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CHUONG 1

([: ach may nam trudc, tai Sai Gon, &
vé dudng Espagne (nay la Lé Thanh
Ton), khoi rap hat bong mot khuc, cé mot tiém
maytrén ctia treo mot tdam bang hiéu dé hai chi
16n: Vinh Hung.

Tiém don trong mot can pho lau rong rai
mat mé. Phia ngoai ctia c6 mét bo van 16n bé
day trén mot ticdé cho thg ngdi cat 4o. Hai bén
dé hai hang tu kiéng, dung du cac thi hang, lua
ni, nhung. Chanh gitta 4 mdt hang bon cai may
cd treo may ngon den khi chup cé két tua. Phia
trong thi don mdt cai phong, cé dé ghé salon c6
treo kiéng 16n dua vach dé tiép khach dén dat
ma 40, hodc dén thu ao.
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Tiém may dep dé nayla tiém cua ba Tu Kién.
Vi tiém may c6 danh may khéo, nén ti s6ém moi
cho t6i chiéu khanh ra vo ddt may do déap diu
trong tiém thudng thudng phai c6 chin mudi co
thg.

Ba Tu Kién tudi da sdu muoi, ma téc chua
bac, rang con chac. Ba bdn tanh bai budi, vui vé
nhung ma ba khong ua théi nhong nhéo hodc
gian ta, hé thay viéc gi trai dao ly thi ba ndi ngay,
khong sg mich longai hét, béi vay may co thg
may thuong ba ma ciing kinh trong ba lam.

Mot biia 10i 4 gid chiéu trong tiém cac tho
duong lang xang, ké ngodi lugc do, ngudi ngoi dap
may. Co mot cd gai 16i 24 25 tudi, minh mac mot
cai 4o xuyén den cfi, mot cai quan hang trang
nhut nhut (khong con méi), chon mang moét doi
gudc den, vai vat mdt cai khan lya trang, tay 6m
mot cai bao bang gidy nhut trinh, dling trudc ctia
tiém ngd vo. Tuy cd an mac tam thuong, khong
gioi phan, khong thoa son, khong cao chon may,
16ng mat, khong deo do nii trang, tai trai chi deo
mot doi bong ho (bong tai gan hot ho phach -
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Bernstein), nhung ma nudéc da c6 trang lai ting
hong guong mdt co tron lai diem dam, moi c6
moéng ma lai do, mat c6 sang ma lai nghiém, hai
ban chan nho ma no vun, hai ban tay dai ma diu
nhiéu, nén ai thay c6 thi cling tram tro6 gai dep.

Co dung bg ngg mot hai, rdi rén rén budc
vO tiém, lai dung gan mot cdi may ma coi mot co
thg duong may. Co6 thg may thdy co la ay ding
l4u, bén hoi rang:

— C6 mudén mudn may do hay la lai day cé
viéc chi? Nhu mudén may do, thi co6 di ngay vo
phong trong kia c6 ba chu ¢ trong.

Co la 4y du du r6i ndi rang:

— Khong. T6i v6 coi choi, ché c6 muén may

do chi dau.

Co6 dung ng6é quanh quat moét hoi nia, roi
cdi xuong hoi nho nhé ¢6 thg may rang:

— Khong biét tiém c6 can dung thg may
thém nifa hay khong, chi ha?
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C6 thg may ngudc mdc ng6é c6 no ma hoi
rang:

— CO6 muon xin may hay sao?

— Phai. Néu tiém c6 thiéu thg, thi toi xin & toi
may.

— C6 mot chi thg théi may da hon ba tuan
r6i, ma khong thay ba cht kéu ai thé. Dau co di
thdng vo phong noi véi ba chi coi ba chiu muén
hay khong.

Co la ay ngo vo phong ma c6 du dy khong
dam gid chon lén di. Lic dé tdm man che ctua
phong vung khoat lén, trong phong budc ra mot
c6 chon may vé cong vong nguyét, hai mai td doé
tg bong vong (14 to bong do, 1a dugc dung goi
nem chua), chon mang giay cao goét, minh mac
ao ran ri, tay 6m bop xam xam. Sau lung c6 mot
ba di theo, tay cAm cdp mat kiéng, ba vuia di viia
ndi véi co di trudce rang:

— C6 nhé chiéu tht nam lai ban thid coi.
Tiém cuatoi thg cat thg may déu khéo nhit, ché
khong phai nhu tiém ctia ho vay dau. Toi may
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cho c6 ban mdt caido ndy rdi tu ray sap 1én co lai
tiém toi, c6 khong them tiém nao khac hét.

C0 no day lai cudi va noi:

— Cam on ba roi xung xdng di ra ctia, mui
dau bay thom ngat.

CoO thg may ben ndi véi ¢6 la mudn xin &
may do rang:

— Ba chu dd, c6 mudn xin ¢ may thi néi véi
ba th coi.

Co laay xén lén budc ra, tinh dén ba cht. Ba
dua khéch ra khéi cta rdi ba trg vo, ghé lai bo
van ma noi véi chi thg cat rang:

— C6 d6 1a co thay thuoc (vo ctia moét y si)
Con trong Chg Lén. Véc 4o dua hoi nay do phai
cat cho thiét khéo, chiéu thi ndam co6 ra ban thu.
Than chu ndy chac la may do nhiéu lam, phai
lam cho tu t€, cho vlia long ngudi ta.

Ba cht din ro6i ba thing thang di vo.

Co la ding cho ba dd, nghe ba ndi chuyén
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v6i chi thg cat thi c6 bién sac, ngo ngan baoi
vay chiing ba ditéi c6 mudn noéi, ma nédi khong
dugc. Ba liéc thay bd c6 mudn noi véi ba thi ba
duing lai hoi rang:

— Co em c0 viéc, chi muon ndi véi qua hay
sao’?

Co bg ngg cui dau dap rang:

— Thua ba, chdu muon xin ¢ may cho ba.
Khong biét ba c6 can dung thg thém hay khong?

Ba cht chau may mang cdp mat kiéng lén,
ding ngo ngay o6 roi hodi rang:

— Chau thud nay may tiém nao?

— Thua, thud nay chdu chua cé may tiém nao
hét.

— Chdu 6 dau?
— Thua chau & dudi Séc Trang.
Ba cht suy nghi réi ndi rang:

— Dau chdu di v6 day coi.
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Ba chu di trudc, c6 di theo sau, vo tit trong

phong ba ngoi trén ghé canapé (trudng ky, ghé

dai) va chi mdt cai ghé nhé ma biéu c6 ngoi. Co
khong dam ngoi, cu ding x6 r6.

Ba hoi co rang:

— Chéau nam nay miy tudi?

— Thua, 24 tudi.

— Pa c6 chdng con gi hay chua?
— Thua chua.

— Chua c6 chong. Vay ma cha me con da hay
khong?

— Thua, 6ng than chdu mat vai nam nay. Chau
con c6 mot me gia ma thoi.

— Ba gia chdu bay gio¢ & dau?
— Thua & dudi Soc Trang.

— Duéi Luc tinh ciing c6 tiém may. Sao chau
khong may & dudi, lai 1én téi trén nay.
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— Thua, & tinh d6 may it lam. Chau s¢g may
khong dt com an nén chdu mdi 1én day.

— Chéu may gidi chua?
— Thua, chdu may 4o 16t cting dugc.

— Chau biét dot may (may bang may may)
hay khong?

— Thua biét.

— Luc nay t6i c6 can mudén thém maot ngudi
thg, song thg gioi kia, ché thg lugc hay la luén
thi to6i c6 du. Dau chdu ra day may thu cho toi
CoL.

Ba dat c6 trd ra ngoai, bi€u c6 may tay, may
mady, may moi thi mot khiic va may du ki€u cho
ba coi. Coi b¢ ba vtia y lam, nén ba gac dau va
dat cd tré vO phong ma noéi rang:

— Chau may dugc. Vay néu chau mudn &
may thi t6i muén.

C6 nghe ba noéi chiu mudn thi c6 10 sic
muing cd ndi rang:
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— Chau cam on ba lam. Chau nguyén rang
lam cho ba vuay.

Ba cht cudi ma hoi riang:

— Chau tén gi?

— Thua, chdu ho Triéu, tén Phung Xuan.
— Chdu & Soc Trang, ma & lang nao?

— Thua chéau goc gac 6 chg Cai Con, tli ngay
ong than chdu mat roi, thi ba than chau & tai Ké
Sach.

— Trong tiém tdi c6 bon nam cd thg khong
c6 chong con thi an day ngt day. Chdu muon &
day hay la t6i chdu vé nha.

— Thua ba, chdau ngheo nén phai xuat than
di lam dn, ddng kiém tién nudi me. J Sai Gon
chdu khong coba con véi ai hét. Néu ba co long
thuong chau, ba cho chau & luon tai tiém thi chau
doi on ba lam.
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— Dugc, 6 luon day ciing dugc. Chdu may
thu thang dau t6i tra tién cong cho 7 dong. Néu
sau chau may kha, thi t6i sé liéu ma cho thém.

— Cam on ba.

— Nay, ma dé tdi ndi trudc cho chau biét.
Tiém toi gat lam ché khong phai nhu méy tiém
khac. Thg may cuta t6i thi phai nghiém chinh, di
diing khong dugc lang lo. Ai mudn chong thi 1dy
chong,ché khong dugc phép ru quén buém ong
ma lam cho tiém mang tiéng khong tot. Nhut la
chdu & Luctinh mdi 1én Sai Gon, chau can phai
de dat cho lam méi dugc. DBat niy ho yéu ma lam
khong nén tin ai hét. Nhiéu ngudi ho néi mot
duong, ho lam mot ngad. Ho dn biia trudc, ho
quén btia sau. Toi ndi riéng cho chau biét phan
nhiéu thién ha ho diém lam, chi mong gat nhau,
giut nhau ché khong c6 tinh nghia chi hét. Vay
moi viéc déu phai cin than.

— Ba thuong, ba day chau nhu vay chau doi
on ba lam. Chau sé ghi nhé nhiing 16i vang ngoc
cua ba.
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— Thoi chau ra ngoai ding t6i tién dan cho
chi em ban ma lam quen vé&i nhau.

May c6 thg cti thay c6 thg méi dung nhan
dep dé, dn n6i nho nhoi, thi chang ai ma chdng
vui long két ban.

Moi ngay dung 6 gio chiéu thi thg nghi hét.
Nhiing c6 c6 nha riéng thi ban 4o, d¢i khan ma
ve, con may co & tai tiém thi ra phia sau ma an
com, roi riia mat, g dau, thay quan, doi 4o, ma
di choi ddng giai cai mét ngdi ca ngay buc boi.

Co6 Phung Xuan & may mdi it biia, thi ba Tu
Kién dom thay c6 khéo léo, siéng nang, nham le,
vui vé, ma lai c6 nét na. T6i nghi may thi co lay
truyén hodc nhyt trinh ndm doc, ch§ chang bao
gi¢ cO budc chan rakhoi tiém. Ba thay vay thi
dem long thuong, song sg may c6 thg kia ghen
ghét, nén thuong thi ba dé€ bung, ché ba khong
16 cho ai biét.

Pén chiéu thi ndm c6 thay thudc Con lai
tiém ban thd do. Blia nay c6 di xe hoi mdéi va
mdc quan 4o con sic sao hon héom trudce niia.
Co budc vo tiém thi hoi trong:
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— Ba cha dau?

Co6 thg ngoi phia ngoai chi ngay v6 phong
khach. Co thay thudc xam xam di riét vo khong
thém ngo ai hét.

Ba Tu Kién kéu chi tho cat biéu dem 4o vo,
ma ba lai kéu c6 Phuing Xuan v6 phong niia.

Co6 Phung Xuan duong may mdy. Co nghe ba
cht kéu thi co lat dat dung day di vo song néu lac
ay ai ngo co, thi sé thay sac mat cd budn nghién
(nhiéu, budn nat long).

Ba chu biéu chi thg cat dua 4o cho c6 thay
thudc ban thi va dan c6 Phung Xuan phai ghi
kich tac rong hep, hodc dai, van, ding nhé ma
may cho dung.

Co6 Phung Xuan phai ding nham c6 thay
thuoc, phéi di chung quanh o6 trot 15 phat dong
h6 méi roi viéc. Co budc ra khoi phong, moi c6
thudng do au, ma bay gid lai tai lét.

T6ibita 4y ba Tu Kién thady may c6 thg may di
choi hét, duy c6 mot minh c6 Phung Xuan ngoi
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buodn hiu, thi ba kéu ¢6 1én 1au va cdy cd6 mang
dum mung rach cho ba. C6 ng6éi ma mang, ba
ndam ma ngo6 co6 trong phong vang vé, duy nghe
tiéng xe chay dudi dudng véi tiéng hat & xa xa
ma thoi. Cach mot héi ba hdi corang:

— Di coi nét na cua chau cho t6i tuéng mao
cung 1a ct chi, thi chdu chang phai la con nha
ngheo. Tai sao ma chau phai xuat than di may
mudn vay.

— Thua ba, hoi trudc cha me chdu ciing kha
may nam nay bi ng nan nén ngheo.

~ O, c6 vay méi phdi ché... Chdu khiém
nhugng nén chau ndi “kha” dd, ché di chac hoi
trudc cha me chdu giau dai, ché khong phai kha
ma thoi dau. Hoéi nhd chdu hoc trudng nao ma
biét chii nén chau coi truyén coi sach dé?

— Thua chau hoc xong Nha trang (truong nit
do nha thd quén ly, con goi la “trudng ba phudc”)
dudi Séc Trang.

— Hoc mdy nam?
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— Thua sau bay nam.

- D¢, di doan trang rdi, phai con nha giau
m&i ¢6 thé hoc Nha trang t6i sau bay nam chd.
Chau biét tai saoma di dam dodn quyét chau la
con nha giau hay khong?

— Thua, khong.

— Dé doan lam. Hoi chiéu c6 thay thudc t6i
ban thu 4o, di dom thdy b tich ctia chau thi
di biét lien. Chau lam thg may ma dem 4o cho
ngudi ta ban tht, chau lai buon buc hé then.
Bao nhiéu doé thi du biét chaula con nha giau,
bay gio suy sup, ra than lam muén, nén chau
md&i ho phan ché.

Co6 Phung Xuédn lam thinh mdt hoi rdi ¢
néi mdt cach rat buon tham rang:

— Ba doan trang lam. Vi ba thuong chau,
nén chau phai to thiét viéc nha cua chau cho ba
6. Song chéau xin ba dting ndi lai cho chi em ban
ctia chdu biét ma ho cudi chdu t6i nghiép. Ong
than ctia chau hoi trudc lam Cai Tong c6 ruong
dat nhiéu moi nam gop hué lgi téi ba bén chuc
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ngan gia laa. Vi théi van khong may, mtia mang
that bat, ng nan chong 16i, gia dinh suy sup, 6ng
than chau lo lang hét stic ma lo khong kham nén
chti ng bién tich phat mai ruong dat nha ctia hét,
Ong than chau that chi, buén rau, nhuém binh
ma chét. Chau céd mét ngudi anh thu hai, lam
Huong chtt & K& Sach. Anh ciing nghéo, con
nguoi chi thu ba ctia chdu, chi c6 chong Cai Con
thi chi kha.

Noi thiét cho ba thuong. Tuy bay gid me con
chau nghéo, song trong xu ai ciing biét la vg con
cua Cai Tong. Khong 1é chdu 6 d6 ma lam thué
lam muén cho dugc. Chau 16n roéi, néu chau
theo nuong tua véianh, thi sg chi dau ndi tiéng
nang tiéng nhe. Con chi rudt cua chau thi chi
con 6 chung véi cha me chong, chdu khong 1é
theo & vdi chi. Tai cai phan ctia chdu nhu vay dé.
nén chdu phai budc long goi ba than cua chau
& v6i anh chdu dang chdu di xa lam muén cho
thién ha khoi ché cudi.

\ A

Co6 Phung Xuan thudt tdim sy ctia ¢c6 ma co
rung rung nudc mat.
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Ba Tu Kién dong long, nén ba tho ra ma noéi
rang:

— O doi giau hay ngheo 4y 1a may véi rii ma
thoi, ché khong phai gioi hay la dé. Troi khién
cai mang chdu phailan dan lao dao nhu vay, chau
chang nén bu6n lam chi, ma chau thdy ngudi ta
giau, chau chang nén hé then. Chéu cé hoc ty
nhién chau biét. Tién bac khong phai quy, dic
hanh kia méi thiét quy, bdi vi tién bac dé kiém
ché ditc hanh khoé kiém, tién bac cé, nhiéu khi
phai tién tdn, ché dic hanh dau chiing nao cling
con hoai. Ho giau ma ho dn & bay ba thi sao bang
minh nghéo ma minh dn & t té. Di khuyén chau
diing thém so sanh su giau ngheo, chau cu lo
giti ti€t cho sach, tap tanh cho cao, gin long cho
ngay, rang chi cho viing, chdu dugc nhu vay du
ngheo ma chdu quy hon con nha giau sang hét

thay.

Ba nam suy nghi sao d6 roi ba lai hoi tiép
rang:

— Bita hdm chau ndi chau 24 tudi, phai hon?
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— Thua phai.

— Tudi cling trong ro6i! Sao chau khong tinh
14y chong dang c6 ché ma nuong dua.

Co6 Phung Xuan nghe héi t6i cau dé thi co
cui mat xuéng, nhéu hai giot nudc mat trong cai
mung. Co nghen ngao nén dap nho nhd rang:

— Phan chau nghéo khd roi, ai théem cudi ma
mong lay chong.

Ba Tu Kién ngoi day tém trau ma an va noi
rang:

— Thiét do, chut doi nay la doi tién bac. Thién
ha ho ké dong tién, ché ho mang gi dic hanh.
Trai c6 hoc thi chen nhau danh giut nhiing tiéng
kéu “thay’, kéu “6ng”. Con cudi vg thi ho ki€m
may cho giau dang on y sam nha lau, mua xe hoi
tot. Con gai ngheo thi c¢6 thé gi ma mong lay
chong cho sung sudéng tam than dugc. Kia nhu
6ng Huyén Phi & trongBa Chiéu d6. Ong c6 ba
bon dda con gai dda nao cling hoc gidi, banh trai,
may va khéo ma vi 6ng ngheo nén con 6ng so6 sd
ma c0 ai thém ré téi dau. Doi khon nan qual
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Co6 Phung Xuin mang 16 mung rach xong
rdi, dong ho go 9 gis. Ba Tu Kién biéu co6 di nghi.
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CHUONG 11

@ng Phan Thém la mdt ngudi tdnh nét
hoa hudn, dn & nhon tir. Ong lam viéc
tai s§ Thuong Chanh Sai Gon hai muoi may
nam, 6ng chang hé méch long anh em trong ty,
ma cling chang biét gian hon ai hét.

Nguoi tanh tinh nhu vay, cu xt nhu vay
ai quen cling déu thuong mén chang hiéu tai
mang s6 lamsao ma da khong dugc huéng hanh
phug, lai con phai mang mot cdi tai hoa l6n trong
chon gia dinh, lam cho tri 6ng muén dao dién,

long 6ng phai kho héo.

Ong g6c & Phung Hiép. Ong cudi vg tré ma
c6 con cling mudn, dén 32 tudi vg chong mdi
sanh dugc mot dua con gdi. Vg chong 6ng an 6
vGi nhau rat thudn hoa, lai it con nén cung con

khong ai bi kip.
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Nho 6ng can kiém lai cting nho cé ctia phu
am (cua thta ty) gidp v nén 6ng c6 sam dugc
mot s rudng tai kinh S6c¢ Trang, moi ndm thau
hué 10i 16i 5 ngan gia lda. Ong lai c6 mua dugc
mot miéng dat nho trong Chau Thanh Sai Gon,
phia sau Nha Thé Chg b1, 6ng cat mot cai nha
ngo6i nén duc, vach gach cao rdo sach sé ma § véi
VO con.

Gia dinh cua 6ng duong dam am vui vé
thinh linh dit bang song day lam cho ra rdi tan
nat, dau dén khong biét chiing nao.

SO la cach 3 ndm trudc, con gai ong luc ay
dugc 13 tudi. T6i mua gdt, ba Phan sta soan
xuong Séc Trang ma thau gop lua ruong. Vi ba
cung con ba khong muon rdi con, nén ba néi véi
ong rang:

— Toi di lau, d€ con nhé & nha sg n6 nhé. Lai
néu dé€ né 6 nha moi ngay 6ng mac di lam viéc
thi né budn t6i nghiép. Thoi dé t6i dan nd theo
toi cho xong.
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Ong Phén ciing cung con, song 6ng nghe ba
noi trang ly, nén 6ng khong né can, duy cé din
ba gop lua riét ma gdi roi vé cho mau ma thoi.

Ban di thi me con di xe hoi do. Xuong rudng
G it bita, ba Phan lai thay nhut trinh dang tin
noi c6 moétchiéc xe do dudng Sai Gon - Séc
Trang vi chay mau nén lat, hanh khéach chét hét
hai ngudi, va bithuong trén mdt chuc ngudi. Ba
hay tin ay thi ba s¢ qud, nén chuing gép lua géi
xong roi ba khong dam vé xe. Ba biéu ta dién
chéo ghe dua ba lén Nga Bay r6i me con xudng
tau ma vé Sai Gon, tinh tranh tai nan vé xe dung,
xe lat. Tuy ba dé dat ky ludng, song con ngudi
hé mang cai mang da cun roi thi khé ma chay
trdi cho khoi nang dugc. Chanh chuyén tau me
con ba di do, chiéc tau rai nd ndi sd6-de (nodi hoi)
chim ban dém gitia song cai, hanh khach chét
rat nhiéu, me con ba phdn déu chét trong cai tai
nan ay.

Ong Phén Thém hay tin, thi 6ng bin ran
tay chan. bat tinh nhon sy. Cai hanh phuéc cua
doi ong 1a vgvéi con, nay vg con tiéu mat mot
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lugt, tiéu mat mot cach bat ngd, mdt cach tham
thi€t thi cdi hanh phudc ay né tan nhu chom
may, n6 ra nhu bot nudc, cai doi cua 6ng khong
cén nghia ly gi. Ong gugng gao di kiém vét tu
thi ctia vg con ma chon réi tré vé nha mdét minh
hiu quanh, 6ng nghi cudc doila mot giac mong,
cd sanh rdi co td, c6 vui roi cd buon, 1é thii cling
nhu cong hiu, dong lan hup trong bién luan hoi,
dong lan 16n trong vong phién nio.

Ong nhé vg con, 6ng trach cin s6, 6ng hét
mudén cong danh nita nén 6ng lam don xin huu
tri, dang giducdi sic budn trong nha cho thién
ha khoi thay ma thuong tam.

Trong ba nam nay ma téc 6ng da bac hét
phan nta, rang 6ng da rung hét vai cai, hinh vdc
ong da 6m, da mdt 6ng da dun, khi thi x4n ban
ngoai san stia kiéng trong bong, khi thi nam co
trén ghé nghi viéc doi, hodc doc ti€u thuyét.

Mot budi sém moi, chi Mudi la ngusi & ndu
an, mac lang xang sau bép, con chu Sen 1a ban
(ngudi giup viéc) trai thi duong lau ta, lau ban.
Ong Phan Thém dung trudc san xem bong, thinh
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linh 6ng thay c6 mdt cdi xe kéo ngling ngay ctia
ngd. Ong dom coi khach nao dén thim, té ra
Ba Tu Kién, la chu tiém may “Vinh Hung” quen
biét 6ng thud nay.

Ong moi chao ba, cha kip moi vo nha thi ba
ndi rang:

— May thang nay t6i khong gap ong nay cé
dip di 1én mé trén ndy, nén ghé tham 6ng mot
chut. Sao 6ng khong di choi, cti 6 nha hoai, 6ng
Phan.

Ong thé ra ma dap ring:

— Toi co6 biét vui la cai gi dau ma di choi.

~ Ong cti budn riu hoai!

— Khong buon sao dugc, ba Tu.

— Buon thi phai di choi cho khuay lang ché.
— Toi tudng kho ma khuéy lang dugc.

Hai ngudi dit nhau v6 nha. Ong phan mai
ba Tu Kién ngdi bo van 16t can bia, kéu chu Sen
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biéu dem nudc tra dai khach, roi 6ng kéo ghé
ngoi tai ban viét cho gan ba va ndi chuyén.

Ba Tu muodn khuyén gidi 6ng Phan nén ba
ndi rang:

— (O ddi ai c6 mang s6 ndy, hoi nio ma budn
rau. Nhu toi day, hoi 6ng mat t6i cling buon di
lam chg, ma buon it thang ro6i khuéy lang lan lan,
dé tri lo 1am an, ché nam co ma budn rau hoai,
thi chét doi con gi.

— Ong mat ma ba con co vai ngudi con. Tuy
con c6 gia that riéng song cling con dé. Con phan
toi thi rui hét moét lugt, hé nhd tdi thi toi dut rudt
nat gan, lam sao ma vui dugc.

— Tai phan s6 cua ba Phan t6i chiing d6 ma
thoi, nén trdi khién ba phai theo dng theo ba. Bay
gio 6ng buon rau dén chiing nao di niia, ba Phan
hay la con chdu cling khong song lai dugc.

— Da biét nhu vay d6é ché ma t6i khuay lang
khong dugc biét lam sao.
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— T6i khuyén 6ng phai di choi, di xt nay, xd
kia ty nhién khuay lang.

— Toi c6 di thi roi. Di ra ngd thay thién ha
ho ¢6 vg c6 con ho vui v6i vg con, t6i nghi lai
phan t6i thi t6i cang budn nhiéu hon nita. Nhat
la t6i thay con gai cua ho mdt trang mot 1da véi
con nho cua t6i thi tdinhg con nho t6i qua, chiu
khong dugc. Vi vay nén toéi hét muon di dau ntia
luc duc 6 nha ra v6 thay chan dung cua con nhé
toi cho t6i d& buodn.

Ong Phan néi t6i d6 6ng ngd vo ban tho hai
hang nudc mat rung rung.

Ba Tu Kién ng6 theo 6ng thi thay trén ban
thd c6 treo hai tdm chan dung, hoa thiét 16n,
mot tdm ctia ba Phan thi ngoi, mdt tam cta con
gai ba thi diing, hai tam dong khudn long kiéng
ky ludng. Ba thay 6ng Phan dau dén vé gia dinh
qua thi ba dong long ba muon kiém 16i khuyén
giai dng, nén ba ndi rang:

— Ong buon rau qua, t6i s¢g 6ng dau chg, ndm
nay toi coi 6ng ém lung lam.
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- Oi! Dau 6m gi tdi ciing khong cin. Toi
muon chét phut cho réi ché song nhu t6i nghi
cting khong ich gi.

— Ong ndi nhu vay sao phai. Ong nim nay
chua day 50 tudi, ma mudn chét cai gi!

— Ché t0i song nita lam gi? Cai doi cta toi
khong con muc dich gi niia, song thém mot ngay
thi phién ndo thém mot mé, ché c6 ich chi dau?

~ Ong ndi nhu vay tdi xin do 16i ong. Doi
thiéu gi ngudi gay ganh (chét vg hay chét chong
) ntia chting nhu 6ng vdy. Ho kiém ch6 chap noi
(cudi vo hay chong ké) roi ciing sanh con dugc
vay chd.

— Ho khdc t6i khac. Toi lam nhu ho khong
dugc.

— Tai sao vay? Ong nam nay thiét may muoi
tuoi?

— Toi dugc 48 tudi.

— MGi 48 tu6i ma gia ca gi do! Co nguai téi



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 33
sau muci ma ho con cudi vg, con sanh con do
sao.

— Téi lam sao kiém dugc ngudi nhu vg toi
hoi trudc, ma ba biéu toi cubi vg khac?

— Phai, vg chong chap noi thi lam sao cho
bang nguyén phoi dugc. Nhung ma ong & tro
troi mot minhnéu cé mét ngudi don ba & trong
nha sém khuya hu hi v6i 6ng, thi cd 1€ 6ng cling
bét buon duogc ché.

— Khé 1am ba 6i! Toi da gay dung dugc mot
cai gia dinh dam am, vui vé thi ton cong phu
khong biét bao nhiéu. Thinh linh cdi gia dinh ay
tan ra di. Bay gio toi da gia roi, t6i nham kho ma
lap lai mot cdi gia dinh khdc nitta cho dugc.

— Ong trong tudi ché chua phai 1a gia thiét.
Toi tudng néu o6ng cudi vg khac, thi con kiém
con dugc ma.

— Con kiém con lam chi? Vi dau troi nhiéu
14 A e 14 ~ A\ 7. 2 <« °\
phudc cho t6i c6 con niia thi cdi canh “cha gia
con mudn’, la mot cai hoa thém nta ché ich gi.
Ngudi dén tudi ndy nghi ciing chang con s6ng
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bao lau nia. Néu t6i cudi vo khac rdi sanh con,
chling t6i nham mat, t6i bo lai vg gda con tho bo
vo chiu chit, & dudi ctiu tuyén t6i chiu sao dugc.

— Ong lo xa qué. Chua chét dau ma. Thé nao
ong cling séng t&i bay tdm muoi tudi ché. Hai
muoi may hodc ba muoi ndm niia 6ng mai chét
thi con 6ng 16n ro6i con lo noi gi.

— SOng chét la may tao hoa, ai ma ddm doan
trudc dugc. Vay ché ba khong nghe ngudi ta
ndi: “Nhon sanh that thap cd lai hi” (ngudi tho
b4y muci xua nay hiém) hay sao. Ngudi ma qua
40 tuoi roi thi dling tinh lam giau, boi vi giau
huéng khong dugc, ma cling diing tinh lap gia
that baoi vi gia that 1dp muon thi vg phai bo vo,
con phai that dudng.

— Ong khong chiu cuéi vg sanh con, thoi thi
ong xin con ho 6ng nuoi, bay gid n6 ha hi véi
ong, ngay sau no cung quay ong.

— Toi ¢6 tinh viéc d6. To6i mudn cho doi toi
co muc dich nén toi c6 tinh xin con nit ctia ho t6i
nudi, roi toi gia cong day do ren tap cho no trd
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nén ngudi dung dan. Ma rdi toi nghi, con ctia ho
khong phai mau thit cia minh dé gi ma tap cho
no6 giong tanh minh dugc. Néu minh nu6i minh
day n6 ma rti gdp dia ngang nganh, thi da uéng
cong ma con phién long minh nta.

— Cai nao 6ng cting khong chiu hét, thoi thi
di tu cho r6i ché & thé gian sao dugc.

— Ba ndéi phai lam. Téi muoén cao dau vo
chua t6i tu cho rdnh ng tran gian. Ngdt vi may
ong thay chuaphan nhiéu ho khong hiéu ton chi
cao thugng ctia Phit gido. Ho bdu lam théi mé
mudi theo ha thang, tung kinh ma khong hiéu
nghia, lam dc ma lay Phét cau cho dugc niét ban,
khong lo tap tdnh rén long tu bi lai bay dat xui
nguoi tu tat, gan ho t6i sg gai con mat roi toi tu
da khong thanh chdnh gidc ma con phai mang
toi na.

— Phai, doi nay thay chua phan nhiéu doéi thé
lam. Ma ho lam sao ho lam 6ng tu mién la o6ng
thanh tadm thoi.

— T6i tu & nha.
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— G nha ma tu sao dugc. Ong tu sao khong
c6 dung ban thd Phat?

— Tho Phat l[am chi?

— Tu thi phai trong Phat, phai thd phai lay
Phit ché.

— Phai. Tu thi trong Phat, tin tuéng Phat. Ma
trong la trong ctt chi, trong tam tanh ctia Phat,
phai suy niém dang bat chudc cti chi tim tanh
ay ma lam theo, ché tho Phat hay la lay Phat ma
lam chi.

— Ong néi nghe trai doi qua.

— Trai d6i ma triang dao lam da ba Tu.

— Néu ong lam trung dao, thi téi khuyén
ong tu riét t6i di. Ong tu dic dao thi 6ng gidi
phién nao cliing dugc vay.

—Toitudalauroi. Nho tu dé to6i méi con sdng
t6i ngay nay day. Toi tu la tu cdi tam ma thoi, ché
khong chiu cao dau lay Phat, lam nhiing viéc doi
thé.



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 37
Ba Tu Kién ding day va cudi va néi:

- Ong tu cach nao d¢ thi tu, ma t6i khuyén
ong dling cé an chay. Vi 6ng 6m qua, an chay s¢
mang binh.

Ong Phén ciing diing day cudi ma dap ring;:

— Phdi, may thang nay t6i 6m qua. Ba coi
day, 4o quan téiban rong rinh!.

Ba Tu ngd ong roi noi:

- D6 rong hét? Ong biéu stia lai cho viia vin
ma ban. Ban nhu vay ngudi ta qud chd.

Ong Phan dap ring:

— Cé ai dau ma stia.

— Dt hon! Trong nha khong c¢6 don ba thi
kéu mot con thg may lai né stia cho, co kho gi.
Thoi, d€ toi vé toi sai moOt diia 1én né stia cho.

Ba tinh ti 6ng ma v€, ma chua muon tu gia
thi ba lai nghi sao do, nén ba dung lai r6i noéi
rang:



38 § Ho Biéu Chanh

— Nay, to6i m&i muén mdt con thg may khéo
1éo lai dé thuong qua. Téi nghiép né la con Cai
tong hoi truéc ma bi gia dinh suy sup nén bay
gio phai ra than may muén ki€ém com ma an.
Thay cudc doi thiét ngan qua.

Ong Phén thé ra ma dép ring:

— Thi cudc doi hé sanh roi ti, td roi sanh, cé
r6i khong, khong rdi o, tuan huon luén chuyén
hoai, c6 la gi. Cai kiép cua con nguai la ki€p kho,
minh sanh ra ma trd ng tién khiéng (ki€p trudc).
T6i noi thiét véi ba, nhd to6i nhé nhu vay dé nén
t6i md&i con sdng dugc cho téi ngay nay day.

Ba Tu suy nghi rdi gac dau ndi rang:

— Ong néi phdi ldm. Thiét nhu vay. Ma con
nho doé cling ngo, n6é khong buon. Trude & buc
sang giau bay gio rét xudng buc hén ha ma né
ciing thu phan an mang, coi b khong phién
trach chi hét. B&i toi thay nhu vay nén toi maéi
thuong chd.

Ong Phan ngo lo, khong néi nita.



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 39
Ba Tu ti ma ra ctia, chling budc lén xe kéo
ba con noi véi rang:
— D€ sang mai t6i biéu thg may 1én no stia do
stia quan cho.
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CHUONG 111

f(\;/ ang biia sau 6ng Phdn Thém thic day stia
\ N \ N J4 v N A 1
L)soan dot dén nau nudc ddng ché vo binh
tra ma uong.

Tl ngay vg con 6ng mat roi thi 6ng mua
mot cai dén ndu nudc, mot bo chén nho, véi mot
cai binh nho, dé€ sém mai hay la trua, 6ng uéng
nudc tra, thi dng bon than ndu ldy ma uéng ché
ong khong chiu sai chu Sen.

Nudc s6i ong duong ché vo binh, thi ¢
Phung Xuan budc vo cta, chap tay cui dau xa
ong va ndi rang:

— Thua 6ng chdu la thg may & dudi tiém
Vinh Hung. Ba Tu cha tiém sai chdu lén ding
stla 40 stla quan cho ong.
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Ong Phén gic ddu ndi ring:

— Phai, hom qua ba Tu c6 néi. C6 ngoi trén
van dé choi dgi téi uéng nudc roi toi sé soan do
trong th ra cho co sta.

CoO Phung Xuan lai ngdi ghé goc van phia
trong vach.Ong Phan ng6i u6ng it chén nude roi
héi c6 rang:

— CO c6 dem kim chi theo ding & day ma
stia, hay la c6 tinh lay d6 dem vé dudi tiém ma
lam?

— Thua, ba Tu ddn chdu 1én trén nay ma stia
ché dung cé lay d6 dem vé tiém. Ba noi 6 day
stia, dang hé cai nao rdi 6ng ban tht lién cai niy,
coi nhu chua vua thi sta lai nta, ché dem vé
tiém r6i nham chiling ma stia s¢ e khong vtia.

— Ba Tu tinh nhu vay cting dugc. Co c6 dem
kim chi theo hay khong?

— Thua, c6. Chau c6 dem du thi chi.

~ Ao quin cua t6i bay gio rong rinh hét thay.
Chac 1a phai stia miy biia mdi roi.
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Ong ngudc mit ngd co rdi hoi tiép rang:

— CO may tiém ba Tu dugc bao lau rdi?

— Thua chau lai may dugc vai tuan nay.

Ong Phén nghe mdy 10i thi 6ng ngé6 c6 tran
tran roi hoi rang:

— Té ra co6 la ngudi thg may méi ma ba Tu
n6i hom qua dé phai hon?

— Thua ba Tu néi sao?

— Ba noi ¢d la con cia mét 6ng Cai Tong hoi
trudc phai vay hay khong?

Co Phuing Xuén then, nén cui mdt xudéng ma
dap nho nho:

— Thua phai.

Ong Phan chau may roi di mé ta lay hét do
van ao dai dem ra bd mot dong trén van. Ong
ban thti vai cai cho c6 Phuing Xuén coi rong bau,
rong tay cho nao bao nhiéu, roi 6ng ndi rang:
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- D6, cd em sua lan di.Stia xong may cdi do,
r6i toi ban thu, hé viia thi 14y muc ma stia luon
cac 4o kia. Co ngoi bo van d6 ma may. Cho dé
cO ctia sO sang stia dé may.

Ong noi rdi bo di ra trudc san ma stia kiéng.

Co6 Phung Xuan ngo6i cham chi lo lam viéc
bén phan, c6 khong dom ngd ai hét, ma ciing
ling thinh khong noi ti€ng chi. Mot lat cd nghe
ong Phan & ngoai san ndi 16n rang:

— Chi Mudi c6 nau com thi nau thém gao
mot chut ddng c6 thg may an véi, nghe hon.

Co lai nghe c6 tiéng da ro6i thdy mot ngudi
dan ba di ngang qua ctia s, tay c6 bung mot ro
do dn, c6 dinh chling ngudi ay 1a ngudi ¢ ndu dn
cho 6ng Phan.

Trua nang 6ng Phan vo nha, 6ng thay co
cham chi qud thi 6ng cudi ma ndi rang:

— C6 em c6 khat nudc thi di thang ra sau ma
udng. Co6 chi Mudi ndu dn 6 sau.
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— Thua chau khong khat.

— Thung thang r6i stia, bita nao ro6i ciing dugc
khong can phai stia lat dat. Ngodi lau cdmoi thi ra
phia sau ndi chuyén choi v6i chi Mu6i ma nghi
mot chut.

— Thua méi may c6 mdt chut, c6 chi dau ma
meét.

— Nha tuy khong c6 dan ba, ma c6 em dung
ngai chi hét. Co6 dang em ddng chdu ma ngai gi.
Ong nam trén ghé xich du, dua lac lic mot héi
r6i hoi rang:

— C06 em goc gac 6 dau?

— Da chéau sanh dé tai Cai Con.

— Ua! Cai Con, ma thudc bén Séc Tring hay
bén Can Tho.

— Thua bén Soc Tréang.

— Té ra cling & gan t6i ma. Toi goc & Nga Bay.
Co6 em 1a con thay Cai Téng nao dé?
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— Thua chau la con cua Cai Tong Hung.

- O, O t6i c6 nghe danh thay. Thay mit da
bao lau nay?

— Thua m6i man tang vai thang nay.

— Nho 16n t6i mac di lam viéc nén khong
c6 gdp thay lan nao. Tuy khong quen, ché t6i cé
nghe thay hoi trudc la ngudi tl t€ ma lai hao hén
lam. Doi nay thi vay do, phai hung bao phai bg
dd thi méi kha dugc, ché con lam nhon nghia,
giti chanh truc thi mang hai. Thay Cai mat roi
bay gi¢ ba Cai & vdi ai?

— Thua 6 v6i anh chdu dudi Ké Sach.

— C6 em dugc may anh em?

— Thua chdu c6 mot ngudi anh véi mot ngudi
chi déu c6 vg chong roi hét.

— C6 em may cho ba Tu mot thang ba tra tién
cong bao nhiéu?

— Thua ba ndi ba cho chdu 7 dong. Nhu it
thang ba coi chdu may kha thi ba sé cho thém.
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— Bdy dong bac ma dn sao du.

— Thua chdu an & lu6n trong tiém, nén khoi
ton hao chi hét.

— Ché ¢6 7 dong bac ma con phai mudén pho
ma &, nau com ma an, thi chét con gi?

— Thua, chdu méi may ma dugc tién cong
nhu vay cling kha, ché ¢6 ngudi lanh bon nam
dong.

Ong Phén nghe nhu véy thi 6ng gai ddu nhin
mat bo buon hiu.

Chi Mudi nau com don rodi chi buéc ra moi
6ng Phén di dn. Ong Phdn biéu c6 Phung Xuin
nghi may ddng di én com. C6 cdo tU, xin d€ vé
tiem ma dn. Ong khong cho, 6ng noéi ring vé
tiém xa lam, di nang mét lai mat ngay gio, 6 an
com nghi t6i 2 gid sé may nta, rdi chiéu sé vé
tiém. CO lay lam ai ngai, ma bi 6ng mai ép qua,
tung thé c6 noi rang:

— Ong thuong, 6ng cho chdu 4n com, thoi dé
lat ntia roi chau sé an véi chi Muoi.
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Ong lic d4u dép rang;

— Khong dugc. Toi moi c6 em an com c6 1é
nao t6i dé€ cho c6 em an véi ban be vay sao.

Co6 Phung Xuan bdi r6i qud, khong biét
dung chudc nao ma ti, nén ding du du hoai.
Ong Phan néi rang;

— Tudng 1a ai xa la kia. Ché c6 la em chau
ma ngai ndi gi. Toi bi€u thi phai nghe 16i.

— Thua phan chau hén ha, ma ngdi dong ban
v6i ong vdy chau 16i lam, chau dau dam.

— Sao ma heén ha. C6 khong tién c6 lam tho
may. Nguoi ta cé tién mua 4o ma nguoi ta khong
biét may ngudi ta dem mudén c6 may. Co ra
cong ma may thi c6 dn tién, ngudi ta mudn cé
ao ban thi phai tra tién, hai dang cting vay c6 ai
sang hay la hen hon ai dau?

C6 Phuing Xuan khong biét 1ay chi ma cai.

Ong Phan thdy chi Mudi di v6 nha sau, ong
beén ndi thém rang:
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— Ché chi thay Cai con manh gidi, thi c6 em
con sang trong hon t6i niia, diing cé noi hen ha.

Co Phuing Xuén bi ép qua khong thé tii chéi
dudgc cuc chang da phai di an com vé6i dng Phén.
Co kinh 6ng nén phai ngdi dudi dng mot buc
ma an thi ¢6 rén rén khong dam gap do an. Con
Ong thi 6ng ndi viécnay, hoi viéc no khong dut,
coi bo nhu 6ng vui ma c6 mét ngudi khach an
com v6i dng. Ong &n coi ngon 1dm con c6 thung
thang dn hét mot chén com réi cd cdo tii di udng
nuac.

An com r6i 6ng nghi trua. Ong biéu o nghi
ma c0 lai rap may nia, sta téi chiéu roi dugc 3
cai 4o0. Ong ban thu thi viia van, khéi phai stia lai
ntia. Pung 5 gid chiéu c6 xin phép 6ng ding ve
tiém ma nghi, roi sang mai sé 1én stia niia.

May biia sau c6 Phuing Xuan cling lam y nhu
biia dau. 7 gié s6m mai thi lén tdi, trua an com
vGi 0ng Phan, roi chiéu dung 5 gio thi vé tiém.

Stia 4o t6i 3 ngay, ma cling chua roi. Mot
biia trua, duong ngdi an com, 6ng Phan ndi véi
c6 Phuing Xuan rang:
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— HOm nay c¢6 c6 em an com, noéi chuyén
cho vui nén téi an ngon qua. Ngdi an céd mot
minh buon xo, dn khong dugc. D€ chiéu t6i biéu
chi Mudi ndu com sém mot chut dang c6 em an
16i sé vé. Coem chiu phién an dum vdi t6i, dang
vui miéng tdi dn mdi dugc.

Co6 Phung Xuan da dn bta trua roi, khong 1é
tu bita chiéu, nén phai vung 16i.

Stia 4o t6i 7 blta mdéi xong. Ma stia 4o xong
roi, 6ng lai bat cd va ném, va drap (khan boc
ném), va mung nita. Chiingtrong nha chang con
vat chi sta hay la va niia 6ng méi dua tién biéu
c6 ra nha hang mua vai mua ren ddng may man
treo ctia budng va may ctia sé.

Co6 ngdi may thi 6ng it hay noi chuyén véi
cO, song moi ngay hé trua thi 6ng hay nam cai
ghé xich dubén can gitia, 6ng ngéd co6 co khi téi
mot hai gio dong ho ma khong ndi mot tiéng chi
hét.

Mot biia trua, 6ng duong ndm ngoé c6 trong
nha ling trang, thinh linh 6ng hoi ¢ rang:
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— C6 em bay gio than phan coi cut, gia dao

suy vi, sao khong lay chong ma nuong dua cho

do tdm than, d€ di may mudnlam chi cho cuc
kho?

Co6 Phung Xuan ngudc mat ngoé ong roi chau
may dap rang:

— Thua phan chau nghéo hen cd ai thém cudi
ma tinh lay chong.

Ong Phdn cudi ma noéi ring:

— Néu vay hé nghéo thi khong thé nao co
chong hay sao? C9 1€ tai c6 em khong mudnlay
chong ché?

— Thua phai. Cling tai chau khong muon lay
chong.

Ong Phén nghe tra 16i nhu vay thi 6ng ng6i
day dot mot diéu thudc ma hut, bd 6ng suy nghi
ldm. Ong ng6i im lim ma ngd ra sin, 6ng thiy
mot cdp chim sac duong nhay trudc thém, tiéng
kéu chét chét; con trong nhay cho nao thi con
mai nhay theo choé ndy, hai con khong réi nhau
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xa, chiing con kia bay di thi con no ciing bay theo
lién. Ong nhin cdp chim, rdi trong long sanh cam,
nén chim rai nédi rang:

— Phan c6 em con tré, viia méi budc chan vao
dudng doi, chua thay nhiing noi khé bao nhiéu,
ma sao cd em noéi nghe hoi nhu chdn ngdn di
vay! Néu cd em & trong cdi canh cta to6i day thi
c6 em mdi nao né dén thénao nia!

Ong n6i may 16i thudng, ma giong nghe bu6n
thdm 1dm. Ong nin mot 14t rdi néi tham ctia ong
tran tré trong long, khong thé€ dan dugc nén ong
noi ti€p rang:

- CO em noi rang c6 em khéong muon lay
chong. Theo ngudi thudng ho mé mui tran, ho
nghe cau 4y, ho déu cho c¢6 em néi quay. Ché
theo t6i thi tdi cho c6 em noi phai lam. Lam con
nguoi con luc duc trong cai vong kho nao 1a cai
dong “sanh, ldo, binh, td” ndy. Néu sanh ra thi cu
tranh dua danh lgi, mé mén vg chong cho dén
ngay chét, r6i dau thai lén kiép khac cling tranh
danh lgi, mé vg chong nia, lam nhu vay hoai,
thi biét chling nao mé&i qua khoi bién kho.Huong
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chi két vg chong ma chac gi dugc hanh phuc hay
sao. Minh lam than con gdi, khi ngudi ta mudn
cuGi minh, thi ho néi ngon noi ngot, ho hen bién
thé non, ma nhiéu khi vé & v6i nhau roi nhiing
161 ngon ngot thanh ra nhiing tiéng dang cay,
nhting cau thé nguyén déu troi theo dong nudc
hét, roi cai doi ctia minh tuy & chén tran gian,
song chang khic nao nhu nam trong dia nguc.
Néu may ma gdp dugc chong hién, sanh dugc
con thdo, gia dinh dam am hém sém vui vay, roi
thinh linh gdy ganh can thudng, chong con ly
biét thi su thuong ti€c n6 con lam cho minh phai
kho nao, khoé chiu hon nita. Mot cai guong cua
toi day cting du lam cho ngdi ta phai ngao ngan
v€ noi vg chong...

Ong néi t6i d6 r6i 6ng nin tho tay vao tui lay
khédn ra chdm nudc mat.

Co6 Phung Xuan uat vé noi vg chong, nén
nghe 6ng ndi téi viéc vg chong thi ¢6 budn hiu.

Chting c6 thay 6ng nhé téi vg con ma ong
dau dén thi c6 cam xtc trong long nén quén viéc
cua minh ma toi nghi¢p dum cho 6ng.
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Ong ng6i ling thinh modt héi rdi dng cham
rdi no6i ntia rang:

— HOm nay c6 em 1én déy & may, c6 1é c6 em
da thay ro gia dao cua toi r6i. DS ciing vi vg
con ma tudi da 16n, trong nha cé du an, song
toi con phai chiu bu6n tham nhu vay, budn tham
dén nodi 6m o gy mon, dén nodi nhiing viéc thién
ha dong cho la vui ma t6i khong biét vui chi hét.
Toi nghi thiét toi phién tao héa qua. Bay cho c6
cudc gia dinh lam chi, ma loai ngudi phai dau
dén khon khé hét stic! Néu tao hda bay mdt cach
nao khac cho loai ngudi sanh san,ché dling co vg
chong, diing c6 cha con thi céi kho cua ching ta
at giam dugc phan niia, ching ta trd ng trdn ma
giai thoat dé biét chling nao. C6 em nghi tht coi
nhting 16i t6i noi d6 phai hay la quay.

C6 Phung Xuan ngting may ma dap rang:

— Thua nhiing 161 6ng néi dé déu phai hét
thay. O doi cha con ciing l4 tinh nghia. Vg chéng
cling la tinh nghia, anh em ciing la tinh nghia.
Nhung ma trong ba thu tinh 4y, duy c6 tinh
nghia vg chong doi dao hon hét, nhiéu khi né
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lam cho ngudi ta ndo né that chi dén noi coi chét
nhu choi. Ong trach tao héa bay vg chdng, chau
nghi phai lam ché.

Ong Phan cudi gan ma noi rang:

— CO6 em thay viéc cta thién ha ché c6 em
chua ném mui vg chong, ma c6 em con biét nhu
vay do. Chiling c6 em lap gia dinh xong réi thi
mdi thay nhiéu hon niia.

Ong noi tinh cd, ché dng khong ré tAm su
cta cd, nhung ma khong 161 ¢ h¢ ay nhu buoi
moéc khéu ggi long ¢o, c6 khong thé din dugc,
nén cd thé dai ma ndi nho nho rang:

—Thua, chdu cling c6 ném mui chut dinh rdi,
nén chdu mdéi biét vg chong la kho, ché c6 phai
chdu thay viéc cta thién ha ma thoi dau.

Ong Phén chung hting (bat ngd, ngac nhién)
ben hoi rang:

— Té ra c6 em c6 chong rdi hay sao?

ba budc téi 16 roi, khong thé sut lai dugec,
nén cd chay nudc mat ma dap rang:
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— Thua, thiét chau chua c6 chdng, ma cling
nhu c6 mot doi chong roi.

— Ua, sao vay?

— Thua, hoi chdu méi duge 16 tudi thi cha
me chdu cd hia ga cho mdt ngudi trai ngheo ma
hoc gidi, dinh hé hoc thanh tai r6i thi cho vay
duyén. Trong may nam ngudi 4y di hoc thi cha
me chau thudng phu cédp tién bac 4o quan. Luc
bai trudng nguoi dy vé thi thuong téi lui tham
viéng co khi 6 choi ndm mudi btia. Chling nguoi
ay hoc hoan toan roi thi nha chau suy sup, cha
chau chét, gia tai bi cht ng tich hét, ngudi ay lam
lo di kiém cho giau sang ma cuéi vg.

Ong Phan trgn mét ngéd c6 Phung Xuin ma
noi rang:

— Nguoi gi ma dé tién di vay!

C6 nin khe, 1dy khin lau nuéc mit. Ong hoi
rang:

— Ngudi do 1a ai, bay gio lam viéc 6 dau?
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C6 du du mét 1at r6i ndi nho nho rang:

— Thua lam thay thudc, nghe néi 6 dau trong
Cho Lén.

- Tén gi vay?
— Thua tén Con.
— Cudi vg la con ctia ai § dau vay?

— Thua, cudi con gai ctia ong Huyén Ham Cu
G dudi Bac Liéu.

— T6i nghi¢ép cho 6ng Huyén do, vd phudc
qua, nén maéi mang chu ré nhu vay?... Ha! nhan
tinh bac béo hét stic? Mé giau sang ché khong
ké nhon nghia gi?...Heén chi hoi nay t6i hoi sao
c6 em khong tinh lay chong thi cd6 em néi minh
ngheo cd ai lai thém cudi ma mong lay chong.
C06 em budn c6 em odn cling phai. Dd thay chua?
Méi hia hon ché chua thanh gia that ma da kho
nao roi do!

— Thua chau nghi dé chac la tai cdi mang cta
chéu nén chau budn phéan chau ma thoéi ché chau
khong odn ai.
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- DPén nudc d6 ma c6 em cing khong oan?
Néu vay thi c6 em da cé cot tu roi, hodc la con
thuong ngudi dé nhiéu lam.

Co6 Phung Xuan ldng thinh, chdm chi ma
may khong trd 16i niia. Cha Sen & sau budc ra
mdi 6ng Phan di tam lam cho cau chuyén t6i do
roi dut.

Co6 Phuing Xuan may va cho 6ng Phan Thém
dén 15 bita mdi hét cong viéc. Co tu gia dng ma
trd vé tiém. Toi biia ay 6ng Phan di chg mua mot
cay lua trang dem vé, roi sang biia sau 6ng viét
mot buic tho sai chu Sen cam dem cho ba Tu Kién
vGi cay lua va 20 dong bac, ma cay ba Tu dén boi
cong kho nhoc cho c6 Phung Xuan.

Trét ba nam 6ng Phan Thém 6m sau ap tham
sém t6i hiu quanh mot minh, it giao thiép véi ai,
nén khongco dip tho 16 tdm sy ddng ha hoi ma
khuay long chut dinh.

Trong 15 btia ray, nhd c6 cd6 Phung Xuan
§ trong nha may vd, dn com c6 ngudi lam vui
miéng an ngon, nam budn cd ngudi luan viéc
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doi tiéu khién, nhit 1a nho cé dip ay lam cho
Ong thay 6ng budn rau ma c6 ngudi khac ciing
budn rau nhu 6ng vay, tuy hai cdi buon khong
giong nhau, song cing buon vé ndi gia dinh, thi
cai khong khi trong nha 6ng coi ra duéng nhu cé
moi vui vé hon trude.

Ma trét niia thang, moi biia déu thay mat co
Phung Xuan, déu nghe tiéng c6 ndi, déu co co
ngdi an com lam cho con mat quen thay, 16 tai
quen nghe, trong tri quen nhd, roi bay gic bo
van cho c6 ngodi trong tron, vang bat tiéng c6 ndi
chuyén, nam ghé xich du khong thiy hinh dang
cO niia, thi 6ng Phan vao ra trong long budn buc
lai trong tri bang hoang hoai.

Tai sao 6ng budn buc bang hoang? Ong biét
tai vang mat c6 Phung Xuén.

Ma tai sao vang mat c6 Phung Xuan thi 6ng
lai buén byc bang hoang nhu vay. Cau héi ay
6ng vira nghi t6i thi 6ng givt minh. Ong khong
dam tra 161, 6ng nhut dinh quén c6, ngat vi trong
tri quén khong dugc, vén vo thay hinh dang c6
trudc mat, vaing vang nghe tiéng c6 nodi bén tai,
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ndm trong nha cling vdy ma ra ngoai san cling
Vay.

Ong 14y truyén ra ma doc tinh lam nhu vay
ddng khuaylang tri. Té ra doc truyén ma tri khong
c6 chuyénong doc lai nhé chuyén cua c6 Phung
Xuan noéi véi 6ng. Ong but rit trong long qua
chiu khong dugc nita, nén biia sau dn com t6i roi
ong ngoi xe kéo di chg Bén Thanh ma choi. Hoi
mdi ra di thi ong tinh di chg ma chting ra gan téi
thi 6ng lai biéu xa phu chay qua duong Espagne,
r6i 6ng ghé tiém may Vinh Hung.

Lac ay da qua 7 gid t0i, thg may top thi vé
nha, top thi di choi hét duy c6 mét minh co
Phung Xuan luc duc duong stia mdt cadi may may
ma thai.

Ong Phan Thém budc vo6 thdy c6 ngodi dudi
mot cai bong den khi sang 1oa, thi mdt dng tuoci
r6i. Co lat dat diing day chdp tay chao ong. Ong
cudi va hodi rang:

— C6 ba Tu ¢ nha hon c6 em?

— Da thua c6. Ba & trén lau.
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— C6 em may t6i ban dém niia sao?

— Thua, hoi chiéu c6 moét cdi mdy hoi truc
trdc nén t6i ranh chau stia mot chat. Moi ong
ngoi dé day dangchau 1én l1au cho ba Tu hay.

— Lac nay d6 may nhiéu hon?
— Thua nhiéu.

— C0 em stia do t6i ban coi viia qua. San dip
di cho toi ghé cadm on c6 em va cdm on ludn ba
Tu niia.

— Thua chdu may c6 may biia, cong khong
bao nhiéu, ma hom qua 6ng gaoi cho ba Tu dang
dua cho chau t6i 20 dong bac v6i mdt cay hang
thiét nhiéu qua. Cua 6ng cho, chdu khong dam
tit song chdu i ngai hét stic.

~ Oi! Chut dinh c6 dang gi dau. Cong cd may
téi nua thang cuc nhoc qua ma.

Ba Tu Kién & trén lau nghe tiéng 6ng Phan
noi chuyén, ba di xuéng, di méi dugc ntia cai
thang thi ba noi 16n rang:
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— Dt 4c hon? Toi lap tiém may nam roi, biia
nay 6ng Phin mdéi chiu ghé da. Tu ray sap t6i
clia tiém toi phat tai lam roi.

Ong Phan cudi ma dap ring:

— San dip di chg t6i ghé cam on ba.

Ba Tu hoi:

— Cadm on gi ma cam?

— Nho ba cho thg 1én stia 4o nén toi phai
cam on chd.

— Dt hon? Con thg Tu né stua do, vay ma
dugc hay khong?

— DPugc lam, dugc lam, 40 quan cua toi
bay gi¢ viia van ché khong con rong rinh nhu
hom trudc ntia. Toi ban day, ba coi phai viia hay
khong?

Ba Tu ngd 6ng ma cudi, biéu Phung Xuan
ma den trong phong khéch réi mai 6ng vo choi.
Ong Phan véi ba Tu néi chuyén c6 Phung Xuan
lang xdng bung nudc, 14y thudc dai khach. Ong
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Phéan hoi viéc nay, viéc no, bd 6ng vui vé, ché
khong phai buon buc nhu hom ba Tu lén nha
ong do vay. Ong & choi t6i 10 gid r6i dng mdi ti
ma vé. Ba Tu Kién dua Ong ra ctia. Ba ndi rang:

— Luc nay tdi coi bd 6ng kha khd, ché hom
trudc Ong Om qua, thay phat sg.

— Téi b6t 6m hay sao.

— B6t bon.

— Mé6i may biia ray to6i an com dugc. Co 1é
nhd vay nén t6i méi b6t om.

— Ma bo 6ng lac nay coi cling vui nia.

— Al Cai do khong chac béi vi toi tudng
khong thé nao t6i vui dugc.

— Tu hoi hom t6i gid dng ndi chuyén nghe
vui vé qua ché.

— Té6i tham ba t6i phai lam vui ché 1€ nao t6i
dam noéi chuyén budn.

— Vay thi 6ng nén di choi hoai cho vui. Co
budn ra day ndi chuyén choi.
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— May ndm nay & nha hoai, quen thoi, nén
bay gid to6i it muodn di dau.

Ong Phén 1én xe ma vé. Ba Tu trd vo néi vdi
c6 Phuing Xuan rang:

— Téi nghiép 6ng Phan, vg con chét hét, may
ndm nay 6ng that chi 6éng buén rau qua!

Trong may gié dong ho 6ng Phan ngoi tai
tiem Vinh Hung thi 0ng vui thiét, ché khong
phai tai tht 1€ nén lam b vui, chling vé t6i nha
thi sy budn byc ctia 6ng chang nhiing trd lai, ma
con lam cho 6ng khé chiu hon trudc nita. Ong
khong muon nhé t6i c6 Phung Xuan ngdt khong
muén khong dugc, ma hé nhé téi co thi long
Ong bat ngat roi 6ng givt minh. Dém ay 6ng ngu
khong dugc. Ong chong dén ngdi trét miy gio
dong ho. Tri 6ng hoi long 6ng: “Vay ché ong cé
mudn c6 Phung Xuan hay khong?”

Khong ly mudén ma ciing khong nén muén
nhu vay; mdt 1€ la tudi dng bang hai tuoi cta co,
c6 dang con ctia 6ng. Hai 1& 1a 6ng gia roi. Néu
ong c6 vg nho, trong it nam 6ng chét 6ngbd vo bo
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vo con nhu sanh con lai cang t6i nghiép hon niia,
ba lé dng da c6 gay cudc gia that mdt lan rdi. Tai
sO6 mang ctia 6ng phai c6 doc nén Troi Phat méi
khién vg con chét hét, bay gi¢ con mién cudng
cudc that gia mot lan ntia ma lam chi, bon 1€ 1a
c6 duong udt tinh, duong khé than. Chang khéc
nao nguoi choi voi gitia giong song, néu khong
thé ctiu v6t gium tanh mang cling danh gia cua
cO duogc thi thoéi, chd co 1€ nao lai thua lac c6
nguy khén ma du do ép udng.

Ong xét nhu vay thi tring chanh ly. Ma
nhing chanh ly 4y khong du stic manh dap tat
Itia tinh duong ngun trong long 6ng dudgc, béi
vay 6ng mudn quén cd chliing nao thi long 6ng
lai cang khodn khoaichting ndy.

Ong 14y lam kho chiu nén 6ng ty hoi 6ng:
“No vo chong minh trd chua dit hay sao, nén
khién long minh con phai ling xdng nhu vay. Cé
1€ tai nhu vay do”

Ong van biét néu éng néi ma cudi cd6 Phung
Xuan thi trdi phong héa ma ciing trai luong tdm
nua.
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Nhung néu khong thay mat co6 thi dng chiu
khong dugc bay gid biét lam sao? Da say vé tinh
roi thi con ké gi la luong tam, con ké gi la phong
hoa, 6ng nhut dinh phai ra tiém Vinh Hung ma
to thiét cai tinh ctia 6ng cho c¢6 Phuing Xuan biét
va hoi c6 néu cb ung thi dng cudi lién; Ong cudi
c6 ddng g& moi sau tham cua 6ng, ma cling lam
cho c¢6 hudng hanh phuc it ndm, kéo than c6 co
han bo vo tdi nghiép. Chong gia v¢ tré, 6 doi
cling thudng thay hoai.

Hudng chi minh da chét vg con c6 thi ngudsi
htia hon thay c6 ngheo ma phu bac dé€ cudi vo
khéc, thé thi minh v&i ¢6 két duyén ching cé chi
pham nghia ma du du. Dau vg chong vi khac
tudi nén tinh khong dugc dan diu, nghia khong
dugc mdn nong, ma mién la minh c6 c6 & trong
nha, c6 cé chod dung than duong 4y gam ciing du
minh b6t budn trong may nam song sdt, dng cd
quyét dinh nhu vay ma ra t6i tiém Vinh Hung,
Ong thay mat c6 Phung Xuan thi 4i ngai qua nén
md& miéng khong dugc. Ong tinh cdy ba Tu Kién
n6i dum, dén chling 6ng vé thi 6ng madiba Tu biia
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nao c6 ranh xin v nha 6ng cho 6ng noéi chuyén
riéng.

T6i btia sau ba Tu Kién v6 nha tham ong
Phan. Cé 1€ ba thay bo tich cua 6ng khac hon
xua, ba phét nghi trong long nén ba viia ngo6i thi
ba cudi ma hoi rang:

~ Ong moi t6i v6 ding néi chuyén riéng 1a
chuyén gi vay?

Ong Phéan day mat chd khac ma dép rang;
— Chuy¢n riéng cua toi.

— Ma chuyén gi ch6? Phai 6ng mudn cay toi
lam mai hay khong?

Ong Phan r4t hd then, song dng gugng cudi
ma hdi rang:

— Sao ba biét?
— Ma tdi noéi do trung hay khong kia.

— Trang. Ma sao ba biét trudc chd?
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— Con mat t6i gioi lam. Hé ngd thoang qua
thi toi biét lién.

— Ma ba nghi tht coi dugc hay khong? Toi
moi ba vo day la té6i muon hoi ba coi theo y ba
viéc d6 c6 nén lam hay khong. Nhu nén thi to6i
xin ba ra on lam mai dum. Téi tinh lam du 1é
nghia ché khong phdi muon choi qua dudng. Ba
nghi thi coi.

Ba Tu Kién hoi nay ba hi hén, ma nghe 6ng
Phan héi nhu vay, thi nét mdt ba nghiém nghi.
Ba ngo6i ngam nghi mot hoi lau roi dap rang:

~ Ong muén két duyén cung con Phung
Xuan, thi c¢é can danh phan nghia chi dau ma
khong nén. Néu dugc nhu vay thi phan 6ng giai
b6t sau nao dugc, con phan con ng, nd dugc
sung séng tam than.Ngdt c6 diéu ndy la n6 nho
tudi hon ong nhiéu qua: vi nhu bay gid thin né
nghéo khd, né khong né tudi 16n nho, néd ung
ong, toi s¢ 6ng cudi nd roi vé sau 6ng cuc long
ché.

— Tai sao ma ba sg t6i cuc long? Tanh nét co
Phung Xuan c6 cho khong t6t hay sao?
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— Khoéng. Tanh nét ctia n6 khong cé ché nao

ché dugc. Ong kiém tht hét thdy con nha giau,
con nha quan coi c6 dugc bao nhiéu ngudi tdnh
nét bang né ma. Gai nhu no, tuy bay gio nghéo
heén ché gia dang ngan vang, khong phai dé kiém

dau.

— Vay ché tai sao ma néu toi cudi cd thi toi
s€ cuc long?

~ Ong khong hiéu tai sao? Pham con ngudi
dén tudi nao, thi c6 cdi vui, cai budn, cdi ua, cai
ghét, cai mudn, cdi ché riéng theo tudi ndy. Néu
ong két vo chong v6i Phung Xuén ong tudi 16n,
né tuoi nho & mot nha ma hai ngudi tinh y bat
dong thi lam thé nao ma 6ng khong cuc long
cho dugc. Dé€ tdi thi du choong nghe: dng tudi
16n ty nhién 6ng ua thanh tinh. Con Phung
Xuan tudi nho ty nhién né ua ndo nhiét. Ong
muon né theo 6ng, dng cti bat nd & nha hoai thi
n6 khong vui, con 6ng chiu theo y né dng dat no6
di choi, thi 6ng budn. Ong nghi coi c6 cyc long
hay khong?
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Ong Phan ngoi ling thinh ma suy nghi ro6i
ong gic dau ndi rang:

— Ba ndi tring lam. Nguoi khac tudi tu nhién
tinh y khac nhau. Néu t6i cuéi c6 Phung Xuan thi
trong haingudi phai c6 mdt ngudi cuc long. Toi
noi thiét tha 1a t6i chiu cuc long, ché t6i khong
nd dé€ cho co cuc long dau.

— Ong can dam 16n dii ha!

— Khong phai tdi c6 can dam 16n, ma cling
khong phai téi ndi budng. Toi bay git chang con
biét chi la vui ntia. Toi noi thiét véi ba téi ma con
dem long thuong c6 Phuing Xuan chac la tai cai
ng nhan duyén cta t6i ¢ trén coi doi nay chua
duat. Vay toi cudi co la quyét trd cdi ng ay cho
xong ma thoi toi htia chac téi sé lam cho c6 vui
long ludén ludn phan cyc toi lanh toi gdnh vac hét
ma tra ng.

Ba Tu cudi ngat.

Ong Phén khong c6 v diéu cot, nén thdy ba
cudi thi 6ng ldy lam la, 6ng hdi rang:
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— Tai sao t6i néi that ma ba lai cudi?

— Muon cudi vg nho thi cudi ai cudi ché gi
sao nén phai mugn cai thuyét nhon qua ctia Phat
ma day che long duc!

Ong Phdn mic ¢ nén ngoi ling thinh.Ba Tu
ndi tiép rang:

— Néi pha lting ma cudi choi, ché néu ong
cud6i con Phuing Xuan thi hay lam, c6 sao ddu ma
ngai. Ong 1a ngudi cé tiéng tuy trong tudi mot
chut ché chua phai gia, ma & tro troi mot minh,
khong c6 vo con chi hét. Con con Phung Xuan
thi néd nghéo nan, khong noi nuong duva, ma
cling chua c6 chong con...

— C0 gan co chong da ba. Cha me da hua ga
cO roi dgi chang ta hoc xong roi thi cho cudi rai
nha c6 suysup nén chong boi uéc ma bo co di
cudi cho khac.

— Sao Ong biét?

— C0 ¢6 ndi that viéc ay cho to6i nghe.
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— Chong la ai 6 dau?

— Ong thay thudc nao d6 bay gid lam viéc &
trong Chg Lén.

— Vay ma né ddu t6i ché... Néu co6 vay thi no
ung ong cang phdi hon ntta. N6 két duyén véi
ong thi né cé chd nuong dua sung sudng tim
than, con 6ng thi cé ngudi san séc com nudec.
Néu Troi Phat nhéu phudc sanh cho 6ng dugc
mot chut con trai thi cang quy hon niia.

- Qi! Ba bay chuyén 16n qud! Toi khong dam
mo udc cao dén thé dau. Cau trong may ndm toi
con sdng sot day, tdi b6t budn rau va téi lam cho
c6 khéi cuc khé tdm than dugec, thi ciing du roi.

- Bay chuyén 1a sao? Ong con c6 con dugc
lam chd. Tubi 16n c6 duge mot chut con, noi do
dé cho ma nghe, khong vui hay sao?

Ong Phdn chau may dap ring;

— Bay gid lo ndi thi coi c6 ung hay khong
da. Ché lo chi chuyén xa dudng di vay!
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Ba Tu cudi va ba htia d€ vé ba hoi do y co

Phuing Xuan coi c6 nhtt dinh 1€ nao ro6i ba sé tra
16i.

Toi biia sau, tiém dong ctia roi ba Tu Kién
kéu c6 Phung Xuén lén lau ma biéu c6 doc ti€u
thuyét “Ngon co6 gié dua” cho ba nghe. Ba biéu
doc quyén thti nhi, t6i luc Hai Yén thi d4u roi bo
Anh Nguyét, thi c6 nghi phan c6 ching khac
nao phan Anh Nguyét hdi trudc bsi vy c6 cam
dong chay nudc mat, doc tiéng run.

Ba Tu la ngudi biét tam ly nén ba thtia luc dy
ma hoi rang:

— Nghe 6ng Phdn noéi hoi trudc 6ng Cai cd
htia gd chau cho ngudi nao dé, roi chiing ho thi
dau lam thay thudc, ho thay chau ngheo ho phu
bac bo di cudi vg khac cé nhu vay hay khong?

C6 Phung Xuén duong cam xuc, khong thé
dan long dugc nén cd6 mai thuét roé tdm su ctia cd
cho ba Tu nghe, c6 lai ndéi ngay c6 mdi lai tiém
may, co thay thudc Con lai ban thi do. Ngudi do
la vg ctia ngudi phu bac ¢6 hoi trudec.
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Ba Tu chung hting, ngdi ngdm nghi mét hoi
rdi nodi rang:

— Hen chi bita ¢6 thay thuoc Con bén thi ao
chau bg ngo, ma bo coi then thua qua. Ngudi doi
nay phan nhi€u ho khong cé tinh nghia gi hét
mién c6 tién thi théi. Tht don 6ng nhu vy ma
ra gi.

C6 Phuing Xuén cudi gan ma dap rang:
— Thua ba ho sang trong lam ché.
— Sang vdi ai?

— C6 vg giau deo hot xoan 16n, ngdi xe hoi
tot. Thién ha ai cling phai bdm da, c6 ai ma dam
khinh dé.

— Thié¢t nhu vay d6 ché? Dan ctia minh con
khd qua khong biét kinh trong ngudi phai, cd
theo kinhtrong may ké tién bac nhiéu thé luc 16n
dau ho an cudp ma lam ra tién bac ay, hay lon cui
nhuc nhd ma gay nén thé luc ay cting khong can.
Tai tri ddn con thap nén mdéi sanh cai hang bat
luong vinh mat muia may nhu vay do.
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— Chdu nghi tai chdu v6 duyén bac phan. Bé&i

vay chdau budn phan chdu ma thoi cho71 chau
khong trach ai hét.

— Néi chuyén nghe choi ché trach ai lam chi.
Ma chau dé€ roi coi doi nay qua bao nhan tién.
Ho bac chdu, tu nhién ho sé bi ngudi khac bac lai
ho, chay khong khoi dau. Con phan chdu, tuy bay
gio chau buodn, song ngay sau chau sé vui lam.
Chau sé c6 chong sang trong ma lai tt té bang
muodi ong thay thuéc Con khon nan d6 cho ma
Coi.

— Thua ba, than phin chdu ma con mong
chong con gi niia.

— Ua, sao véy chau & vy ding chd ong thay
thuoc do hay sao?

— Thua ba. Ngudi ta c6 vg rdi ma con chd nodi
gi. Chdu khong mong lay chong ma la vi phan
chdu nghéo, ngudi ti t€ ai ma thém cudi; hai la vi
cai tinh ctia chau da kho roi, con vui vé gi ma lap
gia that.
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— Chdu dlng cé that chi, § doi c6 ké quay
ma cling c6 nguoi phai, ché khong phai hét thay
déu thdy giau ma ham, con thay ngheo nhu chau
ma ché dau. Ba noi thiét cho chdu biét 6ng Phan
Thém o6ng hay phan chau bi chong phu bac roi
bay gi¢ ra thain may mudn cuc kho, dng thuong
nén dng cay ba lam mai n6i dum, dang ong cudi
chau d6. Ong ciing biét 6ng 16n tudi hon chéu
nhiéu song 6ng thay ngudi ta phu bac chdu ong
gian nén Ong tinh cudi dang lam cho chdu sung
sudng tdm than kéo chau cuc khd toi nghiép.

Co6 Phung Xuan nghe ndi nhu vay thi co
chung hting khong biét 16i chi ma dap.

Ba Tu mudén dép sat trong lic con duong
chay do, bdi vay ba noi tiép rang:

— Thi¢t ong Phan khong phdi giau sang gi
lam. Nhung ma theo danh gia thi 6ng cling dugc
ngudi ta kéu bang “6ng”. Con gia tai su nghiép thi
béay gi¢ Ong c6 nha ctia tu té, c6 ruong dat moi
nam thau gép hué loi dugc 5 ngan gia laa. Ong
lai lanh tién huu tri m6i ndm dugc hon 700 dong
bac niia. Bé an ¢ thi 6ng dugc sung suéng roi, ma
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onglai c6 nhon dtc, thién ha ai biét 6ng thi cling
déu yéu mén. Néu chdu ung ong, thi chau hét lo
cuc kho ntia. Cha cha ma néu chau sanh cho 6ng
dugc mot chut con trai, 6i thdi, quy bi€t chiing
nao!

Co6 Phung Xuén rung rung nudc mat ma dap
rang:

— Chau bay gio coi cut heén ha, cha chét, anh
nghéo, me bo vo. Than chdu chang khic ndo nhu
nguoi té dudi giéng sau, ba dau niu d6, mién song
dugc thi thdi con kén chon gi niia. 6ng Phan cé
long nhon dtic 6ng mudn cdu vét chau. On dy
nhu bién, biét 1y chi ma dén dap cho viia. Ngit
chau xét phan chau, néu chau ung ong thi c6 chd
bat tién.

Ba Tu tudng cd du du vi tudi tac bat dong
nén ba ndi rang:

— Co cai gi dau ma bat tién. Ddi ndy tudi o
ong do ho cudi vo nho thiéu gi. Ho cudi 17 18
ntia kia ch6.Cé ai cudi ché gi ma chdu ngai.

— Thua ba, khong phai chau ngai vé tudi tac.
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~ Vay ché chéu ngai cdi gi? Ong tro troi mot
minh khong c¢6 vg con. Chau v6 do thi lam vg
16n, ché khong phai lam bé, ma cting khéi con
ghé.

Co6 Phung Xuan thd dai ma déap rang:

— Chdu ngai la vi 6ng Phan thi lay thiét tinh
ma thuong chau con phén chau thi cai tinh kho
héo da lau rdi, néu chau ung 6ng, chau s¢ chau
khong lam cho vui long 6ng dugc, roi cdi on ctia
ong chau khong trd, ma chdu con lam buodn cho
ong.

— Chdu sg nhu vay cting phai. Vg chong phai
mot trang mot lta véi nhau thi méi vui. Ché ké
16n ngudi nho thi thé nao ciing khong hiép dugc.
Tuy vidy ma vg chong thuong nhau chiang phai
vi tinh ma thoidau chau, phan nhiéu la vi nghia
ntia. Cai tinh n6 hang hai mot hoi rdi phai lat;
cai nghia né ém 4i mamdn modi nén n6é mdi bén
dai. Qua l6n tudi, qua thay ro viéc doi lam. Gia
dinh ma dugc dam am lau dai la nho nghia ché
khong phéi nhd tinh dau.
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C6 Phuing Xuéan khong tra 16i nita c6 cti ngoi

ldng thinh, ma b c6 suy nghilam. Ba Tu ndi tiép
rang:

— Theo y qua thi phdn chau nén ung ong
Phan lam. Chau viét tho thua cho ba Cai hay di.
Qua chac ba Caicting khuyén chau ung nita. Thoi
khuya rdi, chau xuéng duéi di nghi di. Nay, chau
nhd viét tho cho ba Cai nghe hon.

Co6 Phung Xuan di xuong lau, c6 khong noi
c6 ung hay la khong ung. Nhung ma dém ay co
ngl khong dugc ci nam suy duyén xét phéin
hoai. Vi ¢6 da hua hon véi Ong thay thuéc Con
da may ndm, tuy chua chung chan goi, song ciing
trom nhé tham yéu nhiéu khi bai truéng 6ng dén
tham hai dang cting cé chuyén van cung nhau rat
than thi€t. Nay ong phu bac thi ¢6 phién trach,
nhung ma moi tinh da van vit trong long 16 roi,
khong dé gi ma g6 cho dugc. Da biét hé dng cudi
vg khac thi nhan duyén cta hai chong da dut,
c6 lay chong khac khong 161 gi. Ma c6 14y chong
khac co biét trong tri quén 6ng dugc hay khong.
Néu lay chong ma con tudng t6i duyén xua thi
16i v6i chong nhiéu lam.
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Vi c6 nghi nhu vdy nén trong long du du
khong dam lay chong. Ma bay gio than c6 ngheo
kho, phai may thué va mudén dang kiém com én.
Néu khong lay chong, rai gap con dau yéu thi biét
dau ma nuong dua.Co boi roi hét stic khong biét
dudng nao phai, néo nao qudy ma nhtt dinh.
bén khuya c6 méi viét thogdi cho me ma hoi coi
me day 1€ nao thi c6 sé lam theo linh me.

Biia sau ba Tu hay Phung Xudn géi tho vé
Soc Trang, thi ba dinh cho c6 da chiu r6i, nén
lat dat cho 6ng Phan Thém hay. Nhan dip 4y ba
nhac lai nhiing 16i ¢6 ndi véi ba lai cho 6ng Phan
nghe. Ong Phén nghe ma néi ring:

— Toi cudi co la toi lam nghia boi vay toi
mong co6 lay nghia ma doéi véi toi vay thoi, ché
toi da gia roi, toi dai gl ma mong c6 ay lay tinh
ma dai t6i hay sao. Xin ba lam on té y ctia tdi lai
cho co biét. Néu tinh cta c6 da kho, thi tinh cua
toi cling da héo. Vay thi co6 véi toi lay nghia ma
phdi hiép cung nhau lai cang quy hon nta.

Cach mot tuan 1€, ba Cai Tong Huing goi tho
tra 16i. C6 Phung Xuan cho dém t6i c6 mdi 1én
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lau, doc tho cho ba Tu nghe. Trong tho ba Cai
Téng néi rang: “Ong thay thuéc Con da boi nghia
thi minh chang con chi ma phai 4i ngai. Hu6ng
chi bay gid minh da nghéo nan luu lac, chang
nén kén chon cho 1dm. Ong Phan Thém da giau
c6 ma lai khong cé vg con vay thi nén ung 6ng
ddng c6 noi nuong dya.”

Ba Tu nghe doc tho r6i thi ba cudi néi rang:

— Qua dinh triung hay khong? Qua biét trudc
thé nao ba Cai ciing khuyén chdu ung 6ng Phan.
Vay bay gi6¢ chau nhut dinh 1é nao?

Co Phung Xuan chay nudc mat ma dap rang:
— Chau phai vung 161 ma chau.

Ba Tu cho 6ng Phin hay. Ong Phén dua bac
mugn ba mua do quan cho c6, lai mua mot doi
bong, mét bo day chuyén véi mot doi vang tay
ma lam 1€ cudi.

Y phuc cuing nii trang sam xong r6i 6ng Phan
mdi dinh ngay thanh hon. C6 Phung Xuan c6 géi
tho trudcnén biia cudi cd ba Cai Tong Hung lén,
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v6i con trai I6n cua ba la Huong Chu Trang.

Lé cudi 6ng Phan lam so sai ma thoi, 6ng
don mdt tiéc moi vai ngudi ban théan thiét dén
du. Dén chiéu ba Tu Kién hiép véi ba Cai Tong
va Huong Chu Trang dua c6 Phung Xuan 1én lay
ban thd cha me chong va ban thd ba Phan réi
nhap tiéc, chd khong c6 1lap hon tho hon thu chi
hét.

Ong Phan Thém vdéi c6 Phung Xuan da gin
glii nhau trét nta thdng, ¢ an com chung véi
nhau, c¢6 noéi chuyén vé6i nhau trudc, nay giao
duyén hiép cén, Ié thi chang cé chi ma phai e
then nhu gdi gia trai to. Pa vay ma ong da dugc
phi tinh, con ¢6 thi dugc an phéan. Lé thi ngay
nay l1a ngay vui vé lam mdi phai. Ma chiing méan
tiéc, khach tii ma vé ba Cai Tong v6i Huong cht
Trang cling theo ba Tu Kién xudng tiém may
ngt nhd diang khuya ra xe vé€ Soc Trang cho dé.
Ban bé don dep déng cua di nghi, thi 6ng Phan
v6i cd6 Phung Xuan lai cling giti mét muc ng-
hiém nghi nhu truéc, khong ai 16 vé vui mting
chut nao hét.
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Ong ngoi tai ban gitta d6t dén ndu nudc ma

udng. Co lang xdng lo don dep nhiing do6 bay dai

khach hoi chiéu. Ong udng vai chén tra roéi kéu

c6, mdi ngdi cai ghé ngang mdt 6ng dé ma ndi
rang:

— Qua v6i em ma gan nhau day, qua khong
tinh trudc, ma qua chac em cling khong dé, ay la
tai doi ta c6 duyén ng nén Phat Tréi moi khién
nhu vay. Qua da cé noi véi ba Tu co 1é ba ciing
c6 nhac lai v6i em ché. Qua biét phan qua lam
nén qua cudi em qua chang hé ddm mong moi
em lay cai tinh ma déi véi qua; qua chi mong
em ldy cdi nghia ma yéu nhau vay théi. Con vé
phan cua qua, thi qua hta chac, qua sé rang ma
lam cho em vui vé lu6n luén. Hé qua con & chén
duong tran nay dugc bao lau, thi trong khoang
thi gi¢ 4y qua chang hé d€ cho em bu6n mot
chut nao hét. Long da ctia qua nhu vay doé. Vay
néu em an & v6i qua ma em ¢ mudn viéc chi,
hay la c6 budn viéc chi, thi em cu to thiét cho
qua biét. Vg chong phai lay chan tinh ma déi dai
nhau. Qua néi thiét qua cuédi em day qua vi em
nhiéu hon la vi qua. Vay em diing ngaichi hét.
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Nhiing 16i ay bé ngoai nghe nghiém chinh,
ma bén trong chat chia khong biét bao nhiéu
tinh boi vay c6 Phung Xudn ngdi nghe thi c6
cam xuc, nén cd rung rung nudc mat ma dap
rang:

— Em cling da néi véiba Tu phan em thé€ nhu
nguoi té xudng giéng sau, 6ng cudi em thi cling
nhu 6ng da ra tay ma ctdu vét em. Em nguyén
tron doi em sé lam than trau ngya ma dén boi
cai on trong cua 6ng. Em chi mudén bao nhiéu
d6 ma thoi ché ching mudn diéu chi khic. Em
con ngai mdt diéu 1a tuy em tré tudi, song tinh
cua em da kho roi, em sg trong dao vg chong
ong khong vui vé cdi thdi lot lat ctia em d6 ma
thoi.

Ong Phan cudi ma noéi ring:

— Qua da néi lay nghia déi véi nhau ciing du,
em dung ngai su dé. Ma bay gié em phai kéu qua
thé nao ché kéu bang 6ng hoai hay sao.

— Kéu quen rdi biét 1am sao.
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— Qua ndi choi vay chd, kéu thé nao ciing
dugc. Bé ngoai c6 quan hé gi dau.

Ong Phén Thém c6 v¢ méi tuy 6ng khong 19
su vui mung cho ai biét, tuy bé cu xt 6ng khong
d6i mot chut nao, song toi t6 trong nha déu thay
ong khong budn buc nhu trudce nita, ma ong lai
hay noéi chuyén hay ban luan viéc doi, hay chi
dudng ngay néo dai cho vg biét. Cé khi vang vé,
ong cling to d4u la loi ma hé viia mé miéng hoac
viia c6 cti dong thi dudng nhu 6ng ho then, nén
ong ngdp ngling. roi 6ng lap nghiém stia lién cdi
dau 13 loi ra d4u lé nghia.

Con c6 Phung Xuan, thi c6 gitt dao lam vo
ven toan, c6 cham nom tU miéng an, ti diéu
thudc, tli gidcngt, tli binh tra ctia 6ng, sang 6ng
thiic day thi cd san nudc ndéng cho o6ng rta mat,
trua 6ng nuc thi cé san nudc mat cho 6ng tam,
chd 6ng nam ngdi chang hé c6 mot chut bui 4o
quan 6ng mdc déu sach sé luén ludn.

Cac viéc trong nha c6 xem xét hét thay,

chang d€ xay ra mot viéc gi trac trd ma phai cuc
long 6ng. Bé dn & ctia 6ng Phan thiét 1a thanh
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thoi, an 6n, 6ng khong de ngay gia ma con dugc
huéng hanh phuc dén thé nay. Co biia 6ng ngoi
ong nghi dén cai gia dinh cuc lac cia 6ng bay
gi day thi chang khac nao mot biic tranh thanh
bach treo trudc mat 6ng, nhung ma 6ng nghi
cho ky lai thi btic tranh &y con ¢ mdt cho lu 1o
nén khong dugc hoan toan nhu 6ng muén. Cho
lu 16 4y la cai tinh ctia c6 Phung Xuan.

Thiét nhu vay c6 Phung Xuan & v6i chong
thi 6 tron dao, c6 lo lang tu biia an, gidc nga
cho chong, c6 kinh trong chong, nhung ma doi
vGi chong thi co thi€u cai nét than thiét dan diu,
dudng nhu sy nién ky bat dong n6 da ép cai
tinh ctia c6 khong phat hién ra dugc vay. Ong
Phan mudn boi cai khom lu 16 trong btic tranh
gia dinh thanh bach ctia 6ng. Dau tién 6ng tinh
dét c6 di choi. Ong dat c6 di ludn méy dém, biia
thi di nha hang dn com Tay, biia thi mudn xe di
hting gio, bita thi di coi hat béng, bita thi di coi
hat cai luong. Ong lam cho c6 day du cac cudc
vui, r6i 6ng hoi c6 cé vui hay khong, thi 6 cui
mat ndi rang:
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— Em muon cho 6ng vui long, nén 6ng day

thé nao em ciing vung theo hét, ché ky thiét

trong doi nay cé viéc gi ma lam cho em vui dugc
dau.

Ong Phan nghe mdy 16i nhu vay thi 6ng lic
dau, song 6ng khong thoi chi, 6ng quyét 1lap thé
khac ma nhen nham lua tinh cho vg, ddng 6ng
huéng tron hanh phudéc gia dinh. Ong méi mua
hot xoan cho vg deo, 6ng dat vg xudng tiém
Vinh Hung ma dat may y phuc theo kiéu kim
thdi cho vg ban, phai thoa moi son, phai gioi ma
phan r6i 6ng con mua mot cdi xe hoi méi dé vo

chong di choi.

Co6 Phung Xuan xudi xi, chong khién bé nao
c6 cliing lam theo bé nay. Co6 khong cai, khong
phién. C6 da cé nhan sac san, nay thém trang
stic thi sac ctia c6 cang dep boi phan bai vy co
ngoi xe hoi di choi, tré gia thay déu tram tro liéc
ngo6. Co dugc sung suéng dudng ay, cd dugc
chong yéu dudng 4y, ma doéi v6ichong co cliing
git mot myc chang bao gid ¢6 10 vé vui miing
hay 1a t6 vé dan diu chut nao.
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Mot budi chiéu 6ng Phan di xe hai véi c6 ra
dudng Catinat dao choi 0ng bit khan den ban 4o
dai dang hoang, con co thi gi6i phidn deo xoan
huc hé. Vg chdng ngling xe roi dat nhau vo mot
nha hang 16n kiém d6 mua. Chtling trd ra téi ctia
thinh linh c6 moét cd, y phuc sic sdo chay a lai
nam tay c6 Phung Xuan ma noi rang:

— Ua! Chi Tu. Cha cha lau gap chi qud. Bay
gio chi & dau?

Ong Phan khong biét c6 4y 1a ai, ma ong lai
s¢ v then thuia, nén 6ng dang ra, roi chdam rdilén
xe ma ngoi d€ cho vg thong tha ma ndi chuyén.
C6 Phung Xuan nhin lai thi nguéi miing c6 dé
la c6 Huyén Khai, von la chi em ban hoc ctia c6
hoi trude. Co cling muing r& ma dap rang:

— Thiét, ti ngay dam cudi chi cho téi bay gio
chi em minh khong gdp nhau ntia. Gan 4 ndm
rdi. Bay gio ong Huyén doi di tinh nao?

- O Sai Gon hoai, ché c6 d6i di dau. Minh
con nhé di tinh lam gi phai hon chi.

— Phaj, a.
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— Nha t6i & sau Dat Thanh Tay. Mdi chi 1én
choi cho biét nhé.

— Cam on, d€ khi khéc. Chi c6 dugc mdy
diia con roi?

— Chua c6 dta nao hét.
— Sao ma dé vay?

— Tai Troi chua cho thi thoi ché biét [am sao.
Oi! Ma tdi cling khong mudn cé con sém. Dé
choi cho thong tha, cé con n6 b6 budc lam.

— C6 con vui chd.

— Vui giong gi? Pa biét hang minh hé co
con thi muén va nuoi. Ché khong 1€ minh cho
bu dugc. Ma ddu mudén va minh cting phai coi
chting cyc nhoc qud. Tuan nao thich di Viing
Tau hay la Long Hai ma choi néu d€ con & nha
minh khong an long, con néu dem theo thi long
thong bat tién. Nay chi, may chi hoc mét 16p véi
minh hoi trudc, bay gid ho c6 chong & Sai Gon
day bon bon.
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— Ai dau?

— DE€ tdi ké cho chi nghe: chi Qué hé do chi
nhé hon?

— 0, nhé.

— Chi Qué cé chong la 6ng BDéc Hoc Lang 6
trong trudng Su Pham. Chi Thinh thi cé chong
la 6ng Truong Tién (trudng ty cong chanh) Hi.
Chi Nghia thi c¢6 chong 1a 6ng Kinh Ly Hai. May
chi d6 toi gap hoai toi biét nha ho hét. A, t6i con
quén chi Binh ché. Chi Binh Can Tho d6 ma.

— Phai. T6i nhé lam, chi Binh mép d6 ma.

— Phai roi chi biét bay gi¢ chi Binh ¢ dau
hay khong? Chi & trong Ba Chiéu. Chong chi la
Ong thay thuoc Phi. Trdi oi, chi dé con lién xi, dé

nam mot méi day ma chi da dugc 8 dua con roi
da chi.

— Vay thi chi c6 phuéc lam.

— Co phudc ché! Néu chi ct di cai nude do
hoai, toi sg con chi sau thanh mét dao binh, roi
chi chay com cho né dn d6 ma chét ché.
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— C¢6 gidi lam thi chung 10 dua ché bao
nhiéu...

— Y, toi so téi hai chuc da chi? Dé sao ma dé
ha ram (lién tuc, khong dut) vay khong biét? Lui
hui it ngay nghe chi dé; minh di tham ma cling
mét niia. Gdp nhau miing qud, mac noéilang xang
nén quén hoi chi coi bay gio chi ¢ dau.

— Toi c6 chong & Sai Gon day.

— Vay hay sao? Co kho dit hon! Vay ma co
hay dau. Chi c6 chong vé trén nay hay sao?

— Phai.

— Troi 0i? Dam cudi hoi nao? Sao chi khong
moi toi? Chi thiét 1a té! Hoi dam cuéi toi, chilam
dau phu. Ma chting chi lay chong chi lai khong
moi toi chd? Toi phién chi roi qua. Chi cé chong
lam viéc gi 6 dau?

— Khong lam viéc gi hét.

— Chac la giau 16n 1am réi.

— D1 an van thoi, ché khong phai giau.
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— Khong phai giau, sao lai khong lam viéc?

— Chong t6i huu tri roi.
— Huu tri roi?...

C6 Huyén Khai nhin ¢6 Phung Xuan tran
tran, tudng co giéu cgt.Co Phung Xuan cudi ma
noi rang:

— Toi néi that da chi.

C6 Huyén Khai nghiém sac mdt ma hoi rang:
— Néu vay thi chong chi chac la trodng tuoi roi.
— Phai I6n hon t6i nhiéu.

— Hoi trudc lam viéc s nao 1én t6i chuc gi?
— Lam Thong Phdn S6 Thuong chanh.

— Pam cudi chi khong cho hay. nén t6i c6 de
dau.

— Cudi hoi so sai nén t6i khong ddm mdai chi
em.
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— T6i mudén mdi chi di luén 1én nha téi ddng
chi em minh ndi chuyén choi.

— Xin 16i chi, bita nay khong tién, vi tdi mac
di mua do.

— Nha chi & dau?

— Toéi & dudng sau nha thé Cho Dii.

— Thoi dé biia nao roi toi sé kiém nha chi toi
tham. Chi em minh bay gi¢ dugc tu vé Sai Gon
bon ron thiét t6i mung qua. D€ t6i cd gdp chi
Qué, chi Thinh, chi Nghia, chi Binh thi t6i cho

may chi hay r6i minh lgya mdét biia lam tiéc ding
chi em tu héi néi chuyén choi.

— Thoi yén tiéc lam chi. Gdp nhau mtling nhu
vay cling du roi.

C6 Huyén Khéi nam vat 4o cua c6 Phung
Xuan ma coi roi hoi rang:

— Tiém nao may do cho chi day khéo quaz

— Tiém Vinh Hung & dudng Espagne.
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— A, phai r6i. Cach mdy théng trudc toi c6
nghe c6 thay thudc Con khen ti¢m Vinh Hung
lam. D€ biia nao t6i mua hang dem mudn tiém
ay may it cdi 4o ban choi. Tiém nay may theo
kiéu kim thoi khéo thiét. Chi ban coi dep qua.

Co6 Phung Xuan sg 6ng Phan chd lau nhoc
long, nén co tu gia co6 Huyén Khai roi budc ra xe
hoi.

C6 Huyén Khai dung ngd theo, thdy co
Phung Xuan lén ng6i mot cai xe hoi thung kiéu
mdi tinh, ma trén xe lai c6 mot ngudi khan den
ao dai ngdi dang hoang, c6 dinh ngudi ay chac la
ong Phan huu tri, nén c6 lac ddu miéng lai chim
chim cudi.

Xe rut chay 6ng Phan hoi vg rang:
— C6 nao dé, ma kéu em bang chi Tu?

— C6 Huyén Khai, chi em ban hoc ctia em hoi
trudc.

— Em quen, sao em khong mdi c6 1én nha
choi?
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— Em khong c¢6 moi. Song chi c¢6 hoi tham
nha va chi néi d€ biia nao chi lai choi.

— Em ¢6 chi em ban thi mé&i ho téi lui choi
cho vui, & d6i minh phai giao thiép v6i ngudi ta
ché.

C6 Phung Xuan khong trd 16i nita. Co cui
mat xuéng ma sac lai buodn.
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CHUONG IV

(': ach may thang trudc, than c6 Phung
Xuan cuc khd hén ha bao nhiéu, thi
bay gi¢ than cd cling sung suéng sang trong bay
nhiéu, & trong nha 6ng Phan khong cho c6 lam
dong méng tay, con budc ra dudng thi 6ng budc
phai di xe hoi ché khong cho di bg. Nho than
dugc sung suéng ma nhtt 1a nhé cdixe hoi, véi
may hotxoan, n6 quén (quyén ri, 16i kéo) khach
xa gan téi lui tham viéng nodm ngp. Nhiing chi
em ban hoc hoi trudc 1a c6 Huyén Khai, c6 thay
thudc Phi, c6 D6c Hoc Lang, c6 Truong Tién
Hi, c6 Kinh Ly Hai, lan lugt déu c6 dén tham
da mat. Khdch cta c6 Phing Xuan dén thdm
thi 6ng Phan tiép rudc vui vé, ma 6ng lai con ép
vg phai trd 1€, phai di thim ngudi ta lai cho tron
nghia chi em. Chidng hiéu ho dén tham ho biét



98 § HO Biéu Chanh

ong Phan roi vé nha ho cé di nghi vé su chong
gia vo tré hay khong ché trudc mat c6 Phung
Xuén thi khong ai ddm ndi mot tiéng giéu cot
nao hét ma c6 ngudi lai miing cho c6 dugc sung
sudng, thong tha.

Mot budi chiéu vg chong 6ng Phan viia mdéi
stia soan dang di choi thi c6 c6 thay thuoc Phi
v6i c6 Huyén Khai dén tham. C6 Phung Xuan
ti€ép khach mdi ngodi, 6ng Phan sg cuc long vo,
nén ong budc ra san stia kiéng dé cho vg thong
tha ma noéi chuyén véi khach.

Co thay thudc Phi dom thay y 6ng Phan ai
ngai, cd bén kéu ma hoi rang:

— Thua 6ng Phdn, sao 6ng thay chi em t6i roi

Ong lai bo di ra ngoai san?

— T6i muon dé cho may ba néi chuyén choi
thong tha.

~ Khong ma. Ong lam nhu vay chi em t6i
khong ddm t6i niia, 6ng vo da ddng noi chuyén
choi cho vui ché.
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— May ba t6i thi cé c6 Tu hau chuyén. Toi
don 6ng ma toi xen vo sg e that 1€ chang.

— Xin 16i 6ng, 1€ doi nay thong tha lam. Ddon
ong v6i dan ba néi chuyén cung nhau cé ngai chi
dau.

Ong Phén nghe mdy 1oi 4y tudng co thdy
thuoc cham chich 6ng la ngudi thu cyu, bai vay
ong mac c¢§ song dng cling guong trd vo nha.

Co thay thudc Phi bén noi rdang:

— Biia chuia nhut téi day téi ¢6 an 1€ thoi ndi
cho thing nho t6i. Ong thay thudc day t6i moi
hai 6ng ba chiéu biia dy v6 dn com choi v6i vo
chong toi.

Ong Phan nghe moi thi 6ng boi rdi nén dng
dap rang:

— Ong ba tuéng tinh vg chong t6i 1dm nén
ba bon than ra nha ma mdi 1é nao ma t6i dam
tt chdi. Ngat vi cht nhét t6i mac di My Tho c6
chuyén cin lam. Viy xin 16i ba biia dé cho phép
toi vang mat, d€ c6 Tu di thé cho toi.
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— Toéi khong ¢ moi ai la, chi mai chi em ban
hoc hoi trudc ma thoi. Xin 6ng diing i ngai chi
hét.

— Toi tiéc qua. Toi mac 16 hen véi ngudi ta
duéi My Tho. Néu khong c6 vay thi toi di, cé chi
dau ma 4i ngai.

— Ong thdy thudc t6i mudn c6 du hai 6ng
ba v6 choi. Ong tii chic 6ng thdy thudc t6i buén
lam.

— Dé btia d6 c6 Tu vo thay mét cho t6i ma
xin 16i v6i 6ng Thay Thudc.

C6 Huyén Khai cudi ma noi rang:

— Chi em ban hoc hoi trudc, bay gid hoi
hiép dugc it ngudi tai SaiGon thi ai cling miuing.
Chi thay thuéc mudn thtia dip an thdi noi cho
con. Chi moi du vg chong moingudi dang lam
quen véi nhau. Xin 6ng Phéan vui long dinh viéc
di My Tho lai, dang bita d6 v Gia Dinh gdp may
ong mot lan cho biét nhau.

Ong Phan suy nghi mot héi rdi dép rang:
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— T6i lay lam tiéc qua, ay la moét dip tot cho
toi lam quen v6i may ong. Ngit vi viéc di My
Tho t6i dinh khong dugc. Vay xin d€ dip khac
roi s€ gdp may Ong.

Hai c¢6 khan moi 6ng Phan khong dugc thi
khong vui, song cling 6 ndi chuyén choi trét gic
(hét gi®) roi mdéi vé.

To6i lai 6ng Phan dan vg lya d6 mua it mon
ddang cht nhat di lé miing cho c6 Thay Thudc.
Co6 Phung Xuanbeén héi 6ng rang:

— Chu nhat 6ng di My Tho hay sao?

— Khong. Qua ki€ém ¢6 ma ti, ché cé di My
Tho lam chi déau.

Co6 Phung Xuan chung hting, c6 ng6é ngay
6ng ma hoi ntia rang:

—Tai sao 6ng khong tli, ma lai ki€m cé gia
d6i ma noi nhu vay.

Ong Phan ho then, nén Ong cli mat xudéng
ma dap nho nho rang:



102 § H6 Bi€u Chanh

— Qua trong tudi rdi t6i may dam nhuvay
qua vui sao dugc. Pa vay ma qua lai sg néu co
qua thi em khong vui. Tha la qua mang t0i gia
d6i ma tranh cdi tiéc ay ddng cho em vui choi
thong tha véi cac chi em ban. Em diing ngai chi
hét em cti sam 1€ vat dang btia d6 vo choi véi chi
em. Mién em dugc vui thi thoi, phan qua khong
ké gi.

Co6 Phung Xuan nghe nhu vay thi c6 ngoi
lang thinh, trong long tu luong (suy tu ma can
nhac) lung lam.

Chiéu chtia nhat 6ng Phan kéu s6p pho biéu
stia soan xe haoi cho c6 Phuing Xuan di Ba Chiéu,
ong ép cd phai mdc y phuc mdi phéi gioi phan
phai deo xoan.

Co Phung Xuan trang diém roi budc ra, xem
tuéng mao nghiém chinh ma lai xinh dep, chi
em ban ctia c6 chang c6 ngudi nao bi kip.

Co v t6i nha ong thay thudc Phi thi da cé
vg chong 6ng Doc Hoc Lang v6i 6ng Kinh Ly
Hai dén trudc rdi. May c6 mung rd ra tai xe hoi
ma tiép rudc.
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C6 Phung Xuan ngé 6ng thay thudc Phi ma
ndi rang:

— Ong tudng tinh 6ng mdi, ma 6éng Phén toi
di khong dugc, thiét la 16i qua. dng Phan to6i di
My Tho ma 6ng cu theo can ddn tdi vo chiu 16i
v6i 6ng, vi biia nay 6ng mac viéc, thoi d€ dip
khac rbi Ong sé vo choi dang trudc miing chau,
sau lam quen véi Ong.

Co6 Thay Thuoc hét ma tra 16i rang:

— Vg chong in khudn rap qud! Toi chac 6ng
Phén bay gid & ngoai nha chd khong c6 di dau
hét.

— bi My Tho thiét ché.

— Khong cé. Chi thuong chong nén chi phai
kiém 16i ma che day cho chong, ché cé chi dau.

— Néu c¢6 & nha thi vo6 choi v6i 6ng Thay
Thudc roi.

— Ong Phan khong chiu vo. Tai ¢ nao toi
v6i c6 Huyén da biét roi. Tai 6ng ai ngai.
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— C6 chi ddu ma 4i ngai.

— Tui minh diy con nho, hay néi giéu cgt.
Ong trong tudi, nén tanh nghiém chinh. Ong s¢
choi véi minh khong hap ¥, nén 6ng kiém cé ma
tu ché gi.

— Khong phai vay dau! Di My Tho thiét ma.

Co6 Phung Xuan mudn dit ciu chuyén ay
cho mau, nén c6 lién dua mot goéi do cho co
Thay Thudc ma noi rang:

— Chi dn thoi ndi cho chdu, t6i khong biét
lay chi lam 1€ mting, nén dem mot cai nén véi
mot doi giay cho chau dung va chuc cho chau
mau khon 16n.

Co6 Thay Thudc viia m& miéng ta on thi co6
xe hoi khéch téi ntta. Vg chong 6ng Huyén Khai
vGi vg chong dng Truong Tién Hi budc vo.

Mot bén chi em ban don ba mling nhau con
mot bén thi anh em dan 6ng bat tay chao nhau.
ong Huyén Khai mac doé Tay tang mot, song ao
ngoai khong gai nut, con 4o so mi thilat bau; 6ng



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 105
lay tay dua trudc méat ma lac lac, td dau chao hét
anh em va trgn mat noi om som:

~ Y! D4t ndy ma cho xe thé mo chay thiét 1a
bat tién qua. N6 chay nghinh ngang lam ngan
trd xe hoi, minh chay khong dugc. Hoi nay thiéu
chut niia moa tdn no nga roi.

Ong Thay Thudc cudi ma ndi ring:
— Puodng cta Nha nuéc lam d€ cho nhan

dan dung chung. Toa (anh, may) muén dé cho
moét minh xe hoi cta toa chay hay sao?

— Néu moa (t6i, tao) cd quyén, moa cadm
khong cho xe thé mo chay.

— Toa ndi nhu vay, thi toa khong cong binh:
néu nhu toa cé quyén thi chét dan hét con gi.

— Sao ma khong cong binh.

— Toa nghi thu coi. Xe hoi ctia toa chay mon
dudng hét ma toa khong ddng mdt dong xu thué
cho Nha nudc. Con xe thé mo né dong thué
sanh y (nghé nghiép), thué xe, thué nga, thué xét
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xe, dong khong biét baonhiéu thi thué ma ké.
Néu lay 1é cong binh ma noéi thi phai dé duong
cho xe tho m¢ chay diing cho xe hoi ctia toa chay
mdi phai.

— Toa ndi ngugc doi qua.

— Moa ndi xu6i lam ché. Ngudi ta dong thué
da hét ma toa mudn cdm khong cho ngudi ta chay
trén duong, dé cho xe hoi ctia toa khong dong
thué€ ma toa chay cho thong tha, ndi nhu toa dé
mdi ngugc. Trdi oi, toa méi lam “6ng Huyén” ma
toa da to y ap ché, néu toa lam “6ng Vua” thi maéi
muon cach nao nia.

— Moa dugc lam “0ng Vua” thi moa lap luat
ma dinh xe hoi dung xe thé mo, xe kéo, xe may,
xe bo chét bo, con néu xe hoi hu thi may thu xe
kia phai thuong hu hao cho cht xe hoi.

— Lam vua ma lap luat nhu toa d6 thi mot lat
roi tiéu.

— Sao vay?

— Chung né ha toa chd sao.
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— Ha sao noi. Dan sy kéu nai hay la cai lé nhu
toa thi moa chém hét con ai dam ruc rich.

— Toa chém hét r6i con ai nap thué cho toa
sam xe hoi toa di.

May anh em nghe 6ng Thay Thudc noi téi
cau do thi cuoi xoa.

Ong Ddc Hoc Lang xen vo ma néi ring:

— budng quan 16 1a cua chung. Minh ¢6 xe
hoi chay trong Chau Thanh minh phai cham

cham ma nhugng dudng cho ngudi ta di vdi,
mdi cong binh chd.

Ong Huyén Khai trgn mat dép rang;

— Troi oi, xe 6 mdy ma chay cham sao dugc.
Toa khong c6 xe hoi nén toa ndi nghe nha qué
qua.

— Phai moa khong hiéu viéc xe hoi. Ma c6
mot minh toa c6 xe 6 may, ché thién ha khong cé
hay sao?

— Ho cling c¢6 vay ché.
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— Ho ciling c6, sao ho chay cham dugc, con
toa chay khong dugc.

— Tanh moa quen ro6i, hé 1én xe thi moa dong
mit ché moa khong chiu ré ré nhu ho.

— Vay thi toa day no ra khoi Chau Thanh roi
toa sé chay.

— Toa noi chuyén nghe hoi xa qua ma. Khong
thém noi chuyén véi toa niia. E! cht nha cho
rugu uong di chg.

Ong Thay Thudc Phi kéu bdi biéu dem nuéc
da r6i moi khach udéng rugu.

Bén don o6ng ké ngdi ngudi ding, ké noéi
nguoi cai, nén cht khach chi c6 5 ngudi ma tiéng
nghe 6n ao ciing bang hoi may muoi.

Con bén don ba thi ém hon, song tiéng cudsi
tiéng ndi cling nghe ti€p nhau hoai khong duit.

Co Truong Tién Hi vo vai c6 Phung Xuan ma
ndi rang:

— Cai xe hoi méi dé ctia chi, phai hon chi?
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C6 Phung Xuan chua kip trd 16i thi c6 Huyén
Khai hét ma néi rang:
— Xe méi do la xe cua chi Tu da. Chi sudng

lam, 6ng Phan cung t6i noi, ché phai nhu tui
minh vay hay sao?

Co6 Kinh Ly Hai kéu c6 Huyén ma hoi rang:

— C6 Huyén. Co biét tai sao ma chi Tu duogc
sung suéng nhu vay hay khong?

— Tai phan so ctia chi ché tai sao.

— Phai tai phan s6 cua chi dugc chdng cung,
nén chi sung suéng thi da danh. Ma t6i mudn héi
tai sao phan s6 ctia chi lai dugc chong cung nhu
vay cho?

— Co nay hdi tric treo qua! Ong Phén cuéi
vg nhu chi Tu, thi thé nao ma khong cung cho
dugc.

— C0 trd 161 nhu vay mdi trung véi cau toi
hoéi. Trong bon chi em ta day, tdi chac c6 mot

minh chi Tu thong tha tri hon hét. Ai biét tai sao
toi dam doan quyét nhu vay hay khong?
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Co6 Thay Thuoc Phi néi rang:

— C6 muodn lam thay bdi thi c6 noi luon cho
chi em nghe ché ai biét sao ma tra 16i.

— Toi ndi chi Tu Phung Xuan thong tha tri
hon chi em minh hét thay la tai nhu vay: chiang
ta day ngudi nao chong cling con lam viéc. May
6ng moi ngay ho di hai budi ho néi di v sd, con
nhu 6ng ThayThudc thi 6ng lai néi di coi mach.
Ban dém ho con néi di hoi, hoac di an tiéc, c6 khi
t6i ba bon gi¢ sang mdéi vé. Ho ndi nhu vay thi
minh hay vay ché vo s6 r6i ho t6i dau ntia minh
lam sao ma biét dugc, bdi vay téi ngay minh 6
nha ma tri minh khong yén chut nao. Con néi gi
hé dém nao, ho di héi hay la di an tiéc, thi minh
hét ngu, cli ma ctia di ra véi vo ma trong hoai.

— C0 nay c6 tanh ghen roi c6 tudng ai ciing
nhu c6 hét hay sao ma.

— Don ba, néu biét thuong chong, thi cd ai ma
khong ghen. May chi cling ghen mudn chét, song
may chi mac c¢& nén khong dam 16 ra ché. Khoan
da dé toi cat nghia tai sao chi Phuing Xuan khoe
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tri hon minh cho chi em nghe ma. Chi em minh
c6 chong di lam viéc thi cdc long mét tri nhu t6i
md&i noi do6. Con chi Phuing Xuan chi khoe 1a vi
ong Phan huu tri r6i 6ng khong di lam viéc nia,
ma Ong ciing khong di hoi, khoi di an tiéc véi
anh em. T6i ngay, 6ng 6 nha hoai; con biia nao
ong di choi, thi vg chdng di véi nhau, chi Phung
Xuan khoi lo sg ai ve van 6ng dugc, thi c¢6 chi dau
ma cuc long mét tri.

Co6 Doc Hoc Lang cudi ngat ma ndi rang:

— Co6 Kinh Ly ly luan nhu vay thi tring ly lam.
C6 muon khoe tri nhu chi Phuing Xuan. Thoi thi
c6 xui 6ng Kinh Ly xin huu tri di.

Co6 Kinh Ly hoi chau may dap rang:

— Ngat con nho tudi qua, lam viéc chua ding
nam ché phai huu tri dugc thi téi biéu huu tri
phiit, dgi gi c6 nhac.

Co6 Truong Tién Hi hoéi c6 Phung Xuén rang:

— Chi khoi ghen, vay ma néu chi di chi mot
minh thi 6ngPhdn c6 ghen hay khong chi?
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Co6 Phung Xuan chum chim cudi song co
khong trd 16i.

C6 Thay Thudc Phi ndi rang:

— Can gi phai hoi. Ngudi nao cudi vg nho
tudi ma khoi ghen cho dugckia.

May c6 noi chuyén t6i day thi nghe phia bén
don 6ng chon rén ti€p chao mot ngudsi khach
mdi toi.

Co Thay Thudc Phi budéc lai cia ma dom roi
ndi rang:

— Ong Thay Thuéc Con trong Chg Ldn.

Co ndi vua dut 16i thi 6ng Thay Thuéc Con
budc qua phong don ba cti dau chao may co,
ong thdy c6 Phuing Xudn thi 6ng ngé tran tran.
C6 Phung Xuan cti mat ng6 dudi gach. Co bién
sac song chi em khong ai d€ y nén khong thay.

C6 Thay Thuoc Phi hoi 6ng Thay Thudc Con

rang:

— Ong ra con c¢6 Thay Thudc dau?



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 113
— Vg t0i vé duéi Bac Liéu, khong c6 & trén
nay.

— Vé Bac Liéu hoi nao?
— Gan mot thang nay.
— Ua, sao ma vé dudi 6 lau vay?

Ong Thay Thudc Con run vai rdi bd di qua
phong don 6ng khong trd 16i cau hoi do.

Ong Thay Thudc Phi cho vg hay ring khach
da t6i da, vay thi maoi khach nhap tiéc. Vo chong
bén mai khach qua phong dan. Cht nha sap don
ong ngdi mot bén, ddn ba ngdi mot bén, sap 1on
x0n ma cd Phung Xuan lai ngdi doi dién véi 6ng
thay thuoc Con.

Co6 Phung Xuan cuc long hét stic, nhung vi
O la ngudi biét lé, nén cd giti mot muc nghiém
chinh. C6 khong 16 vé bat binh hay la ké né chi
hét, duy c6 ngoi tinh tdo cli ngd ngay xudng ban
trudc mat co, chang bao gid c6 ngd téi mat 6ng
Thay Thuoc Con.
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Con cu chi ctia 6ng Thay Thudc Con thi lai
khac. Ong cti ng6 c6 Phuing Xuan hoai, 6ng thiy
guong matcua co thiét 1a dep hét thidy may co
ng6i mdt hang do, chang c6 ¢ ndo sanh dugc.
ba vay ma c6 Phung Xuan giéi phan lai khéo,
mac 4o lai tot, deo xoan lai nhiéu, cdp mat hitu
tinh, miéng cudi hitu duyén, tuéng mao nghiém
trang, ro rang la mot nguoi viia ¢ sac viia co
hanh nita. Ong ngé c6 hoai, mudnnéi chuyén
vGi c6, ma bi c6 khong them ngd 6ng, nén Ong
khong biét lam sao ma gay cau chuyén cho dugc.
Ong Huyén Khai ngdi mot bén 6ng Con 6ng hoi
6ng Con rang:

— Trong Chg Lén toa ra biang cach nao ma
tré dii vay?

— Moa di xe dién.

— Vay ché xe hoi cua toa ddau? Hom trudc
moa thay toa di cai Peugeot mdi t6t lam ma.

— Xe hoi cia moa, ma femme (vg t6i) lay di
vé dudi Bac Liéu.
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— Dé biia chua nhut nao ranh tui minh hen
v6i nhau r6i di Long Hai choi.

— Dugc lam. Anh em nhtt dinh di bia nao
thi moa san long lu6n ludn.

— E! Xe ctia toa mdi, coOn xe cua moa ci, dé
bita d6 minh dua v6i nhau choi nghe hon.

— Moa chic moa bo toa xa lam, cd bao nhiéu
moa cling dam ca hét thay.

— Toa noéi phach hoai.

— Thiét ch6? Toa chua biét tai moa chay xe
ma. Toan da, mon cher (6ng ban than t6i oi)

— S¢ xe moa khong c6 & trén nay ché.

— Ua, v€ Bac Liéu it btia réi 1én ché & hoai
duéi hay sao?

— Viéc d6 khong hiéu dugc.

— Sam xe thi di, chG sam roi dem xe dudi Bac
Liéu ma cat hay sao?
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— Khong phai cat. Khong biét chiing minh
di choi, ma “ma femme” 1én hay chua ché.

— Toa ndi chuyén nao cling c6 tiéng “ma
femme” xen v hét thay. Muon di thi danh day
thép biéu dem xe 1én chd, sg cdi gi. Lat niia toa
lam sao toa vé Chg Lén.

— Moa di xe kéo ra Sai Gon roi moa kiém xe
ma vé.

— Dé chting vé moa dua toa, didng toa coi
tai moa chay xe, d¢ nhtit ma, khong phai con ga
dau.

Ong Thay Thuéc Con lic dau liéc mat ngd
c6 Phung Xuan, thay c6 cling giti mot muc lat
1€o nhu hoi nay, thi 6ng that vong nén buén hiu.

Man tiéc roi, cd6 Phung Xuén lay ¢ 6ng Phan
di khdi, khong ai coi nha, nén cd xin 16i véi c6
Thay Thudc Phi ma vé sém, chi em cam hét stic
ma cling khong dugc. Co tii gia may co, may
ong roi bude 1én xe. Ong thdy thudc Con budc
ra ctia ngo theo thay co ngdi mot cai xe thiét tot,
dén mui xe roi mdt cd, coi dep dé vo cung. Xe
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chay roi 6ng trd vo, thay co thay thudc Phi diing
moét minh tai ta rugu, ong ben lai gdn ma héi
rang:

— Xin 16i c6 khong biét cd6 méi di vé d6 phai
tén la Phung Xuan con ctia thay Cai Tong Hung
& Cai Con hay khong?

— Phai. Sao 6ng biét?

— Téi la nguoi Séc Trang sao lai khong biét.

- Ong quen sao hoéi ndy ong khong noi
chuyén vé6i ngudi ta.

— To6i quen nhiéu, song lau gap roi, t6i s¢ lam
nén khong dam hoi. Co ay bay gio & dau vay, co
quen vé&i c6 nhiéu hon?

— Troi 61! Chi em ban hoc ma khong quen
nhiéu sao dugc. Bay gio chi 6 ngoai Chg Dii,
ong hoi chivay?

— C6 & chi ngoai Chg Dui?

— Ngudi ta c6 chong nén & véi chong ngudi
ta chd & lam chi.
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— C0 co6 chong hay sao?... Xin 16i c6, khong
biét chong 6 1a ai, lam viéc gi 6 dau?

— Chong chi la 6ng Phdn Thém hoi trudc
lam viéc S& Thuong Chanh ma da huu tri roi.

— Huu tri r6i! Troi oi, bao 16n tudi ma da
huu tri vay?

Co6 thay thudc Phi viia cudilén viia dap rang:

— Ong Phén gia ca gi d6 ma 6ng héi. Cach
hai muci mayndm trudc thi tuoi 6ng 16i mot ¢
v6i tudi Ong bay gis vay do.

Ong Huyén Khai ditng gan dé, 6ng vung néi
16n:

— Anh em coi thang cha Cén tré moi dé roi
kia. M6i thayco Phan Thém thi chup hoi tham.
Me xti Con, moa néi dum cho toa biét: Ky da gia
(chong gia) nd di lam da, toa lang chang do toa
khdi mang hoa.

Ong thdy thudc Con cidi ma néi ring:

— Toa nghi bay ba hoai! Ba con ma.
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Ong Truong Tién Hi xen v0 néi:
— Ba con cang ngon niia.
Ai ndy déu cudi rd. Miy cd & phong bén
kia déu tyu quanh, réi ké ndéi ngudi cudi om
som. Ongthay thudc Phi néi ring:

— Ma femme c6 moi 6ng Phan nia, rti 6ng
mac di My Tho, nén 6ng v6 khong dugc.

Ong Huyén Khai hoi:

— Toa c6 quen v6i dng Phan doé sao?

— Khong. Mda chua biét mdt, bdi vay ma
femme tinh md&i 6ng vo dang anh em lam quen
v6i nhau choi.

— Moa ciing chua biét 6ng. Ma moa nghe
ma femme ndi ng rung rang bac toc, bo ca khu
lam. Moa s¢ tui minh choi khong vo déu toa.

— May 6ng gia ho ndi chuyén dao nghia nghe
ngo ché.

— Ngo cdi gi? Ho noi chuyén bap tram nghe
budn ngu, s¢ chét dugc ché ngo.
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— Moa ua nghe may 6ng gia néi chuyén lam.

— Tai sao toa va 6ng, moa biét roi. Tai ong cd
vg nho ma lai banh (dep) nén toa ua chdé gi.

— Toa noi bét qual!
Ong Truong Tién Hi noi:

~ B! C6 Phén d6 coi dep dé qua ma b tudng
lai dang hoang, sao c6 khong ki€m chong cho
xung doi viia lda, c6 ung 6ng gia chi vay ha?

C6 Truong Tién budc t6i nguyt chong mot
cai ma ndi rang:

— O! Thit don 6ng gi ma di néi hanh ngudi ta
vay kia! Duyén ng cua ngudi ta minh biét gi ma
xia v0. Chi Phung Xuédn c6é chongnhu vay dé chi
c6 phudc hon tdi nhiéu lam. Minh khong thay
hay sao, chong chi cung chi nhu triing méng,
sam xe hoi méi cho chi di choi, mua xoan l6n
cho chi deo may chuc hot. C6 chong nhu vay
con gi ntia ma di nghi.

Ong Trudng Tién run vai ndi rang:
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— Don ba méi thiét 1a khé chiu, hé mé

miéng thi chi biét ndi xe hoi hot xoan, 40 mode,
stia sac dep ché khong biét khi gi hét!

Co Truong Tién dap rang:

— Phai ma don ba méi ngudi ta di xe hoi, deo
hot xoan, mac 4o mode, stia sac dep thi ngudi ta
nang cao trinh d¢ cho phu nt, lam nhu vay cé
bai hoai phong tuc ché nao dau, chang hon don
6ng méi nhu minh hé thay gai dep thi trim tr6
dom ngé mdi la x4u hé ché.

Ong Huyén Khai nat 16n ring:

— Thoi! Em! Ong thay thuSc moi téi day
ddng dn mung cho con 6ng ché khong phai mai
t6i dang dién tudng vg chong ray 16n cho 6ng
coi. BDon 6ng thay gai dep thi tram tro, ay la
nguoi ta co cai 6¢c ua my thuat, nén khong 16i.
Con dan ba ham di xe hoi, ham deo hot xoan,
hamddi mode, ham stia sac, 4y 1a ngudi ta cé chi
tan tha, nén ciing khong quay. Thoi hue!!
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Ong thay thudc Phi mudn cho vg chdng dng
Truong Tién hét 16i qua tiéng lai nita, nén 6ng
ti€p ma hoi rang:

— Hoi ndy ai bay ru di Long Hai d6? Bita nao
di thi phai nhtt dinh cho chac di?

May c6 xen vO ma cai mot hoi roi dinh bia
chua nhyt dau thang thi di. C6 Huyén Khai lanh
phan rt vg chong 6ng Phan Thém.

Ong thdy thuéc Con nghe nhu vay thi cang
thém phan chi, nén hia biia dy sé€ dem xe hoi ma
rudc vg chong ong thay thudc Phi.

Ong Huyén Khai hoi:

— Toa ndi xe ctia toa dem vé cat dudi Bac Liéu
xe dau ma rudc?

— Biia d6 xe 1én ché. Ma nhu khong 1én, thi
moa cling mudén xe ma di.

Gan 12 gid khuya khach méi tan ma vé.
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CHUONG YV

v cd Huyén Khai an can ra ren, ma cling
vi ong Phan Thém mudn cho vg vui choi
vGi chi em ban, nén 6ng mua do hop, stia soan
xe, ding dau thang dat vg di Long Hai.

Mot budi sém moi c6 Déc Hoc Lang ghé
thdm c6 Phung Xuéan. Co than rang c6 muon di
Long Hai choi v6i chi em, ngdt vi vo s6 khong
c6 xe nén khong biét lam sao ma di, 6ng Phan
Thém nghe nhu vay thi 6ng lién md&i vo chong
ong Doc Hoc di xe v6i dng va dng hia dén bia
di, 6ng sé dem xe lai nha 6ng ruéc.

Pén ngay hen. Méi 4 gid khuya thi 6ng da
thiic ddy biéu vg niu ca phé ding vg chong uong
roi lén xe madi, ong ép vo phai ban 4o am, phai
choang chalé (khan choang c6), con 6ng thi
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ong ban 4o huyén dai, dau doéi két, song 6ng
cling ban 40 mua & ngoai ding nguia suong gio.
Xe ghé rudc vg chong 6ng Déc Hoc Lang roi
mai di.

T6i Long Thanh thi tr6i da sang. Xe ctia 6ng
Huyén Khai qua mat, thay trén xe cé c6 Huyén,
lai ¢6 vg chong 6ng Trudng Tién Hi.

Ra t6i Long Hai, hai xe déu ghé lai mot cai
nha mét. Ong D&c Hoc tién ddn 6ng Phan lam
quen v6i 6ng Huyén va ong Trudng Tién. Co
Huyén cho hay rang vg chong 6ng Kinh Ly Hai
cdo ti khong di, c6 thay thudc Phi mac ban véi
con nén cling khong dugc con 6ng thay thudc
Phi thi di chung xe v6i 6ng thay thudc Con sé
theo sau.

Vi trude khi hiép nhau thi c6 Phung Xuan da
ké tdm sy ctia c6 cho 6ng Phén biét, ¢ lai ¢ ndi
nguoi bac co la thay thudc Con, bdi vdy ma ong
Phan nghe ndi c6 6ng thay thudc nay di choi day
ntia, thi 6ng chiing hiing. Ong chung hiing day,
chdng phdi la 6ng s¢ gip 6ng thdy thudc Con;
trai lai ti ngay 6ng cudi cd6 Phung Xuan roi thi
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6ng muon biét 6ng thay thudc do lam. Biét coi
nguoi tuéng mao thé naoma long da bac béo
nhu vdy ong chung hiing la vi 6ng lay lam la,
khong hi€u sao ngudi tanh tinh dé tién, vong
an boi nghia, ma bac thugng luu tri thiic nhu
ong Huyén, 6ng Trudng Tién, o6ng Doc Hoc da
khong khinh bi, ma lai con két ban lan la.

Ong Huyén Khai muén mt cii nha méat roi
moi hét mdy 6ng, may co vo ngdi nghi, doi cai
xe sau téi du roi sé hiép nhau xudng bai bién di
choi.

Céch chang bao lau, xe cia hai ong thay
thudc ra t6i. Ong Huyén Khéi tinh mau mén,
nén via thay xe ngling thi 6ng chay ra hoéi 6ng
thay thudc Con rang:

— Xe cua toa dau? ma toa phai muén xe lo-
cation (xe mudn) toa di.

— Moa da ndi xe moa, “ma femme” di vé dudi
Bac Liéu.

— D hon! Vé Bac Liéu may tuan ro6i ma chua
lén hay sao?
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— Chua.

— Trong thé “ta femme” mudn ra hun (hay
bd su hun hap, tiéng long: ly di) hay sao chg?
Toa phai coi chling da.

Ong thay thuc Con run vai dép ring:

— Viéc d6 khong quan hé chi lam. Muon hun
thi hiin, mudn ra thi ra, moa khong can.

Ba ngudi dat nhau vé nha mat.

Ong D6c Hoc Lang ciing tién din 6ng Phén
Thém lam quen véi hai ngudi mdi t6i, ong Phan
nam tay dng thay thuoc Phi va noéi rang:

— Hom trudc 6ng moi an tiéc ma t6i di khong
dugc. Diéu 4y t6i 16i qua.

Ong thdy thudc Phi cudi va n6i hoa nha réng;

— Hom dé c6 Phan c6 néi 6ng mac di My Tho.
Anh em connhiéu ngay, khi nay khong dugc thi
con khi khdc, xin 6ng dling ngai. Biia nay co dip

biét nhau day toi lay lam vui khong biét chiling
nao.
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Ong thiy thu6c Con mic lo chao hoéi méy

cO trudc chiing 6ng day lai thay 6ng Phi véi 6ng

Thém noéichuyén thi 6ng dua tay ma chao mtling
ong Phan.

Ong Phén ng6 thdy song ong lam lo. Ong
Pdc Hoc Lang vo vai 6ng Phan ma noéi rang:

— Con 6ng nay laong thay thuoc Con & trong
Chog Lén.

Ong Phan day qua cuai dau lam lé va ndi
rang:

— Toi 14y lam may man dugc biét 6ng. Toi
c6 nghe dai danh ctia 6ng da may thang roi song
chua cé dip ma gdp lan nao.

Ong vita n6i ma ngé 6éng Con tran tran, song
khong cudi ma ciing khong chiu nam tay.

Ong Thiy Thu6c Con ciing cii ddu tra 1é,
song by 6ng bg ngo, khong noi mot ti€éng chi
hét. Ong Huyén Khai la 16n 1én ring:

— Thoi tui minh kéo nhau ra mé bién choi,
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ché xuodng téi day rdi & trong nha noéi chuyén
hoai hay sao?

May 6ng dong cdi 4o ngoai bo tai nha mat
chi ban do so-mi ma di, duy c6 6ng Phan 6ng
khong chiu rdi cdi 4o huyén dai cua d6ng nén coi
lgt bot (kinh cang. lugc thugc) lam.

Ong Thay Thuéc Con véi 6ng Trudng Tién
Hi, 6ng Huyén Khai hang hai di trudc. K€ do thi
may co, vlia di viia noi chuyén, ti€éng cudi 1on
v6i tiéng noi nghe vui vé vo cing. Con 6ng Phan
vGi ong Doc Hoc, ong Thay Thuoc Phi thi hudn
budc (di cham cham, chim budc) theo sau, dam
luan viéc dgi coi dong tinh hiép y lam.

May 6ng may c6 di doc theo bai bién dén 10
gio, troi nang, déi bung, mdéi rit nhau tré vé nha
mat ddng ki€m do6 an. My c6 déu c6 mua banh
mi, do hop dem theo nén hiép do lai dé chung
trén ban rdi dung chung quanh ma &n vé6i nhau
noéi ndi cuodi cudi khong dit tiéng. An udng
xong roi 6ng Huyén Khai, 6ng Trudng Tién Hi
v6i ong Thay Thudc Con 1on di dau mat. May co
nam nghi mdt hoi rdi cling ru nhau xuong bai
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di choi. Duy cé 6ng Phéan, 6ng Doc Hoc v6i 6ng
Thay Thudc Phi ndm néi chuyén roi ngu trua
trong nha mat.

May c6 thay theo mé nudc cé con nha (ba
khia, loai cua nhd) bo, con mau xanh con mau
dd, coi thiét la dep, lai séng danh 1én bai nhiéu
con Oc hinh coi thiét la ky. May c6 mdéi bo giay
mot cho, roi xan quan di ki€ém nha, kiém 6c ma
bat. Mac ham bat nhiing nha, 6c, nén di mot lat
r6i moi nguoi ré mot noi, khong gan nhau nia.

C6 Phung Xuan duong lui cui ki€m 0c, 6ng
thay thudc Con 6 phia sau lung di t6i c6 khong
hay. Thinhlinh 6ng kéu ma hoi ring:

— C6 Tu, c6 phién to6i lam hay sao, nén gép
mat t6i c6 lam lo lang vay!

Co ngudc lén thay ong thi c6 chau may. Co
ngo6 trudc ngo sau, thay may chi em rai rac di
kiém nha, ki€m 6c, ma lai cing & xa hét, va co
tra 161 v6i Ong rang:

— Ong con mat miii nao ma nhin toi nita. Lé
thi cho nao c6 t6i 6ng phai lanh xa la phai hon.
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Ong thdy thudc ciing cti xuéng 1am bd nhu
kiém nha, kiém &c¢, 6ng viia di theo c6 viia noi
rang:

— Co6 phién tdi thi phai lam. Chang nhiing la
phién, dau cé ghét, t6i cling cam chiu, ché tdi co
dam choi cai chi ddu. Nhung ma chd nay vang
vé, t0i xin cO vui long nghe tdi ndi chuyén mot
chut.

— Toi tudng, t6i v6i dng dung ndi chuyén gi
ntia, gdp nhau phailam lang nhu thud nay khong
biét nhau thi hay hon.

— C6 mudn nhu véy thi téi phéi ving. Chang
nhing la lam lang ma tho6i dau co biéu tdi chét
lién bay gid t6i cling vui long ma chét nta.

— Thoi di 6ng? Con mdi miéng chi lam vay!

Ong thay thu6c ding ngay minh, mat ngé
mong ra khoi, mot tay de nguc, mot tay chi trdi
ma ndi rang:

— Kia trdi cao no bién tham, néu 16i tdi ndi
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vGi cO ma khong giong véi bung to6i quyét, thi
xin troi biéu ding dé mang toi.

Co6 cudi ma déap rang:

— Can gi 6ng phai thé. Ong chét c6 ich chi
cho t6i, ma t6i muon 6ng chét... Ma chét chi cho
uéng. Ong cb v gidu c6 sang trong, 6ng chét réi
ong bo cho ai.

— C06 noi nhu vay tic thi cd6 muon cho toi
chét.

— L6i 6ng noéi do thiét toi khong hiéu. Toi ndi
ong chét udng, ong chét roi bo vg giau cd sang
trong lai cho ai? Sao 6ng lai ndi t6i mudn cho dng
chét?

— CO ndi gay gat chi vay? Co ndi nhu vay,
khong phai 1a c6 muon tdi chét hay sao?

— L&i t6i ndi do la 16i chanh dang c¢6 chd nao
gay gat dau.

— C0 ghét tui lung lam, nén c6 méi néi nhu
Vay.
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— Toi vGi 6ng bay gid chang khac nao hai
nguoi di dudng gdp nhau, khong quen biét nhau
c6 chi dau ma ghét.

Bi ¢6 Phung Xudn nang ra hoai, 6ng thay
thudc Con khong biét lam sao ma g6 cdi gidn
ctia c6 cho dugc, bai vay dng ci thung thang di
theo c6. C6 Phung Xuan thay vay, c6 bén ding
lai néi rang:

— T6i xin moi dng di nga khac ma choi, duing
di theo t6i nita. Toi 1a gai c6 chong. Néu ong la
nguoi biét 1€ thi vang mat chong t6i 6ng duing
noi chuyén véi t6i méi phai.

— T6i mudn noéi chuyén riéng véi co, néu cd
chong c6 thi toi ndi sao dugc, boi vay tdi thay co
di mot minh t6i m&i nom theo day ché.

— Néu 6ng muon ndi chuyén véi to6i ma dng
khong dam noéi trudc mdt chong toi thi chuyén
ay khong chanh ddng. Vay téi xin 6ng diing noi,
dé lat niia tré vé nha mat, c6 chong toi, rdi ong
mudn noéi chuyén chi ciing déng.

— Chuyén t6i mudn ndi véi co la chuyén
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riéng cua hai ta khong nén ndi trudc mdt mot
nguoi nao khic.

— Thoi xin 6ng diing noi, tdi v4i 6ng chang
con chuyén riéng gi nita hét.

— C0 ct gian t6i hoai! Co6 thay bé ngoai roi
cO gian to6i c6 odn toi, thiét toi nghiép cho phan
to1 hét stic.

— L&i 0ng nghe noi tréi tai qua? Néu muodn
noi “t0i nghiép” thi co 1€ toi nghiép cho phan toi
ché sao ma téinghiép cho phan 6ng?

— RO rang c6 hiéu lam cd gian toi, nén c6
md&i ndi nhu vay. Hoi trudce thay thuong toi, thay
c6 nodi dé€ tdi hoc thanh cong roi thay sé ga co
cho tdi, on tri ngd ctia thiy bay gid t6i van con
mang ning chang co gidy phut nao ma t6i quén
dugc.

—'T6i cam on Ong.

— Xin ¢6 dting ngao t6i, dé t6i to hét tam
su cho c6 nghe rdi co sé biét toi 1a dida bac béo
hay la dua datinh. Tu ngay thay hda ga c6 cho
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toi, thi ngay dém hinh dang ctia c¢6 van & trong
tri toi hoai, tuy chua chung chan goi, ché t6i coi
cing nhu nghia v¢ chong. Mong hoc cho mau
thanh cong ddng doi ta sum hiép. Toi lo hoc hét
stc, trudc dén on tri ngd cta thay, sau lam cho
vui long c6. Rai qua toi hoc chua réi ma thay lai
mat di.

Song thay mat ché c6 con, khong 1é c6 phu
161 thay hua. Khi toi thi dau thay thuoc roi thi
toi buon ba vé, tinh thua véi cha me dang di
no6i ma cudi cd. Nao de vé t6i nha t6i hay mot
chuyén long troi dong dat lam cho t6i thoi chi
mudn chét phut cho réi. SO 1a thay hua ga co
cho t6i dd, cha me td6i khong hay. Toi con hoc
nam chot thi cha me t6i & nha lai lo kiém vg
cho t6i. Qua Bac Liéu coi con 6ng Huyén, roi
htia lam sui, di lé cau than, chi con cho t6i vé thi
lam 1€ cudi. Toi vé t6i nha nghe ndi nhu vay thi
toi chét diéng. Toi td thiét viéc to6i da hia hon
vGi cO cho cha me t6i hay, va téi quyét bé nao
toi cling cudi co, chd téi khong chiu cudi ngudi
khac. Cha me t6i bdi r6i, theo cat nghia cho to6i
nghe rang viéc lam sui bén Bac Liéu da c6 di 1é
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hoi rdi, bay gid vo ¢ ma hoi hon ddng di cuédi
cho khac thi nguai ta kién thua, at minh phai cé
toi. Cha me t6i méi khuyén toi phdi nghe 16i ma
cudi vo bén Bac Liéu, mién 1a ¢6 cuédi cho khoi
16i thi théi, chting cudi roi, t6i muodn liéu 1é
nao tu y toi. Lam con dau ddm trai linh cha me.
Vi vay nén t6i phai cudi vg bén Bac Liéu song
trong bung t6i quyét dinh bé nao sau tdi cling
két toc tram nam véi co, chd khong thé nao toi
& v6i vg toi. May lan c6 gap toi do déu khong cé
vo t0i. Toi dudi vé dudi Bac Liéu, t6i khong bang
long cho & chung véi t6i: Toi duong tinh xin pha
hon thu... khong de c6 lai 1ay chong. Co khong
cho toi...

Ong noi t6i do6 roi 6ng lam mdt budn buc,
coi nhu triu mén thuong tiéc c6 lam. Co cudi
ma noi rang:

— Néu nhiing 161 6ng n6i dé ma thiét cé nhu
vay thi cdi quan niém ctia 6ng vé dao vg chong
ky cuc qua. Pham khong chiu thi dung cudi, con
néu cudi thi phai & tron doi, ché trude khi cudi
ma ong da 1ap tam bd ngudi ta, ong lam nhu vay
thi 6ng coi ti€t gid cua don ba ré qua.
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Ong thé ra ma dép rang:

— Tai t6i thuong c6 qua nén téi cé ké gi la
phai quay.

~ Ong thuong tdi sao tii ngdy ong thi dau réi
ong khong budc chun t6i nha ma tham ma toi.

— Vua vé t6i nha thi cha me ép cudi vg bén
Bac Liéu. Toi con mat mii nao ma dam thay mat
cO.

Co Phuing Xuén bo di bat 6¢ nita, ma bay gic
mat c6 buon hiu.

Ong thay thuéc Con, 13 ngudi thong thao
tam ly v€ ai tinh 6ng thay c6 buodn thi 6ng biét cd
da hét gian, 6ng bén di dang ra dé cho c6 thong
tha ma suy nghi.

May c6 di tré 1on lai song con xa xa, thi co
Huyén da kéu hoi c6 Phung Xuan bat 6c dugc
nhiéu it. C6 dap rang c6 bat dugc co it con.

Ong Con sg mdy co di t6i réi ndi chuyén
khong dugc ntia, 6ng mdi sap lai gan ma noi
nho nho rang:
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— CO6 Tu, bay gio tdi nghi lai t6i nghe 16i
cha me ma cudi vg thiét 1a téi dai lam. Bay gio
t6i mdéi hiéu t6i thdy c6 lam vg ngudi khac thi
khong thé nao t6i chiu dugc. Toi sé bo dit vg
toi. Toi xin ¢6 cho tdi biét coi to6i c6 nén nuoi
cai hy vong mot ngay kia sé dugc xum hiép mot
nha véi c6 hay khong? Xin c6 dung tra 16i gap.
Co suy nghi it bta roi co viét tho cho tdi. Bao
tho co dé tén toi, goi vo nha thuong ChgLdén thi
toi dugc. Mién la ¢6 noéi “dugc” cho t6i sOng véi
cai hy vong 4y, dau phai chd bao lau t6i cling san
long ma cho.

C6 Phung Xuan ngdé may chi em ban ¢ xa xa
roi day qua ngé 6ng Con thi 6ng ding nhin c6
b budn thamma qua quyét lam. Co thd dai mot
cai, ng6 mong ra khoi, rung rung nudc mat roi
buéc chun di lai phia m4y chi em ban kéu. Ong
Con khong dam di theo song 6ng ding ngo co
va noi véi rang:

— Xin c6nhd viét tho tra 16i vé day toi trong
tin c6 hing ngay.



138 § HO Biéu Chanh

Co Phung Xuan hiép véi chi em, moi ngudi
déu trinh ra ma khoe nhiing nha, nhiing 6c cua
minh bat.

Ong Con thoc tay trong tui quin, ding gin
dé ma ngo ra bién. Mat bién nuéc don nhu da
quy, lai yén (anh) mat troi chdi cho sang loa, cho
toi toi. Lugn sdng vap vo bai tiéng kéu lach xach,
lai trai bot trén mat cat coi trang non.

May c6 vua ru nhau trd vé nha mat, thi co6
Huyén chi tay lén mé bo bién ma noi rdng:

~ E, may 6ng ho theo rinh minh kia chs”

Ai ndy ng6 lén mé thi thay ong Phan, ong
Huyén, 6ng Déc Hoc véi dng thay thuoc Phi

duong ngodi dya goc moét cay da 16n. Co6 Huyén
ngodt va kéu. M4y 6ng thung thang di xu6ng bai.

Co6 Phung Xuan bién sic, c6 ctii diing nup
theo c6 Doc Hoc khong dam ngd dng Phan.

Ong thay thudc Phi thdy ong Con ding xa
xa ng6 mong ra bién thi kéu ma héi rang:
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- B! Con lam gi d6 vay? Thoi trd vé nha mat
choi.

Khong hiéu 6ng Con c6 nghe hay khong ma
ong ct dung tro tro, khong tra 16i.

May 6ng may c6 dat nhau tré vé nha mat.

bén 2 gid chiéu 6ng Con méi vé ma bo
ong buon hiu, 6ng budc vo nha mat, khong noi
chuyén vdi ai hét, lai rt 6ng Phi vé Sai Gon. Ong
Huyén la 16n rang:

— Ve cdi gi mdi chiing nay, & choi dén 5 gio
roi sé vé ché.

Ong Con n6i minh can phai ghé Ba Ria ding
tham anh em mot chut. 6ng Phi di xe nho véi
ong Con ty nhién phai theo dng nén hai ngudi
1én xe ma vé trudc. Con xe ctia dng Huyén vdi xe
ctia 6ng Phéan thi dung 5 giéd méi vé mot lugt.
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CHUONG VI (KET)

@ on ngudi khong tu tam luyén tanh thi
tu nhién hay cam nhiém nhting mui
tran: thay sac dep thi mé, nghe tiéng ndi diu ngot
cling mé, hti mui thom ciing mé, &n mon ngon
cting mé. Muon tranh khoi cac sy mé ay, thi can
phai luyén luc can (tii ngti Phét gido: mat, tai,
mi, ludi, minh) cho nhiéu. Hé luc cdn minh gid
dugc chon chanh, thi luc tran méi khong nhiém
noi.

Co6 Phung Xuan tuy la con nha co6 hoc, tuy
cO biét nghi nhon liém si, tuy c6 thay doi gia doi
c6 chan ngan trong long, nhung vi c6 khong tu
tam luyén tanh béi vay co khong thé khong cam
nhiém mui tran cho duoc.
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Ngay trudc cha me hta ga c6 cho thay thuoc
Con, tuy chua thanh hon song c6 van coi thay
thudc Con 1a chong ctia co, c6 tham yéu trom
nhé. CO nguyén trao than géi phan cho ngudi ay
tron doi. Chuing thay thudc Con thi dau roi ham
giau phu kho, bo c6 ma cudi vg khéc thi ¢6 ndo
né trong long, trudc kia c6 thuong bao nhiéu
thi chling &y c6 cling oan bdy nhiéu, ma vi cai
thuong nhiéu qua nén cai odn cting phai sau qua.
Khi 6ng Phan Thém cdy mai ndi xin cudi co, thi
tinh cua c6 da kho queo, long cua c6 duong nao
né vé nhon tinh gia do6i. Co ung 6ng Phan la co
danh liéu nham mat budc chan trong duong doi
mién sao dugc no 4m tdm than thi thoi, khong
con mong hanh phudc hy lac chi nita. Vé & véi
ong Phan may thang, c6 thay 6ng Phan dai co rat
hau, thi c6 cdm tinh, c6 tham nguyén phai dén
dap céi on t€ d¢ dy, song dén dap thi bat qua co
14y cai nghia ma thoi ché khong thé nao c6 dung
tinh cho dugc. Co git tron dao 1am vg, ching
nhting 1a c¢6 phuc sy chong hét long ma chong
muon thé nao c6 cling lam cho vlay.
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Vitinh canh nhu vay nén vg chong 6ng Phan
khong dugc mdn moi, nhung ma gia dinh cta
Ong coi rat dam am, 6ng lay lam vui long, 6ng cho
do 1a hanh phuGce qué vong, dng chang mong mai
chi nta... Chang dé cdi khong khi duong thanh
bach ay thinh linh lai c6 viing may bay ngang,
n6 lam cho canh gia dinh dam am phai lu 16 xao
xuyeén.

SO 1a ti ngay c6 Phung Xuan di choi Long
Hai vé thi sic mat ctua c6 d6i khac hon xua. Hoi
trudc tuy c6 khong hén hé, song néu ngo ky
thi chi thay c6 c6 nét nghiém nghi ma thoi, ché
khong co vé sau tham. Bay gio sac mat cta co
coi rat budn buc, ma ct chi cua c6 lai lting dling
16 do. Co khi c6 ngdi ngod sting ra dudng trot
gio, khong no6i mot tiéng chi hét. Co khi cd nam
trantroc trét dém, c6 khong ngt dugc. D6 la tai
nhiing 16i diu ngot tha thiét cta 6ng thay thudc
Con lam cho ¢6 cam nhiém, nén long c6 méi
xao xuyén dudng ay. Ma dé ciing 1a tai cdi tinh
ctia c6 doi v6i dng Conngay trudc rat ndng né,
dau 6ng quay thé nao cd cling khong danh thu



144 § H6 Bi€u Chanh
oan, nén ngay nay co nghe 6ng néi phai quay thi
c6 muodn quén hét cac chuyén bac béo xua.

Ong Phan Thém la ngudi c6 tudi ty nhién cé
tri, dng thay ré vg 6ng véi 6ng Con gdp nhau bg
ngg. Ong thdy rd 6ng Con theo ndi chuyén véi vg
ong tai bién Long Hai, 6ng thay ro tu khi di Long
Hai vé, vg ong tu ly bang hoang, hay ngo6 chiing
ngoai dudng nhu trong ngdéng ai. Ong thay ro cu
chi cta vg, ma ong cling hiéu thau long da cta
vg nita. Nhung vi 6ng la mdt ngudi tri, nho ¢
lam hoan nan nén 6ng lich 1am nhon tinh, bai
vay ong khong phién trach vg, ma ciing khong
to dau cho vg biét. R rang tuy 6ng Coén phu
bac ¢6 Phung Xuan ma cuéi vg khéc, song tinh
clia ¢d cling van con thuong 6ng nhu xva. Ong
Phan Thém thdy vay r6i 6ng nhd lai, hen chi ngay
ong noi ma cudi c6 Phuing Xuan thi c6 dap rang
tinh cua c6 da can, da kho; c6 sg lay chong roi co
khong tron dao lam vag.

Ong Phan béi réi, khong biét bay gid phai xu
tri thé nao.
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Co nén cat nghia cho vg hiéu 6ng Con la

mot tén bgm bai long khong ngay, tinh khong

sach, roi khuyén vg phai xa lanh 6ng hay khong?
Khong nén.

Ai tinh chdng bao gi¢ chiu dung nap nhiing
16i cat nghia. Minh chi chd x4u ctia dng Con thi
s¢ e vg cho minh ghen ma néi xdu cho ngudi
ta, r0i chang nhiing 14 khong chiu cho 6ng Con
xau, ma lai con chéminh hep hoi thap thoi nita.

Co6 nén ngan cam, khong cho vg gan ong
Con, diang cho vg khoi 16i dao cang thudng hay
khong? Cing khong nén. Minh ngan cam bo
budc vg, tuy y minh mudn git gin cho vg khoi
lac budc vao dudng quay nhung ma ai biét dugc
hdo y cta minh, chi cho khoi ngudi ta ndi chong
gia vo tré sanh chiing ghen tuong, ro6i vg minh da
khong thuong minh ma lai con odn trach nita.

Co nén kiém ché nhan thanh tinh cit nha
ma & i v6i vg ddng vg chong xa lanh mui tran
khoi nhiém théi tuc, riéng hudng hanh phudc
gia dinh chut dinh hay khong? Cing khong

nén. Vo minh tuéi con xuan xanh, chéng khac
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nao mot cai bong hudng duong né. Néu minh
dem cai bong xinh dep 4y ma gidu kin mot cho,
dé thudng thiic mot minh, thi té ra minh vi ky
qua, minh da mang t6i hep hoi ma lai uéng cai
bong xinh dep khong ai dugc ngoé thay. Huong
chi minh cuéi vg, minh da c6 hta véi vg rang
minh s€ lam cho vg vui vé tron ddi, c6 1€ nao bay
gio minh quén 16i hia ay, minh lo lam cho minh
dugc viia long, con vg thi u sau kho héo.

Khong dugc. Minh khong nén phu 16i uéc
hen v6i vg. Thé nao minh ciing phai lo lam cho
vg dugc vui vé dau sy vui vé ctia vg phan chiéu ra
sau tham cho minh di nita minh cing phdi cam
chiu. Cai tinh ctia minh né & tai choé d6. Tinh
phai cé khong co6 uat, thi méi sau mdi cao.

Ma bay gi¢ phai lam thé nao cho vg dugc vui
vé ma khoi nho danh pham nghia. D6 1la mét van
dé. Ong Phén Thém trung ra da m4y tuan 1é ma
Ong chua giai quyét dugc.

Con c6 Phung Xuan thi ¢ cling ct 16 do
lting ding, c6 cling cd buon buc hoai, nhung



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 147
vi sy budn buc cua c6 khong cé cua ra, nén co6
khong biét dén chiing nao méi dut dugc.

Mot biia chiéu c6 ngdi xe hoi ra chg méi Bén
Thanh mua do. Xe ngling trudc day tiém Bom-
bay, trén xe c6 mdi leo xudng, thi c6 thdy 6ng
thay thudc Con cling ngting xe kéo roi phing
phdng di theo co. Co gid by khong thay 6ng, c6
thing thing di vo6 tiém. Ong Con di theo kip, 6ng
di sau lung va kéu ma héi rang:

— C6 Tu, hdom nay t6i trong di qua sao co
khong viét tho tra 101.

Co6 Phung Xuan di thém vai budc rdi co day
lai mat ng6 ong Con mot cach rat buon tham ma
dap rang:

— Toi phai trd 16i thé nao bay gis?

Ong Con ding ling thinh mot héi rdi ong

lac d4u noi rang:

— C6 khd chi dau ma c6 tra 16i khong dugc.
Co hai 1&: “dugc” hay la “khong dugc” ma thoi.
Co cu do cai tinh ctia cd ma tra 16i. Co tra 16i thé
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nao tuy y c6, mién 1a toi dugc biét tinh cta c6 doi
vGi toi thi du. Toi da cd ndi véi cd nhu “duge”
thi dau phai chd c6 bao lau t6i cling vui ma chd.
Con néu “khong dugc” thi tdi biét ma tuyét cai
hy vong cho rdi,song xin c6 biét cho rang dau hy
vong tuyét, chg long t6i cling chdang bao gio ma
quén co duogc!

Co6 Phung Xuan tia nudc mat cui mdt ngd
xuong dat cd khong ndi chi hét.

Ong Con thay bd co6 boi réi thi hiéu tinh c6
nén ong nodi ti€p rang:

— May tuan nay toi trong tho c6 hét stic.
Trong khong dugc, t6i sg cd khong dam viét tho,
nén chiéu bita nao tdi ciing tha réu (di dao khong
c6 dich, khong dinh hudng) ngoai nay, c6 y déon
coi hodc may c6 gdp c6 hay khong. Nhiéu biia to6i
cling c6 di xe kéo ngang nha c6 trong mong thay
mat co6 mot chut cho phi tinh. Tiéc vi khong ngd
thay cd, con néu ghé tham co6 thi s¢ e 6ng Phan
nghi nan roi bat tién cho cd, vi vay nén t6i kho
chiu hét stic. Nay may gdp nhau day, t6i xin c0 tra



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 149
161 mét chut cho t6i biét kéo doi trong hoai thi toi
nghiép phan toi.

C6 Phung Xuan thd ra ma dap rang:

— Toi tra 161 khong dugc.

— Tai sao vay?

— Vitoila gdi cé chong, ma chong toi la ngusi
c6 on ctiu vét tdi, cai on dy nang né lam, t6i khong
thé quén dugc. Da vay ma 6ng la ngudi cé vg, co
1é nao t6i con ndi chuyén tinh tu véi 6ng.

— Khong. Viéc vg ctia t6i thi téi da nhit dinh
ro6i. Hom gdp c6 dudi Long Hai rdi vé it biia thi
toi da vo don tai Toa ma xin dé vg. Toi da dudi vo
toi vé Bac Liéu, khong cé & v6i nhau ntia. Doi it
ngay Toa lén dn cho phd hon thu thi xong.

— Ong lam viéc d6 ac 1am.

— Sao ma ac?

~ Ong cuéi con gdi ngudi ta vé dn & khong
bao lau, r6i 6ng dé boé nhu vay khong ac hay sao?
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— To6i da khong chiu, tai cha me ép udng nén
béy gio méi c6 nhu vay do, cé phai 16i tai toi dau.

— To6i nghe noi vg Ong la con nha giau 16n sao
ong danh bo ngudi ta.

- Oi! Con ngudi & doi quy tai nhon nghia
ché quy chi thi tién bac! Toi c6 phai nhu ho hé
thay giau thi mé dau c6. Nhuat la trong dao vg
chong can phai c6 tinh thuong yéu nhau. dau ng-
héo can hot muo6i lam hai ma chia cho nhau con
vui hon la vang bac day t ma vg chong khong co6
tinh chi hét.

— Ong n6i nhu vay thi phai lim.

— Phan cta tdi thi t6i tinh dut r6i. Con phan
cua co thi ¢o liéu 1€ nao.

— Kho qua. Toi khong biét liéu lam sao dugc.

— Phai. T6i hi€éu. C6 duc dac ciing phai lam.
ong Phan 16n tudi lai tanh y theo xua, nén qué

mua. Ong cudi dugc co ty nhién dng cung co,
c6 muon khién bé nao dng ciing theo bé nay. Co6
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dugc tdm than sung suéng thi c6 mang on ong
bdi vay co6 khong né phu ong.

— Khong phai vay. Toi mang on 6ng Phén
khong phai tai 6ng cung t6i. Toi kinh trong ong
la tai 6ng ra on cdu vét toi trong lic toi choi voi
gitia dong kia.

— Phai. C6 noi phai lam 6ng Phan c6 on véi
cO, bdi vay t6i dau dam xdi c6 bod ong lién bay
gio dang vé & véi toi. Toi thudc vé hang “don ong
md6i~. Toi khong cé thai do dé tién du vo du con
nguoi ta nhu bon gia xua vay dau. Néu toi phai
chd chling nao 6ng Phan qua ddi cho ¢6 dén dap
nghia xong rdi cd sé xum hiép cung t6i thi toi
ciing vui long ma chd. Song bay gid toi xin c6
cho tdi biét coi t6i cé nén cho hay khong, ding
toi vui ma song véi cai hy vong ay. Xin c6 cho t6i
biét mot chut.

Ong Con néi cau sau ma bo Ong tha thiét

hét stic. C6 Phung Xuan chium chim cudi, mat
liéc 6ng ma dap nho nho rang:



152 § H6 Biéu Chanh
— Néu 6ng san long chg, thi tdi cho phép ong
cho.

Ong Con viia nghe diit 16 thi 6ng 16 sic vui
muing ma noéi rang:

— Cam on co. Bay gid t6i dugc biét c6 khong
phu tinh tdi, thi tdi vui suéng khong khac nao
nhu da lén dugc canh tién.

Co Phung Xuéan cudi va néi rang:

—Thoi, xin 6ng cho t6i di mua do. Dling noéi
chuyén lau gitia chg, thién ha ho dom ngé khong
nén.

Ong Cdn chau may noi rang:

— To6i mang chii tinh bay lau nay nang né lam.
Thoi dé blia nao gdp nhau choé vang vé roi toi sé
to hét tam sy cho c6 nghe.

Co6 Phung Xuan cui dau tu gia, roi budc vo
tiém Bombay. Ong Cén trd lai viia di vita chum
chim cudi. C6 Phung Xuan mua do6 roi co 1én xe
biéu sOp pho chay lai tiém may “Vinh Hung”
ddng c6 tham ba Tu Kién.
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Co da do cho ba Tu Kién may, duong ngoi
trong phong khach ma néi chuyén véi ba, thinh
linh c6 thay thuoc Con x6 ctia budc vo.

Ba Tu miing r6 moi ngodi, ba hoi tham c6
Phung Xuan c6 biét c6 thay thudc hay khong.

Ngay trudc c6 Phung Xuan c6 tht do cho
c6 thiy thuoc Con, song c6 khong mudn nhac
chuyén cti nén c6 ndi c6 khong biét. Ba Tu ben
tién dan cho hai ngudi khach biét nhau, ba chi co
Phung Xuan ma noi:

- Day la c6 Phan Thém.

R&i ba chi co thay thudc ma noi:

— Con day la c6 thay thuoc Con & trong Chg
Lon.

Co thay thudc vung la 16n rang:

— Thoi ba Tu? Xin ba dong kéu t6i la “co thay
thudc Con” ntia. Toi khong mudn mang cdi tén
khon nan ay.
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Ba Tu Kién v6i c6 Phung Xuan chung hting.
Ba Tu hoi rdang:

— Tai sao vay?

— Toi thoi chong toi may thang nay. Toi méi
vao don tai Toa hoi dau thang dang xin Toa lén
an phd hon thu cho réi. Céi tén “thay thudc Con:
khong con can hé gi dén toi nia.

— Sao vay?

— Chuyén cua to6i thiét la rac r6i lam. Ba hoéi
toi cang mac ¢& thém. Ba cling nhu cha me con
c6 Phan day cling nhu chi em, khong 1é t6i giau.
Thoi dé t6i ndi thiét cho ba nghe. Cha me t6i ga
toi cho ong thay thuoc Con la mot diéu lam to.
Nguoi ay la mot tén bgm bai, cudi vg thi cot lay
tién ché khong biét nhon nghia chi hét. Ba véi co
Phan nghi dé ma coi, 6ng méi di noi tdi ché chua
cudi, thi 6ng cdy 6ng mai nan ni xin ba téi mua
cho 6ng mot cdi xe hoi ddng dng di coi mach cho
than chu. Ba toi thuong ong, nénkhong tiéc chi
doi ba ngan dong bac véi ré con. Ba t6i mua
cho 6ng cai xe hoi ma cling may, ai xudi khién
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khong biét ma ba toi lai dé tén tdéi dung giay.
Cudi biia trudc qua biia sau 6ng xin ba t6i mua
cho 6ng mét cdi nha & Sai Gon dang vg chong 6 di
lam viéc cho thong tha. Khong phai ba toi khong
tién, hay 1a c6 tién ma ha tién nén khong chiu
mua. Ba t6i n6i minh lam viéc nha nudc, nay déi
cho niy mai doi cho no, sam nha ctia ro6i doi di
biét bo cho ai. Néu cho muén thi ho & hu hét, vi
vay nén ba t6i khong chiu mua. Cach it ngay vg
chong dat vé tham nha, 6ng lai xin ba t6i cho 6ng
tién dang 6ng di Tay hoc thém it ndm lay bang
cip Déc To. Ong quyét xin 20 ngan ding 6ng goi
vao Nha Bang roi ong di. Tuyba t6i thuong ong,
song ong mdi vao lam ré. chua biét bung 6ng lam
sao ma dam tin, bai vay ba téi khong chiu cho.
Ong lap muu ndy thé no, ma l4y tién khéng dugc
roi Ong trd lai gay gat véi toi. Toi & it thang thi
toi thdy ro thai do ctia Ong la thai do cta thang
«diém»; bdi vay toi vua to thiét cho cha me toi
biét, r6i mdy thang nay toéi khong thém lén niia.

— Néu vay thi bay gi¢ c6 khong cé & trong
Chg Lén? Hen chi may thang nay khong thay co
ra may do ntia.
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— Toi vé Bac Liéu lau roi. Toi lén day 1a toi di
mua do véi md toi. Ma toi § ngoai nha hang.

Co6 Phung Xuan nghe rd dau dudi, roi co
nhé nhiing 16i cta 6ng Con ndi véi c6 hoi nay
thi c6 lay lamngao ngédn, song c6 muodn tht y cd
thay thudc nén co6 ndi rang:

— Co6 phién 6ng thay thuoc réi c6 néi ndng né
cho ong ché dng la ngudi cd hoc thiic 1€ nao o6ng
tham tién qua nhu vay.

— Toi da lam roi. Toi xin c6 hay tin sy kinh
nghiém cta t6i. Thua phai, 6ng Con 6ng hay
khoe 6ng c6 hoc thtic rong, 6ng hay chung 6ng
la “dén 6ng mdéi” Thiét nho cai hoc thic rong rai
kia nén méi sanh cai thai do dé tién no do da co.

— Hoc thtic lam cho ngudi ta cao thugng ché
sao hoc thtic lai lam cho ngudi dé tién? Y c6 thé
nao thiét téi khong hiéu.

— Hoi xua hoc thuc lam cho ngudi ta ¢6 vin
chuong biét nhon nghia. Con doi nay hoc thiic
lai lam cho ngudi ta biét trau chuot 16i no6i dang
kiém tién. D€ t6i thuat mot viéc dé tién ndy niia
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cho c6 nghe thi c6 biét 6ng Con ham tién dén
buc nao. 6ng xin tién ba to6i khong dugc roi 6ng
gay gat nang nhoc véitoi. Toi gian bd di vé Bac
Liéu. Xua ray 6ng lén xudng nan ni doi rudc toi
hoai. Hom trudc t6i vd don Toa doi 6ng hau, 6ng
lai xuéng nha khoc 16c véi ba t6i, 6ng noéi ong
thuong t6i 1am, néu Toa 1én an cho dé, thi 6ng sé
tu van, chg xa tdi ong khong thé chiu duge. Co
hiéu tai sao ma 6ng doéi y nhu vay hay khong?
Ong nghi néu l4y tién bay gid khong dugc tha la
dé danh ngay sau sé 1ay ché khong nén bo tudt.
Troi oi, t6i 1am 6ng mot lan thi da biét khon roi,
cO 1€ nao tdi con lam mot 1an tha nhi nia.

— Co lé dng thuong co thiét ché...

— Tréi oi, ngudi do chi thuong dong tién,
ché biét thuong ai. Hom qua tdi v6i ma toi ghé
S6c Trang thdm ngudi quen, lai dugc nghe mot
chuyén ky ntta. Ngudi ta néi 6ng Con hdi con
di hoc, c6 6ng CaiTéng nao d6 hia ga con, dng
Cai Tong doé cép bac tién cho dan hoc may nam,
chuing thi dau réi vé thadyong no suy sup thi boi
udc ma di cudi toi do. Khon nan hay chua! Té ra
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toi 1am Ong 1a thu nhi, trude t6i da cé mot nguoi
lam thd nhut roi.

Co Phung Xuan nghe t6i d6 thi c¢6 lanh ngat
trong long. Co6 khong thé ndi chuyén nia dugc
nén ding ddy cdo tu ma vé. Co thay thudc cling
Vve.

Hai ngudi ra ctia ro6i c6 Phung Xuan chi nha
c6 va maoi c6 thay thuoc khi nao co6 ranh thi ghé
nha dang chi em noéi chuyén choi.

Co6 Phung Xu4n nho ¢6 thay thudéc mé mat va
soi tri dum cho c6 nén ¢ 1én xe ngdi mot minh.
Co nghi thai d¢ tham lam gia doi ctia 6ng Con
thi c6 dn nan cai cu chi cua c6 doéi véi 6ng hoi
chiéu khong biét chling nao. Ve t6i nha c6 thay
ong Phdn ra tai xe ma niém nd miing c6 thi co
hé tham thém ntia. Vi dn ndn va ho tham 4y ma
c6 cang budn buc hon may biia trudc nita. Ngoi
dn com t6i v6i chong thi c6 ngao ngdn dn khong
dugc.

Ong Phén khong ré tAm sy clia vg, ong thdy
vg budn 6ng khong chiu dugc, nén 6ng tham
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tinh dé€ an com roi Ong sé td bay mot viéc. Tuy
ong dau d6n, ma vg 6ng hét buén rdu. An com
roi, 6ng ra 1o di 1én di xuéng mot minh, sic mat
6ng suy nghi lung 1dm. Ong di cho dén chiing t6i
t6i trong nha don dep xong roidi nghi hét ong
mdi tré vo. Ong thdy vg da vdo mung, 6ng bén
ddéng ctia vdn dén can gitia 1én cho sdng, rdi 0ng
ngoi tai ghé€ gitia va kéu vg rang:

— Em Tu, em nghi r6i sao? Moi em ra day noi
chuyén choi mot chut. Con s6m ma.

Co6 Phung Xudn nghe chong kéu thi ¢ di ra.
Ong chi cai ghé ngay triGc mit 6ng ma mai co
ngdi. Co vung 16i, song bo cd6 bg ngo, khong
dédm ngé 6ng. Ong Phdn cudi hit hat ma néi
rang:

— Troi 16ng nay (luc nay) t6i, em muon di
choi thi qua dat di, di dau cling dugc. Phai di
choi dang giai khudy & nha riét réi cing buon.

Co6 Phung xudn nghe nhiing 16i mon trén
ma htiu tinh nhu vay thi c6 cang khoé chiu, nén
cO thd dai ma dap rang:
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— Em buodn thiét nhung ma vi cai buon ay
nén em khong muoén di dau hét.

- Oi! O doi hoi nao ma buén. Céi vui la bén
phén clia ngudi tré tudi. Em con nho tu nhién em
phai vui ché. Em mudn vui cach nao qua ciing
lam cho em dugc viia long hét thay mién la qua
dugc thay em vuithi qua phi tinh.

— Ong néi nhu vay thi em cdm on 6ng ldm.
Ngat vi cdi mang cta em phai chiu buon, thi cé
thé nao ma vui cho dugc.

— Em dung noéi vay. Budn hay la vui déu tai
noi minh, chd nao phai tai mang so. Giau hay la
ngheo ay latai mang. Ma dau ngheo minh ciing
vui ma chiu mang Trdi thi lam sao budn dugc.
Em dting c6 buon ntia bsi vi hé qua thay em budn
thi qua da khong vui, ma qua lai én nén lam.

Co Phung Xuan khong hiéu y 6ng Phan, nén
nghe noi nhu vay thi c6 nguéc mat 1én ngo ong.
Ong Phan cudi ngdn ngoén ma néi ring:

— Thiét qua an nan lam...
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~ Ong ¢4 1am t0i 16i chi ddu ma dn nan?

— Co ché. Qua cudi em, qua lam cho em phai
budn buc tron doi, d6 khong phai la toi hay sao?

Co6 Phung Xuan ngé 6ng Phan ma ta nudc
mét. Ong Phén noi tiép rang;

— Hon mot thang nay qua thay em budn qua
chiu khong dugc. Qua nghi em tudi duong xuén
xanh, nhu bong mua xudn ma phéi tr6 nham
ti€t lanh mua dong, thi qua hoi han vé cung.
HOm nay qua muon ndivéi em mét chuyén, ma
vi long qua 4i ngai qua nén qua khong dadm noi
s¢ noi ra em khong hiéu y qua roi em tré lai em
phién qua.

Co6 Phung Xuan hoi rdang:
— Ong muon noéi chuyén chi?

— Chéang c6 chuyén chi la. Qua mudn lam cho
em hét buon vay ma.

— Ong lam sao cho em hét buén dugc?
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— Qua mudn dua em vé ¢ dudi ba gia. Qua
cho em tién bac cho lu6n nii trang xe hoi ntia
ddng em thong tha khdi cuc long em ntia.

— Ong khong thuong em nita hay sao?

— Lam sao ma hét thuong dugc. Vi qua
thuong em lam nén qua mdi tinh nhu vay do.

— Em di r6i 6ng khong budn hay sao?

— Buon lam ché. Song céi buon dé dé chiu
hon céi budn thay em khong vui. Qua thudng
c6 ndi v6i em rang mién la em dugc vui thi thoi
phan qua khong can gi.

— Ong day nhu vay néu em vang 16i thi té ra
em vi ky qua.

— Em vui thi qua mdi vui, dau phai xa em,
qua cting chiu nia, ché hé em budn thi qua én
ndn hoai, & mot nha qua cang thém x6n xang. Dé
qua noi r6 cho em dé hiéu y qua. Tinh cua quala
tinh theo hang 16n tudi, con tinh cta em 1a tinh
theo hang xuan xanh.



Thiét gia, gia thiét § 163
Hai cai tinh phat biéu khac nhau, nén qua coi
khoé ma thich hiép dugc. Néu qua budc tinh, em
dau khong thich ciing phdi di cdp véi tinh qua,
thi té ra qua ap ché qua. Vi vay nén qua muon
dé cho tinh em tu do chon lua mot cai tinh khac
thich hap ma di cap, ding em hét budn hét khé
nua.

Co Phung Xuén hiéu y 6ng Phan muén noéi
gi. Ong thdy minh con thuong 6ng thdy thudc
Con nén 6ng san long chiu dau dén dé€ cho minh
thong tha ma phoi hiép véi 6ng Con. Song 6ng
s¢ minh 4i ngai nén 6ng khong ddm noi ro ra,
thi co0 cdm dong khong biét chting nao. Co ving
ding day budc lai nam tay chong va khoc va noéi
rang:

— Long minh quéng dai qua! Ma tinh minh
cling cao sau qua! Trong buc thanh nién hay la
trong hang hoc thtc c6 dugc bao nhiéu ngudsi
nhu minh. Bay gi¢ t6i mai thay r6 tinh ctia minh,
ma thay ro rdi toi nghi tdi 16i véi minh nhiéu qua?

Két duyén cuing c6 Phuing Xuan da may thang
rdi, 6ng Phan Thém méi nghe c6 kéu 6ng bang
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“minh” 14n ndy 13 14n thd nhit. Ong méi thdy co
to tinh dan diu lan nay 1a lan dau béi vay 6ng
khoan khodi va boiroi. dng kéo c6 ngdi mot bén
ong roi 6ng cudi ngon ngoén ma dap rang:

— Em khong c6 16i gi hét, ma dau c6 16i gi qua
cling hy xa hét.

— Hoi trudc em c6 hiia hon véi 6ng thay thuoc
Con.

— Thoi! Thoi chuyén xua em nhac lai lam chi.
— Em 16 thuong Ong.

— Qua biét, em chiang cin noi lam chi.

- 6ng phu bac em nén em odn 6ng.

— O d5i ching nén odn ai hét.

— Hom di Long Hai, 6ng lai theo ndn ni to
dau dn ndn em dai em xiéu long.

— Qua hiéu lam. Em dling néi chuyén do ntia.
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— Khong dugc. Bay gid em phai ndi ra cho

minh hiéu r6. Em khong phép gidu ntia. Hoi
chiéu nay em di chg em con gip 6ng nia.

— Qua khong can biét chuyén dd, vi qua thay
em to tinh thuong qua thi du roi.

— Xin dé€ cho em thuat hét cho minh nghe ma.
Ong nai ni xin em hiia chiing minh trim tudi gia
thi em phoi hiép véi ong.

— Néu em mudn thi bay gié qua ciing cho,
chang cin phai dgi t6i qua chét.

— Em nghe nhiing 16i thiét yéu, em tudng
ong thiét c6 tinh ndng véi em nén em dong long
thuong, emhtia l6i v6i ong. Chiling em lai tiém ba
Tu, em gap vg 6ng, chi em ndi chuyén véi nhau,
em mdi hay 6ng la mot thang diém.

— Ddi nay di€ém nhiéu lam ché c6 phai mot
minh 6ng Con dé ma thoéi dau em.

— Tinh doi thiétla khé do? Thiét gia, gia thiét.
khong biét ddu ma nglia. Ngudi minh tuéng gia
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té ra la thiét, con ngudi minh tudng thiét té ra
gia.

— Phai 16n tudi, phai c6 kinh nghiém nhiéu
thi méi phan biét thiét gia dugc.

— Em mé&i hoc duge mot bai & doi roi, tiéc vi
gia bai hoc &y mac qua.

— Khong mac ddu em. Nha cai bai hoc 4y lam
cho tinh vg chong ta dugc thich hgp, thi tén hao
tam tri baonhiéu qua cling khong cho 1a mac.

C6 Phung Xuan nghe may 16i thi ng6 chong
ma cudi. Ong Phdn ciing ngé vg rit hitu tinh; vg
chong nhin nhau thim thdm nguoén 4n bién 4i,
khong con e 1¢ khong con sut sé nhu tride nita.

Chiéu biia sau, v¢ 6ng thay thuéc Con dén
nha tham c6 Phung Xuan. Vi c6 thay thuoc uat
Uc tran tré trong long nén c6 d§ chuyén chong
ma ndi nita. C6 Phung Xuédn cudi ma noi rang:

— Hom qua co thuat chuyén 6ng thay thuoc
cho t6i nghe, thiét toi cdm on co lam.
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Co thay thuoc khong hiéu y c6 Phung Xuan,
nén nghe nhu vay thi chung hting.

Co6 Phung Xuan noi tiép rang:

— Toi day la ngudi lam tht nhut, con c6 dé 1a
nguoi lam thi nhi.

Co thay thudc hiéu roi, cd lac dau noi rang:

— Té ra hai chi em minh di mot thuyén mal!
Cha chd! Ma sg tu nay vé sau con nhiéu ngudsi
khac ciing sé bi nhu minh nta!

Chi em ndi chuyén mot hoi réi ra nhau di
chg. Ra t6i Bén Thanh lai gdp 6ng thay thudc
Con ntia, ong thay thuoc thay hai c6 di chung
mot xe thi 0ng 1ay lam la nén diing ma ngo.

Co Phung Xuan bi€u sOp pho ngling xe va
kéu ong thiy thuéc ma néi 16n rang:

~ Ong thay thudc, nhd 6ngday t6i hoc nén t6i
biét dugc bai “Tinh d&i gia doi”, chung t6i cdm
on 6ng lung lam. Viy bai hoc ay gia dang bao



168 § HO Biéu Chanh
nhiéu xin 6ng lam toa géi ra nha t6i, roi chong
toi trd tién cho. Xin 6ng nhé nghe hon.

Ong Con méc c6 nén bo di mot nude.Hai co
ngd nhau ma cudi ngat.

00o0

Qua ndam sau, c6 Phung Xuan sanh dugc moét
dtia con trai. Ong Phan Thém cung nhu vang
nhu ngoc. Biia nao cling vay hé chiéu trdi thanh
bach thi vg chong dem con 1én xe hoi ma di dao
choi. Chong yéu vg, vo mén chong, tuy vo chong
nién ky bat dong, song nho hiép y tam dau, nén
nguodn an sau xa, bién tinh lai lang.

Sai Gon - Décembre 1935
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