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H@‘i toi con 14 tudi, 15 tudi, thi da
nghe ngudilang noéi nhiéu vé cdi
tén Nam Chuot. Vé géc gac cua han, chi
thay ndi la ngudi lang Ky Lam, céi lang &
phia Bac lang t6i, cich mot con song, vé
sau co cdi ga xe hoa goila ga Ky Lam, con
moi su khac khong biét r6. Hinh nhu han
cling khong c6 nha cta, cha me, vg con
gl 6 lang. Han lam thg bac, quanh nam
di lam ngh€ & cac noi, nhat 1a cac noi do
hoéi, nhu Hué, Da Nang, Hoi An.

Ho néi Nam Chudt 1a tho bac khéo
nhit doi, & Hué€ cé nhiéu thg bac danh
tiéng cling phai chiu thua. Nhung lai n6i
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han t6 lam d6 vang gia, moéi khi dugc
goi dén nha lam d6 nt trang cho ngudi
ta, nha cht du ngdi canh mot bén, han
cling cu trdo bac, trdo dong vao, lay vang
ra, khong lam sao biét dugc. B&i vay ca
vung qué chung t6i, nhiing nha giau co,
von bi€t Nam Chudt la thg khéo, nhung
khong ai dam thué han lam viéc gi vé cai
nghé ctia han ca. Nhiéu ngudi con nodi
Nam Chuot duc sung, duc bac gia dugc.
Moi khi néi diéu ay, ho lam ra vé bi mat,
hinh nhu ho cé y ngé cho Nam Chu¢t
dinh lam mdt viéc gi 16n, “lam gidc”
chang han.

Nhung khong biét thé nao, nguoi ta
lai cho Nam Chuot la ké noi lao noi phét,
vao cdi hang “mudi voi khong dugc bat
nudc xao” tic la mang ngudi ay da lai
noéi ldo noi phét rdi, cé khi chi dung doc
mot chii: Chudt qua tuc la ldo qua.
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Luc bay gi¢ toi dang di hoc & nhiing
noi cach xa lang, moéi khi vé lang, lai
thinh thodng nghe ngudi ta néi chuyén
vé Nam Chudt nhu thé, nhu thé, toi
cling chi nghe 1am tai ma thoi, khong dé
y mdy. Ma hén thé, ciu ca con quan phu,
hoc gioi cd tiéng, dang lo x6i kinh ndu su
dé€ khoa t6i day do tha khoa, khong thi
cling ctinhan nam tén trd 1én, viéc gi ma
phai dé y dén chuyén mot anh thg bac.

Nam hai muoi tudi, toi thi do ta tai
— quai la, sao lai do tu tai? — veé nha,
cach may hom thi téi di vé lang Xuan
Dai tham ba ngoai téi va cau tdi. & dn
mot bia com trua, dén x€ chiéu, t6i cdo
ve thi vita cé mot ngudi dén. Nguoi trac
dudi bon muoi tudi, mat tret, nudc da
xanh xam, mat sang, miéng rong, hai moi
tré ra, ham va cam nhu nguyén khong
cd rau, khong phai cao, ngudi thap song
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cting khong thap lam, ddu troc, quan cai
khén vai den, 4o cdc cuc gilia, quan dén
dau goi, chan mang dép da song.

Nguoi 4y luc vao dén ctia, hai tay cap
cai non la ngang nguc cui chao cau toi,
khi bé cai noén 14 ra, méi thdy trong tay
con cam mot cai nfia ma sau nay toi méi
biét dé 1a cai doc tau. No la cai 6ng tron
ma dai, thay thoang nhu c6 kham xa cu
va bit bac, bit vang gi do. Cau t6i nhu
chao nhu khong phai chao:

— Anh Nam phai khong?

— Da, lau lam, ¢6 thé quan I6n quén

A e

to1.

Toi nguyén da cdo vé roi, cho nén du
cd gdp mot ngudi khach mdi vao hoi la
nhu thé ciing ct viéc ra vé. Khong ngs
khi toi ra khoi cdng, 1én dudng vé méi
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mot chdng, nghe c6 ngudi chay theo
ddng sau goi to6i diing lai, thi ra la nguai
thay luc nay. Anh ta ty gidi thiéu:

— Toi la Nam Chuot day.
Ro&i dot ngdt hoi toi:

— Nghe noi cau dau Tu Tai ma cau
khdc, co6 phai khong? Gia st cau dugc
dau tha khoa thi cdu lam nén cai tro
trong gi?

Mot gao nudc lanh x06i vao xuong
song! Toibén lén ap ung, cudihi hi khong
tra 16i dugc. Bai vi céi lé anh ta néi doé toi
cling c6 nghi t6i, nhung khong di thi thi
thoi, da di thi thi lai muén dau to. Thé roéi
Nam Chuét di cing dudng véi toi, via
di viia néi chuyén.

Anh ta c6 dua céi doc tdu lén, ndi véi

Ao

to1:
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— Ong cdu cta cau that 1a keo qua,
cai doc tau thé nay ma cam tra cd 5 dong
bac.

— Hodc gia cau t6i khong c6 nhiéu
tién chang?

Toi ndi cho c6 noi, chii khong cod y gi
ca. Nhung anh ta cdi phang:

— Quan 16n hoi xua (chi 6ng ngoai
toi) lam dén Tong déc Ha Noi via chi,
ma khong c6 tién 1gp noéi cai nha cua
ong ba dé lai da tréc ngoéi ; con dng phu
(chi cdu t6i) méilam Tri pht ¢6 3 nam vé
“chung dudng’, mua dugc nhiing muoi
mau rudng, toi biét la hang dat t6t nhat,
thé sao ndi la khong cd nhiéu tién?

Toi thay cai diéu anh ta ndi d6 hinh
nhu dung, t6i lam thinh. Bong dung anh
ta cat tiéng cudi mot cach rat xo 14, roi
noi tiép:
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— Ai ¢6 d0i, cha chét vi ddnh Tay ma
con trg di lam quan véi Tay!

Nghe cau nay téi cdm dong qua. Toi
khong dam choéng lai y anh ta, chi néi
nhu vt vat mot it:

— Théy ba ngoai toi ké chuyén, luc
ong ngoai to6i mat roi thi cdnh nha sa sut
qué doi, néu cdu t6i khong lam nhu thé
thi dén lun bai mat.

Anh ta biu mdi, cdi moéi da tré roi,
con biu nta, rat khé coi:

— Ra chi ¢6 lam quan méi ctiu van
dugc nghiép nha. Thé thi bao nhiéu

nguoi khong lam quan, ho déu di dn may
heét.

Toi lai lam thinh. Ngting mot luc,
anh ta noi tiép:
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— Heén chi ma quan 16n chét 6 Ha
Noi ndm Ngo, nam Dau that tha kinh
do, Nghia Hoi noi 1én danh Tay, nam
Hoi, Tay kéo 1én dong don & chua Phi
Phu, thi 6ng cau cta cau da lam bang ta
trong cai don 4y. D€ lam gi? Cau co biét
khong? D€ dan ap Nghia Hoi.

Nhiing chuyén ay, thady me t6i co
ké cho t6i nghe hoi con nho, toi biét ca,
nhung tang 16 noi:

— Thang tdm ndm Hogi, me tdi mai dé
toi ra, toi lam gi bi€t dugc nhiing chuyén
ay?

Anh ta lai cudi, nhung khong x6 14,
nhin vao mat toi:

— Thay ngudi ta néi cau thong minh,
no6i chuyén véi cau, t6i cling thay cau
thong minh that.
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Thinh linh anh ta nhdy mai ddp hai
ba cdi, lay khédn lau nuéc mii ca nudc
mat ntia, r6i ndi thém:

— Nhu t6i, (anh ta lay tay phai an vao
nguc) ghién thuoc phién cho dang, chu
ong cau ctia cdu ma ciing hut thi hét thay
nhting ngudi nghién chung t6i déu phai
lay lam la.

— Sao vay?

— Quan I6n hoi xua c6 cung may ong
em lap mot ban “gia uéc’, trong do céd
mot diéu cam con chéau hut thuoc phién,
néu pham thi triing tri bang nhiing cach
nao dd. Thé ma dam pham. Dt biét con
nguoi cua ong cau cua cdu la vay do: cai
gi cting lam nghich lai vé6i cha.

Cai “gia u6c” ma anh ta noi day, toi
khong hé biét, vi khong hé nghe ai noi
toi.
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Nhung t6i nghi, néu ding nhu thé,
thi anh ta néi cling cé ly. Toi lai lam
thinh.

bay da dén chd con duong ré vao
nha toi, t6i dung lai, néi may 16i tu biét.
Nam Chudt nam lay tay t6i va noi:

— Toi ndi nay gio cé lam méch long
cau khong? & doi cé thi€u gi chuyén noi,
ha tat toi gap cdu lan dau phai néi d€ lam
méch long cau, nhung tinh ¢& gip céu
chuyén dang néi thi cu noi.

Roianh ta té y mong gdp toilan khac.

Toi viia di vé nha vita nghi, “A, ra
Nam Chudt 1a con ngudi nhu thé day”.

La moét anh tho bac, sao lai néi dugc
nhting diéu nhu thé, toi lay lam la.

Toi hom ay, téi dem ca cau chuyén
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Nam Chudt ndi véi toi ké lai cho thay toi
nghe. Thay t6i bao:

— Cai thang lao dén thé la cung!

— Nhung nhiing diéu han ndi, con
thay nhu cling c6 cai dung.

To61 ron rén thua lai.

— bung kia a? Mdc dau dung ching
niia, cdi hang thing Nam Chuot ma lai
dugc noi thé a?

Thay thay t6i ndi hoi xang , toi lam
thinh. Mot chap t6i méi diu giong hoi:

— Cdi “gia u6c” 6ng ngoai lap ra ma
Nam Chuot néi do, thay co biét khong?

— Tao khong biét. Thay ndi sy cam
hat ay 6 nha bong ban (nha quan thugng
Pham Pha Tht) thi ¢, con nha Xuan
Tai, tao khong nghe.
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bén luc tat dén, di ngh roi, thay toi
con noi mot minh:

— Cai thang lao qua!

b6 vé sau hon 10 nam, t6i khong
gap lai Nam Chuot lan nao. Chiing vao
khoang 1920, m¢t lan t6i & Ha Noi vé
nha, thay ngudi ta n6i Nam Chuot bay
gio lap gia dinh & ngu tai lang t6i, toi
bong c6 cam giac nhu la mot vat gi minh
da bd quén di ma bay gio thay lai.

Lang t6i c6 mot cho goi la Con Mii
Guom, c6 mot vat dat goi la dat Cho ia,
theo 161 thi Nam Chudt da xin lam cai
tup tranh trén vat dat ay, va cuéi vg la
con gai qua lua ctia mot nha c6 moén bai
ban rugu va thudc phién ciing 6 lang toi.
Han van lam thg bac.
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Mot hom t6i dén tham, thay trong
nha chi c6 mot can van nho, trén dat cai
ban dén, mot cai budng che phén tre,
ngoai ra la cai 10 bé bac d€ ngay cho ctia
ra vao. Bay gid gan dén Tét, troi hoi lanh,
han & tran, ngdi canh cdi 1o bé dang ho
ca nguoi trén ltia. Han xin 16i t6i va noi:

- Nguoi ta tam bang nudc, nhung
toi quanh ndm tam bang ltta. Ho thé nay
cho d6 mo hdi ra, ky sach ghét, thi cling
chang khac tim bang nudc.

Héan mdi t6i ngoi trén van, toi khong
ngoi, ngoi trén cai don keé dat ¢ dat gan 1o
bé, chd sam cho ban hang ngdi xem han
lam viéc.

Anh ta khong tam niia, mdc ao vao,
cho than thém vao 10 bé, bac &m nudc
1én, rdi goi vg stc cdi binh tich tra ham
di, cho tra khac vao, pha nuéc mai toi
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udng va sudi ltia, cing noi chuyén. Lan
nay anh ta goi t6i bang dng, ndi rang:

— Mudi nam vé trudc téi mong lai
gdp 6ng ma khong dugc gap, lan nay gép,
toi khong c6 chuyén néi.

- Ong ma thiéu gi chuyén, nhu
chuyén néi v6i t6i nam no khi di dudng
tii Xuan Pai dén Bao An.

Anh ta dua tay lén khoat khodt, noi
that nhanh:

— Thoi thoi, da lau nay t6i khong con
noéi nhting chuyén nhu thé nita. N6i kho-
ng cd ngudi nghe ma con co6 hai. Gia toi
con ct noéi céi 16i dé thi khong thé nao
lay vg va lap gia cu & lang 6ng dugc.

T6i noi:

— Da thé thi dén phién t6i. Trudc kia
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ong khong sg méch long t6i, thi bay gic
toi cing khong sg méch long 6ng ma hoi
ong mot vai diéu.

Anh ta cudi mot cach thang thén.

— Pugc lam, nhiing nha giau lang t6i
ho déu ndi 6ng hay an cap vang nén ho
khong dam thué 6ng lam cai gi hét, bay
gio ong vac 1o bé dén day lam gi?

Anbh ta lai cudi, néi dan tling tiéng:

— S& di t6i & day la vi c¢6 thé chiia
dong ho, xe dap, but may, khoa tay, ndi
nhiing vi¢c d6 du cho t6i lam hang ngay
1oi, con sy lam do vang bac thi chi thinh
thodng mdi cé.

— Nhung t6i muo6n bi€t 6ng qua co
an cap vang khong? Va dn cap nhu thé
nao?
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Anh ta lai cudi mot cach xo la:

— Th an cap ma ké gi? C6 nhiing ké
an cudp thi khong ai néi dén. Toi cd an
cap vang that ddy, nhung ciing tuy cho
tuy nguoi, § lang Bao An day thi toi kho-
ng them.

ROi anh ta thuét lai chuyén an cap
vang cho to6i nghe:

— Ndm Thanh Thai thap nhi, ong
Nguyén Hiiu Thang lam Téng ddc tinh
ta, co hau 6ng ay goi 1a c6 Héa Mg, tuy
cd hau ma oai quyén nhu ba l6n. Mot
hoém, toi dugc trat doi dén, linh bAm bao
roi dat vao nha trong. Co6 ta muén toi &
lai day lam cho c6 mdt doi vong cham y
nhu doi co6 cd san, va héi toi cd thé lam
dugc khong. Toéi noi “dugc”, va xin cho
xem do6i vong cham san c6 cta co. Co ta
md tu ldy ra, toan trao cho toi. Toi co 1
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vuong lua trang tinh khiét bo san trong
tui, bén lay 16t trén ban tay, roi méi nhan
lay doi vong tu tay co ddt 1én vudng lua.
Toi dem ra cho sang, co di theo. Toi nhac
nhiac xem tht do6i vong nidng bao nhiéu,
va cam tudi vang cho thit dung, ngam
xem nhiing nét cham cho that dau ra do,
con van cho cai co ra coi thi cé chit hay
dau hiéu gi khong. Xong roi, toi tra doi
vong lai va ndi: “Bam ba 16n, doi vong
nay khéo lam, chd ¢6 vén ra van vo cua
né c6 khac cai chii, ba I6n c6 dé y kho-
ng?”. Co tanoi: “Toi biét, no la chii “ngoc”
Toi noi: “Con c6 thé lam ding y nhu thé,
nhung hom nay con cé viéc riéng, khong
¢ lai dugc, mudi ngay niia con xin dén
lam hau ba 16n, khong dam sai hen”. Co
ta dong y.

Néi dén day, anh ta noi ngap mot
ngoi doi ba cai, roi xin 16i tdi cho 1én van
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dét den hat may diéu, va moi t6i nam
doéi dién nghe ndi tiép.

— T6i vé€ nha, cay cuc lam mat sdu bay
ngay mdi xong mot doi vong cot gia ma
vang. Dang 1€ lam bang dong thi dugc
loi nhiéu hon nhung vi ¢6 cham phai
lam bang bac. Thanh khi r6i, xem tudi
vang nét cham cho dén cdi chit & trong
déu y hét nhu doéi vong ctia c6 Héa Moc,
dem ma danh trdo, c6 thanh cting khong
biét...

Toi ngat:

- Danh rang 6ng lam mot cai rat
giong, con nhu dong cin ctia doi vong,
tic la suc ndng cua nd, ong biét 1a bao
nhiéu ma lam cho dung dugc?

— Ay thé méi 1 tai. Anh ta cusi hip
mat ma khong ra tiéng. Chinh an nguoi
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l1a & cho do. Bat ky thu kim khi gi, toi
nhac nhac trén tay khac dong can ctia né
dung khong sai. Chéng tin, 6ng thdo cai
day chuyén dong ho dua day xem.

To6i thdo ngay cai day chuyén dé
trudc mdt anh ta. Kéo xong di€u thuoc
anh ta dang hang mot cdi, ngoi ddy, cam
day chuyén trén nhac nhac mot cai roi
ding day di lay cai can tiéu ly dua cho
toi, néi qua quyét:

— Ong biét mit can chd? Can xem.
Cai day chuyén nay néu n6 la vang thi
n6 ndng hon, nhung no la dong ma vang
cho nén no chi cé ba chi tam.

Toi can, qua that, ba chi tam hoi yéu
mot chut, song dem vao chd ba chi thi
hoi vat. Toi kéu 1én:

— Thé thi tai that. Xin chiu.
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Anh ta lai noi:

~ Con mot chd bi quyét nita. Ong
biét, vang nang hon cac thi kim khi khac,
nghialavang, bac, dong, chi cing mot thé
tich thi lugng ctia vang phai nhiéu hon.
Véy thi minh muon cho dong cén cta
doi vong gia bang doi vong that, ma cai
vOc clia n6 cling chi bang doi vong that,
khong to hon, thé méi la kho. Nhung céi
dé c6 thuc hanh méi cat nghia dugc, ndi
bdang miéng s¢ 6ng cting khong hiéu.

Nghi mot lat anh ta ké ti€p dén cudc
danh trdo:

— Pung 10 ngay tdi lai dén. Hai bén
thoa thuin véi nhau vé diéu kién lam
viéc roi, co ta ma tu lay do6i vong va vang
diép ra dit trén sap, roi goi toi dén dung
bén canh xem c6 can. Can do6i vong ndng
mot lang hai —- t6i chac da 1am, vi doi
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vong gia cta toi cling dung mot lang hai
—— cho nhich mot chut, dinh giao ca cho
toi. Toi chua nhén, xin cho xem do6i vong
da. Co ta diing ddy cam bo vang di¢p ca
cho moét lang hai cat vao ta. Trong luc do6
toi lay doi vong gia ra dat trén ban tay
trai, day vuong lua trang lén trén. Khi c6
ta quay ra dua doi vong cho t6i, tdi chia
ban tay c6 vudng lua trang ra nhén lay
cting nhu 1an trudc. Toi di ra chd sang
ngodi xuong lam bo xem lai doi vong, co
ta cling di theo. Xem xong t6i dung lén.
Co ta sip lung di vé€ chod sap. Toi di sau,
lat ca vong va vudng lua tl ban tay trai
qua ban tay phai, thanh ra do6i vong gia
nam trén, c thé ma tra lai cho co ta, va
toi gap nhanh vudng lua cé doi vong that
& trong ma bd vao tui. Co ta hoi: “Chu
chu thg khong git 1dy dé 1am mau a?”
To6i ndi:”’Bam ba 16n, con xem hai 1an
nhu thé€ du roi, xin bao dam lam that
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ding”. Co ta khen: “Heén chi ma ndi tiéng
la thg khéo. Téi nhd 6ng Pha Dién viét
trat doi cha 1a vi c6 ba Pht mach miéng”
Bay gi6 chiing mudi gid sdng, toi xin di
ra mua thudc phién roi trd lai nhan vang
diép bat dau lam. Ra dén chg Vinh Dién,
toi dem do6i vong cham vang mudi chinh
hiéu ctia “ba 16n” gii cho mot ngudi anh
em “dong dao”. Toi khong quén cau tuc
ngt: “Co gian phai c6 ngoan”.

~ Ong &n cdp chi c6 thé, hay 1a luc
trd lai lam con an cap niia? Toi hoi.

— Khong, t6i dai gi ma an cap nia.
Trong nhiing ngay lam, c6 ta ngoi giti mot
bén, khong phai vi thé ma t6i khong dn
cap dugc, co diéu tdi da dinh bung kho-
ng an cap. Khi lam xong, t6i hoi muén
khac chii gi. C6 ta ngam nghi r6i béo: “
Toi la ngusi Héa Mdc, khac chit “mdc”
cho t61”. To6i khon & chd d6. Béi vi hai doi
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vong gidng nhau nhu hét, c¢6 khac chi
khac nhau dé lam dau thi mai sau doi gia
co xi ra, han mé&i khong c6 thé ngo dugc
1a doi do tay toi lam. Cho dén bay gid toi
cling con an han la, nhu thé, sé lam cho
ong ban dong nghiép nao cua t6i da lam
cho han doi vong that do hoa ra la nguoi
bat luong thién, nhung 6ng tinh, da giét
ngudi ai con gédm chdy mau.

— Ong lam cai viéc nhu thé c6 nhiéu
lan khong?

— Ké ra cling khong it. Nhung t6i déu
an cap 6 bon dn cudp nhu Téong Déc, Bo
Chanh, an Sat, Pht, Huyén, chinh cdi ba
Phu ndi lac nay da mat vé6i t6i may lang
vang ma khong biét, di “mach miéng”
cho ngudi khac. Nhiing viéc nhu thé
toi cling ching gidu, ct hay dem néi véi
nguoi ta cling nhu noéi véi 6ng day, cho
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nén mang tiéng, chu thud nay da co ai
bat dugc toi an cap dau.

Hoéi dén sy duc sung, lam bac gia,
anh ta bao:

— Ta ¢b ndu sit dugc dau ma duc
sung? Nhung chiia sung thi co. Hoi toi &
ba Nang, cac thu sung liét may ctia Tay
thudng dem thué t6i stia. Bac gia thi toi
cé lam, nhung tinh ra khong co loi gi
may, vé sau t6i khong lam niia.

Nam Chuoét con noéi cho t6i nghe vé
tinh chat ctia cac thu loai kim va phép
hgp kim, nhu dong va kém, madi thu bao
nhiéu, hgp nhau thanh ra thu gi, dong va
thi€c bao nhiéu, hgp nhau thi thanh ra
thu gi, nghe ra thong thao nhu ngudi cé
hoc chuyén mon. Téi lay lam la bén hdéi:
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— Ong c6 hoc véi thdy ndo ma biét
dugc nhiing diéu ay la nhiing diéu ma
cac tho bac khac hau nhu khong biét?

Anh ta ving ngoi day, cudi, ra diéu
dacy, vo vao dui toi:

— Xua nay mdi co mot ngudi hoi toi
cau 4y, la 6ng! Toi chang hoc véi thdy nao
hét, t6i chi doc c6 1 cubn sach 1a cuén
Kim Thach chi biét.

Toi sting sot, nghi bung: té ra anh
nay con biét chit nifa kia. Cai tén sach ay
toi chua hé nghe, ciing khong ddm ngdé
la anh ta bia dat. M6t hom khac t6i1 hoi
thay t6i cé biét cuén Kim thach chi biét
khong, thay toi ciing chiu khong biét, va
héi toi nghe & dau, toi ki€ém dudng noi
trg, chu khong ddm noéi nghe & Ndam
Chudét. Cho mai dén gin nay, doc Lo
Tan toan tap, t6i mdéi thay trong do cé
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nhic dén tén cuon sach 4y. Toi nghi ma
lay lam then, sao minh da khong biét ma
lac bay gio khong hoi ngay anh ta, chi
vi nghi minh 1a ngudi hoc thuc viét bao
viét biéc, ma to cai dot truGc mat mot
anh thg bac thi é qua.

D6 vé sau may nam, moi nam toi &
Ha N¢i hodc Saigon vé tham nha, déu cé
dén véi anh ta. Anh ta con in trong dau
toi may cau chuyén ly tha va bat ngo nia.

Nam Chuét tting néi véi toi rang tu
ray anh ta khong néi nhiing chuyén nhu
da phé binh cau t6i mot cach khong né
nang, nhung roi lai chiing nao tat 4y, van
khong cai nét.
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Mot lan, phé binh nhan vat lang toi,
anh ta ché 6ng Tu no doét, 6ng Ba kia keo
kiét, cudi cung anh ta noéi: “ toi chi phuc
c6 hai ngudi, mot la dng Bién Chin, mot
1a ong Tam Thi”

Ong T4m Thd, ngudi Minh Huong,
& ngu lang t6i, ngheo chuyén nghé lam
thudc, it hay giao du vdi ai, t6i khong biét
ong ta cho lam. Con 6ng Bién Chin, tén
that Ia Phan DPinh, cha ru6t toi, cha cta
Phan Thanh, Phan B6i. Chu t6i la dan
trang, ngheo, c6 gang lam méi cho con
di hoc dugc, nhung dung la ngudi “can
kiém liém chinh” lai khing khai niia,
chinh tdi, téi cling phuc chu t6i ma sg
thay toi.

Toi khong tham gia y kién gi, chud
ngam ngam chiu anh ta la biét nguoi, phé
binh dung. Nhung, trudc mat t6i ma noi
nhu thé, tdi ngd anh ta c6 ngu mdt tham
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¥, la anh ta khong phuc thay toi. Thay
toi da do dai khoa, lam quan, bd quan
vé & lang, cam can ndy muc cho ca lang,
ca tong, khong cé mang tai mang tiéng
gi, néu anh ta khong lay lam dang phuc,
chac anh ta thay vé khia canh nao do. Tu
dé toi dam ra dy nay, hodc gia cha minh
cling cé khuyét di€ém gi nhu cdu minh,
lam cho ngudi ngoai phi nghi ma minh
khong biét chiang. T6i ¢ dem hdi chu toi
va thuat lai 16i Nam Chudt khen phuc
chu, thi chu t6i trach t6i sao lai di nghe
chuyén ctia Nam Chuot. Thi ra chu toi
cling cd thanh kién doi v6i Nam Chuot
nhu thay t6i, nhu nhiing ngudi lang.

Lan khac, bong dung anh ta hoi toi:

— Quan 16n nha ta (chi thay t6i) sao
lai khong lam quan nita? Ong c6 nhd
lac ngai bo quan ma vé la bao nhiéu tudi
khong?
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Toi lay lam la sao han lai hoi minh
diéu ay. Song ciling cti theo minh biét ma
tra 10i:

— Thay t6i tud6i Tuat, cai nam cdo
bénh ma vé€ la nam Ky Hgi, mdi cd ba
muoi tam tudi. S& di khong lam quan
nta, cé 1é 1a tai khong chiu lam véi Tay.

Cho dén luc t6i ngoai 20 tuoi, thay
toi van coi téi nhu tré con, nhiing viéc
nhu thé chua hé dem ndi véi toi. Co diéu
mot doi khi toi nghe thodng qua du luan
bén ngoai, nhat la luc 6 Hai Phong gap
Lé B4 Cti, 6ng ay cb ké cho t6i nghe khi
ong lam phan-su toa d&n Nha Trang, thay
toi lam tri phu, c6 lan cdi nhau kich liét
vGi vién cong su, chinh 6ng ding lam
thong ngon, thi tom tit ma trd 16i nhu
vay. Nhung Nam Chu¢t hoi van t6i moét
cau rat odi dm:
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— O lang nay con c6 hai éng nita déu
lam dén tri huyén, déu bo quan ma vé
trudce tudi huu tri, vay thi 6ng cling cho
rang hai 6ng 4y ciing khong chiu lam
quan v6i Tay hay sao?

“Thang cha kho chiu that” toéi nghi
bung. Khong biét doi dap thé nao véi
han, t6i phai néi mdt cau ma ty minh
cling thay la non nét qua:

— Viéc hai 0ng ay thi t6i khong biét.

Anh ta van cudi cai 16i x0 14 rat kha
0. Ngé6t con cudi mdi binh tinh noi:

— Toi cling cd nghe va biét vé chanh
tich va nhan phdm cua quan I6n nha ta,
nhung t6i lai c6 mot sé kién khac, néi
ra, Ong diing tudng t6i co y lam doi vong
that nhanh thanh ra do6i vong gia thi to6i
mdi noi.
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— Thi 6ng cu noi di.

— Lang Bao An, ngudi ta ndi, khong
cd dat phat quan 16n, ma kinh nghiém
xua nay ranh ranh nhu thé. Tt trudc bao
nhiéu 6ng lam dén ti phdm trd lén déu
bi cach tuot hét. Cho nén Bong Khanh,
Thanh Thai dén gid, 6ng nao cing lam
dén pht huyén roi ki€m cach tii chiic ma
veé. Néu noi khong chiu lam quan véi Tay
thi khong lam ti dau, cht khong co 1€
lc méi ra lam, khong biét rang minh sé
lam v6i Tay. Hai 0ng huyén kia cay cuc
mai dén ngoai bon ndm muai tudi méi
vé, con quan 16n nha ta vé sém la vi méi
38 tuoi da lam Tri pht.

Toéi lam nhu khong dé€ y gat gat nhin
anh ta, ky thuc t6i cho la cdi s& kién cua
anh ta do, khong biét chiing, la doc dao.
Lang toi, tay giap lang Dong My, dong
gidp lang Xuan Dai, hai lang nay déu cé
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Téng D6c, ma lang tdi, thi d6 thi dong,
dai khoa cting c6, nhung khong cé quan
to. Thué Ty Dtic 6ng Nguyén Duy Ty,
lam dén pht doan Thtia Thién, 6ng nodi
toi [am dén an sat Khanh Hoa, cling déu
bi cach.

Toi khong tin phong thuy, nhung do6
1a sy thuc. Hodc gid cdc 6ng quan lang
toi, trong d6 cé thay toi, thdy thé ma
sg, lam dén phu huyén lo rut lui ciing
nén. Huong chi cdi luan chung cia Nam
Chudt r6 rang ma danh thép lam, t6i bay
lau trau doi cdi duc tinh ngay thuc cta
nguoi viét bao, t6i khong thé cai chay cai
cOi dugc.

Toi thady chac chan lam, vi t6i biét
chiu chuyén cho nén anh ta thich noéi
chuyén véi toi, con anh ta, hay ndi cdi 16i
moc rudt moc gan ngudi ta nhu thé, cho
nén ho mang anh ta la néi lao ndi phét.
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C6 mot su rat la. Mot 1an té6i dén
choi, van ngoi trén don ké xem anh ta
lam viéc, liéc thay trong cai thung dung
do nghé cé quyén sach, t6i tho tay lay
xem, thi la m¢t cuén Thuong Son thi tap
khong c6 bia, da xé mat nhiéu trang. Toi
hoi:

—~ Ong ciing c6 sach nay a? N6 la mot
bo dén 10 cudn, sao & day chi con mdt
cuon?

— To6i c6 ma to6i xé dé quin thuoc la
hét, chi con mdt cudn, bdi vi in bang gidy
quyén, quin thudc tot lam.

— Ong c6 xem qua chii?

— Tho ctia 6ng Hoang minh xem thé
nao dugc? Toéi chi xem dugc c6 modi mot
bai Mai Truc Diéu.

Toi phat lanh ngudi. Toéi cé doc tho
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Thuong Son ro6i, t6i cing khong thich,
nhung cai bai Mai trac diéu 1a bai th€
nao, toi co biét dau? Chi vi dau dot, toi
lai cti lam thinh, khong héi anh ta.

Vé nha, t6i hom &y, toi lat bo tho
Thuong Son ra tim, tim dugc bai Mai
trac diéu. V€ sau, toi dich ra dang bao
Phu N Tan Vin, sau niia, dem in trong
Chuong Dén thi thoai. Luc ra day dé ban
doc thudng thic cdi muc thudng thic
van hoc cta anh tho bac:

Bai hdt ban tre

Ngay don hai cdy triic
Bdan di dé dan bung
Trong ctia tre day kho
Ngodai ctia tién chang cho

Khoéng ndi thi ciing khd
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NOi thi roi dai sé qudt chu
Ray vé sau diing don tre niia

Doi ndm trong tre chét ciing du!

Tt khi biét Nam Chudt co6 biét chii
Han nhiéu, xem sach xem tho dugc roi,
toi cé luc dem van hoc noi véi anh ta,
anh ta chi nghe va hoi chu khong té y
kién. Toi cd y trach. Anh ta gidi thich thé
nay:

— Ngudi ta, cdi gi biét it thi chi nén
nghe chu khong nén ndi, téi noéi chuyén
van chuong chit nghia véi 6ng, cling nhu
ong khong day nghé lam tho bac cho t6i.

Anh ta lam thg¢ bac, nhung cing
kiém luon thg rén nitia ma 1a tho rén rat
khéo. Nhiing dung cu cua anh ta nhu cdi
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kim, cdi bua, cdi kéo, anh ta déu di dén 1o
bé rén, ngdi ma ty danh lay. Cai d6 thi &
lang t6i c6 nhiéu ngudi biét, cai kim cta
anh ta ddnh, ai cling chiu la khong kém
cua Tay.

Nam 1944, t6i 6 Ha Noi, vé nha dugc
may hom thi thay t6i mat. Lam dam
xong, toi & luon trong nha ba bon thang
khong ra khoi cong. Buon qud, mot hom
toi di tim anh ta. Dén noi, cai tap tranh
khong c6 ntia. Hoi thi ngudi ta néi Nam
Chuot don di dau da lau réi. Tu dé toi
mat Nam Chuot cua toi.

Mot lan, trudc mat 6ng Tu gia, anh

Gidp trong lang goi Nam Chuot bang
ong, 6ng 'Tu gia dap ban quo:

— May goi thing Nam Chu6t bang
ong, thi goi tao bang gi?
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To6i nghe ma tic minh, cho nén bai
nay, t6i néu ddu dé 1a "Ong Nam Chudt”

Trich bdo Vin s6 36 ra ngay 10-1-
1958.















