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Nha vdn Tran Thi NgH.
thoi con gdi hoa mong
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Trdan Thi NgH. tén that la Trdn Thi
Nguyét Hong, sinh 1949 tai Ca Mau. Bat
dau viét van nam mudi lam tudi, truyén
ngan dau tién ding bao ngudi I6n nam
18 tudi.

Cac truyén ngan cua Tran Thi NgH.
ddng trén cac tap chi: Vian, Vin Dé, Thoi
Tap, Thoi Vin sau chon thanh mdt tap
mang tén Nhiing ngay rdt thong thd in
ndm 1975 nhung chua kip phat hanh thi
gap bién co 30/4.

Sau hai muci nam im ldng, Tran Thij
NgH. da tré lai trén van dan véi nhiing
truyén ngan mdi...

Méi day ba da cho xuat ban ba cuon
sach mai.
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Hién tai ba dang song tai Paris nhung
van di lai thuong xuyén gitia Sai Gon va
Paris d€ tim cam hing sang tac. Nhiing
tac phdm ctia ba thudng miéu ta nhiing
diéu xdy ra trong cudc song thudng
ngay, khong kich tinh nhung 16i cuén
v6i nhiing nét ddc ta tam ly nhe nhang,
nhiing nat that - mé tu nhién.

Cac tac phdm da xuat ban:

— Tap truyén ngan Tran Thi NgH,
NXB Van Ngh¢, California, USA 1999

— Lac Dan va 10 truyén ngan, NXB
Thaoi M6i, Toronto, CANADA 2000

— Nhan Rum, NXB La Frémillerie,
Paris, FRANCE 2012

— Nha C6 Ctia Khoéa Trai, NXB Hoi
Nha Van, VN 2012
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— Lac Pan, NXB Hoi Nha Van, VN
2012

— Nhan Rim va cac truyén ngan
khac, NXB Hoi Nha Van, VN 2012
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DAM TRUONG

iong nhu moét ngudi dang dung
Qbéng bi x6 tat vao dau lam nga
chti nhai. To6i bi vay d6. Ong béc si & Le
Vésinet goi d6 la chung roi loan hé than
kinh do6i khi gay mat thing bang. Toi
udng Serc va Kardejic dugc bon ngay thi
bi nga xudng long dudng Arago trong
khi dang di bo bén 1€ phai trén dudng tu
ga ve. Luc chiéc Cadillac mau xam truén
1én dau nghe danh bup roi thang két la
lac t6i ding bat day ngd xudng. Chat bay
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nhay trang duc c6 lan dé ngoi ra cham
cham tu céi so bi bé méc xeo. Hai canh
tay xodi trén mat dudng, giat giat. Thay
ghé qua. Toi budc lén 1€ nhuong cho cho
nhiing ngudi di dudng to mo tu lai xem
tai nan. Ngudi dan 0ng lai chiéc Cadillac
trac ba muoi tudi, mat nhot di vi sg, mai
téc ban chdi dung ding. Ong ta xuéng
xe noi nhu la:

- Pudng vang teo, tu nhién ba ta
nhao ra.

Sau dé mdi ngudi trong dam dong
no6i mot cau, cé khi hai ba ngudi ndi mot
lac khong ai nghe ai. T trudc téi nay toi
khong bao git diing lai d€ chen 14n xem
bat cid moét tai nan nao trén dudng pho.
Phan khong thich nhin thdy mdau me,
phan sg canh sat git lai madi lam chiing,
tha tuc nhiéu khé. B&i vay mac ké cai
cum ngudi 16 nho, t6i budc di khoan thai
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trong nang dém. Bay gio khoe rdi; c
cam cdi 16ng cong trén dau nhay ca tung
ngoai dudng cting khong ai biét. Khoai
nhat 1a minh nhin thay ttng chi tiét cta
bon 16 lang ma nguogc lai thi khong. Bay
gié minh trong veo di choi, con cai xdc
bay hay ndm lai ddang kia. That dang doi.
Toi raa may cau cho da roi queo dudng
Simone Signoret.

Khong biét bao gi¢ Viét Nam mdéi co6
cac con dudng dugc ddt theo tén tai tu
dién anh. Puong Diém Huong, dudng
Ly Hung, dudng Lé Coéng Tuan Anh.
Nghe hoi ky ky nhung chac lau ngay sé
quen. Nang lac chin gio dém kéo budi
chiéu he dai ra. Nha ctia hai bén dudng
con ruc mau ngoi dé sach sé sau con mua
ngay hom trudc Chang hiéu con dudng
nay thi an nhdu gi dén nt tai tt da dong
vai goa phu Couderc. Toi vé dén so 12
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dudng Boris Vian khi chuong trinh Sagas
trén tivi dang sdi n6i béi mdc doi tu cua
cac bac viong gia. André va Liliane dang
ta ta trong phong dn, viia udng tra cuc
viia xem truyén hinh. Toi sa xudng ngoi
canh, cham cham nhin hai ngudi. Binh
thuong dau dam so6 sang nhu véy. Liliane
thung ngudi trén ghé co6 lung dua, nong
c6 chdp xudng nguc, mai toc ngan mau
vang chay bi danh roi dung ngugc trong
khilong mi mascara den si cup xu6i theo
mi mat xé. André chum cai miéng nho
xiu moi khi chdm chu lam mét viéc gi;
hang ria mép chup 1én moi trén thi€u
diéu mudén sdn trén ddm thang xudng
moi dudi. Chuong dién thoai reo. An-
dré diing phat ddy bat mdy nhu thudng
1é. Canh sat da truy ra dugc cho tam cu
clia ngudi bi tai nan. Gidi. To6i ngdi xem
ti€p chuong trinh tivi trong khi hai vg
chong ho ban tdn tdo tic sau cu dién
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thoai. May ma ho quén tat tivi trudc khi
lai xe ra c6ng. Ngudi dan chuong trinh
cai miéng déo queo dang mdi khan thinh
gid xem qua 3000 do6i giay ctia ba Marcos.
Vo vét ctia nhan dan d€ tiéu pha nhu vay
ma khi vé nudc van dugc nghénh tiép
nhu mot bac mau nghi. Cha hiéu ra lam
sao. Nhin din nhiéu khi dé thuong qua
trdi, c6 lanh dao nao thinh thodng nghi
vay khong ta.

Toéi xem chan, mo 1én lau dé€ tivi
hoat dong mot minh. Tat sao dugc. Can
phong danh cho t6i van vdy. M&i may
tiéng dong ho théi ma. Hinh nhu hai
vg chong co luc lai ngdn tu tim gidy to
can thiét d€ di lanh xac. Toi nghiép! Khi
khong rudc hoa vao than. Hay la bay gio
minh vé Viét Nam choi, tu nhién toi nghi.
Chuyén chon cat la ctia ngudi song hoi
dau lo chi cho mét. Nay minh di du lich
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hon nhién vo tu dau can gidy td gi, cling
khong can va-li. Hét tam rua thay do
danh rang chai toc; khoi mang theo linh
kinh Panténe, thudc xtic mun, sap tay hoi
nach, dao cao long chan, dng xit mi¢ng
thui. A nhung ma dé coi bon chiing né
chon minh & nghia dia nao. Lau rdi cé
ra Place de I'Eglise tham m¢ Tran Chau.
Nhin 1én bia anh c6 chau gai cudi diu
dang chup chung véi vi hon phu ngudsi
Gia Na Dai thay rau qud. Hai dua cling
bi tai nan xe hoi, chua kip song chung da
chét chung. Bay gi6 nam chung c6 4m
may clng lanh. D4 la cach suy nghi cua
toi trugc day kia. D€ coi bon ching né
cé tim dugc miéng dat nao khong hay
la thiéu cha n6, bo vo hii cho gon. Con
chau muén thd cung cting dé, khoi sg c6
lac nghia dia bi bang ra bién thanh céng
vién hodc siéu thi, xuong cot phai moi
1én cat lai kiéu khac. Nhung ma con ca
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con ké chac cling con lau méi mo yén
ma dep. Toi ding ngd can phong mot lat
r6i xuong cau thang.

Nghe no6i hon ma béng qué cu bay la
da tu chd nay sang cho kia khai ton tién
xe cO, khach san. Thanh that ma ndi toi
dé nham huéng lam. Hoi nhd, dén tam
tudi mai ty mang giay dung hai bén phai
trai. Con bay gi¢ van thinh thoang lan
16n hudéng Dong véi hudng Tay noi chi
dén kiéu ghép Dong Nam, Tay Bac hay
gi gi. Vay di mdy bay cho roi. Va lai tha
hon di tang tang nhu vay gdp lanh néng
hodc mua bao thit thudng chang biét cé
sao khong. N6 nhoi cho biét. Mdéi chét
lan dau chua c6 kinh nghiém. André va
Liliane vé nha lac 2 gi¢ sang. Hai ngudi
ngoi ru ri 6 phong khach, vo dau buc tdc,
mot 1at d6 sang gay go do thiia ai biéu ru
ba & choi nghi he chi cho rén chuyén.
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Ké, cho tui bay tinh v&i nhau. Con thang
Cadillac thi cé hang bao hiém ganh cho
noé roi. Toi them tra quyén Chi Nam Du
Lich d€ tim dia chi mo{t hang hang
khong. Tuyét doi khong di Vietnam Air-
lines. Chang phai s¢ mdy bay dém ré6t
xoanh xoach hay c6 thanh kién véi dich
vu ndi héa ma ghét cai miéng cudi cta
may co ti€p vién. Cudi v6i hanh khach
ngoi khoang trén kiéu khac, khoang duéi
kiéu khac; v6i ngudi da trang thi xuyt
xo0a xang xai, thay da vang mi tet kho-
ng them maoi doc bdo nudc ngoai. Ci'y
nhu ngudi ta khéc mudn, tién nao cta
ndy. Suyt chat ntia quén mat cai vé khu
hoi cua Singapore Airline; méi dung cho
béan di, chuyén vé con dé€ trong ngay bay.
Hang nay dugc Phi trudng thuoc loai toi
tan nhat nhi thé giéi. Cé phai chs & do
ba tiéng dong ho di lang bang cling vui.
Thuong thi dan ching mua hang mién
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thué & cac tram diing d€ lam qua cho ba
con cd bac. Ky nay khoe, khoi mat cong
lap danh sach phai cho ai cai gi, hét gia
on - gia nghia.

Lai 14 1an roi. Cu viéc ra Charles de
Gaulles ng6i choi, gdp chuyén nao di
chuyén ndy. Hodc muon choi n6i thi tim
Concorde ma di, t0i gi ngoi tra dia chi
hang hang khong. B¢ tinh di ghi vé dang
hoang chac. Theo cdi mot cii biét chting
nao vé t6i nha. Pang néng long mudn
biét c6 trom dao dao tudng khoét vach
cai nha dong ctia bo im may thdng nay
thi 1én dudng di cho r6i con chan chii gi
nta. Sao t6i ghét phai lam quen véi hoan
canh méi qua. Kiéu nay phai chét di sng
lai vai lan méi c6 kinh nghiém. Cach day
vai nam xem phim Ghost thay Patrick
Swayze sau khi chét mac doc cdi so-mi
ca-r0 vGi quan jean tat ta ngugc xudi di
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theo thang ban phan trac gianh giat lai
ngudi ban tinh Demi Moore mét mudn
dit hoi. Tudng dau bon dao dién Hol-
lywood hu cau dé doi dé tai cau khach
ai de tri tudng tugng ctia bon ching ghé
gém that. Bay gi6 ¢c6 mudn sanh soan
hanh ly thay quan 4o nhé André dua phi
trudng cling khong dugc. Phai tu lo liéu
mot minh. Lam biéng di bd thi chiu kho
1€t ra ga,lay RER huéng Vallée Sur Marne
roi chuyén xe & Chatelet Les Halles.

Tu hoi chét dén gid mdi thay sudng
nhat 1a khong phai chi tiéu mot dong xu
teng. Cu viéc nhon nhon cdi mdt di ra di
vO nhiing noi cong cong, khong bi may
do dién tt kéu tit-tit néu choi tro gian
gido. Ma choi sao dugc, quén hoai. Toi
ngoi 1t khtt mét chidng dudng that dai
trén xe dién dé€ ra phi truong, sau dé len
16i qua ddm hanh khach dang lao xao
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lam thu tuc 1én tau. Hét biét gid giac. Hai
ngay nay dau c6 com nudc tiéu hoa bai
tiét gi dau, cing ching phan biét sém
muon. Cha bu may thang trudc lang
thang & Paris, gdp hom troi lanh ct choc
choc lai ddo dac tim nha vé sinh.

Sudng cai nia la leo dugc 1én ghé
thugng hang ngodi cho né da. Khach ngoi
¢ khoang nay dugc hau ha nhu vua. Céc
co ti€p vién xinh dep ndi ndng nhd nhe,
giong ngot nhu dudng héa hoc. Ngt ¢
nguoi se sé dén kéc chan 1én t6i co, cu
nhui me ngudi ta. An thiéu diéu muén
dat. Lau lau nghiéng cdi vai thon thon
ghé héi thim stic khoe. Ao tudng. Ao
tuong. Thady may thang cha gia dé cudi
tit mat khi dugc may o sian sdc, mudn
ndi dich tdng cho mot dap. Lai quén niia,
bay git c6 dam da ai dugc niia dau. Ngoi
lo to mo dén chang thu hai thi phai doi
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mady bay; chuyén nay day hanh khach, da
s6 12 ngudi chau A, rat nhiéu nguoi Viét
Nam chac di cong du cong tac gi d6 vé
nudc. Cha, no di ha.

~ Ui gidi, cd nudc ching no dién tich
chi bang cai thanh ph6 Bac ma ching né
van minh khiép qua.

— Hom di bat phé 6 CK Tang vo toi
ba &y khong chiu 161 mdy nanh phai mua
gdp mot cdi 40 nen E-nit ddy (chic 1a
Elite).

— Nay, 6ng c6 thi gid ghé qua Santo-
sa chua, ching n6 lam cd moét bdo tang
vién lich st bang sap ké lai cai thoi lam
thudc dia cia Anh day.

— G6m! Ngudi sap ma cd y nhu that,

xem k¥ thay c6 cd 16ng tay long mép day
ong a.
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Khong nghe may 6ng may ba ndi gi
ve cong vy, chi toan khoe t6i mua dugc
cai nay thang no mua dugc cai kia. Toi
16 ng6 khong biét ngoi dau vi khong con
cho trong. That ra néu mudn cu leo 1én
dau 1én c6 ngudi ta ma ngoi, hodc nhong
nhéo niia thi dong dua trén bap vé cua
cha ndi nao do6. Thoi cam on. Té6i mo ra
sau dudi coi may em ti€p vién giai tri véi
nhau ra sao. Nang thi dita moéng tay, nang
chai lai 16ng mi. Troi, nhé Liliane véi hai
canh buém mascara ghé. Khong biét
hai vg chong da lanh xdc ra dugc chua.
Toi con gui ho chut dinh tién c6 mét ti
ti chdng sao. Chiing d6 du stic ma chay
trong vong than mat, mién diing mudn
may bay riéng dua xac t6i vé Viét Nam thi
dugc. Dua vé ciing khong biét d€ dau; lai
thém cdac tht tuc lanh hang & phi trudng
Tan Son Nhat, roi dut 16t nam bay cta,
t6i chting d6 chac thui da. Ai cam long
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cho néi khi thiy chinh minh ldc nhic
doi bo nhu vay ¢ 40 do C. Mot nang ti€p
vién bong bét ra cudi nga ngén:

— Cha dau hoéi ngoi gan cabine rt tao
toi nay di nhay dam.

— Kép may bay chuyén nao?

— T6i nay né chua vé dau. Con dang
& phi trudng Schiphol.

— Vay ngu gi khong di? San tién nho
cha xach gium tao goi qua dugc khong?

— Thoi di, chuyén tao con chua xong.
Lang quang & tu ca dam.

T6i day thi cac em luc duc ding day
chuén bi phuc vu biia an t6i. Thé gidi nay
don gidan qua chiing. Trong nhiing cai
d4u xinh dep kia chang 1é chi c6 nhiing
toan tinh thoi sao. Nang c6 doi mat sac
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nhu guom dot nhién ha rém mi xudng
lam nét mat chan lta diu lai bubn xa
vang r6i mém mai nang ddy xe thuc an
ra 16i di gitia hai hang ghé.

*

Chuyén bay 734 cta hang Singapore
Airlines ddp xu6ng phi truéng Tan Son
Nhat luc 6 gid chiéu. Phi dao uét, troi
sam si budn hiu, chac viia mua xong. Toi
budc lénh dénh theo ddm hanh khach.
Lan dau tién di du lich khong cé hanh
ly, da thiét. Nhiing 6ng ke lam viéc tai
phi truong dua mat tham td ra soat tling
nguoi co nhu muodn 16t hét quan 4o ngudi
ta ra. Ngay cd lac an dut 16t cing lam
mdt ngau; chac khong tién nga gid. Ra
khéi phong lanh hoi ndng huc vao mat
nhu bi tat tai. Toi tudng tuong vay khi cé



28 ] o MY RGIEL

may ngudi theo phén xa ty nhién hoi bat
ngua ra phia sau hodc né trdi. Phan toi
chdng cam thdy gi, trong veo ma. L& nhé
sau cai rao can son trang la mot cong
dong nhén nhdo, hung hic chs. Khong
khi néng, dm, tron lan v6i mui mo hoi
ctia dam dong tao mot cam gidc gay gay
budn budén nhu ngudi bi lao phoi hai sét
ham hép vao budi chiéu. Lai tudng tugng
phai khong? To6i dung gitia hai me con
chac xa lau ngay méi gap lai. Ngudi con
thom mui Lavande con ba me c¢6 mui
dau Nhi Thién DPudng. Khong mudn 6m
me thi thoi ran ma chi. Ngudi con day
nhe vai ba me ra. Gin d6 moét tén mat
mii ldu cd xdch nham cdi va-li ctia 6ng
bung phé, r6i mdt ba mat xanh md do
trén nguc deo ton teng hai trai budi sili-
con 6 dau chay t6i 6m cham mot ba khac
c6 sac dep hoan hdo ctia tham my vién
C4m Thach: Lé Hoa, Lé Hoa! Tréi oi Lé
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Hoa. Doan tu kiéu Xém Vang hoac Mua
Thu L4 Bay.

Toi di bo lting thiing ngang qua cho
ban bia va trung vit 1on, noi c6 may cai
ban g6 thap ké le té trén 1€ duong phia
tridc Superbowl. Dan nhau it tién ngoi
ngoai nay mat, ré. Gai méi 16n thudng
vao trong kia. Quan sot do sat nach ho
ron dién thoai di dong cai vat véo & tui
quan sau. Ai c6 thi gio ghé coi cac em
ding xoac chan chéng mong choi Bowl-
ing, thay da con mat. Khong biét dao nay
t6i mot gi rdi. budng Hoang Van Thu
kéo dai ra, hep lai r6i sam udt nhiing
hang quan.
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Diing tai nga tu giao cat bsi hai con
duong mang bon tén Nguyén Kiém,
Phan Dinh Phung Hoang Van Thu Phan
Dang Luu ma trudc kia la Vo Di Nguy,
Chi Lang, Vo Tanh, téi phan van khong
biét queo nga nao. D€ ghé thii coi ba gia
ra sao. Van chi Hai ban thud6c 14 ngdi &
dau ngé hém sum sup cai ndn la che bui
nang gio. Cai mdt moi nam mat gia thém,
x¢, nhdn, sam nhung déi mat tinh anh
van thay hét su thé. Co nao trong hém di
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ra v6i chang nao di xe Dream, bac nao di
cho vé bang xich 16, 6ng nao méi chad vo
cai may giat, chi nao mdi cat bo do soa,
gia dinh ndo mdi c6 ngudi than § My Uc
Canada vé choi, bé nao ia trong quan...
Muon biét gi cti diing chan dau hém. Dai
Hoa Sen tht thiét. Toi trdi lénh bénh qua
madt chi ta, queo ngang nha bac t0 trudng
nghe giong Bac nam tu quen thudc:

— Chéau méi vé dé ho? Co chuyén
giim bac géi tom kho va may cdi thu cho
vg chong Hoa & Créteil chu.

Tudng tugng thoi chd 6ng gia lam
sao thdy dugc cé ma di trudc mat lac
chang vang. Bac di cu, 23 nam lam to6
trudng tinh tu bay lam, con chau déu &
nudc ngoai. Ngd khong? Vay mdi thay
chu truong ctia nha nudc ta thodng,
khong phan biét doi xt, tin nhi¢m ding
doi tugng.



32 | o MG

Mu Bé dang tat nudc ti thém nha
triing ra 16i di chung trang xi mang nam
ket gitia hai day ph6 dau mat. Xém nay
chi con ¢6 cdi nha ba gia dang & la chua
stia sang xay lau. Nén nha thap hon mat
dudng bon tac tréi mua to coi nhu tiéu.
May chan ghé giudng déu cé ngan ghi
dau muc nudc trong lan mua ngap gan
nhat. Ba gia dang ngoi trén giudng kiéu
nudc lut, hai tay rang quanh dau goi ngd
canh séng nudc lan tan. Toi dung trén
cai ban trudc day tdi van thudng ngdi
day Anh Van cho cac nhém hoc thém,
nhin bao quat. Tam bang dai hai thudc
van con nam chan van trén tudng, qua
tdng ngay nha gido ctia 16p New Concept
c6 Yén Chilam truéng nhom; bo ban ghé
ctt 12 chd ngoi cua gia dinh Tué Anh cho
xe ba banh tang trudc ngay di My.
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— Thay c6 keé hai cdi ban so le chap
chiing em mac cuoi qua.

Co bé viia noi viia ldy khan gidy sut
sit hi mai. Vdy d6 ma khi bd cdi nha
nay di chdé khac mudn choi 6, téi khong
mang nhiing mén ky niém nay theo. Ly
do don gian la luc g6 tam bang ra méi
thay 10i chanh mét dién tich 16n do hay
chua quét voi; con rinh bo ban ghé di thi
ba gia khong con cho ngdi dén com hoac
tiép khach dén tham.

Ba gia ngoi bo goi coi tham thiét.
Nha téi thui, chac ca khu vyc dang dinh
vao lich ctp dién. O thanh phé nay gip
nhau ngudi ta cudi chao: Nha chi biia
nay c6 dién khong, xom anh hét cap
nudéc chua? (Khong thay héi thdm nhu
bén Tay sau khi hon qua hon lai bon cai.
He nay c6 di Cote d’Azur khong? O La
Fayette da ruc rich bay quan do dau thu
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roi, bi€t chua?. Mua mua ma khong hiéu
sao nha may thay dién cu rén thi€u nudc
hoai. Mu Bé choi tro that lung budc bung
chi thap doc moét ngon den cay du thay
dudng tat nudc ngoai hang ba. Nghi toi.
Gan tram tudi ba gia chiu tran ngoi chéo
queo mot minh du cé tam dia con, dau
ré 14 khu, 21 dda chau noi ngoai, 15 dua
chau dau ré du thu quoc tich mau da, 22
chau c6. Mu Bé la em cia mdt 6ng anh
c6 cdu mot Ong con ré, tinh ra dau cé
ba con gi. Xa khong xa, gan khong gan,
cting chang phai ngudi gidp viéc. Chon
dugc mot cach xti su thich hgp thiét tran
ai khoai cii. Mu ndu com cho ba gia ngay
hai btia, don dep nha cta trong khi dé
con chau ba gia ai cling c6 co ngoi cao
r4o an nén lam ra. Chang ai nghi dén viéc
chung tién sta sang cho ba mot chd &
dang hoang. Cach day vai nam sém chut
nta tdi phd cdi nha, xay lai. May ma tinh
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ngo kip thoi chi khong thoi thi vét nao
tién day hoc hai chuc ndm ra lam tro khi.
Nha huong hoa, cac 6ng anh ba chi néi
vay. Co mdt dao hoilau toi gia dai & trong
nha dé di lam chi mang vé nuoéi 6ng gia
nhdu nhu hit chim, ba gia, 6ng anh mac
bénh tdm than, véi mot dda con cb cha
cing nhu khong. Dao d¢ tdi bi cac dng
ba rudt thit trong nha phé 1 sang doat. U
thi cti ngdi dé chd ba gia nam xudng dé
ma thay phién nhau tat nuéc nha huong
hoda. Hiéu dao di. Tu hoéi kiém dugc cai
choi bén mé Kénh Nhiéu Loc, toi thay
doi minh ngon; 1au lau khoa ctia di choi
hai ba thang. Me gia cé mu Bé lo. Cac
ong ba, mdi hai ndm nay gidc ngo cach
mang thanh lap Cong tylién doanh trach
nhiém htiu han trd hi€u, huy dong vén
tu Phap, My va tai ch6é nhung hinh nhu
chi c6 hai, ba ¢6 phin moéi thang chung
tién cho mu Bé di chg, tra tién dién nudc
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rac xa bong ddu cu 1a... Ong gia qua doi,
ong tam than di cho khac choi, con bé da
16n doi trach nhiém doi minh. Bay gio
toi chi viéc bay le té ngo thién ha khong
ton dong xu; suéng qua rdi con than troi
trach dat gi nta? Toéi ngo6i chom hém
trén ban nhin ba gia. Tudi gia buon hal!
Chau troi & ngl tuan nhu téi thi chua
kip rau ri kiéu nudc lut Hen gi ba chi nha
tho cua t6i c6 1an than

— Nha gi t6i ht, budn thau tréi. Lan
nao di thdm ma vé ciing ban than hai ba
btia. Khong sang tac dugc mot chd.

Nhan cé dé ma ba ta it vé. Khon t6
me.

Mu B¢ tat nudc bang cai chao chién
hot ga, thay tdc mudn chét ma can sao
dugc. Nudc dudi nén nha xi 1én theo
ké ntit chd c6 phai chi & ngoai tran vo
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ddu ma cu tat thoi la tat. Toi ngoi ngo
chan r6i mo lén gac. Noi budn gac tro.
Sach vé&, do choi, bup bé ctia con bé con
dé luu niém lai day. Vay chd & cho nay
hai me con da chia sé v6i nhau biét bao
nhiéu thu trong cudc chién dau sinh tu
chong lai ngheo déi bénh tat dot nat. Co
diéu sau tran chién nay con bé da khong
c6 mot cdi nhin khde manh vé cac gia tri
dao duic ¢§ dién dai khai nhu hon nhan,
gia dinh, tinh huynh d¢, long hi€u thao,
ly tudng chinh tri, ton gido, cong bang
xa hoi... van van va van van... Loi tai toi,
16i tai tdi moi dang. Gid dién Ton Tan
hay gid dai Xay Van chang qua la d€ cé
mai che mua nang, s¢ con kho, con lang
thang, con khong c6 ho khiu dé€ di hoc.
Ai c6 ng6 hon 20 ndm lam nhan ching
trong can ho 54 mét vudng né thay dugc
ca lich st nhéan loai mot cach qué quat.
Rat ti€c, va v cling an han.
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Nhung ma ba chi t6i cé ly. Nha gi toi
hu, budn thau troi. Toi mo xudng nha,
nhin ba gia ngdi chong ngdc trén giudng
hiu hat chuat xiu anh sang tat vo ti hang
ba. Ngon dén cdy gan lun nd lach tach
tiéng tim den chay. Mu Bé van tat nudc
mé man nhu bi quy nhap Mot phia cai
miéng chdo nhd bi co xat nhiéu da sang
béng nhu dugc cha lang bang bui nhui.
Thoi, di cho réi. Téi lam bd hiéu dao cui
dau: Thua ma con di. Chac ma biét con
la dta it bat hiéu nhat trong cdi la trdi
danh. Ba gia gat ddu. Chac ngu guc chu
chang 1&€ dong y mot cach dé dang nhu
vady ma chua hop gia dinh dé c6 y kién
biéu quyét ctia may ngudi kia.

Hoi trude hé cti budn buon khong co
viéc gi lam thi ru dua nao ranh di an bun
riéu & chg Ga, banh cuon Tay Ho, chdo
vit Thanh Pa hoac cung lam thi uong
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sinh t6 6 chg Tan Dinh. Bay gio cti le phe
kiéu nay, chua bao lau da thay chan. Cai
choi 8 mé Kénh Nhiéu Loc cé gi dau ma
phai ghé tham. Bat qua ké gian thay vang
chu cay ctia chom mé sach bao cii dem
ban ky-16. Biét vay & lai Boris Vian nghe
hai v¢ chong André rua sa minh con vui
hon.

Toi mét moi ngdi sum xuong 1€
dudng nhin dan ching an ché chdo mi
phé tring vit 1on hot ga viia. Xe ¢ xet
qua xet lai nghe U  ran ran hoai hai bén
tai. BAn ron h4! An ngt ia d4i yéu ghét.
Hanh phtc va dau khé. Nhung nhu vay
cOn hon la chdng c6 gi. Trong veo, 6n bod
xu. Toi ra sodt lai trong dau nhiing ngusi
quen biét, ty hdi khong biét trudc day
minh c6 to mo thac mac gi doi tu dua
nao nhung khoéng c6 co hoi tim hiéu,
hodc am Uic muon soi boéi cac ho s6 mat
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quoc gia, ngan sach that sy danh cho
chuong trinh gido duc x6a déi giam
ngheo, chuyén tinh ai cua cac bac lanh
dao... nay san tién hon ma bong qué khoi
khoi di thuc té cho dang cong chét bat ky
ti. M&i tinh so so da thay ké hoach tham
quan qua cang. bung ra thi cling gidong
nhu xem xi-né. Tui nd giét nhau trén
man anh, minh hang ti€ét muén nhao vo
dau c6 dugc. N6 gam cai dui ga & trén
minh ngo6i dudi nay an ham thu. N6 dau
ddc vg nd ro rang minh thay ma luat su
cdi cho no trang an vi khong dt bang cé.
Thuc té kiéu do tic hdc mau. Ché quén
l1a mau cting khong cé d€ ma hoc. Tinh
k¥ lai coi sao.

Mot bon trong veo thay tdi ngoi li
gan 16 cOng tu ngay nay qua ngay kia bu
lai coi. Luc d6 mdi suc nhé ra minh chét
ma con nuodi cdi nguodi ta dén quén mat
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cong dong riéng. Ban tan chi tré6 mdt hoi
bon nd ré 1én gan nhu dong loat:

— C4 moOt an mudi la ma Viét kiéu.

Mot dtta minh man nhén xét.

— Viét kiéu nay chac mdi di chua lau
dao vé dé giut le.

Moét dua khac noi:

— Thu nay Sai Gon thi€u gi; doi bay
gio kho biét ai Viét kiéu ai Viét Nam.
Thom phtc ha.

— Hon hai muoi nam ro6i khong phai
Viét Nam cht Viét Bac a?

Tui nay r6 rang khong biét gi vé
chinh tri. Toi buc minh nat:

— Di cho khac choi. Thiy ngudi ta
hién mudn ndi gi thi ndi dau cé dugc.
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Ca bon nhin nhau hoi y. Mot dua dén
gan noi nho vo 16 tai tdi, y mudn giap.

— C0 cac vi-zit khong, dua ra di.

Strasbourg, thang Tam, 1998


















