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HAO HUL

U ngay vao linh, Tuin da di du

loai may bay, tlii Dakota, ba gia,
Caribou, C.123, t6i cac truc thing qua
chuoi, truc thang H.34, truc thing than
chi ¢ cai khung khong ma Tudn goi dua
la tryc thang & truong, nhung chua bao
gio Tuan dugc di maybayphanluc. Trong
cac anh phi cong bén Khong Quan Viét
Nam lai may bay B.57 hay Lu&i Kiém
105, Tuan thém qua. Trong nhiing phan
luc co van tai khong 16 ctia hang may bay

Hao hirc
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Pan Am cat va ha canh & Tan Son Nhat,
Tudn ciing them qua. Gid ma Tuén dugc
ngoi trén chiéc may bay dé xem sao.

Thé ma hom nay, gié day Tuan dang
ngoi chd tai phong khach phi cang quoc
t€ Tan Son Nhit dé dap may bay phan
luc cua My di du hoc Hoa Ky. Trong cudc
ddi trung si, chua bao gid chang vui nhu
thé.

Bay gi¢ sang, Tuan da ngoi gon ghé
trong chiéc ghé rong ctia chiéc Boeing
707, bon dong co phan lyc ctia hang
Continental Airline do quan d¢i Hoa Ky
thué, cho gio cat canh,

Phi co quin do6i ma sang lam. Cho
mady bay lén hét dudng bay, Tuan méi mé
mat tré lai d€ quan sat. Lich sy qua ! Cé
chiéu dai vién trang tréo, thom nhu mit,
biéu dién cach deo phao, phong khi may
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bay r6t, Tudn ciing chang thém nghe.
Co tuy la nguoi My nhung ndi chac la
khong dung giong vi ti€ng khong giong
giong cac gido su Viét day Anh ngiti cho
Tuan. Va lai Tudn con dang ban ngam
nghia mdy bay. Mdy bay My du tién nghi
qua, chu ddo qua ! Trii mot 16i di & gita,
moi bén sudn may bay c6 dén ba hang
ghé, tit ca dén hai traim ch6 ngo6i. BAm
nat mdt cai, ghé 14t ra sau, c6 thé nga dau
lim dim ngti nhu nam ghé b6. Mdéi hang
gh€ co danh so thu tu 1, 2, 3, 4 ma kho-
ng c6 s6 13. Thi ra My ciling tin di doan
nhu 6ng cht Tha D6 Ttu Lau vay. Trén
moi ghé cé mot doi tat nho, cho khach
c6 thé thao giay 16ng vao chan minh cho
do gia. Moi ghé con c6 mot 6ng nghe dé
khach cam vao 16 tai ma Tuan chua hiéu
dé nghe gi.

Mady bay cat canh chling ntia gid, hai

Hao hirc
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cO chiéu dai vién khac dabat dau stia soan
btia dn sang. Thic an thom tho, sach sé,
noén na nhu nguoi séc-via vay. Co chiéu
dai vién tdc bach kim dét khay thuc an
xuong chiéc ban nhé gin lién vao ghé
trudc Tudn, roi cat tiéng oanh vang hoi :

— Cop phi, ty, o miéu ? (Ca phé, tra
hay siia ?)

Cha ! C6 nay lai noi khong dang
giong My niia roi. Tuy thé, qua dang
diéu, Tuan biét ngay la c6 hoi uéng gi ?
Tuan suy nghi mot lat. Ca phé ! Ca phé
My dé lam, ca phé bit tit Chg Lén con
ngon hon ! Tra ! Tra Lipton trong tui vai
thi udng sao dugc !

Tuan tra 10i :

— Miéu ! Tu miéu (Sta, hai ly!)

Phdn 1
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CO chiéu dai mim cudi quay di.
Tudn nhd lai 16i ctia ngudi anh vg khu-
yén Tudn trudc khi di : “Cau cd biét tai
sao nhiéu ngudi di My tré vé déu map
khong ¢ Tai vi ho udng nhiéu stia. Toéi da
di toi biét. Sita tuci cua My nguyén chat,
tuoi ma ré lam. Bat ci luc nao hé khat,
cau hay uong siia thay cho nuéc !” Tuan
thay ngudi anh vg cé ly.

CoO chiéu dai trd lai mang theo hai ly
stia. Tuan vOn ghét siia, nhung hom nay
udng cé vé ngon lanh.

May bay van bay trén d6 cao chiing
sau hay bay cay s6. Em qua. Tuén ldy gidy
trai l1én ban an viét thu cho vg, ban ém
khong rung dong y nhu ngoi dudi dat.
Tau bay My cé khac.

Nhin qua ctia s8, bién & dudi mat
Tuan.

Hao hirc
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Nhiing lan may trang khong 16 chi
con nhoé nhu nhiing cuc bong gon bay
duéi chan Tuan. Trén cao, thé hoi ndng
né, nhung mot chut théi. Va may bay van
bay rat ém nhu khong chuyén dong.

Phi co bay qua mét hon ddo rat
16n. Méi dau Tuan ng6 la Phi Luat Tan.
Nhung tai sao lai chi c6 mét ddo 16n nhu
vay ¢ Phi Luat Tan nhiing bay ngan dao
co ma. Ma sao di lau thé mdéi t6i Phi Luat
Tan ?

Mudi gid, phi co ha canh trén dao
Xung Thang. Khi d6 Tudn mdi biét hon
dao luc nay la Dai Loan. Suong mu day
ddc, gio rét cam cdm, Tudn theo cac hanh
khach khac vao phong dn, phong khach
phi truong Kadena ngam cac gian hang
ban do ky niém do céc c6 gdi Phu Tang
trong nom.
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Mudi mot gid, mdy bay cat canh
roi Xung Thang. Biia an trua dugc don
ra : xup ga, trai cay du thu, xuc xich, xa
lach, sach sé va vé sinh. Tuin déi lam, an
that nhanh va cam thay con hoi thiéu.
CoO chiéu dai vién liéc thay 6ng khach da
xong, dling lai, cat giong oanh vang :

— Cop phi, ty, o miéu ?
Khong nghi nggi, Tudn trd 16i ngay :
— Miéu, tu miéu ! (Sta, hai ly !)

An uéng xong xudi, Tuin bat ghé nga
ra phia sau, uén bung lim dim mat nga,
nhu mot chinh khach chd thoi. Trong
khi Tudn mo mang, Tudn van nghe thay
ti cac hang ghé trén ti€éng c6 chiéu dai
ca diép khuc “Cép phi, ty, o miéu” ! Lac
Tuan tinh day, dong ho chi ba gi¢ chiéu,
gio Sai Gon. Nhung nhin ra troi da xdm

Hao hirc
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toi vi phi co bay vé huéng Dong. Tuan
thdy mot « nhu cau » doi hoi noi bung.
Chang ding day di vé phia dudi phi co
tim phong rtia mat. Va Tudn phat gidc ra
mot binh sita tuoi 16n & phia dudi phi co
v6i nhiéu ly gidy sach sé. Giai quyét nhu
cau noi bung xong xuo6i, Tuan lay ly bam
nat udng lién ba ly sita cho mat rudt.
Troi da t6i han. Tudn dé dong ho chi ba
gio chiéu nhu nudi ti€c qué huong.

Biia dn t6i xong, chuong trinh giai
tri trén may bay bat dau v6i mot phim
ctia hang Warner Bros. Cu cach mot ghé
lai c6 mdt man dnh nhd trén than may
bay, nho va xinh nhu mét chiéc vo tuyén
truyén hinh mudi hai inh. Luc nay Tuan
mdéi biét tac dung cua chiéc ong nghe.
Ngudi khach ngoi canh Tuan la mot
thiéu ay My man han chién dau tai Viét
Nam dang trén dudng vé. Vui mung qua
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chang ma y ct ké chuyén lién thodng véi
Tudn. Anh chang nay néi khé nghe qua.
Chac cling khong dung giong My. Cac
tai ti trén man anh dang trd tai co bac
bip. Cuon phim qua t0i, lam nhiéu nguoi
khong cha y ma chi bat den nho doc bao.
Tuan lai buc doc thém vé su lién thoang
cta anh ban My lang giéng. Chang ben
cam 6ng nghe vao tai roi tait may nhung
mat van cham chu 1én man anh dé trén
chuyén anh ban dong hanh néi sai giong.

boéng ho Tudn chi ndm gid chiéu.
Lac dé da la moét gio dém trén khoang
khong gian nay. Phim da hét. ben tat,
may bay di trong dém, nhung Tuén van
khong thé ngt dugc vi mdi 1a budi chiéu
& Sai Gon.

Tuan thdy ngdm ngam dau bung.

Hao hirc
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Chang dung day, lan mo trong anh sang
m& di ra phia sau. Ua sao minh in chat
ddc nhiéu thé ma lai thao da nhi ¢ Hay
1a tai stfa tuoi ! Tudn trd lai ghé, lim dim
mat cd ngu dé tip quen véi thai khac
md&i nhung khong dugc vi chi moét gio
sau chang lai thay ngam ngam dau bung
nua.

Mady bay ha canh & phi trudng quan
su Travis (gan Cyu Kim Son) luc dong
ho tay ctia Tudn chi chin gio toi, gio Sai
Gon. Tuan nhin dong ho & phi trudng
thay chi ndm gio va trdi da tang sdng.
bay da la dat My, gid Viét Nam va gio
MY 6 phia Tay nay cach nhau tam tiéng,
va ngay cting lui hai muoi bon gid.

Té ra mdy bay cat canh & Sai Gon luc
bay gio sang ngay 2 thdng 2 thi khi tdi
day van la ngay 2 thang 2 nhung méi c6
nam gio sang. Lgi mot ngay, ma ciing
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thiét mot ngay : Loi thoi gian, thiét luong
bdng vi phu cép du hoc tinh theo ngay.

Tuan x€p hang theo tht tu trinh gidy
tiém, gidy thong hanh, phim phoi va ché
kham hanh ly. Hanh ly vt tu trén may
bay xudng 16n bay chat dong & mot goc
phong. Khong bién nhén, khong thu tu.
Cu viéc t6i tim ro6i nhéan ra va-li cia minh
thi xach lay mang lai phong ngoai cho
nhén vién hitu trach kham xét. Khi Tuan
tim thdy va-li ctia chang thi héi 6i, chiéc
quai da bi gay tung. C6 mot chiéc quai dé
xach ma gay co khac chi chiéc chai thung
day, chiéc quan khong gidi rut. Tudn chi
con cach vac chiéc va-li khong 16 1én vai
nhu bao gao tién ra phong ngoai dé chs
téi lugt.

Lao dong qua stic, Tudn lai cam thay
nhu cau doi hdi noi bung. Tuin can rang
kiém ché. Hanh ly mang vao dat My rat

Hao hirc
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dé dang. C6 thé noi céi gi ciing lot tru
mot vai thd thuc an hodc nhiing thi do
ché héa khong tén ma ngudi My ngo la
thic an thi€u vé sinh. Nhiing tht do bi
tich thu ngay tai phi truéng. Khach Viét
Nam t¢ia nudc mat nhé qué huong khi
thay chai nudc mam hodc hit mam ném
trén dudng di vao thung rac.

b6 dac khdam xong, Tuan vt bich
va-li xuong, khong can dong lai, U té chay
nhu ngudi ma dudi. Phi trudng rong qua,
tim t6i mudi phut méi thay nha vé sinh.
Nhung van con kip thai. Nam phut sau,
Tuan trd lai chd va-li, mat may vui vé,
miéng huyt sdo, yéu doi.

Chidng duong cua Tudn chua hét
vi noi chang t&i hoc 6 gan bo Dai Tay
Duong, phia Dong nuéc My. Nén toi
hom dé Tuin van con dugc di tau bay.
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Chang t6i phi trudng dan sy Cuu
Kim Son lic mudi gio dém dé dap may
bay phan lyc di Atlanta. Chac nuéc My
xai toan mdy bay phan luc. Phi trudng
Cuu Kim Son rong qua 16 ngé chac lac
mat. Mudi gié rudi may bay cét canh.
Tuan di theo hanh lang s6 4 vi trén vé
mdy bay ctia hdng Delta ban cho changcé
ghi r6 cong s6 4. Nhung hét cong s6 4 roi
1én may bay nao, mau gi, s may, khong
thdy ai chi dan cho Tuén ca. Chi c6 tiéng
noi trén chiéc micro 06 0 sai giong My thi
ai ma hiéu. Tuidn dang hoang mang di
trong hanh lang tda nha rdng 16n theo
nhiing ngudi di trudc thi da thay mot co
chiéu dai vién gio tay chi 16i. Tuan budc
qua mat nang, di qua mot hanh lang hep
nhu dudng ham dai chling bon thudc thi
da thay vao trong than may bay. Tr&i oi !
Thé nay thi lam sao lac ! May bay do sat
tan hién. Qua la phi trudng quoc té.

Hao hirc



22 | Ddng Trdn Hudn

Tudn ngdi yén chd mot lat, may bay
cat canh. Mdc & chiéc tui sau ghé trudc
lay ra may tam carte postale, Tuan biét
minh dang ngoi trén chiéc phan luc co
DC.8. Tuy ghé khong c6 s6 nhung hanh
khach nha nhan nhudng nhau. May c6
chiéu dai vién mang keo banh t6i cho
hanh khach. C6 tdc nau diing trudc mat
Tuén :

— Cop phi, ty, o miéu ?
Tuén lac dau lia lia :

— NO ! N6 miéu ! (Khong, khong
udng siia).

Co gang lai :
— Cop phi, o ty ? (Ca phé hay tra ?).
— NO ! N6 ! (Khong, khong).

Nhu con chim bi tén sg cdy cong,

Phdn 1
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Tudn xua tay di doi. Va cé 1€ su hién dién
cua cd chiéu dai du rat dep nay, ggi cho
bd mady tiéu hoa ctia Tudn mot di vang
nao do, nén Tudn lai thdy ngdm ngam
dau bung. Tuin lang ling diing day xin
16i 6ng khach ngoi ngoai dé di ra phia
dudi may bay.

Phi co van bay trong dém t6i. Téi hai
gi® rudi sang, phi co ha canh & phitrudng
Atlanta. Tuan laimétlan nttavan donghd
tang 1én thanh ndm gid rudi sang. Chiéc
phan luc co d6 s6 do lai chiing nta gis
roi lai bay di. Tuan nhin theo luyén tiéc,
than phuc su chu ddo ctia hang may bay
Delta, than phuc nhiing tién nghi day du
trén chiéc phan lyc co DC.8.

Tudn phéi cho t6i bay gio d€ sang
mot phi co khac roi Atlanta di Augusta,
chdng cudi cua chang. Hanh ly ctia Tuan
da dugc nhan vién hang hang khong

Hao hirc
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chuyén sang mdy bay lién tinh. Chac la
chu ddo lam. Hang dén sy nay c6 vé kha.
Va-li ctia chang chac khong thé gay quai
vi con quai dau ma gay.

bé chac dn, Tudn lan mo ra phia
cuoi nha ngo ngac tim ki€m nhiing can
phong co lavabo, c¢6 vé dau dan 6ng hoac
dau dan ba noi cta.

Tuan budc ra san phi truong. Chi
c6 mot chiéc may bay ngoai sén, chiéc
Martin 404 cta hiang Piedmont. Chiéc
may bay tho 16, son loang 16 ct ky, hanh
khach 1én may bay bdng ctia & dudi,
giong nhu ctia Caribou hay C.123 mé ra
khi ché do. Tuan chua bao gio trong thay
kiéu may bay nao nhu thé. Lic nay, Tuan
thay hang Air Viét Nam ctia nidc minh
lai kha!

Phdn 1
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Hanh khach lén mdy bay lua thua
hon chuc mang. Canh ctia khép lai, phi
cd né may. Hai canh quat quay tron may
vong roi ding khung. Phi co lai ra 1én
lan tht hai. My kéu hting huc nhu ché
dai. Hai canh quat quay tit nhiéu vong,
tiéng mdy ru to hon nhung canh quat
lai dot nhién ngting nhu vap phai vat gi.
Mot vai hanh khach ngo6 qua ctia c6 vé lo
lang. Tiéng may ra 1én lan thd ba. Mot
tiéng no chat chda phat ra phia duéi nhu
tiéng xe Honda ket p6. C6 gdi My ngodi
chung hang ghé v6i Tuin tron mat, gic
hai tay lén ra vé s¢ hdi. Nhung lan nay
canh quat quay déu va phi co tu tu rdi
phi dao.

Troi da sang ro, co chiéu dai vién luc
ludng cling c6i nhu dan dng téi ting ghé
hoéi khiach muon dung banh hay ca phé.

Hao hirc
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Moi lan biét y khéach, co lai trg vé
phong nhéd gan ca-bin cdm ra moét chiéc
banh hay mot ly ca phé trén tay, khong
cé mam. Tuan nhé t6i cdc nang 4o xanh
cta Air Viét Nam va lic nay mdi thay
rang Air Viét Nam ctia minh kha qua !
Nhung khi nghi thé thi da mun roi !

Co chiéu dai téi trudc mat Tuén :
— Cop phi, ty, o miéu ?
— Cho t0i ca phé dac.

Lat sau c0 trd ra tay cam miéng banh,
tay cam ly sita chia ra phia Tuan. Chang
can nhan :

— Toi kéu ca phé sao c06 lai cho stia ?
Co chiéu dai tuéng dan ong tra 10i
mot cau dai. Chac lai néi sai giong My.

Tuan danh cam ly stia va quay lai héi anh
ban dong huong & ghé sau :
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— N6 noi gi ma cau nghe r6 khong,
Dat !

Dat 1ém linh cudi :

— N6 bao : “Xin anh tht 16i cho vi
hang em nghéeo” !

Tuan khong néi gi, quay lai. Chang
thdy am i dau bung. Chang di v€ phia
phong riia mat. Ctia dong vi bén trong
c6 ngudi. Chang chg téi nam phat van
chua thdy ctia mé danh quay lai gh€ 6m
bung nén con dau. Nghi t6i sita, Tuan
rung minh.

Con dau bung ngudi dan. Tuan lim
dim mat thiu thiu nga vi gid nay la dém
Sai Gon.

Tuan mo mang nghi t6i chan troi xa
la. R6i ngu thi€p di. Trong con mo Tudn
thay tliing dan bo cai n6i dudi nhau, tling
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thung stia tuoi chong chat. Tuan sg run
lén, rung minh tinh day gitia con dau
bung quédn quai. Tudn mé& choang mat,
loanh quanh nhin, thi da thay c6 chiéu
dai dung truéc mat cudi duyén hoi
Tuan :

— Cop phi, ty, 0 miéu ?
thang ba 1967
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HOA THINH DON
THANH BHO BUON THIU

i t6i mot thanh pho l6n tai

MY, ngudi ta thudng hay tuéng

tugng téi nhiing nha may san sat, khoi

bdc mit mu, t6i nhiing nha choc trdi cao
vut, ngtia mdt 1én mai nhin thay may.

Truong hop tha d6 Hoa Ky khong
thé. Nha tai Hoa Thinh P6n khong cao
trén muoi hai tang. Pho xa khong c6 nha
mdy san sat. Vi thé ngudi Hoa Thinh
Don thudng tu hao vé vé tho mong cta

Hoa Thinh Dén, thanh phé budn thiu
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thanh pho cua ho vé6i sdng Potomac, véi
ho Tidal ngay gan bd song va nhét la véi
nhiing hang cay anh dao bao quanh ho
nay. Hing nam ct moi khi t6i mua hoa
nd, Hoa Thinh Pén lai t6 chic ngay hoi
anh dao. Trai thanh gai lich ti cac tiéu
bang lan cén, c6 khi ti cac thanh pho
cach xa Hoa Thinh Don hang vai ngan
cdy sO cling kéo nhau vé thu do du hai.

Tiéc thay thoi gian anh dao no
thudng khong kéo dai qud ntia thang va
khi t6i téi tham Hoa Thinh Don 1an tha
nhat thi hoa da tan hon tuén 1€. Toi lang
thang dudi nhiing rang anh dao khong
hoa, mua nhiing tdm anh chup noinay dé
tudng tuong canh tho mdng cua tha do
nudc My hon mot tuan 1€ trude. Tudng
tugng t6i nhiing thi€u nii van quan dui xé
ong, nhiing cdp uyén uong ma con uong
mdc mini jupe cao hai tac trén dau goi
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om nhau di dudi bong cay. Tudng tugng
t6i nhiing vom anh dao hong ruvc tuoi
mat bao quanh ho tao thanh hai mau uvu
thang : mau hong ctia hoa va mau xanh
ctia nudc. Mau xanh cua 14 da bién mat
khi hoa nd, va mau trang ctia mot vai cay
anh dao trang moc 1é loi gita mau hong
khong nhiéu lam nén nhin xa khong
thay rd sy tuong phan. Nhung néu tdi
gan ta md&i thay cai tinh nghich ctia anh
chuyén vién trong cay khi tao lap thu do
Hoa Thinh Dén.

C¢ 1€ anh ta cling giau dc trao phung
lam khi c6 y xen ké vai cay hoa trang
trong mét day hoa dai hang cay s6 toan
hong. D€ du khach tam tac nhin cay hoa
trang nhu khi gdp mot kiéu nii nhan ca
ca lan mim mot nu cudi tuoi tan 10 hai
ham riang trang muot, déu dan nhung
sun ngay trudc cta.

Hoa Thinh Dén, thanh phé budn thiu
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Tuy vay, du vao luc khong hoa, khu
vic ho Tidal van la noi the mong nhat
cua thanh pho nay. bay la mét khu vuon
cd rong bat ngat véi cac dinh thuy va dai
ky niém chinh cta thanh pho nhu dai ky
niém tong thong Lincoln, dai ky niém
Jefferson, thap Washington, tda Bach Oc
va dién Capitol.

Thap Washington la kién truc dién
hinh cta thu d6 Hoa Thinh Pén. Réat
nhiéu cong vién tai khap nuéc My dua
theo ki€u thap nay d€ xiy nhiing thap
tuong tu nhung thap va nho hon.

Thap Washington khong phai la mot
kién truc cau ky. Day chi la mot cay cot
vuong, nhdé dan & phia trén véi ngon
hinh kim ty thap. Nhung thap noi tiéng
chinh vi cdi gidn di ma vi dai cua né. Véi
moi canh dai mudi lam thudc dudi day,
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thap cao gan hai tram thudc la kién truc
cao nhit Hoa Thinh Don.

Sau khi trd muodi xu, téi budc vao
long thap x€p hang chd thang may dé 1én
ngon thdp. Ti€ng mot thiéu ni tu chiéc
micro vO hinh dau do6 gidng cong danh
su nghiép cua vi tong théng dau tién
cta cd, cung nhiing chi tiét lién quan téi
thap ky niém nay bang mdt giong trong
tréo ddm 4m. Co cling khong quén nhac
nh& du khach néu muon tép thé thao cé
quyén 1én dinh thap bang cach di bo leo
hét 898 bac thang thudng ma khéi dung
thang may. Tuy c6 nhac thé va thoi gian
1én bang thang may cling lau hon mot
phut nhung khong c6 du khach nao su
dung thang thudng, ma van kién nhan
x€p hang chd dgi. D€ roi 1én téi dinh
chen nhau dua mat qua hai 16 ctia s6 to
bang ban tay nhin toan canh thanh phé

Hoa Thinh Dén, thanh phé budn thiu
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mot lat roi lai x€p hang chd lugt xuong.

Lan nay thi thinh thoang ciing c6
cdp trai gai xuong bang thang thudng dé
kéo dai thdi gian gan nhau. Va biét dau
ho chang trach thim nha kién tric Rob-
ert Mills sao qud ha tién ma khong tang
s6 bac thang 1én 900 cho gon va ho dugc
gan nhau thém hai bac niia trong long
thap am u.

Toi thong tha tiép tuc dao bd trén
vuon cé rong bat ngat xung quanh
thap dudi bong nhiing cay anh dao 16n.
Nhiing con s6éc nho nhay choi choi trén
cd. Tung dan bo cau bay chap chon xung
quanh khach b hanh. Cé nhiing cdp trai
gai khong chu y t6i phong canh nén tho
ay ma chi chu y t6i nhau. Ho diu nhau
duéi bong mat thinh thodng ngling lai
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om ghi nhau, hon madi nhau roi lai tiép
tuc di. Con dudng trén vudn co6 la mot
dudng tron nén di mai mai khong bao
gio hét.

Nhiing c6 gai nho tudi hon, nghia la
khodng mudi, mudi mot chua co6 ban trai
dé cap ke thi ngo6i xudng cd gidn véi bod
cau va soc. Nhiing con vat nay rat dan, vi
co 1é tl trudc téi nay chua ai bat ching
cd. Toi nghi gia cong vién nay chuyén
dugc vé Sai Gon thi chac nhiing con séc
xinh xan ay sé dugc tu hitu hoa vé cac
nha riéng vdi sgi day nho budc noi chan
dé lam tro choi cho con chdu nha minh.
Vanhiing con b6 cau hién lanh kho khao
kia chac sé bi vO nhu v6 ngoe dé bién
thanh cdc mén ham, moén rut xuong,
moén rd-ti thom phtic, moéi lan dn nude
mat, nudc mii chay ra ran rua.

*
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bung gio hen, Vinh 14i xe dén trudc
dai ky niém Lincoln dén t6i. O-t6 khong
dugc phép dau trén con dudng nay nén
khi viia thay chiéc xe nhd mang bang s6
v6i mau ty DPL tu xa toi biét ngay la xe
anh nén sian sang diing sat 1é€ dudng dé
c6 thé budc 1én that mau khi anh ghé.

Thac mac vé€ nhiing mau ty DPL cta
ngoai giao doan, t6i hoi Vinh :

— Xe hoi bén nay ré sao anh khong
mua mot chiéc ma phai di cong xa toa
daisi ?

— Khong ! Xe nay ctia t6i day chu !
Toi mua lai ctia ngudi ban hai tram do la.
Néu mua xe mdéi khodng bay tram la da
dugc thu xe kha tot ¢ thé tra gop moi
thang vai chuc do la. Nhung t6i mua cai
nay khoang ba chuc ngan Viét Nam. Ma

Phdn 2



Thanh phé budn thiu | 39

xe con mdi vi cht cta né dung chua day
mot nam.

— Xeriéng ctia anh sao anh cd quyén
dung bang s6 DPL ?

— Bén nay tat cd cdc xe hoi ctia cdc
s quan ngoai quoc hodc xe riéng cua
nhan vién st quan déu dugc dung bang
sO ngoai giao.

— Dung bang s6 do lgi gi khong ?
Vinh cuéi :

— Loi lam chd. Nhiing ngudi st
dung xe DPL dugc coi nhu khach cta
Bd Ngoai Giao My. Vi du anh vi pham
ludt luu théong nao dé, canh sat sé bién
sO xe gui giay phat. Minh c6 thién chi thi
nop; néu qua han minh khong ndp phat
thi canh sat sé gtii gidy phat khac t6i B
Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky dé B¢ Ngoai Giao
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nop phat cho cac quy khach.
T6i mim cudi hoi anh :

— Thé tu khi mua xe nay, B Ngoai
Giao My da np phat cho anh bao nhiéu
lan roi ¢

Vinh lac dau lia lia :
— DPau c6 ! Ai malai lam thé'!

Anh lai xe cham cham qua cac thang
canh chinh cua thanh phé Hoa Thinh
Pon réi t6i duodng R, con dudng cha
ngoai giao doan. Hau nhu tat ca tru sé
ngoai giao ctia cac quoc gia trén thé gidi
déu toa lac trén con dudng vang va buén
nay. Anh ghé toa dai st Viét Nam chting
muoi phut roi trd ra dua toi téi trung tam
thanh phd. Ciing nhu hau hét cac thanh
pho 16n tai Hoa Ky, hé thong dudng x4
tai Hoa Thinh Dén phtic tap, xe c6 luu
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thong phai triét d€ tuan theo cac bang
chi dan hay dau hiéu trén duong. Cing
vi thé c¢6 nhiing dia diém ta trong thay
rdt gan ngay trudc mat di bo c6 thé téi
nhanh chéng nhung néu di xe hoi sé mat
mot thoi gian lau hon vi phai theo céac
dudng vong hay dudng ham, cau can dé
xe c0 khoi chd nhau & nga tu.

To6i héi Vinh :

— Khi bat ddu mua xe, anh c6 lung
tung v6i dudng xa ¢ day khong ?

— Lung tang lam. Nhung bay gic
thi quen roi. Khi méi mua xe, ngoai gio
lam viéc, dn uéng xong 1a t6i lai 1én xe lai
lung tung trong thanh pho dé cho thuoc
dudng. Co hom tu nha dén toa dai st toi
di mat mot tiéng dong ho méi tim ra con
dudng dung. Toa dai st md ctia chin gio.
Toi bat dau di lam ti tdm gi¢ nhung toi
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cling phai ddn anh em trong s& néu téi
gio toi chua téi dugc thi cling yén chi
diing lo t6i bi tai nan hodc dliing goi dién
thoai vé nha vi chac chan khi d6 t6i con
dang lang thang trén dudng thién ly.

No6i xong Vinh nhin sang phia trai
chi cho t6i mdt day xe buyt dau bén 1€
dudng :

— Pudng xa rac rdi va thiéu cho dau
xe nén cé nhiéu ngudi My c6 xe riéng
ma ho van di lam bang xe buyt cho tién.

Vinh ham bét ga. Chiéc xe tu tu
tién tGi khu danh cho xe dau. Anh buéc
xuong moc tui lay tién kim khi bd vao
chiéc dong ho ty dong gan trén mot cot
sat ngay trudc mdi xe, giai thich :

— O chd nay chi ¢6 quyén dau xe
trong nua gid va phai trd mudi xu. Qua
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gi® an dinh, ma minh chua tré lai lay xe,
mdt dong ho sé hién lén chii « hét gio »
va canh sat di qua trong thay sé gtii gidy
phat minh.

Vinh va t6i thing thang di bo trén
mdy phd chinh. Viia di anh vlia gidng
giai vé ddc diém cuha tling phd va ké
nhiing kinh nghiém ctia anh sau hon
mot ndm song tai Hoa Thinh Pon nhu
mua hang & cac khu mai dich (shopping
center) ngoai 0 ré hon trén phd, ngudi
ngoai quoc khong nén di choi dém & cac
dudng vang nhu duong T,U,V, hay gip
My den bt luong v.v...

Khac Ntu Uéc da s6 phd xa déu dat
tén bang s, tai Hoa Thinh Pon tru vai
pho ¢ tén con tat ca phd ngang mang
tén mau ty A.B.C.D. va cac pho doc
mang s6 thu tu 1, 2, 3, 4... Ly dién Cap-
itol lam trung tam, thanh phé dugc chia

Hoa Thinh Dén, thanh phé budn thiu



44 | Ddng Trdn Hudn

ra bon khu vuc, va vi thé cac pho déu co
thé trung tén nhau nhu hai duong A, hai
dudng B, hay hai duéng 1 dudng 2. Roi
dé phan biét cho khoi 1on, trén cac bién
lai phai ghi thém vi tri ctia con dudng.
Du khéch dting la khi thay cac bién tén
ghi nhiing hang chii duong K Tay Bac,
dudng L Tay Nam hodc dudng 24 Dong
Bac. Va ciing dting la niia khi thdy mot
con dudng mang tén dudng 25 Tay Bac
ma khong c6 con dudng 25 & phia Tay
Nam. Vi Hoa thinh Pon la thanh pho ¢6
cach phan chia cho ta tuéng rang né la
moét thanh phd vuong nhung trén thuc
t€ lai la mot thi trdn méo, trong tranh ba
gbc.

Khu sdm uat cta Hoa Thinh Pén
thu hep trong may con dudng tu F t6i H
vatu 7 téi 12,
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Puong F v6i rat nhiéu tiém giay
khién cho ta nhé t6i dudng Lé Thanh
Ton Sai Gon, quang tu Ty Do t6i chg
Bén Thanh. Dudng dugc phan doi bai
mot bo he cao & chinh gitia, hai bén bo
he trong nhiing day dén tron trang duc
thinh thoang di€m mot quay hang xinh
Xan.

buong H ciing khong vui vé hon
cdc duong khac 1a bao nhung c6 vé A
Dong v6i may tiém an Trung Hoa mang
tén Chop Suey, Joy Inn, China Doll, va
mot vai tiém chap phoé nho nhé cé ban
huong nén, tau vi yéu, nuéc mam Hong
Kong. Cing tai khu Trung Hoa nhd bé
nay lac 1dng nhiing tiém qua hep 16i ba
thudc bé ngang cao khong day hai thudc
lam cho nhiing nha bén canh du chi c6
mudi tiing bong tré nén cao ngét.
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Nhiing tiém bach hoéa Garfinkle’s,
Hecht’s va Woodward la nhting tiém l6n
nhit Hoa Thinh Dén déu & trén dudng
FvaG.

Vinh va t6i ngling & lai dau dudng
quan sat may chu My danh giay dang
moi khach ngay trén via he, trong khi
chd dén xanh bao hiéu dugc phép qua
dudng. Vai giay sau, cac den doé & bon
goc nga tu bat 1én dong loat cung mot
lac véi cac hang chi « cho di » danh
cho khach bo hanh. Tt bén ngd dudng
cac xe ty dong déu dlng lai. Do dé bo
hanh dung 6 mot goc dudng c6 quyén di
thang, di ngang hodc di sang géc dudng
déi dién bang hudng chéo.

Chungt6i dibo motlat téi tiém Wood
ward. Tiém rat 16n gom hai buyn-dinh
cao tam tiing moi buyn-dinh chiém tron
mot khu vic bao vay bsi bon con dudng.
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Vao tiém, khach c6 thé tuy sé thich su
dung thang may hoac thang cuén dé 1én
t6i tang lau chot hodc xudng tan gian
hang dudéi ham. Khach hang cing cé
thé di ti buyn-dinh Bac sang buyn-dinh
Nam mot cach vo tinh khi qua gian hang
duéi ham ma khong hé budc ra cua dé
qua dudng.

Tuy tiém Woodward 16n nhu vay va
gian hang tling dudi thuong thuong la
gian hang cé nhiéu ngudi chiéu c6 nhat
cling chi lya thua khach mdc du la ngay
cudi tuan. Lén téi tling cao nhat cta tiém
nay thi con budn té nita. Mot vai khach
hang ct viéc lang 1€ len 16i gitia nhiing
day do go ban ghé, tranh anh dé ngam
nghia nhu tai mot phong trién lam trong
khi ngudi ban hang ngéi & mot goc lo
dang suy tu.
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Roi tiém Woodward, Vinh lai xe
moi toi vé nha anh & Arlington, moét thi
tran thugc ti€u bang Virginia. Arlington
1a noi cé nhiéu thang canh nhu dai ky
niém Iwo Jima, m¢ c6 tong théng Ken-
nedy v.v... va tuy thudc ti€u bang Virgin-
ia that, nhung ngudi ta thudng coi Ar-
lington nhu ngoai 6 ctia Hoa Thinh Pén
vi n6 chi ngdn cach véi tha do6 Hoa Ky
bdi con song Potomac.

Trong khi xe tién 1én cau téi mo
mang ngam canh tri rat nén tho ldc
chiéu ta. Xa xa, thinh thodng mot chiéc
phan luc co khong 16 tu tii cit canh &
phi trudng quoc té€ bén kia song vé lén
nén trdi vang tia nhiing vét khdi den dai.
Trén mat song lap lanh phén chiéu anh
nang chiéu, tiing dan vit troi boi 161 tung

Phdn 2



Thanh phé budn thiu | 49

tang lam cho ta quén di hién dang song
gitia mot thu do co khi.

Vinh nhin theo tdm mat téi va nhu
dodn dugc y nghi ctia tdi. Anh ndi :

— Anh khodi dan vit d6 lam phai
khong ? It khi & mot thi trdn My ma co
nhting sinh vat song trong canh thién
nhién nhu thé tri thanh pho nay.

R6i anh ddi giong cudi vui vé :

— Trong thay dan vit anh c6 them
tiét canh vit khong ? Chéc c¢6 chi ha ? O
My lam gi c6 mdn dé. Va cling vi thé ma
mot 6ng thugng silam & toa dai st minh
xuyt ra co bot day.

Qua lan khoi thuoc, Vinh ké tiép :

— Anh da biét la ga vit bén nay ho
déulam bang mdy san sang r6i dé ti lanh
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ban cho dan chung chit gi. Ong thugng
si chac nhé nha, nhé rau hung qué, thém
ti€t canh vit qua va khong biét xoay dau
dugc mot con vit song mang vé dong cua
that ky budc ¢6 khong cho con vit kéu
s¢ hang xém biét, rdi cat tiét lam moén
tiét canh nhu y muén. Ching may khi
an udng xong don dep vung vé lam sao
ong dé vai mot it 16ng vit & ctia khién gia
dinh My hang x6m chu y va bdo canh
sat t6i lap bién ban vé t6i an udng mat vé
sinh.

Anh chép miéng :

— Nguoi My khong thé nao quan
niém ndi viéc minh ty cat tiét mot con
ga hay con vit trong nha la mot viéc c6 vé
sinh, ma ho chi tin dugc & nhiing thic
dn da lam tU cdc xudng ctia cdc hang
chuyén mon.
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Toi gat dau dong y véi anh. Chinh
toi cling da tting ching kién nhiing viéc
bdo vé v¢ sinh dén vo ly clia ngudi Hoa
Ky trén dat nudc ho. Tai cac phi trudng
quoc t€ ngudi My khong cho nhéap noéi
nhiing tht thuc phim la ma ho khong
hiéu r6 da dugc ché hoa ra sao. Ngudi
My khong thé hiéu ndi tai sao ngudi Viét
lai c6 thé dung chung mdt chén nudc
mam trong mot biia an trong khi nguoi
My dung hai tay cam thit ga va mut nam
ngon tay mot cach say sua thi khong sao
ca.

Gitia bién gi6i hai tiéu bang cua
chinh nuéc My — Arizona va California
— cling c6 nhiing nhan vién vé sinh kiém
soat thuc phdm. Nhiing trai cam, trai tdo
rat tuoi, thom do hanh khach mang tu
Arizona déu dugc 1énh phai viit bé trudc
khi xe qua cdu sang California. Chic han
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nha cam quyén California cho riang chi
O trai cay cua ti€u bang minh 1a hop vé
sinh con trai cay ¢ cac noi khac déu co
thé gay bénh hoan huy diét sy sinh ton
cta dan chung tiéu bang.

Chiéc xe cua Vinh da tu tu d6 lai
tridc mot buyn-dinh rét cao. G Arlington
c6 nhiéu nha kién trac tan ky va cao hon
nha 6 Hoa Thinh Don. Khong phai dan
Hoa Thinh Dén khong c6 kha nang xay
nhiing nha cao, nhung vi nha cam quyén
tht d6 My cam khong cho phép nha nao
dugc cit cao qua muoi hai tting d€ bao
vé gia tri doc ton cho hai cong trinh kién
tric cao nhat thu do la dién Capitol va
thap Washington.

Chung t6i ddy ctia budc vao phong
da ngti thdy mui nudc mam thom suc
nuc. Chi Vinh da lam xong mén phd,
don bat ddia trén ban. Tuy khong thom
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ngon nhu phd ga Truong Tan By, tuy
khong c6 nuéc md dan dua vi bat qua
day mot cach tho bi nhu phd Tau Bay,
nhiing bat phd do chi Vinh nau ldy da
lam cho t6i nhé nha tha thiét.

Nhin ban ghé, giudng phan ké trong
nha Vinh déu la d6 Viét Nam tdi rat ngac
nhién nhung anh da giai thich cho tdi la
anh khong mua d6 gbé bén My vi d6 lam
bdng tay rat dat va moi nhan vién toa dai
st dugc phép glii mot ngan can hanh ly
mién phi tt Viét Nam sang, nén anh da
mang theo du cac do dung can thiét.

Dé dua Vinh sau khi dan hét bat phé
tht hai véi nuéc mam Pha Quodc va
chanh mau xanh (chanh chinh cong My
mau vang), toi noi :

— Chi Vinh cho an m¢t bifa &n ngon
qua. Nhung t6i van con them mdt moén
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chac la chi khong thé nao cé dugc.
— Mon gi anh thi n6i xem.
— Mam tom.

Chi Vinh pha 1én cudi va diing ngay
day tién v€ bép. Lat sau chi cdm ra mdt
chai mam tdm chinh cOng dat 1én ban
an. Toi hoi Vinh :

— Anbh giau cach nao ma qua dugc
ludi kiém soat ctia phi truong Cyu Kim
Son ¢

Vinh nhay con mat trai, tra 16i :
— Bi mat nha nghé.

Toi khong noi gi nhung bon tiéng
« va-li ngoai giao » dot nhién 16n von
trong oc t6i mot cach tuc cuoi.

*
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Ngay hom sau mot s6 du hoc sinh
thudc cac nudc dong minh cua Hoa Ky
trong dé co6 t6i dugc hudng dan tham
mot sO cong thu nhu toa Bach Oc, dién
Capitol, Ngt Giac Dai.

bién Capitol la dinh thy dep nhat
ndi tiéng thé gidi va cling dugc nhiéu du
khéch viéng nhat cua tht dé6 Hoa Thinh
Don. Hai co cdu can ban cua nén lap
phép Hoa Ky la thugng va ha vién moi
vién chiém mot buyn-dinh thip moi
bén. Vom chinh gitia cao, dep, hung vi
nhung lai khong dung vao viéc gi lién
quan t6i l1ap phdp ma dé khong dé du
khéch vao choi.

Budc vao bén trong vom di¢n Capi-
tol ngudi ta chu y ngay t6i cach trang tri
dién nay bang rat nhiéu tac phdm diéu
khac va tranh vé. Ping dudi ngtia mat
lén nhin 14 nhiing tranh nhiéu mau vé
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ngay trén tudng ; vong tron cao chét vot
gan dinh vom cting dugc tao bang nhiing
hinh cham ndi mau nga. Cac hanh lang
dan tu vom chinh sang cac phong hdi
nghi cling treo la liét nhiing tranh khong
con mot chd trong. Cé nhiing btic tra-
nh to pht kin cd mét khoang tudng. Buc
tranh & phia hanh lang sang ha vién rach
mot dudng dai nhung chua dugc va va
to lai ma chi dugc dan de cho rach bang
mot gidi bang keo xanh 14 cay dai hon
mot thude véi chiéu ngang 16i hai muoi
phan.

Vién trung ta My huéng dan chung
toi lén lau dy thinh moét budi hop khoang
dai ctia thugng vién.

Moi nghi si déu cé van phong riéng
ddt tai mot buyn-dinh do6i dién dién
Capitol. Cac vi dai dién dan dung xe dién
ngam di chuyén ti van phong sang hoi
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trudng dién Capitol, d€ tranh biang qua
dudng phién phtc tuy rang thi xe dién
lién lac gitia hai cong thu rat nhoé chi ché
moi chuyén dé6 mudi nguoi.

Chung t6i t6i ctia phong du thinh thi
mot canh sat vién to 16n van sac phuc yéu
cau moi ngudi bd mdy anh lai ngoai ctia.
Cdc ban t6i nghe theo xép mdy thanh
dong ngay trén ban ngoai ctia.

T6i n6i v6i ngudi canh sat :

— Toi hua sé khong chup anh, vay
toi c6 thé mang may vao trong chu.

Nguoi canh sat lac dau. Toi nhé t6i
nhiing canh dan ap phong vién nhiép
anh tai Sai Gon khi ho mué6n thu hinh
nhiing canh biéu tinh chong chinh
phu, thu hinh nhiing vu tu thiéu trong
nhiing ngay trudc chinh bién 1-11-63,
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hay nhiing canh dan ap ky gia dudi thoi
chinh pht Tran Van Huong, Nhung &
day, gitta tha d6 Hoa Ky nay hoi trudng
thuong vién dau c6 phai la dién dan cua
nhiing ngudi chuyén mon xudng dudng
phan chién va nhiing khoa sinh du hoc
dugc Bo Tong Tham Muu Quéin Doi
Hoa Ky tuyén bo 1a khach cta quan doéi
My thi dau c6 s¢g ho mang theo mdy anh
co plastic bén trong.

Toi ndi v6i ngudi canh sat :

— Néu khong dugc phép mang may
anh vao thi t6i & ngoai, khong du thinh
phién hop niia.

Ngudi canh sat dap :
— Cai d6 la quyén ctia 6ng.
Toéi ding ngoai hanh lang, ngam

nghia thém cdc buc tranh trang tri trén

Phdn 2



Thanh phé budn thiu | 59

tudng chd cac ban t6i vi toi biét ho chi
¢ trong chiing hai muoi phut la cung.
Nhung vién trung ta huéng dan qua
man can va tinh nhanh nén du rang
phai huéng dan hon ndm muoi ngudi
thudéc mudi lam qudc tich nhung ciing
nhédn ra sy vang mat cta t6i. Chi nam
phut sau 6ng da budc ra ngoai tim va
von va hoi t6i cé gdp diéu gi tré ngai.
Toi tra 16i la muon quan sat thém & bén
ngoai trudc khi vao trong. Va khong dé
cho vién si quan hudng dan biét nhiing
chuyén viia xay ra, toi tuci cudi dit may
anh xuong ban roi cung vién trung ta
budc vao ngodi trén hai ghé trong gan cua.

Ghé danh cho cic du thinh vién
dugc ké trén ban cong xay vong tron
theo tudng. Phia tling dudi cac nghi si
hop matkha dong du. Mot 6ng 1én thuyét
trinh mot van dé dang dé. Khi 6ng dut
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161 mot s6 ban dong vién ngoi phia bén
hiiu vo tay rao rao, cac nghi si ngdi bén
trai im ldng khong té thai do gi.

Toi cti xudng ngam nghia toan canh
hoi truong, dua mat theo doi nét mat va
dang diéu vi nghi si viia dang dan, roi
dua mat ngam nghia may c6 nd sinh da
den ngoi bén hang ghé du thinh & ban
cong doi dién.

Toi rut but nguyén ti va so tay dé ghi
mot vai cdm tudng mdi nady ra trong oc
toi luc do. Nhung via viét dugc vai ch,
thi c6 ngudi vo 1én vai t6i. Toi quay dau
lai da thdy ngudi canh sat vién khi nay
diing sling sting sau lung. Y mim cudi va
noi :

— Cam ghi chép khi dy phién hop

cta nghi vién.
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Toi gap sb tay, cat but vao tii 4o nguc
roi quay sang ndi véi vién trung ta :

— Trudng hgp cac ky gia vao day
cling bi cdm ghi chép thi lam sao ho lam
viéc ¢

— Cac ky gia da cé khu ghé danh
riéng va khu dé khong cam ghi chép.

Toi khong biét noéi gi thém danh ngoi
im lang xem cac vi dai dién ti€u bang thao
luan, khong phai dé€ nghe ho néi nhiing
gi ma chi d€ quan sat dang diéu ho thoi
vi v6i trinh d Anh ngii an dong lam sao
ma nghe hiéu dugc.

Khi thinh gidc da khong phai lam
viéc bao nhiéu thi thi giac tha ho ting
gia hoat dong. To6i quan sat ti mi ti chum
den, chiéc buc thuyét trinh dén thai do
hay phan tng cua tung vi nghi si ngoi
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bén dudi moét cach rat yén chivi thay vién
canh sat van ding bén cta chu khong
tién t6i gan dé€ ngan can t6i ngam nghia.

Sau khi dy thinh ca hai phién hop
thugng va ha vién mdi noi chiing mugi
lam phut, chung t6i r&i dién Capitol sang
viéng tru s6 Toi Cao Phap Vién, mot toa
nha kién truc rat cong phu véi nhiing
chiéc cot khéng 16 16i ba mét dudng
kinh, nhiing tdm cta sat duc nguyén
miéng ndng né va nhiing bic tudng hay
nén nha ghép bing nhiing phién da hoa
chti nhat rat 16n, bé ngang mdi miéng it
nhét ciing t6i ba, bon thudec.

*

ba tham dién Capitol va Toi Cao
Phap Vién, du khach sé that vong khi
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t6i toa Bach Oc vi nha nay sé trg nén bé
nho tam thudng. Budc vao tang dudi toa
Bach Oc m6t14n nita ta lai thdy ngusi My
thich choi tranh. Cac phong ngoai giao,
phong dia déu treo la liét nhiing tranh
son dau du cd. Trong khong khi am u
ctia phong dia btic tranh cao ba thuéc vé
chan dung ba tong thong Coolidge diing
bén con cho trang khién ta quén chu y
t6i hang day ta bay du loai chén coc ctia
cac vi nguyén tht qudc gia gui tdng. Bat
dia nhiéu thé nén nhiing chiéc gat tan
thuoc 14 déu bi loai tru. Do day, chi co
mdt vai chiéc bat ¢6 dugc bay ngay ngan
trén ban, trong bat con vuong vat nhiing
mau tan thuoc, nhiing que diém da chay
den.

L4u hai tda Bach Oc, tuong d6i sang
hon tling duéi gdbm cac phong ti€p khach,
phong an mang nhiing tén cé mau sac

Hoa Thinh Dén, thanh phé budn thiu



64 | Ddng Trdn Hudn

nhu Luc Cung, Thanh Cung, Bich Cung
va Hoang Cung. Ba phong dau ciing treo
la liét nhiing tranh dau, tranh chin vi
tong thong ndi tiéng cua MY, tranh gia
dinh Kennedy. Phong 4n mau vang it tra-
nh nhit chi cé ba biic va mot binh phong
son mai mang tu Dai Loan tdi.

Cudc viéng tham toa Bach Oc ch4m
dut & lau hai, vi tling thu ba 1a noi lam
viéc cua tong thong My va cac van phong
clia Ong.

Chung t6i vong xudng dua mat nhin
vé phia cong vién trudc mat. Mot vai ba
gia ngoi im ldng sudi nang mai trén ghé
xi mdng trong khi nhting con s6c nhanh
nhen nhdy trén cé dua ron vdi tling dan
bo cdu. Ngay trén 1€ con dudng trudc toa
Bach Oc, mot ngudi dan 6ng van quin
mau xam va so mi trang vai vic mot cay
thanh gid 16n véi hang chi « Peace on
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Earth » (Hoa binh trén thé gian) di di lai
lai dudi tru sd hanh phap dél16i kéo su cha
y ctia khach qua dudng. Nhung khach
qua duong luc nao cing voi va, van than
nhién di khong may d€ y t6i hinh thtc
phan déi chién tranh cua ngudi dan o6ng
cd don ay.

R&i toa Bach Oc ching t6i dugc dan
ra ngoai thanh phé tham Ngi Gidc Dai
— mot cong thy ma ai cling tudng la
mot toa nha cao voi voi tugng trung cho
khi thé chién tranh néu chua dugc trong
thay hinh anh hay nghe ké bao gio.

Khi xe hoi qua cOng sat 1dn banh vao
khu vyc B6 Quoc Phong, dugc ngudi
huéng dan gidi thiéu chung t6i méi biét
1a da t6i Ngii Gidc Dai. Kién trtc nay chi
cao nam tuing nén nd bi chim dam trudc
nhting tda nha khac cao hon nhiéu lan
va vi khong cé vé gi ddc biét bén ngoai
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nén nhiéu ngudi di tu phia Nam trd lén
dé vao Hoa Thinh DB6n déu khong biét
rang da di ngang qua toa Ngi Giac.

Tuy nhién khi buéc vao trong mdéi
thay Ngii Gidc Dai to rong bat ngait,
v6i hang tram van phong ctia Bo Quoc
Phong, B Tong Tham Muu, cac Bo Tu
Lénh quan binh chiing My. S6 nhan vién
lam viéc trong Ngii Gidc Dai sap si hai
muoi bdy ngan ngudi. Vi thé & tlng
duédi cung c6 mot khu mai dich gom du
cac tiém nhu vdn phong cdc hang hang
khong, ngan hang, hoa xa, tiém sach,
tiém an, tiém tap hoa.

bi trén cac hanh lang ngudi ta thay
trén tudng treo la liét cac tranh vé&; hanh
lang khu vidc van phong tham muu
trudng co trén moét tram buc tranh vé cac
hoat dong ctia quan doi My tii nam 1774
t6i nhiing hinh anh chién tranh Viét
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Nam vao nam 1964; hanh lang khu Hai
Quan ciing cé hang tram tranh vé chan
dung 16n nho cac anh hung dudi nudc,
hodc Thay Quan Luc Chién, khu Khong
Quan di nhién la nhiing buc tranh vé cac
loai phi co.

Thinh thodng, chung toi lai né tranh
mot chi€c xe ba banh chay trong hanh
lang : do la xe ctia buu tin vién chuyén
cOng van gidy to gilia cac van phong.

Xem mai cac tranh anh trong Ngi
Giac Dai ciing khong con gi tha vi, chung
toi trg vé khach san Ambassador vao ltc
x€ chiéu.

Budi t6i ching t6i dugc tu do tim
noi giai tri theo y mudn. Luc nay méi la
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ldc moi ngudi thi tho nhiing s& trudng
cta minh dé€ lam sao cé thé trong mot
dém biét dugc that nhiéu thi hay la cta
tht d6 nudc ngudi ma ton kém it va cac
ban minh lai khong biét noi.

An chiéu xong, chung t6i phan tan
ra tiing toan nho hai hay ba nguci dé
thi hanh nhiing chuong trinh riéng cta
todn. Trang, Phu va Hoa di b6 ra bén xe
buyt kiém xe di Baltimore vi dém trudc
ho mac ban tham may nha nguoi quen.
Hai va Thuan kéu tac xi téi tham tudng
Nguyén Chanh Thi & duong R vi ho la
nhan vién cti. Phong, Thdi va Hién nhay
nhau di bd vé hudng Bac c6 vé bi mit.
Nhung t6i biét chac ho ru nhau téi dudng
6, noi c6 mot thanh lau ctia gai My trang
chuyén ti€p khach ngoai qudc véi mot
gia biéu 1¢ loi la 13 My kim.

Truy va Kha khong di dau ca. Hai
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anh & lai khach san vi méilam quen duogc
mady cO nd sinh vién dai hoc Michigan
cling vuia t6i tham Hoa Thinh Dén dugc
hai ngay cung & khach san nay. Ho noi
chuyén liu riu véi nhau, chup anh chung
v6i nhau trong ma sot rudt. Toi nay cho
cac ban di choi hét rdi, Kha va Truy sé
moi hai c6 di khiéu vi.

Khong cé muc gi nhat dinh, Hoan va
toi di bach bd trén may pho 16n quan sat
Hoa Thinh Dén vé dém. Chung t6i van
a0 so mi cho mat va b6t trinh trong mac
dau da s6 nguoi My & day van médc com
1é.

Chung t6i di qua mét hop dém trén
duong K. May buc anh I6n in hinh céc
thiéu nd & tran lam chang téi diing lai vi
chung t6i da biét 6 Hoa Thinh Don cac
vil ni khong dugc phép trinh dién thoat
y nhu & Baltimore.
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Toi nhin vao trong. Duéi anh sing
xanh dé méap mo, trong tiéng nhac dam
dat va khoéi thudc b6c 1én md do, khan
gid thugc nhiéu thanh phan dang say sua
nhin 1én san khau khuat, ly rugu hodc
bia dé€ trén ban trudc mat con day chua
can. May c0 chiéu dai tré mang chay lang
xang tu ban no sang ban kia. Ho mac bi-
kini d€ 1 nhiing doi tay va cic mang da
bung, lung traing nén. Nhiing cap dui
dang 1é hap dan nhit, nhung c6 1€ sg cac
khach say quo quang sai chd, nén déu
dugc bao vé bdi nhiing doi vé dai ti got
chan t6i bung, nhiing loai vé dan bang
sgi den nhung thua nhu mat vong. Toi
stic nhé t61 moét vai thiéu ni Sai Gon co
lan da mua dugc tht tat nay tt My van
v6i duyp va di xe Honda dao pho nhu
mot thd y phuc da va.

Hoan kéo tay t6i giuc di. Qua mot
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hop dém khac, nam sau vii nd van bikini
nhdy mua ngay trén mot buc phia ngoai
tiém giap bd he. Mot vai khach khong
tién cd viéc ding ngoai dudng ngam
nghia g&, mdy ong gia khong chiu ndij,
muon biét bén trong con cé gi hap dan
hon, bén budc vao trong quan.

*

bi bo mai moéi chan, chung t6i di vao
mot rap chiéu béng viia nghi xa hoi viia
xem mot phim cao boi ci. Mudi mot gic
khuya, khi tré vé khach san cac ban t6i
nhiéu ngudi chua vé. Chi mdéi cé Lam
va Dang dang ding ngo ngac trudc cua.
Lam héi :

— Pi dau vé thé chung may ¢

— Xi né.
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— Ga chét ! bi Hoa Thinh Pén ma
ruc dau vao xi né ! bi tim xem cé gi mui
man khong chu.

Ca bon boén ngudi ching toi lai ra
dudng, v6i muc dich di tim khu an choi
cta thu d6 My. Chung toi nghe néi muén
kiém cac thuong nd nén tiép xuc véi
nhiing tai x€ tac xi, cac boi khach san.
Nhung qua ba ngay song tai Hoa Thinh
Pon chung t6i chua gdp mot trudng hop
nao.

Lang thang trén vai pho vang, chung
toi gap Thudn mot ngudi da 1én choi Hoa
Thinh Don nhiéu lan. Chung t6i héi y
kién anh thi anh cu6i ha ha :

— Khong ki€ém dugc a ! Téi s6 723
dudng 6 chua ?

bang tra 16i :
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— Roi. Nhung may con My hom nay
& day gia qua. Ban anh c6 biét chd nao
khac trd danh hon khong ?

Thuan ngam nghia bon t6i mot lat
r0i noi :

— Cdc cau thich choi My den khong
¢ Thay noi khu den c6 vé bat luong nhung
néu minh dong tham hiém mét lan cho
biét tui chung ddu ddm lam gi !

Chung t6i nhin Thuan : anh ta ¢6
mot than hinh cao 16n, d6 s6, nét mat
day suong gid. Chung tdi tin vao anh va
dong y bau anh lam lanh tu.

Cabon dibo ra dau dudng L. Téi mot
quang vang ching t6i thay mot ngudsi My
da den, d6i chiéc mi phét 1éch trén dau,
nhdy mat. Biét1a ma c6, Thuan va t6i tién
1én gap anh ta. Nguoi My den ra hiéu cho
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ching tdi theo anh t6i mot quang téi dé
tranh sy nhom ngo cua canh sat. Khi ca
ba diing lai ngu6i My hat ham :

— Céc ong di choi khong ?

Thuédn gat dau va hoi lai :

— O d4u ? Pen hay tring ?

— Vta den vta trang.

Sau mdét hoi thuong luong, ngudi
My da den bao chung t6i dua cho y hai
do la y sé cho dia chi. Chung t6i bao y
kéu tac-xi dan chung t6i dén noi nhungy
khong dong y. Toi nghi t6i chuyén nhiéu
du khéch ngoai qudc da bi bon ma c6 lua
ki€éu nay bén bao Thuan :

— Diéu nay khong xudi dau.
Thuan va tdi tu gid ngudi da den

dang quay tré lai choé cti thi Dang da chay
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vé phia ching t6i :
— Thé nao ? Xong chua ?

— N6 bao dua tién truGc cho no roi
né cho dia chi minh kéu tac xi téi.

— Den hay trang.
— Ca den lan trang.
béng reo 1én :

— Neéu den thindi gi ! Dau dudng 12
kia c6 mdt con co vam ldm no c6 xe dang
hoang mdoi bon nay chua them.

— Sao khong cu di thi xem.

Chung t6i lai dau duong 12. Lam va
nguoi thiéu ni da den dang dung noi
chuyén trong mot khoang dudng it anh
sang. Thiéu nt khong den lam va nhan
sac cling kha man moi. Nhung khi toi
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hoi nha va xe ctia c6 dau, thi thi€u ni tra
16i néu dong y sé kéu hai tac-xi. Thi ra
anh ban cta t6i khong hi€éu nghe tiéng
MY ra sao da hiéu lam la c6 gai an suong
nay co xe riéng.

Ban tan v6i nhau mot luc, chung toi
lai di vé phia dau dudng. Tén ma co da
den van lang thang & cho cii nhu c6 vé
chd doi. Thuan t6i néi chuyén véi y mot
lac lau va két cuc y bang long cho dia chi
va giao hen phai tra hai d6 la cho ngudi
dan ba c6 tén la Nancy tai do dé co ta
chuyén lai cho y.

Chung toi chao ngudi da den roi kéu
tac xi. Tac xi 6 day cé thé ché bon ngudsi
va cl tinh moi dau ngudi sdu cic mot
cudc trong thanh pho bat ky dai ngan.
Chung t6i ngling xe & cuoi dudng T, roi
thung thang di bo tim s6 nha ma tén ma
cd da ghi trén manh giay nhé. Do la mot
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toa nha bon tliing rong trong khong cé
vé la mot thanh lau. Hai ngudi dan ba
va mdt ngudi dan o6ng da den ngdi trén
tru ctia canh cOng ra vao dang rua ri néi
chuyén.

Chung t6i di qua lai can nha hai ba
lugt dé quan sat nhung chua dam hoi.
Mai sau, Lam t6i gan ngudi dan 6ng hoéi
tham Nancy. Han lac dau khoéng biét.
Lam chia manh gidy nho ra. Hai ngudi
dan ba cam lay chuyén tay nhau xem, roi
tra lai cho Lam va ciing lac dau.

Thuin bao toi :

— Dbay cau xem. Néu minh dua truéc
cho n6 hai don thi c6 phai mat toi roi
khong ? Thoi, dia chi nay ma thi minh ty
tim lay vay. Khu nay thi thiéu gi !

Chung t6i theo Thuan t6i dudng
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11, di mét quang roi ré 1én dudng U,
dudng 12 va duong V. Khu nay phan
16n 1a ngudi da den &. Nha ctia to nhung
khong cao (chi 3 hay 4 tting) va toi tam.
Tuong khong té6 xi mang hay quét voi
ma van dé€ nguyén vét gach xdy mau nau
xam xin nhu tudng nhiing buc thanh
cO. Phan nhiéu la nha &, khong cé tiém
budn. BDém da khuya nhung nhiéu nha
van con md ctia va tling top ngudi ngoi
& 16i ra vao tan gau.

Quang gitia dudng V canh truy lac
bat ddu hién ra mdt cach cong khai.
Cho nay mot vai c6 gai den ding lap 16
trong khoang t6i an mac diém dua thinh
thodng gio tay vay khach qua duong.
Cho kia mot hai c6 khac mac mini duyp
di nghénh ngang trén he huyt gio. Trudc
ctia mot tiém an binh dan vai thanh nién
da den 6m dan dung trén he ca hat. Bén
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ho la nhiing thiéu n{i, méi trong da biét
ngay la gai an suong, vao do tu 18 tGi 22
tudi.

Tré lai géc dudng 11 va duong T,
chung t6i gap hai thi€u nit da den manh
dé, trong nét mat con tré va khong phong
suong lam. Ho chao chung t6i va noi :

— bi choi khong ?

bang gat dau va hoi gid. Mot ¢o
ra hiéu cho chung tdi di theo. Ré sang
dudng T & mot quang toi, cd duyp xam
cho biét gia 1a hai muoi do la. Dang lac
dau. Lam dé nghi kéu tac xi dua ho vé
mot khach san nao xa khu vuc d6 cho
bdo dam nhung ho khong thuan. Ho
chi bang long tiép khach & nha cta ho
¢ dudng T. Ddng va tdi con ngan ngu vi
e ngai lot vao & cudp giat thi Thudn da
noi :
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— Té cting khong thich choi bon
nay. Nhung c6 1€ minh nén theo chung
n6 xem c6 sang hon Nga Ba Chu [a nha
minh khong ¢ Bon minh dong sg gi. Chia
doi, hai dia dung ngoai dudng hai dua
vao trong bé bao ching né ciing khong
ddm gid tro.

Nghe Thuan noi cting xudi tai. Chuing
toi dong y di theo hai thi€u nii da mau.
T6i trudce can nha lau thi tu Thudn, LAim
theo hai thi€u nit vao trong. Pang dung
¢ ngoai dudng lam nhiém vu canh gac
va bdo dong néu lau khong thay ching
toi ra. Qua hai phong ngoai téi dau mot
hanh lang t6i thay mot ngusi My da den
cao 16n luc ludng dung & d6 mat lu 1u
nhin ching t6i. Chung t6i qua mat anh
ta di vao trong. Toi thay hoi 6n & xuong
song khi nghi t6i s0 von danh dum tat ca
con bon to gidy mot tram do la dé€ trong
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vi chua kip gtii 6 nha vi khi di choi t6i
khong hé cé y dinh phiéu luu & nhiing
noi anh chi nay. Nhung khi nhin than
hinh to 16n ctia Thuan va nét mat day
dan ctia Ddng t6i hoi yén chi.

Cudi hanh lang la mot day phong,
nhiéu phong ctia chi khép ho. Liéc vao
trong, du t0i m& md, ta cling trong thay
hinh ddng nhiing ngudi dan 6ng dan ba
dang lam tinh mot cach ty nhién. Toi
viing bung tré lai va bat dau tin rang day
1a mot 6 nhén thuc su va ngusi ho phap
da den diing 6 dau hanh lang chila ngudi
bdo v¢ cdc em trudc nhiing khach hang
tho bao chii khong phai 1a mét ké cudp
giat khach hang.

Hai thi€u nit dua ching t6i t6i mdt
phong khich mai ngdi § sa long. Via luc
dd, mot ngusi My da trang va mot c6 da
den tl trong budng bén canh budc ra.
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Ngudi thiéu nii téc con rdi boi tay kéo
phéc ma tuya cho kin nguc. Ngudi da
trang & tran, s6 mi vat trén vai, viia tién
ra phong khach vua that day lung. Han
trong thay chuing toi bén reo lén :

— Viét Nam ha ? Oeo khom ! Toi
cling méi & Pleiku vé day hon mot thang
!

Bi hoi dot ngdt, bon t6i chua biét tra
161 sao, thi han da noi tiép trudc khi rai
phong khach :

— G day an ninh va cac em t6t lim.

biing lo ngai gi. Chuc cac 6ng may man
nhé !

Han ro6i khoéi phong di ra hanh lang.
Ngudi ta cd bdo ngudi My ky thi dan da
mau lam. Hém nay t6i da chiing kién
mdt canh trai ngugc. Ngudi My méi vién
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chinh tré vé nay binh dén lam day chu.
Trong mat mii cling dep trai va tré trung
nhu thé ché Ié han khong kiém dugc mot
nguoi ban gai da trang nao dé€ an ai hay
sao ¢

Ngo6i ban tan v6i nhau mdt luc chiing
toi dung day di ra. Hai thiéu ni My den
tan ngan tiéc ré. Ho tién chung toi va noi
nho nhé mot cach ngdm ngui :

— Sao ? Sao cac 6ng khong & lai.
Cac ong ché chung toi ha ¢

Ra t6i duong ké chuyén cho Dang
nghe anh c6 vé tiéc ré khong dugc vao
chiing kién. Troi da khuya tac xi cling
thua hét. Chung toi di bo theo dudng 11
trg vé khach san. Doc dudng nhiéu gai
dn suong chan chung t6i lai moi chao.

T6i gan dudng S, mot ngudi da den
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trong c6 vé luong thién chao chung toi
va noi :

— Caéc ong kiém cho choi ha ! Toi
khong 1a ma c6 nhung thay cdc 6ng la
ngudi ngoai qudc c6 vé bé ngd dé bi lua
lam. Toi gidi thiéu co nay rat tu té.

No6i roi han vay tay goi rudt thiéu ni
dang ding cach dé chling mudi thudc.

— Clara!

Thiéu nii di téi. Ngudi dan ong gidi
thiéu co ta v6i chung t6i, roi chao bé di.
Toi ngam ky ngudi con gai da den. Nang
cao 16n lyc luéng nhung than hinh can
déi déu ddn chd khong béo, nét mat dé
thuong, nudc da banh mat.

béng hoi dia diém dugc biét la c6 c6
nha gan day. Thuan hdéi gia, c6 gai tra 16i
gon :
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— Bay d6 la.

Thuin hit ham :

— Ré day ! Cau nao chiu khong ?
Roi anh hoi lai c6 gdi :

— CO6 ¢6 mdt minh bon tdi bon
nguoi thilam sao ?

— Dugc ! Téi chiu cd bén ngudi ma.

Troi da qud khuya. Da s6 chung toi
déu c6 vé mét moi chan nan khong hang
hai nhu ldc méi di. Thuan ngam nghi mot
lat roi ché co gai to con qua. Pang noi gia
gai trang thi bao nhiéu tién cling chiju.
Con tdi, sudt tu khi ri Sai Gon sang day
lac nao cling nhé t6i Sam, ngudi tinh ma
toi yéu nao nung va cay dang hién mang
thai sap t6i ngay sinh dang mong moi
toi 6 qué nha, nén to6i khong thiét tha
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gi chuyén tra thu dan toc. Quan sat khu
Chua fa Hoa Thinh Pén coi nhu da du
nén khong phiéu luu thém. Chi c6 Lam,
muon th moét c6 gai den xem mdt ngang
miii doc no ra sao nhung thay moi ngudi
déu lang ra anh danh phuc tung da so.

*

Ve t6i khach san, dong ho chi mét
gio sang nhung nhiéu ban ctia chung toi
cling chua vé. Sau khi vao quén ca phé
uéng modi nguoi ly stia, ching tdi chia
tay v€ phong.

Hoan va t6i cung 6 trén lau 7. Khi di
qua phong Kha, Hoan bam tay t6i dling
lai vi thay phong Kha con deén sang. Co
mot thi€u nti My noéi chuyén thi tham
nhu rén ri bén trong Nghe giong noéi va
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hoi thg, cung lom bom cau dugc cau
chang, t6i doan thi€u ni dang noéi chuyén
yéu duong.

Hoan va t6i tién vé cudi hanh lang,
phia phong chuing t6i. Anh thd dai chép
miéng :

— Di cd dém mét xdc ma chang nuGe
me gi cd. Thua thang Kha hét.

To6i ndi theo, ti€éng noi trong dém

khuya :

— Pung ! Thang Kha dang la bac su.
MGi c6 ba ngay ma bat dugc ni sinh vién
da trang vao phong suét dém noéi chuyén
anh anh em em thi ching minh chi ddng
hoc tro no that.

Toi mékhoa day ctiabude vao phong,
bat den. C&i quan do leo 1én giudng,
toi thao thic khd lau khong ngt dugc.
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Toi tudng tuong téi dém khiéu vi cta
Kha va Truy véi hai thi€u ni tré mang
long thay budn pha doéi chut hén ghen.
Toi bat may thu thanh trén dau giuong :
tiéng nhac ton gido vao luc khuya khong
lam cho t6i hao hing. Toéi quay trai bat
vO tuyén truyén hinh. Man dnh nhé sang
dan, sang dan. Mot thiéu ni chua t6i tudi
thanh nién hién r6 trén man anh. Nang
Om ghi 14y mét thanh nién cuing tudi,
trong khi miéng n6i nhu rén ri: “Em yéu
anh ! Em yéu anh I”

Toi thé phao nhe nhém. Thi ra tiéng
ndi toi nghe trong phong Kha van chi la
tiéng c6 gai trén ti vi, phan chuong trinh
phim dai. To6i tat may nham mat thoai
madi. Chi lat sau t6i ngu thiép di.

*
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Trua hém sau chung téi r6i Hoa
Thinh Dén trg vé mién Nam. Trén chiéc
xe buyt c6 gan may lanh ctia hiang Grey-
hound, tat ca chung t6i déu bam nut cho
ghé nga vé phia sau dé lim dim ngt bu lai
may ngay mét nhoc vi cac chuong trinh
ca nhan va chuong trinh chinh thic.

Toi lat cuon du lich ctia mdt hang
hang khong doc lai chuong noi vé tha do
Hoa Ky, xem t6i con bd sét thang canh
ndi tiéng nao khong. Toi liéc thay trén
mot trang sach cé cau nhiéu du khach
cho Hoa Thinh Doén 1a mot thanh pho
buon.

T6i nham mat suy nghi tGi cau trong
sach va nhiing di€u t6i chung kién. Toi
thay Hoa Thinh Do6n, thanh phé dung
vao hang tht 9 ctia nuéc My cé 60% la
nguoi da den nay la mdt thanh pho sach
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s€ dan chung thuc tha, hiéu khach hon
nhiéu thanh phé My khac.

So v6i nhiing thanh pho 16n & Viét
Nam, nhiing thanh phé Quezon, Manila
hay Baguio & Phi Luat Tan ma t6i c6 dip
luu lai khd lau thi Hoa Thinh Pén ké 1a
mot thanh pho 16n va vui.

Nhung néu ta yéu thich nhiing thi
tran ky nghé do6 sd nha ctia cao vut, dan
chung tap nap 6n ao nhu tai cac thanh
phd Ntiu Udc, Detroit, Chicago thi qua
thuc Hoa Thinh D6n chi 1a moét thanh
pho budn thiu.

thang chap 1967
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BALTIMORE
DEM THOAT Y

@cﬁ budc vao phongdn ctiakhach
san thi da dong lam ro6i. Nhin
trudc sau, toi thay phia trai c¢6 mét ban
hai ghé nhung mé&i c6 mot ngudi ngdi,
mot thanh nién da vang mi thap, dang
nguoi nho nhan van bo com-1é xam. Téi
Hoa Thinh Poén da hai ngay gap toan
nguoi da den va trang, hom nay thay
mot ngudi A chau, t6i hoi muing hy vong
gdp ngudi dong huong. Toi t6i bén ban
anh ta hoi :
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— Anh la nguoi Viét ¢

Anh lac dau cudi tra 161 bang tiéng
Anh. Anh ta ngudi Thai Lan. Anh md&i
toi ngdi xudng chiéc ghé trong. Sau vai
cau xa giao, biét ly lich ctia nhau cau
chuyén gitia ching t6i bat dau than mat.
It ra thi nguoi Théi v6i minh ciing con
gan ghi nhau hon. Lac dn gan xong —
Pavatarong, tén anh ban Thai — héi t6i :

— Anh di Baltimore chua ?
— Chua!
Pavatarong ding day bao toi :

— Nén di di ! Téi Hoa Thinh Pén
ma chua di Baltimore ké nhu 1a chua di
dau ca.

Toi tra 161 :

— Mai toi sé di.
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Anh ban bat tay t6i cAm manh gidy
tinh tién tién vé cho thu ngan.

Trudc khi t6i My t6i da nghe nhiéu
nguoi noi vé Baltimore, thanh pho thoat
y cua Hoa Ky. Toi da dinh t6i dé dém thu
hai sau ngay t6i tha d6 Hoa Ky nhung vi
mac vai chuyén riéng nén chua di kip.

*

Chiéu hom sau, t6i ra bén xe buyt lay
vé di Baltimore. Thanh phd nay cach Hoa
Thinh Don ba muoi chin ddm, nghia la
khodng sau muoi cay s6. Pudng xa tot
xe chay nhanh nén chi khoang bén muoi
lam phut sau xe da vugt khdi quang ré
vao duong ham va Baltimore da 4n hién
tridc mat toi.

Troi xam t6i. Toi bat dau vao thanh
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pho. Nha suta cti ki nhép nhua phan 16n
x4y bang gach do loang 16 réu méc. Toan
canh rat nho bé cé 1€ chi rong hon Nha
Trang. Toa nha cao nhat 16i mudi lam
tiing cao hon nha & Hoa Thinh D6n nhu
ngu tri trén thanh phd ban thiu nay.

Toi nhin 1én chiéc dong hé bon mat
ddt trén ngon thdp nha cao thu hai cta
thanh pho. BPong ho chi tdm gio ruéi.
S& di gi d6 mat trdi chua 1dn han vi vé
mua néng ngudi My thudng van dong
hé nhanh thém mot gio ndi la dé€ tiét
kiém. Toi di bach bd trén may con dudng
ngang. Phé xa nhd bé t6i tam, ban thiu,
phéan nhiéu la nha ¢ khong xting v6i mot
thanh ph6 ndi tiéng. T6i da nghisé di Bal-
timore dugc nhiéu ngudi biét t6i ngang
vGi Las Vegas, thanh phé ¢ bac cta tiéu
bang Nevada chi vi Baltimore qué gan
Hoa Thinh DPé6n. Da t6i Hoa Thinh Dén
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c6 thé t6i Baltimore mot cach dé dang.
Xe buyt noi lién hai thanh pho chay suoi
ngay dém va gia vé di vé chi cé ba do la,
mot gid ré véi muc song ctia ngudi Hoa
Ky tuy khong ré véi ngudi Viét Nam.

Toi ré vao pho chinh con duong
mang ngay tén thanh pho, dudng E. Bal-
timore.

Mobt canh tri sAm uét, ruc r&, nao
nhiét hién ra trudc mat t6i. Hai bén heé
pho ngudi di lai chen chuc 6n ao. Khac
hdn canh diu hiu tdm t6i trén cic pho
ngang. Trdi da toi : dén né-ong du mau
nhap nhay trudc cac ctia hiéu, dudi nha
va trén lau. Con dudng trung tam thanh
phd dai hun hut chan hoa anh sang.

Nhiing ngon dén mau uon thanh
hinh nhiing thi€u ni khda than khoe
cac duong cong xanh dd bang dién khi.
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Trén lau mot hop dém hinh mot thiéu
nd khoa than cao chiing bon thuéc uén
bang bong dién xanh duong cu vai gidy
lai u6n minh vé phia trudc do sy tinh
toan trudc cua anh tho dién da tinh.

Cac ctia hang hai bén phd chinh
nguoi ra vao tap nap. Co nhiing tiém an
binh dan My den va trang chen vai nhau
ngoi trudc quay hang udng siia hay dn
banh mi xuc xich. Nhiing hop dém nam
san sat, noi ti€p nhau mang nhiing tén
khéu ggi tuong tu nhu Vé N Dién Hanbh,
Kiéu N Khoéa Than, Hoan Lac v.v... (All
Girl Show, Nude Girl Revue, Gayety...).
Budc vao phong vé mot hop dém ta thay
trang tri bén ngoai gian di. Khong nhiéu
mau, khong nhiéu bich chuong quang
cdo. Trén day tudng ci ky chi c6 nhiing
hinh thi€u nt khong xiém dao 16n bang
hai ba ngudi that.
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Xen ké nhiing hop dém con cd nhiing
tiém sang sua voi dén khong mau. D¢ la
cac tiém sach to rong, véi cac bién hang
ghi hai chii thu quan rat16n, c6 thé trong
thdy tii xa. Khach b hanh, da buc boi
vi khong khi hanh lac cua con dudng E.
Baltimore c6 thé thé dai khoan khodi vi
nghi rang su hién dién cua vai thu quan
tai day c6 thé thang bang hoa muc séng
vi it ra thi Baltimore cling c6 ngudi con
luu tam dén vén héa.

T6i gan mot tiém sdch, trong dc¢ toi
tudng tugng dén nhiing tic phdm méi
nhat ctia cac van hao Hoa Ky nhu Stein-
beck, Salinger, Hemingway ma vi dudng
x4 xa x0i chua thay bay ban tai cac thu
quan Xuan Thu, Nguyén Trung hay Khai
Tri.

Toi viia dinh budc vao tiém thi nguoi
chu gic tay toan ngdn lai vi tiém sach
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cdm khach hanh duéi mudi tam tuodi.
Sau c6 1é dng suc nhé ngudi A chau tuy
than hinh nhé nhan c6 khuon mat tré
nhu thanh nién My nhung thuc ra cé thé
1a nhiing bac trung nién nén y rut tay lai
dé toi vao tiém tu do.

Ngay trén mat ta thd nhat gan cua
vao la t6 quang cao ban phim loa thé 8
ly. Trong tiém la liét sich bdo hinh dnh
da loai. Sat tudng phia trong la day tap
chi, nhiing tap chi mang nhiing tén ta
chua hé nghe bao gié nhu Sundeck, Jay-
bird Journal, Girls four Seasons. Tat ca
tap chi nay déu in offset nhiéu mau trén
gidy lang, day 16i nam, sau chuc trang c&
to Dién Anh. Gié ban tUi hai t6i ndm do
la moi cudn. Bén trong, hau hét in hinh
anh nhiing thi€u n@, thanh nién va ca
b lao hai gidi pho truong tat ca nhiing
dudng nét va bo phan can thiét ctia than
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thé con ngudi ¢6 khi trinh bay cé nghé
thuat c6 khi khong.

Vatat ca nhiing nhan vat ¢6 hinh anh
trong tap chi déu song gan thién nhién
nhu A Dam, E Va thud truéc. Nhiing to
tap chi Playboy gia chin muoi ldm xu, 4n
ban md&i nhat trong thang tréd nén qua
yéu dudi, e dé trudc thé gidi tap chi &
day.

Hai ta dai bén hong danh riéng cho
sach, ciing la nhiing sach day hinh anh,
trinh bay diém dua. Bén trong ciing cé
van chuong moét thi van chuong Balti-
more. Sach n6i dubi san sat trén ké, cuon
nao ciing day ddn, thom tho xinh xéo.
Nhung ta ché hoai cong tim tén sach
quen thudc du rang nhiing sach da tling
ra toa vi bi lén an dam 6 nhu Lady Chat-
terley’s Lover ctia D.H. Lawrence, da ndi
tiéng hang bao nhiéu thé ky nhu Fanny
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Hill ctia John Cleland, hay cac tac phdm
s6i ndi cua nha van duong thdi Henry
Miller. Céc tac gia nay du noi tiéng ciing
danh nhuong budc cho cac ti€u thuyét
gia tdo bao va v danh cua thé hé « hom
nay » bay bdn tai Baltimore. Tt kinh gan
cuia ra vao nhat ctia bat cu tiém sach nao
& day ciing la ta hap dan nhit danh dé
bay hinh anh. Hang tram xap anh ¢&
carte postale den trang in hinh t6 nii Hoa
Ky bay hang trong tu. Khach c6 thé lay ra
tiing x4p chon lya ngam nhu di kiém vo.
Néu ung khach tra mot do la d€ doi lay
mot x4p gobm muoi hai tdim. D€ gidu ky
dudi day va-li khi vé téi phi trudng Tan
Son Nhat, roi dé gidu ky trong ngan kéo
tranh con mat tO mo cua ba vg chi biét
tdo tan tho chong nudi con hay c¢6 em gai
dang tudi day thi.

Nhung nhiing anh hip dan nhat
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cé 1é la anh mau bay trong tl noi trang
trong nhat trong tiém. Ta dugc khoéa
ky khach chi c¢6 thé nhin qua kinh. Néu
khach mudn xem, chu tiém lay ra mot
xap nhung cling da boc kin trong giay
béng. Khach chi cé thé ngam nghia tam
hinh thu nhat x€p & trén. Nhiing anh
duéi dep xau ra sao khong ai biét trit dng
chu. Néu khach mudn thi trd nam do6 la
ro6i méi c6 quyén lay hang xé ra coi. Cé
thé tdm hinh ngoai rat dep ma cac hinh
bén trong xau hay trdi lai. Truéng hop
nay may rai khong thé lya chon.

Rai tiém sach, toi ludt qua may rap
trinh dién v thoat y. Nhiing thanh nién
ban vé dau doi nén vé hinh gai 16a thé
chay 0 ra dudng moi khach vao mua vé
xem tai rap minh, chan tay hoa lén miéng
tiu tit : “Come on ! Come on !” (Vao day
| Vao day !)
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Toi budc vao phong vé rap Gayely
Theatre. Rap ct ky do ban. Trén tudng
so sai vai hinh thiéu nt udén éo. Téi moc
tui ldy ba do6 la mua vé rdi budc qua ctia
vao trong rap. Ngudi soat vé, bam den
nhin vé cta t6i roi hoi ngay :

— Tip ' Tip ! Tip !

Y mudn xin tién pudc boa. Toi dua
hai muoi lam xu. Y dan vao téi gan san
kh4u roi dén chi cho t6i 1én cdu thang. O
chan cau thang, moét ngudi My khac cho
toi téi gan va lai hoi ngay :

— Tip ' Tip ! Tip !

Toi dua thém hai muoi 1dm xu nia.
Y chiloi cho téi lén gac roi di lam nhiém
vu. Tuy gid ba dolavé thugnghang nhung
cho ngoi la mdt khoang chudng ga & lau
hai. T6i héi may ngudi bén canh thi ho
cho biét tuy gia gia ba do la la cao nhat
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dugc niém yét ngoai phong vé nhung
khach cé thé trd bon do la va sé dugc xép
mot chd & dudi nha, trén nguyén tac chi
c6 hai do la bay muoi lam xu.

Luac t6i ngdi yén cho, nhin dong ho
thdy kim chi 22 gi¢ 35. Xuat hat thd ba
trong ngay da bat dau tu 22 gi¢. Trén san
khau mot thiéu nt mac duyp hong, mét
ong chanh 4n gia c6 tat ndng tai va mot
bi cdo trac bdn muoi lam tudi cé doi ria
ghi-dong cu6c dang tiép tuc trinh dién
v6 hai kich Vu An Ngoai Tinh. C6 luc ta
lai canh nguoi chong bi bat qua tang trén
giuong hanh lac véi tinh nhan, ngudi
vg da khong ngan ngai cudi hé ho xuat
trinh trudc khan gia tam ga giai giudng
rong mau trang duc véi nhiing vét hoen
0 loang 16 ngay chinh gitta. Khan gia
cling ldy 1am bang long lam vé nhiing
hanh dong kiéu d6 cta dién vién.
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V& kich cham dut, may ngon den
16n dugc tat b6t, man buéng xudng. Chi
con mot chiéc dén chi€u roi mot khoang
sang tron dudng kinh hai thudc trén
tam man nhung dé. Man tach ra lam
hai manh kéo sang hai bén. Mot thi€u
nd than hinh ndy né hién trén san khau
mua theo di¢u nhac. Ngudi thi€u ni uén
éo than minh chay ra phia phai, lui sang
phia trai, lic tién trudc lac quay sau lan
lan c6i bo nhiing xiém 4o rudm ra.

Khan gid chdm chu theo d6i. Mot vai
nguoi dua ong nhom lén mat nhu mudn
thu hinh anh di dong lai gan. Tuy xuat
hat da kéo dai gan mdt gid réi nhung
ngudi xem chua hét hai phan ba s6 ghé.
Thanh nién di xem khong nhiéu lam, ma
phan 16n la nhiing ngudi tudi trung tuan
hay xap xi ndm muoi. Lac dac trén hang
gh€ cuoi co6 mdt vai ngudi dan ba da gia
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cdp ke bén chong. Y hdn méy ba di xem
khong phai v6i muc dich ngam nghia
dudng nét cta cac thiéu nit dang xuan
ma di chi d€ canh phong va kim ham cac
dtic ong chdng bang cai nhan sac da tan
phai cia minh.

Rap hat so sai, ci kj khong trang
tri tri mot vai tugng than vé nd dugc
bay ngay trén ct. May hang chuong ga
lam nho ra trén ban cong lau hai va lau
ba vé6i gh€ tho so, xoc xénh. Trong canh
bén trong rap. ta nhé téi nhiing rap hat
bodi ¢ 16 nhit cua Sai Gon, Ha Noi. Khéc
v6i cac hop dém co cac thiéu nit mang
ruou t6i tiing ban, 6 day khan gia chi lay
vé d€ xem trinh dién nhu khi xem kich.
Néu khan giad cao hiing mudén udng co
thé roi bd cho xudng ttu lau dudi ham
vGi cac chiéu dai vién va véi gia ddc biét
cao hon.
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Trén san khau ngudi thiéu ni than
hinh ndy né van mua theo diéu dan. Trén
minh nang chi con hai manh bikini nhu
khi tam bién. Mot ngon dén tat thém.
Anh sdng trén sin khdu mo o, thiéu
nl quay mat vao trong lay tay but manh
ngang suon. Khi nang quay mat trd ra
thi toa thién nhién 16 16 manh codc-xé
treo lang lang bén nach, chiéc quan 16t
chi buoc & mot bén dui. Nang ti€p tuc
mua may trong anh dén mau.

Tiéng nhac do¢i l1én. Thiéu nid cui
chao va di lan vao phia sau canh ga trong
tiéng vo tay rao rao. Man buong xudng
roi lai kéo 1én dé€ ti€p tuc véi cac diéu va
khac khéu ggi hap dan hon. C¢ luc vi
nd da trinh bay nhiing dong tac uon éo,
kich thich uén lén cong xudng, rén ri
nhu canh giao hoan don phuong, tuéng
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tugng. Cu hai man vii thoat y lai t6i mot
man hai kich.

Nghi t6i hinh danh ngudi con géi pho
bay day dt nhiing dudng nét ctia con
nguoi trudc cong chung nhung chan con
di dép va hai manh vai con budc khong
diang cho, t6i hoi ngudi My ngoi phia
bén trai :

— Nay anh ! T6i xem vt & mot vai
thanh pho khac thi cdc vii nt déu phai
mac bikini, du la thd nhdé nhat. Néu
khong sé bi canh sat bat, tai sao & day lai
cO thé tu do hon ?

Ngudi ban My cudi :

— O tiéu bang Maryland nay khéc
! Vu thodt y long dong kién cdo ca hai
chuc nam réi ddy. Trong luét tiéu bang c6
an dinh cho phép cac rap dugc t6 chic
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nhdy thodt y nhung it nhat phai con lai
hai manh vai nhd che than ma khong
dugc khoéa than hoan toan. Nhung luat
khong an dinh r6 hai manh vai con lai
dé che than la che 6 cho6 nao ; che 6 bung
hay & dau goi ciing la che than. Vi vay
khi bi dua ra toa luat su ctia bi cdo da cai
nhu vdy. Va t6i nay vu an van con chua
nga ngu.

T6i ngam nghi khong biét nén tin
anh ban My hay anh ta chi la mét ké co6
6¢ khéi hai. Toi néi thém :

— Neéu vay ¢ con gai kia roi day cd
dé 16a 16 than thé€ chi quan mot miéng
vai trén dau, mot miéng & got chan roi
ra trinh dién cling 1a hgp phép hay sao ?

Ngudi ban My nhuan vai :

— May be ! (C6 thé'!)
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Ro6i anh néi nho bén tai toi :
— Anh biét tén ti€u bang nay chu !

— Maryland ! Mary la tén ngudi con
gdi, land 1a dat. Dat ctia nang Mary ma,
cho nén dung dem ludt phap téi day.

*

beén bat sang. Ngudi thi€u ni da vao
trong hau trudng. Tiéng xudéng ngon
vién bao mudi phuat gidi lao. Khan gia
luc tuc ding day kéo nhau vé phia phong
rtia mat. Toi vion vai va dung phai mot
khan gid ng6i phia sau. Quay lai toan xin
161, tO6i nhan ra anh ban Théi Lan Pava-
tarong. To6i ngac nhién hoi :

— Anbh lai di xem ntia ?
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— Vang ! Hom t6i mdi t6i toi di xem
ngay nhung vao lam phai mot rap chi
trinh bay v v6i vii ni mdc bikini. Ciing
nhu & Hoa Thinh Dén thoi | Hom nay
gdp anh ban My dan t&i day méi thay
Baltimore dac biét hon.

Anh ban Thai gidi thiéu, toi bat tay
ngudi thanh nién My dao mao sau doi
kinh trang, tran hoi trong dang dap nhu
mot bac si. Thi ra hdm no gap tdi, anh
Pavatorong ciing chua hé xem thodt y
vit. Toi hoi

— Toi tudng & Baltimore thi tat ca
cac rap déu trinh bay vi thoat y gidng
nhau chu.

Anh ban Thai lac dau :

— Khong phai ! Vi thé ma t6i da bi
Itia mot 1an roi.
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beén dién tat dan. Bén chiéu lai doi
mot khoang sang tron lén man nhung
cung vdi tiéng nhac gan san khau. Khan
gid cham cha nhin lén. Nhiing chuyén
riéng tu déu tam ngling.

*

ba quantiadém. DuongE. Baltimore
van ram rap ngudi di lai. Mot vai nguoi
say ldo ddo trén he pho. Trong cac tiém
sach lac dac ngudi vao gid tap chi coi
hinh mién phi réi lai ra khong. O nhiing
phd ngang toi tim mot vai thiéu nit dung
phat pho cho dgi. Mot vai top dan ong la
ca t6i gan thiéu nit ndi chuyén xi x6. Luc
an lac hién nhu béng ma.

Anh Pavatarong va t6i 1én chiéc xe
Volskwagen ctia ngudi ban My tu tu téi

Baltimore, dém thodty
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pho chinh. Ra té6i xa 19, khong khi mat
rgi thodi mdi t6i nhu quén han canh
song cuong nhiét cta Baltimore. Trén xa
16 v6i hai duong song song xe hoi van
noi dudi nhau lan banh vun vat. Nhiing
xe di ngugc chiéu tii Hoa Thinh Don 1én
bat dén sang thanh dong suo6i dén vang
dai dang ddc. Nhiing xe ti Baltimore
hay Niiu Uéc trd vé ndi nhau véi nhiing
den do chi€u hau. Trén dudng, hai dong
sudi vang, do chdy thanh hai chiéu xudbi
ngugc.

Anh Pavatarong tya dau lén thanh
ghé lim dim ngt. Té6i m& mat lo dang
nhin canh dém qua khung ctta nho. Anh
ban My cham cha trén tay 1di, vang tran
héi 14p lanh khi gap anh dén, mat 16 do
sau cap kinh.

Phdn 3
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Chuang t6i di theo dong su6i do dé
trd vé tha do Hoa Ky.

thdng nam 1967

Baltimore, dém thodty
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NUU UWOL TAD DA

U phia Nam di lén khi téi tiéu

bang New Jersey, mot ti€u bang
giap gidi tiéu bang Nitu Udc, phong cdnh
da thay d6i han. Xa 16 dugc mé rong
thém ra, nhiéu dén dién thap sang hai
bén 1€ khac hin & nhiing tiéu bang phia
duéi déu khong cé den €. Hai bén dudng
khong con nhiing do6i thong, nhiing riing
thua hay ruong hep, nhu quing dudng
ti Hoa Thinh Don di lén bang qua cac
ti€éu bang Maryland, Delaware.

Nitu Uéc tap da
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Nhin sang phadi hay trdi, khong con
mot bong cay, ma chi thay sat va thép
ngdn ngang. Nhiing xudng loc dau khoi
bdc 1én md mit bau troi. Nhiing cot day
dién chang chit, nhiing cau sat dai vun
vuat cau no chong 1én cau kia, nhiing day
thép gai 16m chém bao boc khu ky nghé
tao nén mot phong canh hai hing, ménh
mong. Chi con doan xa 16 thang tap cat
doéi khu kj nghé v6i nhiing doan xe hoi
noi ti€p nhu gid dugc sinh khi.

Chiéc xe nho chd chung t6i lan banh
trén mot quang dudng déc. Nitu U6c da
hién trudc mat véi toa nha choc troi Em-
pire State Building cao voi voi. Anh ban
MY tay phai cam vo lang tay trdi moc tui
nhu ¢ vé tim tién. Toi dua anh nam cac
va hoi :

— Lai thu€ duong ha ?
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Anh git dau nhung ti chdéi nam
cac cha toi :

— O day, thué mot dong bay muoi
lam.

Chiéc xe tu ti dung lai ctia to vo dit
gitia xa 10. Resnikoff tho tay qua cta xe
trd thué roi ru ga. Chling muoi lam phut
sau anh lai duén ngudi lén dinh moéc tui
14y tién. Toi chia ra ndm cac. Lan nay anh
cam tién va noi :

— Chung ta sap qua duong ham
sang thanh phd Niiu Udc.

Xe leo 1én chiéc cau can udn cong,
vugt qua may chiéc cau can khac chui
ngang & tang dudi, cd luc bang qua may
chiéc cau can v6i may choi thu thué.
buong ham chui duédi ddy song ngan
cach tiéu bang New Jersey va ddo Man-
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hattan, khu ph6 sam uat nhat caa thanh
phd Nitu Ugc. Budng hAm gém ba 16i ra
vao riéng ré di mot chiéu moi 16i danh
cho hai hang xe song song. budng ham
kha dai, hai médt tudng va tran déu lat da
hoa va c6 dén sang suot ngay dém.

Chui ra khdi ctia ham, chung toi
bat dau vao dudng 42, mot trong nhiing
dudng chinh. Nha ctia cao ngat ngu,
trudc mat nhiing toa nha vuong van nhu
nhiing hop diém x€p chong 1én nhau
v6i hang trdm ngan ctia s6 khoang cach
déu ddn va déng kin. Pa s6 nha cta
déu cao ba hay bon chuc tang nén khé
c6 thé phan biét toa nha cao nhat. Khi
cOn cach xa Niu Udc 16i 20 dam, toa
nha Empire State Building véi 102 tling
14u ndi bat gitia cac kién truc do so khac
trén ddo Manhattan. Cac nha khac déu
thap bé li ti bén canh toa nha cao voi voi
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nay. Nhung khi da dat chan vao chinh
Niiu Udc v6i mét thudng Empire State
Building da mat gia tri doc ton cta nd.
Ngtia mét nhin 1én nd van cao nhung ta
khong thay cao hon tdoa nha RCA, Six-
ty Wall Tower, Chrysler va nhting nha
khéc la bao nhiéu. Toa buyn-dinh cta
hang hang khong Pan Am véi moét 16i
kién truc tan ky trong do6 s hon va 6n ao
hon v6i chiéc noc 1a moét phi trudng ci
ba gid lai c6 hai chiéc truc thang son do
cat canh dé chd du khach lén may quan
sat toan canh thanh pho.

Nhung néu khong dung may bay, toa
nha Empire State Building van 1a noi ly
tudng dé quan sit Nitu Udc.

Nitu Uéc tap da
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Cho t6i nay Empire State Building,
nam sling sting & goc dudng 5 va 34 véi
bén tram bon muoi tam thudc tu nén
t3i ndc van 1a toa nha choc trdi cao nhat
thé gidi, da tiép don trén ba chuc triéu
du khach trong s6 cé ca cac vua chua
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Anh qudc, Thai Lan, Thuy Dién, Hy Lap
v.v... Tra mo6t do la rudi tién vao cta, du
khach dugc huéng dan lén tting 1au thu
tam muoi sau dé c6 thé ngam xa téi tam
muoi ciy so, t6i tan cac tiéu bang lan
can nhu Pennsylvania, Connecticut hay
Massachusetts néu gdp ngay troi trong
sang.

Du khach c6 thé 1én diém cao nhat
ctia Nitu Udg, tai tiing ldu mot tram 1é
hai, noi thiét lap nhiing cft ang-ten vd
tuyén truyén hinh dé€ nhan va phat hinh
cho céc dai trong khu vuc bon tiéu bang.
O day hé théng dan nudc da dao 1on vi
thung chtia nudc khong dat & mot diém
cao nhat nhu thuong 1é¢ nhung dé¢ dusi
thap va nudc van dugc cung cip day da.

*
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Sau khi dan t6i dén thué mot cian
phong nho 6 khach san Paramount, anh
ban My bat tay tl biét tdi v€ tham cha me
& Newburgh cach Nitu Udc 161 mot tram
cay s6. Anh hen thu bdy sé trg lai don toi
di tham vai thang canh.

Toi dung thang mdy lén phong &
tiing thi mudi bon. Téi ctia toi da thay
boi phong mang chiéc gioé xach tay cta
toi dé€ do tu bao gid. Gia tién khach san &
Niiu Udc rit cao. Phong mot ngudi & ré
nhat cing phai hai chuc d6 la mot dém,
nhung phong nao ciing déu co6 dién thoai,
vO tuyén truyén hinh, may thu thanh,
budng tam riéng. Tuy nhién khach binh
dan c6 thé ngt dém & Nitu Udc v6i mot
gid rat ré tai khach san YMCA dudng ba
muoi bon, do Hiép Hoi Thanh Nién Co
Doc quan tri.

Khach san nay cting rat I16n cé hang
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ngan phong déu nhd, d6 dac so sai, khong
cO cau tiéu, phong tam riéng, nhung gia
thay doi tu ba t6i nam do la mot dém.
Nhiing khach tro duéi ba muoi lam tudi
con dugc huéng mot gia ha hon nia.
Toi ¢6i bo bo com-1é d€ mic so-mi tran
chuén bi di choi phd. Toi thdy méc nhu
vay d& trinh trong, thodi mai hon. Va
lai dan Niiu Uéc ¢6 vé x6 b6 chit khong
trudng gia nhu tai Hoa Thinh Don. Toi
treo 4o lén mac va chgt dé y t6i mot to
gidy nho dan trén tudng nhac nhé khach
hang vé dao luat ctia tiéu bang Nitu Udc
ap dung hinh phat nam ngan do la va
nam nam tu § v4i ngudi nao vut rac qua
ctia so.

Toi thung thang di bo t&i khu Time
Square khu pho sam uit cia ddo Man-

hattan. Khu nay bao gom tu dudng
Broadway t6i dudng so 7 va tii dudng 42
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téi duéng 49. Tai Nitu Udc phd x4 rat
nhiéu, nén chi c6 mot vai phd cé tén con
tat cd déu mang s6 thu tu sat nhau cho dé
kiém. Gan 800 pho mang so va cé nhiing
pho dai hang hai chuc ciy s6 nén dé dinh
huéng mot can nha trén mét con dudng
nao dé thudong thudng trén ban do cé
mot it am sO d€ cd thé tinh ra can nha
minh muén kiém & gitia nhiing dudng
nao trong khu pho d6. Mot vai nha choc
troi dap ngay s6 nha cao 16i vai ba thudc
trén tiing lau choét ai ciing cé thé nhin
thay khi con xa chiing moét cay s6 hay vai
trdm thudc.

Vai trd danh nhan & Ntu Udéc da bi
md& nhat. Gia cu lay tén cadc danh nhan
dé dat tén duong phd chac sé gay lung
tung ca cho ké tim dudng lan ca ké tim
danh nhan. Vi v6i chua day hai tram
ndm lich s, v6i nhiing nguon goc tap da
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tt bon phuong troi di cu téi day, kieém
dau ra mot luc cad ngan danh nhén dé
viét lén bang sat dung bén 1é duong khap
ca ndm quan Manhattan, Bronx, Brook-
lyn, Richmond va Queens thu¢c thi tran
Niiu Udc bay gid.

Toi ling thing di by trén dudng
Broadway. Ngudi di lai hai bén he pho
dong nghet. Cha biét ho di dau ? Nguai
sang cling nhiéu, ké hén cting lam. Thinh
thoang c6 thé gap mot ngudi My da trang
bdc, quan 4o ciing kha banh bao, nhung
chan mang d6i dép cao su hién ngang di
gitia he pho nhu ché khong nguoi. Téi
nga tu, den ty dong bat 1én hang chi
“cho di” hoac “dung di” dé€ hudéng dan
khach bo hanh. Nhung nhiéu khi den
hiéu bat r6 rang hai chit “dting di”, khach
van than nhién budc xuéng dudng bing
qua nhu khong cé chuyén gi vay.

Nitu Uéc tap da
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Ngudi ldi xe & Nitu Uéc cing ton
trong ludt di dudng mot cach tuong doi
ma thoi. Doi khi dén d6 bat, xe hoi van
bing qua nhu d€ ganh dua véi khach bo
hanh khong ton trong bang “dling di>. O
moét vai con dudng nho, thinh thoang
mot hai chiéc xe dap nghénh ngang hai
chiéc ghi dong dai nhu cang tom hay
mot hai chiéc Honda 50 do choét than
nhién chay song song véi xe hoi, doi khi
chay ngugc chiéu nhu dua rén.

Broadway la con dudng cta rap
chiéu bdng va cdc tiém bach héa. Cac
rap chiéu bong sang trong véi gia vé bon
hay ndm do la, chiéu toan phim danh
tiéng viia quay xong xen lan cac rap chi
chiéu phim khoa than, gia vé ha hon va
ludn luon chiéu hai phim véi cac tén tai
ti va hang phim la hoac chua bao gis
nghe thay.
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Toi budc vao mot tiém ban do ky
niém ngam nghia cac gat tan thuoc la
cham hinh Empire State Building va
tugng Than Ty Do nhd xiu do ngudi
Nhat ché tao dé ban tai day. Nguoi ban
hang t&i gan t6i hoi :

— Ong mua tht chi ?

— D& t6i xem mot lat da.

Ngudi ban hang quay héi mot nguoi
My khac vao sau toi :

— Ong ciing xem ddy ha ?
— Phai!

Han tién ra phia mot ngudi My thi
hai :

— Ong ciing ngdm nghia théi chu ?
— Phai.

Nitu Uéc tap da
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Hin ngtia mat 1én trdi to vé thit
vong, huyt sdo dai mot tiéng, rdi bd cac
khéch hang di thang vao phia trong.

To61 lua chon moét luc roi cAm 1én mot
trai cau thay tinh trong cé nudc va cham
ndi nhiing toa nha choc trdi cta thanh
phd Nittu Udc, trdi cdu ché tai Huong
Cang gia ban bay muoi chin xu. Toi
mang trai cau lai két trd tién. Ngudi thu
ngan lay mot do la nam xu. Toi héi lai su
thac mac cta toi, ngudi thu ngan khong
dap ma chi tay vao m¢t tam bang khuat
phia trong ghi gia biéu thué nam phan
tram ctia tiéu bang Niitu Uéc. O day thué
cao hon cac ti€u bang khac hai phan
trdm, nhung nhu vay nha hang chi cé
thé tinh mot do la hai xu thdi, vi ngudi
My rit song phang trong chuyén nay du
12 moét xu nhd. Mudn biét Niu Ubc co gi
la hon noi khac t6i hoi thém :
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— Thué nam phan trdm thi ctia toi
cling chi cd moét do la hai xu thoi chi ?

Nguoi thu ngan « 6, 6 » may tiéng va
khong trd 161 cau t6i hoéi. Toi cam trai cau
ra gan t6i ctia, mgt thanh nién vira bude
vao dap khé vao tay toi hoi nho :

— Ong mua kinh khong ? Ré 1dm.

bong thsi y chia mot cdp kinh
Rayban cho t6i thay. Toi lac dau. Y hoi
thém cau nda nho hon.

— Mua anh khéa than khong ?
Mau !

Toi lai lac d4u di ra dudng.

Troi da vé chiéu. budng x4 cang
dong thém. Ngudi di lai chen chuc nhau,
gap may lan dudng Lé Lgi, Sai Gon vao
nhting chiéu thd bdy. C6 nhiing ngudi
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dan dng com-1é té chinh, bé vé nhu chinh
khach ngam pip ngang moi, c6 nhiing
c6 thiéu ni kiéu diém choang khan 16ng
trén cd, chen chuc gitta dam khach bd
hanh nghéo nan, 4o quan xoc xéch.

Phé x4 Nitu Ubc cling ¢ nhiéu sic
thdi giong Sai Gon. Dudng Lafayette
khong trang nhya ma lat gach nhu san
khién t6i nhé t6i quang dudng lat gach
bén hong ty buu dién Chg Lén.

budng Canal véida cachangtap hoa,
chai lo, do sat bay ban ngoai heé. Nguai di
bd len 16i gitia nhiing sap hang. Mot vai
ba noi trg My ddy con trén xe lom khom
chon d6 duéi dudng cang lam cho via
he thém nghet. Quang dudng nay that
giong cac he dudng bong Khanh, Lé Lgi
trong nhiing ngay giap Tét. Dudng Av-
enue of the Americas c6 vé 1a mo6t con
dudng ngoai giao v6i quoc hiéu cta cac
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nudc My chau son that my thuat trén cac
bién tron nta thudc dudng kinh trong
déu dan va thuong truc & hai bén 1€, ké
cd qudc hiéu Hoa Ky va Cuba. Nhung
di gan t6i dau con dudng ngoai giao
nay thi tinh chat ngoai giao da mat. Cac
hang ban chg trdi tap phdm va quan 4o
lai hién ra tran ngap hai via he nhu trén
dudng Canal.

Gidng cac thanh pho khac tai My,
Nitu UGc ciing ¢ nhiing tiém bach hoa
khong 16 nhu Gimbels, Macy's, Saks,
Sears. Nhiing tiém nay budn ban diing
dan, lich sy nhung gia thudng cao.

Toi budc vao tiém Macy’s, mot nha
hang dugc kélalén nhdt Niu Ubc. Buyn-
dinh cta Macy’s chiém tron mot khu
bao boc bdi bon con dudng. Cua hang
cao chin tang lén xuéng bang thang may
va thang cuon. Tung dudi cung ban do
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trang stic, quan 4o tap phdm khach hang
chen chuc nhau lya do. Tung thd hai va
thi ba danh ban quan 4o dan ba, tré con
da may san du mau sac sic sg, tling thi
tu ban quan 4o dan 6ng. Cac tling cao
hon ban may méc, do lam bép, sach, do
trang tri. Tung cudi cung bao gio ciing
la tiing ban ban ghé. Cing nhu hau hét
cac tiém I6n tai Hoa Ky, nha hang Macy’s
ciing chiu chung moét dinh luat nhiing
hang ban trén lau cao bao gid ciing vang
khach.

Macy’s dong ctia sau gid chiéu. Toi
roi tiém nay di khach bo trén cac dudng
s 5,7,42 v.v... d€ quan sat cac tiém khac
nho hon. Trén nhiing con dudng sam uat
nhat ctia Nttu Udc, cdc tiém phan nhiéu
nho, chi ban 1€ & tiing dudi. Hang hda x6
bo, gid cad khong nhat dinh, nhiing tam
gidy quang cdo dai ha gia viét tay nhiéu
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mau cai la liét trén cdc mon hang trong
ta nhu muon bao trum lan at chinh mén
hang. Khach c6 cam tudng nhu dang di
trén quang sam uat nhat cua dudng Vo
Di Nguy, Phti Nhuan.

Trén thuc té& Nitu Udc la trung tAm
tai chinh va kj nghé cua Hoa Ky, co s&
dau nao ctia cdc hang thuong mailén déu
dit 6 thanh pho nay nhung khong dit
tai cac ph6 chinh ma nam trong nhting
buyn-dinh 16n, hang ho chat trong kho
dé ban buodn di cac noi, nén ta khong thé
thay cdi vi dai cia nén thuong mai Niu
Ué6c néu chi di lu6t qua céc tiém nho,
trén cac phd dong ngudi.

Troi t6i dan, ngudi di lai cang luc
cang dong. Dudng s6 7 va dudng Broad-
way, nhiing dudng cta tra dinh ttu
quan, On ao, ruc 1§ v6i nhiing ngon dén
quang cdo mudn mau, tiéng nhac quyén
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r, Day, trudc ctia Metropole Cafe may
cO gdi go go girl than hinh nd nang déu
ddn, da trang nhu siia, trén minh chi
con hai manh vai che than nhan nhay
mua may ngay trén buc phia ngoai tiém.
Trong tiém khach sang ngo6i uong rugu
ngam dui non. Ngoai dudng khach binh
dan cling dling lai quan sat mién phi dé
kho cac canh sat vién choc chdc lai phai
t6i mdi ho di noi khac khoi can tré luu
thong.

Sau mot ngay hoat dong may pho
dong lai do ban hon nhiéu. Gidy vun, tan
thudc, vé do hop rai rac trén he dudng,
Lan 16n trong rac rudi thinh thoang cé
mot td truyén don chong chién tranh
Viét Nam hodc da ddo chinh phu John-
son phat xit.

Néu ai da di trén nhiing pho sach sé
& Hoa Thinh Pén hay Cyu Kim Son sé
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b& ngé trude su do ban ctia Niu Udc.
Nhin canh phd dém Nitu Udc, toi suc
nhd t6i dao ludt cam vit rac qua ctia s
cua ti€éu bang nay.

Luat nghiém khac thé ma sao van cé
ngudi vut rac ra dudng. Hay la vut qua
ctia sO thi cdm, con vit xuéng dudng la
mot hinh thai ctia tu do dan chu.

Toi dliing trudc rap chi€u bong Bry-
ant, duong 42. Tam bang quang cdo ghi
2 phim t6i nay The Orgy of the Gold-
en Nudes va Strange Compulsion. Mot
phim mau, mot phim den chung mét
chuong trinh, nhung gid ré chi cé hai d¢6
1a nghia la ré hon nhiing phim diing dan
nta tién. Toi tra tién roi budc vao trong
rap. Nguoi xem thua thét, cé 1€ ngudi
My khong may thich tht loai phim khda
than nua voi nay. Cac tai tl trong phim
cling nhiéu nang dep lam, phim ciing c6
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cot truyén dang hoang, cd tinh tiét, tam
ly, triét ly du ca, thinh thoang diém mot
vai xen cho tai tt cdi bd hét quan ao rat
hop tinh hgp ly va cing quay nghiéng
nglia d€ khan gia khong sao thiy dugc
phia truéc phan dudi nta than.

Trong rap den do6 dugc thap thuong
truc ké ca luc chi€u phim va lic nao ciing
c6 moét canh sat vién, cé 1é mdt canh sat
vién man can nhat. Y luén luon di di lai
lai roi den yéu cau khan gia ngoi ngay
ngan, yéu cau khong gac chan 1én ghé
trudc hodc mai khan gia ghién thuoc 1a
t6i mot khu gh€ danh riéng cho nhiing
khan gia huat thuoc trong rap.

T6i bd d6 cudn phim thu hai, budc
ra dudng, via ra khdi rap vai budc, méot
ngudi My trac ba mudi tudi chan ngang
trudc mat néi li nhi mdét cau nho nho.
Toi suc nhé t6i 161 may ngudi ban My
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ddn t6i trudc khi di rang khi t6i Niiu
UGc nén dé phong du dang hodc nhiing
phan ti chéng chién tranh gy rac roi.
Toi chét da, nhung nhin pho xa thay con
rat dong ngudi, nén binh tinh ngay va
héi han :

— Anh mudn gi ?
— Ong c6 tién cho xin muoi xu.

Toi moc tui lay mot dong céc chia ra.
Thanh nién cam lay bé tui, cam on toi
roi quay di ngay.

Pa gan mudi hai gio dém nhung hau
hét cac tiém con md ctia. Cac hang tap
héa, nhung tiém sdch chuyén ban sach
bdo va anh khoa than, cac tiém vai, cac
tiém ban do ky niém v.v... Riéng cac ti¢ém
dn mé ctia t6i bon gio sang. Trén dudng
s6 9, cac tiém ban trai cay tuci bay hoa
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qua choan hét via hé va niu kéo khach
hang oi 6i.

Nhiing trai dua hau khong 16 hai My
kim mot qua, nhiing trdi dao to bang
nam tay, nhiing trai xoai xanh va tim vé&i
cam tdo, dau, anh dao ganh dua ph6 mau
sac dudi anh den khuya.

Nguoi di lai ngoai pho van dong dac,
chen chic nhau, khong hiéu ho d6 xo6 ra
dudng lam gi ma nhiéu thé ? Toi liéc mat
nhin vao nhiting tiém thuc phdm & hai
bén dudng s6 9.

Sau sdu thang song 6 Hoa Ky di qua
nhiéu thi trdn thudéc mudi sau tiéu bang
ké ca tiéu bang New Orleans la noi nhiéu
ngudi Phap & — day 1a lan thd nhat t6i
trong thay nhiing tiém ban banh mi dai,
thi banh mi giong banh Micheau tai Sai
Gon, loai banh ran khac hdn thd banh
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vuong mém ngudi My an ngon lanh
hang ngay va ngudi Viét thi du da doi
bay ngay cling phai nham mat méi cé
thé nuot troi. Toi trd vé khach san luc
mot gid dém. Diing trén ctia sb tang lau
tht mudi bon, téi nhin xuong khu phd
chinh chan hoa anh sang, xe ¢ van chay
ngang doc vun vut, nguoi di lai van chen
chuc, nho xiu nhu nhiing chuét dém.

*

bunghen sdng thi bdy anh Resnikoff
14i xe dan Kaye Rowell, vg chua cudi ctia
anh tGi khach san tim t6i d€ dua di tham
mot vai noi quanh thanh pho.

Anh dé nghi dua t6i ra bén lay v¢
tau Circle Lines di vong ddo Manhattan
ngam thanh pho trong ba gi¢ rudi. Toi
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khong dong y chuong trinh hoi hot ay
va doi anh dua di mot vai noi dién hinh
ctia Ntu Udc nhung xem ky cang dén
noi dén chon.

Viia lén xe, Resnikoft rt ga theo may
con dudng nho len bén canh cau can téi
cong vién Battery trén bd song Hudson.
Trong khi anh dang tim cho dau xe, toi
t6i phong vé 1dy ba vé dé€ cho xudng tau
Miss Liberty sang dao Tu Do. Nua gi¢
md&i c6 mot chuyén. Chang t6i trd lai
cong vién. Resnikoff nhan nhé héi t6i :

— Tai sao anh lai lay vé cho chung
to1 ?

— 'Thi cling dugc cht sao ?

Anh van nhén nho té vé khong hiéu

— Anh phai giai thich cho t6i biét tai
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sao anh khong lay vé riéng anh ma anh
lai tra tién cho ca chung t6i ?

Ngudi My trong nhiing cudc di choi
chung thudng rit song phang trong céc
chi tiéu riéng. Toi da tung thay trong
mot tiém an, bon ngudi ban My tinh
toan phan dn ctia minh rd rang tling xu
1é dé gép cho mot ngudi dem tra tai két
tuy rang ho c6 thé pudc-boa cho boi mét
hay hai d6 la. Ngusi My rat la lung thay
ngudi A chau khi di choi dong chi co
mot ngudi bd tién ra trd. Biét vay toi tra
161 dua anh ban :

— Thi t6i xép hang budn vé ra day
ban lai cho anh chi ma.

Resnikoff hén hé ra mat. Anh moc
tai lay ra mét do la tam cac dua cho t6i :

— U c6 thé chi!
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Toi lac dau :

— DPuia anh day. Toi thét anh chi ma.
Khi nao anh sang Viét Nam thi thét lai
toi, co sao.

Resnikoff by gid mdi hi€u. Anh
cat tién vao tui, nhung cé vé khong vui.
Trong lac cha tau tré lai tdi dua mat nhin
l1én vudn Battery. Hay con sém, nhung
da c6 nhiéu ngudi ngdi nghi mat trong
cong vién. Nhiing chiéc ghé go ghép dai
chling mudi thuéc moi cai ké rai rac
duédi bong s6i. Chim b6 cau tling dan
bay chap chon trén co. Budi chiéu cong
vién chac dong lam. K€ ra & day ma c6
mot cong vién rong gan bo song cling la
mot sy hi€m hoi vay.

Tau Miss Liberty da cap bén. Ching
toi x€p hang theo nhiing ngudi téi trudc,
roi tréo 1én boong. Mudi phut sau, tugng
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Than Ty Do da sting sting trudc mat toi
trén hon dao nhd gitia song. Néu chi
nhin trong dnh, hodc xem chi€u béng ta
khong thé hinh dung dugc su vi dai cta
btic tugng. Dung trén ddo ta cam thay
btic tugng cao voi voi trén dau va con
nguoi tré nén bé nho. Tugng mau xanh
1a cay dung trén mot bé 16n xay bang da
xam ca tugng va bé cao gan mot tram
thudc. Hang ngay ngudi téi tham tugng
Than Tu Do dong nhu héi. Ho di vong
quanh dao chup hinh tugng dé ky niém.
Chi tiéc rang tuong khong dung chinh
gitia ddo, nén ding trén dao khong thé
nao chup anh dugc tron ven btic tugng
phia truéc mat ma chi cé thé chyp sau
lung. Cing do phia sau lung, du khach
vao trong long bé da dé cho lugt thang
mady lén dau tugng, roi qua cac ctia so
& vanh nén tugng du khach ngam nhin
phong canh s6ng nudc dudi tdim mat.
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Bén trong tugng khong cé mdy lanh
nhung khong khi mat rgi vi khi da. Ve
mua dong, bén trong tugng lanh buét
nhu bang.

Sau khi tré lai cho gui xe hoi, t6i dé
nghi Resnikoft dan t6i tham vién bao
tang Guggenheim. Anh gi¢ ban do tim
hudng roi ldi xe theo dudng s6 5 di vé
Bronx. Xe di cham cham vong quanh
cong vién Trung Uong, mot cong vién
rong bat ngat ngay trung tam dao Man-
hatan.
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Trong cong vién cé nui, co6 s§ thuy,
vién bao tang, c6 dudng xe hoi chay gitia
cac cay cO thu.. Hét cong vién xe di qua
mot khu nghéo nan tuy nha ctia van cao
bat ngat. Nhiing ngudi da den diing ngo
ngdn trudc cac can nha, tré em da den
dua nghich 6n ao, d6i khi du6i nhau
chay ua ra dudng nhua. Toi biét do la
khu Harlem. Xe vong lai phia bén nay
cong vién Trung Uong réi diing trudc
vién bdo tang.

Day la mot kién tric méi cta kién
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trac su n6i danh My quéc Frank Lloyh
Wright. Toa nha khong cao lam nhung
xay theo hinh xody trén 6c nén trong
cd vé la lung. Chung t6i tra tién vé vao
clia, gia ntiia My kim moi ngudi, roi dung
thang maylén tang cao nhat. Tt d6 chung
toi vong theo buc tuong xoay tron 6c dé
di xuodng t6i dat lan lugt ngam nghia cac
tdc phdm ma ngudi My cho la dang tién
dang cua. May vong trén la nhiing xac
chim, buém hoadc mét vai sinh vat nho
da dugc kht trung dong khung treo trén
tuong. May vong phia dudi danh trung
bay cac hoa phdm ctia cac hoa phai mdi.
T6i ngadm nghia trén tram btic tranh thay
toan hinh ky ha véi nhiing méau sac xam
den hay nau tro, khong mét sinh vat hay
mot bong ngudi trong tranh, khong mot
mau tuoi nao nhu xanh, do, hong dugc
st dung. Xudng téi tling dudi la mot gian
ban carte postale in lai nhiing bic tranh
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cli hodc dang trién lam véi gia dat gip
bon 1an nhiing carte postale phong canh
ban ngoai pho.

Toi chdn ndn budc ra khoi phong
tranh. Resnikoft va Kaye di sau t6i vé
mat khong vui hon. Toi hoi :

— Ong Wright da chi hang triéu My
kim dé€ xdy bao tang vién nay phai khong
anh ?

— Phai.

— Anh c6 thich nhiing tranh bay
trong dé khong ?

Resnikoff chua kip ndi gi, Kaye da
tra 10i thay :

— Ong ta dién ma. B4 ra hang triéu
do6 la xdy nha dé€ chlia may con buém
chét.
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R&i vién bao tang, Resnikoff 1ai xe
vong cac pho 16n, roi diing trudce ctia tru
s& Lién Hiép Quoc. Anh va Kaye & gan
Niiu Udc tuy di Niu Uéc nhiéu nhung
chua vao tru s Lién Hiép Quoc bao gio.
Kaye ué odi hdi chong chua cudi :

— Trong dé6 c6 gi la khong anh ?

— Vao dé dugc hudng dan di tham
mot vai van phong tru s6 trong vong mot
gio roi em co6 thé ty y di tham nha buu
dién Lién Hiép Quoc noi duy nhat trén
thé gi6i phat hanh loai tem nay, phong
ban do ky niém, tiém sach Lién Hiép
Qubc.

— Ho bén gi trong tiém sach ay ?

— Sach va tap chi viét bang nhiéu
thu tiéng trén thé gid¢i. Em cling cd thé
mua ban hién chuong Lién Hiép Qudc
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hodc sach liét ké cac hoat dong ctia Lién
Hiép Qudc.

Kaye nhdn mdt cé vé chan ngiy
nhiing tht do, nhu c6 thé sé chan ngay
anh chong chua cudi nay sau vai ndm
chung song. Toi cling khong thay co
chut hao hiling nao khi nghi lai sap buéc
vao thdm mot co sé chinh quyén du la
chinh quyén qudc té. Toéi ngudc nhin toa
nha ba muoi chin tliing kién tric bang
thty tinh va cam thach stling sting bén
bd song nhu mot bao thudc la khong 16,
tdoa nha ma ngay nao cling c6 trén muoi
ngan ngudi ra vao tap nip. Bon ngan
nguoi trong s6 dé la nhan vién thudc cac
van phong, con bay ngan ngudi con laila
nhting ké hiéu ky vui vé trd mét do la hai
muoi lam xu dé budc vao nha nhin ngo,
roi lai di ra.
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biling ngam bén ngoai tru s Lién
Hiép Quoc mot luc, chiung t6i dong y trd
vé khu Trung Hoa ctia thanh pho Ntu
UGc. Khu Trung Hoa & day nho bé, chi
gbm mot vai pho ngan kém xa khu Trung
Hoa ¢ Cyu Kim Son. Chung t6i vao mot
tiu 1au 16n nhat tai khu nay, &n mot bia
in A Dong, rdi chia tay.

Toi tré vé khach san. Kaye quet diém
cham mot diéu thuoc 14 niing niu lén
xe bat Resnikoff dua vé. Cha biét ho co
trd vé Newburgh hay 1a thoat dugc toi
ho van con l4n quan trong cai thanh pho
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xa hoa va vi dai nay dé tim thién duong
riéng cua ho.

Chin gio sang. Toi van so mi cOc tay
ra phd, ding ngo ngac & goc dudng chua
biét di dau. Gio nay cdc tiém con dong
kin ctia, dudng xa con vang vé vi Niu
Uéc ngu trua 1ldm. Toi lai goc dudng 8 va
34 bd ba muoi lam xu mua mot t& The
New York Times r6i lting thiing budc
xuong mot bén xe dién ngam gan nhat.
Moi tram xe dién ngdm déu rat rong rai
cd tiém dn, co cta hang dang hoang. Sau
khi ngam nghia cac hang chan mat, ta
cu viéc theo mii tén dé€ t&i phong vé bo
ra hai muci xu mua miéng dong nho
hinh tron thay cho vé. Sau khi bé miéng
dong nho vao 16 hong trén thanh sat
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chan ngang, t6i d4y thanh sat budc vao
phia trong chd xe t6i. Hai dudng xe song
song trudc mdt toi, mot 16i di mot 16i vé,
dudng nao ciing lam sau dudi long dat
chiing nua thudc. Phia trdi toi con mot
16i ntta dan xu6ng mot ham sau hon,
duéi d6 c6 hai duong xe khac, va cé thé
cd hai dudng ham khac niia sau hon tao
thanh mot tiing ham thu ba.

Nitu Ubc c6 ba hang xe dién ngdm
gom cac duong chang chit khap cac
quan tao thanh mat thé gidi dudi long
dat. Trén cac nha choc trdi, ngudi Niu
UGc s6ng nhu chim, thi & diy ho s6ng
nhu chuét, nhiing con chudt voi va, hap
tap va binh dan. Qua vay, v6i hai muoi
xu ban budc vao thé gidi cua long dat,
ban c6 thé dbi hét xe nay sang xe khac di
sudt ngay dém khong phai tra thém tién.

Trong khi cho xe, hanh khach c6 thé
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t6i nhiing mdy ban son phan, ban keo,
ban thuoc 14, ban kem, dat rai rac trong
khu vuc nay, bd vao nam hodc mudi xu
dé chon thit d6 minh thich khoi maét
cong ma ca.

Tiéng xe dién chuyén ram ram tu
phia xa. DuéGi chan téi moi vat rung
chuyén nhu dong dat. Cé 1é con hai ba
doan xe chay & cac tung dudi niia nén
méi rung chuyén manh mé nhu vay.

Poan xe ba toa 16n nhu 6-t6 ray &
Viét Nam duing lai, cac ctia tu dong mé.
San xe va noi hanh khach ding bén 1€
mdt viia van bang nhau. Toa xe rat nhiéu
ctia, ci khoang hai thudc lai c6 moét ctia
nén khach ra vao rat nhanh chong. Xe
dling do vai giay, cac cua ty dong dong
lai, xe lai vun vut chay trong ham toi.
Xe chay rat nhanh, chay nhu dién nhu
cuong, moi lan ddu thang rit kéu rgn oc.
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Toi c6 cam tudng ngdi trong mot
hoéa tién chac cting khong giong nhu thé
vi héa tién di trong khong gian vo6 tian
khong cho ta mot cam gidc vé toc do.
Trén dudng xe dién ngam khong c6 mot
vat gi can trudc mat vi chay mdt chiéu
dudng lam sau duéi dat, hai tudng hep
hai bén dam bao xe khong thé vang di
dau, doan xe nhu mdt con trau dién chay
16ng trong boéng tbi. Thinh thoang méi
thdy mot ngon den nhu gan trén dudng
ham chay vut lai phia sau nhanh nhu gié.

Vai phut xe ngting lai thang rit 1én
nhu nhiing thanh sat cham nhau. Cua
nhit loat m§ ra, khach ra vao voi va, roéi
ctia dong lai nhu nhip sédng cudng nhiét,
hép tdp ctia Nitu Udc.

Tai mo6i tram nhiing dong chi ghi
tén pho trén mat dat dugc ké lap di lap lai
nhiéu lan trén vach tudng dai hang tram
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thudc nhu quang bdo d€ hanh khach cé
thé nhin qua ctia kinh biét khu phé minh
dén dé chuan bi ra khoi xe mau chéng
khi xe do.

Trén xe da dong. Hom nay rat nhiéu
nd sinh st dung phuong tién binh dan
nay. Nhiing thiéu ni tré mang 16i mudi
ldm, mudi sau tudi nhung da cao 16n nay
nd, dudng nét viing vang, diu nhau lén
Xe.

Nhiéu c6 ba vai cac cdu trai cung lua
tudi ty nhién nhu nhiing cap vg chong
cudi lau nam. Phan 16n cac c6 mic quan
dui, khong phai thtt quan dui may dang
hoang ma la nhiing chiéc quan jean cat
ngang ben, van d€ nguyén vét cat khong
may lai doi khi tao thanh nhiing gau
quan nham nhd, s6 10ng tua tia bam lay
cdp ben non.
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Xe chay nhu dién trong ham t6i. Do
ntia gio sau, xe chui 1én trén mot cau sat
bac bing trén nhiing ndc nha thap phia
dudi.

Toi biét la da sang t6i quan Brook-
lyn, nhung t6i khong di trén chiéc cau
Brooklyn n6i danh ma da di bang dudng
ham dudi ddy song East River ngan cach
quan nay va ddo Manhattan. Xe dién di
dudi day song, xe hoi di trén cau.

Lat sau xe lai bat dau chui xudng dat
di chting mudi 1dm phut niia, roi lai nhoi
1én mat dat leo 1én cau sit trén cao, cau
xay hai tting danh riéng cho xe dién di va
ve. Cu thé mot gid sau t6i t6i tram cuoi
cung ctia con dudng nay, tram Coney Is-

land.

Budc ra khoi xe, toi theo cac thiéu nit
quan dui, day thanh sat chan ngang roi
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tram xe dién budc sang khu dan cu : 20
xu da hét gia tri. Coney Island la mot bai
bién trong s6 nhiing bai bién dep nhat
nuéc My dai chling sdu cay s6 & ngay
phia Nam quén Brooklyn Ntu Udc.

Bai bién da dep, ddy mau sac voi
nhting chiéc du sic s&, nhiing cdp nhan
tinh tré 6m 4p nhau ngay trén bai cat dé
tam nang, v6i nhiing thiéu nd vi thanh
nién van quan xé ong dang di tdi, lai
dugc thiét lap nhiéu gian hang cho thiéu
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nhi va hai hoc vién Nitu Udc ngay gin
day lam Coney Island tr& thanh moét noi
nghi ngoi ly tudng cho dan Ntu Udc
trong ngay cht nhat.

Vugt ndm ngan cay sO bang ngang
nuéc My, hién gio t6i dang déi dién Dai
Tay Duong. Toi nhé t6i mot ngudi ban
gia rat ghét Hoa Ky, ca doi chi mo mdng
dugc viéng thdm Ba Lé hay Luan Don
moét lan trudc khi nham mat. Nhung
ca doi 6ng khong dugc dat chan t6i Au
chau d€ mot lan nhin thay bién Dai Tay
Duong. Tré tréu thay chuyén xuat ngoai
duy nhat ctia 6ng la lan thap tung mot
ong 16n quan sat nuéc My. Trong chuyén
di nay phdi doan c6 thim Nitu Udc trong
bon tiéng dong ho. Khi 6ng hoi huong,
toi hoi :

— Trong chuyén xuat ngoai vliia qua
ong lam dugc diéu gi dang ghi nhé !
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Ong cudi thodi mai :

— Tao déau c6 thich cai van minh cta
Hoa Ky. Nhung nh6 chuyén thim Niu
UGc tao da lam mot cong viéc cho diu
cdi khao khat Au chau bing cich tiéu
tién mot bai 1én Dai Tay Duong.

Gig nay, dung nhin bai bién Coney
Island sach s&, dong nghet nam thanh nit
ta, t6i phan van ty hdi khong hi€u ong
ban vong nién cta toi cach day may ndm
chi t6i Nitu UGc von ven trong bén gis
theo mdt chuong trinh chinh quyén dinh
san va hudéng dan, thi 6ng da ap dung
phép mau nao dé c6 thé thuc hién cai
khoai thii nam trén bién Dai Tay Duong
nhu 6ng da ké.

Toi ngo6i xudng mot chiéc ghé cong
cong trudc khu au tri vién gio t6 nhat
bdo 16n nhat Hoa Ky tim doc mot vai
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tin lién quan t6i Viét Nam. Ngay thudng
bao New York Times in 16i chin muoi hai
trang ban mudi xu. Hom nay an ban chu
nhdat so trang tang lén trén 300. Bdo kha
day du tin tiic ngoai qudc, nhat la Viét
Nam ttli tin cong quan khung bé tai Phan
Rang, t6i tin tdng luong quan nhéan cong
chtc hay cudc tranh ct tong théng tai
Sai Gon. Tai liéc qua vai tin qudc té€ quan
trong, roi chgt chu y téi cau chuyén tinh
bi dat ctia anh Richard P. Loving. Anh la
nguoi My da trang thudc tiéu bang Vir-
ginia yéu va lay mét ngudi vo da den. Hai
vg chong 1én Hoa Thinh Pon tim sinh
ké, sinh dugc ba con. Vi nhé cha me, hai
vg chong Loving mang ba con vé Virgin-
ia tham qué, thi canh sat t&i canh cdo bat
phai di ngay néu khong sé bi nhot mot
ndm theo an toa vi ludt cta ti€u bang
Virginia cdm ngudi da den va da trang
lay nhau. Cau chuyén thuong tam nay da
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1én t6i Toi Cao Phap Vién.

Néu To6i Cao Phép Vién huy bo ban
an clia toa an ti€u bang Virginia dong
thoi sé huy bé ludt cam nguoi da den va
trang ldy nhau van con ap dung cho gan
hai muoi tiéu bang. Trong khi chd doi
phan quyét cuoi cung, ba dda con cdp vg
chong den, trang lay nhau vi tinh yéu van
chua biét trén phédp ly chung la nhiing
dda con hoang.

Toi lat t& bao xem cac trang khac
trong nhiing phan phu ni, thé thao, du
hiv.v... T6 bao kha day da tuy phan quang
cdo chiém t6i bay muci phan tram so6
trang.

Phan dong ngudi My mua bao chi dé
xem nhiing muc lién quan téi riéng ho,
hodc doc trong khi di dudng roi vit bo
ngay khi xem xong. Toi lat qua loa hét
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cac trang bdo liéc thay nhiing thi trudng
ching khodn, nhiing tranh quéng cdo 4o
phu nl moi tranh chiém tron hai trang,
nhting tin ming c6 in hinh cdc tan giai
nhin mac 4o cudi khong may hap dan
vGi t0i, toi cling lang 1dng bo td bao vao
mot thung rac ngay gan ghé ngoi cho dé
nang tay.

Ngo6i hudng gi6 bién va ngam céc c6
gai tay phuong chan mat, t6i liing thiing
ra phia au tri vién noi cé du cac tro choi
cho tré em nhu du bay, phi co truc thing,
xe ltia, toboggan, vong du khong 16 v.v...
Khong nhiing tré con ma ca ngudi 16n,
ca nhiing cap tinh nhén cling mua vé dé
budc vao cac ca-bin cua vong du dugc
may moc ddy 1én cao trong nhiing nhip
quay cuong dé tim cam giac mdi la. Ngay
gan khu au tri vién 1a hai hoc vién Niu
UGc gobm hai khu vyc ¢6 nhiéu bé nudi
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cac giong ca tom cua bat tii Thai Binh
Duong va Dai Tay Duong. Ngoai hai khu
nay con c6 hai ho 16n mot danh cho hai
cau va pingouin Bac Cuc.

Ho6 16n thu hai ngay gan ctia ra vao,
sudt ngay co6 mot thg ldn dua ron dudi
nudc véi hai con ca voi trang ndm tuoi,
dai mai con 16i nam thudc ! Toi nghi t6i
Moby Dick, nhung day la nhiing Moby
Dick nhi dong hién ti va dang yéu.

Toi thay hai hoc vién nay qua nho
so v6i ho cd 6 Florida ma cling phai tra
gan mot My kim tién vao ctia ké ra hoi
dat. Nhung t6i da quén Ntu Udc chi 1a
mot thanh pho thuong mai, thanh pho
tai chinh nén moi sy déu phai c6 tién.
Xem cd mat tién, xem tranh mat tién,
xem nha, xem tugng, xem vdn phong
lam viéc ctia mot co s& quoc t€ hay trung
tam hang thép déu phai tra tién.
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Toi lting thiing leo 1én cau trd lai ga
xe dién ngam trda mot lan nita hai muoi
xu, d€ tré vé trung tam thanh phd. Tai
day pho xa van dong diac nhon nhip vi
1a ngay chu nhat. Toéi di bach bo trén cac
phé thudc khu thuong mai Wall Street
va Times Square. G mot vai tiém buodn
thinh thoang ta doc nhiing gidong chii
phéan ting ho viéc gui quan doi My sang
Viét Nam chién dau chong cong san,
trong khi dudéi dudng rai rac mot vai to
truyén don chong dong vién va chién
tranh phat xit, nhiing truyén don in may
han hoi.

Toi roi Nitu Uéc vao budi chiéu thd
hai v6i cam tudng luyén tiéc thanh pho
x0 bo nay. Ngudi ta cd thé khong thich
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nhung khong thé phti nhén cdi vi dai cta
n6. Mot thanh pho cta trén tam triéu dan
song chen chuc véi ciu cdng, sat thép,
gach va xi mang cho ta mdt cam tudng
buc bdi, ngot ngat. Nhung khong vi thé
Niiu Uéc thiéu nhiing noi thanh ving
trong canh thién nhién cho dan chung
xa hoi nhu vuon Battery, bai bién Coney
Island, cong vién Central Park dai hang
mdy dam.

Nu Uécla mdt thi tran lam ndi danh
cho nuéc My nhung cling dong thoi lam
mo nhat ca tha d6 My la Hoa Thinh Déon
va thtt d6 ctia chinh tiéu bang Ntu Uécla
Albany. C6 nhiing thanh pho diém 1é ta
t6i tham mot lan, mén nd nhung khong
muon trd lai 1an thd hai vi con mudn dé
thi gid tham mot noi méi la hon.

Nitu Uéc trdi lai khong & trong
trudng hop nay. Ta thdm nd, ghét nd,
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nhung xa no it 1au lai phai tré vé véi néd
nhu trd lai tham mot tinh nhan dé roi cai
nhau, r6i vac non ra di, va dém dém lai
16p ngdp tré ve.

Chiéc xe hoi dua t6i ra ngoai thanh
phd, bon bon chay vé phuong Nam. Toi
gid td bao mdéi mua ra doc thdy tin ngay
12-6-67 To6i Cao Phdp Vién My da huay
bd dao ludt ky thi den trang cta tiéu
bang Virginia. Toi thd phao mtng cho
ba dda con khong c6 khai sinh ctia vg
chong Loving. Toi gap bdo lai lim dim
mat md mang. Roi nhé téi 161 mot nguoi
ban t6i gip & Hoa Thinh Dén cach day
mot thang. Anh qua My da lau tiing sdng
& nhiéu do thi 16n ctia quoc gia nay. Khi
dy toi c¢6 y dinh di tham Niiu Uéc bén
héi y kién anh vé€ thanh pho :

— Anh & My da lau, anh cho biét y
kién vé Nitu U6c va tht d6 Hoa Ky ?
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Anh ban tram ngam mot 1at roi tra
161

— Hién nay anh & Hoa Thinh Dén
da cé y niém vé tha d6 nuéc My, nhung
anh chua t6i Nttu Udc, vay toi c6 thé
so sanh nhu thé nay cho anh dé tudng
tugng nhé. Vi du Niiu Uéc la Sai Gon thi
Hoa Thinh Dén c6 thé tuong dudng véi
quan ly Thu buc.

Toi da tham Ntu Udc tré vé. Toi
dong y véi ban tdi rang can nha cao nhat
& Hoa Thinh Doén khong hon khach san
Caravelle Sai Gon, trong khi & Nttu Udc
cé hang chuc buyn-dinh cao trén duéi
tram tliing. Toi dong y véi ban tdi rang
doan dudng xe dién ngam chdé nghi si
tii van phong sang dién Capitol & Hoa
Thinh Pén do6i véi nhiing dudng ham
¢ Nitu Udc thi chi 1a tro choi con tré.
To6i dong y Nitu Ubc rong hon tdm tram
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cdy sO vuong, gap ndm lan Hoa Thinh
Don. Dan s6 Nitu UéGc 1én t6i trén tdm
tri¢u ngudi trong khi Hoa Thinh Pén
chua cé dt mot triéu dan. Toi dong y ban
dém Hoa Thinh Dén yén ving va Niu
Ud6c tung bling nha nhac.

Tuy nhién néu chi vi thé€ ma ha Hoa
Thinh Doén xuong hang quan ly thi c6 1é
ban t6i da qua khat khe.

Nhung chi cé 1€ ma thoi.

thang sau 1967
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ATLANTA
THU DO NUO) TIZEL

an nay thito6i di vé phuong Nam.

Muc tiéu la Atlanta, thanh pho
dugc coi nhu tha d6 ki nghé cta mién
Do6ng Nam nuéc My.

Atlanta khong phai la moét thanh
pho 16n nhung ndi tiéng nho nhiing tran
chién dam mdu trong thoi Nam, Bac
phéan tranh. Cudc ndi chién cham dtt
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gan mot tram ndm, Atlanta con dugc thé
giGi biét t6i qua cuon ti€u thuyét trudng
giang Cuon Theo Chiéu Gi6 ctia Marga-
ret Mitchell, rdi cuén phim cling trudng
giang mang cung moét tén vdi tai ti bo
trai Clark Gable.

Bay gid, cuén phim va cudn sich
maot thoi soi noi da di vao di vang nhung
Atlanta van con do, van la trung tim
cta mién Dong Nam, la giao diém cua
nhiing ti€u bang Mississippi, Alabama,
Kentucky, Tennessee, nhiing tiéu bang
ma nan ky thi den trang, ky thi Bac Nam
xay ra trién mién khi so6i dong, khi tiém
an.

Chiéc phi co dua tdi téi phi trudng
ngoai 6 nay da cat canh di tinh khdc tu
lau nhung ngudi ban hen mang xe don
van chua thay téi. Thuong thuong nguoi
My rat it khi sai hen. T6i doan anh bi
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ket vi moét ly do nao ngoai y mudn nén
chua dinh dung dién thoai dé héi anh.
Toi di thung thing trong phong khach
phi trudng quan sat canh sinh hoat budi
sang. Phi truong vang lua thua vai nguoi
khach. C¢ 1é khoang giG nay it mdy bay
di, dén.

Bong t6i chgt chu y t6i mot ngudi da
vang dang ngdi § mot goc phong. Khong
hiéu anh 1a ngudi Viét, Thai, Lao hay Ma
Lai. Anh ciing khong cé nhiing nét cta
moét ngudi Nhat hay Trung Hoa. Trong
hanh ly ciing nhu déng diéu, t6i doan
anh di My lan d4u, dang ché may bay dé
téi mot dia diém méi.

Thinh thoang lai nhin dong ho, anh
cd vé néng rudt. Anh dung ddy mua
mot t& Life roi lai tré ve ghé ca lat to
tap chi coi hinh anh. Mdt ngusi My tu
ngoai budc vao miéng ngam di€u thudc
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chua moi, nhin truéc sau thdy vang tanh
beén t6i gin chd nguoi khach chau A cti
xuong lé do hoi :

— Do you have a match ? (Ong c6
quet khong ?)

Ngudi dan 6ng da vang ngting dau,
nhin ngudi My vé6i vé khinh bac r6i nhun
vai tra 101 :

— Yes ! (Da!)

Nguoi My ding im chd doi. Nguoi
dan 6ng da vang cui xudng tiép tuc lat
bdo coi hinh danh. C6 v@ sot rudt ngudsi
M haéi lai :

— Do you have a match ?

Y chiing dodn ngudi dan 6ng My
hoi minh c¢6 manh gioi khong nén ngudsi
dan 6ng chau A van than nhién nhun vai
tra 10i :
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— Yes !

Lan nay thi ngudi ban My da hiéu
nén chia han diéu thudc ra, mot tay ra
dau mot ngudi dang danh diém roi hoéi
lai chAm hon:

— Do you have a match ?

Lan nay ngudi ban da vang ciing
hiéu, anh vdi va lac d4u xua tay lia lia va
tra 10i :

— No ! No ! (Khoéng cé ! Khong cd!)

Ngudi My bo di, ngudi A lai tiép tuc
coi bao nhu khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra.

Toi dinh tién lai lam quen vé6i nguoi
dan o6ng chau A dé giét thi gio thi anh
ban ham thu cua t6i da day ctia budc vao.

Chung t6i nhan dién nhau rat mau nho
da giao udc vé mau y phuc tt hom qua.

Atlanta, thu dé nudi tiéc



178 | Ddng Trdn Hudn

Williams xin 16i vé€ chuyén dén tré
roi cuii xudng xach chiéc va-li nho cua
toi ra xe.

R&i phi trudng mot lat toi da thay
thanh pho Atlanta hién & xa véi nha
cao ngit. Nguoi Atlanta van ty hao rang
thanh pho ctia ho ¢6 nhiing buyn-dinh
cao nhat mién nay va la noi duy tri di
vang anh diing vang son cua ngudi My
trang.

Atlanta 1a thu phu thuéc viing
Tay Bac ctia bang Georgia, My
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Vao t6i trung tam thanh pho Wil-
liams lai xe ddo qua mot vong nhiing pho
chinh nhu Edgewood, Marietta, Walton,
Forsyth, Cone Carnegie va Peachtree
trudc khi gui xe dat nhau di bd d€ quan
sat ky hon.

Pho x4 Atlanta khong lay gi to rong
va sach sé. Khach bd hanh voéi va trén
dudng da sb la ngudi da den trong toi
tan ngheo khd. Khi qua tiém Rich's, mét
tiém bach hoa l6n hang nhi sau Davi-
son’s t0i thay mot ngudi da den deo mot
chiéc bang 16n trén lung di di lai lai trudc
tiém, trén bang ké mdt khau hiéu ho hao
dan ching tay chay tiém budn nay vi chu
tiém chu truong ky thi chung toc. Cach
day vai thudc mot canh sat vién cling di
di lai lai ngé chting ngudi da den khong
biét dé gil an ninh cho anh ta hay chdé

Atlanta, thu dé nudi tiéc



180 | Ddng Trdn Hudn

anh ta c6 hanh dong nao pham phap thi
bat gid.

Williams biu moi noi véi toi :

— Dan da den ludi biéng, ban thiu
ma hoi mét ti thi biéu tinh. Nhung anh
xem, c6 ai nghe theo 16i y dau, ngudi ra
vao tiém mua ban van dong ddo nhu
thudng.

Toi biét da gap mot ngudi ban mién
Nam cd 6c ky thi ndng né. Toi hoi xa giao

— Trong tran ndi chién Hoa Ky cach
day hon mdt thé ky ngoai nhiing tuéng
lanh lam rang danh cho mién Nam nhu
tudng Lee, tuéng Bragg, chac tinh than
quan si mién Nam cling phai cao lam thi
maéi kéo dai cudc chién dau téi b6n nam
?
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Williams tré 161 cau hoi cta t6i bang
mot 161 dinh chinh :

— O day chiing t6i khong goi cudc
chién tranh 1861-1865 la mdt cudc nodi
chién (civil war) ma goi 1a cudc chién
tranh gitia cac ti€u bang (war between
the states). Ngu6i mién Nam chung toi
du thua nhung van gi& nhiing truyén
thong anh diing cia mién Nam.

— O mién Nam nay ngudi da den
co thuc long hop tac véi nguoi da trang
khong ?

— C6 chi ! Néu khong thi sao ¢o
trudng hop thang ct vé vang nhu gia
dinh 6ng Wallace.

Wallace la thong déc ti€u bang Al-
abama, vi thong doc lting danh thé giéi
vé nhiing thanh tich dan ap ngudi My
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da den. Dén ndi nhiing vu dan ap dan
da mau dam mau xay ra & Little Rock,
Kent State, Augusta khong dinh ddng
gl t6i ti€u bang Alabama nhung nguoi
& xa nudc My moi lan nghe thiy nhiing
chuyén tuong tu déu cd y nghi tudng
nhu ngudi gay nén nhiing vu dé van la
ong Wallace.

Mot ngudi nhu thé nhung van dugc
bau lam thong dbc t6i hai lan. Néu hién
phap My cho phép dugc ting ct thong
doc ba lan lién ti€p chac chan 6ng Wal-
lace da tri vi ti€u bang Alabama thém
mot nhiém ky niia. D€ do6i phoé véi diéu
khoan ngat ngheo trong hién phap ba
Wallace da ra ung ct thay chong va tré
nén thong doc Alabama, ndi ti€p sy ng-
hiép ky thi cua 6ng con dang dé. Néu
khong c6 nhiing bat ngé do dinh ménh
dua téi chac ba Wallace tiép tuc tri vi
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dan Alabama du tam nam d€ cho con ba
trudng thanh ung ct ti€p ndi nhu mot
giong ho hoang triéu.

Williams da mang su kién Wallace
dé chiing minh tinh doan két den trang.
Né€ ngudi ban mdi, téi khong phan doéi
tuy toi biét rang 1€ 16i bau cti tai My danh
kha nhiéu uu dai cho nhiing ngudi da
trang, nhat la nhing ngudi nhiéu tién va
phuong tién.

Chung t6i ti€p tuc tan by trén may
pho chinh. Nha ctia Atlanta it mau sac.
Thinh thoang cé nha thap mot hai cay
den dau ngay ctia. Phai chang dung nhiéu
dién qua ho da chan nhu mdt ngudi giau
sang hang ngay dn nhiéu cao luong my vi
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qua bay gid thay them muodn én rau. SO
nha & Atlanta cling la lung. Tuy khong
cd nhiing can nha mang mot phan so
nhiéu mau s6 nhu nhiing nha trong hém
Sai Gon nhung ngudi Atlanta lai thich
nhiing con s6 c6 dudi. Bén canh nhiing
nha mang so6 10, 25, 37 ching ta c6 thé
thay nhiing nha k& can mang so6 10, 5 s
25 rudi hay 37 rudi.

Chung t6i di qua rap cinerama
chuyén chiéu phim ndi khong phai deo
kinh, nhiing night club véi gid vao ctia
kha ré mot do la nhung gia udng toi
thiéu la hai My kim mot ly. Qua Play Boy
Club, Williams bao tdi :

— Hay anh rédng & lai dém nay
chung minh t6i day an va nghe nhac.

Toi lac dau :
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— Thi cting nhu cac hop dém & khap
cac thi trdin My khac chu c6 gi la dau.

— C6 cht, ¢6 chup anh chung véi
chiéu dai vién.

Trong Play Boy Club c6 nhiéu chiéu
dai vién rat dep, rat khéu ggi van do hai
manh d6 16 nguc cang phong va cdp dui
thon thon trang nén. Bat cu khach hang
nao cling c6 thé chup anh doi véi ho, néu
tra mot do la. Kha nhiéu du khach ngoai
qudc ton tién vé cai tro ay dé cé nhiing
btic anh mau ldy ngay. Khi ho6i huong ho
c6 thé gio btic hinh cb gai My ra khoe
vGi ban bé rang minh da theo dudi rat
cong phu va ton kém lam méi xay dung
dugc mot moi tinh noi dat khach thi ban
bé c6 cach gi ma kiém chiing.

*
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Rai trung tam thanh pho chung t6i
t6i cong vién Grant noi c6 hoa phim
mo ta tran giao tranh tai Atlanta. Mudn
vao xem phai tra tién ctia mdt do la. Hoa
phdm ndi 16n nhat thé giéi nay dugc
thuc hién bdi mot nhém hoa si Dic
trén buc tudng hinh 6ng trén cao mudi
lam thudc, chu vi hon mét tram thudc.
Cti moi nua gio khan gia vao dong du,
diing trén b¢ xay & gitia phong, xudng
ngon vién bat den mau va bat dau ke lai
tran danh. Khan gia viia nghe viia xoay
ngudi theo anh dén mau nhin buc tra-
nh hét mdt vong tron thi dén trang bat
sang. Cudc xem tranh lau chiing muoi
lam phut, khan gia kéo nhau ra dé toan
khac kéo vao. Dung gitia buic tranh tron
ma ngudi mién Nam nudc My rat hanh
dién vi no, trinh trong dat cho n6 moét cai
tén riéng la Cyclorama, toi c6 cdm tudng
nhu lay vé xem mo t6 bay c6 diéu khéc la
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xem mo to bay t6i ding & trén.

Tran Atlanta - budc ngodt cudc chién
gitia cac tiéu bang My

Budc ra khoi Cyclorama, t6i qua khu
vic s& tha trén nhiing con dudng nho
hai bén 1€ hoa tulipe vang va dé thim nd
chan hoa dudi anh nang. To6i hoi Wil-
liams :

— Atlanta chac 1a thanh phé 6
nhiéu ky niém, di tich lam cho ngudi
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mién Nam yéu mén dia phuong ctia ho
hon cac noi khac nhi ?

— Khong ct la & day, khap mién
Nam chung t6i van kiéu hanh vé€ nén van
hién ctia ching t6i ma khong hé than
phuc ngudi yankee mién Bac.

Toi don anh ban My vao mét cau hoi
kho :

— Co phai vi ghét ngudi My mién
Bac coi ho nhu nhiing ké xam ling nén
mién Nam khong ky niém ngay sinh
nhat tong théng Lincoln ?

Williams hoi lung tung trong giay
lat. Roi anh tra 161 :

— Khong phai tat cd mién Nam
khong nghi viéc trong ngay sinh nhat
Lincoln ma chi ¢6 mdt s6 tiéu bang ma
thoi.
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— Trong khi dé thi ngay sinh nhat
ctia mot 6ng tuéng mién Nam nhu tuéng
Lee dugc ca mién Nam coi nhu mdt ngay
dai 1é.

Willams toé vé buc doc :

— Mot Ong tuéng anh diing chi huy
quan ddi mién Nam chdng lai xdm lang
anh khong cho 1a m¢t vi anh huing xting
dang ky niém hay sao ?

Toi biét cau chuyén di hoi xa nén
danh trong lang :

— Théi da mudn réi anh cho toi téi
mot tiém dn nao dién hinh dé t6i thudng
thic mén an dac biét cta qué huong
tong thong Davis chi !

*
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Cong vién Nui D4 (Stone Mountain)
cach Atlanta chiing mudi lam cay s6 vé
huéng Dong la mot dia diém khac dé
ngudi da trang mién Nam biéu duong su
nudi ti€c thoi vang son cua ho, thaoi dia
cht da trang s htiu nhiing thtia ruong
thang canh co bay, ndm sinh mang ddm
no6 1¢ da den nhu nhiing con vit.

Khu Nui Pa ndi la mot khu giai tri
cong cong cua moi ngudi nhung khé ma
tim thdy mot bong My den lang vang.
Chiéu tht bay ngay cha nhat, My trang

Phdn 5



Thanh phé budn thiu | 191

va du khéach ngoai quoc tran ngap cong
vién d€ ngam nghia nhiing di vat con
gitl lai tii thoi noi chién, toa xe Itia Texas,
chiéc thuyén mdy mang tén tuéng Lee,
ban d6 ndi ti€u bang Georgia va doan
quan cua tuéng Sherman tién vé phia
bién, bé lai sau lung chau thanh Atlanta
vuia bi dot chdy con rling ruc lta.

Toi hoi mdt ngudi My dang dung
canh toi1 :

— Tudng Sherman dem quan tii Bac
tran xu6ng mién Nam ciling trién 1lam &
day sao ?

Ngudi My dap :

— Trién lam cudc tién quan caa
Sherman trong cu¢c chién tranh gitia cac
tiéu bang chinh la d€ ngudi mién Nam
nhd t6i tran chong cu oai hing cia ho va
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noéi 1én sy tan ac ctia quan mién Bac khi
dot Atlanta.

Chua phan biét kj giong noi cta
nguoi doi thoai, nhung khi nghe anh ta
dung nhiing tiéng chién tranh gitia cac
ti€u bang toi hi€u ngay lai gap mot ngudi
sinh quan mién Nam yéu dia phuong
qua nhiét thanh. Anh néi tiép :

— Chac 6ng & xa mdéi téi tham At-
lanta. Doc duong chac 6ng trong thay
nhiéu tugng cac danh nhéan nhu tuéng
Lee, Jackson, Cobb, Walker. Ho déu la
nhiing anh hing mién Nam va tugng
ludn luoén huéng vé phia Nam. Tinh than
ngudi mién Nam bat diét.

Tron Williams chua xong gio day toi
lai gdp 6ng nay, d€ phai ngdt ngat nghe
anh khoe khoang mién Nam anh diing.
Toi cudi cudi roi lang xa anh, tién ra bén
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xe dién day bo mot My kim sdu muoi
xu mua v¢é lén dinh nui. Trong khi cho
doi chiéc xe dién con lting lo trén khong
trung chua vé bén, tdi nhin vé phia xa.

Stone Mountain khong hung vi, chi
l1a mét hon nui da thap trong nhu chiéc
banh day. Trén vach nui tic phdm diéu
khic cham hinh Lee, Jackson va Davis
trén lung ngua da hoan thanh. Tac pham
diéu khac dai trén mot tram thudc nay
dugc coi 1a 16n nhat thé giéi nhung vi
khac chim vao vach nui nén trong xa
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bing phang giéng nhu mot buc tranh
chu khong hung vi sling sting gitia troi
nhu diéu khac tac chan dung bon 6ng
Washington, Jefferson, Roosevelt va Lin-
coln trén dinh ndi Rushmore tiéu bang
South Dakota.

Xe dién day dua t6i 1én dinh Stone
Mountain. Tai day c6 quan an c6 nha
14u cho khach tréo 1én ngam canh, c6 ho
nudc, cudi hd cam mot day ¢ cia mudi
ba tiéu bang trong hang ngti mién Nam
chong lai mién Bac.

binh Stone Mountain chi tién cho
nhiing ké yéu nhau dat diu 1én day tinh
tu. C6 nhiing cdp son son, c6 nhiing cip
thanh nién nhung cting c6 nhiing cdp ma
cdu trai va cd gai co 1€ chi d0 mudi mot
hay mudi hai tudi. Tuyét nhién khong
thdy bong dang mot ngudi da den nao.
Ho khong biét yéu nhau ! Hay luat phap
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cdm khong cho ho téi day ! Hay cho nay
sach sé qua khong phai la thién dudng
cua ho.

Khoang ba gi6 chiéu to6i toi
tam biét Williams ra bén xe buyt dé tré
vé mién Bac. Toi lat t& bao Life trén xap
bdo danh cho khich hang doc trong
khi chd doi. Cam t& bao toi suc nhé téi
ngudi dan dong A chau buéi sdng tai phi
trudng. Nghi t6i ngén ngii bat dong to6i
mién man nhdé t6i mot giai thoai khac.
Ngay ay toi & trong mot xom lao dong
va dang hoc thém Anh ngii. Nhin sach
vG chat day nha hang x6m lang diéng c6
vé than phuc t6i [am coi nhu mét nha tri
thuc binh déan lac loai t6i xém nay song
chung véi ho. Hang x6ém rét quy t6i moi
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khi cé viéc gi phai lam don tu, hay co
gidy t0, toa thuoc nao bang Anh, Phap
ngt ho déu tim t6i nho giang giai.

Mot hom o6ng ban x€ ctia khong
biét lay & dau dugc mot lo thudc xinh
xinh cta My nh¢ t6i xem hé thi thuoc
dé chiia bénh gi. D6 1a mot loai chai xit
giong nhu nudc hoa nhung cé cdi tén rat
la t6i mdéi thay lan dau. Nhiing dong chii
giai thich bén dudi cho biét do 1a loai
thuéc tri kht moi mui héi théi. Téi doc
k¥ hai ba lugt r6i bao 6ng hang xém :

— Cai nay la thudc trit mui héi, chac
dung g€ xit & bép hodc cau tiéu, nha
tam ?

Ong hang xém cam on roi rit hi hiing
cam lo thuéc vé.

T6i hom dé Nga, c6 gai ban ba c6
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chong My den trudc cling 6 trong x6m,
t6i thim 6ng ban t6i. Ong mang lo thudc
ra khoe va ké lai nhiing 16i t6i giai thich
cho ong budi sang. Nga vua liéc thay lo
thudc bén pha 1én cudi :

— Troi oi ! Cai nay dau phai thuoc
xit cau. D¢ la thuoc xit vao ngudi dé tru
hoéi nach nha em van xit trude khi di nga
ma. Em cu tudng ong ay gioi tiéng My
lam thé ma ciing d6t nhi !

Toi nghe biét chuyén budn hon tiéng
dong ho khong thiét s6 t6i saich Anh
ngl niia. Lam sao minh c6 thé thau hiéu
chu ddo mdt ngoai ngii nhu tiéng My
néu minh chi hoc bang sach v&, khong
c6 thay, khong tiép xuc v6i ngudi My,
khong la dan ba dé c6 thé hiéu ro6 doi
song khué phong cta linh My nhu co6
Nga hang x6m cua tdi.

Atlanta, thu dé nudi tiéc
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Toéi van con dang di lai cho dgi gio
xe buyt khéi hanh, bong c6 moét thiéu ta
My t6i gan toi héi chuyén Viét Nam. Ong
cling méi & Sai Gon trd vé, ong biét toi
dang chd xe ben mai toi lén xe riéng cua
ong cung 1én mién Bac. Liéc nhin nguc
a0 toi biét tén Ong la Petter.

Xe chay dugc vai trdm thudc, Petter
hoi toi :

— Chac ong t6i tham Atlanta lan
dau, 6ng nghi sao vé thanh pho nay ?

Toi biét ngudi My thudng luon tu
hao vé dat nudc ho nén tra 16i xa giao :

— Dep lam !
Va t6i hoi lai :

— Ong qué trén mién Bac ?
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— Phai, gia dinh t6i 6 Massachusetts.

Yén tri khong con gdp moét nguoi
Nam, toi tam su :

— Khi chua téi Atlanta, téi nghe noi
ngudi mién Nam & day co oc ky thi dia
phuong va chung toc khd ndng, t6i khong
tin lam. Nhung t6i noi t6i thay diéu dé
dung. Tai sao Hoa Ky da thong nhat hon
mot thé ky r6i ma nhiing tu tudng do
hay con manh mé nhu vay ?

Petter mim cudi noi dua, cdi ma :

— Do 1a dac tinh cta nén dan chu
ctia chung t6i day.

Tay trai ghi vo lang, tay phai bat quet
moi diéu Salem, Petter nhin vé phia trudc
mo mang va ndi nhd nhu trong mong :
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— Dbénbaygio nhiéu dongbao chung
t6i & mién Nam van con niu kéo lay di
vang. Chac cling con ¢6 nhiéu ngudoi mo
udc mot ngay nao do ho sé ti€én quan lén
mién Bac va lap ché do no 1é d€ lai tré
thanh nhiing dia cht ngay tan cac tiéu
bang Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine
hay North Dakota.

thang mudi 1970
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CUU KIM SON,
CUA CHAU A

Nuéﬁ dua chung t6i tU thi tran
Pleasant Hill (B6i Vui) trén
duong t6i Cyu Kim Son la mot ngudi
dan ba doc than ngoai nam muoi tuoi,
ba Padelford. Ba rat vui vé hoat bat. Ba
an mac rat banh bao, nudc hoa du thom,
son phin da lam trang thém lan da tuy
khong lam mat dugc nhiing nét nhan.
Theo 161 ba ké cho ching t6i nghe trong
btia dn téi qua ba cd ba dua con, hai trai
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mot gai, tuy ba chua hé lay chong lan nao
cd. O My c6 kha nhiéu dan ba s6ng doc
than nhu vay.

Ho van dugc nguoi doi xung tung la
c6. Di nudc Lao an mam ngoé. Chung
toi cling phai theo tap tuc do. Thanh ra
diéu mong udc cua mot s6 chung toi la
dugc lam quen v6i mdt ngudi dan ba My
chua chong da dat dugc ngay trong ngay
thd hai sau khi dat chéan 1én luc dia Hoa
Ky.

Chiéc xe Plymouth van lao vun vut
trén dudng nhua véi téc do trén mot
tram cay sO gig. Co Padelford mot tay
cam vo ldng mot tay chia keo cao su mai
chung t6i, miéng ludn ludn gidng gidi,
vé phong phuc tdp quan ngusi My ma
chang can biét ching 16i nghe cé hiéu
hay khong.
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Con duong dan téi Cuu Kim Son
that rong, dugc ngan bsi mot ludng cd
& gitia. Toi chgt cha y t6i mot hang chi
trang to ké 1én mat dudng trang nhya
den, mét chi XING rat 16n ngdi trén
xe cling doc dugc khi con cach xa hang
chuc thuéc.

Thuy hoi t6i :
— Xing la cai gi, may ?

Toéi lac dau. Phong lat véi cudn tu
dién Webster lic nao cling mang ke ke
bén ngudi lui hai tra ciu nhung ciing lac
dau that vong :

— Ty dién khong c6 chii nay.

banh phai ciu ctu t6i cudn tu dién
song dang lai xe :

— Co6 Padelford ! Chung t6i viia doc
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thay dusi dudng moét chit Xing, né la ng-
hia gi ? Cuon tu dién nay nhd qua khong
co chit do.

Co Padelford cu¢i duyén dang, nhén
tat ca cadc vét nhan :

— Tu dién 16n cling khong c6 vi Xing
chi la 16i viét tat cua chi Crossing (qua
dudng). Trudc khi cdc anh doc thay chi
Xing con mot chi niia 6 quang dudng
trén ma cac anh vo tinh chua cha y. b6
la chtt PED viét tat chii Pedestrian (bd
hanh). Hai chit dé nhac cho ngudi lai xe
coi chiing ch6 nay c6 nguoi di bd bang
qua.

Chung t6i nhin hai bén xa 19. Vang
tanh khong moét bo hanh, dudng sach
tron khong mot gon bui, chi cé xe hoi
vun vat chay néi duo6i nhau. Thly noi :
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— Ngudi My déau co thich di bg, sudt
ti nay dén gio chung toi cd gap ngudi
nao di bo dau ma phai bay dat pedxing ?

— Cac anh néi dang. Nhung cho
ching ta vtia di qua chac c6 mdt trudng
ti€éu hoc gan do.

Xa 16 dot nhién mo rong. Mudi sau
chiéc xe hoi c¢6 thé song song di cling
mot chiéu. Khong phai ngudilam dudng
c6 tinh ndi réng dudng ra cho xe cd dé
dung nhau nhung chinh la dé thu thué
cho mau chong. Xe hoi ci mudi sdu
chiéc mot tu ti chui qua mudi sdu vom
clia t0 vO c6 ngudi ngdi thu tién thué
dudng moi chiéc ntia My kim. Qua ctia
ai nop tién ké nhu khach da t6i vung
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ngoai 6 Cuu Kim Son. Chung t6i da bat
dau trong thay cay cau luing danh Gold-
en Gate hién xa xa mo mo. Nhitng ngudi
A chiu mdi t6i My lan dau nhu chung
toi vOi va xudng xe mang may anh lap
phim mau chup lia lia nhiing tdm hinh
ky niém tam nao cting phai cé minh cudi
hén hé, toe toét va boi canh phai la chiéc
cau tiing ndi danh trén sach, bdo, phim
anh hay nhiing bich chuong quang cdo
du lich. Nhu s¢ rang sé khong cé dip nao
thay lai cay cau dé nta.

Xe lai bat dau tién vé hudng nhiéu
anh sang. Cing phai con 16i muoi cay
sO nia mdi téi thanh phd, nén hai bén
dudng con quang dang nhiéu hoa la.
Nhiing cay dogwood (chung toi goi dua
la hoa chd) trong day hai 1€ dudng, hoa
nd trang xéa pht kin lum cay thay cho
14, trong xa giong nhu nhiing cdy bang

Phdn 6



Thanh phé buén thiu | 209

phu day tuyét traing. Thap hon 1a nhiing
cdy d6 quyén (azalea) cling chi chit hoa
mau tim hong, hoa lan at 14 nhu ba vg
ndng ky lan 4t mot 6ng chong gay com
yéu suc. Hai thu cay mua xuan dac biét
nay da té6 diém rit nhiéu cho mién qué
nuéc My, lam cho ngudi la thay mat diu
trong long trudc khi vao nhiing thanh
pho ngdt ngat gach ngdi xi mang va sat,
thép.

Co Padelford lai mé sac dong thué
mot lan ntia trude khi chiéc xe bat dau
lan banh trén cau Bay Bridge bang qua
eo bién ndi lién thi tran Oakland va phia
Bac Cuu Kim Son. Cau Bay Bridge kién
trac theo 16i hai tiing danh cho xe di,
vé nén khong phdi tranh nhau nhung
cting khong thé trong thay nhau khi “gép
nhau”. Diém nay ciing kha bat tién cho
nhiing ba vg theo doi chong dé bat ghen.
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Puong trén cau rat rong da cho
sau chiéc xe chay song song véi toc do
hop phap tdm muoci cay s6 gio. Moi
ngay co 16i 120.000 xe ¢ luu thong trén
chiéc cau dai gan bay cay s6 nay. Néu so
sanh v&i nhiing cau thép thi Bay Bridge
dai nhat thé giéi. Nhung ké ca cau xi
mdng thi chiéc cau dai nhat phai la cau
Pontchartrain ba muci tdm cdy s6 thudc
ti€éu bang New Orleans.

Co Padelford chi tay sang phia trdi :

— Cac anh c6 dé y dén chiéc tau
16n dau phia xa kia khong ?

— Co.

— D6 1a hang khong mau ham
America da tling cong tac & vinh Bac
Viét, bay gio dugc vé day nghi ngoi.

Phan t6i, t6i con mai nhin bén phia
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tay mdt. Xa xa nhap nh6 mot hon dao cé
nha ctia, tudng xdm nhu mot lau dai. b6
la ddo Alcatraz. moét thi Coén Ddo cha
hiép chung quéc Hoa Ky.

Sudt thoi gian ti 1934 t6i 1963, dao
Alcatraz 1a noi luu day tu nhéan trong
t0i cia My quoc nhu Kelly Trung Lién,
chuyén vién bat céc, Arthur Doc Bar-
ber, Baby Face Nelson, tuéng cudép Al
Capone. Ong tudng cudp ndi danh da
nhiéu lan dugc quay thanh phim nay sau
khi dugc phdng thich khédi ddo vé qué
thi chét rat anh hung béi vi truing bénh
giang mai.

So v6i Con Dao, Alcatraz nhat dinh
phéi hon. Nha ctia cao rdo hon, ti nhan
dd buon hon vi ngay dém c6 thé ngam
nha choc tréi ron rang den xanh den do
trén thanh pho Cyu Kim Son cach dé
khong xa.
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Sudt hai muoi chin nam dung lam
noi nhét th nhan, Alcatraz chi xay ra cé
moét vu ndi loan lam nam ngudi thiét
mang. Chua bao gié cd mot tu nhan vugt
nguc tron dugc khoi dao tuy rat gan dat
lién. Cha biét cong tac giti an ninh cta
My gioi hon hay tai vugt nguc cta tu
nhan My qua xoang. Su hon kém cta hai
dan toc My, Viét vé diém nay chua minh
dinh dugc vi con thiéu tai liéu thong ké.

T khi gidi tdn trai tu, Alcatraz tro
nén buon té. Chi con gia dinh ngudi gac
déo & lai ma thoi. budng dién thoai noi
vGi dat 1ién hu cting cha ai budn stia, nha
ctia d6 nat khong ai thém xay lai, yét thi
ban chdng ai théem mua. Hon dao bi bo
lay lat nhu mot ba vg gia tan tat c6 Ong
chong bay buém hao hoa.

Dot nhién dau thang mudi mot 1969
mudi bon ngudi My Da D4 téi chiém
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dao doi quyén ty tri. Ho ndi rang chinh
pht My khong xai téi ddo niia thi tra lai
ho vi ho mdi la nhiing ngu6i My chinh
cOng. It ngdy sau hon mot tram ngudi
Da D¢ ntia di cu t6i ddo. Chinh phu My
dién dau vi ngoai van dé My den nay lai
thém mot van dé méi vé ching toc.

Con dan MY thi rat thd o trude van
dé nay. Ho thdy vui vui. Ting phdm dugc
gui t6i ddo tran ngap. Phéng vién nuém
nuop kéo téi ddo quay phim chup anh.
Nhu ho da quay phim chuyp anh nhting
nam thanh nii ta 16t quin 4o tdm trudng
trugc tugng vi nhan Lincoln ngay cho
dong ngudi tai tha d6 Hoa Thinh Dén
vay.
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Qua hét cau Bay Bridge chung toi
bat dau vao phia Bac thanh phd, phan
dep cua Cyu Kim Son. Tt huéng Nam
qua cac quan Dala, San Bruno, Millbrae
chdng han, chung ta sé gip nhiing canh
tri, phd x4 buon té, nha ctia thap bé. Phia
Béc, thi trdi han. Ngudi mdi téi My c6
thé choang vang trudc nhiing kién trac
do so tiéu biéu cho nudc My tai khu vuc
nay.

Chung t6i di b trén con dudng 16n
nhat ctia thanh pho, Market street (pho
Chg) ngam nghia nhiing tiém buon sach
s€ khang trang. Vong véo qua mot vai
phoé ngang téi khu Trung Hoa ma & day
ngudi ta goi la Chinatown. Khu nay qua
rong, phan 16n dan cu déu la ngudi Tau
cd My tich. Day 1a mot thi Chg Lén cua
Cyu Kim Son. Nhiing tiém ban thuc
phdm tai khu Trung Hoa tugng trung
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cho dan toc tinh ctia nguoi Tau du rang
ho tha phuong cau thuc trén dat My tu
nhiéu doi. Cac mon rau tuoi, rau kho,
mdng, nam Pong CO, moc nhi cho téi
tuong, mam, Gt, mut sen, mut bi, ciy
kiéng nhu thay tién, thugc dugc, ctc
déu c6 thé mua dugc & khu vuc nay. Mot
vai dda tré chay lang xdng dot phdo ném
ra dudng kéu let det. Chung t6i suc nhé
hién gio theo am lich dang la nhiing ngay
giap Tét.

Ra&i khu Trung Hoa, ching t6i sang
nhting dudng ké can sach sé hon. Hai
bén 1€ dudng nha ctia cao rdo va kién
trac tan ky nhu nhiing hop diém. Cao 6¢
ctia ngan hang Wells Fargo bon muoi hai
tting 14u ngy tri trén mién Bac Cuyu Kim
Son ¢6 1€ la can nha cao nhat thanh phé.

Hé¢ thong dudng xa cau cong Cuu
Kim Son la mét hé thong pha tron ci va
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mdi, dung hoa 16i x4y cat trén dat bang
va doi nui nén trong la lung, dep mat
thay doéi ludn ludn khong nham chan.
buong Broadway lén xudng gap ghénh
khién nhiing ngudi chua quen chac ciing
ngdp ngung khong dam lén bang xe hoi.
buong Lombard cé céi bi¢t danh la con
dudng ngodan ngoéo nhit thé gidi ciing
khong ngoa. Bau dudng nam tui trén mot
khoang dat cao nhin xuéng nhu mot con
tran dai, khong 16, khic cong, khuc gap,
khuic uon chi chi xa tap va dai hang cay
s0 v6i nhiing doan xe hoi tu ti lugn theo
nhiing khuc quanh trong tuéng nhu ghé
rgn do.

Tuong phan véi nhiing con dudng
c6 kinh 4y la cdc hé thong ciu can hai, ba,
bon, nam tiing d€ giai quyét nan ket xe &
cac nga tu, nga ndm, nga sau. Dung trén
cao nhin xuong nhiing giao diém cau
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can véi tling day xe hoi muon mau sic
leo 1én cao rdi lai tde xudng tii phia that
l1a mot canh linh dong va ngoan muc.

Bén canh nhiing xe hoi bong lodng
toi tan, Cyu Kim Son bay gi¢ van con giti
du ba kiéu xe cong cong tu nhiing ngay
xa xua. Nhiing xe cable car ci kj giong
nhu loai xe dién st dung & Sai Gon cach
day vai chuc nam van ty do luu théng
tréen dudng Powell. Xe chay trén dudng
cd ba ray nhat dinh chi khac la dién dugc
truyén t6i dong co xe la dién ngam dudi
dat. Hai loai xe khac la trolleybus va
streetcar dugc luu thong ngay trén pho
16n nhaét ctia thanh phd, dudng Market.
Ca hai loai xe déu c6 can dién gan cao
trén dau xe, d€ 14y dién lyc tu nhiing day
dién trén khong trung. Streetcar chay
trén dudng ray nhat dinh nhung trol-
leybus 1a loai xe dién ty do khong cé
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dudng ray nén tranh phai tranh trai nhu
mot con ca gilta dong, tuy theo tai ning
nguoi tai x€ mién sao coc can hut dién
diing trugt khoi day nhu mdt chiéc xe
mady tut xich. Trong nhiing xe trolleybus
lang xdng tuong tu xe buyt vang dudng
Truong Minh Giang bop chudng kinh
coong tranh nhau véi streetcar tuong
tu xe dién Kim Lién - Yén Phu cta Ha
Noi tién chién lan dat vGi xe Chevrolet,
Plymouth trén dai 10 Market gitia trung
tam Cuu Kim Son 1a mot canh that tic
CUOi.

Tr& vé téi cho gtii xe co Padelford
hoi :

— Cac anh xem ph6 nhu thé tam
da chua ¢ Bay gid t6i dua cac anh 1én
thién dudng nhé !

Chung to6i chua ai hiéu y co6 My gia
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nay dinh néi gi thi c6 da mim cudi giai
thich :

— Cyu Kim Son la mot thanh pho
xay trén nhiing sudn doi trung diép. Cac
anh dang & trung tam thanh pho, tic la
¢ mot trong nhiing thung lting nho. Toi
muon dua cac anh 1én cao hon.

Tat ca bon chung t6i gat dau dong
y. Xe r6i khu trung vuong lugn vong veéo
roi lén t6i dinh d6i Telegraph Hill. Dung
trén ngon doi nhin xudng thanh pho
xung quanh nha ctia san sat nhon nhip
va kha ro rang. Tuy vy ngudi My van
thay rang chua dt. Mot dai quan sat nho
nhé v6i nhiing 6ng vién kinh quay ca
bon hudng dugc thiét tri cho du khach
st dung quan sat phong canh dudi chan
sau khi bd vao mady vai cac. Vui vé hé ha
ca : nha thau khai thac thu dugc tién, du
khach dugc xem.
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Nam :
— Cai thap cao kia la thap gi ?
Ngudi dan ba My tra 161 :
— Thap Coit Tower.

Mot anh ban vén gioi tiéng Phap hon
Anh ngti lam bam bang tiéng Viét :

— Thdap gi ma lai tén la Coit. Hoi n6
xem nghia ly lam sao ?

Toi chua kip tra 16i thi Thong da gat
di:

— Thoi hoi dau ma tim hiéu lich su
thanh pho mat thi gio. Doi bung roi. D€
cho dé nh¢ thi hay ci tam goi n6 la thap

Giao Hoan.

Thai hdi co Padelford :
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— Doi Telegraph Hill cé phai la doi
cao nhat chua ?

— Khong. O déy c6 ca hai chuc ngon
doi : doi Nga, doi Nob. doi Kim Cuong,
doi Rung v.v... nhiing doi nay dugc coi
la dep nhét. Con néu cac anh muon 1én
dinh Cuu Kim Son thi xin lai 1én xe. Téi
dua cac anh lén Twin Peaks trudc khi
xuong nui vé an com Tau.

Khong ai phan doi doan cudi my
miéu cua chuong trinh sang hom do.

*

Twin Peaks la dinh hai ngon d6i nam
ké can nhau & cao diém ké phia Tay Nam
khu trung uong c6 dudng cho xe 1én tu
hudng Bac roi xudng bang hudéng Nam,
con dudng mang tén la dai 10 Dinh Doi.
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bia diém nay khong c6 nhiéu kién tric
nhéan tao nhung & mét noi cao nhat va
gilti gan nguyén ven vé thién nhién huing
vi cua no.

Pa 1én t6i day it ai bo qua dip tot 1a
chup mot tdm hinh minh diing cao chot
vOt v6i boi canh 1a cd mot thanh pho nhu
dang bi ché ngu dudi chan. Chung toi
cling thay phién nhau lam cong viéc do
mat gan hai muoi phut mac dau dong ho
da chi hon mudi hai rudi va bung ai nay
déu x6n xao, ndo nuc khi nghi t6i nhiing
mon xao nau thom phtic cua biia én Tau
dau tién trén dat My, sau may ngay gang
guong lam quen v6i hamburger, hot dog,
calsup cua Hoa Ky.

Ngay hom sau chung t6i da kha quen
thudcvéithanh phovachiaratingnhém
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nho tu do di choi theo chuong trinh ctia
nhém khong can phién t6i ngudi hudng
dan. Co Padelford da tu gia ching t6i tro
veé Doi Vui ti mudi gio dém hom qua dé
tiép tuc cudc song doc than.

Thai va toi lan lugt st dung hét ca
ba loai xe dién va xe buyt dién cable car,
streetcar, trolleybus dao choi trén céac
dudng Sutter, Powell, Grant, Market
trudce khi téi b bién. Ching téi tan b
theo 1é dudng bao bién tién vé phia Bén
Ca (Fisherman’s Wharf) m¢t khu lting
danh ctia nhiing ngu6i ham nhau. Trudc
khi di My ban t6i, Thai van ap t hai mdng
udc ma anh thé quyét tam thuc hién mot
khi dugc ddt chéan 1én luc dia Hoa Ky, do
la mua mot chiéc tau thu6c hiéu Dunhill
va nhau mot biia cua My no say. V€ chiéc
tau anh da bang long bo ntia thang luong
dé nho mua tai Sai Gon nhung khong
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c6. V€ cua, thi mdi lan gié nhiing cudén
du ky noi vé nuéc My, noi veé loai king
crabe ludi tu vung Alaska mang vé€ moi
con do tU cang no sang cang kia dai gan
mot thudc, anh lai thdy nudc rai dang
lén trong miéng nhu nudc thuy triéu.

Mong udc thu nhat cua Thai chiéu
qua da bung biling 1én, khi anh trong
thay chiéc tu ly tudng cua anh trong
ta kinh mot tiém bach hoa trén dudng
Sacramento. Nhung chi hai phut sau do6
anh fu xiu ti tiém trd ra dudng tay kho-
ng, khi biét chiéc tdu Dunhill bé nhé dé
tri gia ding bén muoi lam do6 la chua ké
thué.

Hom nay Thdi ru t6i di vé hudng
bién dé thyc hién mong udc thi hai vi
anh tin rang mong udc nay gia ré hon.

Bén Ca da hién ra trudc mat. Tling
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day tiém bdn d6 bién san sit noi tiép
nhau, nhiing tiém dn c6 vé binh dan
chu khong phai khong khi cua cac cao
lau xa hoa sang trong. Nhiing bac dau
bép khodc khan truéc bung cham chi
cat thai cac son hao ngay tai quay hang
trong ra dudng, & mdt tién cla tiém.
Thic an dugc trinh dién ngay trén quay
ngoai hién d€ quyén ra thuc khach. Nao
muc tuoi, ca bién du loai, tdm hum do
nhu gach to bang canh tay ngudi. Rua
song ngo ngudy trong nhiing chau sén
sét nudc, cho doi gio 1én bép theo com-
mang cua khdch, lam t6i nhé t6i nhiing
quan chuyén ban thit rua tai Can Tho
gio day xa hang chuc ngan cay so.

Nhung mén mo udc ctia ban t6i va
cing la mdn an lan ludt tat cd nhiing
moén khac & vung Bén Ca nay van la
cua. Trén moi quay hang, ca tram con
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cua ludc hodc hip san dugc xép thanh
hang ngay ngan nhu chd dgi lénh xuat
quan. Nhiing con cua nay tuy khong to
bang ctia mo ta trong sich ma ban t6i da
doc nhung cling c6 nhiing véc dang 16n
qua kho ma t6i chua trong thay tan mat
lan nao. Nhiing con cua Viing Tau, Nha
Trang hay Maximss, Bat Dat so v6i cua 6
day chi dang goi la nhiing chua da trang.

Thai nhin tiém Fish Grotto ngay
trudc mat va bao toi :

— Thoi d6 day chi !
— C0 can liéc qua gia ca trudc kho-

ng ¢ Nh& lai nhu 6ng diéu Dunhill chiéu
qua thi tinh sao ?

Thai lam theo 16i t6i. Chung toi cling
kha xtic dong khi dugc biét gid mot cang
cua, cang khong thoéi chu chua ndi téi
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toan ven than thé kiéu diém ctia né, thay
déi tu hai t6i bon do la tuy theo cang to
nho, tuy theo tiém. Thai gat g noi :

— Thoi cu vao. Téi v6i anh thang
nao cling con nguyén ven bén muoi do
la déi theo gid chinh thiic va may tram
traveller check. Ciing phai xuat kho cho
vi tién ctia minh né d& thi chi !

Chung t6i ngdi 6 ban an gan cua dé
c6 thé viia nham nhap viia ngam phé xa.
Nguoi di lai kha dong. Cac tiém an tap
nap. Nhiéu hang tranh bay ban ngay & lé
dudng, nhiing tranh vé thanh phé Cuu
Kim Son va khu Bén Ca trai qua nhiéu
giai doan lich st, nhat 1a canh tan pha
sau tran dong dat ndm 1906. Phia bién
c6 nhiing thuyén danh ca c6 dong co dau
san st bén nhau, cOt budém thang tap cat
trén nén tréi xanh m& mad suong. Mot
mui hdi pha chut tanh nong ctia nuéc
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bién bao phu viing Bén Ca khién khu nay
cd mot huong vi dac biét, doc ddo ma
cac thanh pho My khac khong cé.

K€ ca an udng xong chung tdi roi
khdi tiém lac mat trdi dung bong. Nhin
1én han tht biéu canh chiéc dong ho 16n
trén ndc cao Oc trudc mdt tdi thay kim
chi ndm muoi ba d¢ F, khodng mudi hai
do Viét Nam. Tuy vay trdi khong rét ma
chi vtia lanh diu diu nhu Pa Lat, anh
nang van le 16i.

Thai cé vé ha hé. Du phai cung toi
chi mot biia an dat gia nhét trong doi
minh nhung it ra anh ciing da thyc hién
dugc tron ven mong udc thi hai ma anh
hdang 6m 4p va sau nay du c6 chét di anh
cling khong an han da phu long 6ng than
khau.
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Budi chiéu Thai va toi mG mot cudc
Nam tién vé phi truéng Cyu Kim Son
bing qua quan Dala. Bat dau tli quén
nay tré xudng thanh pho c6 vé budn va
tiéu diéu. Nha ctia thap, nho, phan 16n
chi cd hai hay ba tting. Lac ddc nhiing cu
x4 x4y ngay trén suon doi 4n hién trong
cay khong khac gi canh mot budi chiéu
suong mu Da Lat.

Nha ctia 8 My c6 thé tam chia thanh
ba loai chinh. Cao 6¢ choc troi thudng
thay & trung tam thanh pho, noi dat hep
ma can chda nhiéu ngudi. Nha hai tling
cd vuon xung quanh la loai nha ly tuéng
clia nguoi My ngoai 6 va vung queé. Loai
thu ba, binh déan va ré tién la nhiing nha
xe kéo. Nha nay c6 hinh dédng giong nhu
mot toa xe lta v6i nhiéu banh xe phia
duéi. Trong nha cling du tién nghi toi
thiéu nhu ti vi, ta lanh, bép dién, nha
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cau. Nha xe kéo dugc tap trung & mot
khu dit rong cho thué da thiét tri san
sang hé thong dién nudc. Moi khi phai
di chuyén di lam an xa, chtt nhan nha xe
kéo thué hang thau 16i ca toa nha va bau
doan thé ti cta minh di theo nhu chiéc
xe ctia doan cai luong luu dién mién qué.

O nhiing con dudng xung quanh
phi truong Cyu Kim Son la noi ta dé
gap nhiéu ngudi Viét Nam nhat. Ho méi
t6i My hodc sap trd vé cling nhu nhiéu
ngudi A chau khéc.

Thuc vay, mot todn sdu ngudi van
quan phuc dang di vé hudéng ching toi.
Trong sau bd quan 4o mua dong bang
ga-ba-din xdm do nganh quan nhu thuc
hién khong lay gi lam dep dé cho lam
chung t6i biét ngay do la nhiing si quan
dong huong véi chung t6i sang du hoc.
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Théi ndy ra mot y nghi nghich
ngom :

— Anh d€ yén t6i xem bon nay
néu khong cé ai quen, t6i rdn choi ho
mot luc cho d& budn.

— R6n cach nao ?
— Yén tri cho day coi.

Nhung Thai chua kip thuc hién y
dinh thi nhém si quan du hoc da ré vao
tiém cafeteria gan day. Ho xép hang mot
sau nhiing nguoi My dé€ cho 1dy khay,
chén, dia mua thtic an theo 16i self ser-
vice. Troi khong lanh 1am, nhiing nguoi
dia phuong chi mac thém mdt 4o len
hodc 4o choang mong. Trong luc ay
nhiing si quan Viét Nam mdi t6i va con
phai di ntia chua tién ma va-li d€ thay do
van phdi deo dang bd quan phuyc tiét dai
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han, chiéc ba-d¢-xuy con ndng né cap
trén tay. Cé ngudi mac luon trén minh
cho tién mdc dau day com va cd vé kho-
ng hop thai trang.

Su hién dién cta nhiing ngudi chau
A, 40 rét cing minh gitia ddm quan chung
y phuc mua thu ciing cé vé dac thu 16i
cudn sy chua y ctia nhiéu ngudi. Nhung
s’ cht y cia nhiing ngudi My nay biéu 16
cam tinh hay lanh dam thi hoi khé doan
vi nhiing cdp mat mau xanh 16 do ctua ho
chang biéu 16 mdt nét tinh cdm nao du
yéu, du ghét.

Phia trdi chung t6i hai si quan khac
dang tién t6i. MOt ngudi mang cap hién
thiéu uy va mot trung ay. Toi dé€ y trén
tay 4o hai ngudi miéng phu hiéu ghi hai
chit VIET NAM thuong 1¢ da dugc g&
di con tro lai ba nut cuc bam c6 don.
Co6 mot vai si quan Viét Nam t6i My da

Phdn 6



Thanh phé budn thiu | 233

phéi giau quoc tich minh néu noi dang
di qua phong trao phan chién qua manh
hay la ho phai gidi quyét nhiing van dé
quan trong ngang hang véi an va nga ma
khong c6 ghi trong chuong trinh du hoc.
Thai t6i trudc mat hai ngudi gio tay chao
bang tiéng Anh :

— Chao hai 6ng, hai 6ng la si quan
Viét Nam ?

Ong thiéu uy hanh dién :

— Phai t6i viia tu Sai Gon qua. Con
hai 6ng chac & day lau r6i ? Cac ong la
Phi Luat Tan hay Thdi Lan ?

Thai tra 16i ngay khong suy nghi,
van bang tiéng Anh :

— Toi la ngudi Thai. Toi kham phuc
si quan Viét Nam lam.
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Ong thiéu ty cé vé dacy:

— Ong nhan xét ding 1dm. C4c si
quan Viét Nam déu gidi vi ho déu trudng
thanh trong khdi lta. Vi dy nhu téi tuy
mdi gia nhap quan doi chua day hai ndam
nhung t6i da tham duy hau hét cac tran
danh I6n tai Viét Nam. Khe Sanh, Pleime,
Ashau, Chu Prong déu cé t6i tham du.

— Chac o6ng phai c¢6 nhiéu huy
chuong lam ?

— Phai ! T6i da dugc an thudng trén
hai muoi huy chuong du loai trong hai
nam qua. Anh trung uy ban t6i con gan
da hon ntia. Minh anh c¢é téi bon muoi
huy chuong.

Vién trung uy hoi boi roi, to vé
nguong nghiu trudc su khoe khoang cta
ban, chua kip néi gi thi da bi gat phat :
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— Gat dau dai di ! Dan Xiém chung
ngu si biét me gi dau ma phai ngugng.

Thai van than nhién hdi thém :

— Chac cac anh phai chiu sy huan
luyén cyc nhoc lam nén mdéi xuat sic
nhu vay. Toéi c6 & Viét Nam sdu thang.
T6i mén nguoi Viét lam.

Vién trung uy vé mit thodng tuoi
1én. Ong hoi Thai :

— Ong ¢6 sang Viét Nam roi. Ong
sang nam nao ¢ O dau ?

Thai cudi xo0a tra 16i bang tiéng Viét :

— Toi sang tu nam 1945 tdi nay va &
My Tho.

Vién thi€u uy hoi nguong mdt thoang
ing d6 nhung trdn tinh ngay. Ong dap
1én vai Thai :
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— Bo6 khi, cing Mit véi nhau ma lam
bon nay mat bao nhiéu thi gi¢ d€ ca tung
cudc chién diu gian kho cua dan toc...
Cac anh sang day ti bao gio ? Sap stia di
phuong mo ?

Sau may cau xa giao va cai xiét tay,
vé hoat bat ctia 6ng thiéu uy da chinh
phuc cam tinh cua chung t6i va ca bon
nguoi dit nhau vao udng nudc trong
mot drugstore gan day.

*

Thang canh chét ctia Cyu Kim Son
ma chung t6i t6i xem vao sding hom sau
la cau Golden Gate. Cay cau son do mot
nhip hon cay so nay la cay cau treo dai
thu nhi thé gidi sau cau treo Brooklyn,
Niiu Udc.
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Nam ngudi trong bon ching toi
hdo hiic mang theo bon may anh va kha
nhiéu phim mau véi muc dich chup that
nhiéu hinh anh ky niém canh cay cau déc
ddo lting danh nay. Mau do tuoi cua cay
cau, mau xanh clia nuéc bién, mau xam
cta chan cau nhu btic c6 thanh va muén
mau di dong cua hang trdm ngan xe di
chuyén. Tat cd nhiing thi do6 chi dung
lam boi canh cho mdt ngudi ding cudi
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toe toét la chinh minh thiét tuéng khong
con tdm hinh mau nao trén thé gisi dep
cho bang. Nhiing tdim hinh chup cach
day may hom, cau nhé va md mit qua.

Nhung thai tiét sang nay lam chung
toi that vong. Du da ding siing ngay dudi
chan, suong phu m& mit chiéc cau chi 1o
ra mdt doan chling vai chuc thudc, mau
sat son do tuci dep moi ngay chi con la
mot mau nau, duc nhd nhé nhu ly dau
dé banh loc.

Chung t6i di bo sang hué vién Nhat
Ban trong khu vudn Golden Gate gan dé.
G day c6 nhiing kién tric nhiing ciy c6i
ddc biét Nhat Ban, c6 gian hang ban buu
thi€p ky niém va cac san pham Phu Tang
do cdc c6 gdi Nhat duyén dang trong coi.

Noi t6i sinh hoat cia ngudi Nhat
& Cuu Kim Son khong thé quén Trung
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Tam Nhat Ban dang dugc kién thiét.
Nguoi Nhat nudi tham vong bién trung
tam thanh khu riéng cta Nhat trong
Cyu Kim Son d€ phuc vu cho muéi ngan
ngudi Nhat song tai ving nay nhu ngudi
Tau da bién Chinatown thanh moét thu
Chg Lén trong nuéc My vay.

Bén ngoai hué vién Nhat Ban, nhiéu
gia dinh My nam ngoi rai rac trén co.
Hom nay 1a cht nhyt ho dua gia dinh téi
day pich nich. Trén mot vai con dudng
xung quanh cong vién Golden Gate, tiing
todn thanh nién nam n@ hip-py, dau toc
roi bu van quan do xanh dé loe loet, co
c6 chi vdn quan 16t va ao la may bang
quoc ky My dang ling xdng chan khach
qua dudng ban bdo riéng ctia ho.

Mit trdi da lén cao. Chung toi trd lai
chan cau Golden Gate. Suong mu chua
tan dugc bao nhiéu. Chiéc cau cting chi
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rd6 thém dugc vai ba thudc. Biét du co
cho t6i chiéu, cting khong thé chup dugc
nhiing tam anh rd hon, chung toi bén ru
nhau di vung khac.

Sau may ngay luu lai Cyu Kim Son,
gi® day ca bon mudi ngudi chung toi lai
tap hop dong du tai phi trudng dé chudn
bi bay sang mién Dong nudc My. Nhiing
nguoi ban mdéi quen cling c6 mdt dong
du dé€ chao tam biét ching toi, trong s6
nay cO nhién c6 ca c6 Padelford.

Khi chiéc may bay da 1én kha cao va
xa thanh pho téi vai cay so, Thai va toi
van con cham chua nhin Cuu Kim Son
dudi mat minh qua khung ctia hep nhu
luyén ti€c. Cau Golden Gate, cdy cau mé
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hodc t6i tu khi t6i chi nhin trong sach
hay trén man anh, khi t6i ddt chan téi
Cuu Kim Son, khi t6i ti gid n6, hdm nay
éo le thay lai hién rd6 duéi chan day du,
tron ven, do ryc trong anh nang chan
hoa.

T6i bao Thai :

— Cai cau kia la mot kién trac lam
hanh dién cho Cuu Kim Son, c¢6 1é vi thé
nén ngudi My dat tén la cau Cdia Vang.
Nhung gia dé cho t6i dat tén t6i sé goi nd
la Ctia Chau A.

— Tai sao ?

— Vi nhiéu ly do. Trudc hét, véi
cai tham vong ctia mét ngudi da vang
cO nén van hoa co kinh hon dan bach
dién, ngudi A chau van thuong coi chau
A bao gém ca Théi Binh Duong, nhu
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vdy Cuu Kim Son chi 1a mét céi ctia dé
chung ta di vao chau My. Riéng cdi thanh
phé chua day mot triéu dan nay, du cé
cd ngudi Phap, ngudi Y, ngudi Tay Ban
Nha nhung ngudi A vin lam n6i bat sic
thai ctia ho vdi khu Trung Hoa tu hang
tram ndam nay va Trung Tam Nhat Ban
sap hoan thanh trong tuong lai.

Bang mot giong cham biém thudng
1¢, Thai hoi :

— Hét ha 2 Con ly do nao niia
khong ?

Toi can moi khong dap. Con chii !
Con nhiéu ly do lam. Ly do gan gii va
thuc té€ nhit khong ai chéi cai rang Cuu
Kim Son chinh la thanh phé dé cho
ngudi chau A biét nuéc My. Du 1ai buon,
du khéch, chinh tri gia hay du hoc sinh
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néu tii A chau t6i thing My déu phéi qua
Cyu Kim Son. Ngay ca cac quan nhan téi
My qua phi trudng quan sy Travis ciing
phéi téi Cyu Kim Son réi méi dén cac
quan trudng hay don vi.

Néu khong c6 sy bat budc nay thi sé
c6 nhiing ngudi A t6i My chi biét c6 don
trai ma ho theo hoc, chi biét cé nhiing
tinh nho ma ho téi vi cong viéc riéng. Ho
sé khong bao gid bié€t t6i nhiing thanh
pho 16n tiéu biéu cia My nhu Hoa Thinh
Dén, Chicago, Nitu Ubc hay Cyu Kim
Son. Mudn du lich tai mot quoc gia dat
tién lén trén tat ca moi sy nhu nudc My
phai chiu ton kém lam.

Do do6 su kién bat budc phai ghé
Cyu Kim Son la mét diéu may man cho
nhiing ngudi chau A nghéo.
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Tuy nhién nhting ly do sau nay cta
toi, toi chi nghi trong bung ma khong
ddm ndi ra.

To61 sg ban t6i budn !

thang chin 1970
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CHAN CHUOTNG

uy rang mai sau gio chiéu maéi

lén may bay nhung Tuan da
thanh todn tién va tra phong tu tdm gio.
Git thém phong tl sdng téi trua dé nghi
ngoi cling phai trd thém hai d6 la nhu &
qua dém. Ubng lam !

Tu phong tro ra t6i phi trudng
khong xa chi do ba hay bon tram thudc
thé ma tac-xi cling tinh mét do la. Cai
dong do la khong hay mat gia nhu dong
bac Viét nén quy lam. Tuidn phai tiét
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kiém né. Tuadn di bo. Hai chiéc va-li day
quan o, tang phdm ky niém va hang ho
Tuan mua cd nam nay, cong kénh qua.
Hai tay xach hai chiéc khong noi. Chang
xach tung chiéc mot. i mdt quang lai
ddt chiéc nay & 1€ duong d€ quay lai xach
chiéc kia. Cti thé khodng mudi 1dm hay
hai muoi phut sau, Tuan va hai chiéc va-
li ¢6 16n cling t6i dugc phi trudng.

Tai day chang cling da thay vai nguoi
ban cung khéa c6 mdt roi. Ho gép nhau
bat tay hén hd mling r6. Mot ndm trdi xa
qué huong, gia dinh d€ hoc hoi nhiing
diéu hay, 1€ la noi My quoc vi dai nay,
hom nay chuén bi trd vé thi ai ma khong
mung 0.

Tuan va mot ngudi ban cung ngoi
xudng hang ghé doi, hai chiéc va-li dé
dudi dat. Tuan hoi :
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— Anh va Huy cung di véi nhau sao
anh lai t6i day c6 mot minh ¢
Ngudi ban tra 16i :

— T6i ca hai chu ! Nhung n6 con ra
P.X. mua do.

— PX.nao ¢
— P.X. & can ct nay chu dau ?

— O day khong goi 1a PX. ma phai
goi B.X.

Ngudi ban cai lai :

— P cht sao lai B dugc. Hop tac
xa ban hang cho quan nhan & dau ma
ching goi 1a PX.

— Nghi phép mudi lam ngay toi vé
dday 6 mudi ngay, ngay nao chd di mua
hang, cha trong thay bién dé hai chi B.X.
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Anh vua vé t6i day moét tiéng dong ho
ma anh cai hoai.

Nguoi ban c¢6 vé duodi, nhung van
chua chiu thua. Anh hoi van lai :

— Anh noi thé€ thi t6i chju. Nhung
P.X. la viét tat ctia hai chii Post Exchange
nghia 1a noi mua ban trong don trai, con
B.X. la viét tat chia cai gi ?

Lan nay t6i lugt Tuan cdé vé duoi.
Mot ndm trdi & Hoa Ky, Tudn mua hang
G ca chuc PX. roi, Tuin biét do 1a Post
Exchange, nhung B.X. thi tii ngay vé
can cu hang khong Travis nay Tuan méi
trong thay lan dau. Nhung hoi dau ma
tam nguyén ti ngi mat thi gid, Cua biét
¢ day ban hang ré 1a dugc r6i. Hom nay
bi Khanh héi vin, Tudn méi ngin ngudi
ra. O ! Tai sao lai B ma khong 13 P nhi ?
Hay la & day la mién Nam nuéc My dan
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chung dia phuong cing c6 théi quen
doc chii P thanh ch@ B nhu dong bao
cua Tuidn & mién Nam Viét Nam. Tuin
gat guco vé dacy!

Chang toan ndi y kién cho Khanh
nghe thi chgt ngling lai ngay dugc khi
nghi ra rang néu ngudi My mién Nam cé
doc chit P khac nguoi Bac di chang niia
thi khi viét van viét 1a P chu dau c6 viét
sai chinh ta.

Midt Tudn lai tht ra. Khanh thay
dén dugc ban vao cho bi ciing khoai roi
nén khong héi thém. Va lai néu héi mai,
Tudn bi qua lai yéu cau Khanh giai thich
thi gay ong lai dap lung 6ng. Khanh hoi
sang chuyén khac :

— Anh mua gi ma hai va-li day 4p
thé ?
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Tuén ap ung :

— Co gi dau. Do dung lat vat cong
kénh véi it qua vé tdng ba con, ban bé !

— Mua gi thi nd6i dai ! Cung canh véi
nhau c6 gi ma giau.

Tuan cudi khong dap.

Phi trudng luc 4y da dong hon trudec.
Mot chiéc phi co phan lyc tii Viét Nam
chd theo mot s6 linh My hdi huong.
Clng cé cad mdt s6 quan nhan Viét du
hoc cung di chuyén may bay nay. Méi téi
My lan dau, ho b&é ngd, ngo ngac, chay
ling xang. Gap nguoi Viét sap trd vé ho
mung r& tGi gan bat tay chao héi. Ho tiu
tit mua buu thiép in hinh phong canh
Travis gui v€ cho vg con biét la minh da
t6i Hoa Ky. C6 ngudi lam quen ngay véi
nguoi sap trd vé, hoi cho & roi gui thu
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tay cho ngudi ban hoi huong mang vé ho
cho vo con mau biét tin 1a minh da vuot
Thai Binh Duong binh an vo su.

Khanh ra Tuan :

— Con nhiéu thi gio 1am, t6i v6i anh
ra commissary mua it nho di!

— Mua dé vao dau ?

Hoi xong cau dy, Tuan chgt nhé ra
khong thay Khanh mang theo wva-li.
Chang ngac nhién hoi ban :

— Va-li cta anh va Huy dé€ dau ?
— Trong kia.

Via ndi Khanh vtia chi tay vé phia
cudi phong noi cé mét day 6 kéo & sat
tudng. Do la nhiing ngén t4 cho thué.
Ban chi viéc bo mdt dong hai muoi lam
xu bang kim khi vao cai 16 nho phia trén
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moi ngdn t, mot chiéc chia khda sé roi
ra. Ban m& ngén ta va cho doé dac vao,
khoa lai roi di choi. Chi phién mot nodi
ngdan tu chi c6 ¢ nho nén khong thé dé
dugc nhiing va-li ¢& 16n nhu cta Tuan.
Chang hoi Khanh :

— Va-li cia anh va Huy gti trong
dé dugc. Thé cac anh khong mua do gi
mang veé a ¢

Khanh lic dau :

— Mua lam gi cho ndng. Hang lau
ctia My & Sai Gon thd gi khong c6 ma
phdi mua & day mat cong.

— Thé anh mang tién vé u ? Vé Tan
Son Nhat phai khai r6i doi theo gia chinh
thuc thi dn thua gi ?

Khanh biu moi :
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— Stic may ma khai !

— Khong khai, quan thué ho kham
thay ho tich thu.

Khanh cudi hé hé :

— Mot nam troi & My anh c6 dé
danh dugc hai ngan don khong ? Néu
dugc, anh do6i 14y toan gidy mot dong dé
mang vé hay sao ma s¢ kham. Anh vao
bing doi toan lac biéu bd vao vi thi ai
kham vi anh ?

Mubén d€ cho Tuidn hiéu lac biéu
(large bill) 1a nhiing tha gidy 16n ma
dung tdm doi ciing khong khé khén g,
Khanh méc vi 14y ra nam t6 gidy tram
x0e ra nhu cai quat phay phdy 1én ma va
noi dua :

— Lén mdy bay ndng, lay cdi nay ma
quat thi suéng biét may. V€ Sai Gon doi
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gia chg den ba tram dong mot don. Anh
xach ca hai va-li day quan cao bdi va 4o
banlon mét ma c6 bang khong ¢ Ma luc
nao anh ciing khu khu ngoi trong va-li
khong dam di dau.

Qua la Khanh noi dung. Ket hai
chiéc va-li Tuan khong thé bd do di theo
Khanh, nén Khanh da di mét minh. Hoa
qua & day chi c6 nho ngon va ré nhat.
Ba cac mdt bich nho tuci mong mong
ndng téi hon ntia can tay. Mua 6 Sai Gon
phai bon nam trdm doéng, Nhiéu ban
be ctia Tudn cling da ban tinh khi vé sé
mua vai ky nho mang vé lam qua. Nho
bd vao sac cadm tay khong s¢ bé nat ma
cling khong bi trti vao s6 100 can Anh
dugc phép mang theo. Nhung bay gis
da 16, Tuan khong thé r&i phi trudng.
Tuan danh t6i may tiém ban do lat vat
ngay bén trong phi trudng ngam nghia
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nhting d6 ban tai day nhu quan do, dao
cao, sach bao, thudc danh rang, dong ho,
nudc hoa v.v... Thinh thodng chang lai
li€c vé phia hai chiéc va-li I6n & phia xa
xem con hay mat.

Poéng ho chi muodi gis. Cac ban be
cung hoc mot khoa, 6 cing mot trai véi
Tuan, gio day da c6 mdt gan du tai phi
trudng. Khi man khoa hoc tat ca déu
dugc nghi mudi lan ngay phép co6 luong
va dugc phat tridc mot so tién 10 phi
tinh theo khodng cach ti trudng hoc téi
phi truong Travis la chdng cudi dé€ 1én
mady bay vé nudc.

Vi noi Tuan hoc & mién Dong nudc
MY, phi trudng Travis ¢ tan mién Tay
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nén so tién 16 phi phat trudc lén téi gan
hai tram do la. Cé ngudi xai sang dung
tién nay mua vé mdy bay cho nhanh.
Phuong tién nay dat tién nhat. C6 nguoi
di bang xe lta d€ xem xe ltia cia My ra
sao ¢ Nhung da s6 déu st dung xe buyt,
mot phuong tién giao thong ré tién va
dé la ca. Di xe buyt chi hét ntia s6 tién 10
phi dugc cap phat, doc dudng khi bing
ngang nudc My, thay thi tran nao thich
thua thi xuong & lai mot hai ngay. Chan
lai 1én xe buyt khac khong phai doi vé.
Do dac da dugc hang xe gtii vé Travis tu
trudc.

Co6 nguoi ti€t kiém tién ma cling
khong thich du lich thi thdéi gian nghi
phép ho & lai ngay noi hoc, tién tro dugc
ré chi phai tra nam cac hay mot do la
moét ngay. Tuan ciing khong thich du
lich, nén man khoéa 1a vé huéng nhiing
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ngay phép ngay & cin cui nay dé chd ngay
ve nugc. Co diéu Tudn tudng gia tién tro
& day cing nhu & cac can cu khac khong
ngo lai dat gap doi ba.

Mot c6 ban gai cung hoc v6i Tuan
nghi phép di Nitu Ué6c, Chicago lu bu
gi® nay cling c6 mat kia roi. Trong co cé
vé banh lam. Mdc duyp ngan, c6 ciling
mang doi v6 ni-long mdéng bo sat dui nhu
nhiing ngudi dan ba My chinh cong. Mot
hai anh My tré di cing xe, tiu tit xach va-
1i ho ¢6, lich su nhu ngudi Tay phuong.

Nhiéu ngudi Viét hoc & cac tiéu bang
khéc cling c6 mdt tai day dé vé nudc cung
chuyén may bay véi Tudn.

*

Khanh di khoéi mot luc thi Tuan gap
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Hiép va Tri, hai ngudi dugc bon Tuan
goi la cdp bai trung. Ho cling rdi trudng
ngay sau khi tan khoa, noi la di Hoa
Thinh D6n. Tuan hoi :

— Hai anh & Hoa Thinh Do6n lau thé
chidc vui lam nhi ?

— DPau ¢6. O Hoa Thinh Dén ton
lam, c6 mot ngay la bon nay vé day lién.

— Sao t6i khong gap cac anh ¢
— Chung t6i 6 Cyu Kim Son.

— Troi! O d6 chiu sao ndi tién 0 ten.
Chac phai it nh4t nam don mot ngay.
Hiép noi :

— O khu Tau con ré hon & day. Khu
dé cé nhiing 6 ten cho thué tuin, moi
tudn muoi don. Hai thang chung t6i &
chung nhau moéi thang mét c6 nam doén
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c6 ré hon anh & day mot tuan mudi bon
don khong. An u6ng ciing tién. Ra khu
Tau mua da thu vé ndu lay. Rau cai, rau
can, xu hao, moc nhi, dua chua cé6 du.
T6i gi ma vé day an hamburger...

Tudn ngan nguoi, ngtia dau nhin lén
tran co chiéu nhu tiéc ré.

*

Mudi moét gio bat dau can do. Khong
khi khu vic nay nhon nhip han lén.
Hanh khach cé vé xép hang mot, lan lugt
t6i quay can My va Viét Nam xép hang
1an 16n. Khanh va Huy chi ¢c6 mdi ngudi
mot va-li nhé nén phang phang xép hang
trudc. Nhiing ngudi c6 nhiéu dé con nan
na nghe ngéng. Trong lugng moi ngudi
dugc mang theo t6i da 1a moét tram can
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Anh. Khanh va Huy can xong lay giay,
thong tha di ra. Mot ngudi khac bi cac
nhéan vién can hang tu choi cap giay vi
va-li 6ng ndng t6i mot tram hai muoi
can. Ho yéu ciu 6ng bd bét d6. Nan nj,
phan tran, cai co rdi cudi cung d6ng phai
xach va-li ra ngoai hang. Su kién nay la
mot bién co6 doi véi nhiing ngudi chua
can ma mang do quad cong kénh nhu
Tuan. Ho xum lai xung quanh 6ng khach
mdt tram hai muoi ky héi thim. Ong mé
va-li 1dy d6 dac ra ngam nghia can nhac,
xem nén bo thu nao git thd nao.

Mot 6ng to con dung bén noi :

— Toi 6 ddy mudi ngay roi. Hom nao
toi cling ra coi can do. Thuong thudng
qua mdt hai chuc can né van cho di.
Hom nay kho vi cach day may hom cé
mot 6ng ngudi minh giy go véi tui nd
day ma.
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— Sao ¢ Piu dudilam sao ?

— Cua dang t0i 6ng ay mang hoi
nhiéu do. Co 1é t6i mot tram sau muoi
ky. O day chiing né khong chiu. Ong nin
ni mai n6 cting khong nghe, 6ng noi véi
mot thang trung Gy My né ciing tu choi.
Ttic minh 6ng lay b6t do vt vao sot rac
va bao thang My rdng :

— Anh & day yén 6n anh lam kho
bao gio anh sang Viét Nam thi anh méi
biét.

Hom sau thi thdy c6 moét nit dai uy
My kiém soat viéc can do. Con me néi
rang :

— 'T6i la dan ba nén khong sang Viét
Nam chién dau dau.

Trong luc 4y, nhiing hanh khach Viét
My va cac qudc gia khac van tuln ty xép
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hang dé chd can d6. Ngudi My sang Viét
Nam, Wake hay Xung Thang ddo nham
don vi méi thudng mang it do dac, hon
1a cac hanh khach A chau tit My trd vé.

Hai va-1 i ctia Tuan tuy do s¢ cong
kénh nhung bén trong chi c6 quan 4o,
bup bé, va cac d6 nhe nén téng s6 trong
lugng chua téi mot tram can. Nhan vién
phu trdch can mim cudi chung nhédn
trén vé may bay ctia Tuan. Tudn thé phao
khoan khodi. Gi¢ thi nhe nhang, tho théi
rong choi dé cho téi gio 1én may bay ma
thoi. Khong biét lam gi, Tuan ngoi xudng
hang ghé gin do giai tri bang cach quan
sat nhiing ngudi can sau.

Lac do t6i lugt Ban. Chiéc va-li 16n
ctia anh ndang 115 can. Khong co gi tré
ngai. Nhung ngudi linh Hoa Ky yéu cau
anh can chiéc ti vi Zenith 12 inh anh
dang cam trén tay.
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Pan cudi duyén :

— It's my handbag. (Cdi nay xach tay
ma) !

Nguoi linh My khong chiu. Dan
phan tran bang mdt thi Anh ngii 6n ton,
cham rai. Vién ni dai ay t6i gan va giai
thich :

— Ti vi khong dugc ké la do xach
tay. Xach tay phai nhe va nho nhu an
dinh trén béng kia.

No6i roi, ba ghi trén vé ctia Ban mot
dong chi “Khong c6 xdch tay mang
theo” trudc khi trao trd Dan va ciing an
can ddn chiéu nay khi ra ctia chiéc ti vi
cta chang sé khong dugc chap nhan.

Vu rac r6i thi hai nay da tao ra nhiéu
quyét dinh méi & phia sau. Con mudi
hai ngudi nia thi téi lugt Thuan dugc
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can, nhung chang tach ra khoi hang
mang chiéc va-li nhé t6i mot tru s6 buu
dién gan day gui vé Viét Nam theo 16i
buu kién. Khong biét bén trong c6é nhiéu
do ddng tién hay khong, nhung Thuan
da phai chiu trd cudc phi gan hai muoi
do la.

Trén hang ghé cho dgi chd gin tiém
dn, Ban viia mé chiéc va-li nho : hon
muoi bich nho va dao tuoi mong mong
hién ra duéi mat moi ngudi. Ban boc hét
cac bich nho ra mai ban be. Chang chia
ca cho miy em nho Hoa Ky, mdi dua
vai chum. Me ching cdm on ngudi ban
Viét rdi rit. Trong vong mudi ldm phut
biia tiéc trdi cay hoan tat. Ban thu nhdt
nhiing cudng trai cay vao va ly dong lai
roi liéng ca va ly vao thuing rac. Va-li do
ctia Ban, chang da can tht hom qua : viia
ding mot tram mudi can. SO nho mdéi
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mua trén hai muci can, Ban dinh xach
tay mang lam qua nhung ké hoach da
phai huy bo vao phut chét.

Hai va Nhat la nhiing ké an choi hao
hoa phong nha nén khéng cé lo lang gi
cd. Bao nhiéu tién ho da tiéu gan hét khi
& My. Hanh ly hoi huong cta ho ké ca
do dac ban be gui mang h¢ ciing chua
t6i mot tram cdn mdi ngudi. Qua la lac
ngheo tam hon thanh thoi that.

Trén hang ghé dai déi dién day hoc
ta cho thué, mét ngudi Viét khac dang
ngoi noi huyén thuyén véi mot ha si va
hai trung si My v€ phong canh Sai Gon,
vé chién cudc tai Viét Nam, vé quan 4o va
nhan sic dan ba A bong. Ong ndi tiéng
Anh rat thao va lich sy. Tuy cap bac ba
ngudi My sap sang Viét Nam chién dau
bao vé ty do con nhoé hon nguoi ban A
chiu rat nhiéu nhung 6ng nay van goi ho
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1a sir (ngai) nhu da s6 nhiing ngudi noi
tiéng Anh lich thiép.

Cudc dam thoai tay tu rat tuong
dic : Ngudi ban A chau moi Coca Cola.
Nhiing ngudi ban Hoa Ky mdi lai thuoc
Salem, la-ve Budweiser. C6 di c¢6 lai dang
hoang.

Lat sau ca bon nguoi ding day tién
t6i xép hang chd can hanh ly. Ngusi A
chau khé né xach chiéc va ly Samsonite
16n va mdéi. Hai quan nhan My mau tay
xach ho hai chiéc va-li nhoé cho 6ng ban
vui vé c6 duyén nhung qua kénh cang.

*

Thoi gid con nhiéu, khong biét lam
gi dé tiéu khién trong khi ch¢ dgi, Tudn
vao tiém tap phdm chon mot s6 buu
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thiép hinh anh dé ky niém. Chang ciing
mua thém ba cip khuy 4o. G day ho ban
ré, moi cdp c6 mot do la. Mot do la ma
tinh gid chinh thic cing hon moét tram
dong, néu gia chg den cé thé Ién téi ba
tram. TU ngay di My, Tudn mac phai cai
tat x4u 1a hé moi lan tiéu mon gi la lai
hay doi chiéu tién My vdi tién ta theo ca
hai gia den va trang.

Chon mai chi c¢6 nhiing cap khuy
c6 khac chii N la ki€u dep. Suy nghi can
nhac r6i Tudn mac tui tra tién bung nghi
tham :

— Gia n6 khac chii T. hay chi S. thi
tién qud. Nhung thoi ré thi cd mua. Cat
di, biét dau cha cé luc minh phai giao
dich vé6i nhiing ngudi tén Ngan, Ngac
hay Nha, Nha thi cé san do6 biéu ho.
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Tudn thung thang di vé phia cudi
day ra ngoai ngam trdi. Ngam cho ky di.
Hom nay la ngay cudi cung may dugc
nhin ngam nén troi van minh My quoc.
Mai day may lai tr§ vé qué huong tao
loan, dau kho, chét chéc véi nhiing cong
viéc hang ngay ndng né trong si ménh
bao vé tu do.

Pang mo mang, Tudn givt minh khi
Khanh téi phia sau vo lén vai :

— Anh an gi chua ¢
— To6i dn rdi ?

— Khat qud ! Vao cafeteria kiém ly
stia tuoi uéng di anh !

— Cam on anh t6i khong khat.

Khanh di khéi, Tuan rung minh. Noi
téi stia tuoi, Tuan lai nhé téi nhiing con
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daubung trién mién khi Tuan "tiép xuc"
lan dau véi nhiing mén d6 My nay cach
day mot ndm khi chang & trén dudng tu
Viét Nam ra di.

Voén tinh can than lo xa, Tuin di lan
vé phia day nha cu6i phi truong dé€ di giai
quyét moi van dé sinh ly mdt lan chét.
Chang day ctia budc vao phong tam dé
cdi bo bo quan 4o da cho d6 ndéng.

Trudc mat Tudn gan hai chuc quan
nhan Hoa Ky dang tam duéi hang hoa
sen cong cong. Tat cd déu tran trudng
nhu nhdng. Nhiing ngudi My den tran
trui nhu nhiing con gau. Nhiing ngudi
My trang nhé nhai, cao 16n, luc luéng.
Ho vua ky co viia nhai keo cao xu, viia
noi chuyén véi nhau nhu khi du da tiéc.
G day moi ngusi binh ding. Khong ky
thi, khong cap bac, khong dao quan.

Chdn chwong



272 | Ddng Trdn Hudn

Tudn thay xong 4o, budc voi ra khoi
phong tim. G My d3 lau nhung Tun vin
khong quen cai sac thai cdng dong, qua
tu nhién kiéu nay.

Chang tim sang phong bén canh,
nhin thay hinh vé dau ngudi dan ong
trén canh ctia, bén moéc tui 1dy mot cac
bd va 16 may tu dong, roi day ctia bude
Vao.

Troi da xam xam t6i. Chiéc Boeing
727 cd 1é da 1én cao t6i tdm ngan thudc.
Nhiing hanh khach My lim dim mat ngu.
Hanh khéach Viét Nam non nao nghi téi
qué huong moi luc mot gan, chua thé
ngu dugc. Ho doc bdo, doc sach hay noi
chuyén ri ram.
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Trén hang ghé phia trudc Tudn, hai
ngudi dang ban nhau chi tiéu nét nhiing
My kim cudi cung ho con giii :

— Nay, cau con dugc hai chuc don

khong ?
— Con.

— CAu c6 xem thoi khac biéu luc &
Travis khong ? May gid chuyén bay nay
ghé phi trudng Okinawa ?

— Khong nhé.
Im mot 1at, roi lai ¢ ti€éng ndi :

— P X. & Okinawa ré hon & My
nhiéu lam day ?

— Sao vay ?

— O My 1a viing d4t thai binh. Wake,
Okinawa hay Viét Nam dudgc coi la viing
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chién tran nén gid hang P X. ré hon vi
dugc mién moi sic thué.

— That khong ?

— C¢6 thang ban minh di chuyén
trudc ndi Okinawa la dat Nhat nén dong
ho Seiko & day chi c¢6 hai muoi don mot
cai.

Giong nguoi doi thoai c6 vé hén ho :

— Néu thé con bén chuc phai bat
thém hai cdi nia.

Tuan khong may chu y téi toan tinh,
cta cdc ban phia truéc vi Tuan khong
con tién. Tuan dé xap anh phong canh
Travis ra coi lai. Tuan chot cha y téi hai
chit Base Exchange. Thi ra B.X. la viét
tat hai ch@ nay. Tudn dinh goi Khanh
nhung ban chang ngo6i cach nhiing sau
hang ghé.
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Tuan l1Am bam :

— Travis AFB la Travis Air Force
Base, Can Ci Khong Quan Travis. Base
Exchange la noi mua ban dat trong mot
can cu.

Nhung ma thoi ! Nghi téi B.X. hay
P.X.1am gi khi trong tai chi con vai dong
bac cac mang vé dé lam vong deo tay.

Tuin han lim. G My hoc ca nim
trGi ma con qua ngd ngan. Tai sao Tudn
khong giti lac biéu nhu Khanh ? Tai sao
Tudn khong giti vai chuc dong dé lat nita
mua dong ho. Tai sao Tudn lai & Travis
ton tién phong hon ¢ Cyu Kim Son. Tai
sao ¢ Tai sao ?

Tudn gian lam, budt miéng chui thé:
— Té6i Okinawa thé déch nao ciing

c6 thang gay chan.
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Pang lim dim ngt, ngudi ban ngoi
bén Tudn tudng co tai nan xay ra, giat
minh hoét hoang :

— Sao ? Sao ? Ai gay chan ?

Tuin nhac lai :

— Téi Okinawa sé c6 thang gay chan.
— Tai sao ?

— May bay chi ghé c6 bon muoi ldm
phut ma thang nao cling muén chen lan
xudng trudc d€ vao PX. mua dong ho
Seiko ré, thi thé nao cha cé dua té hay
que chan !

thang chap 1969
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DON bOC:

CHUYEN VO CHONG
ctia DANG TRAN HUAN
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muon loai trén trai dat tu sau bo, chim
ca, voi ngua tdi... con nguoi.

* Céc ban da say mé CHUYEN CAM
DAN BA, (cu6n sach xuit ban 3 14n trong
4 thang va da hét) cac ban khong thé bd
qua CHUYEN V@ CHONG.

* CHUYEN V@ CHONG, la tap
truyén néi ti€fp CHUYEN CAM DAN
BA.
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