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LUQC TRUYEN

“Quan Thién Than” la mot cau
chuyén nhéan vin, day y nghia mé dau
bang hinh anh hai ciu bé t6i nghiép bi bd
rdi. o la mot hom troi toi, lanh va mua.
Ai di trén dudng ciing déu muon mau
chong vé nha d€ & bén gia dinh ddm am.
Nhung & dau d6 mot géc dudng lanh 1éo
lai c6 hai dda tré cing nam ngu.

Hai dtia tré nhin rat nho. bua bé
khoang ba tudi va dda 16n chiing khoang
6 tudi. Anh 16n tuy chi méi 6 tu6i nhung
da c6 nhiing suy nghi va hanh dong vo
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cung hiéu chuyén va thuong em. T4t ca
nhiing gi t6t dep nhat cau c6 thé c6 dugc
déu nhudng cho diia em cua minh. Lac
nao cau ciing ndi minh da Ién nén khong
can nhiing thd ay nta. Nhung dudng
nhu cdu lai quén mét rang minh chi méi
6 tuoi.

Mot ngudi dan 6ng dat mot chu ché
di trén con dudng ay. Chu ché khong
tiép tuc di ma lai dan cht dén cho cta
hai dda tré. Nguoi dan 6ng cam thay hai
dua tré thu sy toi nghiép va khong biét
bic cha me nao lai nhan tdm bo ching
nhu vidy. Thé roi, anh quyét dinh sé dan
hai dta tré di theo anh dén mot quan
tro...
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CHUONG 1
HAI PUA TRE BI BO ROI

roi toi va lanh. Mua mau hat.

Dudi gdc cay sén gia, ram rap
bén 1€ duong, c6 hai dia tré dang nam
ngl. Dtia nho ba tudi, nam dai trén dong
14; dda 16n sdu tudi, nam ap 1én chan dda
nhé dé G 4m cho nd. Dtia nho mac quan
ao len thuong nhung dt am, trén ngudi
dap chiéc ao vét cua diia 16n. Thang anh
nam rét run. Choc choc, lam toan than
nd run lén. N6 chi mac cé chiéc s¢ mi
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va chiéc quan da muc. Nét mdt c6 vé dau
kho, nhiing giot nudc mat con dong trén
doi ma gay gudc. Tuy thé né van ngu say
sta. Mot tay n6 nam chiéc huan chuong
budc sgi ddy mau den quang qua c6, tay
kia nam tay dta bé dé€ tay dtia bé khoi
lanh. Hai dda tré giéng nhau, chacla anh
em, nhung dda bé trong tuci tinh, hai
ma cdng tron. N6 khong phai chiu doi
rét nhu anh.

Sang ra, lac hai dda tré con dang
ngt, mot ngudi dan o6ng di qua dudng,
theo sau la mot con ché giong ving nui
Saint Bernard.

Nguoidan 6ng c6 dang nha binh, viia
di viia huyt sdo, khong nhin ngang nhin
ngtia. Con ch6 thung thang chay theo.
Pén gin chod hai dua tré dang ngu, né
nghéch mat, dong tai, roi lao dén nhung
khong stia. No nhin hai dda tré, danh
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hoi, liém tay, khé gii d€ goi cht, nhung
khong lam chung thtic day. Ngudi dan
ong dting lai, ngoai nhin va goi:

- Capitaine, di nao!

Con ché van ding im, chi gim g,
lan nay to hon, dai hon.

Nguoi di dudng dodn co chuyén gi
bat thudng, anh ta lai gan con ché va
ngac nhién khinhin thay hai dda tré bibo
roi. Thay chung bat dong, anh da tudng
chung chét, nhung cui xuong nghe, thay
van con thd. S6 vao tay vao ma dua bé,
thdy khong lanh lam; nhung tay va ma
dta 16n thi lanh cing. Nhiéu giot nudc
mua tu ké 14 roi xuéng dau, xudng vai
no.

“Toi nghiép!” - Anh Idm badm mot
minh - Khong khéo chung chét mat,
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quanh ching chang thdy thidc &n, do
madc gi ca. Ai lai bo chung trén dudng
thé nay?

Lam thé nao bay gig? D€ chung 6
day cing tic la dé€ cho ching chét. Ma
dem theo minh thi dudng con xa lam, lai
di bo, chung theo sao dugc.

Trong khi anh dang suy nghi thi con
ch6 bon chon bat dau sta. Nghe tiéng,
thang 16n thiic ddy. N6 m& mat nhin anh
ta, viia ngd ngang via cau khan, roi lai
nhin con chd, vuot ve né va ndi:

- Théi dting sta niia! D€ cho em tao
ngl. N6 dang am cho, tao phai it mai cho
noé day.

- Thé thi sao? Chau cling lanh lam
day chu! - Ngudi di dudng hai.

Dua tré:
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- Chéu thi khong hé gi. Chau 16n,
chdu khoe; n6 thi khdc, né bé, hé ddi rét
1a n6 khoc.

Nguoi di dudng:

- Sao cac chau chi ¢6 mot minh &
day?

Dua tré:

- Vi me chau chét, b6 chau bi canh
sat bat, chung chau khoéng c6 nha cta,
chung chdu chi c6 mot minh.

Nguoi di duong:
- Canh sat bat b6 chau di lam gi ?
Dua tré:

- Chau khong biét, c6 1é dé cho bo
chau banh, b6 chau hét banh roi.

Nguoi di dudng:
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- Ai cho cdc chdu an?

Dua tré:

- Ai cho thi chung chau an.
Nguoi di dudng:

- C6 du én khong?

Dua tré:

- C6 khi du, c6 khi khong. Nhung

em chau thi ct phai cho n6 an du.
Ngudi di dudng:

- Vay la c6 nhiing ngay chau nhin
déi.

Dua tré:
- Khong sao a. Vi chdu l6n.

Nghe dtia tré noéi, ngudi di dudng rat
cam dong vé long hi€u thdo ctia nd va
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quyét dinh dua hai anh em né vé lang
gan day.

“Minh s&€ nhé mot ngudi tot trong
nom, khi nao minh tré lai sé hay. Biét
dau b6 chung khong quay vé€” - Ngudoi di
dudng nghi vay va hoi tiép:

- Chautén gi?
- Chau la Jacques, em chau la Paul.

- Chau c¢6 muén theo chu khong ?
Chu sé chdm nom.

- Thé con em Paul chdu?

- Ca Paul ntta. Chdau danh thic no
day roi di.

- Nhung Paul mét; n6 khong theo
kip chu.

- Chu d€ no 1én lung con Capitaine.
Chau yén tam.
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Nguoi di dudng ning thang Paul
dang ngu, dat 1én lung con cho, git dau
guc vao cO. Xong roi anh c6i 4o khoac
dap cho nd. Anh con bugc hai tay 4o vao
nhau, duéi bung con cho, cho thang bé
khéi nga.

- Nay! - anh bao thdng Jacques - ao
chdu day, mac vao cho khoi rét, roi di.

Jacques dung day, nhung lao ddo va
nga vat xuong. Nudc mat gian giya, mét
va lanh, né khong budc di ndi.

Nguoi di dudng:

- Chau sao vay? Sao lai khéc?
Jacques:

- Chau khong di dugc, chau mét qua.

Nguoi di dudng:
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- Hay 1a chau 6m?
Jacques:

- Khong, chdu thay déi qud, sudt
ngay hom qua chau khong an gi; c6 moi
miéng banh thi d€ cho em chau.

Ngudi di dudng nghe ndé noéi ma
muodn khdc dugc. Anh rut ti trong tui ra
mot miéng banh, mot miéng phd-mat va
mot chai nudc ngot dua cho no.

Hai mat n6 sang 1én. Sap dua banh
lén miéng thi né dung ngay lai, nhin
sang phia thang em:

- Thé con em Paul chdu, né khong
c6 gi an? Hay chau d€ miéng banh nay
cho nd? - Jacques néi nhu hoi ngudi di
duong.

- Con phan Paul day. Chéu cu an di.
Yén tam.
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Jacques khong doi giuc dén lan thu
hai. N6 an ngon lanh, luén miéng nhac
lai:

- Chau cam on chuy, cha tot qua.
Chdu cau Thanh Dong Trinh phtt h6 cho
chu dugc moi su tot lanh.

An udng no né rdi, n6 thiy ngudi
khoe rava noila da san sang di dugc. Con
cho Capitaine van ding canh Jacques.
Hoi @am ctia né lam cho Paul ndng ngudi
1én va ngt that say. Nguoi dan 6ng dat
tay no6 di. Con Capitaine theo sau, cham
rai tling budc, cho d xo6c dé khoi danh
thic thang bé ddy. Nguoi dan ong viia
di viia héi chuyén thang Jacques va dugc
biét 1a me no chét sau mot dgt Om dai
ngay, da phai ban tat ca do dac, quan do,
cuoi cung banh mi cting khong du an, bo
né budn lam.
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- Mot hom, Jacques noi, canh sat dén
tim b6 chau. B6 khong muon di, cti 6m
lay anh em chdu va rén ri: «Cac con oi,
kho than cac con.» May ngudi canh sat
phai giuc mai «Di théi!l» Roi mot ngudi
canh sat cho chau mot miéng banh va
do: «Chau & day véi em. Chu sé quay
lai don». Chdu dua miéng banh cho em
chdu roi ngoi doi, nhung khong thay ai
lai don. Chau dat em chau di rat 1au. Gap
mot nha dang an, chdu xin cho em mot
chut, ngudi ta bdo anh em chau ngodi
xudng va cho mdi dia mot miéng banh.
Xong, ho lai cho ching chdu vao giudng
ngu. Luc chung chau thuc day, ngudi ta
cho m6i dida mdt cai banh. Ching chau
bd vao tii va chao d€ di. «Chuaa phu hé
cac chdau» moi ngudi ndi va nhin theo.
Chung chau da di nhu thé nhiéu ngay.
HOm qua dang di thi gdp mua. Ching
thay c6 nha cta gi, chau da cho em Paul
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miéng banh chau dé danh, r6i vun la
dudi goc cay sén cho né nam. N6 khoc
vi rét. Chau nhé 161 me chéau thudng dan
«Hay cau buc Me Dong Trinh, ngudi sé
ctiu giap». Chdu da cau buc Me. Ngudi
da phan bao chau c6i 4o dap cho em, roi
ndm deé 1én chan em cho néng 1én. Thé la
no6 thiu thiu nga di. blic Me da phu ho
cho anh em chau. Chau cam on Dtc Me
nhan tii, va cau xin Ngudi hom sau phu
ho6 cho ¢6 dn, vi chau d6i lam. Em chau
cling khong cé gi d€ an. Chau khoc roi
cling ngu di. Va buc Me Dong Trinh da
dan dat chu dén dudi goc cay sén. Diic
Me long lanh, Ngud6i nhan tu qua. Me
chdu thuong khuyén: «Khi con can gi
hay cau xin Dtic Me, Ngudi sé phtu ho».

Nguoi dan 6ng khong néi gi, nam
chat tay dua bé, lang 1€ buéc di. Dugc
mot luc, anh thay né di cham lai.
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- Chau mét a? - Anh an can hoi.

- Khong, chau van di dugc, dén lang
sé nghi.

Ngudi dan 6ng nhac no6 dat 1én vai.
- Thé€ nay di nhanh hon, anh ndi.
Jacques:

- Chau nang, nhu vay chu mét, cha

Ngudi dan ong:

- Khong sao! Chéu yén tam. Di linh
lac hanh quan, cht con mang ndng hon.

Jacques:
- Chu 1a linh a? Hay la canh sat?

Ngudi dan 6ng mim cudi:
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- Khong phai canh sat. Chu hoan
thanh, gidi ngt roi.

Jacques:

- Chu tén gi?

Ngudi dan ong:

- Moutier.

Jacques:

- Chdu sé khong bao gié quén tén
cht, chu Moutier a.
Ngudi dan ong:

- Chu ciing khong bao gi¢ quén tén
chdu, Jacques a. Chdu 14 dta tré ngoan,
mot ngudi anh tot.

* %
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Tu lac dat thang Jacques 1én vai,
Moutier di nhanh hon. Ching mdy chdc
da dén cong lang. Anh dung lai trudc
mot quan tro va hoi:

- C6 cho cho t6i véi hai dia bé va
mot cho cho khong?

- Toi chi cho ngudi tro thoi, khong
c6 cho cho ché - Chu quan tra 16i.

- Vay thi thoi, ca ngudi cliing thoi -
Moutier viia noi via di.

Cht quén nhin theo, vé buén buc.
Anh ta tiéc da khong nhan. «Ngudi di
dudng c6 vé quy con cho lam, gid ma
nhéan chic dugc tra nhiéu tién.»

- Nay ong di dudng oi! - Cht quan
chay theo goi.

- Ong can gi? - Moutier hdi.
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Chu quan:

- Toi ¢6 cho tro déy, ca cho chd nia.
Moutier:

- Thoi t6i khong can niia.

Chu quan:

- Trong lang nay, khong c6 chd nao
hon dau.

Moutier:

- Khong can.

Chu quan:

- Ong ché a?

Moutier:

- Ong cha ché trudc 1a gi?

Chu quan:
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- Lay Chua. Tai t6i khong nhin thay
ong. Toi vOi vang qua.

Moutier:

- Toi cling vay. Luc dau t6i khong
nhin ky 6ng nhu bay gis. Cam on ong
da voi vang. Toi di cho khac.

Moutier quay lung di, dén mét quan
tro khac, bé ngoai trong gidn di, § dau
lang, d€ mdc tén cht quan dau tién gidn
tim mat, tdc soi vi da dé 16 mot co hoi
kiém tién...
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CHUONG 2
QUAN THIEN THAN

«C6 chd tro cho t0i, cho hai dua tré
va con cho cua t6i khong?»

Moutier hoi ngudi chu qudn & dau
lang.

- C6, moi anh vao nha, c6 da cho cho
cd doan - Chu quan tra 16i, giong phan
khai.

Mot phu nii ¢ nét mat tuoi cuoi
xuat hién 6 ngudng cua.
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- Moi anh vao! - dé t6i giai phong
cho anh chang ky sy nay! - chi viia néi
viia cudi va bé thang Jacques tu trén vai
anh Moutier xuong. Lai con thang Cun
dang ngu trén lung con cho ntia! Thang
bé khau khinh qua, con cho cling xinh!
N6 cti ngay ra nhu mot con ché bang chi,
s¢ lam thing bé thic day!

Nhung nghe tiéng lao xao xung
quanh thang Paul cting thic day. N6 ma
mat nhin. Khong thay anh déu, né méu
va goi, giong run run:

- Anh Jacques! Anh Jacques dau ro6i?
Jacques:

- Anh day Paul a, anh day. Chung ta
gdp may. Em c6 nhin thay cha nay kho-
ng? Chu ay tot qud, dua chung ta dén
day. Em sap dugc an day. C6 phai khong
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cht? Paul sap dugc dn phai khong chu?
Moutier:

- bung chdu a. Banh va ca thic dn
nua.

Ba cht quén ling nghe, vé ngac
nhién.

Moutier:

- Ba chua hiéu gi ca. C6 dung thé
khong, ba cht quan? Chuyén nay, toi sé
ké cho ba nghe. To6i nhat dugc hai dda tré
nay & trong rung va dua vé day. Thang bé
nay - anh noi va au yém xda tay lén dau
Jacques, - 1a mot dua tré ngoan va tot
bung. Toi sé ké vé né. Nhung ba hay cho
bon tdi an da, hai dia bé nay doi lam roi.
Cho chung t6i mon gi ngon ay. Con cho
nay thi ct dé t6i phuc vy, ngudi ban lau
nam cua toi day, phai khong Capitaine?
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Con Capitaine khoa dudi va liém
tay Moutier d€ xac nhén 16i néi ctia chu.
Moutier thdao chiéc ao dang dap cho
Paul va dat n6 xuong dat. Paul nhin moi
nguoi, mim cuoi voi Jacques, voi Mou-
tier va 6m cham lay con Capitaine. Ba
chtt quan don ban dn. Ba dé hai dua tré
ngoi 1én ghé, ddt truéc moi dia tré mot
dia xup, mot lat banh, roi bay lén ban nao
la ph6-mat, nao la bo, cti cdi xa va rau xa

lach.

- Nao, mdi anh. hay dn trudc nhiing
mon nay - ba chu quan ndéi véi Moutier
- Pho mat ngon day, bo cling thé. Cua cai
viia méi dao, con xa lach thi tron ky roi.

Moutier ngdi vao ban. Paul va
Jacques dang doi lao v)i vao mén xup.
Jacques nhin em dn vai thia, thay Paul an
mot minh dugc, méi yén tri va bat dau
an. An sup xong, Jacques dua em banh
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va bo, va nudc ngot. Roi dén mdn thit
ctiu ham dd va khoai. Nét mat Jacques
rang r& han 1én. Paul chéc chéc lai ndm
tay anh né ma hon. Jacques chdm séc
em chu ddo dén cam dong. Khong mot
lac nao rdi em. Cdi gi cing danh cho em
trudc, con noé thi sau. Moutier dé€ y theo
do6i anh ciing thay sung suéng.

«Toi nghiép hai dua tré! - Anh nghi
tham - Néu con Capitaine khong phat
hién dugc, ching sé nhu thé nao. Thang
bé Jacques nay ngoan qud, yéu em, chdm
soc em rat muc; khong biét gidi quyét
cho chung thé nao day? Lay Chua, hay
chi bao cho con.»

Ba cht quéan ciing quan sat sy cham
soc ctia Jacques doi v6i em va chu y dén
nét mat hién lanh ctia Moutier. Ba van
cho dgi anh ké cau chuyén da hta, gap
cho anh nhiing miéng ngon, rét cho anh
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nhiing c6c rugu day. Hai dda tré khong
an niia, ngdi tua lung vao ghé va bat dau
ngap. Moutier bao chung:

- Hay di choi mét luc da, cac chau.

- Choi ¢ dau, chu? - Jacques hoi, dung
day khoi ghé, r6i bé em n6 d€ xudng dat.

Moutier:

- Chu cting khong biét. Ba chu quan,
ba chi gitp cho cho hai chau!

- Ra day, cdc chdu, ra ngoai vuon -
ba cht quan ndi va mé cta sau - & cuoi
dudng di c6 chau nudc day va gdo muc.
Cac chau hay tudi rau va hoa di.

Jacques:

- Chau c6 thé lay nudc dé rtia cho
em chdu dugc khong a?
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Ba chu quan:
- bugc. Nhung dling lam uét chan.

Paul va Jacques da di khuat ra ngoai
vuon, dang cudi noéi rdam ran. Moutier
viia dn vla suy nghi. Ba chu quan kéo
ghé ngoi trudc mdt anh, dgi anh an xong
dé don ban. Moutier uéng nét ngum
rugu trong coc, ngang lén nhin ba chu
quan, mim cudi va héi:

- Ba c6 mudn nghe cau chuyén vé hai
dua tré? Chuyén thé nay, ciing khong dai
lam déu. Ro6i ba giup toi cach giai quyét.

Mountier ké cho ba chu quan nghe
anh da bat gdp hai dda tré nhu thé nao,
anh nhac lai véi giong néi run run day
xuc dong nhiing quan tam sdn soc cta
Jacques doi v6i em, long nhiét tinh, tinh
than qua cam chong choi véi gian khd
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cung véi duc tin vao Thanh Dong Trinh
cta no.

Va bay gio ba da hiéu r6 dau dudi
su viéc, anh noi, ba hay bao t6i nén gidi
quyét thé nao doi véi hai dia tré nay? Bo
madc chung thi t6i khong dang tam. Nhu
vay la trut bo mot ganh ndng ma tdi co
diéu kién dam nhan duoc, hon nia, con
la tt bo mdt an hué ma Chuaa ban cho
toi. Nhung toi con phai xa, toi xudt ngti
va nay vé nha, cach day bon chang, moi
ching bay tdm dam. Lam thé nao dem
chung theo trong lic mua gié lay 16i nhu
thé nay? Toi lai la dan 6ng, dem chung vé
toi bi€t trong nom lam sao. Anh t6i cling
ban quan nhu ba, ban sudt ngay. BO me
toi da qui tién ca. Cac chi t6i dong con.
Vay ma lai thém hai dia tré bd chang cé,
me thi khong, tién bac khong moét xu. Ba
chu quén, ba la ngudi tu té... ba hay bao
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toi... vao dia vi toi, ba lam thé nao?
Ba chu quan:

- Lam thé nao?... Lam thé nao?... Toi
thay ciing khd that.

Moutier:
- Vay t6i mdi phai hoi ba.
Ba cha quan:

- Lam thé nao a?... Trudc hét 1a kho-
ng nén dé€ ching lang thang.

Moutier:
- Toi cting nghi nhu thé.
Ba cha quan:

- Chi cé mot cach... khong biét anh
c6 dong y?

Moutier:
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- C¢ 1€ toi da dong y. Ba ct ndi di.

Ba chu quan:

- D€ ching & day vdi toi.

Moutier nhin ba cht quan véi vé
ngac nhién, lam ba cu6i gam va ting mat
lén nhu viia n6i mot diéu sai lam.

- Toi biét ngay la anh khong tan
thanh - ba chu quén néi nhu hoi han -

Anbh cho la t6i khong tét, toi sé dé€ ching
lay lat, song kho sé...

Moutier:

- Toi khong noi thé, khong nghi thé
dau, ba chu quan a. Chi co6 diéu... chi c6
diéu... Toi xin ndi that 1a téi chua biét ba
nhiéu lam.

Ba cha quan:
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- Anh cti n6i thang la anh chua biét
gi vé tdi. Anh c6 thé di hoi nhiing nguoi
gan day xem toi, ba Blidot, la ngudi thé
nao. Anh hdi cha xt, hdi 6ng hang thit,
bac chiia xe, 6ng bit mong ngua, thay
gido, ba ban banh, chi hang x6m va
nhiing ngudi khac nita. Ho sé cho anh
biét toi khong phai la ngudi xau. Toi goa
chong, nim nay ham sau tudi, khong c6
con, tdi song véi co6 em gai ndm nay mudi
bay tudi. Chung t6i song khong dén nodi
nao, khong thi€u thon gi. Ngoai ra con
dé danh mo6i nam mot it ghi tiét kiém.
Toi chi thi€u tré con. Bay gio lai c6 hai
dda bé nay. Anh dé t6i giti cho. Toi kho-
ng doi hoi gi ca, ciing khong 16i dung gi
chung. Toéi cham nom ching, khong dé
ching kho déu. Anh c6 thé yén tam.

Moutier diing day, nam hai ban tay
ba cht quan va nhin ba véi long biét on
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SAu sac.

- Cam on ba, rit cam on; nha cha x(
G dau, thua ba?

- Gan day, ngay truéc mdt. Khu vidon
cta gido dudng, anh ddy cong ma vao.

Moutier déi mii, dén gdp cha xi dé
hoéi tham vé ba Blidot, va xin mot 15i
khuyén. Muoi 1dm phut sau, anh quay
vé, vui vé, binh tinh, chac la két qua kha
quan.

Ba sé cd may chdu bé, ba cht quan
tuyét diéu cta toi, ngay mai to6i dé cac
chdu ¢ lai day véi ba; ba ¢ dong y cho
toi 6 lai dén ngay mai khong?

Ba chu quan:
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- Anh muén & lai dén bao lau thi &.
Chéac anh muén cé thém mot thai gian
dé xem t6i la ngudi nhu thé nao va xem
toi sap xép cho cac con t6i thé nao... Toi
da c6 thé goi chiing ta «cac con t6i», phai
thé khong?

Moutier:

- Chung ciing la con t6i niia chu. Sé
cb ngay to6i vé tham chung.

Ba chu quan:

- Bao gi¢ anh vé dugc thi vé. Luc nao
cling san sang cé giudng cho anh ngw, ¢é
banh mi va rugu dé€ dai anh. Thoi, bay gic
toi phai di xem cac con t6i thé nao day.
Toi bat dau cong viéc cua ngudi lam me
day. Trudc hét phai dé chung nam kho-
ng xa toi va cd em tdi. Roi phai sam sta
quan 4o, chan man, giay dép cho chung.
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Moutier:

- bung day. Toi chua nghi dén. That
12 phién ba qué. Ciing chang gidu gi ba,
to6i khong cé diéu kién chi trd nhiing mén
tién ay dau, toi chi con du tién an dudng
va mudi franc dé du phong nhiing bac
trac, nhu va mot chod 4o rach, khau mot
cho giay dtit chi, gitp mot ngudi ngheo...
Toi dinh chia déi, délai cho ba nam franc.

Ba chu quan:

- Anh ct git ca, khong can phai dé
lai. Toi sé tu lo dugc, anh co6 long thé la
qui roi. Hai dda tré sé khong thiéu thon
gl.

Ba chu quan ding day mim cudi, au
yém gat dau va di ra...
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CHUONG 3
THONG BAO

gé Blidot goi c6 em gai Elfit dang
gidt quan do, ké cho c6 nghe
chuyén vlia rdi va nhd c6 giup mot tay
bo tri phong 6 cho hai dda tré gan phong
hai chi em ba.

- That la Trdéi dem cho chung lai cho
ta d€ thém vui ctia, vui nha - Elfit néi -
Chung cé xinh khong chi ? Cé ngoan
khong?
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Ba Blidot:

- C6 xinh khong, cé ngoan khong a?
Em ct dén ma xem. Chung khong phai
1a nhiing dta khé bao, khong nhu la tré
nha 6ng Penaud trudc nha ta dau.

Elfit:

- PBugc. Vay ching dang & dau, em
phai dén xem tan noi mdéi dugc. Chung
dang & trong phong a chi?

Ba Blidot:
- Khong. Chung dang 6 ngoai vuon.

Elfit chay ra vuon, Jacques dang nhdt
cd & ludng ca rot, Paul vo cd va bo thang
tiing bo co.

Nghe tiéng budc chan cua Elfit, hai
dda tré ngoai lai, d€ 10 hai guong mat
hién lanh, tuoi tan. Jacques thay Elfit
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vé lo ngai.

Jacques:

- Chéu va em Paul lam thé nay la sai
hé ba? Ba c6 buc minh khong? Khong
phai 16i em chau d4u. Chau bao né choi
bé cd chau viia nho day.

Elfit:

- Khong sao dau chdu a. Co6 khong
buc dau. C6 con vui la khac. Cac chau da
nhd cé dai d€ nd khoi at rau cua co.

Paul:
- Cua co?Elfit: U, cta co day.
Paul:

- Khong phai, c6 ndi doi. Cta ba &
trong bép viua cho chung chdu an com
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lac nay kia. Chdu khong cho cd chiém
vudn cta ba ay dau.

Elfit:
- Ha, ha, ha! Thang bé nay buon cuoi

that. Chau dinh lam thé nao dé€ cim co
lay rau day?

Paul:

- Chéu cam cdi gay to, chau bao anh
Jacques dudi co.

Elfit chay lai 6m cham lay Paul, bé
né 1én, hon ba bon cai, roi dé xudng dat.
Paul sg, con Jacques thi dinh x6ng lai
cdu em.

- CO la em ctia ba viia cho céc chau
an day, Elfit cudi - va & cung véi ba ay,
cho nén vuodn cua ba ay cling la cua co.

- Vay cang hay! - Jacques reo lén -
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Chau thdy c6 ciing tot nhu ba ay; chau
mudn cd chu Moutier cling & day, chu ay
cling tot lam.

Elift:

- Chu ay khong 6 day dugc. Chu
ay dé€ cac chau & lai day; cac cd sé cham
nom cac chau va thuong cac chdu, néu
cac chdu ngoan, biét vang 16i.

Jacques khong ndi gi, cudi gam
xuong, mdt dd lén, hai giot nudc mat lan
dai trén ma.

Elfit:

- Chu ay sé quay lai, chau yén tam.
Ma ngay hom nay chu ay clng chua di,
van con ¢ day.

Jacques ldy tay lau mat, roi lai vui
vé nhd co tiép. Con Capitaine vao, thiy
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clia md&, no6 ra vuon va lai gan Paul, ngoi
xuong canh nhiing bé co. N6 béi co roi
tung. Paul c6 ddy n6 ra ma khong dugc.

- Anh Jacques, Paul goi, anh duoi n6
di. N6 béi nat nhiing bd cé ctia em.

Jacques chay dén ho trg gitia ltc con
Capitaine choi dua ldy mém ddy nga Paul
xuong dat. Jacques quang tay vao c0, cd
stic kéo con cho ra ma khong noi.

- Tao van may, Capitaine yéu qui.
May d€ yén cho em Paul tao choi. May
diing tréu no, may khée hon no, khoe
hon ca tao niia - Jacques n6i nhu van nai
con Capitaine.

Con Capitaine nhu hiéu cau néi,
quay lai phia Jacques, liém tay no, lai li€ém
ca mdt Paul, nhin chung mot cach than
mat roi thong tha budc di vé véi chu.
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Ba cht quan di ro6i, Moutier ngoi lai,
hai tay chéng 1én ban, 6m dau, suy nghi.
«Cho ba chu quan hai dta tré mét cach
dé dang nhu vay, minh c6 voi vang lam
khong? - Moutier tu hoéi - Ba &y néi ciing
dung, minh da quen biét gi ba ay dau...
Hoi linh muc, thi linh muc noi ba ay tot.
Nhung mot linh muc nhéan ti thi bao
gio cling chi no6i nhiing diéu t6t lanh cho
nguoi khac. Néi diéu xau cho ngudi khac
1a khong dung véi long lanh ctia Chua.
Nhung xem ra linh muc ndi cting c6 vé
chan thanh. Tuy vay van phai di héi thém
cho chac chan. Tt gid téilac an com trua
ta sé dén tiing nha dé hoi. Hai duia tré rat
xinh. Thdng Jacques rat ngoan. Néu giao
chung cho nhiing ngudi xau la doc 4c, la
lam khé chung. Khong thé lam nhu thé
dugc.»
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Thé r6i Moutier d€ cdi tii du lich trén
ban, goi con Capitaine di theo. Thoat
tién, anh dén mot nha ngay canh day,
nha ong hang thit.

- Xin 16i 6ng - anh ndi khi buéc vao.
- Toi dén vi mot chuyén... a vi mot viéc...
nghia la khong phai vi mot viéc... nhung
vi moét chuyén giong nhu viéc... mot viéc
khong phai cua 6ng... cing khong phai
cua toi...

Ong hang thit ngac nhién nhin anh,
nua tudi cudi, nua lo sg. Roi hoi:

- Thé la thé nao? Chuyén gi vay?

Moutier:

- Thé nay. Téi mudn biét y kién cta
ong vé ba Blidot, chti quan canh day.

Ong hang thit:
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- V& mdt nao? D€ lam gi?
Moutier:

- V& moi mat. T6i muon biét ba ay la
nguoi nhu thé nao. Co thé ty thac may
dta tré cho ba ay dugc khong. Ba ay co
phai la ngudi tét, ngudi hién lanh, quy
tré con khong?

Ong hang thit:

- Ong 0i, vé mit 4y thi trén doi nay
khong ai hon ba 4y. Ba ay la nguoi dé
tinh, hién lanh, hay thuong ngudi, chiu
khd, & day ai cling quy ba ay. Ai c6 viéc gi
khé khan ba ay ciing giup d6. Hai chi em
ba 4y la nhiing vién ngoc ctia viing nay.
Anh cti &én héi cha xd. O day ai thé nao
thi cha biét, cha hiéu tling nguoi.

Moutier:
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- Thé la da roi. Xin cdm on 6ng.
Moutier chao va di ra. Qua mot

quang, anh ré vao nha 6ng lam banh.

- Toi khong mua banh dau, thua
ong - Moutier ndi ngay khi budc chan
vao cuta - Toi chi muén xin 6ng mot vai
y kién v€ ba Blidot, chtl quan & gan day;,
xem c6 thé nhd ba &y nuoi giup may dda
tré hay khong.

Ong hang banh:

- Nho dugc day. Khong ai hon dau.

Moutier:

- Xin cam on 6ng da cho biét. Chao
ong.

Thayhdi thdm da tuong déi du, Mou-
tier dinh quay vé. Nhung anh lai ndy ra
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mot y nghi mdi, 1a hoi thém cha quén 6
dau lang.

«Hoi thém ngudi nay niia, anh nghi
bung, né€u ho ciing ndi la ba Blidot tot,
thi c6 thé yén tdm guii may dua tré dugc.»

Chu quan dang dung trudc & cua.
Trong thay Moutier di dén, anh ta nhan
ra ngay. Thoat dau anh cau mdtlai, nhung
thay Moutier dén gan, anh ta tudng
Moutier quay lai hang minh dé an, nén
voi lam niém né:

- M&i anh vao! Toéi xin phuc vu tan
tinh.

Moutier s¢ tay lén md, budc vao.
Con Capitaine cu di vong quanh nguoi
cht quén, hit hit va nhe rang gam gu,
nhu sap can xé.
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«A - Moutier nghi bung - con Capi-
taine khong thién cadm, chacla c6 chuyén
gi day. Han la nguoi nay khong tét, con
Capitaine da danh hoi thay.»

Chu quan thay vay s¢ hai cd vong
quanh, d6i chd ding nhin con ché ¢ vé
buc ttic lam. Con con Capitaine thi cang
gam gu di hon.

Nhung r6i Moutier ciing de dugc
con chd, bat né im va nam vao mot cho.
Anh hoi thing ngudi cht quan, khong
dua day gi, xem lao biét gi vé ba Blidot.

- Khong biét - Lao trd 16i khinh
khinh - do6i véi hang ngudi ay toi khong
choi.

- Véay ba ay la hang ngudi xau?

- Xau vo cung! Mot ngudi kiéu ky,
khong thém tro chuyén vdi ai, khong di
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lai choi boi v6i ai. Hai chi em sudt ngay
¢ trong nha, hodc c6 di dao thi di véi
nhau thdi, lic nao ciing nhu nhiing ba
hoang. Hang ba ta toan nhiing thic kho-
ng ngon, chd ngt cting ching ra thé ndo.
Anh da vao ddy rdi lai ra 1a dang. Hang
toi thi khdc hén: an uéng ngon, chd nga
tot, phuc vu tan tinh, khong dau duogc
nhu thé nay dau. M&i anh vao.

ROi quay vao, nhu dé tim ai, cht
quan quat goi:

- Torchonnet dau? Do an hai, do stc
vat!

- Thua 6ng, con day.

Tra 16i la mot dda bé gay go, xanh
xa0, an mdc rach rudi, giong nodi yéu 6t,
tu trong ctia di ra, cti lom khom truéc
ong chu di tgn.
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- Sao may & day? Sao khong 6 duéi
bép? Ding day d€ nghe trom a? Néi mau!
Do sac vat! Tra loi di!

Sau moi cau «Tra loi di» lao lai da
thang bé mot cai, lam no kéu ra 1én, hai
ham rang danh vao nhau, khién né kho-
ng tra 16i dugc nia.

- Vao bép - 1ao thoi danh va noi - béo
v tao chudn bi biia an ngon cho 6ng day,
di nhanh lén khong chét bay gio?

Lao chua noéi hét 16i, thang bé da
phai nhon hai cdng gy nhom va cdi thin
hinh 6m yéu chay vao bép.

Moutier lang nghe va nhin ldo mot
cach khinh bi, roi diing day va néi:

- T6i khong an, t6i dén khong phai dé
tro, dén chi d€ hoi vé ba Blidot. Nhiing
diéu 6ng viia cho t6i biét thé la da roi.
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Ba ay la ngudi tot nhat, chinh tryc nhat
& vung nay. Toi sé uy thac cho ba ay kho
bau cua toi.

Cang nghe Moutier ndi, lao cht cang
tic toi. Nhung khi nghe hai tiéng «kho
bau» lao d6i nét mat ngay. Lao to ra nha
nhdn, nam tay Moutier git lai. Nhung
anh da g6 ra v6i vé khinh ghét. Con Ca-
pitaine thay viy lao vao chu quan, cin
mot miéng vao tay, mot miéng vao chan
va sap stia nhay 1én mat 1ao. Nhung Mou-
tier da kip git day xich kéo ra xa. Chu
quan gic nam dam vé phia Moutier va
chay voi vao nha d€ bang nhting cho bi
ché can. Moutier mang con ché da hung
hing qua va dat né vé...



58 | Comtiasse de Sgar



Quin @it dis | 59

CHUONG 4
THANG TORCHONNET

gu()’c vao nha, Moutier khong
thay c6 ai. Anh ddo qua gian
phong, r6i ra vudn - lic nay dang mé ctia.
Anh ngam rau, ngam hoa mét lic roi di
lai cudi vuon. Duédilum cay cd mac chiéc
vong va d€ mot cai ban géb mdc, trén cd
may quyén sach. Poc qua ngoai bia thay
toan sach nt cong gia chinh.

«Minh da gap dugc dung ngudsi dé
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gtii hai duda tré - anh nghi bung - Sach
nay la sach ctia mot ba ngi trg dam dang,
trung hau.»

Moutier m& doc mdt vai trang trong
quyén sach. C6 muc tén la «S6 tay nguoi
linh». Sach viét hay qud, anh thay nhu
chinh cudc séng binh nghiép ctia minh.
Cang doc cang thiay hip dan, cu diing
ngay ra doc hét trang no dén trang kia.
Ba Blidot va c6 Elfit dén tim anh ma anh

cling khong hay biét.
Ba Blidot:

- Anh &y kia kia. Khong biét lam gi
ma ding ngay ra nhu pho tugng khong
nhuc nhich.

Elfit:
- Y nhu anh &y dang ngt diing vay.
Ba Blidot:
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- (Hang giong) Anh Moutier oil...
Anh 4y khong nghe tiéng.

Elfit:

- Anh Moutier oi! Anh vé dung
bta... Anh ay diéc ddc! Chi goi to lén.
Em khong ddm. Em chua quen.

- Anh Moutier oi!” - Ba Blidot dén
ngay truéc mdt Moutier va goi to thém.
Moutier nging 1én nhin, ngo ngac nhu
vla trong mo.

- Xin 16i ba. Téi mai doc nén khong
biét ba dén. Truyén hay qud, y nhu ho
viét vé toi vay.

Ba Blidot:

- Anh ct giti ma doc ti€p, sach dy &

day c6é nhiéu. Toi sé xin Cha xt quyén

khac.
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Moutier:

- Xin cdm on ba.Ba Blidot: Ta di dn
thoi. Chac anh cting da doi. Bon tré dang
cho.

Moutier:

- Toi cting thay doi that, an sang ciing
lau roi.

Moutier chao Elfit, mai dén bay
gio anh mdi gdp roi theo hai ngudi vao
phong dn, hai dua tré dang ngoi dgi. Paul
cli muon sa vao cac mén an dé trén ban,
nhung Jacques ngédn lai.

- Dgi da, Paull Khong dugc hul
Ngudi 16n cho phép méi dugc an!

Paul:
- Thé anh cho phép nhé.
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Jacques:

- Anh khong cho phép dugc. Khong
phai ctia anh.

Paul:
- Nhung em dé6i. Em muon an.
Jacques:

- Bgi mét phut, chu Moutier, ba cha
va coO dén, sé cho phép.

Paul:
- Mot phut c6 lau khong?
Jacques:

- Khong lau... Moi ngudi dang dén

Tat cangdivaoban. Jacquesbéem 1én
ghé bén canh dé€ trong cho no6 an. Mou-
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tier tat yéu hai dda tré r6i moi ngudi bat
d4u dan mon xap bap cai. Moutier khen
ngon, rd ra ngudi sainh dn. An xong mén
xup, Elfit dinh dung 1én ti€ép mon thit bo
ham dau. Nhung Moutier ngan lai:

- Xin 16i c6. Theo nguyén tac dan ba
khong phuc vu dan 6ng trong biia én. Co
dé t6i dé cho.

- Bay gi¢ anh da nhu ngudi nha, vi
da cho hai dua tré, ba Blidot cudi ndi,
anh cu lam theo y anh, khong e ngai gi
ca.

- Qua that - Moutier néi - Toi ciing

thady nhu 6 nha minh va ciing hanh dong
theo y nghi ay.

Moi ngudi an udng vui vé. Jacques
thich thu thdy em an lay an dé. Sau biia
an, Moutier bao hai dua tré di choi, con
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anh thi ngo6i hat thudc. Hai chi em ba
Blidot don dep nha ctia va ban hang cho
khach. Moutier tro chuyén véi ho, khi
nao dong khach anh cling giup mat tay.

Jacques va Paul dat nhau ra ngoai
pho, xem nhiing ctia hang banh, hang
thit, tap hoa, yén cuong. Chung gép mot
thang bé khoang tam, chin tudi, an méc
rach rudi, kéo 1é mot bi than qua nang so
véi stic luc va do tudi cua nd. Chdc choc
thang bé diing lai, lay tay quét mo hoi
tran. Nét mat buon rau va than hinh gay
com cua thang bé dong long trac 4n cta
Jacques. N6 lai gan va hoi:

- Sao anh kéo cdi bao nidng thé?

- Chu t6i bat lam, - thang bé viia
khdc viia noi.

- Sao anh khong néi ndng qua?
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- T6i khong dam. Néi 6ng ay danh.

- Ong 4y dit ton thé kia?

- Suyt! - Thang bé nhin chung quanh
vGi vé sg hai - 6ng ay ma nghe thay anh
noi vay ong ay sé€ danh toi.

- Sao anh cu phdi 6 nha cdi nguéi ac
nghiét ay? - Jacques hoi khé.

Thang bé:

- Ngudi ta dua toi dén day, toi phai
& day. Khong c6 cho nao khac dé€ di. Toi
khong c6 cha, ciing khong cé me.

Jacques:

- Ciing giong nhu tdéi va em Paul.
Nhung anh ct [am nhu t6i, xin Dtc Me
Pong Trinh ctiu giup. Ngudi sé ciu cho,
Nguoi tot lam!
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Théng bé:

- Nhung t6i cé biét Ngudi dau. Ngusi
0 noi nao?

Jacques:

- Toi cling khong biét. Nhung anh cd
cau nguyén, Ngudi sé nghe dugc.

Thang bé:

- Toi sé lam theo 16i anh. Nhung goi
to qua, chu toéi nghe thay sé danh toi.

Jacques:

- Khong can kéu to. Néi nho thoi. Noi
thé nay: «Dtc Me Dong Trinh. Ngudi hay
ctiu giup con. Ngudi la me ctia nhiing ké
dau khd, Ngudi hay ctiu giup con».

Thang bé lam nhu Jacques chi dan,
roi cho dgi.
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- Khong thay ai dén anh a, nd sét
rudt néi - Toi phai dem tai than vé thoi,
ong chu dang doi.

- Néu vay dé toi cung kéo giup anh.
biuc Me Dong Trinh khong dén ngay,
nhung Ngudi van cdu giap.

Jacques nam tai than kéo di cung
thang bé, con Paul thi ddy dang sau.
Jacques kéo khoe qua, tai than quét vao
nhting hon da 6 dudng ci nay 1én. Nhiéu
cho rach, than roi ra. Bon tré lo s¢ phai
diing lai. Nhung Jacques khong roi tri
trudc viéc nho ay.

- Cu dé€ yén thé, t6i di tim cha Mou-
tier, chu ay t6t 1am. Buc Me Dong Trinh
da run rti cha dy dén véi chung toi. Chac
Ngudi sé dua chu ay dén véi anh. Paul!
Chay nhanh theo anh.
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Jacques nam tay em, chay that nhanh
vé nha ba Blidot. Moutier dang ngdi hut
thudc v6i may ngudi khach. Jacques:

- Chu Moutier oi! Chua dén mau giup
cho mdt thang bé. N6 con cuc khé hon
anh em chau. N6 phai kéo mot tai than
nang qua. Chung chau kéo giup nd, tai
rach mat may cho, né sg vé bi cht danh.
bic Me Dong Trinh bdo chu dén ngay
giap no.

- Chau thiy Duc Me & dau nhan cha
nhu thé? - Moutier bu6dn cudi hoi.

- Chéau khong nhin thay, nhung
trong long chdu thay thé. btic Me da dua
chu dén ctiu giup chung chau. Chu ciing
phai ctu gitp thing bé khon khé ay.

- Dong v, chau Jacques t6t bung cta
chu, chu di ngay day. Chau dan dudng
cho chu.



70 9| Comtasss dzSEzmr

Moutier nh¢ ¢ Elfit coi gitp thang
Paul r6i di theo Jacques. Chay theo dugc
mot quang thi Moutier bat gap thang bé.
Anh nhén ra ngay. D¢ la thang Torchon-
net, thang bé da bi lao chu quan Bourni-
er hung di hanh ha. Anh lai gan thang
bé véi vé thuong cam, nhéc tai than 1én
xem, roi rat chi kim t trong tai ra (linh
trang thudng cé thoi quen mang theo
kim chi trong ngudi). Anh khau nhiing
16 thiing va héi thang bé:

- C6 dudng nao dua than vé ma
khong phai di qua lang, d€ lao cha chau
khong nhin thay khong? Chua khong
mudn nhin mdt lao ta. Nhin thay lao ta
cO khi buclén, cht nén cho han mot tran
thi bat lgi lam.

Thang bé:
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- CO, chu a. Di sau nha, trat than vao
kho & bén ngoai.

- Véy di, chau - Moutier ndi va nhac
tai than lén vai.

Torchonnet nhin chu, vé kham phuc.

- Oi, ch khéde qua, tot qua. Chu ndi
gitup chdu cam on Duc Me da dua chu
dén giap chau. bic Me long lanh vo
cung. Anh ban nay noi dung qua - N6
no6i thém va nhin Jacques.

- Toéi noi céd dung khong nao! -
Jacques noi c6 vé phan khai.

Moutier bu6n cudi trudce thai do hon
nhién cua bon tré. Lat sau, dén nha kho,
Moutier trut than roi gip tai ra vé. Thang
bé rut ré nhac lai:
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- Chu oi! Chu cau bic Me dem dén
cho chdu dn, & day chu chdu cho an it
qud, chau ct thay dau & cho nay (no chi
vao da day) va yéu lam.

- Kho than chau! - Moutier thuong
cam tra 16i - Chau cti dén “quan thién
than” chu sé ndi v6i ba Blidot. Ba ay
thuong ngudi lam.

Torchonnet:

- Chau khong ddm. Ong chu giét
chau. Ong 4y ghét cay ghét ding ba Bli-
dot.

Moutier:

- Vay chu xin ba Blidot cdi gi r6i cha
dem cho chdu. Roi hang ngay Jacques sé
dem cho chau an, dugc khong Jacques?

Jacques:
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- Dugc chi a. Ngay nao chau ciing
danh mdt phan thic dn ctia chau dem
cho anh 4ay. Nhung bang cach nao, chau
sg chu anh &y lam.

Torchonnet:

- Anh ct d€ & hoc cay gan giéng
nudc. Ngay nao t6i ciing phai di ldy nudc
ma.

Moutier:

- Pugc day. Nhat tri nhé. Muoi lam
phut nita chau ra. Jacques dem dén giéng
nudéc cho chau. Bay gi¢ di di kéo ngudi
ta nhin thay lai khé cho Torchonnet.

Vé dén nha, Moutier ké cho ba Bli-
dot nghe chuyén thang Torchonnet va
noéi véi ba d€ cho Jacques thuc hién viéc
lam phuc. Va anh noéi thém:
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- Nhung t6i khong muon d€ phién
ba qud. Toi xin chiu trach nhiém phan
an cta nd. Moi nam to6i sé vé day hai lan
dé thanh toan.

Ba Blidot:

- Van dé thanh todan khong quan
trong. Toi chi mong thinh thodng anh vé
day xem may dda bé c6 khoe khong. Nay
Jacques, con mang chd thic an nay ra
héc cay cho thang bé toi nghiép 4y khoi
nhin doi.

Jacques phan khéi nhan géi banh
va thit, dat tay Paul cling ra giéng nudc
cach day tram budc. N6 d€ goi thic an
vao hdc cay va may phuat sau thay Tor-
chonnet di ra tay xach cdi x6. N6 dén hoc
cdy, cam lay goi gidy, md ra an ngdn ngau
mot phan rdi lai gidu vao hdc cay, tu xa
gio tay chao, roi i ach xach x6 nudc ve...
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CHUONG 5
CHIA TAY

Moi nguoi trong “Qudn thién
than” trdi qua moét ngay vui

vé. Tré con dugc vui choi, an uéng ngon
lanh va di ngh s6m sau mot ngay mét
nhoc. Moutier ti€p tuc giap hai chi em
ba Blidot trong viéc phuc vu d6i ba nguoi
khach ghé vao giai khat, nghi chan. Khi
bon tré ngt rdi, anh ngoi ké lai nhiing gi
anh da lam cho hai duda tré bi bo roi.
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Moutier:

- Theo thang Jacques noi, thi ching
van con bo. Nhung tim ong ta & dau?
Tén 6ng ta va noi Ong bi canh sat bat, toi
cling khong biét. Co 1€ 6ng ta dang trong
tu hay trong trai giam vi mot tdi gi do.
Nhung t6t nhat la dting dé cho ching
biét cha chung. Ngay mai, trudc khi di,
toi phai dén Xa trudng trinh bdo va co
thé sé cho ching mot cai ho. Néu 6ng xa
trudng hoi, ba ct ndi sy that. Toi dé dia
chi lai, c6 viéc gi can ba cho toi biét.

Ba Blidot:

- Nhung thinh thodng anh phai quay
lai, chiing van thudc vé anh hon la vé toi.

Moutier:

- Cling may gdp ba, chu khong thi toi
chang biét 1am thé nao. To6i cha c6 nha
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clia, tai san thi khong, nguén song dva
vao hai ban tay trang. Nhung mudn roi
toi xin phép di nghi, ngay hom nay ciing
meét.

Ba Blidot:

- Vay ma anh khong néi sém dé t6i
dua anh di nghi. Phong gan day, & tang
trét, quay ra vuon. Chi em t6i ngu trén
gac.

Ba Blidot dot nén, dua Moutier vao
can phong da chudn bi trudc. Anh cam
on, chao ba, dong ctia cham thudc, viia
hut viia suy nghi, lam dau, doc may cau
kinh, réi 1én giudng ngli mot mach téi
sang hom sau.Anh biét la minh da ngu
mot gidc dai, vi thic day thay hai dia tré
dang riu rit, chi em ba Blidot chuyén tro
vui vé. Hoi ngugng vi day muon, anh voi
nhay khéi giudng va doc kinh tay-thé.
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“Choé ngu tot qua, anh nghi bung,
lau Idm méi cé dugc modt chd nhu thé,
thanh ra day mudn... Phai ra giup viéc
cho hai chi em ba ay méi dugc.”

MG ctia di ra, anh da bat gap hai chi
em ba Blidot, m6i ngudi dang rtia mat va
thay quan 4o cho mot dua tré.

Moutier:

- Xin 16i hai ba; téi ddy mudn qud, &
trai linh t6i khong thé nay dau. Vé day
giuong am dém ém, nén ngu miét.

Jacques:

- Chao chu Moutier, dém qua chua
ngt ngon khong?

Moutier:

- Ngon chdu a, qué ngon ntia la khac.
Chu dday muon, chau khong thay khong.
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Ma chdu ciing thé, ngt tot hon dém qua
trén dong la chu?

Jacques:

- Vang, chdn dém to6t qua. Em Paul
chau nam 4m lam. N6 ngt thét say, kho-
ng nhuac nhich. Ching chdu cam on chua
lam.

Moutier:

- Chéu cam on hai ba day, con chu
c6 gi ma on. Mot ngudi vo gia cu.

Jacques:

- Nhung chu la ngudi da ctu chung
chdu ra khdi khu rting, cha da dua chung
chau dén day. Chu da gtii chung chau noi
hai ba, lic nay hai ba néi Buc Me Dong
Trinh va chu la ngudi da ciu vét anh em
chau.
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Moutier khong néi gi. Anh 6m hai
dda tré vao long hon di hon lai mai, bat
tay hai chi em ba Blidot, r6i ngdi vao ban
cho hai dua tré ria rdy xong.

- C6 viéc gi dé toi giap? - Moutier
hai.

Elfit:

- Anh muon giup thi lay ho cui &
cudi vuon d€ nhom lta, roéi xtic ho mot
xéng than cho vao 10. Trong khi ch¢ doi,
toi di pha ca phé.

Ba Blidot:

- Elfit! Em sai anh Moutier lam nhu
vay sao?

Moutier:

- Ba ctt @€ mac toi. Toi lam dugce. Ba
tudng toi khong vac than cti bao gis a?
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Trong don vi, téi con lam nhiéu viéc hon
thé. Toi khong phai 6ng hoang déu a.

Chua no6i hét cau, Moutier da chay
ra vuon, d6m vé mot bo cui to tudng.

Elfit:

- Trai! Sao lay nhiéu thé nay? Thtia
r6i! Anh @€ lai cho té6i mot phan ba chd
ay thoi, con thi lai dua ra vuon, roi xuc
than vé.

Ba Blidot:
- Elfit, may qua quat l[am!
Elfit:

- Pau c6. Anh ay phai biét cach lam
an. Anh ay cing mudn thé. Anh &y khong
biét nén phai bao.

Moutier:
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- Cam on c6 Elfit, cam on. Toi biét la
cO tot, c6 cam tinh véi toi.

- Ddy chi xem!

Elfit ndi c6 vé dac thang, sau khi
Moutier 6m bé cui di roi.

Ba Blidot lic dau mim cudi. Ba Bli-
dot:

- Minh chi méi biét anh ay c6 tt hom
qua. Anh ay la khach hang, minh phai
phuc vu cht sao lai sai [am.

Elfit:

- Nhung anh ay khong phai la khach
hang nhu moi khach khdac. Anh ay da
dem dén cho chung ta hai dua tré rat
ngoan, chung sé lam cudc song chi em
ta vui tuoi. Phai dén dap lai long tot ctia
anh 4y bang cadm tinh cua chung ta. Em
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nghi c6 cam tinh v6i ai thi phai sai ngudi
ay lam viéc. Em rat ghét nhiing nguoi
ludi biéng, ching mudn dung dén viéc
gi, thay ai lam viéc ho cling mdc.

- CO noi dung day, co Elfit a - Mou-
tier da nghe Elfit noi véi chi - t6i khong
phéi la khach nhu moi khach khac. Toi
chiu on ba va c6 da d6 ganh ndng cho
toi. Toi sé khong bao gio quén.

Elfit:

- Toi biét, anh Moutier a. Anh kho-
ng can nosi toi cling hi€u. Toi rét tinh, toi
doan biét hét day - Elfit mim cudi noi.

Moutier cling mim cudi, khong ndi
gi, cam choi quét nha.

Elfit:
- Anh hay d€ choi day, 1ay khan lau
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ban va 1o sudi da, roi quét nha sau.

Moutier lam theo ram rap. Luc xong
moi viéc, anh ding nghiém theo kiéu
nha binh:

- Bao cédo sép t6i da hoan thanh. Con
viéc gi xin sép ra lénh.

- Tot lam - Elfit ndi sau khi dua mat
quan sat gian phong - Bay gio di lay stia
¢ trai chan nudi gan day, ngay dau lang.
Anh dem theo ca hai dua tré d€ ching
biét duong. Khi anh di r6i chung sé di
lay mot minh.

Moutier nam tay Jacques, Jacques
nam tay Paul. Ca ba chu chau dat nhau
viia chay viia cuoi.

- Ba lIam on cho mua siita - Moutier
néi véi mot ba dang vat siia trong trai.
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Ba chu trai quay lai, ngé ngang thay
mot ngudi chua quen. Ba hoi:

- Anh mua bao nhiéu?

Moutier:

- T6i lai chua héi. Ba ¢t ban nhu moi
ngay. Sang nao cling van mua ma.

Ba cha trai:
- Anh mua cho ai vay?
Moutier:

- Mua cho ba Blidot, & quan «Thién
Than».

Ba chu trai:

- Thé anh giup viéc cho ba ay tu bao
gio?

Moutier:
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- Giup tling lac théi. Mdéi ti hom
qua.

«BuOn cudi that», ba cha trai lam
badm, dong ba binh siia dua cho Moutier.

- C6 phai tra tién khong - Moutier
hoi va moc tay vao tui.

Ba cha trai:

- Khong, tra vao tht ba hang tuan la
ngay chg.

Moutier:

- Toi cting khong biét ddy. Vi toi méi
dén day tii hom qua. Chao ba.

Ba chu trai gat dau chao lai roi lai
tiép tuc cong viéc, trong bung van thac
mac tai sao ba Blidot lai thué ngudi linh
dé gitp viéc, ma that cling chang dé€1am

gl.
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Moutier cling bon tré mang binh stia
vé. Anh thay budn cudi vé ngé ngang ctia
ba cha trai.

- Stia day co. Chac ba chu trai sap lai
gap co.

Elfit:

- bélam gi?

Moutier:

- D€ nghe ¢6 giai thich, vi téi noéi toi
dén giup viéc cho cd.

Elfit:

- Nhung tai sao anh lai n6i thé? Anh
bia chuyén day.

Moutier:

- T61 ndi su that chu, co bia dau. Toi
cha dang giup viéc cho co la gi?
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Elfit:

- Toi khong chiu ndi 16i dua va choi
chi cua anh dau.

Moutier:

- Khong c6 gi dau. Toi cudi vi toi
thay vui. Toi it khi dugc thay thé. Mot
tén linh khon kho, xa qué huong, kho-
ng cha khong me, khong ai than thich,
dugc quén di mot luc s6 phan cua minh
dé hudng su thuong yéu dum boc, toi
thdy sung sudng qua. Cé thé toi da sai
lam, nhung that long t6i khong cé acy.
Co tha thu cho. Toéi cing khong & day
lau ntta. Co6 dung gian toi.

Elfit:

- Chinh td6i méi c6 16i vi da gay su
v6i anh v€ mot chuyén khong dau, anh
Moutier a. Toi xin 16i anh. Néi la chi toi
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va toi thué anh giup viéc thi budn qua, ai
nghe thiy ho ciling sé ché giéu ching toi.

Moutier:

- CO ndi dung ddy. Hay t6i dén noi
lai vé6i ba chu trai.

Ba Blidot:

- Khoi phai dén, anh Moutier a. Co
em Elfit ctia toi that la tré con. Co ay vui
dua qua trén, va thidy anh dé tinh nén
lam dung.

Moutier:

- Khong phai thé dau thua ba, ching
cG 1a toéi van lam theo ménh 1énh c6 Elfit.
Nao ¢6 can gj, xin ra I¢nh.

- Anh giup t6i pha ca phé va nau siia
- Elfit tuci cudi, vé x4u ho.
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Biia dn sang da chuin bi xong, moi
ngudi ngdi vao ban. An xong, Moutier
dén gdp xa trudng. Ba Blidot va c6 Elfit
bat tay vao viéc ndi trg. Bon tré ra vion
choi. Buoi sang qua di. Moutier cung hai
chi em ba Blidot va hai dua tré an trua,
ro6i chuan bi ra di. Anh thanh toan tién
tro, nhung ba Blidot khong chiu nhan.

Ho bin rin chia tay nhau. Jacques
khoc, 6m lay anh. Paul lau nuéc mat cho
anh. Hai dtia quan lay con Capitaine.

- Tam biét Capitaine yéu quy, Jacques
noi. May cting da ctu ching tao & trong
ring, may da trong thay trudc, may da
cong em Paul. Tam biét ngudi ban than
yéu, tam biét. Tao khong bao gid quén
may, cting khong quén cha Moutier.
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Moutier cam dong va budn. Anh
nam chét tay hai chi em ba Blidot tot
bung, hon Jacques, nhin can phong lan
cuoi roi mau chong budc di, khong mot
lan ngodi dau lai.

Hai dua tré dung trudc ctia nhin
theo ngudi ban mdi dang xa dan rdi di
khuat. Jacques lau nuéc mat. Khi khong
thay Moutier nifa, n6 vao nha sa vao tay
ba Blidot va ntic nd khdc.

- Bay gid chu Moutier di r6i, ba kho-
ng dudi ching chau chu ba? Ba van cho
em Paul chau & lai day va cho chdu 6 véi
noé chu?

Ba Blidot:

- Khong! Ta khong duoi cac con di
dau. Ta van cho cac con & day. Ta coi cac
con nhu chinh con ta. Ta yéu cau cac con
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goi ta la Me. Dling goi la Ba. Bat dau tu
lac nay.

Jacques:

- Vang, ba la me chung con nhu
ngudi me xau s ctia con. Paul, ti nay
em dlng goi la Ba, phai goi 1a Me.

Paul:

- Khong, em khong muén dau. Em
chi muoén di véi con Capitaine va chu
Moutier thai.

Jacques:

- Nhung cha Moutier va Capitaine
di roi.

Paul:
- Anh dat em di dén véi Capitaine.

Jacques:
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- Thé em khong yéu me Blidot a?
Paul:
- Yéu chti, nhung yéu Capitaine hon.

Elfit:

- Ké no Jacques. Roi nd sé quen dan.
N6 sé€ yéu bon ta nhu Capitaine, n6 goi
chi ta la me, goi ta la co; ta la c6 cua con.

Jacques:

- Vang. co la ¢ ctia con - Jacques noi
va 6m hon co.

Jacques thay yén tam va vui. N6 bay
cho thang em moi thi tro choi bang
nhiing hon soi con, nhiing mau g6 nho,
nhting manh gidy vun. Con n6 thi tim
cach giup dé ba Blidot va c6 Elfit nhiing
viéc vat nhu rtia bat, quét nha, di mua
thu nay thu no. Dén chiéu n6 lai gan ba
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Blidot va néi vé lung tung:

- Me. me da htia v6i cht Moutier cho
thang Torchonnet an. Luc ndy, con nhin
thay no chay, cam chiéc banh trong tay,
né ra hiéu cho con biét rang no ra giéng
kin nuéc. Me cho con céi gi dé con dem
ra goc cay cho no.

Ba Blidot:

- U, miéng thit va miéng banh day,
con dem ra géc cay cho noé. Tu nay, hé
me quén thi con nhac me nhé.

Jacques:

- Cam on me! Me cling nhan tii nhu
chu Moutier.

Jacques dem goi thiic an ra hdc cay &
giéng nudc. Thang Torchonnet xach cai
binh vla di vlia ngon banh va thit cta
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ba Blidot. Viia udng nudc trong binh, n6
viia gat dau chao Jacques va Paul roi voi
quay vé quan hang.

Ngay thang di qua, Jacques va moi
ngudi trong quan «Thién Than» séng
hanh phtc, con thiang bé Torchonnet
khén khé lién tuc bi cht hanh ha. Nhiéu
lan Jacques va Paul lén giap né nhiing
viéc qua suc chu sai, nhu vac goi do dén
dau lang. Hodc chiu vlia roi n6 phai di
xa, Jacques xin ba Blidot cho di thay né
dé n6 ngoi nghi & goc céy, an banh ba
cho...
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CHUONG 6
BAT NGO VA SUNG SUONG

D a ba ndm nay, hai dua tré mo coi
vé & vGi hai chi em ba Blidot.
Hai ba mdi ngay quy chung thém, chung
cling cang ngay cang ngoan ngoan va dé
thuong. Jacques rat yéu em, em no ciing
yéu nd. Hai dua tré quan quit bén ba Bli-
dot va c6 Elfit. Moi ngudi luon nhac dén
Moutier véi long quy mén.

ba lau khong nhan dugc tin tic vé
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anh. Thaoi gian dau anh c6 vé hailan cling
con Capitaine, moi lan & tham vai ngay.
Anh cling nhiéu lan viét thu hoéi tinh
hinh. Ba Blidot trd 161 day dt moi viéc.
Qua thu gti ve, biét 1a anh da vao linh,
vi c6 chién tranh & Crimée. R6i chién
tranh két thic, nhiéu ngudi da tré vé véi
nhting tdm hudn chuong vé vang, dong
thoi cling d€ lai nhiéu tang toc. Khong
it gia dinh mat chong, mat cha, mat con,
nhiéu nguoi dé€ lai mot phan xuong mau
noi chién trudng.

Mot budi sang, Jacques va Paul dang
quét san trudc quan, hai chi em ba Blidot
dang nau an, thi c6 mdt ngudi dan dng
lai gan, nam ldy choéi cta Paul, lam né
kéu toang lén:

- Anh Jacques ¢i! Ctiu em v6i! Ngudi
nay lay chdi ctia em.
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Jacques lao dén bénh em. Thay né
nhin, ngudi kia budng tay ra. Jacques d6m
cham lay ngudi dan 6ng va reo lén:

- Me oi! C6 gi! Chu Moutier da vé!

Nghe tiéng reo, ba Blidot va c6 El-
fit chay voi ra. Moutier ddt Paul xudng,
chay lai xiét chat tay hai ba. Noi mtling
khong noi sao cho hét. Moi ngudi cung
noi, cung hoi, khong ai tra 16i ai. Mai sau
moi ngudi mai tam yén dé nghe Moutier
ké chuyén.

- Vé qué dugc mot thoi gian - Mou-
tier ndi - tdi nghe tin cé chién tranh
vGi nuéc Nga. Trong long t6i ndi 1én sy
mong muon dugc cung cac dong doi cit
ra tran. Thé la t6i dang ky di hai ndm va
toi lén dudng. Tu day khong con thu
tu gi dugc niia. Hét chién dich no dén
chién dich kia. D& b6 1én Gallipoli, toi bi
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ngay mot tran dich suyt chét. Via khoi
lai phai hanh quén ngay di Crimée tham
gia chién dau & Alma. Chung t6i chién
dau rat diing cam. Chung t6i leo 1én nui
dudilan mua dan d€ dudi quan dich. Mot
tuéng chi huy cua doi phuong suyt bi
ching t6i bat, ong ta bo ca xe va moi quan
trang dé€ chay. Ti€p theo la chién dich Sé-
bastopol. Mot cudc giang co quyét liét,
bén quyét tam cudp, bén quyét tam gid.
Thuong vong cling nhiéu & ca hai bén.
Lai dén chién dich Malakoff, mot cudc
chién nay ltia, mdi chién si dang dugc
thudng mot huan chuong va dugc thing
mot cap. Trong chién dich nay t6i bi hai
vién dan, mét vién vao canh tay trai, mot
vién xuyén qua ngudi, da tuéng nam lai.
Viia khdi toi di ngay, vé cdi «Qudn Thién
Than» nay, noi c6 nhiing nguoi téi hang
mong nhd, hai dua tré rat ngoan, hai ba
phu nti rat qui. Toi cling tin rdng vé day
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s€ dugc don ti€p than tinh, sau moét vai
ngay toi lai c6 thé bat tay vao cong viéc
phu giup c6 Elfit, mot nguoi chi huy rat
gioi.

Moutier mim cud6i khi néi nhiing
tiéng nay. Ba Blidot t6 y vui mling, con
Elfit ma ting hong.

Elfit:

- Anh Moutier, anh van khéng quén
chuyén ngdc nghéch cua to6i cach day ba
ndm, lac t6i la mdt con bé muoi bay tuoi.
Bay gio toi khong con dai dot nhu thé
ntia, khong dam sai khién anh linh tinh
nua.

Moutier:

- bay 1a nhiing chuyén budn cudi,
nhiing chuyén vui, quén sao dugc. Toi
cting khong quén nhiing gi da c6 trong
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ba 14n ngan ngti t6i vé day, tting 16i ndi,
ting cd chi, co Elfit a. Jacques cta chu
cling nhé lau lam. Nhin thay cha la chau
nhan ra ngay.

Jacques:

- Chéau khong nhan ra cha sao dugc.
Chéau khong lic nao quén chu, lac nao
cling giti chu trong tim nay va cau nguyén
cho chu. Cha xt day chdu cau nguyén,
chéu day lai cho Paul.

Moutier:

- Chu cling hoc cau nguyén day. Linh
muc Parabere day chu day, trudc chu cé
biét cau nguyén dau. Linh muc Parabére
l1a mdt ngudi tuyét voi.

Jacques:

- Linh muc ay & dau? Chau mudn
gap hodc viét thu cho 6ng ay.
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Moutier:

- Chau ct noi, linh muc sé nghe tiéng
chdu. Linh muc & gan Chua Troi ma.

Paul ngoi canh Moutier, madm mé
tam huan chuong ctia anh. N6 hoi:

- Céi nay la cdi gi, chu ?
Moutier:

- Day la huan chuong cha dugc
thudng & tran danh Malakoft.

Elfit:

- Vay ma sao khong thay anh ké
chuyén?

Moutier:

- Co gi dau, co Elfit. Dong doéi toi
ciing lam nhu t6i, chi cé diéu t6i may
hon ho.
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Elfit:

- Anh dugc huan chuong, chac anh
phai cé gi hon ho.

Moutier:

- Khong dau! Chi c6 céi nay. Toi da
c6 may man dem vé cho bén minh mot
14 c& va moét vién tudng.

Elfit:
- Thé nao! Mot vién tudng?
Moutier:

- Mot vién tuéng ctia Nga da gia, bi
thuong, nhi€u xat chét de 1én, khong rut
ngudi ra dugc. Toi da kéo dugc dng ta ra
va dem vé cung 14 c4. V€ gan don vi thi
toi bi phat dan vao tay. Nhung t6i van
con di dugc. Roi mot phat nita xuyén qua
ngudi, toi ngd xudng, cau nguyén Drc
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Me Dong Trinh cho t6i va vién tuéng bi
thuong. Pon vi da tim thay t6i va vién
tudng. Khong biét khi tinh lai 6ng ta da
noi gi, chi biét sau do t6i dugc thudng
huan chuong.

Ba Blidot:

- Mot thanh tich day. Gid mot ngudi
khac chac da khoe ngay, con anh lai im
lim.

Paul:
- Me oi, con d6i, con muén an.
Moutier (dung day):

- Tai toi day. Toi lam dao 1on moi
sinh hoat trong nha. Co Elfit, t6i da san
sang, cO ra lénh di.

Elfit:
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- Toi khong cé 1énh gi ra cho anh.
Anh dé chung t6i phuc vu. Jacques, chau
bay ban di.

Jacques diing day, khong day ba phut
moi cai da san sang. Moutier cat banh,
muc xup. Va muc thit ham vao bdt,
xuong ham ldy rugu. Moi ngudi vao ban.
Jacques ngdi canh Moutier, Paul ngoi
canh n6 nhu thuong 1é.

- Chdu 16n qué, mdéi ba ndm! - Mou-
tier au yém dat tay 1én dau Jacques - Paul
cting da bang chau ngay nao.

Elfit:

- No6 ciing biét nhiéu chuyén nhu
Jacques, doc da thao, dang hoc viét.

Moutier:

- Con Jacques, chau hoc dén dau ro6i?
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Jacques:

- Ch4au 16n hon Paul, nén biét nhiéu
hon nd. Chau dua vé cho chu xem.

Moutier:
- bung day, dua v6 chu xem.
Jacques:

- Thay khen chau viét cht dep. Chau
chi la c6 gang viét thoi.

Moutier:

- Chau viét dep that day.
Paul:

- Chu van la linh a?
Moutier:

- Chu 1a trung doéi trudng, chdu a.
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Elfit:

- Vay ma cting khong thiy anh ké.
Trung doi trudng tu bao gio?

Moutier:

- Sau chién dich Inkerman. Ciing la
gap may thoi. Sau chién dich Alma, toi
dugc dé bat ti€u doi trudng, roi trung
doi trudng, rdi huy chuong, ro6i huan
chuong.

Jacques:
- Chu ké cho ca nha nghe nao.
Moutier:

- C6 gi dau chéau! Chu ctiing lam nhu
moi nguoi. Chi cé & Alma, chii may man
cttu mot vi dai ta bi thuong. Ong 4y bi
quan dich bat. Chua da x6ng vao cudp lai.
Quan dich phai bo chay.
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Ba Blidot:
- Thé roi sao nia.
Moutier:

- Toi dugc dé bat trung doi trudng la
sau lan ay.

Elfit:

- Thé huy chuong, anh dugc thudng
bao gio?

Moutier:

- Trong tran Traktir. Chang t6i bi
mat dai tuéng vi trung dan. Toi da lén
thay d€ chi huy. Téom lai van la gdp may.

Moi ngudi vlia an viia trd chuyén.
Jacques hoéi 6ng tudng bi bat [am tu binh
ra sao.

Moutier:



Quin@tn @ | 111

- Ca chu, ca 6ng ay déu bi thuong
ning. Ong 4y cling bi mot phat dan xuyén
qua ngudi va nhiéu phat khac. Ca 6ng
ay, ca chu dugc dua vé bénh vién Mar-
seille; 6ng &y muon & cung chu tai mot
phong riéng. Roi ngudi ta dem ca chu va
ong ay vé khu nudc su6i Bagnols d€ diéu
dudng. Sau mot thoi gian ngudi ta dinh
dua cé chua va 6ng ay vé Paris, nhung chu
xin dugc vé qué va xudt nga. Thé l1a chu
vé day, noi c6 hai chu bé ngoan ngoan,
hai ba ban dang quy, nci ma chu c6 thé
song hanh phuc, co6 tuong lai, mudn & lai
mai mai khong di dau nia, d€ phu giap
cho me Blidot va c6 Elfit trong moi viéc.

Ba Blidot:

- Toi rat nhat tri. Chung t6i quy anh
va vui muing thdy anh da veé. Phai khong
co Elfit.
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Elfit:

- Bung vay. Ching t6i nhac dén anh
luén va mong anh vé.

Moutier:

- Cam on ba Blidot va c6 Elfit. Nhung
con mot diéu, trong vui miing dugc tré
vé hom nay, to6i quén mat mot ngudi.
Khong biét bay gid ra sao roi, thang bé
Torchonnet ay?

Jacques:

- N6 van khd 1am chu a. Ba ba hdm
nay chau khong nhin thay nd, chac né
lam viéc. May hom nay chau thay c6 mot
ong di xe dén quan, mot 6ng lich sy, xe
cling dep. Ca ngudi cd xe di hom qua.
Sudt may ngay ¢ day khong thay ong ay
ra ngoai 14n nao. Chac vi thé ma Tor-
chonnet ban v6i 6ng khach dy, khong
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thay ra dudng.
Moutier:

- Chu chau ta sé di tim hiéu, nhung
phai khéo. Chap t6i hay di dé ngudi ta
khéi nhin thay.

Jacques:

- Gi® nay chu quén chua vé, 6 nha
chi cé vg ong ta.

Paul:
- Thé con con Capitaine dau chu?
Moutier:

- N6 da anh ding hy sinh trong tran
bao vay Sébastopol, dau bi mot phat dai
bac cat cut trong mot dém gac véi chu.
Mot dém lanh dén 20 d6 duéi khong.

Jacques:
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- Toi nghiép cho con Capitaine. Chau
cu hy vong dugc gdp lai no.
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CHUONG 7
MOT NGUOI PUQC CUU SONG

gufii chiéu, ca nha dao choi va
tro chuyén, nhung tranh di vé
phia quan hang Bournier. Mai sau biia
an chiéu, troi t6i han, Moutier méi ciing
Jacques dén day d€ do xét tinh hinh thang
Torchonnet tdi nghiép. Ho phai vong ra
xa dé dén phia sau quan hang. Jacques
dat Moutier di theo nhiing ngd xém
vang dén day nha vé sinh. Troi t6i om va
im ang. Cuia dong chit, khong c6 16i vao
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trong nha. Chi riéng nha kho dé trong.
Hai chu chau vao day thi mot luc thay
ctia sau mo. Mot ngudi khé khang di ra.
Qua anh sdng 16 mo6 ctia ngon den dau
ngudi ay cam tay, Moutier nhédn ngay ra
chtl quan. Anh ta dén ché dé€ than, cach
nha kho mot vach go, than trong ma ctia.

- Bu6i téi ciia may déy - Tén chti quan
ndi giong cuc can nhung khé - Nguoi
khach la di r6i. Ngay mai may tré lai cong
viéc. Phai coi chling, néu may hé ra véi
ai nhiing gi may da nghe thay, trong thay
va rang may da bi nhot trong ldc nguoi
khach tro 6 quan nay, tao sé danh dap
xuong va thiéu song. Nghe chua, do suc
vat.

- Vang a, thua ong - Torchonnet tra
161, giong run run.
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Lao chu quan di ra, dong cua, vao
nha.

Khi da tin chac khong ai cé thé
nghe dugc, Moutier lai gan vach go bao
Jacques khé goi Torchonnet.

- Torchonnet! Anh Torchonnet tdi
nghiép! Sao anh bi nhot & phong tdi nay?

Torchonnet:

- Anh day a, anh Jacques? Sao anh
biét con ngudi doc ac Ay nhot toi & day?
Toi cing ching biét tai sao han nhét toi.

Jacques:
- Anh bi nhot tl bao gio?
Torchonnet:

- Tl hom mot 6ng ngudi dep dé di
chiéc xe lich sy, mang dén mot hop dung
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day vang, Ong 4y thuong t6i, bao chti toi
1a t6i c6 vé 6m yéu lam, muon tra tién
dé dua t6i di cho khac. Chu t6i tl choi.
Thay vay ong khach dua t6i mdt dong
tién vang, bao di mua mot franc thuoc
14, cho tién con thiia cho tdi. Chu t6i di
theo, toi chua kip ra ngoai dudng, ong
ta da giat ldy dong tién. Toi mudn kéu
nhung 6ng ay tum c6 t6i 16i vao kho than
nay, bao hé kéu dng ay giét. Chiéu dén,
ong ay dem cho t6i mét miéng banh va
mot binh nudec.

Moutier:
- Toi nghiép chau!

Tiéng noi ctia Moutier lam Torchon-
net giat minh.

Torchonnet:
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- Troi oi! Ai dén véi anh ddy. Chu toi
biét sé giét toi.

Moutier:

- Chau yén tam! Chua day. Ba ndm
trudc chu da vac ho chau tai than. Cha la
ban, la bo cta Jacques, chu khong phan
chdu dau. Ong khach di bao gio?

Torchonnet:

- Ong chu béo 1a di di, nhung chéu
khong tin. Vi chiéu nay chdu con nghe
thdy ong khach ndi to tiéng. Cha chau
chui, roi co tiéng huynh huych nhu danh
nhau. Em 6ng chu va vg 6ng chu cling to
tiéng roi khong nghe gi ntia. Sau ddy o6ng
chu dén dem banh cho chau.

Moutier tuc run nguoi:

- Chung giét ngudi chang? Hay
chuén bi giét? Lam thé nao d€ ngan chan?



Quin@tn @i Y 121

Cua dong kin ca. Lam thé nao vao dugc
ma khong gay ti€ng dong? Khong phai
ta sg. V&i con dao gdm Angiéri va may
khau sing ngan nay, ta cé thé giai quyét
dé dang. Nhung néu ngudi khach la con
song, nghe tiéng ta pha cua, ching sé
giét ngudi ay trudc khi ta vao sao huyét
cta chung. Lay Chua, hay mach bao con!
Cham mot phut la nguy cho tinh mang
nguoi khach la.

Moutier diing ldng mdt luc, rdi bao
Jacques:

- Con vé nha di, § day vudéng chan
chu.

Jacques:

- Chau khong vé. Chau biét chu dinh
vao xem c6 gi nguy hiém cho ong khach
khong. Chau 6 lai day dé ho tro.
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Moutier:

- Chau khong giup dugc gi dau, chi
quan chan chd. Chau vé di! Chu bao roi
day!

May tiéng nay chd néi nhd nhung
vGi giong cuong quyét lam cho Jacques
khong dam cai lai. N6 hon tay Moutier
va ra vé. Khi né di xa roi, Moutier ra
khoéi nha kho, thi ctia quan lai mé. Chu
quan Bournier rén rén di ra, lang nghe
va quay lai néi khé:

- Khong c6 ai dau! Nhanh lén! Trang
moc thi nhé viéc.

Lao quay vao, dé clia m&. Moutier
luét theo sao, dling lai trudc can phong
lao viia vao, anh sang 16 mo soi mot than
ngudi nam dai trén mat dat, tay chan bj
tréi, mom nhét gié. Nguoi em trai va vg
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lao chtt quan x6c¢ vai, con ldo nam hai
chian. Chung sap khiéng di thi Moutier
lao vao ban gay dui lao cht quan bang
mot phat sung, ldy bang sing danh vé
dau thang em, quit nga mu vg bang mot
qua dam vao dau. Ca ba nga vat, riéng
lao cht quan kéu dugc mot tiéng. Mou-
tier ddy lao vao mot x9, lay dao cat day
tréi ngudi khach la téi nghiép, rut gié
trong miéng ong. Tréi lao chu quan lai,
anh chay vao phong, mé ctia ra dudng,
ban mot phat sung va hét 16n:

- C6 ké trom, co ké giét ngudi!

Nghe tiéng kéu, nhiéu nha mé ctia,
nhiéu dau 16 ra.

- O quan nay! Moutier hét to - Ct lai
day, khong s¢ nguy hiém dau.

Cau ndi tran an lam mot s6 nguoi
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hang hai lén. Ho vac dao, cac gay dén
quan tro, trong bung van run. Pén ctia
quan, ho diing lai nghe ngéng, chua dam
vao ngay, vi chua biét tinh hinh bén trong
thé nao.

Ho dang do du va hdi nhau, thi Elfit
dén. Nghe ti€ng sing bao dong ctia Mou-
tier, c6 chay lai va goi dan lang dén ctu
anh va Jaques ma co tudng ciing dang &
day.

Elfit:

- O day xay ra viéc gi thé? Sao cac
bac khong vao xem? Anh Moutier dau?
Vao di cht!

Mot ngudi cat tiéng:

- Chua hiéu thé nao, c6 Elfit a. Vao
ma khong biét bén trong cé chuyén gi,
c6 nhiing ai, thi dé nguy hiém lam. Lao
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Bounier 1a mot tén xau. Khong ai mudn
day vdi lao.

Elfit:

- Vay cha nhé ct dé cho ké nao day
giét nguoi a. Cu phai vao xem sao chu.
Toi la phu ni ddy, nhung t6i khong so.
Toi vao day.

Elfit giat dao trong tay mot ngudi,
lao vao trong nha goi:

- Anh Moutier, anh & dau? Jacques &
dau? Cai gi xay ra v6i anh vay? Toi lai ho
trg anh day.

Elfit da vao dén noi. Co thay tén chu
quan cya quay, mu vg bat tinh nhén su.
Moutier dang vdy nudc vao mdt ngudi
khach la dang nam trén dat. Chi thay
mat ong bé bét mdu, nhung khong biét
do vét thuong nao hay tii trong mii chay
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ra. Nghe tiéng Elfit, anh ngting lén, di vé
phia co.

- Co Elfit quy mén, c6 vao day toi
s¢ lam. Co di ra, duing & day. Co ra goi
ngudi dén. Sao co vao day dugc day vay?

Elfit:

- Toi nghe tiéng sung va tiéng anh
kéu. Toi sg co chuyén khong may xay dén
cho anh, nén tdi chay lai. Déan lang da
dén, dang & ngoai kia, hon chuc nguoi.
Nhung ho s¢g khong dam vao. To6i vao
trudc.

- C6 khong s¢ nguy hiém a?

- Moutier ndi va du yém nam tay El-
fit - CO goi may ngudi vao san soc ba tén
nay, may ngudidibdo canh sat va dua dng
khach nay ra ngoai. Chac chiing muén
giét ngudi d€ cudp tién. Con Jacques toi
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da bao vé véi co roi ma.

Elfit khong hoi gi thém, quay ra cua,
ndi lai nhiing diéu Moutier yéu cau cho
moi nguoi biét, rdi chay voi v€ quan
«Thién Than» bdo cho ba chi biét d€ yén
tam. Luc ra ctia qudn Bournier, cO gap
Jacques viia chay dén. No nghe tiéng
sung voi vang dén ngay ho trg, nhung
phai di dudng vong nén dén sau. Co noi
tom tat cho no biét su viéc va bao nd
quay vé v6i co. N6 dén cha dugc viéc gi
lai vuéng chan Moutier.

May ngudi con dang dung run & cua,
nghe Elfit gidi thich chay luén vao gip
Moutier dé€ giup.

Moutier:

- Cdc bac giup dua chung vé trai
giam nao gan nhat cua thanh pho. Toi
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chi la ngudi & noi xa dén, khong biét ai.
Mot vai bac giup dua 6ng khach la nay
ra ngoai, bon chung dinh giét dé 1dy cta.
Can tim mot thay thudc dén sdn soc cho
ong ta.

May ngudi trong thdy Moutier mac
quan phuc deo lon dai uy va gan huan
chuong nén trong né, san sang nhan
nhiém vu. Hai ngudi di bdo canh sit,
bon ngudi canh gac nhiing tén hung thu.
Moutier cti mdt ngudi dén nha ba Blidot
hoi xem ba c6 dong y nhan ngudi khach
la nay dén 6 khong, va bao ngudi vao mé
ctia kho than cho Torchonnet ra.

Nguoi di vé cho biét ba Blidot dong
y san sang dé ngudi khach la dén luc nao
cling dugc.

Moutier d€ cai dém xudng dat nguoi
khach lén. Thém ba ngudi khoe manh
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giup anh dua ngudi khach vé quan ba
Blidot, dat lén giudng trong can phong
ba da chuin bi san. Ba giup thay quan
a0, lau v€t mdu trén mat 6ng khach. Lau
sach rdi, Moutier nhin mdt 6ng khach
kéu lén:

- Phuc dtc lam sao, ba Blidot oi! Ba
cd biét ngudi téi ciu khdi ludi dao tan
bao la ai khong? Vi tudng tu binh t0i
nghiép cua toi ddy! Ma quai run rui thé
nao ma ong lai vao d4y? Ong 4y mé mit
ra. Sap tinh han roi.

Vi tuéng da tinh lai, nhin chung
quanh, nhin ba Blidot, nhung chua nhin
thdy Moutier con bi tadm rido che khuat.
Nhung khi vi tuéng héi:

- Toi 6 dau thé nay? Chuyén gi da
Xy ra?
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Moutier xudt hién nam tay ong va

&

noi:

- Tuéng quéan dang & nha cac ba ban
toi, Tuéng quan da lot vao nha tén ké
cudp. Toi da ban gay chian no, danh vé
so thang em, nén mdt ddm lam vg nd bat
tinh nhan su.

Vi tudng:

- Thé nao! Lai van 1a anh a, anh Mou-
tier quy mén? Toi vi anh ma sa co, anh
lai la ngudi ctiu toi ra. Mot lan niia anh
la ctiu tinh cta toi.

Moutier:

- Toi rat sung sudéng da giup Tudng
quan mot viéc nho. Nhung sao Tudng

quan lai dén day dé lot vao tay bon dau
gau?
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Vi tuéng xin mot cdc rugu, uong
xong thay khoe lai, 6ng méi ké véi Mou-
tier:

- Anh da c¢6 14n noi véi tdi rang anh
muon vé day véi hai diia tré va hai ba ban
than. Téi mudn dem xe dén day dén anh
cung di diéu dudng tai sudi nudc nong,
dé€ anh khai phai di bd vat va. Vay 1a toi
vao quan tro nay va ti niia thi bi ching
cat co.

Moutier:

- Sao chung bat 6ng, vao sao muon
giét ong?

Vi tudng:

- T6i va cham véi lao vé chuyén mot
thang bé qua 6m yéu, qua kho 6. Toi thay

thuong no, dua cho n6 hai muoi franc
di mua mot franc thud6c 14, con thiia cho
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no. Lao cht quan luu manh da cudp cta
nd. Hom sau tdi da hoi lai. Téi dugce biét
thang bé la con mot ba dn xin. Ba cho
lao dé€ giup viéc. Thang bé bi d6i xu tan
nhan qud. T6i muodn tra tién dé€ dua noé di
hoc viéc noi khac, nhung lao cha khong
nghe. To6i ndi sé€ dén dé nghi Xa trudng.
Lao n6i ndng vai toi va dn ndi tho 16. Toi
da hd hénh d€1ao nhin thay cai hop dung
day tién va vang va ndi la 1ao bd 16 mot
co hoi kiém tién. Lao xudng thang, dong
y nhuong thang bé; nhung t6i lai tt choi,
bo tién va vang vao hop. Lao nhin tdi cdm
ghét va bo di. Mot gid sau, vo lao dua toi
sang mot phong nho ¢ xa va dua xuat an
dén cho to6i. Toi an xong thi thang chong
vao. Vao roi no lai ra, khoa trai ctia. Toi
nhdy ra cta, lay va goi. Khong ai thua.
Khong sao mé ra dugc. Toi dén cua so6
va md&; nhung cé chan song, khong nhay
ra dugc. Toi sg qua. Trong tay khong co
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vii khi. Toi gao 1én. Khong ai tra 16i. Lam
thé nao? Chi con cach la cho dgi. Dinh
bung khi ho dem xuat an dén t6i sé lao
ra. Nhung lai khong lam thé. Ho dua qua
chan song ctia. «Banh va nuéc day». Lao
chtt quan ndi va dong ctia s6. «To6i & nhu
thé hai ngay, mét muon chét, chi co mot
chiéc ghé dya dé ngoi, banh va nudc dé
song. Toi rat lo nhung biét rdi sé ra sao.
Toi phat dién nguoi lén khi nghi rang
anh chi ¢ day cach d6 nam tram budc
ma khong dén ctiu dugc. Dén ngay thu
ba, toi nghe cé nhiing tiéng dong thai bat
thuong phia ctia. Toi dinh hé ctia m& sé
lao ra. Roi tiéng dong dén gan, ti€ng chia
khoa tra vao 6, ctia md tu tu. Vi trong
budng t6i, chung khong nhin thay toi. Toi
doi ctia md rong thém sé lao ra. Nhung
mot qua dam nén vao mii t6i, mau oc
ra, lap ca mat. Chung dong qua, ra stic
nén vao dau, vao lung, vao mat tdi téi
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tap. Toi kéu, toi goi, toi cau ciu. Chung
quat toi nga xuong dat. Mot dua ngdi lén
nguc toi, nhiing dia khac troi chan tay
toi, nhét mui soa vao miéng to6i. Toi bat
tinh... Khong biét anh da gidi thoat cho
toi thé nao?

Moutier:

- Toi sé ké dé Tudéng quan nghe khi
Tudéng quan d6 mét. Tudng quan cd vé
mét lam. Can c6 thay thudc san séc.

Vi tudng:

- To6i chi muon nam nghi théi. Kho-
ng can thay thudc. D€ cho t6i nglh mot
lat. Vé & day gan anh va cac ban anh, t6i
thdy yén tam, muon ngu mot giac.

Noi roi vi tuéng uong thém mot coc
rugu, quay dau va ngu thiép di.
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CHUONG 8
THU XEP CHO TORCHONNET

gé Blidot va Moutier con ngdi lai
canh vién tuéng mot luc. Thay
ong ngu yén, ba Blidot noi:

- T6i 6 day mot luc niia, xem Ong ay
c6 nam yén khong tién thé lau chui, don
dep trong phong. Anh lai dang kia xem
bon an cudp thé nao.

Moutier:
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- Ba noi dung day. D€ toi di. Jacques
dau, Jacques oi!

Ba Blidot:

- Chac dang & cho Elfit. Anh lai day
Xem.

Moutier di ra, déng cua va vao
phong. Elfit dang 6 ddy v6i hai dda tré.
Thay Moutier, Jacques nhao ra:

- Chéu lo cho chu quda. Nghe thay
sing nd, chau tudng no giét chu roi.

Moutier cui xuéng 6m hon Jacques
may lan, roi lai gan Elfit, nam tay c6 mim
cudi. Elfit nhin anh véi vé hai long.

Elfit:
- Toi cing thé, t6i lo cho anh qua.

Moutier:
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- Lo cho t6i nén c6 can dam qua, bat
chip nguy hiém, khong do du gi. Tinh
than diing cam cua c6 lam tdi vua than
phuc, viia bi€t on. Té6i ndi thanh that day.

Elfit:

- Thay anh hai long vé€ viéc t6i lam,
toi sung suéng day. Toi cu lo da lam dai
dot.

Moutier mim cuoi.

- Toi phai dén dang kia xem tinh hinh
nhu thé nao day. Toi giai quyét nhanh dé
con thu xé€p cho thang Torchonnet.

Jacques:

- Chu c¢6 dong y cho chdu di cung
khong? Bay gio khong s¢ nguy hiém nia.

Moutier:
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- Bi dugc. Nhung khong biét giai
quyét thé nao cho Torchonnet day? Pua
noé vé véi Cha xd c¢6 dugc khong?

Elfit:
- Sao khong dua né vé day?
Moutier:

- bay khong phai la chd an nau, co6
Elfit a. Hon niia chung ta cting chua biét
n6 nhu thé nao, cho né vé day c6 nguy
hiém cho ta khong? Néu Cha xt dong
¥, thi n6 rat sudng, no sé tré thanh mot
dda tré tot, sau nay thanh ngudi cong
dan tot.

Elfit:

- Anh néi phai, bao gid anh ciing c6
ly. Vay anh di mau va mau vé.

Moutier:
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- Rat mau, Di véi chy, Jacques!

Moutier dat tay Jacques di. Trong
quan tro Bournier dang om som nhting
tiéng kéu rén, chui bdi, nguyén rua.
Nhiing ké bi thuong da tinh lai, dan lang
trdéi chung va di di lai lai canh gac. Dua
nao chti, ho da va mang nhiéc thim té.
Moutier hoi da gidi thoat Torchonnet
chua, nhung ngudita quén. Anh cung véi
Jacques vao kho than dé mé ctia. Nhung
khong c6 chia khda. Jacques dinh luc tim
¢ tui 4o chu quan, nhung Moutier bdo
khong can. Anh ghé vai 4y, chua dugc.
ay thém cai niia, ctia d6 am. Torchonnet
so qud, khong dam ra. Jacques gidi thich
cho né biét vi khong c6 chia khoa nén
chi Moutier phai ddy do6 ctia. N6 ciing
noéi cho Torchonnet biét chu quan da bi
bat, canh sat sap dén giai di.
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Torchonnet mung dugc giai thoat,
sup xuong dinh hon chan Moutier va
Jacques. Moutier ngan lai noi:

- Chdu cadm on Chua long lanh!
Ngudi da ctu vét chau.
Torchonnet:

- Chau tudng la chu va Jacques ctu
chdu day chu?

Moutier:

- Chu khong bao la khong chau a,
nhung van ct phai ta on Chua. Chu biét
la chau chua hiéu dau. Nhung ro6i mot
ngay kia chau sé hiéu. Bay gio chau di
theo chu dén gép Cha xu.

Torchonnet (chap tay):

- Khong, khong dén Cha xi dau.
Chau lai cha.
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Moutier:

- Sao chdu s¢ Cha xt? Cha c6 lam gi
dau.

Torchonnet:

- Cha khong lam gi, vi chdu chua bao
gio gan cha. Nhung néu cha s6 vao chau,
cha sé an thit chau.

Moutier:
- Ai bao thé? Bay nao!
Torchonnet:

- Chti chau bdo thé. Ong 4y bao diing
lai gan, cha an thit.

Jacques:

- Ha! Ha! Ha! Ngay nao t6i cling dén,
cO bi an thit dau.
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Torchonnet:
- Anh ddm dén a? Sao thé nhi?
Moutier:

- Cht chau 1a do6 x¢ 14, 1a thang du
con. N6 khong muon chau gap Cha x,
sd chau néi véi cha nén nd doa thé. Ca
di theo chu.

Torchonnet di theo Moutier va
Jacques mot cach mién cudng. Moutier
dua né di qua quan tro, chdé no6 nhin thay
cht quan bi trdi, thay vg lao va em trai
lao, r6i lai ra ngay dé€ dén gido duong.

Cua dong vi da hoi muon. Moutier
g6 cta. Linh muc dich than ra mé. Ngudi
nhan ra ngay Moutier.

Linh muc:
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- Chao anh Moutier. Anh vé tu bao
gio?

Moutier:

- Tl sang nay, thua cha. Con muon
dén thua cha mot viéc.

Linh muc:
- Bugc. Viéc gi, anh ct ndi.
Moutier:

- Thua cha, xin cha cho dtia bé nay
dn va § mot thoi gian.

Linh muc:

- Chu n6 tra tu do cho né roi a. Day
la viéc lam tu thién duy nhat ti ngay toi
biét 6ng ta. Thang bé nay can dugc day
do. Pa lau téi mudn dat van dé, nhung
khong cd cach nao gan no.
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Linh muc muon cam tay Torchonnet
nhung nd rut tay lai va hét lén.

- Sao vay! - Linh muc ngac nhién héi.
Moutier:

- Chu ngdc nay s¢ cha an thit, thua
cha. Lao cht quan khon nan bao né thé
dé ngdn khong cho nd gip cha, dé€ cha
cuu giup.

- Chau bé t6i nghiép cta ta, linh muc
viia ndi viia cudi. - Chéau yén tam, ta an
nhiing thu ngon hon, thit chau gay lam.
Bao dua tré dén vdi ta, ta co an thit dua
nao dau, ké ca nhiing dda béo hon. Chau
hoi Jacques ma xem.

Jacques:

- Khi nghe anh ay ndi chuyén buén
Cudi ay, con cling da bao anh ay thé, thua
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cha. Anh thay day, anh Torchonnet, t6i
cO sg cha dau.

Jacques noi va cam tay linh muc hon
nhiéu lan. Torchonnet dan mat nhin. N6
van c6 vé s¢g nhung khong bo chay.

Linh muc:

- Phai luu thang bé nay mot thoi gian
anh Moutier a. Nhung giai quyét thé nao
v6i cht no?

Moutier ké lai nhiing viéc viia xay
ra. Linh muc nhéan trach nhiém lo cho
thing bé bi bé roi. Ong goi ba gitp viéc,
giao Torchonnet, bao chuén bi cho né an
va xép cho né giuong nam 6 mot phong
nao day.

- Bay gig, 6ng ndj, t6i di tham nhiing
ngudi bi thuong. Chao anh Moutier,
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ngay mai toi sé dén tham anh tai «Quan
Thién Than».

Linh muc di ra cung Moutier va
Jacques. Hai chu chdu vé nha. Ba Blidot
va cO Elfit dang nong long cha.

- Mau vé ngt Jacques - Ba Blidot noi
- Paul ngt roi.

- Chao me, chao c¢6, chao chu -
Jacques noi va 6m hon moi nguoi.

Ba Blidot:

- Hai dua ngoan qud, anh Moutier
a. Toi rat qui chung. Tu ngay cé chung
vé day cudc song ctia ching t6i thay doi
nhiéu, dep thém nhiéu.

Moutier:

- Con chung dugc vé day & sung
sudéng qua. Dugc ba va co6 thuong yéu
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chdam s6c day da. Song dudi mai nha cta
ba va c6 that hanh phuc.

Ba Blidot:

- Anh thay & day tot thé, sao anh
khong & lai?

Moutier:

- Mot ngudi dan 6ng 6 tudi toi khong
dugc phép vo cong roi nghé. Phai song
c6 ich. Trudc mat, t6i phai di diéu dudng
& sudi nudc ndng. Vet thuong chua lanh.

Elfit:
- TruGdc mat thi thé. Roi sau sao?
Moutier:

- Téi cting chua biét. D€ rdi sé hay.
Nho on Chua.

Elfit:
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- Anh khong déng linh nita chia? Toi
mong thé.
Moutier:

- C6 thé ¢, c6 thé khong. Cing chua
biét.

Elfit:

- Anh khong dugc ding linh ma
khong noi cho toi biét day. Anh c6 biét
vay la lam chung t6i buon khong.

Moutier:

- That long t6i khong mudn lam c6
buon, cb Elfit a.

Elfit:

- Vay thi t6i yén tdm. Anh duing c6
ddng linh day.
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Hai chi em ba Blidot va Moutier
van thtic. Thinh thoang ho lai vao xem
vi tudng cd can gi khong. Thay 6ng van
yén giac ho chudn bi di ngl. Moutier
mudén ngl ngay trén ghé dé trong coi vi
tuéng. Nhung hai chi em ba Blidot kho-
ng muon nhu vay. Co Elfit vao phong
bé ra nao chan, nao dém, nao goi, nao
khén trai giudng. Moutier khong muon
rudm ra, lai khuén hét tré lai va vao ngu
trong phong tang dudi. Anh chuc hai chi
em ba Blidot ngi ngon, nam tay Elfit du
yém, roi vé giudng minh.
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CHUONG 9

VI TUONG DAN XEP
CHO MOUTIER

f tuéng ndm yén, sudt dém

Moutier khong phai day lan
nao. Anh ngt cho dén sang. Nghe dong
ho diém sau gio, anh nhay khoi giuong,
rida mat, mdc quan do, rén rén vao
phong, thdy 6ng van trong tu thé anh
ddt nam hom trudc. Gia ma khong nghe
tiéng 6ng thd déu déu, ngudi ta da tudng
ong khong con song. Anh lai ldng 1€ di
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ra, quay vé phong, gap chan dém, doc
kinh r6i nhém bép d6 cho hai ba chu
nha. Anh lai quét don, lau chuii moi thud
roi dgi. Viia ngdi xudng ghé, thi co tiéng
budc nhe tu cau thang xudng. Elfit than
mat chao anh.

Elfit:

- Toi sg anh khong ngu dugc. Hom
qua thay anh mét.

Moutier:

- Trai lai, t6i ng say, chdng con biét
troi dat gi. Bay gio toi khoe roi, san sang
dé co sai bao.

Elfit:

- Anh ct néi thé, nhu t6i 1a moét tén
vua chuyén ché khong bang.

Moutier:
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- Diy la té6i muon 46 viéc cho co, dé
cO khoi mét.
Elfit:

- Chinh vi vay anh da voi vang thu
don chdn dém lai, Gon ghé day nhung...
phai d& ca ra thoi.

Moutier:

- Sao vay co?Elfit: Chan dém dé day
khong dugc, ké ra ngudi vao sudt ngay.
Toi phai mang di thoi.

Moutier:

- b€ déu, c6 bao toi.
Elfit:

- Trong phong canh day.

Moutier 6m tat ca dem dén phong
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Elfit viia chi, xép vao mot goc roi dung
nhin.

Can phong dep qua! Trang thiét bi
mdi tinh. Khong thiéu tha gi. Rat chu
dao!

Elfit:

- Phong nay danh cho anh day.
Chung t6i chua x€p ai vao day. Va goi la
phong ctia anh Moutier. Luu ni¢m ctia
anh. Thinh thodng Jacques vao quét don
lau chti, lan nao né ciing than thé: «Cha
biét bao gi¢ chu Moutier méi vé & day?»

Moutier chua kip néi 16i cam on thi
Jacques va Paul da tia vao phong, 6m
cham lay anh.

- Thé€la chu da vé phong chu - Jacques
noi nhu reo - Chu 6 lai day, ding di dau
nua.
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Moutier:

- Khong dugc dau, chi thém bén
chan me chau va c6 chau.

Jacques:

- Sao ma ban? Chdau khong biét bao
nhiéu lan nghe me va c6 néi cha tot va
hay gitup d&, udc gi chu vé day & mai.

Moutier:

- Cam on nhiing 151 tot dep ctia chau.
Khi nao chu lam ra tién, chu sé vé 6 day.
Bay gio thi chua, vi chu chi la mot anh
linh ngheo.

Moutier 6m hon Jacques roi di tli cdn
phong xinh xan sang phong vi tudng. El-
fit chudn bi an sang. Co6 pha ca phé.

Vi tuéng da thtic day. Trii moét vai
xay xat nhe 6 mii, & mi mat, d6ng khong



158 9| Comrtasse dlz Sz

thay dau ntia va thdy muon dn.

- Ba ngay dn banh véi uéng nudc -
Ong ndi - Lam t6i thém dn qua. Anh cho
t6i mot cdc ca phé sta.

Moutier:

- C6 ngay, thua Tudéng quan. Mudi
phut ntia sé c6 ngudi mang dén.

Moutier quay vé phong gitia luc co
Elfit mang bat stia vao. C6 cé vé buon,
khong néi nang gi. Moutier hdi ca pheé
cho 6ng tudng, thay c6 im lang, khong
tra 16i.

Moutier:
- Sao vay, Elfit, sao c6 budn?
Elfit:

- Vi thay anh khong quan tam dén
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chiung tdi, dén ndi buon phién cua
Jacques va toi.

Moutier:

- Toi thu that, doi véi Jacques toi
khong lo ngai gi, vi 6 day n6 sung suéng
nhu vua rdi. Con véi ¢, néu toi c6 thé
song ma khong phai dya vao co, thi toi
sé sung suéng qua, cha phdi nghi dén
chuyén di dau nita. Nhung khong dugc,
ngoai tru gitia c6 va t6i cé moi quan hé
ho hang hay... hon... nhan.

Elfit ngling 1én nhin, mim cudi va
noi:

- Va anh khong dam, vi anh ngheo,
toi giau. C6 phai vi chi vi thé?

Moutier:

- bung, chi vi thé. Vi thé ma toi
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khong ddm, khong nghi dén. Khong be
ban, khong ai than thudc, ma lai sanh
v6i mot phu nd diu dang, nhan ai, xinh
dep nhu c0, song canh mét phu nti nhan
hau, ddng mén nhu chi co, lai c6 mot dia
vi 6 day. Nhu vay thi qua hanh phuc.

Elfit:

- Hanh phuc vé6i anh, sao anh lai
khudc tti? Anh goi chung t6i la ban be,
chung t6i cling coi anh 1a ban be, vay thi
sao con nghi dén chuyén giau ngheo.
Giau ngheo ta chia sé. Chi t6i quy anh,
Jacques cling thé. Dung di dau niia, & lai
day anh a.

Moutier ngap ngling, khong biét tra
161 thé nao. Luc nay 6ng tudng chd lau da
td minh sang phong, dén gan ma Mou-
tier va Elfit khong biét. Ong bé Elfit Ién,
an vao tay Moutier va noi:



Quinthtndis | 161

- Ta dung ra xay dung cho hai ngudi
day. Cha nhé ta khong chu cap néi cho
con nguoi hai lan ctiu song ta dugc sao?
Ta cho anh hai chuc nghin franc. Vay la
on chua nao?

Moutier:

- Thua Tudng quan, t6i khong dam
nhan moén tién 16n qud. Toéi khong co
quyén.

Vi tudng:

- C6 lam chti ! Khong cé anh, t6i con
lam gi dugc hudng s6 tién ay? Anh noi
mon tién 16n qua. Cha nhé tinh mang toi
khong dang chuc nghin franc sao? Anh
cuu toi hai lan. Hai 1an mot chuc cha 1a
hai chuyc la gi? Anh con ddm ndi la qua
dat ntta khong? La t6i khong dang hai
chuc franc. Panh gia t6i qua thap, toi ty
ai day anh ban a.
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Elfit bat cudi. Moutier clng cuoi
theo.

Moutier:

- Vay t6i xin nhan, thua tuéng quan.
Vi thiéu can dam téi suyt dé lot mat Elfit.
Tudéng quan da lai rdng long cho toi.

- Sung sudng qua! - Vi tuéng ndi va
lay tay quét tran - Anh thoa thuan con
nguoi toi dang gid hai chuc nghin franc.

Moutier:
- V6 cung biét on tuéng quan.
Vi tudng:

- Ta ta ta, khong on hué gi ca. Ta
muon dugc tra bang tinh nghia than
thuong. D€ bat dau, cho ta dm hon ngusi
ban nho gai mdi bé nho cua ta.
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Vi tuéng hon 1én ma Elfit moi bén
mot cdi that to. Elfit bat tay 6ng.

Elfit:

- Xin cam on Tudng quan, khong
phai vi hai chuc nghin franc Tuéng quan
da rong rai cho... Toi goi anh la gi? Co
quay sang Moutier hoi.

- Joseph - anh tra 16i va mim cudi.

- Cho Joseph - Elfit noi va cuoi! - va
cam on Tudéng quan da quyét dinh cho
anh ay... Troi! Toi chua ndi cho chi toi
biét. Toi dinh hon ma khong noéi gi véi

chi.

Elfit ndi roi bd chay. Vi tuéng ding
lai mat ma to, mom ha hoc.Vi tuéng:

- Thé nao! Chi co ta chua biét gi a?
Ma c0 ta niia, lay chong ma khong biét
tén chong.
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Moutier cuoi:

- Xin tuéng quan khoi ban tam. Moi
viéc sé dau vao do.

Vi tudng:

- D4u vao do! Ta khong hiéu thé nao
cd. Chiu. Nhung ta nhin thay la c6 ta rat
xinh dep.

Moutier:

- Va tot, va thong minh, va hién thao,
dam dang, hién lanh...

Vi tudng:

- Vavan van, van van. Ta biét chuyén
d6 lam. Ta khong con la con nit. Ta ciing
da c6 vg, mot ngudi hién diu, nhan hau,
dang quy! Nhung tr&i oi! Gid ma ta ly di
vGi c6 Ay s6m hon thi ta sung suéng biét
chting nao.
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Moutier (hang lén):

- Mong Tudéng quan khong nghi vé
Elfit giong nhu thé.

Vi tudng cuoi:

- Khong dau, Elfitla thién than, thién
than anh ban a.

Moutier khong biét nén cudi hay nén
gian, vé sung suéng va nét mdt phi ndn
ctia vi tuéng lam tan bién su buc doc.
Anh diu giong noi:

- Mudi ndm sau, tuéng quan sé thay
chung t6i van hanh phuc nhu hom nay.

Vi tuéng xuc dong:

- Cau Chua chiing gidm. Anh Mou-
tier a, cO bé that xinh dep, nét mat that
dang yéu. Toi tin 1a hai ngudi sé hanh
phuc. May thang nay & gan...
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Vi tuéng khong noéi hét cau, 6ng nam
chat tay Moutier. Gitia lac nay, ba Blidot
vao, co Elfit va hai dua tré di theo. Mou-
tier chay ra 6m hon tham thiét ba Blidot.

Moutier:

- Xin 16i ba ban than yéu tuyét voi
cta toi. Toi da chiém git c6 Elfit ma kho-
ng dgi sy dong y cua ba. Tai tuéng quan
thuc ép day.

Ba Blidot:

- Toi van udc mong su viéc két thuc
nhu thé dé cho Elfit dugc hanh phuc.
Ngay tui lan gdp dau tién, toi da thay hai
ngudi hgp nhau. Nhung lan thd hai,
thu ba cang cing c6 thém y nghi cta
toi. Trong thu gui vé cling thay anh noéi
nhiéu dén Elfit. Lan nay vé, qua su co
viia roi, thay Elfit to ra lo lang nhiéu cho
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anh, sg anh gap nguy hiém, ching to6 né
yéu quy anh. Diéu d6 khong con gi phai
nghi ngo.

Moutier:

- Toi cling thay thé, chi than mén a.
Va dang 1€ t6i da manh dan bay to y kién.
Nhung ngdt gi tung thiéu khong dam.
May gdp Tudng quan la ngudi rong rai
da chu cap cho. Vi thé bay gio t6i dugc
vinh dy lam em ctia ba, dugc may man
lam nguoi chong va ngudi phuc vu cta
Elfit.

- Chu than yéu, Jacques reo lén, chau
vui qua, sudéng qua. Chu nhan lay can
phong nay va 6 lai day mai v6i moi nguoi,
chu nhé. Co Elfit cua chau sé khong bao
gio buon nita. Sdng nay co ay khéc, chau
trong thay day.
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- Suyt, suyt, do hét1éo! - Elfit 6m hon
Jacques - Khong dugc 16 bi mat cta co.
Nhung chdu néi v6i chu Moutier dugc,
vi chu ay cling la ngudi nha minh.

Vi tudng:

- Phai dn di chd! Toi d6i lam roi. Moi
ngudi quén la hai hom nay t6i phéi an
banh khong v6i nudec. Da day dang soi
lén am am. Cho t6i ly ca phé.

Ba Blidot:
- C6 r6i, mdi tuéng quan vao ban.

- Xin 16i, Elfit, ti nay anh la nguoi
phuc vu - Moutier ndi va giang lay dia tu
tay Elfit. Em da cho anh quyén ay roi ma.

- Thi tuy anh, anh la chu - Elfit cudi
tra 16i.

- Chu - bay t6 - Moutier n6i thém.
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- Nhu ta vay, Tuéng - tu binh - Vi
tuéng tho dai.
Moutier:

- Cing khong lau ntia, thua tudng
quan. Hoa binh rdi. Tuéng quan sé ve
nudc.

Vi tudng:

- Ta mudn & day moét thoi gian, anh
ban a, that day.

Moutier:

- Tuéng quan du dam cudi chung t6i
chu?
Vi tudng:

- C6 chu. Ta sé chi cho 1é cudi. Mot
tiéc to sé duoc td chuc tai Chevet. Cac
ngudi chua biét noi ay. Ta dén Paris
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nhiéu lan roi, ta biét. Ta sé dua cac ngudsi
dén.
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CHUONG 10
BAO GIO TO CHUC PAM CUOI?

(A)ng tuéng an xong. Ong lan la
chuyén tro véi bon tré va ru
chung di dao. Jacques dua ong dén gdp
Torchonnet, noi cha xt &. Nhung bay
gio Torchonnet da dugc doi tén. Linh
muc lam 1é rta toi va dit tén cho nd la
Pierre. N6 hét s¢ hai, cd vé phan khéi.
Thay Jacques va 6ng Tuéng dén né vui
ldm. Ong Tuéng trd chuyén véi né thi
mdéi biét Jacques tot v&i no, Jacques da
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cling v6i Moutier giai thoat cho né. Ong
tudng lang nghe, roi hai, roi vo vé Jacques
va bat tay linh muc.

Vi tudng:

- Toi chua thiy ai gitp d& cho thiang
bé nay dugc nhu linh muc, cling chua
thay ai day do, bao ban cho thang Jacques
dugc nhu linh muc. Linh muc 1a moét
nguoi tot, dang kinh. Toi rat sung suéng
dugc biét linh muc.

Linh muc:

- Day 1a nhd& c6 sy giup d6 cta ba
Blidot va c6 em gai.

Vi tudng:
- Co em gai ba ay, t6i ga chong roi.

Linh muc:
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- Tuéng quan ga chong cho co Elfit?
Cha nhé!

Vi tudng:

- Vay ma dung thé day! To6i lai con
chu cap cho chang ré niia. Cai ciu ngdc
ay cu tu choi co Elfit. Vi Elfit giau, con
cau ta thi khong c6 gi. Thay cau ta nghéch
qua, toi da buc lén va cho cdu ta hai chuc
nghin franc. Bay gio trong hai dua cau ta
lai la dua giau hon. Buon cudi that!

Linh muc (mim cudi):

- Nhung Elfit 1dy ai? Trudc day ai hoi
né ciing tt choi. Khi chung téi mang né
sao lailam cao, n6 tra 16i: «To6i khong yéu
anh ta». Gang thém, né tra 16i: «To6i ghét
anh ta». N6 cudi va ndi: «To6i khong lay
chong dau».

Ong tuéng:
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- Pling bao gi¢ tin 16i noi cua cac
c6 gai. N6 lay Moutier, nguoi da cdu toi,
mot chang trai diing cam tuyét voi.

Linh muc:

- Moutier a! N6 la chang trai tuyét voi
day. Lay no dugc day. Toi rat tan thanh.

Vi tudng:

- Toi cling tan thanh. Khi ca cdu ta
va toi bi thuong, t6i la ti binh cta cau ta.
Moutier la ngudi ctu t6i, cau ta da nhiéu
lan ndi v6i toi vé Elfit va ba chi, vé nhiing
y kién ctia linh muc, nhan xét hai ngudi
va ca nhiing gi cdu ta da chinh mat thay
dugc vé mat dic hanh caa Elfit. Toi da
bdo: «Vay thi lay di, thay c6 ay hoan hao
vay thi lay di.» Va cuoi cung cdu ta nghe
toi. Nhung cau ta muon dgi bao gid co
tién da. Vi muon thu x€p cong viéc cho
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cdu ta nén toi vé day, roi vi vé day ma toi
lam nguy, sa vao tay bon Bournier. Cau
ta da ctu toi, da lam mot viéc tot. Xin
hoéi linh muc. Néu khong cé Dourakine
lam sao n6 thanh giau cé dugc.

Linh muc:
- Dourakine la gi vay?
Vi tudng:

- La chinh t6i day. Tén t6i la Dou-
rakine. Theo tiéng Nga, «Dourakine» cé
nghia la «Thang ngoc».

Linh muc cudi thodi méi. Ong Dou-
rakine ra linh muc cung dén «Quén
thién than», ming hai chi em ba chu
quan. Linh muc nhan 16i.

Trong lac hai ngudi tro chuyén, Tor-
chonnet cting ké cho Jacques nghe vé no.
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N6, cting nhu Jacques, khong cha khong
me. Luc no6 1én tdm mot ngudi dan ba
trong lang dem né cho chi quan Bour-
nier. Ngudi dan ba ay khong phai 1a me
nod, ba da danh cap no6 dé tra thu mot gia
dinh da xua du6i khong bo thi cho ba.
Khi ba khéi bénh ba dem tra cho bé me
né. Nhung b6 me né ngheo, dong con,
vé diy clng khd, nén ba dem cho gia
dinh Bournier. Ba ciing da ké nhu thé
v6i Bournier va noi ca tén va chd & bo
me no.

Jacques khuyén Pierre noi chuyén

v6i linh muc d€ ngudi dén hoi Bournier
vé b6 me.

Jacques va Paul xin phép linh muc
cho & lai choi v6i Torchonnet. Linh muc
dong y.

Ong tuéng va linh muc di dén «Quan
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Thién Than». Moutier dang tro chuyén
vé6i Elfit. Ba Blidot dang don dep, thinh
thodng ndéi mot cau.

Vi tudng:
- Bdng kia, thua linh muc.

Linh muc dén gan Elfit, néi 16i cau
phuc.

Linh muc:

- Chuc cho con hanh phuc. Sy lya
chon ctia con nhu vay la tot. Ngudi tré
tuoi nay khon ngoan, nhan hau, cha da
nhan dinh nhu thé tu lan gdp dau tién
anh dén hoi vé con.

Moutier:

- Xin cdm on cha vé nhiing y kién t6t
lanh. Tt nay con va Elfit song chung, xin
cha ban phuc cho con nhu Elfit viia roi.
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Moutier quy mot chan trén dat, nhan
161 ban phuc. Trudc khi dung day, anh
cam tay Elfit ndi:

- Con nguyén trugc Chua va cha la
sé lam hét stiic minh dé cu¢c séng cta El-
fit than yéu dugc hanh phuc va binh an
va khong bao gi¢ quén rang nhd Chua
cliu giip ma chung con dugc hanh phuc.

Moutier ding day, au yém hon tay
Elfit.

Ba Blidot khéc, Elfit nic 1én. Vi
Tudéng xic dong.

Vi tudng:

- Toi cing muon khoc. Cac ngudi
thoi di. Toi dua linh muc téi day dé linh
muc thay moi nguoi sung suéng. Nhung
Moutier lai dung nén mot canh lam ba
Blidot va co Elfit phai khoc. Toi da phai
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c6 kim nudc mat, linh muc mat ciing
dé hoe, con ban than Moutier giong noéi
cling nghen ngao.

Moutier:

- Thua Tudéng quéan, nhiing giot
nudc mat to6i ngan chay 1a nhing giot
nudc mat sung suéng, nhiing giot nudc
mat dau tién trong doi toi. Hanh phuc
cta to6i 1a do Tudng quan dem lai. Ngudi
1a an nhan cua toi

Moutier xi€t chdat tay 6ng tudng
trong tay minh.

Ong tuéng qud xtc dong, diing day,
ra cta, vé phong minh.

Linh muc ng6i xuong. Ba Blidot ngoi
canh Elfit.

Vi tudng lai 16 dau ra ctia héi:
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- Bao gid t6 chiic ddm cugi?

- Thé nao? Pa ndi dén ddm cudi roi?
Da co thi gio dau?

Vi tudng:

- Ta da nghi dén, ta mudn biét ngay
nao dé€ con dit tiéc & Chevet.

Moutier:

- Hay tu ti, Tuéng quan. Con di sudi
nudc nédng da. Vét thuong ctia Tudng
quan chua lanh.

Vi tudng:

- Ta van nhd, nhung phai t6 chtic
dam cudi trudce da.

Elfit:

- Khong dau, thua Tudng quan. Jo-
seph ndi dung day. Tudéng quan phai di
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sudi nudc ndng da. Anh ay phai di theo
Tudng quan dé san sdc.

Moutier:

- Dung thé, Elfit than yéu. Em that
biét diéu va can dam. Chung ta xa nhau
it 1au roi lai vé.

Elfit:
- D€ r6i khong bao gio xa nhau nia.
Vi tudng:

- Cha! Ho cha coi tdi ra cdi gi niia.
Ho muén thé ndo thi thé 42 Ong phailam
cdi nay! Ong phéi lam cdi kia! G6m nhi
cd bé! G6m nhi, chang trai! Toi da sau
muodi ba tudi. Cha nhé bang nay tuoi toi
lai khong biét thé nao la dung, thé nao la
sai. Néu toi khong di sudi nudc ndng thi
sao nao? Néu toi khong di dau trudc khi



Qubn it dis T 183

t6 chiic ddm cuéi thi sao nao?
Elfit:

- Thi tuéng quan cd & day canh gii
toi, con Joseph di mot minh. Anh ay can
chiia lanh vét thuong d€ sau khong phai
xa toi nla.

Vi tudng:

- Qua that, cai c6 bé nay! MOm mép
ghé gém lam sao! T6i danh chiu vay.
Ngay mai di.

Elfit:

- Ngay mai chua dugc dau. Toi chua
noi véi anh ay dugc cau nao. Chi toi chua
kip thu x€p. Ngoai ra t6i khong muon
anh ay ra di trudc khi... trude khi... Lay
Chua! Bu6n lam sao chu! Thua linh muc,
bao gid di dugc?



184 9| Comrtasss dlz Sz

Vi tudng xoa tay cuodi. Vi tudng:

- Ly 1é bé di. Tinh yéu & lai, chiém
linh chién truéng. Hoan hé dam cuéi!

Elfit:

- Khong dau, Tudng quan! Ngudi
hét ban t6 chtic dam cudi ngay, lai thic
giuc di sudi nudc noéng ngay. Toi cu roi
ca dau 6c¢! Joseph con phai khai bao vé
viéc Bournier nita chu - Tudng quan
cling phai du cudc thim van. C6 dung
khong linh muc? Sao Joseph khong noéi
gi, ci dé¢ minh tdi ban bac thé nay?

Moutier cudi trudc y dinh cta Elfit
muon luu anh lai it théi gian.- Anh im
ling - Moutier noi - vi thay em bién ludn
day ly 1€, anh khong con luc nao dé€ noéi
nua.

Linh muc:
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- Con ndi dung, Elfit. Phai doi xong
cudc thdm van ctia hai nguoi trong vai
ngay. Tt ngay kia tr¢ di méi di dugc.

Ba Blidot:

- Cha phén xt dang. Con cling dinh
noéi nhu thé.

Elfit:
- Sao chi khong noi ngay?
Ba Blidot (cuoi):

- Em ¢6 dé cho chi kip néi dau. Em
héng hai qua dén ndi Joseph ciing khong
ndéi dugce cau nao.
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CHUONG 11
CHUYEN BUON CUOI

udi cung 6ng Tudng bing long

di sudi nudc noéng trudc khi
to chiic ddm cudi, nhung 6ng yéu ciu
phai 4n dinh ngay ngay cud6i dé 6ng con
dit tiec. Ong mudn viét ngay thuc don,
nhung khong ai dong y, nén 6ng ngoi ké
cho Jacques va Paul nghe tén cdc mén an
ong sé ddt, lam cho hai dta tré chdy nudc
miéng va mé& to mat.
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Paul:
- Ba bala gi hd 6ng?
Ong tuéng:

- La thu banh gatd, c6 nhéan hat nho
den va vé banh tuyét ngon.

Jacques:

- C6 phai nhu banh bao nhan xu hao
co Elfit lam khong 6ng?

Ong tuéng:

- Khong phai! Ngon gap tram banh
bao kia, ngdc a.

Ong tudng tiép tuc ké tén cdc mén
an. Paul:

- Nuga la gi 6ng?

Ong tuéng:
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- Labanh ngot nhan banh bang hanh
nhén nhao dudng rit ngon.

Paul:

- C6 phdi nhu hanh nhan chau va
anh Jacques gia dé€ lam stia khong a?

Ong tuéng:

- Nhu thé, nhung... Ba Blidot nay!
May dua tré ngdc qua! Diia thi hoi baba
c6 phdi nhu banh bao nhéan xu hao ¢6
Elfit ]am khong. Dua thi hoi nuga nhu
hanh nhan no gia lam stia c6 phai kho-
ng. Chung cha biét ti gi ca.

Linh muc:

- Tuéng quan phai dé chiing. Co
nhiéu cdi ching hoi ta khong tra 16i dugc
dau.

Ong tuéng:
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- C6 thé nhu thé, thua linh muc. Ta
ké tiép, chua hét dau cac chau.

Jacques:

- Thua Tudng quan, ching chdu cha
hiéu gi vé cac mon an dau.

Jacques chay theo Paul ra vudn choi.
Mot ngay vui vé d6i véi moi ngudi. Nhiéu
nguoi vao hang an va giai khat. Hom ay
Jacques nghi hoc. N6 giup chay ban rat
tich cduc va ngoan ngodn, dugc khach
hang khen. C6 ngudi con cho may xu.
Paul lon ton chay theo anh; 6ng Tudng
thich thu ngdi quan sét, va noéi chuyén
v6i khach hang. Ho ct nghi 6ng 1a mot
ga lai bo hay lai ctiu.

Mot khach hang:

- Hang 6ng ban & chg thé nao?
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- Ré 1dm, 6ng a - Ong tudng tra 1oi
mot cach than nhién.

- Bao nhiéu tién mdt can song?- Hai,
ba chuc - Ong tudng tra 16i biia.

Ngudi khach:

- Vdy ma ong bao ré? Chua bao gi¢
cd gia cao thé dau. To6i khong tin.

Ong tuéng:

- Tuy Ong.

Ngudi khéch:

- Ong tréu t6i ching?
Ong tuéng:

- T6i dau dam.
Ngudi khéch:

- Vay sao Ong...
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Ong tuéng:

- Toi sao?

Nguoi khach:

- Thoi 6ng dé toi an.
Ong tuéng:

- Ong cu 4n, ¢t udng.

Ngudi khach nhin vé buc doc nhung
khong néi gi ntia. Thai do gi€u cgt cta
ong, khién ngudi khich hang ngling
cudc tranh cai dai dot. Khi ngudi khach
an xong, ong Tudng goi:

- Hai tach ca phé cho 6ng day va tdi,
mdt binh rugu loai that ngon. Ong cé
vui long nhan khong, thua 6ng, chén ca
phé lam lanh vé6i 6ng?

- Xin san sang thua 6ng - nguoci
khach noi.
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- Toi khong biét hdi 6ng vé cai gi,
nén tra 16i btia day. Su that la nhu thé.

Nguoi khach:

- Toi hoi vé gid bo. Vay ong khong
phai 1i bo, thua 6ng?

- Khong thua 6ng - Ong tuéng 6m
bung cudi - Toi cling 1a khach nhu ong
va la tu binh ctia 6ng day - 6ng Tudng
chi vao Moutier viia di t6i.

Ngudi khach sg hai:

- Tu 4?2 Ong... vy dng la... ?

Ong tudng cudi vang:

- Khong phai ké cuép, khong phai ké
gi€t ngudi, mdc dau toi da giét va sai giét
nhiéu. Toéi la tu binh, thua 6ng; bi dng
day bat 6 Malakoft. Toi bi nha sép de 1én.
Ong day khong sg nguy hiém di xong
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vao 16i toi ra gitia lic bom dan van n6. Vi
thé toi 1a ti binh ctia 6ng ay.

Nguoi khach:

- Ong c4p bac gi?

Ong tuéng:

- Cap tudng, thua ong.

Ong khéch bat nguoi khoi ghé, nhéc
m, lung tung noi:

- Xin 16i Tuéng quan, t6i khong biét.
Toi cu tudng...

Ong tuéng:

- Khong hé gi, 6ng a. Day khong phai
la lan dau ngudi ta tudng toi la 1ai bo, 1ai
lgn. Va chac chua phai lan cuéi.

Nguoi khach x4u hé mudn tra tién
hang, nhung 6ng Tudéng bao dé€ 6ng tra
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ca. Ngudi khach chao, ngdp ngling mai
trudc khi di ra. Va cam on.

- Bugc di thich that! - Jacques noi.
Ong tuéng:

- Chau cé muodn 6ng dua di?
Jacques:

- Mudn, nhung ca chu Moutier, Paul,
me va cO niia.

Ong tuéng:

- Vay thi dong qua, khong dt cho. A,
ma cai xe cta ta ddu. Con cdi hom, cai
hop, vang va tu trang nita?

Jacques:

- Cht qudn Bournier dem di khong
thdy dem vé nita. Lai tudng Tudng quan
di trong xe ay rdi.
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Ong tuéng:

- Thang x4 1a! Anh Moutier, ngay
mai ta phai dén xem thé nao. ba dem ba
ké cuép ay di chua?

Moutier:

- Toi vua thay di roi, thua tudng
quan. Canh sat gidi ching trén mot xe.
Chac mai quan toa dén.

Elfit:
- Mai da dén!
Moutier:

- Chung t6i sé vé ngay, Elfit a. Khong
lau d4u. Ba tudn tam. Hai ngay di vé, tat
ca chua dén mot thang.

Ong tuéng:
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- Ta s& vé ngay, con gai a. Con mong
ta, vay la c6 long lam.

Ca Elfit lin Moutier mim cudi. Ong
tudng vé hom hinh. Ong tuéng;

- Con thd dai vi ta a, Elfit? Khong tra
1612 Khong tra 16i la dong y. Cai thé dai
ay dang gia mot dong ho vang va mot
day chuyén.

Elfit:

- Khong dau, thua Tudng quan. Kho-
ng phai thé. Toi khong muon... Tudng
quén biét rang...

Ong tuéng:

- Ta khong biét gi ca. Luc ndy con da
thd dai mot cach rat buon rau vi ta dé.

Elfit:
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- Khong phai dau, Tudng quan biét...
tha dai vi Joseph di day.

Ong tudng:

- Su thanh that cua con dang thudng
thém doi vong tai va mot cdi tram.

Elfit:

- Tudng quan rong rai qua! Qua qua!
Toi khong dang dugc thé dau.

Ong tudng:

- Con kho¢ khao 1am. Con chua biét
danh gid mot con ngudi. Con chua nhéan
ra gid tri ctia con. Phai ta mdéi biét. Hoi
Moutier xem con c6 dang dugc mot dong
h6 vang khong nao.

Moutier:

- bang dudgc ca khoi vang ctia nudc
Phap.
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Ong tuéng:

- Con nghe thay chua? Cé phai chi
ta ndi dau. Moutier, ta sang quan nha
Bournier dem cai hom va cai hop vé di.

Moutier:

- Thua vang. budng gan thoi.
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CHUONG 12
CUA HOI MON

(A)ng Tudng va Moutier cung dén
quan tro Bournier. Trong nha
khong c6 ai ngoai vién luc sy toa thi
chinh dang ngo6i viét. Moutier néi muc
dich 6ng Tudng dén. Vién luc sulam kho
dé tra 16i raing khong biét dng Tudng nao
ca. Ong tuéng:

- Ong cho t6i 1a ké trom a? Toi 1a
ngudi bon nha Bournier muén giét dé
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cudp cua. Toi c6 quyén doi lai nhiing thu
cta toi.

Luc su:

- Thua 6ng, t6i cd phan sy coi sdc toa
nha nay cho dén khi cong viéc dugc giai
quyét. Toi khong biét do dac ctia ong.
To6i khong thé dé mang di nhiing thi toi
cd trach nhiém git va thudc vé ngdi nha
nay.

Ong tuéng dua ban danh muc d6
dac cho vién luc sy va noi chd dé tling
thu. Vién luc su vao phong tim va dua
ra. Ong tidng biéu hai muoi franc. Thoat
tién ong luc sy cuong quyét tu choi, sau
diu giong xudng, roi cudi cung nhan va
lam ra vé mién cudng. Moutier vac chiéc
hom, tay xdch cdi hop, hai ngudi di vé
«Quén Thién Than». Ong Tuéng goi
Paul va Jacques vao phong. Ong mé cho
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chung xem nhiing thi dung trong hom
va trong hop. Trong hop c6 niia td dong
ho vang c6 day deo loai dep ddc biét, cac
d6 trang stc bang kim cuong va da quy,
mot vi day gidy bac va mdt xa cot dung
chat tién vang. Tat cd nhiing thu nay, 6ng
Tudéng da hé hénh dé€ bon Bournier nhin
thdy va thuc giuc long tham ctia han.
Cai hom dung moi thd quan 4o va khan
dung trong biia dn.

Jacques va Paul mé man reo 1én moi
lac 6ng Tudng gio cho xem mot thi mdi.
Nhat la nhiing chiéc dong ho, lam chung
cuc ky thich thi. Ong Tuéng nhic mot
chiéc loai trung, day deo bang vang, dat
vao mot hdp, mau do va bao Jacques:

- Chiéc nay la ctia chu chdu tang co
Elfit. Con hai chiéc nay, 6ng néi va cam
1én hai dong ho khong dep bang, la cta
chu chdu tdng hai chau. Nhung diing noéi
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véi ai, khong chu ay lai phé binh 6ng da
cho cac chau xem.
Jacques:

- Day la cta Tuéng quan cho chung
chdu chu.

Ong tuéng:

- Khong phai, cta cha Moutier day.
Tang pham cua cha 4y nhan ngay cudi.

Jacques:

- Nhung chu ay mua bao gi¢? Chu
lay gi d€ mua? Chu vua noi chu ngheo,
chu khong c6 tién.

Ong tuéng:

- bung thé. Chua khong ¢6 tién vi cha
da tiéu hét.

Jacques:
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- Chu bao chid nghéo, nén khong thé
lay vg. Néu khong c6 Tudng quan thi da
khong c6 dam cudi. Vay ma sao chu lai
tiéu hét tién mua tang pham.

Ong tuéng:

- Dung thé. Nhung ta néi diéu gi ma
khong tin la rat vo 1€.

Jacques:

- Vang a. Tuéng quan kinh mén.
Nhung Tuéng quan cho gi ma khong
cam ta la vo on.

Ong tuéng:
- Thang lao! Ta da bao...

Ong tuéng khong ndi tiép dugc nita
vi Jacques va Paul moéi dtia nam mot tay
ong hon, khong b ra nita. Ong ¢ gidng
ra ma khong dugc. Ong buc, 6ng quat,
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doabdo canh sat dén bat giam. Cudi cung
ong g& ra dugc, chay sang phong dang
c6 Moutier, Elfit va ba chi ng6i. Mt 6ng
do gay, mo hoi nhé nhai.

- Moutier, 6ng goi, sang phong bén
ta ndi viéc nay.

Moutier ngac nhién nhin 6ng. Giong
ong cé vé gian dit. Ong khong vé phong
ma di di lai lai, hay tay chap sau lung, tha
va lau tran.

Moutier:

- C6 chuyén gi xay ra, thua Tudng
quan? Thay Tudng quan cd vé...

Ong tuéng:

- C6 vé mot thang ngoc, yéu va kém
mot dua tré 1én chin, mdt dda tré 1én
sau. Khi ta néi, né khong nghe. Ta diing
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day di, no6 git lai. Anh thay c6 qua dang
khong?

Moutier:

- Nhung, thua Tudng quén, t6i van
khong hiéu. Co6 chuyén gi vay?

Ong tuéng:

- Anh ct héi hai dua tré, chung sé
noi.

Jacques cuoi:

- Chu Moutier. Chdu cdm on chu da
cho chung chau chiéc dong ho dep bang

vang lam qua tdng nhan ngay cudi.
Moutier rat ngac nhién:

- Pong ho vang? Qua ting nhan
dam cudi! Chau dién a! Chu lay dau ra
tién dé mua dong ho vang lam qua ting
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dam cudi? Tang dong ho cho hai dua tré,
trong khi ban than chu ciing ching cd!
Ma qua tdng ddm cudi nao, chu da nghi
dén qua cudi dau.

Jacques:

- Tuéng quan thay chua? Chau da
bdo ma. Chinh tuéng quan...

Ong tuéng:

- Im di! D6 hé 1éo! Ta cam may kho-
ng dugc ndi. Moutier, cdm anh khong
dugc nghe nd. Anh chi la Trung uy. Ta
la Tudng. Di theo ta, c6 viéc can ndi véi
anh.

Moutier cang ngac nhién thém, di
theo. Vao phong 6ng Tudéng dong sam
clia lai. Ong tudng nghiém nghi:

- H6i mon cta cac ngudi day. (Ong
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an vao tay Moutier mot vi day). Ta da
thém vao day ca tién cho 1€ cudi va mua
sam do gia dung. Pay la dong ho cho El-
fit, day la cua anh (Moutier ddy lai). La
that! Cha nhé anh khong c6 dong ho dé
can khi xem gig? Moi luc lai di hoéi vg
anh? Thanh nién ma ching c6 diu 6c gi
ca. That day. Hai chiéc nay la ctia hai con
anh. Anh sé dua cho chuang. Chu kho-
ng phai t6i dua. Anh nghe chua? Kho-
ng phai la t6i. Toi khong cho chung. Cé
phai t6i cudi vg dau? Co phai téi nhat
dugc chung, ctu gitp chung, dua chung
dén véi hai ngudi phu ni tuyét diéu dé
chung dugc sung suéng dau. Hai ba phu
nd tuyét di¢u. Anh sé dugc sung sudng,
anh Moutier tot bung a. To6i biét lam anh
a. Anh di khap thién ha ciing khong tim
dugc ngudi nhu thé. Toi ti€c minh lai la
Tudng, lai la B4 tudc Dourakine, lai da
sau muoi ba tudi, lai la ngudi Nga. Néu
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t6i méGi ba muoi tudi, chi la trung uy, la
ngudi Phap thi to6i 1a anh ré anh, t6i sé
lay ba Blidot.

Y nghi c6 ngudi anh ré 1a mot dng
tudng gia toc bac pho, mdt dé lung, bung
to, vai rong nhu Hercule, lam Moutier
khong nhin dugc cusi. Ong tudng thay
Moutier cudi cling cudi theo. Nghe tiéng
hai ngudi cudi, ba Blidot, c6 Elfit va hai
dda tré chay sang. Ho sting sot khi nhin
thay ong Tudéng dang cudi lan 1on trén
giuong, con Moutier dang dui dui vao
cai ban, trén ban bay la liét cac thd bang
vang.

Ong tudng nhém day. Ong tuéng:

- Chang t6i cudi vi... Ha! ha! hal... Ba
Blidot tot bung a... Ha! ha! ha! Téi mudn

lay ba dé lam anh ré Moutier... Ha! hal
hal...
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Ba Blidot:

- Lay toi! Ha! ha! ha! Tuéng quéan
budn cudi qua! Ha! ha! ha! That ky cuc!

Elfit cting pha lén cudi. Hai dua tré
thdy ngudi 16n vay ciing hua vao reo ho,
chay nhay. Trong phong ran lén tiéng
cudi du kich ¢6. Ong Tudng 1a ngudi
dau tién thoi cudi. Ong cam thay 1oi dua
cgt ctia minh vé chuyén lay ba Blidot la
vO duyén.

- Trong thdm tdm, o6ng ndi, tdi thac
mac tai sao chung ta lai cudi. Toi da thay
c6 nhiéu ngudi Nga lay vg Phép, c6 nhiéu
nguoi dan 6ng ngoai sdu muoi tudi van
lay vg, nhiéu cong hau lay thu dan. Vay
chuyén t6i noéi cd gi dang cudi. Toi cd gia
nua, xau xi, ngu ngoc, doc ac qua dén
muc khong ai c6 thé 1dy t6i? Anh Mou-
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tier, anh xem toi ¢6 thé 14y vg nhu anh
dugc khong?

- bung thé, thua Tudéng quan, cudi.
Moutier néi, can hai moi dé khoi bat ra
tiéng. Chi c6 diéu Tuéng quan vugt 1én
trén chuing téi qua nhiéu nén thay budn
cudi, néu minh lai c6 mot ré 1a mot vi
Tudng, mot ba tudc, mot ngudi giau cd!
Thé thoi a.

- bung vay, 6ng Tudng lai ndi. Cho
nén day chila pha trd. Chi cé bao gis ba
Blidot lai dong y.

Ba Blidot:

- Khong bao gid, thua Tudng quan,
khong bao gi¢. Nhung sao Tudng quan
lai bay vang bac, chau bau ra thé? bélam
gi vay?

Ong tuéng:
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- D€ lam gi ha. Ba sé thay. Elfit,
chiéc dong ho nay ctia co; chiéc nay cua
Jacques; chiéc nay cta Paul; chu Moutier
cho hai chau day. Ba Blidot quy mén,
ba nhan chiéc nay, danh riéng cho ba.
Khong ai khong nhan dugc - 6ng noi
thém khi thay ba Blidot c6 y tli chdi - tén
tiing nguoi da ghi san 1én ttng chiéc.

Elfit:

- Tudéng quan chu ddo qud, khong ai
tu choi dugec.

Moutier:

- Cam on Tudng quan. Toi cling thay
nhu thé, Tuéng quan that la t6t. Nhung
vi sao Tudng quan cé y dinh sam nhiing
thi nay?

Ong tuéng:
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- Tl dau ma t6i cé nhiing y dinh nay
a, anh ban? Thé nay nhé: Khi anh chia tay
toi dé dén day, t6i thadm nghi: «Phai thu
x€p cho ndé. Vi tung thiéu nén né chiu
bo tay. Ta sé chu cap cho no, giap nd giai
quyét va chuan bj ting pham dam cudi.»
Tamua nhting vat ph4m nay, vara di cung
ngay véi anh, dinh dén day trudc anh dé
lam quen véi c6 dau va ba chi cung hai
dda tré. Nhung ta lai hd hénh dé€ 10 cai tai
dung s6 gidy bac tién miing cong thém
chi phi ddm cuéi va mudi nghin franc
bang tién vang cung cac thu khac. Lao
chtl quan no6i long tham da nhoét ta dinh
giét dé€ 1ay ctia. Day, tai sao nhiing chiéc
dong ho lai khac san tén tting ngudi. Bay
gio anh hiéu roi chu?

Moutier:



Quinthtndis | 215

- Thua Tudng quan, bay gid thi toi
hiéu. Elfit va t6i sé ching bao gid dam
queén...

Ong tudng:

- Quén, nhd gi! Vé chuyén! An téi di
roi con phdi ngu. Ta déi bung va budn
ngt lam.

Ba Blidot chay vao bép bé chao thuc
an bi bd quén vi mai noi chuyén. Elfit va
Moutier bay ban. Jacques va Paul xudng
hidm 14y rugu. Ong tuéng con lai mot
minh ding gitia phong, hai ban tay chap
sau lung. Ong mim cidi nhin moi ngudi.

- Dugc ldm, anh ban Moutier!... Nao
ta vao chdl... Mot coc dé miing cho su
thinh vigng ctia «Quan Thién Than».

Jacques m& nut chai va rot rugu:
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- Quan Thién Than mubén nam! Moi
nguidi trong Quan mu6én nim! - Ong
tudng nang cdc, ho to va udng can mot
hoi... HAim rugu «Quan Thién Than»
tuyét qua! Uong rugu nay chuc suc khoe
tuyét qua!

Moi ngudi an udng, tro chuyén vui
vé, roi di ngu. Ngudi nao ciing kéo mot
mach cho dén sang. Jacques va Paul cat
dong ho ctia ching dudi goi lic nam
ngu. Elfit ngadm nghia chiéc dong ho cua
minh that lau, ro6i up vao tai nghe, roi
gill trong tay trong lac ngt. ba Blidot va
Moutier cling lam gidéng nhu Jacques va
Paul. Sang day, viéc dau tién la ho cam
ngay dong ho xem noé cé chay khong.












