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ay khong phai la chuyén tinh

lamly, u6tat, macdu cauchuyén
cd that va cam dong. Co gdi da trao tron
trai tim minh cho chang trai cho du hai
nguoi khong hé quen biét nhau.



8 9 zerztms

Mot minh mgt ngua

Co gai tén Abbey Conner, 20 tudi.
Chang trai tén Loumonth Jack, 21 tuoi.
Abbey da tu biét thé gian nay dé di vé
mot thé gidi khac, thé nhung trai tim c6
mai mai thugc vé chang trai, va chang sé
chdng bao gi¢ quén dugc nang sudt phan
ddi con lai.

Cau chuyén tiing dugc Bill Conner,
ong bd cua c6 gai, ké lai nhiéu 14an cho
nhiéu ngudi, nhiing ai tiing doc thay
hang chi “Abbeys Ride for Life” trén
tdm bién gan dang sau chiéc xe dap Trek
ctiia Ong.

Ong Conner c6 hai ngudi con, Abbey
va anh trai c6 la Austin, 23 tuoi. Trong
chuyén vacation hon 5 thang trudc day,
cd hai dugc tim thdy nam bat tinh, Gp
madt sau xudéng nudc trong ho boi cta
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mot khach san & Cancun, Mexico. Ngudi
ta chi cttu dugc Austin, riéeng Abbey bi
ton thuong ndo nghiém trong. C6 dugc
chuyén t6i bénh vién Broward Health
Medical Center 6 Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida. Tai day, sau nhiing c6 gang mot cach
tuyét vong, cac bac si tuyén bd c6 da chét
nao va di t6i quyét dinh gidi phau dé lay
ndi tang va cdc mo sinh hoc ma co6 tu
nguyén hién tdng ndm 16 tudi khi co
méi thi l1dy bang lai xe.

Ciling trong ngay 6ng Conner chodng
vang nhan dugc thong bao vé quyét dinh
nay, cach do 670 miles dudng chim bay,
tai Lafayette, Louisiana, b0 me cua mot
thanh nién da mau cling dugc cac bac si
ngam ngui thong bdo vé s6 phan khong
may cua con trai minh. Jack dang nam
chd chét trén giudng bénh vi chung suy
tim tram trong sau hai lan truy tim. Sy
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song chi con dém dugc tling ngay trén
nhting dau ngon tay, ngoai trtt phép la.

Va “phép la” dén véi anh that. Trai
tim con tuoi réi ctia Abbey dugc cay ghép
kip thd&i vao trong buong nguc cta Jack.
Anh nhu dugc tai sinh.

Mot ngudi chét di cho mot nguoi
dugc song. Trai tim Abbey don vé noi cu
ngu mdi. Khong chi trdi tim thoi, c6 hién
tdng dén bon ndi tang, giup cho bon
nguoi trong do tudi tu 20 — 60 gianh lai
dugc su song trong cudc chién dau véi
tt than. Co con tang ca d6i mat dep cta
minh cho ngudi khiém thi ngam nhin
dugc cudc séng tuci dep mudén mau
muon ve,

Trai tim con dap nghia la van con sy
s6ng. Ong Conner tin chic nhu vay. Ab-
bey, con gai 6ng, van dang song & mot
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noi nao d6. Bang moi gid, 6ng phai tim
gap dua con yéu cta minh.

Ong muén rdi khoéi nha, tim dén mot
noi nao dé that xa x6i dé€ mong lam nhe
bét ndi buon phién de ndng trong long.
Hon thé niia, dng con muon lam diéu gi
dé dé€ ton vinh cudc song ngan ngui va
cao dep cua con minh.

“Toi mudn lam cdch nao d€ moi
ngudi nhan thuc dugc y nghia, su can
thiét, tam quan trong va long nhan ai
cta viéc hién tdng ndi tang minh khi lia
doi”

Conner chia sé diéu nay v6i nhiing
nguoi than va ndy ra y tudng: véi chiéc
xe dap Trek cua minh, 6ng sé thuc hién
chuyén di su6t chiéu doc nudc My, tu
Madison, Wisconsin, qué nha 6ng, dén
tan Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, noi 6ng nhin
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madt con gai minh lan cuoi d€ quang b4,
van dong moi ngudi hudng ung viéc lam
tot dep nay.

“Tai sao khong?” Conner ndi. “Co gi
ghé g6m 1dm dau, va chang thim thia gi
so v6i nghia ct cua con gdi toi. Toi thuc
su mong mudn ngay cang c6 thém nhiéu
nguoi tham gia vao viéc hién tdng ndi
tang nhu Abbey da lam.”

V6iy chi manh mé va tinh yéu khong
bd bén cua dng bd, Conner quyét dinh
thuc hién cho bang dugc viéc nay. Mot
minh mot ngya (sat), 6ng lén dudng
ngay 22 thang Nam, ngay sau ngay du
1€ ra trudng ctia Austin, con trai Ong, tai
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

“Toi tin rang Abbey ciing muén t6i
lam diéu ay,” 6ng noi.
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Tinh khong bién gidi

Khi Jack dugc Louisiana Organ Pro-
curement Agency thong bdo vé cudc
hanh trinh “Abbey’s Ride for Life” cta
ong Conner, anh tim cach lién lac v6i 6ng
va ndi rang gia dinh anh rit vui muing
dugc don ti€p ong trong chuyén di miét
mai ay.
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Sau bon tuan 1€ rong rudi, vuot 1.400
ddm dudng, 6ng Conner da gdp duogc
Jack tai Baton Rouge Louisiana vao dung
ngay Chu Nhat Father’s Day. Trudc mat
ong la chang thanh nién da mau, véc
dang thu sinh, toc tai cat ngan, quin 4o
chinh té. Trong Jack c6 vé hién lanh, dé
mén va ong cé cam gidc that gan gii nhu
tiing quen biét nhau tu bao gio.

Ca hai nhu bi hut vao nhau trong céi
om dai dén hon mot phut. Nudc mat ho
Ua ra.

Jack lan lugt gi6i thiéu gia dinh
minh, 6ng ba, b6 me, anh chi em, nhiing
dda chau... Hai 6ng bo, da trang va da
mau, 6m chdt lay nhau, rung rung dong
1é.

Da mau, thi da sao! Ngay luc nay day;,
ong Conner va moi ngudi ¢ quanh ong
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khong ai nghi téi chuyén da trang, da
vang, da den, da ndu. Hon luc nao hét,
chuyén mau da, mau téc, mau mat...
hoan toan chang c6 y nghia gi. Diéu thuc
su c6 y nghia la, trdi tim Abbey trong
16ng nguc Jack da mang hai gia dinh xa
la lai gan v6i nhau.

bay khong phdi 1a tinh cach cta
Abbey dé sao? Conner con nhd, co bé
ting ké 6ng nghe mot canh trong cuén
phim ma c6 xem dén hai lan, “To Sir, with
Love”. Ong thay gido bi dit tay va c6 nii
sinh té vé ngac nhién khi nhin thay mau
cta ong thay da den cling mau dé tuoi
giong nhu mau c6 vay.’

Trai tim Abbey va hinh hai Jack cling
thé thoi, cling cung chung dong mau.

“Happy Father’s Day!” Jack mim cui
budc dén bén Ong, trén tay cam goi qua.
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Conner dén ldy, mé ra. Mot chiéc
stethoscope — Ong nghe ctia bac si. Ong
thoang ngac nhién nhung roi hiéu ra.

“Cam on chau. Cai nay hay day”

“V6i cdi nay,” Jack noi, “Bac sé nghe
16 tiéng dép cta con tim co ay”’

Conner ling ngudi di méy gidy. Ong
bat ra mot tiéng nac khong giau dugc,
dua cuom tay quét ngin nudc mat. Jack
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cGi tung nat ao d€16 vét seo dai chay doc
trudc nguc. Conner gan 6ng nghe vao
hai tai, 4p dau day bén kia vao nguc Jack,
diang cho trai tim cdu. Khong, trai tim
con gdi 6ng. Ong nhim mit lai, chaim
chtu ling nghe... Lat sau, 6ng g6 6ng
nghe, ldng im vai gidy nhu c6 tran tinh,
r6i budt miéng:

“Well, it's working.”
“Oh yeah, definitely!” Jack dap.

Khong chi nghe r6 nhip dap déu déu
cla trai tim, Conner con nghe dugc ca
tiéng thi tham quen thudc ctia Abbey,
“B6 dén thdam con day phai khong? Con
van 6n ma, B6 diing lo cho con. Cho
nay, budng nguc cta Jack day, tot 1am B6
a. B6 con minh van gan nhau ma, phai

khong?”
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Ong da bao 14n 6m chit con minh
vao long, bao lan nghe hoi thé con, nhip
tim con dap ron rang nhu thé nay. Ong
da bao lan 6m ap dtia con yéu, tli thud cod
con bé bong, tii thué me c6 con sdng, va
ca nhiing lan hai b6 con xa nhau roi gan
nhau nhu thé nay.

Conner cui dau that siu, hai mat
nham nghién, nudc mat lai muon da ra.
“Dung thé Abbey;,” 6ng cling thi tham.
“B6 dén tham con day. B6 dén tham con
dé xem con da ‘song’ nhu thé nao ké tu
ngay xa Bo. Sau cung thi b6 con minh da
gap dugc nhau, phai khong, ‘baby girl
cta B6?”

“Baby girl”, 6ng Conner nhd tting goi
con bé nhu vay.
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“Cdm on chdu,” 6ng ngudc lén, mim
Cu01 vGi Jack.

“That la mot phép la,” Jack néi. “Ab-
bey giong nhu la ba tién cé phép mau
trong chuyén co tich. Chau da chét di,
roi dugc song lai. Chdu mang on co6 ay
nhung khong cé cach nao dé tra on.”
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“Duing nghi dén chuyén dén on dap
nghia,” 6ng Conner mim cudi véi chang
trai. “Cach trd on tot nhat la hay song
tot. Don gian la vdy. Song nhu Abbey
vay, giup d6 ngudi khac va mang niém
vui dén cho moi nguoi”

“Chéau hiéu,” Jack noi nho. “Chau

con phai cam on Bac nia.”

“Béac phai cdm on chau chu,” Conner
lai mim cudi. “Nho c6 chdu ma Bac duoc
gap lai Abbey. Bac that hanh phuc.”

Conner ngam nhin chang trai trac
tudi con 6ng. Ong nhin xuéng chiéc 6ng
nghe van cdm trén tay, mon qua ddc biét
Jack tdng cho 6ng. Trong d&i minh, qua
la 6ng chua bao gié nhan dugc qua ting
Father’s Day nao y nghia hon thé.
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Nh& cd Jack, 6ng Conner biét dugc
rang trai tim con gai ong chua cé phut
giay nao ngung dap, cd diéu trdi tim ay
da don sang hinh hai khdc. Abbey da cho
khong trdi tim quy giad cta minh. C6 da
cho khong, khong diéu kién, khong cd
bat ct su lua chon nao. Dau cho hinh
hai 4y, da dé kia cé nhu thé nao thi trai
tim ¢6 van rOn rang nhiing nhip dap yéu
thuong.

Tinh yéu c6 gti vao trai tim 1a tinh
khong bién gidi.



Abbey lia xa bo khi tudi co viia tron
d6i muoi, tudi tuci dep nhat ctia mot doi
nguoi. Trai tim c6 dang tran day nhua
song, tran day uéc mo. Co khao khat
song va thiét tha yéu doi. Co theo dudi
nganh hoc Public Relations tai trudng
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater v&i
uéc mong co co hdi mé rong giao ti€p
v6inhiéu ngudi va cling giup dugc nhiéu
nguoi.
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Vé6i Conner, con gai 6ng van dang
song; hon thé nita, c¢6 thuc hién dugc
diéu udc mudn lalam dep cho cudc song.
Con gi hon thé niia.

V6i Jack, anh bat dau lai cudc song.
Anh yéu cudc song hon bao gio. Jack sé
trd lai trudng hoc, sé noi lai nhiing giac
md con dé dang vi phai béd d& chuyén
hoc hanh. Anh sé di ti€p con dudng Ab-
bey da di; hay néi mot cach nao do, anh
di theo tiéng goi ctia con tim nong am
dang nam gon trong 16ng nguc anh.

Chia tay gia dinh Jack, 6ng Conner
lan lugt 6m hon tling ngudi mot trong
gia dinh anh. Sau cuing, 6ng lai 6m chat
lay Jack, guc dau lén vai anh, ngé nhu
dang 6m ap dia con yéu quy ctia minh.

Va r6i Conner lai leo 1én lung chiéc
xe dap, lai tiép tuc Ién dudng. Ong phai
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di cho hét cudc hanh trinh. Lan nay, 6ng
c6 thém ban dong hanh la bang ghi am
tiéng nhip dap con tim ctia Abbey ma
gia dinh Jack gtii ting 6ng. Conner nhu
dugc tiép stic, o6ng cam thay sung stc
hon bao gio.

Conner du kién ngay 10 thang Bay
t6i day sé cham “muc dén’, Broward
Health Medical Center tai Ft. Lauder-
dale, Florida, la noi Abbey da dugc cac
bac si giai phau ldy néi tang. Noi day,
ong sé thuc hién not viéc sau cung la rai
tro con minh xu6ng long bién khoi, nhu
moét dau cham hét cho cudc hanh trinh
dai mai dén 2.600 ddm trudng.

Abbey yéu bién, co sé vé lai v6i thién
dudng “bién xanh, cat trang, nang vang”
cua Florida.
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Tra 16i cac phdng vién bdo chi vé
cudc “hanh trinh don doc” trén lung con
ngua sat, ong Conner noi, “To6i khong hé
don ddc. Luc nao Abbey ciing & canh t6i.
Mot khi ban lam di€u gi c¢6 y nghia, ban

A »

sé khong cam thay don doc.

Conner tin tuéng mot cach manh
mé sé c6 nhiéu ngudi cung dong hanh
v6i 6ng. Trong 14 thu ngo gui cho bdo chi
ké vé cudc hanh trinh “Abbey’s Ride for
Life” doc nudc My nham vin dong viéc
ghi danh online dé tr& thanh ngudi hién
tdng noi tang, c6 doan dng viét:

“That 1a ich ky khi ban nhit dinh
chon theo ban nhiing gi ¢ thé ctiu vét
dugc mang song con ngudi. Ban khong
mat gi ca trong lac mang dugc hanh phuc
dén cho nhiing ké xau s6. Vay tai sao ban
lai ti chdi hay ngan ngai? S6m mudn gi
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thi ban va tdi cting phai chét ma, lam sao
tranh khéi dugc. Vay tai sao khong lam
cho cdi chét cia minh khong v6 nghia va
phi pham?”

“Néu ban mudn d€ lai mot di san,”
ong viét & mot doan khac, “khong cé di
san nao quy gia hon la giap cho ngudsi
khac dugc tiép tuc song, mdt cudc sdng
y nghia”

Phan t6i, rat lay lam “tam dac” doan
cuoi 14 thu ctia 6ng Conner:

“Ban van dén nha thg, nha nguyén
dé cau nguyén sau khi chét sé dugc lén
thién dudng, phai khong? Vay tai sao
ban khong lam viéc d6? Loi nguyén cau
ctia ban sé s6m dugc cuiu xét. Hay trao
tdng cho ngudi khac nhiing gi Thugng
bé da ban tdng cho ban. Day la 1€ cong
bang. Ban dau can phai mang theo tat ca,
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mot khi than xdc ban nhe nhang thi ban
ciing dé... bay 1én tGi thién dudng.”

Lé Hiu















