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%é bric Lgi chom ngudi téi, ngon
tay cai va ngon trd kep manh
vao ma cua Thuy kéo dich ra, viia nhiu
hai mat lai d€ nhin cho ky:

— Chi bao con bé nay phéng?

Thuay thay dau suyt kéu lén mot tiéng
suyt xoa. Cai cam giac dau khong chi do
hai ngon tay kep lai ma con do hai méng
tay dai, nhon cham vao thit. Hai méng
tay son trang nhu hai cai vuét sac cta



8 | W Erg

mot loai beo rting, mdt loai manh cam.
Nhung né bam moi chiu dung.

Ngudi dan ba nha qué mdc 4o ba ba den
ngoi thu hinh trong chiéc ghé c6 boc ni
v0i va dung day. Ba Duc Loi - nguyén
ba la v¢ mét Dai uy nhung bdi céd hun
md tiém tap hoa Duc Loi nén ngudi ta
thudng quen miéng kéu la ba Dic Lgi -
khoat tay:

— Chi ct ngoi. Chi dua con bé nay lai
cho t6i phdng? N6 1én may?
Ngudi dan ba ap ung:

—~Da...da...NO tudi Than.

— Ai cé biét tudi Than vdéi tubi Phan
gi? Lén may thi c néi me no6 ra. Thoi dai
nay ma con am & nhiing tudi Than véi
tu6i Meo. Nay, con bé kia, may 1én may?
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Thay viia méi miing vi d6i ngon
tay thoi kep vao ma, chot lai giat minh
vi tiéng goi va vi déi mat duc nho nho
dang xody nhin vao n6. N6 khong nghe
1o hét cau hoi, va béi khong dam hoi lai,
no6 lung tung:

— Da... thua Ba, con ... con khong
cd ...lén.

— Troi oi! Ngu oi la ngu. Tao c6 bao
may lén véi xuong cho nao dau? Tao hai
may lén mady. Lén may tudi do.

(Tiéng d6 ba doéi sang giong mién
Nam, y chiing dé cho ca cau néi dugc dé
hiéu hon). Thay 4p ung:

— Da thua Ba, con dugc mudi hai
tuoi.

— A! Muo¢i hai tudi. Mudi hai tudi
ma con kho nhu mot daa 1én tam.
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Ngudi dan ba nha qué:
— Da. Mudi hai tu6i d6. N6 kho dac.

Ba Dtc Lgi té vé khong luu y dén
cau noi vo ich dang hita hen con sé dugc
kéo dai. Ba cat ngang:

— Chi néi b6 me né?

— Da cha me no chét hét. Da, thoi ky
chién tranh, hai bén xdp danh, may bay
yém trg, bom nd dan lac, nha chay nguosi
chét thui, bo cling chét thui. Da, ché hoi
trudc nha né giau lam.

Ba Duc Lgi ndi giong lting lo:

_ O nha qué thi giau ciing cha may
hot.

— Da giau thiét ma.

— Thoi, giau hay nghéo méacké ... No
giau thi n6 an. Chi la ba con gi v6i no?
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— Da, chéau la ngudi 16i xém. Nha
nd & x0m trén, chau & x6m dudi. Quen
miéng nd kéu 1a D1 Tam ché khong c6 ba
con. Hoi trude nha nd giau lam, rudng
co bay...

— Biét roi. Thé ai giao n6 cho chi dem
vao day?

— Da, cha me né chét hét, né bo vo.
Xe Dai Han ché n6 v6 Tuy Hoa vé6i dong
bao ti nan. Ba con trong xém chay giac
vo Tuy Hoa trudc, lap nghiép c6 co s6
thdy n6 vdy méi dan vé nudi. Hom ra
ngoai do budn ga, san chdu dan no vo

day.
- D€ dem cho & day t& phdng?

— Da khong. Noi c6 bat Troi lam
ching, chdu khong cé bung dé Chau
dinh nuo6i né nhu con, nhung ngat nha
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tung qua, an btia mai lo bita chiéu. Nghe
chi Nam chau noi Ba cho di hoc, chau
md&i dan no téi cho Ba.

- U, nha t6i ciing chd ¢4 viéc chi,
moi moi da ¢6 chi bép va anh xe. Néu né
ngoan thi t6i nu6i dé€ nd trong nha.

— Da. N6 “quang” lam. (Tiéng ngoan
doc theo giong nha qué mién Nam).

— Nay con kia, may tén gi?
— Da thua Ba, con tén Thuy.
— Ti ha?

— Da thua Ba khong phai Ty. Con tén
Thuy.

Ba DPc Loi biu moi:

— TU bé dén gid may di chan bo hay
di cudc cd ngoai dong?
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— Da thua Ba con di hoc.

Ba Duc Lgi im ldng. Hai cau trd 16i
lam ba tung tc. Thi nhat la cdi tén. Ba
dang dgi cho mot cai tén tho 16 qué mua
c& Cai Ve, Cai Dau, Thi Mét, Thi Lun. O
nha qué ddt mdt cdi tén nhu vay da da roi.
Con bay nhiing Thay nhiing Ngoc. Lam
nhu ca si hay vén si. “Khéo vé chuyén’
ba 1dm nhdm nghi. Hay ct lo cho cé cai
an, cé cai dat vao mém moi ngay ba bia.
Lai con bay vé di hoc. Pi hoc dé€ lam gi?
Chén bo hay cat cd thi da chét ai? Di hoc
dé sau nay lam Bac si phong? Con lau,
con oi! Nha ngudi ta tram anh thé phiét,
dong doi dai khoa thi méi hong do néi
cai Tu tai, cai Cl nhan, chu dau dén cai
ngti may? Di lta con bo cho gdm cd con
chac dn hon.

R4 rang la ba bic Lgi dang ttic anh
ach. Ba chot quai tay nam canh tay Thuy
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kéo lai gan. Stic manh ctia khoi thit nung
nuc lam Thuy loang choang.

~ Yéu thé d6 thi lam 4n dugc gi? O
nha nhin do6i phdong?

Di Tam lai 1at dat thu ngudi nhu sap
stia dung day:

— Da khong. Ciing dn uong day da
dé ché. Da, tai chdau nd con la, con ...

— Ngfii nay dn to phai biét. An gip doi
nguoi l6n ay.

— Da ng6 vay ché chau ciing it an.

— Tai & nha chi chi ¢6 rau dua thi an
to noi gi? Co thit c6 ca vao xem nao.

— Da chdu né it an thit [am. Chdu no
thich an rau.

— Thai bay gio rau cling cha ré. Muci
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dong mua dugc c6 hai lon rau bé bang
cai bé tam.

— Da thai thé dat dé qua. Cam dong
tién ra chg khong ddm trd mua cdi gi hét.
R t6i cdi gi cling nghe thach diéc dau.

— Con ga phai nghin bac.

— Da bon chau dau cé dam nghi téi
thit ga.

— Mot con cé 16c bang cb chan phai
dén nam tram.

— Da may moén dé danh cho quy ba
va may co vg My.

— Mot ky nho tdm tram.

— Da, bon chau chi mua néi rau lang,
rau muong, bi dé, dua gang, dua hong.
Biia nao bién im cd c4, thi biia &n con ¢
chut ca. May biia nay dugc ca 6 o.
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— An chi céi tht 4y? Doc 1dm. Mua
btic ma an cd 6 0 thi khong sinh mun
nhot cling sinh tdo bén. Cé hom ca Ty Y
té€ xin nghi dén bay tdm nhan vién ciing
vian ca 6 6 dau bung ndm liét. C6 Khanh
lam s& my & x€ nha t6i kia, hom no ciing
vi dn cd 6 6 ma dau bung nam liét ca hai
ngay.

— Da, ho an nhiéu méi vay. Ché
minh mua mdt con cd bang c6 tay ma dn
ca nha.

— Sao khong mua cd thu an c6 mat

khong?

Di Tam phat ra cudi, cudi ngon lanh
va ty nhién nhu c6 mot con ca thu dang
ruc vao nach Di. Thuy khong hiéu tai sao
ca thu lai cé thé lam Di cudi vui vé chan
thuc nhu vay. Chiing cé la Di via cuoi
viia bung doi chan cho xoac ra, hai vai
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cling dong thdéi ha xudng nhd hai canh
tay tha rong trén hai thanh ghé. Trong
Di thodi mai, hoi map ra mét chat so véi
cai dang co rum Di da git tu lac bude
vao ngoi 6 cai phong khach do s¢ nay.

That 1a 1an dau tién trong doi Thay
mdi thay mot can phong sang trong nhu
vay. N6 rong dé thudong bang hai 16p
hoc. Vach quét v6i xanh nhat trén co
16m dom nhiing chdim mau duong mau
vang. Nén lat gach hoa c6 nhiing hinh
ran ri nhiéu mau. Chung c6 cai gi via
khac nhau lai viia gidong nhau, khién
Thuy ct nhin hoai khong chan mat, nhin
xong lai muon nhin niia. B&i vi nhu do
mot phép la nao d6 ma mat ctua Thuy ct
bi di chuyén di ty nhién tti miéng gach
nay dén miéng gach khiac chi khong
phai do Thay muén nhin. Cé phai lai
nhiing miéng gach giong nhau? Nhung
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sao chung van ¢o cdi gi khac nhau?

B0 xa long gom bon ghé map u ném
day dén hai tac va boc toan ni do cd théu
hinh hoa 14 that to. Ghé xa long ddt trén
tam tham rdng, day, cling théu thua hoa
la. Mot cai gh€ dai, cling day, cling u va
cing boc mdét mau ni dé nhu bon cai
ghé map lun kia, dugc dit doc theo bd
tudng. O ké bén 13 mot cai ban dai chan
den boc dong, c6 hai hang ghé dong dén
muoi hai chiéc xép vong quanh. Mat ghé
va cho tua lung cling lai boc ni. Thuy c6
cam tudng cai gi cling ém 4i, cing mon
trén ¢ noi nay. Bat dau tu tim tham chui
chan dat ¢ 16i di vao, chom chém nhting
sgi dai mau trang ma Thdy nghi rang
né ém nhu len va cing am 4p nhu len.
bé giay dé dép dau c6 can mot su chiu
chudng thtia thai nhu vay?
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Hai céi nga voi — Thuy chac thé, can
ct vao nhiing buc hinh vé con voi trong
cac cudn sach Van Vat - udn cong dat
trén mot cdi ban thap mau den béng 1on.
Trén vach ...

Thuy chot giat minh vi ti€éng cudi ho
hé thét 1én cuia ba Duc Lgi. Ba nham tit
doi con mat, mdt ngang lén tran nha va
mau do hiing huc 1én mit.

Sau d6 ba 6m bung, ngudi xuéng ma
ngodt ngoéo cuoi ti€p.

— Oi gidi 6i! That 1a d6 hoa dai. An
nhu thé khong chét 1a phuc. Bi Tao Théo
dudi ay chti gi. HO ho ...

Thdy nhin sang Di TAm. Chang biét
Di ké chuyén gi ma ba Ptic Lgi cudi dén
khong kip thé nhu vay. Nhung trong Di
Tam c6 vé mat ngan ngo hon la thich thu.



20 § Vo EHy

Di cham chu nhin ba Puc Loi cudi roi
chgt nghi sao d6 Di cling nguong ngap
cudi theo.

Di cling ngugng ngap cudi theo.

— Da chau néi thiét d6 Ba. Ca nha
ai cing dau bung hét. Néi xin 16i, dén
thang nho chut ciing khong thoat khoi.

— Aibdo nghéo ma ham? May cai lon
dé la d6 nha binh tui né phé thai. N6
dem do ngoai dong rac, ngudi minh méi
ra nhau ra d6 nhat, dem vé rtia rdy sach
sé trd lai roi bay ban. Ai dai mua an hét
chiu.

— Nhung thua Ba may lan trudc dn
cO sao?

— Thi hoa hodn ciing c6 ky tot.

— Thiét ra thi dn cling chang ngon
lanh chi. Co6 dugc no ré.
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— Phai r6i. Ngay dén thit ga dong
lanh, thit heo dong lanh cta My an ciing
cha ra chi. Ngon sao bang dugc thit lon,
thit ga cia minh? Thit ga cia minh, lu¢c
lén la n6 cu thom phtc. Con thit ga My
an no nhat ...

— Da. Ga My dem ra chg ban it ai
mua. Chi c6 may tiém phd va tiém cao
lau 1a chiu mua.

— L6 vOn ngét ngu, may anh nudi ga.
Hom no 6ng Phan Mi bao rang thang
ré cia 6ng 4y cho mang ra chg ban may
con ga. Nguoi ta trd hai tram rudi mot
con, nuodi rong ra bon thang trsi. Ma nao
chung n6 c6 chiu an com roi nha minh?
Phai cho an d6 an héa hoc va cho an suot
ngay dém. Lai con phai mua rau xa lach
cho chung dn nita co. Thai thoi, cd ta vé
ta tam ao ta la hon ca.



22 | Wtz

— Da. Mua nay ma tadm ao thi mat
hon tam giéng.

— Cadi chi nay niia. “Ta vé ta tam ao
ta” 12 noi vi von ra thé. Y ndi ring tha 1a
minh ct nuodi ga ta, mién la thu ga dé sai
ap gioi.

— Da, lya may con ga hoa mo chéan
thap.

— Roi cti cho dn day du 1a nd phai dé
sai. Dang nay c6 nudi ga My mdéi chiu
bo tién mua thic dn cho né, con nudi ga
ta thi ci bd mac cho no6 buoci x6i, ki€ém
dugc thic gi dn thuc ndy, khong kiém
dugc thi thoi. Nuoi kiéu cau Troi nhu
vay thi bdo no 14y stic dau ma n6 dé? Dé
thudng an cat dn dat ma dé tring dugc
phdng?

— Da, ngay tdi cdi tring thi tring ga
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minh cling ngon hon.

— Con phai néi. N6 viia thom lai viia
béo. Tring ga My nd nhat, loang loang
lam sao ay.

Di Tam xoa tay:

— Da ba ndi vay ché chau ciing dau
c6 dua tién d€ mua ndi tring ga My? Nghe
may ba ban hang ndi vay thi chdu ciing
biét vay. May ba dé ché du dieu. Busi My
thi ché chua ché hdng. Chanh MJ thi ché
lat.

~ U, tai phong thd ctia ni6c ho nhu
vay. Trai gi cling to, vat gi ciing 16n,
nhung ma bé. Tai xu ctia ho lanh.

— Ngudi ctia nudc ho ciing vay. To
16n s6 sé nhung ma bd hon ngudi minh.

Ba Dtic Lgi cudi tit mat:
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— A, cai do thi to6i khong biét chic.
Toi thay ho khuén vac hung huc.

— Tai ho an uodng cad ngay. Udng gi
ma c’ toan coca véi bia. Minh ma dugc
dn udng nhu vay thi minh cling to 1én
manh khoe nhu ho ché dau cé chiu 6m
yéu nho con.

- Co le.

Cau chuyén tat nghén sau dé. Di
Tam cui xudng gai chan con ba biic Lgi
thi budc lai van mot cai nat den dat noi
mat tuong. Thuy khong biét cai nut dé
c6 lién lac gi v6i cin phong. Chéng 1é
bat den vao gilia ban ngay. Ciing khong
co tiéng kéu leng keng d€ biét rang do la
mot cai chudng. N6 dua mat lang 1é nhin
xung quanh. Khong cé gi xay ra & gan
day hét. Chgt né luu y dén t6 bao dat
trén mdt ban cd bay chap chon theo mot
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nhip déu didn. N6 ngudc mat 1én thi thay
ba cai canh quat trang that dai dang ém
ém chay vu vu trén tran.

Tiéng ba buc Lgi:

- Lam ngudi nudi ga ma bi sat
nghiép. Nguyén do chi vi cdi ching toi
ctia chung nd. Néu bao ddm chiia dugc
cho khdi toi thi chang con nghé gi mau
giau bang nghé nudi ga. Von mdt 16i nam
161 muoi co ddy. Chi s¢ mot con mang
ao toi la vao la ngay hom sau ca chuong
ding ct ra hét. Tha ho ma ia ctt co roi
nam nga quay lo.

— Con cdi nan nudi ga thap den dién
cho am. Biia trudc bao c6 ding & dau
miét Chg Lén c6 6ng nao dé nudi mot
tang l4u t6i ba ngan con ga. Dém thap
dién cho ga am réi dién cham day chay
nha, chay thiéu hét ba ngan con ga.
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— Vi chi dila ba tram ngan dong. Cha
bao nhiéu. L6 dam ba triéu cé an thua
chi.

— Da dé la ngudi ta giau. Nhu bon
chau, 16 mot tram ngan dong da thay xot
con mat.

Cau chuyén ci thé kéo dai, bat tu
chuyén chg bua chuyén qua muc nuéi ga
MY. hai ngudi dan ba ngoi an toan trong
hai chiéc ghé, — ba Dtic Lgi trong mot
chiéc xa 16ng map lun con Di Tam trong
mot chiéc ghé nho hon, gay hon nhung
cling c6 boc ni, — tha ho 14i cho cau
chuyén muén di t6i dau thi téi. Chi cé
riéng Thuay thay bo vo lac 16ng bsi khong
con ai dé y dén sy hién dién ctia né niia,
bdi n6 khong con la dau dé dé ba bric
Lgi 16i ra hach sach, dé Di Tam bao chiia
thd than. U, thi quén né di cing phéi boi
vi né khong con biét gi nhiéu vé viéc chg
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bta mua ban, hoan toan mu tit vé viéc
nuoi ga My, nhung khong 1€ ho lai c6 thé
quén rang no cling can ngoéi nhu mot
ngudi khac. Tu khi budc chan vao day
n6 da chi dung nhu moét thi sinh, nhu
mot con bo diing dé ngudi ta xem sling
xem xody. Khong ai bdo n6 ngoi xudng
mot cai ghé nao do, ghé gb ciing dugc.
Gia ¢6 ai cho phép thi né rat cam on dé
dugc ngoi ngay dudi gach. Doi chan no
moi nht va dudng nhu ching dang run
run. Boi dé thudng da hon mot gio rudi
ding rdi. Ngudi thi sinh chi diing nhiéu
nhét la mudi lam phuat. Con bo dung lau
hon. Nhung n6 c¢6 t6i bon chan.
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2

— Thui oi ! Thui oi ! Chay lén lay cai
jupon cho tao. Mau 1én. Tré gid tao roi.

Tiéng ctia Bich Liéu oang oang &
trong phong tam. Thay vuia da viia chay
1én ldu md ta do cua Bich Liéu. Bao
nhiéu la quan 4o dt mau dua kiéu treo
day trén nhting chiéc mac cing dt mau.
Biét chon cdi nao? Chay xudng hdi thi lai
bi la la “tré gio roi”. Cing khong cé da
thi gio d€ ludng lu niia.

Thay vé ldy mot cai vay xoe mau
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xanh 14 cay ro6i ba chian bon cing chay
xuong thang lau. G6 ctia phong tam. Ctia
phong tam hé, mot canh tay tho ra. Tiép
theo la mot tiéng tru tréo:

— Troi oi! Sao ma may ngu vay? Cai
nay la jupon ha? Day bao lau ma c6 ti xiu
may cing khong nhd. Jupon la cdi vay
ngan d6. Chd mang cai nay xuéng dé té
ba T6 may day a?

Thuy lai lat dat chay lén lau. Lai mo
ta do. Phai chon mot cai vay ngan hon.
Chic 1a day. Lai ba chan bdn cang chay
xuong lau. Lai go ctia phong tam. Va lai
co tiéng tru tréo:

— Ai bao may cdi nay la jupon?
— Chi ndi cai vay ngan.

— N6 la mini-jupe chu ai bdo may la
jupon? Cai jupon thi phai bang hang ren
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cht jupon gi lai bang Tussor?
— Sao chi khong noéi r6 cho em?

— May con lam thay cung thay kién
niia ha? H6i con ndc nod kia? May mudn
lam thay tao ha? May cé chay ngay lén
14y cho tao khong? Tré gic di hoc ctia tao
r0i.

Thay khong dam néi lai, lat dat chay
1én lau 14n nita. Chan méi va hoi thd hon
hén. Suyt nga vi voi qua nd phai leo hai
bac thang mot. Nhung vua 1én hét cau
thang thi Bich Hué¢ chan né:

— May chay di dau dé?

— Em lén 14y cai jupon cho chi Bich
Liéu.

— Khoan da. Bo xuong gam giudng
tim cdi tdy cho tao.
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— Chi Bich Liéu dgi em & phong tam.

— Mdc chi. May phai tim cdi tiy cho
tao da.

- D€ em dem cai jupon cho chi ay
trudc roi em 1én tim.

— May sg chi 4y con may coi thudng
tao phai khong? May tudng rang tao
khong ddm danh may phai khong? Tao...

Co¢ tiéng tru tréo & dudi nha:

— Thui oi! Sao lau di vay? May chét
dui & dau roi?

— Chi Hué bat em phai tim cai tay
cho chi da.

— Hué oi! May dé€ n6 mang cai jupon
xuong cho tao da. Tao di hoc, tré roi.

Hué sg chi nén phdi nhudng 16i cho
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Thuay di. Nhung bung con am tic nén khi
Thay budc qua mdt nd, nd thui mot qua
vao lung con bé. Thay khong dam ndi,
cling khong dam quay lai, chi 1am ldi viia
di viia chay vé phia ta do.

Giai quyét yén vu jupon, dén vu mo
tim cai tay. Giuong ngti dong theo kiéu
md&i chan lun tit khién Thay phai nép
minh bo sat dat. Mang nhén quan vao
dau vao mat, to nhén bi bt dit phai ra
tiéng ren ret. Bui dong tling 16p day dudi
d6. Hang ta do vat 14dm cdm nam ngdn
ngang. Bat dau la nhiing manh gidy do
ngon chdi ludi biéng lua téng vao cho
mat dau tich. Tiép dén lan nhiing giay,
dép, guoc. Co ba dong bac chi Ngo dinh
Diém. Mét cai 4o len d6 da do6i sang mau
gach vi c6 qua nhiéu bui bam. Chac day
té da bi mot tran don vi bi d6 riét la ao
phoi ngoai day chiéu quén dem vao nén
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bi ké trdm no6 lay. Hodc tién hon hét 1a
d6 ngay cho day t& 14y trom. Than phan
day t& sinh ra la phai chiu oan nhu vay.
Cai khong lai, cai khong dugc, cai thi bi
mang tiéng la hon. Co cti ta d€ phang
vao lung, cé ban tay xoé dé tat vao mat.
Hai ba cuon sach gbi dau lén nhau & phia
dau giudng. Vo hat dua, — tii ngay Tét
ndm ngodi? nam kia? — gidy bong goi
keo, gdi dau phong nam vuon vai. Ding
la bé trdi cia mot su hao nhoang gia
doi. Nhin bé ngoai thi cdi giudng that
sang trong. G6 danh vernis trang. Ném
mousse day. Khan trdi giudng mau hoa
sdc s6. Nhung dudi gam giudng la cd mot
O rac. Mot con chudt cai bao dan cé thé
mugn noi dé lam t6 dé€ dé. Va néu can,
noé cé thé t6 chiic luén mdt nha hd sinh
cho tat cd chudt cai vung lan cén. Béo
dam sé khong c6 ngon choi nao quay
rdy, con mat nao rinh mo.
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Tim cdi tay cho Bich Hué xong, dén
lo hau biia an sdng cho “hai chi”. An séng
gl ma bay bién hon ngudi ta dan bia co.
Banh mi ddt trong gid. Lo mut. Lon bo.
Hop pho-mat. Thiu dudng. Binh ca phé.
Lon stia. Nhung Bich Liéu thich an phdo
con Bich Hué thi chudéng bun bo. Thuay
va chi bép phai chia nhau mang ga-mén
xudng chg mua vé hai thi cho hai c6. Lai
con bi ché ong ché eo.

— Sao khong lay thém hanh ct?
— Em c6 hoi ma 8ng khong dua. Ong
ndi hanh mac.

— Hanh c6 dat thi mot bat phd méi
1én gia t6i bay chuc. Néu moi thi déu ré
thi chi ndam dong mot bat. Lai ciing cha
co tuong 6t.
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— Biia trudc chi noéi tuong 6t do lam,
ai cling tho muodng tho diia vao ma muc
ma xody. Lai bay cd ngay gitia ban, rudi
bau bui bam.

- U, 1a tao noéi vy ché tao cé bdo
may dung lay tuong 6t dau?

— Thoi, btia sau em nhd lay.

— Nhé lay thém chanh. Miéng chanh
nho qua vdn khong du chua.

Thay nghi t6i vé mat cta 6ng ban
phd. Moi lan hoéi thém ti 6t, nhac bo theo
miéng chanh thi 6ng xiu mat lai, quac
mat 1én. Cai seo trén ma nhu kéo chang
ra cho dai thém va cdi ham cting thém
vuong. Giong Ong oang oang:

— Céigi ciing thém. Cadi gi cing thém.
Xuéng chg ma thém. Mén gi cling dat
thanh vang ma moén gi ciing biéu thém.
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Tam dong mot trdi chanh. Hai dong mot
trai 6t. Khong mua thi thoéi, dung téi
tiém tao ntia.

Mu vg phu hoa thém:

— Pem trd lai tién cho né. Bia sau
khong c6 ban cho né niia.

Cai nguyt ctia mu kéo ntia vong tron.

— Lay chi miéng thit bo bay nhay dai
nhu thé nay?

Bich Liéu nhai nhach nhdch r6i nha

ra ban.

— May khong biét thé nao 1a thit bo
mém, thé nao la thit bo dai hay sao?

— Da biét ché. Nhung lao phd lao
lam lia lia khong hé tay, lao tu y gap thit
ché lao dau c6 cho minh chon lya?
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— Nhung may thdy lao gap thit bo
bang nhang thi may phai bao lao ngay.

— Chi tudng dé. Hé noi lo mo, 1do nat
lién. Lao ném tra ga-mén lai. Em bi lao
ném ga-mén mot lan roi. Phai chay di
kiém nudc ria cho sach cat sach dat.

— Thi téi hiéu khac ma mua. Khéi
hiéu & duéi dudong Nguyén Hoang.

— May hiéu kia chi ché khong ngon.

Bich Hué thi it hach xach ché bai
hon. Chi vi bat bun bo do chi bép mua.
Khong dé ma an hiép chi. Ngudi lam bay
gio khé tim, hé néi dong mot chat la ho
xin thoi lién. Nhiéu luc khong can noi
xin thoéi, cht nha da lo s6t vo. Cu viéc bd
com, kéu ganh tring vit 10n lai an nam
cai roi lang ling ngo6i xép quin 4o vao
va-li la cht nha da 1at dat nan ni. i lam
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cho vo My luong cao hon, cao gap doi,
lai dé an b6t an xén. Néu lam cho My
hay Dai Han thi con suéng hon. Lam
c6 gio gidc va tha ho dugc bong 16c. Lai
con dugc dn cap nia. Tyi linh My n6 hay
udng rugu say sua, vé téi nhalabo lan ra
ngu. Do la do, 10 cents, 5 cents, bac Viét
Nam... r6t vung vai, cu viéc lugm. Ngu
day mo tui thay mat, nhung bi€t mat &
dau? Co thé 1a con sén ban bar n6 mdc
tui. Co thé la thang lai xe Lam no thay
say ngt nguéng n6 mdc tui. An cip xa
phong gidt. An cdp ly tach. An cip lon
coca. Chi nao & boi cho My ciing c6 tién
sam dong ho deo tay va deo vang day co
tay. Nhiing chi nao chua tim dugc cho
lam noi nha My thi phai hach xach chu
nha ngudi Viét. Hé dong ndi nang la cu
kéu nhtic dau vao giudng nam.

Mot hom chi bép bao Thuy:
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— Mi dting s¢ hai con né. Hé hién
lanh la n6 an hiép.

— Nhung em khong quen di. Hoi
xua ma em dan: Phai dn & tu t€ véi moi
nguoi.

— Phai tly ngu6i ma an & tu té. Véi
hai con qui cdi né ma mi tu t€ thi tui né
hép hon mi.

— M4d em ndi: Minh nén ti t€ ca véi
nhiing nguoi dii, nhiing ngudi muon hai
minh. Ho sé héi han, ho sé stia d6i tinh
lai.

— Con lau.

— Ma em néi: Minh phai ldy an tra
oan thi cai oan mdéi tiéu diét dugc. Ché
lay odn ma tra odn thi cdi odn ct chong
chat.
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— Nghia 14 sao, tao khong hiéu.

— Nghia 1a néu nguoi ta & xau véi
minh ma minh & xau lai thi su thu hiém
cd tang 1én hoai. Dang nay ho & xau véi
minh ma minh van c & tot thi ho sé
khong con x4u nta.

— C6 thiét khong?

— Thiét ché. Dang khi khong, ngudsi
ta chui chi. Néu chi chui lai thi hai bén
danh 1on. Néu chi bo qua khong théem
chap thi lam sao sanh thu?

— Thoi mi ¢t gidi ma td t€ véi hai
con khi né. P4 chi ma hon nhu giu, & do
nhu heo, hoc d6t nhu bo.

Thuy khong thé khong bat cuoi.
Theo 16i 1é ctia chi bép thi mdi nguoi la
ca mot s6 thu. Cé du khi, gau, heo, bo.
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Ma Bich Liéu hoc dot that. Mudi
bon tudi r6i ma con hoc & 16p Dé That.
Thi hong vao Dé That trudng cong, co a
phai hoc mot nam & 16p Tiép lién. Sau
dé thi lai vao B¢ That trudng cong, co
a lai bi hong ntta. BDanh phai cho hoc &
trudng tu va boi hoc viia dot viia ludi nén
chuyén mon doi s6. Cudi nam khong lén
16p néi. Diém trung binh 06 trén 20 nén
nha trudng bat hoc lai mdt nam. Nhung
vi tht hang thang van cu let det 6 hang
40, 45 trong s6 67 hoc sinh.

Bich Hué la em, hoc ciing ching ra
chi. Mudi hai tudi, 16p Nhi. Chuyén mén
cam deén do. Ba Duc Lgi phdi siéng nang
di thdm ba Hiéu trudng va co6 gido 16p
Nhi va siéng nang mang qua cap biéu ho,
néu khong thi Bich Hué da bi dudi lau
roi. That dau khé cho nhiing ba me. Tét
Trung Thu phai biéu ba Hi¢u truéng mot
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can banh nudéng, cho cd gido mdt can
banh déo. Ngay Tét phai biéu ba Hié¢u
trudng mot chai rugu Dubonnet kem
moét banh phdo Tu Chau, con co gido
thi dugc mot hop keo Nhat Ban. Nguoi
me phai ty an ui rang: “Théi, cing con
ré hon di hoc trudng tu. D& phai tra hoc
phi hang thang”

Mobi dau thang ba Diic Lgi khé tam
ngoi trudc hai td thong tin ba do hai nha
trudng goi téi. Nhitng con s6 “Khong”
dinh vao nhau thanh chum va rai déu
ddn trudc nhiing dong chi : Viét van,
Sinh ngii, Toan, Ly Héa, Cong dan, Van
vat... hodc Quodc van, Todan, Su ky, Duc
duc... Hoa hodn cling c6 mdt diém tét.
Do 1a 6 muc Tha cong hay Thé duc.

Ba ray con:
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— Chung bay hoc hanh thé nay thi
16n 1én chi c6 nuéce di an xin.

Bich Liéu:

— Me coi, ¢6 khoi nguoi thud bé dau
cd hoc hanh gi, thé ma 16n 1én ho ciing
lam giau bac triéu bac ti.

— Ai dau?
— Bac Ca Té do.

— Noi gi cai thang 4y? N6 ludng gat
ngudi ta chang mau giau? Phai lam an
luong thién thi cdi giau méi qui, méi
bén.

— Thé sao hom trudc me bao lam an
luong thién nhu 6ng Gido Anh thi chi
kho vg khd con? Me bao thoi nay phai
luu manh thi hoa may mdéi an nén lam
ra.
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— Tao bdo bao gio?

— RO rang 1a me ndi chuyén véi ba
Thanh Mai nhu vay.

— Con bé nay néi diéu.
— Chinh miéng me bdo me con choi.

Ba Dtic Loi im lang. Chinh ba c6 ndi
ra di€u ay that va hon niia, chinh ba da
thuc hanh chan ly do6. Mién la co tién,
¢ lgi, con thi dau viéc gi diéu xao dén
may ba cting khong tli. Va ba co thé choéi
dugc v6i ngudi ngoai chu lam sao choi
ndi véi li con ba? Nhiing hanh dong,
nhiing 16i noi cta ba in thanh ddu dam
nét trén tam hon cta 1 con ba, tuy la vo
hinh nhung khong thé nao x6a dugc. Ba
phai quay sang dau diju:

— Hoc hanh thi phéi cham chi siéng
ning, diing dau I6p luoén luén nhu con
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bac Thadm dé€ cho cha me vui long va
hanh dién lay. Ct xem thang Hoa con
bac Tham d6 ma lam guong. Hoc gidi,
ngoan ngoan, 1é€ phép, vé nha lai trong
em, giup bo me.

Bich Liéu:

— Con Hué n6 16n tong ngong thé kia
thi me bdo, con trong nom cdi gi niia?

— L6n bé gilai chdng phai trong nom?

— Nha minh giau cé chu dau phai
nha ngheo nha khé? Luc bé thi con Hué
nd da cé va em, chi Hai.

— La tao ndi vay. Cd bat bé mai.

— Nhung con muon hoc ma c6 gido
cé day dau? — 16i Bich Hué. Co cu sai

mot dda 1én chép bai trén bang cho hoc
trd chép theo rdi c6 bo 16p sang ru co
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gido 16p bén canh xuo6ng nha 6ng Cai dn
cheé hay uong nuéc chanh. Ngay nao ciing
bd di ba, bén lan nhu vay. Néu khong di
an che thi hai, ba c6 dung néi chuyén 6
ngoai hién. C4 khi c6 chi sai mot dua
diing git trat ty, bién phat nhiing dua
nao ndi chuyén. Tha ho ngoi choi, mudn
doc truyén Coplan diép vién vo dich hay
truyén c§ tich cong chia An Do, hay 14y
gidy ra vé hinh dau chudng, tuy y.

— Sao chung may khong xudng thua
ong Hi¢u trudng?

— Cho c6 gido thu ay a2 Va lai tui né
noi co gido la bo cua dng Hiéu trudng?

— Chung may bia dit.
Bich Liéu cudp 16i:

— Thét vdy me a. O Trung hoc cé co
gido moi nién khoa chin thang ma tong
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cong c6 di day dau dugc co6 ba thang.

— Thoi, ching may néi ldo d€ chay
toi. Tao bdo trudc cho, thang sau ma
khong diing troi 1én vai bac thi tao bat
nhin doi.

- O-ke.

~ O-keé Salem.

Chgt Bich Liéu huo tay nhu viia nhé
ra:

— Nhung me phai may cho con mét
cai 4o ki€u c6 ding.

— Nha con lam 4o, mac dau da hét?
— Nhung toan kiéu ca.

— Vai thang da may, méi may cach
day khong hon mot thang sao da goi la
ca?



INhGnhlionegphiculbatl| L)
— Nhung kiéu nay méi & Sai Gon ra.
May dta ban “gd” déu mdc hét.
— Cai ki€éu nhu thé nao?
— So-mi gai ¢ va co dung ba phan.

— A, cdi c6 4o diing 4y ha? Tuédng gi.
Kiéu co gi cai thi 4y? C6 40 nha qué 6ng
ba minh van mdc ngay xua. Ngay xua ao
cut vat ho, ao dau cho linh 1é déu may c6
nhu vay.

— Cai nay la kiéu bén My dé me, —
Bich Hué néi.

— Chac My no sang déay vao Tang c6
vién ctia minh réi bat chude kiéu c¢o 4o
cta 6ng ba minh.

Bich Liéu tré moi:

— Stic may ma bat chudc?
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— Tao thdy mdy cai 40 dam xo0é van
dep hon ca. Trong né phong thé nhét.

~ Ui dao, me lac hau thdy mo. Ao
dam xoe chi d€ danh cho may mu dam
gia. Ba Kennedy con mac mini-jupe.

— Ké ba 4y chu. Viéc gi phai theo
nguoi ta?

— Nhung ngudi ta la dan sang thi
minh phai bat chudc theo.

— Bat chudc hoc gidi chi bat chuéc
chi céi thi an mac?

- An mic sang n6 1am ting gid tri
con nguoi.

— Chung may nho nghi chi dén

chuyén ay? Dén 16n hay hay. Bay gio chi
biét lo hoc.
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— Me ct ndi lo hoc, lo hoc hoai. Y
nhu cai dia hat cq.

— A, con nay an ndi hon thé ha? Me
may ma may noi nhu noéi véi day té ha?

Bich Hué voi can thiép:

— Thoi thoi, me dling gian. Me may
cho hai dtia mdi dia mot cai ao c6 dung
di.

— Chung may thay tao hién lanh
ching may lai ct...

— Vang, biét. Con biét me hién lanh
nhat x4, hién lanh ct y nhu 1a But khong
bang.

Bich Hué dua tay ning cam me 1én:
— Nao, But i, But cuigi lén ti nao.

Ba Duc Lgi bat cudi khong giti duogc:
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— Khi! Lam cai tro khi.
Bich Hué vo tay reo:

— A, cudi roi. But cudi roi. Nhé, But
nhé, But may do ¢6 dung cho hai con
nhé?

— May & hiéu nao?

— Hi¢u Minh Chau hay Mang Non?

— Méng Non la trudng mau giao ma?

— C6 mot tiém may mdi ma ciing tén
la Mang Non.

— Biét c6 may do dugc khong?

— Cha! Stc may ma ddm ché ngudi
ta? Nguoi ta § Xa-goong mdi ra, ma tiém
may c¢6 may lanh, khach vo6 ra chen chéan

khong lot.

— Marie-Sén ch ai vao do ma nhiéu?
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— Thoi, chdng ndi v6i me ntia, ndi
v6i me tic khong chiu dugc. Ba bac si
Thanh cting may & d6. Ba luat su Phung
cling may & d6. Thé ma me dam ché.

— Tao dau c6 ché? Thé sao khong téi
may cdi tiém Hy 16, Hy lut gi dé?

— Ho6 ly ut chu gi lai Hy 16 Hy lut.

~ U, tao nghe cdi gi c6 Lo lat Hy hut
gi do. Thoi thi tily chung may, mudn may
& d4u thi may. Cho moi dia mot do.

— Hang gi?
— Tétron hay Dacron cling dugc.

— Tétron qué lam, khong thém. Do
ba tram mot thudc, mac né nhuc con
nguoi.

— Chu may muon Ihu gi?
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— Polyester.

— Bao nhiéu mot thudéc?
— Nghin bay.

— Lam thé?

— Nghin bady ma me da la. Con Xoa
may toan hang Perlana dén hon hai ng-
hin moét thudec.

— Chi lam thé? Chung may con 16n,
mac d¢ dam thang, bé phi di.

—Ai cha thé? Chang 1é ct phai bé mai
dé mac cho rach cai 4o0?
Ba Diic Lgi phi cudi:

— Ai bat ching may nhu vay dau?
Nhung thoi dugc, may hang gi cling
dugc. Ma phai nhé hoc cho gidi nghe
khong? Thang sau ma khong 1én n6i mot
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bac thi tao cho mac gié rach.
— Hoan ho.

— Hoan hé. Me cti yén chilén. Thang
sau thé nao con ciing leo 1én mot bac.
Con Ngoc Tuy n6 viia bi xe Dai Han tung
G cau Ha ra. Chan n6 bi bo bot, ndm &
dudng dudng dong Ut. Ndm nha thuong
it nhat cling thang rudi. Bdo dam la con
leo 1én dugc mot bac roi do.
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hiy ghé ngdi trén mdt canh
thap r6i budn ba nhin lén troi
cao.

Budi chiéu roi chdm cham trén khu-
On san vang. Cay tring ca diing yén lang,
om ap nhiing khoéi bong toi gitia chom
1a. Bay doi bay sot soat tim trai triing ca
chin.

Hom qua may ngudi ban cua Bich
Liéu t6i choi da thugng 1én ciy va lam
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gay mot canh ngang khién ca bon ru 1én
tudng tat ca déu té gay gio. Ban dau la
Hédng diing dudi dat nhén got voi mot
canh la la thap hon hét. Trinh chay tim
mot cdi ghé roi leo diing lén. Hanh leo
1én bo thanh. Lang tréo 1én ding han &
mot canh thap. Khoa thay canh khong
gay, lién thugng 1én mot canh cao hon.
Phong khong chiu thua, leo 1én mét canh
khac. Bach bat chudc. Va cuoi cung bay
nguoi suc sao trén cay. Chi c6 Lao nhay
day bi té treo chan va Quy mdc quan
Jeans qua chat la chiu ding dudi dat gic
tay xin trai.

Tiéng cua ho vang lén, vui vé:
— Kia, hai cho tao trai kia.
— Coi! Coi! Coi chting gay nhanh dé.

— Canh triing ca don lam tui bay oi!
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— Tui minh y nhu do chét déi phai
khong bay? Chac mdy nguoi di qua
dudng rta minh la do chét doi.

- Ay! Coi chiing bui n6 lot vo mat
tao. Troi ¢i! Bui oi 1a bui. Bich Liéu, sao
cay cta may lam bui thé nay?

— Tai xe n6 tung bui ngoai dudng vo,
may khong thay sao con hoi n6? Hai cai
trai chin dé kia. Kia, & gan ctui chd may
doé. Cui cho tay trai do... Troi oi, con nay
can thi ma. Vdy ma dam deo Honda tao.
Thoi, tu biét may nghe? Lan sau c6 cho
tién tao cling khong ddm ngdi sau lung
may. L& may hun cdi G.M.C. thi tao ciing
phai di theo may t6i hiéu so-mi go.

— Con nay ham qud. Hai dau an do.
U4, trdi xanh lé nhu vay ma may hai chi?

— Coi chting d6, miy ba noi oi! Nghe
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don tring ca dn dau da day do, nghe
khong? C6 an choi thi an it it vay, kéo
ling da day thi biét dudng mo6 ma vaz?

— Pem ra tiém Sinh An, thué 6ng gia
va €p.

- Pém qua thang Bédo em tao chd
tao trén Yamaha. Ngay gitia dudng Doc
Lap, bi dinh dam lang banh. Tui bay biét
khong, dat mdt cai xe xep nhu thé di tim
tiém va, thé ma dat t6i bay con duong,
qua Tran quy Cap, lén dudng Hai Chua,
xuong Yersin queo Lé Thanh Ton, quat
Huynh thuc Khang, ré sang Mac dinh
Chi, Au Co... Gin t6i nha méi gip dugc
mot hiéu nhan va.

— Bao nhiéu mot 16 va?

— Bay muoi dong.
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— Troi oi! Miac di. Tao va cod bon
chuc.

Ud, minh nhé chi nhiing chuyén
vin vo. O dau dau, ching in nhép gi t6i
minh. May chi d6 giau sang con minh
dang mang than phan c6i cat ngheéo hén.
May chi cudi dua vui vé hon nhién, dung
l1a nhiing ngudi khong c6 di€u chi phai
lo nghi. Choi dia mdt lat roi ai vé nha
ndy, ai cing cd me sin soc, c6 cha nudng
chiéu, c6 ngudi lam phuc dich, c¢6 anh
chi d€ néi chuyén, c6 em dé choi dua. Co
cai ban riéng dé ngoi viét ngoi hoc, cd
cai giuong riéng d€ nam nghi lung, tham
chi con ¢6 ca phong riéng dé khoa ctia lai
mot minh, tu do trong dé. Minh xa cach
vGi ho biét bao nhiéu, thé ma minh, maéi
day thoi, minh cling c6 cha me, anh chi
em nhu ho. Minh ciing cé mdt ngoi nha,
mot khu vudn rong trong day nhiing cay
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xo0ai cay cau. Minh cé nhiéu con ga con
vit trong chuong, cé con ché Vang dém
dém cét 1én tiéng sta 6ng 6ng. Minh c6
nhiéu lia nhiéu bap, nhiéu ddu xanh dau
phdng trong vua, nhiéu dudng cat trong
nhiing cadi mudng dat dai & chai hién.
Minh cé... Minh ¢é...

Vathéla tam hon ctia Thay lang dang
di tr§ vé nhiing ky niém “Ngay Xua”

bung nhu 16i Di Tam, gia dinh cta
Thuy la mét gia dinh giau & Xuan Phudc.
Ba Thuy vla lam y td viia cai quan mot
dinh co cé nhiéu rudng trong laa, nhiéu
dat thé trong bap, trong mia, trong dau.
Thay c6 mot anh trai hoc hon Thuy hai
16p. Tén anh la Tudn. Thiang em ké cua
Thay 1a thang Tyu. N6 trang mim mim
nhu mot con bup-bé. Em bé ut méi 1én
tam thang. Ca nha goi dlia nd la “con ché
con”. Khong c6 ngudi cha nao thuong
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con bang ba Thuy. Khong c6 ngudi me
nao diu dang nhu ma Thuy. Thuy séng
ém dém trong cdi gia dinh nhd ngot ngao
dé thi chgt tai hoa xdy dén.

Budi sang d6 Thay di hoc nhu thuong
1é. Trudng & gan Quan, cdch xa nha ba
cay s6. Dén chin gid nghe sing no 1é
té. Roi sung n6 hang loat. Thay gido ra
1énh cho hoc sinh nam dai xu6ng san xi
mang. Sung n6 di doi. Pu céc thu tiéng
siung trong d6. Con Tuy Nga ndm bén
canh Thuy ri ram noi:

— Co tiéng dai bac 6 Quan yém trg
ban ra.

Giong con Cidm Hong dit quang vi
so hai:

— Chac hai bén dung do

Con Nguyét:
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— O phia nao vay bay?
Con Huyén:

— Tao nghe phia Go Chai.
Con Thanh Van:

— GO Chai dau phia d6? Chac man
bong Dai.

Con Xuyén nam rén ri:

— Chac tring nha cua tao qua bay oi!
M4 tao mdi sinh hoi hom. Lam sao ba
chay xuéng ham ndi. Chac ma tao chét
qua bay oi!

Tiéng no khoc thut thit lam nhiéu
dta chay nudc mat. Con Ngoc Hoa gan
li nhat 16p, d6 no:

— Dau phai phia dé la Pong Dai ma
may khoc?
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Thuy muén do con Xuyén ma khong
biét nén nodi sao. N6 chi tho tay ra cam
ban tay con Xuyén. Ban tay u6t nhep.
bung la con Xuyén da dung ban tay dé
dé lau nuéc mat.

Lat sau c6 tiéng tau bay quang. Tiéng
bom do¢i lam déat rung chuyén & duéi
bung, duédi nguc moi dtia. Vach truong
nhu ciing rung rinh theo.

Con Diéu Hanh nam tung niém ri
ram:

— Nam mo6 cttu kho ctiu nan Quan
thé Am Bo tat. Nam md ctu khd ctu
nan... Lay Phat phtt ho cho ba ma con,
cho em con, cho ba noi con, cho c6 Nam
con...

Nghe con Diéu Hanh tung niém, con
Xi chot nhé ra ciing lam nham:
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- Lay Dtic Me hang ctdu giap... Lay
Duc Me...

Khi bét tiéng nd, ca 16p ngoi day,
phui quan do ngoi hoc lai nhung tam tri
dta nao cting hoang mang lo lang. Cu
hay nhin ra ctia s6 ctia 16n.

Mudi mot gid, co nhiéu ti€ng dong
bao vang lén 6n ao trén con dudng lang
chay truéc médt trudng. Tin tdc luan luu
til miéng ngudi nay sang ngudi khac.

— Cd xdm Dong Tranh thiéu rui hét.

— Bom tha nat chg Phudc Hué roi.
Chét nhiéu lam. Trau bo nam ngén
ngang ngoai dudng.

— X6m 6ng Tung tan nat hét.

Tim Thay dap thinh thich. “Ong
Tung” 1a tén ngudi ta dung dé€ goi Ba no.
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“Xom ong Tung tan nat hét”. Ba nd chét
ro6i. Ma chét. N6 suyt khoc lén thanh
tiéng nhung git lai dugc.

Tay chan run lay bay, Thuy lén ban
thay xin thay cho vé sém.

— Con noi sao? Nha con § Dong Tra-
nh ha? Con nghe ai noi?

— Da & ngoai dudng ngudi ta noi.
— Ho néi thé nao?
Nhiéu dita nhao nhao 1én:

— Da, ho néi x6m “trd” tan hoang
hét.

— Da chg Phuéc Hué bi thiéu rui. Da,
chét nhiéu lam.

Thay dong y cho Thuy vé. Va khi né

om cdp sach di vugt qua san trudng, 6ng
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nhin theo cdi dang nhé nhan cta né ma
bui ngui.

Thay buéc nhiing buéc voi va. Con
dudng hom nay nhu kéo dai thém ra
hodc budc chan cta né bi rat ngan lai
khién cho ciay Thi dau bé muong thay
dé ma di hoai khong vugt khédi. N6 danh
chay lup xup.

Nhiéu ngudi di ngugc chiéu. Co
nguoi gong ganh nodi niéu chédn chiéu,
cd ngudi cong em, cd ngudi lua bo. Tim
no6 dap thinh thinh. Mét qua. N6 vap vao
nhiing mo dat trén dudng, suyt nga may
lan.

“Con lay Troi lay Phat cho gia dinh
con tai qua nan khoi. Con lay Troi lay
Phat. Ma oi!” Nhiing hinh thu bui bo,
ray san ruong mia nhoa dan trudc mat
né. Bo6i mat né da dong day nudc mat.
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SO ngudi chay ngugc chiéu véi no
cang lac cang dong hon. Va cang luc
ho cang héi ha hon. Chgt mdt ngudsi
nam tay né lam no giat minh. Da di voéi
va lam nd suyt cham vao bung ho. N6
ngudc mat nhin 1én: mdt ngusi dan 6ng
mdt rdm nang c6 bo rau dai den.

- May la con Thay con 6ng Tung
phai khong?

— Da phai.

Nguoi doé nhin no, im lang.

— Sao vav ong?

~ O... Bamay... O...

Ongldo 16 vé lung ting. Nhiéu ngudi
cung di moét chiéu v6i 6ng cung diing lai.
Cu trong vé mat cua ho nhin né, Thuy da
doédn dugc c6 tai hoa gi da dén cho né.
N6 oa lén khdc.
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C6 tiéng mot ngudi ndi:

— Téi nghiép! Bom rét trung ngay
ham. Cai nha bi dot chay tiéu tung.

Mot tiéng khac:

— C6 thoat dugc ngudi nao khong?

— Sap ham chét rui hét.

— C6 dem xac 1én dugc khong?

— Hoi hai bén ngé6t ban, dan vé cé
mo xudéng dé don gac, nhung ban rét trg
lai thanh ra ho con bo do.

Thay khoc hu hu thanh tiéng, hai tay
om lay mdt. Ban tay ngudi dan ong rau
den vo lén dau né:

— Thoi, con chay vé nha... tham coi
thu.
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Tiéng “Da” ctia né nghen ngao trong
c6 hong va chan n6 khong con du stic dé
chay ntta. Nhiing ngudi chay nan lai tiép
tuc di. Ho cam thdy b6t kho khi c6 mot
dtia nho ganh chiu mot minh nhiing tai
hoa chong chat nhu vay. “Ma oi! Em oi!”
Nudéc mat n6 chay ran rya nhu suéi. Em
con dau niia dé€ muing khi thay “chi Chi”
di hoc vé. Em khong con 1dm ddm chay
ra bat “chi Chi dua cai cap cho em 6m”.
Em khong con cam tay “chi Chi” ma bi
bd noi rang con ga mai mdi nhay di kiém
6 1am nga cai gi6 binh. Chi chua kip “U”
em da ndi lan sang chuyén khac. Em
n6i anh Chin mdéi chat vd mét budng
chudi méc, ma sai cat dem dua. Dgi ba
ngay chuoi hudm thi dem nau. Ma noi
chi Chi thich an chuéi ndu. Ma oi! Chuoi
con nam trong lu d6 ma sao ma béd con?
Em oi! Ba oi!
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bén cay Da R&i, chgt tling trang
tiéng sing noi 1én, doi vao khu rting xa
nghe lao rao nhu tiéng phdo ngay Tét.
Thay ding diing lai nghe ngéng. Mot
trang tiéng ntia lai ti€p theo roi sau do
nd lién mién.

Nhiing dang ngudi gong ganh hoi ha
chay bang ngang qua canh dong trong
triudc mdt. Nhiing con bo hot hoang vi
tiéng nd, chay quang quang lam ngudi
chan linh quinh chay theo. Nhiéu dtia bé
ngang tuoi, Thuy hay nhé hon gui nhiing
caibald nho trén vai, té 1én té xudng gitia
nhting dat mo dat cay, gitia nhiing luéng
cay.

— Mau lén con ai! Sing né téi chin
10i.

— Con di hét ndi me oi.
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— Gang lén con. Me ma con stic, me
gli cho con. Sting n6 hung roi, coi chting
chay khong kip.

O phia tay trdi canh d6ng, chgt nhiéu
nguoi dat chay tan loan. Chac & noi da
da c6 hiém nguy charn mét. Cé6 mdt ba
nhin Thay réi viia chay viia noi:

— Sao con di vé€ phia d6? Danh tum
lum & trén.

— Con nghe ndi b6t roi?

— Ai néi bét? O trén lo ddp cong su.
O dudi nay, linh bén Quén kéo qua.

— Con vé tham nha...

Nguoi dan ba da chay xa khong nghe
cau noi cua Thuy. Mot ngudi dan ba khac
tra 16i thay:

— Ai cho vé ma vé?
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— Sao khong cho?

- Biét dong quin dudi dong bao
tranh xa tran dia. Ngudi ta lo dao ham
ddt sung. Toi nay danh 16n.

Thay dung lai ludng lu. Nhiing nguoi
chay cang dong. Phai lo tranh dudng cho
ho, cho gong ganh, cho bo trau. Nhiing
con cho ciing lup xup chay theo.

Chgt sung n6 hang loat that gan, rao
rao nhu rung dugc 1a trén dau. Nhiéu
tiéng la that thanh:

— Troi oi! Chét roi.
— Chét toi roi. Troi oi! Troi oi!

Thuy luong cudng. Thtia ltc ay, cac
lan séng ngudi chay gidc ké ti€ép kéo
Thay chay lui. Y nhu hon séi nhd. Y nhu
nhanh rong con. Thuy khong biét minh



RNbddbrong ol | 75

di dau, minh nghi gi, minh dinh lam gi.
Hai ban chan nho cu lup xap chay. Mét
thé khong ra hoi. Déila ngusi. Nudc mat
cling thoi khong con stic d€ chay niia. Va
ct thé, nhu mét hon séi nho, nhu mot
nhanh rong con, Thuay troi dat tu xa ve
Quan, tt Quan vé Tinh, tréi dat cho téi
thanh pho xa la nay.

*

Tiéng canh doi rén ret gitia nhiing
canh tring ca. Buoi chiéu xam dam.
Hoém nay ba Dric Lgi cung hai con di xi-
né va sau d6 ho dn nem nuéng My Hanh
chu khong an com nha. Ca gia dinh ban
nhau suét buoi trua vé viéc chon phim.
Bich Liéu thich loai tuong Dot song méi.
Tu6i doi muoi. Bich Hué thich tudng
trinh tham OSS 117.
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— May qué mot cug, - 161 Bich Liéu,
Trinh tham sap dat trudc thi hoi con thu
vi cai khi kho gi ntia? Thé nao gitia luc
“bén minh” lam nan sap chét ciing co
“ngudi anh em” dén ctiu. Thé nao “anh
va chi” cling cudi nhau, thé nao “tui nd”
cling vo tu, cling sat nghiép, cling chét
chang toan thay.

— Ché bo “Tudi doéi muoi” cta chi
ngon lam ha? Thé nao cling mini-jupe
loi dui loi vé, cling bikini 16i bung 1oi
lung. Thé nao ciing cé chang va nang du
duong ngoai bo bién, nuét dudng trudng
trén yén xe Bridgestone, toc bay roi loan
va mi¢ng ha tron vo den ngodm nhu cai
hang céc. Méy thang con trai thi quan
tum toc tém, giay cao got nhu ban nhac
Phi ludt tan, con mdy con nhd thi phai
mang guong den gong to.
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— Thang thay cia may ché ai? Thang
thay ndm ngodi ctia may dd. Bay gio
rudi sang di trong hién truéng ma phai
mang kinh den. Lam nhu thay bdi. Cai
kinh den hang thudng gia cé hai tram
bac ché bao nhiéu. Xai mudi nam dau
c6 hu? Chia d6 dong moi nam chi tén
c6 hai muoi dong bac tién kinh den, moi
thang ton khong t6i hai dong, sang gi cdi
khodn do?

— “B&” cua chi cling vay, chi ndi ai?
Ciling deo kinh den tu thoi.

— Nhung n6 deo kinh gong nhua to,
giong tai tu.

— Tai tt rap xiéc phai khong? Tudng
dau sang lam. Mang kinh deo vo, mat
cang gidng con khi dot hon.

Cuoc lya chon phim bién thanh cudc
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dau khiu. Khong ai chiu thua ai. Ba Dtc
Loi phai can thi¢p:

— Thoi, cai nhau vtia via chd. Hé
cham madt la c6 chuyén cai.

— Tai chi noi xuc pham t6i 6ng thay
gido con.

— Con may dam ndi ngudi ta giong
mat khi.

— Thoi, da bao im.

Hai chi em mim moi nhu doa nhau
rang: néu khong c6 “Ba” diing ra can thi
tao quyét can mdt miéng cho may biét
tay.

— Béay gid tao quyét dinh: di coi tudng
chuéng & Tan Tién.

Bich Liéu xi 1én mot tiéng:
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— D06 tuong chudng! Lac hau nhu
tudng coc nhai. Cho nao cling chudng,
ngay nao cling chudng, con nit ciing
chudng, ngudi 16n ciing chudng, bao chi
gianh nhau doc quyén in truyén chudng.

— Tudng chudng né tham thay lam,
— 16i ba Dtic Lgi. N6 c¢6 nhan c6 nghia,
cd quan su phuy, c6 tam cang ngii dang...

Bich Liéu chéin hoi:

— Ngu dang la ngt lam sao? La nga
rong, ngu lang thang theo kiéu bui doi
phai khong? Ngu dang ngti s, dau dudng
x0 chg...

— Chackhong phai. Ngii cht dau phai
la Ngu. Ngtt dang day la Dang hoang,
Thanh Hién, Tién, Phat ciing tii d6 ma

ra.

Bich Hué lau nhau:
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— Thoi thi tuong chudng ciing dugc.
Co diéu di xem xong thi minh dan com
tiém luon, khong dén com nha.

— An & dau? Phé Tau Bay?

Bich Liéu vtia tac lugi viia nhan vai:

— Chét chét! Sang ngay nao cling dn
pho.

— Hay bun bo, banh béo Hué 6 duéi
Nha giay thép?

Ba Dtic Logi :

— Budi chiéu ho dau co ban. Thoi,

minh ra My Hanh dn nem nuéng mot
biia.

— Ciing dugc. Hoi binh ddn mot chut,
nhung thoi ciing dugc. Dang 1é vao Dan
Thién an bo cau ran hay chdo bao ngu.
Néu me khong bi thua s6 chot hét Muoi
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1dm nghin tuan viia rdi thi nhat dinh con
khong chiu di 4n nem nudng dau.

— Nem nudng an ngon chi. Mui thit
nudng thom lam mé man 16 mai. Hoi
nhd me thém l[am. Mdi lan di ngang hang
nem nudéng, ci muodn ding lai. Ma nha
ngheo...

Bich Liéu “Suyt” lén mot tiéng 16n,
viia dua moét ngdn tay trd 1én miéng ra
dau bao im.

— Me lai ké 1€ chuyén ngheo hoi nho.
ba dan khong dugc ké lai ma ci quén.
L& chi bép chi nghe.

Moi ngudi voi ddo quanh mat xem
cd ai dung thap tho gan do khong. Ba
Dtuc Loi cudi xoa:

- U, me quén. Cd quen miéng ndi
bay hoai.
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Bich Liéu noi to nhu dong kich:

— Con biét roi! Hoi nhé 6ng Ngoai
ba Ngoai cung me, ngay nao cting bat me
an nem nudng cha ram, gio heo ham, ga
duat 16 nén me quen miéng chu gi?

-U

— Hoi d6 6ng Ngoai lam quan to &
ngoai Triéu dinh hd me?

- U.
— Me ¢6 dén nam, bay con hau ba va
hau ha me, hd me?

— Me la cong chua canh vang 14 ngoc
hé me?

- U.

Sau man kich “canh vang 14 ngoc” do,
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Luc budc ra san, ba Duc Loi goi chi bép:

— Bép ai!
- Da.

— Chiéu nay t6i va hai em khong dn
com nha.

- Da.

— Chi ndu com an véi con Thuy.

- Da.

~ An miy mén con du héi trua.

- Da.

— Nhung miéng ca kho d€ danh mai.
- Da.

— Khtc thit con du ciing xao lai dé
danh mai.
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- Da.

— An qua loa rau ludc va dua chua
dé cting dugc. Budi téi ma an chi thit tha
cho né ndng bung kho tiéu.
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gich Liéu hoc vtia dot vira luoi.
Chi c6 cdi miéng an qua vdt 1a
can man, hoat dong khong biét mét tu
sang m& mat dén khuya di ngt. Ct muoi
lam phut ntia gio la chay lai mé tu lanh.
Co bao nhiéu la d6 an d6 uong trong do.
Nho, cam, tdo, bo, phd mat, coca, pepsi...
Nhiing mén dn vdn minh nhap cang tu
ngoai quoc dé nhu chi biét tdim bo cho
xac thit cua Bich Liéu. Chung chiling nhu
khong dinh dang gi dén tri ndo cua Bich
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Liéu hét. Bdi tri nao do den t6i nhu dugc
nudi duéng bang than da.

Mot hom Thay thay Bich Liéu loay
hoay gidi moét bai toan Hinh hoc, miéng
ldm nhdm mai cai dé toan y nhu mot
thay phu thuy doc bai k¢, bai cha. BPudng
phén gidc cua hai goc ké AOB va BOC
hop thanh mot géc vuong. Chiing téd
rang AOB va BOC la hai géc bu nhau.
Bich Liéu vé roi xo0a roi vé lai. Bich Liéu
xoay quyén va du chiéu.

Thuay viia nghe doc dé€ toan viia nhin
vao hinh vé cua Bich Liéu. D¢ la dé toan
thong thudng mal6i gidi né con nhé nhu
in. Nhu né thay trudc mat, thay Tho cam
vién phan vé 1én bang hai dudng phan
gidc OT va OZ. Ly luan r6 rang nhay ra
trudc mat. Goc AOB bang 2 géc BOZ,
gdc BOC bang 2 goc BOT. Roi goc AOC
bang 2BOT + 2BOZ. Thé ma BOT +



88 I Wik

BOZ =90 dé. Vay AOC = 180 do.

Khi thay Tho két luan nhu vay, ca 16p
déu 6 1én sung sudng. Hoc Toan cé cai
thich thu dé. Ngéi mo mam bén ban ma
khong biét mét. Khi tim ra dugc 161 giai
thi vui, khoe trong minh nhu viia dugc
tam mat.

Thay hoc chuong trinh D¢ That
khong hon bay thang nhung nhiing sai
1am ctia Bich Liéu né thay dugc. Bich Liéu
doc Anh vén séu sdo, rdi rac, trat giong.
Ri-din (reading) ma doc la Re-dinh.
DPoc chii nao ciing c6 thém dau Sac that
manh vao thanh ra nghe chii nao ciing
ndng nhoc. Lam bai tp trat nhu dién.
Thuay thap tho ding nhin, thay choé sai
nglia mat mudn chi nhung khong dam,
sd Bich Liéu bi cham tu 4i, trd lai hanh
ha n6. C6 mot hom thdy Bich Liéu lan
16n Past participle ctia To see v6i Present
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cta To seem, no budt miéng noi khong
giti kip:

— Chilam r6i. Chii N ché sao chii M.

Bich Liéu quac mat nhin:

— May noi sao?

— Seen chd sao lai Seem?

— May biét gi ma noi? Xin véi x9,
Xiém v6i Ao gi? May tudng day la chi
Viét sao?

— Khong, em ndi chit Anh dé ché.

— May 6 nha qué chdan bo ma lam gi
biét Anh vin? A, may chay theo xe My
lugm do hop tui né quang va di theo xin
keo r6i hoc 16m phai khong? Chac may

thudc may chit O ké, Nam bd oan, Nam
bo ten...
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— Em hoc dé That.

— D¢ That gi?

— D¢ That Trung hoc.

— Noéi ldo tao vat mo.

— Em néi thiét.

— Noi thiét thi doc thi bai selection
nay di.

Thay cam lay doc khong kho khan.
Bé&i bai do khong phai chi dugc tap doc
r6i ma con dugc hoc thudc long.

Ba Duc Lgi & trén lau via budc
xuong thay Thuay diing lang quang & ban
hoc cta Bich Liéu, lién la 1én:

— DPi xuéng nha sau cho chi bép sai

vat. dung dé chi lam ron ngudi ta. Cai
tay tdy may ba cdi gi cling rg, lam gay dau
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but chi, lam nhau nhe sach vé. May biét
gi malén vé van do? D€ cho cho ngudi ta
hoc.

Thuy lai thai di xuong bép. Bich Liéu
goi ba Duc Lgi:

— Me me...

— Cdi gi con?

— Con Thuy né doc dugc Anh van.
- D06 ndi ldo, tin lam gi?

— N6 doc that ma. N6 doc trudc mat
con.

Ba Dtic Lgi ngang by mat chung
hting. Bich Liéu d4y quyén sach English
for today sang me:

— N6 doc bai nay.
— Doc bay ba choi ché gi.
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— Khong. N6 doc dung giong.
— Chac 1a bat chudc ai do.
— N6 noi nd c6 hoc Dé That.

— Cha tin. Dan nha qué n6i mudi thi
hay cti tin mot.

— R6 rang la con nghe né doc dung.

— Chac la ché ngap phai ruoi. Dan
nha qué cho dau cé di hoc thi ciing la
hoc choi hoc béi vay thoi. Gioi sao dugc?
Thoi con hoc di. Mai mét hach Tan ich,

gang cho hon nguai ta.
— Con hoc dén gay ngudi.

Bich Liéu vtia noi viia co canh tay
lén dua cho me xem. Canh tay no tron.
Chi c6 mau da nau sam va mat da kho.
La that, an toan do b6 ma da khong dugc
sang. Nguoi ta dugc sdn séc nhu vay thi
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trang da dai toc, con ddang nay thi da nam
ma toc ché tu ché nam réi kho quan nhu
rau bap.

— Hom nao moi 6ng Lang lam cho
may cai té.

— Con khong chiu uéng dau. Udng
thudc té giong nhu ba cu gia.

— Sao lai giong ba cu gia? Khoi ngudi
tré dep nhu tién cling uéng thudc té 6ng
Lang.

— Thudc té den nhu cit dé, con chiu
thoi.

— N6 den nhung ma né bé. Chiu kho
udng vao cho da no6 sang nhu da ngudi
ta.

— Nhung con ¢6 dau 6m dau ma me
bat uong thudc?
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— Khong 6m dau nhung ma da toi
lam. Con gai da t6i, khong trong dugc.

— Con chi udng thudc Tay thoi.

— Thudc Tay nong, udng vao nd gay
rac nguoi di.

— Thé Tay dam déu gay hét?

— Tho ngoi cua ho phu hgp véi tang
phu cta ho. Tang cua ho la tang han.

— Con khong uong.
— Khong udng thi chich.
Bich Liéu tru tréo 1én:

— Khong chich dau. Udng con khong
chiu, me lai bat chich. Con s¢ cay kim
lam.

~ U, thi théi. Chdng udng ma ciing
chang chich. Théi, con cd hoc di. Hom
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nao me mua yén ham cho con dn.

Ba Duc Loi au yém nhin con. Co
mon gi thi€u cho né dau? To tién truyén
rang chan gio heo ham mang, b6 chan
am, dan ba dn c6 sita cho con bu, nhu
vay la bé nhat tran doi. Minh cho né én
hang ngay. Tay n6 khen xup xuong dui bo
an bo, ai bénh day muon mau lai stc thi
an xup xuong bo. Minh lién cho dn xap
xuong bo, ma xuong dui bo thu thiét co
ong chan cua ngang 106i r6 doan tuy. Bén
My bén Phép giau nhat cling chi an dén
thit ga ro-ti 1a cung chd khong thé lay
vang lay bach kim dem ro-ti ma én dugc.
O nha, thit ga ro-ti 4n hoai dén ndi chiing
né ndn ni xin diing bat &n nifa. An trdng
miéng khong cam thi tdo, thi nho tuoi.
Chudi ché ndng bung an sinh lai. Sang
udng stia tuoi, trua udng nudc trai cay,
t6i uéng coca. An vay ma da vin khong
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dugc tot. Tham chi nghe ngudi ta don
udéng nudc ca rot thi nudce da trang hong
nhu mau ca rét, thé ma minh cho udng
hoai cling vay. Nghe ngudi ta bay an long
do triing ga v6i mat ong thi da trang nhu
tring ga boc, toc 6ng & nhu mat ong,
nhung dn hoai udéng mai, da téc ching
chiu d6i thay. Con biét tin ai nita? Chang
1€ tin may cdi xe quang cdo ban cao dan
hoan tan dau & goc chg Phudc Hai, dau
& dau duong Nguyén Trai, Dong Nai?
Chang lé tin & m4y t& bdo hang ngay trén
dé thudc nao ciing Thanh thay nao ciing
Than? Va diéu déng gian hon ca 1a trong
khi con minh tdm b6 dudng d6 ma da
kho dudng doé thi trai lai, mot dua nhd
bo vo lac loai, an com thua canh can,
ngu giudng tho van cung 1a con Thuy thi
lai tay chan day ddn, madt trang moi son.
Lam biia ttic qud, Ba Dric Lgi kiém soat
ludn lugng com danh phan cho Thuy.
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Ba bat chi bép s6t b6t cho con Bobby
va con Toto, — hai vi Than gil ctia nay
moi ngay xoi hon mot ky thit. Chi bép
thuong hai Thay danh ltia mdt phan com
cta chi sang thém cho Thuy viia tang
thém lugng rau. Hai vi Than giti cta c6
tén ngoai qudc oai phong kia khong chiu
dn rau nén c6 hom xuong bép thay trong
chén ctia Thiy cé nhiéu chat xanh ma ba
biic Lgi ciing danh chiu khong biét s6t
cho ai. Thoi ké, rau du sao ciing con ré.
Va chang Ié rau nd c6 thé lam cho mat
trang moi son dugc.

Thay xinh dep da la moét diéu dang
ghét, bay gid phat giac ra rang Thay c6
hoc khd, — kha hon Bich Liéu, — thi
Thay cang tré nén dang ghét hon. D¢ 1a
tam ly cta ba Duc Lgi.

Chu Bich Liéu thi chua biét nghi xa
x0i, Bich Liéu chi biét lgi dung ngay, 1gi
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dung tai tran cai da, sai con nho nay lam
bai giai SO hoc va Hinh hoc, sai con nho
nay lam bai tap Ly Hoa, bai tdp Anh vin,
sai con nhoé nay lam bai soan Gidng vdn,
bai luan Viét van. Sai con nho nay hoc
ludn bai hoc thugc long. That 1a tién loi
hét muc. Cd nam dai trén giudng roi bat
con nhd ngdi bén canh doc di doc lai
bai toat yéu Su ky, Dia ly, Van vat, bai
thudc long Anh van, Ly Hoéa. Bich Liéu
viia nghe vtia doc theo. Ct doc di doc
lai ndm lan Ia con nhé da thuéc long roi
trong khi Bich Liéu van con ngap ngong
nhé dau quén dudi, duge dudi mat dau.

— May doc mau qua tao lam sao nhé
kip? D€ rai rai tao doc lai: dgi song & 6¢
dia c6 giéng, co6 cay cha la, c6 giéng, co
cay cha la. Ddi song 6 dai nguyén quanh
ndm rét, quanh nam rét... May biét dai
nguyén c6 gi nhiéu khong? Nhiéu lau
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dai trang 1é. Co gido tao ké rang nhiing
chuyén Cong Chua ngti trong riing, Bach
Tuyét va bay chi Lun déu xay ra 6 nhiing
lau dai nguy nga do.

—DPauphdila dai nguyén? Dai nguyén
la mién chi toan c6 canh dong day cay
réu va ho ao.

- May biét gi? Co gido tao gidng vay
ma.

— Thay em thi gidng vay do. Dai la
réu, nguyén la canh dong.

— Thay may & trudng Trung hoc nha
qué, giang bay. O nha qué dau c6 dugc
doc chuyén Cong chua ngt trong rung,
dau cé dugc coi phim Bach Tuyét va bay
chu Lun?

— Van chuong chii nghia & dau ciing
phai gidng nhu nhau.
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- bau c6 “nhu nhau” ducgc? Co
gido tao do hai chiing chi Ct nhan van
chuong, thay may gioi lam la Ta tai mét.

— Em khong biét thay em do gi.

—D6iv6itui hoc tro nha qué thigiang
sao cling dugc chd dung hong giang bay
v6i hoc tro thanh pho.

Thay tu nhién thay thuong cho
nhiing 6ng thay hoc cia minh. Tai minh
ma ong thay bi mang 1a “thay nha qué
giang bay”. Thuc t€ thi thay minh tan
tam, giang day dung dan, chu dao. Sach
nao giang rang dai nguyén c6 nhiéu lau
dai? Chang 1€ 1én t6i Cl nhan thi dai
nguyén khac v6i dai nguyén & Tu tai?

— May noi sao? Co gido tao day vay
ma may noi sai? Day c6 tao phé binh bai
van: Loi van diu dang uyén chuyén ma
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rat linh dong goi hinh. N6 cho ta mot
cam gidc man mdc u budn bédi chit dung
chinh xdc c6 nhiéu my tu phap.

— Em dau cé ddm noi sai?

— May n6i hé diu dang thi khong linh
dong.

— Em nghi vay.
— Cai gl may ciing ché.

— Em dau c6 dam ché? Tai chi hoi,
bat em noi. Ma hé em néi khac y chi la
chi néi em ché.

— Trudng may thay may stic may ma
ché? Trudng may cé may l6p?

— Da trudng Quan méi c6 ba l6p.
— Tl 16p nao téi 16p nao?

— Da tu d¢ That t6i dé Ngu.
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Bich Liéu cudi ru lén:

— Troi oi! Ba 16p ma ciing goi 1a
trudng Trung hoc. Khac chi truéng Tu
thuc mau gido, So hoc tu thuc? Con thua
Tu thuc Bat Nha, tu thuc tiéu hoc Minh
Tam. Nghe day: trudng tao hai muoi bay
16p. Tu dé That dén dé Nhat. Trudng
may co gido su di day bang 6 t6 khong?

— Da khong.
— Chti ho di bang gi?
— Da bdng xe dap va xe gan may.

— Con thua thg né va tho rén. Tho
ren di jeep. Thg cup di Yamaha. Trudng
tao c6 sdu thay gido di 6 t6. Con hoc tro
di hoc bang gi?

- Di bo va xe dap.
— Khong c6 Honda?
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— Khong.

— A, hoc trd nha qué ma. Di xe dap
da la sang roi. Honda, Suzuki lam sao
biét 14i. A, c6 dita nao cudi ngya di hoc
khong? Tao nghe ngudi ta ndi ngoai xu
may dan ba hay cudi ngua va di quyén.

— Di quyén & Binh Dinh nhiéu hon.
Ho don con gai An Thai danh v6 quat
nga con trai. Con di ngya thi chi dan ba
¢ mién thugng la hay di. B6i ho phai di
tU nui nay sang ndi no xa x6i, khong nho
stic ngua thi di khong xué.

— Con & dudi dong bang?

— Ho ciing di b9, di xe Lam ba banh,
di xe 6 t0 hang, di xe dap nhu & day.

— Ho c6 déng kho va ca rang khong?

Thay cudi:
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— Dau cé. Chilam qué ngudi Thugng
du. Ngoai em ciing nhu trong nay vay
thoi. Cling c6 ngudi giau ké ngheo, ciing
madc 4o dai, cling cé quan doi, ciing chg
btia mua ban, cing hang nylon, tétron...

— Nhung tao khong hiéu lam sao tui
may c6 thé hoc dugc. Midc 4o vai, di bo,
t6i ngdi trong mot 16p hoc cé nhiéu 16
dan ban thtng, thé ma tui may cé thé
doc dugc tiéng My trong English for to-
day. May hoc hét Book one chua?

— Em hoc dugc ntia cudn.

— Vo ly khong. Miéng 1u6i cua tui
may ma cling c6 thé ndi dugc tiéng Anh
tiéng My! O thanh phé tui tao nghe quen,
tiép xtc quen, c6 radio, c6 Ti vi, cd xi né.

— O nha qué cling c6 radio.

— D6 maiy cai radio transistor léo
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nhéo nhu 1a ngat mai, k& xa gi? Tao ndi
nhting bo radio pickup Hifi do s¢ dé chu.
Tao khong tin rang mot diia nho chi tiép
xuc hang ngay véi con bo va cay lda ma
c6 thé noi dugc tiéng My hay.

— Chac néi khong hay bang miy chi
dau.

— Nhat dinh ché chac gi nta?

That khong ai ngu bang con Bich
Liéu. Chinh n6 chuyén moén doc ngong
tiéng Anh va con bé nha qué kia ct phai
stia dum nd. V€ van pham thi khoi ndi.
N6 tron lan moi thi qui tac y nhu ngudi
ta tron dau va hanh va hat tiéu vao dia
rau xa lach.

Sau nhiing hoi mang t6i tap, dén
nhiing hoi phai dau diu dé sai Thuy né
lam bai dum cho that chu d4do. Néu né6
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thu n6 lam quo quao cho xong thi minh
chiu chét. Chac chan la n6 khong dam
lam sai. Da ra lénh roi: “hé bai giai sai
tao bi zéro 1a may bi ba roi”. D6 né cé
ddm dm muu hai ngdm minh. Lau lau
phai hua thudng cho no.

— Lam bai Luan nay dum tao di. D6
khi, ra dé Luan khé nhu... kh6 nhu... khé
nhu cdi gi may?

— Em dau biét?

— Nguoi ta thuong néi khé nhu... gi?
Ho noi ngang nhu cua, hon nhu gau, xau
nhu ma, con khé nhu gi?

— Em chiu, khong biét.

— Thoi ké. May lam dum cdi dé Luan
nay cho tao. “Ta mot anh mu hat xdm &
ngoai chg”.
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— Em dau c¢6 ra chg lan nao ma biét?

— May cu ta & cdi chg nha qué cta
may.

— Chg nha qué dau cé giong chog
thanh pho?

— Thi cling “xem xem” [Tiéng My nghia:
nhu nhau, giong nhau.]. Méy cu ta di roi tao
thém that vo chut it. Cho rudng lua thi
tao thay bang bin-dinh. Ché cai ao thi
tao thay bang ga-ra. Cho bui gai thi tao
dé vao do mot xe nude mia. Thé 1a chu
hét. Tao rai thém vao vai thiang cao boi
dé rau trén mép va tdc bu xt, vai con sén
mong bu nhu mong heo.

— Hat xam 13 hat lam sao?

— La mu con mat ngoi & goc chg hat
dao. Ca vong c0, ca tdn nhac cai cach, ca
bai hat Tay niia.
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— O nha qué ho hé bai choi. Em ta
thang ho bai choi.

— May cu ta nhu vay ciing dugc. Co
gido tao khong biét dau. Co ay dau c6 6
nha qué ma biét. C6 cho tién cting khong
dam vé. S¢ min. D6 qui, tao ghét may
cai dé “Ta ngudi” d6 1am. Cd phai dom
thdy, ngd thdy, quan sat, méi td. Ma ta
lam sao cho hay dugc? Tao ua may cadi dé
“Ta canh” hon. Chang han td dém tring
& nha qué. Ta budi mai trén canh dong.

— Chi c6 6 nha qué dau ma biét?

— Thiéu gi bai ngudi ta da viét roi,
ct theo d6 ma viét lai. Hé dém trang &
nha qué thi phai c6 tiéng choé sta xa xa,
cd tiéng d€ ri ri trong cd, c6 mdt ngan
con ran vang bo lugn trén mat nudc. Ta
budi mai thi ¢c6 anh duong mau hong, cé
ndng phu vac cay dat trdu. C6 chim hat
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trén canh va buém lugn trén co.

— C0 gido sé phé binh la sdo ngi.

— Khong ddi nao. Co gido tao ua sdo
lam. Cang sdo cang c6 nhiéu diém. Hé
chim hot thi phai véo von, hoa thom thi
phai ngat ngao, chd qué huong thi phai
dep hon ca.

— Chi biét tinh c¢6 thi bai lam chac
duogc nhiéu diém.

— Tao kha luan van ldm. Diém trén
trung binh hoai. Co6 bai c6 gido con phé
“Khen” niia.

— Nhu vay em bi sao ndi? Em khong
c6 khiéu vin chuong. Thoi, d€ chi lam.

— Thoi ma, cd lam di cho tao.

—~ Lo it diém?
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— It diém tao chiu.
— Chi danh em.

— Tao khong danh déu. Hé trén 12
diém tao cho ba dong uong nudc mia. 10
diém: hué. 08 diém: canh cdo.

— Em lam van sdo khong noi dau.
Hoéi hoc dé That, ong thay em khong cho
lam vin sdo. Ong ndi lam nhu vay 1a tap
noi ldo. Cu thay sao ta vay, nghi sao noi
vay.

Bich Liéu mim moi suy nghi. Thay
sao noi vay thi con dugc, chi nghi sao
noéi vay thi hoi phién. Néu né ci dem
nhiing y nghi nha qué ctia n6 ra ma bién
hét vao thi minh bj 1 tdy. Nhung ma biét
lam sao? Thoi, danh phai:

— K¢, cling dugc di. Sang phan “Cam
tudng” may noi ldo ldo mdt chut chd
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dling nghi sao ndi vay.
Thay rut re:
— Em sq...

Bich Liéu gat 1én:

— Pa noéi ré6i ma. Cd lam di cho tao.
Co sdo cd nhong cang tot, khong co thi
thoi. Ai bat toi may ma sg?

Téi day, Bich Liéu diu giong ndi ngot:

— C¢ diéu vo nhap dé phai cho ngon
mot chut, nghe khong? Chang han: Thiia
mot budi sang chti nhat tréi may ém 4, gié
nhe nhu ru, t6i thong dong dém budc vé
nga chg Phuong Cui, long lang lang mét
niém vui man mdc. Dai khdi n6i ngon
ngon nhu vay thi may cé hy vong dugc
udng nudc mia.
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— Cai kiéu nay thi chac chan em bi
canh cdo.

— Cénh cédo cling dugc. Lam di. Tao
chay xudng xa-long coi Ti-vi mdt mach
da. Toi hay c6 chuong trinh Mission im-
possible.

Thay cam but ngdi trudc trang gidy
trang. N6 nhé nhu thay ro trudc mat,
nhu nghe ro6 bén tai, thay Pha hoi & 16p
dé That gidng cach lam Luan: Hom dé
thay vao 16p xdch theo mdt cai binh tra.
Con Lé Hong lanh miéng ndi lén trudc:

— Cha, hom nay thay uong nudc tra
trong 16p. C6 dem theo keo chia cho bon
con khong?

Thay “suyt™

— Im lang. HOm nay lam Luan.
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— Lam Ludn ma sao phai dem binh

tra, thay? — thang Quyt hoi.
— HOom nay ta cdi binh tra.
Con Ha:

— Ta céi binh thi thay phai lua cdi
binh cho dep dep mot chut. Cai binh gi
ma bé voi vay, thay?

~ A, ¢6 nhu vy méi dang ta. Cdc em
phai t& cai cho voi binh bé sao cho dung.
Lam sao khi doc 1én ngudi ta thdy r6 no,
bé nhu thé nao.

— Nhu vay thi van hay gi noi, hé
thay? — Vo thi Hoa Hong hoi.

— Vién hay la td sao cho chinh xac.
Nghia la khi doc 1én thi ngudi doc thay
rd ngay cai vat minh td, cdi cdnh minh
ta.



114 | wEtg

— Pau cd kho thay? — My cuép 1oi.
Minh ct viét: Cai binh b€ mat cdi voi.

— Nhu vay dau goi la ta? Ma phai noi
n6 bé chd nao. Pudng bé thang hay cong.
Doan bé dai c& bao nhiéu. R6i hinh vé
trén cai mdt binh la hinh gi.

Thang Hét:

— Trén binh c6 vé hinh hoa 14 da
mau. Cé vé con chim dau trén canh hoa.

— Sao goi la dG mau dugc? May mau?
Mau gi?

— Mau xanh. La mau xanh, canh cay
cling mau xanh.

— Riéng mot mau xanh ciing c6 chia
ra lam mady thd. Xanh ddm, xanh Igt,
xanh 14 cay, xanh duong, xanh dot chudi,
xanh 14 cay pha den, xanh duong pha tim
van van.



INhinhironegphicilbara| BE

Hoang Anh:

— Cha! Kho qua. Nhu vay bon con ta
gl noi?

— C6 vay mdi phai hoc va cé vay méi
goi la 1am viéc. Thoi, bat dau quan sat
di. Ghi lugc nhiing diéu minh quan sat
dugc. Roi bat dau bo cuc bai luan. Sau dé
mdéi dit cau trén nhap.

Bay gi¢ thay Phu c6 con day & trudng
Quan ntia khong? Gidc gid ngoai dé
da yén chua? Con Truong Quy c6 con
lién ldu, ba gi cling hoi, gap gi cling nodi?
Thang San c6 con ca lam rdn tling tiéng
nhu con ga rin dé cai triing? Oi! Ngoi
trudong Quan qué mua ma than mén cta
minh!

Tiéng dong ho gd boong boong trén
vach lam Thuy giat minh trd vé véi thuc



116 | Wikg

tai. No dé ngoi but xudng trang giay. Thoi,
mic ké, nhap gia tiy tuc. G day ngudi ta
Ua van sdo thi minh phai liéu ma cham
chudc. Ct bat dau nhu chi Bich Liéu da
ddn: “Thtia mot budi sang cha nhat trgi
may ém a gié nhe nhu ru..”
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5

Hém nay la sinh nhat ctia Bich
Liéu. Me con ban tinh vé biia
tiéc sinh nhat va vé nhiing khach moi.
An tiéc man, c6 nhién, va vio nam gio
rudi chiéu dé€ kip két thic vao quang bay
gio rudi. Phai tranh buoi t6i vi tinh hinh
kém an ninh, s¢ khach ra vé bi cao boi
chan dudng. Khach 1a nhiing ban than
cta Bich Liéu, gdbm ca thay nam dtia hop
lam mdt khoi. Chung di xi-né véi nhau,
tam bién cung nhau va chung stic lai dé
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phd phach trong 16p.
Ba Duic Lgi hoi con:

— Lan trudc sinh nhat cua Mai Lang
thi n6 don nhiing mon gi?

— Banh phong tom, bun bo, banh mi
xang-uych, cha ram, ga ro-ti.

— Con trang miéng?

— Banh ngot Héa Hung.

— Bay gi6 con muon don mon gi?

— Mdn gi cho hon tui né.

- Datlam. D6 dn bay gic lai dat thém.

— Minh don it mén thoi, nhung moén
nao mon ay cho sang.

— Tém lan bot chién.

— U, mua tdm con that to.
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— Thoi, vé chuyén. Mua tom Nhat
déng thung dugc roi.

— Khong chiu dau. Don may thu
nhap cang do, tui n6 khinh.

~ Biét gi ma khinh? An tom thi biét
tom chi phén biét gi n6i tom Cau Da véi
tom dong thung Nhat Ban. Chung né
cling u mé nhu may chu khac gi?

Bich Liéu td dang e ngai vi khong biét
tui n6 c6 that u mé nhu minh khong.

— Rdi moén gi ntia, me ti€p di.

— Banh x¢o Hué. Tuc la banh khodi
do.

~ U dugc. Hué bay gi¢ dugc nhiéu
ngudi nhac nhé. Con sé gidi thiéu la
banh khodi ctia xtt Hué dau thuong.

— Mon an nudc thi cho ching n6 én
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mién cua.
— A, sang do.

— Cing phai mat vao d¢ it nhat tam
tram.

— C6 bao lam? Bang ntia cai vé me
di coi nhac hdi sexy, than dong, nui Ita,
hda diém son.

— N6i nham. Cho ching n6 an thém
chad ram. Ma thoi, khong can. Via én
banh khodi xong, dn chd ram né nham
di. Lam may dia gio cha, goi la mén an
choi.

— Con trang miéng? Me nau che trai

cay di me nhé? Co6 gido chi dao 16p con
bay ldy du du chin, xoai chin, tdo chin...

— Tdo gi? Tdo Tau ay ha? Nau che Tau
bo bo, nhan nhuc hay sao ma bo tdo Tau?
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— Khong. Tao day la trdi bom do.
Coi na... (Bich Liéu nhiu may suy nghi
roi néi lai) Du du chin, xoai chin, chuoi
chin, tdo chin... r6i cdi gi chin nita do.

— ROi sao niia?

— Pem cat thanh tling miéng vuéng
nhd bang c¢é mut ngdn tay ut.

— R6Oi nau cach nao?

— B6 v0 nudc. Dun sbi cho dudng
vao. Muc ra d€ nguoi. Cho nudc da vao.

— Tudng gi!

— Ay thé ma ngon nhit d4y.
— May da an chua?

— Chua.

— Sao biét?
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— C0 giao noi vay.
Ba gi¢ chiéu. Bich Liéu goi Thay:

— Hom nay la sinh nhat ctia tao. Nam
gio rudi cac ban tao sé dén dé€ du tiéc
muing. May phai dn mdc tu té€ dé€ 1én day
tao sai vat.

— Em c6 hai b6 ba ba.

— Nhu thé nay ha? — Bich Liéu via
vai tay kéo cdi vat 4o ctia Thuy tdc 1én
viia hoi.

- Da.
— B¢ kia c6 kha hon bd nay khong?

— Clng vay. B¢ kia ct@t hon. Cai do
rach noi cui chd.

— Sao may cuc kho khén nan vay?

— Hoi chay gidc em chay bat ngo, chi
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c6é mot bo quan do trén minh, khong co
mot dong bac trong tai. B quan 4o nay
la ctia dong bao 6 Tuy Hoa ho may cho.

— Khén nan. Khoén nan.

Bich Liéu can moi suy nghi. Réi chgt
diing viing day:

— Thoi, tao liéu cach nay. Lay cai 4o
dam cii ctia con Bich Hué cho may ban.
Cho may lu6n d6i xang dan cti ctia né.

No6i la lam. Bich Liéu chay vut lén
phong ctia Bich Hué mé ta luc soat.

Lan dau tién trong doi, Thay sap
ngua tay cam mot cdi do cli cua ngudi
khac cho. Nén nhidn mac hay nén lac
dau tl ch6i? Néu nhan thi c6 dong cham
dén tu trong, tu ai cia minh khong? Cé
Ba ddu dé ma hdi y kién? C6 Ma déau
dé ma hdi dai khon? Co thay gido dau
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dé lam c6 van cho minh du tin cidn? C6
dda nhat dinh trd lai khong nhan. Sé ¢
nguoi khen la khi khai, ngudi ché 1a ty
ai hdo. Suy nghi tht xem. Can nhac cho
ky di. Minh chua du stic dé€ khoi nho va
ngudi ta. Ché cdi 4o nhung sao khong tu
ch6i hét com? Cai 4o ban binh ¢6 khac
chi hot com an nho? Pang nao ciing vay
thoi. Dang nao cling vy thoi.

Thuy ngam miéng co6 gitt mot tiéng
khdc, dua tay nhan cai 4o dam ct. Nudc
mat cua Thuy ta ra. Thay phai bam viu
gap vao nhiing 16i day vé nhan cach, vé
tu cach, vé gid tri con ngudi... da hoc
trong gid Cong dan gido duc, trong gic
Viét su. Mot tam hon cao thugng dudi
manh do rdch... Du nghéo khé nhung
van giti phdm cach... Quyét khong vi
miéng com manh 4o ma lam diéu si
nhuc... Tradi mudi ndm khéi nghia chong
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quan Minh, nhiéu phen that tran quan
luc bi danh tan phai tron trong riing dao
ct chuo6i ma an, nhung 6ng Lé Lgi kho-
ng nhut chi 16n, nam gai ném mat quyét
chi phuc thu, giét gidc ctiu nudc...

Cam ta nhiing 16i day Pao duc,
nhiing 16i khuyén qui gid nhu ngoc nhu
vang. Cam ta tién nhan, cam ta to tién
da cho con nhiing guong tu trong dong
thoi v6i nhiing guong nhan nhuc.

Khi Thuay thay b ba ba ra, mdc so
mi va jupe vao roi ttt nha bép di lén thi
n6 gdp Bich Hué. Bich Hué nhin né tu
dén chan. N¢ biét Bich Hué dang nghi gi
trong cai tia nhin dé. Qua that, Bich Hué
sting s6 hoi:

— Ai cho may lay b dam cii cua tao?

— Chi Bich Liéu dua.
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— May khong c6 thi may & truong,
sao may lai di xin chi Bich Liéu?

— Em dau c¢6 xin? Dang khong, chi
lay dua.

— Khong xin, sao bi€t ma lay dua?
Trong cdi bo dang ctia may quanh nam
“nhat by” thi khong can néi ciing biét la
may muon Xxin.

Thay nhin khong muon cai lai.

— Ngudi gi ma 4o quan cu thay ra bo
giat roi lai ban vo. Chiu sao noi. Ciing
phai thay doi di ché.

Bich Hué dgi nhung khong thay
Thuay tra 16i.

—Tao 40 quan ca day ma tao con thay
thiéu. Mdc gidp vong, ntia thang sau méi
mdc lai ma tao da thay x4u ho roi. Con
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may... Thoi, tram sy cling do ba Bich Liéu
hét. Phai lén héi t6i ba mdéi dugec.

Khong phai di dau xa. Hai chi em
gap nhau 6 hanh lang.

— Sao chi lai lay jupe, cia em cho nd?

— Ché né lay gi n6 ban?

— Cha, chi nhan dao qua.

— Tao khong nhan dao véi ai hét Cho
né ban sach sé dé chiéu nay tao sai.

— Biét r6i. Nhung phai lua cai jupe
cii, cai s6 mi xau.

— Toan 1a tht xau nhat c@ nhat cta
may do. Tao lya ca budi méi ra. May
cai ao kia, may cai jupe kia déu tot hon.
Nhung né ban vao van trong dugc. Tai
mat mai noé.
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T6i phién ba Duc Lgi. Khi Thuy
lén mé ta lyc khan ban, ba ngac nhién
quay nhin nd. Cap chan béo trang mot
cach dé ghét. Doi canh tay ciing vy,
cling trang ciing no tron. Ba trong dgi
mot doi ban chan to, tho kéch, cé ngédn
chan xoac ra nhu chan éch. Nguoi nha
qué chuyén mon di chan dat nén bao
dam la ban chén nao ciing to gap rudi
ban chan ngudi thanh thi quanh ndm
sudt thang nam nép gitia quai dép quai
gudc. Da chan chai cting va con ntt né
noi got chan. Mong chan thi cing va hay
moc vénh 1én. Nhung khi nhin vao ban
chan cua Thuy thi ba bong dung dung
tic gian. B&i vi ban chan nhé nhan va
xinh xan. Ba quat 1én:

— Thuy.

Thuy giat minh danh roi cai khan an
dang vat & trén tay. N6 lung ting budc
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xudng ghé dé nhat khan 1én, viia “Da”.

— Sao may... Ai biéu may... Ai dua
cho may cai do dé?

— Da cai do nao?

— Cai 40 may mac do.

— Da chi Bich Liéu dua cho con.

— N6 n6i cho may ludn ha?

— Da khong. Chi dua con mac dé.

- U. Chti It may ma mic ddm ndi gi?
Mac xong rdi thi cdi ra xép cdn than.

- Da.

— Ngudi ta noéi tuy gia phong kiém,
nha ngheo thi ché nén hoc lam sang.

— Da.
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— Nhung c6 dua nao héi 4o dam caa
ai thi may noi cia may nghe khong?

- Da.

— Hoi ai may cho thi trd 16i la tao may

cho nghe khong?

- Da.

— Dan ky roi d6. Hay lai u mé nhé
dau quén dudi. Hé noi bay tao danh vo
mat.

— Da.

Thé la bd quan do ci qua du céac ai
kiém sdat.

Tiéng chudng goi cong chgt reo lén
tiing hoi. Dung la do nhiing ban tay ng-
hich ngom. Bich Liéu goi 6i 6i 6 dang
sau nha:
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— Thay oi! Thuy oi! Ra mé c6ng cho
cac chi.

Thuy lat dat chay ra. Tra chia khoa
vao 0. Lach cach. Viia kéo canh cong qua
mot bén thi bon cdi Honda r6 ga mot
lugt chay vot t6i lam Thuy giat minh.

Chung loang choang trén 16i di rai
soi. Tiéng cudi ra lén:

— Anh hung xa 16! Anh huing xa 19!

— Chi con thi€u mot tay ki€ém giang
ho. A! Tao 1a tay ki€m giang ho.

— Vta noi, moét chi mac ca rd6 xam
viia nhay tU yén sau xuong via khuynh
hai tay 1am nhu dang cAm hai kh4u sing

luc.

— A lé! Gio tay lén! Khong thi tao
“pha”. Coi chiing! Nghe tao dém: Mot!
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Hai!... Ba! Pan Pan Pan Pan.

Do, thay vi mét cudc gidi thiéu e 1€
rut ré, cac ban cua Bich Liéu 6n ao tu
nhién nhu vay. Bich Liéu da tli trong nha
di ra.

— Ptia nao lam anh hung xa 16 do
bay? Bich Liéu hoi.

— Con Thu dé.

Ngudi mang tén Thu mdc jeans, 4o

Montagut. Mot cdi kinh den gong to lam
lap ntia khudn mdt. Thu nghéch mat:

— Ta day. Mi muon chi?

Mot chi mac 4o dam kiéu lung dai
x€p pli ngan, ki€u 4o mdc vao gidong con
khi, — nhe rdng cuoi:

— Muo6n chi mi da biét roi, con hoi.
Muén tong vao miéng mi mot mé do an.
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Nguoi ta moi mi tdi an tiéc ma mi con
hoi.

Mot chi mini-jupe mau luu huynh
lot nhai giong hat bai:

— Muon i ai, muon cho mi dép ai ai,
bé bung mi ra ai ai.

Mot chi lun tit map tu lu di nic nich

nhu cai lu nuéc.

— E! Ngoc Iun, sao biia nay nghiém
trang vay?

— Tai chua an d6 — chi 4o dam khi
noéi. N6 phai an da ba bat thi méi bat dau
noi dugc. An dt bén bét thi méi bt dau
cudi dugc. Téi nam bat thi buon ngt.

- Do qui.

Chi map lu dap chi ao khi mot phat
gan gay xuong song.
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Buéc vao phong khach, moét loat
tiéng chao vang lén:

— Lay bac a.. Thua Bac... Thua Bac...
Xin chao Bac a...

Ba D¢ Loi tuoi cudi:

— Khong dam. Chao cac c6. Hom nay
cac c6 dén choi véi em, that quy héa qua.

Trong khi cht khach trao d6i nhiing
cau xa giao thuong 1¢ thi & bén phong
an Thuy lo bung tui bui. Vlia bung vua
nghi van vo dén mot thi 1€ méi: 1€ sinh
nhat. Tl nho t6i 16n, Thuy chua hé nghe
ai ndi t6i sinh nhat ma trong gia dinh chi
biét ngay ky tic la ngay chét ctia 6ng ba.
Thuy héi chi bép:

— Chi & thanh pho, c6 an 1€ sinh nhét
khong?
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Chi bép cudi hé hé:

— Ai biét dau cai tht 18 d6. An mot
ngay hai bita da lo mét ¢ hoi, con bay
thém mot ngay nia.

— Dau c6 thém mot ngay?

— Nghia la tao noi bay bién thém do.
An sinh nhat thi phai 4n sang, c6 ché co
goi, co thit heo thit ga, ché an rau mam
dau dugc.

— Lau lau minh bay minh an.

- C6 miy ngay ky gid 6ng ba do,
mudn an ngon thi doi t6i ngay dé. Trudc
tudng niém Ong ba, sau sum hop ho
hang.

— Lé sinh nhat la y mting rang minh
thém mot tudi.
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— Thém may tu6i cling vdy. Tao
nghéo, dau cé thém cho tao mudi tudi
tao cling khong mtling. Ba cht thém cho
tao mot ngan tao miing hon.

— Chi ham tién vay?

— Tién ma sao khong ham may? Co
tién mdGi mua sam d6 dac, d€ danh dé
dum. Tao ma cé thém mdt ngan thi tao
may mot cdi 4o dai géi cho ba gia tao.

Khi may chi nhép tiéc, Thuy dugc cat
dat diing & gbc phong d€ sai phai cong
viéc. Bat dau, Bich Liéu ding déay noi li
nhi may 161 cdm ta. Chi mdc 4o dam khi,
— cdc ban goi tén 1a Nhan, — dugc cac
ban Gy nhiém dép tu. Cang li nhi dap
dap trong miéng. Tiéng vo tay lop bop
bdo tin tha tuc da xong. Nhiing ban tay
boc dai vao nhiing dia banh phong tom.
Tiéng rang nhai rao rao.
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— Banh phong tom nhai viia ngot viia
thom phai khong bay? — chi Thu, anh
hung xa 10 viia nhai nham nhoam vtia
noéi. Chi da cat cai kinh den to cua chi,
moc mot gong vao tui 4o s mi. Nguoi
tu xung la tay ki€ém giang ho, tén la Diéu,
chom ngudi téi:

— An tiéc 14 tao nhé t6i tiéc lién hoan
cudi ndm. Nam ngodi dng thay Khoa bay
an thit bo nhiing d4m. Ong va mén d6
hon hét. Hé 1ién hoan la 6ng nhac thit bo
nhung dam.

Ngoc Lun:

— Tui Luc 2 bay thu tiéc nay nghe
cling ngo. Tui nd gdp tién mua mit, xoai,
budi. Khong udng coca ma uong nudc
dtia. Tui n6 ché ca budng duia mua si tu
chg Ong B chd xudng.
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~ Dau bung thdy ba N¢i. An xong
thay tro phai lo dap xe vé nha gap. L&
dau bung doc dudng.

Ca bon cudi ra ra.

— Ong thay tui n6 khen an nhu vay 1a
co tinh than Dan toc.

— Nghia la sao?

- Y néi réng tyi né an toan do noi
héa. Khong c6 mon nao nhap cang hét.

Huong gat gat dau:

— D6 ciing la mdt y hay. Nhung ma
an nhu vay x6t ruot, chiu chi noi?
Diéu:

— An tiéc ndm gio chiéu, bay gio t&i vé
nha dn com, chuyén gi ma x6t rudt. Tao
khen céi sang kién cta tui n6 dé. Ché hé
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cé tiéc la co coca, co paté chaud, cé keo &
PX. thai ra... nhu vdy nham lam. Réi nay
mai thi c6 mon mi Nhat bdn, chdé nao
cing mi Nhéat Bon, mi Nhat Bon ban &
doc dudng, & cac sap, & siéu thi.

Nhan gio tay ra hi¢u:

— Thoéi noi viia viia vay may. Con Bich
Liéu né dang cho tui minh uéng coca doé.
Phé binh qua, n6 dep hét, bat udng nuédce
loc cho may biét than.

Budc qua mén banh khoai. Thu cuoi
tit hai con mat:

— Do, mon an dan toc do. Mon an
dédc biét Hué.

— Banh x¢o ché gi ma may lam ron
vay? Bo trong Nam tao khong cd sao
may?



INhanhironegphicilbara|BES

Huong vlia cham tuong viia nhai:

— Hai dta bay ct cai nhau tha ho.
Tao khong can dau, Cu cai cho ra I€ di.

Diéu va Bich Liéu:

— Phai. Tui tao tan thanh y ctia con
Huong. Hai dda bay c cai tiép di. D€ tui
tao an dum cho.

Sang dén mon mién ga, cdi da day da
lung lting no nén cudc dn dién ra chim
chap tré lai. Trong khi cac cai miéng dau
hét tung biing. Diéu héi Thu:

— B0 da doc trang Nhi dong cua nhat
bao Cai Tao hom nay chua?

— Chua. Sao?
— Con Buiu rao tim ban & trong dé.

— Bdiu nao?
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— Btiu B6 Dé. Rao mé ly lam. Thé
nay day (Dié¢u sua lai cdch ngdi, roi viia
udn eo viia nhai theo mot giong tho thé):
Mimosa Mong Dung goi dién thoai cho
Bich Dao. A 16. Minh cé doc bai tho “Em
thém mot ngudi me” cua Bo. Minh khoc
vi cdm dong. Minh muén két ban mi
bd do, Bo chiu hon? Doc bai tho, minh
thuong Bo ghé. B6 mat me, bi mét ba di
ghé hanh ha, minh ghét ba di ghé ctia bo
ghé. Bo goi thu cho minh di. Gé&i vé 116
C6 Loa.

Nhan:

— Con Méng Dung né la dan Van
Ninh chinh céng con nai vang, tao biét,
vady ma noé viét y giong ngoai Bac. May
con nhd bup bé déu viét giong do hét.
Dua nao cling nhdi nhau.

Thu chi sang Huong:
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— Day ne! Ba ni ciing vay ne. Cang
trong gia dinh “Céac em Nai to”. Cling A
16 May Vién xt goi vé D6a Hong c6 don.
Tao doc 161 nhan ctia may roi. Nhiing
la: Hom qua gian cau ghé. Cau hen dén
truong gap té¢ dé cung mi té di xi-né thé
ma minh dgi mai cha thay cau dau. Hay
la cau quén minh ro6i. Minh thi nguyén
sudt doi thuy chung mi cau.

- Poa Hong c6 don la ai vay may? —
Nhan hoi.

Huong cuoi:

— Tao ndi ddc. Co con khi nao tén la
Doa Hong c6 don dau?

— Vay thi ai hen may di xi né?
— Tao cling bay dat luon.

— L& nha bdo ngudi ta biét?
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— Biét sao duogc?
— C6 dia nao to cdo?

— T6 cao lam gi? Ai biét May vién xd
1a ai, Doa Hong c6 don 1a ai?

— Nhu vay thi may viét chi?

— O khéng bay chuyén choi cho vui.
Véay ma c6 dtia ghién dé. Nhu con Mién.
Ba no ua doc t& Tin Ttic nhung hé sai né
di lay bdo la n6 tha vé t& Céi Tao. Chi vi
trong t6 Cai Tao c6 trang thiéu nhi nhan
tin nhau, c6 gia dinh Nai To. N6 ciing ua
két ban. N6 bi mot thang ba xao & Bién
Hoa bién tho cho n6 ma gia lam con gdi.
Cha n6 bat dugc tho, tan cho n6 mot
tran bo cang. Ba no la Thugng si nha
binh nén danh cdc lam.

— Tao biét cha né. Cai mdt quam
quam.
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— C6 phai 6ng nha binh di cdi Mo6-
bi-1ét thudng ghé chd no chiéu tha Ba?

— bung d6. Chiéu tht Ba minh hoc
ba gid. Nam gio rudi ra, dung gio ba nd
di lam vé. Hoi trudc gia dinh tao thué
nha & gan nha dng. An gian va ndi ldo
mot cay.

— Cha né lam Thuogng si ma nd dn
dién ghé.

- U, tao thdy n6 dién 4c. Tién mo ma
sam di.

Huong viia nudt voi mot sgi mién
viia dua tay ra hiéu bao dgi:

- U ! U! Dgi tao noi cho nghe. Ao
didm xin & Saigon. U, né cd ba co ldy
chong Tau 6 Chg 16n. Nha ba co giau.
Lau lau gé&i ra cho 4o cii ctia con ba.
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— May bay dat.

— Thiét ma. Tao & gan nha no, tao
khong biét sao? May dua em ctia n6é mdc
rach rugi nhu t6 dia. Chi vi ¢6 né & Sai-
gon khong c6 con nho. Dta con gdi ut
16n bang né. N6 c6 s6 may ma.

~ U. Hom Tét n6 ¢b néi vdi tao 1a né
tudi Ti. Tudi Ti con chudt 1a tuoi suéng.
Cl nam & goc nha, & tran nha nguoi ta
ma gdm, hét gam com gdm thit dén gam
khoai gam ct. Néu rét nham chinh nép
thi con khodai hon ntia. Tha ho ma an x6i,
an banh chung quanh nam.

— Ba nay noi 4u. Chinh nép s6ng ma
x0i v6i banh chung dau & trong?

Thuy diing & géc nha cam thay nhu
c6 luong khi lanh chay xuong séng lung.
N6 nhin xudng cai 4o so mi va cai jupe.
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Bo dam ct phé thai d6. Y nhu trudng
hop ctia con Mién nao dé6 ma may chi
via no6i. Khong may ai thuong xot va
dap cho nguoi ngheo. Nguoi ta ua phanh
phui moi méc d€ lam nhuc ho. Ma, nghi
ra minh c6 gi dau dé€ ma nhuc? Vi du
minh dugc cha me cho an hoc ma minh
lugi biéng bd hoc di choi, cudi thiang
dting chdt. Nhu vay la nhuc. Vi du minh
an gian n6i d6i. Nhu vy la nhuc. An cip,
an vung, no6i ninh... ciing 1a nhuc. Minh
chi gdp con rai ma lam vao canh ngheo
khé bo vo... Dang lan man nghi, chgt c6
tiéng Bich Liéu goi:

— E, Thui! Chay l4y thém nuéc d4.

Nhan quay lai nhin n6 r6i hoéi Bich
Liéu:

— Tén gi lai Thai? Hét tén hay sao ma
ddt ky vay? Ai dat tén cho n6 do?
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Bich Liéu cudi:

— Tao.

— Ché cha me ndé dét tén gi?
— Thuy.

~ U, cdi tén ngudi ta nghe ngon lanh
nhu vay.

Bich Liéu chu mo:

— Tao ghét. Nha qué ma ham. Thuay
v6i Nga gi. Nha qué thi giti phan nha
qué. Cli ng6 quanh thay gi thi dait tén
ndy. Bap, lua, khoai, con bo, con heo, cai
cay, cai chai.

— Sao may dat lai tén no la Thai?

— Tao theo Quoc ngili méi, quéc ngi
cai cach. C6 may 6ng nha van thay Y dai
bang I ngan, Duyén viétla Duién, yéu viét
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1a iéu. Tao thay Y dai bang I ngan trong
chit Thuy. Két qua n6 dugc doc thanh
chi@ Thui. May c6 ca si tha ho than phién.
Thanh Thay tré thanh Thanh Thui, Thay
Nga thanh ra Thui Nga. Roi moét 16 Thui
Lan, Diém Thui, Thai Kiéu, Thui Van.

— Con nho dé ba con v6i may phai
khong?

— Stic may ma ba con? N6 ngheo,
qué huong né bi chién tranh, nguoi ta
dan né vo déay xin & nhd nha tao.

— Nha nghéo ma mat mii sdng sta
thong minh hi? — 16i Thu.

- U, trong né ciing dugc d6 ché? N6
cd biét doc biét viet khong?

-0..0...

Bich Liéu luéng lu khong biét nén
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noi thiét hay ndi doi. N6i no da hoc 16p
dé That thi minh thay ciing tic tic. Co
nhién la khéong dam ndi rang minh da
nhd né lam dum bai Ludn hay gidi dum
bai Toan. N6i né that hoc thi sg 16 ¢6 dua
nao hoi nd, nd ndi thiét minh thanh dua
noéi doi. Bich Liéu danh ct 4p a dp tng.
May thay vta luc d6 con Diéu dap vao
vai no:

~ E! B6, @n xong lam mét chdu nhdy
di.

— Tui con gai khong ma nhay cai gi?
— Nhay solo.

— Dua nao nhay? Con Thu hé?

Thu lac dau ngudy nguay:

— Minh chiu thoi. Bat con Huong do.
Nhay Soul mét cay.
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Bich Liéu quay sang Huong;:
— Dong y nhdy khong bo?
Huong ngan ngt:

— Nhay c6 dtia nao cung nhay méi
vui. Nhay mdt minh ngan lam.

— Con bay niita, — giong Nhan kéo
dai, thu giong trach cu ctia ngudilén. ba
noi nhdy solo. Biét kiém dita nao nhay
v6i may? Thoi, cho qua muc dé. N6 mdi
hap mién ga, bat n6 nhay nd oc hét ra
gitia nha do.

— Véy thi bay gid biét tiéu khién bang
mon gi?
- Trang miéng. Bay gi0 qua muc

trang miéng. Diéu gic ngdn tay coc vao
dau Thu:

— Ba qui nay ndi ngu mot cay. Tao
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héi muc tiéu khién, ba tra 16i mén an.

~ An clng 12 mot mon tiéu khién.
Hé gi¢ Toan tao bi khong lam bai dugc
thi tao hay tiéu khién biang dau phong
rang hay trai say. Nhé hom thay Thuc
tich thu hét géi trai say ctia minh dem
dé lén ban. Trong cai goi trai say dé€ to ho
gitia ban ngd di hgm mac ¢4 thady mo. Bd
trong cdp, nhét trong hdc ban thiy n6 dé
thuong. Ac 6n hon niia la c6 ky c6 Hong
Phudc tich thu trai xoai xanh, cai dao va
g6i mudi,— cé ddm 6t can than, — dem
dé trén ban. Hom d6 tao sg gan chét. b6
tui mi biét tao sg cai chi khong?

— Z& 16 ché gi!

- Khong. C6 Hong Phuéc dau cé
hay cho zé-ro.

— Phat 1én dung 6 goc bang den.
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Thu lac dau:

— Clng khong phdi. Lén dem theo
do6 an la t6i nhe ma. Pau c6 nang bang
t0i noi chuyén?

— Vay thi may sg¢ cai gi?

— Tao hoi hop sg tiéng giay ctia dng
Hiéu Trudng di qua. Hé O0ng thdy co tang
vat la dé trén ban la 6ng sé hoi lién. Gio
cd Hong Phudc dau phai la gié Van vat
dé 6ng tudng hoc tro dem xoai theo dé
hoc quan sat thuc vat.

Khi rdp v6 trang miéng mdi chot
nhd la khong ai nhac dot dén quanh céi
banh sinh nhat. Huong lam bam:

— Tai cai tat mé an ma ra.

— Cha sao. Bay gi¢ dot ciing dugc.
Thui 6i, bung cdi banh ra.
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Cai banh tron to bang ngudi Thuy,
né phai cong lung xuéng méi bung ndi
bdi cai dia ndng. Dét 1én dugc trén ban
roi lai phai chay di tim hop den sap. Roi
lai chay di tim hop diém. Ma nha thi
rong, cui lén lau xudng lau, chay ra sa-
16ng, chay xuong nha bép 1a da ra rdi cap
gio. Trong khi chu khach cam nén dot
nén thi Thuy lo don ban véi chi bép. Thu

noi:

— Nam ni mi 1én mudi bon. Rua la
mudi bon cay nén. Sang nam mudi lam
cdy. Cho t6i ngay mo mi lén tam muoi
tuoi...

Diéu ngat 10i:

— Cho dau ma cam du tdm mudai cay
nén hg bay? Chang 1é cdm xung quanh
cai ban? Lam nhu ddm ma? Khong dugc.
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— Tao ¢6 cach roi. Bat chudc nha
Ngan hang in céc loai gidy bac mot dong,
muoi dong, tram dong.

— Mi néi rang tao khong hi€u, — Thu
nheo mat hoi.

— Lay nén nho nay lam bac mot, lay
cay nén to lam bac mu¢i dong. Thé la on.
68 tudi chang han thi cim sdu ciy nén to
va tam cay nén nho.

Thu vo tay reo:

— Hay qud ta. Ring ma mi thong
minh ria? Ma nghi cting la hi? Mi thong
minh rda ma rang mi hoc dot rta?

Nhiéu tiéng cung la 1én mot lugt:

— Thoi thoi dep chuyén hoc cua may
lai. D€ chd cho ngudi ta an choi.
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Nén via chday dugc mot phan ndm
chiéu cao thi Bich Liéu lan lugt théi tat
hét. May cai miéng reo lén nhu ngudi ta
ho6 khau hiéu: Hoan ho Bich Liéu... Hoan
hé Teenager Bich Liéu... Hoan ho tudi
mudi bon... Tudi mudi bon trén hoc mot
cay! Bich Liéu cam dao cat banh. Cac
ban a lai, mdi ngudi lanh mdt phan. Muc
trang miéng dugc pha tron véi van nghé.
Ngudi ta viia dn viia udng, viia ca hat. Hét
Nhan hat bai Get back dén Bich Liéu hat
bai You've made me so very happy. Roi
chuyén qua Tan nhac v6i Huong hat ban
GO ctia. C6 nhac khong chiu thua. Thu
ca sau cau vong coO. Chi c¢6 Diéu nang ndc
tu choi, lay ¢ an no qua hat khong noi.

Cong viéc hau ha da thua bét, Thay
di xuong bép. Ba Duc Lgi dang diing
canh cai ban bay sap ngén ngang nhiing
dia thic an con du lai. Ba sé6t hai ba dia
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lai ]am mot, ba bon bat vao lam moét, dua
cho chi bép sai cat vao tt lanh.
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ay ti€p theo ngay, Thuy song
Mhén nhuc trong gia dinh ba
btc Logi, trong mong thap thom rang
s€ co mot ngay ba goi nd 1én, giao cho
mot chong sach vé roi dan noé t6i mot
ngoi trudng. N6 thém nghe lai tiéng vién
phan mai kin kit trén mdt bang den, tiéng
thudc go xuong mat ban thay gido, tiéng
ngoi but cao rao rao trén gidy nhu tiéng
mot loai mot gam go. Tiéng cai thudc
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giep, cai é-ke, cai thudc do do, cdi com-
pa dugc dat xuong, nam 1én, xoay qua,
trd 10n ngugc... cham vao mdt ban, xat
vao mat vo trong gio lam bai toan Hinh
hoc. Trong nhiing ngay dau, moi lan
nghe ba Duc Loi cat tiéng goi la no tran
tré hy vong. Nhung chi lién sau ba, bon
tiéng ndi ctia ba la n6 nhé rang né thudc
than phan toi doi.

“Ly cai choi... Sao may... Hom qua
tao da ddn... Con kia..”, nhiing cau noéi
dugc bat dau nhu vay chac chan khong
phai [a dé bdo n6 6m sach va di hoc.

N6 c6 cach nao phan khang khong?
Van xin khong? Chuing nhu né khong
du can dam dé€ lam mdt cach nao trong
nhting cach do6 hét. Ba buc Lgi khong
hé ngot ngao vdi no, khong hé té ra chiu
nhuong mot ngudi (tri véi hai dda con),
Hy vong dugc di hoc moi ngay moi bo
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xa no. Sang thang thu ba, sang thang thi
tu thi n6 hoan toan tuyét vong. Gia tu
vinh vién tiéng vién phan kin kit trén
mat bang den, tiéng thudc goé trén mat
ban, ti€ng ngdi but... ti€ng cai é-ke xat
vao mat vé.

Xé nay Thuy xin phép ba Duc Lgi
cho vé tham Di Tam. Du khong phai la
ba con ho hang nhung Di gan giii v6i n6
hon hét, Di la tugng trung cho cai qué
huong xa cach nguat ngan khong biét
ngay nao no cd thé vé tham. Séng & gitia
gia dinh ba Duc Lgi, Thuy cam thay xa
la nhu mot con vit dem bé gitia dan ga.
Xa la bat dau bang giong ndi. Ba Dtic Loi
con giti mot giong Bac tuong doi thuan
chat, may dta con pha giong Saigon, chi
bép thi rac giong Hué. Chi mot minh né
noi cdi giong ddc biét cua riéng qué nd va
khi tach roi ra khoi cdi cong dong 16n lao
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noi qué huong thi giong dd trd nén yéu
dudi 18 loi, bi ngudi nay nhai lai, bi ngudi
kia ché diéu. Xa la bdi n6 khong biét trao
doi chuyén tro véi ai, ngudi nao ciing da
c0O ké chia xé tinh cam véi ho roi. Me con
ba Duc Lgi thi quay quan 6 nha trén, 6
trén lau, hudng thu moi sy sung sudéng.

Chi bép luc duc & dudi bép, lo lam
cho xong cong viéc dé€ khi nao hao tay la
chay qua géc pho ndi chuyén véi anh
Di; tho stia xe dap. Anh Di la ngudi An
Dinh theo gia dinh chay gidc vo day.
Anh chidng moét tdm tang nha binh tu
mot nhanh gon thap qua hai cay tru rao.
Do 1a cai mai cta hiéu “Mong Lan, son
stia va xe dap va xich 16”. Nhiing chii nay
anh viét bang son xanh trén mdt tdm go
thung. Nugc son chay nhéu thanh giot
rang rit chit nay vao chii khac. Hai ch@@ S
anh viét 1on ngugc. Ca chii N ntia. Anh
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déng mot cdi dinh lén than cay gon, moc
tam bang 1én. Bén canh do lai mot cai
dinh trén mdc nhiéu cai vo xe dap, vo
xich 16 cti. TAm bang rao chic chang méy
ai phdi doc t6i bdi vi ct nhin nhiing cai
16p xe dap ct dé biét hiéu nay chuyén
mon gi. Tuy vay ma trén mdt cai thung
g0 dung dung cu: kém, kéo, bua, lon keo,
day phanh... anh con dung son, — lai son
xanh, nha qué dic biét, — d€ viét thém
nhiéu chii: Cong viéc nhanh chong. —
Va bdo dam. — Gia phai chang. — Rat
dugc tin nhiém. — Cht nhan kinh moi.

Anh Di c¢6 rat nhiéu mun nci mat.
Chuyén mon mdc quan Tay xam va do ba
ba den. Toc 16m chém dung dung. Cai
miéng hoi ho ra va ro rang la mot khudn
mdt nhu vay khong thé goi 1a dep dugc.
Chi bép thuong anh xe dap chac chi vi
hang ngay di chg chi phai di vong qua
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cai goc dudng noi cd hi¢u stia xe 10 thién
ctua anh. Budi trua khi an uéng don dep
xong,— luc bay gi¢ ba Diic Lgi va may
cd con gai dang nghi trua trén lau,— chi
rtia tay xa phong dén ba bon lan, dé tay
1én mii ngui dén doi ba lan. Chi rtta mat
chai toc roi nhe nhe mé cong sau chay ra
hiéu “Son stia va..”. C6 hom lat dat quén
tat voi nudc. C6 hom bd dia ca khong
day 16ng ban, meo néd nhay 1én xuc hét.

Blia nao ra quan ma dugc noi
chuyén véi anh thi chi vé tuci tinh vui
vé. Chi ti€p tuc cong viéc don dep viia
hat sai nhip nhiing cau hat quen miéng.
Biia ndo ra gdp trd ngai, ching han anh
dang lui hui vd ruét gitia nhiéu cai xe
dap dang nghéch dgi va nhiéu than cha
dang s6t rudt, chang han anh dang tro
chuyén v6i mdt 6ng xich 16 vang khach
thi chi tré vé mat ham ham. Chi ném cai
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non xuong ban danh bop mot cai. Chi
da luon con Bobby 14n quin duéi chén.
Va cudc chudi rtia bat dau. Ai, vat gi
cling cd thé bi chudi. Cai chéi (méi do
ma bién mat di mo réi) cai thang tho dng
nudc (D6 mac dich, biéu tdi coi cai voi
nudc nghet ma c hen ray hen mai) cai
thung quet (Hét cha no da rdi, troi oil
Quén mua hoai. T6 ndi cai 6¢c ngu nay)
con rudi (Ud, mo cha mi. Rdng ma cd vo
ve dau 1én mat tao?). Nhiing lac d6 Thuy
tim cho dé€ 14n trén.

Nhiing hoi vui, chi bay 14n than noéi
chuyén véi no.

— Rua la em 6 cing mot lang v6i anh
Di?

— Khong phai mot lang. Em & Xuén
Phudc con Anh & An DBinh ma.
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— Rua thi moét quan.

- Cing khong phdi. Xuan Phudc
thuoc quan Boéng Xuan con An Dinh
thudc quan Tuy An.

— Vay thi dong mot Tinh.

- Da.

— Anh Di ng6 hién lanh, em hi?
- Da.

— May hom ni anh dién ghé, em
thdy khong? Hut thuoc Salem, nhai keo
quynh-gum.

— Chac anh 1am nhiéu tién.

— 0. “Dung” ma phai d€ danh dé lo
cudi vg chd.

Thuy khong biét tra 16i nhu thé nao.
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Mot hom chi bép trao cho Thuy mét
btic thu viét d& dang, viia néi:

— Nay, chi viét buc thu nay ma chi
nghia cta chi... bét qué sg nghe khong
dugc thong. Em doc di roi viét dum lai
cho chi.

Thay mé t& gidy x€p lam tdm trén
dé nhiing nét vé ngong ngoeo cai moc
vao nhau va x6 day nhau. Nét chi cta
chi bép do. N6 viia doc viia doan. Va sau
day la két qua ctia kha nang chiét ty cta
no.

Thang gdi anh chin,

bita né ra tham anh ma anh mat
khdch, dung anh ghé. Anh cit lo cat rudc
xe r0i ka roi boi keo bé em diin x6 ré mot
min, em dyng ghé. Em dung roi em noi
thoi tii ni vé sau khong thém ra tham anh
nita, riia ma rang em.
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- Viét téi day roi thoi niia chiing vay
ha chi?

— Khoéng. D€ roi em thém vo6 ché.
Chi bién t6i do thi viia bua ba kéu, chi
boé ngang. Chii em bién ti€p dum di. So
chi@ cta chi anh Chin doc khong chay
mo.

— Bién y nhu thé nay hay c6 stia lai?

— Em liéu liéu d6. Ché6 mo nghe
khong dugc thi em sta lai chut it.

Thay nhin xuong buc thu cta chi
bép. Cé nhiing chii viét sai chinh ta trong
ky quai nhu nhiing con vat bat thuong.
Nhu con ga c6 ba chan hay mdt con bo
cd thém canh. Nhu chit Thang, chii rudc,
chi® dun. Thay nhanh nhen lay gidy viét
lai. Sau doan thu c6 ban thao nhap san
dén phan sang tac truc tiép cta chi bép.
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Phai vlia dé nghi stia lai vlia ton trong
nguyén van. Cudi cung, khi doc lai toan
ban van cho chi nghe, chi gat dau khen:

- Pugc lam. Hay do.

Khi Thay x€p bd t6 thu vao phong bi
roi trao tan tay cho chi, chi noi:

- Ma em diing mét véi ba nghe!
Thuy lac dau:
— Khong c6 dau. Em khong mét dau.

— Cing diing noi chuyén cho con
Liéu con Hué biét.

— Em khong néi dau.

- U, rtia t6t. D€ bita m6 chi thudng
em.

Nho thinh thodng viét thu dum cho
chi bép ma c6 chi ngon chi hay 1én sé6t
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cho Thay. Ban dau Thuay sg bi bat gap
nén khong nhan. Chi bép phai dé né:

— Céi nay la phan cua chi, chi khong
an nén sét cho em.

— Ddng lé chi phai dn.

— Chilén r6i, dn hoai, an quen miéng.
Em con nho.

- Em ciing khong thém chi. G nha
c6 chi an nay.

— Sao bi v6i & nha dugc? O nha cha
me con cai co mot hot mudi cdn lam ndm
lam bady. Ma ndi rua ché nha em hoi dé
gidu ma. An uéng c6 thiéu moén chi.

Thuy chot nhé dén ma dén ba, nudc
mat Ga rong rong. Khong hiéu sao chi
bép lai bi€t r6 nhu vay. Qua tinh 1a &
nha, minh chang thém mén chi. Khong
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ké btia an c6 day du ca thit, nhiing mén
qua vat nhu ché nhu chudi, nhu khoai
nhu cam budi bao gié ma va ba cting dé
danh phan cho con nhiéu hon. Qua xoai
chin dau mua thi méd danh cho ba va ba
chia cho cac con. Nhiitng mén an la va
hi€m nhu trai nhan, trdi vai... ba va ma
déu d€ phan cho cac con that nhiéu. Roi
ma lai con lay phan ctia md sét cho céac
con niia. Bay gid xa x0i cach biét, co lam
vao canh dan nhd & dau noi qué ngudsi
mdi tham thia tinh ba ma thuong con la
troi bién.

Nhu vay la 6 trong nha nay chi con
chi bép 1a té long thuong Thay doi chut,
nhung chac tinh thuong dé khong dam
da bang tinh thuong ctia di Tam. Di Tam
1a ngudi dong que, la ngudi cing chung
mot niém yéu thuong nhiing canh nhiing
nguoi & noi lang x6m minh. Co6 thé hoi
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trudc di Tam da chiu an nghia giap do
ctia ba ma.

Con dudng dan dén nha di dugc dao
khoét thanh hang thanh viing. Mdy con
mua dau mua con dé€ lai nhiing hé nudc
16n. Thuy chum chan nhdy qua nhiing
cai viing nudc nho, vén quan ma 16i qua
nhiing viing nudc 16n. Rac noi 1éu béu
va né chgt nhé dén nhiing con dia va
nhting con triin bo quan queo ma no sg.
Nhiing con cho6 ding rai rac & cac hang
rao hodc tu hdi nhau lai d€ gam gu. Lai
mot thi dé nd sg nita. Co con chgt ngling
cudc cai nhau, di lai gan n6 va ngui vao
chan. Hon via 1én may. Gia khong nho
nhting kinh nghiém do ngudi 16n bay
thi né da vot chay roi. Khong. N6 dung
lai cho con ché ngtii va dgi cho con cho
tap phdp mot cai. May thay, con cho6 bd
di. N6 mtling qua nhung phai rén rén
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budc tiép bang nhiing budc nhe nhang.
Di dugc vai chuc thudc lai gap mot con
cho to mo khac. May qua, da dén nha di
Tam.

Nha di Ia mdét can nha ton xiéu veo
vuong vic moi bé khong hon ba thude.
Vach dungbang nhiing tim g6 dt cG thao
tu cac cdi thung ra. Chung con mang da
nhiing tén ho ngoai quoc noi ching xuat
xu: thung bia San Miguel Phi luat tan,
thung rigu Rhum St James, thung thuoc
la Ruby Saigon. Ddi chd ducc dan kin
bang gidy bao xi mang Dai Loan, bing
bao tai dung gao My. Ctia budc vao cao
khong qua dau moét ngudi dan 6ng tam
thudc va bé ngang khong dt dé mot cai
chum dung nudc lot qua. Quen mat véi
ngo6i nha do s¢ ctia ba Buic Lgi, Thuy chot
ngac nhién sao mot can nha lai c6 thé so
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sai nhu vay. Y nhu do tré con dung quay
qua lam cho choi dua.

Thay ngan ngai budc vao. Con Dau
dang ng6i dut com cho em an. Thay Thuy,
ndé tré mat nhin 1én, ngac nhién mot giay
r6i mim cuoi:

— Chi Thuy.

Em né, thang Chuat ciing tr6 mat
nhin Thuy, miéng chip chip bung com
dang ngam. Hai dong mii xanh tho 10
noi hai 16 mai. Mot con ruéi chon cho
ddu trén mot dong mii dé va nhiéu con
ruoi khéac chia nhau liém noi miéng cta
no6 tao thanh mot ving den. Nhiing con
rudi khic niia bau quanh hai con mat.
Khi hai dong mi thap tho gan téi vanh
moi, nd 1at dat huat lén. Ct dong bat ngs
lam bay rudi bay vut 1én roi lat dat dap
xuong. Thuy hoi:
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— Di Tam dau em?
— M4 em mdi chay ra chg.

Tiéng cua n6 mong va cong lai nhu
tiéng mot con meo.

— Ba dau?
— Bavo lam sé & trong Hoa Do.
- bi lau chuaz

— M6i bén nam bita nay. Ong Huong
Nong rt vo trong do.

— Ong Huong Nong ddnh xe ngya
do6 ha?

- Da.

Viia tra 16i xong, Dau 6m thang Chut
kéo sat mat lai gan roi bat than ké miéng

hat manh vao mai thang bé. Chut khoc
thét 1én, ang ac day dua. Diau bd Chut
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ra, vOi chay ra sdn nhé danh bep mét bai
mii xanh. Thang bé khdc ngit con Dau
thi la hoang lén:

— Tréi o1, mii day mot bai, hut cho
ma con la.

Thuy ngoi sa xuong do bé Chut:

— Théi nin di em. Chi hat mai cho

ma.

M6 hoéi rin noi tran thang nho uét
dam. Bao nhiéu 13 mut moc thanh u
thanh sting trén tran, trén mai no6. Thay
nhin vao chén com. Chen gitia bay rudi
den la nhiing hat com trang va mot vién
mam rudc. Thuy hoi:

— Mam ru6c ma em no cling chiu dn
sao?

— Khong an thi nhin. Cau cho ¢6
mam rudc ma an.
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— Cho em mot chut ca.

— Tién dau mua ca? Cé tién dong gao
1a may phudc. Ba em binh ca thang. Méi
hoi manh, gang di Hoa Do d6. Ng tién
thudc Bac 6ng thay Ba chua tra.

— Ong hét thudc chiu ha?

— M4 em t6i ndn ni 6ng. Dgi hdi nao
lam an c6 tién, gop tra cho dng sau.

— Dau gi ma lau vay?

— Nghe noi dau dt binh. Thuong han
cling c6, ho cling cé, yéu gan, sung la
lach, gi cling c6. C6 moét biia tudng chét.

Thuy mé to mat:
— D1t vay?

~ Ong nam gidy danh dach r6i man
mé giuong chiéu. Ma em khoc di qua,
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ba con bon phia lat dat chay téi day nha.
Ong gido Trung bay di mdi 6ng thay Ba.
Bita d6 em s¢ hét hon. Nong qua phat
cudng, 6ng néi xam nhu c6 ma bat.

Thang Chuat hét khoc, ngdm bung
com hut chip chip viia ngtt guc. Dau bé
em dat lén giudng viia ndi nyng:

— Chut lén giudng ngt nghe? Chut
gioi ma. Chut khong lam niing dau. Chut
biét nghe 161 chi, nghe 16i ma ma.

Thay cdm dong nhin Dau sdn soc
em. Khong phdi do la tinh thuong cua
mot ngudi chi ma la tinh thuong cta
mot ngudi me nho. Con nha ngheo &
nha thudng phai viia trong em viia gdnh
nudc, quo cili, ndu com.

Thay vet dong quan 4o do khai
mui nudc ti€éu bd lung tung trén mat
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cai giuong b6 nha binh, tim mdt chd
ngdi. Mt bo kéu ken ket. Trén cai ban
nudc, d€ 1ong chong may cai tach vang
cau nudc tra, mot cai dén dau lua co cai
thong phong bi dm khoi va bi bé tién dtit
mot nua. C4 1é da hon ba, bon thang roi
thé ma khong thay ndi cai bong den. N6
bé hoi Thuy con & day. Thuy nhé r6 rang
chiéu xdm do6, con Dau dang rtia rau
bong phai bo ra rau lat dat chay 1én dét
den. Ba n6 dang ndi chuyén véi khach
va vi ha tién mdt que diém, ba né goi no6
l1én bung den xuong bép dot. Tay dinh
nudc lat dat quén lau, néd cam bong den
1én. Khi den chay van ngon 1én cao thi
nghe n6 danh sut mot cai. Mot vong ntit
quan ngang. Khach di khoi, n6 lanh ba
roi vi toi bat can. Cai bong nit gang chiu
dung mdt tudn lé. Sau do, nd rét xudng
bé tan vao mot luc khong ai ngs. Ngon
den vut kéo dai ra thanh ngon khoi va
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cha n6 phai vdn tim cho thap xudng.

Thay tudng cdi bong da dugc thay
r0i, ai ngd dén nay no6 van con doé. Khong
ngd di Tam tang ban duong do. Thuy hai
con Dau:

— Md may hom ray c6 di chg khong?

— Ma em 16 miy tran ga, cut von roi.
Ga mua si, dem vé tha trong gio. Chiéu
lai {a ctit co, saing ngay nam quep khong
kip gdnh xudng chg. Ca long bi lay theo,
16p cu ri, 16p béd an. Bi lién tiép ba gid ga
nhu vay.

— Khong di chg thi lay gi tiéu?

— Ba theo chi Sai di phu ho cho chua
cai Thanh. Chu cai Thanh & trén x6m
vuon uon dé. Cling ngudi ngoai minh.

— Sao bita nay khong di phu ho ma di
chg?
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— Ba la nhtic dau s6 mii hai ba btia
nay.

Thay ngd quanh quat can nha. Nhiing
vat tdm thuong ct ky va ban thiu. Khong
c6 mon gi ¢6 thé an duge. Nha giau co
do an cat ky trong ta buffet, trong tu
lanh, trong gdc mang gié. Nha trung luu
dé khap cho: trén ban, trén ghé, trén ta,
trén vach, cé khi la moét nai chuéi, co khi
la mot trai dia, mot trai dua, mot trai
du d, mdt chong banh trang. Nha di
Tam tuyét nhién khong c6 ddu tich cua
mot vat c6 thé bo vo miéng. Con Déu
that khd s&. Thang Chut nia. Tré con chi
biét mé c6 an, chi thdy sung sudng khi
c6 moén gi dn. Tré con ghét nhiing ngudi
16n téi nha chi dé noi chuyén, véi cha me
n6. N6 thich ngudi 16n cam trén tay mot
trai 6i hay tam tam cling vai vién keo.
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Thuong nhiing ngudi t6t bung nhu vay
do.

Con Muc nam trudc hién gui gli may
tiéng. Cai ctia ngd bang thanh go ghép
x0c xéch c6 chang day thép gai bi day vet
ra: di Tam vé. Con Muc diing day vay
dudi muing. Di buéc vao viia lén tiéng:

— Con Dau dau r6i? Sao c6 may cay
6t ma may khong chiu tuéi dé héo queo
vay? O nha lo choi, c6 méy cai ciy ciing
bd chét. Lai con d€ cho ga hang x6m qua
buoi chai tanh banh. Dau oi!

Con Déu lanh 1anh  Da”

— Sao tao da ddn ma may cd quén?
Nam toa bdy s& gi ma may lam khong
ndi? Dda nao & trong d6? Ua Thay, con

lai choi hoi nao?

Thay ding day li nhi néi:
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— Thua di con mdi lai hoi nay.
— Cé6 xin phép ba Duc Lgi khong?
— Da ¢é.

— Con lai héi di di khéi ha? G, chic
héi di méi di chg. May biia ray di nghi.
Méi mo ra chg biia nay.

Thang Chut dang thiu thiu ngug,
nghe tiéng me 10m com bo day. Di Tam
lai ngoi canh con:

— A! Ut ctia me dau? Ut clia me day
ma. Lai me “thom” Ut mot cai. Me di chg
b6 Ut & nha toi nghiép qua. Chi Dau co
ddnh Ut khong?

Di bé thang Chut lén, tay vo bach
bach lén méng nd. N6 nga dau yén 6n 1én
vai di. That khong con cé su nuong tua
nao thodi mai cho bang. Thuy nghi rang
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h6i nho minh cling dugc ma thuong yéu
nhu vay. Bay gi¢ day thi minh bo vo co
ddc nhu than cay 6t cay ca bi bung xa
khoi bay anh em, dem ra trong & mot
mién dat la, chiu ning mua c6i cut mot
minh.

Di Tam quay lai hoi:

— May hém ray ba Dbric Lgi c6 cho
con di hoc khong?

— Da khong.

— P06... Troi danh. Hen véi nguoi ta
thi ngot x6t cai miéng ma nuot 16i nhu
khong. Bita dem chdu t6i cd chau biét do.
Ba htia cho chau di hoc, di mdi @€ cho
chdu téi 6. Ché néu & day t6 thi thi€u gi
noi. Ma & day t6 thi phai trd luong, mat
lam cling mdt ngan rudi hai ngan ché ai
& khong cong cho ba sai.
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Tam ngd quanh quat roi noi:

— Khong c6 cdi gi cho chéu an choi.
O, c6 may ct khoai lang ba C6¢c méi cho
biia trudc. Dau oi, dem ndu may cu khoai
lang cho con Thay né an véi.

Giong Dau:

— Khoai lang dau niia ma nau? Co
may cl, ndu hom qua hét roi.

Di Tam co vé ngugng:

— May an dau an dudi hét. Co loi
mon gi ra la may chan dau dn hét.

Dau cai:

— Péu phai con dn? Thang Chut no
doi.

— Thoéi, may cdi bay hét. Cai gi may
cling cai dugc hét.
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— Ché sao? Con co an dugc ct nao.
— Thoéi thoi, im bt cai miéng di ba.
Thuy phai hoa giai:

— Con khong doi dau di.

Di Tam lai vO mong thang Chait:

—~ Ut khong biét cii, cdi gi né cling d6
cho Ut hét. N6 cén hét chin miéng, no
dut cho Ut mot miéng. Li con ba Duic
Loi né cé an hiép chau khong?

— Da khong.

— Di coi bo 1t d6 di 1am. Tui n6 dau
cd biét thuong con nha ngheéo? N6 cé
hay danh khong?

— Da khong.

~ U thoi, minh nghéo, gip con ngit
& nhd ngudi ta, minh phai nhudng nhin.
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- Da.

Mot doan truc thiang bay thép, tiéng
ao ao phanh phach lam rung rinh mai
ton. Di Tam nhin ra cta:

— Btia nay chac ¢6 hanh quén I6n.
Truc thang bay ca bay...

Thim nheo mat nhu dang suy nghi
gi do.

— ... Hoi khuya né ba bén tiéng thiét
16n.

Di nhin sang Thuy:
— Chdu c6 nghe khong?
— Da khong.

— 0, tré nho nga say nhu chét. Chic
cd phéo kich ¢ dau phia phi truong. Coi
bao dong ro6i may bay tiép 1én lién... Hom
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ray nghe danh & ngoai minh da lam.
— Di c6 nghe & phia nao khong?

— Nghe ndi Hiéu Xuong, Tuy An déu
c6 hanh quan.

— Con 6 miét Xuan Phudc, Xuan
Long?

— Khong nghe néi. °C trén” chua rit
ma.

— Cé ai & ngoai do vo noi tin tuc chi

khong di?

— Sao mdy hom ray khong gip ai.
May ngudi vo sau ho cu tdp & man Tuy
Hoa, it v6 xa trong nay. Ct nam d6 dgi
dé hoi yén yén thi mo veé. Biia trudc ba
Xa Rdm cé vo tham thang hai Chi & bén
bong Dé. N6 di khéa Ha si quan & bén.
Di nghe ndi ché khong cé gap.
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Ma gdp dé€ lam gi,—Thuy nghi. Tan
hoang, tiéu diét hét ca rdi! Ba, ma, anh,
nha, chudng heo, ldm lda, cay xoai...,
tat cd déu nat vyun hét roi! Thuy nhin ra
nhiing cdy tru rao. Nga nghiéng xiéu veo
loi x0i. Nhiing than cay xam moc, den
dui, nhiing bui c6, nhiing 14 kho, nhiing
rac rudi. That Ia budn ba tiéu diéu.

Thay diing day. Di Tam ndi ngay:

— Chau 6 choi da. Con s6m ma, vé
chi lat date

— Thua di, con xin di c6 hai gio.

— May lam qud xin lam viéc Nha
nuac.

Thay budc lai cam tay con Dau:
— Chi vé nghe Dau?

— Hom nao xin ma xudng chi choi.
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Di Tam:

— N6 cu doi di xuéng hoai ma di
khong cho d6. Pau cé phai nhu nha
minh. Mat cong ho coi chiling, s¢ minh
an cap.

Nu cudi cta Thuay trd nén buon
thém.

— Thua di con Vé.

— U chdu vé. Nhé nghe 16i di. Chiu
an nhan cho qua ngay.
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7

gé btic Lgi diing chong nanh
§ trudc san trong chiing cho
Thay, 6 mot géc rao, dang cam gié lau
nhiing cdy song rao bang xi mang ma
ngudi ta goi la cay lam. That 1a mot viéc
v0 ich. Khong ai lam nhu vay. Bui dudng
bam lén vach, 1én cay rao tru rao la viéc
thudng, va ci mot ndm ngudi ta quét voi
lai mot lan. Nhung ba Duc Loi khong
muon cho Thuy 6 khong. Phai ki€ém viéc
cho né lam, cang nhiéu cang tot. Lau
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quét 1a cong viéc thudng xuyén. Sa-long
moi ngay lau hai lan: mai va chiéu. D¢
1a no6i nhiing ngay khong co khach t6i.
Lau nha thi phai ng6i chom hém ma day
miéng bo ust nudc. Co6 nhiéu lic moi
qua Thay ddy miéng bo chay téi, chay
qua da mot chut, né dai ngudi ra, gugng
khong ndi suyt ndm dai xuéng dit va né
chgt muon nam dai ludn. Chic sé khoe
lam. Nam quach nhu vay di cho bap thit
gian ra, cho hoi thd hoa hoan lai, cho
gan cOt chung xudéng. Nghi nhu vay ma
nd khong ddm, sg nhiing cdp mat bi mat
theo déi no.

Thuay viia lau nhiing cay rdo viia nghi
dén su vo ly. Bui dudng tung lén nhu
khoi ma bat lau cin théan chi tiing mat
cua cdy rao. Dang lé cdm mot cai chdi
quét bui thi phai hon. Con dudng Hong
Bang la con dudng ngang duy nhat cta
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khu Xém Mdi dugc rdi nhua nén bao
nhiéu xe cd déu don chay trén minh nd.
Pau trén nd ndi dai véi con dudng Lac
Long Quan chay mut téi dau thanh pho,
dau dudi n6 ndi véi dudng Ham Nghi
chay thang xudng bién, chay quét ra man
phi trudng, Cau Da nén s6 than chua cta
né dong khong ke xiét. Con duong nhon
nhip ti bon gi¢ sang dén mudi hai gio
khuya. Quan nhan, cong chuc, tu chuc,
hoc sinh, thg ho, thg dién, ma-ma-san...
vot xe xuo0i ngugc hai chiéu. Cac xe Lam
ba banh, xe Daihatsu chéd My tU cta Bé
lén cling tién dudng chay luén nga Hong
Bang. San c6 nhiéu bar, nhiéu 6 nhiéu
déng nam doc trén duong va & miy con
dudng ké can. Moi lan céd xe jeep My
cham cham chay qua, c6 quan nhan My
lang thang dém budc la cac c6 ngoi xam
xit ¢ cac xe nudc O t6i bao vay. Xe bus
ctia hang thau RMK-BR] ché cong nhan
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Phi luat Tan, PDai Han, xe jeep MP My,
MP Dai han, xe GMC ctia nha binh Viét
Nam... Buoi téi cang dap diu hon nta.
Nhiing nha luong thién dugc xe jeep
nha binh, xe Land Rover chinh phu, xe
Toyota tu nhan dau hang day trudc nha.
Khach di téi cac dong thuong git y tu,
it khi cho xe minh dau truéc dong. Phai
dau xa mot chut roi di bo téi. Xe chay
nuom nugp sudt ngay, tung bui nhu dién
thé ma lau chi lau dén cay rao. Chi lau
1a sach ctia sO ctia 16n da du gay xuong
soOng roi.

Tiéng xe gam thét am am, vun vut
lam ngay ngat cai dau. Mot nguoi dan ba
an mdc kha sang trong budc xudng xich
16 di thang lai c6ng. Ngudi dé ngé vao
san thay ba Duc Lgi diing chong nanh
lién goi:

— Chi 0i chi! Ra cho t6i hoi ti.
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Ba Duc Lgi khong trd 16i, quay nhin
cho khéc. Ngudi dan ba tudng ba Dic
Loi khong nghe rd nén goi to hon.

— Chi! Chi! C6 ba cht 6 nha khong?

Ba Dic Loi van khong quay lai. Thuy
bo gié lau ding day, budc ra cdng ngo.
Ngudi dan ba la mat chom téi hoi:

— Em 0i, cho qua hoi chut. Md em c6

& nha khong?
Thuy hoi lai:
— Thua ba, ba mudn hoi ai?
— M4 em.
No ludng lu:
- Ma em?

~ 0. M4 em l... ba chti nha nay.
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Thay chi vé ba Dtc Loi:

— Ba chu nha kia.

— Vay ha? Nhu vay thi khong phai.

— Thua ba, y ba dinh tim ai?

— To6i hoéi ba Trung uy Déan, ngudi Sai
Gon. Nghe néi & so nha nay.

— Chac la ba di 1on duong. Day la
dudng Hong Bang.

Ngudi dan ba nhiu may suy nghi:

— Co 1é. Dé tbi coi lai dia chi. Thoi
cam...

Tiéng ba Duc Lgi goi giat lai:

— Thay! V6 lam cong chuyén. Noi cai
gi ngoai d6? Chuyén ngudi ta ké ngudsi
ta.
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Thay “Da’, 1at dat cui chao ngudi dan
ba roi chay vao. N6 suy nghi vé su ngo
nhan viia r6i. Tai ba Ptc Lgi hom nay
chua kip trang diém, mdc ao canh nhau
nhe va quan My A. Khong cé son phan
boi 1én, da mat ba xdm ngoet. Long may
thi nho tran trui hét. Ba khong c6 cét
cach cia mdt ngudi sang trong. Luc boi
son phén vao, ba dé trong hon, nhung hé
hém nao ba trang diém qua ky thi khudn
mat va dau toc ctia ba trong giong mot
me My vé gia.

Mot budi chiéu c6 hai cdi xe jeep dau
trudc nha. Chuong cdng reo. Bich Liéu
ding & bao lon trén lau la lén:

— CAu vé! Cau veé!

Via la nd viia chay xudng cau thang.
Ba Duc Loi, Bich Hué cling tiu tit chay
ra, lat dat mé cdng, Ong dai Gy map map
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budc vao, ma bet hai canh cdng ra. Hai
cai xe jeep cham cham chay trén 16i di
rai sdi. Bich Liéu chay vu t6i cam tay dng
dai uy.

— Sao bay gi6 cau mdi vé t6i day?

— Tui n6 dap y, dao duong, dung
chudng ngai vat cing khap.

— Cau c6 dung do6 khong?
— Khong.

— Cau vé c6 dugc lau khong cau? —
Bich Hué hoi.

— Hai ngay.
— Sao it vay cau?
— Chuyén nha binh ma.

Ong di lai phia chiéc xe jeep, viia noi:
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— D€ cau lai coi tui n6 chuyén 46
xuéng. E! Coi chiing. Tui bay khiéng coi
chiing.

Bon ngudi linh dang cong lung
khiéng mot con cop don rom tu trén san
xe chuyén xudéng dat Bich Hué la 1én:

— Trdi 0i! Cop 6 ddu ma trong di vay
cau?

Ong dai ty cudi:

— Cop ban chtt cop dau?

— Cau dem vé chi vay cau?
— DE& biéu cho nguoi ta.
Ba Duc Loi:

— Con cop nay to hon con cop ky
trudc ha minh?



202 v Wy

— To hon nhiéu. Ma quy nhat 1a bo
da y nguyén khong c6 16 dan.

— Minh dé biéu ai vay?
— D€ biéu 6ng Tinh Trudng.

Con cop dugc chuyén vao dat &
gitia xa long. Cai miéng dé nhu mau va
ham rang nhe ra. Nhung dang b¢ khong
hung di nhu trong tri tudéng tugng cta
Thay. N6 chi dang di t6i trong moét tu
thé khoan thai. Ti€p theo, nhiing ngudi
linh bo xu6ng nhiing gié 16n dung day
thit nai tuoi va kho, sting nai, nhiing gié
cam, gio chudi, gid mang va nhiing gio
c6 dung nhiéu goi khong biét chua gi
trong dé. Ca nha tiu tit khién Thay thay
minh dung du ra d6. Khong thé dua tay
ra nhac dum nhiing cai gié day u ndng
trich kia. N6 thanh ra bo vo budn ba,
cam thidm thia ndi buon cta ké xa la.
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Ong dai ty thinh thodng quét ngang qua
né mot cai nhin xoi moéi khién né cang
ay nay thém. Khong thé budc ra vong tay
chao nhu trong nhiing cuén sach Luan
ly hay day vay. Boi khong c6 mot khoang
thoi gian trong nao dé€ né chen cai chao
ctia né vao. B&i 6ng dai uy khong céd mot
phut diing yén. Ong buéc t6i, gio tay, trd
lui, ra 1énh, quat thao, nhan mdt, cudi.
N6 yén tam khi c6 tiéng chi bép goi nd
xuong bép sai bo thém 10 than mdi, sai
dé day am nudc, sai mang dao thét cho
chi thai thit.

O phong khach, moi cdi den déu bat
1én sang choang, moi cdi quai déu quay.
Bon ngudi linh nhin bé ngd nhiing mén
trang tri 1ong 13y trong cdn phong. Mot
nguoi linh quen tay cam cdi mua vai lo
dang quat. Ba Dtic Lgi dua géi thudc
1a Kool ra méi ho. Ho chuyén tay nhau
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trinh trong rut diéu thuoc trang tinh. O
noi tai 4o nha binh ctia ho ¢é tho cai dau
ctia goi thuoc Bastos xanh.

Buoi t6i hom dé Thay ron rang theo
chi bép trong viéc nau an, don ban va
rtia chén bat. Noi ay nay vi chua dugc ra
chao 6ng Pai ay cu canh canh bén long
no. Cho dén tdm gio sang hom sau.

Thuy ngoilau san nha & mai hién trén
lau thi nghe c6 tiéng ban bac cuia 6ng ba
Dai uy & trong phong. N6 sé khong dé
y nghe ngéng néu dot nhién n6é khong
nghe tén “Thay” dugc ndi 1én gidia cau
chuyén.

— Con nho dé tén Thuy? — giong 06 6
ctia 6ng Dai uy.

Khong nghe tiéng tra 16i ctia ba. Co
1é ba da gat dau.
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— Thué moi thang bao nhiéu?

— Khoi trd tién luong. Nguoi ta dua
t6i xin & nho.

— Con ai ¢ dau thé?

— Nghe bao gia dinh ¢ vung bi gidc
gia, bi bom dan chét hét. N6 chay thoat
than mo6t minh.

— O mién nao vay?

— Nghe bao & quan Dong Xuan.

— A, toi biét. Thing Tuong con Béc
Ca trudc c6 lam quén trudng quan do.
Nhung sao di ¢ lai khong lay tién luong?

— C6 con me xung la ba con véi no

dan t6i ké 1€ su tinh cta con bé roi xin
cho n6 & d€ minh cho né di hoc dum.

— Thé da cho n6 di hoc chua?
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— To6i cling U ao cho qua chuyén. Bay
vé, hoc hanh gi.

Im lang mot hoi. Co tiéng quet may
quet xanh xach. Chac 6ng Dai uy dang
ban moi di€u thuoc. Thay hoi hop vi dng
Dai uy dang dé cap dén viéc hoc ctia nd.
Co 1é ong sé cho di hoc. Ngudi dan 6ng
thudng quang dai hon ngudi dan ba va
ho coi trong 16i hia hon.

— To6i nghi d€ nd & trong nha bat tién,
— 161 6ng Dai uy.

Thuay giat minh.
— Minh néi sao t6i khong r6.

— Qué nod & ngoai mién do, cdi mién
bat 6n. Lang nd bay gid thudc vé “bén
kia”, minh biét sao ma tin?

— N6 la con nit ma.
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— Thai nay, con nit cing khong thé
tin dugc. L& no...

Tiéng 6ng Dai ty ndi nho lai, Thuy
khong nghe rd. N6 chi con nghe r6 tim

n6 dang dap thinh thinh.

— Toi trong no6 co vé ngay that. Rut
ré nhut nhat, chac b6 me né 1a ngudi cé
tién. Ngudi dem gidi thiéu nd bao rang
bo me nd nha giau.

— Toi da noi, thdi nay biét tin ai? Ba
con trong ho minh con khong tin dugc,
hudng chi... To6i dang van dong di Quén
trudng. Ong Tinh Gng ho, tin tinh cit
nhiac. Lan nay dem vé bi€u 6ng 4y con
cop dé. Trén Bo Tong khong co y kién
tréd ngai, nhung thé nao bén An ninh
cling diéu tra. Do d6 ma t6i ngai khong
muoén dé€ con bé & trong nha.
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Lai im lang. Tiéng 6ng Dai uy tiép
theo:

— Co chut it nghi ng6 gi thi 16 viéc
ctia minh.

— NO cOn con nit ma.

— C1 néi con nit hoai. Biét bao nhiéu
con nit lam gian diép.

Gian diép! Tiéng “gian diép” lam
Thay co ho run 1én. Tudng nhu cé mot
cap mat cta co quan an ninh dang triing
triing nhin nd. Tudng nhu c6 mot ban
tay ciing va lanh dang mé& rong va cham
cham bép vao c6 nd.

— Minh cu khai la n6 & day té cho
minh. N6 c6 phai ba con ctia minh dau
ma minh sg?

— Thi ai cdam minh khai? Cing nhu
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khong ai cdm co quan an ninh nghi ngo
theo doi.

Mot tiéng chdc ludi.
— Vay theo y minh thi nén lam sao?
- Pudi quach né di ra khoéi nha.

Thay giat minh. DPau né chodng
vang. Hai dong nudc mat ran ran chay
1én khoe mat. Than phidn minh sao ma
kho vay? babo vo lai con sap bo vo thém.

— Nhung ma nghi clng ti€éc — 16i
ba Duc Lgi. Minh khoi tra tién cong cho
noé. It gi mot dia nhu vy ciing phai tra
luong nghin rudi mot thang. Con nho &
bé em, chi Mach trén Viét Nam Thuong
tin phai trd mdi thang dén hai nghin. Bay
gio ngudi 6 khoé tim lam.

— Nhung minh khong thé ham cai
lgi nhé ma bo cai lgi 16n.
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— Trudc day tui con gai miét ngoai
vao xin & dong. Cu téi ga don, chuyén
tau nao cling c6 vai chuc dia. Bay gio &
ngoai dé ciing c6 viéc lam. Quan déi My
ui dat lam phi trudng, cac nha thau lua
mudén ngudi khong bé du.

— Thay ké. Biét lam sao.

— Hay la minh dem n¢6 1én cho 6 trén

A ol

cO Bay.

— Bay vé chi cho thém rac r6i. Roi
16 c6 chuyén chi, ho truy nguyén ra, lai
ciing ket cé tén minh trong d6. Chuyén
bé xé ra to, hoi do c6 hoi cling khong kip.

Giong ba Dtic Lgi ludng lu:
— O thoi, tuy cau.
— Phai dut khodat ngay di.

— Cling phai sap dit...
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— Co cai gl ma sap dat? Bao no goi
quan 4o di ngay. V€ nha ba con cua nd.
Nha ba con cua né cd & gan day khong?

— Nghe néi 6 khu May nudc, Dong
Dua chi dé.

— NO di dau ké nd, mién la n6 di ra
khéi nha minh.

— Di lién bita nay ha?

— Cht con dogi bia nao ntia? Minh
giai quyét le di. Khong chan chi gi niia
hét.

- D€ no gidt git da. Budi sang nhiéu
cong chuyén. Con phai lau nha va ca mot
thau quan do.

— CoOn tham ntia.

— O ¢ thoi. DE t6i ra bao noé.
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Hai trong mat cua Thuy da uét nhoe,
nudc mat chdy rong rong trén doi ma.
Gié lau, mat gach hoa, lan can sat, cta
phong... tat cd déu md ao, xoay vong.
Thay c6 diing day nhung hai dau goi né
moi ra roi ho nd sap stia nga nhoai trén
mat gach.
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@rong nam ngay tré vé & noi
nha Di Tam, Thuy da thay ro
muc d¢ tung thiéu ctia Di. Lugng com
an khong doi dao va Di Tam phai lay
né la minh no roi dé bd bat daa ding
day trudc. Chi c6 cu Chut 1a dugc ngodi
sau cung v6i mot bat com con day. Dau
vét son sOt vao ddy noi, nhdt khong sot
nhting hat com dinh rdi rdc va viia dung
day vtia nhin bat com cua cu Chut mét
cach thom thém. Gao lai tang gid va nghe
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con doa sé tdng gid nita. Mon an chinh
chi cé com, con dob an thi leo téo mot bat
mam, mot dia rau luc nén khong thé an
d6 an thay com. O nha ba Ptic Lgi, Bich
Liéu va Bich Hué dn moéi biia chi lung
hai bat bai phai dé danh bung ma an do
an, ngon va bé hon com.

Nghi dén ba Duc Loi, Thay chot nhé
lai budi sang hom do, lién sau khi nhan
su phan quyét ctia chong, ba Buc Lgi mé
ctia di ra. Luc bay gio Thuy da bé thau
nudc di xa mot chat va 1am lai lau nha.
Ba bdo n6 dem dep thau dep gié. Ba di
theo sat gét no. Xudng dudi nha, ba béo
no6 thu don quén éo.

Cong viéc lam mau trong nhdy mat
bdi mot ntia s6 quan 4o nd da mac trén
minh. Ba luc trao cho n6 mot cdi tui giay
trén c6 in may chit BULGUR, mét 1a c6
My va hai ban tay nam nhau. Ba bao né
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bo quan 4o vao dd. Ba bao né di tim cai
nén. Va cudi cung la nhat lénh:

— Thoi, hom nay cho may vé luén &
v6i Di Tam may. Tao khong nudi niia.
Nghe r6 khong?

- Da.

— Duing ¢6 lai day ntia nghe khong?
Bao véi Di Tam may tu hau clng dling
lai day chi nita nghe khong?

- Da.

Thuy ngé 1én lau. Ba buc Lgi don vy,
noi:

— Thoi, khong can lén chao 6ng lam
chi. Ong con ngt.

— Thua ba con 1én chao chi Liéu chi
Hué.
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— Thoéi chdng can. Ching n6 ban hoc.

Thuy quang quai ndn 1én vai, ddt tui
ao quan xuong canh chan, vong tay thua:

— Thua ba con Vé.

Ma nhi, vé dau? Co6 nha ctia qué
huong dau ma vé? Cdn choi caa Di Tam
khong da dé€ hai dda con ngheo nan cua
Di ki€m dt miéng dn. Khong cé du mot
cai giuong dé cho dat lung. Chi bép di
chg. Khong c6 ai dé né chao niia. Bon
anh linh ng6i hut thudc & duéi nha xe.

Ba Dtic Lgi di theo nd ra cong. Ra
khoi céng, né quay lai chao va ba “U”
mot tiéng. Sau dd ba khoa ctia, yén tam
di vao.

Di Tam ngac nhién khi thay Thuy
xach tai gidy di vao nha. Con Dau chay
ra mung:
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— Chi Thuy, chi dem cho cdi gi do6?

Di Tam cing dang mo tudéng mot
mon qua gi nén cat tiéng hoi:

— Con dem cdi gi vé doé?

Su ngd nhan lam Thuy cuc thém.
Biét tra 10i sao? Ai nd, ai ¢t can ddm lam
that vong nhiing, mong udc tran tré kia?
T6i nha ai ma cam tai gidy la cha nha
nghi rang c6 mot mén qua minh dem
theo trong d6. Dén thing Chuat ciing
lting chiing budc lai gan gic ban tay nho
xiu ra xin. Lung tang, kho so, tuyét vong,
Thay 6a ra khdc khong gitt dugce. Di Tam
tudng Thuy dau yéu chi, voi va ding day:

— Sao vay con?

Thay béu bao, viia noi viia nac 1én
tiing hoi:
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— Ba Dai ay... tc dc... n6i khong nuoi
con... Uic dc... ntia. Biéu... Uc tuc... vé.

— Sao vay? Con cé lam diéu gi quay
sao?

— Da... tc uc... khong.

— Cé lam hu hao gi ctia nguoi ta?
— Da khong.

— C0 16 dai an cap mon gi...

Thay lac ddu manh nhu muén phui
gip, gat gp, dudi xa cdi tiéng “an cap’»
ghé tom do.

— Khong, con khong déi nao an cap.
M4 con dan...

Di Tam biét minh 16 161, voi chan
ngay
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— Do la Di néi phong vay. Con con
nho dai, sg doi khi nghe 16i xai dai cta
ngudi 16n. Di biét con ngay thang.

Qua con xuc dong, Thuy ti mi k€ lai
nhiing sy viéc xay ra, ké ca nhiing diéu
no6 1én nghe 6ng ba Dai ay ban tinh véi
nhau. Cu ting chdp Di Tam kéu lén “Trdi
oi! Troi 0i”! nhu dé danh d4u cham cau.

Di Tam cu dau ré ré tu nta thang
nay, khong di lam phu ho dugc. Nhiing
ngay di lam dugc thi tién cong ciing chi
du phui ltm hang ngay nén hé uon yéu
thi thi€u thon lién tay. Phai nhu & nha
qué thi Thay va Dau c6 thé ra song ra
lach mo bat con 6¢ con tép, ra dong nhd
rau dén rau ma vé€ ludc an tri bita. Bang
nay 6 thanh pho thi chi cé cat va réac.

Mot btia Di Tam goi Thuy lai ndi
riéng:
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— Di thay con an uong thi€u thon,
thiét Di khong ng. Ma biét lam sao, nha
tung qua. Hay 1a dé Di gdi con 1én & tam
trén nha thim Sau & trén Dién Khanh.
Thim Sau bia trudc c6 ghé lai nha minh
dé. Con con nhé khong?

Thuay diing suy nghi.

— Thim ghé lai biia chiéu tréi mua
doé. Thim lam nghé trang banh trang.

Thuy gat gat dau.
— Da con nhé roi.

— Thim Sau chi c6 hai vg chong kho-
ng, khong con. Nha trang banh trang, xac
bun. Biia trudc, hoi Di dua chan thim ra
veé thim c6 hoéi con 1a con ai. Di noéi rd
cdng chuyén cua con va thim uéc ao nha
thim c6 mét dia nhdé nhu con vay. Di
khong muoén d€ con di béi Di con nhé
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vu ba Duc Lgi. Di tudng nghi ngoi vai
bda thi di [am tré lai dugc, di chau rau
chao v6i nhau, ai ngd cd uon uon kiéu
nay, thay cuc kho than chau qua. Thoi,
dé di nhan thim Sau xudng va con 1én &
tam trén thim. TU t€ thi & 1au, khac bac
thi chau vé day. Ma ndi chéd, thim Sau
cling ngudi hién lanh.

Thay khong c6 y kién. Bon ngay sau,
thim Sau t6i. Thim gay 6m, da den dui.
Miéng hoi ho. Thim néi!

— Dugc lam ché! Cho nd 1én & trén
tui. Nha hai vg chong khong, dau cé cong
1én chuyén xudng gi.

Di Tam:

— N tay chun hoc tro, hoi gio chua
quen chiu khé.
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— Chi khéi lo. Tui nu6i n6 lam con
cling dugc. Hé khong ai nhan thi tui nudi
ludn lam con cling dugc.

— Tanh nd nhut nhat, it an it noi.

— U6 cdi chi nay. B6 ngudi ta an tuoi
nudt song nd hay sao? Thoi, em em...

Thim ngoat tay kéu Thuy rdi quay
sang di Tam:

— Con nho tén gi vay chi ?
— No tén Thuy.

— O Thay! — thim quay lai vé phia
Thay, — Ne Thuy! Em vo6 lay quan 4o roi
di theo thim. Em 1én & trén thim rdi coi.
Hét mudn vé nha.

Thuy lay gdi quan 4o va chay tim cai
nén. Dau hoi:

— Di dau vay chi Thuay?
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Di Tam:

— Chi Thuy lén choi trén thim Sau.
— Cho con di vdi.

— Khong dugc. Con 6 nha dé am em.
— Con am em di theo.

— Xa lam, di sao dugc. D€ biia nao
r6i ma dan di.

Khi tién chin thim Sau ra ngo, di
Tam dé tay 1én vai né:

— Con lén 6 trén thim... dling buon.
Lau lau di 1én tham. Thim hién lanh coi
con nhu con.

Thuy chi tra 16i dugc bang mét tiéng
“Da” nghen ngao. Ra khoéi ngo, di Tam
con diing ngo theo cho dén khi hai ngudi
di khuat.
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Pén bén xe Lam, thim Sau ddy Thuy
leo lén mot chiéc xe con trong va thim
leo 1én ngoi canh. Ké bén Thuy la mot
nguoi dan 6ng diing tudi dang dua canh
tay niu 14y mot thanh sat chay doc theo
tran xe. Cdi 40 so mi trang cti da doi sang
mau vang va tiét ra mui mo hoi nong néc.
Thuay bi ngdi ép chat qua khién cdp dui
chiing nhu giep lai. Trudc mat Thay cé
ba ngudi dan ba ban cd dang loay hoay
x€p nhiing chiéc don ganh xudng san xe.
Thuy dodn 1a ban cd vi mui tanh ndng
phéng phat trong xe. Nhiing ngudi dan
ba that bao ngugc. Cu ty tién xoay trd,
g6 don ganh 16¢ cdc vao mat ca, vao c6
chan ngudi khac.

Khi xe da chat nghet khong con cho
chen chén, 6ng tai méi r6 mdy cho xe
chay. Xe 1 ach chay qua nhiing dudng
pho. Xe nhun nhay khi bo ra téi ngoai
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0. Poan dudng Vinh H6i Pha Vinh
day nhiing ho viing, chua kip rai da rai
nhya nén xe chay vong, thung xe rung
doéi thanh tiéng dong am 1. Co6 hoi phai
tranh doan cong voa nha binh Pai Han
di ngugc chiéu, tai x€ lat dat lai cho xe
chay tdm vao mot céi bling. Dén khi bo
1én, xe bo khong néi. My no re re roi
chgt rong 1én, rdi hu 1én, xe nhich 1én
vai tac roi tut lui. Giai phap chot dugce ap
dung:

— Xin mdi ba con xuéng dum. Xin
lam on xu6ng dum.

Cai xe mét moi dod, cudi cung cling
dén noi. Thim Sau xudng xe, dan Thay di
loanh quanh.

Nhiing cdn pho6 bay bién hang héa
vay quanh mot cdi chg. Chac nha thim
khong phai la may can phé do dau, Thay
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nghi. i modt lat t6i nhiing can nha gach
thap. C6 hy vong nha thim la mét can
nha gach nay. Thim néi lén & trén thim
thi sung suéng quén vé ma. Nhung thim
ci mai miét di khong chiu dling lai. Hét
doan nha gach dén nhiing can nha tra-
nh. Nhiéu cay 6 ma, cay mang cau dung
§ trudc san. U, & day cling tha. Tuy la
nha tranh nhung c6 bong cdy. Thuy nhé
nhiing con chim budi sang hay bay dén
dau trén canh cay d€ tim mo sau. Chung
cat tiéng hat. Ngoi ¢ dudi san ma nhin
nhiing con chim thi that vui mét. O, céi
nha nay cd bay ga con di xung quanh
con ga me. Thiy dé thuong ghé. Tiéc
thay lai khong phai la nha thim. Chac la
cai nha phia truéc mat kia. Cai nha do
nhd nhung ngd ciing dé thuong, c6 cay
bong gidy bo 1én tru ctia ngd nd nhiing
chum hoa do that dep. Nhung sao di qua
ngo thim lai di luon? Thé nha thim con
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¢ xa ntia a? Hét nhiing ngdi nha tranh
r6i ma. O ding kia chi thiy nha ton thoi.
Mai ton hat anh mat troi tao thanh nhiéu
mat trdi khac choi loa trudec mat. Vach
dat va nén rat thap. Hang rao 1a nhiing
doan day kém gai cong veo hay la nhiing
cay tru nghiéng nga 16i x0i. Thim Sau
budc vao moét can nha nhu vay. Thuy that
vong nhung tu an i lién: Thoi, mién la
thim dn & hién lanh “coi minh nhu con”
Nguoi ngheo thuong c6 long nhan dic
hon nguoi giau.

Chu Sau la mdt ngudi dan 6ng cling
nho thé va cling gay go nhu thim. Chu
dang ngodi bét dudi dat loay hoay stia
chtia moét cai vanh r6. Ngudc 1én thay
thim vé ma khong té vé mung. Y nhu
nhin mdt ngudi la. Ca sy hién dién cta
Thuy bén canh thim ciing khong lam cho
chu ngac nhién. Cha lai chdm chu nhin
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xuong cong viéc. Thay nghi dén nhiing
ngay sap téi minh phai song canh mot
nguoi lanh dam nhu vay.

Thim Sau lam nghé trang bdnh
trang. Ga gay hai lan phai day xay bot.
Piu canh tu thi bat tay vo trang, trang
cho t6i mdt troi ding bong. Vua trang
vua sap ra vi dé€ phoi. Phai bat tay lam
viéc hoi con khuya dé mo sang c6 banh
dem dém cho cac quan. Budi x€, nguoi
thi lo xac bun, ngudi thi lo di chg. Thim
Sau x€p dat cho Thuy lanh viéc xay bot.
Thim néi:

— Ché con dau cé biét lam chuyén
chi khac? Trang banh thi phai chuyén
mon. Phai déu tay khong cé chd day cho
mong, ngdi trong ltia cuc lam. Chi cé
cht may mdi chiu dung ndi, Thim ciing
dau hang.
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Trang banh ngdi bén lta thi cuc thiét
dé nhung xay bot khong phai 1a khong
cuc. Nhat 1a phai day hoi ga gay hai lan.
Lam sao ma biét d6 1a 1an thi hai con ga
gdy? Ai ndy cung ngu, roi chgt giat minh
bdi tiéng con ga thé ma biét no gay mot
lan hay hailan thi cting la. Thay thac mac
nhung thim Sau thi qua quyét. Hé thim
noi ga gay hai lan thi phai dung hai lan,
phdi dung canh hai, phdi dung ba gio
khuya. Cé6 lan thim dap Thuy day vi ga
gay hai 1an r6i. Thay bac can cdi, vét gao
dé vo xay. Co ke cut kit, tiéng giang xay
hat mot diéu budn ba do con hai thét coi
thi phu hoa bang mdt giong ghi ghi... ghi
ghi. Hét nha nay t6i nha khac. Cay den
dau ti mu trong dém nhu cting budn ngt
theo diéu hat cta cai giang xay. Tiéng ga
gdy tiing chap kéu goi nhau 6 o tii nha
nay sang nha kia, ti x6m trén xuoéng xém
dudi, ron ra inh 6i mot hoi réi im lim.
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Roi sau dd chling mét gio, chung khdéi su
gay lai, cing inh 6i, cing do6i dap nhau
trinh trong, chuyén vang khap xém, roi
chgt im. Hét nha thid sdu, nhin ra ngoai
trGi van toi thui. Tiéng ngdy ctia chu Sau
kho kho r6 ro rot rot nhu tiéng kéo go.
Moi lan thi sang nha thi sau cha da day
nhum lda.

Sang dén nha thu bay, tht tam troi
van con t6i. Pung la thim Sau da tinh
16n. Ga c6 nhiéu con gay 4u. Dang ngu,
chgt giat minh la gay lién. May con khéc
nghe tiéng gay ciing mat nham mat ma
gdy theo.

Tuy vy ma sang ra thim ciing khong
nhan 16i. Clng cu cai ldy dugc.

— Tai sao do6 chd, tao hoi gid dau co
noi sai?
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— 'Thi con xay hét tdm nhd ma troi
van con toi mo.

— May noi sao do, ché tao gan bon
muoi tudi trén dau, tao khong biét ga
gdy may lan sao may?

Thay im ldng khong ddm ndi niia,
ngac nhién vi thai d¢ cua ngudi 16n.
Dang 1é ct nhan 1a minh da nghe lam,
nhu vy c6 sao dau? Co ai bat dén, bat
boi thudng dau ma phdi gia miéng noi
do6i? Thuy nghi ti€p: Phai chi c6 moét cai
dong ho chuong!

Chu Sau ngo6 bo lanh dam vay ché
ngudi khong xiu. An céi gi chu ciing
cho. Ct chang tdm gio sang chu nghi tay
sai Thay ddm moét c6i nudc mam 6t that
cay rdi chu bay ra sang nhiing cdi banh
u6t bi rach. Chua an sdng v6i nhiing tac
pham bi loai bé do ctia chu. Chu chia
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phan banh cho Thuy va d€ danh phan
cho thim. Budi x€ cht hay uéng nudc tra
v6i mot gdi keo. Chu cho Thuy may vién
vua noi:

— An keo chd khong dugc udng nudc
tra. May ma uong nudc tra, l6n ghién
nhu tao thi may kho. Bting c6 ghién cai
gi hét la hon. Tao nho Troi khong ghién
trau ghién thuoc. Vay ma khong tranh
khéi ghién tra. May coi, thim Sdu may
do, ghién trau bo khong ndi. Hé thiéu
trau la ba ngoi ba ngap.

Thay noi:

— D€ thim &n trau cho vui miéng
thim ché. Ciing nhu thu tiéu khién vay.
O duéi phé ngusi ta tiéu khién bing xi-
né va cai luong. Ton tién di lam.

Giong chu lung lo:
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— Nhin thudéc mua trau, nhin trau
mua rugng.

Thim quay lai hoi:

— Ong nhin thudc vay con trau cta
ong mua dau?

Chu cudi hé hé:

— Thi con trau day. Tui la con trau
ctia ba ché coOn con trau nao naa?

Chu thim khong con nén cdn nha
thiét buon. Hoi chua c6 Thuy t6i 6, khong
biét can nha con budn t6i mic nao. Hai
nguoi cud lui lai lam viée, it ai néi chuyén
vé6i ai. C4 1€ vi ho déu dm y€u ma viéc
lam cuyc nhoc, hé bé tay ra thi da mét ra
r5i hét con cdi thu néi chuyén. Hai ngudi
nhu hai cdi bong den nho luét am tham
trong can nha téon thap nhd. D€ c6 chod
xay 1o trang banh va ddt c6i xay bot, chu
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phai che thém mot cai chai nho, mot cai
chai viia thap vtia hep. Chuing muéi gio
sang thi stic néng tu mai ddi xuéng va tu
10 tda ra, tu cdi chdo gang day nudc sdi,
ttr cdi mdt khuon, ti cdi vung cho di chi
cai xoay, cay ghim... chd nao nhu ciing
hiing huc toat ra hoi néng. Chu Sau nhu
con cha rinh ddt trén vi nuéng. That khé
ma map béo nodi. Con cha rinh hay con ca
com khi dat 1én vi d€ nuéng co ram lai,
déu thu nho ngudi lai. Song thudng xuy-
én trong mot moi truéng néng bic nhu
vay nén cha Sdu khong nghién thuoc 14
la phai. Da cé mot 16 lia di doi ké do thi
con dot chi mét ddm Ita nhd nia trén
moi?

Bita com & nha thim Sdu xting ddng
goi la mdt blia com bdi vi nd dugce sap
ddt tuom tat. Ngot mot nam nay Thuay
chua hé dugc ngdi trudc mdt biia com
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nhu viy. G nha ba Dtic Loi thi bita com
gom nhiing mon an du & nha trén thai
xuong. Nhiing dia thuc dn nhu vay thi
trong hodc qua thiia hodc qua thiéu. Mot
dia day nhiing cang va que ctia con cua
thi dang la thtta. Chling nhu mot mé
nhting do6 phu tung cua bay cua di qua
bd rét lai. Mot dia goi con du bi nhat gap
hét thit chi con lai rau va dua thi that
thiéu thon tham thiét. Dai khai thi dia
nao ciing du nhiing phan vo6 ich: vay c4,
xuong ca, c6 chan va ban chan bo cau,
mo ga... va thiéu nhiing phan ngon lanh.
Mot bita com nhu vay khong ra mot biia
com niia. D6 la mot bai chién trudng
trén d6 ngén ngang nhiing xac, toi boi
nhting 14. Biia an noi nha di Tam thi la
két qua cua mot su guong gao, mot sy
chap va. Lic nao cling c6 kém mot phu
dé: O, 4n do d6 r6i chiéu hiy hay... Coi
con cai gi trong chan khong... Ké nd,



b g ihtto b | 237

bung chén mudi 6t ra an tam cling dugc,
ché khong hon hoi nao chay gidc nhin
déi sao? Nhiing cdi da day ddi bat chap
phu dé. Nhung mot dua bé da tling song
phong luu nhu Thuy bao gio cling cdm
thay ué€ oai khi ngdi nhin mam com nhu
vay. Mam com nha thim Sau chu dao
hon. Lic nao ciing sap xép c6 qui tac.
Co6 mon kho, mén rau, moén canh. Thinh
thodng c6 mon xao, dau c6 héom chi la
xao bun banh trang. Ngay Ram, mong
Mot cha thim bay mot mam cung céc
dang nén biia dn c6 thit heo xat phay, c6
g6i bap chuoi hay dua leo. Thét lalan dau
tién ti khi xa nha Thuy méi dugc ngodi
ngay ngan trudc mot mam com sap khai
mac. B&i vi bao gio dn cha Sau ciing kéu
ca thim, cd Thay cung vao ngoi mot lugt.
Cht c6 cdi triét ly cua chu. Biia an la biia
quan trong. Trdi danh con tranh bia an.
Khong biét chua lién hé bang cach nao
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vG6i cau chuyén 6ng Thién Loi chd danh
thang bat hiéu dang an com d& dang ma
chu nhat dinh bat moi ngudi cling ngoi
chung mam rdi mdéi khéi sy cung dan mot
lugt.

Thim Sau ndi thi tot ma khi xu su
thi thua chd. Thim no co6 tinh ham hon,
tham cong tiéc viéc ntia. Sau nhiéu lan
1an 16n ga gay mot lan véi ga gay hai lan,
Thay dam ra nghi, ¢6 1€ thim mudn né
day cho thit s6m hon ntia dé xay xong
sém thing gao gut roi thim sé sai nd
chuyén khéac. Gan nhu sai né khong hé
tay. Nhiéu hom chu phai can thiép:

— Sai vilia viia vay. N6 con nho.

— Mudi hai tudi ma con nho. G nha
qué chting do tuoi da xay lda gia gao.

- D6 1a chuyén doi xua, hoi ba con
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nho. Chu thdi nay ai con gia gao xay lua
ntta? Lang nao x0m nao cing c6 may
xay.

— Khong gia gao xay lua thi di cay, di
lam cd, di mot, di chan bo.

— Hoi trudc me né giau, nd dau co
biét lam 1a. Ké no, no lam dugc chuyén
gi thi nd lam.

Thim Sdu lén giong sa sa:

— Thi tui c¢6 bat nd lam cai gi thai
qua dau? Cé may coi bot chd bao nhiéu.
Miéng dn thi dau goi phai bo ché.

Chu Sédu thuong nhin méi khi thim
to tiéng. Thuy mting thay chu biét diéu
nhu vay. Néu hai vg chong cai nhau to,
di dén danh nhau ndm va la lang thi chac
chan ké khé nhat sé 1a né.
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Su xay bot cho n6 moét kinh nghiém
v€ moi cong viéc & doi. Kéo cai gidng
xay chi ndng c6 vong dau, roi sau do
thi nd cu theo cai trén ma van chuyén.
That nhe nhang. Nhung ding ddy chting
mudi phut thi moi chéan, hai muoi phut
thi ra goi, mot gio thi bai hoai tu chi. N6
ty nha: “May la ti xua t6i gio minh chua
ray oan chi &

Nha thim Sdu c6é nudi ba con heo
dé 1gi dung nudc vo gao va nudc ria coi
bot. Moi lan mang chdu cam ra cho an,
chiing n6 xay chung quanh Thuy va ngoat
lia lia nhting cai duoi. Thuy dat cho moi
con mot tén. Con Bach c6 bo long trang
héu. Con Va c6 mdt mang long den trén
lung va mot cdi dudi uén cong nhu 1o
x0. Con “Tham dn” luc nao cling tranh
gianh tho mom vo chau cam dau tién.
Con nao gianh véi n6 thi né quay lai can
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lién. Hau nhu ba con heo 1a ban choi cua
Thay. Khi nao mang cdm ra cho an, Thay
cling hay dung ndi chuyén v6i chung no.

~ B! Tham 4n, may dung xich ra dé
cho cho ban may an véi ché.

— Un in! Gn in! Chic né mudn néi:
khoan da! Khoan da!

— Bach! Nam xu6ng. Chi gai cho.

— Ut! Ut! Chi gdi dum ché nay. Chd
nay ché.

— Va oi! Thoi dung i nta. Chi danh
do.

— Ut éc! Uc éc! D€ cho em nghich

choi mot chut ma. Buing ddnh em tdi ng-
hiép.

Thim Sdu du tinh tuong lai vé6i ba
con heo dé. Thang Chap kéu chu Xin téi
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bat. Theo gia thit biia nay thi cam mat
cling mot tram hai chuc ngan dong. Lay
tién dé sta lai cai nha.

Chu Sau:

— Con Thuy chiu khé cho heo an.
Thang Chap ban heo, thim may may cho
mot cdp bi -sO-ma.

Thay cudi:

— Py-ja-ma ché chu.
Chu cudi theo:

- O, bi-ja-ma.

Thim noi:

— Con bay may do Tay do Dam niia.
O day ban ai coi? May ba ba ban duogc
roi.

Chu:
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— N6 tré nho, may 4o dam cho né
mung.

Thim 16n tiéng:
— May roi ban v6i ai? Ban di dau?

— Thi minh ¢ may cho né, con né
ban di dau, ké né ché.

— Cu noi gido cho gidc. Cu bay noi
gido cho gidc.

Thay khong con ngac nhién vé 16i
dan ap cta thim. Chi budn cudi cho hai
nguoi. Chac chua r6 py-ja-ma la cai kiéu
ao ra lam sao ma da lat dat cai nhau roi.

Mot hom, nham ldc Thim di cho con
chu di lai try sé Thon dé déi to khai gia
dinh thi & nha con Tham an can gianh
an v6i con Bach. Bach bi can dau qua
hong hoc chay, ui troc ludn hai cay rao
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chuong ro6i chay vot ra ngoai. Thuy sg con
Tham an va con Va san 16 tréng chay ra
ludén nén lat dat lay da dong chac cay rao
chuodng lai cho ct. Khi chay ra tim con
Bach thi no6 da di ra khoi san, tung ton di
ra cong, di lot ra ngoai duong. Thuy chay
theo kéu lén:

— Ut ut! Bach oi! Ut ut.

Con Bach tra 161 “Ut ut” nhung ct
con dudng trudc mat lam lai di. Thuy
chay theo thi n6 cling chay. L nho dting
choi dé thay con heo di ngoai dudng lién
vO tay reo muing viia chay dén xem. Con
Bach sg, lai vut hong hoc chay. Thuy kéu
lén:

— Ba con dudi dum con heo lai. Nho
ba con dudi dum con heo lai. Tui bay!
Chay di choi choé khac. Di theo lam heo
tao sg.
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Mot ngudi dan ba di ngugc chiéu
vung tay hui hui lam con heo diing lai.
Nguoi do dudi tiép, nd quay dau. Thay
cd két qua, ngudi doé chay t6i may bude
va con heo dam dau chay. L nho cudi ré
1én, vo tay reo to:

— Chay vé roi! Chay vé roi!

Tiéng vo tay, tiéng reo lam con heo
phét sg, khong chay thang dudong ma
chun tudt vo hang rao nha ngudi ta, chay
lot vao vidn. Bon con ché & trong san ua
ra, bao vay con heo, gam gu nhe nhiing
ham rang trang va nhon. Con heo quay
t6i quay lui tha thé. Tinh thé that khé
khan. Pu6i mot con heo chua xong, nay
thém bén con chd ma minh sg, roi con
mot néi bo nha khong ai coi. L nhd thi
ct reo ho, dgi mdt cudc xap chién gitia
heo va cho6. Nhin quanh quat khong thay
c6 ngudilén nao dé€ nan ni nho. Gitia luc
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hau nhu tuyét vong do, chgt c6 tiéng ctia
thang Deo:

—~ U4 ngao gugt con eo ctia Y hé?

— Khong c6 dtia nao rugt hét. No say
chuong.

— Ong dém d6 udi dia hé?

— S¢ ch6 qua, khong dam vo duoi.

— E ui do6 uoi dum.

~ O, may v6 dudi dum ra. Tao cdm
on lam.

Thang Deo viia ndi ngong viia deo
chan. Cha n6 mé vg nhd bd me né va hai
anh em no. N6 phai téi 6 nho 6ng Bac
né. Ong Béc cho di chan bo. Nhiing budi
sang mang dia t6i mua banh ué6t vé cho
con 6ng Bac an di€ém tam, nd biét Thuy.
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Thiang Deo di tting budc nhoc nhan
da di hét vong rao, vo téi san. Tay no cam
mot nhanh cay day 1la. May con cho6 nhin
né sua d6ng ong ché khong dam lam di.
N6 gic canh 14 [tia con heo. Con heo ngo-
an ngodan di theo hudng n¢ lua. Di qua
san. Di ra ngd. Ra dudng. Di doc theo
con dudong. i vé nha thim Sau. Thang
Deo biét r6 nhiing viéc n6é phai lam. Di
qua khoi ngd, né quay lai goi Thuy:

—Y do6 mau € 6ng ctia ngai.

Thuy lat dat chay vo va dong lién ctia
lai. Y s¢ con heo né lai rugt chay nita.
Thang Deo biét ma vai cay song chudng
dé16 trong cho con heo chun vé. Roi biét
déng kin lai. N6 noi v6i Thuy:

— Ngdy cam cho ng6 an, € ngo oi.

Thuy chay di ldy cam pha vao chau
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nudc com dem cho con Bach. Xong cong
viéc thang Deo hoi:

— U au, im au?

— Chu thim tao di khoi. Chu ra tru
s6, thim di chg. Sao bita nay may khong
lua bo?

~ Ua dia g6i. Oi, ui dia.
— May vé ha? Ngoi choi da ché.
- O gau 6ng 4nh.

— Ai biéu may di choi lau cho 6ng
danh? Thoi, may vé di. Tao cdm on may
nghe khong? Khong cé may thi tao chac
bi don ndng. Thé nao con heo ciing bi
boén con cho vay can. Tao cam on may
lam.

Budc chan deo cua nd di nghiéng
nga trén san. N6 quay lai cudi:



INhanhionegphiculbars| LT

- Amongié 6.

Cai ludi cta nd nhu ciing deo theo
cai chan.
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9

Nuﬁng su nhoc nhan gam dan
stic luc cua Thuy. Ngay nao
cling thuc day hoi ga gay hai lan, xay cho
hét thung gao vo roi ti€p theo do lac xac
ca ngay nhiing viéc quét nha, xach nudc,
bung banh ra quén, bung vi ra phoi, g
banh, xac bun, ndu com, don com, rtia
chén, cho heo an. Khong phai no6 lanh
lam tron moi cong viéc, — ngoai tri viéc
xay bot, riia chén va cho heo an, — ma
n6 phai mo tay phu gitup vao moi viéc.



252 ] wEksy

Mot hom no6 nga ddy véi mot su mét
moi da dugi. N6 ué oai d6 gao vao coi,
ué oai kéo giang xay. Thét coi da nghe
sao nang hon moi ngay va du dem hét
stic luc dé day t6i va kéo lui ma chiing
nhu no6 chay rat cham. Cai trén nhiéu
lac bi dut ngang, bat budc nd phai gia
thém stic dé€ hodc kéo lui hodc day tdi.
Xay dugc ba nha thi mo6 hdi nd tudn ra
uét dam nhom nhép noi ¢6, noi lung.
Hoi thé gap va nhip tim dap clng gap.
Co luc no6 chot cam thdy mot luong lanh
chay nhanh theo cdt xuong séng chay
tda ra hai vai. Stic ndng ctia ngudi né de
1én tay nam cua cai gidng xay, cang luc
cang dé nang hon... Tri 6c hoang mang
khong con nhan thic sang suot dau la
cai den dau hiu hat, dau 1a cai 10 trang
banh. Moi vat chip chon trudc mat,
quay cudng xung quanh va téi mot lan
muc vo hinh nao d6 thi n6 mat hét cam



Nirbmong hito b | 253

gidc. Ngudi n6 nhu chgt nhe hiang di. N6
nghe mo ho mot tiéng «ram». Va sau do
n6 khong con biét gi niia.

Khi m& mat raj né ngac nhién sao
thdy minh nam trong giuong. Mii cay
va nong va thom mui dau Nhi thién
dudng. Tran, mang tang cling vay. Canh
no, thim Sau dua nhiing ngén tay cha
xat vao mang tang. Chu Sau ding 6 chan
giudng tay cam mot ve dau khac mau
nudc xanh. Chac la dau khuynh diép.

Thay né md& mat, thim hoi ngay:

— Sao? Con thay trong minh ra sao?

Biét ra sao ma no6i? Chi thay mét.

— Da con mét.

Chu Sau hoi:

— Con c6 thay doi bung khong?
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— Da khong.

— Sao con bi té vay?
— Con khong biét.
Thim Sau noéi:

— Chu thim nghe moét cai “ram” lat
dat chay xudng thi thiy chdau nam dai. S¢
hét hon. Hoi nhé ¢é bi mac kinh phong
khong?

— Kinh phong la cdi gi con khong
biét.
— Kinh phong la trgn trang con mat,

xui lo tay chan, sui bot miéng bot mép.

— Da khong cé. Hoi gio con khong
cO vay.

— Thim hét hon. Phai am chau lén
day. Boi gan hét ntia ve dau Nhi thién
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dudng chdu mdi tinh.

Con bénh tudng dau qua loa, thim
dua moét vién thuoc dan nhén cho Thuy:

— Nuo6t vo roi uong theo miéng nudec.
Trum mén cho ra mo hoi roi chiéu hét.

— Thim bé vién thudc vo trong nudec.
— Cho no bay riia hét sao?
— Khong sao dau. Con biét ma.

Udng thudc xong, trum mén, mo hoi
ra nhu tam nhung chiéu khong hét. Ma
trdi lai, néd ndng mé man. Trong con me,
miéng hay néi lam nham:

— Con heo 16n nhtt d6. G. Mt mé it
gi cling day bang 16ng tay. Thit ngon ché.
Dau c6 nuodi bang hem rugu hay ba dua?
Con heo 16n ma.
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Thim Sau nhin chu Sau, vé mit ho
hai lo lang.

— Con nhd nay bi...

Thim khong ddm néi hét cau. Chu
cling nghi nhu thim nén chu cang lo sg
hon. Mé man noéi xam thi ai cing sg. Noi
xam ma nhac téi heo thi chac la ¢6 ma
khudy ma bat. Ma do6i ma khat hay bat
ngudi bénh d€ doi cung heo.

Thim dua tay lay Thuy. N6 mé mat.
— Con noi cai gi vay?

N6 lac dau.

— Con c6 noi gi dau?

— Con nam théy cai gi ma con cti no6i
chuyén con heo hoai vay?

Thay ngo ngac:
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— Con c6 thay cdi gi dau?

ROi n6 moi mét nham mat lai. Chu
Sau khong con du yén tam d€ tin cay
vao thudc dan nhén. Chu chay ra tiém
Quang t€ Hoa mua mdt chai Tiéu ban 10.

Phai ba chai Tiéu ban 16 nhu vay méi
bét con s6t. Moi lan tinh day nam nghe
co thé mai ra roi, nghe lusi dang va cai
dau nang nhu bua bd la Thay nghi dén
cai Chét. Troi oi! S¢ chét qua. Chu Sau
ding lén ngo6i xudng nhe nhang nhu vay,
thim Sdu di vo di ra thong tha nhu vay
ma sao minh thi chén tay co ho nhu bi
thdo roi ra tling doan. Hoi thd nhoc mét.
Minh khong chay ma sao cii mét dudi
hoi. Chac chét qua. Minh khong mudn
chét 6 day. Gia 6 nha qué ma c6 phai
chét thi minh sé dugc chén canh mé cua
ong Noi ba No¢i, ong Co ba Co, cd Hali,
bac Ba. It s¢g hon la phai ndim & mot bai
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hoang lanh 1€o noi xa la nay. Minh s¢
lam. M4 oi! Con chét day né! Chac con
chét theo ma...

Nudéc mat Thuy ran rya chay dai,
chay u6t ddm mu ban tay.

Nhung roi con sét lui dan va hom nay
Thuy c6 thé ling chiing ding diy dugc.
Da mdt né xanh lét. Nhin vao guong
chi con thay hai con mat trao trdo. Di
chting nam budc thi chan run. Tay cling
dé run. Phai nam ca ngay nhin ra khung
ctia. Nang choi sang lam nhtc con mat.
Nhiing tiéng dong nghe xa vang heo ht,
tiéng cai gdo va vao thanh chum, tiéng
cai va muc song sanh vao chau bot, tiéng
mot chiéc xe, r6 mdy & noi xa, tiéng dép
1é xénh xéch trén mat dat. Thuy nhin 1én
mai nha. Mdi ton c6 dudng ranh chay
song song, Thuy cho con mat chay doc
theo nhiing dudng ranh, chay mut ra
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dén giot tranh roi lai dua mat tré vé ndc
nha cho chay lai. Tro choi dé lam cho n6
quén di mot lat sy moi mét ué odi nai
lung, noi nguc, noi co nod.

Khi btia 4n don ra, n6 ngdi nhin
chu Sau thim Sau dn ma thay them qua.
Cha chdm cham nhin vao mam com,
huo doi diia x6¢ vao dia xao. Ban tay rut
vé dua dia lén miéng, noi dau dia co
day nhiing cong gia, cong bap su, cong
hanh. Bap st xao thi thiét 1a ngot. Thay
tudng nhu vi ngot ctia bap su xao dang
tham trén lugi. Cha nhai bun xdo nhém
nhoam mot cach ngon lanh. Khi bun xao
gan tiéu diét hét thi chu da huo dia sang
dia rau. Troi oi, tiéng rau muodng don
rao rao dudi ring nghe sao ma dé mé
vay? Bay lau nay minh dau khong khinh
miét rau muodng nhung qué tinh minh
cling khong khoai né lam. Coi nhu can
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c6 nd d€ nuodt cho tréi miéng com vay
thoi. Hom nay c6 nhin chu Sau an rau
mudng mdi chgt thady rau muong la ngon
va Thuy tha thiét muon lai xin vai cong
xanh xanh d6. Gid ¢ nha thi Thuy sé noi
ngay:

— Ma oi, cho con an rau mudng vdi.

Thé nao ma cliing quay lai diu dang
nhin Thuy va diu dang néi:

~ An chi rau muéng, con? D€ biia
nao thiét manh da.

— Nhung ma con thém qué. Ma cho
con mot cong, chi mot cong thoi.

— Rau muong dau cé bo, con? M4 da
ham xuong xuip cho con an, xuong xup
bd va ngon hon. Bat xuong xup d€ phan
cho con do. bgi mot lat cho b6t ndng roi
con an.
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Em Tyu nghe noéi xuong xap ngon
va b6 thé nao ciing doi:

— M4 cho Tyu an xup.

— Khong dugc. D€ phan cho chi. Chi
bénh.

— Bénh ]a sao ma?
— Bénh la...

U, lam sao ma gidng heé? Bénh la...
la sao? La dau nhuc trong minh, la rén
la, 1a mét. Ciing chua du. Con nhiéu tha
niia, nhung... mét, ai bat minh giang.
Thoi, nghi ti€p vui hon. Thang Tyu hai
van vo mot lat réi chgt quay trd lai xup
va nai ma doi an. Thay em nai, Thuy néi:

— M4 sGt cho em di ma.

Ma noi:
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— Bia nay ma ndu c¢ it. Ra chg tre,
chi con mé xuong d6. D€ mai ma mua
nhiéu nau nhiéu cho ca nha an luon.

— Ké nd, ma sé6t it it cho em.
Em Tuyu vtia dua chén vtia néi theo:
— O, ké né. M4 sét it it cho em.

Tiéng «em» lam ca nha cudi r¢ 1én.
Maé cdm mudng muc nudc xup do vao
bat cho Tuu. Tyu hat chut chut va khen:

— Ngon. Xup ngon.
Tuu lai dua bat 1an nia:
— Ma muc thém.

— Khong dugc. D€ danh phén cho
chi. Chi bénh. Chi bénh nén chi khong
di hoc dugc thay khong? Anh Tudn phai
hai cam cat ra cho chi an, thay khong?
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Ba phai chich thudc cho chi, thay khong?
Ma phai nau chdao hanh cho chi dn, phai
pha siia cho chi uong, thay khong? Con
khong lam gi cho chi hét.

— Hoi nay con lugm cai goi cho chi.

— A, nhu vay t6t. Con phai thuong
chi thuong anh, thuong ba ma.

Tyu gat dau:
— Roi ma cho an xup.

Cti bang nhiing m4u chap va nhu vy,
tri tudng tugng ctia Thuy tao ra nhiing
hinh anh, dung 1én nhiing cau doi thoai,
va cai khung canh ém dém gitia mot gia
dinh sum hop cu6n hut tron ca tam hon
Thay. N6 sdng mién man & trong cai
khong khi diu ngot d6, bénh bong diém
40, xa cach han céi thyc tai xung quanh.
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Khi thim Sau r& 1én chén chdo trang
thady da ham hdm viia dn dugc, thim lai
gan giuong dé€ goi Thay. Thim thay Thuy
ndm nham mat ma nudc mat thi day tran
va chay dai uét dam doi ma.

Mua Dong ndm nay mua nhiéu hon
moi nam. Nudc song Cai da tran 1én pha
bd ma mua van cd nhu cdm chinh ma
do. Nudc tran lén thém, lén dan. Nhiing
nha cat tam bg che bang ton, bang van
thting nhu nha thim Sau déu céat & cho
dat thép, lai khong du stic d6 nén cho
cao nén chua chi ma nuéc da xam xap
meép san.

Mot buoi sang thim Sau ngu day di
ra sau, chgt nghe tiéng thim la to:

— Troi oi! Con heo... Sao con heo...

Thuy bo gidng xay, cht Sau bo va bot
lat dat chay ra.
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— Sao? Con heo sao?
— Sao nd... vay ne?

Trén nhiing than cay xép lam sap,
con Va nam nghiéng, bay cai bung trang
héu. Bén chan dudi ngay do. Chu Sau
nhdy vao chuong. Tay cha de 1én bung
heo. Chu néi hat ra nhu mot hoi thao:

— Chét roi.

— Chét r6i! — Thim Sau lap lai r6i
hu hu khéc. Thim khoéc ngon lanh, viia
khoc viia ké:

— Cong tui nuoi dudng, thuc khuya
day sém, tudng nuoi téi Tét ban kiém
tién sua lai cai nha. Ai dé con cé hai
thdng nita t6i Tét ma nd lan ra néd chét
ki€éu nay. Troi oi, trdi hai tui. Tui dau cé
an & do6c dia véi ai ma Troi hai tui.
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Khoéc 16c chiing dugc ba phut thi
tiéng cta thim trd lai rao hoanh.

— Sao nd chét vay, minh lat bung ra
coi thu.

— Chac sinh bung ché gi.

— Pau phai? Cai bung ngo6 1ép xep
vay ma sinh cdi gi?

— Vay ma sinh dé. Véi lai d¢ ray heo
bi dich hoai.

Cai kiéu ndi nudc doi nhu vay chinh
1a néi 4u. Thim Sau c6 nhién la khong tin
nén thim noi to lén:

— Dich gi méi ¢ hoi khuya téi gis
ma da chét? Co dich thi né cling phai bd
an bo udng ca doi ba ngay. Ma dich lam
sao? Méi hoi khuya toi di ti€u con thay
ba con ding day doi an. Nga mot giac
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m& con mét ra da thidy ndm thang cang.

— Thi ¢é nhiéu thu dich, c6 thi chim
th mau.

— Aindivéi 6ng vay? Lam nhu Bac si
Heo. Thoi dung roi...

Thim khong noi hét cau, voi nhay
vao chuong. Con Bach, con Tham én giat
minh s¢ qua nhay long 1én. Thim lai ngoi
bén tu thi con Va. Thim xem xét that ky
trén da bung cta n6. Thim mo lan 1én
nguc. Chu lang quang ngoi choan cho,
thim cd hung huc 1€t téi. Roi thim ra
lénh:

— Lat n6 qua bén kia coi thu.
— Chi vay?
— Thi ct 1at di ma.

— N6 néng trich...



268 | =B

Thim diing day, gio hai tay nam hai
cang sau 14t qua. Con lai hai cing trudc
do, chu riu riu cam lén dé lat theo. Phai
nhin né mét chat. Con heo chét, né
budn, né gidn lay moi ngudi. Ling quang
ma cd con cho6 con meo ding gan day thi
cling chét don véi nd.

Con heo dugc 1t nam qua phia kia.
B6n cai chidn cung chap ngay do nhu
dang du mot cudc té 1€ long trong. Thim
Sau lai ngoi sa xudng quan sat. Cing lai
cai bung. Cling lai cai c6. T6i day thi thim
c6 vé lung tang. Miéng ct 14m nhim:
“Ué la. La qua” Chu hai:

— C6 gi la dau? bau?
Thim dan giong:

— Dau? bau? bau? Cu ding dé ma
hoi.
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Chu danh ngdm miéng, chong hai
tay xudng dau goi ma nhin. Thim hach
mot cai chan sau lén d€ kiém soat cho
hang. Thim hach mot cdi chéan trudce lén
dé kiém soat cho nach. Chgt thim la 1én:

— Day ne! RO rang day ne!

Chut im ldng khong ddm hoéi «Day né
cai gi? Day né cho nao?». Thay chd im
ldng, thim bao:

— Lai day coi: C6 phai khong?
Chu nhin sat lai gan.

- 0.

— R6 rang 1a c6 mot cham do.
- 0.

— B0 cap can chi thi.

- 0.
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Thim vach vach cai cho ¢6 cham do.
Chud ngoi x6m xudng nhin sat ky hon,
lay ngon tay chi tré roi:

- 0, chd cén day né ma!

Thi ra méy céi “O” lac nay 1a “O” l4o.
Mai dén bay gio chi mdi thy cai vét can.
Thim ndi:

— B0 cap né can doc t6 me. Can dau
1a heo chét do.

— Vay chd sao. — chu noi.

— Bay gio phai lat van sap ra ki€ém né
ma giét

Chu ding bat day nhu thim viia
hdm giét chu. Chu néi:

— Lam sao ma thdo bay gi? Bé bon
lung tung. Phan thi nudéc ct 16n thém.
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— Chdé d€ n6 can hai con kia.
— Biét c6 phai... n6 hay khong.

Thuy c6 nhin lam mdéi khoi bat ra
cudi. That it ai duénh doang nhu chu.
Tudng thim c6 thé ndi xung ma quat 1én
nhung thim van ngéi im ldng. R&i thim
diing day:

— Thoi, lo xti cdi con heo chét nay da.

Than 6i, cdi tai hoa sé xay dén khong
phai do con bo cap con nam nép & dudi
sap chudng heo ma do con nuéc cti moi
gio moi 16n. Nudc ngap 1én nta thém
r6i 1én mép thém. Cai chiu rua bat d€ &
vai nudc bat dau noi 1énh bénh trén mat
nudc vang duc. G ddu trén xém duéi,
tiéng kéu goi, nhan hdi, ra 1énh ndi 1én
On ao. Ngudi ta lo don dep do dac. Trau
bo dugc lua di, lta gao dugc ganh chuyén
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di. Tiéng 10i nudc bi bdm. Mua tiing tran
d6 xudng ao a0, nudc mua roi go xudng
mdt nudc nghe thanh nhiing ti€éng 16ng
bong rung ron. Nguoi ta c6 cdm tudng
bi nudc bao vay bon bén. Chua ndm nao
viia mua lai viia lut gdp gap nhu vay.

Va nudc da bo 1én trén mat nén nha.
Thim néi:

— Phai lo lua hai con heo di goi.
— Goi chuong ai?

— Chi ¢6 chudng cua 6ng Théi 6 mé
ndi la nam & cho cao.

— Lua téi do cling khé. Bay gid ngoai
dudng cdi nudc 10i cling t6i hang.

Thim gat:

— Gi dii vay? Téi 6ng chan la cliing.
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— Ba cti ra d6 16i thu.

— Sg gi. Toi lua di lién bay gic. Khong
can phai nho t6i tay 6ng. Thuy oi, chay
di lay cdi nén cho tao.

Thim vén quan 1én tdn hang, di non
1én, r6i ra nho bon cay rao chudng, lua
hai con heo di that. Chu ngén lai:

— Coi chting d6. bi khong phting
dau.

— Phting hay khong ké toi. Ngoi do
ma tinh coi c¢é phung hay khong.

Hai con heo sg nudc, ci chun lai
khong dam budc t6i. Thim vdi va khong
kip di tim con roi nén san cay don ganh,
cam tay luén. Thim huo don ganh dudi
heo, thoc vao dit nd, dap 1én mong né.
Chting d6 méi chiu nhay t6i. Ngudi va
vat 10i loang xodng trong nudc.
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G nha cha Sau va Thay lo don d6
dac. B&i nudc lai 1én tiép.

Nhiing vat bé nam duéi dat déu don
dé lén giuong lén ban. No6i niéu, dm,
gudc, choi, thau, vo gao. Rac noi 1éu béu.
Nhiing con gidn ty nan trén cot nha keo
nha, bo hut chan bij rét xuéng mdt nudc,
tha hé vung vay boi 16i lam gon nudc lan
tan.

Nudc lai 1én dén mép giudng. Phai
cuon chiéu lai, bd mén gobi vao gitia dem
dat Ién ban. Vua luc d6 thi thim bi bom
16i vé. Chu 14t dat hoi:

— Lua di ¢6 phing khong?

— Con ding d6 ma héi. Lo don dep
do dac bo vo ganh di. Lo chay ché con
ngoi do hoi.

— Nudc mdéi t6i mép giuong.
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— Dgi lén téi khu di r6i méi chay ha?
O x6m Roc ngudi ta chay héi mo sing.

— Chay di dau?

— Cd nham mdy nha & mé nui. Cd
gong ganh Un lén do, quen la mic k¢,
giau ngheo bat ké, cu xin vo tru dé da.

Chu ngd quanh ngé quat:

— Biét dem cadi gi bd cdi gi day niia?
Thuy oi, con thu xép quan 4o di. Con ba,
lo sap don thing gidng ra. Toi trat may
vO gao dé vo khan goi.

Thay thu don quan do ctia nd va quan
ao cua chu thim goi lai lam hai boc. Sau
dé la n6n mi va gudc dép. Roi t6i nhiing
dung cu trong bép nhu dao rua, chén bat.
Thuy uéc ao minh cé du stc luc dé ganh
gitup cho chu thim. Cha mdt ganh thim
moét gdnh ma ganh nao cling nang trich.
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Génh cta chu c6 chat cdi chdo gang l6n
dé trang banh, cdi noi hai, cai n6i mot va
gao nén stic ning lam chu cong han lung
lai. Ganh thim nhe hon.

Khi roi can nha ra di thi nudc da
pha mat giudng. Thim ganh ganh nhe di
trugc dé dan dudng. Thuy gui hai khan
goi trén hai vai di ké theo. Chu lach ach
lui dui do dam tting budc di sau.

Nudc vang duc trai 1énh lang khap
noi trong that dé sg. Nudc chay len qua
nhiing khe héd ctia rao, ctia bui cay, nudc
mang nhiing ddm bot 16n mau vang,
nhting canh cay, cha kho. Trong chu 1o
do tling budc that toi nghiép. Chang biét
cho chan sap budc téi la dat lién hay 16
hiing. Nhiéu lan chu loang choang tudng
cd ganh ca chu déu nga um xudng nudc.
Su mét nhoc lam thim hét rta sa, hét ray
la. May ma con mua da tanh.
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Hi huc leo 1én cho dén san chua
Phudc Son thi that thién nan van nan.
B&i phai leo 1én nhiing cai doc da. Ba
con tu hoi & d6 that dong. Cé ca thang
Deo dung ch6i mot chan rudi nhin ra.

Viia thoang thay thim Sau gong ganh
di trudc, nhiéu tiéng ndi cung cat 1én, lat
dat truyén tin tdc cho nhau:

— Vg chong lao banh uét cling 1én
kia.

— A, vg chong chi Sau banh uét!

— Cho thang cha banh u6t ma ciing
thap vay hu?

- O, d€ rdi biéu n6 dem bay 10 bay
khuon ra trang banh. Mua lut 6 khong
cling budn, ki€ém cai gi an bay ba choi.
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Khi chua Sau ddt dugc doi ganh nédng
xuong san thi co ho chu muon nga xiu
luén. Nhung chu khong dugc nga. Chua
phai lo trd 161 nhiing cau héi.

— Ud anh Sau, chd anh ciing ngap
roi, na?

— Ngap luat troi.
— Roi con heo qué ctia may dau?
— Da thua ho ho Ca, lua ho ho gai.

— C06 dem khuon trang do nghé theo
khong anh Sau? Pem bay ra trang banh
an choi.

Chu Sdu lang im khong tra 16i. Mét
qua, phai tiét kiém hoi thé. Cong dau néi
ba lap v6i tui thanh nién. C6 mot tiéng

trong ddm dong noi vét dum cho chu:

— Tr&i mua lut chay rau thai ruét con
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bay dn uong. C6 khuon cé 10 ma lay bot
dau dé trang?

Mot giong khac:

— ROi ctii Itta ddu? Ma ai con bung da
dau dé ngdi trang?

— Cti ciu cho c6 du dn. An tién tin
ché cai kiéu nay thi nudc con lén nda.
Mua noi bong béng 1a diém chua tanh
ndi dau.

Mot ngudi dan ba lai vo vai thim
Sau:

— Sao hom kia hen ma khong lai?
Thim quay nhin r6i mim cud6i:

- Mac qua.

— Lam t6i doi.

— Xin 161 chi.
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— D€ biia nao hét lut, nghen?

- 0.

Khong biét hai ngudi hen ho cai gi,
chi biét r6 rang la thim Sau da mét lam.
Néu khong thi khong doi nao thim chiu
tra 16i tiéng mot nhu vay dau. Thim thi
phai noi ca trang dai.

Mot tiéng vai 1én hoi tling ddang xa:

— Chi Sdu 0i, di qua nha cé thay nha
toi dong cua kin khong?

— Clng quén ngo.

Thim im ldng suy nghi roi chot hoi
chu:

— Hoéi ndy ra sau, cé nhé dong ctia ky
khong?

— Poéng chi? An trém dn dao gi ma
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dong? Nha chi con céi giudng, cai ban gob
tap do, ai them lay lam gi.

— S¢ nudc chd ai sg an trom?
— S¢ nudc vo ha?

— N6 vo tuong luong no6 bing cdi nha
di.

— D€ n6 vo tuong luong khong hon
déng kin cua lai a? Doéng kin ctia lai thi
n6 dap, mau xiéu vach hon.

— Khong phai. Khong phai.

Mot Ong ding tudi ding gan do
cham rai noi:

— Phéi déng ctia lai ché. Chéan bét
con nudc dugc chiing nao hay chiing dé
ché.

Thim Sdu to tiéng:
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— D6, ba con nghi coi. Vay ma ciing
cu cai tui d6. D€ nudc nd chay tuodng
ludng trong nha thi d6 khdi vach khong
nga sap xudng hét. Roi do khdi nudc
khong mang ¢t mang keo di hét. Chong
con vay dé. Troi oi!
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10

ung nhu 16i du dodn ctia thim

Sau, can nha sap tanh banh.
Nudc 16i di hét cot keo, 161 luon di mat
ca mai ton. Loi ludn cé giudng ca ban, ca
chuong heo nita. Nudc lam sap 1o. Hom
nudc giut tré vé thi canh ci hoang tan.
Chi cai c6i xay bot bang da nang qua la
con chiu trung thanh nam lai dgi chu vé.

Phan heo chét, phan nha ctia tiéu
tan, phan lam dn d¢ sau nay € dm, chu
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ban véi thim vé Hon Khoi, qué thim nghi
tam maot thoi gian roi hay tinh sau. Nghe
ngoai d6 16ng ray tinh hinh c6 phan lang
diu trd lai. Chi ¢é6 mot thac mac nho 1a
gidi quyét truong hgp ctia Thuy bang
cich nao. Thit ra thi ciing chang dang
goi la thac mac. Ct goi trd no6 vé cho di
Tam cta no.

Va thé€ Ia trén mot chiéc xe Lam ba
banh Thuy lai 6m boc quan do cii, — bay
gio chung nd cang thém ci hon nta, —
tré vé noi né mdéi ngay nao hoi hop ra di.
Va roi cling nhu lan trudc, sau dam ngay
thi no lai 6m boc quan 4o cii, boc quan
ao dinh ménh, gia tai duy nhat theo né
khong roi, — dé ra di nia, lan nay thi
1én xe hang dé theo mdt ngudi khac, di
t6i mot noi khac xa hon. Ngudi dan né
di lan nay la mdt ngudi dan 6ng. Béi gia
tudi hon di Tam nén né dugc day kéu
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bang Bac. Di Tam ndi:

— Con theo Bac Tu v6 Phan Rang di.
Ba con ngoai minh tdn cu vo trong dé
lam an dong lim. O trong d6 ciing vui
nhu ngoai nay.

Co that & ngoai nay vui khong? Ai
vui? Chac chan khong phai la né. Cling
khong phai la con Dau va thing Chat.
Cing khong phai la di nda. Nhung ma,
ludng lu cin nhac lam chi? Cd thay mot
chit “Vui” bang cht “Khd” la cau noéi cua
di van dung.

Bac Tu c6 kho ngudi vam v6. Giong
bac oang oang:

— V0 6 trong tao thi khéi thiic khuya
day sém. Khoi xay bot. Vo am em cho vg
tao di cho. Sao? C6 chiu khong?

Khong dam noi chiu va c6 nhién
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cting khong ddm néi khong. Thi cit dat
di quéch con hoi chiu hay khong chiu.
Biét vo trong do sung sudéng tGi muc nao,
cuc khd t61 miic nao ma dam néi chiu?

Giong bac Tu lai oang oang:

— Tanh tao mau man nham le, miéng
bdng tay, tay bang miéng, chi khong
chiu 16 r& cham chap.

Biét roi! it ngudi tu nhan 1a ho cham
chap. Ai cling lanh le hét.

— Ténh tao an ngay noi thiang, an mot
cuc n6i mdt hon, mat long trudc dugc
long sau ché khong biét chanh tri.

Thuy khong muén dé y nghe nia.
Nguoi 16n hay néi vé minh, chi thay toan
nhiing uu diém ctia minh nén nhiéu luc
ho ca tung minh khong hét 16i. Thuy da

san sang cai boc quan 4o roi. Muon di dau
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thi di. Pa ¢6 di Tam cin nhac va quyét
dinh. N6 chi con biét tin ¢ di Tam. Moi
cai miéng la déu khong dang tin. Ngudi
ta noi lao khap bon phia. Chi trong may
cudn sach Luéan ly Buc duc & trudng hoa
may méi c6 nhiing ngudi ndi thiét.

Chuyén xe hang khong lam cho n6
chu y ntia. Thi cling nhiing ngudi la mat
ngoi trudc mdt, ngoi bén canh. Lan trude
dixe Lam babanh theo thim Sdu thi cling
vay, cling nhiing nguoi la médt ngoi trude
mat, ngoi bén canh. Phai dung téi xe do
thi du bi€t con dudng xa. N6 khong buon
héi may tram cay s6. Chi cé di Tam tu
dong noéi cho no biét rang: duong dai déau
mot trdm cdy. Cling gan ma. Gan hay xa,
nam chuc hay mot tram cay so doi véi nd
khong thanh van dé. Nam tram cay so,
chin tram cay s8, may ra méi cd su khac
biét. Diéu no lo lang 1a khong biét no sé



INhanhironegphiculbara| A3

song nhu thé nao gitta nhiing ngudi nhu
thé nao. Chu Sau thim Sau du sao cling la
nguoi dé thuong. Chu hién lanh va thim
tuy c6 dit hon chi nhung chua phai la
ngudi danh ac. Cudc song cuc nhoc vé
thé xac, — Thuy rung minh nhé lai cai
giang xay trén do6 no6 da tua ca stic nang
cua cdi co thé ra roi ctia nd, — nhung né
c6 phan thoai mai vi tinh than. Chu Sau
san sang nuoi n6 lam con néu n6 muodn.
Thim cung khong mong c6 mét dita con
xinh xan va ngoan hon no. Tudi qua ba
muoi bay, lay chong mudi chin ndm roi
ma chua c6 con thi coi nhu khong ludn.

Bay gio thi nd c6 nhiing ngay xa la
trudc mat.

Xe nhoi 1én nhoi xudng trén nhiing
con dudng day 16 hung. i qua Sudi Dau,
xa 10 bat dau, xa 10 trai dai lang va den
trudc mat. Xa 10 phang trén d6 nhiing
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xe gan may Nhat Ban phong hét toc luc.
Nhiing chiéc 6-t6 di ngugc chiéu danh
“véo” mot cai khi qua mit.

Gid & man bién théi lén mat rugi lam
no khuay khoa quén nghi dén nhiing y
nghi buon phién. N6 1én dua mat nhin
1én khudn mat bac Tu ngdi canh né. Mat
nd bat gdp céi ham banh ra véi nhiéu
sOi rau cung tua tua. Gitia nhiing sgi rau
den c6 lac dac vai sgi rau trang 6ng anh.
Chén no bi gai ép gitia nhiing bap dui
chac nich cua bacTu va cuia mot nguoi
dan 6ng cling vam v& ngdi canh khién
né khong xoay tré dugc. Pén mot lac
nao doé thi chan né té cting khong con
biét cam gidc gi nita. Khong con biét cai
chan nam & cho nao.

My Ca... Cay s6 Mudi chin... Cay

s6 Chin... Ba Ngoi. Nhiing dia danh lan
lugt bi day lui lai dang sau. Cau Bio...
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Phan Rang... mién dat la ma nd sé dat
chan dén.

Khi buéc xudng xe, Thuy lat dat viia
di viia chay méi theo kip buéc chan cua
bac Tu. Bac dam thap ngudi, budc chin
khong dai nhung ma bac budc lia lia.
Thay khong con dai kho ntia d€ mong
rang bac dung lai & miy ngoi nha dep
dé sach sé kia. Cing khong phai ¢ may
can pho tam thudng nay. Ma phai la mot
can nha lgp la dtia t6i tan nhu can nha
bac dang budc vao. Thuy rén rén budc
ke theo.

Nhiing than ngudi ng6i chom day,
nhiing cdp mat chong vao nhin né lam
n6 khiép dam. Sao ma lam than ngudi va
lam con mat thé nay? Thuy luéng cudng
khong biét c6 choé nao con tréng dé€ budc
lai phia d6, d€ nhin vé phia d6. That dé

sg la nhiing con mat.



292 v Wy

Mot tiéng dan ba nhao nhet cat 1én:

— Sao bay gio mdi dia t6i nha?

Thuay nhin v€ phia ti€éng noi: moét
nguoi dan ba cé cai mai huéch 1én dé
16 hai 16 mii tréng hoac. Con mat nheo
nheo hudéng nhin vé né.

— Mac ghé lai nha thang Tam Don.

— R6i n6 ¢6 chiu trd may ngan dong
bac thi€u khong?

— Lay gi tra? Co tién cho n6 mugn
thém thi co.

— Mo t6 cha thang Tam Don. Dao
mo cudc ma nd 1én. HOi mugn thi hen
ntia thang, t6i blia nay la mdy chuc lan
cai ntia thang r6i? Con nho nho nao do?

— C6 con nho nay, con vg thang Tam
Don biéu dan dem vé€ nuoi.
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A, mai dén bay gid Thuy moi biét di
Tam dugng Tam tén thiét 1a Tam Don.
Hoi gio chi nghe kéu thi Tam ché nao
biét tén thiét 1a gi. Ngudi dan ba:

— Con nd, nd cho di § tri ng phai
khong?

— Khong phai. Con nhd nay chay
gidc vO0 6 nhd nha nd. Tui thay § nha né
khong lam chuyén chi nén dem con nhé
vé am em cho ba di chg.

— Khéo bay! Khéo bay! Ché con con
Luom & khong lam gi?

— D&hét nghi nang cho né di hoc l6p
Mau gido. Mudi tuoi trén dau con am em
di choi dong dong.

Pén chiéu thi Thuy biét tén cai dam
dong bao quanh né dé. Tat ca déu la
con cua bac Tu. Ngudi con trai dau tén
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1a Giau, mudi bay tudi, toc lé pheé trudc
tran, 4o ca r6 quan tum, ngoi trong nha
ma mang guong den. Miéng luén ludn
phi phéo Salem. Ngudi con trai thu hai,
mudi lam tudi tén Tién, cling do ca r6
quan cao boi va ciing phi pheo thudc I4.
Nguoi con trai thi ba, mudi hai tu6i tén
Clia, mdc quan dui may 6 va ciing phi
phéo thudc la. Dda con gai lén muoi tudi
tén la Lugm thi mai cing huéch 1én nhu
nguoi me. Pua con gai ut 1én bay thang
thi chua dugc dat tén. Ca nha cu kéu
bang “em bé”.

Cong viéc ctia Thuy la am em bé. Em
bé c6 mdt cai mit khong dugce dé thuong
lam. Ao x6ng lai hoi hdm, mai dai long
thong va con mat chay ghén ca ngay. N6
ngang chudng khong chiu d€ Thuy am

ma ct khoc dang dac doi me doi chi nén
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mdi mot ngay dau ma Thuy da bi rta sa
lién hoi.

— May khong biét am em ha? Nhao
t6i, x0c no 1én ché sao ct dung khung
gio tay nht nht nhu bat chuén chuén
vay?

— Con am ma em no cu g& tay ra nd
bo vé phia Bac.

— Thi phai d6 ndé ché. Céi miéng
ctia may dé dau? Phai do, phai hat, phai
nung, phai ui ti chi nhin 1én 6ng Tring,
ong Sao cho em nd khuay lang ché.

Mot lat sau.

— Ug! May véo nd hay sao ma em no
khdc ngat di vay? Coi chling do, tao coi

lai ma c6 dau ngat dau véo thi may bé
mat vdi tao.
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— Da déu cé. Con d4u cé ngat véo?
Em né thay Bac, em n6 ct doi. Con ui ui
nhin lén 6ng Trang ma em cu ngad ngua
ra khoc.

— Khong biét. Hé d6 né khong nin
thi tao danh don may. D€ né khoc qua
né 10i ran ra. D6 c6 moét dia nho ma
may do cting khong néi.

Bac Tu trai dap xich 16, bac Tu gai d6
banh can. Do nghé dap xich 16 ma trong
xOm ngudi ta hay goi bac 1a “Tu Lo” Mo
sang khi em nho con ngu thi Thay phu
tay v6i bac Tu gai bung nhiing 10, nhiing
khuon, nhiing r6 ra chén bat, chai nudc
mam, than quat...van van rabay hang cho
bac. Roi trg vé lo gidt gitt mot thau 16n.
Khi em bé day thi cong viéc téi tap thém
mot doan ntia. Thay nhiing cdi ta uét
siing nudc dai, khai thau may xanh. Roi
em bé ia. Roi rtia mat cho em bé. Cong
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viéc nay khong ngo lai lam kho Thuay
nhiéu hon hét. Tré nho diia nao ciing sg
nudc, cang s¢ nudc hon nia la nhiing
dtia nhoé toét mat. Ghen dinh kin ca mat,
dap nudc lén cho mém ra dong ghen thi
nd khéc ré quay mat dé tranh. Phai viia
nan ni viia do, thé ma con Lugm thi cu
ong Ong cai miéng:

— May lam nhe nhe tay vay chd.
Mong tay may ma cao ma cau cho da stic
nhu méng beo moéng cop thi 16 con mat
nguoi ta.

— Cao cau lam chi? Méi tham nudc
cho né mém cdi ghen.

— C6 tham nudc cling tham rai rai
dgi cho né mém. Tao rtia mat cho noé
hoai ma n6 dau c6 khoc di vay?

Chaclanoilao vay thoi, — Thay nghi.
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Rtia con mat ghén thi [am sao ma ém
ai cho n6i? Tré con nao lai thich chuyén
dé? Nhung ma thoi, cai lai lam gi? Hay
ct lo cay, lo do, lo rtia. Xong déu dé dén
viéc thay do. Viéc nay cling gay nén tiéng
khoc niia. Troi 0i, sao ma Thuy sg tiéng
khoc vay? Tiéng khocle nhe, dngéc, tiéng
khdc gia tao, tiéng khoc lam tran nghe
nd dé ghét qua. Tiéng khdc chon thiét
cta nguoi dau dén nhic nhéi méi lam
mui long ngudi ta. Thé ma dda nho thi
khoc ca ngay. Cho an sang cting khoc, do
ngu ciing khoc, ngt day ciing khoc, rtia
dit cho ciing khoc, tam cho ciing khoc.

Cho em an xong thi don giudng
chiéu. Chiéubiia nao cling u6t sing nudc
dai, lai phai dem di giat. R6i quét nha.
Biia dn sang cua ba ngudi con trai “cao
b6i” ctia bac Tu cling thudc phan viéc do
Thuy lo. Thudng ngay thi phai cam dia
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cam chén chay ra hang banh cédn ctia bac
Tu d€ lay banh dem vé cho ba ngudi an
sang. Nhung c6 biia thi Giau dua tién bat
n6 chay di mua bun bo, c6 bia thi Tién
sai n6 di mua banh cuén Bac. Roi lai sai
chay di mua goéi thudc la. Trong khi ho
an udng 6n ao Thuy lo don giudng xép
mén x€p gobi. Khi don rua xong chén
dia cua btia dn sang thi vuia luc chui vao
bép nhim Itta ndu com trua. Van van.
Ca ngay tui bui, chup cdi nay boc cai kia
khong hé tay. Cong viéc ao at t6i nhu do
mot ban tay nao & trén cao vai xuong. Va
cai nhip diéu quay cudng dé kéo dai téi
muoi hai gio dém.

Thay thinh thodng ng6éi mo mang
nhé dén nhiing ngay & nha chu Sau thim
Sau. Dau phai odn vai trén cai gidng xay
nhung ma so véi & day thi cudc séng
con ém dém hon nhiéu. Thuy nhé dén
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nhiing ngay & nha ba Dtic Loi. Dau ¢6 bi
hat hai khinh miét nhung ma con thong
tha hon & day nhiéu. Nghi xa nghi gan,
nudc mat ta ra. Chi nghi t6i d6 ma thoi,
khong ddm nghi xa hon niia, nghi dén
nhiing ngay song ém dém gitia gia dinh.
Moi lan bat trén muo6n nghi téi thi Thay
14t dat ding day bo di chd khac. B&i néu
ct dé€ cho tri nhé tu do lang dang trdi vé
nhiing ngay nhung lua ngay xua thi chac
Thay khong con dt can dam dé€ séng
nhting ngay hién tai.

Nhiing budi trua va budi toi, can nha
On ao tiéng noi va day nghet khoi thuoc.
Do la gio bac Tu trai dap xich 16 v, bac
Tu gai don hang vé. Tiéng chti nd rang
nhu phdo. Khong bita nao la bac Tu trai
khong c6 chuyén dé€ chui. Cai mat udng
rugu do ke.

— Dt me t6 cha cai xe jeep, thi€u chut
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ntia thi né can tao chét. Tao di bén tay
mdt rod rang, di sat 1€ vdy ma né lai au, lai
nhu bay, né ép sat tao, tao phai dap vot
1én bo 1€. Bu me t0 cha no, cling tai may
con hoc tro ban mini di & phia sau tao.
Cai Jeep do di ngugc chiéu ma né ddm
1ai 4u, ép tao dudng do.

Biia khac thi: Bt me thang Hai Rom,
btia nay nd vét hét ctia tao mdt moi. Co
con me nha qué di tham con 6 trai Phan
Nam, lang quang linh quinh khong biét
ngo. Tao doi mot tram, my ndn ni tdm
chuc. Tao lam b¢ ché it nhung cu dap lai
rai theo sau ngo chiing. Bu me, queo qua
cua, mot cadi xe van tai am am chay tdi,
lam nghén dudng. G bén kia, thing Hai
Rom vét con me dap di tudt. Pu me biia
nay nham ngay gi ma xui. Dap khong
qua ba tram thudc, an ngon lanh tdm
chuc. Bt me, ma cling tai minh ham.
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Bita khdc: b me, biia nay chd tring
thang My say. Dap chét cha, dap long
xuong banh che, dap buc mang tang. N6
dua ba chuc. Minh ra hi¢u ba ngdn tay la
ba trdm, né lac dau. Minh sting s¢ khong
chiu, Pu me nd, né nadm 4o tao nd ghit,
né day. bt me thang nhd, ngd nho con
ma manh di. Tao dau phadi thu bég, vay
ma no6 lam tao xinh vinh. Panh chtii n6
mot tran roi chiu hué.

Doi cho bac Tu trai x6 hét chum “Du
me” cua bac roi thi bac gai x0 tiép:

— bume con Chin Liing. Xdch mi¢éng
t6i dn banh cidn banh ré, an xong phui
miéng mac ng. Ai hau ha ba c6 t6 no6?
Mac ng hai tram hai r6i ma i xac hong
chiu trd. Blia nay con vac mi¢ng téi doi
an nua.

— N6 & tudt dudi Tan Tai ma chiu
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khé vac mé lén day an banh can? — 16i
béc trai.

— Ché6 né 6 duéi do6 ai dam ban cho
nd? Ng nan bu dau bu ¢6. Viy ma hé ma
miéng la noi doc. Ci noi vai blia nita
chong né lanh chun gic dan cho rap
Viét Tién, tha hd cé tién d€ trd ng. A,
con thang Nam Theo, Giau oi.

- Da.

— May c6 biét thang Nam Theo biia
nay & dau khong?
— Pau dudi miét Kinh Dinh.

— Hom qua thay no6 cap bo v6i mot
con sén. Téc phi dé nhudém mau rau bap,
mat trat phan nhu cai ma voi. No tra cai
dong ho 6 td ma tit cho may chua?

— Chua.
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— Sao khong nam dau doi lai?

Giau nhé mot bai nudc bot lot qua
song cta so:

— Kho khén gi, muon nam dau hoi
nao chang dugc? Kéu it dita chan duong,
quat cho mot tran don hoi cho la ra. Sa
gi mot cai dong ho, ndm cdi bay céi cling
co.

— Sao may khong lam?

— Ké& no, nuong tay cho n6 mot chut.

N6 la dan em, biét than biét phan, né dau
c6 dam hon véi minh.

— Khong hon sao né khong tra lai?

— Tui dan em nd lam. Chung noé
tudng cai dong ho dd cua ai dua stia. Tui

noé thiia co nhao vo hot bay, trung ai nay
chiu, né dau biét cuia minh.
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— Em ut cia n6 dong khong?
- D6ng ma toan do tép réu.

— N6 ¢6 dam cu dich véi bon may
khong?

Cua chen vo:

— Stic mdy ma dam cu dich? Nghe
xung danh em ut anh Giau la tui né xép
ve.

Thuay nghe cudc doi dap thi biét rang
Giau, thang con bac Tu la xép song cua
mot nhom du dang. Sau do thi dugc biét
l1a nhom nay lam dn cudp giut ciing kha.
Cu bita nao c6 hangla chiéu lai chung né
tu hop v€ nha thiang Giau dé chia. Chui
rtia om som. Thang nao cling mot lon bia
trén tay cing mot di€u thudc trén moi.
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Mot budbi xé Thay dang bé em ngoi
& vong thi co ti€éng chan ngudi chay ram
rap. N6 ng6 ra. Thang Lai, — mot em ut
clia nhém Giau, — dang cim dau chay. O
ddng sau c6 dang mdt ngudi dan ba chay
theo, viia chay viia la: “ Thang dn cap! Ba
con chan gium thang an cap!” C6 may
nguoi ding & hién, & dudng chong mat
nhin theo nhung khong ai ddm ra chan.
Ai cling s¢g nhom thang Giau tra thu. Ai
cling muon dugc yén than nén chi dung
16 con mat ra ngo.

DPén ngay triudc nha bac Tu thi thang
Lai thay 6 dang trudc c6 dang may nguoi
linh biét kich. N6 hoang, ném cai goi
dang cam trong tay vao gitia nha bac Tu
r6i queo qua mot dudng ngang chay bién
vo x6m. Khong ai kip thay cai goi, tru
Thuay. Cai gdi chay lot dudi vong, ngang
tam doi chan dép ctia nd.
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Ngudi dan ba ho hai chay theo ra
dong la mot chi nha qué. May ngudi biét
kich chan lai hoéi. Chi tra 1oi hut chac:

— Tui 6... Nai lén... ghé lai tiém Dong
Thanh lga mua cdi thau... tién géi trong
khan, nam trong tay... thang nho d6 né
giut... chay theo khong kip.

— Thay n6 ré nga nao khong?

— N6 chay t6i day roi khong biét ré
nga nao.

— Chac la nga nay, — mdt nguoi linh
chi.

Mot ngudi linh khac:

— Chac né chay bién mét roi. Ngo
ngach lung tung chi kiém gi ra.

Chi dan ba diing cham nudc mat.
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— Trong goi c6 bao nhiéu tién?

— Hon hai ngan. Méi mét ban may
gia lta l1én chg Dinh mua thuoc cho con.
G duéi nha qué khong co tiém thudc
Tay.

— Sao hoi nay ndi ghé vo tiém tap hoa
mua thau?

— Thay cai thau nhya mau hong, dinh
trd mua v€ cho thang con n6é mting. N6
thém mot cai thau nhya mau hong.

Mot nguoi linh kéo tay hai ban:

— Thoi di tui may.

Con lai chi dan babo vo diing d6 mét
minh. Chi nhin ngugc nhin xudi mong
gap mot nguoi d€ nho dé hdi. Nhung
toan la nhiing dua tré nhé to mo dung
hiéng mat nhin. Mot dda & trudng chi vé
cai ngod hep:
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— “N6” méi chay vo do.
— R6i no chay vé phia nao, em?

Mot dtia con gai d€ chom chiing
mudi hai tudi triing mat nhin thang nhé
& truong.

— Ai biéu may noi?

— Tai ba hoi.

— Hoéi hoi nao? May bép xép tao vé
tao mach me.

Chi dan ba nén ni:

— D€ no chi dum cho qua, em. Thang
con ctia qua nd bénh ¢ nha, n6 dgi thuoc.

— N6 khong biét gi dau. N6 chi du
do.

Mot dda con trai chling tam tuoi, c6
vé mat hién lanh:
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— Khong ai dam chi dau. Tui no biét,
tui no danh.

Vao luc dy, & tu nhiéu can nha phat
ra tiéng goi :

— Cu oi, di vé.

— Ti 01, am em vé. Dtiing lam gi ngoai
do?

- B6 Sang, dat em vé. Da dan roi ma
cu ua tu tap.

— Lanh 0i, md t6 cha may. May cti tha
thang nho ra dang nang. Tao biéu chuyén
ai ndy biét, dling co6 xia v6 chuyén nguoi
ta. Ong c6 t& may. Vé lién vé lién.

La nho tan di hét. Va nguoi dan ba
con lai, bo vo diing d6 mot minh.

Thay nhin cdi vé mat au sau tuyét
vong cua ngudi dan ba. “...md4&i mot ban
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may gia lda... thang con qua no binh...
mua cdi thau nhya mau hong cho né
mung...”

Thuy mo lay cai goi tién rét nam
dudi chan. N6 bé em diing day, di ra cta,
khé goi:

— Chi!

Ngudi dan ba ngo ngac khong biét
c6 phai ai vlia goi minh khong. Thuy goi
lai:

— Chi!

Ngudi dan ba nhin thay no:
— Em kéu t6i hay kéu ai?

— Kéu chi.

Nguoi dan ba lai gan.

— Co phai cdi goi nay ctia chi khong?
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Mat ngudi dan ba sang 1én:
— Phai. O dau vay?

— Thang &n cap né thay gan cho cua.
To6i lugm dugc.

— Em lam on cho lai chi.
Thuay gat dau.
- Em...

Ngudi dan ba ra vé lung tang. Thuy
trao goi tién, vua giuc:

— Chij gidu vo6 trong do di. D€ 16 tui
no ngo thay.

— Em...
— Chi gidu mau di. Roi chi di lién.

- Em...
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— Thai chi di. Nhé coi chting. Con ¢6
nhiéu 1Gd moc tai nia.

Thay bé em di vao trong nha. Nguoi
dan ba nhin quanh quat mot vong roilam
1Gi bugc. Thuy doan chi dan ba lung tung
ludng lu 1a boi chi ta khong biét cé thiét
Thuay tra lai goéi bac cho chi hay khong.
Hay con c6 su muu mo gian xao gi nita?
Clng c6 thé chi dang ludng lu khong
biét c6 nén thudng cong cho nd khong?
thudng bao nhiéu thi viia? Toi nghiép
chi, Thay nghi. Khong biét néi sao cho
hét n6i miing. Hai ngan dong bac 1a ca
ndm rudt ctia chi. Mat di, khong chac chi
con c6 thé kiém ra hai ngan dong khac
dé mua thudc cho con.

No6i mting cta chi dan ba Nai bién
thanh noi lo ctia Thuy. Biét noi sao khila
cao boi hdi cai goi tién? Nai lao la thang
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Lai ném khong tring ctia thi thang Lai
nhat dinh khong chiu. Cai cia m& rdng
todc nhu vay ma. Noi ldo 1a chi ta thay ro
nd quing goi tién vo nha va chi ta chay
theo tich thu. Ly khong 6n, B&i nhu vay
thi phai cé su doi co 6n ao va moi ngudsi
trong xo6m da d6 lai coi. Va lai la nho
trong x6m da ching kién canh ba ngudsi
linh biét kich chan héi chi nha qué, khu-
on mdt tuyét vong ctia chi khi ba ngudi
linh khong can thiép gitp dum gi chi
dugc. Thoi, danh phai ding ra nhan
toi. Va lai noi ldo, du khong vu lgi, du
dé giup ngudi, minh ciing thiy kho ndi
qud. Khong phai s¢ ngudi khinh minh
ma sao tu nhién thay minh da ty khinh
minh roi. Cé thé noéi ldo mot chat nhe
nhe thoi dé ha b6t ndi cam gidn caa la
cao boi. Néi rang chi ta diing khdoc ké ndi
nha ngheo cuc, ndi con dau bénh... réi
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thay mui long minh dem dua lai cho chi.
Minh xin nhéan t6i. R6i muén danh xé
hanh ha gi minh cling cam chiu hét.
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11

ran don ndng hon Thuay tudng.

B&i nguoi ta khong tin la nd
noéi that. Boi ngudi ta nghi, — mot cach
rat hgp ly, — 1a n6 thay nhiéu tién trong
cai goi do, nd tham, dem giau di 6 mot
cho nao réi né noi doi. Mot dda nhod cui
day nhu né ma néi chuyén nhan dao thi
khong ai c¢6 thé tin dugc. Chi c6 tham
lam va ndi doi la dé tin ma thdi. Vay thi
tran don bat dau la dé tra khao.
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Bac Tu gai gam lén:

— May phai néi thiét. May gidu cho
nao?

— Da thua Bac con néi thiét. Con
khong co giau.

Hai cdi tat vut t6i, mau qua khong né
tranh kip.

— Giau chod nao?

— Da con...

— Noi mau lén!

— Con khong...

Hai cadi tat lai vut t6i, lan nay manh
hon lam n¢ liéng xiéng. Ban tay ctia bac
Tu gdi nhu c6 lta trong d6. N6 lam néng
rat ca hai bén ma. Va chiling nhu cho bi
tat dang sung lén, mau dang ran ran chay
don vé.
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Bac Tu gdi ho lén may ti€éng nho.

— Cu khai thiét di thi tao tha.

— Con khai thiét ma.

— Thiét cdi gi? Cai miéng may choi
leo 1€o.

Thuay khoc:

— Con ndi thiét.

— Noéi thiét! Noi thiét!

Miéng viia n6i bac Tu gai viia nhao
t6i, hai ban tay cu tat lién mién lén hai
bén ma cua néd. Cai dau bac lac lu theo
bai ban tay va bac chi ngling lai khi dau

toc bi s6 tung ra. Bac dua tay vén lai toc
viia tho:

— Tui may mat day. Vuia ntit con mat
da gié thoi luu manh. Sao? Bay gid may
da chiu chua? Giau tién ¢ dau?



320 V=B

Thay khoc oa 1én:
— Da con lay Bac, con khong c6 giau.
Bac Tu gai hung ho di xuéng bép:

— Tao di kiém cay cuti ta da. Phai
dung cui ta tra may mdi ra.

Bac Tu gai di khdi, ca ct toa van giti
vé im lang. Qua mang nudc mat, Thay
thdy ho chong mat cham cham nhin né.
Cu toa gom bac Tu trai, tat ca I con cua
bac Tu, ba bén thang dan em cua Giau
trong d6 cd thiang Lai. Con Lugm mé
mai nhin dén noi cai miéng ha tron nhu
miéng mot con cad dang tho.

Co tiéng sudng nga noi dong cui &
san sau, tiéng chui thé cta bac Tu gai,
va sau dé bac sting s¢ di vao, tay cam
mot thanh cui 16n. M6 hoi uét dam noi
madt bac, lam dinh uét cdi do vao lung
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béac. Bac lai dung trudc mat Thuy, chong
nanh mot tay, quat:

— Sao? May gidu cho nao?
Thay chun ngudi lai.
— Da thua Bac, chdu khong co...

Thanh cui ta vut xudng lung n6 bon
cailién ti€p. N6 van ngudi, nhan mdt can
rang chiu dau.

- May gan lam. Panh dau khong
khoc la may gan lam. Lén 1én di an cudp
ché khong phai di dn trom. Sao? May cé
khai ra khong? Gidu cho6 nao?

Pau qua mé miéng khong ra 16, n6
chi lac dau. Thanh cti ta lai vut xuéng
lién hoi, khong kip dém. N6 té nhao
xuong dat.
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— May ndam va phai khong? c6 gioi
nam va thi tao cho nam va ludn. Nay,
ndm va; Nay, nam va!

Bac Tu gai bo lién ti€p thanh cui, bat
ké 1a dau, la mong, 1a lung. Thuy lan tron
viia co rum nguoi lai.

Bac Tu trai s¢ vg danh nham chd
nhugc, lién ding day gii tay bac Tu gai.

— Thoi, ba ngling tay lai da. D€ tra né
da. Thuay!

- Da.

— May khon hon thi dung cé gidu
nta. Phai khai ra mau. Cai goéi dé dung
may chuc ngan?

— Da thua con khong biét.

— May cé mé ra dém ma sao noi may

khong biét?
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— Da con khong c¢6 mo ra.

— Ca trdm ngan trong do, thang Lai
no no6i vay. No ndi gbi bac day com.

— Con khong c6 mé, con khong c6
dém nhung khong cé t6i s6 do dau

— May khong coi sao may biét?

— Khi may ngudi linh biét kich chan
hoi chi ta thi chi ta ndi céd hon hai ngan
thoi.

SG tién néu ra lam ct toa “O” lén.
Moi ngudi suy nghi mot cach. Thuy thay
can giai thich thém. N6 béu bao noi:

— Con nghe chi ta n6i méi mét ban
dugc may gia lua dem lén chg Dinh mua
thudc cho thang con bénh.

Bac Tu gai:
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— Con nay tré trinh. Méi néi khong
biét trong gbi c6 bao nhiéu, bay gis lai
noéi la c¢é hon hai ngan? Phai danh ntia
thi n6 mdéi khai thiét.

Viia noi dit cau thi thanh cai lai bo
xuong. Thay lai quan quai, lai lan tranh.
Dau qua, né khoc rong lén.

— N6 6 mo6i thang luong bao nhiéu?

— Khong nghe noi.

— Con vg thang Tu L6 n6 ac lam...

— Dan d4 c4 lan dua, hoi gid ai chang
biét? Hoi 6ng di bdi chua vé, né tra khao
con nhé chét di song lai.

Budi t6i, 6ng Huyén Linh nam trén
giuong suy nghi. Thay su bat binh ma
nhdm mit bé qua thi cling 4y nay. Ong
Thanh ngay xua c6 néi “Kién nghia bat vi
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vO diing”, nghé minh khong luong thién
nhung vi bi qud ma minh phai lam. Vay
gap viéc Thién minh khong nén ti choi
dé mong lay cai Thién dé ma bu qua cai
Ackia. Ong dy tinh mot ké hoach, gat gt
gidy lau r6i méi yén tam nam ngu.

Vai ngay sau do, ong do hoi bénh
tinh ctia Thay va 1 nhé mét rang n6 da
am em va xach nudéc dugc, co diéu xach
nudc chi dugc ntia gau va thinh thoang
diing tay nhian nhd. Chac la miy vét bam
rém mau dang nhtc.

Mot budi t6i, 6ng thady Huyén Linh
ghé lai nha bac Tu L6. Bac Tu gai nghe
tiéng gay loc coc, nhin ra thay thay, lat
dat ra chao.

— Da thua thay. M&i thay ghé choi.

Va bac cam dau gay dat thay vo nha.
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Chu Tu Lo ciing lat dat diung day:
~ O, c6 thing Tu & nha do hi?
- Da.

Vg chong bac Tu kinh trong 6ng thay
vi moi khi can coi ngay, cdn cung con Sat,
cin vdi cdc dang linh Than, Thanh hoang
Hau tho, can coi van han may rui... vg
chong bac déu téi thinh ong thay.

Ong thdy chép chép chan ngdi noi
giuong.

— L nhé di ddu ma ngd vang hoe
vay?

— Da thua thay tui n6 nhay ra rap

Thanh Binh coi ban thu6c quang cao. Cé
hat xiéc ngoai do.

Ong thay gio mét ban tay quat quat
nai co.
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— Troi thang Giéng thang Hai ma
ndng...
Bac Tu gai chay tim cai quat giay:
— Mdi thay cam quat dé.
Ong thay quat xach xach vai céi.

— Vo chong lam dn d¢ ray c6 kha
khong?

Bac Tu trai:

— Da thua thay sao cu ach dui hoai.
Lam dn khong c6 du.

— Thi tao da ndi hom trong nam.
Tu6i may nam nay cé sao Tham Lang
chiéu, thang Giéng thang Hai hao tai
tan lgi, thang Nam thang Sau mac 16i
an ti€ng ndi. Phai qua Thu Dong, thiang
Chin thang Mu6i méi kha dugc.
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- Da.

Bac Tu gai dung chap tay x6 r6 khong
dam ngoi. Khong ai ddm ngoi trudc mat
moét 0ng Thanh nhu vay. Bac chgt nhé
chay di r6t moét ly nudce tra roi 1é mé dem
gai vao gilia ngon tay cua Ong thay.

— Xin mdi thay uéng chén nudc.

Ong thay nhudn mit 1én, mim cudi:

- 0.

Ong ling 1& dit ly nudc tra 1én moi.
Sau mot hoi im lang, 6ng chgt dang hang:

~ A, vg chong thing Tu, tao nghe
ddang may cé nu6i mot con nho 6...

Bac Tu gai li€c nhin bac Tu trai, ra
dau bang mat. Chac hai nguoi dang hoi
hop. Bac Tu trai u 6 phat 1én moét tiéng
((Da)).
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— Tao nghe néi n6 khong phai ngudsi
qué & mién gan day.

Bac Tu gai:

— Da nghe ndi n6 ¢ ddu may tinh
ngoai. Con nho dd, né ngd vay ma di
lam.

— Tao t6i con mat, tao ngd gi duogc.

Ong thdy pha trd réi cudi, lam hai vg
chong bac cling cudi theo. Bac Tu gai lai
tiép:

— N6 lam bo nhu hién ma gian t0
cha. D€ ho cai gi ra la bién mat.

~ O, thoi bay gio tré nhd hoang dang,
an cap moc tui.

Thuy bé em diing & sau bép tui than

nghe nhiing l6i ngudi ta phé phan minh.
Tat ca déu sai hét, déu oan hét, déu gia
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doi. Ngudi 16n y thé minh 1a 16n nén cu
tu y phé phan ké khac.

Bac Tu gai ké 1é:

— N6 do6 em, em chua ngi ma né da
ngu trugc. Lam cong chuyén thi vung ve,
nay lam bé cai ly mai lam bé cai binh.

Thay ty néi tham: con Lugm né lam
bé, con em nhd nd lam bé ma ci do toi
cho minh. Con em nho n6 khong biét
noéi, n6 khong biét nhan t6i, minh chiu
oan da danh, t6i con Lugm thi dung la
do gia miéng diéu ngoa. N6 udng nudc
dé ho hong cai binh nga bé tan ma né ct
noéi khong biét, khong biét. Khi khong ai
biét hét thi cudi cung la phan minh phai
lanh. Khong c6 chi tién lgi bang. Minh
nhu mot loai gio rac chtia nhan moi tha
do ban ma ngudi ta 14n tranh.
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Lai giong bac Tu gai:

— D0 an gian ndi ldo, toéi mudn téng
c6 cho nd vé G véGi con Tam Don. Hét
chiu néi.

— 0, may c6 khong khitng nu6i niia
thi may s6t qua cho tao. Bén tao ndm sau
biia nay thi€u mot dua dat. Thang nho
& vdi tao, blia truéc me nd dan vé Long
Huong, tao chiu bé tay; Co dda dat, tao
mdi di lam an dugc. Con mat t6i mo, di
diing trong nha thi con r6 ram dugc ché
budc ra khoi nha, xe ¢ am am, biét ngo
dau tranh?

bé nghi bat ngo cta 6ng thay Huyén
Linh lam bac Tu quynh. Cing tai minh
ma ra. Cé né am em, xach nudc, nau
com quét nha, rua chén, cong viéc cling
bon ché phai it dau.
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Ong thay hé hé con mat nhin thai do
ctua bac Tu gai thi thdy bac ra hiéu cho
bac Tu trai bang cach chia mot ngoén tay
tré chot chot nhiéu lan vé minh. Miéng
thi tham cai gi do, 6ng khong dam hé to
mat dé coi nén khong hiéu r6. Nhung
ong dut thong minh d€ doan tam ly cua
ho. Ong noi:

— Hai vg chong may mudén bao nhiéu
mot thang?

Bac Tu trai:
- Da cling chua tinh.
Ong thay suy nghi mot lat.

— Bay gio tao tinh vay né. May dé€ lai
né cho tao, moi thang tao dua mot ngan
rudi. Cong viéc khong cé chi hét, né cu
di theo dat gay cho tao.
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— Da thua thay...

Bac Tu gai mdi ndi t6i do thi mac
nghén, hét biét no6i sao. Mot ngan rudi la
nhiéu nhung chiang 1€ minh nhén tién?
Cling phai noi...

Ong thdy gat ngang:

— Tanh tao mau man, giai quyét nhu
vay hgp ly hop tinh. Tién luong dé hang
thang ta giao cho vg chong may. Vo
chong may ct nhan, réi tinh sao véi ba
con gia dinh né thi tuy vg chong may.

- Da.

— Néu khong nhin cho tao ludn thi
cho tao mugn dé vai thang.

— Da. Da thoi dé€ thay dan no vé sai
vat.

— Tao khong sai vat. Tao sai no dat.
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— Da, d€ n6 dat thay di man. Da, cho
thay vé6i vg chong tui.

~ O. Bita nay mung Tam dugc ngay.
Gi¢ Tuat may dan né qua cho tao.

- Da.
— Thoi tao vé.

Thé 1a bat dau tu ngay mong Chin,
Thuy lang thang khap cac nga dudng véi
6ng thdy Huyén Linh. Ong ban mot cdi
ao dai den co vat 4o cut ngang dau goi.
Nhiing ngay mdéi don vé Phan Rang, 6ng
doi khan déng cho ra phong cach mot
nha Nho c¢6 nghién cttu Dich Ly Dong
phuong nhung bdi phdi di cd ngay mo
hoi va ra u6t nhep cd tran ca chan téc nén
cuoi cung danh phai dep cdi khdn dong.
Ong giit lai cdi du den xoé tron cim &
tay trai d€ cho ban hang dé nhén ra 6ng.
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Co biia mang guong den, c6 bita khong.
Mang guong den c6 thé lam cho ngudi ta
nghi la minh mé& dugc con mat, la minh
khong dui. Tha bo guong ma chiu khé
nham mat cho that ky. Noi mot ngon tay
trai ong mdéc mot cdi kiéng bang dong
nhd, tay mdt cam cai dui. Ca di chling
hai muoi thudc thi go keng keng. Thuy
am tham di bén canh, luc thi cAam moét
dau gay, luc thi dua vai cho 6ng thay vin.

Keng keng... Keng keng.

Pho nay queo qua pho khac, ngudi
hai bén dudng t6 mo dung nhin ro6i than
nhién budc di. Pudng Thong Nhat... cau
Ong Cop... ciu Nudc Da.

Tét tét tét tét, tiéng coi thét nhuc
tai, thdy tro rdo cang vao ding dat bén
duong.
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— Xe nha binh ha con? N6 ché cdi gi
ma chay ram ram d vay?

— Da toan xe trong. Chay ca cong
voa.

— Nhé dat thay di trong bo 1€ nghe
con? Xe My véi xe Dai Han no chay du
lam. Khi nghe tiéng coi thi minh tranh
da khong kip.

— Da, con toan di trén ba lé.

Keng keng.. Keng keng. Ré qua
dudng Hai Ba Trung, ré qua Qudc 16
Mudi mot. La tré nho chay tua ra:

~ Ra coi 6ng thay boi bay oi! Ong
thay boi bay oi!

— A! Ong thiy bé6i dui. Ong nhuéng
nhudng con mat.
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~ C6 cdi kéng nita bay oi! Ong thdy,
boi cho tui mot qué!

Mot dda trac mudi tudi, ¢ tran, tu
trong nha chay ra:

— Thay boi n6i mo. Thay bdéi ndi dya.

Thay Huyén Linh im ldng rdo chan
budc. Thay thi s¢ nhat 1a nhiing dia
choi ac ném da. Con nit chuyén mon bat
chudc, hé c6 ném da 1a chuc dda un un
chay lugm da ném téi tap. Cai du 6ng
thay bi toet phdi va lai mot miéng 16n
la cing do mét hon da 16n ca mot dua
ném trung. Duing lai bat dén, doi co véi
1@t con nit thi cing ching &n gi, Ong thay
danh chiu thua lam lai buéc.

- E, thay bdi! Thay boi!
Thay Huyén Linh ding lai:
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— Ai kéu do6 con? Nhu giong ngudi
16n.

Thuy nhin quanh quat.
— Lai day!

Thay hudng vé ngudi dan ba dung
goi, dat thay ré xuéng con dudng nho
vao mdt can nha gach. Ngudi dan ba tuoi
chting ba muoi, mat trét nhiéu phan. Co
ta mdc b 4o ngt bang lua mau vang. Co
ta moi thay:

— Moi thay ngoi.

Thay Huyén Linh an toa noi mép cta
mot chiéc di vang g6. Thay hoi ngay:

— Co xin diéu chi? Béi qué gia dao
hay cong danh?

— Da thua thay xin qué tinh duyén.
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Ong thdy méc tui 1dy mot cai khan
do, cham rai trdi ra trudc mdt. Va khong
biét bang cach nao ma khi khan trai xong
thi da c6 bon dong tién kep nam & long
ban tay. Bang hai ban tay, thay nhim bén
dong tién ning cao ngang tran viia lam
nham khan. C6 nhiéu tiéng Nam mo lan
10n gitia nhiing tiéng ndi ri ram. Roi thay
chgt cat cao giong:

— CO tén chi?

— Da Nguyén thi Nga.

— Tuoi gi?

— Da thua thay chau ham ba tudi.
— Qué 6 dau?

- Da & Sa Déc.

Thay trd lai ri ram trong viéc khan
vai. Chuiing nhu d€ cho than chti yén tim
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1a thay dang lo cau khdn vé minh, thay
chgt to giong doc tén tin chd, nién canh
va sinh quan tra quan: Nguyén thi Nga
(chii Nga 6ng ndéi nho lai) nhi thap tam
tué, sanh tai Sa Péc xu, ngu tai Ninh
thuan DPao... Ong cong lung véi ba véi r6i
trao tién cho than chu:

— Co gieo qué di.

Than chu ném dong tién xudng mat
vai. Ong thay 14y ngén tay mo. Réi lai thu
tién giao cho than chu bao gieo ntia. Co
Nga lai ném xuong va 6ng thay lai lay tay
mo. Phai bon lan nhu vay, 6ng thay méi
thu tién vé, tram ngam suy nghi. Théan
cht hoi hop chong mat nhin thay va lan
nao Thay cing thay hoi hop lay. Thay
ddang hang mot tiéng 16n lam than chu
giat minh r6i mdéi khé kha binh giai 16i
Thanh day.
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Sau tin chtt Nguyén thi Nga, nguoi
tin cht tiép theo khong coi boi ma hoéi s6
mang. Thay hoi tuoi:

— Ong nam nay bao nhiéu tudi?
— Da dung ba muoi.

— Vay 1a di tudi Canh Thin. Mang
Kim, sao Thuy Diéu. Ong sinh vao nim
Kim Tinh chiéu ménh, Tt vi c6 sao Truc
phu. Hi than, Pa la, Diéu y, Lam quan,
Long dtic, Héa quyén, Hong Loan chiéu.
Ong sanh triudng vao mot nha dao dic,
ong ba hién phudc nhd dé ma thoat
nhiéu tai nan, khéi sa vong phap luat.
Pham cdi tudi Canh Thin thi khon ngoan
quan chung nhung sinh bat phung thdi,
tti ndm ham ba tudi dén nay, hé tinh mot
duong thi né di mot néo. Ong sinh nhdm
mua ha, cé tai ma khong gap thoi. SO nay
la s6 hoa tr6 mudn ma. Phai tt ba muoi
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hai tudi tré 1én, lam dn mdi tru.

Quadcnhdnxétnonndtcuand. Thay
khong tin bao nhiéu & su ngay thiét ctia
nghé thay né. V6i ngudi nao thay ciing
khen qué lanh so tot. Néu dang nghéo
thi ndi ba bdn nam niia sé giau. Gan nhu
nguoi nao cling sap co tin hay & xa vé, c6
qudi nhon pho trg cé trung van hay hau
van t6t. Cé ngudi ndi thang:

— Biia trudc thay noéi thang nay lam
an phat tai, bué6n mot 16i mudi ma tdi 16
ky nay gan sap tiém.

Thi thay an ui:

— Cai van cua ba no6 khién vay dé
ché. Khong tan tai thi né hao cach khac.
Ma tha tan tai con hon. Vi con ctia con
nguoi, ngudi lam ra cua. Ma khong cé
sao dau. Qua Thu thi n6 vugng tré lai.
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— Thay noi ro rang la t6i phat tai ngay
trong thang nay ma.

— bung vay. Dung vay. Dang lé la
trong thang nay. Nhung cdi han ctia ba
né nang qua. Phai gidi lan lan. Ba c6 am
phu duong trg, phtc dic tai mau ma. Ba
lo chi? Sanh la dan 6ng thi lam quan to,
sanh lam dan ba thi la ba l6n.

Van van. Thay n6i mdt lat thi nguoi
gian dii cho may cting hoa ra hién lanh,
va trén sy that bai hién tai, ngudi ta tha
hé ma xay hy vong. Khong, Thuy kho-
ng thich cai 16i dé ngot kiéu do. N6 gan
glii v6i mot sy ltia doi. Nhung Thuy kho-
ng thé ghét 6ng thady Huyén Linh. Bé&i
ong xau véi nguoi ta nhung ma tot véi
n6. Nhiing bita gap ba khach rong rai,
thay khen toan nhiing bu6én ban phat
tai thang quan tién chuc, ba thudng cho
bon, ndm tram bac thi thay thudng cho
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ndé nam dong dn ca rem. Ngd nghinh
nhat la luc do ti€éng chudng keng keng
ctua thay dugc dap lai bdi ti€éng chudng
leng keng ctia thang ban ca rem va thay
hoi:

— Con c6 khat nudc khong?

— Thua thay khong. — Thuy thudng

noéi doi nhu vay.

— Cho con ndm dong day con mua ca
rem.

Nhiéu biia thay dugc bong hiu, thay
cho luén mudi dong. Thuy dé danh,
trong bung nham tinh. Khi nao ¢6 du
mot tram sé mua mot cdi nén mdéi dé
hoém nao vé tham Di Tam thi dem biéu
Di. Di ci udc ao c6 dugc mot cai non
mdi, thi ndn bai tho mdng, nhe, kéo dau
trong lang mudt. Cti moi 1an dugc thay
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cho tién la Thuy tinh nhdm trong oc.
Pugc bon muoi dong réi. Con sdu chuc
ntia. Pugc nam chuc roéi, con nam chuc
ntia.

Sau mdt thang theo thay, né da thao
trong cong viéc diu dat. Thay Huyén
Linh giao cho né cam kéng va cam dui
ludn. N6 ty tinh do dudng, di mot ching
chiing bao nhiéu budc thi khua chiéng
keng keng., Thay Huyén Linh bo cai gay
& nha va thay chi dé tay 1én vai n6 dé né
dan budc cho thay.

Ba vg 6ng thay Huyén Linh nguoi
Om yé€u, tinh hién lanh. Thudng ngay ba
it khi budc ra khéi nha. Ong ba c6 mot
duda con trai 1én bay tudi ciing hién lanh
nhut nhat nhu me. Trong nha cé hai
ngudi chdu trai § nha qué chay giac téi ta
tuc. Ca hai dang hoc nghé & mot xudng
moc gan do. Ngudi anh tén 1a Binh,
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nguoi em tén la Lugc. Hai anh em déu la
ngudi chon chat, con mang cot cach can
cl cua ngudi con trai nha qué.

Mot biia t0i trong khi moi ngudi da
an giac nga thi chgt nghe tiéng goé cua
dén dap. Ong thay hoi:

- Ai do?
Mot tiéng no6i dong dac:

— Canh sat. M& ctia mau dé sodat thé
gia dinh.

Anh dén bdm roi xuyén 1én mai nha.
Thim Huyén Linh danh diém xoet xoet
cham den. Tiéng goi ctia v0i va thém:

— Md& ra mau. MG mau.

~ Da... Da, — Ong thay tra 10i.
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Thay nhin anh Binh anh Lugc. Hai
ngudi mdat may nhén nhdac. Ho ndi thi
tham v&i nhau roi nhe tay mé ctia sau.
Ho len nhe qua ctia thi chgt & dang sau
nha dén bam loé 1én, ti€ng sung lén dan
lach cach va c6 tiéng ho: «Dung lai!
Chay tao ban!” Hai ngudi linh nai nit
bang stng 6ng lot vd nha bang nga sau.
Via lac d6 thi thim Huyén Linh da mé
dugc cua trudc. Ba ngudi linh budc vao
ti clia trudc. Hai ngudi linh khac, mot
nguoi nam co 4o anh Lugc mot nguoi
nam tay anh Binh 16i ti ctia sau vao nha.
Mot ngudi noi:

— Hai anh nay bo chay tron...

— Da thua khong, — anh Binh run
run noi. Da chdu ra sau di tiéu.

Ngudi linh kia nat lén:
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— Di tiéu cdi gi hai dta? Di tiéu sao
lai chay?

- Da...

— Dua gidy to coi.

Anh Lugc lai luc & céi va-li thiéc dat
¢ dau giuong. Ngudi canh sat. — dau co
doi mi ludi trai nén dé nhan, — hoéi dng
thay:

— Dua thé gia dinh coi.

Ba thim “Da” va lai mo & cdi trang
tho 6ng Dia. Thim cam t6 khai gia dinh
mau xanh.

— Tang Cén la 6ng phai khong?
Ong thdy ding day:
- Da.

— Con Nguyén thi Bup la ai?
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Ba thim:
— Da, 14 tui.
— Tang Tho bay tuoi?

Ba thim chi thang con dang ding
ngo ngac nhin:

— Da, la thang con tui.

Ong Canh st quay lai nhin Thuy:
— Con con nay?

— Da con nho giap viéc.

— Sao khong c6 ghi tén trong thé gia
dinh?

— Da n6 mdi téi.

— C6 trinh cho Lién gia dai biéu dé
ghi tén trong s6 vang lai khong?

— Da thua...
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— Khong c6 ché gi. Thoi, con nho, ra
diing day.

Thuy liu riu lai ding & ch6 6ng canh
sat chi. Trong khi d6 thi may ngudi linh
kia dang coi gidy t& ctia anh Binh va anh
Lugc, 6ng canh sat lai gan.

— Sao? Con hai anh nay sao?
— Da tron quan dich.
Anh Lugc run khyng:

— Dabédm 6ng... da bdm thay... chau...
con... & nha qué méi ra.

— Muén & dau thi 6. Thé kiém tra
dau?

Mot 6ng linh chia mot thé kiém tra:

— Da mot dtia ¢6 mot dia khong.
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Ong canh sit cAm 14y thé cham chu
doc:

— Pung tudi quan dich. Véy la ca hai
tron quan dich. Mot dua thiéu gidy to.

Ngudi canh sat quay lai 0ng thay:

— Ong thay 4o rdi lén Ty Céanh sat
luén. Ong chép chita, 6ng gitip phuong
tién cho ké...

— Da thua 6ng Chinh pht, t6i mu
loa...

- Ong ct di xuéng Ty réi thua véi
cap trén.

— Da thua 6ng...

— Thoi mau 1én. Toi khong c6 thdm
quyén giai quyét. Con nhé nay nita. Mau.
Tat cd anh em, dan ho ra xe.
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Anh Binh, anh Lugc, Thuy va cuoi
cung la 6ng thay Huyén Linh liu riu di
gitia nhiing cay sung. S¢ hai lat dat qua
nén Ong thay quén vin vao vai Thuy. May
ma lic ndy khi doi thoai 6ng nhé nham
kin hai con mat.

Leo 1én moét chiéc G.M.C 16n, trén
doé c6 hai day nguoi da ngoi san. Thanh
nién c6. SO6n so6n 6. Co cd may cd mac
ao ngt mau xanh mau do va mat trat day
phén. Ho vui vé cudi néi nhu chiang cé
chuyén gi xay ra.

Chuyén luc sodt nha thay Huyén
Linh 13 chuyén ché6t nén xe chay thiang
vé Ty canh sat. Sung 6ng va nhiing vong
day kém gai lam Thuy s¢ run lén. Tat ca
cung xudng xe, di mdt doan bang qua
san, vao mdt day nha thip. Ngoi dgi &
hai céi bang g6 dat doc mai hién. Cé
nguoi buon qua ngodi bét ludn dudi san
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xi mang. Tling ngudi mot dugc day vao
ban gidy dé 1ap bién ban.

Thuy ngoi im ldng nhin vo van lén
vom troi mau den. C6 vai ngodi sao nho
tit dang nhap nhdy rung rinh. Hoi nhé
& nha qué dudng nhu dém t6i c6 nhiéu
sao hon trén nén tréi. Ma hay kéu may
dia ra ngoi ngoai san, ngoi trén chiéc
chiéu dé cung nhin 1én cac ngoi sao. Em
Tyu di lting chiing, nga vao long ma roi
ding day di, lai nga vao long anh Tun,
roi dung day di lai nga vao long Thuy.
Tiéng ma diu dang:

— Coi chting! Té trang dau do6 con.
Thoi, khong choi vay nita. Lai tap hat véi
ma.

Mot Ong sao sang

Hai Ong sang sao



354 | =B

Ba 0ng sao sang
Bén 6ng sang sao...

Hang cau dung ven bd san bung xoe
nhting ngon 1a cong lén trdi. Chung yén
[dng nhu dang mong dgi mdt cai gi, mot
ngon gid, mot anh trang sap 1én. Huong
thom ctiahoabudingaongattrongkhong
khi. Tiéng uénh oang ctia nhiing con énh
uong vang day nghet & day rudng trudc
nha. Chung n6 nhu kéu gao rang & ngoai
nay téi qua, rang ndm trong c6 nglia qua,
rang ngam chan trong nudc lanh qua.
Chac ching dang thém dugc ng6i tu hop
ém dém trén mot vudng chiéu nhu thé
nay, nguoi nao ciing yéu thuong tran tré
ngudi ngdi canh bang tit ca tim long.
Tiéng uénh oang, tiéng uénh oang, tiéng
cua nhai, cha énh uong hay ctia chau
chudc... moi thu tiéng dé tao thanh cudc
doi, cudc doi ém 4i, cudc doi bay gio da
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thanh Qué Khd, da xa han, da mat han.

Thay nghe uét noi ma, 1ay tay ro 1én
thi thdy ma minh da uét day nudc mat.
Hai dong nuéc mat dang bo xuéng cham
cham gan t6i moi, gan téi cam gay mot
cam giac nhe nhe, nhon nhot. N6 nham
doi mat lai va cdm thay cai hé nuéc mat
dé trao ra dé chay thém.

Chgt mot tiéng 6m O6m bén tai lam
noé giat minh:

— T61 phién con nay. Vo!

N6 dung day, khong kip lau nuéc
mat, budc vao phong. Mot ngudi mac
quan phuc ngudc nhin né:

— Em tén gi?

— Da con tén Lé thi Thuy.



356 | Wk

Ngudi ay cui xuong viét trong mot
cuon s6 16n.

— May tudi?

— Da mudi hai.

- Qué quan?

— Xa Xuan Phuéc, quan BDong Xuan.

— Tru ngu tai?

— Da con ¢ nha 6ng thay ctia con.

— Tén gi?

— Da con khong biét tén.

— A, Ong thay bdi d6 ha?

- Da.

Ngudi quan nhan lat qua trang trudc
chac dé€ tim cai tén ong thay. Hi hoay viét
roi ngang lén nhin Thay:
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— Em & nha d6 ma khong cé ghi tén
trong s6 gia dinh. Nhu vay la cu tru bat
hop phap, nghe chua?

- Da.

— Em lam gi & do?

— Da dé€ dat 6ng thay di boi.
— ( day t6 phai khong?

— Da con khong biét. Con dang & cho
bac Tu xich 16 thi bac gai dan con qua &
cho Ong thay.

Ngudi quan nhan chu dai cdi miéng
ra suy nghi viia nhiu may nhin lau lén
mat Thay. R6i chgt bat 1én ndi:

— Thoi dugc. Mai hay.

T6i do, Thiy nam ngt trén mot trong
nhting chiéc chiéu trai gitia san xi mang
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ctia mdt can phong dai, ctia s6 ¢ chin
song sat va ctia ra vao dugc khoda ky. Mét
qua nén né ngu hoi nao khong hay, ngu
gitia nhiing ngudi dan ba la. N6 xa cach
thay n6 dugc lua vao mdt phong khac.

Trua hom sau né dugc dan ra phong
gidy. Cing cai phong khi hom nhung
sO ngudi ngdi lam viéc dong. N6 dugc
day t&i mot ong mép map cd cai mat day
mun do. C)ng mdc sd mi trang nén co
vé hién hon nhiing 6ng mdc ka ki ngoi
canh. Ong cit tiéng 6 6:

— May cu ngu bat hop phap, dang 1é
tao giam, nghe chua? Nhung thdy may
con nho. Vay tao tha cho. Hay tré vé
nguyen quan cua may, nguyén quan ng-
hiala... 6 6... 1a xt s& cia may do, vé lang
may do, vé cho ba con ctia may dé. Dling
c6 lang thang & day niia. Nghe chua? Heé
canh sat bat mét lan nia la tao khong
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tha. Nghe chua? Thoi cho di ra.

Thuy muon “Da’, muén “Da” nhiéu
lan ma ong khong dé hé mot cho nao
dé néd chen tiéng “Da” vao dd. N6 ciing
khong biét gidi thich cdch nao cho 6ng ta
hiéu rang xt s& cia n6 khong cé né niia
ma vé, lang ctia n6 con dau ntia ma veé?
Nhung ma o6ng ta da no6i “Thoi, cho di
ra” tic la minh phai di ra gap, ra khoéi noi
nay di. Phai coi nhu dé la mot an hué.
Con chuyén lang xém xu s& la chuyén
sau.

N6 v0i vang budc mau ra khoi cai
san qua dai qua rong. Gan nhu vua di
viia chay. Cu s¢ c6 tiéng kéu “E! Con kia!
Vo6 day tao hoi lai... tao coi lai... tao xét
lai”. No di t6i cai cong c6 hai ngudi bong
sung gac. NO quiu chan, mot ban chéan
thoc vudng vao dng quan lam no suyt té.
Nhung may, r6i né cling di lot qua khoi
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cai cong.

Troi oi! Thé gidi ty do kia! Xe cd ao
ao vun vut kia! Ngudi di lai nhén nho
kia! Tré nho chay choi vui vé kia! N6
nhép cudc véi moi ngudi an 6n vo cung,
nhe nhéom v6 cung. Chéan ctia n6 nhu
khong cham xudng mat dat.

Tim vé nha 6ng thay thi thay ctia
dong. Mot cai dng khoa 16n khéa trai ctia
lai. Hoi nguoi hang x6m thi biét rang ba
thay s¢ qua don vé nha ngudi em & mai
dudi Thanh phong.

Khong dam dung lau trudc ctia boi
tu nhién nd bong lay cai s¢ ctia ba thay.
N6 di ngugc lai, khong ddm ghé nha bac
Tu L6. N6 di trd lai con dudng Thdong
Nhat. Noi nay hang ngay né gd keng
keng dé€ diu chan 6ng thay Huyén Linh.
Nhiing ctia hiéu van tdp nip nhu khong
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hé c6 su doi thay gi. Ciing nhiing cai 4o
mua treo thung thinh, nhiing cai 1o dot
bang dau ltua son xanh. Hiéu thudc tay
cd xép mot nui stia hop, hiéu ban do sat
ngdn ngang, hiéu an sap ban tling day.

N6 di lan vé phia cau Ong Cop... cau
Nuéc Da. Dén bén xe do. Tu nhién 16i
noéi ctia 6ng canh sat map map danh vao
tai nd “Vé xd s& clia may... Bat mot lan
ntia tao khong tha” Xu s§ cia n6 bay gis?
Ba con lang nudc ctia nd bay gic? Tat ca
chi con ¢6 Di Tam. Muén hiéu thé nao
thi hiéu, n6 hién gio chi con c6 di Tam.
Ngheo nan, thi€u thén nhung Di Tam
khong bé nd. Chét hep ban thiu nhung
G cai nha caa Di Tam n6 chua bi luc soat
va dan di. Chi con c6 Di Tam lam cdi coc
gitia dong dé€ than phan rong réu ctia no
tam bam viu géi than.
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N6 leo 1én chiéc xe d0 ma mdi hoi
nao nd theo bac Tu Lo budc lén ngoi.
May trong tui con bay muoi dong, gom
gop tién cua 6ng thay Huyén Linh cho.
Nhiéu biia 6ng biéu an ca rem ma nd
chiu nhin dgi vé nha tu moét hoi nudc
lanh. Bdy muoi dong du tién mot vong
xe. Mat cdi mi lac va bo quan do lay ra
khong dugc. Phai chi ba thay ding co
nhut nhat qua. Vén liéng da chang cé
thém, trai lai cd mdi ngay moéi bét. Bay
muoi dong bac trong tui lat ntia da hét
sach. V€ v6i Di Tam vé6i hai cai tai sach
tron, khong mot bd quan do dé€ thay,
khong con cdi mi lac trén dau. Nghi dén
cai mi trén dau, nghi dén Di Tam, nd
no6i tham:

— Di 0i, con thuong Dj, con dn nhin

dé danh mong c¢6 du mot tram dong dé
mua cdi nén dem vé tang Di. Thé ma so
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con lao dao ki€u nay thi cdi mdéng udc
cta con biét bao gid con méi thuc hién
dugc?
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hat y nhu trong mot giac chiém
bao! HOm nay thi Thuy tré
thanh dua nhé ban bong cao su xanh dé,
di lang thang khap cac phd. Gigng rao
ctia n6 buodn ba:
— Ai mua bong bong...cao su?
Trén tay né la mot canh cay cé nhiéu
nhanh nho va nhiéu 14 xanh. Cac cai

bong béng ¢t rai rac vao canh la. Bong
bong nhiéu mau, c6 cdi tron nhu trdi tdo
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16n, ¢6 céi dai nhu trdi dua gang, co cdi
minh dai bi that tting doan tron lién tiép.
Tay trai cam mot cai coi dé thinh thoang
ddt 1én miéng thdi te te thay cho tiéng
rao.

Mot céido so mi cut tay d€16 canh tay
cta n6 phoi dudi anh nang gay gat. Mot
cai ndn la ci chup lén dau. Duéi chan la
doi dép Nhat. Phai di guong nhe vi dé
dép da mon vet. Mo6i lan budc manh, got
chan thon manh xuéng mat dudng, nhic
é am. Mot quai dép lai bi dut, phai lay
day thép cot chiang phu. N6 cta rat noi
khe ngdn chan. Cdi quan vai den thung
thinh bé quap noi dau goi, hut hoi néng
cua mat trdi. Hinh nhu ¢é nhiéu mo héi
tham & nhiing soi vai, tham & gitia nhiing
soi vai khién cai quan ndng thém, nhép
nhép kho chiu.
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Moét c6 bé hoc sinh nho hon né chot
di qua canh né6. C6 bé mdc jupe trang,
xép li thang, xoe ra déu din va tring
mudt, va nhe mong nhu canh trang cta
mot cdi hoa. Doi bap chén thon. Ban
chan nho mang giay da lang mau trang.
So mi ngan tay bang th hang méng va
xOp cling mot mau trang tinh. Thuy cé
cam tudng thd hang moéng do vua che
dugc nang ma vtia hing dugc gié hodc
tao dugc ra gid. Da & canh tay, da & bap
chan tha h6 ma hudng gi6 mat. Trén
dau déi moét cai mi rong vanh cling mau
trang. Co hoc sinh trong sach, tuci mat
nhu mot dda hoa con uét suong.

Thay cui nhin xu6ng minh. Cai so
mi duc mau cat ban. Nhiing vét tich cta
cudc séng, cua sy lam viéc in ro trén do:
mot 16 chay, mdt vét mau sat di khong
biét do vat gi tao nén, mdt bét mau nau
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dam dudng nhu béi mu chuoi day phai.
Do6i ban chan moc bui dudng, mo hoi
uét vé thanh nhiing nét ngong ngoeo
trén 16p bui.

Nang d6 Itia trén dau.

Thuy dua coi 1én miéng thoi te te.
Rdi rao ué€ odi :

— Bong béng cao su day!

Tiéng “Day” phat am thanh “De”
viia d6 mét, viia nghe ro. Phai c6 cuc
kh6 nhoc mét méi dé ra sang kién. Phai
ha tién stic lyc. Trong nam ti€ng ctia cau
rao, no chi phat am co6 tiéng “Su” va “De”,
May tiéng kia cu lu6t qua. Nghe « Su »
va «De» nghe tiéng coi te te la khac hiéu.
Chén budc lang dang, miéng thoi te te,
ci con dudng trudc mit ma budc, tién
cd nga ré thi ré vao.
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Di dugc mét 1at, chgt nhin 1én cai
bién ghi tén dudng, né giat minh ding
sting lai. Duong Hong Bang! N¢ lat dat
di thdo lui. Khong. Khong. N6 khong
dam di vé con duong ci, di tré lai con
duodng cti. N6 s¢ gdp lai ngudi quen, so
gap Bich Liéu hay ba Dtc Lgi, sg gdp ca
chi bép. Khong. Khong. Ky ni¢m dau x4t
qua muc chiu dyng cta nd, cé thé lam
chay nudc mat bét cti ldc nao nd bat ngo
nghi t6i. Ky niém tan nhan. N6 ré sang
dudng Hoa Lu.

- E! Bong bong! Dem lai day.
Thay ngo ngac nhin quanh.
— Bong béng dem lai day!

O noi mot cdng ngd, hai dlia con nit
vay tay kéu. N6 vac canh cay chay qua
dudng. Mot thanh nién dang vot nhanh
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Honda vo6i thang kit lai, viia lén tiéng
chui:

— b.m. Con qui dui. May khong, tao
can chét cha may.

N6 hoi hop miing thoat chét. Khong
biét16i cia minh hay10i cia ngu6i phong
Honda. Cu chay lai ban cho dugc mot
cai bong béng da.

— Em thich céi bong bong nao?

Mot dua bé chting 1én nam tudi co6
doi mat sang chi vao cai bong bong mau
xanh:

— Cai xanh kia.

Mot dua bé ding cao hon, méap hon
nhe ham rang sun ra, chi:

— Cdi vang kia dep hon may oi.
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Thang bé mat sang quay lai:

— Ai hoi may? Tién cta tao ché tién
cia may har

— U8, tao noi ké tao. Tao ndi cdi bong
boéng vang dep hon do, may lam gi tao?

Thang bé mat sang quay vao nha, la
lén:

- Ma oi, thang Phong n6 choc con.
Ma oi!

Trong nha khong co tiéng tra 1oi.
Thang bé mat sang lién nhao t6i dam mot
thui vao bung thang bé sun rang. Thang
sin rang né dg via di ra xa. Thang bé
mat sang lai nhao t&i. Thay phai lat dat
can hai da ra:

— Thoi di hai em. Cé mot chut ciling
danh 1on.
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— Aibiéu né ct choc thang Cut hoai?
— Tao dau c6 choc may?

— May ndi céi bong bong vang dep
hon.

— No6i vay ma choc ha?

— Ché khong sao? Tao noi cdi xanh
dep, may ndi cai vang dep.

— Tao ct ndi lip. Miéng tao tao noi.
Thuy lai hoa giai:

— Thoi hai dang hué. Em nay tén Cut,
em kia tén Phong. Sao ma em dat tén
Cut? Ra trudng tui ban né cudi.

— O nha tén Cut. Bita nao di hoc, tén
Thanh Son. Théang kia ¢ nha tén Cu.

Thuay quay sang thang bé tén Cu:
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— Ma em dau?
— Ma em di lam.
Thang bé tén Cut cudp loi:

- Ma thang Cuat cing di lam. Ma
thang Cut lam & Ty Cong chanh. Ma
n6 lam & Ty Buu dién. Ma né méi bi té
xe Honda hom qua. Ma né di queo qua
trudng N bi xe nha binh My n6 ép, ma
no te.

— Xi, bi xe jeep ché bd xe nha binh
ha? — viia ndi n6 viia hat ham va guc gac
dau. Ham rdng nhe ra vo tinh dé thay ro6
c6 bon chiéc rung.

— Ma thang Cat khong té. Ma thang
Cut di bo. S& & gan. Chiéu vé ma thang
Cut ghé lai chg mua do6 an luén. Mua rau
cd, 6t, gan heo va mua cho thang Cut
mot trai xoai.
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— M4 tao mua cam.
— Xoai dn ngon hon cam.

Lai sap stia cdi nhau, thui nhau. Thuay
hoi:

— Em ¢6 di ndm dong dé khong?
Dua day chi ban cho moét cdi bong bong.

Cut Thanh Son dua ra moét ban tay
nam chat. Thuy g& nhiing ngén tay. Mot
dong bac chi mudi dong canh st rang
cua in dau do lén da tay ndn cta no.

— Em ldy cdi bong béng xanh nay
phai khong?

- Da.

Thay g& bong béng trao cho nd. N6
cam roi vut chay vao nha.

~ E, khoan da. Em ra l4y tién du da.
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Nhung n6 da chay bién mat. Thuy
moc tui dém nam dong trao cho cu
Phong:

— Pem vao dua cho Cut.

Cu Phong nam chat ban tay réi vut
chay theo ludn, miéng la oi 6i:

— B! Tién du day! Tién du day! Mua
bong bong ma khong 14y lai tién du. E!
Mua bong...

Tiéng n6 mat hat khi chay qua goc
nha. Thay lting thung budc di. Cai coi
lai dat lén miéng thoi te te. Tuy thu vao
dugc ¢ nam dong nhung né thay vui.
Hai dua nhé ngay tho, cai nhau do6 roi lai
choi than v6i nhau dé6. Ca ngay, cudsi dé
r6i khoc do, khoc xong trd sang cudi.

Bong bong cao su de! Te te... Cao su
de!
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Trong mot goc san trudong, mot cay
phugng dé ruc mau hoa nhac Thuy nhé
dén mua he, dén ngay bai truong. Canh
phuong roi lac dac trén san. No di ké lai
hang rao ddn mat nhin vao. Mai hién
dai hun hat. Hoc tro ding tting nhém
noéi chuyén, cd li con trai nhé nghich
ngom, — chac la Dé That,— dap xe vun
vut leo 1én hién hodc cam cdy dudi nhau.
A, day 1a van phong. Trén cai ban dai,
ddt nhiing chong hoc ba. Hai c6 gido va
hai 6ng thay dang ngdi phé. Mau 4o vang
ctia moét cd y hét mau vang ctia xap hoc
ba. C6 kia 40 mau laa chin. Hai 6ng thay
phé xap hoc ba mau dé. Thinh thoang
ho ngang mat 1én ndi chuyén véi nhau,
cudi, roi cti xudng hi hody pheé tiép.

O mot 16p hoc mé& rong ctia, mot Ong
thay gido dang ngoi viét gi dd trén ban.
O gitia 16p, sau chi hoc sinh choi tro choi
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déi khan. Ho ngodi theo vong tron, moi
ngudi dat mot cai khan trén dau. Mot chi
khuoén mdt manh mai, 4o so mi lya vang
nhat noi giong Sai gon:

— He, tui ndi « Bén mat » thoi phai
chup cdi khan trén dau cua ngudi ngodi
bén mdt, nghe hon? Roi ddt 1én dau
minh. Tui ho «Bén trai» thdi phai man
ngugc lai. Nghe hon? Ne, ba Lan dung
ndi «chiéng», hong nghe r6i man bay do.
Ngoi xudng, Tam, ngdi cho nay. My Linh
ngoi day. Xich vo cho Ngo thi Thuy ngodi
VOi.

Cudc choi bat dau. Bén trai. Bén
phai. Chup bén nay. Chup bén kia. Ré6t
khéan. Hai canh chuyp l6n va vao nhau.
Toéc xu 1én, réi tung. Cudi lan cudi bo.
R0 rang 1a moi ham rang déu nhe ra cudi
hét.
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O ngoai hang rao Thiy nhin ho cudi
ngon lanh cting thich thu cudi theo.

— Ba Van nay 4u thugng hang. Chup
16n khong thay khédn roi cti x6c dau minh
lén. Ba Phuong niia. Ci lan ao nga nhao
l1én minh ngudi ta.

— Tai chi Thinh d6. Méi tap choi,
phai goi cham vay ché.

Co6 may chi mdy anh bung xach 1é
mé nhiing gié nang di vao mdt phong
hoc. Thuy men theo bo tuéng nhin vao.
Trén ban thay dat nhiéu ly tach, nhiéu
lon bia va coca. Hai lo hoa. C6 nhiing r6
16n day khan, chac la mén an trong do.
Chudi, cam, tao da sap trén bon, nam dia
16n. Sap lién hoan ro6i! Mua He la mua
tam biét, la mua ctia nhiing tap luu but.
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Mua bai trudng! may cd hoc sinh
nhd cd cdm tay nhau di tho thin trén
san. Sap xa nhau ma. Du t6i 16p khong
hoc ciling cu t6i. Khong biét noi gi véi
nhau ntia thi dat nhau di xem noi may
16p khac nguoi ta lam gi. Cai kiéng treo
lting lo 6 dudi mot chum bong gidy, U,
la nhi! Sao ¢ day ngudi ta cling treo mot
cay ta vet sat d€ lam kiéng y nhu & cac
tridng nha qué ngoai minh. Ong Cai di
lam lai. Chac buon lam nghe! Nghi he
con hoc sinh dau ntia d€ ban che dau
den, ddu trang.

— Te te... Bong su de!

Ong Cai quay lai siting s6 dua mit
tim. Cai truong thi chua ghét nhiing tén
ban hang rong dung ngap nghé ngoai
rao. Ghét nhat la 1d nho ban ca rem cay.
Chudng rung loan va miéng rao nhu
dién:
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« Ca rem... Ca rem day... Ca rem ét
ki mo... Ca rem s@ia tring ga... ca rem sO
co la dau xanh dudng cét... ca rem, ca
rem...

La ron chua du, con cam nhiing cay
ca rem mau vang mau xanh gio lén nhu
bon hoc tro. Dling & trudc cong 16n nhu
chua du, con di lan vao san. Cai chay ra
quat thdo, bao dung lam 6n ao, c6 16p
nguoi ta con hoc. Cai mudn lua tat ca hoc
trd ra quan ban che, ban keo, ban banh
cua Cai. Cai chi né nang may anh ban 0i,
trai coc va chum rudt gidm. Né€ anh Tau
ban muc nuéng c6 cdi xe ba banh cong
kénh. N€ chi ban kem ly day cai xe cé
madi lgp treo ling ldng nhiing tui ni 16ng.

Béng su de... Te te...

Bong bong cao su khong canh tranh
v6i che dau trang nhung bi cai trudng
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ghét lay vi 1a hoc tro 16p Nam 16p Tu
chay ra coi bong cao su roi bi my thang
ban ca rem du do. Nhung may day la
truong Trung hoc, Cai khong them dé'y
dén bong bong cao su. Cudc tranh song
that cuc nhoc. Di sudt ngay, mdi ra goi
ma 161 khong t6i bay chuc bac. bu tién
gao va cui dudc, ca mam. Thinh thoang
gitia doan bong bong bong né bup mot
cai. Cé cai chgt sat giay bay bong 1én troi.
L nho trong thay reo 1én, vo tay miing
con cht nhan thi héo ca 1a gan.

S¢ nhat la di lang thang trén nhiing
con dudng Xom Md6i, Mac dinh Chi, Co
Bac, Ngo Duc Ké Nguyén Trung Truc,
Lé dai Hanh déu nudi rat nhiéu cho. S¢
nhting con di lang thang trén duéng nhu
minh, s¢g luén nhiing con bi déng ctia
cong nhot trong nha. Cu vo tinh budc
men theo rao, di ngang, qua cong chot
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chung nhay x0 ra, chom t6i bau chan vao
song st stia 6 0 lam giat minh tang dém.
Néu ctia cong bét ra thi e ching no6 xé
xac minh trong mot phut.

bi vé man pho ct: Tran quy Cap,
Phuong Cui, Phuong Sai, Sinh Trung...
thi dong tré con va it ché hon nhung khi
di vé qua xa, 1é chan hét ndi. Lai con bi
dong nghiép canh tranh gay su niia.

T moét ctia ngdch nao dé khong
ai d€ y, mot dam hoc sinh chot tua ra.
Trong nhay mat ching diing vong quanh
bao vay hai diia vao gitta. Nhiing dua
con nit chay a téi. Vai ngudi di dudng
duing lai. Sap c6 danh nhau. Cu di cach
ba, bon con duong la cé mot chd tu hoi
dé danh nhau nhu vay. Thanh nién thiéu
nién ngda tay ngua chan, khong danh
nhau chiu khong néi. Pam doéng tu hop
gan cho no ding, Thuy xich lai dom vao.
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Gitia vong ngudi, mét thiang thip gay
dang khuynh hai tay ding tha thé. Dich
thu cua ndé cao hon n6 mét cai dau va
map map gap hai né. Lai mac so mi, quan
tay dai, trong vé con nha giau. Thang gy
¢ tran nén trong cang gay them. Da nau
va quan dui den. Tui nho diing bao vay
cb vo:

— Nhao d6 may!

— Uc mot qua thoéi son di! Me nd,
chét thoi.

— Thang nay nhd con qua ma. Cap
cang nhu cong nhang, danh né 16 gy
cang thém mang 4n mang, & ti chét cha.
Bé vg con lai cho...

Céau phdm binh chua dut, thiang gay

da bat ngo lui t6i huc dau vao bung thang
mép nhung thang méip chup dugc c6
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no6. N6 mua hai tay danh loan xa. Trung
may cdi ngang suon thang map. Tuc qua,
thang map 4y tay day manh né ra r6i hai
tay vung dép t6i tdp vao mat no. Thang
gdy nga chuii xudng. Nhung né lién chém
day, mdt ngting lén. Mat dinh day cat. No
nhd mot bai nudc bot. Co 1an cat va mau
trong do.

— Chay mdu rdng roi | — c6 tiéng la.

Mit nd van than nhién khong xuc
dong. N6 chot cui thap ngudi, 1ai nhao
vO 6m chén thang map vat. Nhung thang
mép ding viing nhu cdt dinh. Thang
map ray manh chan mot cdi, no tudt tay,
nga nhao ludn.

Khi ngang mat lén thi noi tran c6
mau rom rém chay. Chac la bi mot hon
da xudc phai. Nhung mat né van nhin
guom guom. Xuong ham banh ra, ham
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rang rit lai, d6i moi bet mong. Khong ai
tin 1a n6 c6 thé thang tran. May ma thang
map chi chong trd chu khong tan cong.
Néu nd ha hai cdnh tay by ctia n6é xuong,
néu nd da vut véi cdp chan bu cua no6 thi
thang gay khong song ndi. Co tiéng nodi
trong cu toa:

— Thoi, chiu thua di 6ng. Stic may ma
danh lai né.

— Lai lay 4o ban vé, may. Vé ma may
thdy u dau, ba con lam thém cho mot
tran nat dit.

— Thang kia to con qua ma. Danh sao
ndi?

Nhung thang gdy van guom guom
dich tha. Roi nhu mot con 10¢, nd vu téi.
Nhanh quéd, ngudi ta khong biét no tan
cong vao dau, chi thay thaing mép vung
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tay quay minh va thang giy ddp xudng
mat duong danh “sat” mdt cai. Chan tay
duoi dai.

Mot thang y chling la ban thin cua
no, lai 16i day. Cai bung bi xudc cé dudng
rém mau. May duda 16n 16i thang mép di
cho khac. N6 lting thuiing budc nhu nguoi
di dao. Thang giy van guém guém nhin
theo. Ban nd phui cat 6 mat, 6 bung roi
choang 4o vao cho né. N6 van guém mat
nhin theo.

Te te... Béng su de...

Thay quay buéc di vé ngd Tran
nguyén Han. Do6i mat guom guom, lan
moi mong bet clia thang gay cti hién
hién ra trudc mat. Roi nd sé tra thu nia,
s€ tra thu mai cho du nhiing ngudi khac
khong ai tin 1a né c6 thé thang ndi thang
map. Nhung ma nd ct tra thu, cti nhao
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t6i danh. Bi xudc da, u dau, tét tran ciing
khong can. Dau cé bi danh mudi thoi
cling hi vong dam lai n6 dugc hai. Sy
gan da, long tin tudng that da manh liét.
N6 bat chap su chénh léch rd rang ctia
stic voc. Cai gi lam cho thang dé khong
s¢ dau. Niém kiéu hanh? Long tu 4i? U,
c6 lé khi tu ai noi 1én n6 khong thay dau
ntia that. N6 chi nghi t6i: phai danh cho
trang, phai ddm cho dau, phai thang
thang do6. Chi cé nhiing y nghi do trong
dau, no khong kip thay sg niia.

Thay chot nghi dén minh. Sao minh
khong bat chuéc thang nhé d6? Cu can
ddm nhao t6i. Budc lui, chiu thua, ké
tht cling khong dé€ minh yén. Khoc 16c
khong lam cho minh manh, minh giéi,
minh kha hon. Ci buéc nhao téi. Chan
no6 lot xudng mdt ranh thao nudc lam néd
suyt ngd. N6 bat budn cudi mot minh.
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“Minh dau phai la con trai d€ bat
chuéc thang nhd dé? Néu minh la con
trai...»

~ E! Bong béng cao su. Dem lai day
tao lua mua mot cai.

— Da... da. co day.

Thay lat dat chay t6i, quén cau
chuyén thang gy va ndi udc ao minh
lam con trai.
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ién t6i hom doé, Thuy dugc nghe

dugng Tam & Ba Ngoi vé ké
chuyén 6ng chu nha may nuéc da Phung
Hoang.

— Bay gio¢ coi nhu Ong giau nhtit &
Cay So Chin. Hai cdi nha lau ba tting. Xe
du lich Hué ky. Bon, ndm cdi xe jeep cho
mud6n. Hai nha mdy nudc da, mot cdi &
Cay So Chin, moét cdi 6 Da Bac. Ba may
xay gao. Lai con lam dai ly cho hang xe
Datsun.
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Di TAm tram tro lién:

— Ngon qud hd. Giau gi ma giau di
vay?

— Ma ma may biét 6ng xuat than ra
lam sao khong? Ngudi ta ndi cach day
hai ndm 6ng that nghiép, & tro mot nha
ba con & Khu Mdy Nudgc. Lam da nghé
tap nham: thau xay cat nha tiéu, nha tam,
nha bép, day muoci dia nhoé hoc v& long,
chay moi giéi ban nha va ban xi mang
chg den. Lam an chang ra chi, chang c¢6
nghé nao 1a chuyén mon rdo, rot cudc
ng bu dau. Ngay rdi bo khu Mdy Nude
la ngay tan cta Ong roi. Cé mot cai xe
dap khé cting bi xiét ng. Vay ma hai vg
chong vdo Cam Ranh méi c6 hai ndm da
thanh triéu pha roi.

— Chac gia tai btia nay cling c6 téi
may chuc triéu ché choi dau, minh ha?
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— Sg con hon nia.

— Ngudi géc & dau vay, minh biét
khong?

— Khong ro. Bau b ciing ngudi Tuy
Hoa hay Ninh Hoa chi do,

— Hay la ngu6i Quang, ngudi Hué?
Duogng Tam lac dau:

— Chac khong phai,

— Minh cé gap mit chua?

— Co. Blia 6ng c6 kéu tdi lai dao cai
giéng. Ngo6 ngudi cling con nho.

— Chting bao nhiéu?

— Bam bdy, bam tdm la cling. Ba vg
cling dau 16i bam ba bam tu.

— Troi oi! Con nho ma mau giau di
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chua! Suéng qud. Ba vg mdt mii dep
chd, minh?

— Cling dé coi. Ngé may may nhu vg
ong gidao Dé. Cling 6m 6m trang trang
nhu vay.

— Nguoi hién khong?

— Chac cling khong hién 1am. Ui, ma
thay ké ho. Hién dii la chuyén cua ong
Trai 6ng Phat lo. Lo bién chép sao dé dé
ma thudng phat cho dung, duing bay dua
dd lam giau, dda hién chét déi, chét dan.

— Dam lam d6 minh. Nghe 6ng Lién
gia trudng noi thoi Mat phdp, héi Long
“qua” Long lai gi d6 khong biét ma mudi
phan chét bay con ba, chét hai con mot
mdi ra thdi binh. Ngudi nhon duc thi
con, ké ac duc thi chét. Chi Nam thg may
md&i hoi ché sao ba Vinh Hung viia cudp
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chong ngudi ta, via trai gai ludt s6 véi
da thi dan 6ng vay ma giau thoi nit do
d6 vach. Via r6i méi qua Nhat mo mi
mat, 16c m& cho 6m bét, i da cho tré.

Dugng Tam cudi ha ha, rung rinh cd
chiéc giudng:

— May néi cai gi nghe gém vay? Cai
gi lai l6c m&? Y nhu lam thit heo vay?

Thay nghe hét dau duoi cau chuyén.
Co6 mot chut bat nhu y lam van vuong
dau 6c no6. Bo la cau ndi ctia Dugng
Tam “Chac ciing khong hién lam” Gia
Duogng ndéi “Ca hai vg chong dn 6 hién
lanh phudc duc” thi cau chuyén that dep
dé hoan toan. Nho & c6 gang, nhan nai,
thong minh, chiu kho ma lap nén mot
co nghi¢p trong hai ndm! Con ngudi cé
quyén va c6 bon phén phai lanh le, tinh
toan, thdo vat, nhung nhat dinh khong
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dugc gian xdo, doc ac, di ton. Co mdt
cau chti Nho ma hoéi xua Ba né hay noi:
“Dai pht do Thién, ti€u phu do Can”. Ba
no giang:

— Lam giau 16n 1a nho phuc Troi, [am
giau nho la do minh siéng nang. Phai
siéng nang chiu kho trudc roi méi trong
huéng thém phudc Troi. Cai phude Troi
lai cting do long nhan duc ctia minh ma
co.

Thay vut thdy nhu c¢6 moét luong
dién chép 1én trudc mat, chuyén chay
qua co thé né. Loi khuyén do di kém
v6i cau chuyén lap nghi¢ép vé6i 6ng chu
hang nudc da Phugng Hoang nhu cé gi
phu trg nhau va roi sdng vao tri ndo cta
no. Tai sao minh lai khong ap dung cho
minh? — nd nghi. Tai sao minh lai chi
song qua ngay, chi biét vui buon theo s6
bong béng ban dugc nhiéu it? Bau cé 1&



396 | V=B

r6i minh dé cudc doi ctia minh sé troéi
tiép, phiéu luu v6 dinh nhu vay? Ban
boéng cao su roi sau dé ban bun bo? Ban
nudc mia? Thay lac dau. Khong.

Phdi chi c6 ai giap minh! Ba brc
Loi... Thuy rung minh khi chgt nhé dén
ba Duc Loi. Di Tam thi ngheo. Ho hang
khong cé. Nhung kia, 6ng cht hang nudc
da Phugng Hoang c6 ho hang nao giup
dau? Ong ta lin x& vao doi véi hai ban
tay trang, véi cai xe dap bi xiét ng, vdi su
quyét tam ngun ngut trong oc.

bém d6 Thuy tran troc khdong ngt
dugc. Than minh tran qua trd lai trén
chiéc chiéu rach, y nghi “minh nén lap
chi nhu thé nao” tran qua trg lai trong
6c. Minh con nhd, khong thé di vo Cay
SO Chin lam giau. Tudi cua minh la tudi
di hoc. Chi cé hoc, nhung ma hoc dau
phai la cong viéc mdt ndm, nta nam?
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Hoc véi ai? Hoc céi gi? Phuong tién dau
ma hoc? Nhiing y nghi cu chay quanh
cac cau hoi d6 va né lang nghe nhiing
tiéng ga gay trong dém sau.

Sang hom sau, mot cdi xe Lam ba
banh di rai gidy quang cdo vo tinh da
dem lai cho nd cau trd 16i. Luc bay gio
no dang vac canh cay bong béng di lang
thang trén dudng Lé Thanh Ton. Khi no
di ngugc lai mét doan nii sinh dang di
tam bién thi cé mot chiéc xe Lam babanh
lach bach chay t&i. Mot ngudi ngdi trong
xe tung ra mot nam gidy. Cac co6 ni sinh
ao lai lugm. N6 cling chay theo lugm
dugc hai t6. M6 ra coi. D6 la t6 quang
cdo 16p Anh van thuc hanh. Pudng rong
it ngudi di, khong co tré con, né cé thi
gio d€ doc ky nhiing 161 quang cdo:

“Lép Anh vidn thyc hanh mé tai
trudng Trung hoc Thién Diic. Do gido su
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Truong an Thach, mudi ldm ndm kinh
nghiém va mdt ban gido su Viét My chon
loc c6 may ghi am luyén giong. Moéi dau
thdng déu co khai gidng 16p méi. Xin ghi
trugc d€ chon cho ngoi tot”

Mot tdm anh chup ngo6i trudng voi
hoc sinh v6 ra. Nhiing t6 quang cdo nhu
thé nay, mot ké luu lac trén dudng pho
nhu n6 dugc dip doc luén. Quang cdo
md 16p He. Quang cdo tiém udn toc.
Quang cdao thuoc diéu kinh bach dai.
Quang cdo tudng cai luong. N6 lat qua
trang sau. Trang sau déy kin chii. O trén
dau ghi: “Bang ké Dong tu bat quy” (List
of irregular verbs). Trang gidy chia thanh
bon cot. BDong tu x€p theo thu tu ABC,
& thé nguyén mau, & thoi qua khi, qua
kht phén tii, nghia dich sang tiéng Viét.
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INFINITIVE PAST PAST NGHIA

TENSE PART
To be was been 13,68
To bear bore born sinh dé
To beat beat beaten danh dap

Thay x€p gon mot t6 bd tui, t& kia
cam ngua trén tay. “Hay bat dau su hoc
biang bang ké dong tii bat quy nay. Khi
da thudc hét thi co thé hoc mot cudn tu
dién Anh Viét. Cu hoc da, téi dau chua
biét”, n6 tham nht véi né nhu vay.

— Te te... Bong su de...
Va tiép theo, giong nhé hon:

— To begin... began... begun... bat
dau.
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To bend... bent... bent... u6n cong.

*

Chling mot tuan nay, ni dugc si Nha
Uyén d€ y thady c6 mot em bé ban bong
bong hay dung lang vang trudc hiéu
thudc Tay. Ngoai nhiing lic cat tiéng
rao hay thoi coi te te hay thoéi bong bong
ban cho la tré con, em bé hay ngdi ghé
& hién hiéu thudc, mé mot tam gidy ra
nhin, 14dm nham ndi gi d6 roi cat to gidy
vao tui. Em khong hay néi chuyén véi ai,
cling it hay la ca dom vao cac cua hiéu
hay cac khach qua dudng.

CoO dugc si luu y nhin vao khuon
madt cta em bé va thdy dé 1a mot khu-
o6n mat thuy mi véi nhiing nét dep déu
ddn. P6i mat sang thong minh. Cai mai
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thang. Miéng nho va moi do. Mdi khi em
cudi, noi mad c6 hién ra hai nim dong
tién xinh xinh.

Mot hom em dang dung thoi cai coi
te te thi mot quan nhian My cao nghéu di
qua. Ngudi quan nhan ding lai nhin em.
Trén tay san cdm mot phong keo cao su,
nguoi quan nhan trao cho em nhung em
lac dau. Chting nhu s¢ em khong hiéu y,
nguoi quan nhan My nhét luén phong
keo vao tui em, nhung em v6i moc tai
lay ra dat trd vao tay ngudi quan nhan,
vtia lac dau. Ngudi quan nhin nhin em
giay lau. Roi nhun vai, y bé di. C6 dugc
si diing nhin tu dau dén cudi. Khi nguoi
quan nhan da bd di xa, c6 rdi quay ra
ding & hién. Co lén ti€éng goi:

— Bong bong!
- Da.
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Em bé di lai gan.
— Thua c6, cO mua cai nao?

CO dugc si chi mdt cai mau xanh
duong: Em bé ha thap canh l4 xudng,
nhanh nhen thdo day.

— Thua c9, c6 cho chdu nam dong.

C6 dugc si nhan cdi bong bong
nhung chua tra tién voi. C6 hoi:

— Ngudi My Tuc ndy cho em goi gi
deo?

— Thua c6 phong keo cao su.
— Em c6 quen véi Ong ta?

— Thua c6 khong.

— Sao em khong nhan?

— Thua co...
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Em bé lung tung.

— Em khong thich keo cao su phai
khong?

- Da.

— Em ¢6 thé€ nhin roi dem ban lai
hodac dem cho moét dia nho khac.

- Da.
— Thé tai sao em khong nhan?

— Chéu khong thich nhan qua cta
nguoi la.

— Néu c6 cho em chang han, em ciing
khong nhéan?

Em bé nhin c6 dugc si mim cudi.
- Sao?

— Chdu chua biét. Nhung v6i nguoi
ngoai quoc thi chau...
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— ... thi chau biét.

CoO dugc si cudi. Em bé cling cudi
theo.

— Sao? Em co thé€ giang cho cd nghe

16 khong?

— Chau thay ngudi ngoai quoc
thudng to y khinh dan toc minh vi mot
s6 16n dan tdc minh cé tanh ua xin xo.
Xin khong dugc thi an cap.

— Em thudng thay?

— Da chau thdy hoai. G trudc ciia
may cai Bar ddy day ngudi dung xin.

— Tai ho ngheo...

— Nghéo nhung chua téi noi phai
di xin. Gia ti nhu khong cé ngudi ngoai
quoc téi day thixin ai? Pa nghéo ma con
ua xai sang. Hoi xua t8 tién minh dau
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c6 can uodng ca phé, dung nudc da, quat
may? Chau nhé hoi thay gido chau co6 ké
lai mdt chuyén xdy ra bén Duc thi phai.
Hoé6i dé nudc Duc mdi bai tran, ngheo
lam, déi lam. Cai gi cing them, them
thit théem dudng, théem ca phé thuoc la.
Quén doi My thang tran va giau, xai sang,
hut thudc 1a c¢6 khi méi téi ntia di€u da
ném. Tuc thi cé nam ba ngudi Duc dung
gan do chay lai lugm 1én hut, c6 khi phai
tranh gianh ddm da nhau. Mot hdm no
céd mot thi€u nii Diic di qua thay c6 mot
quan nhan My vtia ném mot di€u thudc
chdy dé. biéu thudc lan lai gan chan
cd ta va c0 ta lién dung gét giay di nat
tan tanh di€u thuoc. C6 may ngudi Duc
dang lam le chay lai nhét lén huat da phai
vO cung that vong. Cé 1é ho dang phan
nd. Nguoi quan nhan My thi ngac nhién
va cam phuc long tu di dan toc cua co gai
no. Ngudi My hay ngudi nudc nao ciing
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biét kinh né nguoi tu trong.

Cau chuyén do6 co dugc si da dugc
doc mét lan trén bdo.

— Em ¢6 tri nhé tot. K€ chuyén mach
lac.

— Chau chi nhé mang mang. Chac
c6 nhiéu cho ké sai. Lau ngay qua roi.

— Hoi trudc em ¢6 di hoc?
— Da thua co6 co.
— Em hoc t6i l6p may?

— Da thua ¢6 chau hoc t6i l6p Dé
That.

- E! Bong béng cao su! Pem bong
bong qua mual!

— C6 day! Co day!
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Em bé lat dat vac canh cay lén vai.

— Thua c6 cho chdu chay qua ban
bong béng cho né.

CoO dugc si trao mot dong bac chi
mudi dong. N6 cam lay.

— D€ chau chay qua ban bong béng
cho né da rdi con trd lai théi nam dong
cho co.

Co dugc si gat dau. Co mudn cho em
luén nam dong d6 nhung co biét chac la
em sé khong nhan. Lam nhu vay su cham
tu ai ctia em. CO bang khuang budc vao
qudy, nét mat dam chiéu du rang trong
long thay vui. B6i niém vui d6 khong
don gian, khong thé biéu 16 ra bang mot
tiéng cudi hay baing mot cau néi dé dai,
on ao.
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Khi em bé tra lai thoi tién, cudc doi
thoai lai tiép tuc. Co dugc si héi trudc:

— T ndy gio c6 quén hoi tén em.

— Thua c6 chau tén Thuy.

— C6 mot diéu nay co cling mudn hoi
em ngay. Co6 thay em cd thinh thoang
md& mot to gidy ra doc roi x€p lai. To giay
bién cdi gi ma hay vay?

Thay cudi thanh tiéng, moc tui do
lay t& quang cdo lat mé ra trang “Bang
ké dong tu bat quy” trao cho co xem.

— Chdu ngo6i khong, hoc thudéc may
cai dong tu.

Co6 dugc sidoc trang giay roi nhin ky

vao mat Thuy. Tia nhin diu dang.

— Em dinh hoc Anh van dé lam gi?
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— Thua 6, con khong biét. Con chi
mdi biét hoc cai da. Ty hoc tiéng Anh dé
hon. Poc 1én r6i 1am nhim via di via
nhé. Hoc Toan thi phadi mé sach ra ngodi
Coi.

— Lic nay em ndi em hoc dén 16p DBé
That r6i em nghi hoc. Sao em nghi chi
sém vay?

— Qué chdau bi chién tranh, chau luu
lac v6 day. Chdu & nhé nha di Tdm chau.
Di dan chau dén 6 nha mét ba Dai uy. Ba
htta cho chdu di hoc nhung ré6i ba khong
giti 161 htta. Dugc may thang, ba dudi
chau vé trg lai nha di Tam.

— Robi sau do?

— Chdu theo 1én & giup tay cho mot
nha trang banh & trén Dién Khanh. Ky
lut viia roi troi hét nha cua.
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— May ma khong chét dudi.

— Da. Sau d6 chdu di Phan Rang. Bi
nghi dn cap tién, chau bi danh moi tran
gan chét. Chau nhd Ong thay boi dem veé
nuoi.

— Sao em khong & luon véi 6ng thay
boi?

— Da nha ong thay bdi bi xét so gia
dinh, chéu bi lua v€ nhot 6 Ty canh sat.
Dugc thara, chau theo xe do vé day. Chua
hét. Nha di Tam chat choi, Di cho chau
sang 6 nha ba Muoi Lun. Chau theo con
Nham con ba Muéi di ban tring vit 1on.
T6i ganh ganh di ban, s¢ tui My say va
tui cao boi. C6 biia hai bén danh 16n né
sung, bon chau ganh chay d6 triing bé
den.

— Vi d6 ma em thoi ban trung?
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- Thua c6 khong phdi. Ong Mudi
Lun & lam bodi cho bon Phi luat tan. Mot
btia chau nghe 6ng ban véi vg dé dogi vai
nam chau 16n 6ng dan chau theo lam boi.
Troi o1, chdu nghe dugc sg qua, vé thua
véi di Tam. Di bat chau vé. Chau chon
nghé ban bong boéng. Chiu khé nang
noi, chiu khé dn & chat chéi nhung ma
di Tdm thuong chdu thiét. Tuy di khong
phai la ba con chi véi chau.

— Em noi qué cua em bi gidc gia, vay
qué ctia em & mién nao?

— Da & Xuan Phudéc.

— Xuan Phudc tuc la Xuan Long di
1én phai khong?

— Da phai.
— C6 phai la Dong Tranh khong?
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— Da phai. Sao c6 biét chd do?

Guong mdt cod dugc si co vé xao xuy-
én. Co cui xuong gan Thuy hon.

— Tai héi trude c6 c6 & dé6 mot thai
gian.

— Hoi nao vay co?

— Hoéi khang chién.

— C0 & ngoai do dugc bao lau?
— Gan bon nam.

— Troi oi, dai ghé chua. Chac hoi do
chdu chua sinh. H6i chdu con nhé ma
chau hay ké lai rang thoi khang chién
kho lam. Tay né tha bom va ban sing
lién thanh xuong chg Dong Tranh hoai.
Phai xuéng ham tron ndp may bay, moi
ngay cé dén nam bay lugt.
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— Em & gan chg Dong Tranh ha?
— Da

— Vay em c6 biét gia dinh 6ng Tung
khong? Ong Tung lam vy t4.

Thay quay phat 1én nhin c6 dugc si
lam c6 ngac nhién:

— Sao vay?

Thay khong tra 16i. Chi ddm dam
nhin c6 dugc si. C6 dat mot tay 1én dau
no:

— Sao vay? Sao em khong néi? Em
khong biét 6ng Tung ha? Ong cé ngudi
vg ¢cO cai ndt rudi noi cam.

Thuy lac dau khong tra 16i. Doi mat
van dam dam nhin c6 dudgc si. Doi mat
dé chot nhoa di trong mot gidy va hai
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giot nuéc mat cham cham tia ra chay dai
trén ma.

— Sao em khoc?

— Da... thua c6... 6ng Tung... la... ba
chau.

Co dugc si giat minh. Co6 héi gip:
— Thiét vay khong con?
- Da.

— C6 phai ma con cé cai not rudi noi
cam?

- Da.
Co dugc si kéu to 1én:

— Chi Tram chi Hoa oi, em nho nay
la con cua ngudi quen cta toi.

Co6 Tram ding ban thudc, c6 Hoa
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ngoi két 1at dat bo cho chay lai vay quanh
Thuy. Thuy van con rong rong hai dong
nudc mat.

— Bon ndm khang chién, toi ta tuc
noi nha ctia ba ma em day. Bay gi¢ ngau
nhién ma t6i gdp em luu lac noi nay.
Anh Daj, lai cam cdi cay budc bong béng
nay ra sau nha. Thdi, con dung day theo
co lén gac. Sdng hom sau anh nghi ban.
Con 1én trén gac dé€ co6 hoi chuyén da.

Thay b& ngd trao canh la cay budc
chudi bong bong cho anh Dai. Anh huo
manh tay, né sg bong bong cham vao
nhau n6. Mdi cdi von t6i ba dong. N6
noi:

— Anh dung dum cho khoi nga. Bé
bong bong ctia em.

Dai cuoi:
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— Mdy tram ma sg dd vay? Bé may
cai, anh deén.

Thay buédc sau c6 dugc si di vao
phong trong, leo 1én cau thang. C6 Tram
c6 Hoa di kem. C6 Hoa quay lai goi:

— bai oi, nhd anh Vinh coi dum két
cho minh mét lat.

Can phong trén gac lam phong riéng
ctia ¢6 dugc si. Tuy vay, cé ké d mot bo
xa long nho, mot ban viét va mot ban
phdn ngoai cdi giudng rong trai ra trang
nu6t. Moi ngudi ngoi trén mot ghé sa-
16ng. Co dugc si bat dau:

— Colo sg cho ba ma con...

Co im ldng, khé néi ti€p. Thuy da
quen v&i hoan canh khon khé ctia minh
nén trinh bay lién.
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— Sao con thoat nan dugc mdét minh?

— Con dang di hoc. Néu & nha, con
cling bi chét luon.

Co0 dudgc si da chuan bi tinh than dé
dén nghe nhiing tin ttc, nhiing trudng
hgp bi tham. C6 dau dau nét mat roi
quay noi véi ¢o Tram, cd Hoa:

— Nam 1945, t6i chay ra mién tu
do. Lac dé t6i dugc mudi lam tudi. Yéu
nudc, thich phiéu luu mao hiém, va lam
nd anh hung, toi 1én bd nha theo may
chi du kich. Ba ma cho ngudi lung tim
vé ma cting nhat dinh khong vé. Toi theo
bo doi di lot qua D6c Mo, t6i tinh Phu
Yén. Nhiing nam thang phiéu luu bat
dau tu dé. Nao 1a di hoc trudng Trung
hoc Binh dan Quang Ngai, nao la theo
quan y vién, nao la cong tac tuyén truyén
van ngh¢.., thoi, du thi. Trong nhiing
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ngay thdng phiéu luu do, t6i quen biét
ba ma Thuy. Luc bdy git ba Thay lam y
td, mdéi cusi ma Thuy. Toi tap su & Dany
vién hoi d6 dong tai Ha Bang nén quen
v6i ba Thuy. Mé Thuy ra vé & chung. Cu
kéu bing anh Nam chi Nam. Mgt hoi
bi bénh thuong han thap ti nhat sinh,
néu khong nho anh Nam chi Nam thi
toi khong con song t6i nay. Roi tiép tdi
ndm xay ra nan doi. Phap né tan cong vé
mdt kinh té, thd bom nhiing cong trinh
dan thuy, ban trau bo cay. Gid gao ting
1én hai ngan rudi dong tin phiéu mat ky.
Nhiéu nha an chdo triti com, nhiéu nha
lén rlting dao ¢t mai, ct khoai khai ma
an. Nhiéu nha lam thit c6c an d& doi, bi
tring doc 6i mtia ma chét. Toéi an 6 nho
noi anh Nam chi Nam. Pén nam 1950
toi mdi lot v€ trong nay. Toi di hoc lai...
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B6n ngudi dot nhién im lang, moi
ngudi dudi theo mdt y nghi riéng. Tiéng
Xe ram ram, ret ret, lach bach dudi nhau
¢ duédi dudng. C6 dugc si nho c6 Tram
pha nudc uong cho mdi ngudsi. Cai ta
lanh nhé & ké tay c6 san nhiing chai nudc
ngot.

Khi Tram rét day Bireley’s vao cai
coc ddt truéc mdt Thuy, nd noi:

— CO6 cho em udng it thoi. Uong
nhiéu, di n6 xd6¢ rudt lam.

Tram hoi:
- Pi dau?
— Da di ban.
Hoa cuoi:

— Sao ma ghién di ban bong bong
vay?
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Thay ngo ngac nhin sang c6 Hoa:
— Da?

Co dugc si dua mdt ban tay ra chi vé
cai coc:

— Con uong di.

Thay “Da” va dua coc 1én moi. Ding
ngoai nang sudt may gic, bay gic nhiing
ngum nudc lanh chay c6 ludng trong
thuc quan, trong da day. N6 nhin gian
phong. Trang va sach va gon. Dam canh
hoa ré quat mau dé cam trong mot cai
lo ¢6 dai. Rém ctia sO xanh nhat. Mot ta
sach bang gob trang trong xép diy nhiing
cuon sach gdy mau do mau xanh cé ma
chii vang. Nhin khap gian phong. Thuy
thich cai ta sach hon hét. Gia minh hoc
gidi dé doc dugc nhiing cuén sach cao
quy kia!
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Gié mat tu ctia s6 luia vao lam phat
pho bay nhiing tdm rém ctia. Gié mat
lai phat ra tl cai quat tran canh dai mau
trang. C6 Hoa noéi chuyén véi c6 dugc
s1 v€ vu mot 6ng Bac si chich thuoc pha
thai bi dua ra toa. C6 dugc si d€ tai nghe
mot cach lo dang. Dudng nhu c6 dang
ban suy nghi gi dé. Thuy cdm thay da
dén lic minh nén xin phép lui. Quay ray
thi gié ngudi ta nhiéu réi. N6 ding day:

— Thua co...
— Sao? Con uong nita di ché?

— Thua c06, con xin phép c6 cho con
di.

— Khong. Con cu ngo6i udng di da.
Co... 3, cd dang suy nghi moét diéu... 6, co
dang tinh dem con... dem vé day...
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Thay giat minh. Hay la minh nghe
1am? N6 khong ddm nhin thang vao
mit c¢d dugc si niia. N6 nhu ké c6 16i. U,
minh luon ludn 1a ké co 16i. Chi bai mot
ly do la minh dang nghéo khé bo vo. Lan
trén nhiing ban tay ty xung la tu thién.
Thuy chot nghi dén bac Tu Lo, ba Dtc
Loi. Nhiing ky niém dau budn lam no tat
mat niém vui. Giong c6 dugc si:

— Ma khong biét di Tam c6 bang long

- Bang long mé di. Con doi gi?

— Biét ddu? Kinh nghiém vé ba bric
Loilam ho dé dat.

— Nhung c6 thi khac, c6 cé an nghia
quen biét v6i ba ma em. Va lai, Di Tam
dau c6 quyén chi?
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— Noéi vay khong dugc. Do 1a ngudsi
thuong em hon hét, lo lang cho em hon
hét, lo lang cho em hon hét trong lac nay.
Tinh thuong chan thanh do6 khién Di c6
quyén.

— Nhung c6 thuong em ciing nhu
Di.

— Chua chac Di da tin nhu vay.
— Thi minh néi cho Di tin ché.

~ O, minh sé noi. Thoi, by gio minh
quyét dinh nhu thé nay: Tram! Tram dua
Thay qua hiéu Lién Ha nghe. Chon cho
em mot bd pyjama. Hai b 4o dam. Doi
gidy. Cai mia. Hoi y em thich mau gj, kiéu
gi. Xong dau do, dua em lai hiéu Kinh
Do cat téc cho em. Dling uén say lam
chi. Em con nho. Tram xuong ldy tién
dudi két. Sau do, Tram ndi véi chi bép
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xuoi dau doé ché gi.

Tram:

— Da do dé.

Co dugc sinhin xudng dong ho tay:

— Véy la muoi mot gid rudi toi co thé
lai xe dua em vé nha di Tam dé xin phép.
Thuy nay, dudng vao nha con, xe c6 chay

dugc khong?

— Da thua c6 dugc. Xe do & duong
16n roi di bo chling hai muoi thudc.

— Tram va Hoa cung di véi toi luon
nghe?
— Da.

Co dugc si nhin Ién tdm lich treo
tuong:
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— Hay chua! Hom nay thu Sdau ngay
Muoi Ba. Ai cling ché la ngay xau nhung
doi véi toi, do la ngay tot nhat (Thay
cling dang nghi nhu vay) Nao! Chung ta
bat tay vo viéc lién. Toi xuéng Ty Thué
vu bay gio dé tra 16i vé khoan thué san
xudt ho héi hom qua. Téi sé tré vé dung
Muo6i mot gio rudi.
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ai cling y nhu giac chiém bao,

hém nay thi Thuy tré thanh c6
bé hoc sinh 16p Dé Luc, mdc 4o so mi
trang xOp va cai jupe trang xo0e ra nhu
nhiing canh trang ctia mot loai hoa.
Cling doi giay da lang trang va cai mi
trang. Khi c6 Tram hoi y kién dé chon
giay chon mi, Thuy nghi ngay dén
nhting mén da dm anh né dé. Hi¢u Lién
Ha khong c6 mi trang, Thuy dinh u, lay
dai cdi m@ mau xanh cta c6 ban hang
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dua ra nhung c6 Tram khong cho. Co
Tram dua Thuy xudng siéu thi Phuc Loi.
C6 Tram quen v6i cac chi ban hang noi
dé. Ho tiu tit miing, cam tay nhau. Mot
chi chay di chon mi cho Thay. Mot chi
khac, — nghe goi tén la Nhan, — bao chi
kia:

— Tranh oi! Lya kiéu dep cho em
nghe? Em ctia tao do.

Qua hiéu Kinh D6. Qua cai bon tim
bdng st trang tinh. Va con bé Lo Lem da
bién thanh c6 cong chua nhé. Khi chai
tédc mac do di giay xong, nhin vao guong,
Thay khong nhan ra n6é ntta. Mot dda
nao khac. Mot dia nao xa la.

Di Tam hot hodang khi nhin mét doan
ngudi budc qua cong. Chac Di doan la
ho di lam nha. May ma cdi 6 t6 dau & xa.
Con Dau bé nach thang Chut ding éo
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lung sang mdt bén dé€ giti thang bang, trd
mat nhin. Khong ai nhan ra Thuy hét.
Thuy phai cat tiéng goi:

— Di Tam oi!

Ca ba ngudi giat minh. Sau d6 la cau
chuyén gidi bay. Di Tam khong cé noi
kho khan chi hét. Di Tam mting dén noi
cl ndi ca lam.

Co6 dugc si con nhé dem qua biéu
Di ntia. Hai hdp stia Guigoz (chac danh
phan cho thang Chut). Ba phong banh
bich quy Nhat Ban. Mot thung dau xa
lach. Hai hop xa phong gidt. Nam ky
16 dudng trang va mot bao gao. Thang
Chut ct dua ngdn tay trd di di vao phong
banh.

Co dugc si sai dat mot giudng sat
nho trén lau cho Thuy. Bém dau tién
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ndm trén ném mut trdi ra trang tinh,
nam trong cai mung trang tinh, Thuy xao
xuyén khong ngtt dugc. Sao cdi gi cling
xinh, cling sach, cing dep thé nay? Co
thé nham mat ma ngg, lanh dam vo tinh
tridc nhiing cai dep von va v6i minh thé
nay? Gidc ngu toi den, [t mu dnh dén dau
G khu Phudc Hai that xa lac nhu chua
bao gio co. Tiéng dé, ti€ng cho sua, tiéng
rot ret vu vo ctia mot con ran moi, mot
con than lan bo gitia la kho ngoai vuon...
nhiing tiéng do6 dan du gidc ngl, dong
16a v6i béng tai.

Sang hom sau, c6 dugc si ban chuyén
hoc v6i Thuy:

— Co biét la con khong muon phi thi
gi®. Co sé cho con di hoc ngay trong he
nay. Budi t6i con hoc Anh van & trudng
Union. Ban ngay con hoc 16p Toan Ly
Hoéa 6 trudong Thta Khoa. Co6 ghi tén cho
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con hoc 16p Dé Luc. Vé nha, con cd bao
nhiéu 1a tu dién d6 d€ con tra khao, c6
cai radio transistor d6 d€ con theo doi
bai Anh van thuc hanh.

Thuy chi biét im ldng khong dap.

— Con cu ¢c6 gang hoc. Bay gid con
la con cua co6 roéi. Con hoc cho hét ban
Ta tai, con hoc 1én Pai hoc. Con khé-
ng phai lo lang gi hét, c6 can gi, con cu
hoéi c6. Héi chi bép. Hoi c6 Tram c6 Hoa.
Hoéi cha Vinh anh Dai. Tat ca moi ngudi
trong hiéu thuoc déu la ho hang ctia con.

Su cam dong lam Thuy nghen ngao
chi «Da» dugc mot tiéng nghe khong ro.

Hom dau quen tay, thay 4o xong la
Thay mang thau di gidt. Nhung thim bép
ngan lai:

- Di hoc di! D€ thim gidt cho.
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~ It ma. Con giit cling dugc.

— Khong. D€ d6 thim. Pi 1én hoc di.
C6 trdi bo thim méi mua cho con d6. M6
ta lanh ra lay. Biét cach an khong?

Thuy lac dau:

— Con chua biét.

— Thay trdi bo 1an nao chua?
— Con chua thay.

Thim cudi:

— Lén ma tu ldy dem xudng thim bay
cho. Cdi trdi xanh xanh dai dai ngé nhu
trai su su do.

Khong dé ma dugc thim bép to long
thuong vay dau. Thim 16n tudi, c6 kinh
nghiém vé cudc doi nén thim ludn ludn
luuy nhan xét, xét cach ngoi cach di, cach
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an cach udng, cach noi cach cudi. Nang
nhat 14 cach dn. An tham, an to 13 hai tdi
dé gdp va dé bi ghét hon hét B&i nd dé
ra nhiing tinh xau khac nhu an gian, an
cap, ndi dbi ndi ninh. Ngay con ma, ma

day Thuy:

— Con 0i, dau c6 thém lam con ciling
phéi can dam ti choi. Lam nhuc con
nguoi nhat 1a miéng dn. Ai muoén cho
con 4n mudi miéng thi con nén chi nhan
ndm. Dung nhan ding mudi nhu 16i ho
nai. Cé ngudi miéng moi con dén mudi
ma trong bung chi muén con nhén cé hai,
ba. Nhiing nguoi do dé biét va cd nhién
la con khong nén nhéan gi hét. Moén an
chi cé gia tri khi n6 nam trén mat luéi.
Di qua cuong hong la hét. Thé ma thai
gian nam trén mat lugi c6 la bao lam?
Con hay nhé 161 mé dan. Con sé tranh
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hon mot nta sé toi 16i ma con ngudi
thuong mac.

Bén canh tinh «Khéng mé dn» con c6
nhiéu tinh t6t ma day hoi nho. Lé phép
v6i moi ngudi. Ding luu y dén khuyét
diém ctia ho. Cdi gi tot thi nén d€ danh
cho ho, minh chiu nhan cdi gi xau hon.
M4 dan ky diéu do. Ma noi:

— Vi du hai ngudi chung nhau mua
moét dong cui, mdt mé xoai, mdt con ca
thu to Pem chia lam hai phan thi thé nao
cling c6 phan hon phan kém. Kém mot
chut thoi, nhung phan nao hon phan nao
kém, ca hai déu biét. Va trong tham tam
ai cing mudn phan hon vé minh. Vay thi
khi nhan phan, con hay nhan phan kém
dé. Nguoi kia sé ha da, s€ vui, sé giti cam
tinh v6i con, sé thich gdp con lan thu hai,
lan thu ba. Ma hoéi con c¢6 thua thiét gi
nhiéu dau? Cai phan lan hon, — néu noi
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vé moén dn, — chi du cho con nuot thém
mdt miéng. Pau c6 béo bo gi bao lam?
DPau c6 dang d€ cho con tranh gianh hay
muu toan tinh toan trong o6c?

Cai tinh t6t do, sau nay dng thay Bao,
thdy cong dan c6 nhéc lai mot 1an. Ong
noéi rang bao nhiéu phép xa giao déu xay
dung trén nguyén tac «Hay danh cai tot
cai tién loi cho ngudi khac, cai xau cai
bét tién cho minh». Cti theo nguyén tac
d6 thi minh ty khac biét & vao trudng
hop nao minh nén xt sy nhu thé nao

cho phai phép.

Thay nhé hom thay Bdo gidng t6i
do, thing Diém gio tay hoi:

— Thua thay nhu vay khi minh v6
nha ai mot lugt véi nhiéu ngudi thi
minh phai lya cdi ghé rach, cai ghé gay
ma ngoi?
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Thay gat dau:
— Dung.

— Da nhu may ngudi kia ai cling biét
phép xa giao hét thi ai cling lat dat gianh
cai ghé rach do hét?

— bung vay. Ngudi nao ciing gianh
nhdn cai ghé xau va nai ngusi khac nhan
cai ghé tot.

Con My Yén dam mot cau:

— Da nhu vay thi rét cudc ai cling
ding hét.

Thay cuoi:
— Dau dén ndi? Ngudi ta sé giai quyét
bang phép ké 16n tudi hay ké cé chiic vu

16n dugc lanh cai ghé tot hon. Va cu tuan
tu theo phép dé ma xép.
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Thang Tam gio tay:

— L& chi c¢6 hai ngu6i ma hai ngudi
bang nhau? Nhu con véi thang Ngoc?

Ca 16p cudi 1én, quay nhin thang
Tam va thang Ngoc va quay lién 1én nhin
thay gido d€ coi thay giai quyét ra sao.
Chac thay bi qua. Nhung la, thay binh
tinh ding ché cho ca 16p im, r6i binh
than ndi nhu khong can phai suy nghi gi
hét. Thay hoi lai né:

— May cé gianh phan cai ghé xiu
khong?

— Da co.
— Con no?
— N6 ciing gianh phan cai ghé xau.

— Pta nao gianh trudc?
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— Con.

— Véy thi may ng6i xuéng cai ghé xau
do.

Ca l6p nghe 16i gidi bat ngd vut cudi
0 lén, cudi nga nghiéng. Nhat la khi nhin
cai diéu ndi binh tinh cta thay.

Thay quen dugc day d6 nén hau nhu
nhiing tinh t6t can ban ndé déu co du.
Diéu do khién cho c6 Tram, c6 Hoa va
nhiing nguoi ti€p xuc véi né déu thuong
nd ma khoi phai c6 gang. Di hoc vé budc
qua ngudng cua hiéu thuoc la Thuy mé
mi “chao ¢6 Tram, cd6 Hoa, chu Vinh,
anh Dai... chau di hoc vé€”. Budc sau vao
sau quay la ban gidy cua c6 dugc si “Thua
c6 con di hoc vé’.

M6t hém cha Vinh bao co dugc si:

— Thay né cé nét mdt hao hao giong
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cd. Di ngoai dudng ngudi ta tudng la ma
con.

Co dugc si gat dau:
— Néu tdi lap gia dinh sém thi dua
con dau ctia toi cling bang chiing ay.

CO nhin dam dam ra cua roi giong
budn budn co tiép:

— Nhung con minh nuo6i thi ciing
nhu con minh dé...

Chu Vinh biét rdo ndi budn cta co
nén chu luét qua. Chu hoi tiép:

— N6 hoc gioi chd, hé co?

— Toi cho 1a v6 dau nién khoda n6 sé
diing dau 16p D¢ Luc. Véi sy thong minh
va sy siéng nang ctia n6 thi phai hoc moét
ndm hai 16p méi dung. Ma & Viét Nam
minh dau cé loai trudng nhu vay?
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— ( Sai Gon co. Hoi méy nam trudc
c6 may trudng tu & day ciing bay ra I6p
That Luc va I6p Ngiti Tti. Nghia 1a hoc hai
ndm thi Trung hoc D¢ nhat cap. TU ngay
dep bo céi bang Trung hoc Dé nhat cap,
ho dep bé cdi kiéu hoc kep doi do.

— Toi khong dinh néi cai kiéu hoc ha
tién d6. Ma t6i ndi téi loai trudng hoc dac
biét c6 chuong trinh riéng danh cho cac
tré em c6 nang khiéu dac biét. Bat nhiing
em thong minh nhiéu ngo6i nghéu ngao
v6i may dda ban dot qua thi via ton thi
gio viia lam cho cidc em budn nén. Phai
biét tiy kha nang ma hudng dan cac em.
Nhung thoéi, minh dau cé quyén doi hoi
nhiéu? Mién la cac truong ap dung dung
dan chuong trinh, thay c6 day thiét va
hoc tro cé hoc thiét.

Mot budi sang khi ngoi vao ban dgi
biia diém tam, c6 dugc si hoi Thuy:
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— Con c0 biét ngay hom nay la ngay
gi khong?

Thuy mé to mat nhin co, chua biét
tra 16i. Co noi:

— HOom nay la sinh nhat ctia con.

Thay nhin Ién tdm lich treo tudng.
Mong chin thang Bay. Thuy “Da”. Kho-
ng ngo co dudgc si lai nhé dén ngay sinh
nhat ctia minh. Ma lam sao co biét? A,
phai roi. Khi c6 hoi ngay sinh, noi sinh,
tén cha me dé€ lam don xin di hoc.

Co diing day voi tay lén dau ta buffet
lay mot hop nho boc gidy hoa trao cho
Thuy.

- Pay la qua sinh nhat cta con.
Thuay diing day gio hai tay ra nhan.

— Con cam ta co.
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Via lac dé co6 tiéng lao xao ¢ dudi
hiéu thudc. Tiéng ctia sat kéo kin kit.
Tiéng giay ti€ng dép. Tiéng cd Hoa va co
Tram. Sao hom nay cédc c6 di lam sém
vay? Chua kip dn diém tdm ma. Co tiéng
g0 ctia va ¢O Tram c6 Hoa budc vao. Moi
ngudi mot cai hop trén tay. Co Tram cudi
lién:

— Al Ming sinh nhat. Mung sinh
nhat.

Co Hoa:

— Hom nay miuing sinh nhat caa Thay
day. Chi c6 mdn qua nay cho em.

Co Tram:

— Con day la qua cta chi. Chic em
an nhiéu, ngt khoe, hoc gioi.

Co dugc si cuoi:
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~ An ngt kiéu d6 thi con thi gio dau
dé hoc cho gioi?

Ca hai ngudi cung cudi theo. Thuy
viia dua tay nhan qua vlia cam ta thi c6
tiéng giay 10p cop. Chu Vinh, anh Dai
vao ti€p. Chu Vinh that ca vat va chai dau
boéng. Khong khi tré nén nghiém trang.
Chu trao cai hop caa chu:

— Chu tang chdu mén qua nay. Mot
cuon sach thoéi, nhung ma chid mong
chau doc thét ky, doc dé biét va c6 gang
bat chudc. Do la cuén “Guong danh
nhan”. Chd muon chau sau nay néi danh
nhu ba Marie Curie.

Thuy ding déy cung kinh nhén.

— Gi06 t6i lugt anh Pai, — c6 Tram
noi.
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Anh Dai lung ting hon hét cd moi
ngudi. Anh dua hdp qua ctia anh va chi
ndi may 16i van tat:

— Ddy, qua sinh nhat miing em Thuy.

Co dugc si moi moi ngudi cung ngoi.
Cac goi qua dat truéc mat Thuy, boc gidy
mau, giay hoa, cd that no mau hong mau
vang. CO noi:

— Con hdy mé& cac hop qua ctia con.
Bat dau bang hop qua cua anh bai.

Thay thdo no, mé day bang, mé lan
gidy goi. Mot hop keo Nhat ban trén cé
in hinh con méo ngdi. Hop qua tiép theo
l1a quyén sach “Guong danh nhéin” cta
cha Vinh cho. Téi mén qua ctia c6 Hoa.
Hoa hoi:

— D0 ai biét mdn gi trong dé?
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Tram:

— Ba lam nhu tui tdi 1a thay béi ngoi
dong. Cu hoi Kim, Moc, Thay, Hoa, Tho.

~ A, c6 vay mdi tai chd.

— Néu cho tra 16i vu vo bang ngi
hanh thi minh néi lién:

— Thach do.

- D6 dé gt. Bo di Hoa véi Thuy. Doi
nao ai bé cuc lta trong d6? Con nudc thi
bo khong dugc? It nhit cling phai dung
trong mot cai gi, hodc la moc, hodc la
tho, hodc 1a kim. Rot cudc...

Ngudi ta khong nghe cdi “Rot cudc”
ctua c6 Tram bdi vi cdi hop dd md toang
ra roi. Mot cai kinh den di nang. Hai cai
bang do cai toc. Mot doi bit tat dai mau
trang.
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T6i1 lugt mon qua cua ¢6 Tram. Do la
mot cdi 4o len, dan tay.

- D& mua Poéng em mic di hoc, —
c6 Tram giai thich.

— ... do ban tay khéo 1éo ctia chinh ¢6
Tram dan lay, — c6 dugc si thém.

Bay gi¢ dén lugt nhiéu ngudi cuing
noi:

— Gio téi mon qua ciia maman (ma).

Thay run run ngon tay khi kéo dai
no, khi g& lan gidy boc. Mot cai hop xinh
xan hién ra. Thay khong biét cach mo.
Tram dua tay bAm, nap hop bat ra, moi
nguoi cung «O» 1én mot luot: mot céi
dong ho deo tay nhd mau trang.

Via luc do co tiéng dép let xet cua
chi bép. Viia t6i cua chi da tang hang.
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Chi bung lén mot mam by. C6 dugc si
ngac nhién.

— Chi bung moén gi d6? Biia nay dn
diém tam mon gi ma 1é mé vay do?

— Da thua c6 em lam banh béo Hué
va bun bo. Biia nay sinh nhat cua Thuy,
em lam banh béo an miing sinh nhat.

— Lam hoi nao ma cé dn s6m vay?
— Da em lam hoéi nam gi6 sang. Day
sém mot chut.

— Troi oi! Chi thiét ¢é tinh véi con
toi qua. Thé cé lam nhiéu dé mai hét troi
ba con khong?

— Da ¢6 du c6 da. Em da du phong
trudc roi ma.

Nhiing dia banh bay lén trén ban.
Nhiing bat bun bo boc khdi. Nhiing moén
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qua xinh dep, sang trong gitta nhiing dai
no va gidy boc nhiéu mau. Thuy cam
dong, tim dap ron rang. N6 biét ndi gi
day dé bi€u 16 niém cam on sau xa cua
no, no, dia bé lac loai méi ngay nao hom
nao con lang thang trén cdc nga duong
day nang va bui, canh cay budc béng vac
1én vai?
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