LAN KHAI

MUC MAI
NUGC MAT







qu mai nwée mat

Lan Khai

FLIPBOOK- _

TU SACH TIENG VIET



muwc mai nwéc mat

Lan Khai

Bia: NXB Doi Mo'i
Nguon: Thw vién Tiéu Lun



myc mai nwéc mit

LAN KHAI

P01 MOI
xuat ban - Hanoi 1941



6 | ZapKhas



IVmainiccmaig| g

CHUONG 1

Dém nao ciing nhu dém nao,
nhiing ti€ng am i ddc biét cta
cai pho Hang Bun thuc tinh chi ¢é dau
mot luc vé mai gan sang, khoang tu ba
gio la bat dau xe dién chay. La badi, mot
dang thi bon gai trang hoa ndi vao cudc
muu song ban ngay cta cac hang ngudi
tré ddy lam viéc cho com 4o, mét dang
thi cdc ngudi say, ding md, hat nhu bo
rong; cac phu xe bi xu uc, kéu v& 16; cac
hang “day do’, cac hang “ca phé banh tay”
dua rao ¢i 0i, nhat la tui “ma c0’, nhiing
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quan ngay lung song bam vao nghé mai
dam chang khac dan rudi xam quanh
mun sau quang, chung quan tam tu ngi
bén cic cOt dén dé€ viia san khach choi
vtia boc 16t lan nhau bang cdy bai nudéc
bac, viia chti nhau, viia ving déu, hoac
dang yén dang lanh bong gan c6 kéu
“Troi dat o... 0i!” bang mot thu giong Sai
Gon gia hiéu.

Ay, mot dém gitia thang Chap kia,
dan cai pho xép no viia dugc chut yén
ldng thi Nguyén Khai bi mot con ho dung
day. Nha vin tré tudi nay deo dang cai
chiing suyén da hon mudi nam trdi, chi
vi khong bao gio¢ chang lgi ra dugc lay
mot sO tién ma thuoc thang cho dén noi
dén chon. Va, ct mo6i mua dong lai, hodc
phai khi mua nang thinh linh, chang
thudng bi nhiing con dau song dg, chét
da.
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Khéi nam 14n nay rong ra hon hai
thang; vé cong viéc viét lach, chang
khong lam ndy ra mdt dong mdt chit goi
1a cho cé. Kim, vg chang danh xoay xda
giat muon cac cho quen biét dé chi tiéu
hang ngay. Nhiing su phién luy lit vat rat
dé khién ngudi ta bi ghét bd va mat thé
dién nay du sao dugc cho nhiing thiéu
thon cua moét gia dinh gom bon dua tré,
mot ngudi 0m, mdt ngudi dan ba khong
nghé, khong von, va mot thang nho. Rot
cudc, ng cii chi chong chat thém ng mdi;
nhiing cau cuc can, nhting 15i bi tht vang
lén nhu ong. Doi séng gia dinh Khai
thanh ra mot chuoi dai hoang hét va lo
sg. Hoi ¢6 tiéng chan ngudi 1én thang
hodc bat ky ¢ dau ai noi 16n, Khai da giat
minh, vdi sap xép cau van khit. Chang
luén ludn tu hoéi: “Lam cach nao cho ra
tién?” dé cang thiy quan bach hon lén.
Ca nhiing luc mét qua ngu chgp di, Khai
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cling van thudng bi cic mong anh ghé
gém, cac hoang hot bat than, ay la chua
ké cac con ho né dung phat day.

Khai v6 tam chan ap 1én nguc, chang
cd nhin song toan than chang cu bi giat
ban 1én tling tran. Tl day, mot bén phoi
chang phat ra nhiing tiéng kho khe buc
tic, n6 lam Kim duong ngu say canh
chong, cling phai thic giac. Nang chép
miéng: “Ca thé nay mai thi lam an ra
lam sao, hé troi”. Khai gio tay y bao vg
cl nam yén ma nghi. Kim da thtic nhiéu
quad, nang cting 6m ndt thi ray to! Poan,
chang ngtia mdt, ha miéng, c6 thé nhu
nguoi gan chét dudi.

Kim v6i hop thudc cudn “Abys-
sinie” d€ trén gboc cdi ban ké ngay trudc
giuong - ban viét cta Khai. D¢ la thu
thudc ré tién nhat, va né chi dé dugc tam
thoi. Nhung Khai da dung di dung lai
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nhiéu 14n nén thudc chang c6 cong hiéu
nhu luc méGi. Chang né long vg, cam lay
diéu thudc nang viia cham san dua cho,
rit may hoi roi vit bo.

O giudng bén, thing con 1t clia hai
nguoi cat tiéng khoc, Khai hat ham bao
VQO:

— Xem... kéo nd... nga...

Kim ding xudng san; mot tay vat
nuGc mui.

Dong hd nha ai ving vidng g bon
tiéng...

— Khan dau?

Khan la tén thang bé 6.

— Mg goi né day dun nudc... uong
va... sap stia cho tré... thi viia!
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Kim ngting si con dai.

— Duong thé thi néi lam gi cho mét.
MGi bon gio, bay rudi xe méi chay, con
sém chan...

Nhiing cau hai vg chong viia néi déu
am chi 6ng cu lang Xuan Hoa - than phu
Khai - nhét dinh s6m hém sau, sé bat
cd bon thang con Khai vé qué dn Tét. Vi
cho Khai thué chat chéi qua, cu lang phai
ngu tro ¢ nha mot ngudi quen, nhung
thé nao cu ching sap lai dé€ 6ng chau kip
ra chuyén xe chay Tuyén Quang, noi qué
huong nam doi ctia ho Nguyén.

Cu xudi vé mot hom cot dén la chau,
roi lai ngugc ngay, té ra cu gidan Khai
lam, tuy khong thém ndi. Chang hiéu
nhu vay, va con biét thém rang cai canh
khén don ctia chang luc nay da dugce cu
lang coi nhu mét thi bao tng.
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Hai thé hé da cach biét nhau, dén noi
cha c6 thé oan ghét con trong khi con
yén tri minh vo toi. Chang han, du6i mét
cu lang, Khai hoan toan la mét thang con
ich ky va boi bac. Ay la cu ngd Khai lam
hadi ra tién nhung chi biét sung suéng véi
vg con, chi khong doai hoai chi dén bo.
Chang vay thi sao, luon hai cdi tét, Khai
da khong vé qué, trude la dé du mot
phan vao viéc viéng tham phan md t6
tién, huong khoi ban tho 6ng vai, sau la
hop mdt cung cha, cho vui ctia vui nha?

Su vang mat kéo dai ctia diia con moét
va la chdu trong cdi gia dinh 6ng nha
nho kiém tht chi mot lang 4y, da nhu gai
vao thoi quen to mo ctia xdm mac, va da
cho nhiing mém ong miéng ran mot dip
ban tan x6n xao. Khai ving mat, biét day
la dau! Chung quy, chi minh cu lang la
tic; da buon vi noi ba ngay Tét dén tro



14 Y Zan et

troi mot than trong may gian nha trong
rong, cu lang con cu phai gugng lam ra
mdt ty nhién moi khi khong thé tranh
tra 16i nhiing cau vo san don dé béi moc
ctia nhiing quan doc bung, nhat la cta
may thang nhai ranh trong hang chau
noéi ngoai, chung lgi dung sy dén mting
tudi dé khoe khoang vé cai giau sang
toi doi va dn cap ctia chung, sau khi da
td cho 6ng cu thiy bing da moi manh
khoe, rang con cu chila d6 vo tich su.

Ay, méi 1an danh chiu khoanh tay
trudce sy hon xugc va hiém ac ctia ngudi
doi nhu thé, cu lang cang gian Khai dén
tham gan tim ruét. Khai lam gi khong
thau ro ca. Va chang da cuc kho vo cling,
b&i ludn hai Tét trude, chang da bi bat
budc phéi vang nha. Sy bat dac di ay
chinh 1a do su thiéu dong tién, ciing nhu
moi cdi lui sui khdc ¢ doi. Khai khong
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dt can dam bong bé vg con tré vé qué
huong, v6i moét tinh trang khong hon gi
trudc, dé lam cai dich cho nhiing 16i x0
xién dam ti€u. Chang ciing ty biét minh
hén nhat. Nhung lam thé nao dugc, mét
khi nhiing cdi kia déu manh hon chang!

Khai sé chdng bao gi¢ luu tim dén
dong tién, néu ngudi ta dling san séc
dén cai ngheo cua chang mot cach qua u
kho chiu. Chang c6 thé nao tré nén mot
phu 6ng tién kho thdc dun, hay mot vién
chuc sang cd, khi ma chang da bo cai
thanh xuan ctia chang vao sy doc sach va
su luyén tap cai nghé thuét rat kho cua
nha van. Lam thé Khai da bi tat ca ché
1a dai, nhung chang da tim dugc 1é dé tu
cao ngay chinh sy ché bai ay.

Chang cho rang, nguoi Viét Nam
s& di chua biét trong van nhan thi si, ay
chi vi ti trudc dén nay, ngudi Viét Nam
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chua hiéu van chuong la gi, ngoai cai mé
huan diéu trong Tu thu, Ngi kinh, ma
ho cin phai hoc thuoc dé€ di thi.

Song & doi, ngudi Viét Nam chi biét
c6 hai con duong, lam quan dé€ hudng
tat ca quyén lgi va vinh quang, hoac cam
lam ké bach dinh dé sué6t doi chiu thiét.

Nguyén Du, khi xua, néu da dugc
thdi nhan ca tung, 4y chdng qua tai 6ng
ay 1a mot vi Tham tri bo Lé va da tling
vang mang Vua sang sd bén Tau, thé
thoi! Con dén cai 6ng Nguyén Du, tac
gid Truyén Thuy Kiéu thi nao may ai da
théem dém xia dén. Va, chinh do 1€ iy,
van chuong Viét Nam méi khong bao
gio dugc ca thé gidi ton trong, coi ngang
v6i van chuong Phap, Anh hay Duc, va
cai tinh than cua gidong noi Hong Lac
mai luén luon bi cac tinh than khac lam
cho m¢ am di.
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Bay gig, diéu can kip 1a lam thé nao
cho ngudi Viét Nam nhén r6 dugc cdi su
ménh ctia van chuong va hiéu rang vin
nhaén thi si la khong thé thiéu dugc cho
mot dan toc cling nhu cho cé nhan loai,
bdi ho la nhiing tay dao si tuyét luan da
gan tai, gan mat va da cho nguoi doi cé
mot tdm long.

Thuc vay, con ngudi séng trong
hoan canh thién nhién cta né, hiang bi
sai khién bdi nhiing can dung ctia ban
nidng dén nodi khong con trong nghe va
cam xuc gi hét. Cai ctu canh sinh hoat
duy lgi da khién cho doi song tinh cam
ctia nd han hep va nghéo nan tham hai.
N6 chd mai cdi ngay van nhan thi si dén
trong tran thé d€ mai biét raing mot ngon
nui khong chila mot dong dat thoé tot cho
viéc nung gach, hay chi la mot dong da
kha di nung voi, va bén trén c6 nhiéu cay
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to c6 thé nga xudéng lam than cui. Roj,
tu ddy, né mdéi biét ngdn ngo trudc mot
canh nhu:

Vi may cho niii lén trdi
Vi chung gié thdi hoa cudi véi trang.

Lai méi biét gui dén non xanh doi
16i tha thiét, mdi khi long nung nau vi
ndi sinh ly:

Nui cao chi mady, niii di!

Che khudt mdt troi, chang thdy ngudi
yéu!

Tam hon moi ca nhan vi nhu it nuéc
dung trong long cdi chén. Tam hon ca v
tru la nudc ctia non soéng dai. Van nhan
thi sila nhting bac tai nang da hoa chén
nudéc xuong long song.
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Nhiing y tuéng nay, Khai bat dau cé
ngay tu khi chang thoat dugc rung dong
ém dém bdi nhiing van tho ky diéu ma
thi s Tan Pa duong tung ra trong mudn
lan gié.

Chang cam thdy cung véi cai xuc
dong sau xa no, rang van chuong sé la cai
viéc chinh ctia doi chang. Boi ding trude
nhiing canh: “Trang phau ngua trang,
xanh ri riing xanh” hodc “la thu roi rung
dau ganh, song thu dua 14 bao nganh
biét ly” quen thudc noi qué huong, ma
ong cu lang da day chang hiéu cai vé dep
rit sém, chang chang cling thdy trai tim
mudi bay ctia chang bang khuang man
mac, va chang cing mudn néi mot cdi gi
day u?

Khai da viét, va 1é tat nhién, nhiing
canh nui riing, doi song day bi mat cta
dan Thé Man, nhiing chuyén tinh say sua
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van dugc nhac di nhac lai quanh minh
chang, n6 hgp véi cac nhu yéu khén thiét
tuy mo ho cua hon chang, da chiém dia
vi chinh trong may tac pham, chang cho
ra doi trudc nhat.

Tén Khai da dugc nhiéu ngudi ndi
t6i, nhung bdi tham vong to cao, chang
lu6n ludn dua cdp mat han hoc vé phia
cac vang hao quang choi loi dang chan
trgi xa thaim. Chang mé vin chuong nhu
nguoi ta mé gai hay mé danh bac. Chang
lai da biét rang, su doc lap clia ngoi but
la mot cdi gi can dugc ton trong nén da
quyét dinh sé khong bao gio lay ngoi but
lam cdi vat muu sinh. Chang da chiu khé
lam bat cti nghé nao cé thé lam phu dugc,
tuy nhiing cong viéc nay c6 thé choan
hét tam phan mudi cai thoi gio dung dé
doc sach cta chang.
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Khai da dong vai thay gido tu thuc,
v6i b0 do vé truyén than, chang da lan 16i
khap ving Ha Giang, Bac Quang, Hoang
Su Phi, nhung s8 tién kiém ra da chang
da dé vua chu cip cho gia dinh viia chi
vao cai bénh ngd nudc ma chang da mac
phai, chang da lam thu ky cho m¢t hiéu
son ph6 Hang Non, va da bi moi ra cua
vi cai t0i dam cai lai khi ba chu - moét a
lau xanh ¢t m& miéng chtii chum 16p cé
tui lam cong, chang da vac don vao cac
s&, nhung & dau cling chi thai b6t chu
khong lay thém ngudi lam.

Trong khi ay, cac tai nan cti ndi dudi
nhau don dap dén gia dinh chang, lam
cho tai san khanh kiét; bon thang con
chang ra doi, van dé com 4o cang nguy
c4p. Ong b6 chang ngay dém chi nhiing
phién mudn vé ndi cdé doc mot thang con
dé nuong cay ldc tudi gia thi chinh thang
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con 4y lai chdng lam nén nghé ngdng g,
trong khi con ngudi ta, ké ca con nhiing
nha bo cu me di déu nén danh nén gia,
khién cha me dugc né may né mdt, ho
hang lang xdm dugc dip bg dé phinh
pho.

Sau hét, me chang da chét vi thiéu
thon va tuyét vong. D€ co tién ma chay
cho me, Khai da nham mat ky véi Nha
xudt ban Van Nghé mot to giao keo han
ba nam. Chang da bj bat bu¢clam cai viéc
ma chang da c6 tranh: danh di ngoi but.
Theo giao kéo ndi trén, Khai moi thang
phai c6 cho nha xuit ban mot quyén tiéu
thuyét day mot tram hai nham trang, moi
trang ba muoi ba dong, mdi dong mudi
hai ch@i (nhu th€ lIic in thanh sach ban
dd ba bén hao dé chay) - mot quyén tiéu
thuyét “khong can'...” ra mot bi kich toi

1 ban in tai Thu vién qudc gia Ha Noi (ky hiéu P22963) mat
2 trang 15 va 16.
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tam va kéo dai khong biét dén bao gig,
thém vao cai bi kich nhiing nhu cau vat
chat.

Nhung 6ng cu lang thau dau nong
noi ay!

Cu chi biét buon va gian, bédi con cu
quanh ndm cd bién biét phuong xa. Su
budn gian, lac dau con ngam ngam, gio
da tré nén v§ 16. Cu quyét cho Khai biét
cdi uy quyén ctia cu bang cach bat ca bén
dda chau nhé vé qué. Con chang, chang
da khong ké chi dén tinh cha con thi thoi,
cu cling chang can. Cu da béo r6 chang:

— Vé phan anh, t6i tly anh muoén sao
cing dugc. Duy cac chau t6i, téi phai
dem chung n6 1én nha dé€ 6ng chau sém
hoém gan giii nhau méi dugc!

Khai chi mim cudi dén ¢ta nudc mat
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khi chang nhin sy hon gian trén guong
mat cha, da bi tan phd rat nhiéu béi thang
nam va nhat 1a b&i dau kho...

Kim, d6 con xong, lai quay sang véi
chong:

— Minh da bét thé roi ddy, ndm
xuong may ra ngu thém dugc cang hay.

Khai lam theo 16i vg. Kim dap kin
chan cho chong, roi nang cling ngd minh
vao cho. Dan dan, su ling 1é ctia gian gac
tr§ nén siu tham trong cdi tiéng ru ri
toi tam ctia mot con trung thudc loai dé
no6 kéu trong mot ké tudng nao, va sau
cung, trong cai tiéng thd nhoc déu déu
ctia Kim, Khai khong ngu dugc. Mot tay
vat ngang tran, chang rim mat nhin van
vo cai hinh tron sang do 16 thong phong
chiéc dén Hoa Ky in 1én madt tran voi, va
nhiing 16p béng dam nhat trén tudng cé
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mot vé dep ky 4o ma tiéng noi khong sao
dién ndi. Dong thadi y nghi cta chang ct
lan man ti chuyén nay qua chuyén khac.
Mot khi 6ng cu lang da vé don cac chau
cu vé qué thi Khai thé nao cting phai lén
nha an tét, va sé bi giti lai & qué huong
mot thoi han kha 1au.

Chang nghi dén cdi quy ky kho-
ng tranh dugc, dén nhiing ngay té ngat
chang sap lai phai song trong cai x6 tinh
li nho mién thugng du kia bao nhiéu,
long chang cang ban khodn kho chiu bay

nhiéu.

Chang nhén ra rang: Ha No¢i la mot
cai gi chang khong thé thiéu dugc, rang
noi do thanh ay c6 rat nhiéu lién lac véi
long chang, nhiing lién lac sau xa hon
cd nhiing cai ré vo hinh n6 rang budc
chang véi noi chon nhau cat ron. Khai
da thudng noi:
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— Chi khi nao trong thay dai cau song
Cai, t6i mdi thuc s6ng mot cach day du.

banh rang, bao nhiéu khoai lac mé
hon, bao vé hoa 1é say mat, Ha N¢i nhat
thiét khong cho chang dugc may may
hudng thuy, va chi hat hai chang, nhung,
khong hiéu sao, chang van thiét tha né,
van doi cho tit cd 6 no. Chi & Ha Noi,
chang méi c6 dugc cdi nao nuc can
cho long yéu dai va cho cdi ham xay su
nghiép.

Ha Noi da huy hoai ctia chang bao
nhiéu hy vong va mong dep thuc day,
song chinh no lai da cho chang khong
biét bao nhiéu hy vong va mdng dep. Vay
ma nay, chang nhat dinh sé phai xa no,
dé vé ru ru trong canh nui rting va dé
hang ngay chi trong thay rat nhiing cai
ngu xudn, hgm hinh, rém doi!
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Khai buéng manh mot tiéng thd
dai, chua bao gid cdi buon chia phoi lai
nung nau long chang dén thé. Nhung
lam cach nao khac dugc? Khai danh tu
an Ui: “Chang nhé con cha gia ddy ma
ta cu bién biét khong vé. Thém ntia ta
song chat vat mai da kiét stic qua; ta can
nghi ngoi it lau roi lam gi mdéi lam dugc.
Nhiing phut hoan toan yén tinh kia thiét
tudng rat tot cho ta, ké ca vé tinh than
lan vat chat. Va, biét dau day, gita luc ta
ung dung tu tai, cai tdc pham mo udc
ctia ta dot ngot thanh hinh ciing chua
biét chling?”

Cac lé Khai vién ra d€ ¢6 t6 diém cho
su phai vé qué, du sao, van chang lam
md dugc cac bo mdt giéu cgt, va 16a 1ap
dugc céi 16i canh khée chic hian duong
cho doi chang. Khai bi nhiing cdi ay né
am anh di qua. Chang chép miéng mot
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cach han hoc: “Quadi that! Sao ¢ doilai co
cai thi ngudi chi lay sy giom gio, su béi
thoi dong loai lam cdi 1€ song doc nhat
cia chiung nhu vay dugc. Chua thay
ai hay, chung da voi tang boc ngudi ay
lén tdn may xanh, ma chang phai la dé
an mat, dan m& gi ca! Ngudi ta chua dg,
chiung da hum lai, toan nhiing sy de ri
ké khong may xudng tan dat den, to ra
mot tam dia bat nhéan vo ich. Chung chi
nhting ban ron vé sy khoe minh, sy dém
pha ngudi, vé nhiing manh khae lit vit,
nhiing hiém doc nho nhen, dén noi doi
chung hét lac nao chung cting khong kip
biét. Chung thuc la mdt la sau dat dang
thuong ma lai vo cung dang gian!”

Khai trd minh, chéan tay chang buc
doc nhu muén dap pha moét cai gi. Sau
cung, chang két luan: “Khong, ta phai
biét ngdi x06m 1én cai du luan ctia nhiing
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quan khon nan kia méi dugc! Ta sé mac
xac chung cung nhiing 16i séng trom cta
chung” Khai thay minh cao siéu va can
dam hon bao gio hét. Va, d€ té ra chang
khong ban long vé cdi nhan loai kia chut
nao ntia. Khai bat dau soan trudc cho
minh mot cdi thoi khac biéu phi hgp véi
cudc sdng nay mai cua chang...

Nhung, viia lac 4y, chgt vang téi
tai chang mot vai tiéng guoc lep xep
trén mat duong, nhing tiéng ho khing
khang, nhiing tiéng ri ram nhu bao 16i
than thd, nhiing tiéng ngudi mua ké ban
chti raa nhau. Xa xa, mot hoi coi xe Itia
hét vang. Thang con nho cua chang, theo
1¢, khoc doi qua sém. Cudc song hang
ngay lai bat ddu véi nhiing mé hoéi nudce
mat, nhiing khé cuc am tham, nhiing su
tan ac, nhiing nodi co han cta no...
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CHUGONG 2

Hé't tién nha dén tién gao, gio lai
tién thit, va coOn tdm nham thu
tién khac ntia thé nay thi téi cling dén
chét mat, cha song dugc! - Kim, khong
ché mu hang thit xuong khdi cai thang
g0 khép khénh, 14p ttic quay ngay vao ké
1€ bang mot giong sting nudc mat. Khai
nging dau, tay dit dan cai quan but 1én
trang cudi cung tap ban thdo chang dang
viét not:
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— Khé qua! Thi mg ct d€ mic to6i ¢
phai la nhe minh khong...

Sac mat Khai bién tii vang xin sang
mau tai nhgt. Chang ti hai khuyu tay
xudng mép ban; sau lan kinh can thi, cap
mat chang m& to nhin thing vao Kim
vGi mot vé buc doc va chan nan:

— Mg ct mac toi van khat ngudi ta
thé nao yén chuyén thi thai.

— Néu mdc dugc thi ndé da ra mot
nhé khac!

— Sao lai khong? Ay tha nhu thé con
hon la cu nay eo s¢o, mai eo séo mai,
khong ai chiu noi...

Gid nhiing ngudi cé ng ho chiu dé
toi yén thi ¢t goi la cay rdng, toi cling
chang noi ldy ntia cau.
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— Da thé, mg ct ndi! Mg ndi thé nao
cho né ndy ra tién dugc thi con gi hay
bang !...

— Cu chét quach ngay di la ranh
chuyén. - Kim dian do6i quay mét vao
vach - Chét 1a thoi, chang con diéu no
tiéng kia rac réi niia !

— Chdng ai bdt ép dugc ai hét... Ma
chdng ép thi sy cling dd muon roi.

— Nao t6i ¢6 ngd dau dén ndi chi vi
dong tién ma mg dam ra odn han toi
nhu thé, lay chong thi theo canh ng6 cua
chong. G ddi nay ai ching mudn phéin
gidi mat, nhung cai doi toi chang may da
nhu vay, tdi con biét lam thé nao? Doi
vGi cong viéc bon phan mdt ngudi cha
gia dinh, t6i tudng toi cling da lam day
da 1am ro6i thi phai. Mg thti xem: 6m thé
chdng dugc thé nay, toi cling ¢d ngdi day
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dé viét... (Khai nhin xudéng trang ban
thdo). Véi lai chi con mot doan cudi niia
la cé tién ngay, chu phai cho dgi lau la gi
cho cam...

- Da chac ban dugc ngay chua! Hay
la tét nhat dén noi, cac nha xuat ban
nguoi ta con dé tién chi mon khac...

— Hay tht xem; chang nha nay thi
nha kia, lo gi!

— Thé méi ré duong yén duong lanh
doc canh chiju t0i - Giong Kim tré nén
day nghién va ché giéu. Gia chju viét cho
nha Nghé Thuat, cé phai giao sach an
tién, nhe minh bao nhiéu? Dau dén ndi
phai chay ngugc chay xu6i dé€ choé nay né
rim gid, chod kia nd bat chet...

Khai x6 ghé dung day, chang khong
thé chiu dugc ntia nhiing 16i qua thiét



Nipsmibabem® | 35

thuc ma Kim day di day lai da hang trdm
lugt vé cdi viéc Khai doi tang tién nhuan
but, né da khién cho nha Nghé Thudt
tuyét giao v6i chang.

— G6m, ¢6 moi viéc tam thudng ay
ma mg cu lam nhu t6i da pham mat toi
dai phan nghich khong béang. Su thuc, ai
¢ vao dia vi tdi, ngudi ay cling phai tuc.
Tai sao nhiing sach t6i da viét ban cling
chay tay nhu cia may vén si khac, ma so6
tién nhuan but cta t6i lai chi bang ntia
nhiing ngudi kia? Chang qua lao Nghé
thuat nhan thay toéi vg con mot dan mot
1G, cho rang du bat chet thé nao t6i cling
phai chiu. Ngudi ta da xt v6i minh theo
16i con budn, minh ciing phai biét cho
nguoi rang con cé quyén lgi cia minh
nta chu. Khong lam thé, thién ha né
cling cudi cho la ngoc...



36 | Laphab

- Oi chao! O doi gia dai lam ngay,
cht khon kia dé€ ban dai nay ma an! Biét
thé nao cho cung... V4 lai, cau xoay xda
lam chi t6 mua thu chudc 0dn vao minh,
chu da dugc tich sy gi? Ci 16 md nhu
anh Ngoc thé ma lai héa yén théan yén
Xac...

— Yén than! Khai nhun vai va cudi
mii: Thi ra khé dau gi ba chang biét hay
yén thin cai da! Va nhiing thang chong
chi biét sdp mdt xuong, dung ké gi la ttic
khi, Ia nhuc nha hét.

— Nhuc nha nao chua biét, hay biét
cai nhuc nha khong cé gao d6 vao mom,
v6i cac diia khong bang day t6 minh né
néi cho nhu chii vao tdn mat ma van

phai chiju day...

— O ddi, ai khong ng? Va cai nghéo
phai dau la cai xau...
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— Ngo6i ma cai ly bay gi¢ thi ai theo
kip cau dugc! Theo y t6i, chang 16i thoi
gl cd... Néu nguoi ta tra minh kém mot
chut, minh chiu kho viét gia thém so
trang thi dau ciing vao day!...

— Chiu thoi! Mg chang thdy vi chiu
kho ma toi thanh ra duong vui lap cai
tén tdi dusi mot dong gidy 10n day u?
Viét van ¢6 phai nhu dong d6 go ddu ma
bao c6 gang dé lay thém tién.

— Nghé van da khong nudi song noi
nguoi, cau sao con cud da mang n6 mai?

Khai giuong to hai mat nhin vo
chang ngay ra chang khic mot ké mo
dao chot nghe ai xui ha chinh ngay cai
than tugng ctia minh xuéng ma lam cui!
Im ling gidy lau chang méi thung thang
néi bang mot giong day xot xa:
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— Thoi, t6i da trot roi; va mag, toi xin
mg diing noi nia...

Kim lang:

— Cau dung tudng cai viéc doi tién
nhuan but da dugc ngudi ta khen dau!
Cau khong xem bao nhiéu dda n6é xum
lai cong kich cau, mia mai rang da la van
si ma con yéu sach tién nong la khong
xtng dang, 1a ban thiu, 1a vat chat, la...

— La dé tién niia chu gi? Khai toan
noi tiép — Chang cii nhiing quan khén
nan 4y, t6i dam chac mg cling nghi nhu
vay.

Chang thay Kim dang bi hon bao
gio hét. Chang cho Kim méi 1a ké thu
pham da gay nén tat cd moi dau dén vat
chat va tinh than cta chang. Mot y tuéng
chay vut qua 6c chang: gia Kim chét! Gia
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chang c6 thé giét dugc vg! Khai rung
minh tu ghé tdm va cang odn ghét Kim.
Chang dung siing lai, n6i chd vao mat
thiéu phu nhu khi nguoi ta cdm thay can
phdi giang cho v& cdi ngu ngoc cta ké
dan don:

— Mg phai biét chinh nhiing dua
cong kich tdi, néu & vao dia vi tdi, chung
cling lam nhu t6i da lam. Chuang sé di da
noi trai voi luong tAm chung, 4y chang
qua vi chung muén minh ninh hét chu
dé hong cé dugc thém miéng thit miéng
x0i nao doé thoi. Stefan Zweig da bat mot
hang quay phim My phai trd ban quyén
cuon ti€u thuyét lich sii Marie Antoi-
nette cia dng ta muoi lam triéu My kim,
Léon Tolstoi doi ndi trang tiéu thuyét
Anne Karénine ba nghin roubles thi
khong sao, mot van si ¢ cai nuéc “nghin
ndm van hién” nay, trai lai, da bi cac ban
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cung nghé chui la vat chat, va da bi ngay
vg minh ngo 1a hiéu sy, chi vi anh ta da
dam doi nhting... tdm hao mot trang ban
thdo gom ba muoi ba dong, moéi dong
mudi hai chii. Bang & cdi ly nao t6i hai
mg, ngudi ta cd ép budc nha van phai
cao thugng, nghia la phai uéng nudc
14, dé r6i nguoi ta lai bi bang nha van la
phudng kiét xac?

Khai ngting lai, tu h6 dé€ lang nghe ca
mot quang dé dai phan uét n6 vo tung ra
trong long chang.

— Ngudi Viét Nam thuc la mot giong
quai g&! Ho nhat dinh ép van nhan phai
cao thugng bang cach chiu nghéo suot
doi, thé roi ho bi thi chinh ngay su
ngheo ting ay, va cho vdn nhan bat qua
1a mot hang bat man bdai thi khong do,
mot hang dé ong, d& thang vo tich su.
Cung mot luc, ho da thd phung nhiing
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Ly Thai Bach, Té6 Dong Pha, Han Dd, D6
Pht va hién dang hét stic tan tung nhiing
Shakespeare, Goethe, Tolstoi, v.v...

Khai suc sao quanh trong gian géc,
Kim guc xudng canh tay va sut sit khoc,
nhu bat cd mot ngudi dan ba nao & vao
mot cadnh ngd nhu nang:

— Ai lai han mdy tét r6i ma vin me
mot noi con mot néo. Trong nha thi dong
xu khong cé... 1dy gi ma trang trai cong
ng, ldy gi ma mua sam mot ti goi la don
tay cho tré ltic 1én nha!

Khai buon qud. Chang da c6 quén
ma su thuc ci dugc pho bay ra trudc
mat chang mot cach so6 sang va tan nhan.
Khai ngo6i bét xuéng cho cii, mat chang
van vo nhin trang ban thao trong khi tri
chang nghi bang khuang dén cha gia,
con dai: “Toi nghiép qua! Ca Kim nfa...
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Kim, du sao cling chi 1a mét ngudi dan
ba it hoc van va hiéu biét, thé thoi. Lam
cach nao bay git? Chi con doc mot ké la
viét cho xong quyén ti€u thuyét nay”.

Khai cam lay but. Troi, sudt doi
chang, Khai c6 1€ khong mong gi con cé
lac thoat ly dugc cai kho danh di ngoi
but chang? Néu vay thi d6i quach nghé
nhu Kim da néi.

Mot gid sau, Khai ném tach quan but
xuong mat ban. Chang xoa tay: “Thu lai
thang cha Han mac xem nao. Han tdm
minh mai, may ra han sé tra minh dugc
mot gid phai chang..”

Khai tién dén trudc guong dai moc
thty, chang that lai cai mui chiéc cra-
vate mau huyét du da hoen 6 va son
mép. Nhin cdi dung nhan gay va xanh
phan chiéu trong lan guong, Khai chép
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miéng: “Coi chtuing lai theo Vii Trong
Phung sém”. Va long chang nao nao han
1én, cling chang r6 4y 1a tinh thuong ban
hay thuong than. Chang khong muon cé
thém mot dau d6n niia, khi long chang
da nhiéu dau dén, chang mdc vdi quan
a0, véi cam mot tap ban thao; doan quay
ra dau thang gac:

— Mg & nha nhé! Téi di mot luc xem
thé nao roi toi vé ngay.

Kim nin ldng.

Cdi ndé dén 6c chang trudc hét, khi
Khai xuong téi dudng, ay 1a mot diéu lo:
Cht nhan Han Mdc thu xa vang nha thi
sao? Lai ntia, han c6 th€ c6 nha, nhung
quyén van cua chang cting c6 thé khong
ban dugc, vi mot 1€ gi d6 - chang han,
nhu Kim da noéi: “.. Tét nhat dén noi, cac
nha xudt ban con dé tién chi mén khac”
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Khai thé dai: Cai hy vong cudi cing ma
chang ¢6 niu ldy thé 1a tan méit, ching
khac mdt bong may nho dang chan trai
gitia khi dai han. Va ¢ doi, con cdi c6 don
nao ménh mong bang cai c6 don cia mot
ké da mat dén ca cai hy vong sau cung?
Chang cam thay noé trong hoi lanh cua
cai nang hanh vang va trong nhu mat,
trong cai tung bung ctia ddm dong, cta
xe ¢§, clia cac hang rong, clia tiéng coi xe
hoi, cua ti€éng chudng xe dap, tiéng kéu
goi, tiéng cudi duia quanh minh va nhat
1a trong cai tham tuoi, kiéu diém cua cac
cO thiéu nd.

Khai cai dau, budc 1ai thai trén via
he. Chang ngac nhién sao ngay gitia nhan
loai, mot ngudi lai c6 thé 1é loi dugc dén
nhu chang. Chang nhac dén tén ban,
nhat la cac ban da dugc chang cho nhé
va, d€ c6 c6 ma odn trach. Chang cé cam
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tudng nhu hét thay déu té bac vé6i chang,
va chang 6m ghi lay cai budn don chiéc,
nhu ngudi sap tu ti vudt ve khau sung
luc. O, nhung ma buén da viy: Ngudi
ta cé thé song vGi tram nghin budn khé
né chua chét trong tim; ngudi ta kho-
ng thé nao séng dugc ma lai khong cé
lay it ra la mot tia hy vong. Khai ciing
thé. Mdc dau sy thit vong. Su lo lang, su
sau mudn, Khai, rat lai, van ¢6 tim lay
cho long chang mot udc mong. Chang
udc mong lan than gia c6 ngudi vo y bo
roi mot vi tién. (Khai liéc nhin nhanh
mot cho kin ddo - mot gdc cay hay mot
nhém c6 nao dé — dé€ cho cai vi roi cé
thé con dugc dén luc chinh chang nhin
thay). Chang tudng tugng cai cach khon
khéo chang sé cui xudng nhat chiéc vi;
chang ty héi xem nén ré vao con dudng
vang nao dé c6 thé ung dung kiém soat
s0 tién bt dugc. Chép chiém ctia chang
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phdi cta minh, Khai ciing biét la mdt
diéu ma ngudi ta khong khen; nhung...
0, can quai gi cai thi luan ly dat ra béi
nhiing ké chua ting bao gio hiéu thé
nao la doi, rét, nhat 1a chua bao gid hiéu
nodi dau dén ctia mdt ngudi cha khi thay
chinh I con minh déi rét! Chang lan
than dém: “mot... hai... ba... b6n, nam...
nam td gidy hai chuc... Mot trdim dong ca
thay!” Mot tram dong, du chan! Khai cé
mang chi nghin 4y, van khac, chang chi
can mot soO tién viia van dé dep tat cho
gia dinh chang nhting tiéng than khoc,
nhiing tiéng eo x¢o.

Khai thoat [én mdt cdi xe tay va giuc
tti bui anh phu xe chay ba chan bén cang
vé ph6 Hang Bun. Chang nhdy bon bac
thang mot lén gac. Chang an mdt tram
bac vao tay Kim, sau khi da hon nhu tuéi
lén tran, 1én mat, lén ma nang: “Thoi,
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minh ding khéc nta... Tién day roil...
Tat cd mot tram bac ddy minh mudn
tiéu gi tuy y!” Khai phan véan, chdng biét
c6é nén lam nhu vay chang; hay la chang
s€ quay vé v6i mot vé tuyét vong, va sé
khoanh tay ngo6i thui ra & trudc ban viét,
sau khi da ném tap ban thao xuéng mat
san gac va nguyén rta mot ngudi ban
tudng tugng nao do6 dén hét 16i. “Tan bi
kich sé kéo dai cho dén luc me cu that
cudng, by gi¢ ta mdi thung thang diing
1én va trinh trong nhu mét tay phu thay
hom minh, ta sé doc mét cau than chu
b6 vo doan ho: mot, hai, ba... bién!... Chi
chang cu goi la ‘lac mat; khi thay bo cu gi
vao tan mui mot tram bac!”

Khai bat cuoi, lam cho miy thang
bé nhdt la bang phai ngo ngin. Nhung
chang van say sua trong gidc mong: “Thay
chong khong ban tiéu thuyét ma ty nhién
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cd nhiéu tién, chi chang tat nhién to6 mo
héi... Ta sé ndi thuc cai may man phi
thudng cua ta, va sé gio cho Kim xem cai
vi..” (hinh anh céi vi da mau den nhanh
bay trong tu kinh nha G6-da thoang hién
trugc mat Khai). Chang nac nom: “Cai
vi dep qual..”, va nghi lo: “.. Khong biét
nén git dé dung hay vt bo?..”
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Chuong 3

K hi cdc mdn ng da trang trai xong
dau vao day, va cac hanh ly cua
chang (mét hom quan 4o véi hai bo to
sach) da dugc xép cin than trén noc 6
to hang rong 16n, nhu cd mot gian nha,
Khai ngac nhién nhén thay rang su doi
cho &, thuc ra, khong cé gi khé chiu, nhu
chang lam tudng. Trai lai thé! Khai nhin
Kim, va n6i qua mot nu cuoi:

— Nhiing ngay cudi cung & Ha Noi
thuc la cd mot ac mdng.
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Ay 13 mot doan doi da hét hin, da
qua di mai mai - va long chang tu nhién
lang lang khoan khodi, trong su ch¢ dgi
bang quo mot cai gi méi mé nd sé bat
dau cho chang.

Hanh khdch 1én da day xe. Nguci
canh sat théi mot tiéng coi. Chiéc 6-t6
tu ti ra cong bén Nua va ré [én cau song
Cai. Vay la thoi, vinh biét Thang Long,
v6i nhiing cdi vinh, cdi nhuc chang da
song & day; vinh biét Nghé Thudt ton
ong, cd cht nhan Han Mic tu xa niia!

Nhiing ngédn ranh ma trong su loi
dung va bat chet ctua anh chang van si
ntia doi nay ciing chang kém chi ctia ban
dong nghiép han. Biét thop canh nha
van chay Tét, cai canh chinh han, xua
kia, da tiing qua, han da vo kéu ting 4m
i, khi Khdi viia m& miéng nodi cdi muc
dich dén tham cuta chang:
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— Buc qua, tién sinh a, ai lai Tét nhat
dén noi, minh phai tra nao tién in, nao
tién gidy hang trdm modn, thé ma may
thang dai ly chd chét ci i ra, thi tién sinh
tinh cu tic dén phat dién lén dugc hay
khong?

Va hin von va moi Khai dén bén
khay den:

—... Hay lam may phat da! Anh em
lau khong gap nhau, di dau ma voéi... Cau
chuyén tién nong, roi dau tu khac co day!

Nhung, luén may ti€ng dong ho,
han chi néi nhiing cau phiém va chi ké
1€ nhiing cai khong may may quan thiét
chi dén Khai. Chang dam néng rudt:

— Thé nao, 6ng anh cé lay giup dé
quyén tiéu thuyét nay chang?
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Han van cho cau hdi dy, tuy cd lam
ra dang ué oai cam lay t4p ban théo gid
xem (cu theo thoi gid tdm hao moét trang,
quyén ti€u thuyét cua Khai ban ré ciing
phai mdt tram hai muoi dong). Han tha
dai:

— Chang mdy khi dai huynh hoi dén,
— O, Khai ban cht ¢6 vay dau! - dé ma
khong c6 dua lai huynh tiéu thi thuc rat
14y 1am an han; khon noi, chinh dé ciing
dang quan bach hét stc...

Han ngting lai d€ hat, va khi da nhan
16 vé lo lang, thit vong ctia Khai, han méi
ngot ngao bé nhén nghia:

— Thoi, chang mua ban gi ca, dé c6
lo sdu chuc dua dai huynh tiéu; con hon
thiét chiing nao thi k€ nhu dai huynh
giup d¢, dugc chang?
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- bugc. - Khai hd then nhu mot gai
di chua quen nghé khi phdi nghe nhiing
cau mdc ca song sugng — Cho xin mot
mau gidy trang dé tdi viét td nhugng ban
quyén.

Nhan tién xong, Khai lap ttc ding
day ra vé. Chang nghi: ay la tié€c cai thang
ngudi nao cing biét ring mot ngay kia
no6 phai chét, va khi tii gia coi doi thi vua
Ng6 ba muoi sdu tan vang, thac xuéng
am pht chdng mang dugc gi, ma né con
tham lam tan nhan dugc dén thé day! Gia
né co6 thé song mai mai thi khong biét sé
té nhu thé nao! Va chang cam thay mot
nodi buodn tuyét vong, trudc cai canh loai
nguoi, d€ muu sy séng riéng cho minh,
cl phai ac hai 1an nhau.

... Ngay cu6i ndm hdi vin suong;
vom troi ndng nhu cai vung chi tip xuong
canh vat. Khai nhin dong song Bo Dé
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chdy mong ménh va lanh lung, nhu mot
modi vo tAm thién van co...

Hét dai cau — ma moét lan, Khai da
nghe bon ldi thoi goi rat dung la cdi gian
muép - 0-td vao mot pho dong duc,
cd nhiing ctia hang sdc s, va nhiing
nguoi di sam tét tung bling qua mot dam
hoéi. Sau cung, xe bon bon trén dudng
thién ly, hai bén la nhiing manh rudng
da git mo lién tiép dén tan chan trdi
mau bac. Tung lay tre ndi lac dac trén
cai phang ling ctia mit dong, v6i nhiing
ngon cong vut nhu nhiing tia nugc xanh.
b6 la nhiing lang mac yén tinh dén gan
nhu ngu say trong khudn sdo nhiing tuc
1é khong bao gio thay doi. Cai thé gidi
thon qué chat phac, nhiin nhin va quen
thudc qua! Ngay vom trGi vdn may de
ndng bén trén va ngon gidé bac long qua
khoang trong ciing c6 vé gian di va binh
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than. Chiang bu véi céi thé gigi phon
hoa! Khadi c6 nhiing y so sanh hay hay vé
cai quan niém song va hanh phuc mot
dang cta ngudi nong phu, tdm hon da
hoa nhip theo sy van chuyén déu déu
cua thdi tiét, véi mdt dang cua nguoi
thanh thi, lic nao ciing s6i no6i nhiing
ham mudn chang bao gi¢ thda man.

Chiéc xe van vun vut trén con dudng
da xam, theo cai toc d0 b6n muci nham
cay sO mot gid. Kim, chling lanh, ngoi
nép mai vao bén Khai, va kéo vat do par-
dessus cua chang che nguc. Khai nhin
Vg, nang mim cudi, mat long lanh sang
va ma hay hay dé...

Mot tinh thuong bong tran ngap
ca tam hon Khai. Chang tdi nghiép cho
Kim, bdi cdi 1€ Kim chi la mdt ngudi dan
ba it hoc van va hiéu biét. Thuc vay, gia
Kim cao hon chut ntia, nang sé chiu cai
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nghéo dé dang hon, va nang sé quy su
hy sinh cta chang cho van chuong bao
nhiéu. Ay 1a chua néi Kim sé an tii chang
vO cung, bang cach thau r6 tan kich né
duong dién ngdm ngidm trong long Khai
— trong luong tam mot nha van da gan
bén muoi tudi méi nhén ra rang tat ca
quan niém cua minh v€ nhan sinh cling
nhu vé nghé thuat déu hu nguy dén hau
thanh mot toi ac. B6i khong thé tim dugc
¢ Kim mot khich 1€ tinh than, Khai cang
phan nan cho Kim, va coi cudéc nhén
duyén ctia hai ngudi nhu mot diéu sailam
dau dén. Nhung du thé nitia, Khai van
khong c6 quyén cu vo tam v6i nhiing cai
no6 tao nén hanh phuc cia moét ngudi ma
chang da 14y lam vg. Lai con bon thang
con va mdt 6ng bo gid nita. Chang nhé
chang hy sinh ca bay nhiéu cudc doi cho
cai ma chang lay lam 1€ sdng ctia chang?
“Ta, trudc hét, phai muu sy no 4m va
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su yén On cho gia dinh ta da!” - Bang
cach nao? Khai kiém duyét cic phuong
ké ma, quanh minh chang, ngudi ta van
dung dé di t6i sy dac thang trong xa hoi;
va chang tu tha rang hét thay cung kho-
ng hgp véi cudc dbi doi I6n lao duong
bat dau trong tu tudng ctua chang. Vap
phai van dé kho khan, chang loay hoay
tim mai ma khong ra mot cach giai quyét
nao 6n thoa.

Tinh than va xdc thit chang, dong
thai bi tiéng dong co déu déu ru dan vao
gidc ngli: dém qua, chang da ching thic
sudt sang dé du cudc tién hanh cta may
ong ban dong nghiép, toan thudc cai
hang «giang ho khi cot» day u? Ho da xa
chang biét chiing nao! Ca cai cach song
bén ngoai khuon phép «ctia phudng
dung tuc» ma bon nghé si van tan duong
1a dep dé, la can cho su sang tao doi dao
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manh liét, Khai cting chi con hoi mang
mang nhu n6 da thudc vé mot ki€p nao
mu mit qua.

Xe dén Viét Tri va do6 lai trudc mot
day hang qua. Khai bi Kim danh thuc:
Chang vtia chép chdp hai mi mat via
mim cudi, nhu dé ta 16i:

— Mét qua, ngt diu di moét ti ma da
nta dudng rai!

Cau chang ndi bi 4t di béi muon
tiéng On ao clia ngudi lén ké xudng va
ctia nhiing hang rong cheo kéo khach
mua. Khai thay doéi, lién ru vg an moi
ngudi mot bat phd ga; chang udng thém
mot chai bia nho niia; roi, khi xe chay,
chang lai thiu thiu ngu...

Luc chang tinh giac lan thu hai thi xe
da sap qua cau sat phu Poan Hung, bac
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ngang trén dong L6 Giang, nudc réo am
am nhu tiéng xay théc. Mot ky niém lam
van tam hon Khai: Mud6i nam vé trudec,
nhting chuyén xe ngugc xudi con phai
dung pha kham tii b6 bén nay sang bo
bén kia. Va, mot lan chang da cing may
ban... diing trén mui pha, thé véi nhau
nhiing viéc 14p bién vé troi. Ay 1a mét
chiéu cu6i dong, trdi cling van may nhu
chiéu nay, va gié bac cling chay luét tling
con trén ngan lau hoa trang; lung chting
khong, mot con vac 1€ bd roi nhiing tiéng
kéu buodn... May ban... ctia chang, hién
gi®, da hoac chét rii trong mot x6 toi tam
nao, hoac duong tu... xa trong voi vé cd
quan... Khai buéng moét tiéng thé dai;
doan chang cat tiéng ngdm mot bai tho
c6 chang da chuyén dich sang quoc am,
mdc dau tiéng ngam ctia chang bi tiéng
dong co lan at:
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Thué logn, xudi dong thé...
Ngay yén, ngugc mot minh!
Qué ngudi, dau diém bac:
Dit cii, ddng non xanh...
(Thé loan, dong nam khu;
Thoi thanh, doc bac hoan!
Tha huong, sinh bach phat;

Cuu qudc kién thanh son).

Bai tho méi ggi cdm lam sao! N6 tinh
thuc trong day long chang biét bao nhiéu
1a u han, bao nhiéu moi ti€c thuong doi
vGi nhiing guong mat chdng bao gio lai
thdy, va nhiing ngay ma chang con cé
nhiing bong bot, nhiing say sua né lam
cho ta chi thay doi cé mot y nghia trong
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sach va gian di. Mud6i nam da qua di. Thaoi
gian ci nhu nudc chdy dudi chan cau,
chdng hé gian doan. Chang da ba muoi
nhdm tudi; chang da mait nhiéu, néu
chua noéi 1a mat cd - trii moi hoai nghi
doéi v6i nhiing cai né da lam cén cu cho
hét thay y nghi, tinh cdm va sy nghiép
ctia chang. Khai chua chat: «... Su nghiép
ctia mot ké viét van kiém gaol... Mot ké
dem tén danh di v6i doi, dau dudng cudi
pho ké cudi ngudi ché, dung nhu Tan Da
da ndi...». Va, bui ngui, Khai nhin qua
ctia xe: Song nui lic ndm tan nhudém
mot mau am dam. Mot mui c¢é uét theo
gi6 tham vao gidc quan chang. Hai bén
vé dudng, nhiing dai rting xua van dung
diing cai vé xdc xo dudi nhiing tiing may
van. D6 day, mot vai ddm ltia nuong co
ghi yéu 6t nhiing dau sinh hoat 1€ loi...
Bdng t6i va may den cang lau cang day
ddc. Su hoa hgp diu dang cua moi hinh
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sac gieo vao hon Khai mot bang khuang
ky la.

Khai dén nha vao lac anh dén con
sang: Ong cu lang va bon thing nhé
chua di nam. Viia nghe tiéng Kim goi, &t
tré nhao nhao chay ra dén; cé dua khong
kip x0 chan vao giay, guoc; ca con ché
1ai, van nhé cht, cing chém 1én, mudn
rtit phang ca xich sat.

Ong cu lang hoi bang mot giong vui

ol

Ve

— Céc con da lén day a? Sao cham
thé, lam 6ng va cac chdu mong mai, nhat
1a thang cu Ti, n6 nhac cdu mg ludn
miéng...

Kim 6m thédng tt 1én long va hon hit
tui bui:
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— Vg chong con cling ndng rudt qua;
nhung mai hom qua nha con mdéi ban
dugc sach cho ngudi ta!

Khai kéo cai diéu bat dé lam hoi
thuoc lao, ma chang da phai nhin suodt tu
sau lac r&i bd Viét Tri. Chang héi bé:

— Ong va céc chdu dn com r6i a?

- Qi chao, cac anh 4y kéu d6i 4m nha
clia ngay tu chap t6i kia! D€ bao thang
nhé n6 nau com hai vg chong én...

— Thoi ching con dn tam phd ciing
dugc. Ndu com bay gid cach rach lam!

— Thé thi chi bang cé banh chung

noéng day, boc vai chiéc ra ma an.
— Con sg¢ chua cuing?

- Ong da dit lén thip huong & ban
thd Phat va & ban tho 6ng Vai roi.
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banh chung...
La tré bau ngay vao bo:

— Phai day, cdu cho chung con véi
nhé, ciu nhé!

— Chung bay vilia com rdi! Mai hay
dn banh; no bung qu4, dém lai lam ray
nguoi ta!

Cu Ti ngoeo dau:

— Khong, bé an bay gio kia... nao...
nao!

— Thang Diép! Cau bao thi nghe ngay
chi! Chong me cho keo va dép méi day
nay...

Kim vtia néi viia lay cac thi & hom
ra va chia cho I tré moi dita mét phan
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déu nhau. Mot goi keo dua va mot doi
sandale.

Thang 16n tudi nhat phung phiu:

— C6 sandale thé ma me khong mua
quan o linh thuy!...

Mot nét buon thoang qua trén mat
Kim:

— Céc con mdc tam 4o té€t ndm ngodi
vay! Cau 0m, lam gi ra tién...

Cu Ti noi ché:

- b 6 Ha Noi... cau 6m, em ciing
biét! Luc nao cau khoi, cdu méi mua quan
ao tay cho dugc chu!... Ca sung nay... ca
xe dap nay... ca ken nita kial...

— That! Em bé noi phdi. Cdc anh thi
thua no tuot...
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Cu lang gat gu khen chau ut doan
quay lai phia Kim:

— Thay xem y thdng cu con no ly su
ddo dé: noi dau ra day! Gioi ching song
thi phai biét!...

Cu con thuat lai v6 s6 nhiing cai hom
hinh cta thang Diép. Khai d€ vg nghe
chuyén bo, chang vdn to cdi ngon den
Hoa Ky, dung d€ an thudéc lao, cho thém
sang, va cam cay dén bup mdng sang cac
gian bén soi khap mot lugt.

Nép nha cua cu lang Xuan Hoa da c
lam, gbm c6 ba gian hai chai rong thénh
thang. Ludn miy nam séng vang vé mot
minh, cu lang nhét dinh ct khong cho ai
thué bét, sg néu cac chau cu lén, ching sé
khong c6 cho choi dua dn ngt. Nép nha
nay doi véi Khai, la cd mot kho ky niém
nio nung, chang da song & day nhiing
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ngay den t6i nhat; va cling & day, me
chang da tho hoi thé cuoi cling, nguoi
me da dé thuong dé nhé cho long chang
khong bao gid nguoi dugc.

Khai qua gian gitia thd Phat, t6i gian
bén la cho thd me chang roi vao gian trai
ma trudc kia, chang da dung lam budng
ngu.

Duéianh den dautay, cacchitiéthién
dan 1én v6i mot vé hoang tan tham dam:
bo salon bang g6 tap nhudém, ké trude
ban thd Phat, cdi ban viét queé chan va da
mat mdt 6 kéo, ding tua lung vao vach
gan ngay day, vai cai giuong giat, mot doi
trang ky moi xong, dam ba cai hom khoa
chudng buc day, vai cai tt bo 16ng chong,
tat ca déu mdc théch dau phu sa ctia tran
lut ho6i thang bay (Tuyén Quang ndm
nao cling phai may ngay ngam nudc).
B6n phia, vach tam hgp da 16 nhiéu ché,
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dé tro lugt nan ntia, va ma 16i cho gid
lanh vao trong nha. Ngang nhin mai tra-
nh, Khai thay ndi cac rui me déu bi khéi
an den kit, va day nhiing mang nhén rua
budng nhu thao non.

Khai lai truéc ban thé me va cham
may nén huong cam vao cai bat su vé
rong. Chang nhan thay btic thay hoa,
do tay chang vé dé ghi cai hinh dnh me
chang khi ba cu vtia tat thg, da phai mau
nhiéu qua. B6 ngi sy, bang gb son son,
ciing da khuyét mdy tht - chic han bi
nudc cudn di. Khai bui ngtii mudn khdc,
chang cam tuéng nhu bao nhiéu dau vét
cta di vang déu vay ca lay chang ma bao:
“Khong, anh diing bé chung toi nia!
Vang anh ngin 4y nam, cai tinh trang
cta chung t6i ra thé nao, anh thti xem?”.
Thuc chua bao gid Khai ai ngai cha me,
vg con chang bang bay gig, lai cing chua
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bao gio cdi van dé muu toan su no am va
su yén 6n cho gia dinh chang thuc giuc
long chang dén thé! Cung mot lac, ca
cudc doi chang hién ra, ngtia nghiéng va
16 d6 mot cach vo cung tuyét vong.

— Cau 0i, sang ong bdo gi ay...

Tiéng goi ctia dan tré cang khién tim
chang nhu bi vo xé. Hong chang that
lai. Mot cam giac cay cay x6ng lén mat
chang. Khai 16n vé ch6 ngoi. Nhung, tu
lac lai tiép chuyén cha, Khai khong dam
nhin thdng vao guong mit ma nhiing
ngan ran reo déu nhu bdo ngam chang:
“Hay thiét tha véi nhiing cai gi nguci
khong thay dugc hai lan”,
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CHUONG 4

Théng Giéng, theo thoéi tuc con
I thinh trong dan gian, von la mot
thang an choi, nén & tinh nha cudc sinh
hoat cta Khai cling bat ddu bang nhiing
ngay nhan ha. Do thé, tam hon chang tha
ho bi xam chiém béi moi u hoai gay nén
t¢ nhiing canh quen thudc trong thién
nhién hgp véi nhiing ddi thay trong
nhan su.

Trudc hét, va nhu ta da thay, Khai
da bui ngui v6 han vé cdi vé hoang tan
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cta tap léu tranh trong do chang hién
song cung véi gia dinh. Chang con bang
khuang ngao ngan khi nhin dén ngoi
nha gach hai tang mat ngoanh ra song
Lo, két qua ctia bao ndm mo hoi nudc
mat ma phu than chang da ban cho mot
ong cai mo dé lay tién vit uéng vao cai
ap xa Linh Son, hodc khi gdp nhiing mat
la, chang r6 tit dau t6i, cd thay dan vao
nhiing mdt quen khong thay nia, cung
nhiing khi diing ngam cac ngon nui mo
trong suong, nhiing cay gao tro trui cé
ting dan sdo mun chéo choet, nhiing
con dudng khong thay ddi bén trén van
phang phat cai hinh anh thué nho cta
chang, nhat cdi cdnh may ngay Tét trong
mua bui.

Nhiing ngay tét bao gio cling day ky
niém: nao nhiing budi chiéu dang dang,
chang khi &y d¢ bay tam tuoi than tho
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tréen bo Lo Giang chd luc chang mung
dén phat khoc bdi mot cai be da hién ra,
duong It 1 tién lai, va sau lang dan vao
bén nudc, mot cdi be trén cd cdi dang
thanh thanh cia me chang, nao cdi rao
ruc day long, khi chang nghe tiéng lon
bi cat tiét, tiéng chay gia mau trén cdi da,
hoac khi chang hoa mat béi cai mau dé
tung bling ctia cau doi, mau sic s cla
nhting tranh ga, lgn, Tién 1oc, Tién tai,
lai nao cai canh chgt thuc giac, gitia giao
thiia, trong mot bau khong khi ngat mui
tram va sang trung anh nén, dé tai nghe
phédo nd va chuong trong do tting hoi, cai
canh s6m mung moét Tét - chang, dau doi
mi véc dai hong théu kim tuyén, minh
mdc 4o gdm lam, c8 deo vong bac, chan
x0 hai van, theo cha dén haildc & cac san
chtia r6i di muing tudi.
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Gia chang cé phép mau, nhu cta
dtc Phat, chang sé phuc hoi tat ca cac cai
ay, dé bon thang con chang ciing dugc
song nhiing cdm gidc y hét nhiing cam
gidc chang da sdong. Nhung ma, thai theé
da thay déi: “Cong hau dé trach giai tan
cht; vin vii y quan dj tich thi!” Ngay may
ngay Tét viia roi cling da qua di, lanh 1éo
dén gan nhu v6 duyén. Va cudc song
binh thuong lai noi ti€p, khong phai véi
nhiing ngay mua phun mu mit gi6 bac
cam cam cua thoi xua, ma véi nhiing
ngay nong thiu gio lua, chdy thit dong,
nhiing ngay cé nhiing mang trdi chiéu
kim nhi, nhiing dai ndi xa mau c6 vit,
nhiing bé may xam hong, nhiing tran
gio hiu hiu lay dong cac tau chuoi 14 cau
xanh bong: Tao vat tua hd ciing ¢ y vo
thuong nhu nhan sy, d€ gieo vao long vé
nodi chay troi ctia hét thay su vat thé gian,
Khai tat nhién muén 6m ghi lay hién
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tai va gang chat gan nd & tat ca cdi gi la
khodi lac, say dam bé&i khong bén. Cung
mot lac, tri tué chang mat sat cai khuynh
hudng ay, coi no la cdi noc doc con sét
lai ctia bon d6 nho.

Khai, gan day thu ghét cdi théi hanh
lac noi trén, ca cdi anh hudng lang man
Au chau héi thé ky mudi chin, va cdi
cach gido duc gia déi né lam cho loat
trung luu thanh nién hién thoi, trong
dé co6 chang trd nén mot hang vo dung,
mo ho, su sdng dén cadu mong ¢ may rui
(Khai mim cudi chua chat khi chang nhé
tGi gidc mong bat dugc tién hom nao &
Ha Noi). C6 diéu, nhu ta da thay, chang
bi giam ham chdt ché qua trong khuén
sdo nhiing thdi quen, nhiing xuc cam
va nhiing y tudng lap thanh tu doi nao,
nén cai rap tdm phd hoai va chién dau
con mdGi mé cua chang chua manh ngay
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dugc, du rang chang cé cai nghéo n6 vo
tinh giap stic.

Khai khéong mat mot xu nhd tién
thué nha, tii ngay chang vé qué; nhung
cai nha chang duong & chinh né da doét
nat qua va chang can kiém tién stia chiia
dé méi khdi lo gi6 bao trong mua he sap
t6i. Thoc dn lai gan hét; phai xoay tién
dong gao. Chang phai lam cach nao cho
ra tién, mot khi thi€u vén? Va lai, trong
cai tinh trang mot la dn ngudi, hai la
nguoi an, Khai tim dau ra mét cong viéc
loi cho chang ma dong thoi no lai khong
1a mot diéu ac hay mot doi ltia - ké ca sy
viét vOi cac ti€u thuyét d€ ban cho cac
nha xuat ban!

Khai thd dai: “Tién! Doi bay gio,
dong tién da gan la cdi thién tinh thu hai
clia con ngudi. Va kiém tién la mot viéc
cd khi can hon chinh ngay su song niia!
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Hay tién trudc da. K€ chi cai cach lam
ndy ra tién..."

Khai cho thang nguoi thuc giong nhu
anh tho tac tugng kia, vi ti€éc mdt hon
da nén mdi gia cong déo nod thanh ong
Thién Loi, r6i lai vi hodng sg trudc céi vé
hung tgn cua Thién L6i ma anh ta chap
tay 1& thi thup. Vang va bac chidng qua
nhu d4 va dat. Khon ndi, thang ngudi da
hién n6 cai thé lyc van ning, nén thang
nguoi, rot cudc, phai thd phung va lam
toi moi cho no. Nhung ma, biét dai thi
cling da dai roi. Chi con moét viéc la phai
dao béi bat ky & dau cho ra tién ngay ttic
khac. Néu khong thé, Khai va gia dinh
chang sé thi€u miéng dn noi 6. Dao béi
dau bay gis?

Khai lung tung nhu con manh thu
sa vao luédi, né cang gidy giua, cdi ludi
cang x0 day lai. Sau cung, chang dam
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ludn quén, va lai uéng rugu, lai tim dén
cac noi hdi hop dé nghe ngudi ta bsi xau
nhau, theo cdi tat chung ctia hét thay né
1a két qua ctia mot nén gido duc dao dtic
bo vo: vé thuc té, ai cling duy vat dén tuc
tan, va cdn tré ntia; nhung vé ly thuyét,
ai cling té ra doc c6 minh la chi u chi
thién! Chang nhiing rugu, chdng nhiing
lam tai nghe béi xau, Khai con hat thuoc
phién ntia, y dinh dé€ khuay khoa ma
thuc thi dé cam thdy nao nlung rang, &
chang, tat ca van ct la mau thuan, la bat
budc phai mau thuan! Thuong thi chang
doc. Khai doc bat cti quyén sach nao lot
dén tay chang, doc miét mai, doc nhu ké
sap chét duoi c6 vo 1dy mdt vat ndi. Cudc
song cta chang, thé la ct lién mién tu
doc sach dén ngu, ti ngt dén ndi phiém,
ti ndi phi€m dén rugu, dén thudc phién.
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Ciling nhiéu khi, chang ty an Gi rang
chang song vay 1a dé dgi chs. Nhung,
lién ngay ddy, chang lai hai hing b&i mot
y nghi khdc: bao nhiéu ké; da chi vi cho
doi nhu chang ma mai téc hoa ram luc
nao khong kip biét!

Nao nhiing ai,

Bdy budc than nam ti,

Ngang doc chi tang bong?

Dudng mdy chua bong canh hong,
Tiéu ma tué nguyét ngai ngung tu mi!

May van tho ctia Tan ba chgt vang
lén trong tu tudng chang, nhu mdt hoi
1énh ddm ma. Khai lai nhé ra rang chang
da ba muoi nhim tudi: « Ta séng chang
nhé chi dé gia roi chét! » Va, tui cai chét cé
thé xay dén cho chinh minh chang, Khai
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nghi dén cdi chét cua Vi Trong Phung,
va dén mot cau ban chang da than tho
vGi chang...

Nguyén mot hom, chiing vai thang
trude khi Phung chét, Khai da ra Phung
vao mot hiéu com tay, phé Duong Thanh.
Do6i ban viia an udng viia than mat trao
doi nhiing y tudng riéng vé thoi thé, véxa
hoi, va tat nhién vé cai canh ng6 ctia van
si Viét Nam. Bong, Phung hat ham cho
Khai chu y dén mot thanh nién viia ngoi
xuong bén mot ban gan day, mot thanh
nién c6 bd mat xam nhu tro va mot cap
moi tya ho cai vét sau quang duong lién
dau.

— Thang ay — Phung déap cai nhin do
hoi ctia Khai — & cing pho véi tao. B6 n6
trugc lam nghé cho vay lai... giau lam!
Tén no goi la thang Dudng. N6 hién la
cht mot céi gia tai 16n cd vai ba muoi
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van, nhiéu dén noéi n6 khong biét dung
cta lam gi nlia, ngoai cai viéc trd tha ctia,
va ném tién vao cac tro c6 dau dé mua
lay bénh tiém lal... Thoi ky thi hai réi co
day!... Phung cudi mii: «Nhiing thang
nhu bon minh thi lai chang bao gi¢ thiia
ra dugc du la mot dong trinh nho! Vo
ly, chung quanh chung minh, thuc nhiéu
cai vo lyl... va cho déu niia la khac...».

Hai ngudi im lang moét luc lau. Khai
ai ngai nhin cdi dung nhan gay xop va
xanh xao ctia ban chang, cdi dung nhan
1o rang la da bi phu dudi bong Tt than.
Sau, Phung didn manh c6c nudc loc
xuong mat ban va két luan:

— Khong phdi tao tham &n dau,
nhung gid, moi ngay tao dugc mot biia
nhu thé nay — mot bia thoi, may nghe
chua! Tao da chdng dén ndi mac phai cai
bénh lao ac hai!
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... Khdi cam thdy tran ngip ca tam
hon chang mot sy ra roi ky la, mot su
can thiét vu vo, va mot tlic gian ndng né
bdi bat luc...

Kim & ngoai chg vé, nhin vé madt
chong mdt cach to mo va hoi:

— Gi thé, minh?

Chang thd dai:

— Nghi dén sinh ké ma lo qua!

— Lo cht lai khong lo!

Nang ngdi xudng cai ghé doi dién
v6i Khai:

— Chinh t6i cting da do hoi khap noi,
da suy tinh dt moi cach, nhung... that
vong!

Hai v¢ chong nhin nhau; Kim noéi
tiép:
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— Chét cdi, minh khong c6 von kial!
Gia c6 dam ba tram thi bu6n ban si sdng,
chdng gi ciing du chi cdc mén 1t vt hing
ngay vay.

— Minh xem théc an con dugc bao
lau nia?

— Con gil... chi do cudi thang sau la
hét nhan. Gao, do nay lai cti mdi ngay
mot gia: hom kia, chi gido Nhuan viia
dong dong chin, vdy ma sdng nay da hai
dong hai mot yén! Dau tay sau hao mot
lit. Vai demi fil trudc c6 bon hao rudi,
nam hao, gid hon mdt dong mot thudéc.

Khai dam liéu:
— Ct viéc cao ntia lén!... Roi thi tat ca

déu nhin, va & tran, tht xem no ra lam
sao...
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— Chi n6i khodc!... Sdng ngay ra, méi
chim nau com mot ti, cd nam bd con da
lam vang nha lén...

Thang cu Ti, chliing mai lac &y mdi
nghe ro tiéng me, lon ton ti he sau chay
ra:

— Mgl... - N6 nga dau vao long Kim,
nling niu — Mg cho con mot tri...inh...

— Trinh dau lai cu trinh sudt ngay
thé! Kim vo cy song au yém vudt mai toc
con: May viia an khoai lang roi thoi? Cac
anh may di hoc ca ngay thi chung n6 an

gil...

Khai nhin vg, nhin con va thay minh
nhu & vao cai ngd cut. Bong, Kim goi
chang:

— Nay, minh nay!
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- Gi?

— Khong biét 6ng da no6i minh nghe
chua: y 6ng dinh ban cai khu dat Linh
Son cho 6ng phan Thudc day...

— Nghe r6i; ban quach di chti d€ lam
cai ng gi!

— Nhung cu lai bao sé b6t dng Ca Tu
may miéng dat...

— That a?

- Vang.

— Dat nao nhi?

— Nghe dau cai go con, gan ngay cho
ong Ca Tu duong & bay gio. San ca nha
clia vuon cay tu té...

Kim cui xuong va, thuan tay, khé

phat vao mdng thing con ut: Diép, c6 dé
m¢ ndi chuyén véi cau khong!
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Diép lang nhang:
— Cho con md...0t trinh!

Kim danh phai dui cho mdt dong
Khai Pinh. Diép, dac thang chay tét ra
he trudc. Kim noi cau chuyén:

~ Ong bdo ldy ché 4y lam hoa mau
va nuoi suc vat. Theo y t6i, nhu thé cling
hay!

— Con t6i thi xin hang!... T6i da ngay
lam cai dat Linh Son réi. Lam viéc trong
cay, phai nhiing ngudi nha qué, cti nhu
minh thi lay ai ra cudc dat?

— Hay cu nghi tht xem...

— Chéng phai nghi gi hét; khong lam
dugc la khong lam, co6 thé thoi!

— Nhung tinh 6ng van thich cai canh
dién vién 1im. Ong bdo hom nao minh
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véi t0i, hai vg chong vao xem tht xem...

Thay Kim vat nai, Khai tu nhién nay
ra mot y to mo:

- Pi thi dil...

— Minh tuéng t6i khong rd viéc trong
cay la khé hay sao? Cé diéu, buon ban da
khong buon ban dugc, ta phai xoay ké
khdc vay, cht chd nhé khoanh tay chiu
chét a! Vg chong minh da danh; nhung
con 6ng, con ca mot dan con dai... Miéng
an nui lo; san lung von con lo thay huéng
ho lai hai ban tay trang!...

Khai cudi nu:

— Ly su lam roi, khong phai tuyén
truyén mai... Hay di cham cai dém vé
cho ngudi ta hat thuoc!
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CHUGONG 5

L

y la mdt qua go, 6 bén phai con

dudong Tuyén Quang - Ha Gi-
ang, va cach vé phia Tay tinh li chiing non
hai cay so0. Gitia dinh go, mot nép nha
dung trong vé huéng Nam; mai lgp tra-
nh day, tuong dap bang dat séi mat trong
va ngoai trat tam hgp quét voi vang. Mot
cai hé giong bao lon g6, A6 moét thude
tay rong, chay quanh bén mat nha. Cac
thu cay qua trong thanh tiing hang doi
nhau doc hai bén cac 16i di trai cat.
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Khodng giiia cac cay, mot lugt che tuoi
mdi dat, cat xén theo cai phuong phap
van dung & cac noi thi nghiém néng hoc.
Mot s6 ruong kha kha, 6m lay ba phia
chan go c6 thé dung lam cho tha bo siia
va dé dugc. Qua go noi trén con 6 dung
vao gilia nga tu cac duong tu lang Yéng,
lang Dong, Y La, Linh Son, Trung Moén
va Hoang Phdp ra tinh, tién v6 cling cho
viéc buon ban.

Khai vtia dé chan lén cai 16i cat chay
thdng ti mép quan 1o t&i trudc thém
ngoi nha dat, da kéu:

— Thuc la cdi dinh co ly tudng cta
Jean Jacques Rousseau!

Kim nguyt yéu chong:

— Chang ct gidy nay lén mai?... Bo
lam!
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Gita luc ay, mot ngudi luc dién chay
ra chao dén hai vg chong. Ay la tay huéng
dan, do 6ng Ca Tu da cat dat san.

— Toi ung cdi nha nay qud! - Khai
ndi hdm hé va thanh thuc - Dap tudng
dat thé nay thi kém gi xay gach...

— Bam 0ng, ké con chac hon x4y bang
gach nhiéu, néu la tudng gach con kién.
Mudi ndm... 6ng ba cti & van chua suy
suyén!

Mot y nghi chay qua 6c¢ Khai:

— Toi nghi cac vliing qué ta, nha & cd
dap nhu thé nay c6 phai vuia kin ddo viia
hop vé sinh biét bao nhiéu khong!

- ba danh nhu vay nhung, thua 6ng
ba, ton kém lam a! Mu6n dap moét cai nha
nhu cdi nay, it ra phai mat ddm chuc bac;
ma & cho qué mua thi dling néi chi dam
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chuc voi, hay ci ddm dong thdi, nhiéu
nguoi sudt doi chan lam tay bun cling vi
tat da d€ danh ra dugc.

Vé bang long trén mat Khai mat di
cd dén tdam phan mudi. Chang tu lu,
nhin anh ndng phu: mét pho tugng bang
sanh, mdt pho tuong khéda than, néu
khong c6 cdi quan coc vai nau cti va dup
hang tram miéng...

— Cay gi day, bac?

Kim cat ngang su suy nghi cua Khai,
va anh ndéng phu vui vé cat nghia cho
nang nghe:

— Thua ba, vai Tau d4y a! BAm quy
lam!...

— Co, t0i biét! — Kim gat gu ra dang
thanh thao — T6i da &n mai, con la gi niia.
Giodng vai nay cai hot né chi viia bang
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ngon tay ut; mui no day, gion nhu sda; vi
ngot, mat va thom.

- Véng, ba day dung lam!... Con céy
nay la cay 1é, 1é chinh tong chu ching
phai la cdi thu... cdi tha...

— Mac cot!
— A vang, mac cotl...

Anh nha qué li€c nhanh Kim vdi
cai vé tuy cam on ma cdu kinh vi thay
con c6 ngudi nhé hon minh, nhat la khi
nguoi ay khong cung trong giai cap véi
anh ta, ly duong nhién phai thao vé cac
viéc trong cay va phdi nhéd tén cac giong
cay co0 hon dan thanh thi: cai thd mac
cot ving Lang Son, Cao Bdng, chat xit va
cung queo!

— Py han l1a cam sanh?
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— Chinh han day al... Kia thi 1a quyt
gidy, no 0i Tau, thu nao cling boi tti nam
ngoai, qua sai lac liu!...

Kim chgt nhé:

~ A, chdng biét c6 giéng ni6c khong?

— C6 chti a! Cho cao nhu chd nay ma
lai khong c6 giéng nudc thi ray ra to. Cai
giéng & day dep lam; thanh xép da ong
c4n than!

— Moi 6ng ba xuéng sau nha xem...

Khai va Kim theo nguoi huéng dan;
di quanh mot dau nha téi san sau, dat
nén nhan dé lam cho phoi hat. Khai tro
khoang lau ram bén phai cai san dat:

— Cho nay dung cai nén cho mot day
chuong nuoi suc vat thi tot.

Anh nong phu ndi xia:
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— Ay chinh éng Ca ciing di tinh nhu
vay!

— Day chudng cing dap tuong dat
nhu nha trén, Khai néi véi Kim dé lap
cai kho chiu do cach xung ho cua ngudsi
huéng dan: dap ba mat lung va hoi; con
mat tridc, hodc bung van lung, hodc
déng con song, hodc che phén mat cdo,
tuy theo giong nhot bén trong. Nén
chudng lang xi méang dé tién viéc quét va
rtia. Minh phai biét: cu gia thit bay gio,
viéc chan nudi rat co 1gi!

~ Y t6i chi thich trong ré nhiéu hoa,
viia dugc choi viia duge ban.

— Minh tudng trong hoa it cong phu
ldm d4y han? Nhiing doc gdnh nudc tudi
cling du khuét ro6i. Con nhu thué ngudi
lam thi 16i 1ai phong c6 dt chi cong va an
cho nguoi ta? — Khai quay lai bac nong
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phu: — Phai khong tay thao nghé!

Han hanh vi dugc mét 6ng mdc tay
héi y kién, anh lvc dién cudi moét cach
lang tung:

— Bdm, chinh phai!

— Cho nén, t6i bao ci mdt vudn cay
qua nay la du; ngoai ra, chi nuéi, nudi
cho thuc nhiéu vao! Hé luc nao trong nha
cling san hang tram ga vit, hang tram bo
cau va tho la bat can gi hét!

— Muén nudi nhiéu thé, minh da
tinh s6 ngd va thdc can dung chua? Cé
da hat an md&i ndi chuyén dugc!

— Toi da tinh roi: luc dau mdéi gay
giong, so thdc chua can dén bao nhiéu,
co thé dong tam dugc. Sang thang hai, ta
sé phat may cai doi kia d€ tra ngo...
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Thay anh nang gay gat, anh nong
phu noi:

- Duing day néng lam, xin mdi 6ng
ba vao trong nha.

— Phai day! - Kim ddp va lon ton di
trudc, tiéng nang vang trong nha rong
— O, ngin nip ddo dé minh a!

Anh luc dién nhu mot tay quang cdo
dau trén xe dién, voi khoe:

— B4m, ngan nap dung nhu nha Tay!
Lai nhiéu gi6 mat qud; sudt ngay mua
he khong phai dung dén quat! — Anh ta
bong héch miii danh tting hoi ngan. -
Ong ba c6 thdy mot mui thom né phang
phat trong gié khong?

— Mui hoa moc thi phai?

— B4m, chinh mui hoa moc. Ba tinh
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miii qud! Vuon day con c6 hoa ngau, soi,
lan tay, khong luc nao ngét mui thom...

Khai dé mdc hai ngudi néi phiém;
chang di tif gian nay qua gian khdc; udc
lugng su rong hep ctia moi gian va nhdm
cach bay bién. Xong dau ddy, chang bao
VQ:

— Minh nghe t6i xem nhé: gian dau
ddang nay, cd ctia thong xudng bép, toi
sé dung lam phong an. Ta sé dat cdi ban
dai, kém sau ghé dua, da san & nha vao
gilia gian nay. Mot cdi bup-pheé sé dit ép
lung vao chod vach kia. Toi sé chdim may
btic tranh tinh vat c6 tinh cach khai vi
dé treo lén tuong cho dep mat. Gian dau
dang kia thi lam bu6ng ngt. Gian chinh
gilia, ta sé bay bd sa long lun, ban viét va
ta sach cta toi. Su ti€p khach sé khong
ngan tré viéc doc va viét, bai trong cho
khuit néo nay, ban be sé it 1am, tru khi
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nao 1t qudi Ha Noi c6 ndy ra cdi hung
lén riing an che ct mai. Trén vach ngdn
cling treo tranh anh va thém cay ti ba va
cai ban c¢ ctia t6i nita. Thuc la dep mét
cach nha nhan...

— Thoi ma, cao hing vua viia chul!
Minh vao déy la d€ muu su s6ng, khong
phai dé dudng nhan.

Khai, ti chin tang may roi bop
xuéng dit, cdm thdy néng mait. Ching
nhiing then, chang con thay hoi han da
vé vOi ra mot canh doi it nhat cling goi
¥ so sanh va sy thém thuong cho ngudi
ndng phu, mac dau cai 16i ctia chang chi
la do khuynh huéng mdy méc ua nhan,
ma chang chua tu g& ra dugc. «Kim néi
phdi: thon qué ching la noi 4n dat, cling
chang 1a mot vi thudc hay d6i véi su quay
cudng cua doi thanh thi. Trai lai, n6 méi
1a trung diém cta su song, nghia la cta
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cai vui, cai kho, cai nhoc nhan».

Khai li€c trong ngudi luc dién.
Chinh anh ta, viia rdi, chang da khién
chang phai xuc dong va suy nghi lan
man vé cai ngheo xd xac ctia bon «cd cay
vai btia» ddy u? Su nghéo kho ay, cta céi
hang ngudi da xay dap nén dat nudc Viét
Nam nay bang nudc mat va mo hoi tudi
déu ra tii bon muoi thé ky, 1a mot cdi gi
dang dugc moét ké tri thic nhu chang
kinh trong, sdn s6c dén véi tat cd cam
tinh va long biét on, va tim cach lam nhe
b6t dan dan cho t6i luc khong con nia.

— Vé di, minh di! Nang to lam roi...
Khai giat minh va ddp nhu cdi may:
- U.

Kim quay lai nguoi hudéng dan:
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— Thoi, chao bac nhé?
— Khong ddm a, chao 6ng ba.
Xudng dén chan go, Kim diing budc:

— Lam mot cai nha tre & cho nay dé
ban cdc thu lat vat nhu vang, huong,
mudi, dau hoa, rugu, minh nghi sao?

— Tot 1am!

— Ai khong ¢6 tién mua, minh ban
chiu cho, r6i 14y bang thoc.

- U.

— Téi con tinh dén cai cach dat lua
non, nhu ba Ca Thanh va ba Hai Chanh
nua...

- Tuy day...

— Minh la qua! Vg ban cong viéc lam
an lai cu trd 16i giong mat... Da khong
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thém nghe thi thoi...

— Toi van nghe day chi! Minh duong
ban sy dat lua non, c6 phai khong nao?...

— Phai a!... Dat Ita non 13i lam nhé:
lac cho vay, ct ba bon dong moét tram;
lac thu vé, ban bay, tdm, c6 khi mudi
dong, va hon ntia! Bon dan qué chi khoe
tranh ngoi thu, chi khoe ki¢n cdo nhau
nén luon ludn can dén tién. Ho phai vay
cao vay cau, du lai may cling giat.

— R6 khd sd!...

— Thé da tham vao dau! Dua c6 tién
cho vay, nhu con me l4i Duc chiang han,
nd con bat chet thé nay thi cdu bao cé
ghé khong: anh nha qué nao can tién ma
xem chiing c6 thé song phang dugc, nd
cli cho vay ndm ta tinh lam mét phiéu,
viét vao van ty. Dén ky git nd chi thu
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nam ta, con mot ntia nd v4 lam on cho
chiu dén mua sau dé€ lai thanh mét phiéu
khac. Thanh tht, né chi bo von mot 1an
ma thu lgi mai mai...

— Nhu thé ma goi 1a budn ban az...

— Ciu tinh: O d6i nay, anh nao dai
thi anh ay chét! Su thuong ngudi hgp ly
phai bat dau ty minh trudc da...

Khai [4m bam:

— Phai bat dau tu minh, nghia la tu
cai toi trude da! Cudc doi chi vi cai toi
ma cd. Vi tru sinh cung mat luc véi cai
toi, va mét di cung véi cai toi luon thé.
Thuong dé ciing chi la tay sai cua cai
toi. Ké nao lgi dung cho cdi t6i sé dugc
song, ké nao ngugc lai véi cai toi phai
chét. Néu khong thé, ca cong ly niia cling
chang c6 nghia gi. H, tinh thin vi ky
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thuc la cai vo 6¢c né tu ham cudc doi cha
moi con ngudi. Chinh né lam cho kiép
nhan sinh thanh ra moét thi dia nguc, va
lam cho khong khi tré nén day tuc gian,
oan ghét, va phuc thu, dén noi con nguoi
khong biét thd bang cai gi niial...

Kim da quen thay Khai néi cic y
tuong dot ngodt hién trong 6c chang, nén
nang khong ngac nhién va chi lang nghe
dé c6 hiéu. Tiéng chang nhé qué; Kim
buc boi:

— Minh hay v§ vdn qué!... Ching
phai néi d4u xa, chinh minh van bj tc
mai ddy thoi.

- Pa danh rang thé nhung day
khong phai la mét 1€ d€ minh lai lam tic
cho ngudi khac...
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— Néu vay, chi con doc mot cach 1a
ngodi yén ma chiu chét doi, thé thoi... Cau
quén dé qua; toi thi t6i van nhé ca tling li
tting ti cai hoi & Linh Son. Con ai dé dai
va thuong nguoi bang ciu nia! Thoi thi
dtia nao cling an ngap may ngap mat ra,
dta nao cling dugc vay muogn dé roi quyt
rao. Rudng ctia minh mua béng tién hin
hoi, minh chia cho chung n6 dé ching
né cay cdy nuoi bé me vg con chung no;
thé ma r6i chung n6 tré mat nhan sit lam
cta riéng, khong thém biét minh la ai
ntial...

— Ay chi vi ngui ta ai ai ciing chi biét
cO cdi toi, va lam viéc gi cling ct loanh
quanh trong vong cau cham ngoén: mot
1a an ngudi hai la ngudi dn ma lail... Mg
va t0i, chung ta chang qua la nhiing ké
khong may phai tra ng day cho la dia,
nhu con me li Dric ay.
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— Vg thiang ly Sdm - Kim van chua
cong nhan 16i Khai - dé roi & dudng,
cau phai than hanh d& cho no, lai phai
bo tién tui ra thué xe cho me con né vé
dugc dén ctia, dén nha, vay ma ca 10 ca
6 n6 khong them noéi duge mdt cdu cam
on! Thang bd Ctiu dén phién phailam co
thd ma trong nha n6 mot hot gao khong
cd, cdu ciing goi dén cho hét thung nép
dén thung té, nhung né van chang ké vao
dau, van xui nguyén giuc bj ké khac lam
ton hai cho minh. Rot cudc, s6 tién may
nghin bac ban ngdi nha déu hét nhan!...
Thé r6i, dén luc chinh minh bi ngheo
tung, tht hoi da nhd va dda nao dugc lay
mot xu goi la c6? Hay ching con khinh
minh la khac!...

Khai lay lam phan nan rang lic nao
Kim ciing c¢6 ly mét cach hep hoi va thién
léch. Chang tré tay xuéng bén dudng:
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— Tam tri ngudi nha qué cting vi nhu
miéng dat hoang nay, bi bo liéu tu bao
lau r6i cho cac thi cd xau nd pht kin mat
ca. Ho cu cha truyén con noi luc nhuac
trong dém day ctia su dot nat, sy mé tin,
su hu 1au va cac théi quen doéi bai, dén
noi, du dugc goi la dng Chanh, 6ng Pho,
ong Huong, hay 6ng gi nia mdc long,
ho phan nhiéu chi ct la mét bon muc
dong — mdt bon muc dong cé rau, néu ta
mudn ndi ro hon, thé thoi. Ching nhiing
vay, su kho cuc lay khiém con lam cho
ho trd nén mu quang va khe khat, khong
phan biét ndi ai la ban ai la tht niia.

Khai ngting lai d€ thé dai. La vi, cang
noéi chang cang cdm thay mot cdi gi ménh
mong qua, bén bi qua, mot cdi gi da gan
nhu nghiép di, ma stic ngudi cd 1€ khong
bao gid cai quan hodc lay chuyén dugc...
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CHUONG 6

Mc}t béng ngudi thap thoang lam
cho Khai ngoc dau trong ra ctia.
Do 1a Phuong, em con chu ctia chang.

— Ong anh nam khan thé théi a?

— Kia, chul... - Khadi viia ndi viia ngoi
day - Vao day.

Chang lay tay che miéng ngap roi
noi:

— HOom nay, canh trdi budn qua!
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— Buon that! Hay la ta di chén vay?...

Khai chgt nhé 161 dan di dan lai cta
ong cu lang, v0i tu choi:

— Ddnh chén vao luc nay thi khoai
that; tiéc rang tdi, ti hom lén, trong
ngudi van chua dugc khoe han.

— Can gi; ci mac 4o di véi em mot
lac.

— D€ khi khac vay. - Khai rét mot
chén tra va ddy trudc mat Phuong - Chu
udng nudc...

— Bac d€ mac em! Hay lam mot diéu
thuoc lao da...

Khai hoi, trong khi Phuong nap
thudc vao nd diéu va cham dom:

— Thé nao, dao nay san ban c6 dugc

gi khong?
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— Em ay a? - Phuong viia nha khoi
vtia lac dau lia lia — Con lam gi... ra thdi...
gio ma di ban!

Phuong uéng mét ngum nudc:

— Béc tinh, ti tét dén nay, em ching
dém nao 1a dém khdéng mac céi nan t6
tom. Hét ba nghi Nhan goi thi lai dén
quan Phu sai linh ra mai; em cu phai lan
hon trach ma khong thodt. Nghi ciing
rdy lam kia: Minh nhat dinh ct ti choi,
nguoi ta lai cho minh 1a codc, la da; ma
choi thi ha... ao la... am! M6i ban nuéng
vai ba chuc la thudng... Ciing may, du cé
dét, em van chua dén noi phai bo vén
nha. Cd nguyén cho tién em ban nai va
h6, ban dugc dao trong nam, cling thiia
dt cho em déng gdp véi ho...

Khai bat gidc mim cudi: Chang nhé
mang mang da nghe & dau rang, tuy gap
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ai han cting khoe 4m 1 nhiing cudc san
nguy hiém ctia han, anh chang Tartarin
nay, thuc ra chi vac siing vao rting nam
bep gi & mot nha Mdn nao do, chd mot
tay tha ha ban dugc vé thi an san, thé
thoi!

— Bac khong biét chu... - Phuong c6
y mich long vi cdi cudi cua Khai - Hoi
thang Chap vua ro6i, em da lam duogc
nhiing bon nai, mot gdu va mot ho, ay la
chua ké ga véi cay voi lat vit...

Van chua thay Khai thuc tin minh,
Phuong ti€p theo, chung ra nhiéu chi
ti€t d€ lam ching:

— Céi da ho, em ban dugc tam chuc.
Con la it day, moi khi la cu goi la tram
rudi bac. BO xuong no, lao khach Cam
Hénh vat nai mai, em phét cho ba chuc.
Thit ho va thit nai dem ra chg, may ciing
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it! Nhung, méi lan ban dugc em khong
in c3; em biéu mdi nha mot it... Ay ciing
la mot cach gay cam tinh dé khi nao
minh cin dén ho. G doi, ngudi ta 1am
lac khong thé khong gia nhan gia nghia
dugc! Ma cdi tro doi, nghi that 1a khi!

— Phuong chong hai khuyu tay xuong
goi, vé mat lam ra nhu da chdn ngan va
mét moi dén cuc diém. — Nhu con me
nghi Nhan cha han; truéc kia, hdi minh
con phai thué nha cua nd, minh thu cd
chiu tién lai d6 mdt ntia ngay thoi, xem
no cé lam cho dén sui bong bong bong
tim ngay lén khong! Bay gio thi sém mai
toi moi, mot diéu 6ng phan hai di€u 6ng
ky... Phan ky cdi con ludu! Minh gid kho-
ng vé dugc may mon thau phat hon van
bac, thi c6 ma dgi day...

Khai dua da, trong khi 6c chang nghi
vé viéc khac:
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— Nghé doi van vay choc!

— Lao nghi con tan tinh dé em chung
von véilao cho xe chay con dudng Tuyén
Quang — Chiém Hdéa. Nhung dé¢ thém
vao! Cai nghé 0 t6 ca ri ay, day ngong
gi ma phai dya lung anh nao méi lam

Ao

noil...

Chang nhiing chi mot cai nghé chay
0 t0 hang, bat ct nghé nao Phuong ciing
toé ra thanh thao. Chang thanh nién nay
thuoc vao mdt hang ma ta gap nhan
nhén trong xa hdi, cai hang ngudi khong
diéu nao la khong biét. Phuong cé thé
no6i vanh vach nhiing chuyén trong quan
lai gidi, doc ca tén ho va chi ré noi duong
trong nham ctia 6ng Tuan nay hodc ong
an no; c6 thé giang mot hoi ludn may
tiéng dong ho cho mot nha budn, mot
tay doanh nghiép, mdt nha van, mot cha
ga nghe vé cac manh khde ho can phai
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hiéu thau d€ tré nén lanh nghé. Thiy ai
co nhg, Phuong san sang phung phi kho-
ng tiéc nhung cau ngot ngao an i, lai vui
vé hta giap tién dé€ khi ngudi dy cé dén
tim thi, muoi lan nhu tram 1an, «Ong ky
toi viia chay dau 4y!» Phuong rat hay [am
madt hao phdng, coi dong tién nhu rac,
nhung néu, nhd ra, chang phai moi mot
ngudi ban vao hang rugu 6ng Tu phd,
hay xudng tro héat chi Tham Hoan, chang
sé chi ly tling xu nhd, va khéo cat nghia
su bun xin 4y bang mdt cau réc mau:
«Toi gi mang tiéng quych! Thoi budi nay,
dong tién kiém ra kho lam; minh rdng
rai khong phai 161, thién ha n6 cling chui
cho!» Phuong nhat dinh ct cé ly, trong
bat ki trudng hop nao, va de sé «dap vo
mat thang nao dam ndi ngang, cho ma
xem!» Phuong doa thé€ thoi, chu ciing
chua «thdang nao» bi «vé mdt» hét. Du
sao, nhiéu anh van rgn. La bai chang c6
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mot than thé vam vd, cao 16n, mot bd
nguc «vuong goéc banh chung», mat mau
da ngdm ngam ctia nguoi luc si.

Chting nhan thay noéi vé minh nhu
vay la qua nhiéu, Phuong xoay sang Khai:

— Thé nao?... Em chua dugc hoi ky
bac: miy ndm troi 6 Ha Noi cé dé chiu
khong?

— Thuodng vay.

— Thé méi biét, con ngudi ta chung
quy ty s6 cd. Nhu bac ching han; ké vé
tai hoc, em chi dang la hoc tro cua bac.
Lai con nhiéu dda kém hon nita. Vay ma,
tat cd déu song phong luu, trong khi bac
quanh nam chiu tung ban.

— Giau ngheo thi cling dén ngay dn
hai biia, va chd khi nham mat buong tay
ca, chu gi!
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— Danh rang thé, nhung bi kém canh
thién ha, 1am lac ciing cau!

— Ddy la mot diéu chang bao gid t6i
nghi tGi. - Khai hoi ngay rang minh vtia
noi sai su thuc - Hay hodc c¢6 nghi t6i thi
cling nghi theo 16i khac kia. Nhan tién,
toi hoi chu: ngudi ta ¢4 sao cd phai dom
gio ké khac? Toi giau, sy giau cta t6i liéu
da ich lgi gi cho ai; ay la chua noi dén
nhiing tai hai ma ké khac da ¢ c6 ra chiu
dung do chinh ngay su giau ay. Va, ngheo
kiét, toi c6 bat ai chia véi toi su cuc khé
bao giG?

— Theo y em, si dom gio ctia ngudi
ta chi la moét thoi quen...

— A, néu nd chi la mot thoéi quen,
ngudi ta nén mau mau ty chtia khoi
ngay cai thoi quen ay di, vi n6 cé thé
chiia dugc. N6 khon nan lam; n6 ha gia
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ngudi ta khong bi€t chling nao! Hai nia,
né khién ngudi ta cang ngay cang heén
nhat, dén ndi sudt doi khong dam mot
phut gidy nao song cho minh, va gia doi
bang cach chi séng dya theo y muon ctia
anh hang xém.

Khai ngd minh xudng chiéu, té y
cham hét cau chuyén da bat dau gay go.
Phuong dting day:

— Théi bac nam nghi nhé? Em vao
choi trong quan Phu mot lat vay...

— Chu ndng lui téi cac noi ay la phai!

Phuong via budc xudng thém, 6ng
cu lang Xuan Hoa da tu gian bén tién
sang. Khai lai phai ngdi day.

— Nhat dinh la khong choi bdi, che
rugu gi véi thang dy. Lam nguoi, anh
phai tri si m&i dugc. N6, quén x4 la day
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chu tu t€ nhan nghia gi! Ai dom gio, ai
noéi no ndi kia dau khong biét, chinh né
dom thi cé, va chinh nd, trong ky tiéc
Mau vtia r6i, da ngdi ngay gitia dinh ma
bi tht bang cai ngti anh thi lam gi dugc,
chang qua chi ddm ba ch@ dinh mép, thé
thoil...

— Mic ké cho no6 néi xdu minh, roi
nguoi khac lai néi no.

— Néu no6 ké tinh nghia ho mac, n6
da chang lam don cho con me né kién
toi, va xui bay 6ng bac ép téi nhudng nd
ngoi tién chi...

— Thi 6ng nhudng quach cho n6 lam!
Chang qua quyén rom va da ddy chid béu
gl.

Ong cu lang trgn mat nhin Khai:

— Hu, anh thé thi ra mot thang liéu
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that! Chang trich dugc... Viia noi, 6ng
cu via dan doi ngdi xudng chiéu. Cu
ma& hop thudce lao, vé vé mot moi va dit
vao nod diéu, va cam dom cham lda... Cu
budn ra nét mat, trong khi chinh Khai
cling hét stic kho chiu. Chang tu hoi c6
sao tit ca déu nhat dinh ct phién nhiéu
chang bang cai tin mun, vo nghia, nuc
cudi nhu vay?

— Ho mac thi guom tram gido mé, —
Cu lang tiép theo, dé than van m¢ot minh
hon la d€ néi véi con - nghi dén gia dinh
mdi lai cang chdn hon com nép nat!...
Sau bay muoi tudi dau, an khong dam
an, choi khong ddm choi, 4 dao con hat
cho nao khong rd, di€u thuoc phién la
cai gi khong hay, chi can cu gay dung lo
cho con cho chau. Ay thé ma dong tho
cong cudc nao la hong; cudi cing n6 con
dam dudi cho cdi viéc ruong dat & Linh
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Son, dén ndi von liéng hét sach!... Bay
gi0, gan ké miéng 16, trong mong vao doc
c6 mdt minh anh, thi trong danh xuoi,
keén théi ngugc! Toi cing chang hiéu tai
moé ma dén ngay d6 dén hay lam sao ma
tam tinh anh lai quai g& nhu vay? Cdi gi
anh ciling coi thudng, cai gi anh ciing tya
ho nhu khong them dé y. Gan bon muoi
tudi dau rdi, anh con dinh ct bong 16ng
dén bao gio?

Trong cai giong déu déu rau ri, moi
cau ndi cua Ong cu lang la mot vién da
chat thém vao cdi vac ning de lén tam
hon Khai.

— Anh tht xem, ai nguoi ta khong lo
sinh co lap nghiép, d€ trudc la vé vang
no am cai than, sau la cho cha me, vg con
dugc nhd cay. Tién té gia, hau tri quoc.
Cai than khong tu, cdi nha khong té, van
chuong du hay may ciing 1a d€ bo Quan
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ti ngébn c6 hanh, hanh ¢6 ngodn; tiéu
nhan ban do nhi phél...

Khai cui dau, nin lang, 6ng gia tiép
theo:

— B6 con v6i nhau, t6i khong tién noi
hét 15i, va anh cling chdng ngu dai hodc
bé béng gi. Anh nén ty nghi lay. Me anh
da dau dén, tuyét vong ma chét roi; con
toi, nho TE tién, nho Troi Phat, téi con tu
tay kiém dugc miéng nudi than, u thi toi
khong ké. Nhung vg anh, con anh? Mot
dan mot 1a ddy, anh phai lo ma kiém cai
an cdi mac cho ching né. Ngoai ra, con
dong but dong gidy cho ching né hoc
hanh theo doi ngudi ta, ching nhé dé
cho chung né dét nét, sau nay lam con &,
con doi thién ha hay sao?

— Con chinh duong nat 6c bdi nhiing
cai ay! - Khai thé dai — Thuc la khé qua!
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Lam thé nao khién gia dinh va ban than
dugc no 4m, dugc sung suéng ma dong
thoi, van khong dé thiét dén ai, khong
phai doi trd, ltia ddo va tan 4c... Chang
ngung lai; long ménh moéng budn, vi
chang tu nhan thay chang viia n6i mot
diéu khong thé sao c6 dugc.

— Ngoai ra, anh con phai nghi dén
cai danh vi ctia anh, & ch6 dan lang nia.
Nha minh kém phuc dic, anh da kho-
ng thé trd nén mdt quan chic cua triéu
dinh, cing ntta, mét 6ng thong, 6ng ky,
anh it ra cing c6 mot chan nhiéu xa chi
gian, mé&i kha di coi dugc. Thang con nha
lai Thu, thang con nha boi Van, chung
né déu ong Ctiu, 6ng Bat ca rdi day...

— Con lay lam la sao ngudi Viét Nam
lai c6 thé x4u hé dugc, khi ai goi minh
bang cai tén do cha me dat cho, tu ngay
minh con bé. Va, da thé, tat cd dan 6ng
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Viét Nam sao khong cu 14y tén la Nguyén
Van Ctu, Lé Van Bat, Trinh Van Tong
That, c6 phai tién hon bi€t bao nhiéu
khong?

— Anh diing c6 gid cdi giong ti€u lam
ra véi toi! Hay tdm van nghin tu ma, khi
vé lang khong c6 ldy mot chd ngoi noi
huong 4m thi cling chang ra cdi con ché
gi. Huong ho, minh lai 1a m6 goc & dat
nay! T6 phu nha minh nao phai méi lac
gay dung dugc cdi lang Xuan Hoa. Toi
cing chi vi nghi thé nén t6i chang quén
khé nhoc ma diing ra stia sang canh
Mau... Dinh Vit d6 naét, trong tiéu diéu
quédl... - Cu thd dai — Ay thé ma thing
Phuong, khong nhiing n6 khong giap
dd t6i, n6 con van dong ngudi nay ngudi
khac, con xuc xiém thg thuyén c6 tinh
cho t6i phai that bai méi nghe. Luc bay
gi6 nd mdi tha ho mua mép! Ngay bay



IVincimainiccmats B

gi0, me n6 da huénh hoang nhiing nao:
«Viéc lam lai dinh, trt phi con t6i, ddm
chac khongailam noi. Thi may thang gia
chi cé ngoi tot udng rugu roi vudt raul».
May sao, minh long thanh Mau ciing 4m
pht mdc trg cho, cong viéc mudi phan
da nam phan tét hao roi...

— Cha chung khong ai khoc, ca dan
da khong mot ai ngd ngang téi noi tho
ty, ong hoi dau hing lay ca phan khoé
nhoc vé€ minh? Da chiang an thudng dn
phat gi, ma roi thién ha né con cao ché
ngong, thap ché lun la khéc. Véi lai, theo
y con, cai dinh né da chan ngang budc
tién tht chia ngudi Viét Nam ta tu bao
lau nay, bay gid da 1a lac dang phai d6 bd
xuong roi...

— Céc anh bay gi¢ toan mot la van
minh rém! Toi thi hoéi anh: lam ngudi,
ai khong c6 gia dinh, qué huong va quoc
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gia? Thuc may ma con co toi day, chud
mot ngay kia khi to6i dd nham mat di roi,
cu cdi ngli anh, chiung nd goi la khinh
nhu mé!

— Chung no phdi dau 1a nhiing 6ng
phu thty, c¢6 thé 1am cho con kha khinh
kha trong! Chd lang mac, chang qua hop
mat lam vui, dan hau thi minh &, dan
bac thi minh di. Pau ciing lanh tho Viét
Nam ca...

Ong gia ding phit day; sic mit
buling do; b rau dai di€m bac rung rung,
ching t6 mot con thinh né ghé gém:

~ A, thé ra may da tinh dén cdi nudc
bo lang day! Hu, thuc tao khong ngo!...
Tao khong ngd may qua la dua vo quan
vo phu!... Nhung may mudn gié tro gi,
mac. Ky tiéc nay, tao hay cu mua cho
may mot ngdi huong muc da, xem may



Mygsaiborsa | 129

c6 dam trdi tao khong nao.

Khai suyt bat cudi vé cdi danh «ong
Huong Khai» ma, roi day, ngudi ta sé
dung moi khi goi dén chang. Khai nhin
theo cha di sang gian bén va ldm bam
mot cdch tinh nghich:

— Ong Huong Khai... dng Ly Toét...
ong Xa X¢... troi, danh gid qua!

Su cudi cgt cua chang, tuy thé khong
lau. Chang lién tuéng dén dan qué cac
viing Y La, Trung Mon, va & khip trong
nudc, bon dan qué hang ngay van bi
khuynh gia bai san v6i nhiing quan cho
vay lai, chi vi ho ct coi chd ngodi chon
dinh trung, miéng phan biéu, va nhiing
cai danh hiéu hao huyén lam tat ca 1é
song cua ho. Nhiing ngudi dang thuong
ay cang it suy nghi chling nao, su giang
thuyét cho ho v& vac vé quyén lgi ctia ho
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cang nhiéu khé khan chting nay.
Khai chép miéng:

— Cu gi bon dan qué! Ngay cha ta
cling nhat dinh 6m mai 14y cai co tuc, cac
thanh kién, cac diéu sai lam va ngu xuén,
no la dau vét ctia thoi xua... Khai ngling
lai giay lau; doan chang két luan: «Thé
mdi biét, & dia hat nay, cing nhu & hét
thay moi dia hat khdc, muon lam diéu
tot dep, tat nhién phai dong cham dén,
chdng nhiing cic quyén lgi, ma nguy
hiém hon, cac tin nguéng né da suy doi
bién hoda thanh mé tin, cdi hinh thic kho
pha hoai nhait cua tu tudng loai ngudi».

Khai hoi budn, nhung chang khong
nga long: chang da dugc nang dé bdi mot
stic manh né la tinh thuong rat bong bot
trong tim chang luc ay. Chang thuong
b gia ctia chang, va do day, thuong rong
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t6i ca nhan loai can lao kia, ma sy song,
dang ly ra, phai dugc sdng sta, tuoi dep,
va sung suéng hon nhiéu. Cung mét luc,
Khai thodng trong mot cai gi duong hién
dén cho chang, moét cdi gi nhu cai bén
phén thiéng liéng trén ca cac bon phéan
cua ké si: dem cudc doi, tu ba cai chan
vac: ngu xudn, ghét ghen, tham tan, roi
sang cai nén tang mdi cua 1€ phai, cua
su cong binh va cua thién my. "Khong, 6
thé gian nay, khong cdi gi lai ménh mong
qua va bén bi qud nhu ta da lam tudng!
Va, céi khong thé chi co trong tiéng noi
cua ké von hen".
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CHUGONG 7

Vﬁa day ctia vao phong khach
nha Nhan, Khai da kéu bang
mot giong bon cot:

— Thé nay thi chiu cac anh hung
that!... Minh lai ¢t tudng 1a c6 viéc gi...

— V6 mai! - Nhan cudi, pho ra mot
ham rang mai hién, ké ri den vi khoi
thuoc - hang «rdng but chi» theo cach
goi ctia cac ban chang — Chung minh,
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tht hoi con c6 thé co viéc gi hon la céi
viéc nay niia?

Manh ngoi ddy d€ nhuong cai cho
danh du bén trai khay den cho Khai.

- Nam day... Sao chdm thé?

— Merci... a, tai luc toi ra cta, toi bi
ngay ong Thanh Ong ay xoan lay mai...

— Thanh nao?
— Thanh chu dién ay ma...

Nhan gio ngdn tro ban tay phai lén
trudc mat:

— Tao dam cudc: Thang 4y thé nao
cling chi noi vé vu kién gitia n6 véi dan
lang Yéng...

- Dung day!
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— Biét ngay ma! Thang ay thuc la mét
ngudi sinh ra chi dé€ di kién. Y nhu Les
Plaideurs ctia Moliere!

— Ma kién véi cado thi c6 an thua cai
con cho gi bao gid cho né cam! - Xuan,
dd gin xong cdi tdu, xoay minh nam
xuong chiéu, bén phai khay dén, va 1am
bdm - Ong cho ct tong ca cdi gia tai may
ngan bac ay di thi lai an may sém!...

— Cho n6 tong di la phai! - Nhan
khoanh tay 6m lay goi — Cai thi ctia bop
hau bop c6 nguoi ta, d€ lam gi!

Khai cudi:

— Hai anh hinh nhu ghét Thanh lam
thi phai?

— Nao chung tdi c6 ghét gi no; nhung
ai ma chiu dugc nhiing dua cu y tién y
cua di dn hiép ngudi ta ay!
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— Céac anh thu dich dia vi Ia né, xem
cac anh c6 lam nhu né khong?

Nhan dap:

— Anh néi cling c6 1é... Song cdi nay
la mot chuyén khac!

— Ai lai... - Xuan tiép theo bang mot
giong tuc gian — N6 lay khong ctia ngudi
ta hang tram mau rudéng ma no van chua
bang long ct nhét dinh nay toan cudp
cho nay, mai lap muu chiém cho kia! Roi
thi la gay ra kién tung, dem tién do vao
nhiing 16 ha 16 héng mdét cach khong
nhiing v6 ich ma con ngu xuén ntia. Toi
da nhiéu lan khuyén bao né rang cai thoi
gi® va cai sO tién dem di kién ay tha dung
vao su dn mdc, thi it ra cing con dugc ich
loi cho ban than no... Xuan quay dau doc
tdu vé phia Khai - A toi, di€u sdi nhit...
danh du!...
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Khai tt choi:

— Théi, modi cac anh!... Dé xin chiu
cai danh du giét ngudi ay!...

— Khéo vé€ cdi con khi! Hut di, kéo
nguoi... — Xuan trd lai cau chuyén néi dé
vé Thanh. — Minh bdo, n6 c6é thém nghe
dau!... Ct kién mai kia, dén ndi ngoi nha
tay hai tang da ban roil... Chang luém
Khai: - Giat thanh thé malai cilam bd!...

Trang tli ndy van ngdi rung dui, bong
gat gu ndi qua mot nu cuoi xadm xit:

— Néi dén Thanh, moi lai nhé dén
mot truyén c6 tich - hinh nhu ¢6 tich
Nga thi phai... Nguyén mét hom, & mot
lang kia c6 viéc phat mai cong dién...

Nhan pha dam:

— Thi cti néi co6 viéc ban rudng cong
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cho ranh, lai con vé phat mai phat miéc
16i thoi lam!

Manh cau 16ng may, gat Nhan:
- Péchondndinaol... Ginta, Trang?

— Theo tuc 1é ché &y, s6 tién chinh
phut can ldy la bao nhiéu da niém yét san,
va cac ngudi mua cu viéc chia déu nhau
ma ndp... Nhung, khong phai moi nguoi
sé dugc mot phan dat ngang v6i phan
cta cac nguoi kia dau; no sé tuy theo stic
chay cia mdi ngudi...

— Thé 1a thé nao? Manh hoi.

— Thé nay nhé: vi du anh, Khai, Nhan,
Xuan va toi, chung ta ca thady sau nguoi
mua dat, s tién ma chinh phu dinh lay
1a sau chuc, vay moi ngudi trong chung
ta phai n0p mudi dong...
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— Hiéu roi!

— Sau khi da ndp tién, chung ta bat
dau x€p thanh hang chi@ nhat ma chay
thi, anh nao dinh lay cho nao thi ct phia
ay ma chay. Cudc chay bao gid cling khéi
ti lic mdt tr&i moc va chung ta phai 1on
vé cho ding trudc khi mat troi khuét nai.
Khodng dat cta ai chay dugc bao nhiéu
la phan cta ngudi ay.

Nhén binh phdm:

— Nhu thé ké cling la thuc. La bdi,
néu trong bon mua dat, c6 mot dng cu-li
bun but, 6ng ay tat nhién chiém phan to
hon ca!

—Trong s6 cac ngudi mua dathom Ay,
c6 mot anh troc phu qua tham lam. Anh
ta cam d4u cam c6 chay mot hoi, dén luc
trong lén thi mat troi da xé. Hoang kinh,
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anh ta v0i quay trd lai, va gang stic chay
nhanh hon lugt di, béi néu mat trdi lan
roi ma anh ta chua vé t6i cho thi s tién
b6 ra sé mat sach. Anh ta mét 1am; hai 16
tai da bat dau cé tiéng kéu lung bung, hai
dau gbi da chi mudn sun xuong. Mac! S6
tién ky cudc dang tiéc bi€t bao nhiéu!
Nghi thé, anh troc pht cii mim moi chay
riét. Dich kia r6i! Chi con do tram budc
nta... 6 lén!... Nhung mot cai vap thinh
linh lam anh ta nga chui va... hét thd!
Bon phu dao mo, lic khai huyét dé€ chon
anh ta, da néi mdt cau, thay 16i ai diéu:
«Me kiép, tham cho lam vao, gi¢ chi mot
thudc dat cong cling phai chiu lay lam
dal»

— Cau chuyén hay day!...

Nhén ngat 16i Manh nhu dé tra thu:
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— K€ hay thi con chén van sy tich hay
hon thé, nhung thang ngudi van chi la
thang nguoi, nghia la né cu ghen ghét,
tham lam va ddc ac.

— Khong phai la thang ngudi khong
thé rit bé dugc cac thoi xau dy. Ta hay
lam cach nao cho cdc thdi xau ay dung
cé dip phat sinh trong long ta ntia, dé
chinh Ia cdi diéu can thiét ma ai cling
phai lam ngay tu bay gid... Kia, cac anh
hut di cha? Toi da roi.

— S¢ nghién phdng?... Thé thi moi...
hy... hy. — Trang vtia néi viia vo lay dau
doc... kéo mot hoi thdng - Nghién da
lam sao chua?

Xuan bat cudi:

— Cu bdo dién mai! Dién dn ngudi
day...
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— Khong, moi cé dién bao gio! Moi
chi hoi loan 6c mot chut... 1a béi, nhiing
quan malhonnétes® chiung n6 ct dung
ondes sonores® ma hai moi, thé thoi... -
Trang vd v 1én tran — Ay d4y, moi lai néi
nham roil...

— Néi thé ma goi la néi nham!
Khai ri tai Manh:

— Trang né dién thuc a?

- U...

— Tai sao thé?

— Toi cling khong r6... Nghe dau
thang Trung véi no, cad hai cung day &
truong Ha Giang, da vi quyén lgi ma
dam ra thu han roi hai nhau. Két cuc:
thang nay bi théi vi loan dc...

2 khong trung thuc
3 séng am
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— Con thdng kia?

— Chét boi ho lao!

Khai thé dai:

— RO thé méi thuc khon nan...

— Khoén nan that! Ma 6ng tréi ciing
gan qua! Cdac toi thu tinh: C4 nha moi
trong vao c6 mot minh moi, vdy ma né
nd hai moi, né lam cho moi dén phat ro,
dén hong ca mot dail...

Nhén vo gat:

— Thoi, no6i chuyén khacl... Hay dé
yén cdi bénh loan 6c ctia may day... -
Chang quay sang phia Khai - dung cho
nd ndi nia. Tao nghiém hé n6 noéi nhiéu
1a con mé sang cuia no lai noi 1én ngay...

Manh lam bam:
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— T6i lay lam la qua! Nhiéu lac, nhu
lac n6 ké chuyén c6 tich viia roi, thuc
khong ai ddm bao no6 dién...

— Co gi la! - Khai giang - Lam nguoi
dién sang sudt gap mudi ngudi thudng,
va trai lai. Néu anh doc cu6n sach La rai-
son chez les fous et la folie chez les gens
raisonnables®, cia mdt dng bac sinao do,
anh sé dam hodng, va phan van khong
dam chac anh c6 dién hay khong dién.

Trang bong nghiéng nghiéng cai dau,
nhu lang nghe mot tiéng bi mat nao do:

— Ah! Voila... Cac anh nghe r6 cé day
chu?

Nhan cau co:
— Lai sap gid tro day!...

— Khong, that ma lai... Chung né

4 Ly 1é & nguoi dién va su dién r6 & nhiing ngudi cd ly
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duong ho reo ngoai kia thoi!... Cac ong
no6i duong am am ca 1én, y hét pick up &
cac hiéu thuoc bac day...

— Khong c6 gi dau. - Khai bao Trang
bang mot giong di ngai — Anh nham to
roi! Anh hay tin 161 t6i, rang khong c6 gi
hét ca.

— Toi no6i doi! Rd rang chung ta
duong ndi tuc... Moi ngdi dau, ching né
cling mac 6ng téléphone & ddy; dém dén
nhiéu khi ching n6 mac ngay trén dinh
man moa, lam cho moa khong sao ngu
dugc.

Xuén viia nha khéi, do diéu sai chang
viua hat xong, viia cdu nhau:
— Thang nay khi lam! T4t ca anh em

day, chang nhé ai ciing néi d6i may hay
sao? Da bdo khong c6 gi thi lai ct khang
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khiang mai... May cang tin nhu vay, dng
cho bénh dién cua may cang nang thém
cho ma xem!

— Xuan, do nay, xem y cam cau té...

— May c6 biét tai sao khong? - Nhan
héi Khai, va cat nghia luén - Luy gia na
bét di pham; luy gia na ma dé pham ta
16p; lay vén gia na dng via phe mo; gia na
bo cu ng; gia na ba lac dong phe ro... ro!
Lay ba cong tang®!...

Moi ngudi cung bat cudi, vé céi lién
lau ctia cdp modi mong xoét hon la vé
nhting cau Nhan néi. Anh chang nay néi
tiép:

5 Cau tiéng Phap lan tiéng Viét: lui en a béte femmes, lui en a

marié femme tout neuf, lui vient “6ng via” faire maux, a beau-
Cou <« > b d) f . ' 1 . ' —

p “ng”, na pas d’argent faire « ro... ro ! lui pas content!... =
nd ¢é con vg xau, nd cudi vg mdéi hoai, né dén 6ng via lam
x4u, n6 c6 nhiéu ng, n6 khong co tién d€ hut thudce phién! N6
khong hai long!
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— Nhung chua tham! Bao gi¢ dau
goi qua tai, ngoi keo kot hang trong canh
khong dugc ti sdi sam nao, bay gid mdi
1a Iuc cho ra cac thi hon mat va cac thu
dong c6 bong caul...

Xuan tam tim:

— Chua biét chting thang nao bep
trudc thang nao!

Manh budng thong:
— Lo lai khong cti khap luot!

— SOng cdi doi ctia chung minh, -
Trang rung dui va két luan - theo y tao,
tic 1a di vao mot trong hai con dudng...

Manh héi:
— Nhiing con dudng nao?

— Mot con dudng tii nha dén trudng
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hoc, ti trudng hoc dén cong sé, roi tu
cong sd ra nghia dia; con mot dudng bat
dau tu gia dinh t6i mudn ngan cai bat
dac chi n6 x6 vao tiém hut!

— Bi dat that! - Xuan gan dai sai vao
nhi tdu roi hat -... HU, cai doi cta moi
thang trong bon ta cd thé noéi la mdt tan
kich thuong tam...

Nhan giéu:
— No say roi la lam van chuong day!

— N6i bang thuc chu lai!... Nay, thang
Trang thi hién song cing nhu chét nhé...
Thang Khai, tuy c6 doi chit théa man vé
tinh than...

Khai lac dau:
— Chua chac!
— Thi hay ct tam cho la thé!... Nhung
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lai cling cti ngheo khé sudt doi nhé.
Thang Nhan xoay du tam khoanh tu
dom, hét nghé thay co lai dén nghé go
dau tré, ma van that dién bat dao. Tao thi
hét vg chét dén cudi vg...

— Ai bdo may cudi?

— Cai thang Manh nay mu chac?
May khong thdy ba mau tao lam tinh
lam tdi tao vé€ cdi viéc cudi dau chay tang
b6 chong day u!... Sau cung dén bé tao
vé chau Phat... Thoi thi ng ci nhu chua
Chom, khong biét dén kiép nao tao mdi
g0 xong.

Nhan chém:

— Trong khi 4y thi cé thang cti quang
tién ra ctia so.

— Thé mdi chd! — Xuén ti€p - Bon
minh duy thang Manh 1a con dé thé...
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- Oi chao! Chéng qua trong dom
dém, ngoai bo dudc thé day thoi, chu
nudc me gi... Ching may xem nhé: luong
tao moéi thang nam muoi dong, bong
ngoai do ngan ay nifa, vi chi la tram bac.
Tram bac, ching may tudng to lam sao?
Tao hay tinh phat qua cai s6 chi cho ma
nghe: tién thué nha ay da mat tdm dong;
hai dong bac dién la mudi; hai dong tho
giat, bon dong nudc, gao ndm miéng an
va cii gid chg lic nay do ngét ba chuc. Ay
la chua ké thit tha, rau cd, quan ao, thuoc
men, va sy thu ti€p chung ban!... Manh
ngling ndi dé€ rit mot hoi thuoc lao, doan
chép miéng: - Chang nhiing thé, cai doi
cao gidy con nhiéu ndong no6i dang chan
khong biét chling nao! N6 bing phing
qua, no lang 1& qua! Quanh ndm suot
thang, khong mot thay doi, khong chut
mdi la; ngudi ta lam viéc nhu mot cai
may, thé thoil...
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Khai chan chudng:

— Chdang ci mot nghé cao gidy! Nghé
nao cting c6 cho dang chan va nhiing cai
khoén nan ctaa n6, mét khi su lam viéc cu
chi la mét bat dac di do céi cin dung vat
chat, va hét thay ct phai song trong cai
tinh trang né bat budc ngudi la mot con
cho séi cho ngudi.

— Khai néi dung day! Cai doi cua bat
cu ai, thi hoi c6 mdt y nghia nao khac
hon 1a hanh dong bat luong dé€ cau lgi
cho minh bing cach hai ké khac? Ay
la chua noi su hanh dong bat luong ay
thudng vi tat da c6 dugc nhiing két qua
nhu nguyén. Lam ltc chan qud, tao muén
vt bo n6 cé cong viéc day ma choi vung
mot do roi chét thi chét!...

Moi nguoi cuoi:
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— Néi nhu thang Nhan ciing dugc!
Nghién thudc phién chang qua la mot
cach chaytrén cudcsong, nhu tram nghin
cach khac. Chung may tht xem: thang
nao mua may quay cudong ma lai kho-
ng 1la dé quén su song? Thang thi vo vét
cta mo hoi nudc mat ctia ké khac, thang
thi di kién, thang thi danh bac, choi gai,
udng rugu chay theo hu danh, hodc rong
tay ra nta thi lam chinh tri, gay chién
tranh. Khong c6 gi la tam thudng, ciing
khong cé gi la quan trong rdo. Tat ca chi
la tron tranh cudc song dugc chiling nao
hay chtling ndy, dé dling phai nhin tin
mat nd, dung phai ban khoéan vi nd, thé
thoi!

Mot su im lang ndng né ti€ép theo cau
Manh néi. Va, budn rau, Khai tu hoi: véi
mot tinh trang tinh than nhu thé, con
cO thé cd mot tdi 4c nao ma thanh nién
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khong dam nhung tay vao.

Trang cat tiéng d€ pha cai buon té de
1én cudc hoi hop:

— Cdc anh tht tudng tugng cdi tran
bom do cdc phi cong Diic doi xuéng kinh
thanh Luan Don viia roi xem?... TU chap
toi dén rang dong hom sau... Troi dat!...

Xuan nhom day:

— Sudt mot dém trdi rong ra nhu thé,
chung may tht tinh xem bao nhiéu van
ngudi chét, bao nhiéu van ngudi tan tat,
bao nhiéu van ngudi phat dién vi hodng
sg? Ay 1a chua ké cac nha cifa, cic trudng
hoc, cac thu vién, cdc nha thuong bi tan
pha! Tao cho ching né cu danh nhau
mai, loai ngudi sé khong cd lich st nia,
vibao nhiéu tai liéu bi thiéu htty mat ca...
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— Bay gio sé quay trd lai cdi thoi ky
da man, va ngudi ta sé song theo cai luat
ctia cam thu: con nao manh con 4y dugc!

Trang noi 16i Manh:

— Cdi s6 vang bac hao phi vao chién
tranh c6 thé dung dé xay cho mdi lang
trén khap thé giéi mdt truong hoc, mot
nha thuong, mot nha may xa phong kem
thém mot giéng nudc nia...

— Han di chq lai! Va...

— Mu6n muu hanh phuc chung cho
ca loai nguoi, — Khai ngat 16i Nhan - ai
nay, trudc hét, phai thoi lay cai toi cua
minh lam trung tam diém cua v tru da.
Chinh cai quan niém «duy nga doc ton»
ay la nguon goc cua hét thay moi thong
khd nhan sinh. Chinh n6 bién cudc
song thanh mdt tranh dau tan khoc gitia
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nguoi véi ngudi, trong khi cudc song chi
c6 nghia la sy tranh diu gitia ngudi véi
tao vat!...

— Hung hon lam! Nhung, hay lam
diéu nay da...

Khai ra hiéu cho Xuan ct hut, chang
tiép theo:

— Khong can phai binh luan dau xa,
ct lay cai doi cad nhan clia mdi nguoi
trong bon ta ma xét thi du rd cai nguyén
tac «hay cho minh truéc da» la dang sg
biét chiing nao. Cai vi du tham thuong
nhat la cdi truéng hgp Trung Trang. Dai
séng moi ngudi, ci d6 dong ma tinh,
bat qua nam muoi tudi la cung. Thi da
mat hai muoi nhdm ndm vao su ngu. Lai
cong tit ca 6m dau, thd ta, khi gio, do
mudoi nam, v6i mudoi nam nhoc nhdn
diéu diing bdi cdi an cdi mdc. Chung quy
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con ndm ndm. Trong khodng thaéi gian
sau muoi thang dugc ung dung gitia mot
khung canh v6 cung trang 1¢, ta c6 sao
khong yéu nhau, hoa hgp véi nhau dé
cung hudng lay nhiing khodi cam do cai
Dep né dem lai cho tam hon. Ta cé sao
cti lam tinh lam tdi nhau, nghia la tan
hai nhau d€ tranh 14y nhiing cai ma, khi
nhiam mat tit hoi, chang ai c6 thé dem
xuong ma dugc?

Su cang thidng clia tAm tri lam cho
Khai run lén nhu trong mét con sot rét
nhe. La vi, tuy chang ndi véi ban, nhiing
16i trén day, déi véi chang, lai chinh la
nhiing nhat rang cudi cung dé con ngai
chui han ra ngoai cdi kén t6i tim va chat
choi.

Khai nam 14y chai nudc loc dat trén

cai ban gan ddy va udng thang mot hoi,
nhu dé dep tat ngon ltia dang biling chay
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trong nguc chang. Chang cam thay mdt
rung dong nhe va khoan khodi chay lu6t
doc theo chiéu xuong séng. O, tan bikich
trong tam hon chang, c6 1é dén day la
cham hét. Chang sé budc sang mot doan
doi méi mé, day tranh dau, day gian lao,
nhung ma sdng sua va cao quy, va xung
dang bi€t bao nhiéu v6i mot ké tri thic
da td nguyén hy sinh cho nén vin hoa,
cai thi vdn hda chan chinh béi vo cling
nhan dao.
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CHUONG 8

VQ’ chong Khai don vao & ngoi
nha mua lai ctia 6ng Ca Ta tham
thoat da dugc mot nam troi.

Thoat dau, chang chilay sy chdn nuoi
trong cdy lam cach dé di t6i mét tinh
trang vat chat dé chiu hon. Cai muc dich
dy, chang bao lau da dugc nang cao 1én
nhiéu l[am: Khai dung viéc canh nong dé
gan ghi va hiéu biét ngusi dan qué, ma
s6 dong chiém dén chin muci phan tram
s6 dan nudc Viét Nam.
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Hoéi mudi nam vé trudc, Khai, nhan
khai pha khu dat xa Linh Son, da cé dip
dung cham t6i dam binh dan. Tiéc rang
Khai da nhin ho theo mét quan diém
khac. Chang khong lam vay ntia: nong
phu thé nao chang ct thé ma nhan xét,
khong cht quan da danh nhung ciing
khong lac quan dén ty déi minh bang
nhiing 4o tudng vé tam tinh ho, hodc
dén quén lang nhiing tré luc khong sao
tranh khoi, khi ta muu toan cai thién
mot sy vat hay cai thién con ngudi.

Khai bat dau dén véi ho bang cach
ty ddt minh xuong cai trinh do tri thic
ctia ho. Cdc tin tudng, cac théi tuc, cach
lam &n, cach chiém nghiém thai tiét, ca
cac vat dung cta ho, nhu cdi cay, cdi btia,
Khai déu dé yén, khong hé ggi ra mdt van
dé cai luong nao. Thang hodc cé ai tdo mo
hoéi chang vé su chon hat gidng, sy dung



WVincimainuccimaita B

phéan hoa hoc, cac phép nuoi ga nudi tho
theo Thai — Tay, Khai chi mim cudi. Thai
dd nay dugc cac ong gia bang long lam.
Ho nhu bao chang: “Hay yéu quy cai gi
ma bon ta da tin luong hao, hay ton tho
cai gl ma bon ta da ton tho, roi thi anh sé
dugc coi la cung bon v6i chung ta, mdc
dau anh ddi mi va mdc quan 4o tay, mdc
dau anh khong noéi dung cai thu tiéng
ma ching ta duong ndéi”

Chang khong ti mot bita rugu, du la
do khao ct, su xin cudi, su ma chay, su
bdi than cau phuc. Chang lai cling thiét
dai ho luén: con lic nao ngudi ta dé than
nhau va dé ¢4i mé& tam tinh véi nhau
bang luc men rugu da nga nga! Khai cho
rang tat ca cdi tai hai déu do cho bon
thugng luu tri thic da tu xa dan chung
mot cach qua u dot ngot. Thuc té, chang
da co dip quen biét bao nhiéu nguoi tam
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tri rong rai, hoc van uyén tham, nhiing
nguoi rat cao quy va rat nhiéu kha nang
lam viéc cho cong ich, ma sy hanh dong,
rat lai, chang nén dugc két qué gi, chi
bdi ho déu la nhiing ngudi da mat goc,
nhiing ngudi ngoai qudc ndi ti€ng Viét
Nam, doéi v6i quan chung.

Da xa la nhau, da chang dong cam
dong tinh, bon tri thic du hiéu ro cac
nhu cau va cac dau khé cuia binh dan
chang niia, bat qua la do su ly ludn nhat
nhéo va lanh 1€o. Va, nhu thé chua goi la
da dugc. Phai can dén cai sinh luc ma ta
goi la trai tim, phai can dén cai nguyén
vong no khién ta chon mot trong ngan
van con dudng va nhat dinh sé khong di
chéch sang con dudng khac niia.

Tam hon ké ndng phu, hién gio, da
thoila mot bi mat cho chang. Vatam cam
tinh déi véi ho cang ting gap boi. Chang
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nhén thay rang, néu thuong dugc ngang
dau trong anh sdng, ngudi nong phu sé
to ra biét xuc dong moét cach sau xa. Cai
kha ndng tinh cam 4y, hang ngay, van
phat hién bang sy kién quyét, sy nhan
nai, sy hang hai nho dé ho du sao van cu
tha thiét su song va cu vui vé tuoi cudi
dugc. Gap nhiing co hoi 16n lao cua lich
st, kha nang kia lai chinh la long yéu dat
nuac, su can dam, sy trung thanh va su
coi thudng cai chét. Tiéc thay, nhiing dic
tinh hon nhién ay da bi cun nhut mat ca,
b&i su dot nat thé truyén, su cuc khé qua
do, su bac dai, su khinh nhoén cam chiu.
Tam tri binh dan, nhu chang da néi, qua
da la mot bai dat hoang day co xau.

Bai hoang ay can dugc stia sang ngay
tic khac va viéc nay chinh 1a cai phan sy
cua tri thiic, cua chang.
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Ké binh dan hién dau O6m vé tinh
than nhiéu qua, tuy chua dén ndi chét
ma thyc la tram trong:

Trudc hét, ay 1a sy mé tin, di tich
ctia nhiing thoi xua. Ly tri loai ngudi,
vé nhiing thoi xa xdi ay, con yéu 6t qua
bdi thiéu kinh nghiém, nén ngudi ta méi
tin rang, ngoai minh ra, con c¢6 nhiing
sic manh thiéng liéng kha di tdc hoa
tdc phuc cho minh dugc. Chang han
nhu dich ta, ddng 1é chi dugc ké la mot
bénh do thiéu vé sinh hodc do sy kham
khé thai qua, no, trai lai, da thanh ra sy
nhiéu hai ctia quan On. Ngudi ta khong
tiém thuoc dé phong, ngudi ta cd dn qua
xanh, rau sOng va uéng nudc ban, va sam
1€ vat cing don thay buia! Dan qué lac
nao cling s¢g v sg van cac ta ma tudng
tugng, khong hiéu rang ta ma chi la con
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dé ctia sy dot nat. Va, bai thé, can phai
giang ngay cho ho ro: Chi c6 ly tri cta
lodi ngudi; cai thé gidi ta ¢ day, va ca cdi
quan niém ctia ta vé vii tru nita déu do ly
tri ta gay dung, xép ddt nén ma phat sinh
ra. Ngoai su dong tac cua ly tri ay, vii tru
chi [d mot mé cac stic manh mu léoa nhu
bao tap, lut 10i, chdy rting, dong dat, doi
hoang, bui ram, ac thu, ran rét, ma ngudi
duong tim céach tri khti hodc sai khién
dé muu loi cho minh.

R6i dén sy ham hu danh. Nguoi ta, ké
ca dan qué, s6 di phai bam riét lay nhiing
cai hao huyén, ay chinh béi khong nhéan
rd cai gid tri dich thuc cta minh. Néu
binh dan hiéu cdi phdm gia va gia tri cia
ho, ho sé khong can dén hu danh nia.
Va, moét khi da biét hu danh 1a mot cai
gi nuc cudi, ho sé vut bé dugc su tranh
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ngoi thu, sy kién tung né x6 ho vao nanh
vudét ctia bon chu ng, bat nhan va dang
gian.

Cong phu mo6 hoi nude mat ctia binh
dan khong bi mat vao tay ké dau co, sé
dung dé nudi binh dan. Phu quy sinh 1é
nghia: cai bung da no ro6i, cdi than da am
roi, binh dan sé bat dau hoc quen suy
nghi dé biét rang qudc gia chinh la cai
cong chuyén ctia ho, rang cudc doi chi
thudc vé ké nao lam lung vat va, rang sy
can lao khong phai chi tao nén com 4do,
con tao nén mat cdi gi 16n lao quy bau
hon: long tin ma ngudi cé thé cé dugc 6¢
khon, & 1€ phdi, & st ménh ctia minh la
x€p ddt cudc song sao cho xting dang véi
minh, va trang hoang cho trai dit bang
cai vé dep cua 1€ cong binh va long bac
ai.
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Ngoai nhiing lac giao du than mat
v6idan qué, ngoai nhiing lic ban vé cong
viéc véi hoa mau va nuoi con gidong, Khai
dem hét thoi gid vao su doc sach, khong
phai d€ quén hién tai, d€ ltia doi nhiing
ban khodn vo van cta long chang nhu
khi trudc.

Chang chuyén chu vé lich sti: Lich st
Viét Nam, lich st thé gidi, vé xa hdi hoc,
vé kinh t€ hoc v.v... Ti€u thuyét, chang
chi tim tac phdm ctia Léon Tolstoi cua
Féodor Dostoiewski, cia Honoré de Bal-
zac. Thang nao, chang ciing bd ra mdt
mon tién glii mua sach, va quyén nao da
mua v¢ 1a chang doc suot ti dau chi cudi
mot cach kj cang.

Trong cai xa hoi goi 1a thugng luu
cua tinh nha, Khai khong dugc yéu,
madc dau van cé mdt s6 ngudi quy trong
chang. Khai nghich v6i ho, v6i quyén lgi
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ctia ho nén ho lang xa chang, ké nay cho
chang la kiéu ngao trong khi ké kia cho
chang la gan dé.

Va Kim niia, chinh nang cling nhiéu
khi buc minh v6i Khai. Nang lay lam
la thay chang lan 16c véi bon nha qué.
Nang khong thé hiéu dugc nhiing cai
vui budn ma chang nhan dugc cta cdi
nhan loai doi véi nang, thuc hoan toan
xa la. Nang khong 6 tai sao, ddy tu sang
sém va sau khi da la ca su6t budi & ngoai
ruong trén nuong, tu nha nay qua nha
khac, chang bao gid cling trd vé véi mot
vé suy nghi. Nang coi nhu la mot vo ly
cai ban khodn dén chénh mang ca an
ngu ctia chang; khi c6 mét ngudi tho cay
bong ngd lan ra trén mdt rudng vi say
nang, hodc khi mot ddm may dang chan
trdi tan mat. Lai con céi théi cti dinh mui
xuong trang sach ntia! Mot khi sy hoc
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da khong mang dén cho chong nang mot
dia vi xa hoi va nhiing vé vang, nhiing
quyén 1gi hién nhién do dia vi 4y, Khai
con ct hoc dé lam gi? Dai, c6 dem sach
ra ma ludc an tru bita dugc khong! Con
van chuong? Oi chao! Ay ching qua la
mot thu tro choi vo ich, bdi néu khong
thé, chong nang da dugc ngudi ta trong
vong, it ra cling nhu doi véi thay phan
toa Su. Nhung ma, ndi trang ra, cai né
lam cho Kim buc minh 4y, chinh la sy
nang ngd Khai hiing hd véi con, véi va.
Vé phan nang, da danh Kim noi ra khong
tién, song nang khong thé khong nhac
chong nang vé cai bon phan mot ngudi
cha dugc.

— Cau la qua! - Kim néi bang mét
giong dan doi — Ai lai quanh nam su6t
thang ciu chang s6 mo chi dén sich vé
cta ching né xem ching né hoc hanh ra
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lam sao. To6i tuéng nhiing céi hoi lo viéc
nguoi, nhiing thoi gio chay nhang nhit
hodc chui dau vao quyén sach tha d€ day
bao, kém cap cho dan con lai héa hon.
Cau khong biét chi thang nhén dao nay
hoc hanh dut qué, 6ng doc da phai kéu
ra miéng roi day!...

Khai nhin vg, va mim mot nu cudi
ranh manh.

Kim hoi dé mat, c6 vung vang dé to
1o cdi tinh nghiém trong ctia cau chuyén:

— Vg chdng hé dong noéi véi nhau cau
gila y nhu cdu gat gong néu khong thi lai
chét nha. Toi chi cdm hau tac c6 ngay di
thi xong!

— Cha, néi dai dot nao!

— That day, ai & vao dia vi t0i cling
phai tuc!
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— To6i hoi thuc nhé: mg muon tic hay
muon nghe toi ndi?

Kim nin ldng.

— Néu mo¢ ngo rang, toi bo liéu cac
con thi mg 14m to! Luu tAm lam chu! Co
diéu, to6i quan niém vé su hoc hanh va vé
sy gido duc khac han moi ngudi...

Chang nhéc cdi di€u lam mot hoi
thuoc lao; doan, vuia tha khoi chang viia
ung dung tu dap:

— Su dot nat ctia ngudi dan qué kho-
ng c6 nghia la thiéu cdi hoc. Sy dot nat
ay chinh la cdi stic song & ho bi dé nén, bi
cam do bdi cac y tudng tra nguy, cic mé
tin, cac hu vinh hgp véi théi quen ghen
ghét, tham lam, tht1 0dn no la két qua cua
cai quan niém séng: mot la an ngudi hai
1a ngudi dn, mg da hi€u chua?...
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Kim bat cudi vi cdi giong hdi c6 lam
ra Ong tuéng cua Khai.

Bay gid, Khai nap diéu thuoc lao
khdc, t6i lai quay vé cau chuyén dong
clia cac truong hoc...

— Hut di da!

— Tai sao — Chang hoi choang vang
béi khéi thudce - ta lai ct muén sai khién
ké khac bang nhiing y tudng né da sai
khién ta, ma ta da bat dau nhén théy la
sai lam? Tai sao chung ta ci nhat dinh
nhoi bang dugc vao 6c tré nhiing cai
khong phu hop, khong dinh liu chut nao
vGi cdi thyc tai quanh ta? Cdi y tudng
dong hop san chinh 1a thu vi trung nguy
hiém nhit cho nhan loai. Y tudng chinh
hiéu phai ndy ra, mon mén va luén luén
bién héda nhu cdi 14 cay chang han. Muc
dich cta sy hoc khong phai dé biét ma
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dé song. Dua tré khong phai chi cé mot
viéc lam la cap sach dén trudng dé€ nhan
1y mot mé cac diéu biét san vé cudc doi
va veé v tru. N6 phdi ty lo kinh nghiém
vé cudc doi, vé vi tru. Cach nhin ctia né
khong la cdi nhin cua ta. Khong c6 mot
cach nhin nao la doc nhat va nhit dinh
ca. Tom lai, ta chi nén day cho tré biét cu
dong, biét lam lung. Va, ngay cac cdi ay,
ta cing chi nén day chung qua loa, con
madc chung tu day lay. Ngudi 16n khong
thé biét dugc cai thong minh cta dua tré
la cdi gi. Ngudi l6n, vi vay, mdéi hay can
thiép va bat ép con tré nhan cdi cach nhin
va hiéu ctia minh. Ay thuc 14 diéu t6i ky.
Toi ludn ludn té ra nhu quén chung no,
vi t6i khong muon lic nao ciing 1a moét
am anh kho chiu cho chung né. Té6i kho-
ng mudn chung n6 thu dong nhu nhiing
cai mdy. Cugc doi khong phai la mot cai
gi dung cho nhiing cdi mdy. Cudc doi la
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gdm cac vat song hién nhién va day da.
Toi khong c6 quyén lan sang cai pham vi
song ctia chung nd, mdc dau chung no la
con toi. Mot su di truyén da ndng né cho
chung né nhiéu roi!...

Tiéng con cho lai sta bong ngat dut
cai mach giang thuyét ctia Khai. Chang
ngang dau: mot ngudi phu tram, chang
ding phat déy, xuong thém, nhin mot
phong thu va chdm chu doc nhiing chii
dé trén phong bi...

Kim hoi:
— Thu nao thé, cau?

~ A, cia mdy 6ng ban lang vin... lau
lam minh méi duogc tin cua ho!...
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CHUONG 9

Cac anh,

To6i da doc thu cta cac anh va toi da
rat cdam dong, bdi vi rang cac y tudng va
nhiing tinh ty gidi bay trong thu ay, to6i
da tliing qua ca roi.

Lau lam chung ta khong c6 dip trao
doi y kién riéng cho nhau vé€ van chuong,
chinh tri, xa hdi, téom lai la vé nhiing cai
quan thiét dén doi song ca nhan cua
chung ta va ctia cd moi ngudi. Toi, vi thé,
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sé dinh noi nhiéu véi cac anh; trong lan
tra 16i nay, noi nhi€u nhat vé cau chuyén
van chuong va nha van chung ta.

Nhung trudc hét, téi hay cdm on cac
anh: Doi vat chat cta toi, trong mot ndm
troi nay, qua c6 dé thd doi chut, mac dau
con xa lam d€ méi co thé néi duoc la da
qua khéi cai vong kho cuc.

O, su khé cuc ctia van nhan! Nguoi
ta, va ca chung ta ntia, da noi dai vé cdi
ay, hoac bang mot giong x4t thuong che
chd, hodc bang mot giong giéu cot khinh
nhon, hoac bang mot giong phan uit
kiéu cidng. Giong néi c¢6 khac nhau ma
déu ngu mot thanh kién coi su kho cuc
ctia van nhan 1a mot cdi gi gan nhu mot
nghiép di, mot co y thiéng liéng nao doé,
bdi 1€ tai hoa von la cai luy ngan doi.
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Tai hoa néu thuc la cdi luy ngan doi,
4y chang qua vi khach tai tinh van ty
coi minh la nhiing hién tugng ddc biét
va, do day, tu cho minh cdi quyén song
ra ngoai khuon kho thudng tuc, séng
nghich vdéi 1€ thoi cua phan dong. Thai
dd nay, ta chua can phan dodn la hop ly
hay vo ly. Ta hay chi nhan mét sy thyc:
N6 doi nghé si mot can dam khong phai
nhoé. Thuong thi, van nhan néu da bi cuc
kho, 4y chinh tai van nhan da hiéu nham
cai chic vu cia minh ma khong tu biét.

Thuc vay, ta da nham to vé cdi chtic
vu cua ta, cac ban than yéu a! Ta da chi
dung tai nang hoc van, va kinh nghiém
clia ta vao su t6 diém cho cai doi phu
phiém, vao v vé nhiing ké no long 4m
cat d€ chung khuay khoa nhiing phién
mudn nhoé nhen cua doi, chung ta da
cam tam ty hién lam nhiing va em cé
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that ca vat cho cdc nang tién son tré va
con gi ndal...

Thoat dau, cac cong viéc noi trén du
sao cling da cho ta it nhiéu cai lgi, ké ca
cai ao tudng rat phinh pho vé quyén luc
tinh than cua nha van. Nhung ma sy that
vong da dén mau qua trong long ta, mau
dén no6i nhiéu anh em ta dam b& ngd, va
khong thé tu cat nghia vi sao nén thé!

Con vi sao, néu chang vi cdi thoi éo
eo bat nhat cua tui nhan cu?

Song trong sy dam dat, trong su
chéan bua, ching lam gi con biét c6 nhu
yéu nhat 1a cac nhu yéu tinh than! Vin
hoéa, bédi vay, da thdoi la mot sy can dung
cho chung. Thi ca, am nhac, van hoc, my
thuat, doi véi chung, da thdi la nhiing
phuong tién gido duc, da bi coi la nhiing
cach mua vui. Cach mua vui nao ma
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ding mai thi ciing thanh v6 cong hiéu.
Ching bat dau xa nghé si, bdi bon nay
khong thé con an i ching, khong con
gay mong vang va cung cho chung dugc
nhting cdi “rung minh méi 1a”. Chung di
tim thu vui & tiém nhay, & chg phién, &
ngoai tinh, ¢ bai bac, & tiéc tuing, 6 moét, &
cac thay tién tri ma cac 161 quang cdo bip
ddi hién nhan nhan trén mat bao. Thé 1a
nhiing cudc phd dui, nhiing scéne cudp
bdc rung rgn cua man anh cd thay dan
vao cac tiéu thuyét vi dai nhu Anna Karé-
nine, Crine et chatiment, A mes mortes,
Comédie humaine va La meére; cac diéu
ken fox trot, rumba thay dan vao cac ban
dan ctia Chopin, Wagner va Bethoveen.

Trong tinh trang ay, doi song ctia van
nhan, nghé si trach nao ching gieo neo,
khén quan! Ta da mét cai dia vi chan
chinh ctia ta: nhiing tay sang tao van hoa.
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Ta khong an ui niia: ta can dugc an ui.
Cai vai an ui tui v0 cong, tui chdn bua da
trd nén mot viéc khong nhiing bac béo
ma con nguy hiém niia, bdi trong bon ta
da lac ddc c6 vai ba ngudi ndi xau chung.

Nhung nay, hinh nhu ti ndy cdc anh
néng nady mudn phan doi lam thi phai?
Loi phén doi da nham, béi da bi dung di
dung lai nhiéu lan qué (xin tha thuc rang
chinh t6i, trudc kia ciing da dung dén
nd): van chuong quy nhat & thanh thuc!
Nha van cam xuc bdi su vat thé nao nén
cd viét ra nhu thé; va nhu thé nha van da
lam tron cdi chic vu cta minh. Dong y.
Khén ndi ¢o su thanh thuc cta ké bi nd
1¢ cting nhu c6 sy thanh thuc ctia ngusi
tu do, va diéu phan biét nay la rat can.

Chung ta, vi gia dinh, vi hoc dudng,
vi ton gido, déu la nhiing no 1¢ cua cac
cach y niém su vat, cach cdm xuc va cach
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pho6 dién ctia 6ng cha chung ta. Va, ké
trong ngan van trang thai no 1¢, su no 1¢
tinh than la cai nguy hiém nhat béi kho
go.

Tai sao, song & gitia cai thdi ctia vo
tuyén dién, cia phong bi tem, ching ta,
luc lam tho, lai cu:

Nhan ldng chan trdi, ké dgi thu?

Tai sao, chuing ta hang ngay tién chan
nhau ra bén 6 t6, ga xe 1tia, ma chung ta
van cud nao nao lén dugc véi nhiing cau:

Ngoai ddu cdu, nudc trong nhu loc,
Dudng bén cdau, cé moc con non.
Dua chang, long rugi riigi buon:

Bo khon bang ngua; thity khon bdng
thuyén.
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va
Vay tay, thoéi da roi xa...

Nhé nhau nhac ngua nghe ma buon
ténh!

Cac anh tht doc nhiing van tho xuat
ban trong vong hai chuc ndm gan day
ma xem: toan sdo, ké tii sy pho dién cho
chi dé hung! Quanh di quén lai chi co:
chang, nang, vui xudn (mdc dau xuan
¢ ta la bun lay, la mua bui), budn thu
(mac dau thu Bac Ky la trong sang, la diu
dang nhat trong bon mua), oanh vang,
liéu biéc va... hét! Thuc la nghéo nan dén
tham hai! Thuc la tro dén 161!

Tai sao thé?

Tai cac y tudng thudng cé cdi ning
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luc doc dia la song sét lai sau cac diéu
kién da phat sinh ra né. Vi du: céi triét ly
chan doi ctia Phat TS, nd an sau vao tam
hon A Dong, du 6 ngay nhiing tAng 16p
binh dan khong biét chi. Chinh cdi triét
ly coi thé giGi chang qua 1a mdt bao anh
ay nd lam cho sy hoan lac ctia ta khong
bao gid dén tuc tiu; nhung, dong thoi,
no lai khién tat ca nhiing vui thu cua ta
phai dugm mdt chut buon. Do day, ta
mac théi quen ludi biéng va ngudi lanh,
bdi da tin rang thé su la vo ich, vo nghia,
vO thudng.

Cudc trdn thé, cong danh chdng thiét;
Ang phong luu, hoa nguyét da thiia.
R&i thi ta dam van vo:
Nhé minh, ra ngdn vao ngo,

Trong may ngam nudc, nay chd mai
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mong,
Mong gidp mdt, mdt khong gidp madt;
Chd tin thu, thu mat tin thu!
Thang ngay thdm thoat thoi duva!
Tudi ba muai, lai da du mot vail...

Van vo mo mdng cho dén luc tudi
gia x0ng x0c dén sau lung roi, ta méi voi
vang nhay x06 vao cuoc hanh lac dé€ hudng
thu v6t lay hién tai, vién c6: hay yéu cdi gi
chang bao gi¢ thdy dugc hai l1an! Thé 13,
nguoi ta da tro trén song mot doi vo ich,
mot doi an bao hai, va con chti doila bac
béo ma khong ngugng miéng! Ay, chinh
la céi luc nay, ching ta hay ndy ra nhiéu
y tuéng hon loan no la cai két qua cta
mot tinh trang ddy mau thuan, trong doé
con ngudi bi ngat thd, ddm ra mo mang
su pha hoai tit ca d€ dugc ty do hoan
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toan. Toi ac bat dau dugc tha long, toi ac
khong can ct 6 cac nhu cau vat chat ma
¢ su “nan song” nhiéu hon, & su to mo
cac cam gidc la. Ngudi ta, ngay trong su
an udng, nhat dinh khong lam theo cach
thudng nita. Phai rugu say chét thoi, roi
dap phd, roi néi déu, roi non, roi cudi
nhu mot 1 16 trén dong manh vun cta
bat dia, coc tach lan véi cdc mén an do
da day tra lai. Cai phong trao lap di nay
da dé ra mot 16i van chuong quai gé, ngod
nguagc, s6 sang va day hoi thé dia nguc,

Gig toi ban dén diéu phan nan thud
hai ctia cac anh: sy ghen ghét, su bégi xau,
Va su vu cdo niia, tat ca da thanh “nhiing
thu tién thong bao” trong cdi thé giéi nha
van chung ta.

Cac thoi hen mat ay khong c6 gi kho
hiéu.
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Do chi Ia do sy nhin lam st ménh
van nhan cta chung ta ma ra, nhu t6i da
noéi. Thuc vay, ti cai chd dem van chuong
lam tro gidi tri cho ké c6 tién dén cdi tam
1y phinh ninh d€ mua su tin dung cta ké
co tién, hai dang chi xa nhau mét budéc.
Va, mot khi quyén lgi da 1én tiéng, cac
thu tinh tat nhién dugc sdng xich ngay
tic khac. Nguoi ta béi xdu nhau, ngudi
ta vu cdo cho nhau, lam nhu song trong
tinh trang nay, con ngudi c6 thé trong
trang dugc. Hay kiém soat lai luong tam
roi sé ném da vao ké co toi, Jésus Christ
noi cau dy; da té ra minh la bac thi si
tham tram nhat cua loai ngudi!

Nhung nay, cac ban yéu quy cta toi!
Khong cai gi la vinh vién & doi dugc
mai! Ngay nao van nhan va ngh¢ si dugc
tra vé cai dia vi nhiing ké sdng tao vin
héa, cdi ngay 4y, chung ta du chiang ciu
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mong, cac thdi xau kia ty ching sé khong
con. Co diéu, nhu Jules Michelet da noi,
tuong lai khong phai la cai c6 san ma ta
chi viéc mong chd, ta phdi tao ra tuong
lai.

Ta phai tao ra tuong lai, chinh thé!

Bang cach nao? Bang cach phd hoai
cho bang hét nhiing anh hudng con sot
lai & ta ctia cai thé gidi cii, va tu bién déi
ta thanh nhiing ngudi méi, kha di ung
dung cho su xay dung mot tan van hoa.
Cong cudc ty phd huy va sy cach tan ay
la mot cai gi rat khé khan. Tuy nhién,
theo ngan ngt Tay phuong, chién thang
ma khong nguy hiém, thanh cong con vé
vang gi?

Nay kinh

Nguyén Khai
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