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1.

A 1au 1dm i, James Fisher ching con

y thiic noi khong gian va thoi gian
ntia. Chang song nhu mot tdi do thoi tién st
Hang dong giam nhét chang la nhiing conex,
nhting cachots. James Fisher chua biét dia nguc
vi chang chua chét. Nhung néu dia nguc giong
hét sy tudng tugng clia ton gido, cta tiéu thuyét,
ctia dién anh, dia nguc 4y tdm thudng, thiéu han
niém hiu quanh soi mon tai té xuong thit va noi
c6 don nhd giot lanh buot linh hon. Noi chon
chang dang hién hiiu, dang thoi thop, dang hon
mé khong phai dia nguc cua Diém vuong, cua
quy su phan xét va triing tri xac chét khi n6 lam
nguoi gian ac trén tran thé. Ma la c6i am u béng
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toi cia nhiing con ngudi say mé thu han va khai
thac tdn cling hinh phat ctia thtt han dé truy na tu
tudng ngudi khac va de doa no tung phut, tling
giay. Noi chon do, than phan con ngudi khong
tim ra dinh nghia va chi can mét khoanh khac
tuyét vong, con ngudi sé bi huy diét nhuc nha.

James Fisher khong hiéu tai sao chang sa
xuong cai dam doi oan nghiét nay. Phi vu dau
tién ctia chang tham bai. Phdo dai B52 chua kip
trai tham bom tan phd Ha N¢i, da bi trang Sam 6.
James Fisher, phai nhdy khoi B52. Khi dubung ra,
mat chang hoa 1én vi ltia hoa tién phong khong,
Itia dan khong chién dan nhau ngang doc day dac
bau troi. Trdi tim chang mudn ngung dap. Chang
tudng chling cdc mach mau dong bang. James
Fisher nham mat, pho thac s6 ménh cho Thugng
dé. Chang quén ca cau nguyén. Gi6 day du cua
chang xa dan vung ltia dan. James Fisher roi
trén canh dong ngoai 6 thanh pho. Chang thoat
cudc chét nhanh nhung khéi sy cudc séng mon.
Nhiing hong sing vday quanh chang, nham dau
chang, nguc chang, bat chang diing day. Ngudi
ta kéo giat tay chang v€ phia sau, troi chit. James
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Fisher bi bit mat dan di. Chang khong phai la tu
binh chién tranh. Chang la ké thu cta y thuc hé,
cai y thtic hé ma nhiing ké tréi tay chang, bit mat
chang chi la nhiing cong cu ngu dan, tdi nghiép.

Pén luc tran khong chién cham dut, bau troi
trd lai yén tinh, ngudi ta c6i miéng vai den bit
mat James Fisher ra. Tay van con bi tréi chat,
nguoi ta trién lam James Fisher trudc dam quan
ching phan nd da ding san hai bén duong. Co
nd du kich chac tay sung di sat lung James, ra
lénh cho chang cuai dau. Chang di gitia nhiing
tiéng nguyén rua va lanh hang tram vién da thu
trat vao than thé chang. James Fisher bién thanh
con qudi vat doc ac xung dang trung tri. Tro
choi gido dau cta y thic hé da khién chang s¢
hai khon cung. James dugc dua t6i mot nha tu
dudi ham ma ngudi ta bao la khach san Hilton.
Chang & khach san Hilton khong lau. Sau khi ké
khai xong ly lich, James Fisher bi dua dén mot
khach san khac. Chang khong con co hoi gan gii
nhting th nhan My ntia. James 6 mot minh. Va vi
nhat dinh khudc ti ky tén vao bén tu khai ddnh
mady san yéu cau ghi 4m, chang lai bi bit mat, tréi
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tay chuyén trai. James khong thé dinh huéng noi
noi giam nhot chang. Chang chi biét chang da bi
liéng 1én xe hoi. Va xe chay kha lau trén nhiing
doan duong gip ghénh. Chang bi chuyén trai
lién mién. Noi nao chang tam tru ciing rat bong
toi va bong t6i. Nam trong bdong t6i. Dling trong
boéng t6i. Ngbi trong bong t6i. An trong bong t6i.
Ubng trong béng t6i. Ngu trong bong t6i. Ti€u
tién, dai tién trong bong t6i. Chang mé mat nhu
chang nham mat. Tiéng ddong chang nghe r6 nhat
la tiéng phi co van vi trén bau troi. Cho dén khi
James Fisher chi con nghe tiéng dap cua tim
chang, ngudi ta bit mat chang, dat chang ra anh
sang. Ngudi ta lai ¢ mat chang. Lan nay, James
Fisher nga xiu. Bong t6i da day doa chang va anh
sang da chang thuong x6t chang. James Fisher
danh ty nguyén nham mat. Co ho ké mu loa,
chang mo udc nhin thay cu¢c doi. Chang bum
hai ban tay trudc do6i mét. Chang hi hi mit. Anh
sang lot qua ké hd ctia nhiing ngdn tay. James
quen dan anh sang. Chang cé thé mé to mat,
budng doi tay.



Mot tu binh My & Viét Nam | 11

Va cugc doi do, trong cai quan tai xi mang

cOt sat, trong nhiing quan tai xi mang cot sit,

canh ctia thop véi mot miéng nhé thong hoi. Bat

cu noi nao James Fisher dén, chang van la nguai

khach My sang nhat ctia nhiing cachots ddc biét
nhat.

James Fisher sinh nam 1946. Chang la con
trai dau long cta dan bi€éu Cong hoa Allan Fish-
er, tiéu bang Texas. T6 tién James la nhiing nguoi
thudc thé hé tién phong chinh phuc mién vién
tay Hoa Ky. Thoi tho au cua James trai dai doc
bo song Rio Grande. Chang bi anh hudng cua
huyén thoai Daniel Boone, Davy Crockett. James
yéu cudc song thién nhién, thich ban chim rting,
danh bay mudng thu. Than tugng nién thiéu ctia
chang l1a Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn. James
da thém nhiing cu¢c phiéu luu trén song Mis-
sissippi nhu Huck. Chang say dam tinh ban ruc
r6 ctia Tom va Huck. Lén hon, James thich van
chuong, triét hoc. Chang ham md nhiing nhan
vat thanh thién trong mdt déi song chan chtia
tinh ngudi ciia mot s6 nha vin Hoa Ky va Au
Chau. James ghét bao dong va ghé sg¢ t0i ac. Gia
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dinh chang theo dao Thién Chua. James ciling
ham chudng ky thuat va chang hoc co khi thay vi
hoc luét giong than phu. C6 1€, James khong ua
chinh tri. Va, cé 1é, dinh ménh da an bai.

Ndm 1969, James t6t nghiép ky su co khi
hang khong. Nam sau, bi dong vién, chang tinh
nguyén phuc vu binh chting khong quan va dugc
biét phai phuc vu trén phdo dai bay B52 cédn cu
Utapao bén Thai Lan. Phdo dai bay bi ha & phi vu
dau tién cua chang. James bi bat. Ngudi ta khong
coi chang nhu tu binh chién tranh. Ngudi ta bat
chang phai nhan t6i dc gay chién tranh. James la
nguodi linh. Chang tham dy chién tranh. Chang
khong bao gio gay ra chién tranh ca. Va chang
khong ky vao ban tu khai viét san dé nhan toi.
Chang vo t0i. Hé luy bua kin chang tu thai do
quyét liét do. Chang chap nhan hé luy. Con ngudi
c6 thé gian d6i da thd nhung khong dugc phép
gian d6i v6i chinh minh. James bi day doa. Chang
chi hiéu chang bi day doa vi khudc tii nhén t6i
ac gay chién tranh. Nhiing am muu nao khac de

doa huy diét chang, chang khong biét.
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James Fisher bi bit mat di chuyén nhiéu noi.
Lan di chuyén cudi cung lau nhét. Chang chang
r6 xe ngugc phuong Bac hay xe xudi phuong
Nam. Dén biia dn trén xe, chang tinh dudng dai.
Bay gio, James & day, trong cdi cachot ddc bi¢t cua
c0i khong tudng hay c6i hoang dudng néu chang
dugc hudng phép la hoi huong ké chuyén tu day.
Cachot ctia chang rap theo mot khuon mau. Nhu
chan ly khong thay do6i du & Lién X6 hay & Viét
Nam, du phién dich chit Anh hay chi Phédp, du
noi tiéng Ba Lan hay tiéng Ethiopie. Hinh nhu,
nhiing cachots ma James da trai dai thang ngay
hiu hat khong phai sang tao cho ngusi My. Chang
kiéng chan, d4u chang dung tran. Chang dang
tay, tay chua sodi hét da dung tudng. Chang phai
ndm co vi ndm thang, dau chang sé sit x6 phan
tiéu. James khong muon tré dau ngugc ra. Chang
so gi6 lua qua ké chéan cua. Ngay hai biia, nguéi
ta dap ctia 16n va mé miéng clia nhd to-hon-
bia—cuon-sach-bd-tui c6 chét cai bén ngoai, day
vao hai ca com, mot ca thiic an va mot ca nudce
dun s6i. Nhiing ngay dau tién, 6 khach san Hil-
ton, James dugc an banh mi, dugc an thit bo ran,
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dugc dn rau tuoi, dugc uéng ca phé, hut thudc
14. Bi nhot riéng, James phdi dn com nhu bat cu
tt nhin nao. Khdu phan ctia James kha hon song
thiéu chat dam. James cam gidc minh sa sut thé
tham ti khi uéng nudc canh rau mudng, rau cai
xanh, ct cai ndu véi tom kho thay thé sup thit ca
rot, khoai tay. James c6 nhé céi cam giac dau tién
an com tu Viét Nam. Lam sao chang nhé noi?
Cam gidc nay gobi lén cam gidc kia co ho sdng goi
1én song chép chung gitia bién ca.

James dugc phat bon chiéc ca nhya va mot
cai mudng nhya. Ngudi ta khong cho phép tu
nhén st dung d6 nhom, d6 inox, do sat vi s¢ tu
nhén cé thé dung lam phuong tién giét cai nguc,
tron trai, tu ti. Sau moi bita an, James d€ ca mot
goc cachot va chuyén ra d6i com nudc biia dn
mdi. Tiéu chuén nudc uéng cua chang khong qua
nta lit mot ngay, du muia dong hay mua ha, mua
thu hay mua xuan. Cdi x6 nhya dit phia trong
cung, James ti€u tién, dai tién vao do. Cudi tuan,
khoang ntia khuya, ngudi ta mé cachot, dan do
chang ra mot chd da quay kin bang cét, chung
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quanh hang chuc cai nguc AK lén dan san sang
ban. James tam goi, gidt quan do, rdiia x6 phan
tiéu. Nguoi ta dua bo quin 4o méi dé€ chang thay.
Ro&i chang xach x0 trd lai cachot héi ham, téi
tdm ma anh sang chi lot qua ké hé cua chan cta.
Ngay tam goi ctia James la ngay hanh phuc cua
chang. James dugc phat xap gidy-mong-di-cau
va mot diéu thudc 14 thom noi hoa. Ngudi ta cho
James hut. Chang da kéo nhiing haoi thuoc day da
va nuot hét khoi. James mo ho nghe budc chan
cua khoi thuoc khiéu vii trong phéi minh. Chang
thay khdi thuoc ngot ngao va huong thom ctia né
ky 4o lam ngat ngay hon chang. Nhiing géi thuoc
chang da dét 6 nuéc My cha tham thap gi véi
nhting di€u thuoc an hué & ti nguc. Véi so sainh
tam thuong do, James kham phd ra hanh phuc
trong bat hanh. Chang dé y va biét ro, cti bén lan
tam, nguoi ta lai cat téc chang troc l6c. Cai toong
do day téc chang, day ludn rau ria chang. James
khao khat tam va cat toc. Vi chang dudgc ra ngoai,
ngudc lén nhin troi lung linh nhiing vi sao va hit
day khong khi vao buong phdi. James tdn hudng
cai thoi gian tuyét diéu do. Chang kéo dai tliing
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phut, tling gidy. D€ thu thién nhién vao cachot
mu mit moét tuan.

Ngudi ta cting phat cho James mdt manh
chiéu va moét cai chin day. James dugc chich du
cac tha thudc nglia bénh, trii thuoc nglia doi
khat. Khi chang dau 6m, bac si chan mach va san
soc. James chua hé dau ndng, chua hé bi sot rét.
b6 la sy may man cta chang. Thoat dau, chang
con dém ngay qua hai biia an, d€m tuan qua mot
l4n tdm, dém thang qua mdt lan cat toc, d€m ndm
qua mot “dai tiéc” cé thit bo, banh mi, rau tuoi,
ca phé, thuoc 1a. Riét roi, James té liét hy vong
va chdng con y thiic néi khong gian va thoi gian
nta. Niém s¢ hai nhat cta James la sy im ldng.
Trii nhiing 14n bi khai ly lich, bi thdm van chang
dugc ndi, dugc nghe tiéng me dé ctia chang. Con
thi chi cam ldng. Cai tu dap ctia. Tiéng nodi cta
con nguoi, tiéng noi Viét Nam, chang them nghe
ra ri€t, ngudi ta cling buin xin. James da bat chap
tat ca trong niém s¢ hai duc déo tim gan minh.
Chang ho. Chang hét. Chang doc tho. Chang
hat quoc ca, tinh ca. Chang réo tén 0ng ba, cha
me, anh em, ban be, tinh nhan cho d& nhé, d&
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quén ti€éng ndi. Chang goi nudc My nhiing 15i
tha thiét, nong nan. Chang goi tling ti€u bang,
tiing thanh pho, tling song ho, tiing sa mac, tiing
bién gidi, tling riing doi, tiing vi nhan. I left my
heart in San Francisco. Tiéng chang chim vao hu
v0. Oh my darling, oh my darling, oh my darling,
Clementine! You're lost and gone forever... Nhu
thé, James hoang hét hon.

James chgt hiéu. Su s¢ hai va sy doi khat lam
khiép nhugc con ngudi. D€ lam gi? D€ James sé
xin dugc ky vao ban tu khai nhéan t6i ac chién tra-
nh. Anh Itta nhé da soi sang luong tri cia James
Fisher. Chang vut thic va thay can thi€t phai
chién diu véi ban than minh. Cudc chién dau
cam go dé ton tai, d€ xting dang lam ngudi dung
y muon ctia Thugng dé. Con ngudi cd thé bi huy
diét nhung con ngudi khong thé quy xuong trude
nhting diéu kién lam 6 nhuc con ngudi. James da
hiéu co su.

Chi can chang nhan tdi ac, chang sé dugc dai
ngo, sé dugc an banh mi bip téch, udng ca phé va
udng ca rugu nita. Khi ay, con ngudi mat vinh dy
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lam ngudi. N6 da mang t6i v6i dong loai cua né.
N6 nhan téi roi. James Fisher mang huyét thong
cua nhiing ngudi My chinh phuc mién vién tay.
T6 tién chang da dau kho, da doi khat, da bi 1ot da
dau, da bi cang thay trén mdém nui, da chiu dung
nang sa mac hoang vu, rét trién non cat thit, nhin
nodi chét thim din vao xuong tlry. Ma van can dam
tién budc. Ma van tuéi mau tién phong. Chang
khong thé phan boi tién nhan ding cam. Chang
can vuot 1én nhiing cam doé chia vét chit. James
ru ngt thé xac minh. Con ngudi chi dang ton
vinh khi n6 ché ngu ndi moi thém khat vao luc
n6 khon cuing nhat, yéu dudi nhat. James khich
1é tam hon chang. T6 tién chang da bi 16t da dau,
chang méi dang bi 10t tu tudng. V6i nhiing ké
giam nhot chang, véi cht nghia mudn danh thap
gia tri lam ngudi ctia chang, muon tha tiéu pham
cach cua chang, James can phai vo vé bao tti, can
phai quén moi tién nghi vat chat nuéc My. Chang
da quén vi chang nhé cudc chién dau tim cho
ding dudi mat troi cua to tién, chang nhé Jesus
va canh ctia hep ma Ngai muén con ngudi ma dé
tim nhin r6 chan troi ly tudng. James da tré nén
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phi thuong. Chang da chién thang chang. Chang
da khong d€ con ngudi chang bi diéu kién hoa.
Chang da diing trén hinh phat cua thu han. James
ngao nghé hon ldo ngu 6ng ciia Hemingway. B
xuong ca map chi la thanh tich cia con nguoi
ché ngu thién nhién. Su thung dung hién tai cua
James Fisher la thanh tich ctia con ngudi ché ngu
hinh phat cta thu hén, ctua cht nghia, ctia y thtic
hé, cua con ngudi trong moét thai dai lam than,
mot thoi dai con ngudi da di qud xa qué huong
tinh tu cua loai ngudi.

James Fisher, tinh c&, da ngd Thich Ca. Thich
Ca tinh nguyén dan than vao néi thong kho.
James Fisher chang may lac vao mién théng khé.
Mot ké giai thoat cho nhéan loai tram luan. Mot ké
tu giai thoat tram luan cho chinh minh va ty soi
sang minh d€ chién ddu ma ton tai. James khong
con quan tdm chuyén nho mon thudng hang.
Chang an uong d€ ton tai. Chang ngi dé mon
trén ndi c6 don. Chang thiic dé mo udc. Vay do,
James Fisher da trdi qua nhiéu cachots. Va, bay
gio, James ¢ day, § mot noi chon nhu moi noi
chon chang da 6. Khac ching la binh minh chang
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dugc nghe muon sac chim hét ca nggi ngay va
hoang hon chang dugc nghe vugn hét nhé con
bdo hiéu dém. James phdng dodn dia chi méi cua
chang: Riing gia.

Bat ngd, mot hom, ngudi ta mé ctia cachot,
dan chang 1én van phong ctia Gidm thj gitia ban
ngay.
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Nub’i con gai ngoi doi ¢ ban giay.
Nang mdc dong phuc cong an. Mai

toc dep nhu mai téc Pier Angeli. Khuén mat trai
soan. Mii doc diia. D6i mat den dnh 1én nhiing
thong minh va tinh nghich. Nué6c da trang phon
phét hong. GO ma ting do ty nhién. Moi thoa
nhe lan son. Ham rdang déu dan tuyét voi. Néu
nang mic Au phuc, nang sé giéng tai ti man anh
Hong Kong. Va ngudi ta sé bao nang la Miéu Kha
Ta, Trinh Phoi Phoi va Tran Tran cOng lai. James
Fisher tr6 mat nhin ngudi con gai Viét Nam. Lan
dau tién chang ngam gai Viét Nam. Nang khong
danh ac tya c6 du kich dan giai chang di gitia
dam dong cudng no.
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Nang mim cuoi:

— Moi anh ngdi xudng, James Fisher!

Jamer Fisher ngac nhién:

— C0 ndi tiéng Anh?

Nang dap:

— Phai. Toi con ndi ca tiéng Nga, tiéng D,
tiéng Trung Hoa va doi chut tiéng Phéap. Do la
diéu t6i hon anh, hon ngu6i My cac anh.

James da ngdi xudng ghé doéi dién nang.

— Toi da nghién ctu ho so cua anh. Lanh dao
cua toi diéu toi vé day lam viéc truc ti€p véi anh,
khong can qua trung gian thong ngon.

Nang mé& xdc—cot, 16i ra géi Winston, mai
James:

— Anh tu do hut. Nha nudc t6i tdng anh day.

Nang dua hop diém Théng Nhit cho James:
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— Vi to6i, moi su bat dau.

James Fisher boc goi Winston. Chang rut
mot di€u, quet diém moi thudc. James hit mot
hoi dai, nha khéi. Chang nhin khoéi. Nuéc My
cta chang hién ra. Long hoai huong dun cay mat.
James cam khai:

— Cam on co.

Nang lac dau rat diéu:

— Khong c¢6 gi. Tén tdi [a Chi Mai, Nguyén
Chi Mai.

James noi:

— Cam on ¢6 Chi Mai.

Nang nhun vai:

— Anh doc tén t6i chua dung.
James gat tan thuodc:

— T6i sé co doc dung.
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Ch¢ James Fisher hut gan hét di€u thudc,
nang ma& bao giay 16i ra mdt hop Coca Cola, ngé
James, ranh manh:

— Chac anh thém cai nay?

James gat dau:

- Vang.

Chang tiép:

— Toi théem mui vi qué huong toi.

Nang duc:

— Anh udng di cho b6t them.

James kéo miéng nhém trén nap hop. Tiéng
xit nhe cta stc ép tong ra. Chang than nhién
thudng thuc Coca Cola. Thudc 14 Winston, nudc
ngot Coca Cola da rat thudng trong cdi doi binh
thuong. Nhung & c6i khong tudng, moi hoi khoi,
moi ngum nudc la modi cam xuc dat dao. VéGiriéng

James Fisher, chang ngd dang hit khoi chiéu Ca-
lifornia, dang uéng nudc song Potomac.
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— Hinh nhu, anh da xa nha lau lam, phai
khong, James Fisher?

— Vang.

— Anh nhé nha cha?

— Rét nhé.

— Anh ¢6 dém ndi ngay thang nhé nhung?
— Tling phut.

— Toéi hoi con s6 ngay thang cu thé.

— To6i da khong thé d€m nén t6i da khong can
nhd.
— Chua lau lam dau. Nhung sé lau vo tan.

Lanh tu cta téi ndm nha tu dé quoc hai muoi
ndm rong ra. Anh bié€t ho vi von thé nao khong?

— Khong, co a!

— Hai muoi nam ti nhu mdt gidc ngu trua.
Chi ngudi cong san mdi khinh thudng su tu day.
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Tu ban cdc anh sg tu day mudn chét. Mot ngay tu
coi bang mot nghin nam. “Nhét nhat tai tu, thién
thu tai ngoai”

Nang bo roi chuyén tl, nhin James Fisher
khong chép mat:

— Téi c6 can xin 16i anh khong?
James Fisher ngo ngac:
— Xin 16i gi?

— V€ su nguoi ta da doi xu véi anh khac ng-
hiét.

— Nguoi ta...
— ... Nhiing ngudi canh gac anh.
Nang giai thich ngay:

— Chinh sach ctia Nha nudc toi, cta cac Nha
nudéc cong san khong té hai dau. Anh biét 6 nha
tu Sing Sing ctia nuéc My, th nhan bi d6i xt man
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rg vo cung chii? A, d6 1a chinh sach riéng cta
bon cai nguc, dau phai cia Nha nuéc Hoa Ky.

James Fisher ngay tho tan dong:
— Vang, cd noéi dung.
Nang chép miéng:

— Cling vay, & nudc toi. Bang tiéc. Tong thong
My khoéng c6 thi gio nam choi ¢ Sing Sing mot
tuan. Chu tich ctia chung t6i lo viéc nuGc chiang
kip ngt. Do d6, hién tugng thudng cu bi xuyén
tac la ban chat.

Nang lac dau, 4i ngai:

— Toi dén day, tinh trang cii cham dut. Lat
ntia, anh sé tam 6 mot can phong thodi mai hon.
Anh sé dugc boi dudng suc khoe, chd ngay vé
M.

James Fisher nin thé. Chang nudt nudc
miéng. Noi sung suéng bo ran trong cac mach
mau ctia chang. James dua hai ngdn tay cau that
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dau dui chang xem chang dang tinh hay mé. Khi
biét minh dang tinh, chang lai nghi ngd tai cta
chang. James xtic dong:

— Xin 16i co...

— Anh ¢6 16i gi dau?

— C06 lam on nhac lai cau c6 viia noi.

Nang vuot toc, cham rai:

— Anh sé dugc boi dudng stic khde, chd ngay
ve My.

James cudng quyt:

— Toi sap dugc tha?

Nang nhan manh:

— T6i noi anh sé dugc boi dudng stic khoe,

chd ngay vé My. - Ngay vé My do chinh anh chon
lua.
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James Fisher ngdy nguoi ra. Chang sap tré

vé My. Chang sap dugc k& nhiing chuyén xay ra

& c6i khong tudng ma cha me chang, em chang,

ban be chang, tinh nhan chang sé bao 1a chuyén

hoang dudng. Moi ngudi sé ngd chang mat tri,

chang dién vi chang da trdi qua nhiing thing
nam tu day dang dang.

— Anh mét chua, James?

— Chua.

— Chung ta ndi chuyén mot lat nhé!
— Vang.

Nang khé hat dau:

— Anh hut thuoc di.

James Fisher cham diéu thu6c méi.
— Anh biét anh dang & dau chua?

— Chua.
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— Cho anh dang tam & la mot trai tap trung
nhting ti nhan chinh tri, nhiing tén phan dong
chong phd cach mang.

- Toi...

— Anh khac ho. Anh biét lap. Anh riéng ré.
Anh khong thé tiép xtc véi ho. Day la trai Ly Ba
So.

James Fisher nao hiéu Ly Ba So la ai, 6 dau.
Nang thtia r6 diéu do.

— J day hay bt ctt & dau, khong ai dugc phép
xtic pham than thé anh. Ché d¢ chung toi ton
trong con ngudi. Moi hinh thtc tra tan da khong
con ton tai trong xa hoi cong san. Anh dong y
chu?

James dong y. Anh chua hé bi danh dap, tra
tan lan nao.

— Céc nudc tu ban van tiép tuc tra tdn con
nguoi. Ho bao vé nhin quyén bang cac hinh cu
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truy na dau 6c con ngudi. Anh da doc Marx, doc
Engels chua nhi?

James dap:
— Chua.
Nang tho dai:

— Dang ti€c. Vé My, anh nén doc Marx,
Engels, Lénine va Staline...

James lang thinh. Nang chuyén doan tai tinh:
— Ngudi yéu cua anh tén Susan gi nhi?

— Susan McCareen.

— Goc To Céch Lan.

— Co gidi qua.

— T6i doan mo.

Nang lai mé& xac—cot 16i ra mot phong bi day
cOm. Nang rat tim anh, ngdm nghia mot lat:
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— Co ay dep ghé!

Va dua tdm anh cho James Fisher:

— Anh c6 thé cat giti ma 6m &p.

James nhin hinh ngudi yéu. Tay anh run ray.
Nang theo rdi tling cti dong, tling bién chuyén
trén khuon mat chang.

— Cadm on co.

Nang noi:

— Cdi bdép ctia anh ngudi ta con git. Toi sé co
gang lay tra lai anh tdm anh chup chung gia dinh.

— Cam on co.

— Liéu Susan c6 ché anh vé lam dam cudi

khong?
— Téi hy vong nang chd.

— Toi khong.
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— Co biét.

— Tt binh My vé nuéc, da s6 bi vo bo roi. A,
nudc My cua anh da xay ra vo s6 chuyén. Tong
thong Richard Nixon cua anh da bi ha bé vi gian
lan chi d6 rat ban thiu. Anh 1a nan nhan khon
kho ctia Nixon.

— Toi khong nghi vay.

— Tong thong ké nghiép Nixon dugc chi dinh
la Gerald Ford.

— Con gi niia, thua c6?

— Anh sé vé va sé biét nhiéu.
— C0 biét chut gi vé ba t6i?

— Déan biéu Allan Fisher?

- Vang.

— Ba anh van hoat dong chinh tri, van chi
trich Nha nudc chung téi. - Nhung khong bao
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gio vi dan bi€u Allan Fisher chi trich hay ca ngoi
Nha nudc chung téi ma anh dugc tha dau. Toi
nhac lai: Ngay vé My do chinh anh lya chon.

Nang tung don can ndo méi:

— Ba anh cong kich thai do v6 trach nhiém
cta Lau Nam Goc va Nha Trang vi cd hai co quan
dau nao chién tranh xam lugc nay déu cong bo
anh da chét, da mat tich.

James Fisher bang hoang. Chang dép vo¢i di€u
thudc.

— Nhu vay dd, anh can vé sém. D¢ tiéng ndi
cua ba anh dong dac gitia nghi truong.

James 6m dau, nhdn nho. Anh cam giac dau
dén hon nhiing hinh phat ctia thu hdn da gidng
xuong than phan anh thang nam dang dac.

— Nguoi My da thua tran ¢ Viét Nam...

Nang tram giong:
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— Nhan dan My mudn quén ndi nhuc Viét
Nam va quén ludn cd nhiing ngudi linh My con
bi tu day & Viét Nam. Ngudi My da mat Nicara-
goa, sap mat El Salvador. Chinh phu My khong
con nhé anh ntia, khong thém nhdé anh ntia. Ho
ddy anh di xa va bo roi anh. James Fisher, nghe
toi day...

James budng tay, nguGc mit nhin thang Chi
Mai. Nang ding day:

— Hoa binh l4u r6i, anh hiéu chua?
— James, anh vé suy nghi.

Chang chao nang, theo ga cai nguc tré lai
cachot.
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e

néng Chi Mai ndi dang. James Fisher
dugc dan dén mot can phong dai
chting bon thudc, rong chling ba thudc. Tudng
va tran duc xi mang cot sat day hon hai chuc
phan. Canh ctia thép ndng bit kin. Mot ctia gid
rong cao qua dau ngudi, chan song st tron bang
co tay. Trong phong cé phuy nudc canh cau tiéu,
mot chiéc giudng cd nhan, day du mung, mén,
chiéu, gbi. Cai ban nhé ké gitia phong véi chiéc
ghé dau. James Fisher lai tré thanh ngudi khach
quy cua trai Ly Ba So. BPém chang ngt c6 ngon
dén vang hiu hat. Chang thoat nan go6i dau 1én tay
gan x0 phan tiéu. Budi sing, ngudi ta cho chang
udéng mot ly ca phé stia dac va mot di€u thuoc
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la thom. Dgi chang hut hét diéu thuoc, dap tat
rui la, ngudi ta mdéi ra khoi phong, khda chit
ctia. Nhiing biia com cta chang da c6 thit, c4,
rau tuoi. Sau moi bita, déu cd ca nudc tra va mot
diéu thuoc. Ngudi ta canh chiing ca luc chang
dn. Nguoi ta s¢ lua. James Fisher nghi, mudn
Vugt nguc, tai ba 16i lac nhu James Bond cling b
tay. Chung quanh can phong cua chang, ngay va
dém, v¢ binh tuan tra nghiém mat. Khong mot
miéng sat thép, mot manh thay tinh. Chua bao
gio James nghi chuyén vugt nguc, bdi vi, chua
bao gid ai nghi phdo dai bay B52 c6 thé bi ha &
chién truéng Viét Nam.

James Fisher khong dugc huan nhuc va huan
luyén muu sinh trong riing hoang. Chang dau
phai linh nha nghé hay linh tinh nguyén vao
nhiing s mang cam tt. T6 qudc goi, James 1én
dudng lam bon phian mét cong dan. James von
ghét t0i ac va sg t6i 16i. Chang khong thich thong
trach t6 qudc va khong mudn mang toi tron tranh
trach nhiém. James Fisher dung la ngudi My hoc
tdp chdm ngon ctia John Kennedy: “Dting hoi t6
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quoc da lam gi cho anh ma héi anh da lam gi cho
t0 quoc” Chang yéu t6 qudc, luon ludn tdm niém
t6 qudc khong phan bdi minh, chi cé minh phan
boi t6 qubc. James tham dy chién tranh vi t0
quoc can chang. Nhiing muu do gi khac, nhiing
tham vong gi khdc, trong chién tranh, trén chién
tranh, chang khong biét, khong can biét.

Tl hon moét tudn 1€, sau lan gap Chi Mai,
James dam ra vu tu vé Ngii Gidc Dai va Toa Bach
Oc. D4u chua m4y tin Chi Mai, nhung 1ong James
da hoang mang. Hoa binh ro6i u? My thua tran &
Viét Nam rdi u? Tai sao chang con 6 lai Viét Nam
chiu téi nhuc? Chinh pht My tuyén bo chang da
chét mit xac va bo roi chang? James Fisher nhtic
nhoi tan thé thit. Chang thao thic mat ngt. Tam
than chang bi dao dong manh. Chang nhé gia
dinh, nhé qué huong. Chang phan uat thua tran.
Ngudi My khong biét thua tran. Ngudi My luon
luén chién thang. James Fisher Gia nudc mat.
Chang khoc. Khong, ngusi My khong bao gic
thua tran. Lich st tranh dau cua dan toc chang
chi c6 nhiing trang ruc r& chién thang. Khong
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thé co thua trdn & Viét Nam, & mot nudc kiém
mai mdi ra trén ban do thé gidi. Nang Chi Mai
da noi ldo. Cong san da ndi ldo. Chi Mai la cong
san. Nang doi gat chang. Nang bat chang nao
nuang. Chién tranh van dang ti€p dién. Nguoi My
sé thang, phai thang. Va chang sé hoi huong vinh
quang. Chang can viing niém tin. James tham
kho nudc mat. Chang thdy c6 My cam trén ngon
doi & D6i Ma. Chang thdy linh My giai phong Au
Chau.

James Fisher chay quanh phong. Chang hat
bai The longest day, chang hat quoc ca. James
muon xua dudi y nghi hac am thua trdn khai dau
6c chang.

Nguoi ta mé ctia, dan chang 1én gap Chi Mai
dang lic chang hao hting nhét, van cai van phong
ci, hom nay, James Fisher thay cdi magnétoscope
ddt trén ban. Chi Mai khong mac dong phuc cong
an niia. Nang dién chiéc 40 so mi ngan tay mau
vang va chiéc quan tdy mau den. Doi canh tay
nén na cang nhya song ctia nang khién chang
ngin ngo. Khudén mat Chi Mai hién diu hon, déi
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mat nang say dam hon. Nang khong ngoi sau ban
gidy ma kéo ghé ngoi doi dién James Fisher phia
trudc ban.

— Anh thay dé chiu chu?
— Cam on co.

G6i thuéc Winston va hop Coca Cola da dé
san trén ban.

— Anh hut thuéc, udng nuéc di.

Chang than nhién rat thuoc va mé hop nudc
ngot.

— Trach nhiém cta t6i 1a & day. G day, anh
thodi mai hut thudc My, uéng nudc ngot My. Ra
khdi day, trach nhiém thudc ngudi khéac, anh
hiéu gitim nhé!

— T6i hiéu. Cdm on co.

— Anh van chua hiéu dau.
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— Téi hiéu.

— Anh khong thanh that.
— Toi thanh that.
Nang cu6i hom hinh:

— Nhin mat anh, t6i biét anh khong thanh
that. Nghia la, anh khong tin nhiing gi t6i da noi.

Nang khong cho James Fisher tra 16i.

— Nguoi My thuc té€ lam. D6 1a tam tinh My,
cling 1a dan tgc tinh My. Ngudi My phai s6¢ mé
thay su viéc, ngtii dugc su viéc, nhin ro su viéc
mdi tin. Phai thé khong, James?

Chang gat dau:

— Phai.

— Anh khong tin da cé hoa binh?

- Vang.
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— Anh khong tin Hiép dinh hoa binh ky két
tai Paris gitta My va Viét Nam?

— Khong.
— Anh khong tin da trao dd6i tu binh?
— Khong.

— Toi biét. Nudc My ctia anh c¢6 khi nao chiu
ky két hoa binh. Nuéc My ctia anh chi bat nguoi
ta ky két dau hang. Lich st da thay doi va Viét
Nam da day nuéc My mdt bai hoc cay dang. Anh
sé nhin r6 ndi cay dang 4y.

James Fisher khong hiéu tai sao Chi Mai c6
thé biét hét y nghi tham kin cta chang. Chang
khong biét chang ngay tho va thanh that qua.

— Toi cho anh xem hai b phim da thu sang
vidéo. Hy vong anh sé gap chi huy ctia anh, chién
htiu cua anh.

Nang lap cudn bang vidéo-cassette vao may.
Nang nhén nut. Chang xoay ghé xa mdt chut dé
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nhin thdng man anh nhé. Hang chit Dién Bién
Phu trén khong 1a tén cuén phim quay nhiing
tran khong chién trén vung tr&i Ha Noi. James
Fisher thdy tdn mat cac phan luc co Fantome, F
115 ctia khong luc My oanh kich cac dia diém
quan trong cta tha do6 Ha No¢i. Chang ciling
tan mat thay rd6 Mig 19, Mig 21 ctia Viét Cong
nghénh chién va hoéa tién phong khong Sam 3,
Sam 6 ctia Viét Cong t6i tap phdong lén dan thanh
nhiing mang ludi 1ta nhang nhit. James Fisher
thay phan luc co My bi ha nhiéu qua. Nguoi ta
khong quay Mig bi ban rung. Cuén phim dai hai
muoi phut, thuyét minh tiéng Anh. James dau
diéng nghe ngudi ta mi¢t thi quan doi My la bon
gidc xam lugc va chinh phu My la dé qudc xam
lugc, ddu nao cua chién tranh ban thiu, téi do
cua nhan loai.

Chi Mai tat may.
— Anh khé chiu ha? Chién tranh ma. Nhan

dan My dan chu va tién bo khong lién hé gi téi
cuOc chién tranh ban thiu & Viét Nam. Anh cé
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nghe nhac cua chi Joan Baez, xem phim cua chi
Jane Fonda khong?

Chang dap:
- Co.
Nang noi:

— Joan Baez da sang Ha No¢i hat cho tu binh
My nghe. Jane Fonda da nam dudi him tra 4n
nghe bom MY trai tham xudéng Ha Noi. Hai chi
la ban ctia Viét Nam. Hai chi da chong chién tra-
nh, chdng My gay chién tranh, chong tdi ac cua
chién tranh My & Viét Nam. Ngay tai nuéc My,
hang triéu ngudi My dan chu va tién bo chong
chién tranh. Tudi tré My chéng chién tranh...

Chi Mai ngung lai. Nang cam goéi thudc mai
James Fisher. Va tu tay nang quet diém cho James
moi thudc.

— To6i khong muén lam anh buén. Tai anh
thuc té. Tai anh thich nhin r6 su that. Ma su that
thi chang bao gi¢ an i dugc anh. Toi 4n han lam.
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James Fisher nha khoi thudc, buon ba:

— C06 khong c6 gi dang an han ca.
Chi Mai mim cudi hién diu:
— Cam on anh, James.

— Au Chau d3 chiéu cuén phim Dién Bién
Phu trén khong. Nhiéu hé thong truyén hinh My
da chiéu Dién Bién Phu trén khong. Ca thé gidi
ung hd Viét Nam, ting hd cudc chién dau bao vé
t0 qudc ctia Viét Nam va két tdi d€ quéc My xam
lugc. James, anh la linh nghia vu quén sy, anh
khong 1a linh chuyén nghiép, linh ddnh mudén.
Anh la nan nhan cua mot gudng mdy chién tranh
doc ac. Anh 1a cong cu cua Nha Trang va Lau
Ndm Goc. Anh diing ban tdim nhting 16i béu nhuc
quan doi My. Hay tudng tugng anh la ngudi Viét
Nam dang song hoa binh trén qué huong anh,
khong hé gay chién véi My! Thé ma My tdn dung
kha nang khong luc ctia minh ddi bom, phong
hda tién xudng nhiing thanh pho Viét Nam, sat
hai nguoi Viét Nam, khai quat m6 ma to tién
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nguoi Viét Nam, anh goi ngudi My la gi? Bat cu
mot chién tranh nao, 1€ phai luén ludn & vé phia
ké yéu, ké bao vé. James, anh dau mudn xam liang
Viét Nam, anh dau muo6n giét ngudi Viét Nam.
Anbh bj ltia gat, bi sai khién bai Nha Trang va Lau
Nam Gdc. Cudi cung, dau nao cta chién tranh
béan thiu bo roi anh. Va anh nam trong béng to6i
mo mong vinh quang!

Nang n6i mot mach. Pau 6c James Fisher
muén ntt tung. James khong hiéu Chi Mai,
khong hiéu mot ti gi vé nang. Ma nang, co ho,
nang da nam gon linh hon James, nang biét cach
dan du tinh cdm cta James, biét luc nao James
phan ng, biét lic nao James dau dén, biét ltc nao
James nhé nhung, biét luc nao James them khat,
biét luc nao James hy vong.

— Anh khong tin anh bi bo roi?
— Khong.

— Anh van thich nhin ro su that?
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— Phai.

— Du anh sé khoc, sé nguyén raa ké bo roi
anh?

James Fisher im ldng. Chi Mai rat cuén bang
cii ra. Nang lap cubn vidéo-cassette thi hai. Va
nhan nut. Cuén phim nhan dé Nhiing nguoi
khach quy cta khach san Hilton thuyét minh
bing tiéng Anh. Phim md& ra v6i nhiing canh
phi cong My bi du kich Viét Cong bat song giai
di. Canh nay, James da tham thia. Nhung chang
dugc nhin chang qua hinh anh chién htiu cta
chang, hai tay ddt lén dau, cui lom khom, dau
kho budc. Dang sau, nti du kich mdt may hung
dd, chac tay sung dan d¢ tu binh vé... khach san
Hilton, ¢ day, tu binh My mac quan 4o ti mau
bordeaux sooc ddm va khong in s6 ti sau lung.
Ngudi ta dan canh quay phim. Tu binh budn ba
ding hut thuoc, danh vo-lay, ngoi ndi chuyén.
Joan Baez xuat hién. Nang ca si phén chién 6m
dan guitare hat mot cach bat dac di. Va tu binh
nghe mot cach bat dac di, vo tay mot cach bat dac
di... James khong thay Hilton, noi chang “lam



48 | Duyén Anh

khach quy” K& do, phim chuyén doan sang cudc
hop bao quoc té. Tu binh My bi dem ra trinh dién.
MOoi chién hitu ctia anh phai ké khai tén tudi, s6
quan, cdp bac va phat biéu cam tudng... bi cam
tu. James chdm chu nhin va nghe. Chang nhin
nhting khuén madt sau ndo va nghe nhiing 16i
ué€ oai ngdm cay dang cua chién httu. Mét doan
James Fisher bat binh nhat 1a doan Dai ta Trudng
phi hanh doan B52 bat tay, ca nggi Pham Tuan,
phi cong 1ai Mig, da ha roi B52 ctia 6ng. Ong
tudng B52 ctia 6ng trung Sam 6, 6ng khong ngo
Pham Tuan ha 6ng. Ngudi thuyét minh dugc dip
vinh ton Pham Tudn va phi cong Viét Cong tuyét
ludn. Lan dau tién trong lich su khong chién,
khong luc Hoa Ky tham bai. Goliath My da cui
rap trugc David Viét Nam. Sau hét, nguoi thuyét
minh noéi vé sy sa lay cia My ¢ Viét Nam vi cudc
chién tranh 6 nhuc dan dén cudc hoa dam Paris.
DPé thi hanh hoa dam da ky két, Viét Cong tha tu
binh My. James Fisher thay canh tha tu binh My
xay ra tai phi trudng Gia Lam. Phdi doan ctia B
Quoc phong My ti€p nhén tu binh, mat may hén
hé. Nhung tu binh My u é, budc nhanh, ¢6 lanh
mat phdéng vién dién anh, truyén hinh...
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Chi Mai lai tat may.

— Nha Trang va Lau Nam Go6c da quén anh,
James a!

James Fisher béi roi:
- Co le.
Nang dung khé vao dau day than kinh James:

— Chac chan day. Danh sach trao déi tu binh
khong c6 tén anh.

Nang nhan chudng. Ga cai nguc mé ctia bude
Vao.

— James, anh v¢€ suy nghi...

Chang theo ga cai nguc trd lai phong giam,
quén chao nang.
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aames Fisher bi khting hodng tinh than.
Chang khong thiét dn ntia, du biia com
chiéu nay cé bat sup rau, miéng bip téch, khuc
banh mi va hai trdi chuéi. Chang tin r6i. Chang
tin da hét chién tranh, da hoa binh, da trao doi
tu binh. James da nhan dién mot vai chién hiu
trén phdo dai bay ctia chang trong cudc hop bdo
va trén dudng hoi huong. Tat ca tu binh My da
trg vé My, theo 161 ngudi thuyét minh cuon phim
tai liéu. Cuon phim nay da chiéu khap thé gidi,
khap Hoa Ky. Chi thi€u James. Tai sao? Chang
héi chang. Chang hoi bon buc tudng ti cam
nin. Chang hoi ctia thép vo tri. Chang hoi song
sat bat dong. Chang hoi sy hiu quanh lap trum.
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Chang hoéi Thugng dé€ vang mat. “Anh van thich
nhin rd sy that, du anh sé khoc, sé nguyén raa
ké bo roi anh.” James da r6 sy that. Chang chua
khoc, chua nguyén rua ké boé roi chang. Ké bé roi
chang? Nang Chi Mai qua quyét la bon dau nao
gay chién tranh, 1a Toa Bach Oc va Ngii Gi4c Dai.
Ngii Giac Dai va Toa Bach Oc khéng hé goi chang
lén duong chién dau. Chang khong hé biét bon
dau nao gay chién tranh, am muu va tham vong
cta chung. James sinh ra va l6n 1én 6 nuéc M.
Nudc My la t6 quoc cua chang. T6 quoc chang
nuodi dudng chang. Mdi giot mau, moi thé thit,
moi té bao trong co thé chang déu da udp nong
huong vi My. Thugng dé€ tao ra con ngudi nhung
qué huong cta no, t&6 qudc ctia nd cho nd cudc
song, cho n6 niém tin, cho n6 niém hy vong, cho
no tinh yéu, cho no sy kiéu hanh lam nguoi. Chi
khi nao con ngudi hét con la con ngudi ndé méi
choi bo t6 qudc clia nd va nguyén rua té quoc ctia
no6. Con la con ngudi, né khong dugc ca phép
trach méc td qudc, doi hoi to quoc. “Hay hoi anh
da lam gi cho t6 quoc” T6 qudc goi, James 1én
dudng. James khong thang trin, James mang toi
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vGi t6 quoc. To quoc chua trach moc James, sao
James dam trach moc t6 quoc?

Khong, James Fisher cam danh, ngay ca, té
quoc cua chang da bé roi chang. James vudt ve
James, James an Gi James. Va James nghi dén Chua
Jesus, dén khung ctia hep, dén ndi dau dong dinh
trén thap tu gid. Nhung ma, la con ngudi nho bé,
yéu dudi nhu moi con ngudi tam thudng, tam
hon James van bat 6n. Cai thung dung cta nam
thang cachots quan tai xi ming da bi nao nung.
C6 phai James da mé ctia rong di vao sa nga, hu
don? James mudn quén hai cuén phim té hai,
muodn x6a boé nhiing hinh anh méo mo da xam
nhap tam kham chang, da hanh ha niém tin ctia
chang. Cuoi cuing, James ndi v6i James: Hoa binh
chi la cham dut chién tranh. Hoéa binh khong
dong nghia v6i thua tran. James nhé chuyén
nhting ngudi linh Nhét khong biét da hét chién
tranh, khong biét thua tran, van cam sung chién
dau trong riing gia Phi Luat Tan, Ha Uy Di. C6
ké chét chang ai chon, chét gitia hiu quanh, mang
theo niém tin sé thang trin, sé hoi huong vinh
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quang. James sé 4p U niém tin 4y, sé bang long
chét trong hiu quanh, chét khong mot nam mo,
chét xting dang nhu mot ngudi linh chién khong
trach moc ai, khong nguyén rua ai.

Chang lai an ngt déu ddn. Va khi can suy
nghi, chang nghi vé nudc My, vé tiéu bang Tex-
as, vé thoi nién thi€u bén dong song Rio Grande.
Chang nghi vé gia dinh, vé can nha ém am, vé
nhting con ngudi hién lanh trong mot dsi sdng
tho mong. James van dung thd anh siang cuc
manh cua hdi tudng soi sang 16i vé qué huong
tho 4u. O d6 12 hoa dong co ndi, la mat ong tudi
d30, 12 sudi mo 6 tich. G d6 13 gi6 dan vi vu, 1a
chan chim in vét, la ky niém moc mam. O ds 1a
Susan McCareen nam tay James Fisher tung tang
chay nhay. O d6, cay doi ¢6 thy ma tay ngudsi quéa
ngan, lugng trdi vd han ma long ngudi hitu han,
ma udc nghin ndm van dm ap udc mo. James da
tim dugc noi chon nuong tya va an ndp nhiing
hé luy, nhiing mi tén tdm thudc doc rinh ban
thang vao trai tim don hiu cta chang.
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Vao luc James Fisher hét khting hoang tinh
than, nguoi ta lai md ctia phong dan chang lén
gap Chi Mai. Van cdi magnétoscope gitia ban.
Chi Mai mdc 4o so mi hong dai tay, quan xanh
dam. Nang xtic nuéc hoa thom diu. Chi Mai mim
CUuoi:

— Chao anh, James.

— Chao co.

— Anh khoe chti?

— Cdm on co, t6i binh thuodng.

— Anh c6 vé suy nghi.

— Sao ¢O biét?

— Nhin mat anh.

— C0 thich nhin mat t6i, c6 Chi Mai.
Nang vo tay:

— Hoan ho anh, anh doc tén t6i dung roi day.
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Chang noi:

— Toi can ¢6 gang thém dé hiéu dung c6 nia.
— Hay nhin thang mat toi.

Nang mdé to mat, khong chép. Roéi hoi:

— Anh thay gi?

Chang tra 16i:

— Toi hy vong c6 thanh that.

Nang nhian mat:

— Phai néi toi thanh that. Anh da hiéu anh la
ai, toi la ai. Chi s¢g anh khong thanh that, dung
so toi khong thanh that. Toéi da doi anh diéu gi
chua?

Chang dap:
— Chua, tu hai tuan nay.

— Mai mai.
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— Toi hy vong thé.

— Toi thanh that, anh suy nghi, anh budn. Té6i
gian ddi, anh lo ngai, anh buon. Thé nao, anh van
thich su that chu?

Nang xoa tay:

— Xin 16i anh nhé! Anh hut thuéc va udéng
nuac.

Chang ngédp ngling:
— Cam on co.

Ch¢ James Fisher dot thudc va mé hop nude
ngot xong, nang noi:

— Toi vo tinh qua. Lat nta, & day vé phong,
ngudi ta sé cat tdc, cao rau cho anh dang hoang.
Anh sé dugc soi guong ngdm nghia dung nhan
anh.

James khé gat dau:
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— Cam on coO.

Nang vao than bai ludn v6i phan nhap dé
lung khéi.

— Anh da tin by mdy chién tranh My bo roi
anh chua?
— T6 quoc t6i khong bo roi toi.

— Toi ¢6 ndi td qudc anh bod roi anh dau! To
qudc ctia toi, t6 quoc cua anh rat thiéng liéng doi
v6i toi, doi véi anh. Ta khong nén dé cap chuyén
to quoc & day. Dong y, James?

- Dbongy.

— Néu anh khong thich tin b may chién tra-
nh My bo roi anh, ching ta bé roi luén van dé
nay.

— Vang.

— Toi ton trong niém tin cia ngudi khac.
James a, anh hay tin nhiing ké da bi ca loai nguoi
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tién bd két an va khinh bi; nhiing ké ma ngay ca
tu binh My, linh My tham dy chién tranh ban
thiu & Viét Nam cting két an va khinh bi; ngay
ca du luan nhan dan My dan cha, bdo chi My va
quoc hoi My ciing két an va khinh bi.

— Toi khong két 4n ai, khinh bi ai khi t6i chua
biét t0i 16i chinh xdc ctia ngudi ta.

— Anh chua biét bon dau nao chién tranh
Hoa Ky da lam mat mat dan toc My, da lam 6 ué
lich sti My, da 1am té tai t6 qudc cua anh a?

— Chua.

— Anh chua biét My da thua tran & Dong
Duong?

— Nguoi My khong bao gio thua tran.

— Bdi ho tudng Viét Nam la bd lac Apaches,
bo lac Cheyennes. Anh muon nhin r6 ngudi My
cuon ¢ bo chay khong? Cam doan phim do My
quay va da chiéu khap nudc My, khap thé gidi.
James thuc té, xem chu?
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James Fisher con dang ludng ly, Chi Mai da
thach thuc:

— Anh trét nhin r6 su that hai lan r6i. Pau
dén thém mot chut, cd sao?

Chang ngoi thang, dong dac:

— Tai sao khong nhi? Sy that lam ta dau dén,
dong thoi, n6 lam ta khon 16n.

Chi Mai khen nggi:
- Y nghi tuyét diéu.

Nang mé mdy. Cuén phim do hang truyén
hinh tu nhan ctia My thuc hién, dién giai bang
tiéng Anh do phai vién My doc. Boi canh la Nam
Vang. Ngudi ta quay su hon loan cta dan chung
Nam Vang chay trén Khmer D6. Canh chinh van
la Toa Dai St Hoa Ky 6 Nam Vang. Dan ching
bu quanh Toa Dai St hy vong dugc di tan theo
ngudi My. Dai st John Dean 6m 1l c& sao soc,
hét ho hét hai chay khoi Toa Dai st leo 1én may
bay tryc thang. Dai st John Dean la biéu tugng
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thé tham rd nét nhat cua Hoa Ky bai tran. James
Fisher toat mo hoi, lanh thau xuong tay. Nudc
My bach chién bach thiang ctia chang da thua
tran & Kampuchia. Than tugng chién thang phat
xit Ptic qua hinh anh Vic Morrow va Rick Jayson
trong Combat da do v6, hoan toan d6 v6. James
Fisher c6 nén dé khai bat tiéng khoc trudec mat
Chi Mai, truéc mat mot ngudi con gai Viét Nam.

— T6i hy vong sy hot hoang chay tron cua
ngai Pai st John Dean s€ lam anh khon ra.

Nang ndi va tat may:
— May ma ong ta con kip cuon cd!

Chi Mai thay cudn video cassette md&i. Nang
nhan nat. Van phim do truyén hinh My thuc hién.
Boi canh la Sai Gon. Su hon loan cta dan chung
cé phan bi dit hon & Nam Vang. Mdy bay van
tai 1én xudng tai phi trudng Tan Son Nhat. Dan
chung Sai Gon bi linh My x6 dap. Ngay 29 thang
4 nam 1975, & Toa Dai Su Hoa Ky dai 160 Thong
Nhat, dan chung danh dai kin mit. Thay quén
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luc chién My canh gac cdng, chung quanh tudng.
Anh hung khai phéng tu do, dan chu thang tay
giang bang sung xudng than thé nhiing ai vugt
cong Toa Dai St. Truc thiang lén xudng, van vi
bau trdi Sai Gon. Sudt dém 29 thang 4, ngusi My
lo chay tron. Dai St Martin chuon ban dém. Trua
30 thang 4, Viét Cong vao Sai Gon. Xe tang Viét
Cong ngao nghé chay trén dai 16 Thong Nhat. Co
dd sao vang va cd trén do, dudi xanh gitia sao
vang cam trén n6c Toa Pai St Hoa Ky & Sai Gon
va ¢ Dinh Doc Lap. Chiéu 30 thang 4, ndn sit,
sung M16, quan trang, quan phuc made in USA
nam x€p déng & cac goc phd, via he. Hom sau, 1
thdng 5, Sai Gon rgp bong cd dd sao vang va gidi
phdng quén chién thang My.

James Fisher hoa mat. Pau 6c anh dao 10n.
Cudn phim Green berets do John Wayne dong
da 1a do bo. Qua that, ngudi My da thua tran &
Viét Nam. Goliath My da bi David Viét Nam ban
vién da trung mat, vé dc.

— Anh sé khon ra, James a!
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Nang tat may.

— Phdi, anh sé khon ra. Toéi hy vong thé.
Nhung ngudi ta phai biét phan biét noi dau dén
that va no6i dau dén gia, noéi dau dén ty nhién va
nodi dau dén tu tao, ndi dau dén vo tinh va ndi
dau dén coy.

Nang nhan chudng. Ga cai nguc mé ctia budc
Vao.

— James, anh vé suy nghi.

Chang chao nang, mét moi theo ga cai nguc
trg lai phong.
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guoi ta cat toc cho chang bing toong do

va kéo. Ngudi ta chai téc chang, tia tot
can than. Rau ria cta chang dugc boi xa phong
cao trudc khi cao nhan nhui. Ngudi ta dua tdim
guong nho. Chang cam soi. James Fisher khong
nhan ra chang ntia. Chang da nam bep & cachots
rong ra tdm nam. Tdm ndm cach bi¢t doi song.
James lui lai va thé gidi budc xa. Ngudi My da
thua tran. Ngu6i My mat thém Nicaragoa, sap
mat nét El Salvador. Nuéc My bay gio ra sao
nhi? Tdm ndm trong nguc tu cong san, bao nhiéu
nghin nam trén dat Hoa Ky? James khong hiéu
ly do nao chang song mon lau thé! Chang ngam
nghia dung nhan. Chang sg hai. B6i mat chang
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triing sau, 16 d6. Ma chang hop xuong. James Fi-
sher nhe rang. Oi, ham ring ghé gém clia chang,
da ngot tam nam ly di ban chai va thuéc danh
rang va méi chi dugc tai hon chiing ntia thang,
tt hom gdp nang Chi Mai. James trd tam guong
cho ga cai tu cat téc. Chang vé phong tam goi,
thay quan do.

Biita com chiéu ctia chang day du dinh dudng.
Nhiing btia com cang ngay cang cai thién. Chi
Mai ndi, chang bo6i dudng stic khoe va chs vé
My. Chang tin thé. Vi Chi Mai khong hé hach
héi chang, khong bat chang ky vao ban ty khai
danh may san nhén tdi ac gay chién tranh, khong
ép chang doc ban ty khai thu vao cassette. Nang
to ra biét diéu va dé chiu. Nhiing dau dén day vo
tam hon chang do chang gay nén. Chang muon
nhin ro sy that. Va su that ndo né nhat: Nuéc My
thua tran ¢ Viét Nam. Sau biia com, James ndam
vat tay 1én tran, thé dai. Chang nhin ngon den
vang hiu hat trén tran nha tu, nuéc mat da ra.

Ngudi ta mé ctia phong dem vao mot chai
whisky nhan hiéu ] & B, mot géi Winston va mot
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hop diém. Ngudi ta mé chai rugu thay tinh, trut
sang cai chai plastic. Tat ca ddt trén ban. Miéng
gidy nho dugc gai dudi day chiéc ly nhya. Ngusi
ta trd ra, khoéa clia phong. James Fisher ngoi
day, budc t6i ban. Chang cam miéng gidy, doc
tham: “Toi biét anh dang buén va mudn quén
lang chuyén buon. Rugu can thiét cho anh dé
quén lang, du vi pham ndi quy trai giam. Toi chiu
trach nhiém. Chuc anh say sua va ngti ngon. Chi
Mai” James rot rugu. Chang udng tling ngum
nho. Chang hat thuéc. Chang chang con gi sg
mat mat, chang con gi phai dé phong. Nhiing
ngum rugu dau tién sau tdm nam khong duogc
udéng, dau mot ngum bia, da 1am chang nhén
nho. James it udng rugu. Chua bao gis chang say
ruou. James la mau ngudi ly tudng ctia xa hoi
Hoa Ky. Thué con lam sinh vién, chang da chiing
to minh 13 tudi tré guong mau. Chang say mé thé
thao. Noi chdn quyén ri chang la san co, khong
phai la quan rugu. James chi uéng khi vui ban be.
Bay gig, & coi khong tudng, chang udng rugu dé
quén noéi buon nudc My thua tran.
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James dot thudc. Chang hit nhiing hoi day
da va uong rugu de khdéi. Chang muon rugu va
khoi tr6i xuong da day. Rugu da bat moi chang
mém, ludi chang té. Chang cam ca chai noc.
James dot thudc lién tuc. Moi diéu thuéc mot
que diém. Dén khi hét thudc 14, chang ngay ngat.
James them thudc. Hét roi. James m& hop diém.
Heét luon. Ngudi ta da tinh du diém cho chang
moi thudc. Va, con mat cai nguc bén ngoai van
theo doi chang bén trong, & cdi 16 nao dé ctia bon
btic tudng, chang khong hé biét. James chuénh
choang. Noi budn dun 1én to 16n hon ca truée
lac udng rugu. Noi budn dan trai, dang cao, ngap
lut cdn phong. James Fisher 6m mdt khéc tham
thiét. Chang ntc né nghen ngao. Oi, nuéc My
yéu dau, nudc My khong bao gid thua tran.

Chang noc can chai rugu. James da quén
nghe tiéng kéng tu. Chang ldo ddo. Chang doc
tho. Chang hat quoc ca. Chang goi nudc My yéu
dau. James Fisher ho hét. Chang da tung cai ghé.
Chang lat do chiéc ban. Chang lan 16n trén san
nha tu. Nudc My yéu ddu, nudc My hiéu long ta
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khong? To qudc oi, t6 quoc nghin doi bat diét.
Eisenhower, tai sao ngai khong tham du chién
tranh Viét Nam? Tai sao Martin, Dean cu6n c&
chay? Tai sao ta ndm trong béng t6i? Ké nao la
tdi dO chién tranh? James hoi nha tu. James hoi
ngon den hiu hat. Va James khéc. R6i James ngu
VUi

Khi James tinh gidc, c6 hong chang kho chay.
Chang bi buia vay bang mdng vuot cd don. James
co lét day kiém ca nudc. Chang uéng mot hoi.
James nghe r6 nudc chdy mot dong thong tha
xuong bao ti chang. Qua miéng ctia gid, James
thay bong t6i am u bén ngoai. Chang them béng
toi. Chang thu ghét ngon dén vang hiu hat. James
vé giuong. Chang nham mat. Chang c6 hoi tudng
ngay thang ém dém cti séng véi cha me. Hoi tudng
bi phén phuc, dut quang, chap chdn. N6 chay 1ui
lai hién tai, mot hién tai do ndo, thoi thép, nham
nhd. “Nguoi ta phai biét phan biét no6i dau dén
that va no6i dau dén gia, noéi dau dén ty nhién va
nodi dau dén tu tao, ndi dau dén vo tinh va ndi
dau dén co y” Chi Mai da néi thé. “James, anh vé
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suy nghi...” Nang ludn ludn két luan vay. Moi lan
“vé suy nghi” 1a moéi nhtic nhoi. Nhung Chi Mai
soi sang nhting sy that ma James Fisher mu mo.
Nang khong day doa chang. Nang rat tu t€. Nang
dua chang ra khoi cachot hdi ham. Nang tao diéu
kién cho chang thodi mdi dn va §. Chang con sy
that nao ntia. Hét roi. Thua tran 1a hét roi. Co 1€,
chi con su that James mong udc. La su that cta
ngay vé My.

James Fisher suy nghi lung tung. Chang chgp
mat thiép di. Luc chang mé mat, tiéng kéng tu
tu trai xa vong lai cung tiéng chim hot. Ngudi ta
ma& ctia phong dem ca phé, thuoc 14 vao. James
ndc can ly ca phé that nhanh, ¢6 hong chang van
kho ran, chang khong hut thudc. Ngudi ta tré ra
roi trd lai véi mot ca ca phé den néng hdi. James
sung sudéng nham nhi. Chang vtia dut ca phe,
nguoi ta md clia dan chang 1én gdp Chi Mai.

— Toi rat an han, James.

Chang sting sét:
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~ C6 phai 16i tai toi?

Nang nghiém mat:

— Phai. Toi tudng gitp anh quén budn, ai de
anh say sua dap pha lung tung. T6i bi khién trach.
Anh say sua, n6i nang btia bai.

Chang cui dau:

— Thanh that xin 16i co.

Nang khé nhéch mép cuoi:

— Rugu chua du, phai khong, James?

Chang dap:

— Rugu da thua.

— Chua du d€ anh quén n6i budn.

— Vang.

— Anh c6 nhé luc anh say anh néi nhiing cau

gi khong?
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— Khong.

— Anh khéc nhu con nit va anh thanh that
hon con nitkhihéi “Ké naola tdéi do chién tranh?”

Nang lam diéu bd co hd quén mot diéu gi
quan trong rdéi ngé chang, moc tuai 16i ra cai do

cat mong tay.

— Anh khong nén d€ moéng tay, mong chan
dai.

Nang dua tan tay cho James:

— Cat di, James! Toi tiéc rang khong thé tang
anh. Noi quy trai nghiém lam. Nguoi ta sg anh sé
cat mach mau tu tu.

James cuoi:

— T6i la ngudi Thién Chua Gido. Nguoi Thién
Chua Gido khong dugc phép tu tu.

Chang cat mdng tay, mong chan.
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— Ngudi ta cung cap day du xa phong tam,

xa phong gidt, thudc danh rang, quan 4o cho anh
chu?

— Cdm on co, day du.

— Anh hiéu la nudc t6i con nghéo. Chung toi
chiu dung lién tiép hai cudc chién tranh rong ra
ba muci nam. Phai kién thiét kha lau day. James
a, mOt ngay nudi anh bang mét thang nudi tai.

Chang nin lang.

— Thuoc khai quang cua My huy diét hét moi
sinh & mién Nam dat nudc toi. Rung tan ta va nui
bac pho. Roi anh v€ va néu anh c6 dip sang thdm

Viét Nam, anh sé nhin r6 dau vét toi ac chién tra-
nh con han 1én than thé tré em Viét Nam.

Chang dua tra nang cai d6 cat mong tay.
— Anh tinh rugu chua?

James then thung:
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— R&i, thua co.

— Ta ndi chuyén mot lat nhé!

- Vang.

— Anh hut thudc va uong nudc di!
— Cam on co.

Phan nhap dé cua nang da xong. Nang vao
than bai:

— James, day la chuyén vui, t6i hdi, anh trd 16i.
DPiing hi€u t6i tham van anh. T6i dén dé chuan bi
ngay vé My ctia anh. Anh c6 thé tu chéi tra 16i
nhting cau hdi nao anh khong thich.

Chang vui vé ndi:

— Vi c6, chac chan, t6i khong tii choi cau hoi
nao.

Nang cudi that tuoi:

— Cam on James. Anh nghi gi vé t6i?
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— CoO rat tot.

— Toi chua lam anh dau d6n chu?

— Co giup d& toi nhiéu.

— Nudc nho dugc gitp dd nudc 16n 1a diéu
vinh hanh. James a, chuyén gan giii, ma anh biét
16, anh c6 thdy ong tudng My nao chét tran &
Viét Nam khong?

— Khong.

— Tudéng & Lau Nam Goc?

— Khong.

— Co 6ng tudng My nao bi bat lam tu binh
khong?

— Khong.
— Né€u c6, ho sé v€ nudc ngay. Chi cd si quan

cdp ta, cap uy la chét tran va bi bat lam tu binh

thoi, phai khong?
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— Phai.

— Tong thong My va cac bd trudng, nghi s,
dan biéu, thong doc khong tham gia truc tiép
chién tranh?

— Phai.

— Sinh vién, thanh nién bi thi hanh nghia vu
quan sy, bi ddy sang dia nguc Viét Nam.

— Chung t6i di chién dau.

— Nha Trang va Lau Nam Goéc quyét dinh
chién tranh?

— Néu Qudc hoi biéu quyét thuan.

— James Fisher oi, Dai sti John Dean da cuén
cd bd chay, bai su Martin da cudn ¢ bo chay.
Khong hé thay mot nhéan vién nao ctia Toa Dai su
chét tran va bi bat ca. Chi c6 linh My, nhiing sinh
vién vo tdi nhu James, chét tran, mang thuong
tich, dot tiéu tudi tré va bi bat cAm tu khd sé. Sao
bat cong thé, James?
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James lung tung. Chi Mai khong bat chang
tra 16i. Nang thd dai, budn ba:

— Moi viéc lai tiép dién. Trai dat van quay. Bai
diéu van viia dut, bai dién van khdai su. Linh muc
mdirung chudng cdo phé da giat chuongbdo hon.
Nudc My ctia James c6 thém Tong théng Jimmy
Carter thay thé Gerald Ford, sap stia Ronald Rea-
gan thay thé Jimmy Carter. Ma James Fisher van
nam tu. James Fisher v toi. James Fisher nam tu
trai qua ba doi tong thong My. Lau qua. Nguoi
ta mai bau cu, tranh ct, quén mat James Fish-
er. Phé Ubn van sam uat. Nguoi ta lo thi trudng
chung khodan 1én xudng, ngudi ta ngai dong do la
mat gia. Ngudi ta quan tam van dé Trung Dong,
sO phan Do Thai, bo roi James Fisher t0i nghiép.
Ba ctia James, dan biéu Allan Fisher lai tai dac ctu
day. Tai sao James & tu lau vay?

Nang goi tén James chtia chan tinh cdm va thuong
mén. Chang chép mat:

— Ngudi ta bat toi nhan t6i ac gay chién tra-
nh, t6i khudc tu.
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Nang mim moi, bat binh:

— Nham nhi, nham nhi. James nho bé qua,
James dau cé quyén hanh gi ma gay chién tranh.
Toi ac khong do James tao ra. James la nan nhan
cua bon dau nao chién tranh & Viét Nam.

Nang lac dau, 4i ngai:

— Ngudi ta da xu tic James, ngudi ta bat cong.
Toi dén day stia sai va lo cung cach hoi huong
hop ly cho James.

Chang cam dong:

— Cam on co.

Nang nhin chang, d6i mat thiét tha:

— Toi sé ki€m bdo My cho James doc giét thi
gio.

Nang han hoc:
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— Bon dau nao chién tranh ban thiu, bon t6i

do ctia nudc My va nhan loai, James can cé thai
dod véi chang.

Nang bam chuong. Ga cai nguc mé ctia buédc
Vao.

— James, anh v¢€ suy nghi...

Chang chao nang, 0 € theo ga cai nguc trd lai

phong.
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ames Fisher that sy mét mdi. Chang da

gap Chi Mai bon lan. Ca bon lan déu
dang suy nghi. N6 khéi su nhu mét binh minh
tuyét voi roi budi trua gay gat va giong bao, sim
chép, mua gio. N6 cting khai sy nhu mot chiéu
vang mon trén roi nang ua thoi thép va bong téi
hiu quanh, c6 don. Chi Mai khong cudng btic tu
tudng chang. Nang dan dat chang di trén duong
oan cua sy that. Nang bao nang khong néi doi,
khong thich néi doi. Nang dau muoén chang dau
dé6n, vat va véi dau dén, qudn quai véi dau dén.
Chang tim ndi dau dén vi chang ham su that.
Ngudi My thuc t€. Nguoi Au Chau thuc té. Nang
hiéu tam tinh ngudi My. Nang hi€u tam tinh
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James. Chang dau dén va chang khong thé oan
trach nang.

Su that da mac khai James. Nhung sy that
khong phai la phép tich mau nhiém cua Thién
Chua giup chang gidi thoat hay md& ctia bién gidi
dé chang budc vao hy vong, tin yéu; dua tay kéo
chang 1én khoi vic thim sa nga, tdi 16i. Ma 1a
mot vét thuong sung mu gitia trai tim chang. Vét
thuong moéi ngay moi nhtic nhoéi. Viné khong vé
nén no sé chang lanh. Khong bao gi¢ vét thuong
lanh ca. N6 da in han vao tam tudng chang, in
hén vao lich st nuéc My. D6 la vét thuong truyén
kiép. Mudn quén nd, dan toc My can trong doi
moét dai hong thay. Ké nao gay ra n6i dau dén
cho cad dan toc? Ké nao la t6i do ctia chién tranh?

Nang Chi Mai cta chang James Fisher da
qua quyét tdi do cta chién tranh bin thiu & Viét
Nam 13 Toa Bach Oc, 1a Ngii Gidc Pai, 1a nghi s,
dan biéu diéu hau. Tat ca chiu lénh Wall Street.
Bon dau nao chién tranh dat tong hanh dinh &
Wall Street. Nang khoi dédy tu day long chang,
tu day long mot ngudi linh, niém phan no vé su
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bat cong gitia thong tri va ké bi tri, gita ménh
l1énh va ké thi hanh ménh 1énh, gitia con ngudi
va con nguoi. James Fisher nao nung. Nang ly
luan khach quan. «James, anh vé suy nghi...»

James suy nghi.

Chang 16n lén cung nhiing hoi trong thuc
duc soi sang chén ly tu do, dan cht cho nhiing
vung dat trién mién bong t6i nd 1¢, ngu dét, lac
hau. Chang say mé ly tudng tan bién cuong cua
ngudi hung Kennedy. Thai d¢ séng ich ky, tu
phong téa minh, ngu vui trén vinh quang cua
minh, phe phén trén gidu sang ctia minh, huéng
riéng an hué ctia Thugng dé€ ban cho minh can
cham dut. Kennedy da chi dao tudi tré My. Kho-
ng con nhiing thé hé lac 1ong, thé hé chan chudng
sau moi chién tranh. Su chién thang ctia chién
tranh v6 nghia. N6 da khong tao dung n6i hanh
phuc vinh ctiu cho con ngudi trén trai dat. Dan
toc Hoa Ky dugc hudng an sting cta Thugng dé
thi phai biét lam dung y ctia Thugng dé. N6 phai
vac thanh gid mdéi, chdp nhan moi cay dang ngd
nhén, moi chua chat hé luy, dan dat loai nguoi
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ding day, khai phong van minh cung khap trai
dat, chia sé hanh phuc cung khap trai dat. Déloai
nguoi gan giii, cdm thong va thuong yéu lan nhau.
Khong con nd 1¢. Khong con bién gidi ching toc.
Khong con ngheo kho. Khong con tu day, tra tan,
tht han. Loai ngudi sé quén hét nhiing ban ti¢én
nho nhét. Thé gidi sé cé6 mdt ky nguyén ruc ré.
Moi ngudi déu la anh em.

James Fisher yéu ly tuéng dé. Chang muon
mat trdi chiéu cho loai ngudi. Mit tri do lugng
v6i loai ngudi, khong & riéng nuéc My, & riéng
bat ct mot noi nao. Chang mudn hoa nd trén
trién nui, cay két trai gitta sa mac. Va chang rung
dong hoi trong thiuc duc tudi tré My cua Ken-
nedy. Hinh anh Kennedy chép chon truéc mat
chang, dau Kennedy da chét. Kennedy chét va
dugc phuc sinh. Ly tudng rang ngdi ctia Kennedy
van song trong tam hon nhiing ngudi nhu James
Fisher. Chang van nghi Kennedy la mot miéng
hon ctia t6 quoc My. Nhu Washington. Nhu Lin-
coln. Nhu bat ct nhiing ai da chét cho nuéc My,
vi nuéc My. T6 quéc My ctia chang dau phai chi
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& riéng Qudc Hoi, Bach Oc, Ngii Gic Dai hay
pho6 Wall. T6 qudc chang bang bac cung khap dat
nudc My. N6 & mdi dau la rting hoang, mdi ngon
co cong vién, moi khe ndi, moéi dau song, moi
mach suoi. N6 & dusi mo ngudi chét, trong nha
ngudi song. N6 & giot nudc mat, trén nu cudi. N6
& nu hon dam dudi, cau nodi an tinh. N6 & tAm hon
ngudi My. T6 quoc bao di chién dau cho tu do,
dan chu cua loai ngudi. To quoc goi James, chang
1én duong. Chang yéu t6 quoc, chang phuc vu
t0 quoc. James Fisher chi biét t6 quéc My, song
vGi t6 quoc, chét vi td6 quoc. Chang khong biét
gi hon, khong can biét gi hon. James Fisher la
biéu tugng ctia mot cong dan guong mau. Chang
khong phan khang t6 qudc, doi 1ap véi t6 quoc.
T6 quoc vinh ctiu. T6 quoc khong phéan boi con
dan va con dan khong dugc phép phan bdi to
quoc. James tham du chién tranh, gian di thé do.
Nhiing Aam muu bén thiu, nhiing tham vong don
mat khdc, chang chang thém tim hiéu. B6i 1§, t6
quoc khong ting cu va tranh ct; khong viét chu
thuyét va khong vé chinh sach; khong tao luat 1¢
rang budc con nguoi.
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James da suy nghi vay vé diéu ma Chi Mai
muodn chang bay té thdi do véi bon dau nao
chién tranh. Chang tham du chién tranh khong
do bon dau nao chién tranh xui dyc. Chang tinh
nguyén. Chang lam bon phén ctia chang doi véi
t6 quoc chang. Nguoi ta khong thé cé thai do véi
t0 qudc. Dau chang da quan quai thé xac, mon
vet tinh than rong ra tdam nam trong cai cachots
cong san; dau nudc My da thua trdn & Viét Nam;
dau da c6 hoa binh; dau da xay ra nhiéu doi thay
trén dat Hoa Ky va thé gidi, chang van nam day la
do y mudn cua Thugng dé€ va t6 quoc ctia chang.
Khong ai bé roi chang c&, khong ai ctiu noi chang
ca, néu Thugng dé muon day doa chang, mudn
thu thach chang, muo6n giao sti mang cho chang
ctu roi mot diéu gi d6, mot ngudi nao do.

Chang tim niém an ti vao Thugng dé. Chang
gtii long chang vao Thuogng dé. Chang bay bdng.
Chang 14n trong Cyu u6c va Tan udc. Y nghi
dugc Thugng dé thu thach dé€ giao stt mang ctiu
roi mot diéu gi do, mot ngudi nao do khién chang
sang khodi. Ty nhién, James thdy mdt vét sang
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hién lén trong bong t6i. Chang giat minh. Chang
da bé ctia hep md ctia rong. “Cuia rong va duong
16n dan dén sy hu hong” Khong, James khong
hé mé ctia rong. Chang bi Chi Mai dua vao ctia
rong. Ngot tam nam chiu dung thong kho, James
dau c6 mét mdi, pho phac, suy nghi nat 6c va
buodn ba dén phai khdéc. M6i chua day mot thang,
dugc uong Coca Cola, hut Winston, uong ruou,
an thit, thudng thiic ca phé, trai cay, James da hu
hong. Tam hon chang da nao ning nhiéu phen.
Chang da c6 nhiing hat bui ngd vuc trong niém
tin. James lai mudn tré lai nhiing cachots khon
nan ma sy tam toi ctia thu han sé la anh sang soi

161 chang di diing con dudng Thugng dé ky vong.

James Fisher cam gidc binh yén. Thuong
dé van doai hoai chang. Thugng dé khong bo
roi chang. Nham dung ldc chang tho théi nhat,
ngudi ta mé cia phong dem vao cho chang mot
cai phong bi dan kin. James bdc vdi ra. D6 la buc
anh gia dinh chang. James rung rung ngam btic
anh ky niém. Tay chang run ray. Btic anh chup
thoi nién thi€u. Chang dung gitia cha me. Canh
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chang la hai dia em gai. James Fisher cudi that
hén nhién trong anh. Bay gio, nudc mat chang
tia ra. Chang dua tam anh sat moi, hon cha, hon
me, hon hai em. Di viang theo nhiing giot nuéc
mat roi rung thanh nhiing cdi bong béng lung
linh mau sac. Tling cai bong bong v, tling thé
tim James ntt ran. Sy binh yén vlia tim thdy da
ndo dong, xon xao. Chang bong tiéc thuong doi
va nhé gia dinh ghé gém. Hinh tudng ndi mong
dgi vo vong ctia me, su héo hat niém tin cta cha,
vé ngod ngac to0i nghiép cta hai em, James ldm
bam: “Tai sao minh phai nam day mai?” Tudi tré
ctua chang da bi hay diét trong chién tranh va tu
nguc. James dd mo udc that nhiéu sau ngay hét
han quan dich. Chang s€ cudéi ngay Susan McCa-
reen. Chang muon c6 hai dtia con trai thoi. James
sé ki€m viéc lam gan nha cha me. Vg chong chang
sé danh dum tién bac d€ vai nam mot 1an du lich
Au Chau. James thém tham viéng Paris, Rome,
Amsterdam, Londres. Chang mé Paris nhat.

Chang con chi nita. Mo udc cla James v3
tan, bién dang nhu nhiing cdi bong béng mao ho



86 | Duyén Anh

theo nhiing giot nu6c mit roi rung. O doi, it khi,
ngudi ta dat ndi nhiing mo udc binh di. James
nhét tdm anh vao phong bi, cat duégi goi. Chang
budt miéng hat: Que sera, sera. Whatever will be,
will be. The futures not ours to see. Que sera, sera.

What will be, will be...

James tudng héat an ui minh thoi. Chang khong
ngo cau hat da dua chang trd lai su binh yén tam
tudng. Khong ai nhin r6 tuong lai minh, ngay ca
ngoai cudc doi hua hen tran tré. No6i chi trong
nguc tu toi tam, vo vong. Thoi, ngay mai dé€ cho
ngay mai lo, Chua Jesus da day. Con ngudi da bat
luc ca su chudn bi mdt ngay mai. James hoan toan
tu tin. Anh lai lam cudc chién dau mai @€ khoi bi
nao nung, khoi bi hu hong trén con dudng rong.
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1.

Sau btia com trua, ngudi ta dem vao cho
James mot chong bao My cti. Chang da
dinh khong them doc, khong them biét gi bén
ngoai cudc doi nita. Ngay mai dé cho ngay mai lo.
Nhung ro6i su to mo da ché ngu su cuong quyét,
James lai cam bdo, mé ra doc. Chang doc nhiing
bai tranh luan ctia hai phe chu chién va cha hoa
vé chién tranh Viét Nam. Ngudi ta d6 16i thua
tran cho nhau. Ngudi ta mat sat nhau khong tiéc
16i. James tai mat doc bai tong két chién phi va
linh My chét, bi thuong, mat tich. Danh sach tu
binh MY, Viét Nam da ké khai va da trao tra day
da. Bay gid chi con la su hgp tac My-Viét tim
kiém nhiing b xuong vui dap dau doé tai Viét
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Nam bi nghi ngd la linh My mat tich. James bang
hoang doc nhiing bai phong van linh My tham
du chién tranh Viét Nam. Da s6 néi minh bi ltia
gat trong cudc chién ma ho khong dugc phép
chién thang. Ho hin hoc quan chung phan chién
My. Ho nhuc nha thua tran. Nhiéu ngudi mat tri.
Nhiéu nguoi dién khuing. Rat dong ngudi bénh
hoan, nghién ngap ma tay. Linh My hoi huong
bi khinh thudng. Tu binh My gidi ngii bi that ng-
hiép. Nhiéu ngudi bi vg bo. James dau dén doc
nhting bai bao ca nggi Viét Cong, ca nggi chién
thang ctia Viét Cong va nhuc ma dong minh Viét
Nam Cong Hoa. Khong mot bai bdo nao ndi vé
sO6 phan tu binh My con bi giam cam. Lich su
da sang trang, Tong thong Gerald Ford tuyén bo.
Ngudi ta khong thich lat lai lich st, khong muon
nhac nhd dén dau tich 6 nhuc thua tran & Viét
Nam ntia. Bdo chi My két t0i chién tranh bin
thiu va nuéc My phdi gdnh hau qua. Tinh than
dan My xuong. Ngan sach quoc phong lén. Bl
sé thay thé B52. Xac linh My bac cau, trai dudng
cho tai phiét My vao thi trudng Trung Quoc!
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James Fisher xép chong bao ngay ngan.

Chang thd dai. Roi khong suy nghi gi cd. Néu

nguoi ta khong nhin ro tuong lai, ngudi ta cling

khong nén quay lai di vang. Budi chiéu, James

gap Chi Mai. Nang van niém nd, van danh cho
James nhiing an hu¢ cd.

— Binh yén chd, James?
— Cdm on c0, toi binh yén hon bao gio.
— Toéi hy vong thé.

Cai magnétoscope da cat dau. Trén ban chi
cé chong ho so, géi Winston, hop diém va lon
Coca Cola. Nang ngoi sau ban giay. Chang ngoi
trude. Hai ngudi doi dién.

— Anh c6 hiéu anh la ngudi khach ddc biét
khong?

Chang khong trd 16i, ma hoi:

— Cua c0 hay cua nha tu?
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Nang dap:

— C4 hai.

Chang noi:

— Clia c6 mdéi dung.

Nang giai thich:

— Toi dé nghi, nha tu chap thuén.

Chang cudi:

— Thé thi t6i phai cam on c6 va nha tu.

Nang hat lon toc phu trudce tran:

— Khong moét tu nhan nao dugc phép biét
chuyén xdy ra bén ngoai. Anh dugc biét hét.
Anh da thiac mic tai sao, tu nhién, anh dugc dai
ngd chi gi? DBling nén thac mac, dung nén dat
ra nhiing nghi van d€ ty minh lam khé minh va
phu long ngudi khéc. Téi chi muodn ching té toi

thanh that mudn giup anh vé nuéc My that sém.
Toi noi diéu gi, git dung 161 minh. Pong y chu,
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James?

Chang gat dau:
- Dbongy.

— Anh da cé anh gia dinh. Xem chua? Nhé
nha khong?

— Cam on ¢06. Toi da ngdm anh va nhé nha vo
cung.

— Buu dién Viét Nam da hgp tac quoc té véi
buu dién My. Thé gi6i da qua nho bé. Chung ta
c6 thélién lac sang My bang dién thoai. T6i muon
anh viét thu vé tham gia dinh nhung lanh dao
cua t6i bao d€ tim phuong tién khac vi by may
dau nao chién tranh da coi nhu anh chét mat xac.
Phia chung t6i, mét su sai lam ndng tinh chat
hién tugng da bat anh nhén t6i ac chién tranh roi
quén bao cdo anh. Néu chung t6i quén anh, con
cd ly. Lau Nam Gdc va Bo Quoc phong quén anh
thi méi vo ly. Dau sao, ching t6i cling xin 16i anh
ve hién tugng nham nhi ctia can bd minh.
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— T6i tin vao dinh ménh.

— Anh da doc bdo. Moi viéc ro rét ca. Toi
khong théu dét, khong huyén hoac anh. Nguoi
ta c6 tinh bo roi anh. Va chung t6i thich thu tiéu
anh luc nao la tha tiéu a! Anh da tré thanh mot
linh My vo thtia nhén.

Chang bong 6n xuong song. Nang nhéch
mep cuoi:

— Anh vé My bdng cach nao hgp ly day? bé
nguoi ta khong thu tiéu anh trén mdy bay va liéng
xac anh xudng bién. Do do, t6i méi noi ngay vé
do chinh anh chon lya.

Chang tr6 mat:

— Toi lua chon?

Nang nhun vai:

— Khong 1€ t6i chon lya gium anh? Chuyén
dé ta sé ban sau.
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Nang nhin thang vao d6i mét chua hét ngo
ngac cua chang:

— Ngudi My dang mac ca mua xuong linh My
vGi Viét Nam.

Chang nin thinh:

— Mot nghi si b6 cau noi tiéng méi dem sang
Ha Noi hai chiéc Boeing 707. Mot chiéc dé lai va
mot chiéc chd vé My hai bo xuong linh My véi ly
lich, ngay chét, ly do chét va thé bai.

Nang chép miéng:

— Xuong linh My dat qua. Hai by xuong mot
chiéc Boeing.

Nang ngd chang, mim cudi:

— Anh can song, khong phai vi anh gia tri
hon b¢ xuong. Ma vi Viét Nam muodn ching to
v6i thé gidi rang, Viét Nam ton trong con nguoi.
Nudc My bo roi anh, lang quén anh, Viét Nam
dua anh tré vé dGi song My. Danh du cia mot
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dan toc vo cung. Thé gidi tu ban sé cam hong, sé
cti mat xau hé khi miét thi ching t6i cha dap lén
nhan quyén.

James Fisher lai mém nhtin. Chang bong
bénh gitia hai mién hu hu, thuc thuc. Nuéc My
cta chang da khong gido duc chang doi chut kién
thic so dang vé cong san. James 12 ngudi linh My
dung nghia. Ngudi ta khong coi chang nhu tu
binh chién tranh. Nguéi ta cudng ép chang lam
tu nhan chinh tri, th nhan tu tudng. Cé 1€, nhan
dan My da ngéy tho, ngé ngdn nhu chang; bao
chi My cling ngé ngin, ngay tho nhu chang. Toi
nghiép James Fisher, ngudi linh quén 16i chién
trudng va lac vao chinh tri, lac vao thu doan tinh
vi nhat cta nghé thudt huyén hodc tu tudng, truy
na tam hon.

— James!
— Toi dang nghe c6.

— Anh da thic mac tai sao nhot anh & cachots
tdm nam phai khong?
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— Phai.

— Anh da phan nan chung to6i khong thi hanh
Quy ché tu binh qudc t€ phai khong?

— Phai.

— Anh biét chién tranh hom nay la loai chién
tranh gi chua?

— Chua.

— Chién tranh y thtuc hé, chién tranh gita
hai chu nghia. Cac anh gay chién va khong tuyén
chién. Cac anh nguyén rua Nhat Ban oanh kich
Tran Chau Cang hén nhat vi khong tuyén chién.
Cac anh cling thé. Sy phan nd ctia nhan dan kho
ludng noi. D€ bao vé tinh mang cua anh, ching
toi phai cat dau anh.

— Gian di thé?
— Gian di thé dé. Bay gio, anh co hai ké thu:

Nhan dan v6 san van cam tht dé quoc tu ban
va bon dau ndo chién tranh My chi muén mua
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xuong, khong ham mua ngudi. Anh da hiéu nhan
dan vo san ném da doi giét anh, ho dang san tim
anh. Con bon diu nao chién tranh s¢ anh vé t6
cao chung nd bo roi anh. Vi thé€ phai nhoét anh
riéng, nhét anh bi mat, hiéu chua, James?

— Toi cb gang hiéu.
— Anh chon lya ngay vé, t6i nhac lai.

Nang bam chuong. Ga cai nguc mé ctia budc
Vao.

— James, anh vé suy nghi.
Chang chao nang, theo ga cai nguc tré lai

phong. Va chang bat dau thac mac nangla ai, dén
day v6i muc dich gi?
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O phi truong vé, chua kip sap xép hanh
ly, Chi Mai da phai dén lién Bo Noi
vu trinh dién lanh dao ctia nang. Lanh dao cta
nang, vién dai ta tinh bdo, ban than va dong chi
clia cha nang. Ong ta 6m chit Chi Mai, miing r&:

~ Chdu khéc hén va dep qua.
Nang cam tay lanh dao:
— Bac van khoée manh chi a?

Ong ta diu Chi Mai vao ban gidy, bdo nang
ngoi xuong ghe.

— Béc gia roi.
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Nang noi:

— Bac con quac thudce lam.

Lanh dao mim cudi don hau:

— Béc phai xin 16i da khong tra 16i nhiing thu
riéng cta chau. Doc bdo cdo hang thang ctia chau
1a thay chau r6i. Thé nao, Paris vui cht?

Nang tra 16i:

— Thua bac Paris kho vui hon Ha Noi.

— Chéu xa Ha No6i gan mudi ndm roi day nhi?

- Vang a!

— Bén d6 tinh cdm ngudi Phap doi véi Dang
ta nong nhiét khong?

— Bon qudc gia ti nan pha qua. Dang cong
san Phap mat dan phi€u. Nhiéu thi trudéng cong
san da that cu. Tén Bac HO trén nhiing con pho &
Phap da bi xda bo khdi ban do.
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— Tai sao?

— Vi lyc lugng bon quoc gia ti nan manh.
— Pam tri thic dau hang chung ta ngo6i im a?

— Chung no la I thdi co chu nghia, khong
dam duong dau. Chau dang t6 chuc lai cac hé
thong tinh bdo van hoéa, chinh tri, thuong mai,
ton gido... Theo chdu, minh can gay khiéu khich
gilia cdc ton gido, gitia cdc hoi doan, gitia cdc nha
van ctia chung n6 d€ chung né thu han lan nhau.
Roi minh dua ra mot hdi doan thong nhat.

— Chung ta con nhiéu thi gio trd daa va pha
nat chung no.

Ngudi can vu da bung khay nudc tra vao.
Lanh dao md&i Chi Mai dung tra. Nang cam tach
tra:

— Xin phép bac.

Nang nhap ngum tra Thai Nguyén:
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— Tra ngon qua, thua bac.

Lanh dao quet diém cham thuoc:

— Chau a, sinh hoat chinh tri cua sinh vién
minh bén cdc nuidc anh em Dong Au ldong 1éo
lam d4y nhé!

Nang thua:

— C6 1&, tai ho quan hé btia bai.

Lanh dao gat dau:

- Dung.

Ong ta nhin nang dim dim:

— Chau da doan dugc ly do triéu hoi chau
khan truong chua, Chi Mai?

Nguyén Chi Mai 1a bi danh cua ngudi nd
dang vién cong san co6 tén that Phan Thi Thanh.
Con gdi ut cua mot uy vien Trung uong Dang
cong san Viét Nam, Chi Mai sinh ndm 1950, vao
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dung lac cudc khang chién chong Phap ctia mién
Bac budc sang giai doan khoc liét. Nang sinh ra
trong chién dau, 16n 1én bang hao quang Dién
Bién Pht. Thong minh, hoc gidi va thudc giai cap
thong tri, Chi Mai dugc Dang nudi dudng day du
dé trg thanh lanh tu tuong lai. Nang hudng tron
ven thoi tho du ém dém & Ha No6i. Nhu bat cud
mot thiéu nién mién Bac nao, Chi Mai hoc tap
cam thu dé qudc tu ban My tli ndm mudi tudi.
Long cam thu sau sac thém khi dé quoc My oanh
tac Ha No¢i va cac tinh mién Bac t6 quoc. Cudng
dd oanh tac ctia d€ qudc My tang cao, nang phai
theo trudng so tan. Chi Mai gia nhap Doan thanh
nién cong san HO6 Chi Minh, phan dau quyét liét
va nhd Dang chiéu c¢6 tan tinh, nang tré thanh
dang vién Dang cong san. Sau thdi gian thu
thach, Dang dua nang nam chic Bi thu chi bo
Phan khoa Khoa hoc nhan vén ctia Dai hoc tdng
hop Ha Noi. Nam 1970, Chi Mai tot nghiép dai
hoc.

Nang r&i Ha N6i bom ltia sang Lién X6 hoc
nghé thudt cong an. KGB da huan luyén nang
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thém nghé thuat tinh bdo. Chi Mai noéi va viét
thong thao Anh vdn, Nga van, Dtc van, Hoa
van. Nam 1974, nang phuc vu tai Toa dai su Viét
Nam dan cht cong hoa & Luan Don véi chiic vu
diém bao Anh ngti. Nhiém vu chinh cta nang
la theo d6i moi lién hé cua vién chuc Toa dai su
vGi cac gidi chuc ngoai giao quoc té. Chi Mai da
nam & Toa dai st Viét Nam dan chu cong hoa tai
nhiéu nui6c Tay Au, Bic Au va Dong Au. Nam
1979, nang sang Paris, tam tra & dia chi 62 pho
Boileau, quan 16. Nang thuc hién vai di¢p vu van
héa nham ha uy tin cac nha van hoa quéc gia
luu vong. Nang sap xép lai cac t0 chic, cai nguoi
vao cac hoi doan chong cong, ti€p xuc véi cic
lanh tu khting b6. Moi cong tac ctia Chi Mai chi
la tap su, dgi ngay Viét Nam quan hé ngoai giao
v6i Hoa Ky, sé qua My nam chtc vu trong Dai
st quan hay Lanh sy quan Cdng hoa xa hdi chu
nghia Viét Nam. Nang dang hoat dong & Paris thi
c6 1énh t6i khén triéu hoi.

Chi Mai nhin lanh dao, 1€ phép:

— Chau khong doan ndi.
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Lanh dao than mat:

— Dang can su thong minh cua chau.
- bélam gi, thua bac?

— Phuc vu Déng.

— Chdu san sang.

Lanh dao dua cho Chi Mai mét kép ho so:
— Chdu nghién ctiu thang nay.

Nang hoi:

— Gian diép a?

Lanh dao dap:

— Tt binh M.

Ong ta tiép noi:

— Chdu chua c6 y niém gi vé ké hoach giti lai

tu binh, phai khong?
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Nang khoanh tay:

- Vang a!

B chinh tri trung uong Dang cong san Viét
Nam khai thac tan tinh sy quy trong tu binh ctia
chinh pht va nhan dan My. Ho nam viing tim
ly Hoa Ky. Da thuia kinh nghiém, ho hiéu, bing
moi gid, Hoa Ky sé chudc ca ti binh song lan tu
binh chét. Ho phan loai tu binh, quy dinh thanh
phan giai cap tu binh. Tu binh tré va thudc hang
con giong chau giong bi git lai, dau ky mot noi.
DPé& mac ca sau nay. Song cd gia, chét cling c6 gia.
Moi bo xuong ntia chiéc Boeing. Pau tu xac chét
la nghé ctia cdng san. Cho nén, ho khong quan
tam dén sinh mang tu binh sau khi tuyén bo da
trao tra hét. Ho danh dum hai c6t va giam nhét
tu binh con muc dich tao sy bat n chinh tri
nuéc My. Than nhan tu binh mat tich sé chong
doi chinh phu. Ho da thanh cong. Lau lau, ho
cong bé méi tim thay hai cot, My vi va dem tién
chuoc vé.
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My dau biét hai c6t méi tim thay la ti binh bi
giam nhdt viia chét i vi hét y chi séng mon.

— Nhu vay do. Bay gid, Dang quan tam mot
vai trudng hop.

— Ra sao, thua bac?

— Trao tra ti binh My con song ma khong doi
chuoc tién. bang muodn lam qua cho nhan dan
MJ. Moén qua ngoai giao va tuyén truyén. Chung
ta dang ¢ nam 1980. Sé phai quan hé ngoai giao
v6i My. Ho vua dé nghi chung ta cung ho tim
kiém tu binh mat tich.

— Chdu hiéu roi.

— Bac danh cho chdu anh chang James Fisher,
con trai dan bi€u diéu hau Allan Fisher, tiéu bang
Texas.

— Chau héan hanh qua.

— Nghé thuat cong an ctia chdu, kinh nghiém
tap su cua chau & Sibérie da c6 dip dung téi.
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— Cam on bac.

— Dang mudn nod 1én an bon dau ndo chién
tranh My. No tu khai, ky va doc cho minh ghi
am. Yéu cau cua Dang chi c6 thé. Chau thuc hién
ndi chu?

— Chau ¢6 gang.
— Phai ha quyét tam.
— Chau ha quyét tam thyc hién.

— Bacbiét chau mai da kha nang. Nudc My va
thé gidi s€ tin ban ty khai ky tén va giong doc cua
James Fisher. N6 ¢6 chéi bod, vo ich. Chau toan
quyén. Bac sé ky gidy cong tac cho chau va giay
gi6i thiéu v6i dong chi tha trudng trai Ly Ba So.
Bac nhac lai, chau toan quyén. Quyén cta chau
trén thu truéng vé vu James Fisher. Chdu nghién
ciiu ho so James Fisher roi vao Thanh Hoa. Bay
gio, trinh by van tat cung cach chau sé lam viéc
v3i no.
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Chi Mai trinh bay phuong phap tay ndo don

gidn ma nang da thuc hién & cac trai giam tu

nhan chinh tri Lién X6 tai Sibérie cho lanh dao
clia nang nghe. Ong ta rit thich thu.

— Két qua bao nhiéu phan tram?
— Mot tram phan tram, thua bac.

— Chau yéu cau gi trong cong tac, bac sé thoa
man hét.

— Chadu sé lap danh sach sau khi nghién ctiu
xong ho so.

— Nhat tri.

— Thua bdc, thoi gian cong tac?
- Kién tri.

— V6 han dinh?

— Cho dén khi c6 ban tu khai 1én 4n bon dau
nao chién tranh My ctia James Fisher ky tén va
ghi am. Va...
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Lanh dao ngting lai giay lat roi cham rai:

— Chéu lgi dung co héi nay dé€ nhé Viét Nam
con nhiéu van dé. Nhu vay, chau sé khong mat
pham chit cong san & Tay phuong.

Nang cui dau, cam dong:

— Cam on bac.

Lanh dao ra 1énh:

— Chdu nghién ctiu ho so § day.

Lanh dao nhén chuéng. Céan vé ddy cta vao.
Chi Mai theo ngudi can vé t6i mdt phong lam
viéc danh san cho nang. Nang doc ho so tu binh
My James Fisher. Trudc hét, nang xem ban tu khai
cua James. Nang c6 vé khong hai long véi ngudi
cong an chip phép cti. Anh ta da dé James Fisher
viét qua van tat. Cé 1é, nhu ciu ctia thai gian do6
khong can viét dai va viét nhiéu lan. Chi Mai rat
tu hao thang ngay tap su cua nang 6 Sibérie. Nang
da quan thao ti nhan chinh tri Lién X6, nhiing
tén ngoan cudng nhét da phai ngoan ngoan nhéin
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t0i trong tu khai ky tén va ghi am. Ngudi Nga li
lom hon ngudi My. Nang da doc vai cudén hoi
ky cta tu binh My & Viét Nam. Nang thay stic
chiu dung dau kho cta linh My khong dang ké.
Ho sung sudng quen va no 1€ tién nghi vat chat
sau dam. Chi can thiéu nudc tdm, ho da cho la
minh song dudi dia nguc. James Fisher la tén linh
My cong tli da tham don tu cdng san Viét Nam.
Nang nghi bung, thang linh céng ti nay chac sé
dé cho vao xiéc. Phu d4u vai ngén thanh that va
tinh cam la n6 nao nung. Lanh dao ctia nang da
danh gia James Fisher qua cao. Mot tuan lé thoi,
nang sé hoan tat cong tac. Nang doc ho so James
Fisher nhiéu lan va nang thu¢c long ly lich James
Fisher. Chi Mai chudn bi tat cd nhiing thd cin
thiét. May hom sau, nang vao Thanh Hoa.

Va nang da man dam vé&i James Fisher bon
lan. Nhu con séi cai von con ctiu non.
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James Fisher da nam trong ké hoach ban
\LJ xac chét cua Ha NoOi tdm nam trudc.
Chang tré thanh moén qua ngoai giao cia Ha Noi
tdng nhan dan My tdm nam sau. Ma chang khong
biét. Lam sao chang biét nhiing thi doan dé tién
cta chinh tri? Chi Mai n¢i, chang da tham dy
cudc chién tranh y thic hé¢, cudc chién tranh gitia
hai cht nghia. James theo cht nghia nao, chang
chang rd. La ngudi linh tham dy chién tranh, &
bat ci dau t6 quoc goi, James da ty hao mac quan
phuc Hoa Ky. Chang 1a linh, la linh ctia cudi thé
ky tht hai muoi, cta ky nguyén trai dat né rd van
minh va loai ngudi ti€én bo phi thudng. Nhiing
ké xOng pha tran mac, ca hai phe thu nghich, déu
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la linh va déu dugc doéi xt cong binh, nhan dao
khi bi bat lam tu binh. Va khi chdm dut chién
tranh, thi nghich hét, ti binh dugc trao doi hét,
dugc tha vé hét. James nghi chién tranh va nguai
linh don gidn thé thoi.

Chang khong hiéu, véi y thic hé, moi quy
udc dao 1on sang bat quy udc, ké luon quy udce
chién tranh. Véi y thtic hé, con ngudi hoa ra con
ngua bi bit mat chi con nhin thiy phia trudc,
bi quat roi dau diéng chi con mot nudc phdng
nhanh. Véi y thic h¢, con ngusi khong nhin r6
con ngudi, khong nhan ré qué huong loai nguoi.
Va né than nhién nhdét con ngudi, nhot James
Fisher, & nhiing cachots hi¢én thuc nhat, t6i tdim
nhét tdm ndm, tdm muoi ndm, tdm tram nam.
Bat ct noi nao y thuc hé thao tung, con ngudi
bién thanh hinh cu cta thu hin d€ tra tin con
nguoi, d€ truy na tu tudng con ngudi, d€ 1ot hét
pham cach va nhan tinh con ngudi.

Modng vuot ctia y thuc hé bién do khon ludng.
No la thu thty gian ac gap triéu lan phu thuy
trong ¢ tich. Ma thaoi dai chung ta, cong chua
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ngay tho va xinh dep sé ngti ngan van nam, kho-
ng cd ba tién canh giac, lam cong chua song day
bdng tinh yéu. Thai dai cta ching ta, phu thuy
toa rap vdi tién va cong chua ngay tho xinh dep,
biéu tugng clia con ngudi cong chinh, bi boc vay
bdi suong mu thu han. Tién va phu thay thay
phién nhau déng mét vai tro. O dau dé, phi thay
hoa trang tién, st dung ngoén ngd tién, thai do
tién, tdm long tién. O dau dé, tién héa trang phi
thuy, st dung ngoén ngti phu thuy, thai do phu
thuay, tam long phu thay. Con ngudi khong thé
phan biét phu thay va tién. Thién va Ac hét song
hanh, Ac va Thién déng hanh, déng chiéu, dong
tham vong. Trai dat xoay tit tho 10. Con nguoi
chéng mat, mét modi. Rdi con ngudi cam danh.
Thugng dé da bi xu tt.

Modng vuot ay dda mon man James Fisher.
N6 bam chidt vao noi tuyét vong ctia James, kéo
chang ra khoi viing lay tam t6i. N6 xoa diu thé
xdc chang. N6 ve vuot tinh than chang. N6 thanh
that. N6 soi sing moi ngd vuc cla James bang
su that rd rét hinh anh, tiéng ndi, chi viét. Cuoi
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cung, n6 de doa. Luc 4y James méi thac mac Chi
Mai la ai, dén day lam gi. Chang ndm nhin ngon
dén vang hiu hat suy nghi vé than phin chang,
than phan moét ti binh My vo thiia nhan, mot ké
bi cudc dai hat hi, khu trti. “Chuang t6i thich thu
tiéu anh luc nao la tha tiéu” Chi Mai da hé mé
mot ké hd dé€ chang nhin hoang hon budén tham
cta chang. “Ngay vé do chinh anh chon lya”
Tu binh dugc chon lya ngay vé? “Anh can song,
khong phdi vi anh gid tri hon b xuong. Ma vi
Viét Nam mudn chiing td véi thé gidi rang, Viét
Nam t6n trong con ngudi. Nudc My bo roi anh,
lang quén anh, Viét Nam dua anh tré vé doi song
My. Danh du ctia m¢t dan toc vo cung. Thé gisi
tu ban sé cdm hong, sé ctii mat xau h6 khi miét thi
chung t6i cha dap lén nhan quyén” James Fish-
er bong bénh. James Fisher hoang mang. Chang
day dua ma chang khong biét minh giéng con ca
giay giua t0i nghiép trong ludi y thiic hé.

James khong dugc coi nhu tubinh chién tranh
ntia. Hon ca ti nhan chinh tri, th nhan tu tudng,
James Fisher da bi danh d4u ké thu ctia y thuic hé.
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James thi chi hiéu, mai mai hi€éu minh la nguoi
linh, chdng may bi bat 1am tu binh, chang may bi
sa vao viing doi nhuc nhan vi ngudi ta thiéu van
minh, ngudi ta khong ton trong quy udc tu binh.
Chang c6 thé tin tat ca da bo roi chang, quén lang
chang, trti Thugng dé, T6 qudc va Gia dinh. James
da ché ngu thong kho, da chién thang su yéu hén
nhét ctia ban than, da khong dé bi diéu kién hoa
con nguoi, da ngo Thich Ca trong nhiing cachots
to1 mo, hoi ham, com nudc hdm hiu. Chang da
ngao nghé vugt 1én hinh phat cta thu hin cta
con nguoi. Chang da dat cdi thung dung cta dao
hoc Pong phuong ngau nhién va huyén bi. Tai
sao James Fisher lai quén chién thiang vi vang,
lai danh mat cai thung dung hiém c6 ay? Quén
chién thang, danh mat thung dung, chang bong
nao nung, hoang mang va sg hai. Thu thuat truy
na linh hon con ngudi ctia y thic hé da lam cho
n6 nao nung, hoang mang, s¢ hai. Tu dd, con
nguoi sa ngd, hu héng, tinh nguyén bit mat nhu
con ngua chi con nhin thay phia trudc ma chay
dung dudng, dung dich ctia ma phu. Con ngudi
bién thanh cong cu heén ha cua y thic hé. N6 bi
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tudc doat hét nhan tinh, phdm cach. N6 bi htay
diét s mang lam nguoi.

James Fisher sg hdi. Chang s¢g huhong. Chang
s¢ mang trong t0i véi Thugng dé, To quoc va Gia
dinh. Va diéu sg hai cu théla nang Chi Mai. Chang
nao nung, hoang mang, bong bénh, hon mé tu
khi gap nang. Chi Mai la niém bat hanh trong
hanh phuc. Nang ¢6 tinh mé ctia rong. Chang vo
tinh budc vao. “Ctia rong va duong rong dan dén
su hu hong” James khong muén gap Chi Mai
ntia. Chang ciing khong mu6n huéng nhiing tién
nghi & trong phong giam mdi nay. Tién nghi vat
chat va sy dai ngé da khién chang u mé. Chang
can tinh tdo, can tiép tuc phan dau véi ban than.
James Fisher chgt nhé Bai gidng trén nuti * cua
Chua Jesus.

Chang vung day rdi quy xudng san phong,
chap hai tay trudc nguc, nhin 1én ngon dén vang
hiu hat. Tudng chiling ngon den la trai nui. Jesus
dang ngu trén do. James Fisher bi quy dm ngoi
dudi chan ndi, lang nghe:
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Phiic cho ké chiu bat b6 vi sy cong nghia, béi
Nudc Troi la cua ké dy.

Phiic cho ké budn thdm, bdi sé duoc an ui.

Phiic cho ké doi khdt vé sy cong nghia, béi sé
dudc no du.

Phiic cho ké nhu mi, bdi sé thuia tho dit.

Phiic cho cdc nguoi khi ngudi ta lang nhuc, bat
bé va vu cho moi diéu dc.

Hay vui mung hdn hé, bdi phdn thudng cdc
nguoi trén troi la Ion...

Do6i mat James Fisher sang ruc. Chang cam
giac thé xdc viing manh, tinh than viing manh.
Chang khong s¢ hai ai, sg hai gi ntta. Chang chi
con s¢ hai sy phan xét cua Thugng dé€ ngay nao
do. “Dting lo lang vé mang sdng minh, phai dn
gl, uong gi; hodc vé than thé minh phai méc gi.
Mang s6ng ha chang hon d6 dn va than thé chang
hon d6 mac sao? Diing lo lang chi vé€ ngay mai, vi
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ngay mai sé tu lo lang cho ngay mai. Su khé khéan
ngay nao du cho ngay ay.»

Tudng chiing Jesus da xudng nui. Tudng chling
James Fisher da hét bi quy am.

1 The Sermon on the mount Mathhhew



118 | Duyén Anh

10.

— Hom nay, anh phai lam viéc, James a!

— Lam viéc?

— Anh sé viét tu khai.

— To6i da viét nhiéu lan.

— Vi t6i, moi su bat dau.

— Bat dau tu dau?

— Tt nam anh mudi tudi dén khi anh bi bat.
Yéu cau cua to6i c¢6 thé. Toi khong bat anh nhan

t0i ac gay chién tranh. Lam sao anh gay noi chién
tranh? Diéu nay thiéu 16 gich.
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— Nhiéu nguoi da bat t6i nhan tdi ay.

— Anh quén chuyén cii di. Sau chién tranh,
tat ca da thay doi. Toi cho ké céi ban & goc phong.
Anh ngo6i d6 viét. Hoan toan im lang. Thi€éu anh
sang thianh bat den. Can githianh déap cua. Nuéc
ngot, thudc 14, diém day du. Toi giao anh ba chuc
trang gidy trang da danh so tii 1 dén 30. Anh c6
quyén gach xéa nhung cam bdi lem dé khong thé
doc dugc nhiing cau gach xda va cam x¢é bd bat
ci mot tG gidy nao. Anh hiéu chu, James?

— Toi hiéu.

— Nguoi ta da ddn anh nhiéu lan?

— Vang.

— Lan nay van thé. N¢ rat 16 gich, vi la thu
tuc. Dinh cu & nuéc My ciing phai khai quat di
vang cua minh. Anh tai dinh cu trén dat My, hiéu

chua?

— T6i hiéu.



120 | Duyén Anh

— Tot. Anh binh tinh viét, dling quén mot chi
tiét nao. Cd thong tha viét, thanh khén viét. Dén
gié com, ngudi ta dua anh vé phong.

Nang dan chang dén chiéc ban nhd. Va nang
boé chang mdt minh trong phong, mé cta budc
ra, khong quén khép lai. “Diing lo lang vé mang
song minh, phai an gi, uéng gi.» James Fisher hut
hét diéu Winston, uéng can ntia hop Coke thi bat
dau viét tu khai. Sau cdi phan So yéu ly lich nhép
dé, chang ty thap mdt ngon den hdi tudng cuc
sang chiéu roi vao than phan chang tu nién thiéu.
James bat dau nhin lai nhiing budc chan kho
dai doc bo sdng Rio Grande. Cam xtc dao dat,
chang viét nhiing trang tuyét dep vé tudi ngoc,
vé nhiing nam xanh, nhiing thang biéc, nhiing
ngay hong trén qué huong My, duéi mdi nha ém
am gia dinh. Ngudi cha luong thién. Ngudi me
hién lanh. Hai dia em ngdy tho, ngoan ngoan.
Cha me chang khong bao gio cai nhau, chi noi
v6i nhau nhiing 16i tinh nghia, chi néi vé nhiing
nguoi tot va nhiing cau chuyén dep. Vay quanh
nién thi€u chang la cugc song than tién tinh nho.
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O day, ngudi ta vao nha thd tim hén nao thi ra
khoi nha thd van tdim hon dy. Moi ngudi chao
nhau, tham hoi nhau khi gap nhau ngoai phé.
Dong doi ém a. Long ngudi rong mé. Loc troi vo
ké. Néu c6 thi chti nghia nao trium 1én cudc sdng
chi la cht nghia thuong yéu. Ngudi 16n khuyén
tré con c6 lam viéc thién d€ khai phai xung toi.

James da say mé viét nhiing thang nam dep
nhat doi ngudi. Chang quén chang dang & tu.
Chang ngd chang 1a nha van, la Mark Twain sang
tac The adventures of Tom Sawyer, la Marcel
Proust ghi chép A larecherche du temps perdu, la
Charles Dickens viét David Copperfields, la Er-
nest Hemingway hoi ky tudi nhé. Cé luc, James
ngling lai d€ nhé mot cau bat hu cua Dostoievski
trong Les freres Karamazov: Khong c6 gi manh
liét, tinh khiét bang nhiing ky niém au thoi song
vGi cha me dudi mai nha ém am. Khi vao doi,
néu ta nhé hét nhiing ky niém thanh thién do, ta
sé hoan toan dugc ctiu rdi. Néu ta chi nhé mot ky
niém thoi, ta cling sé dugc ctiu rdi. James Fisher
da nhé hét nhing ky niém tho du nhd ngudi ta
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bat chang thap ngon deén hoi tudng. “Phuc cho ké
buon tham, bdi sé dugc an 0i” James da dugc an
ui. Chang da dugc an ti 6 viing doi budn tham
nhat. Di vang cta chang hién ra ngat thom hoa
dong cd noi. James nang trang tu khai, hit ha ky
niém.

Chang cham diéu thudéc méi, vua hut via
nuot mat ngot hoa nién ctia chang. Réi chang cam
cui viét. James di tim goc cay ci, dua lung nghe
chim hoét. Chang di kiém manh ngdi ném ngang
trén mdt ho. Chang tung taing mua xuan. Chang
chay nhdy mua he. Chang rdo budc mua thu.
Chang tho than mua dong. Dong song kia chang
da sdc sua nudc bai tap boi v6 long. Khu rung
no chang da lac duéng méu mao. Con chao mao
nay hoét hay vo ta. Chu budém ay bay lugn xinh
ghé. James td mui khoi chiéu ngay ngat. James ta
mau nang sém mao ho. Méi tinh tho ruc r&. Dua
em tan trudng, ngap ngling mai mdi noi chia tay.
Nam bén em trén cd, then thung chang ddm hon
em... James Fisher mé mai viét. Chang cam giac
hanh phuc khi viét ky niém au thoi. Chang viét
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quén doi. Nhung ngudi ta cat ngang nguon cam
hting ctia chang. Ngudi ta rinh dang lac.

James vé phong. Chang da no né ky niém.
Chang khong thiét an, khong thiét ngt trua.
Chang nao ntc viét tiép. Tuy nhién, James van
phai &n. An xong, chang nim moi méc tri nhé
xem con quén nhiing ky niém nao. Xé€ trua, nguoi
ta dan changlén choé lam viéc cua chang. Chi Mai
ngoi doi chang 6 ban gidy ctia nang.

— Sang nay anh viét dugc bao nhiéu trang,
James?

— C6 chua doc?
— Toi sé doc khi anh viét xong.
— Muodi trang.

— Kha qua. Pa lau khong cam but, anh c6 bi
moi tay khong?

— C4¢ 1é hing tha 1am t6i quén moi tay.
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— Tot. Anh hting tha la anh thanh khan.
Chung t6i xét dodn tu tuéng con ngudi qua hanh
dong. Su hting thu ctia anh la moét khdéi sy tién
bo. Anh diing sg hét gidy. Toi sé dua thém néu ba
muoi trang khong dt cudc doi anh tit ndm anh
mudi tudi dén khi anh bi bat. Chiéu nay, trudc
gio vé phong, anh x€p gon nhiing trang tu khai
cua anh bd vao tam bia.

— T6i nhé.

— D€ anh lam viéc yén tinh. Can gi, anh ct
dép cta.

- Vang.

Nang ra khoi phong. James dot diéu thudc,
doc lai nhiing trang viét vé thang nam dep nhat
mot doi ngudi clia chang. James bang long qua.
Chang khong ngd au thoi ctia chang rang ngoi
thé. Chang da song tron ven thud dau doi tuyét
di¢u. James cdm on nhiing trang tu khai nay. b6
la chiéc vé 1én tau hoa chay vé qué huong tuoi
nhd. Chang chuyén sang san trudng. James viét
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16p hoc, thay c6, ban bé. Chang con nhé hét tén
thay cd. James ghi 1én ty khai. Nhiing thang ban
hién lanh, nhiing thang ban nghich nggm tiéu
hoc, James ta ludn hinh ddng, tinh tinh. James ca
ngoi mua hé tinh nho & ti€u bang Texas. Chang
noi téi cac cudc choi, cac tro choi hoc tro. Ky niém
chia phe danh tran gia, ddnh moi da do, danh
bon nhdc con Mé, James chua quén. Thoi ti€u
hoc cua chang sinh ddng tai san trudng, san cd
va bd song Rio Grande. Cam hting ctia d6i song
James Fisher bat nguo6n tii dong Rio Grande nhu
cam hung sang tac cia Mark Twain bat nguodn tu
dong Mississippi nhu cam hing van chuong Hoa
Ky bat nguén tti Tom Sawyer.

James chuyén doan sang c6 bé ma lim dong
tién, rang khénh, nhat hon tho Susan McCareen.
Chang gdp Susan & dau, lam quen nang thé nao,
to tinh ra sao, James phang phing viét. Chang
khong ngan ngai pho dién tinh yéu mdng tudng
cta chang. James mo ta lan dau tién hon moi Su-
san. Va chang ngay ngat, diing but. Chang phai
kéo vai hoi thuéc méi ti€p tuc viét chuyén tinh
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cua chang. Susan con nha ngheo. Nang y hét mot
nhén vat ni trong cau chuyén tam cdm cua Kath-
erine Frobes, nhan dé Maman’s account bank.
Nang cé ba me tuyét diéu, sudt ddi chi lo cho
chong con. Khong cd giai cap trong tinh yéu. Cha
me nang va cha me chang chap nhén tinh yéu
cta chang va nang. Susan dén nha James. James
dén nha Susan. D¢ 1a thu tinh yéu hai gia dinh
than nhau trong doi song tinh nhé ém dém, dao
ddc. James nggi ca nhan sac, tinh nét ctia Susan.
Chang mo udc sé cudi nang khi tét nghiép dai
hoc.

Chang viét sang quang ddi sinh vién tran day
nhua song. James Fisher & trong hoi tuyén bong
16 ctia trudng. Chang la than tugng cua sinh vién
va thanh nién tiéu bang. It khi James ném bong
ra ngoai ludi. Chang hoi tuéng nhiing gidi bong
r6 vO dich My Quoc ma chang da tham dy va
doat giai. Thoi tiéu hoc, thoi trung hoc va thoi
dai hoc cua chang ruc r6 nhu dong séng Rio
Grande dudi anh mat tréi mua ha. Cudc doi cu
thé ém a troi, néu chién tranh Viét Nam da chdm
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dit vao ndm 1968. Nam 1969, chang nhap ngi,
chua kip cudi Susan. Chang hen sé cudi nang khi
gidi ngl. James viia xudt tran, phi vu dau tién cua
chang bi Sam 6 ha roi. Tu do, chang nam bep &
cac cachots ctia cong san Viét Nam. Dén nay da
tam nam!

James cham dut chd dé. Chang viét viia gon
ba muoi trang gidy dong thua. Chang doc lai,
doc lai. R6i chang xép ngay ngan bd vao tdm bia.
James ngoi hut thuoc, uéng nudc. Chang khong
cam thdy mét mai. Lan dau tién, tu ngay bi cam
tu, James viét ty khai thodi mai. Nhiing lan trudc,
James viét van tat vi ngudi ta ngdi trudc mat
chang, ra 1énh cho chang va bat chang viét theo y
ngudi ta. Bay gid, khac han. «Tit ca da thay d6i.»
Co that vay ching? «Anh nén quén chuyén cia
di.» James tham thi: «Su khoé khédn ngay nao du
cho ngay ay.» Anh tin Thugng dé€, anh tin Chua
Jesus, chang con chi phai lo lang.

Chi Mai da day ctia budc vao.

— Chiéu nay anh viét dugc mdy trang?
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Chang dap:

— Toi da viét xong.

Nang tron xoe mat:

— Anh vugt chi tiéu roi day, James.
Chang néi:

— Vi t6i hung thu.

Nang cuoi:

— Toi sé doc, c6 thé sudt dém.
Chang hdi:

— CO doc subt dém?

Nang gat dau:

— Cudc doi cia mot ngudi doc sudt dém la it.
Toi hy vong anh sé khong phai viét lai.

Nang ngd chang ddm dam:
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— Chua c6 tu nhéan nao viét tu khai moét lan

Nang vuét toc mai:

— Anh vé phong nghi ngoi. Dém nay anh sé
nhtic may dau ngdn tay day!

Nguoi ta dan chang vé phong. James tam
g0i va an com chiéu. Chang nam nhin ngon den
vang hiu hat, tha hon vé Nudc Trdi. «Phiic cho ké
chiu bat bé vi sy cong nghia, béi Nudc Troi la cua
ké dy.” Chang khong them suy nghi vé than phan
chang ntia, Chi Mai ndi dung. Dau ngdn tay cdi
va ngon tay tro cta chang bat dau nhitc. ba lau
chang khong viét, lai vi€t nhiing ba muoi trang,
cac ngon tay bi dau la chuyén thudng. James hoan
toan binh yén. Bém tu hoan toan binh yén. Ngay
tu hoan toan binh yén. Ddi ti hoan toan binh
yén. James sung suéng vo cung vi chang khong
can van dung hoi tuéng ntia. Di vang ctia chang
da nhap vao hién tai ctia chang. Bat cu lac nao
chang can di vang, chang khé goi. La no téi vo
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vé chang, ru chang ngti quén hién tai doi doan.
Chang khong con lo lang ngay mai. What will be,
will be...

James ngl ngon, hét giat minh, mé sang.
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11.

— Toi rat tiéc, James a!

— Toi phai viét lai ty khai?

- Dung.

— Toi sé viét lai.

— Anh biét diéu lam.

— Toi viét gi?

— Tt ndm anh mudi tudi dén khi anh bi bat.

— C0 ¢6 thé cho to6i muogn lai ban tu khai toi
da viét?
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— Rat tiéc 1a khong.

— Toi bat dau?

— Phai, v6i ba muoi trang gidy trang méi da
ghi s0.

James Fisher ngoi viét ty khai lan tha hai.
Chang khdi sy ti nhitng budc chan chim doc bo
song Rio Grande, van hting thu nhung toc d¢ viét
ctia chang cham han. Vi nhiing ngén tay cdm but
bi sung tdy. Cudc dgi chang ti ndm mudi tudi
dén khi chang bi bat lai bo trén nhiing trang gidy.
James viét hai ngay méi xong. Chi Mai khong hé
phién trach. Chang day da thudc 14, nudc ngot,
ca phé. Chang m¢t minh mot phong, tu do va yén
tinh. Nang doc ban tu khai thd hai ctia chang,
lac dau “rat tiéc”. James viét ban tu khai thi ba.
Chang c6 gang viét kin ba muoi trang gidy. May
ngon tay cam but cua chang da b6t dau. James
khong hiéu tai sao Chi Mai chua hai long. Va
nang cting khong ndi ly do phai viét lai.

— Toi rat tiéc, James a!
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— C0 khong dong y.

— Phai néi anh khong dong y véi anh.
— T6i da viét ba lan.

— Ba lan anh viét khac nhau. Toi chi yéu cau
hai lan giong nhau la d4. Anh viét ba lan ba cudc
doi ctia ba con nguoi!

— Co6 cho phép t6i doc ca ba ban dé€ co6 so
sanh.

— James, anh da biét diéu, nén tié€p tuc biét
diéu. Tu nhan khong dugc quyén yéu sach. Anh
dugc doc ndi quy nha tu chua?

— Chua.

— “Triét dé thi hanh ménh lénh cua can bd”
Anh viét lai tu khai.

— Bat dau?

— Phai, tU ndm anh mudi tudi dén khi anh bi
bat.



134 | Duyén Anh

James viét tu khai 1an thu tu. James viét tu
khai lan tht nam. Lan tht sau. Lan tht bay. Lan
thd tam. Lan thd chin. Lan thd mudi, vé cudc
ddi chang tii ndm chang mudi tudi dén khi chang
bi bat. Dén lan thi ba muoi, au tho chang, nién
thiéu chang, thanh xuan chang, ky niém chang,
tinh yéu chang, mo udc chang, hanh phtc chang,
gia dinh chang, trudng 16p chang, thay c6 chang,
ban bé chang, noi chon rau cat rén chang, dong
song chang, canh dong chang, khu riing chang,
ngon nui chang, san cd chang ngam ngui léch
théch dat diu nhau lé trén nhiing trang ty khai
quai dan. Di vang di. Di vang vé. Di vang bo. Di
vang lét. Divang nhdy. Di vang chay. Divang vap.
Di vang nga. Di vang t6i. Di vang lui. Di vang
nam nghiéng. Di vang nam ngtia. Tudi hong cta
James bi bam dép. Thang ngay dep nhat doi ngudi
cua James bi ddm chém. James so hai, James kinh
hoang viét vé di vang, vé au tho, vé gia dinh, vé
trudng l6p, vé tinh yéu. Ngudi linh My tén la
James Fisher, tam hon thanh thién, biéu tugng
sang chdi cua cdi that, cdi tot, cai dep cua dan tdc
My, tham du chién tranh & Viét Nam khong hé
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mang theo y thic h¢, khong hé nhin danh cha
nghia tu ban, chi dap theo tiéng goi clia t6 qudc
yéu dau, dang bi quay chong mat trong tro choi
cta y thtic hé. Va tro choi mang tén ty khai, mot
kiéu tra tan tinh thin tinh vi nhat, doc dc nhat
trong thoi dai ma bong t61 da phu kin luong tri
loai ngudi.

James Fisher bo phd, hoc hac. Chua Jesus
khong bi viét tu khai nhu James Fisher nén ngai
mdi binh than noéi: «Diing lo lang chi vé ngay mai,
vi ngay mai sé tu lo lang cho ngay mai.» James
da thdm don ty khai. Chang lo lang ngay mai v
cung. Chang s¢ hai ngay mai. Ngay mai quan
quai hon hom nay. Ngay mai, chang nhin rd
moéng vudt n6 nhon hoat cao cau dau dc chang;
chang nhin ré rang n6 sac bén gam nham than
kinh chang. Trén nhiing trang gidy hai hung. Mot
cay but, mot xap gidy. Nhé bé va ém ai. Thé ma
but va gidy da khién chang ban loan, dién khung.
James chi muén chét dé khoi viét ty khai. Bay
gio chang mdi hi€éu nha tu cong san va sy khoan
hong, nhan dao cong san. Tam nam chiu dung
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thong kho duéi ham d4, trong cac cachots, James
da chiu dung ndi va sé chiu dung hoai cho téi
ngay nhan «phan thudng trén troi.» Nhung tu
khai, chang khong htia hen lan «no du sy cong
nghia,» dau tu khai cudc doi chang tii ndm chang
mudi tudi dén khi cbang bi bat.

Nang Chi Mai chidng thém xtc dong. Chang
viét tu khai lan thi ndm muoi thi ba muoi trang
gidy thiia qua nhiéu. «Toi rat tiéc, James a!» James
khong thé viét tu khai ntta. Than kinh cta chang
cing thing. Chi Mai khong tha chang, khong
may may trac an. Nang bay thém chi tiét cta
tro choi. James sap dn, nang goi 1én viét ty khai.
James dang ngu, nang goi lén viét ty khai. James
mét moi, nang goi lén viét ty khai. James 6m dau,
nang goi lén viét ty khai. Roi James hét them an,
chan ngh. James gy go, xanh xao. Mat James
thAm quing. R4u ria James tua tta. James chang
con biét chang da viét gi. James mat ty cht. James
hon mé khi viét ty khai. James viét bay ba. James
viét thu cho cha me. James viét nhiing 16i thuong
nhé Susan McCareen. James viét 16i quoc ca.
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James vé ban d6 nudc My. James lam tho. James
goi Thugng dé. James cau ctiu Chua Jesus. Vao
dang luc James té liét dé sai khién nhit, bao sao
lam vy mién la dling bat viét ty khai cudc doi
minh tii nam muoi tudi dén ngay bi bat thi Chi
Mai goi chang 1én van phong ctia nang.

— James, anh viét bao nhiéu lan roi, nhé kho-
ng?

— Bdy muoi.

— Sai.

— Sau muoi.

— Sai. C6 nhé di!

— Toi khong nhé.

— Mot tram mudi hai 1an!
Chi Mai nhoén miéng cuoi:

— Chua phai la ky luc ty khai.
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James hoi hop chd dgi, mét cau n6i ma chang
so hai nghe. Nang c6 tinh nin thinh. Nang khodi
kéo dai su lo lang ctia James Fisher. Con so6i cai
mudn von con cliu non mém nhiin, ngd quy roi
mdi rut ruot.

— James!

— Toi nghe.

— Toi rat tiéc, James a!
James Fisher choang vang.

— 'Toi rat tiéc nhiing lan sau cung, anh viét
lung tung. Anh mét moi, anh ra rugi roi, ha?

Chang thanh that:

— Phai, t6i ra ruoi roi.

Nang phan van giay lat:

— Anh viét 1an chot, mot 1an thoi.

Chang hé6t hoang:
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— Tt ndm mudi tudi dén khi bi bat.

Nang lac dau:

— Khong. Cai ay ké nhu xong, trti phi anh
mudn viét niia. A, anh sé chon lua hoic viét cai
mdéi hodc tiép tuc cai ci.

Chang rudn nguai:
— Toi viét cai méi.
Nang chong tay 1én cam:

— Cai mdi that ngan. Vai cau thoi. Anh da ra
rugi, dé toi doc, anh viét cho nhanh.

Chang hdi:
— Ra sao?
Nang dap:

— N6 la cai mau ma nhiing tu binh My khac
da khai trudc ngay hoi huong.
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Nang gid v4 go ngon tay vao tran:

— Ctia trung ta phi cong Kirk Powell. Ong
ta viét, cac tu binh viét theo ky tén ro6i doc vao
mdy ghi am. Anh sé viét cdi do, sé ky tén, sé
doc vao mdy ghi am va sé vé My. Nhu vay: Ban
tu khai. Toi la James Fisher, s6 quan..., cdp bac
trung si, chiic vu ky su chuyén vién co khi, doan
vién phi hanh doan B52, bi bat lam tu binh ngay
thang ndm 1972 tai Viét Nam. Toi cuc luc 1én an
bon dau ndo chién tranh Nha Trang va Lau Nam
Go&c da gay chién tranh ban thiu ¢ Viét Nam. Toi
da khudc tu hoi huong, tinh nguyén & lai giap
nhan dan Viét Nam anh hung xay dung lai dat
nudc cua HO Chi Minh. Va hom nay t6i tré vé
M. Ky tén: James Fisher.

James Fisher chot hiéu. Con ran ngoi trudc
mdt chang. N6 xui chang dn trdi tdo tdi 16i. Mot
ludng dién huyén di¢u nao do vua xet ngang dau
6c chang, gitp chang tinh tdo, sang sudt va khién
chang hét mét moi, ra rugi.

Chi Mai hat ham:
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— Dé ha, James?

James dling day, diing thang:

— Co Chi Mai, tdi rat tiéc.

Nang sang giong:

— Anh khong viét?

Chang van diing thang, ngdng mit:
— Toi rat tiéc.

Nang gat gu:

— Khong sao. Anh sé lai viét tu khai cudc doi
anh tif nam anh mudi tudi dén khi anh bi bat.

Chang nghiéng minh:
— Rét vinh du.
Nang mim moi:

— Va nhiing hé luy chap chung.
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James Fisher v€ phong. Chang tu trach chang
da khong suy nghi vé tro choi tu khai. Néu chang
suy nghi, chang da c6 mot két luan vé tro choi
man rg do. N6 muon chang sa doa tinh than, ra
ruoi thé xac délam gi? Bay gio chang v& 1€. N6 bat
chang chong déi t6 qudc chang. N6 da bat chang
chong doi chinh chang. N6 bao chang nhan toi
ac gay chién tranh. No bat lyc. N6 thua cudc. N6
trd thu chang, day doa chang. Chang phai phan
dau dé ton tai. N6 van bam sat chang. N6 lai bat
chang chéng déi t6 qudc chang. Lan nay tinh vi
hon, dao dién ky luéng hon, tham doc hon. N6
lam lung lay niém tin ctia chang. N6 lam ran v&
ddc tin cta chang. Thugng dé da ctu rdi chang.
Thuong dé dang c6 mdt & day, rat gan gii chang.
James tiép tuc phan dau dé xting y Thugng dé.
Nuéc My da thua trdn nhung linh My khong
bao gi¢ thua tran. James Fisher khong thua tran.
Nguoi linh James Fisher sé chién thang, phai
chién thang.

Chang dugc tht thach ngay. Chi Mai goi
chang lén viét ty khai su6t ngay khong cho én.
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Chi Mai goi chang lén viét ty khai su6t dém kho-
ng cho ngu. Chang binh than viét, nhan nha viét,
hiing thu viét thoi tho au ctia chang. James biét
chac chan Thugng d€ hién dién quanh chang.
Thuong d€ nang chang 1én cao. Thuong dé ngu
& vy chi phan dau cua chang, 6 danh du va long
td hao cua chang. Chi Mai trong chd phut giay
James ra rugi, guc xuéng, van lay nang viét theo
161 nang doc. Nang da that vong. James Fisher
khong phai la cong ti My. Chang la ngudi linh, 1a
con ngudi dugc toi luyén trong thong khd, nhuc
nhan. Chang da tré thanh thanh thép ngudi.
Nang kho long cho vao xiéc. Sy thanh that cua
James Fisher, tAim hon thanh thién ctia James Fi-
sher da vuot qua tro choi cua y thic hé. «Phuc
cho ké nhu mi, béi sé thuia tho dat.»

Quan thdo James lién ti€p ngay dém tu khai
hai tuan vo6 hiéu qua. Chi Mai ngting cudc choi.
Nang chua tuyét vong. Con nhting hé luy chap
chuing, nang da doa James Fisher.
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12.

— Ngay mai, cho thang gidc My vao conex,
khong chan chiéu. Bat n6 16t 4o ra.

Tén giam thi trai Ly Ba So ghi chép chi thi
ctia Chi Mai. Han nhién, nang la d6i tugng lanh
dao trung uong tuong lai. Gidm thi chi la tén cai
nguc ma thanh tich ba muoi nam coi ti méi leo
lén chic thu trudng nha lao. Gidm thi hét suc
cung kinh nang. Gidy giéi thiéu ma vién dai ta
tinh bdo thudc Bo ndi vu viét da da dé giam thi
khiép sg nang. Hudng chi nang dugc toan quyén
xu ly James Fisher ¢ gidy cong tdc. Chi Mai &
mot phong riéng danh cho lanh dao trung uong.
Nang hudng tiéu chudn an udng cdp uy vién
Trung uong Dang.
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— Cho n6 an uong quy ché ky luat.

Nang bé bao tay:
— Khong c¢é x6 phan tiéu trong conex.
Nang dap manh tay xuéng mdt ban:

— Vai khuc cti 16n dét gan conex ban ngay.
Chap t6i, dap tat ngay. Tudi nhiéu nudc vao cho
hét hoi nong. Tudilén ca conex. Thé da, giai doan
mot.

Giam thi ra khoi phong. Chi Mai chdng tay
1én cdm nghi nggi. Khuén mat nang cau c6. Nang
mat cdi dang dap hom dau tién gdp James Fisher.
Ngudinit dang vién cong san mang mau cong san
tu trong bung me cting mat ludn cai vé kiéu diém
day nii tinh khi nang xuat hién trong cac Dai su
quan Cong hoa xa hoi chti nghia Viét Nam & Au
Chau. Ngudi cong san thich nghi véi hoan canh
xa hoi rat dé. Chi Mai c6 thé dén bat cti dau, song
bat cu phuong tién nao néu Pang muon. Nang
dang song nhiing ngay tuyét v4i & Paris thi Dang
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goi vé. Chi Mai tudng nang sé€ c6 co hoi dao choi
tha d6 Ha Noi, tham ban bé ¢l sau mudi nam xa
cach. Nang khong ng6é Dang giao ph6 nhiém vu
tdy ndo mot tén ti binh My da bi giam nhot tam
ndm gitia ring gia Thanh Hoéa. Dang danh gia
nang rat cao, biét nang du kha nang hoan thanh
cong tac nay va bat nang ha quyét tam. Nghién
ciu ho so James Fisher, nang thay James Fisher
chi la tén ti binh My tdm thudng. James khong
phai tinh bdo quan déi. Mot ky su co khi bi git
lai, d4u kin chi vi James la con trai dan biéu Al-
lan Fisher, mét dan biéu cong hoa diéu hau day
uy tin va quyén thé. Chi Mai véi va liét James
Fisher vao loai cong tti My dé cho vao xiéc. Nang
von khinh thuong thanh nién My, ké ca bon sinh
vién phan chién. Chi Mai da tling giat giay sinh
vién phén chién Au Chau. Nang thdy bon nay dé
khich dong. Ching chang hiéu chién tranh 1a gj,
Viét Nam & dau. Nhung ct thoa man ty di cua
chung la chiing chong dé quéc My xam lugc ngay,
chung lam dang nhan dao, a dua va mu quéng.
Can chi chuyén dd, mién c6 lgi cho Dang cta
nang. Thanh nién My nong can, kién thtc chinh
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tri mi mo, quen song ich ky. Phan chién 1a dip
pho dién sy lién déi quoc té ctia ching.

Nang da nham khi dung d¢ James Fisher.
Hinh nhu tha doan, du tinh quai cach may, van
bi v6 hiéu hoda doi v6i nhiing con ngudi thanh
that dén khu khd. James Fisher la loai ngudi
dé. Hon ca loai nguoi dd, chang dugc hap thu
nén gido duc gia dinh t6t dep, nén gido duc ma
Dostoievski cho rang, nén tang ctia n6 la nhiing
ky niém thanh thién thoi tho du song duéi mai
nha ém am v6i cha me, nén gido duc gia dinh
dich thuc My va mot dtc tin. Hai thad d6 trang
bi cho James Fisher vao d&i. Vay thi James Fisher
la ngudi co gido duc, c6 dtc tin, thanh that dén
khu kho. Nang da t6 ra thanh that véi nhiing sy
that lam dau dén chang. Chang dau dén thanh
that. Chang ndi ndéi dau dén lam con nguoi
khon 16n. Nang dan du chang: N6i dau dén 1am
chang khon ra. Chang da khon 16n bang nhiing
tro choi khon 16n cua nang. Va chang da khon
ra. Chang biét dung thing, ngdng mat: «Toi rat
tiéc.» Chang rat tiéc khong thé chong déi té6 quoc
chang. Vi chang thanh that, mai mai chung thuy



148 | Duyén Anh

v6i long thanh that. Chang c6 bon diu nio chién
tranh nao xdi duc chang tham du chién tranh ca.
Chang la cong dan My nhu bat ct cong dan mot
nudc van minh, dan chl nao, chang yéu t6 quoc
va c6 bdn phan doéi véi té qubc. Bon phén cta
thanh nién My la dén tudi trudng thanh thi phai
thi hanh nghia vu quan su. James Fisher di quan
dich, lam nghia vy d6i véi t6 qudc, chién dau vi
t0 quoc. James van tin sy that nhu thé. Chang
thanh that bay t6 thai do thanh that cua minh.
Chang khong muon gian doi véi chinh minh. Do
dd, chang da phai chiu dung nhiéu oan khién.
Dau phai chiu dung thém, chang clng chap
nhan. Chi Mai xdo quyét da khong lam lay dong
con ngudi chan that James Fisher.

Tu &i cua nang noi 1én, nang sé danh nat
su ngoan c6 thanh that ctia James. Ngudi cong
san luon ludn tu hao su kién tri cua ho la Ita
dot chay thép, la nudc xody mon da. Nang da ha
quyét tam v6i Dang hoan thanh cong tac. Nang
sé hoan thanh. Dan tdc nang da chién thang giac
MY, nang khong thé thua mot tén ti binh My.
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Chi Mai budéc ra khoi phong. Nang dén cho
nhét James Fisher ngay mai. Cai conex da san
sang. Nang md ctia. Bén trong sat hoen ri. Mui
hoi ham kho ta cta ton ri va phan tiéu lau ngay
lam Chi Mai budn non. Conex biét 1ap han véi
cac tu nhan chinh tri khdc. Khong mét th nhan
nao c6 thé biét trai Ly Ba So giam nho6t mot tu
binh My dic biét.

Chi Mai dao quanh trai. Gid chiéu khién
nang dé chiu. Nang tré lai van phong. Lanh dao
ctia nang cho nang thdi gian vo han dinh. Chi
Mai khong thich kién tri véi James Fisher nta.
Nang can phai bo khu riing gia nay cang sém
cang t6t. Nang sé vé Ha Noi rdi sang Au Chau.
Tu nhién, Chi Mai nhé lai méi tinh dau cta nang
& Moscou, moi tinh tho mong da tan v& dau dén.
Mot thodng buodn len 18i vao tam tu nang. Chi
Mai voi vang xua dudi ngay. Nang khong muon
nhd, khong ddm nhd ntta. Nang s¢ hai diéu gi
do, chdng bao gid noi dugc.

Chi Mai nhan chudéng. Ga cai nguc ddy ctia
Vao.
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— T6i mudn thang giac My vao conex ngay

bay gid.
G4 cai nguc dung nghiém:

— Tuén 1énh dong chi.
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James Fisher nam trong conex nhu con dé
P nim trong hop diém. Conex, Container
exchange, cai thung uén bang ton vudng van moi
bé hai mét, ngusi My dung dé chia hang hoa,
chién cy, chuyén xuong tau chd sang Viét Nam.
Sau khi rut khoi Viét Nam, ngudi My vat lai nhiéu
thi. Vai thi dang k€& la cong, khoa, dui cui va
conex. Cai conex nhdt James Fisher dugc mang
ti Da Nang ra, bdy tdm nam ro6i. San phidm cua
dé qudc My bi cong san ché bién, thém that. Nhu
chti nghia nay lay cam huing ctia chu nghia no.
Ngudi ta sdng tao thu ctia méi cho cdi hdp nhot
nguoi. Cua luon ludn hé md viua du tho canh tay
ra. Sgi gidy xich ltung lo gitia ké hd deo 6 khoa
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nhan hiéu USA. Tu nhan hit thé qua cai khe gio6
bun xin dé. James v6 conex budi t6i hom qua.

Ngudi ta chi cho chang mac mot chiéc quan.
James da trdi qua mot dém hé luy ctia nhiing hé
luy chap chung. Chang phai ding di mi sat khe
gi6 dé tranh mui phén ti€u luu ctiu, mui tén ri
sét. Dia nguc, chac chan, thi€éu mui vi nay. N6
lam cay mat, nghet thd. N6 khién hon mé nhu
bi xdng mé hon huong. Nhung khong thé diing
mai gan khe gio. B&i vi, cang vé khuya, mdi ngon
gi6 lta vo co ho mdi mii ki€ém dam budt co thé
chang. Lui vao va tranh ki€m gid, James bi ngti
thu mui khong tim thay 6 bat cit moét cachot, mot
hdm da nao trong nguc tu nhan loai ké ty thuo
loai nguoi biét xay dung nguc tu dé giam nhot
lan nhau.

Chang khong thé ngo6i, khong thé nam trén
ton lanh ri sét va phéan tiéu kho quanh da nhu
16p xi mang méng trang san phong. James dung.
Chang cam gidc dau chang sé dung ndc conex
néu chang kiéng chan. James dua hai tay ap nguc
bao vé phoi. Lanh qua, chang chay tai cho. Roi
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chang phdng nhiing trdi ddm manh vao khong
khi y hét vo s hong mao tap luyén. Suong riing
xuong nhiéu, tu diy trén mai conex va chdy
quanh conex. Cai thung nhot ngudi bién thanh
cai ti lanh. James nham mat, nghién rang chiu
dung cuc hinh, cyc hinh ma nang Chi Mai bao la
hé luy. Chang dting co ro, chang chay suét dém.
bén khi nghe tiéng kéng tu, ti€éng chim hdt ca
ngoi binh minh, James thdm nghi: «Su khé khéan
dém qua da du cho dém qua.» Chang chd dgi sy
khoé khédn ctia hom nay.

James b6t lanh dan. Mét trdi lén cao chiling
nao, chang am dp chiing ay. Gan trua, suong kho
han trén néc conex. Nang nhiét d6i bat dau khiéu
vl hoan lac. Conex hap hoi. Ngudi ta dot cti cach
hop nhot chang ntia thudce. Qua trua, conex la cai
16 banh mi va James Fisher, mot con ngudi nhu
moi con ngudi, hoa ra chiéc banh béi nhiing con
nguoi muc ra trai tim va da ghép tim méi bang
y thtic hé. James lai nhay choi choi. Chang giong
con vit song bi ném vao chdo khoé rang béng. Con
vit khé long bay. N6 co cdng nhanh bu6ng cang
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vOi y hét diéu vi lién hoan bao cdo toi ac. Mat
né cau van chong chét. Mau don hét xudng chan
nd. N6 chét. Va con ngudi cat chan con vit ndu
nuéng moén an ngon thudng thuc. James cling
giong con ca via v6t dudi ho lén bi liéng vo chao
m& so6i. Con cé giay danh dach ro6i dudi dai than
c4, vang chin thom lting. James thi chi toat mo
hoi. M6 hdi x61 xa tudn ra khong ngling. James
da dugc tam hoi cdng san.

Chang khat nudc kho ¢6. Chang thém nudc.
Nudc trong co thé chang sap kho can. Mau trong
co thé chang sap kho can. C6 mot dai han ghé
gém nut né thit James Fisher. Chang tp mat vao
khe gid. Ludi chang the ra, dong day nhu ludi
con cho khat nudc. Ngudoi ta dgi dung luc do,
hat tling ca nudc trang mat chang. James nudt
nhting giot nudc. Chang uon lugi lén moi nhap
nhap nudc. Rbi chang ha héc miéng chd nguoi
ta hat nuéc d€ c6 mot ngum day. Nguai ta khong
muon James chét khat, chi muén James khat va
them nudc. Chang cang mat nhin x4 nudc bén
ngoai conex. Chang ao udc dugc bung ca xo,
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vuc mat xuong ma uéng. Khong, noéi udc ao cua
James mai mai la uéc ao, & cdi conex ghé rgn nay.
Chang chi c6 thé liém tling giot nudc, khong thé
udng tting ngum nudc. Chang van ha hoc miéng
dgi mot ngum nudc tat trung miéng. Chang sé
nudt voi vang cai ngum hanh phuc dé.

Su chd dgi clia James chang bao gid xay dén.
Khi chang ha miéng 16n, ngudi ta hat nudc xudng
nguc chang, xudng bung chang, xudéng chan
chang. Nhu thé, n6i udc ao nu6ét mot ngum nude
ctia chang tang truong. Su khat hai hing hon su
doi. Khat la dong, déi la tinh. Con ngudi dé dang
boc 16 su yéu hen, su dé tién khi bi khat kho dén
l6ng xuong 6ng tiy. Nguoi ta nhin James. Chang
ding sdt ctia conex, mii, mi¢ng va hai ntita con
mat dinh chat vao khe gi6. Lu6i chang van the
ra, dong day. Miéng chang van ha hoc. Ngudi ta
cudi, d6 x6 nudc tudi dat va bo di. James tuyét
vong. Chang ngd chang sé chét khat, sap chét
khat. Conex hap hoi. Nang tu trén ndc xody stc
néng phit phang xuong James. Ltia dot gan do
dong 16a v6i nang phi vao James. Nhiing giot
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nudc bam vo than thé chang da la nudc néng.
Mo hdi tudn ra ndng theo ludn.

Bong ctia conex md& rong. Chi Mai xudt hién
cung hai ga cai nguc sing da 1én dan nham chang
chia hong. Chi Mai xach x6 nudéc 1a ddt ngay ctia
conex.

— James, anh u6ng di, mudn udng bao nhiéu,
tuy y.

Chang khong noi cam on trudc khi muc ca
nudc udng uing uc. James viia udng viia thé rong.
Chang uéng mot mach nam ca nudc thi thé roc,
mét pho.

— Ubng nta di, James!
Chang uong thém ca niia, ca niia...
— Nudc tuyét diéu ha, James?

Chang gat dau:
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— Ngudi My cac anh kiéu cach va vé sinh mot
cach dang lgm giong. Cac anh da khong them
udng nudc cua ching t6i. Cac anh dem nudc 1a
ti My sang, roi tu Phi Luat Tan sang ma uéng ma
tam ma rda tay. Nguoi My can dau kho dé biét
nodi dau khé ctia nhén loai, cAn xudng dia nguc
dé hiéu sy mo udc 1én thién dang ctia nhan loai,
can bat hanh dé diling phd hoai hanh phuc cta
nhén loai, can khat nuéc nhu anh dé khong ché
nudc cua thé gidi cham ti€én mat vé sinh. Nguoi
M¥ can hoc tap chung t6i, can hoc tap ngudi Viét
Nam, can hoc tip thua trdn & Viét Nam dé xting
dang lam ngudi.

James Fisher lang thinh. Nang giuc:

— Anh uéng niia di, uéng ntia di, James! Nudc
l1a Viét Nam da la hanh phuc cua anh ro6i dé. it
nhat, anh da udng mot cach say sua, uong khong
can héi nudc 1a cta ching t6i nhap cang tu My,
tt Phi Luat Tan hay chi la nuéc ao tu hoi ham.
Tat cd ngudi My sé udng nudc nhu anh viia udng
khi ho sap chét khat va ho sé déu cong nhin hanh
phuc ctia ho, hanh phuc dich thyc. Hanh phuc dy
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khong bao gio tim thay ¢ nhiing phi vu d6i bom
tan sat nhan loai.

Nang xach x6 nudc ra. Clia conex dong lai.
James Fisher da hét khat. Chang ding bu6n ba
gitia conex. Nhiing ca nudc la qua da 1a hanh
phuc cta chang, thd hanh phuc ngot ngao, mat
rugi chua bao gid chang dugc huéng. Chang chi
m&i hiéu gia tri tuyét voi ciia nudce 1a & cai conex,
cai 10 nuéng ngudi nay. Chi Mai no6i dung, hanh
phuc c¢6 tu bat hanh. Chang da tra gia qua dat dé
biét hanh phuc ¢ nhiing ca nudc la. Nguoi My
chua biét dau kho, noi dau kho xody mon tam
tuéng nhu James Fisher da dau kho, dang dau
kho. Ngudi My sg hai dau kho va ngusi My khong
dam biét dau kho. Con ngudi sinh ra d€ hudng
hanh phtc, khong phai d€ dau kho. Nhung ma
trdi dét lai khong hdn chi toan nhiing con ngudi
thita mda hanh phac. Tham vong hanh phuc ich
ky ctia ngudi nay tao ra dau kho cho ngudi khac.
Va loai ngudi dau kho nhiéu, hanh phuc it. Biét
dau kh6 d€ cam thong néi dau kho 1a diéu khong
tudng. Song chia sé hanh phuc ctia minh cho
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nguoi doéi khat hanh phuc thi c6 thé thuc hién
dugc. C6 1é, ngusi My chua lam néi st mang
dd. James Fisher hy vong, néu chang song sot, vé
nuéc My, chang sé lo muu cau hanh phtc cho
nguoi bat hanh. Vi chang da kinh qua dau kho,
da them khat nhiing thu don gian, tam thudng
trong luc can thiét nhat, khén cung nhat. Chang
da them mot ngum nudc 13, dd ha héc miéng
ch6 dgi ngum nudc 1a hanh phuc. James Fisher
1a ngudi My duy nhat dugc mac khai bang thong
kho. “Phuc cho ké doi khat vé su cong nghia, béi
sé dugc no du””

Chang khong x4u ho, khong nhuc nha chap
nhan cdi cung cach ngudi cong san doi xu véi
chang. Con ngudi sé tra 161 Thugng dé€ vé tdi ac
no6 da gay ra cho dong loai ctia né, vao ngay phan
xét. Khong ai c6 thé hon James trong tro choi ctia
y thuc hé¢, trong hinh phat cta thu han ctia cha
nghia. James la con ngudi binh thudng. Chang
khong phai la bac thanh tuan tiét cho thi dao
gi. Trén tat ca, chang la con ngudi chan thanh, la
con ngudi luong thién véi chinh ban than minh.
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Thé gidi sé dugc lam lai tot dep bdi nhiing tam
hon James Fisher.

Ngudi ta dem cho chang mot ca com va mot
ca nudc, khong thiic dn va khong ca muong nhuya.
James.

Can Song, can di dén cudi dudng hep, di dén
dich ctia su song. Chang than nhién béc com
an. James giong hét con khi di nhot & chudng
kin. Thugng d€ tao ra con ngudi. Cht nghia va
y thiic hé gido duc con ngudi doc ac. Nhung roi
con ngudi nhu mi va con ngudi doc ac déu sé
c6 phan thudéng & Nudc Trdi nhu ngudi cong
chinh va ké gid hinh vay. James dn com lat mét
cach ngon lanh. Chang nhai thong tha, nuét tu
tu. «DPling lo lang vé mang s6ng minh phai an
gi, udng gi.» Tudng chiing Thuong d€ 6 chung
conex v6i minh, dang b6éc com nhai nhu minh.
James cam gidc miéng com trén dudng hep ngot
lu, ngon gap may lan banh mi va thit ma James
da an tuan trudc, ngon gap ngan lan banh mi
va thit ma James da an & nuéc My, & cudc doi.
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Chang nham nhdp chut nudc. James can danh
dum nudc chiu dung ngay mai.

Bong tdi da bao phu khu rting. Conex lai sap
bién thanh ta lanh. James ngoi co ro gitia con-
ex. Chang vong tay 6m hu vo6. Vong tay no day.
Chang tuéng da 6m Thugng dé€. James thay am
ap. Chang u6c mo. Chang tha mo udc qua khe
clia gid, bay lén trdi, vugt ring, vugt song, vuot
nui, vugt bién vé nuéc My. Mo udc gitp chang
quén nghiét ngd hién tai. Chang gdp cha me, cac
em, ban be, ngudi yéu. James Fisher nham mat.
Chang ngu ng6i ma chang khong hay. Mo udc
da ru chang ngt, da dua lung chang. James quén
minh la miéng thit, l1a cuc da trong tu lanh. Chang
trdi qua dém thu hai. Sang ngay thu hai, James da
c6 béng mat ctia uGc mo va ca nudc danh gium.
Chang chi can nhap cho b6t kho c6 hong. James
khong bi con khat day vo nta. Diéu nay khién
Chi Mai kho chiu.

Mot tuan hé luy conex da du, khong nén kéo
dai vi tt nhan c6 thé chét, ngudi ta dan James vé
phong cti. Chang tam goéi, thay quin do va ngt
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mot gidc than tién. Ba an chiéu cua chang day
du thit, rau tuoi, trdi cay. James lai than nhién an
nhu da than nhién nhai com lat & conex. Chang
da vugt 1én vat chit. An dé€ ton tai. Sau biia com,
Chi Mai goi chang lén gdp nang.

— Anh nghi gi vé€ conex, James?

— Kinh khung.

— Cla My ché tao day.

— Chung t6i dung chtta hang héa van chuyén.

— Ngudoi My chuyén dan dugc bang conex
sang Viét Nam tan sat nguoi Viét Nam.

— Va c6 dung lam 16 banh va ta lanh nhét
nguoi?

~ Nhét My!
Nang nhin chang, mat long thu han:

— My nhoét ching t6i con man rg gap triéu
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lan chung t6i nhot anh. Dau tich 6 nhuc &y con
nguyén & Sai Gon, & chuong cop Con Son.

Chang diém nhién:

— Toi khong biét. Toi chua hé biét Sai Gon.
Nang hoi:

— Anh da san sang cong tac véi toi chua?
Chang dgi chang tra 16, nang tiép:

— Anh viét nhiing 16i t6i doc nhé?

Chang ding day, diing thiang, ngdng mit:
— Toi rat tiéc, cd6 Chi Mai a!

Nang lanh lung:

~ Tly y anh théi..
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C/ achot xay biang d4 tang. Tran d€ bé tong.
\J San dan doc ngang nhiing thanh sat tron,
16n han xi dinh chdt vao nhau thanh nhting hinh
vuong nhd, nguoi khong thé chui lot. Dudi san
la cdi ham nudc c6 10i thong ra ngoai. Chudt bo,
coc ran, éch nhai sinh s6ng & d6. Mlia mua, nudc
sdp si mat san. Mua nang, nudc rut, hAim nudc
bién thanh viing nudc tu héi ham diay muoi.
Cénh cta thép viia mét ngudi lach vo. Tu nhan
nam ngu trén ludi sat gap ghénh, tiéu tién va dai
tién xuong ham nudc. Gidy vé sinh khong dugc
cdp phat & cachot nay. Va, & cachot nay, sy tam
g0i tuy hiing cai nguc va tuy mtuc do ky luat cua
tu nhan.
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James Fisher dén cachot nay vi thi€u thién

chi cdi tao tu tudng. Ngudi ta cudng btic chang

viét nhiing 16i ma chang cho rang khong dung

su that. Nguoi ta nudng chi€u chang roi nguoi ta

triing phat chi v6i muc dich bat chang chéng doi
t6 quoc chang.

James Fisher khong dam chéng déi t6 quéc.
Chong doi t6 qudc la chdng doi to tién, cha me,
anh em, ho hang, bang hiiu, la tu y khu trti khoi
doi song nudc My va cu ngu bat cl noi nao trén
trai dat cting bi khinh bi. James Fisher c6 gang
lam ngudi chan that, sudt doi chan that. «Cac
nguoi nén noi: Co, co; khong, khong. Qua 16i ay,
déu do ké ac ma ra.» Chang da c6 ndi cd, khong
ndi khong. James ching thé yea nhiing gi luong
tri chang nay. Va chang da tinh nguyén vac thanh
gid cho su doi khat cong chinh.

Cachot t6i mo khong cé ctia gi6. Chang dén
nhan duéng khi ti cdi hang hoc nao dé duéi
ham. Nghe chting than khi ngap cachot. James
dugc mdc bd quan tu, tay khong bi cong, chan
khong bi xich. Nguoi ta c6 tinh quén cép chan
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chiéu. James sé nam ngu trén ludi sat gdp ghénh
hé luy. Ngay hai btia, nguoi ta mé ctia ddy vo mot
ca com lat va mdt ca nudc. Néu trai tu Ly Ba So
la dia nguc, James da budc xudng tang thu ba.
Tang tht ba thoai mai hon tang thu hai. Bai chi
c6 lanh ma thiéu néng hling huc. Cdi lanh cua
ham d4 cting thua cdi lanh ctia conex ban dém.
Mui vi ctia cachot da té hai gap boi mui vi conex,
nhung chang da quen. Gia du lan dau tién vao tu
cOng san, ngudi ta nhot chang chod nay, chang da
cay mat, ngdp thd ma chét.

Nguoi linh chan that James Fisher van chua
tim thdy niém bi &4n trong tro choi y thtic hé. Tro
choi quéi dan nay khong bat con ngudi chét doi,
chét khat ma chi muén con ngudoi déi, khat; kho-
ng bat con ngudi chét ma chi muon con ngudi s¢
chét; khong bat con ngudi nga guc ma chi muén
con ngudi ra rugi. N6 cling khong bao gid don
con ngudi cung dudng dé con ngudi phan tinh
bang phan nd. N6 biét liic nao nhan nudc sic sua
va luc nao kéo lén. N6 biét hé nhiing tia hy vong
trong tuyét vong cuia con ngudi. Cai bi quyét ctia
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tro choi y thic hé la 1am cho con ngudi them
song, thém dn, thém udng va khiép nhugc. T do,
con nguoi ngo ngan trong hon mé va thuc hién
nhiing gi ké diéu khién tro choi mudn. James Fi-
sher gid du la James Fisher kho khao. Ngudi ta
dang mong doi chang két tdi bon dau nao chién
tranh Nha Trang, Ngiit Gidc Pai, khong khi nao
nguoi ta dé€ James Fisher chét, dau chang khoai
chét. Nang Chi Mai da nghién ctu con ngudi
James. Nang thuia hi€u tin d6 Thién Chua gido
khong tu tt. James da ndi diéu nay thta thai.

V6i cachot, quan tai dd, James mat nga vi
muoi tdn cong chang tGi tap. Bon chudt doi kho-
ng tha chang. Chung gdm ngdén chan, ngoén tay
chang khién chang la hoang. James khong dam
nam, khong dam ngo6i. Chang phai dlng, xua
tay dudi mudi, ddm chan dudi chuot. Chang hét
s¢ ngudi va hinh phat ctia ngudi thi lai sg mudi,
s¢ chudt. Ma cachot nay, ngay nhu dém. James
Fisher da r& ram ca nudc udng. Nudc troi mot
vat gi nham nhap c6 hong chang. Khi chang déap
manh mot sinh vat trén mu ban tay va dua tay lén
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ngui, chang md&i bi€t né la dan. James da nuét dan
song. Chang phat 6n. Chang buén nén. Chang
khac hoai, khac hoai. Con dén khong phot ra
ma troi xuéng da day chang. James kinh hoang.
Chang dgi phan ting ghé gém lam co quap thé xac
chang r6i chang nham mat lia doi. Nhiing phaut
giay chd doi da khién than kinh ctia James cang
thang. Chang hét 16n. Nhung con khiing hoang
da qua. Chang c6 phan tng gi. James van song.
Chang da nudt con dan. Ngudi My da nudt con
dan, van song! Ban ndng sinh ton ctia con ngudi
la phép tich nhiém mau ctia Thugng dé. James
via kham pha ra. Chang lai khong s¢g mudi va
chuot niia.

James buon ngt nhiu mat, chang lan kénh
trén ludi sat gap ghénh. Va chang ngti ngon lanh,
ngu say sua, mdc ké mudi dot, chudt bo 1én than
thé va gam nhdm ngoén chin chang. James bat
chdp chudt danh nhau chi choe dugi ham, énh
uong, nhai éch kéu loan va mudi bay vo ve. o day,
hinh nhu gan khu giam nhot tu chinh tri Viét
Nam, James nghe r6 tiéng kéng tu. Chang biét
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thoi gian qua nhting hoi kéng. Khi cdc nhai, énh
uong ngung kéu, kéng bao thic: Budi sang. Hoi
kéng thud hai: Bu6i trua. Hoi kéng thid ba: Buoi
chiéu. Sau hoi kéng thi ba, chudt bo hoanh hanh.
Tiéng kéng tu, James cé cam tuéng nhu am dié¢u
cua thu hian. N6 nhac nhé tu nhan hinh phat ma
tu nhan dang chiu dung. N6 goi tudng chét chdc,
thé luong. Tiéng kéng tu James da nghe & Viét
Nam, goi tudng muodn van dang cay va c6 don
trong nhé nhung, goi tudng mon vet thé xac,
té cing tam hon. N6 budn tham lam sao, tiéng
kéng tu Viét Nam, buo6n da diét hon nhiing hoi
chudng bao chét bat dac ky tt. James bang long
nghe énh uong kéu. Chang mudn énh uong kéu
toi ngay, kéu at tiéng kéng tu.

Changlai bi goira gap Chi Mai. Lan nay chang
chui hang ra ban dém. Chi Mai khong chiéu dai
chang thu6éc Winston va Coca Cola niia. Thang
trdng mat da tan.

— Thé nao, James?

— Thé€ nao la thé nao, c6 Chi Mai?
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— Anh ngu dugc chu?

— To61 ngt ngon.
— Anh néi that, ha?
— Ludn luodn tdi chan that.

— Toi khong tin rang chudt, dan, mudi, coc
nhdi... cho anh ngt ngon.

— Hom dau, mubi dot t6i, chudt gam ngén
chan t6i, c6c nhai 6n ao. R6i mudi thuong toi tha
dot toi, chudt thuong toi tha gdim ngdn chan toi.
Coc nhdi ru toi ngu.

— James, anh ké chuyén c6 tich a?

— Chuyén Viét Nam, chuyén & cachot da Viét
Nam. Toi da nu6t ddn. Méi dau toi s¢ hai, tudng
sé chét dau dén. Nhung chang sao cé. Toi da nuét

dan, van séng. Co6 cho phép t6i phat biéu mot
cam tudng, dugc khong?

- Noi di!
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— Con trung ¢ Viét Nam nhiéu long trac an,
cO al

Chi Mai tai mat:

— Anh dm chi gi?

James noi:

— Toi phat biéu cam tudng chan thanh. Ciing
nhu, t6i chan thanh dong y v6i c6 khi c6 phé binh
ngudi My vé sinh qua 16 va khong biét dau khé.
Khi ngudi My biét dau khoé nhu t6i, ho sé hét sg
hai dau khé. Cé nhiéu diéu nguoi My can hoc
tap.

Nang biu moi:

— Anh can hoc tap trudc, hoc tap su biét diéu.

James nhin nang:

— Luc nao tdi cha biét diéu.

Nang cudi nhat:
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— HOom nay anh té thién chi viét nhiing 151 t6i
doc chu?

Chang ding day, diing thang, ngdng mat:
— Toi rat tiéc, c6 Chi Mai a!

Nguoi ta dan chang trd lai cachot da. Chang
nam chua yén thi ngudi ta dén mad ctia. Mot ga
cai nguc roi déen badm, mot g maé khoa cai nap
nho & ludi san, ndng 1én. Ngudi ta bdo chang
budc gan chod cai nap va ddy chang xuéng ham.
Nguoi ta roi den xem chang ngoi lén chua. Khi
biét chang da ngoi 1én, nguoi ta sdp nap, khda
chat r6i roi cachot. James Fisher & dudi ham
nudc. Nudc sap si bung chang. Nudc thoi tha
tanh tudi. Nudc cta bun luu ciiu, cua phén tiéu
tu nhan, cta ca phén ti€u ctia chang. Nudc uét
sting dau téc James. Chang phai dua tay vuot téc
va nham chat mat vu6t mat. James da xuong tang
thu tu cta dia nguc. Chang dang ngoi ngép dudi
dé. Chan chang lun bun. Chang chon chan mot
chd, dua tay qué nudc dé chuot bo, éch nhai, ran
nudéc khdi bu quanh, bam 14y chang.
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James bong bénh trong bong t6i, thi bong

tol thi€u dinh nghia thong thudng, thu bong to6i

phai dinh nghia bang tht han. Mot ntia than thé

chang chim nghim, mot ntia than thé chang 1énh

dénh. Bay gio, James mdéi hiéu James, hiéu than
phédn lam ngudi.

Chang tho6i vung vay doéi tay. Him nudc
thinh khong. Bong t6i hu vo. Chuét bo chui vao
hang o. Ech nhai im ldng. Giun dé€ nin cdm. Con
trung khong han chi c¢é long trac 4n, ma con biét
cam thong véi con ngudi. Con trung xdc dong
nodi thong kho ctia con ngudi. Nhung con ngudi
khong xtc dong ndi thong khd clia con ngudi.
Con ngudi ludn luon bay dit nhiing tro choi
hanh ha con ngudi diéu dung, khon don. Chu
nghia, y thtic hé, chién tranh, thu han, nguc tu,
hinh phat... D6 la nhiing tro choi ctia con ngudi.
Nhiing tro choi nay da lam hu héng con ngudi,
da dan dat con ngudsi phiéu luu qua xa khoi qué
huong dich thuc cua nd. Rt cudc, con ngudi
ty huy diét tam hon con ngudi. Vi né khudc tu
niém cung kinh déi véi Thugng dé. Con ngudi
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cang ti€n vugt muc van minh ky thudt bao nhiéu,
cang mat mat voi dao nghia bay nhiéu. Con ngudi
ché may moc diéu khién con ngudi. Riét roi, con
nguoi quén goc gac ngudi, con ngudi dong hoda
cung may moéc. Va sy ddc ac nay sinh, moc ré &
tim 6c con ngudi. Con ngudi hét 1a cay say cta
Pascal. N6 da la cong cu cua y thiic hé mu 10a,
cta ky thuat cam diéc.

James van la con ngudi nguyén ven cua
Thuong dé, con ngudi chan that trong hanh phtc
va trong bat hanh, trong sung suéng va trong
dau kho, trén thién duong cudc song va dudi
dia nguc tu day. Chang dang chon chéan lun dam
doi hiu quanh. James Fisher dang rong doi canh
tay ngang vai. Bong t8i mit mu chang ai nhén
dién chang, trt Thugng d€ nam tp mat trén lugi
sat gap ghénh hé luy ngdé xudng. Chang nhu thé
Jesus Christ. Néu nuéc My da gay ra nhiting 16i
lam, nhiing t6i 4c, James Fisher chiu cyc hinh
cho nuéc My nhu Jesus Christ da chiu cuc hinh
cho nhan loai. Chac chan, ngusi My sé phai truy
nd ban than minh. James nham mat. Chang ngu
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ding duéi ham nguc da. Xac chang dinh cu &
coi thé hep hoi, nhé bé nhung hon chang phiéu
du lén ngon dinh déi mdi la, & do, loai nguoi da
quén hét moi chuyén ban tién va da thuong yéu
nhau tham thiét.

Chang m& mat khi nghe hoi kéng bao ngay.
James van diing, van dang hai tay. Chang ngac
nhién biét minh con séng. James thay mot luong
anh sdng tia vao ham nudc den thui. Co ho mot
dong song ém dém gitia bién cudng nd. Co ho
mot 16i binh yén gitta khu riing bdc chdy. Anh
sang tu ctia ham, chd dan nudc ra vao mua mua,
noi dudng khi cho ti nhan chut hy vong mong
manh. Chang lai nghe tiéng chan budc manh
trén ludi sat. Dén bam roi xuéng ham nudc. Nap
luéi kéo cao. Ngudi ta tha cdi thang day. James
bam lay, leo lén, leo 1én... Chang vat va leo 1én
tiing bac, tling bac. Nghia doi & nhiing bac thang
day do.

Ngudi ta dan James trd lai phong cti. Nhu 1an
ti conex vé, chang dugc tam godi, danh rang, thay
quén 4o mai. James Fisher chang con ban khoan,
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lo lang gi vé nhiing hé luy chdp chung ma nang
Chi Mai da ran de chang, da bat chang ngup lan.
Phai chang, khi con ngudi qua dau kho, né mat
hét cam giac dau kho; khi con ngudi qua s¢ hai,
n6 mat hét cam gidc s¢ hai. Va khi do, tat ca moi
tro choi ctia y thic hé déu vo nghia.
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15.

— James, anh muén tré thanh Jesus ctia bon
Nha Trang va Lau Nam Goc, ha?

— C0 so sanh qua dang.

— Ré rang, anh chiju tdi cho bon d4u nao chién
tranh.

— T6i chiu tdi cho toi.
— Anh dau co t6i.
— C0, thua cb.

— Toi gay chién tranh?
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— Khong.

— Thé t6i gi?

— Toi lam ngudi. Hon cd t6i lam ngudi, toi
mang toi lam ngudi My.

— Anh bén loan roi day.

— Toi van tinh tao. D€ tdi no6i c6 nghe: Nguoi
Thién Chua gido chung t6i, viia sinh ra la da co
toi. Do do, chung t6i phai rua téi tu luc lot long
me. Lén khon, chung t6i ti€p tuc xung toi. Ludn
ludn, chung t6i bi dm anh minh c6 tdi v6i Thugng
dé, v6i dong loai, v6i co cay, mudng thu va véi
chinh minh. D6 la téi lam ngudi. Nho bi dm anh
bd&i t0i 16i nén chung toi tranh dugc t6i 16i. Hom
nay, t6i hi€u thém, ngoai t6i lam ngudi, toi con
toi lam ngudi My, & day, doi véi co.

— Vay anh muon tré thanh Jesus ctia ngudi
My a?

— To6i khong xting ddng vinh dy ay.
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— Da lau anh khong dugc xung t6i?

- Vang.
— Thé thi anh chtia chat nhiéu toi lam nhi?

— Toi khong xung t6i v6i Cha s& nhung toi
da xung tdi v6i ndi dau kho, véi nhiing hinh phat
cta co. Toi hy vong tdi ctia t6i voi di. Con ngudi
o t0i v6i Thuong dé thoi. Bay gid, toi hiéu thém,
con nguoi con cd toi véi cd con ngudi. Nhung
chiu tdi cach nao, t6i nghi, con nguoi sé dugc
ctiu roi néu no chan that. B4t cu ai chan that déu
xting dang lam ngudi. Va tdi ndé gay ra hay toi
ngudi khac chup 1én dau no, Thugng dé€ sé phan
xet.

— Anh thich Thugng d€ cua anh phdn xét ra
sao?

— Mot ngudi chan that.

— Anh da chan that, chan that ngu xudn. Anh
chang t6i tinh gi, vac vai ganh tdi cho ké 4c. Anh
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mudn phan thudng gi trén nudc Thién dudng
ctua anh?

— Phan thudng cta ngudi doi khat cong ng-
hia.

— Cong nghia cho ké ac?

— Cho ca ké ac 1an nguoi nhu mi, c¢6 Chi Mai
al

Nang nhin thang mat chang c6 tim trong do6i
mat chang chut gi dai khg, ngé ngédn vi qua sg hai
nhing hinh phat day doa thé xac chang. Chi Mai
chi thdy mat chang anh lén nhiing tia dai kho
cta sy chan that. Chang rat binh than, khong hé
to thai do thu ghét nang. Chi Mai khé chiu lam.
Nang da chua truy na no6i tam hon dich thuc ctia
James Fisher. Ngh¢ thuat cong an cua nang, ctia
Pai hoc cong an Moscou huan luyén nang, da
gap mot thu thach dang ké.

— James!

Chang ngang mat:
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— Toi nghe co.

Nang mim cudi than mat:

— Anh can hut thudc cho tinh tdo khong?

Chang dap:

— Toi van tinh tdo, khong can hut thuoc.
Nhung néu c6 moi, toi ti choi la toi thiéu chan
that.

Nang khoan khoai:

— Anh thém?

Chang tum tim:

- Vang.

Chi Mai dua goi Winston cho James Fisher
va hop diém. Chang hut thuéc mot cach sang
khoai.

— Thuoc 14 My hut 6 day mdi tuyét diéu. Vé
My hut sé chan lam, sé dang ngat. Chang noi.
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— Tai sao? Nang hoi.

— Vi thiéu mui thom cta dau khé.

— Anh tién bo ro6i ddy. James, anh hi€u ly do
nao nuéc My thua tran & Viét Nam khong?

— Khong.

— Linh My xuat tran nhu cong tt bot. Dé ca
chuc ngudi phuc vu mot linh tu ban lam tran.
Cac anh chi nghi dén tién nghi vat chat. Gia dem
theo tu lanh, may lanh vao chién trudng, cac anh
cing mang luén. Ham an thi sg chét. Linh My
cong kénh qud, chung t6i khinh thudng.

— Con linh cOng san?
— Linh cong san ddi nén cdi, di giép rau, dat
hai bén bung hai ct san. Mot ct an, mdt ¢ cdm

xuong dat.

— Mot cu cam xudng dat?
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— Phaj, ti€p liéu gidn di ma. Ba thang sau, ct

cam xudng dét thanh nhiéu ct khac cho nhiing
ngudi khac an ma xong pha chién truong.

James Fisher phi cudi.
— Anh khong tin? Nang hdi.
Chang lac dau. Nang néi:

— Nud6c chung t6i ngheo du thu nhung giau
dau kho.

— Va thu han?

- bung. Bang hai thi d6, linh Viét Nam chién
dau va chién thang. Anh sé khong tin thuong
binh ctia chung tdi bi cua chan, cua tay gitia
chién truong, khong thuoc mé, khong thudc té,
va cua vdi cai cua cua go. Linh ctia chung t6i xa
nha mudi ndm khong doi vé phép, nhin doéi ma
tiéu diét ké thu. Riéng nhiing diéu do, cac anh du
thua tran ro6i. Chung toi ngheo, dan toc t6i ng-
heo, dat nudc tdi chiu dung nd 1€ va chién tranh
trién mién. Cé nhiéu ngudi, dén nay, van chua
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biét mui vi stia bo ra sao, Coca Cola thé nao. Vay
ma tu ban My con cay nat qué huong toi.

James Fisher mui long.

— Anh ghét tdi ac, toi hiéu. Dling nhan danh
t0 quoc, dan tdc ma phai nhan danh con ngudi,
James a!

Chang gat dau:
— Co noi dung.
Nang ban mi tén mdi:

— Chién tranh la chién tranh v6i nhiing quy
luat tan bao ctia n6. Nudc My danh nudc Nhat la
16 gich, vi Nhat gay han & Tran Chau Cang trudc.
Nuéc My danh phat xit Dtic la 16 gich, vi phat
xit Dtic xdm ling Au Chau, tan bao, tht tiéu con
nguoi, diét chiing. Nhung nudéc My da gay han
vGi Viét Nam thi hoan toan thi€u 16 gich. Mot dai
cudng quéc nhu My, dem ca B52 1én trdi, ham
doi 7 dudi bién, xe tiang, thiét giap, vo khi toi tan,
quan binh hting hau, tuyén thém bon Uc Dai Lgi,
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Tan Tay Lan, Dai Han, Thai Lan, Phi Ludt Tan
danh nudc Viét Nam nghéo nan, lac hau, r6 rét
1a giau an hiép ngheo, 16n bat nat nhd. Diéu nay
bo di, quén di, vi My da thua tran nhuc nha. Linh
My cong tu ban chét linh Viét Nam ban han va
ngugc lai, la quy luat cta chién tranh, ciing quén
di, bo di. Phi co My tha bom ltia xuong lang mac
Viét Nam, tan sat nhan dan vo t0i va con ghi lai
dau vét tdi ac trén than thé hang van tré tho Viét
Nam, James biét khong?

Chang chép mat:

— Toi khong biét, toi & can cu Utapao, khong
biét gi xdy ra ¢ Sai Gon hay ¢ Ha Noi ca.

— Néu anh biét?

— Nhan danh con ngudi, t6i chdng doi.

— Linh My hanh quan & mién Trung, tan sat
hét dan lang, budc xadc ngudi vao xe tang kéo lé,

anh biét khong?

— Khong.
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— Néu anh biét?

— Nhan danh con ngudi, t6i chdng doi.

— Linh MY can xe chét dan Viét Nam gitia
dudng pho Sai Gon rdi phong xe bd chay. Anh
nghi gi?

— Phi nhan.

— Néu anh biét thuoc khai quang caa My huy
dié¢t hét moi sinh ctia muong thu, chim cd, anh
noi sao?

— T6i phéan doi.

— James a, nta triéu linh My phéi mat trdm
ndm mdi lap hét hé bom cua My cay x6i qué
huong t6i. Thanh pho, tinh ly ctia chung téi tan
nat vi bom My. M6 ma to tién cua chung toi bi
khai quat bdi bom My. Nhéan déan t6i bi tan phé
do bom My, du thtt bom My. James, chung tdi c6
ném mot trai lgu dan nao trén dat My dau? Nhan
dan My khong né danh chung toi, t6 quoc My
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ctua James khong xti duc ddnh chung t6i. James
biét linh My chét tham & Viét Nam cho ai chua?
James da doc bao My roi ma?

— Phai.

— Linh My chét cho tham vong ban thiu cua
bon dau ndo chién tranh va la Viét gian & Sai
Gon.

Nang ngung lai. P6i mat nang tran ngdp u
an. Gigng nang siing uét tinh cam, ng6 James:

— Anh da tiém thudc phong tétanos nhung
cling can udng tru sinh, s¢ nhiing vét chudt gam,
lai nhing bun nho, sé lam doc.

Chang nha khéi thuoc:
— Cdm on co.
Nang tr6 vé chuyén dang dé:

— Linh My chan that va dang thuong. Ho bi
Itia gat. James da cé mot két luan chinh xdc vé
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nhting ké gay t6i 4c chién tranh va chinh sach vo
nhan dao ctia chung.

Chang néi:

— Toi nghe 6 trinh bay. C6 hiéu gitim, t6i ton
trong su that. Ngudi My c6 thdi quen ma co ghét
lam. La tinh than thuyc té. Ho chi tin nhiing gi
chinh mat ho nhin thay, chinh tai ho nghe thay,
chinh tay ho s& mo thay.

Nang nhin mit:

— Ngudi My chinh thong ay da bién dang.
Bay gid, ho la ddm no 1¢ ctia du luan. Ma du luan
la bdo chi, truyén thanh, truyén hinh. Va bdo chi,
truyén thanh, truyén hinh la cong cu cua tu ban,
cta ké manh, cua quyén lgi...

Chang cham diéu thudéc mdi:
— bat nudc nao ciing c6 hang cong dan ghé

va thi du luan ghé. Néu c6 nghi ngudi My chinh
thong da bién dang, it nhat, con tdi.
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Nang cau co:

— Va anh ct khudc tu yéu cau cua t6i?
Chang ding day, diing thang, ngdng mat:
— Téi rat tiéc, c6 Chi Mai a!

Nang tuc gian, dap ban:

— Anh sé hoi han.

Chang nghiéng minh:

— Toéi khong hy vong thé.
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16.

C/ hang hiéu vo tinh hay ¢6 ¥, 161 xuéng hdm
\J giam c6 ndm bac. James Fisher dd mo dén
tang thu ndm cta dia nguc Ly B4 So. Ham giam
sau mat thudc sdu, dai mot thudce rudi, rong nam
muoi phan. Nap him day mai ton ké trén nhiing
vién gach du dudng khi cho tu nhan. L6i xudng
thoai thoai. Pay la ki€u cachot nghia dia. Chang
khong thé ndm thang cing, vi hAm ngan. Chang
khong thé ding, vi hAm thip. Chang khong thé
ngoi, vi bun sén s¢t. Chang khoé xoay sé, vi ham
hep.

Khong c6 gi dudi hdm ca. Ngudi ta ddy chang
t6i day lic nha nhem t6i. Bay gid hoan toan toi.
Va James dang diing & tang thu nam cua am ty.
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Chang da thu ngang dau may lan. Dau chang
dung mii ton. G mai ton c6 nhiing tang d4 de
nang. James danh khom lung. Chang viion manh
cho hai khuy tay dinh chat vao mép ham. Vo ich.
James khom lung chiu dung hinh phat. Vé khuya,
suong 10p bop roi xudng mai ton tit nhiing dau la
cay to gan ham. James khong thay lanh. Nhiing
giot suong, luc dau, chi lam James vui. Chang
them tiéng dong. Lau dan, moi giot suong roi la
moi nhat bua b6 vang dong mai ton, nhiic nhoéi
dau 6c James. Chang bi suong tra tan. Suong
déng dinh trén dau chang. Mii dinh xuyén tan
6c. Chang cui thap hon, ¢6 tranh tam dnh hudéng
cua trong lugng suong roi. Cudi cung, James
phai quy trén 16p bun sén sét ma chang biét la
tong hop cta dat, ctia nudc, ctia phan tiéu, cua
xac chét con trung, cua la muc...

James Fisher quy suét dém. Chang khong suy
nghi gi ca. James chi né tranh nhting gi lam thé
xac chang dau d6n hon. Changlai tha mo uéc bay
1én. Roi chang chap tay trudc nguc, lam ram Bai
giang trén nui ti dau chi cudi. Chang thay binh
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yén vO cung. Mot dém am ty qua, James dugc dip
do ludng suc chiu dung cua chang. James can trai
qua ban ngdy. Anh sing Itia vao cac ké hé nip
ham. Troi hling nang, & day, James khong nghe
16 tiéng kéng ti. Nang da nhay mua trén mai ton.
Chang chi viéc c6i do trum lén dau va quy. Conex
té hai hon nhiéu. James dua dau vé mot bén mép
ham. Chang ngu quy, giac ngt ky do cua ngudi
MyF chan that James Fisher. Ngudi ta quén bita an
ctua chang. James khong doi, khong khat ma chi
them ngu.

Va chang da ngu quy dudi am ty. Sang ngay
tht hai, ngudi ta mé nap ton rong com nudc
xudéng ham. James boc an. Tay chang dinh bun
datdoban. James than nhién nhai va nuét. Chang
muén chiing t6 ngudi My cling biét dau kho va
vugt 1én moi dau kho. James cho téi, cho sang.
Tinh than chang da dugc vo trang viing manh.
Chang khong nao nung su song va su chét niia.
Pém thu hai, suong roi, roi téi tap va manh hon.
Hinh nhu ngudi ta g6 nhip trén mai ton. Phai
roi, nguoi ta gd nhip theo tling giot suong roi.
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ROi nguoi ta gd loan. James bit chat tai ma

van bi nghe tiéng dong dién sang. Ngudi ta lam

nao dong tam than chang. James nham ca mat,

ngdm miéng. Tiéng dong chui qua 16 mii chang.
Chang hat xi hoi.

Ngudi ta go loan mot chap roéi im lang. James
md& mat, mé tai. Tiéng dong lai ndi ddy. Va im
ldng. Va James khong doan noi lic nao tiéng dong
nglng, lic nao tiéng dong vang. Chang c bit tai,
nham mat, ngdm miéng hoai. James mat lu6n
nhiing giac ngu quy. Sang ngay thi ba, ngoai ca
com nhat va ca nudc, ngudi ta rong xuéng ham
thém mot ca siia bot lanh. James udng can ca siia
bot pha nudc 1a va dudng vang mot luc sau thi
dau bung. Chang dung tay khoét cai 16 sdu dudi
16p bun sét va dai tién xudng dé. Rai lap bun kin.
Khong c6 giay vé sinh cho James Fisher. Chang
kéo quan 1én. James da lién tiép dai tién may lan.
Stia bot cling la mot hinh phat, mot tro choi cua
y thuc hé.

James Fisher dgi dém. Dém thd ba chang
khong nghe tiéng suong roi, tiéng go loan trén mai
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ton ntia. Nhung chang da dung tim vi nhiing con
ran bo quanh chang. Chang tom dugc mot con,
bop chit. Nhiing con khéac lén vai chang, quan c6
chang. James bat dong. Chang chd ran can, chich
noc doc vao c6 chang. Noc doc sé thim nhanh
vO mdau, ngam tan tim chang. James sé chét quy,
dau guc xudng, map up 1én bun nho. Thugng
dé hai, néu ngai mudn con phai chét nhuc nha
dudi ham nay, con xin cui dau dén nhan cai chét.
James 1dm bam cau nguyén. Chang da budng con
ran tu ldc nao.

James ngac nhién. Nhiing con ran khong can
chang. Thugng dé€ da ctiu chang, da pha long trac
an vao lugi ran. Ching n6 bién dau, chang khong
16 vi bong t6i den day. Vao dung luc hoan hi cta
James, ngudi ta m& nap ham, roi den bam, soi 161
cho chang budc 1én. Nguodi ta dan James tré lai
phong cii cia chang. James tam godi, thay quan
40 va ngt. Chang ching hiéu chang ngt bao lau.
Mot ngay. Hai ngay. Khi chang tinh gidc, ngudi ta
dat chang 1én gap Chi Mai.

— Anh ho6i han chua, James?
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— Toéi khong c6 gi d€ hoi hén ca.

Chi Mai dua cho chang cdi guong:
— Anh soi guong di, sé thay anh hoi han.

James cam guong soi. Anh gidt minh. Ba
ngay dudi ham da khién téc anh dung dung, rau
ria anh dam thdng, mit anh 16i ra. James c6 ddu
su xuc dong, anh trd Chi Mai cdi guong.

— Thé nao?

James cuoi:

— C06 cd thé cho t6i diéu thuoc 1a khong?

Chi Mai d4y goi thudc sét tay James:

— T6i quén. M&i anh hut.

James rat diéu Winston, quet diém, moi
thuoc. Chang hit day hoi r6i nha mot vong khoi

tron that dep. Chi Mai nhin vong khéi thuoc bay;,
lan tda.



196 | Duyén Anh

— Toi khong nhan ra sy hoi han ma kham
pha mot diéu. Toi muon noi véi cd diéu dé néu
c6 khong ttc gian.

- Noi di!

— To6i gdp thém nhiing con ran doc co6 long
trac an.

— That u?
- Vang.

— Anh cho 1a phép tich ctia Thugng dé€ cta
anh?

- Vang.

— Anh tin tudng ring Thugng dé cua anh da
ctiu anh?

- Vang.

Chi Mai bam chudng. Ga cai nguc day cta
budc vao. Nang ndi tiéng Viét v6i ga cai nguc:
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«bong chi dem cho t6i nguyén gio ran da tha
xuong ham nhot tén gidc My nay.» Ga cai nguc
tuan 1énh. Nang tiép tuc cudc dam thoai véi
James.

— Diic tin ctia anh ¢ bao gid can xét lai kho-
ng?

— Khong bao gio.

— Thi du anh tin Thugng dé cua anh, mot
diéu chi d6, dugc chling minh rang diéu d¢ sai,
anh phan xét gi Thugng dé€ cta anh?

— Chang ai ddm phén xét Thugng dé, trui co.
— Di nhién, t6i la ngudi cong san.

— Nguoi cong san tin gi?

— Dang va lanh tu.

— Thi du ¢6 tin Déng va lanh ty ctia c6 mot

diéu chi d6, dugc chling minh rang diéu d¢ sai,
co phan xét gi Dang va lanh tu cta c6?
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— Dang va lanh tu tuyét doi sang suot.

— Thugng dé€ cua to6i cling vay.
G4 cai nguc da mang gio ran vao. GA mé nap
gio. Nhiing con ran da dugc hudn luyén bo ra

16m cOm.

— James, nhin ky, c6 mét con bi anh bép con
bi thuong day. Thugng dé€ ctia anh chang ¢ phép
tich gi ¢4, chdng cttu néi anh dau. Chung t6i da
bé hét rang ran, 1ay hét noc doc.

James noi:

— Su ¢b bé rang ran, 1lay hét noc doc la y cua

Thuong dé.

Ga cai nguc bat hét ran bd vo gié mang ra
theo 1énh ctia Chi Mai.

— Anh khudc tli yéu cau cua toi la y Thugng
dé ctia anh?

Chang dong dac tra 16i:
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— Su séng, su chét, niém sung suéng, noi dau
kho ctia t6i déu do y Thugng dé ca.

Nang rit qua ké rang:
— Toi sé tdy nao ca Thugng dé ctia anh.
Chang dting day:

- Ty cb.
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17.

James Fisher dugc dan ngay dén mot
J cachot méi. Khong giong nhiing quan tai
xi mang khdc, cachot nay cao rdo, tran day moc
sac va san phun xi mang tron cat, sanh, thty tinh
tua tua nhu ban chong ngan. Ngudi ta cong tay
James Fisher phia trudc c6 tinh d€ chang doc ro6
hang chit made in USA. Sau bita com, ngudi ta
doi thé cong. Hai tay chang dua vé phia sau. James
ngdi trén ban chong. James nam trén ban chong.
Chang da t6i tang thi sau cta dia nguc. Néu ké
can phong ngudi ta uu dai chang, cho chang nam
giuong, cho chang dn udng no du ciing la moét
tang dia nguc va cac cachots chang da & rong ra
tam nam trudc khi bi chuyén vé day 1a mot tang
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dia nguc nta thi James Fisher da cé mdt & tang
dia nguc tht tam. Nha Phét day rang dia nguc ca
thay chin tdng tham u. James Fisher d@ mo mam
dén tang thu tam.

Chang ngo6i phét, manh sanh, méanh thay
tinh nho dam lén mong chang. Chang ngoi x6m,
manh thay tinh, manh sanh nhé dam lén chan
chang. Tay bi cong phia sau, James kho khin nga
minh xuong san chong. Ma da ngd minh, lac tré
minh, xoay minh, ngdi day, dung lén déu gian
nan, dau dén. Vay thi James ngoi phét, dua vai
vao tuong. Chang cam gidc moéng chang ruém
mau. Moi biia dn, ngudi ta thao cong cho chang.
DPogi chang an u6ng xong, dai tién, tiéu tién xong,
nguoi ta cong lai. Cachot c6 cdi thung dung dan
dai lién ddt trong goéc thay thé cai x6. Gan do,
mot maé gié rach dung lam gidy vé sinh. Ngay thu
hai, James bi cong thém chéan. Ngay thu ba, ngudi
ta cong hai tay chang chung véi hai chan chang.
Ngay tht tu, James bi cong tay phai chéo sau
lung vé6i co chan trai. Ngay thud ndm, doi chan,
déi tay. Ngay thi sau, James phai nam sép trén
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san chong, co chan lén d€ ngudi ta cong hai tay
chéo phia sau v6i hai chan. Ngay thu bay, James
nam ngta, chan va tay cong chung.

James Fisher da nam trén ban chong & tang
thu tdm cta dia nguc vi su chéan that ctia con
ngudi. Lung chang, nguc chang, moéng chang,
ban chan chang, ban tay chang ruém mau hét.
Nhung James van ngti. Nho vugt 1én dau dén thé
xac, chang ngt dugc. Va nhd ngt dugc, chang
tinh tdo. Ngay thd tim, Chi Mai cho dat chang ra
gap nang.

— James, anh chan that lam, c6 diéu anh hoi
ngu.

— Nhiing ngudi chan that déu bi hiéu lam la
ngu.

— Anh chong t0i ac ma anh htng t6i cho ké

— Cb6 nodi ké dc nao?

— Bon Nha Trang va Lau Nam Gdc.
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— Toi chua thay ro toi ac ctia ho.

— Trung ta Kirk Powell da thay ro, hang nghin
tu binh My da thay rd, hang tri¢u linh My da thay
10, thé gisi da thay ro.

— Vay thém t6i la thia.

— Thém anh dé€ anh vé My. T6i da noi ngay vé
do anh, do chinh anh chon lua. Anh nhat dinh
khudc ti yéu cau cua toi.

— Toi rat tiéc, cd6 Chi Mai a!

— Anh thuong gia dinh anh a?

— T6i thuong nhiéu.

— Anh tinh nguyén chét u?

— Khong. Nhung néu t6i chét 6 day la do y
Thugng dé. Toi da song chan that va sé chét chan
that, sudt doi lam ngudi chan that.

Ngudi ta dan James Fisher trd lai ting thu



204 | Duyén Anh

tam cua dia nguc cé ban chong va cac kiéu cong
chan tay. Bay giG, cdi cong s6 8 made in USA,
mot bén mang vao cudm tay bén phai chang chéo
ngang lung, mdt bén deo 1én cdi moc gan & tran
cachot. James Fisher bi treo thé tham. Mot canh
tay chéo sau lung d& ca thé xac chang. Khong,
mot cdi cudm tay thoi. Chang du dua theo hé
luy. C6 phdi dan tdc My hanh phac qua da tré
nén ich ky va James Fisher phai chiu thong kho
dé€ hiing hét 16i lam cho dan toc? C6 phai James
Fisher, ngudi linh My chan thét chiu thong khé
dé 1am sang danh nudc My? Chac chan, dan toc
My khong thé tim n6i mot biéu tugng anh hing
nao & cugc chién tranh Viét Nam, ngoai James
Fisher. C6 hang van thd anh hung ngoai tran
mac, nhung chi c6 mdt thi anh hung trong tu
nguc c6 don. James Fisher la thu anh huing dé.
Chang khong phan nd. Chang khong chéng doi.
Chang binh than chiu dung ndi kh6 mét cach
diing cdm va cao thugng. James Fisher khong
trach mdc ca nhiing ké day doa chang nhuc nha,
é ché. Nu6c My chi can mot James Fisher thoi, da
dang tu hao.
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James bi treo ca dém. Chang khong rén la.

DPa c6 moét 1an & conex khat nudc qud, chang mat
tu ch, suyt niia sa nga, hu hong. Chang van con
xau hé chuyén do6. Hinh nhu cang thong kho,
con nguodi cang dugc soi sang. James thém song,
James tiéc doilam. Hon ca bao gio, lic nay chang
can song sot. Nhung néu phai chét, chang nghi, la
do y ctia Thugng dé. Vi Thugng d€ khong muon
cho chang di dén tan cung dudng hep dé bat gap

niém bi 4n ctia sy séng.

Ban ngay, ngudi ta doi thé treo. Mot bén
cudm tay trdi ctia James mdang vao cong chéo
ngang lung, mdt bén deo 1én moc. Chang nhin
cudm tay phai, sudc da, trdy mau, tim bam. Cu
thé, ngay va dém ngudi ta d6i thé treo. James chi
dugc dn uong mot 1an khi doi thé treo. Chang
tiéu tién sting quan trén cong deo lac lu cudc doi
lam than. James bi treo mot tudn 1€. Ngudi ta dua
chang vé phong cii, cho chang tam goi, an nga
mot ngay. Hai c0 tay chang sung tay tdi nghiép.
Chua hét dau dén, ngudi ta dan chang lén gap
Chi Mai.
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— Ngudi My chan that, anh cdm gidc thé nao?

— Toi suy nghi.

— A, anh da suy nghi.

— Phai.

— Noi vé diéu suy nghi cua anh di!

— Con ngudi khi bi chiu dung dau dén, né
da chiu dung mot cach phi thudng. Toi phuc toi,
phuc cong ti My.

— Chi c6 vay?

- Vang.

— Anh sap hét phuc anh.

— Toi khong tin thé.

— Toi tin.

- Ty cé.
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— Anh nhat dinh ngoan c6?

— Téi rat tiéc, c6 Chi Mai a!
— Toi cling rat tiéc.

Nguoi ta lai dan James Fisher vé tang thu
tdm cua dia nguc ban chong. Ngudi ta budc chit
gidy dién nho vao gitia hai ngdn tay cdi cia James
Fisher, ddy chang up sat mdt vao tuong. Nguoi
ta bat chang kiéng mudi dau ngoén chan 1én. Va
nguoi ta cOt hai sgi day dién bugc chat gitia hai
ngon tay ctia chang 1én hai cdi moc trén tran.
James Fisher ding kiéng chén, hai tay gio cao.
Nguoi ta tinh toan chu ddo. Néu chang dé got
chan cham dat cho d& nhtic nhéi mudi dau ngén
chan thi hai ngén tay cai cua chang dau buét.
James khong thé kéo ca thé xac chang lén bang
hai ngdn tay cdi cho nhiing ngén chan chang dé
nhtic. Mdu da don xudéng mudi dau ngén chan
chang. James lo s¢g khong du stic chiu dung tro
choi méi la nay. Up mit vao tuong, chang 1am
ram cau nguyén va ddy udc mo ra ngoai cachot
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cho no bay cao, bay xa vé nuéc My va dau bén bo
song Rio Grande.

James bi budc ngon tay cdi lién tuc. Ngudi
ta khong c6i ra, ngay ciing nhu dém, du chi
mot phat. Ngudi ta bon com cho James, dé sat
ca nuGc vO miéng James. James bién thanh dia
bé va cai nguc la vi em. Chang dugc an udng
mot ngay hai lan. James ti€u tién tai ch6. Chang
da an, da udng, da tiéu hoa thuc pham va nudc
trong tu thé treo nguoi rat xting dang, vinh danh
cho cht nghia, cho y thiic hé. Sy tiéu tién va dai
tién ra quan cua James Fisher sé khong dugc ghi
vao thanh tich bao cdo trudc moét dai hoi nao do.
Nhung, chac chan, n6 sé dugc 1én bang danh du
cua Thong Khoé d€ vinh ton con ngudi chiu dung
thong khé mdt cach nhan nai, cao quy va vugt
1én n6 mot cach ding cam.

Trong btiu béi chi dan cach choi ctia y thiic
hé, tro choi budc hai ngdn tay treo ngudi viua
tam muoi dau ngén chan kiéng chi c6 thé kéo dai
dén ngay thi bay. Ké nhap cudc chai kho long
kién nhan thém. N6 sé hét 16n, xin dugc lam bat
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cu viéc gi ngudi ta cuéng buc nd. N6 sé ngoan
ngoan chdng lai tat ca nhiing gi no da khudc tu
chong d6i. N6 mat nhan tinh, mat ly tri. N6 kho-
ng con 1a con ngudi nita. Oc né da bi got rita sach
sé chit nguoi. Va do la tdy nao. Ngudi ta bat no
viét. Nguoi ta bat n6 ky tén. Nguoi ta bat né doc
vao may ghi &m. N6 han hoan viét, han hoan ky,
han hoan doc. N6 khiép sg n6i nhtic nhéi rim
ran khap co thé, ndi nhiic nhoi bat nguon tu dau
muoi sgi gidy than kinh mong mdu 6 mudi dau
ngdn chan. Cac té€ bao trong co thé nd thuc duc
n6 dau hang. N6 tré thanh do bo sau khi viét, ky
tén va ghi am. Nhan loai khi phach ngoai nha tu
s€ phan xét no, sé khinh bi né. Gitta né va cudc
doi sé co mot phan cdch thaim tham. Cudc ddily
di n6. Cudc doi doan tuyét nd. N6 c6 don. Béi vi,
ctia hep n6 mé, dudng hep no di tim sy song da cé
nhting tro choi don mat ctia y thic hé ma nhiing
ké di dudng rong cho la chuyén hoang dudng.
Nhiing ké d6 chua bi nhot & conex, cachot da,
ham nudc, ham giam, cachot ban chong; chua bi
khat ra hong, lanh thau xuong; chua bi téc moc
dung dlng, mat 16i ra; chua bi cong cac kiéu,
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treo cac 10i; chua hiéu gia tri cia ngum nuéc
14, miéng com bdc bang tay dinh bun bén thiu;
chua nuo6t con dan song; chua ngt diing, ngu
quy, ngt ngoi... Nhiing ké dé san sang két t6i bat
cud ai khong chiu dung ndi thong khoé nguc tu va
san sang hoan ho bat cu ai chét, dau chét hén ha,
trong nguc tu, trong nhuc nhdn théng kho. Tuy
nhién, nhiing ké d¢ lai bin xin mot bong hong
ném xudng nam mo tudng tugng clia bat cu ai
dugc ho vinh ton cdi chét anh hung!

Ké bi tdy ndo da dugc cudc dai doi xui tan bao
hon cé thoi gian n6 chdng cy tdy ndo. Y thic hé
nam viing diéu nay. N6 khong can tht tiéu nhiing
ké da thoa man yéu cau cua no6. N6 da giét ké bi
tdy ndo, du ké tdy ndo van song, va song & bét cti
noinao ngoai vong kiém tda ctia nd. Nhung né da
budn ba véi anh chang linh My chan that James
Fisher. Qud bay ngay ro6i, ngudi ta chd doi tiéng
kéu dau hang cua James mot cach hoi hop. Tang
thu tdm cta dia nguc im lang. James Fisher up
sat mdt vao tudng, mudi dau ngdn chan cti kiéng
trén ban chong. Chang van rudn, van rudén lén.
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James da hét cam gidc nhic nhoi. Quan chang
siing phan tiéu. Nhiéu ldc chang tinh tdo, nhiéu
lic chang hon mé. Nhiing luc hon mé, James nhe
bang. Co6 1€, khong phai chang hon mé. James da
phiéu lang d6 day. Chang du lich dia nguc. James
thay con mot tang nita, mot tang cudi cung. Phai
chang doé la cudi duong hep, la sy song tim thay
trong noi chét? Chang ao udc xudng ting thi
chin. Va thé xac chang nhe bang, hai ngon tay cai
va mudi dau ngoén chan chang binh thudng.

Ngay thi mudi hai, ngudi ta g& chang xuong,
diu chang vé phong ci. James da bat y thtic hé
stia doi cach choi cua tro choi chang da tham du.
Chang lai tam goi, thay quan 4o va ngl. James
chd xudng tang dia nguc thi chin.
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18.

C/ hi Mai buc boi v cing. Nghé thuat cong
\Jan clia nang, nang da thuc tap & cac nha
tu Sibérie v6i cac tu nhan chinh tri va tu tuéng va
déu thanh cong. Riéng trudng hop James Fisher,
nang gdp kho khian. Cht nghia ctia nang ciling
nhu nha tu, phuong phdp cdi tao tu tudng, hinh
cu truy nd tdm hon con ngudi va cung cach khai
thac su that va tdy nao su that rdp mot khuon, &
Lién X6 hay & Tiép Khac, & Trung Quoc hay &
Viét Nam hoan toan gidng nhau. Néu can sang
tao thém, su sdng tao khong hé lam giam gia
tri ctia ki€u mau chan ly. N6 chi ndng tinh cach
thich hgp hoan canh. Ngudi ta khong st dung hé
thong Pavlov tai Viét Nam. Chi ¢ Lién X6 va cho
nhiing tay tinh bdo chién lugc My hay nhiing
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nhan vat chinh tri bé thé ma ti€éng ndi khi tro vé
nuéc My cua ho tac hai dén chinh sach toan cau
ctia Hoa Ky.

James Fisher khong phai 1a gidn di¢p. Dudi
mat va trong y nghi Chi Mai, chang chila mot tu
binh hang bét. Nhung ga linh My hang bét nay
da chiing t6 minh ngoan cudng hon ca nhiing
tén cuc ky phan dong Lién X6, nhiing tén ddm an
thua da v6i Dién Kremlin. Nghé thuat cong an
va ngh¢ thuat tinh bdo ctia chu nghia cua nang
day nang kinh nghiém ndm long: Khi bj ké thu
bat, ding d€ no tra tan, day doa, cti khai hét sy
that. Co s& da thay doi hét, ké hoach da huy bé tu
phut gidy minh ndm trong tay ké thu. Néu c ai vi
minh ma sa ludi, bon d6 dang hy sinh. Cac lanh
tu da khai hét dong chi cia minh. Dé song va dé
trd thanh lanh tu. Dong chi cta lanh tu khong
xting dang dé€ lanh tu chiu dung dau kho tra tin.
Chi Mai thay dung. Dién hinh cu thé nhatla lanh
tu vi dai nhat ctia nang, cht tich Ho Chi Minh. Vi
lanh tu ho H6 khong ddu diém sy that. Ong da
ghi trong Nguc trung nhat ky:
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O doi tram sy déu cay ding

Cay dang khong bang mdt tu do
Moi 16i moi viéc khong tu chi
Dé€ chiing dat di tua trdu bo.

Lanh ty vi dai H6 Chi Minh, ké lam rung rinh
nudc My va thé gidi, da ngoan ngoan nhu «trau
bo,» khai hét nhiing gi cai nguc muoén khai, ky hét
nhiing gi cai nguc muon ky, mién rang thoat cuc
hinh tra tan. Anh chang James Fisher thi khac
han. Sy viét ty khai va ky tén theo y muén ctia
Chi Mai chang 1am hai ngudi My nao, chi lam
loi chang ta thoi, ma James nhat dinh khudc tu,
tinh nguyén chiu dau khé. Nang khong hiéu noi
ga linh My mudn su6t doi lam nguoi chan that
nay. Nang mét moi véi James roi. Ban ngay, nang
nghi dén James. Ban dém, lac tinh gidc, nang
nghi dén James. Nang bi James am anh, bi am
anh ca nhting cdu ndi khién nang nédi gidn. «Néu
toi chét & day 1a do y Thugng dé. Toi da song
chan that va sé chét chan that, suét doi lam ngudsi
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chan that. Con ngudi khi bi chiu dung dau dén,
né da chiu dyng mot cach phi thuong.»

Chi Mai mim cudi, 1dm bam: «Véi tro choi
nay, con ngudi sé khong chiu dung ndi mot cach
phi thudng ntia. N6 cling chang dugc chét theo
y muon cta Thugng dé ctia né.» Nang nhéin
chudng. Ga cai nguc ddy ctia budc vao.

— Tén gidc My ra sao?

G4 cai nguc 1€ phép:

— Bdo cdo dong chi, n6 an ngon ngu ky.
Chi Mai hai tiép:

- ba dé giay but lén ban ctia né chua.
G4 cai nguc ding nghiém:

— Bdo cdo dong chi, t6i da thi hanh ménh
lénh.
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Nang hat tay. Ga cai nguc rdi van phong. Chi
Mai dung day. Nang di di, lai lai r6i nang mé ctia
ra ngoai. Chi Mai tha dai theo 16i nhé vao khu
rung trudc trai. Nang ngoi dudi goc cay, dua lung,
dudi chan thoai mai. Ty nhién, Chi Mai nhé Pa-
ris vo cung. Va nhé Paris, nang lai nhé mot ky
niém ma ca triéu lan mudn quén nang van khong
quén ndi.

D6 la mua he tuyét diéu 6 Moscou, trong moét
quan ca phé vang, Chi Mai da quen Boris Ilitch
Kanazev. Chang la kién trac su khong cé dang
tich. Boris 16n hon Chi Mai muoi tudi. Boris da td
ra binh thudng hoi con la doan vién Doan thanh
nién Konsomol. Chang ludi biéng phan dau.
Chang bao gid chang dugc coi nhu ddi tugng két
nap vao Dang cdng san ca. Hon mot kién tric su,
Boris Kanazev 1a nghé si. Quan niém cta chang
phong khodng. Boris khong thich tam hon minh
bi rang budc hay bi diéu ki¢n hoa. Chang choi
luc huyén cam va hat rat truyén cam. Chi Mai da
ngay ngat nghe Kanazev hét ca khuc Chiéu Mos-
cou ctua Chostakovitch. Chang bi phé binh la ké
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ham mo¢ cht nghia cd nhan va thich xét lai tat ca.
Boris Kanazev thudc nhiéu tho cua Pasternak.
Chang kham phuc thai do cta Pasternak va kinh
mén tai nang van chuong ctia van hao nay. Boris
da tam sy v6i Chi Mai rang, nghé si khong can
bang. Boi vy, dau tai giodi, Boris khong dugc
bang chi€u c6. Va chang riing rung. Chang sdng
don gian.

Chi Mai gdp Kanazev khi nang mdi sang du
hoc Lién X6. Nang khon 16n & Ha Noi, thuoc giai
cap ma nhiing ngudi ban trai cung l6p khong
dam to tinh.

Nang do tu so sinh, huyét thong cong san
tinh khiét. Chi Mai ciing nhin nhiing nguoi
thanh nién bang tudi nang véi cdp mat khinh
thuong. Ho nghéo kho, khim niim va cam danh
mot cach t0i nghiép. Ho thi€u uéc mo ngoai mo
udc no am. Vao tudi mdng mo, nang da bang
khuang thém cé tinh nhan. Nhung nang c6 don
trong hang kém gai giai cap thong tri méi cta
nang. Roi nang qua Lién X6 du hoc. Chi Mai
da thay Boris Kanazev dung con thém khat yéu



218 | Duyén Anh

duong. Nang cam tinh ngay véi anh chang Nga
lting khting va yéu chang say dam. Tinh yéu cua
nang ndé ro mua he. Boris da ngac nhién biét Chi
Mai hoc nghé thuat cong an. Chang khuyén nang
do6i nganh. Nang bao Dang ctia nang da chon lya.

Boris Kanazev va Chi Mai trdi qua nhiing
thang ngay 4i an nong nan. Ho da lam tinh véi
nhau va mdi lan lam tinh, Boris déu ghi lai tam
tudng Chi Mai nhiing phut dé mé tdt ngon dinh
trdi. Hai ngudi tinh chuyén vg chong. Ho da dung
vao y thuc hé¢ va thanh kién xa h¢i. Hai Dang va
hai Nha nuéc quyét liét chong doi. Dang vién chi
két duyén v6i ddng vieén. Boris khong phaila dang
vién. Chang dugc khuyén cao cham dut lién hé
tinh cdm véi nang. Nang bi cha nghiém trach va
bi Dang bat viét tu kiém. Chi Mai da khéc nhiéu
dém. Nang khong dugc phép ndi, cusi véi Bo-
ris néu gap nhau ngoai pho. Cudi cuing, Boris bi
thuyén chuyén vé Kiev va Chi Mai bi Toa dai su
va Dai hoc quan ly tinh cdm. Chi Mai phai cam
két khong quan h¢ tinh cdm véi bat cti thanh nién
ngoai qudc nao. Dang ctia nang sé chon lya chong
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cho nang. Bang cuéng buc nang doan tuyét tinh
yéu v6i Boris Kanazev, nang dau dén am tham,

khong dam thé than, khong dam chéng doi.

Tot nghiép Dai hoc cong an va sau khda huan
luyén ctia KGB, trai tim nang van danh ché don
tra cho Boris Kanazev. Yéu Boris, nang sg hai
khong ddm di tim chang. Va Boris cling cui mat
cam danh. Tu d6, Chi Mai chua yéu ngudi thu
hai. Nang da dang hién tinh dau tuyét v&i cho
Boris. Nhiing ngud¢i dong huong doc than cua
nang trong cac Toa dai st nang phuc vu, khong
dang dé nang luu y. Nang viia quen mot thanh
nién Phdp mang véc dang Boris Kanazev, anh ta
to tinh, nang ling thinh, khong chéi tii, chang
chap nhan. bang cua nang da quan ly cé linh hon
nang...

Chi Mai thé dai. Nghe tiéng ve kéu, nang
nhé mua he Moscou, nhé Boris, nhé nhiing cudc
may mua rung dong tan day hon. Nang ngoi day,
ngoi gitia sy hiu quanh, lam coéng viéc Dang ra
1énh, cong viéc ma Kanazev dd& mudn nang vat
liéng. Dang ctia nang la luong tri ctia nang, 1a tri
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tué cua nang, la u6c mao cua nang, la hanh phuc
cta nang, la tinh yéu ctia nang. Ngudi ddng vién
cong san khong dugc yéu ai, ngoai Dang. Chi
Mai chua bao gid dam tu hoi tai sao thé. Tai sao
con nguoi cong san khong dugc phép yéu con
nguoi khong cong san va khong thudc giong noi
minh?

Nang ué oai dung day. Mot chut buon tham
phang phat trén khuén mdt nang...
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19.

Némg nhin qua khung ctia s6, dam chiéu...
J Luc ay, ngudi ta da chudn bi xong tro choi
mdi & khu rung kin ddo. James Fisher than nhién
vO cudc. Nguodi ta ra 1énh cho chang chui vao
cai thung phuy. Tay bi cong chéo, James Fisher
ngoi trudc miéng phuy. Chang cui thap, khom
lung rac vo. Nguoi ta dung ding cai phuy lén.
bau chang cam duédi day ma chan chang khong
thé dudi thang. Ngudi ta ddy ndp phuy sat khit.
James co quap trong phuy véi nhiéu 16 hd nhu
con luon dai cudn trong cai 6ng ngan dam chuc
dau. Y hét mot cay cong bi cuéng buc trong, dau
chang la cai g6c ma toc chang la ré tua tua, James
dau thon dinh thép. Manh xuong so da chiu dung
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stic ndng cua ca than xac chang. James cam giac
méu di dén hét xudng 6c. Oc bi ngap lut mau, bi
nhuém do. Co chiing tat ca co quan trong co thé
chang déu bi lat ngugc.

James vlia mdi viéng tham tang thd tdm dia
nguc. Mudi hai ngay rong rudi doan trudng, hai
ngon tay cdi con té nhic, mudi dau ngédn chan
con sung mong, chang chua kip rt bui phong tran
thi lai dugc moi du lich tang thu chin. Tang thu
chin cua dia nguc, nhiing ltic hon mé & tang thu
tam, chang da hinh dung né nhu chdng choét cua
thong kho, nhu céy s6 cudi cung ctua duong hep,
nhu sy séng tim thdy trong noi chét. Va chang ao
uGc dugc dat chan lén mdt no, dugc ngdi lén mat
no6. James Fisher da tiing hanh dién vé€ thanh tich
ché ngu hinh phat ctia thu han ctia cht nghia,
cua y thic hé, ctia con ngudi ¢ tang dia nguc thu
nhét. Chang ngé minh da ngao nghé hon lao ngu
phu ctia Hemingway. Va chang ngd, dia nguc chi
c6 moét ting duy nhat. «Nguoi My can dau khé
dé biét no6i dau kho ctia nhan loai, can xudng dia
nguc dé hiéu sy mo udc 1én thién dang ctia nhin
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loai, can bat hanh dé duing pha hoai hanh phuc
cta nhan loai.» Nang Chi Mai day chang thém
nhiing bai hoc dau khd. James Fisher v& 1€, dia
nguc c6 nhiéu tang. Nhu thé, ngusi My chan
that James Fisher cang ngao nghé hon. Béi vi,
chang la ngudi My, 1a con nguoi dugc Thugng dé
ban riéng 4n sung uéng can mat dang ctia Diém
vuong.

James Fisher v0i tuéng minh da ng¢ Thich
Ca. Bay gio méi dich thuc ngd Thich Ca. Chang
dang 6 tang dia nguc thd chin. Ngusi My tu ban,
ngudi My hung manh, ngudi My ba cha hoan
cau, ngudi My thiia mua hanh phuc, ngudi My
nghe nhan loai ké khé thi nhian mét ché nhao,
nhin nhan loai khoc thi 6m bung cudi thich thu,
ngudi My coi chuyén doi khat la chuyén hoang
dudng, ngudi My ay dang trong dau dudi day
thung phuy, co quap nhu con luon, nhan danh
ca dan toc My va chiu dung bat hanh, ma hoc tap
dau khd dé€ ctu réi nuéc My bang cam thong noi
dau kho cua loai ngudi ma san sé hanh phtic cho
loai ngudi.
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Cai phuy sat da 1on lai. Miéng phuy & dudi,
day phuy 6 trén. James Fisher tut nhanh. Mong
chang cham sat nap phuy. Dau goi va hai tay
cong chéo dinh chdt vong phuy. James ngoi kho
khan. Chang giong miéng nhom 16n va dai bi bé
cong nhét c6 vao cai hop ngan va hep. Mau trén
dau chang lai 6 at d6 xuéng muon 16i theo ca éc.
Tim phoi, rudt gan chang lat nhanh xuo6i chiéu.
James nghe r6 tiéng 14t. Nhu thé phoi kéo cuong
hong dai ra. Ngoi kiéu ngdi dia nguc ting thu
chin chua hét choang vang, nguoi ta da 1on phuy
lai. Dau James dung day phuy dau diéng. Chang
khong con cach nao dé dau vi tay chang da bi
cong. Phuy 1on, cac co quan trong co thé chang
16n theo. N6 16n thong tha. Roi né ting toc do.
Di vang, hién tai 1on ting pheo. Thoat dau, James
con tra 16i minh nhting cau hdi ngan tala ai, dang
& dau, lam gi dung thd tu. Dan dan, sy tra 16i bi
dao 1on va, sau cung, khong thé tra 16i noi.

Luc d6, nguoi ta dap cai phuy nam ngang.
Ngudi ta 1dn cdi phuy. Ngudi ta lan cham, James
chi bi tridn ntia vong. Hai ban tay bi cong chéo
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cta chang nang lung chang 1én. James x0e mudi
dau ngdén tay chong dé vat va. Nguoi ta lan
nhanh, James xoay tron ca vong. Nhu con heo 6
10 quay. Nhu hat ca phé 6 10 rang. Nhu banh xe
quay tit. James chéng mat. Di vang, hién tai cua
chang quay tit tho 16. James buon 6i. Chang ngam
miéng. Khong noi. Da day chang da phong do ton
tri 1én c6 chang. James non mua. Chang 6i mét
xanh, mat vang. James nham mat. Cai phuy lan
xuo6i. Cai phuy lan ngugc. N6 ngting lai. N6 bat
dau chang cam xu6ng. N6 bat dau chang dung
1én. No lat up, 14t ngua. Lién tuc. James mat thé
cht dong. Tri 6c chang ddo 1on. Tri nhé chang
mo ho. Hién tai, di vang, khong gian, thoi gian
nhdp nho, goi lén nhau. James da bi phan tan tu
tudng.

Ngudi ta mé nap phuy 16i chang ra. Ga cai
nguc dua sat cdi micro vao miéng chang. Mdy
cassette da nhan nuat. Bang da chay. Nhung mat
James hoa roi, chang khong nhin thay gi ca.
James ldo ddo. James nga quy. Nguoi ta x0i nudc
xudng mat chang, xuong toan than chang. Ngudsi
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ta dung chang ngodi day, cho chang udng coc
nudc dudng. James tinh dan. Va sau moét ly tra
nong that dic, James hoan toan tinh. Ngudi ta
cho chang an thém hai trai chuéi va hut mot diéu
thudc thom. James da nhin r6 cdi mdy cassette.
Tu nhién, tu tudng bi phan tdn cua chang lai tré
ve tap trung dong du, viing vang.

Ga cai nguc dem cdai mdy cassette tGi gan
James. G& mim cudi d€ micro ké miéng James.
Chang lac dau. Chang lac d4u hoai va nhin ga cai
nguc khong mot chut odn thu. James Fisher chua
bao gio nghi téi chu nghia va y thiic hé, nhiing
thu phu phiém, vo tich sy ctia doi song. Tt hom
nghe nang Chi Mai miét thi cht nghia tu ban va
quy no la ké thu ctia chu nghia vo6 san, James mdi
hiéu minh clingla ké thu ctia chti nghia vo san! Va
hinh phat thti hdn trut lén dau chang 1a hinh phat
cta chu nghia, khong phai la hinh phat ctua con
ngudi dich thuc. Sy bat hanh ctia James Fisher
va cla tat cd ngudi My cd tam hon nhu chang la
da sinh ra & mot dat nudc giau manh lanh dao
chtl nghia tu ban bdi mdt nhém thiéu s6. Dan
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toc Hoa Ky lap qudc trudce khi cht nghia tu ban
thanh hinh. Dan toc Hoa Ky dau phai cht nghia
tu ban. Nhu dan toc Nga, dan toc Viét Nam dau
phai cht nghia v6 san. Con nguoi ¢ thoi dai hom
nay con bat hanh vi noi chon sinh ra né. James da
c6 ly do d€ khong thu han con ngudi. Va chang
mim cuoi than hiiu véi ga cai nguc. Lac dau.

Ga ham huc bdo James chui vao thung phuy.
James Fisher chui vao nhu da chui vao. Ctia dia
nguc tang thu chin la cdi hang. Diém vuong ngu
& day. Muon gdp mat lao, James phai chui qua
hang. Cai phuy lai lat up, lat ngtia. Cai phuy lai
lan xudi, lan nguogc. Tat ca lai ddo 1on, tru tri dc.
Tu tudng James don tra & do, co6 thu. Ngudi ta
ngung tro choi giay lat. Roi ngudi ta doi tro choi.
James van nam nghiéng trong phuy. Ngudi ta
dung thanh sat go tting hoi nhu ngudi ta go kéng
tu. Ngudi ta gd nap phuy, chin chang cuc cya.
Ngudi ta gdo day phuy, dau chang nhuc nhich.
Nguoi ta gd thanh phuy, than hinh chang dong
day. Néu James co thé bit tai? Tay chang bi cong.
Cai néu cta chang da chi phéi tu tudng chang.



228 | Duyén Anh

Khong cé tro choi nao dé tién hon tro choi cua
y thtic hé. N6 lam con ngudi mat tri nhé dé mat
phdm cach lam ngudi. Thé nhung c¢6 nhiing con
nguoi lai vui thich tro choi nay.

Chi Mai do, nang da rut thém mot trang ty
khai ban loan khéc cua James. Va nang chu y
nhiing giong James viét cho Susan. « Em yéu ddu,
madt ngot cua hon anh, hoi thé cua cudc song anh,
udc mo cua doi anh! Tai sao con ngudi khong
dugc gan gii va thuong yéu nhau? Tai sao anh
khong dugc gan em va yéu em? C6 nhiing hé luy
chua x6t, nhiing gido diéu oan nghiét ngan cdn sy
gdn giii cua con ngudi, nghiém cdm sy thuong yéu
nhau cua con ngudi ma con nguoi bdt lyc, khong
thé vuot qua hé luy, khong ddm chong lai gido
diéu. D€ty do gdn giii, tu do yéu nhau, tu do song
nhu con nguoi chan thdt. Ngudi ta vita mdi noi
vdi anh vé chu nghia, vé y thiic hé. Nhiing thii nay
khong co trdi tim, khong c6 long trac dn, khong biét
xuc dong, khong biét yéu. Chiing sé cim dodn con
nguoi yéu nhau va con ngudi cui mdt cam danh.
Anh sé chang bao gid cui mdt cam danh. Chang
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gido diéu nao, hinh phat nao cdm noi anh yéu em.
Anh yéu em cd nhiing luc anh ra rugi nhdt, nhuc
nhdn nhdt, Susan yéu ddu...»

James Fisher da viét vé tiéng dong thiéu long
trac dn. Bay gi¢ chang nham chat mat. Tiéng
dong da vudng mat chang nhu cat bui vudng
mat. Bat chgt, thanh sat go loan cai phuy. Tiéng
dong chat chua ghé rgn. James khong thé bit tai.
Chang tudng sap v6 mang nhi. Mau mai James
trao ra. James da thuc sy ding trudc cung vang
dién ngoc cua Diém vuong.

Nang doc lai, m¢t lan ntia, nhiing dong chii
viét trong con ban loan ctia James Fisher: «Tai
sao con ngudi khong dugc gan giii va thuong yéu
nhau? Tai sao anh khong dugc gan em va yéu em?
Ngudi ta viia mdéi ndi v6i anh vé cht nghia, vé y
thic hé. Nhiing thu nay khong c6 trdi tim, khong
o long trac 4n, khong biét xic dong, khong biét
yéu. Chung sé cdm doan con ngudi yéu nhau va
con ngudi cui mdt cam danh. « Chi Mai tudng
nhu Boris Kanazev dang néi & dau, dang ndi véi
nang. Nang d€ nguyén ho so James Fisher trén
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ban, vung chay ra cho James Fisher chiu hinh
phat.

Chi Mai hat tay:

- bu roi.

Nang héi ga cai nguc:

— May lan?

Ga cai nguc sung sudéng dap:

— Thua dong chi chua day hai lan a!

Nang ra lénh:

— L6i no ral

James Fisher dugc kéo ra khdi tang dia nguc
thi chin. Nguoi ta dung chang day. Mau mii,
mau tai James Fisher van con ta ra. Téc chang
bo phd. Mat chang kho dai. Chi Mai budc gan

chang. Nang dang 14y xau chia khoa ti tay ga cai
nguc ma cong cho chang.
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— James, t6i rat an han.

S¢ chang nghe chua rd, nang nhac lai, 16n
hon:

— James, t6i rat an han.

Chang ngoeo ¢b. Nhung trén moi chang né
nu cuoi.
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20.

Nﬁa thang sau, James Fisher hoan hon.
J Chang dugc bac si nha ti san sdc stc
khoe, tiém thudc bé va udng thudc khang sinh.
Tiéu chuidn com nudc ctia chang phong phu.
James da nghe rd ti€éng chim hot. Chang hit thé
binh thudng. Cudm tay chang, ngoén tay chang,
ngon chan chang da hét dau. Nhiing vét sanh,
thty tinh dam vao nguc chang, bung chang, lung
chang, mong chang da lanh 1dn. James c6 thé nhé
lai dién bién & tang dia nguc thi chin. Va chang
rung r&i. Chi can mdt 1an nda thoi, hodc James
sé chét lam mot ngudi sudt doi chan that, hodc
James sé€ song lam mdt ngudi phan phuc chinh
minh. Chang khong hiéu tai sao tro choi xay ra
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c6 mot lan. Chang cling khong hiéu dia nguc con
thém tang nao.

Rong ra hai tudn, Chi Mai chdng thém goi
chang lam viéc. James biét nang muon ty y chang
viét nhiing 16i nang yéu cau ngay tai phong giam.
Nang da cho d€ san gidy but trén ban. Ranh rang
qua, James Fisher bong tuong tu tro choi cta
y thiic hé. Chang da hiéu than phan chang roi.
James khong hy vong vé My dugc. Ngudi ta sé
ban bo xuong ctia chang thoi. Ty nhién, James
mong ngay ay. D€ gia dinh chang biét dich xac
chang da chét. D€ Susan McCareen di 1dy chong,
néu nang con dgi chd chang. James Fisher udc
ao nguoi ta thu tiéu chang sém. Chang da chan
ngdn moi tro choi cua y thic hé roi. James dang
suy nghi vé cach thic ngudi ta sé giét chang thi
cai nguc ma ctia phong dan chang lén gap Chi
Mai.

— Kha roi cht, James?

— Cam on co.



234 | Duyén Anh
Nang chi hop Coca Cola va goi Winston:

— Hai thu déu la cudi cung. Tiéu chudn nudc
ngot va thuoc la phuc vu anh da hét.

Chang cudi:

— Toi thay khong can thiét Coca Cola va
Winston.

Nang cuoi theo:

— Vi anh ngoan ¢6 ma chung t6i con ngheéo,
chua du tu cach chiéu dai ngudi khach My ddc
biét.

Chang ndi:

— Co6 da day t6i bai hoc hanh phtc trong ca
nudc la.

Nang xua tay:
— Quén chuyén ay di.

Nang ngé James Fisher, mat ang lén nhiing
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tia tinh cam. Nhiing tia mat, 1an dau tién James
don nhén va James thdy yén long dé khoi phai
noéi «Toi rat an han, c6 Chi Mai a.»

— CU noi that, James, anh cd thu ghét t6i kho-
ng?

Chang nhin nang, xao xuyén khon ta. Nhu
thé chang da 4dp G cau tra 16i tu lau, nay méi ¢
dip trut ra.

— Khong, thanh that t6i chua hé c6 y nghi
thu ghét c6. Toi la ngudi Thién Chua gido thudc
Thanh kinh va c6 gang lam sang nghia Thanh
kinh. Thanh kinh day: «Céc nguoi hay yéu ké thu
nghich ctia cdc nguoi va cau nguyén cho ké bat
b cdc nguoi.»

— Anh noi thi t6i tin. Nhung tai sao lai phai
yéu ké thu nghich?

— Vi yéu ké yéu minh khong c6 phan thudng
gi ca.

— Van Thanh kinh, ha?
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— Phai.

— Toi lay lam la tai sao anh khong té thai do
chong cy t6i. Tai sao?

— Co dung gian nhé?

— Anh ci noi that.

— Thanh kinh day: DBuing chong cu ké ac.

Nang cudi thich thu:

— Gid anh di tu, anh sé tr& thanh linh muc t6t
d4y. Thién va Ac, Cong chinh va Gia hinh, & thoi
dai nay khong con nam trong Thanh kinh nta.

N6 nam & quyén luc cta ké nao khoe nhhat. Tai
sao anh ddng linh?

Chang hdi:

— ( Viét Nam, thanh nién c6 thi hanh nghia
vu quan sy khong, c6 Chi Mai?

Nang dap:
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- Co.

— O nuéc My ciing vay. Téi thi hanh nghia vu
quén sy, tdi lam bén phéan ctia cong dan My doi
vGi td quoc My cua toi.

— Rat nhiéu sinh vién My phan chién dot thé
quan dich, tai sao anh khong lam thé?

— Vi t6i la cong dan luong thién.

— Nhiing ngudi tién bo dot thé quan dich
khong luong thién a?

— D6 la bon phén quoc, hen nhat va a dua.
Nuéc My chung t6i dan chu nhat thé gisi. Co
chién truong chét vinh cho nhiing cong dan
luong thién lam bén phan véi t6 qudc va cd nha
tu song nhuc nha cho bon phan quoc, hén nhat.

— Anh mAu thuin véi Thanh kinh cta anh
day, James a!

Nang quet diém cho chang moéi di€u thuoc

mol:
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— Nhiing hé luy chap chung cua anh da cham
dut.

Chang nha khdi:
— Cam on co.

— bang1é né chadm dut & lan thu hai hodc thu
ba trong thung phuy. Nhung vi anh muén sud6t
doi lam ngudi chan that, toi chiéu y anh.

— Cam on co. To6i da hiéu.

— Anh nén hiéu thém: Ngay & Sibérie, khong
tu nhan ngoan cuong nao chiu ndi qua ba lan.

Nang tho dai:

— Bay gi¢ dén hé luy chap chung cua toi.
Chang ngo ngac:

— Tai sao?

Nang budn ba:
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— Vi ngudi cong san khong cé long trac an.
Luong tri t6i van chut long trac dn, t6i da mat
phdm chat cong san va théla sé hé luy chap chung.

James Fisher v6i vang thu thé. Chang ngo6i im
hat thuoc, khong hoi gi ca. Chang lo ngai cai bay
tinh cdm ctia Chi Mai. James can xét lai long tui té
cta nang, long trac 4n ctia nang.

— Toéi khong bat anh thoa man yéu cau cta
toi nita. Gidy but trong phong anh, anh mudén
viét gi tiy y, khong muon viét thi thoi. Toi muon
giup anh, mu6n anh vé My sém, song t6i nhd bé,
khong quyét dinh noi. Toi rat tiéc, James a!

James Fisher bong 6n xuong séng. Nang
nhéan chuéng. Ga cai nguc budc vao.

— Anh vé phong nghi ngoi.

Chang chao nang, theo ga cai nguc vé€ phong.
James khong nam. Chang ché dgi mot tro choi
mdi cta nang. « Toi rat tiéc, James a! » Nam chii
ghép thanh mot cau, mdt cau rat lich sy, au yém
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ngoai cugc doi. V6i James Fisher, 6 day, tii hom
nghe Chi Mai néi, né la mét ménh 1énh diu chang
vao nhiing cuc hinh nghiét nga. «Toi rat tiéc,
James a!» James da ngao du sau tang dia nguc lan
lugt vi cau nay. Chi Mai lai “Toi rat ti€c, James a!”
Va chang lai hinh tuéng nhting hé luy duéi tang
dia nguc thi mudi. Chang rat muon tin ngudsi
nhung chang khong dam tin Chi Mai. Nang con
thay doi “khong khi” Thay vi “James, anh vé suy
nghi,” nang “Anh v€ phong nghi ngoi.” James cho
dgi mai t6i sau bita an chiéu. Chang chua yén
tam. Dau sao, James cling phai ngu. Chang vtia
ddt lung thi Chi Mai goi lén vdn phong cta nang.

— Lic nay t6i quén mot dieu hét stic tam cam.
— Thua c0, to6i mudn nghe diéu ay.

— Cam on anh da khong thu ghét toi.

— To6i da chan that.

— Téi hiéu.

Nang tram giong:



Mot tu binh My & Viét Nam | 241
— Toi hy vong, tii nay anh yén than.

Chang néi:
— Cho dén ngay thanh xuong kho?

— To6i khong ré. James, anh bat ddu dé phong
toi phai khong?

- Vang.

— It ai chéan that nhu anh. Déng 1& chéi phat
di chti? Anh da khong tin toi, dang tiéc. Tuy anh
thoi.

Nang dua cho chang g6i Winston huat dé va
hop diém:

— Anh dem vé phong hut dé xén.
Giong nang xa vang:
— Chua biét hom nao t6i sé vé Ha Noi. Nhung

con & day, toi sé mdi anh 1én ndi chuyén choi.
James, giti gin stic khoe. Anh sé may man...
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Nang nhan chuéng. Ga cai nguc budc vao.
Chang theo ga vé phong. James nam suy nghi.
Tat ca suy nghi cua chang xoay vo Chi Mai.
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21.

Khi cai cong si€t chat tay anh
phai hiéu sy that da chidy mau
phai hiéu ty do han 1én nhiing vét cao ciu va
thi ca lin ngap ludi dao. Lic ay anh bat dau viét
thong diép mdi cho su tra tan cho nha lao cho
cai tu.

Hay tdi nghiép su tra tan vi né khong co trai
tim khong c6 hoi thd khong cé nudc mat khong
c6 don dau.

Hay thuong x6t nha lao vi né khong cé tinh
ai n6 khong hiéu né ngu hay n6 dai n6 ngan nam
bong t6i mit mu.
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Hay tha tht cai tu vi n6 tro tro than may né
ngang qua no trd lai né vo tri nhu nguc da dém

gia.

Gi tdng sy tra tan mot bong hoa dé né biét
da thit du tan nat nhung con ngudi van ding
trén hinh phat van ding hoai va ton tai vo clung.
Gui tang nha lao mot miéng nhé nhung dé né
tuong tu cudc doi bao la rdng mé cudc ddi chang
hé khda chdt ctia giam nhot ai ca hat gitia dudng.

Gui ting «cai tu chat xiu tam
hon dé né them thuong rung dong
no6 sé buon va né khdc né sé vui va nd cudi no sé
khao khat lam ngudéi.

Va do la thong diép méi cua
thi si viét ti oan khién voi voi
gtii di khap nguc tu thé gidi gui xuéng huyét sdu
va gui ca 1én troi

— Anh lam tho a?

— Khong, toi chép theo tri nhé.
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— Cua ai.

— Mot thi si Lién X6 to6i quén tén. Ong ta da
chét & Goulag, bai tho gtii 1én sang Tay phuong.

— Anh mudn t6i phat bi€éu cam tudng khong?
— Tuy co.

— Bai tho hay lam. Téi rat xtic dong nhung
anh phai xé vun, kéo phién cho anh.

Nang nhan manh:
— Va cho to6i.
Chang xé vun trang gidy.

— James, anh mugn tho thién ha néi lén tam
su anh, ha?

Chang khong chéi cai:
— Vang.

— Anh khong tht han dan toc Viét Nam chu?



246 | Duyén Anh
— Khi chién tranh chim dut, tht hdn chim
dut luon. Thu han, t6i rat ghét hai tiéng nay.

— Anh khong tht han cht nghia ctia t6i?

— CO uanoi vé chi nghia, véy thuc h¢ qua. Toi
ngudng mo tat ca cac chu nghia tao dung hanh
phuc cho loai ngudi, lam cho con ngudi gan gii
con ngudi, cam thong nhau va yéu thuong nhau.
Pong thadi, néu phai thu han, t6i thu han tat ca
cac chu nghia pha htiy hanh phuc cua loai ngudi,
tiéu diét sy cam thong ctia con ngudi, ngan cam
tinh yéu gitia con ngudi véi con ngudi va xai duc
con ngudi thu han nhau, chém giét nhau, day doa
nhau.

— Anh theo cht nghia tu ban?

— Toi theo Thugng dé.

— Anh la tu ban My.

— T6i 1a ngudi My. Nudc My c6 chu nghia tu

ban nhung khong phai dan toc My la tu ban tai
phiét My. Nuéc My cling vo s6 ngudi ngheéo, cd
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ca ngudi theo cht nghia cdng san, chi nghia xa
hoéi, cht nghia vo cht nghia. C6 biét nudc My c6
Pang cOng san chi? Riéng t6i, t6i la ngusi My
theo cht nghia chan that.

— Chu nghia tu ban thu han chu nghia cong
san.

— D6 la chu nghia chung né tht han nhau.
Dan téc My khong tht han dan toc nao.

— Anh da phuc vu tu ban M.

— Toéi phuc vu t6 qudc toi.

— Anh tham du chién tranh vi tu ban M.

— CO ct khoi chuyén ay lam gi nhi? Téi da
thanh that ndi véi c6 nhiéu l4n rang t6i lam bon
phan cong dan doi véi t6 quoc toi.

— Nhung anh muoén thang tran?

- Vang.
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— Vay la anh giy dau khé cho dan tdc thua
tran.

— C0O Chi Mai a, c6 chua hiéu tinh thin hiéu
thang cta dan toc téi. D6 la danh dy Hoa Ky.
Danh du 4y bat nguon tu thé thao. Khong mét
dan tdc nao trén thé gidi ham chudng thé thao
hon dan toc My. Chung t6i nhap cudc choi hay
ung hd hoi nha déu ham thang déi thu. Ching
toi c6 gang thang va tan tinh tranh dua. Sau tran
dau, chung t6i 6m nhau ca thua lan thang du
trong cudc dau chung tdi cé x6 xat nhau, cai co
nhau. V6i chién tranh, chung t6i dem tinh than
thé thao vao.

— Nhung thiéu thugng vo. Cac anh tan sat ca
phu nt, nhi dong.

— Co6 da ndi vé hién tugng va ban chat. Dan
toc nao cha cd mot s6 ngudi lam bay. Tudng cd
khong nén dem bon v6 nhan dao, bon Mafia ma
bao dé la bi€u tugng dan tdc Hoa Ky. Toi khong
bao gio coi ddm cai nguc l1a dan tdc Viét Nam.
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— Anbh la luat su ctia nuéc My hay luong tam
cta dan toc Hoa Ky?

— Mot ngudi My chan that. Con c6?
— Mot ngudi Viét Nam anh hluing.

— Co la dang vién cOng san?

— Di nhién.

— Con ngudi lam ra chu nghia va con ngudi
dau dén vi nhiing gido diéu ctia cht nghia. Toi
chua doc Marx, Engels nhung t6i nghi hai 6ng
nay khong dat ra nhiing gido diéu tréi budc tam
hon dich thuyc cua con ngudi. Chua Jesus khong
ddt ra gido hoi ma chi rao giang Tin Lanh. Chua
Jesus khong cAm ngudi da trang 14y nguoi da
den, ngudi da vang lay ngudi da dé, ngudi Thién
Chua gido lay ngudi Phat gido... Toi héi mot diéu,
co dling gian nhé?

— Anh ct hoi.

— C0 la con ngudi hay cht nghia cdng san?
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Chi Mai ldng thinh gidy lat roi, thay vi tra 16i
James Fisher, nang hoi:

— Jesus la con ngudi hay Thién Chua gido?
Chang say sua dap:

— Jesus la con ngudi. Jesus la con ngudi dich
thuc, 1a con nha ngheo 16n 1én trong thu han,
chém giét cua loai ngudi. Jesus dau khé va Jesus
kéu goi loai ngudi hay yéu thuong nhau, dung
lam cho nhau dau khé. Jesus kéu goi x6a bd giai
cap, “tat ca déulaanh em” Jesus khuyén ngudi ac
huéng thién. Moi thii huyén thoai phu 1én Jesus
déu sai lam. Jesus cting chét nhu con ngudi. Je-
sus phuc sinh bang tu tudng bac di cao ca, bang
nhiing 16i rao giang d€ lai cho d&i sdng, khong
phai bang phép tich huyén bi. Su phuc sinh cta
Jesus la Thién Chua gido, 1a Tin Lanh gido van
van...

Nang cuoi:

— T6i nghe vi linh muc siéu cdp tién giang
dao.
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Chang sang khoai:

— Cho t6i hoéi c6 mot cau ntia nhé?
Nang hon nhién:

— Xin m&i, linh muc James Fisher.
Chang hdi:

— CO cam gidc thé nao khi mdt con ngudi
hanh ha m¢t con nguai?

Chi Mai chép mat lia lia. James Fisher ndi:

— 'Toi biét c6 xuc dong. Co la con ngudi,
khong phai la chti nghia. Nhu t6i la con ngudi,
khong phdi 1a cht nghia. Nhu loai nguoi déu la
con ngudi, khong phai la chti nghia. Tu ban hay
cong san, do bo, bo hét! Con ngudi khong can
nod, van cu yéu nhau. C6 dau n& hanh ha t6i, cht
nghia cta c6 hanh ha t6i. C6 1a ban chat. Chu
nghia la hién tugng. Con ngudi vinh ctiu, vo han.
Cht nghia giai doan, htiu han.
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Chi Mai xao xuyén. Béng t6i da lay dong
manh & luong tri con ngudi nang. Chi Mai nho
nhe:

— Cam on James, ngay mai ta noi tiép.

Nang nhian chudng. Ga cai nguc ddy ctia bude
Vao.

— Anh v€ ngli ngon, James.
Chang ding day, hoi nghiéng dau:
— Thanh that cdm on co.

Va theo ga cai nguc vé phong.
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James Fisher bat dau thu vi nhiing cudc
\LJ man dam véi Chi Mai. Ct dugc noi, dugc
nghe tiéng me dé 1a sung suéng roi. James von
ghét tranh luin. Chang sg hai tranh luan dan dén
cdi co. Ngudi ta con ¢é thé thu han nhau vi sy bat
dong quan diém. Chang théem doc, thém nghe.
DéE suy tu. James xa lanh moi 6n ao vé tu tudng.
Chang nghi don gian: Tu tudng khong 1én tiéng.
Su tranh luan 6n ao khong lam nén tu tuéng. Tu
tudng phong ra tti ndi c6 don, tu tudng kinh qua
ti ndi thong khd. Thé nhung James Fisher da
tranh luan véi Chi Mai vé cht nghia, vé y thtc
hé, vé con ngudi. Chang da xudng tan tang thu
chin cua dia nguc. Va chang bong yéu con nguasi
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v6 cting. O dia nguc, néi vé con ngudi 1a khong
tudng. C4 ly tudng nao khong khéi sy tit khong
tudng. Roi moi chan ly cling bat dau bang cai da
bi coi la khong tudng. Jesus da khong tudng khi
Jesus rao bai giang bat ht trén nui. Jesus da thanh

chan ly.

Chang th4y chiang can ng¢ vuc va dé phong
Chi Mai. Ngudi ta sé kho s lam, néu ngudi ta bi
song ngd vuc nhau va dé€ phong lan nhau. James
cling sé batluc doi pho véi Chi Mai, véinhiing tro
choi, nhiing hinh phat cia nang. Vay thi ngs vuc
va dé phong vo ich. Chang khong chong doi ké ac
dé dugc tiéng anh hung ngu xudn. James muon
chét dep dé bdi cht nghia cta cai nguc, khong
chét dai dot bdi cai nguc. Jesus da khong chong
doi ké dong dinh minh 1én thap tu gid, ngai chi
rao gidng Phuc Am. Thdi d0 ch4p nhan dau khé
ctua chang da danh thuc luong tri lam ngudi cua
Chi Mai. Nang da ngung hinh phat cuoi cung.
Nang ngung & ddé. Nang ngung dung lic. Nang
khong nhan tdm huy diét mot con ngudi, khong
nd tudc 1ot hét chat ngudi ctia n6 trude giay phut
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bat n6 chét hay dé€ no séng phi nhan, phi cam,
phi thda. Nang da biét yéu mén con ngudi. Nang
la con ngudi. Nang khong phai la cha nghia. Con
nguoi lam ra chu nghia. Chu nghia khong lam
ra con ngudi. Tai sao chu nghia khong yéu con
ngudi ma con ngudi moc trai tim liéng di, cui
mat yéu thuong cht nghia? Chu nghia khong
biét dau dén ma biét day doa con ngudi tram
nghin cach dau dén, biét gi€t con ngudi mudn
van 16i chét tham thé. James Fisher da rao gidng
tinh ngudi dudi tang thu chin cta dia nguc.

Chang thoai mai sau cudc rudi rong trén con
dudng hep. Bi 4n cua sy sdng, James chua thay,
vi chang van tin rang chang chua di t6i dich ctia
thong kho. Nhung James da thay doi mat chia
chan tinh cdm cua Chi Mai, nu cudi don hau
cta nang, nhiing cu¢c man dam c6i md. James
Fisher da thay Chi Mai la mot dan ba day du
nd tinh nhu Susan McCareen. Nang doi xu véi
chang bang tron ven cai « nho bé » cua nang.
James dugc dn uong day du. Ngudi ta cho chang
cat mong tay, mong chan déu din. Chang dugc
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cat toc gon gang, dugc cao rau ria moi tuan. Thay
vi hut Winston, chang hut thuéc den Tam Ddo.
«Chung t6i con ngheo, chua du tu cach chiéu dai
nguoi khach My ddc bi¢t.» James khong doi hoi.
Nudc My giau manh ctia chang da vién trg khap
thé gi6i déi khd, véi nhiing toan tinh, &m muu
gi, chang khong biét, dan toc chang khong biét.
Song, James Fisher, ngudi My chan that, da nhan
vién trg ctia Chi Mai, ctia c6 gai Viét Nam, cta
nguoi Viét Nam ngheo yéu trién mién bat hanh,
nhiing hanh phuc don gian nhat trong lac khon
cung nhat ctia chang véi moét tinh ngudi ruc ré
nhat.

James bong nhé mdt bai tho khac cta thi si
Lién X0 sdng tac trong Goulag & Sibérie. Chang
ghi vdi trén gidy, bat chap « phién phtic cho anh
va cho ca toi »

Toi da trdi qua hai ngan mot trim
chin mudi dém thao thiic trong tu nguc
da song trén vai va da chét ngang lung da mon teo
thé xdc gitia riing da mét pho tam hon trong nha
dd Anh sé cé dinh nghia tinh ti tan tq khi anh
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thanh tt nhan mang dn phat tdp trung

Ngay vé gdap vg con trong dgi mit mung ngay vé
thdy tu do don cho hong thuy No6i thong kho véi toi
chang cé gi dang ké

NG ciing don so nhu hanh phiic binh thudng

C6 mot diéu téi sg hdi vo cting

la bong hém nao t6i phdi thi hdn

ké bat toi va ké doa ddy toi

Oi ddu sao t6i van thdy ho rdt ngudi

van thdy ho niu tay doi tha thiét

Mot noi gi xa x06i cdch biét

co phdi tai con ngudi hay tai chu nghia phi nhan
Con ngudi sinh ra da mudn thud co don

nhung khao khdt gan nhau
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va thém gdan nhau thém niia

O chin téng oan khién nhuc nha
bong ty nhién toi yéu quy con ngudi
thiéu con nguidi sé thiéu han ddt troi
T6i song véi ai

tho toi con chi dé viét

Thi si nggi ca tinh yéu

khong nggi ca tan sdt

Giét toi di toi chang néi han thu

James Fisher da chép xong bai tho Diéu S¢
Hai nhat. Chang doc lai. Va James cam phuc tu
tudng nhan ban cua thi si dau khé nay vo cung.
DPia nguc oan khién da soi sdng tri nhé cho James.
Mai bay gié chang méi moi tam kham ra nhiing
tu tudng la lung ctia nhiing ngudi da chiu dung
nghich canh nhu chang. Chi Mai lai goi chang
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lén vdn phong ctia nang. James nhét tuai bai tho.
Nang moi chang udng tra va hat thuéc Tam Ddo.

— Toi chép thém bai tho niia.
Chang dua bai tho cho nang.

— Anh khong nén viét lung tung.
Chang noi:

— C6 bdo muon viét gi thi viét.

Nang doc tho. Nang chép mat. Nang thé dai.
Nang x¢é vun bai tho. Nang nhin James. Giong
nang mém uaét:

— James, t0i cling thdy anh rat ngudi.

Chang boi hoi. Trdi tim chang nhdy mua
trong long nguc. Gigong chang chim vao mo udc:

— Chi Mai, cadm on co6. Toi da dugc an ti. Mt
trdi chiéu cho co va toi. Mua roi xudng co va toi.

— Anh da chiu tdn cung dau khg, budn tham.
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— Va t6i da dugc an 1i.

— Anh 1a ngudi My buon tham nhat, dau kho
nhat nudc My. Con ngudi phai tra gia sy chan
that qua dat, James nhi?

— Vang.

— N6 cling phai tra gia thit dat cho sy gian
dai.

- Vang.

— Tu nay tré di, anh diing chép tho, diing
nhac nhé chi dén cht nghia, y thiic hé ntia. Toi
thich doc nhiing trang anh viét vé thoi tho du caa
anh. S6ng Rio Grande quyén ru lam. Toi la con
gai nén khong c6 ky niém boi 16i & song Hong
cta toi.

Nang rét tra cho James:
— N6i v€ nuéc My cua anh di.

Chang cam tach tra, nhap mot ngum roi
cham rai:
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— Moi dan toc déu cé6 mot linh hon. Linh
hon dich thyc rang r& va nhan 4i ctia dan toc My
khong phai & Toa Bach Oc, & Ngi Giac Dai, &
pho Wall, & Ntiu uéc, & Hoa Thinh Don hay & cai
ma co va toi déu ghét la chu nghia tu ban. Ma &
bang bac cung khap. Trén moi dong song. Trong
moi canh riting. Duéi mo thé hé tién phong dau
khé, nhuc nhan. Duéi moé thé hé noi chién lam
sang danh cudc gidi phong no l¢, lam tu hao
quyén song con ngudi. N6 & tuyén ngon doc lap
ctia Washington. N6 6 thai do tuyét voi caa Lin-
coln. N6 & tinh than dan chu tuyét doi ctia nude
My. Toi khong thé ndi hét vé nudc My. Vay tom
tat nhu vay: Dan toc My 1a nhiing ky niém dep
nhat ctia mdi ngudi My song trén nudc My. Dan
toc ay yéu diéu thién, ghét diéu ac; yéu sy that,
ghét gia doi; yéu cdi dep, ghét cdi xau. Dan tdc ay
c6 nhiéu ngudi tot va it ngudi xau. Mudn hiéu rd
nudc My d€ khong con thanh kién véi dan toc
MY, c6 nén tham viéng nudc My.

Nang nang tach tra, thoi nhe cho b6t ndng:

— Toi hy vong sé sang tham qué huong anh.
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Nang chiéu hép nudc:

— James!

Chang ngay ngudi:

— Toi nghe c6.

Nang dét tach nudc xuoéng ban:

~ Toi da & Au Chau ng6t muodi ndm. Toi du
hoc tai Lién X0, thuc tap nghé nghiép tai Sibérie.
Toéi da lam viéc v6i nhiéu tu nhan chinh tri X6
viét. Tat ca déu nhin t6i bang nhiing d6i mat
long thu hédn. Tat cd déu bay to thdi do chong
déi t6i, dau tay ho da bi cong, chan ho da bi xich.
Anbh thi khong, James a! T6i da trac nghiém anh,
da khong cong, khong xich anh khi anh va toi
& phong nay. Anh rat lich sy, ca khi chiu dung
hinh phat cay dang. Lu6n luén, anh nhin t6i véi
cap mat hinh nhu ai ngai gium t6i va mudn noéi
tha thi téi. C6 lan anh ban loan, anh viét nhting
161 phuc sinh tinh ngudi. Toi dong long trac an.
Hom nay, t6i nhin anh nhu nhin mét con ngudi,
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khong nhin anh la linh My, 1a tu ban My ké thu
cua loai ngudi ti€én bo, ctia chu nghia cong san
nifa. Anh tin toi chi?

Chang gat dau that con nit:
— Ti tin.
Nang ti€p:

— T6i da & Prague, Varsovie, Berlin-Est, Mos-
cou, Londres, Paris. Toi sé sang M.

Chang noi:

— To6i da may man géap co.

Nang nhin lén tran phong:

— Phai, anh da may man gap toi.
Roi nhin chang:

— Anh c6 nghi ngay nao d6 thdm qué huong
toi khong?
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Chang dap:

— Khong.
Nang tron xoe mat:
— Tai sao?

Chang nha mdt vong khdi thudc tron that
dep:

— Toi viia thay nude Viét Nam 6 cd, nude Viét
Nam tuyét diéu.

Nang xtc dong. Gigng nang run ray:
— Cam on James.

Im ldng tuyét doi. Chang cé thé nghe tiéng
gidy van thudc chay. Nang c6 thé nghe hoi khoi
tra boc lén. Bat ngd, hai ngudi nhin nhau. Bon
con mat ngdp ngting, sang ruc. Chang nhan ra,
& doi mat nang, Susan McCareen kiéu diém,
don hau dang tay 6m chat lay chang hon mai say
dam. Nang nhén ra, & d6i mat chang, Boris Ilitch
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Kanazev nghé si, chan thanh ghi sié€t nang to6 tinh
nhting chiéu ngay ngat.

— James!

— Co6 noi di.

— Anh c6 doc Rudyard Kipling khong?
- Co.

— Anh nghi gi vé cau “Dong la Dong, Tay la
Tay. Dong Tay khong bao gid gap nhau?”

— Kipling chua sang Viét Nam, chua nam tu,
chua ném cuc hinh cua y thtc hé mdéi, chua gdp
c6 nén Ong ta da phat biéu sai. Gitia cau noi ay va
hém nay da c6 gan moét thé ky xa cach. Cau ay lac
héu roi.

— Theo anh?

— Pong va Tay dé dang gap nhau bang tinh
nguoi.
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— Anh sé viét mot dinh nghia mdi?

— Khong, t6i rao giang mot 16i.
- Ra sao?

— Bang tinh nguoi, khéng con tht hén, chién
tranh, nguc tu va hinh phat nta.

— Chua du dau.
— CO6 mudn bo tuc?

— Phai. Bdang tinh ngudi, con ngusi dam
pha tung nhiing gi ngdn cdn dua n6 dén véi con
ngudi. Vila ngudi, con ngudi khong cii mat cam
danh.

James Fisher bat dong. Noi han hoan trong
tim chang cing thing. Chang mo hd nghe 16i
gio ludn qua tai: “Phiic cho ké hay thuong xot vi
sé dugc x6t thuong.” James da thdy mot dom ltia
trong niém bi dn ctia doi song.
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— James, anh sé tré vé ngay thang cii. Duing
nghi ngd, thac mac gi ca.

Chang déap tan thuoc. Nang nhan chudng.
G4 cai nguc day cta budc vao.

— Anh vé nghi ngoi va tim mdt dinh nghia
tuyét diéu vé tinh ngudi.

Chang mim cudi chao nang, theo ga cai nguc
vé phong.
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James Fisher bi chuyén sang mot cachot
J mdi. Cachot nay dai hai thudc rudi, rong
mot thudc, co cau tiéu va lu nude nho phia trong
cung. James dugc nam trén cai buc xi mang cao
hon san phong bén muci phan. Cai buc du trai
chiéc chiéu sau chuc xang ti mét. James dudi chin
thodi mai. Ngudi ta cap cho chang chi€éc mén day.
James chi thi€u gbi va mung. Ctia gi6 ludn ludn
md, James khong s¢ ngdp thé. Ban ngay chang
di diing, nam ngoi thoai mai. Ban dém, nguai ta
cong tay chang chéo say lung. James da ngu ng-
hiéng va ngt sdp. Chang ching can ngd vuc, thic
mac chi cad. Chi Mai da din thé. Néu James nhé
nang da thé dai: “Bay gio 1a hé luy chap chung
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cua toi,” chang sé hiéu tai sao chang bi chuyén
cachot, bi cong dém. Tiéu chudn thit c4, rau tuoci
cta chang giam xudng. James khong co trai cay
trang miéng, khong c6 ca phé thudc la sau biia
an. Va khong c6 ca dudng cuc trang Trung Quoc
hay Cuba ntia. Chinh Chi Mai da chi thi cai nguc
va da nhac khéo chang “James, anh sé tr& vé ngay
thang c”. Nang bat dau dé phong bon cai nguc.
Va cach dé phong hay nhat 1a ching minh long
thu han gidc My. Nang day doa James Fisher. Chi
Mai da gian d6i véi nang. Nang bong thuong x6t
nguoi linh My James Fisher su6t doi chan that vo
cung.

V6i James, chang bat can tién nghi nha tu.
James chi cian, mdi ngay, dugc man dam véi Chi
Mai, dugc nghe Chi Mai néi, dugc nhin Chi Mai
cudi, dugc chiém ngudng dung nhan Chi Mai.
Hinh anh Susan McCareen da khong con rd rét
trong n6i nhé nhung ctia James Fisher. Susan da
chap chon roi hién hién Chi Mai. Va r6i con mot
Chi Mai. Susan xa tap nghin trung. Chi Mai gan
glii gang tac. James khao khat gap Chi Mai.
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Pa may ngay lién, James mong dgi nguoi
ta m& ctia cachot, dan chang 1én van phong ctia
nang. Pau kho, James im lang chiu dung. Hanh
phuc, James non noéong tim kiém. Chang ngd
nang da bé roi chang dé vé Ha Ndi. James buon
ba. Chang khong thiét an, khong thiét nga. Ga t
nhéin nam tuong tu cai nguc. Co phai do 1a “phan
thudng” ctia “ké yéu ké thu nghich”

Nhung ctia cachot da md. Ga cai nguc dan
chang lén gap Chi Mai. James boi hoi hon ca
nhiing lan gdp Susan ngay xua. Chi Mai mdc chiéc
pull trang va quan jean xanh. Nang mang giay thé
thao Adidas. D6i ma phon phét chut phan hong
va doi moi thoa nhe lan son, trong Chi Mai that
mat mat. Nguc nang cing phong sinh khi, quyén
ra tot do. Mui nudc hoa thom diu. James Fisher
rao ruc khon ta.

— Thé nao, James?
Chang phat biéu ngay:

— C0... ¢b... co vé ... Au chau qua!
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Nang tam tim cuoi:

— Anh biét ninh dam day. To6i hdi tham stic
khoe ctia anh, khong yéu cau anh phat biéu cam
tudng ve toi.

James dé biing tai:

— Xin 16i c6. Téi binh thuong.

Nang nhin chang dam dam:

— Anh dep trai lam, James a!

Chang nong ran mit.

— Anh hao hao George Hamilton. To6i thich
mau dan 6ng khoe va c6 ca tinh. Anh la mau dan
ong ay.

Chang cam gidc yéu xiu trudc nang. Va chang
boi roi:

— Cam on co.

— Anh da thay gai Viét Nam day vé Viét Nam
chua?
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— Chua.

— Anh thay bao nhiéu c6 gdi Viét Nam roi?
- Hal.
- O dau?

— Mot c6 cam sung gidi toi di sau khi du toi
cham dat. Va co, c6 Chi Mai.

— HOm nao t6i sé mac 4o dai va anh sé hét
bao t6i co vé Au Chau.

— Toi doi.
— James.
— Toi nghe.

— Anh hut thudc, uong tra di. Chén tra than
htiu.

James hut thudc, quet diém, cham thuoc.
Chang kéo mot hoi, ngam khoi, chiéu ngum tra.
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— Tea and sympathy, anh coi phim nay roi
chu?

Chang khé lac dau:

— Chua.

— Ubng qué. Anh ciing chua doc truyén?
— Chua.

— Dang tiéc.

— Vang, dang tiéc.

Nang nhin khdi thudc bay:
— James a!

Chang cudng quyt:

— C0 ndi di, c6 Chi Mai.

— Vé My anh lam gi?

— Toi viét tiéu thuyét. Co la khong?
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— La gi?

— K¥ su co khi bé mdy moc di viét van.

—- O nuéc t6i, nong dan lam tho, thg thuyén
viét van la thudng. Anh dinh viét vé cdi gi?

— Ve tinh ngudi dudi chin tang dia nguc.
— Tai sao anh ddi nghé?

— Vi, & nu6c My dan chu cua tdi, mat doi
vi nhu mdt nudc. Con ca nao nhay vot 1én, con
ca ay thanh cong vi dai. C6 da thay danh ca Nat
King Cole da den, dang ti anh hat 6 nha tho vo
danh tiéu t6t, nhay vot 1én thanh Nat King Cole,
cd nudc My hanh dién, ca thé gidi ngudng mo.
Trong moi lanh vuc, bat ké den, do hay trang,
giau hay ngheo, it hoc hay nhiéu hoc, hé c6 tai
ndng la tha hd nhay vot khoi mét doi dé lam than
tugng. Toi khong may hy vong nhay vot, toi viét
van dé danh thic dan tdc toi nhin ro ndi dau khd
Va...

- Gi?¢
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— D€ cam on co. Toi sé dé tang co trén sach.

— To6i han hanh thé u?
— C0 xting dang.

Nang diau diém cam xdc clia minh, chuyén
muc:

— Thé gi6i cang ngay cang nhoé bé, James nhi?
Chang dap:
— Vang.

~ Anh sé& vé My, t0i sé sang Au Chau hoic
sang My. Chung ta sé gdp lai nhau, roi ra sao?

— Chung ta sé n6i nhiing chuyén dep, nhiing
con ngudi dep.

— Va chuyén & day?

— C6 tich, c6 Chi Mai a! Chuyén & day, véi
toi, sé dugc ké nhu truyén ctia Andersen, cua
Perrault, cia Grimm...
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— James!

— Téi van nghe.

— Anh con muén lén day man dam ntia kho-
ng?

Chang khung gidy lat. Va cai khoanh khac boi
r6i do, chang bong quén chang 1a tu binh khon
nan ngoi truéc mat ni cai th quyén uy. James noi:

— Toi da nhé co.

Nang boi réi hon chang:
— Anh nhé t6i?

— Tling phut, & cachot.

Nang nhan chudng. Ga cai nguc mé ctia bude
Vao.

— James, anh vé nghi ngoi.

Chang ngo ngdc nhin nang. Roi theo ga cai
nguc trd lai cachot. Khi canh ctia thép khép kin
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va khi tiéng tach ctia 6 khéa phat ra, James ngoi
trén buc xi mang, chong hai khuyu tay lén dui,
hai ban tay chang 4p hai bén thai duong. Chang
that sy hoang mang. James khong hiéu chang c6
lam Chi Mai gian doi. Nang da nhén chuong cat
ddt cam hidng cta chang. James buc véi James.
Tai sao chang vdi va n6i nhé nang? James khong
cé quyén dd. Dang 1€, chang phai néi khéo 1éo
hon. Ngudi My chan that James Fisher chén that
qud. Chang khong ranh tam ly phu nii Viét Nam
chang? James trach moc James. Chang ban than.
Biita com chiéu chang dn rat nhanh, dgi nguoi ta
cong chéo tay sau lung. Thai gian, bong dung, di
that cham. Chang dgi mai, dgi mai. Pén lic bong
toi trum kin bén ngoai va bong t6i den dac bén
trong, nguoi ta mdéi chiu cong chang.

James nam nghiéng trén buc xi mang, thao
thiic khong sao nham mat ndi. Chang nghe giun
dé dun l1én nhiing tiéng budn 4o nao. James biét s¢
hai. Chang s¢ hai khong bao gio gdp lai Chi Mai
ntia. Nguoi linh My anh huing da mém nhiin vi
tinh yéu. Chang da vugt qua moi dau kho. Chang
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khong thé vugt qua tinh yéu. James thu nhan véi
James: Chang da yéu Chi Mai. Chang that sy yéu
Chi Mai. James sé n6i dién, sé pha phach, sé tao
du cach dé€ ngudi ta ban chét chang hoac ngudi
ta day doa chang dén chét, néu chang khong con
gap Chi Mai, néu nang bo chang hiu quanh dé
trd vé Ha Noi quén lang chang. Bay gid, James sé
xuong tang dia nguc thu hai muoi.

Chang ngt bién luc nao chang rd. Mui thom
quen thugc danh thic chang day. James hit ha.
Chang tudéng chiém bao. Mot ban tay ddt nhe
lén miéng chang ngam bdo chang im ldng. James
khong chiém bao. Nang da thoat y nam canh
chang. Nang cting nam nghiéng. Hai khuén mat
sat khit nhau. Nang hon moi James. Chang ngay
ngit. Céc th§ thit chang cing thang. Nang ludn
tay dudi 4o chang, mon man da thit chang. James
rao ruc. Hai cdp mdi xoan chit. Tay chang bi cong
chéo sau lung, chang thuc tha. Chang mudén 6m
ghi nang, siét nat xuong nang.

James trudn xuong up mat vao nguc Chi Mai.
Chang nhay tling cdi nim cua hai trdi dao tién.
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Chang nudt ting uc co ho con nit doi bu stia me.
Nang dé mé. Chi Mai co chan, dung ngon kep
14y cap quan gidy thun ctia chang ddy dan xudng.
Cho dén luc quan tu ctia chang tung ra. Nang
kéo James ndm trén bung nang. Chi Mai vong
mot tay gitia hai canh tay khoa chéo lung James.
Nang 6m chang, quan miét chang nhu con trian
quan con moi. Chang ky ma bi trdi tay danh
budng long giay cuong dé mdc vé ngua sodi dam
dai, ddm dai... Nhung v6 ngua lun dat mém, lun
sau, sau thém nia. V6 ngua cua quay. Vo ngua
nhdp nho. Nang trdi vong tay ngang lung chang.
Bdng t6i mu mit & cachot, d mdt goc mién Dong
vuon Dia Nguc. Eve thd roc. Nguc nang phap
phong diy nguc Adam theo nhip thé hanh phuc
cta nang. Eve rén ri. Tiéng buon cta giun dé
bén ngoai da cdm nin. Mach mau Eve cudn réo.
Nhiing sgi long chan cia Adam dyng dung. Sam
chép nd tung. Céy la nga nghiéng. Adam udng
mat ngot trén moi Eve. Chi tiéc Adam bi cong
tay. Néu khong, doi ban tay cia Adam sé bép nat
dao tién, sé khién Eva lang lang trong viing doi
hoan lac. Trdn mua dai han cia Adam da tudi
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xuong canh dong nit né ctia Eve. Tran mua khao
khat, tran mua hanh ngé cta tinh ngudi. Nudc
da dang ménh mong, lai lang.

Sé phai c6 mot huyén thoai vé khu vuon phia
boéng mién Dia Nguc nhu huyén thoai vé khu
vuon phia Dong mién Dia Pang. Con ran xui
dai Adam va Eve hai trai cdim. Thugng dé€ buc
tic dudi hai ngudi xuong coi thé véi nhiing 16i
nguyén muon thud oan khién. Tt dé loai ngudsi
chém giét nhau, day doa nhau. St mang lam lai
thé gidi ctia dng Noé da that bai. Adam va Eve
bi ném xuodng dia nguc. Va tinh yéu dua ho vé
thé gian. Tinh yéu tu nguyén, tinh yéu dang hién
chang hébi con ran du d6 hay bi Thugng dé cudng
btc. Tinh yéu duéi dia nguc ctia Eve Chi Mai
va Adam James Fisher da vugt lén chu nghia, y
thuc hé, hinh phat thu han va gido diéu ngén can
tinh ngudi cua né. Huyén thoai nay tuyét diéu vo
cung. N6 bac bd nhiing dén dau tudng tugng vé
dia nguc. O bét cti noi nao, tinh yéu ciing niy n&
khi con ngudi gan giii va cdm thong nhau.
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Adam lai trudn xuong, Gp mdt vao nguc
Eve. Chang can dao tién, nudt dé¢ mé. Chang hut
nudc ngot cua hai trdi dao mong chin cang sinh
t0. Adam nong nan. Eve nong nan. Chang truon
thap thém mot chut. Adam hon bung Eve bong
nhdy, phang phiu. Chang hoi tudng nhiing giot
nudéc dong trén ria chang hom conex hai hung.
Adam li€m bung Eve, 1li€m nhiing giot nudc ctia
mot doi dau kho. Eve muon hét1én vi sung sudng.
Nang c6 nin. Va nang thé don dap nhiing nhip
diéu dé mé. Adam trudn thap chut niia. Eve xoay
minh. Adam rét khoéi buc. Chang quy trén san
cachot. Adam gdp ddéa hoa cadm, doa hoa lam dan
Ong diéu dung, lam dan 6ng quén hét moi than
tugng va quén ludn ca Thugng dé, lam dan ong
tinh nguyén chiu moi cuc hinh d€ dugc ngat hai,
nang niu. Adam hon déa hoa cam, déa hoa duy
nhat ctia khu vudn phia Dong mién Dia Dang va
phia Dong mién Dia Nguc. Chang hut tinh hoa,
chang nuot nhuy hoa. Adam lugn nhiing dudng
bay sic canh cia hi hoa thim thdm tim hoa. Eve
kep muodn v6 dau Adam. Nang té tdi. Nang rén ri.
Va nang ra 1én co ho bi trung 1én mot mii dao.
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Bay gid, Adam trudn 1én, trudn 1én. Vong tay
cua Eve da bung ra tu ldc nao. Chang ky ma bi
tréi tay van budng long gidy cuong dé mdc vo
ngua soai dim dai, dam dai... Adam lai ndm trén
bung Eve. Nang lai luon tay gitia hai canh tay
khda chéo lung chang. Nang 6m chang, quan siét
chang. Sdm chép nd tung. Gid bao cudn xody. Va
mua hanh phuc ngap lut mot goc khu vion phia
bong mién Dia Nguc.

Cho t6i ba gio sang...
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4& ®

James Fisher bi cong tay chéo sau lung dan
(P]én gap Chi Mai. Nang cim diéu thudc 14
vao moi chang, quet diém cho chang dét thudc.
Chi Mai nhin James say dam:

— Anh hiéu tai sao t6i cong anh?

Chang khong thé tra 16i vi chang dang ngam
diéu thudc. James khé lac dau. Do6i mat anh long
lanh niém biét on.

— Anh hut hét thuoc, chung ta sé noi chuyén.

Nang ding sat ghé chang, gat tan thuoc cho
chang. James ngay ngat khi nang ddt tay lén vai
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chang. Lan dau tién trong doi, tii ngay quen
khoi thudc 14, James dugc thudng thic nhiing
hoi thudc ky do. Tudng chiing James dot da thit
Chi Mai ma nuét khoi. Susan McCareen chua hé
tang James nhiing phut giay than thoai nay, dau
¢ thién dudng My Quoc. Susan khong tha thiét
bang Chi Mai.

James da dot xong diéu thudc. Chang muon
dot thém, dot mai. D€ dugc gan gii Chi Mai hit
ha mui thom cta da thit nang quyén chung mui
khoi thudc. b€ dugc Chi Mai chiéu chuong, Chi
Mai cay vao tim chang nhiing cadm gidc mon man.
Nang rot tra, cam cho chang udng.

— James, anh trd 16i toi dugc roi day.
Chang d¢ dan rat Méo si tinh:

— C6 nhac lai gium.

— Tai sao t6i cong anh?

— To6i khong hiéu.
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— Ngudi My thuc té va gidi ki thudt, gidi kinh
doanh lam nhung cé nhiéu diéu thudc vé tam
cam thi dan ddn, ngu si.

- Co 1€ dung.

— Vianh thich k& chuyén ¢4 tich, chuyén than
tién nén t6i cong anh, tao thém nhting tinh tiét
cho c6 tich cua anh nén tho va hoang dudng.

James sung suéng lim ngudi.

— C6 hoang dudng khong, James?

Chang dap:

— Nén tho va khong hoang dudng.

Nang cuoi:

— Toi sé cong ca chan anh nta.

Chang ndi:

— C0 ¢6 thé bo toi vao thung phuy xoay tit.
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— Pé anh chét?

- Vang.

— Anh khong thich vé My niia.

— Khong.

— Tai sao?

— Nudc My thiéu c6 va thé gisi chi co mot co.

— Anh ninh t6i?

— Chan that, su6t doi chan that.

Nang cho chang uong nudc.

— James, anh hut thuéc nhé?

Chang da mudn huat thudéc mai mai. Bay gio
chang thém nghe nang ndi va théem ndi véi nang
hon dugc gan sat nang.

— Thoéi, Chi Mai a!
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— Anh da thay nuéc My ctia anh nghéo chua?

— Vang, nuéc My da ngheo. Rot cudc, nudc
Viét Nam da vién tr¢g nudc My, c6 da vién trg toi,
da khai phdng tu do, dan cht cho t6i, & mot noji,
khong ai ddm nghi chuyén dé. Hon cé tu do, dan
chu, c6 vién trg tinh ngudi cho toi.

— James!

— Toi nghe.

— DPling ndi qua chu! Va diing dung hai chi
vién trg. Anh da ttiing yéu cau t6i nhan danh con
ngudi ma phan xét nay no. To6i nhan danh con
nguoi, nhan danh t6i ma dang hién cdi gi cta toi,
cta toi dich thuc, cho con ngudi, cho anh. Noi
vién trg, anh phu con ngudi, phu t6i day.

— Xin 16i c6.

— Anh can séng dé vé My.

— Toi khong thiét nghi chuyén dé nia.
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— Phai nghi. Vi anh sé gap lai t6i & nudc My
hay & Paris, Rome, Londres, Madrid... G day, du
t6i mudn, t6i van phai di va anh nam cachot mon
moi.

— Nhu thé toi sé...

— Anh khong bi t6i cudng buc anh thoa
man yéu ciu cla téi bang hinh phat hay bang
tinh cam. To6i cing khong mudn anh vi t6i ma
bi ngudi khac cuéng btic minh lam nhiing diéu
0 danh con ngudi. Lanh dao cua t6i sé tim giai
phép khac. Cé diéu tdi hoi thac mac...

— C6b cd noi.

— O nudc My ngudi ta c6 cim con ngudi yéu
ké thu ctia nuéc My khong?

— Khong. Nuéc My tu do, dan chu. Nguoi
My da 14y ngusi Nhat, ngusi Pic... G nude My,
con ngudi ty do thuc hién y muon ctia minh, ké
ca chong doi chinh pht. Nhung cam bao dong.
Bao dong tao ra hinh phat. Hinh phat dé ra thu
han.
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— Toi biét.

— Vay ¢6 thac mac chi?
— Anh sé c6 gang hiéu.

Nang cam diéu thuoc gitia mdi chang, quet
diém cho chang méi thudc.

— Anh vé nghi nhé?

Chang nan ni:

— Co6 cho toi hut hét diéu thudc.
Nang nhun vai:

— Khong dugc. Toi nay, ngudi ta sé xich chan
anh, doi kiéu cong tay anh.

Nang nhan chuodng. Ga cai nguc ddy ctia vao.
Chang ngam diéu thudc, theo ga cai nguc vé
phong.

Sau bifa com chi€u, ngudi ta cong tay chang
phia trudc va xich chan chang. James 1ét budc dé
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dang vi xich khong khit hai chan. Cong va xich
da trd thanh nhiting tinh tiét hoang dudng cua
c6 tich mai nay ctia James, chang hian hoan tiép
nhan. Chi Mai thong minh va lang man vo cung.
Nang dua bdn chang theo y nang. Nang khong
thi hanh ménh 1énh ctia cht nghia triing phat
chang. Chi Mai da tré vé con ngudi nguyén thuy
cua Thuong dé. “Anh sé c6 gang hiéu.” James sé
con ldu mdéi hi€u ndi cach to tinh tham kin cta
nguoi Viét Nam. Chang chua doc Thé et sympa-
thie. Chi Mai lanh lung. Chi Mai nong nhiét. Va
Chi Mai yéu thich tinh cdm nhe nhang, tha thiét,
man mac, bang khuang. James Fisher chd dgi
nang dén goc vuon phia Dong mién Dia Nguc.

Nang da dén vao ntia dém. Eve dan keo moi
nang 1én mo6i Adam. Chang nam trén bung nang,
vong tay lot gitia dau. Nang kéo 40 Adam sat co
chang. Eve khong thé dap tung quan cia Adam.
Nang mon man nhiing ngén nén na trén lung
chang am dp. Roi nhiing ngén nga mém mudt
bién thanh nhiing mdéng vudt dinh sdu xudng da
chang han 1én d4u vét tinh yéu ¢6 tich. V6 ngya da
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lan sau cat lay. Lun sau, lan sauy, lan sau... Adam
trudn lui. Chang can nhiing miéng dao thom &
ngon dinh tinh ai. Chang trudn lui thém. Buém
Adam von hoa Eve. Ong hut nhuy hoa. Bao t6
bung ddy véi ti€éng rén ri da doi cua gid, cia mua.
Bén ngoai la chu nghia mu, 1a y thtc h¢ diéc, 1a
lanh ty cdm, la tht han dién ro, la nguc tu mat tri,
la tham vong hu 4o...

James Fisher va Chi Mai da viét ti€u thuyét
tinh yéu dudi dia nguc nhu thé. Chang va nang da
hudéng nhiing dém nga ngoc cua doi séng nhiém
mdau. Khong han chi ¢ lam tinh. Nhiing cudc
man dam con khién James ngay ngat hon. Va
nhiing dém khuya, qua khung ctia gi6, nang thay
vao hodac mot cai dui ga ludc, hodc mot miéng
sudn nudng, hodc vai trai chudi, hodc nhiing tan
dudng mia. Viét Nam da vién trg nhan dao cho
My¥ Quoc, da vién trg nhiing thu can thiét vao luc
can thiét cho con ngudi. D6 1a tin hiéu thuong
yéu ruc r& nhat cua thoi dai chung ta. N6 da am
tham xay ra 6 Dia Nguc. N6 cho ma khong doi
hoi. N6 tu nguyén dang hién. N6 khong cudng
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btic nhiing diéu kién nhan vién trg. N6 khong
cho tay phai ctia n6 biét tay trai trao tang pham.
N6 khong tranh ludn om som & Qudc Hoi trude
khi biéu quyét vién tr¢g bom dan, thudc khai
quang va phé mat hu, stia bot hét chat béo. N6
khong «thoi kén trudc madt minh ldc bo thi nhu
bon gid hinh lam trong nha hdi va ngoai dudng
phé dé dugc vinh hién noi nguoi ta.» N6 khong
in hai ban tay va trung qudc hiéu khoe khoang.

N6 binh thudng. N6 tam thudng. N6 da lam
xuc dong tan ddy long ngudi My tén 1a James
Fisher. Chang tan hudng nhiing mén qua vién
trg gtii vao cachot, gii xudng dia nguc. James da
khong dugc an thit ga, suén nuéng, chudi, dudng
ngon nhat tran gian, trudc day. Va sé khong dugc
dn niia, sau nay, néu chang tré vé My, chang lén
doi. Qua that, James chang con hy vong gi vé My
niia. Chang sé héa xuong kho trao d6i, mua ban.
James bat can. Mién 1a ngay nao con & day, Chi
Mai tiép tuc dang hién chang niém bi 4n ctia doi
song. James da toai nguyén.

Cho dén mot hom, ngudi ta maé cong, thao
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xich dan chang lén gap Chi Mai. Chang ngac
nhién thdy nang mdc 4o dai. Chiéc 4o dai mau
vang chanh, dudi than do trudc théu hoa narcisse
vang dam va 14 xanh; trén nguc lac dac vai bong
nhd mau trang. Trong chiéc do dai, Chi Mai nhd
bé, than hinh mém mai, uyén chuyén. Nang hién
diu va Viét Nam vo cung.

— Anh nhin gi ma muo6n né tung con nguai
vay?

— C0 tuyét diéu.

- Do, gai Viét Nam thuan tuy.

— Toi nguéng mo 4o dai Viét Nam.

— Kiéu 40 cudi cung ctia Sai Gon, tay raglan.
Sau 1975, ngudi ta ciing huy diét nhiéu cai tuyét
diéu cna Sai Gon.

Nang mdi chang udng tra, hut thudc.

— Toi gitt dung 161 htia v6i anh.
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Chang khé cui dau:

— Cam on co.

Nang nang tach tra, nhap mot ngum:

— Anh phai thay thiéu nii Viét Nam mang
hai, d6i nén bai tho, mac do dai di bén bd ho,
trén he pho mua thu, anh méi hiéu triét ly 4o dai.

Chang néi:

— Toi thay co, thiia roi.

Nang nhin chang, buon ba:

— Chiéu nay t6i vé Ha Noi.

James rung roi. Tay chang run lam tach nuéc
nghiéng trao u6t quan chang.

— Lanh dao cta t6i danh dién vao bat toi vé
ngay. To0i rat ti€c, James.

Chang hoa mat. Giong chang lac di:
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— R&i ¢ ¢6 trd lai niia khong?

Nang chép mat:

— To6i hy vong tré lai.

Budc gan James, nang dit tay lén vai chang:

— Trong thdi gian chd doi toi trd lai, anh phai
biét dieu nhu anh da biét dieu ngdt tdim ndm. Anh

ding quén Thanh kinh ctia anh: «Khong chong
cu ké ac».

Nang quay v¢€ sau ban gidy, ngoi xuong ghé:

— Néu t6i khong tré lai niia, anh cling diing
quén Thanh kinh.

James nghen ngao:
— Toi nghe 161 ¢6 dan.
Nudéc mat nang ta ra:

— T6i mudn anh vé My...
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Nang voi tham kho nudc mat, nhan chudng.
Chang theo ga cai nguc vé cachot. Khi canh cua
khép lai, nang guc mdt xudng ban, khéc ntic né...
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C/hi Mai bido cdo moi dién bién vé cudc
\J/tdy ndo James Fisher cho lanh dao nghe.
Vién dai ta chi thi nang viét bdo cdo. Chi Mai phai
lam viéc lién ti€p bon ngay méi xong ban bao cdo
day du chi tiét. Vién dai ta nghién ctiu bao cao
hai ngay. Nang c6 dip tham phd phudng tha do
Ha No¢i. Nang thay Ha Noéi tran ngdp hang hoa
Sai Gon va cac san pham ngoai quoc dem tu Sai
Gon ra va do cac thuy thu ghé cac hai cang Nhat
Ban, Hong Kong, Tan Gia Ba dem 1én vé. Nguoi
ta ban ca ba 16, bi dong, quan phuc, quén trang
My trén via he Ha Noi. Chi Mai thuong nhé
James Fisher. Ha Noi chdng con gi hdp dan ca.
Khong han cdi vé nghéo nan ¢6 hitu ctia nd va sy
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tiéu diéu sau chién tranh chua tai thiét ndi phan
nhd. Ma chinh vi long nang tréng rong. Nang
nhin thanh nién Ha N6i mdt cach diing dung.
Dtng dung luén nhiing chuyén vién Lién X0 tré
trung nhén nho trén dudng pho. Sau Boris Ilitch
Kanazev la James Fisher tuyét diéu. Nang da yéu
mot ké bi cht nghia cua nang khu trtt va mot ké
bi cht1 nghia ctia nang thu ghét. Cai luyén ai quan
ky cuc cua cht nghia cia nang da bat nang doan
tuyét véi Boris Lién X6 d€ phiéu luu tinh cam véi
James Hoa Ky. Cudc phiéu luu thi nhat, nang cui
dau xuéng. Cudc phiéu luu tht hai, nang ngang
d4u 1én. Nhung chua ddm nhin thang cht nghia.
Nang méi chi dam dam nat gido diéu trong bong
tOi.

Chi Mai vé nam & nha, gtii hon minh vao ca-
chot gitia riing gia Thanh Hoéa. Nang nhé James
Fisher. Nang muon tré lai céi trai Ly Ba So khén
nan. Cho dé, nang da tim ra hanh phuc dich thuc
cho nang. Chi Mai nén nédng chd doi quyét dinh
cta lanh dao. Nang nhé bé qua. Chi Mai da tam
su v6i James vay. Nang con dang lo sé phai g6



Mot tu binh My & Viét Nam | 299
dan tiing mat ludi hé luy chip chung. Nang ban
khodn khong biét lanh dao con tin cidn nang tiép
tuc cho nang tdy ndo James Fisher. Néu James
vao tay mot cong an khac, chang sé chét tham
hodc sé song nhu ngudi vo tri gidc, 1€ch théch vé
My. Chi Mai hiéu r6 nghé thuéit cong an. Nang
khong n&d xudng tay véi James. Va thé, nang da
méat phdm chat cdng san.

Ngay thd tam, tinh ti hdm Chi Mai ndp ban
bdo cdo, lanh dao cho goi nang. Chi Mai hoi hop
khon ta. Nang ngoi chd canh ctia van phong cua
lanh dao mé. Chua bao gid Chi Mai sg hai lanh
dao nhu bay gié. Nang cam gidc lanh dao cta
nang da nhin ré nhiing sgi trac 4n rung rinh
trong ddy tim nang. Ngudi cong san khong cé
long trac &n. Ngudi cong an cdng san cang khong
c6 long trac 4n. Ngudi cong san phai tinh nguyén
hay diét tinh ngudi, tinh ngudi dé chi con tinh
béng, tinh Dang. Nang da khong hay diét noi
tinh nguoi, tinh ngudi. Chi can mdt anh chép
nhiém mau soi sdng dung con xao xuyén, tat ca
gidy dieu kién troi chat con nguoi sé dut tung.
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Bay gid, con ngudi lay lai quyén uy ctia n6. N6
quyét dinh than phan né. N6 diing trén moi chu
nghia va dap d6 moi chu nghia khong lam no
mim cugi. O trong noé, tuyét tich gido diéu, y
thuc hé. Ma chi con nhiing rung dong ctia tinh
yéu. Khi con ngudi tu gidi phdng no, nd sé chon
vui sy ban tién ctia nhiing cht nghia ban tién.
Luc 4y, con ngudi ngao nghé dudi anh mat trai.
N6 nhén thtic né tao ra cht nghia va nd thua
thai kha nang d4y chu nghia vao béng t6i mit
mu. Khong con gi mia mai va chua x6t bang hoat
canh phu thty tao am binh va bi am binh phong
toa, sai khién. Con ngudi ctia thoi dai hom nay
chinh 1a phu thay. Va cht nghia, va y thuc h¢, va
gido diéu la 1t am binh phan phuc.

Anh chép nhiém mau cta tinh yéu da soi
sang Chi Mai dung con xao xuyén. Bong toi pht
kin luong tri nang lay dong va md nhat, bién hut.
Nang vtia dugc thién khai. Nhung mdt ngudi lau
ngay bi nhot trong bong t6i, thudng chéi mat khi
ra ngoai anh sang. N6 van sg¢ hai va khong dam
md& mat duong diu véi anh sang tic thi. Chi Mai
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mang tam sy dé. Hon ca tam sy riéng, nang lo
ngai sO phan James Fisher. Nguoi ta s€ mudn tim
mot gidi thich hgp ly cho chuyén tinh Chi Mai,
James Fisher. Ngudi ta da c6 mot giai thich hop
ly cho chuyén tinh Chi Mai, Boris Ilitch Kanazev.
Co6 hang ngan gidi thich vé thuong yéu va thu
hén. R&t cudc, loai ngudi van con giai thich vi
loai ngudi van thay vo ly trong nhiing giai thich.
Cdi vo ly cua thu han da huy diét hy vong va
hanh phtc ctia con ngudi. N6 bi cam hgp ly, béi
thu han khong bao gi¢ la chan ly. Céi v6 ly cua
thuong yéu da 1am thang hoa con ngudi, lam ruc
rd trdi dét, lam nén tho canh vét. Chang can thiét
mot gidi thich hgp 1y cho tinh yéu. N6 ct vo ly,
bdi nod vo cung, vo han. C6 mot thai chién tranh
va mot thdi hoa binh. Cé moét thoi thu han va
mot thoi thuong yéu. Co mot thoi dé€ yéu va mot
thoi dé chét.

Céanh cua vdn phong lanh dao da mdé. Chi
Mai budc vao. Vién dai ta gia bdo nang ngoi
xuong ghé doi dién 6ng ta. Khuén mat vi lanh
dao truc ti€p cua nang nghiém tuc, khong niém
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nd nhu hom ti€p nang viia & Paris v€ nhan cong
tdc mdi, khién nang cang s¢ hai. Ong ta dap diéu
thudc 14, stia lai gong kinh, nhin thang mat Chi
Mai:

— Chdu cé diéu gi bai roi, phai khong?

Nang choi:

— Thua bac, khong a!

Lanh dao cudi:

— Boi rdi thi giai quyét. Ca nhan khong giai
quyét noi thi tap thé giai quyét gitm. Tap thé
thiéu kha nang thi Dang giai quyét.

Ong ta hat dau:

— Hinh nhu chau da khong bi kiém diém sau
vu lién hé tinh cdm vé6i anh chang vo trat tu Boris
Kanazev?

Nang chot da. Ba hoc nghé thudt cong an va
dugc KGB huén luyén thoi gian ngan, nang can
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van dung su thong minh dé qua mat vi lanh dao
gia ctia nang. Chi Mai cudi rat tuoi:

— Bac nhac, chau méi nhé cai khuyét diém
ndng né dd. Vang, thua bdc, ngét mudi ndm nay
chau khong bi kiém diém.

Lanh dao hoi:

— Chau quén that a?

Nang dap, giong chan chiia cam xuc:

— Thua bac, khi dugc DPang ctu va tha thu,
ngoai Dang chau khong con thiét yéu ai, nhd ai.

Lanh dao gat gu:

— Bac viia lay tinh bac chdu viia lay tinh dong
chi ndi chuyén tdm cam véi chdu. Bac chdu minh
thodi mai nhé!

Nang khoanbh tay:

— Cam on bac.
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Linh dao d6t diéu thu6c mdi. Ong ta nha
khéi, thé dai:

~ Bon tré sang Dong Au va Lién X6 du hoc
da hu héng gan hét. Da s6 bi doi truy tu tudng
lai toan la con chau ay vién Trung uong Dang.
Chung nd quan hé tinh cam btia bai, nhiéu dua
yéu thuong ca li phan dong Ba Lan, Tiép Khac,
Hung Gia Lgi. Con mat bé nho, trai tim mu loa,
ching né bi huyén hodc bdi cac cudc noi day
phiéu luu cta bon xét lai, bon phan dong dugc
Tay Phuong ha hoi ti€p stic. Thém vao niia,
chung né nhin sy tré trung cta cach mang cac
nudc anh em; su 6n dinh kinh té, xa hoi; su tién
b6 khoa hoc, ky thuat va phong tuc, tip quin Au
Chau, ben ché bai lanh tu Dang ta gia nua, Dang
ta lac hau. Chung hit hoi xét lai, doi xét lai toan
b0, doi m& bung ctia, doi ty do luyén ai va phu
nhan luyén ai quan mac xit. Chung né an madc
16 lang, dau téc ram bu, ham chudng nhac kich
dong. T¢ hai hon, chung n6 doi Bang giao quyén
lanh dao cho tudi tré. Mot s6 dia da trén qua Tay
Au, chéi bd Dang, con géi 14y Phép, con trai ldy
brc... Chau da nam viing van dé, phai khong?
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Nang nho nhe:

- Vang a!
Lanh dao g& kinh, nhin nang:

— Chéu xtng ding cong lao nudi dudng cta
bang. Ngudi cdng san c6 thé1am lan nhung kho-
ng thé hu hong, mat phdm chat, quén goc gac giai
cap, quén doi tugng thtt han. Ngudi cong san chi
biét chti nghia cong san, chi yéu cha nghia cong
san va yéu nhat bDang ctia minh. Dang cong san
Viét Nam nu6i dudng chdu, cho chdu co hdilanh
dao Dang va nhan dan ngay mai. Chau sé thay
thé cha chau, chu chau nam quyén vo san chuyén
chinh. Bac van doc nhiing bao cdo vé chau.

Lanh dao deo kinh lai:

— Chau vé viét ty kiém, mai mang dua cho
bac nghién ctu.

Nang hoi:

— Thua bac, tii doan nao a?
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Lanh dao dap:

— Tt chéau sang Lién X6 dén hom nay.
Lanh dao ding day:
— Bac dua chau ra ctia.

Chi Mai roi vdn phong vi lanh dao, long
hoang mang v6 td. Lanh dao ctia nang da khong
thém dé cap t6i ban bao cdo vu tdy ndo tu binh
James Fisher. C6 vé nhu 6ng ta nghi ng6é nang.
Ong ta bit nang viét ty kiém. «Tl chdu sang Lién
X6 dén hom nay.» Nang sé tu kiém ca nhiing ngay
§ trai Ly Ba So. Chi Mai khong sg cho ban than
nang ma sg cho James Fisher. Néu lanh dao cua
nang thay thé ngudi khac tay nao James Fisher,
chang sé chét tham hay chang sé séng nhuc. Diéu
nay Chi Mai biét rd. Khong mot ai dugc chét nhu
mot con ngudi hay dugc song s6t nhu mot con
nguoi, véi phuong phap tay nao thong thuong
cua cong san. Chi Mai sap viét tu kiém. Ty kiém
va ty khai la anh em rudt thit. Nang vé nha, kho-
ng thi€t dn udng. Nang ban than ca tiéng dong
ho r6i mdi lai ban viét tu kiém.
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Cam but va nhin xdp gidy, Chi Mai thuong
James Fisher vo cung. Nang da bat chang viét tu
khai. Nang da tra tin chang bang don tu khai.
James Fisher da ban loan tinh than, da viét lam
nham. Nang cé doc tu khai ctia James dau. Chang
chang c6 toi gi ca. Tu binh chién tranh v6 toi.
James khong chong déi khong tron trai, chang
cang vO t0i. Nguoi ta cudng btic toi nhan viét ty
khai, viét di viét lai, viét ngay viét dém chi nham
muc dich t¢i nhan khong con nhé, khong con tin
nhiing gi minh viét. Cudi cuing, khong con dam
dau nhiing gi minh muén d4u. Téi nhan da dau
hang vao luc than kinh cing thang, dau 6c sip nd
tung, thé xac ra rugi. VGi James Fisher, tu khai
am muu dan dat chang vao sy hay diét sy chin
that cta chang dé€ lam rang r& chinh nghia cong
san. James Fisher da thoat. Khong phai ai ciing
thoat nhu James Fisher. Hau nhu, tat ca déu mac
luéi.

Chi Mai vi buc James Fisher ma doc nhiing
trang ty khai thdi tho au ctia chang. Nang da doc
ho6 so chang, da doc James khai van tat thud nho.
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Nang bat James viét lai ty khai, viét hoai dé day
doa chang, d€ dan chang vao trong. Thé thoi. Chi
Mai chang thém doc, néu nang da dat muc dich.
Nhung Chi Mai da that bai don tinh than, that
bai luén don thé xac ap dung cho James Fisher.
Nang dinh tim mét diém tinh cdm yéu dudi nao
dé cua James nén nang rut nhiing trang tu khai
lan thu nhat James viét tai van phong cua nang
ra xem. Nghé thuét cong an day nang rang, ban
tu khai th nhat ctia t6i nhan vo toi thudng dung
nhit. Mu6n t6i nhan v6 t6i tréd thanh tdi nhan
tinh nguyén nhan t6i, phadi cuéng buc no viét
nhiéu lan. BDinh ménh nao da dua Chi Mai gap
g6 James Fisher? Dinh ménh nao da khién James
Fisher viét nhiing giong tu khai tha thiét trong
con ban loan? Dinh ménh nao da bat Chi Mai
nhd t6i Boris Kanazev ding con thu han James
Fisher nhat cia nang? Va dinh ménh nao dan
James Fisher vao gitia trai tim nang?

Chi Mai bat dau viét. Nang viét thanh thét.
Nhung nang da dau dén ké lai chuyén tinh dang
d& cua Boris Kanazev va nang. Dau d6n hon, mét
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lan niia, Chi Mai gian doi khai nang khong con
nhé Boris niia va coi sy yéu duong lam 16 cta
minh nhu dau tich 6 nhuc cua su nghiép cong
san ctia nang. Chi Mai da thdm vdi nudc mat.
Tl doan nang nhin James Fisher chdy mau mi,
madu tai chui ra khoi thung phuy, Chi Mai hoan
toan gian doi. Nang mudén chén that, chu nghia
cta nang khong chip nhén su chéan that. Vay Chi
Mai phai gian déi. Gian do6i véi chu nghia va chan
that v6i riéng minh. RO rét, phu thiy da s¢g dm
binh, con ngudi tao ra chu nghia va con ngudi
khuat phuc chti nghia mot cach hén mon.

Hom sau, Chi Mai n6p ban tu kiém cho lanh
dao. Nang lai tr& vé hoi hop chd doi lanh dao goi.
Nang trai qua nhiing gidy phut né6n nong. Tudng
chting Bang da bi€t nang gian doi. Tudng chiing
béng sap khu trii nang. Chi Mai bong sg hai bao
cdo cua tén giam thi trai Ly Ba So. «Bac van doc
nhting bao cao vé chau.» Khong biét tén giam thi
bdo cdo nhiing gi? D&i song cua ngudi cong san
thudng xuyén bi phong tda bdi mang ludi ngs
vuc. Gido diéu cua chu nghia chi day con nguoi
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rinh mo con ngudi. Chi Mai phdi uéng thudc
an than. Nang them ngt dé€ lang quén nhting hé
luy chap ching ma nang da doan sé xay dén véi
nang.

Lanh dao goi nang vao ngay cudi tuan. Hom
nay ong ta b6t vé nghiém tuc.

— Bac da doc tu kiém cta chau.
— Cam on bac.

— Ty kiém khac ty khai. H6i con s6ng, moi
ngay Bac Ho viét ty kiém mot lan. Bac day rang
phé binh va ty phé binh sé lam ta tién bd.

- Vang.

— Thuc sy, chau khong c6 khuyét diém nao
ngoai vu Boris Kanazev.

— Cam on bac.

— Chau da khac phuc hoan canh kho khan &
trai Ly Ba So moét cach phi thudng.
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— Cam on bac.

Lanh dao vao van dé€ nang mong doi:

— Béo cdo vu James Fisher cua chéau chi tiét
lam. Bac biéu duong chau da ngting lai dung luc.

Lanh dao nhin nang:

— M6t ca ddc biét ha, Chi Mai?

Nang dap:

- Da.

- Bon Kit6 gido rit kho tdy nao. Oc chung
né chia day 16i huyén hodc cta Jesus. Ching n6

nam ti mao udc phép la ctia Thugng dé€ chung no,
cua Chua chung né.

— Thua bac, thang giac James Fisher hay néi
Thanh kinh.

— N6 con tudng Chua ctia né cong chung véi
no la dang khac. Nhung cha 1é ching ta thua né?
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— Xin bac chi thi.

Lanh dao cau mat:

— Dua no ra ngoai anh sang, bat n6 lao dong
chan tay, lao dong nang. Cho nd an that it, nd sé
khong dau hang dau, da day ctia n6 dau hang, té
bao ctia né dau hang. N6 sé dau hang nhuc nha,
dau hang vi miéng an.

Chi Mai hoi:

— Thua bac, néu nd van ngoan co.

Lanh dao mim cudi:

— Khong con gidi phap nao khac.

Ong ta cdn chit moi, r6i néi:

— Ta sé kho giai thich v6i du ludn quoc té vé
su giam nhot tu binh sau chién tranh. Chau sé
trg lai, quyét liét hon.

Chi Mai phai d4u diém ndi vui muing. Nang
binh than:
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— Chau tré lai ha, bac?

Lanh dao gat dau:

— Ngoai chau con ai? Trong vong nua thang,
nd van ngoan cd, thu tiéu nd. Phai dan canh nhu
no bi trung dan, chién hiiu ctia n6 chon no voi
vang. Ban vG so no rdi vui xac gitia riing. Rat cé
thé, roi chau sé huéng dan bon My dao xac no.
Chung ta ban xuong vay.

Ong ta lai nhin thing vao mit Chi Mai:

— Chau sé mang n¢ di thu tiéu va vui xac né.
bang muon thé, dé tin tudng chau hon.

Chi Mai lanh ngudi. Lanh dao tiép:

— Sau vu nay, chdu vao Sai Gon choi rdi sang
Paris nhan nhiém vy md&i. Chiéu nay chdu nhan
gidy cong tac. Sang mai lén duong.

Ra khoi phong lanh dao, Chi Mai thé phao.
Ngudi ta chua kip soi kinh hién vi ctia chti nghia
vao tim nang. Chi Mai dugc trd lai véi James Fi-
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sher. Nang dén ngay he phé mua thuoc la Wins-
ton, vai chai Whisky, it hop Coca Cola, keo banh,
gio cha va cac thu 14t vat. Chi Mai x6n xang niém
vui con nit. Nang vtia dugc song lai v6i niém vui
thuan khiét nay, niém vui khong can hoc tép,
khong can nghién ctiu chu nghia. Nang vé chuin
bi hanh ly. Bu6i chiéu, nang dén Bd nhan gidy
cong tac mai. Chi Mai van chua hét lo lang. Nang
sg lanh dao quyét dinh thay d6i cong tac va ngudsi
cong tac vao phut chot.

Nang nam chd sang. Dém bong dai vo tan.
Thai gian rét run. Chi Mai khong sao chgp mat
ndi. Nang sé thu tiéu James Fisher, sé tding chang
cai chét ém ai nhat. Nang da don hét tién vao ba
16. Khong cd truc trdc nao xdy ra. Nam gio sang
hém sau, Chi Mai lén dudng.
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DO

James Fisher dém tling hoi kéng tu. Chang
Y thao thiic trong chd dogi. James da khong
théem biét thoi gian tU tdm ndm nay. Bay gig,
chang dém tung biia com d€ biét tiing ngay, tling
dém thoi thép. Ban ngay, chang dan mat vao ctia
gi6 nhin ra cdi hiu quanh btia vay kin trdi dat. Ban
dém, chang nhin béng t6i mong lung khon cung.
Noi c6 don cta chang dan trai cung khap, tham
qua nén xi mang xudng long dat. Chi Mai da lam
xa0 tron cudc doi tu day ctia chang. Nang dén
nhu con séi cdi. Nang di nhu con nai to. Nang vat
lai thuong nhé. Va James Fisher gdm nham tting
gidy, tling phut.
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Pa hon hai tuan troi qua, James Fisher song
té nhat, v vi. Chang khong hy vong Chi Mai tré
lai. Tai sao nang phai trd lai? Nang dén nhu may:.
Nang di nhu gi6. Nhu tinh yéu, dén va di khong ai
biét, khonghtahen véiai. Nangdén, James khong
biét. Nang di, James biét. Nang khong doan chac
ma chi «hy vong tré lai». Hy vong mong manh.
Chang bong lo lang «nhting hé luy chap chung»
nang ganh chiu sau khi day long trac an tha hanh
ha chang. «Nhiing hé luy chap chung cta anh da
cham dut. Bay gié dén nhiing hé luy chap chung
cua toi.» Nang vé Ha Noi dé du dua trén nhiing
hé luy ctia ngudi cdng san mat pham chat, nguoi
cong san yéu thuong mot tén gidc My? James tu
héi va James khong dam tra 16i. « Néu t6i khong
trd lai niia, anh ciing diing quén Thanh kinh. »
V6i tinh yéu, con ngudi dugc phép quén hét.

James sap ro dai. Chang sé tinh nguyén quy
trén bun nho dudi ham sau, ngay nay, sang ngay
khac, dém no qua dém kia dé xin moéi tudn mot
lan man dam véi nang. Man dam thoéi. James mé
mét giong ndi ctia nang. Chang khao khat nhin
mat nang dé€ tudng tuong dong song Rio Grande
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chang boi 16i thoi tho au. James thich khai su
cudc doi chang tu luc chang chui 1én hoi tang
dia nguc thd chin, mdu mii, mdu tai chang ta
ra, toc chang bo pho, mat chang kho dai, chang
ngoeo ¢, trén moi nd nu cudi khi nang dén gin
chang néi I6n “James, t6i rat an han” Cudc doi
can bat dau tu giay phut do. Béi vi d6 méi la giay
phut tuyét diéu 1én doi d€ yéu thuong. Néu tudi
tré My, tudi tré Au Chau lén doi theo cung cich
James da 1én doi, thé gidi sé thay doi. Noi thong
kho, tiéc rang, khong du stic quyén rii bang niém
hoan lac. Cho nén, ké hitu phuc gdp g6 né thi
hi€m hoi ma ké v6 phuc gép g6 no thi nhan nhén
trén trai dat.

Chang la ké hiiu phac tham lam. James da
dugc an ui trong buon thdm, chang muén 6m
ghi su an ui, mudén hon chdy mau moi n6, muon
lam tinh v6i né, muon né & canh chang cho t6i
khi chang héa thanh xuong kho. « T6i mudn anh
vé My. » Chi Mai da tia nudc mat néi véi chang.
Nhiing giot nudc mat ctia nang da mac khai mot
tinh yéu cao quy. James da khong han thu nang,
néu chang da hin thu nang, nhiing giot nudc mat
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ay da ngam bi tich nho xuong lam tan thu han.
James khong thu hén ai, ngoai cac thi cht nghia,
y thiic hé, phap ly ton gido, thanh kién xa h¢i lam
con ngudi xa la con ngudi. Nhiéu tin do khong
thé dén gan Chua Jesus va danh gia biét Ngai, chi
vi nhiing tha phép ly bia dit cua ngudi doi sau
ngu xudn. Nhiéu dan toc khong thé bat tay nhau,
chao hdi nhau, chi vi nhiing thi chinh sach hep
hoi ctia ddm lanh tu ich ky. James suy nghi lung
tung. D€ bét ray rit trong con nhé nhung Chi
Mai.

Ngudi My chan théat nay da ching td minh
la thép nguoi doi véi nhiing hé luy cta thu han
nhung ciing biéu 16 minh 1a to troi doi véi hé luy
tinh yéu. James Fisher hét thuc té. James Fisher
mo mong, lang man, khong tuéng. Chang tuong
tu Chi Mai trong cachot. Chang ao udc dugc treo
hai ngoén tay cai bang day dién siét chat, muoi
ngon chan chang rudn 1én, ip mdt vao mdt nang,
hoén nang mé man...
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G iam thi trai va may ga cai nguc dac trach
quan ché tén giac lai My da hién dién &
van phong theo 16i yéu cau ctia Chi Mai. Nang mé
chai Johnnie Walker, ty tay rét moi ting nguoi.
Nang dem gio cha chiéu dai cac chuyén vién nha
tt. Chi Mai ting moi tén mot géi Winston. Tat ca
« ho héi phan khai ». Khéi thuoc la thom lting.
Mui rugu To Cach Lan ngao ngat. Nguoi ta ndi
noi, cudi cudi, an uéng va hut.

— Tinh trang thang gidc My ra sao? Nang hoi.

— Bdo cdo dong chi, né binh thudng. Mot ga
cai nguc dap.
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— N6 c6 pha phach?

— Thua dong chi n6 hay hat vé khuya. N6 hat
rat hay va buon tham vo cung. Chi tiéc chung t6i
khong hiéu noi 16i ca cua no.

— Lanh dao chi thi dua né vao lao dong. Cong
td My cudc dat sé tham don cdi tao. Cac dong chi
chon cho t6i mdt khu vang vé dé t6i lam viéc véi
no ban ngay.

Giam thi néi:

- Pa san sang.

Nang noi:

— To6i can mot khau sung ngan, mdt dao gam.
Giam thi néi:

- Pa san sang.

Khi chai rugu can, budi lién hoan cham dut.
Nang yéu cau gidm thi & lai hop riéng. Ctia phong
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khép chit, khoa ky. Chi Mai tdng gidm thi chiéc
dong ho Lién X06. Nang vao chuyén:

— Cdm on dong chi da tao co hoéi thudn tién
cho toi thoi gian t6i cOng tac tai day. Tang vat cua
toi bi€u 16 tinh dong chi va long biét on.

Giam thi cam chiéc dong hd, ngdm nghia
sung sudng.

— Toi da biéu duong dong chi hét 16i véi lanh
dao. Dong chi sap dugc Dang cho di tham quan
Lién XO.

Gidm thi cam dong ra mat.

— V& tén giac My, Trung uong Dang ta quyét
dinh phai quyét liét véi né bang lao dong cai tao.
Sau quyét liét, n6 van ngoan co, Pang ta sé ban

xuong n6 cho dé quoc My. Diéu nay to6i mat.
Pong chi va t6i sé chon cho né mot nam mo.

— Téi san sang phuc vu va tuan lénh.
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— Phai chuin bi chu d4o va dan canh cai chét
ctia né. B&i vi, c6 kha ndng bdo chi quoc té€ chiing
kién sy quat mo tén gidc. Dong chi sé la ngudi
phat hién xdc linh My mat tich. Lanh dao chi tin
tudng dong chi.

— DPong chi can gi, xin chi thi.

— Mot bo quan phuc My, mot doi giay, mot
khau Colt...

— Phai ra thi xa méi c6 quan 4o, giay vd, day
lung cta linh My. Sung Colt, chiing t6i san may
khau day du dan.

— Chac chan ngoai thi xa ban?

— Véng. O Sai Gon dem ra. Dan chg den bay
ban cong khai.

— Chung ta sé di mua.
— Ngay bay gig?

— Ngay mai. Bay gio, toi va dong chi di chon
cho n6 mot nAim mo.
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Gidm thi va Chi Mai r&i van phong. Ga ché
Chi Mai vao rling sdu bang con dudng mon ma
tu nhan cai tao lao dong da phat rlting, don cay
md 16i. Chiéc jeep cia My chay tu ti. D€ pho
truong chién thang dé quéc My, cac nha tu déu
dugc cdp phat moét s6 chién lgi phdm nhu sing
dan, xe jeep, cong, khoa made in USA.

— Ct thing 16i ndy, néu phét quang, chuing ta
c6 thé dén bién gidi nudc Lao anh em. Giam thi
noi.

— Con 16i nao khac? Chi Mai hoi.

— Tt nhan tron trai dung 16i nay.

— CO tron trai?

- Vang.

— Thoat?

— Da s6 bi bat lai néu bi phat hién sém.

— Sém 14 bao lau?
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— Vai tiéng dong ho. Nhiéu dua bo xac gan
bién gidi vi ddi lanh, sot rét.

— Bao lau cho mot thang tu qua bién giGi?
— Binh thudng 1a mudi ngay.

Xe da ngting lai vi cu6i dudng mon. Hai nguoi
ngoi trén xe. Nang quan sat khu riing truéc mat.

— Ré tay phai, di khodng hai cay so roi ré trai
cling qua bién gidi, nhung sé gdp rling may. Bon
tu thudng lac 16i va chét & day. Chung thiéu dao
phat may ma 16i, loay hoay tim dudng rdi hoac
chét doi hoac bi bat. Co dua viét tu kiém, khai
rang, no di tiéu modt chod, hai ngay sau lai trd lai
cho di tiéu, bai phan con nguyén!

— Ré trai thi sao?

— Ré trai, di sau xuong khoang vai cay so roi
ré phai cling qua bién gidi.

— Sé gdp rlng tre hay rliing nta?
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— Rling qué.

— Tt nhan hay st dung 16i nay?
— Hiém hoa. Tron 16i nay dé bi bat.

— Tai sao ti nhan Viét Nam khong xudi thang
xuong mién Nam ma lai qua bién gi6i Lao?

— Xudi phia Nam hiém tré. Qua Lao, chung
hy vong bon nguy Lao giup d& phuong tién dua
chung vé Sai Gon. Nhan dan Lao hién lanh,
khong chiu bat giti giao cho Pathet. D6 la chuyén
trudc chién tranh.

— Sau chién tranh?

— Khong con tron trai nita. Dtia nao am muu
tron, n6 phai nghi vugt thém mat bién gidi.

— Sang Thai Lan?
- Vang.

- Bon ngu xudn.
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Nang buéng 16i nhi€c mang vu vo. Chi Mai
budc xuong xe, tha b sau vao rting. Giam thi di
theo bdo vé nang.

— O Lién X0, khong hé cé tu nhan tron trai.
Nang noi.

Dting lai, nang tré got:

— Do do, t6i thiéu kinh nghiém ti nhan tron
trai.

Gidm thi hi hting:

— V6ibon tron trai, nuéc mam quy hon rugu.
Chung tich trii nuéc mam dé€ tron trai. Chung
noéi, nudc mam lam 4m ap va no né.

Nang cuoi:

— Riéng tdi, sau mudi nam xudt ngoai, toi
théem nudc mam Nghé An.

Bong nang hoi:
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— Vé kinh nghiém bat tu nhan tron trai thé
nao¢

Giam thi dap:

— Chung t6i c6 cho san, cé dia ban, c6 ban
do hanh quan cua tinh nay... Néu dong chi can
nghién ctiu, xin ct luc trong ngan kéo ban giay
cua toi.

Nang tan tung gidm thi:
— Dong chi ma trinh bay kinh nghiém tu

nhén trén trai, cdc dong chi Lién X6 quén ly cac
nha tu & Sibérie sé hoan h6 nhiét liét.

Hai ngudi van dap cd, ré 14, budc sau vao
ring. Nang nhin dong ho, tinh dudng di bang
thoi gian. Bon muoi phut da kha xa cudi dudng
mon, nang ding lai:

— T6i mudn cai huyét dao & chd nay. Dling
sau qua, dung nong qua.

Gidm thi but mot canh cay:
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— Thua dong chi bao gid?

Nang bu6ng gon:

— Khén truong.

Nang nhin thang mit giam thi:

— Toéi lam viéc & day moi ngay. Pong chi bao
mat cao d¢. Bat cti mot vé binh nao lai vaing quanh

cho lam viéc ctia téi déu bi coi nhu vi pham ménh
1énh cua Dang.

Giam thi dung nghiém:

- RO.

Nang tiép:

— Toi st dung chiéc jeep hai tuan.
Giadm thi cung kinh:

— Tuan lénh dong chi.

Hai ngudi trd ra, lén xe. Nang yéu cau dugc
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lai xe. Chi Mai né may, lui xe. Nang quay dau xe
veé huéng trai, phong nhanh. Duing trudc ctia van
phong, tit mdy, nang hoi:

— Trai c6 may con ché san tu trdn trai?

Giam thi tra 16i:

— Thua dong chi hai con.

— T6i muon lam quen véi chung va sé dung
chung nhu hai bao vé€ vién thdi gian t6i lam viéc
vdi tén gidc My trong rung.

— Tuén 1énh dong chi.

— To6i nhac lai: Bao mat cao do.

- Ro.

Nang bat tay tam biét giam thi, vé phong
riéng ctia minh. Chi Mai tam gdi, thay quan 4o.
Roi nang dung com chiéu. Sau d6, Chi Mai nam
cho dém t6i. Nang nhé James Fisher. Chi Mai da
yéu tu binh James Fisher ré6i. Nang sé khong thé
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ma& ctia cachot vao lam tinh véi chang dém nay.
Nang biét chang da héo hat chd dgi nang. «No
hay hat vé khuya. N6 hat rat hay va budn tham vo
cung.» Chi Mai mudn goi chang lén vdn phong
ngay lic nang vua trd lai. Nang cling ndén néng
gdp chang. Nhung nang phai dé phong mang luéi
ngd vuc btia quanh nang. Chu nghia cua nang,
bang cta nang cé tham vong quén ly con ngudi
nang, quan ly tam hon nang. Khi con ngudi bi
quan ly, ti cach xt dung ngoén ngii quai dan do,
con ngudi da hét la con ngudi. Nang da bi quan
ly. Nang dang bi quan ly nghiém khac. Lanh dao
ctua nang da hé mé khe ctia du d€ nang nhin r6
than phdn cua nang. Hanh phuc cho Chi Mai la
nang con dugc trd lai d€ ting James Fisher cai
chét ém 4i.

James Fisher sap chét. Chang khong thé tro
vé My. Cht nghia cdng sén sé ban xuong kho cta
James Fisher cho cht nghia tu ban. Va chti nghia
tu ban sé mua xuong kho ctia James Fisher. Hai
cht nghia déu lanh lung va tan nhan nhu bon lai
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budn trau bo. Bo xuong ctia James Fisher, cua ga
linh My yéu nudc, ctia mdt con ngudi chan that
sé bi mdc ca, thém bét, ché bai, ha gia. Co 1€, linh
hon James Fisher rdi sé phai nhan danh nhiing
linh hon vat viudng ctia nhiing con ngudi da chét
& Viét Nam, 6 Cambodge, 6 A Phu Han, & Ba
Lan, & Tiép Khac, 6 Hung Gia Loi, & Nicaragua,
& El Salvador, & chau Phi, & ca Lién X6 va Hoa
Ky ma chat van nhting nu hon hitu nghi cua lanh
tu vi dai cua hai cht nghia. Con nguéi cu vi chu
nghia thu han nhau, tan sat nhau. Con ngudi cd
vi cht nghia chét oan tuc tudi. Va, & bat cl noi
nao, ké ca trén nghia dia tap thé, lanh tu vi dai
cua hai chu nghia van c6 thé cung ly champagne,
Om nhau hon tham thiét va doc dién van htia hen
tao dung hanh phtc cho loai ngudi.

James Fisher rat xing dang dau tranh cho
nguoi chét & thoi dai hom nay. Vi chang la nguoi
MY, ngudi My dugc an sting phiéu luu xudng tan
tang thu chin cua dia nguc y thic hé. Cudc dau
tranh cta James Fisher, may ra, sé lay dong ndi
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cai bong t6i phut kin luong tri nhan loai. Tai sao
chi thay con ngudi chét cho chti nghia ma khong
thay chu nghia chét cho con ngudi? Tai sao chu
nghia thu han nhau cudng buc con ngudi vao
cudc thtu han trién mién dé huay diét con ngudsi
ma van tro trén bat tay thoa hiép? Ngudi chét sé
thuc tinh ngudi song. Va khi ngudi song that su
thuc tinh, that sy gidi phong minh thoat sy quan
ly ctia cht nghia, con ngudi sé lay lai gia tri lam
nguoi, sé gianh lai quyén ba chu muodn loai. Khi
ay, cac thu cht nghia don mat sé bi vui sau duéi
long dat.

Nhung con ngudi chua thuc tinh toan dién
dé tu giai phong minh toan dién. Va Chi Mai nho
bé qua, cd6 don qua. Nang phai ban chét James
Fisher. Chti nghia ctia nang ra lénh cho nang ban
vG so chang. Chi Mai céng san ban chét James
Fisher tu ban. Nang yéu chang. Chang yéu nang.
Con ngudi yéu con ngudi. Chu nghia khich dong
con ngudi giét con ngudi. Con ngudi bat luc
trong nghia vu cttu con ngudi, bat lvc luén ca tu
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ciu chinh né. Chi Mai muon tdng James Fisher
mot cai chét khong dau dén, khong trai qua su
«quyét liét» ctia cuc hinh. Nang ao udc tré lai gép
chang d€ két thuc cudc doi chang. Chi Mai da
thoa man udc ao. Nang can ddéng kich, gian ac
nhu ni cai nguc thi chang méi chét ngon lanh.
Tén giam thi trai da 1a tai mat cia cht nghia cta
nang. Ga san sang bao cdo véilanh dao ctia nang.
Chi Mai chap nhan moi h¢ luy xdy dén véi nang.
James Fisher thi da qua thta, chang khong nén
dau d6n thém.

Nua khuya, Chi Mai ngang qua cachot nhot
James Fisher. Nang da ngat san mot bong hoa
ram but va rudi nudc hoa nang quen xtic dam
cac canh hoa. Nang mang bong hoa theo. Chi
Mai diing xa nghe James Fisher hat. “No hat rat
hay va buén tham v6 cung” Gigng chang siing
u6t oan kho. Nang ling ngudi. Co6 don déng dan,
dang dan ngap lut tam hon nang, ngap lut trai dat.
Nang thay nang dang ding & cudi 16i doi. Nghia
dia. Nha tho. Chuong cdo pho. Xe tang. Nang len
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1én budc nhe dén cachot, ném vao bong hoa qua
0 clia gid. Va nang vé€ chd ch. James Fisher
chuyén sang tinh khuc. When the stars start to
shine. Just remember darling. Remember you're
mine... R0i chang ngung hat. Im lang. Nang nghe
r6 nhiing giot nudc mat ctia minh roi rung.
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S au nhiing ngay dém thodt canh cong tay,
A )xich chan, nguoi ta lai xich chan, cong

tay chang va dua chang ra khéi cachot. James
Fisher mling lam. Chang biét chang sap gap lai
Chi Mai. Khong quén nhét bong ram but uép
nudc hoa vao tai do tu trudc khi bi cong tay chéo
sau lung, chang theo ga cai nguc 1én van phong
quen thudc, mot noi chon ho hen tinh ai biéu
tugng nhat cta loai nguoi. James Fisher ling
nguoi nhin Chi Mai. Chang 1€t chan that nhanh.
Nang van ngoi sau ban gidy ngam chang, do6i mat
rung rung.

— Ngoi di, James!
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Chang ng6i xuong ghé.

— Toéi mang qua cho anh.

James thay thudéc Winston va Coca Cola trén
ban. Chang noi:

— Co6 1a tang phdm ky diéu nhét, [a an i nam
trong Thanh kinh. T6i khong dam nghi c6 sé tro
lai nhung t6i da cau nguyén c6 trd lai. Thanh
kinh day: “Hé ai xin thi dugc, ai tim thi gép, ai go
thi dugc mé”

Nang cudi au yém:

— Ca ba diéu anh déu khong xin, khong tim,
khong go.

Nang hoi:
— Anh c6 gob ctia cachot khong, James?
Chang néng buing doi tai:

— Khong.
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— Ctia van md&, James nhi?

- Vang.
— Anh hut thudc, uong nudc nhé?

— Téi mudn ndi chuyén hon. Toéi mudn noi
cho voi ndi nhé.

Nang chong tay 1én cam:

— Toi biét anh nhé to6i. Dém qua t6i nghe anh
hat. Tai sao dang hat anh ngung lai?

Chang sung suéng dap:

— Vi tdi ngtii dugc huong vi ctia co. Toi tudng
ctia s€ dugc md. Tai sao cta da khong ma?

— B&i anh khong g6 va im ldng.
— Phiic &m cua ¢6, t6i bod tii d0. Co rod chii?

- RoO.
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— Phuc am cua c6 khong can nghe ma chi
ngui. Co bdo tin miing tho mong qua.

— Dan toc téi tho mong thé d6. Néu anh
khong bi tu day, ngtii phiac am t6i la anh phdng
ra chd hen ho ngay.

- Vang.

— Nhung anh nhé t6i vao nhiing dém troi c6
sao thi it qua. Ngudi Viét Nam nhé nhung khong
thé dém va nhé ca nhiing dém sao khong moc.
Mot nha vdn nudc toi viét: “Em hay dém trén
tréi xem c6 bao nhiéu vi sao thi anh con yéu em
hon thé ntia” Mot thi si nudc toi viét: “Trdi con
c6 bita sao quén moc, Anh chang d¢m nao quén
nhé em” Toi da nhé anh nhu thé.

— Nguoi Viét Nam lang man nhat thé gisi.
— Lang man va tho mong.

Nang boc géi Winston, rat mot di€u, ding
1én va budc canh chang. Nang didt cai dau loc gitia
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doi moi chang, quet diém cho chang dot thuoc.
Nang bop nhe vai chang:

— Nguoi My da thua tran 6 Viét Nam, riéng
anh, anh da thang tran, phai khong James?

Nang rut di€u thudc ra cho chang nha khoi
va tra 16i nang.

— Toi da thang tran?
— Phai.
— To6i nghi c6 va t6i da thang tran.

Nang diing sat chang phuc vu chang haut
thuoc. Roi nang m& hop Coke phuc vu chang
udng. Sau do, nang tré vé sau ban gidy. Nang nhan
chudng. Ga cai nguc day ctia budc vao. Nang ra
lénh cho ga di moi gidm thi.

— Ngudi ta bao cdo véi toi rang dém nao anh
ciing hat nhiing bai buon tham. James, tai sao
budn tham?
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— Toi nhé co.

— Anh chi con nh6 t6i?
- Vang.
— Anh da quén nuéc My cua anh?

— Toi khong hy vong tré vé niia. Co da hiéu,
toi hét duong vé roi. Toi chi con cod dé nhé.

Ga giam thida vao. Nangbao James chaogava
ding ddy cho ga lam viéc. James ngac nhién thay
giam thi do tii bung xudéng mat ca chan chang, do
vai chang, do bung chang, do tay chang... Ga bat
chang diing 1én miéng gidy dé ga khoanh hinh
ban chan chang. Nang héi chang cao bao nhiéu,
mang gidy s6 may va phién dich sang ti€ng Viét
Nam. Giam thi ngdi lai uéng can hop Coca Cola

thi r6i khoi phong.
— Chuyén gi thé, c6 Chi Mai?

Nang thé dai:
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— Nguoi ta khong tim ra giai phap nao cho
anh c3, James a!

Chang héi:
— Nguoi ta dong quan tai cho t6i?
Nang gat dau:

— Anh sé€ dugc chét nhu mot ngudi My sudt
doi chan that, mot ngudsi My dich thuc. Va nguéi
ta s€ ban xuong anh.

— C0 trd lai chung kién t6i chét?
— Phai, ching kién anh chét ém ai. Toi khong
mudn anh bi song nhuc hay chét dau dén. Toi da

hoi hop khi ché 1énh duge vao gap lai anh.

— Cam on Chi Mai. C6 cho t6i néi mét 16i
ngan nhé?

— Anh noi di!
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Chang nhin nang, do6i mat ruc sang, giong
thiét tha:

- Toi yéu co.

Nang ¢ia nudc mat:

— James, t6i yéu anh.

Nudéc mat chang cling ta ra:

— C6 cho t6i mot an hué.
Nang rut khan thadm mat:

— Noi di, James!

Chang ngédp ngling giay lat, n6i nho:
— Toi xin chét cham vai ngay.
Nang ngiang dau 1én:

— Anh sé c6 hai tuan chd chét.

Nang nhan chuong.
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— James, t6i nho bé, toi rat an han.

G4 cai nguc da ddy ctia vao. Chang theo ga vé
cachot. Nang ngoi lai, than thd hang chuc phut.
Roi nang budc khéi phong, 14i xe ché ga gidm thi
ra thi x4 Thanh Héa. Nang mua du thu can thiét
da ghi sdn vao miéng gidy. O day ciing cé nhiing
heé pho ban “tan du My Nguy” gia dat. Chi Mai
mua tang ga giam thi mot thd tui dung nudc cua
linh My. Nang mua cho nang hai cdi, dinh bung
s€ cé dip qua Lién X6 tang ban. Nang mua ca
con dao gam made in USA. Thay luong kho cua
Trung Quoc ré ré, nang mua mot thung 16n va
go6i duong thé Quang Ngai. Chi Mai khong quén
mdy chai nuéc mam Nghé An. Nang tr& vé trai
thi troi da toi. Tam gdi, an com xong, nang ngoi
nhé James Fisher va truy na than phan nang.
Cé lan, nang ndi véi James: «Bang tinh ngudi,
con ngudi dam pha tung nhiing gi ngin can dua
né dén véi con ngudi. Vi la ngudi, con nguoi
khong cti mdt cam danh” Nang bi cudn xody
vao tinh ngudi, vao sy khong cti mdt cam danh
cua nd. James Fisher da c6 gang song nhu mat



344 | Duyén Anh

con nguoi. Chang khong muén song gian doi véi
chinh minh. Nang da c6 gang dé s6ng nhu mot
con ngudi. Nang da dam nat gido diéu cua chu
nghia trong bong t6i.Va nang phap phong lo sg.
Co 1&, Chi Mai phai budc thém mdot budc phiéu
luu nita.

Chi Mai da chi thi cai nguc khong cong tay,
xich chan James Fisher dém ciing nhu ngay niia.
Ntuia dém, nang md ctia cachot vao lam tinh véi
chang. James dugc thodi mdi. Chang tung hoanh,
chang thao tung. James dinh nghia nhiing dém
doi doi yéu trén bung Chi Mai. Chang 6m quan
nang. Chang vudt ve nang. Chang mon trén nang.
Chang hon hit khap than thé nang. Nhu hai con
bach tudc, chang va nang dinh chdt nhau, lan 16n
trén cai buc xi mang cua cachot ti nguc. Chang
rén ri. Nang rén ri. Chang va nang bay bong 1én
ngon dinh trdi hoan lac. James khong sg chét.
James khong nghi dén nuéc My nita. Chang da
biét song & day. Chang da biét yéu ¢ day. Chang
da dau kho & day. Chang da hanh phuc & day. Va
chang bang long chét & day. Chi Mai cling khong
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thém nghi dén chu nghia ntta. Nang da biét song
& day. Nang da biét yéu & day. Nang muodn viét
mot dinh nghia bat hu vé tinh yéu.

- Em.

— Anh.

— Anh khong can dém ngay anh sap chét.
— Dung ndi gi ca.

Chang bop dao thom. Chang nhay dao thom.
Chang nuét dao thom. Va con ong lai phong
dudng bay vao tim hoa. Nang ra 1én. Lim doi.
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C/ hi Mai mac quén phuc. Nang d6i nén céi,
\J di giay den. Mot bén lung deo khau K54,
mot bén dat con dao gam, trong nang rat hién
ngang. Chiéc jeep kéo sdp mui, kinh ha xuong,
phia sau chia cudc, xéng, dao quam. James
Fisher bi xich chan, cong tay chéo dan ra. Ga cai
nguc d& chang 1én ghé trudc. Ga cong thém tay
chang, chan chang vao thanh sat tron cta ghé xe.
Chi Mai mé& cOng tac, r6 may va lai xe vo rling.
Nang chay trén con dudng mon ma gidm thi da
hudéng dan. Dén cuoi duong, nang ngung lai, tat
may.

Nang mé cong mang James véi chiéc xe, mé
ludn cong tay cho James. Chang deo xich chan,
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khé khan buéc xudng xe. Nang cam con dao
quam, di trudc. Chang theo sau. Nang da nhan
ra cdi huyét méi dao. Nang va James ding trén
miéng huyét.

— James, ngudi ta sé chon anh & day.
Chang ngo day huyét:
— HOom nay?

Nang cuoi:

— Chua hét hai tuan ma. Anh sé cim dao,
ding chat cay.

- bé&lam gi?

— D€ tay anh chai, luc chét sé ém ai. Nao, hut
mot di€u thudc trude khi lao dong.

Nang dua thudc cho chang hut.

— Anh khong hi€u néi em.
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— RoOi anh sé hiéu. Mot diéu anh can nhé:
Chung ta bat dau phai d€ phong moi ngudi. Anh
dung héi han, ct 1am nhiing gi em bat anh lam.
Nhu thé, anh méi kéo dai sy sdng thém hai tuan.
Okay, James?

— Okay.

Hut xong di€u thudc, James chdt cay. Chi
Mai ngoi dua lung vao mot goc cay cach xa James
muoi thudc. Nang canh James lao dong y hét mot
nt cai ti cOng san.

— Chat that nhanh va that manh.

Nang ra lénh. Chang vung dao. Nua tiéng
dong ho dau, nhiing dudng dao cua James ngoan
muc ldm. Dan dan no roi rac. Mo hoi James tudn
ra. James tha r6c. Chi Mai cudi khuc khich.

— Khong dugc ngting. Anh ludi biéng quen
10i, coOng ti M.

James thay con dao moi luc mot ndng. Hai
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ban tay chang da té budt. James xin nghi vai phut.
Chi Mai tti chai.

— Hodac anh chét dau khg, hodc anh chét sung
sudng. Nghi hay ti€p tuc?

James khong ddm nghi. Chang chém than
cay c6 thu. Ludi dao muon doi lai vi chang duoi
stic. Moi lan 1udi dao doi lai la mdi 1an co tay
chang dau thon. Chi Mai canh thdi gian. Dung
mot tiéng, nang cho phép chang nghi. James
dugc uong nudc. Nang quang cai tui nudc t6i
cho James. Chang ndc nudc ling yc. Chang ngo
long ban tay minh da sung mong.

— James, dting khéu nuéc & nhiing chod xung.
ROi nd sé chai lai. Va anh sé chét ngon.

Nang thay gdi thuoc va hop diém sang cho
chang ngdi. James hut thudc chang con thd vi.
Chang mét moi hon ca lam tinh. Nhung James
van bi chat cay tiép. Long ban tay chang muon
toét ra. Sang gio thu hai, Chi Mai cho chang nghi.
James nam lan trén 16p 1a muc.
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— James, dém nay anh sé é 4am minh may. Ba
ngay sau thi hét va anh sé khodi lao dong. Bay
gi0, ké chuyén nudc My ctia anh di.

— Nuéc My, anh khong vé niia.
— Nhung em sé dén.

— Em sé dén va em sé nhin ro trdi tim nudc
M¥. Qué huong My ctia anh bao la, m¢t doi ngusi
di cing chua hét. Nguoi My thuong doc sach dé
hiéu r6 qué huong minh. Méi nha van mo ta mét
vung qué huong, mot canh doi qué huong. Em sé
thuong ngudi My, néu em doc Chum nho phan
no cua John Steinbeck, sé yéu ngudi My, néu em
doc Kich doi cua William Sorayan. Nuéc My, em
hay hiéu, la anh. Em sé gap nhiing ngudi nhu
anh, & nhiing tinh nhd, 6 nhiing mién ngheo
nan. Em sé budn lam, néu em gap nhiing nguoi
& ph6 Wall. Trai tim nudc My khong & cho do.

— James, em khong can bi€t nuéc My nta.
Anh néi dung, anh 1a nuéc M.
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— Va nudc Viét Nam la em.

Nang giuc chang:

— Chat cay di, cong ti My.

Chang nan ni:

— Cho anh ndéi ti€p chuyén nay da.
Chang xoay nguoi, ngang dau lén:

— Em da doc Cta chuét va ngudi chua?
Nang dubi thang chan:

— Steinbeck?

— Di nhién.

— Em da doc & Londres.

— Anh sé ké udc mo ctia anh. Dén tdt dinh
mo udc, em ban anh nhé. Anh thém cdi chét ctia
Lennie. Em sé la George, sé ban cho anh no6i chét
tuyét voi ay.
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— Anh tham lam qua day, James a!

— C6 gi ma tham lam? Con ngudi da song
trong dau khd thi né ciing nén dugc chét trong
uGc mo.

— An hué chét a?
— Phai.
— Vay thi lam viéc di.

James muon nhao téi 6m hon Chi Mai. Nang
da ding day budc xa thém khoi chd chang. James
lai vung dao chat cay. Tay chang da moi nht, té
nhtc, nang khong & gan chang, chang cang té
nhtic, mdi nhui. James chat cay cho dén khi chiéu
xuong thi Chi Mai bao chang 1én xe, cong tay
chang lai, mang ca chéin lan tay chang vao ghé xe,
chd chang vé trai.

— Anh chi lao dong ntia ngay. Mai chung ta
vé€ mudn hon. Anh dling nim ngt uon xac. Bu6i
sang tap chay tai cho trong phong. D6 1a ménh
lénh, James a!
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Nang dan do chang trudc ctia phong dat gia
nhat cua khach san Hilton. James dugc vé cachot
cii, rdng rai, da... tién nghi ti. James tam goi, thay
quén 4o, an com. Chang mét phd nam lin ra ngu.
Nang da khong md ctia vao lam tinh vé6i chang
nta khuya. Chang ngt mé mét, khong thao thic
cho dgi. Gan sang, chang tinh giac cung tiéng
chim rting. Than xdc chang nang chich. Canh tay
nhtic, c6 tay buodt, ban tay sung mong khé nam
chat. James gang guong ngoi day. Chang hut diéu
thuoc dau ngay r6i mdi tap chay, tuan 1énh cua
nang. Sau dd, chang tam goi, danh rang.

James khong mong sang lai, dém vé niia.
Chang mong trua téi. D€ gan giii nang, du nang
cudng btic chang lao dong. James sap chét. Mot
ngay da qua. Hai ngay da qua... James déap tat diéu
thudc. Chang khong mudn suy nghi. Chang diing
1én, chay tai chd. James nghe tiéng chan minh
binh bich trén san tu, nghe hoi thé cua minh
ma quén tiéng hon minh bang khuang noi chét.
Chay mdi chan, James tam roi ngt ti€p. Chang
thic, an com trua xong 1a mang xich, deo cong,
1én xe jeep vao riing.
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Hom nay, Chi Mai bat chang cudc dat. James
cam can cudc bang hai ban tay sung mong.

— Anh phai san phang cai go mdi kia.
- bé&lam gi?

— Dugc chét trong uéc mo.

— Tay anh dau lam,

— Cong ti My, thu lao dong ctia anh la lao
dong trinh dién. Dung nghia lao cai, anh sé guc
lién. Anh sé déila ma van lao dong. Anh sé them
an, sé xin an, sé cui dau [am moi viéc d€ no bung.
D o6i kho va sg hai giét chét phdm cach cua anh.

James ldng thinh cudc go mai. bat go moi
ran chac nhu xi mang tron cat. Chang bo nhiing
nhat cu6c that manh ma ludi cudc van chi lun
mot phan ba. Thinh thodng, nhiing nhat cudc
doi lai khién nach James budt khén ta. Chi Mai
ngd dong ho, bat chang cudc lién tuc. James deo
xich chan, mdc quén tu, cbi tran ding trén go
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mdi. Chang giong tén no 1¢ thoi trung c6. Nang
ngoi xa, cach chang ba muoi thudc, dung sach
VG cai tu canh ti nhan lao dong. Chi Mai da cuoi
mot minh ngam James Fisher cudc go moi.

— James, gidi lao mudi phut.

Chang buong cudc, nhay xuong, v tii nudc
uong say sua. Chang uéng bao nhiéu nudc, bay
nhiéu mo hoi tudn ra. James huat thuoc. Chang
ngd long ban tay. Nhiing ché mong nudc da vo,
xep 1ép, bay nhay.

— GO moi day anh mot bai hoc day.

— Anh hét muén khon 16n.

— Anh phai khon 16n dé chét trong udc mo.

— Vay bai hoc thé nao?

— Chang ¢6 gi vinh ctiu cd. Go mdi la mot
vuong quoc vi dai ctia dan tdc moi bé nhd. No

da dugc kién tao cd tram nam hay nghin nam.
Khong bao gié n6 nghi cé ga linh My tén la James
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Fisher san bang né. Nhung n6 sé bi san bang, méi
chua sé bi tiéu diét.

— Bai hoc hay lam.

— Tat ca nhiing tht vi dai, vinh ctiu da bj tiéu
diét, sé bi tiéu diét, sap bi tiéu diét. Cai duy nhat
con lai la con ngudi. Okay, James?

— Okay.
— Cudc dat di @€ con lai.

James Fisher leo 1én go moi cudc dat. Chang
cuoc, chang nghi. Chiéu t6i, Chi Mai chd chang
vé, muon hon hom qua. Va, lai nhu hom qua,
James ngt ngon lanh, thic day thé duc chay
trong phong va ngu chd budi trua. Ngay thii ba,
Chi Mai bat James phat bui. Ngay thti tu, James
hét mét moi, dau nhic. Ngay thi ndm, long ban
tay James chai lai. Ngay thu sau, James lao dong
tan tinh. Chang dn dugc nhiéu va nga mét mach
yén gidc. Thit chang b6t bung. Da chang bét
xanh xao. Tiéu chuén thit cd, rau tuoi, trai cay
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cua James tang lén. James biét ndi chét gan ké.
Chang da mo ho nghe hoi chudng béo tt. Ai cha
c6 lan chét. Nhung khong phai ai cling dugc chét
trong hanh phuc va uéc mo. Chang ching cin
phan nan, than trach. James da dugc toai nguyén
chét nhu mdt ngudi sudt doi chan that.

Pém thd sdu, Chi Mai m& ctia phong vao.
Nang hién dang chang lan cudi. James nghi thé.
Nang muon ban mot an stng thiéng liéng cho ga
td tu James Fisher. Va chang tan hudng an stng
do.

— Em yéu dau...
Nang bit miéng chang lai.

— Anh ao udc em ké siing vao tran anh, ban
anh mdt phat dang ldc anh rén ri lac thu. Ban
anh nhé, Chi Mai?

Nang nin thinh. Va nang ghi chédt chang,
ruén lén. Chang dé mé, chang rén ri:

— Cho anh chét di, em yéu dau...
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Nang van lang thinh. James nan ni chét.
Giong chang nho dan, nhé dan rdi chim trong
giong bao hoan lac.
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J ames Fisher dém tiing ngay séng. Y thic
J khong gian va thoi gian lai bling day
manh liét trong chang. James bang long chét vi
chang sé dugc chét ém 4ai, chét trong hoan lac
cta udc mo. James Fisher yéu Chi Mai, chang
nhin Chi Mai nhu mét con ngudi va yéu nang
nhu mdt con ngudi yéu con ngudi. Chi Mai yéu
James Fisher, chac chan, cling bang cung cach
ay. James nghi thé. Chang khong cin hiéu thém,
tu giay phut nao, tli giay phat huyén bi nao, con
nguoi da cam thong con ngudi ¢ nghich canh é
ché cua thoi dai cuc ky chua x6t. Nhan loai sé cé
moét dinh nghia nao vé chuyén tinh cua chang
va nang? Thé gidi sé hoi tai sao chia nguc cong
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san yéu tu binh tu ban. Hoac nudc dap tat lua,
hodc lta hut kho rdo nude. Nude va ltia nhu mat
trdng, mdt troi cdch trd, nhu tu ban va cong san,
khong bao gi¢ gdp gd, giao hoa. Nhung cdi gi da
lam nén c6 tich? Thiéu sy hoang dudng con la co
tich khong? Chang ai bit bé sy hoang dudng ctia
c6 tich. Nguoi ta ci doc va cti say mé... Ngay xua
cd... IT était une fois... Once upon a time... Es war
einmal... Cai gi lam cho cong chua ngt nghin
ndm trong ring song day? Tinh yéu cta hoang
tu. Cai gi lam cho cong chua chét? Loi nguyén
cta phu thtay. Cong chua va hoang tti déu la con
nguoi cd ma thoi. Con ngudi da 1am con nguoi
phuc sinh bang tinh yéu cta chinh con ngudi.
Nhiing ba tién, Thugng dé ctia cd tich, da bat luc.

Mot giai thich tuyét v&i cho co tich James
Fisher mai nay: O ky nguyén ctia chang, phi thity
la chti nghia, la y thic hé. Gido diéu cua chung la
nhiing 16i nguyén. Con ngudi da chét vi phu thuy.
Con ngudi phuc sinh vi tinh yéu dich thuc cta
con ngudi. R6t cudc, cai con lai van la con ngudsi
va cai vinh ctiu van la tinh yéu. Trai dat da dugc
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tao dung bang rat nhiing vo ly. Moi su hiiu ly,
tranh luan nghin ndm, lai hoa thanh vo ly. Chinh
nhting vo ly méi tho mong, méi lam thidng hoa
doi song. Cai nguoi ta tudng hop ly nhat thi chi
dem t6i nhiing hé luy cho con ngudi. Chang han
su hop ly ctia cht nghia, ctia chu thuyét. Khi hai
cht nghia cai nhau gianh quyén hgp ly, nhan loai
diéu dung. Va khi su hop ly dugc chiing minh,
nha tU, trai tdp trung, thu han, hinh phat, thong
khé moc 1én nhu ndm sau chét chéc, d6 v3 cua
chién tranh. Nhung su vo ly ctia tinh yéu thi chi
dét nén than thoai, huyén thoai, co tich. Nguoi
ta mai mai kho dai doi héi sy hgp ly cua nhiing
rung dong tam linh.

— James.

— Haz

— Anh dang nghi gi thé?
— V€ em, vé anh.

— Vé em thi sao?
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— Em cfng san.

— Vé anh thi sao?

— Anh tu ban.

— James, anh sap chét rdi nén anh nghi sang.
Anh da ndi con ngudi dé ra cht nghia, cht ng-
hia khong dé ra con ngudi. Cht nghia khong
yéu nhau, khong thich gip g& nhau. Chang c6
ong linh muc nao rao gidng 16i ran ctia Thich Ca,
cia Mohamed trong nha thd Thién Chua gido
ca. Cling vay, chang c6 ong dai dtic, 6ng thay té
nao rao giang 16i ran cua Jesus trong chua, trong
dén cua Phat gido, Hoi gido. Cong san thu han tu
ban. Tu ban thu han cong san. Nhung con nguoi
gap g& con ngudi va thuong yéu nhau, bat ké con
nguoi nao, mau da nao, sac tdc nao. Yéu la khong
can phai giai thich. Khi yéu, con ngudi quén hét
moi thi btia vay nd, de dga n6 ma chi con biét né
va nguoind yéu. Em khong nghi cong san la gang
thép, anh duing tudng tu ban khong la thép gang.
Anh sap chét, suy nghildm cdm roi, James oi! Em
la Chi Mai, anh 1a James Fisher. Bay gi¢ cuoc dét,
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néu anh muén chét véi uGc mo ctia anh. Thu that
di, anh sg chét ha?

— Khong, anh khong sg chét.

— Vay sap chét dling them suy nghi. Em da
htia sé diu anh vao noi chét tuyét diéu ma.

— Tai sao em tinh nguyén giét anh?

— L4m cam nia, James! Anh thém chét dep
theo y ctia Thugng d€ anh va theo ca y anh. Em
chiéu anh.

James Fisher vung tay cudc. Chang da cuoc
dat that gidi, cudc dat khong biét mét moi. James
da san bang mot go moéi. Chi Mai van xich chin
chang, van ngodi cach xa chang ba muoi thudc.
James thém noi chuyén v6i Chi Mai boi chang
biét chang sap chét. James ngung cudc.

— Chi Mai.

- Ha?
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— Sap chét dling thém cudc dat ludn.

— Thi sé chét dau dén.
— Cing dugc.

— Ké ca chét lam ngudi danh mat sy chan
that?

James nin thinh. Chi Mai mim cudi tinh quai.
— James, cho anh giai lao tai cho.

Chang hut thuoc, ngdi dua vao goc cay.

— Chac chan, anh khong sg chét chi?

— Chac chan.

— Néu anh song so6t vé My, anh c6 cam on
cong san da bat anh khong?

— Cam on chu.

— Nhan danh cdi gi anh cam on?
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— Mot ngudi My xa la v6i noi kho ctia nhan
loai.

— K€ nhiing diéu anh sé cam on cdng san cho
em nghe.

— Nho cong san anh biét c6 don, biét thong
khd, biét hinh phat, biét ddi, biét khat, biét dn
dan, biét gid tri cua nudc 1a, biét stc chiu dung
clia con ngudi, bi€t anh, biét loai ngudi, biét yéu
cd cai tdm thudng lan cai phi thuong, biét mo
udc dieu u6c mo cua ngudi khac... Va, dieu dang
noéi nhat, biét em.

— Biét em thé nao?

— Dan anh dén su song. Em la niém an Gi cua
Thuong dé€ ban cho anh trong budn tham, tuyét
vong. Loai ngudi cd mdt minh anh dugc hdi doa
hoa quy né trén da dudi dia nguc.

— James, dang tiéc la anh sé khong bao gio
viét tiéu thuyét taing em, khong bao gio ké o tich
dia nguc, khong bao gid noi nhiing di€éu cam on
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cOng san.

— Anh biét.

— Nhung anh néi v6i em, du roi. Anh xtng
dang la ngudi My chan that, James a!

— Cam on em.

— Ngudi My chan that van sg chét chu.

— Khong, anh khong sg chét.

— Chan that?

— Hoan toan chan that, tuyét doi chan that.

Chi Mai dua tay che miéng dau nu cudi hom
hinh. Nang dung day, bao James:

— Anh budc ra dung trén miéng huyét.

James Fisher ngo ngac. Chang lam theo Iénh
cta Chi Mai.

— Nhin dudéi day huyét, James!
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Chang nhin duéi day huyét, noi ngoi nghi
vinh vién ctia chang.

— Anh sé€ dugc thdo xich chan, quy trén
miéng huyét. Thay vi xung t6i véi linh muc cua
anh, anh sé nhim mait uéc mo. Luc anh lim
ngudi sung sudng, em sé ké sting vao 6t anh. Em
sé ban mot phat thoi. Anh chét ngay. Em dap anh
xudng huyét, 1dp dit kin. Chang c6 ai liéng hoa
ca. Ngudi ta sé do chat nudc hda hoc cho thitanh
chdng ra. Roi nguoi ta dao mo, 16i xuong anh 1én
rao ban. Co6 thé bo xuong anh gia tri hon nhiing
bo xuong linh My khac. S¢ chét khong, James?

Chang lac dau:

— Khong.

— Em nghi ngd long chan that ctia anh day.
— R6i em sé hét nghi ngo.

— Néu nguoi ta khong cho anh chét trong udc
mo, anh sg chét khong?
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— Khong.

— Anh nén... tap chét mot lan nhé?

— Tap chét!

— U. Chét quen sé hét sg chét.

~ Y kién hay.

Nang dem cong khda tay chang lai. Nang bat
chang quy xuéng, 1dy khan bit chit mat chang.

Chi Mai x0 James Fisher that manh. Chang roi
xuong day huyét. Nang cudi khodi chi:

— Dau khong, James?
- Dau.

— Khi chét that, anh hét cam gidc dau don.
Ndm yén nhé, em sé 14p dat!

- Dling, duing, Chi Mai...

— Anh s chét roi a?
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— Khong.

Chi Mai nhét nhiing cuc dat xép dong. Nang
nham chan James ma liéng. Bi trung dat cuc,

chang la bai bai:
— Du r6i, du roi, em...
Nang noi:

— U6c mo di, James! Khong ai viia hét viia
mo ca.

Nang ti€p tuc liéng dat va chang ti€p tuc la
16i. R6i nang nhay xuéng huyét. James van bi bit
mat. Nang ra lénh:

— Ndm ngtia, dua tay phia trén.

James Fisher khong bi cong tay chéo sau lung,
chang c6 thé dua cao trén dau.

— Nao, khdi su u6c mo, 6ng My!

James Fisher cau nhau:
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— Anh khong hi€u néi em.

Chi Mai da nhe dui chang:

— Nguoi hon hai tram nam hiéu sao noi
ngudi hon bon nghin nam, James! V6i dan toc
em, nudc My con con nit.

Nang ndm trén bung chang. Nang hon chang.
Nang ludn tay duéi 4o chang, mon man da chang
va bop mudn nat xuong thit chang. James Fisher
bat dau mo udc. Khong cd Eve va Adam duéi
huyét m¢. Chi c6 hai da nhan biét e then. Nang
kéo thap miéng la che phan duéi than thé chang.
Va nang, nang cling kéo thap miéng la che phan
dudi than thé nang. Chang up vdi tay xuong lung
nang. Da nhan nam khong thé 6m da nhan nd.
Mudi dau ngén tay ctia chang bau chdt tudng
xuyén qua 4o rudm mdu lung nang. Nang vut
ngoi day. Khi mat troi nuét mat trang, ngudi ta
goi la nhat thuc. Khi mat trang nudt mat troi,
ngudi ta goi la nguyét thyc. It ai bdo d6 1a cudc
lam tinh tuyét diéu cua hai biéu tugng doi nghich.
Cang khong thiy ai giau tudng tugng nghi rang
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dé la nhiing con giao hoan ngéy ngat ctia hai chu
nghia thu han & trén tr6i. Nhung, dudi day huyét
mo, mat trang nudt mat troi, nguoi ta sé khé tim
chiti nghia pho dién. Rot cudc, ngudi ta sé lai cho
la chuyén hoang dudng.

Mt trang nang da nudt gon mdt troi chang.
Nang chong tay 1én nguc chang. Nang mudn mat
trdi vao sau niia, sdu ntia, siu tGi cai thaim thdm
tot cung ctia mat trang. Mdt trdi bi bit mat. Mat
trdi mu. Mdt trdi bat dong. Trai tim ctia mat troi
rung dong va mat troi van nhin r6 néi han hoan
cia mat trang. Gio thoi nhe. La xao xac. Con
chim lac loai nao dé véo von hot trén ngon cay
chiéu. Chang rén ri. Nang rén ri. Mt trang lan.
Mat trdi lan theo.

— Chi Mai.
— James.
— Tai sao bit mat anh?

— Vikhi uéc mo, ngudi ta thudng nham mat.
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— Tai sao cong tay anh?

— Vi khong ai uéc mo bdng tay ca.

Nang md& cong tay chang, thao khan bit mat
chang. Nang leo 1én trudc va giup chang leo lén
sau.

— James, anh mu6n chét nhu thé chu?

Chang cudi:

— Anh muodn chét nhu thé vai lan.

Nang noi:

— Rat tiéc, anh chi dugc chét mot 1an thoi.

Chang nhin nang say dam:

— Mot lan chét that va vai lan chét gia, em
nhé?

Nang khong tra 16i.
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C/ hi Mai da khong thi hanh chi thi caalanh
./ dao. Nang khong nd cudng btic James
Fisher lao dong nang va cho chang an it dé chang
doi, chang mat phdm cich lam ngudi. Chang ai
doan noi y nghi ctia nang, ngoai nang. Ngudoi
cOng san nao cling cd mot nhan xét thong thudng:
“Tu tudng thé hién qua hanh dong” Nang cin
thi€t c6 nhiing hanh dong cu thé dé€ giam thi bao
cao nang véilanh dao. Tat cd vi James Fisher. Chi
Mai nhan chuong sai ga cai nguc goi gidm thi lén
gap nang.

Nang tang gidm thi chai whisky va noi:
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— HOm nay t6i mdi c6 co hdi thudn tién cam
on dong chi.

Giam thi cam chai rugu ngoai qudc, ngo
ngac:

- Dong chi cdm on diéu gi, téi khong hiéu?
Nang cudi than mat:

— Nhiing bdo cdo tot ctia dong chi vé toi gui
vé lanh dao.

Chéan dau giam thi, nang tiép:

— Toi da doc nhiing bdo cdo ay.
Giam thi xun xoe:

— Dong chi lam tot, t6i bdo cdo tot.
Nang hoi:

— Néu t6i lam xau?

Giam thi dap:



Mot ti binh My & Viét Nam | 375
— Dong chi chua hé lam xau.

Moi gidm thi hut thudéc Winston, nang tham
do:

— TU hom tdi tré lai, dong chi gtii bao cdo
nao chua?

Giam thij lac diu:

— Chua.

Nang hat tay:

— Vay mai mot bao cdo nhé!

Nang quet diém cho giam thi dét thuoc.

— Vé tén gidc My - nang ndi - lanh dao chi
thi cho n6 an doi, bat no6 lao dong nédng, tdi chua
thi hanh. Theo phuong phép cta t6i, cho n6 an
ngon, dn no d€ né lam quen lao dong. Roi bat nd
lao dong ndng, cho an it, nd sé doi, sé quy lay xin
an. Luc ay, ta bdo no6 lam gi no6 cling lam. Dong
chi c6 thac mac phuong phép cua t6i khong?
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Giam thi nha khoi:

— Thua khong.
Nang ra lénh:

— Ngay lap ttic, d6i né sang cachot nho, cong
ca chan lan tay ban dém, tiéu chuén com ky luat
v6i muoi. Toi muodn két thiuc sé6m vi xem chiling
khé cai tao tu tudng nd.

Giam thi ding nghiém:
- Ro.

Gidm thi r&i vdn phong. Nang xoa tay mim
cudi. Ngudi ta chuyén James Fisher t&i cachot
hep ma chang da tling &, sau biia com t6i. James
khong thac mac. Véi James, tii nay dén hom Chi
Mai ban v6 so chang, ddy chang xudng huyét, 14p
kin dat, chang dugc tap chét thém vai lan la man
nguyén roi. James lai nam nghiéng, chan xich, tay
cong chéo, dau sat x6 phan ti€éu ma nga. Chang
ngu ngon lanh. Chang ngt khong thao thuc. Khi
tiéng kéng bao sang d6, nguoi ta ma ctia cachot
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thdo xich chén, cong tay ra. Chang di sat mui
vao ctia gié hit thé. Roi chang tap chay. James
chay tai cho vi Chi Mai muén thé, vi chang yéu
nang. Buoi trua, James déi nhau. Chang chd biia
com nhu nhiing btia com tit hom Chi Mai tré lai,
nhung biia com trua nay da trd lai cdi thuong 1¢
khac nghiét ctua thang ngay qua. Ngudi ta phat
cho James mdt ca com lung véi dim mudi rac
lén va moét ca nudc. James ngdn rat le, chang
thém ngdn thém. Lao dong khién chang them &n
nhiéu. Chi Mai da bao chang: “Cong tii My, thu
lao dong ctia anh la lao dong trinh dién. Ping
nghia lao cai, anh sé guc lién. Anh sé& doéi 1a ma
van lao dong. Anh sé thém &n, sé xin an, sé cti
dau lam moi viéc d€ no bung. Déi kho va sg hai
giét chét pham cach ctia anh”

James Fisher udng can ca nuéc cho cing da
day. Chang chgt hiéu chang ton tai dén hom nay
la nh¢o chang nam yén trong bong t6i. Néu nguoi
ta ddy chang ra anh sang, cudng btic chang lao
dong ndng né va cho chang dn it, James da chét tu
l4u. Chang ndm dgi nang dan chang di lao dong,
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van vay thoi, James bi xich chan, cong tay leo lén
xe jeep M. Chi Mai ldi chang vao riing. Nang mé
cong cho chang, vat con dao va cai cudc xudng
goc cdy 16n, chi chang:

— James tu binh, anh sé ha guc cay do.

Chang tron xoe mat:

— Ha cay nay bang dao va cu6c?

Nang than nhién:

— Nudc em thi€u cua may va nhién liéu.

— Ha chiéu nay?

— Chiéu nay, chiéu mai, chiéu mot... Cho dén
khi cay do rap.

Nang chi dan James céch ha cay:
— Cay nay, it nhat, chin tang ré. Trudc hét,

anh phai lay cudc cudc so so cdi vong tron ban
kinh khd 16n quanh gbc cay. Roi anh cudc dat
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moc 1én dé 16 tang ré thd nhat. Anh chat ddt ré
chia ngoai r6i mdi chat dut ré sat goc. Rdi anh
moéc dat 1én d€ 16 ting ré thd hai... Roi anh...

Nang pha ra cudi. James ngo ngan.

— Dén tang thi chin, anh da dao xong cdi ho
nho ngip dau anh. Anh khom lung chét not cai
ré moc thang cdm chui xuéng dat sau, thé 1a cay
do ram.

Nang cam hon dat choi chang:

— Anh khong c6 vinh quang nhin cay d6 dau.
Vi anh chét & tdng ré thii ba. Nao, lao dong!

James Fisher day cd thanh cai vong tron 16n
chung quanh goc cay. Chang lui hui cudc dat,
moi ré. Tang ré thd nhat 10i ra, cai nao cai 4y to
tuéng. Méi cudc chua day mot tiéng, mat James
da hoa. Chang la vi do6i. Chi Mai tinh quai giuc
chang chat ré. James vung dao. Chiing con dao tu
dong roi xudng ré, Chi Mai méi cho chang nghi.

— James.
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— Haz

— Anh déi lam chua?

- Déi lam.

— Em nghi anh chua déi lam déu, James a!
Khi nao ngudi ta hét cam giac doi, dé méi la luc
thuc sy doi.

Nang dem lai cho James mét goi com 16n véi
cai dui ga ran. Chang an ngau nghién. James cap
dui ga sung suéng. Nang thdy thém hdop Coca
Cola. Chang mé& nap, uéng mdt mach.

— No cht, James?

— No.

— Ngon cht, James?

— Ngon.

— James oi, anh c6 thé tudng tugng, trong ba
thdng, ngot hai triéu ngudi chét déi khong?
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- Khong. G dau, Chi Mai?

~ O nuéc em, nam 1945!

Chi Mai ké James nghe vu chét d6i nam 1945
& mién Bac nudc Viét Nam. Nang ra doi nam
nam, sau vu chét déi ma lich sti quen goi la vu
chét d6i Thang Ba At Dau. Nhat Ban chiém Viét
Nam, tudc doat quyén cai tri ctia Phap. Ho bat
néng dan mién Bac nho lua trong day. Gao kho-
ng du an doi mua lda méi. Dan mién Bac bat dau
chét doi ti thang giéng. Dén thang ba thi chét
khung khiép, chét khong kip chon. Cé lang chét
hét sau khi da an hét chudt bo, ca chudi. Ngudsi
ta chét bg, chét bui, chét dau dudng, x6 chg. Me
chét déi, con nhay vu me mdt lat roi chét theo.
Ngudi ta dgi ngudi khac chét, xéo thit nuéng dn
cho d& ddi roi ciing chét. Khi ay, Nhat Ban cam
dan mién Nam ché lda gao ra ctiu d6i mién Bac.
Ho dung théc laa dot thay than.

— James, anh phai hiéu tai sao dan toc em
trién mién oan khé.
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— Anh hiéu.

— Vi anh da doi?
— Dung thé.

— Nhan loai von thiéu long trac 4n va bét
cong. O Hiroshima va Nagasaki, ngudi Nhat
Ban chét vi bom nguyén tu it hon & Viét Nam
ngudi Viét Nam chét doi vi su tan dc ctia Nhat
Ban. Nguoi My, hang nam, déu cho may bay rac
hoa lén hai thanh phé Hiroshima va Nagasaki
dung ngay ho da bo bom nguyén tt. Ngudi Nhat
da khong rac hoa 1én nhiing ndm mo chét doi
tap thé ma ho la tha pham. Thé gidi nguyén rta
My bd bom nguyén td sat hai Nhat ma khong
nguyén ria Nhat cudng btic hai triéu ngudi Viét
Nam chét doi. Ngudi Nhat gay chién v6i ngudsi
MY, ngudi Nhat chét 1a 16 gich. Nudc em co gay
chién v6i Nhat dau, tai sao ngudi Nhat bat nguoi
Viét Nam chét d6i? Em chua dugc doc cudn sach
nao thé giGi viét vé tdi ac ghé tdm cua Nhat Ban
doéi véi dan toc em. James a, em khong noéi dén
thtt hin nita. Nhung anh can hiéu, phai hiéu, moi
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bat hanh cta dan tdc em déu bi nhap cdng. Va
moi chién dau déu da cé xuit xu ro rét.

James Fisher tia nudc mat. Bong nhién, chang
yéu dan toc Viét Nam vo cung. Gigng sting uét
tinh cdm, James néi:

— Anh sé dong gop phan nhd mon dén bu
dan tdc em.

Nang lac dau:

— Khong can, James. Déan toc em khong can
ai dén bu cd. Dan toc em biét ngoi trong c6 don
nuot thong khé va can dam chién d4u, ngao nghé
dudi dnh mdt trgi. Dan tdc em oan khién nhung
khong thu han. Néi cho cung, ching ai dén bu
ndi nhiing bat hanh ma ngudi ta da gay ra cho
dan toc em. James, nhé di€u nay: Dan tdc em cho
ma khong doi, mat ma khong tim.

James chép mat:

— Cam on em, cam on dan toc Viét Nam.
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James Fisher yéu nudc Viét Nam, yéu dan toc
Viét Nam dén noéi chang quén chang sap chét,
chang doi “déng gop phan nhé mon dén bu dan
toc” Viet Nam. Chi Mai khong ra lénh, tu y James
cam dao chdt ré cay. Bay gio, chang chém nhiing
nhat thich dang. James thdy mat minh sidng ra
va co thé chang manh mé. Chang lai mo udc tép
chét dudi huyét sau. James ngudc nhin Chi Mai.
Nang dang cdi mat budn ba. Nang chiéu da thoi
thop trén nhiing lum cay.

— James.
— Haz
— Chung ta vé s6m hom nay.

Nang cong tay James dat chang lén xe va lai vé
trai. Ngudi ta tong chang vao cachot, khong cho
chang tam goi. Blia com t0i ctia chang van chi
lung ca rac mudi véi mot ca nude la. Chi Mai da
chi thi mién cong tay James. Cai nguc xich chan
chang lai, khong can dgi chang dung xong biia.
James ngtia ngdy kho chiu. M6 hoéi nhép nhap
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da chang. Chang ddt lung xu6ng buc xi mang,
khong tai nao nham mat ndi, du chang thadm mét
lao dong. James Fisher suy nghi vé Chi Mai va
dan tdc cao quy ctia nang. Qua that, James khong
hiéu no6i Chi Mai. “Nguéi hon hai tram ndm hiéu
sao noi ngudi hon bén nghin ndm.” Nang da noi
thé. Va mia mai thém: “Véi dan toc em, nudc My
con con nit.” James tiéc rang chang khong séng
lau dé€ tim hiéu Chi Mai va dan tdc Viét Nam.
Chang sap chét. Cai chét cua chang da gan ké.
Nudc My ctia chang da xa lo xa lac.

James cam xuc cat tiéng hat. Giong chang
sau dau, u 4n. Bai ca dién ta nhiing giong song,
hoang hon, bong téi va nudc mat. Réi chang
thiép di mot gidc ngan. Khi James vut tinh, chang
doéi nau ngudi. Da day chang co hd nhu c6 mdng
vuot cao cau. Ngusi My da biét khat va nguoi
My lai biét déi. Nhan loai biét doi va biét khat
tu lau. James nhé géi com, cdi dui ga budi trua
trong ring. Chang mo mong cai dui ga, géi com
va hop Coca Cola. Nhan loai khon cung dang
mo mdng don gian thé, dang mo mong ngoai
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doi chi khong phdi mo mong trong tu nguc.
James xoay thé nam. Chang ép bung xudng buc
xi mdng chéng doi. Hai triéu dan Viét Nam da
chét doi. Hinh nhu nudc My chua hé bi€t chuyén
nay. Nhung c6 gai Viét Nam Chi Mai bi€t rd cau
trai Hoa Ky James Fisher doi. Nang da nhin phan
an cla nang t6i nay. Chi Mai géi hai miéng suon
heo nudng chung véi com thay vao cachot qua 6
clia gio.

James Fisher nghe mot tiéng bop. Chang
vung day lan mo. Va chang hudng biia tiéc nua
dém tuyét diéu. Thta thai khon ngoan tu day,
James goi xuong heo vao boc gidy, ludn tay qua
0 ctia gio, liéng manh ra xa. Chang tudng da day
da va sé ngon gidc dén sang. Lai thém tiéng bop
thu hai. Nang ting chang vai trai chuoi va hop
Coca Cola. James Fisher y hét nhan vat bat hanh
cua c0 tich dugc ba tién thuong x6t. Nudc My da
chi vién tr¢g may bay, xe tdng, dai bdc, sung dan,
bom min va thuéc khai quang cho Viét Nam.
Nuéc My khong ngd, c6 ngay, Viét Nam ngheo
kho vién trg com nudéc cho ngudi My.
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James Fisher cdm dong muodn khoc. Chang

khoc. Chang khong nam niia. Chang ngdi & goc

cachot, & mot goc dia nguc. Chang guc dau trén

dau go6i. Nhu thé chang cdu nguyén. Nhu thé

chang sam hdéi. Nhu thé chang uéc mo. Nhu thé
chang chd dgi mot noéi niém. James khé noi:

— Cam on em, cam on dan toc em.



388 | Duyén Anh

Nhﬁng dung cu lao dong dugc phu lén
J bang chiéc chiéu. Hai con cho san tu
cua trai da ngoi trén gh€ sau va cot day ky luéng.
Nang mang do6i giay bo di riing, mdc quan phuc,
deo khdu K54 va dao gdm. Gidy lung ctia nang
kin dan. Khuon mat nang sit mau vd cung. Ga
cai nguc dan James Fisher ra xe. Nguoi ta bao
chang mdc quan 4o cta linh tau bay My, di giay
bd san xuit tai My. James dat khiu sing Colt nap
nguyén gap dan. Chang linh cam cai chét. James
than nhién. Chan chang bi xich. Tay chang bi
cong chéo sau lung. Chang kho khan leo 1én ghé
trudc. Ngudi ta mang thém hai cdi cong chan va
tay chang vao khung sat ctia ghé.
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Chi Mai didn do ga gidm thi:

— CO thé toi sé vé muon. Coé thé toi sé vé vii
thang gidc My néu nd hét ngoan c6.

Nang mé cong tac, ro may va lai vao rling.
James Fisher bat dau s¢ hai. Chang hét than
nhién. Tim chang dap manh. M6 hoi chang toat
ra. Chang quay nhin nang lanh lung cam tay ldi.
Nang khong hé moéi. Chang khong dam hé moi.
James Fisher dang ngdi canh ti than. Tu than
dén trudc han dinh. Tu than cho chang hai tuan
1é cho chét. Tt than nuot 16i hia. James phéin
van roi James hoang mang. «Anh dling hoi han,
ct lam nhiing gi em bat anh lam. Nhu thé, anh
m&i kéo dai sy song thém hai tuan” Em kho hiéu
qud. Chang da trach mdc nang va nang noi “Roi
anh sé hiéu.” James khong thé hi€u diéu chang sé
hiéu. Chang khong con thai gian. Chang dang
hiéu chang sap chét. Va giay phuat sap chét, con
nguoi bong khao khat song, dau séng dau khg, é
ché; con ngudi bong tiéc cudc dai va sg chét, dau
chét ém 4i trong hanh phuc, trong uéc mo. Anh
chang kho khao Lennie khong biét minh sap chét
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nén anh ta da day uéc mo lén tdn dinh ngon troi
r6i anh lanh vién dan than tién gitia 6t dung luc
anh bay bong theo uéc mo.

Chang biét chang sap chét, chang khoé long
day u6c mo trong s¢ hai.

Chiéc jeep da duing lai. Nang van lanh lung
tua than chét, ma cong cho chang budc khoi xe,
tudc khau Colt, bao chang di vao cho lao dong
va dung ché nang 6 miéng huyét. Nang lat cai
chiéu lén, 16i ba 16 deo 1én lung. Chi Mai khong
quén hai tii nuéc. Nang mang hai tui nudc hai
vai. Nang c&i giay budc chd. Mot tay xdch cdi ba
16 thi hai, mét tay dat chd, nang budc sau cach
James kha xa. Mot lac lau, James da 1€t sat miéng
huyét. Nang cot ché vao hai than cay nhd, gé ba
16 va tui nudc vat xudng co. James khong hé nhin
lai.

— Anh quy xudng, James Fisher!

Chang ngoan ngoan quy. Nang md cong tay
chéo sau lung chang.
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— Anh c6 thé chap tay cau nguyén Thuong dé
cta anh.

Nang ding sau chang. James khong ddm
quay lai. Anh khong dam nhéan dién tt than. Anh
ciing khong ddm hinh tuéng Chi Mai trén khudn
mat td than. James mudn giti nguyén mui vi da
thit cta nang trong cachot. Chang khong mudén
ngti mui vi ctia than chét.

— Chi Mai!

Chang goi nang, goi ngudi yéu dau da dén
vGi chang nhiing dém cachot ai an tuyét diéu.

— Anh cau nguyén di va cam khong duogc
ngoai ¢o lai.

— Anh khong cau nguyén.
— Tai sao?
~ Vi chang con gi dé ciu nguyén.

— Anh hét tin Thugng dé.
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— Van tin.

— Thugng dé€ ctia anh khong cho anh sy song
nua.

— Thuong dé da cho.

— Chi mot lan.

— Mot lan la da roi.

— Anh dling gian doi long anh.

— Thugng dé€ da cho anh song dau khd va chét
hanh phuc.

— Trong uGc mo.

- Trong uGc mo.

— Véay anh u6c mo 1a vua.
— Chi Mai!

- Gi?
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— Tai sao cdi chét cua anh trinh trong thé?

— D€ dé ban xuong. Ngudi ta git thé bai cta
anh. Inox trén doi hay dudi huyét md van khong
ri.

Nang lén dan khiu Colt. Chang 6n minh.
Xuong séng chang co ho vun gay.

— Em nhin dong ho, ding mudi phut em ban
v so anh.

Nang budc gan chang, ké hong sting sat ot
chang. James Fisher rung roi.

— Em khong cho anh chét that nhu lan tap
chét?

— Khong.
— Tai sao?

— Vi n6 mat hét tinh chat hoang dudng.
Ngudi My thuc t€ ma, James.
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James Fisher nhin xuong day huyét. Hom
qua chang da nam dudi d6. Hom qua chang da
tap chét. Va chang muon tép chét vai lan trudc
khi chét that nhu chét gid. Chang sé rén ri trong
hoan lac va nang sé ban v6 6c chang gitia con
hoan lac, trudc han dinh chét. Va dé méi 1a chét
trong udc mo. Day huyét chang sap bi ddy xudng,
vui dat kin mit, céd hang ti con roi bo vao mii
chang, vao tai chang, vao mat chang. James lom
giong. Chang buon 6i.

— James, & doi, it khi ngudi ta dat n6i mo udc,
phai khong?

— Phai.

— Ngoai udc mo chét that nhu chét gia, anh
khong con udc mo nao khac a?

— Uéc ma trudce khi chét?
— Chti sao!

— Hét, thuc su hét.
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— Ngudi My nghéo uéc mo qud. Anh dang

chi con uéc mo lam tinh v6i em dudi day huyét
lan chét roi chét, dung khong?

- Dung.

— Anh khong ddm uéc mo vé My viét tiéu
thuyét va ké co tich dia nguc?

— Lam sao mo udéc chuyén do?

— Vay thi James, anh khong xting dang chét
ém ai. Em sé dung cudéc b6 v& dau anh. Anh sé
day dua, sé rén la hang chuc phut r6i méi chét.

— Em tan bao vay u?

— Phai.

— Em quén rang em da hta véi anh?

— Quén roi, James.

James Fisher hoan toan tuyét vong. Chang

dgi noi chét nghiét nga. Hinh tudng ludi cudc bo
xuong dau minh, chang x6n tiéu ra quan.
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— Ngudi My chan that, anh sg chét, ha?

James gat dau lia lia:

— Phai, anh sg¢ chét, anh sg chét.

— Thugng dé ctia anh khong ctiu néi anh?
— Phai.

— Néu nguoi nao ctiu ndi anh, ngudi ay co

hon Thugng dé khong?
James quiu lu6i, dap buia:
— Hon.
Nang cudi ranh manh ma James khong thay.
— Bay gio anh mdi chén that, James a!
Nang tiép:

— Thugng dé€ ctia anh day, ngudi chan that c6
phan thudng sau khi chét, ha?
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— Phai.

— Em cho anh phan thudng trudc khi chét.
— Cudc bo v6 s, day dua, dau dén?...

— Sting ban nat dc.

— Anh khong mudén nghe gi thém.

- Vay uéc mo.

James Fisher nan ni:

— Em ban anh le di! Ban anh di! Anh van em,
ban anh di!

Chi Mai than nhién:
— Can kéo dai ndi sg chét ctia anh, James a!
— Ich chi?

— D€anh hét tin Thugng dé ma tin con nguai,
chi tin con nguoi.
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James nham mat. Chang khong muén nhin
xuong day huyét nita. Chang cting khong muon
nghe Chi Mai néi niia.

— James.

— Anh tinh kh4u u?

— Em sé chon song anh nhé?

— Em d€ dau anh nho 1én, cit tai anh, cit mai
anh, choc mat anh...

James Fisher hoang hét:

- Puing dting, ban anh v& so, em yéu dau!
— A, anh sg chét tham, anh da tra 15i.

— Ban anh v& so, ban anh ngay di, Chi Mai!
— Do la phan thudng trudce khi chét?

— Phai.

— Cua em hay ctia Thugng dé?
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— Cta em.

Nang lui lai cho d€ ba 16 va tai nudc. James
khong hi€u chuyén gi sap xay ra. Chi Mai deo
ba 16 va mang tui nudc. Nang xach cdi ba 16 thu
hai va tai nudc tht hai dén miéng huyét. James
da nham chat mat. Nudc ti€u xén ué6t siing diing
quan chang. Chi Mai béo James dang thing tay
ra. Nang deo ba 16 va mang ti nudc gium chang.
James da lac hon. Chang dé mdc nang muon lam
gi thi lam. Dau gbi chang lan sau 6 miéng huyét.
Nang mé khoa xich chan chang.

— James, luc sap chét, anh quén tinh yéu a?

— Anh van nhé.

— That khong?

— That.

— Anh khong cau nguyén tinh yéu. Cau

nguyén di, tinh yéu sé cho anh sy song khac véi
su sdng ctia Thuong dé.
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James Fisher quay phat lai. Nu cu6i ctia Chi
Mai khién hon chang tré vé. James dung lén.
Chang 6m chat Chi Mai, hon nang.

— Cdm on em.
Nang cam tay chang:
— Em dua anh vé My.

James nham mat mot lat. Cam xdc cudn cudn
trong tam hon chang. Cam xuc dao dat trong trai
tim chang. James budt miéng:

— Anh da hiéu.

James Fisher da hiéu Chi Mai bat chang chat
cdy, cuoc dat, tap chay d€ chang lay lai stic khoe
ma tron trai.

— Chi Mai!
— Em nghe.

— Tai sao chua hét hai tuan?
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— Vi minh khong biét n6i ngay mai. S¢ rang
ngay mai sé mudn nén minh can voéi va. Sg rang
ngay mai bién d6i nén minh can hoi ha. Thé do...

Chang theo nang t6i chd d€ dung culao dong.
Nang dua chang khau Colt, bédo chang lugm dao
quam.

— Anh sé ma6 16i tron ma khong bi sung tay.

James sung sudéng. Chang vua thoat chét.
Chang sap thiy nudc My.

— James!
- Gi em?
— Anh thu tiéu hai con choé san ti gium em.

James Fisher dung dao chém v& dau hai con
cho. Chang va nang theo 16i mon di sau vao riing.
Chi Mai lam cuc phiéu luu méi. Nang thuc su
dam nat gido diéu ctia chti nghia ngoai anh sang.
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Nang vat lai dang sau tit ca. Khu rting con tréng,
hai ngudi budc that nhanh. Nang rat viing tam vi
nang da nghién ctfu ban do vung nay. Nang dem
theo tam ban do cta ga giam thi véi dia ban va
ong nhom. Hai chiéc ba 16 day da luong kho, bt
Itia, thuoc 13, rugu, duong, nudc mam, den bam,
vong ni long va cac thi thudc cam sot lat vat...
Chang va nang cam cui di, ké trudc nguoi sau,
khong dam diing budc. Phai t6i mit, muon phat
hién, giam thi mé&i phat hién ndi. Thi chang va
nang da biét tich.

— James, anh khong méi chan chui?
— Khong.
— Vay di nhanh hon.

Khi bong t6i pht kin khu rting, Chi Mai
roi den bam nhéan duong tling doan ngan. Moi
doan mot 1an roi den, ti€t kiém pin. Chang bam
sat nang. Ho loi dung co hoéi, budc miét. Gidm
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thi sé khong tin nang chon 16i nay. Ga sé tudng
nang vao riing may hay rung qué. James cam
thdy minh khoe khoan la thuong. Chang khong
ddi, khong khat. Chang da c6 Chi Mai, chang sap
cd nudc My. Qua that, James da di gan té6i dich
dudong hep. Chi Mai 1a sy song ctua chang. Chi
Mai dan chang dén sy song mau nhiém.

Chi Mai coi dong ho. Nang khong thé tinh
dugc nhiing cay s6 riing ma chi tinh gi di riing.
Nhu James, nang cam giac phan khdai trong chay
tron. Co cai gi thoi thuc chan nang.

— James.

— Chi Mai.

— Anh muon nghi chua?
— Di hét dém nay.

Hai ngudi tiép tuc dap 1én 1a muc ma di. Ring
vang lang. Khong mét d4u hiéu nao chiing té hai
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nguoi tinh bi san dudi. Ho can téi khu riing ram
rap hon, dé 4n nép khi bi phat hién. Tréi mu mit.
Thiéu nhiing vi sao lung linh xuyén qua nhiing
miéng riing trong. Chi Mai bang long thé. Nang
s¢ anh sdng ban dém ti€t 10 bong dang ctia chang
va nang. Qua ntia dém, ho dung chéan nua tiéng.
Roi lai di...
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Kgi nghe tiéng ga ring eo Oc gay, hai
gudi ré tay phai. Nang nhin dong ho.
bi chting mudi lam phut, ho ré trai va tim cho
nghi ngoi. Ba 16 dugc g& khoi vai dé dudi goc cay
lam goi goi dau.

— James, mo6i ngudi thay phién nhau ngt hai
tiéng. Anh ngt trudc nhé?

— Em ngu trudc.
— Vay anh canh giac ngt cho em.
— Okay.

— Anh d6i khong?
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— Khong.

— Doi thi lay luong kho em dé trong ba 16 cua
anh ma dn. Lanh thi nham nhap chat rugu. Cim
hat thuoc. Cadm ban 4u.

Nang ndm nghiéng, ma up xudng ba 16, ngu
ngon lanh. James duya lung vao than cay, dudi
chan thodi mai. Chang nghe chim rling véo von
hoét. James da thuc su vé doi, cudc doi bao la, bat
ngat. Chang vuon rong tay, mudn ém ghi thién
nhién giai bay tim su. James khong thé tudng
tugng c6 hom nay, chang ngoéi gitia riing canh
gidc ngu cho ngudi yéu va tim vé qué huong.
Dong song Rio Grande lai hién ra véi thoi tho
au ruc r& cta chang. James sap hanh ngo tran
gian sau cudc phiéu luu oan khé dudi long dia
nguc. C§ tich nuéc My chang c6 chuyén ndo
giong chuyén ctia chang, c6 tich thé gidi cling
vay. James Fisher 1a c6 tich. Néu nhat nhat tai tu,
thién thu tai ngoai thi gitia chang va nhan loai da
ngot ta triéu nam xa cach. James Fisher giang ho
lau quad. Chang rat ty hao hai mot bong hoa né
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trén da dia nguc tdng cdi thé. Chang muon trung
bay doa hoa nay ¢ bao tang vién ctia loai nguoi.

James say sua udng tling am diéu cua rliing
gia. Chang khong doi, khong khat, khong lanh.
James ngam Chi Mai, déa hoa né trén da dia
nguc cua chang. Em sé thdy nuéc My cta anh,
sé thuong nudc My ctia anh, sé yéu nudc My cta
anh, em yéu dau. Tiéng dong trudc mat khién
James giat minh. Chang ngo6 chu thd rung dap
trén 14 kho. Cha thé ngo ngac nhin chang. Chu
khong chay, khong dam budc thém. James chot
nhd tré choi Daniel Boone, Davy Crockett ctaa
chang & rting qué nha, thud nhd. James thich bay
tho. Chang dua tay vay vay. Chu thd nhat cong
duoi bién mat. James nghe ti€éng lao xao. Chang
thay cudc hanh quén cta hang ti con moi to bang
dau ngon tay at, nhiing doi cang gém ghiéc tiéu
diét la kho. Nang da lot qua nhiing miéng troi
chiéu xuong. Thoi gian di nhanh.

Chang dé Chi Mai nga thém, khong danh
thiic nang ddy. Chling mau la rting thay doi, nang
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da 1én cao, James mdi xich gan nang, cui hon téc
nang. Chi Mai thuic gidc. Nang dui mat, ngdi day:

— Dén phién anh ngt.
Chang noi:

— Em ngu gium anh roi.
Nang hét hai:

— Véay minh di thoi.

James dé nghi an chut gi 16t da. Nang luc ba
16 phét cho chang mdt thanh luong kh6 Trung
quoc. boéi tinh nhan an uéng xong la deo bald 1én
vai nham phia trudc ma di. Rung trung diép an
ngl tam nhin. Chi Mai bat ddu moi chan, khong
budc nhanh ndi. Hai nguoi da 1an vao rting ram.
Va James da phai di truéc phat bui khai quang.

— Anh con sg chét khong?

— C6 em, anh khong sg chét niia.
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— T6c do cuia minh sé cham day, anh a!

— Ba ndm sau vé t6i My van sém.
— Anh diing dung hét stic nhé!

— Em yén tam. Anh khong s¢ chét nhung anh
thém song.

Nho con dao quam va hy vong hting huc ctia
James, nhiing ddm bui gai da dugc khai quang
dé dang. X¢€ trua, ho dung chan. Chang va nang
ndm sat bén nhau nhin trdi xuyén qua ké hé cta
cay la.

— Anh c¢6 thé hut thudc.
James moc goi Tam Dao.
— Thudc den a?

— Di tron khong nén hut thuéc thom. Huong
vi thudc la thom sé quyén ri bon truy na minh.
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James bat Itia cham thudc. Chi Mai cam diéu
thudc cho James hit tting hoi.

Nang gac chan lén dui chang.
— Em linh cdm minh sé binh yén.
— Binh yén chu.

— Chién tranh da cham dut, minh khong sg
gdp du kich bat ngd. Lao va Viét Nam da ky mot
hiép udc giao thong, thuong mai. Ngudi Viét
sang Lao khong can thong hanh. Chung ta hy
vong sé thoat ludi cong an bién phong. James a,
trai dat bé nho roi, qua song Mekong la da thay
nudc My. Nhung con tuy thudc vao sy may man.
Anh nén cau nguyén Thuogng dé.

— Em da la Thugng dé.
— James, em thuc long ma.
— Thi anh sé cau nguyén.

— Cau nguyén tling ngay.
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— Anh dau khé nhiéu, cha lé thi€u may man
hoéi huong?

Chi Mai d4p mau thudc. Nang trudn minh,
nam trén James, hon moi chang. James 6m khit
Chi Mai. Nu hon dai dam mé, nu hon tan co tich.

— Chi Mai.
— James.

— Tu giay phut nay em da la vg anh la ba
James Fisher, 1a Chi Mai Fisher.

— Con?

— Chang con gi ca. Anh da xa nu6c My ngét
ba triéu nam.

James lai ghi nang, udng huong tinh trén doi
moi mong chin ctia nang. Ho ngdi day. Chi Mai
16i tdm ban do ra, chi dan James. Nang an dau
ngdn tay xudéng mot diém:

— Sé dén dong sudi nay.
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Nang mang cdi 6ng nhom qua dau chang va
xem dia ban. Kim chi huéng Tay. Ho da di dung
16i. Gap ban do bod vao ba 16 cung dia ban, hai
ngudi deo ba 16 va lén dudng. Gédp bui can khai
quang, James phat that le. Chang nhu dua con
nit theo me, lam theo 16i me. James 16n 1én, nuéc
My da budc dai vao ky nguyén ma thién nhién
da bi khoa hoc ky thuat x6a bé moi huyén bi.
Ngudi ta khong s¢ ruing, sg nui, s¢ sa mac niia.
Ky ni¢m hai hung chi con tim thay ¢ phim anh.
Ngudi da do cling da l4i xe jeep, xe Honda xuyén
rung. Tryc thdng bay lugn trén sa mac hoang vu.
Nhiing chién ma cua anh huing Vién Tay da nga
que gitia xa 10. Do do, sang Viét Nam, lam vao
canh khon cung, James Fisher bién thanh chu
Méo khd khao. Thugng dé dai ngd James, cho
James gdp g& Chi Mai. Nang lo liéu chu tat cho
chang, vi chang. James viing tinh than dao tdu
nhd Chi Mai.

Cu hai tiéng, chang va nang nghi mudi phut
da cap chut luong kho, nhap vai ngum nuéc va
chang hut mot diéu thudc. Nang méc dat chon
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tan thudc, mau thudc, va rac day la 1én phi tang
tich. Chap t6i, ho dén khu rling ntia dm muc,
nhiéu vat va muoi. James Fisher bu6n ngu. Nang
mac vong gitia hai cdy nho cho chang nam. Nang
ding, cam cai ban do quat xua dudi mudi cho
James ngon gidc va tranh sot rét riing. Susan Mc-
Careen, chic chan, khong yéu James Fisher bang
Chi Mai. Tinh yéu chi thanh hoa va tha thiét vao
nhiing luc cung kho. Nang quén nang budn ngt
nhiu mat, dua vong va quat va canh chiling mang
song cua chang. James ngh vii mé man. Khi
chang thic giac, chang ving day lam cong viéc
cua nang. Chi Mai ngut, James dua vong, quat
muoi va canh chting mang song ctia nang. Diing
quat, James thuong Chi Mai v6 cung. Chang
ngudc 1én nhin miéng tréi cao vut co tim mot vi
sao lung linh d€ tudng tugng Thugng dé soi sang
tinh yéu ctia chang va nang.

James ddnh thic nang vao luc ga gdy. Nang
hon chang. Dgi chang hat xong diéu thuoc, nang
noi:
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— Em mang theo mot chai thudc bé. Chi can
uéng mot ly nho, stc khoe tdng lén, chong doi,
chong lanh va trii tram bénh.

Chang hoi:
— Than dugc a?
Nang khoi hai:

— Phi hanh gia Pham Tuan ctia nudc em bay
vao vii tru nho thudc nay. Hoi khé uéng mot ti.

Nang 16i chai nuéc mam va cai ly nho, mé
nut rét lung ly. Nang udng tng vc. Dén lugt
James, chang nhdn nho, uéng mai mdi hét. Nang
d6 nudc 1a trudt cai ly roi géi vao tai ny long nho,
cat di. James hut thém diéu thuoc. Chang bong
thdy khoi thudc ngot ngao. Nudc mam tuyét
diéu. Ngudi James am 4p.

Chang chdng thiét nhim nha luong kho.
Nang phat cho chang hai tdn dudng, dan chang
ngam trén duong di.



Mot tu binh My 6 Viét Nam | 415

— James, linh Viét Nam vugt Trudng Son

danh thang My khé s& gip tram lan chung ta
tron trai.

Ho lai di. Ngay di dém nghi. Néu James tron
mot minh, chang sé chét doi. Vi, 6 nhiing canh
rung chang da qua khong cé cay dn trdi va muong
thu. Hoa hodn méi gdp con thd, con chon. Dén
trua, hai ngudi dung riing may. Ho phai lom
khom chui qua nhiing cdi hang méay nhu hang to
vO. Nhiing doan hét 16i, James phat quang. Chdt
may khong dé nhu chit tre, chat g6. May mém,
déo va day gai sac. Gai may xudc vao tay buot vo
ké. Nhu thé c6 tdm thu6c ddc. Chi Mai bao James
chdt mot khic canh cay 16n, ké duéi nhiing soi
may ma chém thi mdéi dut. Tay James xudc xac
madu. Phat quang 16i rling may mat nhiéu thoi
gian. Ho danh ngt dém & rting méy. Khong thé
mac vong, chang va nang phai don sach gai trén
khoang dat nho ma nam.

James Fisher ngu trudc. Chi Mai ngoi quat
muoi. Nang khéng muon niém tin héi huong cta
chang bi gai may dam chay mdu. Nang da dau
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diém chang ndi lo ngai cta nang. James khong
hiéu chang va nang dang du bay theo dinh ménh
khong lu6i dd. Nang theo cudc choi chang hiia
hen té6i dich. Nang da chong mot chti nghia, mot
béang, mot Nha Nudc day quyén luc. Chi Mai biét
s€ c6 cudc hanh quan truy na nang, sé cd truc
thang bay lugn trén dau nang. Gia tri d&i song
ctua nang ké tii giay phat dua James Fisher tron
trai da khong dang so sanh v6i b xuong cia mot
tu binh My. Ngtioi ta san bat James Fisher. Nguoi
ta ha guc James Fisher, 10t da, 16c thit chang vat
cho diéu qua dn, chi can by xuong cta chang
danh déi thud hang hdéa nao dé cta cht nghia tu
ban, ctia dé quoc My xam lugc. Nang khé ma
thodt ludi cht nghia cdng san. Cé lan, Chi Mai
da thanh khin néi vé6i James Fisher: «T6i muon
giup anh, muon anh vé My sém, song t6i nhd bé,
khong quyét dinh ndi. Toi rat tiéc, James al»

Lan dy, long trac 4n clia con nguoi mdi chilay
dong bong t6i y thic hé phu kin luong tri nang.
ROi bong t6i bi khai quang. Tinh yéu da mac khai
nang. Tinh yéu ctia con ngudi va con ngudi. Chi
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Mai tinh nguyén lam cach mang dé€ giai phong
nang ra khdi nhiing diéu kién trdi budc tam hon
nang. Nang da thay can thiét ty do quyét dinh
lay than phan nang. Va nang chién dau. La con
nguoi, dau nho bé, dau don doc, van khong thé
cui dau. Nang da dam nat gido diéu cua chti nghia
ngoai anh sang. Chi Mai thuc su tuyén chién véi
chti nghia. D€ dugc lam ngudi sudt doi chan that.
Nhu James Fisher. Nang da don san hinh phat ma
chti nghia ctia nang sé triing tri nang. Bat chap,
mot phut séng, mot phut yéu la mot phut chién
dau bdo vé cudc sdng va cudc tinh.

James Fisher cua quay r6i m& mat. Chang vut
ngoi day:

— Dén phién em ngt, Chi Mai.

Nang noi:

— Anh dd mét médi hon em, anh can ngu thém.
Chang kéo nang nam goi dau 1én ba 1o:

— Em ngu di!
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James Fisher cham diéu thuoc. Chang viia
quat cho nang, viia hut thuéc. Rliing may im vang
la thudng. Chang mudng thu nao chon dit chét
nay ma cu ngu. Ngay ca ran doc cling s¢ hai gai
may. Riing may, v6i tu nhan tron trai, vi nhu mot
bién gi6i hiém ngheo. Sang dugc bén kia riing la
thodt. James tin chac chang sé thoat, sé vé nudc
My binh yén. James quén méit rang phuong tién
san bat ti binh My trén trai ctia cong san khong
don gian co ho James nghi. Chang dau hiéu gi
cong san. Dan tdc chang cling vay. Hodc ngudi
ta tudng cong san la moi da dd, hodc ngudi ta
tudng cong san la su linh thiéng bat kha xam
pham. Ngudi My da ngt vui trén nhiing vinh
quang thang trin, con ngu vui trén ca nhiing ndo
né thua tran. K€ ra ngusi My vo tu that! Nguoi
My James Fisher da c6 doi chut uu tu. Uu tu caa
chang lai chi cudn xody Chi Mai. Nang thtia thai
tuong lai. Nang hoc gidi. Nang thong minh. Nang
dep. Nang da vat bo tat ca dé yéu James va dua
James vé MY. James Fisher chi vu tu chting do.

Chang ngtia mdt nhin l1én. Khong thay gi ca.
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May dan kin mit che lap bau tr6i. James Fish-
er va Chi Mai gidong hét cdp vg chong to vo &
trong hang. Chang vtia hiéu troi dat huyén diéu
vO cung va tinh yéu vo cung nhu troi dat.

— Anh mo mong chi thé, James?

Nang da thuc giac. James ngé lung canh nang.

— Mot cudc doi & M.

- V6i em?

— V6i em, di nhién. Chung ta sé cd nhiéu con.

— May dua?

— Nam.

— Anh tham lam qua day.

— Pta con dau long ctia chung ta mang tén
VietNam Fisher.

Nang nghiéng minh. Chang nghiéng minh.
Hai khud6n mat khit nhau.



420 | Duyén Anh

— Cti mo mong di, James! Mo mdng rut ngan
dudng vé My ctia anh. Mo mong khién anh quén
so hai.

Chang vong mot tay 1én lung nang, kéo nang
sat chang:

— Chi Mai.

- Ha?

— T giay phut nao em yéu anh?

~ O thiing phuy anh chui ra.

— Tt gidy phut nao em quyét dinh cttu anh.

— O Ha Noi, lanh dao ctia em ra 1énh em dich
than ban chét anh.

— Em da bat anh dém tling ngay chét.
— D€ nam bén anh.

James hon nang say dam. Chang vudt ve
nang.
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— Em a, ngay mai dé ngay mai lo. Anh hét s¢g
hai roi.

Chi Mai bop manh vai James Fisher:

— Ngay mai d€ ngay mai lo. Dong y, James.
Nhung moi phat khi anh thic, dting quén rang,
nguoi cong san khong bao gid chiu mat nhiing gi
ho da chiém dugc va nam chat trong tay.

Ga rling da bat dau gay. Chim chéc hot vang
liu lo. Trong hang miy van toi tam. Mat troi
chua moc. Hai ngudi dan uong 16t da roi chuin
bi chdt may mé& 16i ra. James Fisher kién nhan
chdt tiing sgi may. Vi thi€u gang da, James phai
quén tay bang vai dé€ rut nhiing s¢gi may 16n, gai
dai, nhon hoat, chang chit. Chi Mai gitp chang,
lugm nhiing sgi may da chat, vat lai phia sau. Tu
nhan cua trai Ly Ba So dao tu thuong bi chét
trong rting may vi can thuc phdm va nudc udng.
Néu trén mot minh, khong thé mé 16i thi cling
chét doi, chét khat hoac bi bat. Khi vao rting may;,
biét cach bit 16i lai, ké truy na sé kho long dodn
ndi nguoi dao tau di v bang 16i nao. Chi Mai va
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James Fisher da bit kin 16i vao. Chi can sang bén
kia riing may la ho thoat sy san dudi cta trai tu,
nhing cudc san dudi khac, Chi Mai chua dam
nghi tGi. Co thé, ngudi ta sé san dudi James Fi-
sher quyét liét hon.

Moi 1an bi gai may dam 1a mdt lan nhiic nhoi
thau xuong, nhung James Fisher nghién rang
chiu dau. Chang vtia chdt may viia thd hon vé
nuéc My, cam gidc dau nhtc b6t dan. Mot cai
kim dai cat gidy kém gai, mét doi gang da la
James chép rting médy. Khon noi, day la lanh tho
Viét Nam, James la tu binh trén trai thuc su. Moi
dé dang chi thiy & phim anh. Pao dién da dan
canh sdn v6i nhiing dung cu dé€ san. James bong
mo udc thuc hién mot cudn phim vé nha ti cong
san Viét Nam. Chang tin rang khong mot dao
dién tai ba nao thuc hién ding nha tu cong san
va nhting hinh phat cia né bang chang.

— Chi Mai.

— Lai mo mong ha, James?
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— Néu linh My gian kh6 nhu anh thi ¢6 thua
tran ¢ Viét Nam khong?

— Van thua.
— Tai sao?

— Vilinh My khong biét cai thu gian kho. Ho
nam riing dém tling gic dgi truc thing dén boc
ho nghi phép.

Nang ndi tiép:

— Nhung linh My dau c6 thua. Cht nghia tu
ban thua tran & Viét Nam. Nha giau cé lan thua
nha nghéo. Dan tdc em dau cé thang. Cht nghia
cong san thang. Linh My chét. Dan toc em chét
theo. Cudi cung, James Fisher thang. Thé chua
du sao, cOn am tc thua tran?

Chang ngugng ngung:
— Xin 16i em.

Va chang cam cui chdt miy mé 16i. Cud hai
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tiéng dong ho, ho nghi mudi lam phut nham nha
chut Iuong kho, uéng chut nudc. Mit trdi lén cao,
nang khoéng xuyén qua néi nhiing 16p may day
ddc nhung ciing tao dugc anh sang du hai ngusi
nhin ré nhau. Ho ngti thém mot dém trong hang
to vo. Chua c6 dau hiéu nao ching té ho bi sdn
duoi. James Fisher rat lac quan. Chang ngdi dudi
mudi cho nang ngt. Tudng tugng ngay mai ra
khdi riing may, t6i mot dong su6i dam minh, tay
chang sé hét dau nhtic. Nhd thay phién nhau ngu
va dudi muoi cho nhau, khong ai bi sét rét riing.
Ho trai qua thém mot ngay vat va. Xé trua hom
sau, hai ngudi da nhin r6 anh nang mat troi. Ho
chui ra khoi riing may. Hai ngudi go ba 16, 6m
nhau lan 1on trén cd miing ré. Roi ho lap kin 16i.
James Fisher sung suéng:

— Minh da thoat.
Nang khé lac dau:
— Da thoat chua phai la da dén.

V0 vai James, nang nho nhe:
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— Hay tiét kiém niém vui, James yéu dau.

Hai ngudi nam phoi nang. Ho dn udng va
chd nglh mot dém bén day rliing may. James phi
phéo diéu thuoc. Nang vat tay 1én tran.

— Em nghi gi thé?
— Su phan n¢ ctia chu nghia ctia em.
— Quén no di.

— Vang, em sé quén khi chung ta dung bén
bd song Rio Grande.

Ho dugc ngt thodi mai, mdi ngudi mdt phién
dai. Sdng sau, ho 1én dudng dung luc ga rling te
te. Chi Mai chat hai sgi may 16n, tudc sach vo gai.
Nang dua chang mot sgi.

- bé&lam gi, em?

— Xua ran quanh minh va dép ran, ran gay
lung ngay. Kinh nghiém nha ngheo, James a!
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— Kinh nghiém dang gia.

Cudi cung, ho da dén dong sudi vé trén ban

do.
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]D ong nudc ri rao qua nhiing ké da chan
J ngang con suoi roi ling 16 troi dudi nang
hé. Nudc lam mit d4 phang li hay thién nhién
da tdng con su6i mot phién da lang bong. Nudc
ti ké da phia trén tung 1én phién da nhiing sgi
trang ngin, dep mat. Tiéng sudi reo cao ho tiéng
dan thu tram dang khuc ca song ho. James mudn
nhao xuoéng boi 16i. Chi Mai khong cho. Nang
muodn thdm do tinh hinh. Nang chua r6 bén kia
bd sudi c¢d cam bay nao. Khu rling trong vang
khién e ngai. Nang sg nhiing khu riing mét troi
d6 day nang. Chi Mai bao James 10i sang quan
sat. Chang bang su6i di xa thém. Khong thay dau
hiéu nao ching to da in budc chan ngudi noi day.
James trd lai.



428 | Duyén Anh

Doi tinh nhin nam sat nhau nghe nhac su6i.
Chang ludn tay cho nang goi dau. Ho déu da mét
moi. Hai ban tay James con rudm mau gai may.
Nang cam tay chang li€ém nhting vét mau. Chang
v0i xoay ngudi hon moi nang.

— Sudi nay nhiéu c4, James a!
— Anh sé bat.

— Duing ba hoa, cong tii Méo! Cac anh chi
gioi giang trong phim Western. Ké€ em nghe, anh
sé bat ca cach nao?

— Minh vét nhon khtic cay, rinh ca phéng né.

— Nhu cao bdi Vién Tay.

— Phai.

— Cho nay thiéu dao dién va thiéu ca can vao
cay san cho anh nhac lén. James, em sé day anh

cach bat ca. Anh ldy dao dao sau dudi 16p 1a muc
kiém gitm em vai con giun dat.

- Lam gi?
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— Moi cau. Em dem theo lugi va day cau.

James dao dat tim giun. Pa dung dusi ham
chudt ran, éch nhai, James hét 6n con trung.
Chang tém nhiing con giun dua cho nang. Chi
Mai bé giun vo cdi tai ni l1ong dung 1udi cau va
gidy cau. Nang tum chat.

— Tam gidt xong, sé cdu ca nudng an.

Nang thdo day lung deo sung dan, dao gam
treo 1én canh cdy. James lam theo. Nang céi giay
vathodty. James Fisher ngay ngudi chiém ngudng
than hinh tuyét di¢u ctia nang. Ttng lam tinh véi
nang nhiéu lan, hdm nay James méi dugc nhin
hinh hai nguyén ven ctia nang ngoai anh sang.
Chang da cd6i tung quan do. James bi thoi mién
bdi da thit ndn na ctia nang. Cap dui thon nho,
dep hon ca dui Angie Dickinson thud son tré.
Oi, lung nang, lung ong, bién gidi ctia hai mién
hoan lac. Bung nang co hd dat to min. Hai trdi
dao tién cdng nhiing an tinh, phon phét hong
trén doi nim. Va doa hoa yéu, déa hoa e 4p trong
rung than thoai. Adam Fisher quy 1€t t6i. Chang
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quén hét mét madi. Cac thé thit chang ntt ran.
Chang 6m Eve Chi Mai, 4p mat vao bung nang.

— James, em thém tam.

Chang dung day, bong nang, choai xudng
sudi. Con sudi khong sau, chi ngap qua dau goi.
Hai ngudi ngup lan. Nudc sudi nhu nudc than
cuia cO tich lam doi tinh nhén tinh tdo, mat rugi.
Adam diu Eve 1én phién da gitia sudi. Eve nam
ngua trén phién da tién. Hai tay nang sodi rong.
Hai chan nang dang ra. Nang nhay mua & vuon
dao, & riing than thoai, 6 bién gidi hai mién hoan
lac. Nuéc tii ké da tung bui trang 1én nang. Adam
ndam trén bung Eve. T6i 16i cua loai ngudi bat dau
tt d6i moi. Chang can moi nang. Chang gam lu6i
nang. Chang nuét nhiing giong mat ngot thu
nhat. Nugc hat day mat Eve. Chang udng thém
nudéc sudi Dao Nguyén. Adam 1éng tay. Nguc
chang luét xuong. Chang thudng thic trai dao
ta, chang thuong thic trdi dao httu. Nhac sudi
thanh thot reo.
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Chang lu6t xuong chut niia, xudéng chut
nta... Hoa am cta sudi quan quyén, dan thanh
mang ludi ky o loc nang vang. Eve va Adam
dudi mang ludi nudc, trong mo ho bui nude. Co
chting, nhiing giot nhac ngoc tuyén roi trén phim
dan da thit Adam va Eve. Téc nang ngdm sudi.
Sudi ché téc nang, tinh tu véi tdc nang, ri rao,
xao xuyén. Adam dang nudt nhiing giong mat
ngot thd hai. Nhu con gau doi véi dugc té ong
mat, Adam uong tng uc. Chang lugn luéi don
déap trén viing mat doi. Va chang trudn lén. Nhu
cai kim ctia con ong da tinh, chang cam phép no6i
khao khat gitia tim hoa. Thém mdt am diéu tan
vao hoa am thién nhién. Tréi dat va ngudi cung
hoan lac. Sudéi mo bén rting hoang vang. Giong
nudc troi ling 16 ngoai nang. Sudi réc rach & khe
da. Sudi rdéc rach & khe ngudi. Trén phién da ng-
hin nam mot thud, ngudi My da tim thay thién
dudng dich thuc sau cudc phiéu luu dai ngét ba
triéu nam dia nguc dich thuc.

James Fisher da nam canh Chi Mai. Chang
dém tay cho nang goi dau. Do6i tinh nhan mo
mang ngam bui nudc.
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— James.

— Em yéu dau.

— Van hoc My khong c6 huyén thoai Thién
thai. Thién thai va Thién dudng khac nhau, James
a! Cu sudt doi lam ngudi chan that sé dugc lén
Thién duong gip chu Thanh g6 da va tinh yéu

rong réu.

- Co le.

— Con Thién thai, ca triéu nam mdi c6 lan
ti€ép don ngudi tran. Nudc em cd hai 6ng Luu

Than, Nguyén Triéu 1én Thién thai. Ho da yéu
tién n nhu anh yéu em.

— Anh da nhap Thién thai.
— Phai.

— Anh da nhap Thién thai sau ngét ba triéu
nam dudi dia nguc.

— James, anh la ngudi My duy nhat biét dinh
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nghia hanh phic. Anh sé la nhan vat c6 tich
nghin nam sau.

— Nudéc My khong c6 dong sudi nay. Thé gisi
khong c6 dong sudi nay. Va phién da nay, em yéu
dau, tu ban va cong san déu bat luc dan dat loai
nguoi tim dén. Nhung ngudi Viét Nam da dan
dat nguoi My dén. Con ngucdi da dan dat con
nguoi. Khi con ngudi hét mé mudi, loai nguoi sé
dua nhau t6i c6i hanh phuc.

- D6 la mo mong. Bay gio thuc té, James...
— Quén thuc té di, em yéu dau.
— Anh sé ddi, sé€ hét mo mong.

Hai nguoi roi phién da. Ho leo 1én bs. Adam
gom quan do cua chang va ctia Eve dem gidt. Eve
tha dai xuéng khuic sudi ém cau ca. Adam vat
quan ao kiét nudc. Chang phoi trén b c6 nang.
Va boi gan chd Eve. Nang mdéc moi giun, budc
gidy cau vao nhiing ngoén tay. Nang budng moi.
Adam dung chd Eve sai bao.
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— Em hoc cach bat ca & dau, Chi Mai?

- O muu sinh cta linh nuéc em. Ho bing
rung, vugt Trudng Son, thudng xuyén bi phi co
My oanh kich that lac. Linh nuéc em la ndng
dan nén ho nhiéu tai vat. Mudng thu bi bom My
lam hoang sg¢ tron hét. Ho sg biét kich My khong
dam ban huou nai. Danh danh bay tho so va ciu
cd. Moi ngudi linh déu c6 1udi cau dem vao chién
truong.

Nang giat nhe. Va16i lén cht cd trang to hon
ban tay. Adam g6 gidy cau khoi ngon tay nang,
cam chu ca day tuyét vong.

— Ngudi My thua trdn vi khong lugng noi stic
chiu dung ctia ngudi Viét Nam.

Nang lai giat thém chii cd nia.

— Nhan loai chi c6 mét Viét Nam chién thang
Mong Co. DBling dong dén dan tdc Viét Nam. Cac
tht cht nghia tim ch6 khac ma tranh hung, dé
dan toc Viét Nam binh yén véi sy ngheo nan cua
no.
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Adam tiép:

— Va tinh yéu cao quy cua no.

Eve cdu dugc bon con ca. ba du, nang va
Adam ngugc dong suéi men vé ché dé hanh trang.
Eve chdt mdy canh cay nhd, vét nhon. Adam di
lugm cui kho. Eve gat 1a muc dé trong khoang dat
nho. Nang nhom lta bang tdi ni 16ng. Cai chay
dé dang. Nang xuyén canh ciy qua miéng ca. Dgi
cui bién thanh than hong, Eve va Adam nudng
cd. Mui cd nudéng thom lling. Adam them nhd
rai. Moi nguoi nuéng mot con. Eve xdm mii dao
gam sau xuong minh ca. Mdi vét xam, nang rudi
vai giot nudc mam. Adam lam theo. Hai nguoi
trd mat ca tu ti. Ca chin vang rat déu, rat dep.
Eve va Adam, tay cam cay xuyén c4, tay g& cd dan
ngon lanh. Adam chat cui vao bép. Ngon lua bap
bung.

— Khoéng c6 rugu vang trang, anh uéng tam

whisky nhé!

Adam noéc ting ngum rugu manh. Chang
thay y nghia cua sy song ¢ day. Nang va chang
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nuéng cdp ca chét. Bon con ca da 1la mot bia
dn no né. Nang cao hing tu mdt hép rugu. Hai
nguoi liéng cay nuéng ca va xuong ca xuong suoi.
ROi cuing xudng suoi rua tay. Adam kéo Eve chim
nghim gita dong. Chang bong nang téi phién da.
Va tiéng sudi reo véi tiéng hai ngudi rén ri. Cudc
tinh kéo dai dén khi nang tat. Ho 1én bo, gom
quan 4o hong trén than do. Bong t6i de doa khu
rung. Ho mdc quan 4o, mang giay vd, deo dao
sung. BDéng than dugc dép tat ngém.

Chi Mai bac vong. Nang leo lén nam. James
Fisher ngodi dua vong. Chang mo mdng cugc tinh
cta chang va nang kéo dai & day, vo tan.

— Chi Mai.

- Gi?

— Anh muodn nghi chan vai ngay:.

— Rat tiéc Tarzan chi 1a ngudi riing tudng

tugng va Phi Chau cta Tarzan thua vat khong ac
bang chu nghia.
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— Mot ngay vay.

— Sé con nhiing dong suoi khac, James. Quat
mudi cho em ngu di!

Chang khong dam nan ni. James quat muoi.
James dua vong. James nghe suoi roc rach. James
ngam nang ngu. Va James rao ruc, dé mé... Nta
dém, trang d6 day khu rting. Chang khong biét
hom nay la ngay trang tron. Trang mua ha trang
bac trén dong sudi. Nhiing sgi nudc tu khe da
phong lén vO cung huyén do. James nghe tiéng
xao xac bén kia bd. Chang danh thic Chi Mai.
Nang viung day. Hai ngudi nam ép trén 14 muc,
stng da rat khoi bao. Tiéng xao xac moéi lic mot
gan. Hai ngudi cang mat cho doi...

Nhiing con nai xudng sudi uong nudc.
Chung udéng anh trang. Chang va nang thé phao.
Anh trang da lam b6t sdng mat nai. Chung udng
nudéc va ngudc nhin ngo ngac. C4 tiéng gam vang
vong xOn xao rung cay, nhiing con nai bé chay
tan loan.

— Cop day, James a!
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- Cop?

— Chung ta sé qua rling gianh, giang son cua
cop. Ban ngay cop ngt khong dang s¢ hai. Sang
mai minh di gip. James ngt, em quat muoi cho.

— Anh quat cho em ngut.

— James phai ngu, dudng con dai.

Chang leo lén vong. Nang ngdi canh gidc ngt

cua chang. James nham mat ngon lanh. Nang
nghe suoi reo, chd sang.
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B udi trua, ho téi khu rting gianh. Hai
_)ngLIc‘)’i rdo budc nhu thé ho chay chim.
Riing gianh dé di, chi can ré loai cd6 moc sat khit
cao qua dau. Cing nhiéu cho, cay trinh ni moc
bam vao gianh lam xuéc mau tay. Ho di miét, hai
gio sau ho qua giang son cua cop. Chang thay
mot xac thu nam phoi duéi nang va rudi nhang
bu day. Chang chi nang. Ho dén gan.

— Xac nai.
Nang noi:

— Dém qua cop da vo mot trong nhiing con
nai xuéng sudi uéng nudc.
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Nang bao chang:

— N6 du trt thyc phdm, dém nay dn n6t. Anh
chdt mot cai dui vac theo, James.

— Thoi roi.

— COn tuoi ma.

— Khong nén an.

— James, anh quén rang anh da nu6t dan a?

Chang g6 ba 16, dung dao quam chédt mot cai
dui nai, con nai khén nan cop mdi chi ngon ntia
phan dau. Ho lai budc nhanh. Ruéi nhdng bam

kin trén dui con nai chét. Bu6i t6i ho vao rling
gia ram rap. Nang ki€ém cho mac vong.

— Em tin nguoi ta khong biét minh & day.

— Anh cling vay.
— Nhom lua dugc day.

Ho gom cti, nhom Itia. Nang ném ca cai dui
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nai vao than hong. Mui da va 1ong nai khét let.
Nang lay g6i mudi bay san. Mot luc lau, nang kéo
dui nai khoi bép, rach dao gam thét sau. Nang
lach miéng 16n viua chin téi dudi 16p da chay
khét. Nang cat tting miéng nhé. Hai ngudi cham
mudi dn ngon lanh.

— Con tuoi chu, James?
— Ngon lam.
— Hon an dan?

Chang cudi. Ho dn no bung thit nai. Chang
ndc thém vai hép whisky. Ho dép tat bép. Nang
ngl. Chang canh. James muon Chi Mai ngt day
gidc. Nang da trach moc chang, nhung James
lu6n ludén danh thiic nang tré. Chang chi ngt hai
tiéng mot dém. Hom sau, ho lén dudng sém. Hai
ngudi da qua thém hai ba dong sudi, va, & dong
sudi nao, ho cling phdng 1én nhiing tin hiéu ruc
1§ cta tinh yéu. Chiéu nay, ho dén rting ntia thu
hai cia cudc dao tau. Chi Mai luc ban do ra xem.
Nang mung rd:
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— Minh sat bién gidi, James a!

Chang 6m chat nang:

— Nudéc My khong xa niia.

Nang coi dia ban. Phuong huéng chinh xac.
— Bay gio, dém di ngay nghi.

Chang noi:

— Em quyét dinh tat ca, Chi Mai yéu déu.

Ho tién sau vao riing nda. Nghi chan xong,
Chi Mai bdo James ha mdt cay tre buong l6n
nhat moc chung v6i ntia. Nang chon khuc gan
goc. James ngo ngac. Nang nhom bép, vui khuc
tre dudi than. Nang 16i tt ba 16 ra goi gao say.

— Cua linh Sai Gon, James a!
Nang md gdi gao, sai James cam. Nang kéo

Ong tre khéi bép, dung ding 1én. Dung mii dao
gam choc thung cdi mang cua dot tre, nang 16t
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khan bé dng tre, rét nudc vao goi gao sdy. Gao nd
that nhanh, cang phinh géi nilong. Hai ngudiboc
com an ha hé. James da quen com tu dén them
com. Chang nhai ky, nuot ti tii. Nudc trong 6ng
tre lam com ngot lim.

— Em thao vat qua, Chi Mai.

— Nha nghéo phai thao vat, cong tti Méo hiéu
chua?

— Anh mting vo ta.

— Em budn sao? Luong kho da hét. Chai rugu
ctua anh sap can. James, qua bién giéi anh sé la
Boris Ilitch Kanazev.

— Tai sao?

— Nudc Lao hét 1a vuong quoc Lao roi, James
oi! Nguoi ta khong thich gap linh My tron trai tu.

— Anh muon la Brejenev.

— Ong ta khong xting ddng v6i Kanazev.
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— Tl bién gidi Lao minh di dau?

— Luang Prabang.

James hut tan diéu thuoc thi dap bép. Riing
nta nay gan bién gidi nén cao rdo. Lai gap mua
heé, mubi vat it. Hai ngudi goi dau 1én ba 16 nam
canh nhau, khoi cdn mac vong.

— James, vé My nhét dinh anh viét tiéu thuyét?

— Nhat dinh.

— Tac phdm dau tay ctia anh viét vé gi?

— Chuyén tinh ctia ching ta.

— James.

— Anh nghe...

— Nudc em c¢6 modt bai hat dién ta noi khao
khat cudc doi va loai nguoi hay lam.

— Em hat cho anh khao khat lay.
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Nang tham thi rét vao tai chang:
Duoi di!

Duoi di!

Dudi ta di!

Dudi ta di!

Dudi ta di ra khéi mién dia dang,
noi gid budt cam cam,

noi béng t6i mién man,

noi dam mé con la trdi cam.
Duoi di!

Duoi di!

Dudi ta di!

Pudi ta di
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Dudi ta di ra khéi viing thdn thoai,

noi bi tich cé liéu,

nai thanh héa rong réu,

noi ta lam tugng da buon thiu...

Cudc doi ta dau?

Cudc doi xvua dau?

Oi, cudc doi nao moi goi hon nhau,
mém mai cay dang,

va dong nudc mat lam nén ngady thdng.
Cudc tinh ta dau?

Cudc tinh xua dau?

Oi, cudc tinh nao vang mong chiém bao,

vang phai xiém do,
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tinh gidc nghen ngao la thi thuong dau.

Duoi di!

Duoi di!

Dudi ta di!

Dudi ta di!

Dudi ta di ta trd vé loai ngudi,
noi mdu va oan khién,

noi boc chady tim dién,

nai ta con dugc noi yéu em...

Nang dich sang tiéng Anh ngay. James Fisher
chim vao noéi khat khao cudc doi va loai ngudi.
Va chang cam phuc tu tudng cta ngudi Viét
Nam. Dia nguc hiu quanh. Thién dudng cling
hiu quanh. Chi cé cudc doi d&m ap, cudc dai co

loai ngudi, dau thong kho, van biét néi yéu nhau.
bia nguc 1a cht nghia cdng san. Thién dudng la
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cht nghia tu ban. Ca hai déu hiu quanh. Chang
va nang khong phai biéu tugng ctia hai chu nghia
dé. Chang va nang bo hai cht nghia dé vé vdéi
loai ngudi.

— Chi Mai oi!

- Oi...

— Em da day anh nhiéu bai hoc. Em sé vé
qué huong anh, bén bd song Rio Grande, noi
doé, chung ta s€ ndi yéu nhau cho ca nudc My, ca
nudc Viét Nam, cd loai ngudi nghe.

— James.

— Chi Mai.

— Em mudn nghe mot dinh nghia.
- Vé em?

— Phai.

— Khong can dinh nghia.
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— Tai sao?

— Em la dinh nghia dy, dinh nghia viét mot
doi chua du, néi mot doi chua xong.

— James.
— Anh nghe.
— Nha anh van & cho6n ca?

— Dé la nha ctia t6 tién anh, sé khong bao gio
ddi noi khac. Em nhé dia chi chu?

— Ca s6 dién thoai, sO vung.
— Tuyét diéu, thua ba Chi Mai Fisher!

Chang canh gidc ngu cho nang. Sdng sau, ho
tién sau vao ring. Pi dén luc mat trdi moc thi
ho dling chan dgi dém xudng sé vugt bién gidi.
Nang bdo James cdi by quan ao linh My, mac
quan phuc Viét Nam ma nang mang theo. James
dao 16 chén bo quén do. Chiéc quan méi viia van
nhung hoi ngan. Tay do cling vay, chang sé phai
xan 1én.
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— Nhé riang anh 1a Boris Kanazev.

- Nhe.

— Chuyén vién dia chat Lién Xo.

- Nhe.

— Khong héi han gi ca khi gép bat cu ai.
— Nhé.

— Bay gio anh ngu.

James Fisher hon Chi Mai r6i goi dau 1én ba
16, nghiéng mat. Chang nham mat gidy lat 1a nga
ngon. Nang ngoi dé ban do coi lai lan chot. Chi
Mai bat dau lo nhiéu. Nang khong s¢ su nguy
hiém ma rét sg sy an toan. Chi Mai khong tin
lanh dao ctia nang budng tha nang dé dang thé.
Ho khong san dudi nang, chac chan, ho da nam
viing dudng hudéng nang di. Va ho sé€ don nang
& Luang Prabang hay & bd song Mekong thuoc
Luang Prabang. Khong chiing, ho dang dgi nang
& bién gidi. Nang da d4u ndi uu tu cua nang.
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Ma James chang hé biét. Cit d€ James tran tré hy
vong. Chang cé hiéu chong gai trudc mat ciing vo
ich. James khong thé xoay s&. Dau dam doi pho,
James sé€ gui xac trén dat Lao, nghin doi khong
thay nudc My. Nhung bang moi gia, Chi Mai sé
dua James Fisher sang bén kia song Mekong.

Chang can phai dugc sang bén kia song
Mekong, can phai dugc vé t6i My. Nang muon
thé. James Fisher sé viét ti€u thuyét, sé ké co tich
duéi dia nguc. Ngusi My sé hiéu ro dit nudc
Viét Nam, dan toc Viét Nam. Chi Mai khong bao
gio mong doi dan toc My hay bat ¢t dan tdc nao
da gay dau thuong, chét choc cho dan tdc nang
dén bu dan toc nang. Khong, ngudi Viét Nam
tu hao ngang mat trudc moi nghich canh ngoai
anh sang va nuot c6 don, nhuc nhan trong béng
toi. Dan toc Viét Nam bé nhd, ngheéo nan nhung
giau tinh nghia, rong khoan dung, bat khuat va
lu6n ludn chién thang vé vang. Nang chi ky vong
James Fisher s€ 1én tiéng. Va tiéng ndi trung thuc
cta ngudi My chan that sé tao dugc niém cam
thong gitia Viét Nam va Hoa Ky. Chang con gi té
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hai hon su thu han gitia cac dan tdc. Dan toc My
khong thua trdn ¢ Viét Nam. Dan toc Viét Nam
khong thang tran. Hai dan tdc nay khong cé gi
dé thu han nhau. Cht nghia tu ban da gay chién
tranh. Chu nghia cong san da gay chién tranh.
Hai cht nghia khon ki€p nay dung Viét Nam
lam tran dia tranh thang bai. Linh My chét. Dan
Viét Nam chét. Toi ac da cd xuat xu rd rét, khong
cin doi lich st loai ngudi phdn xét. Chang riéng
gi Viét Nam, cdc nudc nho sé lan lugt roi vao
tham canh Viét Nam. Chu nghia tu ban thang,
nudc nhd sé céd nhiing tén doc tai gian ac, bdc
16t tan xuong tiy quan ching ngheéo kho, sé co
dau thuong, nguc tu, tra tan... Cht nghia cong
san thang, nudc nho sé cé nhiing tén lanh tu tan
bao, nhiing tén lanh tu sat nhan, sé cd trai tap
trung, nha lao, hinh phat tht han, nuéc mat va
madu ngap day huyét m¢. James Fisher can phai
ve t6i nudc My, vi vay.

Con nang, Chi Mai, nang sé vé dau? James
Fisher da vé voi nhiing canh doi ém am bén bo
song Rio Grande. Chang tudng nang vat moi thu
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nang da c6 d€ chi mong song yén than trén dat
nudc Hoa Ky. James don gidn qud. Chi Mai cao
ca ngan lan hon James Fisher da nghi. Ngoai tinh
yéu chang, nang con mudn chting té su phan dau
ctia con ngudi gianh lai quyén lam ngudi thiéng
liéng ctia n6. Khi con ngudi vut thic, né manh
liét vo cung. Nang da chién thang nang. Nang
muon chién thang ca chu nghia cua nang bdng
moét duong dau cu thé. Va James Fisher phai vé
dugc nudc My. Chang sé hanh phuc. Chang xting
dang hanh phuc. Nang thi khong. Nang sé kéo
dai nam thang luu vong v6 tan. Cho dén khi nang
nham mat. Nudc My ctia James Fisher. Nuéc My
khong bao gio ctia Chi Mai ca, dau nang sé la vg
James Fisher, sé la me mdt dan con My. Nang c6
nudc Viét Nam trién mién dau kho va nghin deéi
yéu dau.

Chi Mai quat déu tay. James Fisher ngt say
sua. Cé thé chang dang chiém bao thiy nudc My.
Chang dang 6m cha chang, me chang, em chang.
Nudc mat chang Ga ra. Nuéc mat hanh ngd cta
mot ngudi vé tu dia nguc. James cya qudy. Chang
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md& mat. Thay Chi Mai ngo6i quat muoi, James
choang tay qua c6 nang ghi dau nang xuong.
Chang hon nang.

— Anh yéu em.

Nang nin thinh. Chang ghi chét hon:

— Chi Mai, anh yéu em...
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B ong nhién, James Fisher bi méit stic sau
1 Y con cam sét nhe. Chang nim nga va
khong muoén ngodi day. Tam hon chang bai hoai.
Co thé chang ra rugi. James cam giac thit chang
da nhao trong 16p da va xuong song cua chang da
nat bay. Bay gi¢ James mdi tham sy day doa cta
tam ndm tu nguc. Ra ngoai dnh sang, chang kho-
ng dugc boi dudng dung tiéu chuin, khong dugc
tinh duéng, khong dugc sin soc stc khoe nhu
mot tu binh hoi huong. Da thé, James lai phai
phan d4u lién tuc dé€ bang riing, 16i sudi muoi
ngay rong ra, an uoéng kham kho, chang da quy
vi khong du stic chong lai con cam s6t nhe. James
tudng y chi va niém tin ché ngy luon ca bénh
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hoan, nhung chang quén rang, su chiu dung gian
khé ctia chang da cang co ho day dan ct 1én, 1én
mai. N6 phai dut. Va James Fisher goi dau 1én ba
16, kho khan cya quéy. Cho nao trén co thé chang
ciing dau. Téc chang nhu kim dam xudng da,
khé dung la nhtic nhéi. Chan tay chang moi nhti.
LuGi chang dang, c6 chang khd. James Fisher
them ngli ma mat chang c ma triing triing.

Chi Mai hiéu James bi lao lyc qua do nén chi
can trang mot thoang gié doc la chang cam cum.
Bénh cum khong may nguy hiém nhung dé lam
nguoi ta chdn nan. Nang danh chd James binh
phuc r6i méi tinh chuyén vugt bién giéi. Nang
da cho James uong aspirine, uong vitamine C.
Nhiing vién thudc nho bé chang thim thap doi
vGi sy doi hoi luu ciiu ctia co thé James. Chang
van nam rén ri. Chi Mai nau chao bdang cai ca
nhom, bo nhiéu dudng cho James an. Nang nhin
phan dudng ctia nang. James khong thé ngoi,
nén Chi Mai thtic su6t dém quat mudi cho chang
ngu. Nang cling mét nhoai, r&i ra. Ho con chut
may man. La chua thiy d4u hiéu nao san dudi
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ho, rinh v6 ho va khong c6 tran mua riing mua
ha nao. Qua hai ngay, bénh tinh ctia James kho-
ng thuyén gidam. Chi Mai buén ba va sot rudt
vO cung. Nang khong hiéu nang con du stic dua
chang sang bén kia bd song Mekong khong.

— James.
— Haze

— Bénh cim thudng kéo dai ca tuan. Anh
phai tu chtia cho anh tho6i. Chung ta khong cé
thudc va ciing khong cé thudc nao tri dit bénh
cum cap ky. Néu anh con mudn vé My, anh nén
ding day lam vai cti dong thé duc.

James lac dau ué oai.

— James, hinh nhung Hemingway da noéi: «Vi
nhan thudng chét bdi cdi gai.» Anh thich chét
bdng cai gai hay chét gitia sa truong?

Chang lang thinh.
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— Em da xem phim Mr. Robert. Henry Fonda
ddéng vai 6ng Robert that tuyét. Co nhiing ngudi
My thich chét gitia dai duong, ho khudc tii chét &
kinh lach. Anh da khong chét & cachot, diing nén
chét & x4 riing.

James Fisher gang gugng ngdi day.

— Nao, diing cam, it nhat, nhu Scarlett cua
Margaret Mitchell.

Chang dung lén. Chi Mai sung sudng ta
nudc mat.

— James, em rat hanh dién.

Chang vuon vai. Chang hit thé. Chang lam
nhiing cti dong tay. Chang chay tai ch6. Nang dun
nudc khudy duong, bat chang uong that néng.
Nang nam 6m chdt chang. M6 hoéi James d6 ra
tam ta. Nang lau kh6 mo hoi cho chang. James
tinh tdo. D6i mat James bét 16 do. Chi Mai chot
nhé mot diéu ma vi réi tri nang quén mat.
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— Anh ndm sip, dudi thang chin nhé, James!

Nang 16t 4o ctia chang 1én, 1ay dau cu la xoa
tiing cho lén vai chang, lung chang. R6i nang dung
nap hdp dau cao manh da chang. James Fisher ng-
hién rdng chiu dau. Nang cao do tai lung James,
tao thanh nhiing ré xuong suon gitia xuong song
cta chang. Nang dam lung chang. James khoan
khodi. Nang bop tay, bop chan James.

— Thé nao, cong tii My?

— Kha roi.

— Céch tri bénh cua nha nghéeo do.

— Tuyét.

— Goi la cao gio.

— Anh mudn 6m hoai.

— O bén kia séng Mekong. Okay, James?

— Okay.
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James lai [én tinh than. Chang khong nam y
rén ri ntia. Chang tip thé duc, di lai day dé. Roi
James mudn vugt bién gisi ngay. Chi Mai khong
dong y. Nang bao chang doi dén mot khu rling
mdi, kin ddo hon.

— James, anh can khoe hon.

Nang gam luong kho, uéng nudc 13, nhuong
gao va dudng cho chang. Ho & rling ntia sat bién
giéi thém vai hom. Chi Mai mudén nghe dong
tinh. Nang rat ngac nhién khong thay Dang cta
nang ra tay. James Fisher dau phai la ti nhan tam
thudng. Dang cua nang giam nhdt chang sau hiép
dinh Paris nham muc dich lau dai. Nang dugc
biét, con khai tu binh Phap bi giam cam sau hiép
dinh Genéve. Nhiing tu binh “sang gid” nay coi
nhu mat tich. Khi gia ca khong xong xudi, ho lan
lugt bi tha tiéu. Ho nam dudi mo va ca trong ké
hoach ban xuong trong giai doan thuan lgi nao
dé. Nhiing nguoi si quan Nhat, khong chiu dé
quan cta tuéng Tiéu Van tudc khi gidi, da theo
cong san, tré thanh ngudi Viét Nam mdéi. Ho da
bi thu tiéu tap thé & Lang Son sau nhiéu ngay
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thang phuc vu cong san. Xuong cua ho sé co lan
rao ban. Nhu trudng hop James Fisher. Chang
la mén qua bang giao ctia cong sdn véi tu ban.
Nang duogc triéu hoi khin truong dé thuc hién
ké hoach tang nhan dan dan chu va tién by Hoa
Ky moét ngudi My song ma nhu chét hodc ban
cho chu nghia tu ban m¢t bo xuong tu binh My.
Pang ctia nang da coi nang phan boi, khong them
ly t6i. Nhung James Fisher, song hay chét, van la
bdo vat ctia cht nghia v6 san. Va Dang ctia nang

khong thé danh mat dé dang.

Luéi Dang da giang & dau, nang chua biét
day thoi. Nang c6 gang dem tri thong minh cta
con ngudi d6i phd véi cht nghia, dén dau hay
dén dé. Kiém soat luong kho, Chi Mai thay con
du dn de xén vai ngay.

Nang sé nam ly tai rling nda nay, dé€ Dang cua
nang tudéng chang va nang da ruc xac 6 riing may
hodc bi cop v0 & rling gianh. Tinh trang stic khoe
cua James da lac quan. Chang ct hoi thuc nang
vugt bién gidi.
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— Minh di chu, Chi Mai?

— Dén lugt em dau, James a!

Nang gid vd. Chang boi roi.

— James.

Chang ngo6i sat nang, vuot ve toc nang:

— Anh dgi dugc, vai thang ntia chang ta téi
My chua mudn, phai khong em?

Nang cam tay chang:

— Khi ngudi ta hét tin vao kha nang ctia minh,
nguoi ta tin ai, James yéu dau?

Chang noi:
— Thuong dé.
Nang 6m chdt chang:

— Vay anh cau nguyén Thugng dé cua anh di,
cau nguyén ting phut.
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Chang hon nhe ma nang:

— Em la Thugng dé cua anh roi.
Nang diu giong:

— James, em thanh khan ma... Hay cAu nguyén
Thuong dé€ cho chung ta niém tin vigt moi trd
ngai d€ sang bén kia song Mekong.

Chang cudi:

— Chung ta sap sang song Mekong.

Nang budng chang ra:

— Anh chi biét minh, anh khong biét nguoi.
Chang nhin nang, chép mat:

— Anh cau nguyén Thugng dé tling phut, em
nhé?

Nang gat dau.

— Cau nguyén cho ca em niia.
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Nang c6 nén tiéng thé dai. Nhu ¢ luong anh
sang huyén bi nao xet qua tam hon James Fisher,
chang boi hoi khon ta. James chua dat chan 1én
nudc My nhung chang da dan Chi Mai vé véi
Thugng dé. James da t6i cuoi duong hep. Chang
da thdy sy sdng nhi¢m mau. Chang dé Chi Mai
xuong, hon nang t6i tap.

— Thuogng dé da cho em su song.
Nang noi:
— Cho em y nghia ctia sy song.

Chang 6m ghi nang. Nuéc My da hién ra, ruc
rd mudn mau...



Mot tu binh My 6 Viét Nam | 465

A
@ng dai st My ngoi gitia, bén phai la James
Fisher, bén trai, Chi Mai. Chiéc ban phu
nhung xanh.

Phia duéi, nhan vién cua dai st quan Hoa
Ky tai Bangkok va ky gia quoc té. James Fisher va
Chi Mai ngoi chiu dung anh sdng cvc manh ctia
nhting ngon dén ctia phéng vién vo tuyén truyén
hinh chiéu thing vao mit hai ngudi. R6i nhiing
anh den ctia phong vién nhi€p anh lién ti€p phong
t6i hang chuc phut. James Fisher git mai nu cudi
tioi thdm. Ong tuy vién bdo chi clia Toa dai su
yéu cau phong vién nhi€p anh ngung chup. Hang
chuc chiéc micro da dat san trén ban. Hang chuc
chiéc khac ctia phong vién dung khom lung trudc
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ban chia lén. Céc dai phat thanh, dai truyén hinh
ctia Au Chau, My Chau truc tiép truyén thanh va
truyén hinh cudc hop bdo vi dai nay qua vé tinh
Telstar. James Fisher da lién lac véi gia dinh ngay
khi vira t6i Toa dai stt My. Chang da loan tin cudc
hop bdo sdng nay. James biét, luc nay, cha chang
dang trén dudng bay sang Thai Lan, me chang,
em chang, ho hang chang, bang httu chang, chién
htiu chang dang mé mady truyén thanh, truyén
hinh theo dé6i chang. Cam hung dat dao, chang
ng6 Chi Mai va ng6 thang vao cac 6ng kinh mdy
anh. Khuon madt chang rang r& hanh phuc.

Ong dai st My tuyén bé:

— Day la niém vui ctia cad dan téc Hoa Ky.
Nhan danh chinh pht va nhan dan My va nhéan
danh cd nhan t6i, toi gtii l6i chao mung anh hung
James Fisher, ngudi My phi thudng, da hoi huong
sau tam nam chiu dung gian kho trong cac nha
tu cong san Viét Nam.

Ong dai st diing day, hai tay choang lén vai
James Fisher va Chi Mai. Hai ngudi cung ding



Mot tu binh My 6 Viét Nam | 467
1én. Ong dai st 6m khit chang va nang. Nhiing
anh den flash t6i tAp nhdy. Ong dai st hon chang
va nang.

— T6i nhuong chod cho anh hling James Fisher
va c6 Chi Mai, ngudi da ctiu James Fisher.

Ong dai st budc xuéng ngodi ghé danh riéng
cho 6ng 6 hang dau. Chang va nang ngoi sat nhau.
James Fisher m& dau cudc hop bdo.

— Thua quy vi dai dién bao chi quoc té, bao
chi My va cac hang v6 tuyén truyén thanh, truyén
hinh. To6i dugc ra mat quy vi hdm nay la nho tdim
long cao ca cua c6 Chi Mai, ngudi con gai Viét
Nam dep nhat thé giéi ma t6i da gap dudi dia
nguc tang th chin.

Chang cam tay nang. Hai ngudi dung day.
May dnh bam tach tach. May quay phim rao rao.

— T6i muon vi nang nhu bong hoa tuyét voi
nghin ndm mdi nd mot lan trén da dia nguc. Toi
dugc an sting ngat bong hoa dem vé c6i thé.
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James Fisher hon moéi Chi Mai. Nu hon dai
nam phut. Ho ng6i xudng. James Fisher bat dau
thuat chuyén tu day ctia minh. Chang nghen ngao
ké lai nhiing hinh phat chang chiu dung trong
béng toi. Chang thao thao n6i gan mot tiéng dong
ho. James da dau kin nhiing lan Chi Mai hanh ha
chang va lam tinh véi chang. Cudc hop bao mat
han tinh chit ¢6 hitu cta hop béo. Ky gid, phong
vién nuéc mat dan dua. May anh ciing run ray.
Va nhiing cay but ngap ngting khong ghi chép
kip. Khi James ndi vé tuy khai, mot hinh thuc tra
tan khon kié€p, bao chi rung rdi chéan tay. Chang
két luan:

— Thua quy vi, toi rat tiéc khong thé thuat cho
quy vi nghe day du chi tiét. Ngudi BDong phuong
quan niém «Nhat nhat tai tu, thién thu tai ngoai.»
Toi da trdi qua tdm nam tu, ngdt ba triéu nam
ngoai doi song. Khong ai cd thé ké lai ba triéu
ndm doi song. Bay gid, xin quy vi ddt nhiing cau
héi, néu quy vi muodn.

Ky gia:
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— Bang cach nao 6ng da ton tai sau tdm nam

thong kho?

James Fisher:

— Bang niém tin va udc mo.

Ky gia:

- Ong da tin gi, mo udc gi?

James Fisher:

— T6i tin Thugng dé€ va sy phan xét cong minh
cta ngai. Toi tin s’ chéan that cta toi. Sau hét, toi
tin con ngudi va su xuc dong dich thuc cta né.
To6i mo udc vé nudc My yéu dau cuta toi, vé dan
toc hién hoa cua toi, v€ su cam thdong gitia con
nguoi va con nguoi.

Ky gia:

— Ong nghi sao khi nguoi My thua tran & Viét
Nam.
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James Fisher:

— Chién tranh da chdm dut. Va t6i da trd vé.
Sau chién tranh la hoa binh. Sau chién tranh kho-
ng thé la thu hén, khong nén thu han. Hay coi
chién tranh nhu mot tai nan xe cd. Nguoi thua
bi qué cut, ngudi thang bi hdng xe, bi 4y nay suot
dgi. Cd nhé mai thang trin va thua trin 1a noéi
dén thu hin. Con ngudi khong song bang thu
héan. Néu t6i thu hén, t6i da chét roi.

Ky gia:

— Tai sao?

James Fisher:

— Vi c6 Chi Mai sé khong nhin t6i nhu mot
con ngudi ma nhin téi nhu mot tén dé quoc tu
ban My, ké tht ctia vo sdn cht nghia.

Chang nhin Chi Mai au yém. Ky gia xoay qua
Chi Mai.

— Tai sao c6 ctiu James Fisher.
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Chi Mai:

— Vi tdi la con ngudi day du luong tri va long
trac an cua con ngudi. Vi toi yéu James Fisher.

Ky gid thay nang noéi tiéng Anh thong thao
thi ngac nhién mot cach thich thu.

— Tai sao c0 yéu James?

Chi Mai:

— Yéu la khong can phai gidi thich.

James Fisher:

— Néu 6ng tin truyén cd tich, 6ng méi hiéu
ndi tinh yéu cua chung t6i. Chuyén tinh cua
chung toi day ray hoang duong, vo ly. Nhu c6
tich. Nhung khi 6ng xuong tang thi chin cua dia
nguc, 6ng sé kham pha ra cai hiiu ly trong vo ly.

Ky gia:

— C0 ctu James v6i muc dich gi?
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Chi Mai:

— Toi lam nghia vu ctia con ngudi.

Ky gia:

— Khong phai c6 mo doi song My?

Chi Mai:

~ Toi da séng & Au chau mudi ndm. Toi vt
bo tuong lai cua t6i khong phai vi muc dich bé
rac do.

Ky gia:

— CO sé quén nudc Viet Nam?

Chi Mai:

— Khong bao gio.

Ky gia:

— James, Ong biét tai sao cong san Viét Nam
giam giti 6ng lau thé khong?
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James Fisher:

— Khong.

Ky gia:

~ Ong khong tht han ho?

James Fisher:

— Toi thudc Bai gidng trén nui.

Ky gia:

— Ong sé viét hoi ky tu day?

James Fisher:

— Chuyén tu day khong c6 gi dang viét ca.
Nhung t6i sé viét ti€u thuyét, sé tao niém cam
thong gitia cdc dan toc. USc vong cua t6i 1a dan
toc Hoa Ky ctia tdi s€ san sé su giau c6 ctia minh
cho cac dan tdc ngheo khd theo tinh than Phuc

Am. Tay phai cho, tay trai khong biét. Nuéc My
da qua on ao vé sy vién tro.
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Ky gid héi rat nhiéu, James Fisher tra 161 ngay
thang. Chang khong hé néi xdu dit nudc Viét
Nam va dan toc Viét Nam. Chi Mai hiéu r6 diéu
nay.

— James, 6ng sé cudi co6 Chi Mai?
James Fisher:

— Di nhién.

Ky gia:

— Ong c6 ngudi yéu 6 My khong?
James Fisher:

— C¢, tén nang la Susan McCareen. Ong lam
on nhan gitm nang rdang, sau ba triéu nam luan
lac, moi chuyén da thay doi. Va t6i xin 16i nang.

Ky gid con hang trdm cau hdi, James Fisher
noéng long gap cha, chang tra 16i mot cau hoi chot
cua ky gia My:
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~ Ong c6 kinh nghiém quy bau nao dem vé
My?

Chang dap:
— To6i da nudt con dan!

James Fisher cudi khuc khich. Chi Mai dap
nhe lung chang, James van cudi. Nang phai lay
manh chang. James Fisher tinh lai. Chang viia
chiém bao.

— Cudi gi thé, James?
Chang ngay ngat:

— Anh dang doi cha anh k& chuyén anh nuot
con dan.

Nang khé lac d4u. James bi gidc chiém bao
am anh. Chang nham mat tudng tugng not doan
cudi cudc hop bao & Bangkok.
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Hai chiéc tryc thing quan théo trén khu
ring ndia. Chi Mai kéo James Fisher chay
vao phia trong ndm ép gitia nhiing g6c nla moc
chi chit. Truc thang sa thap xuong. Rliing cay xdo
dong. Nhiing than ntia co vao nhau nghe ghé ron.
Truc thang xu6i ngugc bay. Chi c6 hai chiéc thoi
ma nao dong cad canh rtng. Chi Mai hoang so.
Trong nguc nang danh thinh thich. Cha nghia
ctia nang khong tha thu nang. James Fisher kho
long vé nudc My. Chang dang nam kia, hoéng s¢
hon nang. Truc thdng quan thao chiling ntia tiéng
roi im bat. Nang nghe tiéng ché stia dang xa. Roi
tiéng choé stia gan cung tiéng ngudi lao xao. Mot
bang dan ti€u lién ré. Tiéng dan xé thin nta.
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Tiéng dan rit qua dau nang. James co quap

toi nghiép. Bang dan khéc ré. Bang dan khac niia.
Bang dan tht tu. Bon goc déu c6 dan no. James
va Chi Mai da bi phong téa. Nang nghi cd mot
ti€éu doan céng an bién phong bao vay chang va
nang. Chi Mai tuyét vong. Nang nam chd bj bat.

Chi Mai 1ét gan James Fisher. Nang nam de
l1én James nhu thé che dan cho chang. Hai con
ché da danh hoi cho chang va nang ndp. Chung
stia 16n va phdng téi. Nang rat sung nham dau
mot con khac dan. Con ché kéu tng dng r6i lin
kénh. Con cho thi hai ldn x3a lai. Nang khac phat
dan thu hai. N6 chét lan quay. Dan ti€u lién bon
goc rting thi nhau ban. Nhiing than nta bi toac
16n d6 rao rao. Vong vay nhd dan. Bay gio, dan
ngung no, Chi Mai nghe tiéng goi dau hang. Nang
lay James:

- Sao?
Chang nhom dau:

— Chién dau.
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Hang chuc con chd san khac da ao téi. Nang
nhay ra khoi James. Hai ngudi nham ché ban.
Nhiing con ché hung hing lan xa vao con moi.
Hai ngudi khong kip lap dan méi. Ché san ngoam
canh tay James, ngoam c6 tay Chi Mai. Va cong
an bién phong xuat hién di hong sting vao gay
chang va nang. James khong du thi gis ty sat. Chi
Mai ciing thé. Ngudi ta cong tay, xich chan chang
va nang dan ra khoi riing ntia. Bi mét luc lau, hai
nguoi téi canh riing gianh nhd, cho truc thiang
dau. Ngudi ta bong nang vat 1én truc thang trudc,
chang sau. Truc thing nd may, 1én thang, bay vé
trai Ly Ba So. Ngudi ta nhot chang mot cachot,
nang mot cachot, tong trai chanh v6 miéng nang
va dan bang keo chat. Nhu thé, Chi Mai khong
thé can ludi ty ti. Chang va nang vinh biét, ng-
hin ndm khong gap nhau bén kia song Mekong.

Chi Mai nam trong bong t6i khong biét bao
lau. Cho dén khi ngudi ta ma ctia cachot, 16t bang
keo 6 miéng nang, tait manh nang mot cai dé trai
chanh phot ra. Ngudi ta mé cong tay cho nang
an udng, ti€u tién, dai tién rdi chuyén nang sang
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mot cachot méi. Nang ndm trén cat, hai chan
ludn vao hai cdi cong sat tudng. Ngudi ta siét
chan nang va khoa bén ngoai. Chi Mai bat dong.
Nang nam ngtia va khong thé nao dép dau vo
tuong tu sat. Miéng nang van bi ngam trai chanh
dan chat bang keo. Chi Mai hiéu chu nghia cta
nang, Dang ctia nang sé bat nang chét tiing giay,
tiing phut. Nang chdp nhan. Nhung James Fish-
er, nguoi ta sé day doa chang cach nao? Rot cudc,
James ct bi chét dau dén, nhuc nha. Chi Mai nho
bé, don doc, khong ctiu n6i chang. Nang nam cho
chét khong thiét suy nghi. Tat ca moi suy nghi
déu vo ich. Chi Mai da tham thia cht nghia va
con ngudi, con ngudi va chu nghia.

RA&i nguoi ta dan nang lén gap lanh dao cta
nang, van cai van phong cta giam thi, may thang
trudc, James Fisher chan xich, tay cong ng6i lam
viéc v6i nang, hom nay, nang lam viéc v6i dong
chi ctia nang. Lanh dao cua nang mia mai hoi:

— Chdu cam gidc ra sao khi bi cong tay, xich
chan?
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Nang dap:

— Binh thuong, thua bac.
Ong lanh dao d6i giong:

— Chi da phan Dang, phan nhan dan, chi
khong con la dong chi ctia tdi nia...

Ong ta rit qua ké ring:

— Ma la mot can pham, mot dua phan quoc.

Nang noi:

— Liabd mot chti nghia khong bao gio 1a phén
quoc cd. Cht nghia khong lam nén t6 quéc. To
quoc trén hét.

Ong lanh dao dap ban:

— Chi khong con t6 quoc niia.

Nang ngang mat:

— T6 quoc Viét Nam & trong trai tim chau,
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cho dén khi chdu chét. Chang cé quyén uy nao
tudc doat ndi té qudc trong tam hon con nguoi.
Nhiing ké u mé vi chu nghia méi mat té quoc.

Ong lanh dao triing triing mat:

— Bo bang, bo gia dinh, bo qué huong, bd
tuong lai di theo ké thu, chi tudng vinh dy lam a?

Nang than nhién:

— Chéu khong di theo ké thu ma khong muén
mat luong tri lam ngudi. Thé thoi.

Ong lanh dao mim moi:

— Khi da [a nguoi cong san thi chi con mot
noi nuong tya la cht nghia va Dang cta minh.
bi dau ciing bo vo, lac 1ong.

Nang cudi nhat:

— Bac lam roi, khi con ngudi tré vé véi con
nguoi, noi nao ciing la cho nuong tya ém ai ca.
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Ong lanh dao h4t ham:

— Chi dt can dam yéu mot thang giac My?

Nang nhun vai:

— C¢ 1é khong té bang yéu 6ng Lénine, dng
Staline, dng Brejnev... Mot c6 gai yéu mot cau trai
it tai tiéng hon mot dan 6ng yéu mot dan 6ng!

Ong lanh dao hét:

- Dling nguy bién.

Nang nho nhe:

— Do 1a sy that. Chi vi bac khong biét yéu ma
chi biét han thu.

Ong lanh dao nhin chudng.
— Chi Mai, bac rat tiéc.

G4 cai nguc budc vao. Nang dung day, budc
theo ga. Gan tdi clia, nang ngoadi lai:
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— Chdu khong an han, thua bac.

Nang vé cachot. HoOm sau, ngudi ta bit mat
nang bé nang vat 1én xe va chd nang di. Khi xe
duing lai, ngudi ta kéo nang xudng, dan nang di.
RoOi nguoi ta thdo miéng vai bit mat nang ra. Nang
thay James Fisher dang quy trén miéng huyét, cai
huyét ma chang da tap chét véi nang. Chang bi
tong trai chanh vao miéng dan chat bang keo.
Chang nhin nang, G 6. Ong lanh dao c6 mit véi
ddm cai nguc hung 4c. Ong ta dic chi:

— Chi can sang qua gitia song Mekong la chi
da thang ching t6i, du chi c6 bi bon Thai Lan ban
chét. Nhung lam sao chi dua thang tu ban My
dén bén day bo song Mekong. Khong co phép la
ay. V6i cong san, khong ai cé phép la hét.

Nang nin thinh.

— Thang tu ban My sé chét. Chi thi song mon
dé thuong nhé no. Chi sé dugc tan mat nhin n6
chét. Chi muon noi gi khong?
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Nang hoi:

— V6i James Fisher?

— V6i Dang.

Nang lanh lung:

— Dang khong phai la ngudi, khong nén néi!
Ong lanh dao ra lénh:

— XU tu no.

G4 cai nguc cam cdi cuoc chim. Ga budc gan
James Fisher. Ga do tam cudc sé trung gitia dau
James. Ga dang chén cho chac thé ding. Ga vung
cuoc 1én. Van dung hét stc luc, ga cai nguc bo
ludi cudc xuong. Chi Mai 6m mdt hét 16n. James
Fisher giat minh. Chang dua tay lén miéng nang,
lay nhe:

— Chi Mai, Chi Mai...

Nang md mat, ngo ngac.
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— Em cling chiém bao, ha?

Nang ngoi day:

~ U, em chiém bao, James. Em thdy anh va
em ding bén b song Rio Grande, em sudng
qua, la hét.

Chang 6m nang:

— Chung ta sé hon nhau bén bd song Rio
Grande.

Nang da giau con 4c mdng. Con 4&c mong ma
tinh r6i, nang van bang hoang. Chi Mai uéng vai
ngum nudc. Nang bao James ngtt d€ nang ngoi
quat mudi. Rting nta hoan toan vang ldng. Chi
Mai quyét dinh lén dudng. Sang sém hom sau,
ho roi riing nda. Nang ddn chang lan cuéi:

— Dong chi Boris Ilitch Kanazev, nhé chua?
— Nhé.

— Chuyén vién dia chat.
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— Nhé.

Hai ngudi léo déo di, modi nguoi hoi tudng
gidc chiém bao cta riéng minh. James Fisher
non nong téi Bangkok. Chang sé hop bao, sé noi
nhting gi chang da noi trong mo. Chi Mai thi chi
mong sang qua gitia dong sdng Mekong. Nang
c6 bi ban chét, khong can, mién la James vé dugc
nudc My.
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HQ da sang bién gidi, khong gap cong an
bién phong Viét Nam hay Lao. Ngay 4n
nap, dém di. Ho qua vai don dién ca phé. Ho da
héi trom bap, dao trom khoai nudéng an. Vugt
nhiing dong sudi nhd, ho chi lay nudc va khong
dam tam gdi. Ct hudéng Tay ma di. Rdi ho thiy
con dudng nho xe c¢ chay. Chi Mai dung ong
nhom quan sat. Toan molotova ctua quan doi Viét
Nam. Nang yén long.

— James, anh boi gidi chu?
— Pugc. Con em?

— Em boi kha.
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Nang vit dia ban, dao quam va nhiing thu c6
thé bi tinh nghi vugt bién gidi di.

— James.
- Giem?

— Néu xay chuyén chi, anh cti mot minh vé
My nhé!

— Anh vé v6i em hodc anh & lai v6i em.
— Chu Méo ng6c nghéch, anh ¢ lai ai viét tiéu

thuyét, ai ké c6 tich dudi dia nguc? Diing lo cho
em, James.

— Minh da thoat hiém.

- Pang nguy hiém.

— Nud6c My bén kia song Mekong.
— Bén kia Thai Binh Duong.

— Anh khong hiéu.
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— James, em rat thém v€ My vé6i anh, em rat

thém lam vg anh, em rat thém 6m hon anh bén

bd song Rio Grande. Nhung anh can vé My hon

em, anh khong nén chét 6 Déng Duong nia.
Hiéu chua?

— Tai sao em noi thé?
— D€ phong bat hanh.
Nang 6m hon James.

— Em cang khong nén chét, du chét cho anh
vé M.

Nang im ldng. V0 vai James, nang ddy James
di. Hai ngu6i xuong 16 ding cho xe quan doi Viét
Nam. James Fisher rut thudc hut. Trong chang rat
Lién X0. Chang ngo ngan vé nhiing16i ddn do cta
Chi Mai. James chgt nhé minh da 1a Boris Ilitch
Kanazev, khong dam hé moi. James hut thuoc lia
lia. Chang buon ba khon t4, ndi budn day 1én tu
lac Chi Mai bdo chang ct vé mot minh, néu xdy
chuyén chi. James tin tuéng Thugng dé€ khong né
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ddy doa chang thém. Sé chang xéy ra chuyén gi.
Néu xay ra, chuyén do chila Chi Mai déi y khong
muén vé My ntia. Chang lai khong tin Chi Mai
doi y. James suy nghi lung tung. Chang khong tin
tat ca. Rdi chang tin tat ca.

— James.
— Anh dang thém nghe em.

— O nudc My c6 triét ly tim sy s6ng trong nbi
chét khong?

— Hinh nhu co.

— Em bo quy luat chét. Chung ta khong dén
Luang Prabang nhu em da nghi va nhu ho da
nghi em phai dén.

— Mién la em vé€ My v6i anh.

— Minh vao hang cop. Nothing venture, noth-
ing have.

— Okay.
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— Em dén Vientiane, noi ho nghi em khong
dam dén.

Moét chiéc Molotova xuét hién tu xa. Chi Mai
ra gitia dudng diing vay. Chiéc xe chay cham dan,
ngung lai. Nang mim cudi chao ngudi bo doi lai
xe:

— Dong chi vé dau?

Anh bd doi tit mat:

— Luang Prabang.

Nang hat tay cho xe chay. Anh b¢ d¢i hoi:

— Dong chi muoén vé dau?

— Vientiane.

— S€ c6 xe xuo6i. Toi di ngugc. Chao dong chi.

Chiéc Molotova bé hai ngudi. James lai non

néng. Chang dot thudc khong ngting. Con du
thudc cho chang dét. Chi Mai ki€ém sodt tién bac.
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Nang biét, & Lao, dan chung cing nhan tién Ngan
hang Viét Nam. Con duong vang vé, khong c6 xe
va dan Lao qua lai. Nang ng6 dong ho. Mudi gio
roi. Chi Mai ngdp dai. ca dém qua nang di ruing,
khong hé chgp mat. Nang kién nhan dén xe xuoi.
Nang da kiét stic, khong thé tiép tuc di bo. James
cling thé. Mudi mot gig, van chua thay xe xudi.
Xe ngugc thi rat nhiéu. Chi Mai muon ngt mot
gidc. Nang lai lo James 6 ngé hong chuyén. Nang
cang mat chong con ngt. Chi Mai chay tai cho.
Mudi hai gig, c6 chuyén xe xu6i. Nang mung r6
vay tay. Chiéc Molotova diing lai.

— Dong chi vé Vientiane?
— Phai.

Chi Mai xuat trinh Chtng minh thu. Ngudsi
bd doi trd mat.

— Han hanh phuc vu dong chi.
Nang gi6i thi¢u:

— DPay 1a dong chi Lién X6 Boris Kanazev,
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chuyén vién dia chat.

James bat tay ngudi bd doi. Chi Mai noi:
— Chung t6i mudn vé Vientiane.
Ngudi bo doi niém né:

— Lai xe dudng trudng mot minh rat budn,
xin mdi hai dong chi lén.

Nang leo 1én cabine ngoi gitia, James bén
canh. Nang ggi chuyén anh b¢ doi.

— An ninh tot chu, dong chi?
— T6t. Ta lam chu tinh hinh.
— Bao lau t6i Vientiane?

— Dém mai.

— Vientiane yén 6n?

— Bon Thai Lan hét dam ban sang. Mua nay
song Mekong kho can, ta canh gidc cao gidc Thai.
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Xe chay chting sdu chuc cay s6, ngudi bo doi
diing truéc mot quan dn ctia ngudi Lao.

— Hai dong chi dung bitia khong?
Nang va chang xuong xe vao quan. Ho an
udéng khan truong. Chi Mai yéu cau tra tién biia

an. Nang mua thém thudc 14, keo, banh ting
ngudi bo doi. Xe tiép tuc nudt dudng dai.

- Dong chi r6 Vientiane lam nhi?
— RoO.

— Nghe néi c6 nhiing vu vugt song qua Thai
Lan?

— B6t roi.

— Bon nao vuot?

— Phan dong va dam vugt bién Sai Gon.
— Chung vugt & khuc nao?

— Ngay Vientiane. Thudng thudng, ching
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dén Tha Dua cach Vientiane sdu bay cay s, boi
sang Tha Bo. Thoi nguy quyén Lao, ngudi ta di
pha sang Tha Bo buén ban. Dan Thai sang Tha
Puia choi. Hai bén déu day ray ho hang, ba con...

Nguoi b doi nhan manh:

— Bay gid bién gidi déng cua, hong sung rinh
mo khac dan. Va dong séng bi b6 doc ngéan chia.

Nang hoi:

— Bén kia hay bén day khac dan?

Nguaoi bo doi dap:

— Ca hai, néu vuot qua gitia dong Mekong.

Cht nghia da gidng giay kém gai thu han doc
song Mékong. Chu nghia dén dau, thu han dén
dé. Ngudi bo doi liéc nhanh ngd James Fisher:

— Dong chi Lién X6 nay mdi sang Viét Nam?

— Phai.
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— Hai dong chi nghién ctiu dia chat vung bién
gidia?

— Phdi. Chuang t6i c6 mét doan gom mudi
nguoi con dang lam viéc trong rting. Hai ching
toi vé Vientiane mua sam vai thi can thiét.

— Heén chi.
— Sao?
— Don gian qua.

James Fisher khong ddm md miéng. Chang
hat thuoc, ngam phong canh chay ngugc qua
ctia xe. Ngudi b doi lai xe da quen dudng. Anh
ta bié€t tling quan an, tting lang x6m hai bén 10.
Chién tranh ciing da tham viéng ving héo lanh
nay. Ddu tich ctia né ngdn ngang day do. Con
dudng von da gap ghénh, bi bom dan cay pha
tao thém nhiéu 6 ga 16i 1om. Xe khong thé chay
nhanh. Ngudi bo doi phai lugn lach vt va. Nang
Lao nhu ltia han xi xody vao da thit. Cabine ctia
Molotova néng hiing huc. M6 héi uét dam do
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ba ngudi. James udng da can tui nudc. Chang da
chan hut thuéc ngam phong canh doi nui cao
nguyén xu Lao. James dua lung vao thanh ghé.
Xe chay xudi nhu thé né xudng déic thoai thoai.
Chang muon ngu nhung cu bi tung dau lén vi
banh xe dung & ga.

Khi nang tat, khong khi diu di. Va khi nhting
chiéc 4o khé mo hoi, hoi lanh da luon trong gio.
bung hai muoi gid, ngudi bo doi diing xe trude
mot quan nhé. Anh ta dé nghi dat mot biia dn,
néu Chi Mai san tién. Nang dong y. Ngudi Lao
hién lanh va hiéu khach. Cht quan chuan bi bia
dn cao cap cho dong chi Lién X6 theo yéu cau
cua nguoi bo doi. Khach thay phién nhau tam
g0i roi dung btia. Ho an thit ga ludc, thit bo tron
goi ki€u Lao va canh rau. James Fisher cung ly
bia v6i ngudi bd doi. Sau bifa dn, ho trang miéng
du du va udng ca phé, hut thuoc la thom. Nang
mua thém thuoc 14 va bia. Roi ho 1én duong.

Trai lanh. Khong khi nti dé chiu. Gid théi
manh khién James phdi van ctia kinh 1én. Qua
nua dém, ngudi bd doi ngling xe bén dudng. Anh



498 | Duyén Anh

ta dé nghi ngt tai day, sém mai chay ti€p. Ngudsi
bo ddi nhudng cabine cho James Fisher. Anh ta
trai chiéu, gidng mung duéi gaim xe mai Chi Mai
ngl. Anh ta cudn chiéc chan ndm cach xa nang.
bat minh xudng la ngudi bo doi ngay kho kho.
Trén cabine, James Fisher da nham mat say sua.
Chi Mai khong thé suy nghi thém diéu gi. Nang
mét mdi qua rdi. Va nang ngu bién.

Ho trai qua m¢t dém binh yén. Sdng sém
hom sau, chiéc Molotova tiép tuc nuot duong.
Chi Mai thay khong can dé phong ngudi bo doi
that tha va khong to mo. Nang dap nhe vai chang:

— Kanazev!
James sting s&. Roi chang mim cudi:
— Dong chi Chi Mai.

— Dém nay chung ta t6i Vientiane. Chung ta
c6 thé vé My ngay dém nay.

James tinh ngudi khi nghe tén nuéc M.
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— Anh sé lam gi trudc trén dat Thai Lan?

— Dén Toa dai su M.

— K& do?

— Hop bao.

— Roi sao?

— Lén mady bay, vé thang Texas.

— Tai sao phai hop bao?

— D& anh gidi thiéu ba Chi Mai Fisher.
Nang quay mat sang phia ngudi bo doi:

— Dong chi Kanazev bi€u duong tinh hitiu
nghi tham thiét ca dong chi day.

Ngudi bo ddi ngo James that nhanh:
— Cam on.

Xe chay qua nhiéu thi tran sam uat, mot vai
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vong gac khong bi xét hoi. Gan trua, ngudsi bo doi
ré vao con dudng mdi trdng nhya phang phiu.
Con duong nay xe cd ngudgc xudi tap nap. Toan
la xe cia quan doi Viét Nam. Nang bao ngudi bo
doi kiém quan vang an trua. Ho dung btia khan
truong. Ngudi bo doi d6 xang, nudc cho xe xong
la Ién duong ngay. Ho lai dung mot biia com toi
thinh soan. Vientiane da gan ho.

— Dong chi bo doi. Nang noi.
— T6i nghe. Ngudi bo doi ndi.
— Tén dong chi la gi?

— Thanh.

— DBong chi Thanh, t6i mudn dugc dong chi
hudéng dan duong phé Vientiane.

— San sang.
— Vientiane co giéi nghiém khong?

— Ty do nhu Ha Néi.
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— Véy ngay dém nay.

— Céc dong chi khong nghi a?
— Chung t6i tranh thu thai gian.
— Nhat tri.

Mudi mot gid dém, chiéc Molotova vao
Vientiane. James Fisher sang ruc mat nhin song
Mekong chay doc theo tht d6 ctia nudc Lao. Trai
tim chang don dap. James nam chdt ban tay Chi
Mai.
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4.0.

Thénh pho da lén den. Nhu Sai Gon,
i Vientiane pho bay r6 rét su sa sut ti ngay
tong thong Gerald Ford than nhién tuyén bé lich
st da sang trang va tu ngay chu nghia cong san
lién hoan do6i doi. Nhiéu ngon dén da hu hong
trén duodng pho huyét mach cta tht d6. Nhiéu
dudng pho da toi tdim. Lan dau tién James Fisher
ddt chan lén mot thanh phé Pong Duong, noi
chang da tham du chién tranh. Tl can ct Utapao,
chang da bay qua song Mekong, sang ving troi
Viét Nam. Va chang roi xuong dia nguc. James
Fisher da phiéu luu tan tang tha chin cua dia
nguc y thuc hé va dd moéi mon véi hinh phat
ctua thu han ngdt ba triéu nam. Bay gid, diung &
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Vientiane, chang lai sap boi qua song Mekong,
tré vé nudc My. Cudc phiéu luu ctia James Fisher
ké nhu vi dai nhét loai ngudi tu thud khai thién
l4p dia. Chi Mai thuét chuyén Luu Nguyén nhap
thién thai va noi rang, khi hoi huong, trin gian
Viét Nam ctia Luu Nguyén thay doéi hét. Hai ké
giang ho bong bo vo, lac 16ng gitia dam nguoi
tran. James Fisher khong hiéu, duéi dia nguc
ngoi 1én ddi, hoi huong, chang c6 bo vo, lac 1ong
& tran gian My Quoc? Tinh nghia con ngudi da
bi ky thuét lam doi thay chua?

Bén day dong song Mekong nhin qua bén
kia, tdam hon James Fisher xao xuyén, dat dao.
Dong song hé binh yén. Triang trdng lén mat
nuéc moét 16p bac 6ng anh. Ngudi bo doi cha Chi
Mai va James xu0i phia Nam, cach tha do bay
cay s0. Chang va nang dang diing & bén pha Tha
buia. Nhiing chiéc pha mdy ctia Tha Dua da neo
ky, nam bat dong. Phia bs Tha Bo, nhiing chiéc
pha cling chung tam su. Bai song day cat. Long
song hep lai. Mua nudc 1a, nude phu sa ngéap lan
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hai bén bs, ménh méng, cuén cudn. G Tha Pua,
quan doéi Lao va quan doi Viét Nam canh gac cin
mat. Bén kia, chac Thai Lan con canh gac can mét
hon. Nhiing hong sting dai lién san sang khac dan
bat cti mot thuyén be nao cua Thai Lan lan qua
gitia dong song. Chi Mai da gidi thich cho James
Fisher hi€u chang va nang sé la cai dich cua hai
tam dan thu nghich Tha Dua, Tha Bo. Long song
mua he ngan ngui ma nhiéu khé vo cling. Nuéc
My ctia James Fisher lai thaim thdm & chd nay.

Nguoi bd doi chd hai ngudi ngugc vé thanh
pho. Ho dung lai gitia Vientiane. Khuc song noi
day la cdi ctlao bat ngat. Muia he nuéc can, ctilao
cat troi lén khién dong song nho lai. Mua li, phu
sa ngau do chay siét, cti lao chim nghim. Bay gig,
chi co6 trdi va nudc. Troi mua gidng gidng, tam
ta. Gi6 gao thét. Nudc cuon ao ao. Khi gio tanh,
mua ngung, bai boé ngap lut, dong song dan trai
bao la, hun hut, khong thuyén be nao sang ngang
ndi. Khic nay khong phai la bén pha, ngudi Lao
khong dat vong gic. Nhiing nam trudc, Thai
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Lan thudong xuyén phdo kich sang chong pha
cach mang Lao. TU ngay Viét Nam chiém déng
Kampuchia, ho thoi phdo kich ma dé phong biét
doi Viét Nam boi sang xdm nhdp lanh tho cta ho
gay roi loan.

— Dong chi Thanh, minh ra ct lao dugc chir?
- Puogc.

Ba nguoi roi chd xe dau. Ho budc xudng
con ddc thoai thodi sat b song, di mot quang
phang phiu rdi lai leo 1én con ddc thoai thodi
mdi, dai hon. Ho di xa thém. Dén gitia ct lao, ho
nguing lai. Vé khuya, trdng to nhu ban ngay. Chi
Mai nhin ré6 mdt nidc map mé chan cu lao phia
trugc. James Fisher dua 6ng nhom 1én ngam bo
bai bén kia. Chang chi thay nhiing lum cay dudi
anh trang. Long song khong dai lam, khoéng
hon ngan thudc. Dia nguc va thién dudng cach
nhau ngan thudc. James Fisher nao nao. Bén kia
bo song Mekong la nuéc My, nudc My ruc rd,
nudc My tu do, dan chu nhat thé gidi, nuéc My
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cta mét dan toc am ap tinh ngudi, nudc My ma
chang sé dan Chi Mai vao trai tim don hau cua
no6. Va nudc My sé hanh dién don ti€ép mot ngusi
Viét Nam cao thugng. Va dan tdc My sé cam xuc
thay trdi tim Viét Nam dich thyc cung mot nhip
dap nhu trdi tim Hoa Ky dich thuyc.

— Chung tdi ngdi day ngam trang c6 gip tro
ngai gi khong?

— Khong.
Ngudi bo doi tiép:

— Pling ra qua gitia dong song thoi. Bon Thai
da ban chét vo s6 dan vugt bién. Ching khong
cho bat ct loai ngudi nao bén nay qua. Lai chién
tranh md&i, dong chi chua biét a?

Nang dap:
— Chua.

V0 vai ngudi bo doi, nang mim cudi:
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— Dong chi vao phé mua chai rugu thudng
trang nhé?

Nang dui cho ngudi bo doi nam tién. Anh ta
ho héi quay gét. Chi Mai cam tay James:

— ba dén gio.

James cuong quyt:

— Vugt ngay ha?

Nang gat dau:

— Anh cau nguyén Thugng dé€ di, James!

Ho g6 ba 16, sung dan, thdo giay v§, c6i quan
a0. Chi Mai 6m chat James Fisher.

— May man.
James lap lai:

— May man.
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Ho hon nhau. Ro6i buéng nhau va chay that
nhanh xuéng doc cu lao thoai thodi. Chi Mai
ngoanh c¢6 nhin phia sau. Vientiane da bi khuét
lap béi doc sau cua cu lao. Chang va nang truon
xuong nudc. Dong song ém a. Trang lam nudc
lanh. Do6i tinh nhan co hd hoa van khac trén
mam bac. Ho 10i. Thoat dau, nuéc ngap dau goi
ho. Roi dui ho. Ro6i hdng ho. Cang ra xa, cang sau.
Ho phai boi. Nhu hai con éch, chang va nang ré
nudc. James sung suéng khon cung. Chang da
thoat dia nguc. Chang sap vé nudc My. Nuédc My
hién hién, choéi loi hao quang. Chang mo ho6 nghe
hoéi chudng gido dudng ngan vang khi chang va
nang budc ra sau hon 1é. Va nhiing tiéng vo tay,
tiéng cudi rdn ra. Va hang ngan canh chim bo cau
tung bay... James sodi manh doi tay. Chang xoay
minh boi giat lui. Chang thay song Rio Grande.
Chang 6m nang hon say dam. Va loai nguoi nghe
James Fisher ké co tich dia nguc. Va nudc My
sut stii. James vung tay dap téde nugc. Chang ngat

ngay...
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Mot bang dan trén lanh thé Thai Lan ré
xuong chay dai trén mdt nudc. James kéu 6i mot
tiéng. Chi Mai hoang hot. Nang ruén gan James.
Hai nguoi da sang qua cAm giang. Dan nham ho
ban téi tap. Chi Mai boi ding, nho dau bao hiéu:

— American, American!

James bun run chan tay. Chang bat ddng,
chim dan... Nang don tit ca phan n6 va dau dén
vao tiéng thét cudi cung:

— American!

Sung dan bong im bat. Chi Mai ning James
Fisher diu chang vao bo. Chiéc hors-bord cua
Thai Lan phéng ra. Ngudi ta v6t James va Chi
Mai vao ba. Chang dugc dit nam trén chiéc ghé
vai dap tdm drap mau. Nang dugc khoac chiéc
mén cua linh bién phong Thai Lan. Ngudi ta nhac
may truyén tin goi y si. James bi tring dan ngang
lung, mau tudn x6i xa. Chi Mai quy bén chang.
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James théu thao:

— Em yéu dau...

Nang thon thic:

— James, James!

Nang vuét toc chang, vudt ma chang.

— ROt cudc, anh khong dugc hon em bén bo
song Rio Grande.

Nudéc mat nang ta ra, rung xuéng khuon mat
bi tham cta chang. Tung giot ngoc. Tung giot
ngoc. Nang cui hon mat chang, hon méi chang.
James da dudi suc.

— Chi Mai...
Chang c6 dua tay ddt 1én vai nang:
— Em da la vo anh.

Tay chang ra r&i tuét khoi vai nang.
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— Em can sang My dé hiéu nuéc My.

Nang khé lac dau, nudc mat van da ra.
— Em khong can sang My niia, James a!

Nang guc mdt trén nguc chang. Gigong nang
tha thiét:

— James Fisher, anh da la nuéc My...

James Fisher nham mat, ngoeo cd. Chi Mai
om chdt chang. Y si Thai Lan da t6i. Nang ding
day, khodc chiéc mén, liing thiing di ra bd song.
Chi Mai nhin sang Vientiane, nhin vé€ nhiing khu
ring, nhiing dong suoi, nhiing cachots, nhiing
ngay dau khd cta James, nhiing dém hanh phuc
cta James, nhiing uéc mo ctia James. Nang tham
thi nhu thé nang dang ghé sat tai chang:

— James yéu dau, em da thay nuéc My...

Duyén Anh
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Khdi viét ngay 25-1-1987
Chdm diit ngay 5-2-1987
120 gid sdng tdc lién tuc

Nuét khéi cua 1000 diéu Gauloises Corporal
den thui

Stia lai ngay 10-2-1987

Hoan tdt ngay 20-2-1987






