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Bat dau viét vin ndm muoi lam tudi,
truyén ngan dau tién dang bao ngudi
16n nam 18 tuoi. Cac truyén ngan cta
TTNgH dang trén cac tap chi: Van, Van
D¢, Thoi Tap, Thoi Van sau chon thanh
mot tdp mang tén Nhitng Ngay Rat Thong
Thd in ndm 1975 nhung chua kip phat
hanh thi gdp bién c6 30/4. Sau hai muoi
ndm im ldng, TTNgH da trd lai trén van
dan v6i nhiing truyén ngan mdi. ..

Tat ca cdc sdng tdc mdi sau 1975 déu
dugc dang rai rac & Hop Luu, Van, Ngudi
Viét, dutule.com, damau.org, Thu Quan;
sau d6 dugc tap hop lai va dugc xuat ban
& My, Canada va Phap.

Hién tai ba dang song tai Paris nhung
van di lai thuong xuyén gitia Sai Gon va
Paris d€ tim cam hing sang tac. Nhiing
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tac phdm ctia ba thuong miéu ta nhiing
diéu xdy ra trong cudc séng thuodng
ngay, khong kich tinh nhung 16i cuén
v6i nhiing nét ddc ta tam ly nhe nhang,
nhiing nat that - ma ty nhién.

Cac tac pham da xuat ban:

— Téap truyén ngan Tran Thi NgH,
NXB Van Nghé, California, USA 1999

— Lac Dan va 10 truyén ngan, NXB
Thoi Méi, Toronto, CANADA 2000

— Nhan Rum, NXB La Frémillerie,
Paris, FRANCE 2012

— Nha Co6 Ctia Khoéa Trai, NXB Hoi
Nha Van, VN 2012

— Lac Pan, NXB Ho¢i Nha Van, VN
2012
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— Nhén Rum va céc truyén ngan
khac, NXB Ho¢i Nha Van, VN 2012
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ht tudng tuong mot ngudi dan
ong dung tuoi, diing dan. Mot
nguoi dan ong sap stia 40 tuoi, c6 vg, cd
dia vi tién bac. Khong ly tudng sao, tuyét
vOi ntia. Mot hdm chang néi véi toi:
— Em dam bé trén véi anh khong?

To6i nhin chang nghi ngo:

— Chua c6 cudc ngoai tinh nao thanh
cong ca.

Chang hai:

— Ngoai tinh la gi?



14 | Bt My NGEL

— La mot ¢6 gang tuyét vong.
Chang c6 vé tam su:

— C6 khi chung thty ciing la mdt ¢
gang tuyét vong.

Toi kéu lén:
— Vay cht ngoai tinh la gi?

— La yéu mot lan niia ma khong can
phai co gang.

Toi chiu chang c6 ly. Hom dé chung
toi di choi xa lan dau. Xe qua khoi Dap
D4a vao V§ Da. Chang ngam nga, giong
am:

Lau qua khong vé tham thon Vy
Nhin nang hang cau nang méi lén...

Nang that. Nang luét trén nhiing tau
cau xanh mugt, ron ra choi chang. Mat
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song Huong nhu c6 tram ngan manh
chai v6 16ng lanh, nhitng ng6i nha rai rac
doc dudng tuong cong im lim trong cai
vé quan liéu roi sét, nhiing bui tre xanh
mat, nhiing con duéng nho um tum cay
14 dan xudéng bo séng, thém da dusi mé
nudc... Toi da nghi tham chang that thi
si, chang van c6 cach néi chuyén vi von
rat duyén dang va kha nang lién tudng
cua chang that bén nhay bat ngs. Chang
thudc nhiéu tho tién chién, biét nhiéu
ve dia ly nudc nha ciing nhu ngudn goc
cac di tich lich st, chang thuc té€ trong
cong viéc, nhay cdm trudc moi hoan
canh va mo mong trong tinh yéu. D¢ la
mot ngudi dan 6ng cé tam hon va biét
liéu linh, biét ngoai tinh. Sau do, nhu cao
hting bdi canh tri thanh binh va tuci mat
trudc mat, chang lu6n miéng ngam tho.
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Xe ra ctia Thuan. Troi van trong sang
cho t&i hai gio rudi roi dot nhién dé mua.
Con mua min mang lam trgi dat trang
x6a nhu dugc pht mot lugt to mong. O
mot doan dong trong chang duing xe lai,
sat mé ruong. Chung t6i hon nhau. Cai
hon dau tién chua kip doan trudc hay
chuén bi du sao cting da lam t6i that vong
chut it. To6i quét nudc bot trong tay do va
chang c6 vé bon chon khi nhin thay cu
chi dé. Téi khong biét, luc ay toi khinh
chang. Toi noi:

— A, thira!

Chang té vé khong hi€u. Tuy nhién
sau d6 chang van hon t6i hoai.

Trén dudng vé chung téi ngling lai
mot quan 14, goi bia va kho muc nuéng
thay com trua. Chang nhin mua luét
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trén mdt dudng nhya bén ngoai, dang
ddm chiéu. Toi bay t6 thién chi:

— Thu qua nhi!

Chang chi gat dau. Hai ngudi vi thé
khong ndi gi thém véi nhau cho dén lac
xe trd vé€ pho. Chang khong nhac gi vé
y dinh ra t6i di tron nhung c6 vé muon
hen véi t6i mot lan gap khac. D€ cho
khong khi dling cang thang qud, toi lam
bd bat chudc giong ngdm tho rén ri ctia
chang:

Anh ct hen nhung anh diing dén
nhél...

Chang cudi 16n, gugng vui thich thu
trudc b tich toi. Chang khong biét that
ra trong tham tam t6i cling da mudn
nhu vay hét stic. Toi khong mudn gép lai
chang.
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Budi di choi dau tién nhu vay khong
c6 dau hiéu gi tot. Nhiing lan sau gdp
nhau tinh cdm cia moéi ngudi cé phan
kha quan. Toi té ra san sang hon, chudn
bi hon trong nhiing lic dén nhan chang.
Trong khi dé chang cling c6 cdi vé chu
dao khong kém. Néu dan diu v6i dan
ong cd vo la t6i 16i thi do6 la mot tha toi
16i rat quyén ra. Toi bi 16i cudn ldc nao
khong biét. It 1au sau chang dua t6i vé
nha.

b6 la mot cdn phong thué, thuoc
phan chdi cia mot toa nha l6n gom
nhiéu gian cho thué. Can phong dep 1ép
toi thui, dién tich khoang 2m50x10m50,
trang tri theo chiéu doc. Chang it khi cé
¢ nha nén ctia trudc luon khoa trdi, va vi
vay di ti clia sau sé nhin thay theo thu
ty: Ban riia mdt, nha vé sinh chung véi
nha tam, giuong ngt ¢ 16n, ké sach ngay
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trén d4u giuong, ti ding nam ngang dau
lung véi ké sach ngan cho ngt véi gian
trudc, mot chiéc tukhac méi hon ké sat
tudng ti€p theo do, ban viét, ta lanh. Tat
ca nhiing thu nay déu ndm han phia bén
trai; bén mat la 16i di, hep khoéang 4 tac,
doc theo tudng c6 gidang day thép dé vat
quan 4o, khédn 1ong. Riéng gian trudc doi
dién v6iban viét va ta lanh 1a mot bo ghé
thap, gom 4 cdi boc dém ké xoay quanh
moét cdi ban nho, lam noi ti€p khach,
udng tra, doc bdo, nghe nhac... Ngoai
cung la ctia trudc, khda trdi. Nguyén day
ctia s6 doc theo thanh tudng bén phai
déu dugc dong kin mit, che thém giay
boi bén ngoai. Phong phai d€ den luon vi
khong c6 anh sang.

Cua sau budc xuong may bac tam

cap, rdi cach mot khoang san xi mang la
nha bép. Trén bép nhiing cdi 10 dau dm
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khéi nguoéi lanh. Chi gitp viéc con nho
tuoi kep toc, mat r6 hoa me, da den xam,
rang sun. Chi khong phéi ndu dn thudng
nén sudt ngay ndm chéo queo trén cai
giuong sat cii trong goc bép, hodac giat ui
16 liing nhu phim quay cham. Cho & cta
chang nhin chung c6 vé gi cau tha tam
bg, du thé da dugc chang gidi thiéu nhu
mot t6 Am tham nién.

Ngay ngay dau tién to6i bat gap trong
ta ding nhiing chiéc 4o dai cli, mang
chung v6i nhiing b6 do lanh cua chang,
ddé ngt va nit va x€p ngan nap & ngin
trén cung. Trén ban viét, lan v6i ma sach
bdo btia bai nhiing btic thu nét chit mém
mai quan quit. Chang khong gidu giém
nhung ghét giai thich, té6i quan sit im
ling. Khong phai t6i t06 mo hay mudn
x0Ong xao ngay vao doi tu ctia chang, t6i
chi mudn biét r6 cai cho toi sé chung song
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v6i chang du tam bg hay lau dai, mot can
phong va chang, du thé nao, khong dang
goi la chén mo udc sao? Nhung trong do,
troi dat, con quanh quan mot bong dang
khéc, nguti dan ba ma chang chang bao
gio nhac nho noi t6i du chinh dé 1a diéu
kho khan duy nhat trong cudc ngoai tinh
ctua chang. To6i im lang va chang im lang
kinh dich. Hay chang s¢ moi cach giai
thich ctia chang sé lam t6i kho tam? Hay
trong su im ldng, chang muén noéi rang
su cd mat cua toi trong nha nay da la mot
cach giai thich rd rang su lya chon ctia
chang? Du sao, moi ly ludn cua tdi luc
bay gic khong cé gi chac chan; t6i khong
mudn noi la téi dang lo au, nhu thé t6i cd
vé that thé ngay tu phut dau.

Pém do chung t6i yéu nhau. Chang
khong ngac nhién khi biét tdi con ngay
tho. Chang néi khong phai sy trong trang
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ctia téi quyén ra chang. Chang mé su
song phdang cta tdi. Trong haoi thd nong
am tinh ai, t6i nghe chang no6i nho:

- Em...

— Nghia la sao?

— Nghia la em yéu anh chi sao!

— Vi sao khi yéu nhau ngudi ta day
vo nhau?

- P& nhd.

Toi bau tay trén lung chang. That
khong con thi dau dén nao hon. Thu
dau dén dé€ nhé lai bui ngui vé sau trong
nhting tinh cadm on nghia. Dém noéng va
mui mo6 hoi tron lan gitia hai ngusi lam
toi but rit cdm dong. Chang khen:

— Em can dam lam
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Tu nhién t6i noi 16n giong hdn mat
— R&i sao niia, troi dat!

— Néam yén...

Toi thi tham:

— Nang sé trd lai.

Hai nguoi im ldng sau cau noi do.
Chang c6 vé kho tdm. Bay gio chinh toi
l1a nguoi 1én tiéng trudc. Soi day cdng
thang ty nhién bi dit mot dau...

Gan sang t6i khoc. Chang do, nin di
em. Chang ndi nhd, nin di em.

Nhiing ngay sau chung t6i binh tinh
hon. Téi bat dau lam quen véi cac thoi
quen cta chang. Budi sang thuc day
chang nghe tin tic dai BBC trong khi toi
con ngl nadn trong giudng, sau do ca hai
cung udng ca phé & cdi ban nho ngoai
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gian trudc (chang khong uva an sang,
du moét lat banh mi mong, to6i nhin doéi
theo). Chang di tam va hat hoi khoang 6,
7 cdi trong luc x6i nudc. Chang thudng
ra khoi phong tam véi cdi khin long mau
xanh quin quanh céi bung phé, ngudsi
nhé nhai thom ngat. Chang vilia tiép
tuc hat hoi viia loay hoay véi lo thude
cao rau The Hot One, c6 luc hén t6i khi
mom miéng day bot nong bong. Chang
mac quan 4o, chai toc, mai téc uét chai
sat sén so lam khudn madt chang tro trui
béng nhay. Doi mat can thi khong mang
kinh c6 nhiing tia mau do6 mét moi, nu
cudi sang, nhiing hat tan nhang phéap
phong trén hai cdnh mui. Chang di lam
lac 8 gid rudi sau khi da dé€ lai mot nu
hon thom kem dénh rang.

Toi thuong ngoi thii nguoi sau do,
trén cai gh€ thap chang ngdi uong ca phé
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khi nay, hodc cho ban viét, hoac & mép
giuong, lang tai nghe tiéng giay chang di
ngoai he, tiéng chang mé& ctia xe, dong
lai, tiéng chang n6 may xe, ché may du
néng dé de ra cong. Tiéng xe hu hu 6n
ao nhu dong co truc thang lat sau nho
dan, lan 16n trong cac tiéng dong khac
ctia pho xa. Toi tu nhién thé dai, bat dau
don dep nhiing thtic hang vat buia bai (t&
bdo, ly nudc, chiéc khan tay, bd do ngu,
doi dép...). Toi tat den, tat quat, tat nhac,
bat dau cho doi chang, trong gidc ngu ga
gat ludi biéng, trong nhiing dong chi vo
nghia lo dang, quyén sach tho o trén tay
nhu dé€ tram mot viéc lam, mot su trong
vang buon té dén ngao ngan. Toi lam bo
tam goi cho lau, san sdc cai c6 cai gay,
lung nguc tay chan nhu sta soan trang
trong cho chang mdt mdn qua tdng. Toi
udng nudc, xudng bép léng ngdng xem
chi giup viéc lo btia an trua hodc tu tay
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nau lay nhiing mon chang thich. Tré 1én
phong xem dong ho, lang nghe tiéng xe
chang vé, tiéng chang tat may dong ctia,
tiéng giay chang nghién trén cat, budc
1én bac tam cap phia sau, tiéng chia khoa
tra vao 6 md cua. Toi da lam bo cham
chu viét mdt cai thu, doc mot trang sach,
theo d6i moét tin chién sy, trong t& bao
ci, dé lang nghe budc chan chang nhe
nhang dén gan, chang hon tdi chao hoi,
mung 0.

Chung t6i dn trua ¢ cdi ban vuong
dudi bép. Nhiing biia an trua thudng co
rugu ngot, hoac té lam bia hop. Trong
lic dn ching hoi thim toi vé budi sang &
nha, em lam gi, buon khong, em méi goi
dau ha, em c6 lam yaourt thém khong...
van van..., tuyét nhién chang khong dé
cap gi téi cong viéc ctia chang 6 s hay
vé ban bé chang. Thinh thodng chang
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nhan dugc thu ctia nang, nét chit trén bi
thu mém mai quén quit, nhiing hom dé
chang 16 vé tu ly, it noi (chang ghét giai
thich, tam sy, than thg). Chang cé cach
dn uong hon nhién, t6i thudng cdm dong
mot cach dot ngot khi nhin thay chang
vo van doi dtia kep nhim rau xanh chdm
trong dia nudc kho, hodc khi chang cam
ly rugu tu moét hoi can t6i ddy. Chang
dua chén x6i thém hodc dn canh khong
& cudi btia. Tat ca nhiing dong tac chang
lam, nhiing th6i quen cua chang doi
v6i to6i nhu mot thu rugu lam nghién.
T6i muon hép can ca doi song chang.
Chang khong biét thé, chang ghét ti té ti
mi. Chang chi thich nhin t6i va khen em
dep, mat em budn, médi em da tinh, anh
thich em madc cai 4o dé... van van..

Sau biia an chang ding ddy cam cai
chia khéa ctia di 1én nha trén, hai vai



28 ] o MY RGIEL

chang tron tria khoe manh, hai canh tay
bo tran, nhiing hat tan nhang trén nguc,
0, gay, chiéc 40 may-0 trang mdi nhét
trong cdi quan tdy chua thay. Chang
danh rang, ra nam & cai ghé nylon mo
dai, t& bdo banh trudc madt lat phat hoi
gio tu cai quat dién Westinghouse vdn so
2, chang nghe nhac FM, trd minh lam
cac thanh sat ciia nhau cut kit, chang ngu
vGi t6 bao dap trén nguc, cai dau ngoéo
mot bén vai, chan gac 1én chiéc ghé thap.
Toi yéu cdi b say sua cua chang khi ngg,
gidng hét gidc nga thang thém clia mot
nong dan mét nhoc sau cong viéc dong
ang. Trong chang c6 vé tri thic chut ndo
nhung dugc cdi vo tu lanh manh. Toi
thuong bo ngl ngdi ngdm nghia chang,
cho gio chang di lam budi chiéu. Chang
thuc day lac hai gio rudi hay sém hon,
rtia mat, uéng nudc, tim cai gi dn, khen
yaourt toi lam khéo, hon tdi trong luc cai
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nat 4o so-mi hay luc sta lai ca vat, that
lung. Chang noi, anh di nhé!

Buodi chiéu nhu thé t6i lai chd doi
nta, trong nhiing tinh cdm ri rugi, u é
hon, bdi thoi ti€t oi buic ndng nay, gian
phong chét hep ling tung. Toi sé tam
ntia, hodc ngdi hang gid sam soi mat mii
trudc tam guong l6n cta chiéc ti dung.
Co khi toi bat khoc ntic né khong vi ly
do gi rd rét, roi thu ké chi den 1én hai
mi mat sung. Toi tram trd say dam vé
hoang tan trén mdt minh, nhiing luc ay
coi toi giong hét mot géa phu. Mot goa
phu con tré va xinh dep. Toi sé thi than
vGi y nghi dy hoac tdi sé ti man so sanh,
tudng tuong vé ngudi dan ba cua chang
— nang la mdt ngudi nhu thé nao, tai sao
nang bd di rdi viét nhiing 14 thu hia hen
ngay trd vé, tai sao chang yéu t6i ma van
cé vé nhu dang doc long mong ngdng
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nang, tai sao téi & day chia sé may man,
danh cap hanh phic nang? Ciing c6 khi
toi rén rén mot minh, mé hé canh cta
ta nhin lai nhiing chiéc 4o dai cia nang
mang trong dé bén canh nhiing b6 do
lanh ctia chang, rén rén va bat gdp minh
vung trom nhd mon, moét cach toi ng-
hiép. Sau nhiing gidy phut nhu thé, to6i
chd dgi chang but rat an han, doi khi
quyét liét ham hd trong nhiing du tinh
mdi vé€ nhiing ngay day dua tam bg véi
chang, doi khi toi eo seo tim cach an ui
minh.

Nhu thudng 1¢ nhiing y tudéng cua
toi phan nhiéu it khi nga ngt hay dugc
sap x€p thu tu, minh bach. Chang sé vé
trudc khi toi kip hap tap tim ra moét giai
phap nao dé. Chung tdi dén com tdi, va
chang - nhu thuong 1¢ khong noi gi vé
mot ngay viia qua cta chang. Cé thé
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chang d€ y nhin thiy déi nét hot hoang
bat thuong trén mat t6i, chang sé hoi: em
giong nhu mai khoc?

Budi toi la thoi gian t6i yén tam nhat,
v6i nhiing tinh cdm hoan toan vé chang.
Va vi vay toi sé quén hét lo lang phién
muodn. Chung toi thudng ngoi & gian
trudc udng tra, doc bao, ban vé thai cudc,
hodc vui miéng chang ké cho t6i nghe vé
tudi nho cua chang bang cai giong chang
c6 lam ra vé khach quan (chang ghét tam
su), nhung da cé luc chang khong giau
dugc nhiing cam xuc chat phac chan
that. C6 dém chang mdi t6i udng rugu
roi mang tho ¢6 ra doc. Gigng chang
ngat ngudng, cao hung. Luc ay chang tré
han lai, d6i mét can thi bong lang man
va doi moi mém yéu ctia chang nhu kich
thich hét moi gidc quan ctia t6i. Coi hu
gi6éi nghiém va chung t6i nan na kéo dai
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nhiing buéi t6i nhu thé véi nhiing xdc
dong dam tham. Dém, sau d6 dep nhu
mot con mua, chang x0i 1én t6i con mua
nong nhiét hanh phuc.

Mot tha hanh phiic méong manh, bui
ngui. Mot su yén tinh day de doa. Nhiing
buoi trua budi chiéu ché doi chang khon
kho mot minh. Nhiing giac ngt bang
hoang, canh tay chang ghi siét dén dac
gitia khuya, tiéng chang goi tlic tudi em.
Em. Chang la 16n: Khong! Chang dau
dén nhu dang bi hoéi thic trong nhiing
y nghi rdo riét. Toi dam duoi hon trong
hoi huém chang, théem nhé cic thoi
quen chang, thuong x4t tam tinh chang.
Khong c6 nhiing ngay chu nhat, ngay 1€,
khong con nhiing budi di choi xa, nhiing
btia an sang trong & hiéu, khong con lién
hé ban be gia dinh. Bén canh chang t6i
muodn hét ngay thang, s& thich. Toi song
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nhu thach thuc véi su di nghi, phan bua
vGi moi bat trac kha di.

Mot hom chung t6i dong y xa nhau.
Nang sé vé trong thang téi gitia luc ca
toi 1an chang déu gan nhu kiét qué. Tinh
ai la cdi gi that kinh khtng. Cuc ngoai
tinh ctia chang dan déan chi la nhiing c6
gang tuyét vong, chang thu that. Dém
cudi chung tdi say rugu ngat ngu. Toi
nga ngdn hat ca dao:

Dong ho sai vi béi day thiéu....
Em xa anh vi béi soi chi diéu se loi ...

Chang, mat mai dé ké do toi vao
phong trong. Chang dui mdt vao c6 toi
phu hoa:

Dut ddy nén g6 mdi chim...

Béi anh & bac em tim ndi xa.
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Chang hoi:

— Ngoali tinh la gi?

— Via théi, Cha néi!
bém tay lay, ngay ngat.

Sang sém toi xép quan do vao va-li.
Chang ngdi canh mép giudng nhin toi di
t6i di lui thu don nhiing th ldt vat (ban
chai danh rang, khan mat, kinh soi, kep
tdc, thudc gdi dau, thudc ho...). Toéi mang
di hét, khong dé s6t mot mon. Toi ghét
di tich, ky niém. Chang ngdi tan man
mé quan 4o 1ot tdi con dé buia & ngoai,
hoi xin

— Cho anh moét cai
— Cai nao?

— Cdi nay. Chang chon.
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— Cai dep nhat ctia em do.
— Anh sé dén cho em hai cdi mai.

Chang sé quén, hodc chang sé nhé toi
trong su lan 1on cta thoi khac, ky niém.
Chang sé... Khong hé gi. Chung t6i hon
nhau cho ta lanh. Chang thoa vong lén
moi t6i mot chut nudc thom trong cdi lo
con mau xanh hiéu Old Spice, loai nudc
hoa chang hay dung sau méi lan cao rau,
nu hon ndng rat nhu mudi 6t. Toi hit lay
hit d€ nguc 4o chang, canh tay chang, c6
chang. Toi ndi:

— P& nhé.

Cudc chia tay coi bo bin rin. Trudc
khi di t6i nhin lai mot lugt can phong.
Nhiing sgi toc con sét trong chin goi
chang, chiéc khan uét vat cdu tha trén
soi day thép, ly stia uéng gitia khuya con
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mot chat cdn dudi day, to bao toi ta nhau
nhugi, mui xa phong chang tam budi
sang, mui Parazol quen thudc trong nha
cau, ong kem danh rang van veo.... Toi
nhin lan cudi va nghi tham, khong hé gi,
dau sé lai vao day khi t6i da di, chang sé
ti€p tuc nhiing thoéi quen ci, sé chd doi
nang. Phai khong anh? Cai ly boi minh
nhap can r6i ma, con moét chut can chu

may? Thoi d€ danh.
ba Nang, thang Nam, 1972


















