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Tran Mong Tu,
nha tho Viét dau tién
vao sach gido khoa Trung hoc My

Né'u quy vi m& cudn sach gido
J khoa dayvdn chuong “Glencoe
Literature” do nha xuat ban McGraw
Hill an hanh, quy vi sé thady m¢t bai tho
cta mot thi si Viét Nam dich sang tiéng
Anh di song song v6i bai dién van ndi
tiéng cua Tong thong Abraham Lincoln
trong thi Noi chién My, tai bai chién
trudng Gettysburg. D6 1a bai tho cta
Tran Mong Ta, The Gift in Wartime,
nhan dé tiéng Viét la “Qua Tang Trong
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Chién Tranh.”
Cao La

Hai tdc phdm trén dugc dem ra
dé day hoc sinh mo6n vin chuong Hoa
Ky. Trong phan thu ba ctia cudn sach
gido khoa, viét v€ van chuong thaoi ky
noéi chién Nam Bac & My va sau cudc
noéi chién, cac nha soan sach gido khoa
ctia cong ty Glencoe - McGraw Hill,
rat thong dung trong cac trudng trung
hoc & My da c6 sang kién dem bai tho
Tran Mong T4, qua ban dich Anh ngii
cho hoc sinh nghién ctiu song song véi
bai dién van tram hlung ctia Abraham
Lincoln, so sanh cach dung chii, cach
chon hinh anh, nhiing y tuéng trong
moi bai ctia hai tac gid. Day la mot kinh
nghiém van chuong quy bau ma cac hoc
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sinh My dugc huédng khi tiép xuc véi
mot thi s ngoai qudc dé€ thay hau qua
cta chién tranh trén tim hon mot phu
nd Viét Nam cling mang nhiing tinh
chat nhén ban va siu sac khong khac gi
vi tong thong ma tat ca moi nguoi My
déu quen thugc. Coé 1é sau nay hoc sinh
Viét Nam khi hoc vé van chuong thaoi
nodi chién Nam Bac & thé ky 20 ciing sé
cd co hoi nghién ctu bai tho ctia Tran
Mong Tu.

Trdan Mong Tu da cong tac véi Nhat
bdo Nguoi Viét ti lau, nhung chi tham
gia truc ti€p va lién lac thudng xuyén
vGi toa soan khi chdp nhan lam chu
but Phu N# Gia Dinh Ngudi Viét, xuat
ban nhu moét tudn bao tU cudi nam
2002. Vi thiét tha bédo vé phdm chat cua
t6 bao, Tran Mong Tu da dé nghi moi
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thang chi nén lam mot s6, do dé Phu
N Gia Dinh Ngudi Viét da tré thanh
mot nguyét san. Ban chatla motnhatho
chu khong phai nha bao, nhung Tran
Mong Ta da thich ung nhanh chéng
vGi nhiém vu chu but t6 Phu NG Gia
DPinh trong lic cu ngu tai Seattle, tiéu
bang Washington vung Tay Bac Hoa ky,
ma toa soan dat tai Westminster, mién
Nam California. Trong bai S6 Tao Ba,
ddng trong Phu N Gia Dinh Ngudi
Viét s6 Tét Gidp Than, Tran Mong Ta
da dua cot véi tinh trang phai bay di,
bay vé gitia hai tiéu bang Washington
va California trong cong viéc lam bao.

Bai S¢ Tdo Ba nay cho thay mot
khuén mat méi cta Tran Mong Tu,
nhu mot nha tho trao 1ong, nhin thé sy
vGi doi mat hai hudc! Nhung ban chat
cua Tran Mong Tu la mét nha tho tri
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tinh. Bai tho “Qua Tang Trong Chién
Tranh” 1a moét thi du tiéu biéu.

Trudc bién c6 thang Tu nam 1975,
Tran Mong Tt da lam tho trong khi con
di hoc cling nhu khi bat dau lam viéc
cho Associated Press, m0t hang thong
tan ngoai quoc ¢ Viét Nam. Sau khi
sang MV ti nan, doc gia da doc tho va
van Tran Mong Tu trén céac tap chi vian
chuong ctia ngudi Viét & nudc ngoai
nhu Vian, Hgp Luu, Van Hoc, Thé ky
21, vv...

Cac tac phdm cua Tran Mong Tu
thudng dugc chép lai va ding trén bao
chitiéng Viét & khap thé gidi. Nam 1990
nha xuit ban Ngudi Viét da an hanh
tuyén tip tho dau tién cta thi si tya la
“Tho Tran Mong Ta” Bon ndam sau,
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tap chi Thé Ky 21 in tap truyén ngan
va tuy but, nhan dé “Cau Truyén Cuta
La Phong” Hai ndm sau, tap chi Thé
Ky 21, cling 1a mot &n phdm do cong
ty Ngudi Viét sang lap nam 1989 va
ti€p tuc nudi dudng dén ngay nay, da
in tuyén tap tho thi nhi véi tya dé “Dé
Em Lam Gid” Nam 1999 nha xuit ban
Véan Nghé da in tap truyén ngan khac,
“Co6 Rom, va Nhiing Truyén Ngan.”

Bai tho “Qua Tdng Trong Chién
Tranh” dugc viét & Viét Nam, khi thi
s con rat tré, tu nhiing xtc dong trudc
cai chét ctia mot chién si quén lyc Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, ngudi yéu dau cua co,
sau do6 da dugc dang trén cac tap chi
khap noi ¢ hai ngoai.

Lan dau tién hai bai tho v€ chién
tranh ctia Tran Mong Tu xuét hién
trong thé gidi van chuong quoc té€ vao
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nam 1990, dang trong “Vision of War,
Dream of Peace,” (Vién anh chién tranh:
Gidc mo Hoa binh.) Dé 1a “The Gift
in Wartime”(Qua Tang Trong Chién
Tranh) va “ Dream of Peace” (Giac Mo
Hoa Binh) cé hai dugc dich sang Anh
Ngiti do Vann Phan, mét ky gid cling
cong tac véi Nhat bao Nguoi Viét.

“Vision of War, Dream of Peace” la
mot tuyén tdp Tho clia cac NG Quan
nhan va Y Ta phuc vu trong quéan doéi
My vao thoi ky chién tranh Nam-
Bac Viét Nam. Cudn sach ra mat tai
Washington DC vao ngay Cuyu Chién
Binh, Veteran’s 11 thang 11 ndm1990

Ban dich bai tho The Gift in
Wartime dugc in vao American
Literature textbook do nha xuit ban
sach gido khoa l6n nhat 8 My, Glencoe/
Mc.Graw-Hill phat hanh nam 1999,
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trong cac chuong v€ van hoc My trong
thoi Noi Chién Nam Bac My. Tho Tran
Mong Tu dugc gidi thiéu cho cac hoc
sinh so sanh véi bai dién van noi tiéng
The Gettysburg Address cta Tong
Thong Abraham Lincoln.

Bai dién van do Téng théng Lincoln
doc ngay 19 thang 11 ndm 1863 trong
dip khanh thanh mét nghia trang cho
cac tu si tai chién trudng Gettysburg,
ti€éu bang Pennsylvania. Trudc 6ng, mot
chinh trj gia va nha huing bién néi tiéng
da ndi suot 2 gid; dén lugt Lincoln ong
chi nédi trong vong 2 phut. Sau buoi Ié,
cac nha bao tuong thuat khong ai nhac
dén nhiing 16i Lincoln ndi, nhung dan
dan dan toc My da nhén ra délamot tac
phdm van chuong bat ha, xuét phat tu
tam long cua mdt nha lanh dao von rat
ghét chién tranh nhung phai dan dau
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nudc My trong mot cude chién bat dac
di va da thanh cong trong viéc bao v¢
mot quoc gia théng nhat véi nhiing ly
tudng tu do, binh dang. Cau noi dugc
ca thé gidi ngay nay nhac lai nhiéu lan
két thuc bai dién van ca ngoi cac chién
si da hy sinh dé mot “chinh phu cia
dan, do dan, va vi dan sé khong bi huy
diét trén trdi dat.”

Cudn sach gido khoa tiép theo da
gi6i thiéu thi si Tran Mong Tu, sinh &
tinh Ha Dong, Viét Nam, ngudi phu ni
c6 kinh nghi¢ém chinh minh song véi
nhiing hau qua cta cudc chién tranh
trong do hai triéu ngudi Viét Nam thiét
mang cliing nhu 57.000 ngudi My. Sau
khi doc bai tho Tran Mdng Tu, hoc sinh
dugc hudng dan véi nhiing cau hoi dé
khdm phd nhiing cam xuc ma tdc gia
goi cho ngudi doc cling nhu tim hiéu
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noéi dung bai tho. Cudn sach gido khoa
cling goi y cho hoc sinh tim hiéu vé ky
thuat, hoc sinh tu hoi tai sao thi si da
dung cac diép ngti va nhac lai cac hinh
anh dé giy an tugng noi ngudi doc. Sau
do, cac hoc sinh dugc moi so sanh hai
ang van chuong cung viét trong thaoi
noéi chién & hai quoc gia, hai thé ky
khéac nhau.

Abraham Lincoln doc bai dién van
ctua Ong truéc mot dam dong, va ong
nham vao céng chung.

Con Tran Mong Tua viét mot minh,
cho minh. Nhung hoc sinh ¢6 thé tim
thdy nhiing muc dich va cam xuc giong
nhau trong hai tdc ph4m ngan nay. Hoc
sinh cling dugc dip tim hiéu khai pha
su khac biét gitia hai nén vin héa cua
hai tdc gid, va tht héi mot ngusi My
thoi nay néu viét vé chién tranh thi sé
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viét gidng tac phdm nao.

i i

bé quy vi théong cam véi tac gia
Tran Mong Tu, chung tdi xin déng lai
nguyén van 2 bai tho cua thi si bang
tiéng Viét dudi day. Bai Qua Tang
Trong Chién Tranh (Trong American
Literature textbook) va bai Gidc Mg
Hoa Binh (Trong Vision of War, Dream
of Peace)
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Qua Tang Trong Chién Tranh

Em tdng anh hoa hong
Chon trong long huyét mdéi
Em tdng anh do cudi

Pht trén ndm mo xanh

Anh tdng em boi tinh
Keém v&i ngdi sao bac
Chiéc hoa mai mau vang
Chua deo cOn sdng béng

Em tdng anh tudi ngoc
Ctia nhiing ngay yéu nhau
DPa chét ngay tu luc

Em nhén dugc tin sau

Anh tdng em mui mau
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Trén 4o tran sa truong
Mau anh va mau dich
Xin em cung x6t thuong

Em tang anh may viong
Mat em ngay thang ha
Em tdng anh dong gia
Gitia tudi xuan cudc doi

Anh tdng mo6i khong cudi
Anh tang tay khong nam
Anh tang mat khong nhin
Mot hinh hai bat dong

Anh muon van ta 161
Xin hen em kiép sau
Ménh dan nay em giti
Lam di vat tim nhau.
Thang 7/1969
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Giac Mo Hoa Binh

Em nghe noi hoa binh
Trén nhiing t6 nhat bado
Em nghe noi hoa binh
Trén miéng nguoi lanh dao

Em d€ long kho khao

Om gi4c mo hoa binh
Mong chién tranh cham dut
Anh gia tii dao binh

Tin vé tU tran tuyén

Anh chét gitia chién trudng
Oi gidc mo kho khao

Chi con la dau thuong
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Tt khi em ra doi

Tt khi cé tri khon

Em thay toan chém giét
Em thay toan mau xuong

Tu khi em biét nghe

Tt khi em biét néi

Toan nhiing 16i gia doi
Toan nhiing 16i htta suéng

Tt khi em biét yéu
Tt khi em biét nhé
Anh d3 dan dgi cho
Ro6i anh khong vé nita

Qi gidc mo kho khao

Qi gidc mo hoa binh

Xay gitia long tham bao
Chét trude khi thanh hinh

Qi long non bé nho
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Nhu gidy trang thom tho
Vét muc den loang 16
Lam hoen 6 hon tho

Em da biét gian thu

Biét cudc doi doi tra
Trang nhat no6i hoa binh
Trang tu toan cdo pho

Em khong con bong bot
Tin nhiing 161 dau moi
Em bat dau tinh ngo
Thi da mat anh roi

Qi gidc mo hoa binh
Anbh trd bang su song
Em tra bang tai hon
Bang mot doi don doc
Thang 7/1969

Nguon:
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http://tiengthongreo.blogspot.
com/2014/05/tran-mong-tu-thi-si-
viet-nam-au-tien.html

Ban ti€éng Anh bai “Qua tang trong
chién tranh”
A Gift in Wartime

[ offer you roses

Buried in your new grave.

[ offer you my wedding gown

To cover your tomb still green with
grass.

I give you medals

Together with silver star,

And the yellow pips on my badge
Unused and still shining.

[ offer you my youth
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The days we were still in love.
My youth died away
When they told me the sad news.

I give you the smell of blood
From my war uniform.

My blood and my enemy’s,
So you could mourn us both.

I offer you clouds

That linger on my eyes on summer
days.

[ offer you cold winters

Amid my springtime of life.

I give you my lips with no smile

I give you my arms without
tenderness.

I give you my eyes with no sight
And my motionless body.
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My dear, a thousand apologies.
Please meet me in the next life.
This shrapnel is a token,

By which we shall find each other.

(Translated by Vann Phan)

Saigonthapcam.wordpress.com
Posted on September 9, 2020
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NGUOI VO TRE

B inh Thty, nam 1969. Budi t6i
LY mot ngay thang 8 nam 1969,
khi téi dang ngdi xem nhiing tdm anh
mau dam cudi gui ti My vé, sap xép
dé lam mot cuon album thi nghe tiéng
chuong ctia, tdi ra ma ctia, hét stic ngac
nhién khi thay Karl va anh Huén, la hai
nguoi ¢ s trudc mat.

Anh Huan lam phong t6i, phu trach
rifa phim, in hinh. Karl viia la phdéng
vién viiala nhi€p anh vién. Ca hai ngudsi
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nay chang bao gi¢ dén nha tdi vao gio
nay, cang chac chan la khong phai goi
toi di lam. Lac dé toi lam thu ky cho
hang thong tan Associated Press, cong
viéc ctia toilalo tat cd cac cong viéc linh
tinh cho hang: ti phat luong cho nhan
vién, giti sO chi thu, mua ban hinh anh,
thu ky cho 6ng chanh van phong, di
nghe hop bdo b tui, v..v... Nhung viéc
nay khong bao gi¢ phai lam cudi tuan
cling nhu khong bao gio lam ca dém.

Ca hai ngudi budc vao phong
khach, ca hai nhin t6i rdi ca hai nhin
nhau, khong ai muoén la ngudi nodi
trudce. Toi linh tinh cé diéu khong tot
nhung khong hiéu chuyén gi. Cudi
cung Karl néi:

— S& nhan duogc dién thoai ti Rach
Gia chi€u nay, ndi la Cung - chong cua
cO da tu tran.
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Toi diing ngdn nguoi nhin lai ca
hai khong noi dugc tiéng nao. Karl néi
tiép:

— Suot tu chiéu chung tdi lién lac
dugc v6i Rach Gid - Kién Giang xac
dinh tin r6 rang, c6 goi dién thoai véi
ba giam thi cua dai hoc x4 Tran Quy
Cap - me Cung, cu cting da nhan dugc
tin roi.

To6i ngo6i xudng nhin xudng hai got
chan minh khong nghe dugc gi tiép
ngoai tiéng x6n xao ctia cha me va gia

dinh.

Ching téi mdi cudi nhau sau 1€
phuc sinh vao thang tu. Cung tu tran
vao 30 thang 7 ndm 1969. Cung khong
phai la quan nhéan chinh gbc, anh t6t
nghiép dai hoc su pham ban Phép van,
va da di day dugc mdt nam, anh bi goi
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trong chuong trinh tong ddong vién, khi
nhan gidy bao phai nhéap ngi, anh dén
xin cha me t6i cho lam hon tha vi sg
sau nay s€ kho khan khi & quan doi.

Trén giay t0, toi cd chong tu thang
8 nam 1968. Luc lam dam héi, chu ré
tuong lai khong c6 mit, dang dong &
chi khu Tra Bong. Chi c6 me chong
mang trau cau sang, nghi cling tti than
nhung thoi chién ma biét sao dugc.
Sau dam cudi, Cung vé don vi, toi van
& nha véi cha me dgi Cung dugc biét
phai vé day hoc lai (b Gido duc hua
sé cho cac gido chuc dugc vé day hoc
lai vao thang 10 ndm 1969) roi sé ra &
riéng.

Chiéc may bay van tai My dap
xuong phi truéng Binh Thay - Can Tho,
ngudi phi cong phu quay xudng noéi
v6i anh trai ctia Cung va toi dang ngoi



Ngtbtog s | 33

canh chiéc quan tai, chung toi rat tiéc
la phai tha hai ngudi va quan tai xudng
day vi day la mdy bay quan doéi My cho
dau, chung t6i chi di dén Can Tho chu
khong vé dén Sai Gon. Dudi may bay
ma ra, mot chiéc xe nang (forklift) tién
dén truc quan tai ra khdi may bay dé
gitia long phi dao. Anh chong t6i dan,
em dung day anh vao gap 6ng x€p cua
phi truéng nay, may ra dugc giup dé6.

Budi trua thang 8, mat troi tde
nhiing chum nang gat bong chdi chang
trén san bay, cdi san bay rong 16n chdng
cho mdt chiéc 4o quan c6 phu xdc xéch
la quoc ky, may giot nén déng thanh
mang kho cung trang duc trén mau
vang cua la c6. Mot vai chiéc 14 cong
queo con x4t lai cia vong hoa con dinh
& do.
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Toi ty thay minh bé nhd, mong
manh trong chiéc do dai mau xanh
nhat, 40 nhau nat, téc bo phd, mdt ngo
ngac dung nhin xung quanh minbh, cai
san bay sao trong mong ménh thé ma
cai do quan thi sao bé ti, t6i diing bén
canh trong lai cang bé hon, san bay
khong mot bong ngudi, vai ba chiéc
may bay quéan su ddu rai rac bén canh
nhiing phuy dau chua kip xép vao kho.

Hinh nhu da ¢6 mui hdéi boc ra tu
a0 quan, t6i ding lui ra mot ti niia, xoa
tay 1én nguc thay minh nghet thd, nguc
nang va dau buot dau thau xudng tan
bung, t6i muodn ngat di, hai ngay mot
dém ¢ Kién Giang da lam t6i dudi suc,
toi co lam gi dau, to6i chi khong an,
khong ngu, khong khoc, khong ca vé
sinh, chac trong ngudi t6i khong con
nudc, ba me chong mét bén, anh chong
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mot bén, ho do stia dng Tho cho toi.

Ba me chong toi that gioi, ba co
kinh nghiém vé&i chién tranh, kinh
nghiém vé6i chét choc nén di don xdc
con ma ba con nhé dem theo hdp siia
ong Tho cho c6 con dau ti€u thu, c6 con
dau con mdi nhu bung lua chua théu:

— Con uong di, con ma guc xuong
day ntia thi me biét an néi lam sao véi
cha me con.

Toi khong udng dugc, cai mui tu
khi trua nay ctia may chuc cai xac xép
chat 16p trudc ctia nha xac van ran rya
trong than thé t6i, n6 phu chup tii dinh
dau xuong hai ban chéan khi téi len 16i
buéc qua nhiing xac linh bén ngoai dé
vao bén trong noi ngudi ta dé xac si
quan, toi da phai budc qua tling cai tui
c6 boc thay ngudi & trong, c6 cdi thoi
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hai ban chan con nguyén doéi giay sau
ra mot dau, cé céi thi loi ra ¢ dau kia
mot dinh téc bét dat, cé cai tho nguyén
mot khuon mdt tdi mét vang khe cé
may con rudi dau trén doéi mat chua

khép kin hén.

Toi di theo ban tay dat ctia ngudi
anh chong, xic dong va kinh hoang da
lam t6i khong con cdm gidc niia, khong
biét tdi cé giam phai ai khong? Toi co
gang khong giam lén nhiing nguoi dan
ong dang nam déay. Vao dugc dén bén
trong thi tdi c6 nhin thay gi dau, t6i chi
nghe thay tiéng bat khoc cua me chong,
tiéng anh chong bao:

— bung la Cung roi.

Toi thay hinh nhu t6i dugc bé lén,
dugc dat ngdi xuong trén bac thém, gié
& song thoi vao mdt giup toi tinh lai,
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t6i m& mat ra nhin xuong, t6i thay mot
dong nuéc duc chay 16 do bén dudi, thi
ra nha xdc cta bénh vién Kién Giang
nam sat canh bo séng.

Toi khong ddm nhin vao nhiing
ngudi dan ba dang di lat tling cdi pong
x0 quan thay ngudi d€ tim chong tim
con ho trudc ctia nha xac. Toi thay toi
con may man hon ho.

Ngudi ta dem xdc Cung vé trai gia
binh tiéu khu dé€ lam lé, t6i dugc bay
dling canh 4o quan dé€ 6ng pho tinh
trudng doc dién van, trong khi ong
doc thi t6i diing nhin may cay nén
chay, nhin vong hoa da bat dau héo, c6
ca chén com da kho va qua tring ludc
céd may con ruoi bay lén bay xuong,
tan nhang roi pht day trén d6. Ong
pho tinh doc dién vin xong, hap tap ra
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vé, chac ong hoi thit vong vi thay toi
khong khéc loc d€ cé dip néi 16i an ti.

May ngudi vg linh trong trai gia
binh chay sang tham hoéi, may dua nhé
con linh mac 4o ngan cun bung ong,
mii tho 10 ra ngoai cling chang chui,
chay loanh quanh 4o quan v6i may con
cho gay tro xuong trui ca 16ng. Chung
tron mat nhin nhiing ngudi Sai Gon cé
vé khang khac véi nhiing ngudi trong
trai linh nay. C6 ngudi ciing tu xa dén,
chua tim ra xdc chong xdc con dén hoi
han ba me chong tdi v6i doi mat nang
triu va guong mat that than.

Toi diing d6 nghe lo mo nhiing
tiéng ndi lao xao chéng 1én nhau, moi
nguoi ké mot cach giong nhu & nha toi
moi khi di xem mét cudn phim vé, chi
em to6i van thuong tranh nhau néi nhu
thé. Hinh nhu ho noi vé tran danh &
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xa Vinh Thanh Van, xa nay t6i khong
biét & dau nhung chac la rat gan, ho noi
danh ba bén hom roi va van con danh
nén xac khong kéo ra hét dugc, cti ngodi
chd thé nao ciing gip, ho béo nhau:

— Khong thay ngudi thi thay xdc,
thé nao cling gap ma!

Ngudi anh chong thi thinh thoang
lai bién mat khong biét di dau, chac la
di tim cach dua moi ngudi v€ nha. Toi
thdy trong nhiing ngudi di nhan xac,
chi c6 ba ngudi trong gia dinh nay it
khdéc nhit, ba me chong toi thi via
méu mao viia lo xin nudc so6i pha siia
cho con dau udng, con bé nay von da
gy, hai hom rdéi né chang an chédng
noi gi lam ba phat hodng, gid nhu né
ct khoc suét muét nhu may ngudi vg
linh ngoai kia thi ba lai dé lo. Khong
biét con ket & day dén bao gio.



40 Y Tréin Mg T

Bang von liéng tiéng Phap, ba ndi
chuyén v6i mot 6ng si quan My cho ba
qua giang mdy bay quan su vé Sai Gon
roi ba sé thué may bay dén su xudng
day don miy dda con, ba gidi lam, may
chuc nam trudc con tré mang ma ba
da mot minh thué do ¢ Nam Dinh di
tim chong, chong ba dang dém dugc
Viét minh dap ctia moi di roi ca thang
khong thay vé.

Ong dugc mai vi luc dé dng c6 mot
ngoi truong nho day hoc ti€ng Phap
6 Nam Dinh. Ba di do, di bo dén bao
nhiéu céy s6 dén tan cho khong ai dam
bén mang dé hoi tham tin tic chong.
Ho bao vé di, ban chét roi! Ba lai thué
do vé, tinh ngay di cua chong lam ngay
gio vi ba khong biét 6ng bi xti ban vao
hém nao. May hom sau, ba bé nha &
Nam Dinh dat ba dta con trai con bé,
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dda 16n nhat chua qua mudi tudi tim
dudng ra Ha N¢i di lam nu6i con an
hoc roéi lai dat con di cu vao Nam, ai
lam dugc gi thi ba cing lam dugc nhu
vay, ba cling biét khdc chi, nhung nudc
mat von chéng kho vi né khong chay
hét ra moét lac, nd chay ri ra it mét, chay
sudt mot doi.

C0 con dau ba méi cudi duge hon
ba thang, con tré lam lai chua c6 con,
di don xac chong lai c6 me chong, anh
chong bén canh so v6i ba c6 con may
man chan. Ma dang thét, ba me chong
thao vat cua t6i s6 khé hon con dau,
ba xin 1én dugc may bay vé trudc cac
con mot hom thi ciing bi tha xuong phi
trudng Binh Thay dém hom do, may
bay khong vé dén Sai Gon. Mot con
mua thang tam bat chgt ap xudng lam
ba udt sung, that théu tim mot nha tho
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xin ngt qua dém, ba khong can khoc
nta, troi dat khoc ho ba roi. Sang hom
sau ba di xe do vé Sai Gon, trong khi
dé cac con cua ba, con song con chét
ciing bi tha xuéng ché me ngay hom
qua nhung khong phai budi téi mua
sting nuéc ma vao budi trua day nang.

i i

Cudi cung thi cling dua dugc quan
tai vé Sai Gon, khi xudng phi truéng
Tan Son Nhat thi cd ngudi va canh
trong that bat mat, néu c6 can quay mot
canh phim cho chién tranh thi hay qua,
cai quan tai cting khong can phai trang
tri cho ra vé tang thuong hon niia, 14 ¢
pht trén né nhau nat xoc xéch c6 don
da du vé tang thuong.
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Hai nhén vt that théu xac xo diing
canh khong can phai hda trang hay dién
xudt, ho di diing nhu ngudi mat hon,
ngo ngac that lac, roi ra tiing manh
nhu nhiing ngudi linh bai tran tré ve,
ci dung mdy quay phim lén quay ho
nhu thé vao phim ciing tuyét lam roi.

Sau nay tdi van tu hoi tai sao lac do
minh van tinh kho nhu vay? Sao minh
khong phat ro, phat dién, khong dap
dau vao tudng, ca tram cau hoi cd chay
lung tung trong dau t6i bao nhiéu ndm
troi.

Mot chiéc xe nha binh don ché
chiéc quan tai dén nha xac binh vién
Grall. Da bdo ba me chong t6i la ngudi
thdo vat ma, ba con xin dugc miéng dat
chon Cung trong Mac Dinh Chi dé ba
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tham viéng cho tién, chu lén tan nghia
trang quan doi thi sao ba c6 thé di tham
thuong xuyén dugc. Ho cho Cung di
qua nha, diing lai cho Cung nhin noi
minh da song, da 16n lén — mot lan
cudi. Chang biét ai la ngudi nghi ra céi
tuc khong dugc chét & nha thi phai ghé
qua nha trugc khi ra di, han ma hay
theé. Toi thay vai ngudi hang x6m va vai
ngudi ho hang da ding cho san trude
ctia nha, ho nhin t6i, nhin quan tai nhu
xem phim chiéu cham, ho quen qua roi
cai canh nay nhiing ndm gan day.

Toi con tré qud, ho nghi, thé nao
roi cling quén di, lai lay chong. Chi toi
cho ba me anh ta. Ho nghi ciing chang
sai may, khi t6i bi day ra khoi nudc, gia
dinh chong cting bo di, chi céd Cung la
ngudi 6 lai, Cung chang khic gi nhiing
nguoi con song, cling bi duodi nha, cling
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bi chiém doat tai san. Nguoi anh ho &
lai tim cho anh mot noi cu ngu méi
trong nha thé Tan Dinh.

Toi troi mai roi cling dat vao mot
ch6. Bay nam sau tdi lay chong, sanh
con, toi song binh thudng nhu tat ca
nguoi dan ba khdc trén mot dat nudc
khong c6 chién tranh, t6i cling vui cling
budn v6i nhiing thing tram cua doi
séng. G doi séng hang ngay, t6i quén
dan cdi bat hanh ctia minh may muoi
ndm vé trudc nhung t6i nhé rat rd rang
cai bat hanh do c6 hién dién trong kiép
ngudi ctia minh.

Thinh thoang Cung van vé trong
gidc mo du suot ngay hom trudc toi
khong hé nghi dén, Cung vé nhu con
song hay vé nhu da chét thi khi tinh
day, nudc mat toi van ldng1é trao ra trén
goi. Toi c6 gang khong lam dao dong
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ngudi nam bén canh dang ngon giic.
Budi sang thtic day, toi thay 4o goi roi
lai than nhién budc vao doi song trude
mat, gidt giti cho chong, com banh cho
con. Thai gian cd than nhién troi, budn
va vui dau ap hai tay, ngay trang toc roi
cling dén.

Lan dau tién vé lai Viét Nam nam
1998, sau hai muoci ba nam, t6i di tim
Cung & nha thé Tan Dinh. Toéi di len
16i gitia nhiing day ké, doc tling cai
tén, di dén van T la ho cta Cung, toi
nhin thdy mot cai hdc nhé khong cé
hinh chi c6 ghi ho tén ngay sinh ngay
mat, toi diing lang nguoi, run rdy cham
nhiing ngén tay minh 1én mdt chit, cai
cam gidc cham tay vao dau do quan cta
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ndm 1969 bong hién ra dudi nhiing
ngon tay toi.

Mot tiéng nac dua 1én thanh quan,
vG 0a ra, t6i khoc nhu chua bao gio
dugc khodc, nudc mat ctia nhiing ngay
di don xdc ¢ Kién Giang kho lai bay gio
nut ra nhu mot mach ngdm cua suodi
bat 1én trén mat dat nit né. Toéi khuyu
chan ngodi xuong 16i di gitia hai hang
ké van khéc nhu mua. Chung quanh
toi vang lang, t6i trAim minh vao nudc
mat, vao bat hanh, vao néi co6 ddc cta
minh. Cdi hop nhd dung tro than bén
trén d4u toi van than nhién im lim nhu
trudc khi toi dén.

Tran Mong Tu

Binh Thuy, 30 thdng 7 ndm 1969
— Tan Dinh, Sai Gon thdng 11 ndm
1998.









