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THAY LOI) TUA

0i ti nho da c6 tanh ham mé

doc sach. Toi cho sach la ban
c6 tri trung thanh, nén khi doc va lac
cao hung, toi thudng ghi lai bén 1€ trang
sach nhiing cam tudng nhut thoi, khong
khac dugc ti té tAm su v6i mot ban c6
giao bang xuong bdng thit. Vi vay cudn
sach hoa ra ctia riéng, y nhu vg nha, va
néu thud nay khong déi nao ai cho mugn
vg, thi xin cac ban hiéu gium vi sao tdi it
cho mugn sach. Sau nay vi thai thé, toi

Thay loi twa
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c6 cho mugn nhiéu, d6 1a sy cung chang
da, va nhiing sach cho muon la nhiing
cuon c6 du, dau mat cling khong tiéc.
Tanh toi rat khd, nén to6i lap tam khong
bao gi¢ mugn sach cua ai, vi toi cho rang
doc sach phai thu tha, sdch mugn doc
héi ha dé mau tra thi mat vui mat thu.
Khi tdi lua dugc mot cuon sach hay, thi
toi chang né ha méc gid, thé nao toi cling
mua cho dugc, va téi cung cudn sach con
hon ba xa noéi gia. Cach tdi doc thi cham
rai, toi khong tiéc thi gi¢ bo ra cho sach,
khi khdc t6i doc ngau nghién con hon bo
cau ra ran nudt moéi khong kip dut, ndi
tuc ma nghe, y nhu ché gdm xuong, nhu
meo méi sanh dugc me nhudng moi day
dn, viia ngli nghe s¢g mat modi viia gam
gl tiéng rén nho nhé vi khoai tra va vi
s¢ miéng ngon chdéng hét hodac anh chi
nao dong la sap giut phong trong mom.
Cling vi nhiing tat ham doc sach hay, doc

Thay loi twa
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quén dn quén ngu, tham chi cé khi quén
ca phan sy budng the, cho nén chi ton
da hai phen bi giut vg, bi cam sting ma
khong tén.

TU nam Binh tuat (1947), toi chay
1én Sai Gon nuong nau thi tudi da xap
xi ndm muoi, khi &y t6i méi bat dau viét
lach. Su that t6i viét, khong c6 y pho
truong s& trudng, ma dang ra viét dé
kiém thém miéng ca va tréi miéng com,
viét cho voi b6t con budn, nhut la viét dé
bu dap dong luong cong nhut qua it oi.
Ngay nay, toi xin ké nhiing gi da viét goi
danh d4u buéc dudng da trai :

— Sai Gon ndm xua, Ban ky nhtt in
nam 1960 (226 tr.) va tai ban nam 1969
(328 tr) ;

— Thu choi sdch, in nam 1960 (167
tr.) ;

Thay loi twa
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— Hoi ky ndm muoi ndm mé hdt, in
nam 1968, 254 trang ;

— Chuyén cudi cd nhdn, in nam 1971
(253 tr). — Con cudn nhi, van chua xuit
ban dugc ;

* Mot bo Hiéu co ddc san gobm chin
cuon khdo vé do su men lam Hué, nhung
chi xuat ban cho dén nay dugc sdu cuén

dau la :

— Cudn 1 : Phong luu cii mdi, xuat
ban nam 1970, 298 tr. ;

— Cuén 2 : Thi xem truyén Tau, in
nam 1970, 327 tr. ;

— Cudn 3 : Thi choi cd ngoan, in
nam 1971, 337 tr. ;

— Cuén 4 : Khdo vé do sit cd Trung
Hoa, in nam 1972, 461 tr. ;

Thay loi twa
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— Cuoén 5 : Canh Diic Trdn dao luc,
in nam 1972, 368 tr. :

— Cuén 6 : Cudn sé tay cua nguoi
choi c6 ngoan, in naim 1972, 365 tr.

Xuét ban dang ngon lanh, bong c6
su truc trac, luc dau do Ong ra tién lai
bién chung, khong khing ra niia tuy
sach da viét xong va sau do ba tap sau
rot, t0i giao cho Trung tam hoc liéu Bo
Quoc gia Gido duc ci lo viéc in thanh
sach, thi dung mot cdi, sach va hinh anh
déu thit lac, va ba cu6n ay toi xin ké1a :

— Cuén 7 : Khdo vé do sit tii Hau Lé
dén so Nguyén - 281 tr. dinh mdy, 56
anh ;

— Cu6n 8 : Nhiing do s do di si
mang vé — 300 tr. danh may, 52 éanh ;

~Cubén 9 : NHUNG PO SUKHAC

Thay loi twa
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: Quoc dung, ngu dung, quan dung, dan
dung, do ngang, do phé, do dan v.v... -
311 tr. danh may, 214 anh.

Nhiing ba tap 7, 8, 9 nay, goi chung
la “Khéo vé do st men lam Hu€’, vi nay
chua xuit ban dugc, nén bd Hiéu co6 dac
san cua toi, xin ké ty nhu con chi ton bon
cuon la nhting : Cudén 3 “Thu choi co6
ngoan’, cuén 4 “Khao vé do st ¢d Trung
Hoa, cuén 5 “Canh Duic Tran dao luc”, va
cudn 6 “Cudn sb tay ctia ngudi choi co
ngoan” la tam tam cling xem choi dugc
bu6i thtia nhan goi d€ hiéu so lugc vé do
xua do co ta va Tau.

S& di toi noi ti té dai dong, ké 1€ lang
nhang 1a vi con c6 dé méi biét cang, va
néi d€ danh ché khai sanh cho tap vta
viét xong nay, nhan dé la “Hon nta doi
hu”, vén la mot tdp hoi ky bo tac cac tap
ké trén. Cac doc gia nao mudn ré ngon

Thay loi twa



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 17

nguon, xin tim cdc tap ci doc cho day
da. Trong moi tép 4y déu co rai rac tim
su cua toi phan tan manh mun nhiéu
chuyén vun vat khac.

O day toi c6 viét lai 1am sao cho gan
dang y su that, co6 chép ra day - khong
thém khong bét, nhiing gi nghe, thay
va nhiing gi do Ba t6i hodc c6 bac thuat
lai, hodc da xdy ra chung quanh t6i va
cho chinh cd nhan t6i, trong khodng
thoi gian kha dai bat dau ti budi chép
choang tranh t6i tranh sdng ntia xua nta
nay cua dau thé ky XX qua dén nhiing
gio gan day, kinh cu khoc cudi lan 16n
Téay cudn gdi chay dai, Nhut bo cang cut
mat, ong Ngb 1én nhu diéu gip gio roi
ong cling bang le nhu diéu dut day.

Cac viéc ay s& di nay ghi lai dugc la
nhd cong khéo giii gin cét gidu cap cum
maé tai liéu vat vanh sudt nam chuc nam

Thay loi twa
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du ma khong mat. Khong mat, khong
phéi vi tai hay, ching qua nhd mot vay
may t0i cho la khong dén hai lan, khong
cat nghia dugc va chi cé nudc do thua
nhG ¢ am nhon phu trg.

Bay gid bot dudong da san, va-ni,
qué thom déu cd, chi can khéo tay la cdi
banh ty nhién thanh. Ngon cuing chang,
banh gion hay chai, khong con tuy toi
ntia va c6 1€ tuy doc giong khach an, ché
bao gi¢ dau bép nao khong xung minh
la ngy thién ? Duy cho ngudi tri ky da
mat réi 13 Cu Am Tu Luu Dinh Tién mdi
phén tach dugc pham dau bép vua phai
xudt than tai lang Phudc Yén tinh Thia
Thién va chia ra c6 ba buc Phung thién,
Thuogng thién va Ly thién, cling nhu nai
giti voi goi quan kinh tugng phai tuyén
¢ lang Thanh Yén, lai ciing tinh Thua

2

Thién. Dén nhu ké vé€ vian chuong thi &

Thay loi twa
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dau hé chang c6 anh tai, va lya la hay chii
md&i dam cam viét ?

V6i mé tai liéu chay loan ti nam
1945 dén nam 1968, may thdi con gan
da. Tham chi tap v khai tam ndm 1909
va cac tap cua bon nam trudng trung hoc
Sai Gon 1919 - 1923, nay van con dung
dugc dé ching minh ngay thang nhiing
gi xay dén cho minh. Ching van la vé t0i,
khong choan cho la may, va trong khi vg
cli hai ngudi, ban cit may dua, thay déu
phan bdi, cac tap sach nay lai git dugc
long trung tin nhac lai budi thiéu thoi.
Toi gi bo bé sach, né da dan dat minh
vao duong chii nghia va dao hanh. Uong
thay, ti luc ra trudng, chit nghia tra thay,
khong biét nghe 16i sdch, nay dia vi thua,
chiic phin thua, duy ké vé chat chua tan
kho, ha dam thua ai.

Nam 1919, dugc cha me cho tién 1én

Thay loi twa
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hoc trudng Chasseloup-Laubat (nay la
trudng Lé Quy Don), t6i bat dau hu tu
dé. Gia noi trd moi ky tam ca nguyét chi
ba chuc bac, tron nién hoc la chin chuc
dong, thé ma to6i tim cach ton cho Ba toi
hon bén tram bac ndi nam dau : xin tién
mua sach, bit rang vang, hoc thém gio...
Nay do tap so chi tiéu vat do lai thay dng
S. trudc c¢6 mugn nhut nguon (1$00)
chua tra. Cau sau Da con ng minh sau
dong trudc khi budc cing xudng tau
sang Phap du hoc, nay nghiém nhién...

Ong S. 12 béc si, tién mach mot ngan
kiém trong nhap nhay, khong chap cau
Sau D. khong du tién nuoi chi Phu Dung,
toi lam sao m& miéng doi ?

Nam 1923 ra trudng biét kiém tién
nudi than, khong géi vé nha mot dong
xu cao gio, nhu vay la hu chua ? Coé
dugc bao nhiéu, tu tung ty tac, tap lam

Thay loi twa
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quen véi chi em & x6m, trong tui nhoé ke
ke mot cudn s6 tay chép khong sét chi
tiét nao. Cac chi da chét hodc gia nua,
duy so0 tay con lai. Nhiing ndm vo trat
tu nhu 1945, 1946, mac dau cé linh cdm
bién chép, bat dugc khép t6i “toan lam
Viét gian”, “toan thu tai liéu cho dich’,
néu khong bi chdt dau tha trdi song thi
cling bi m6 rudt don trau hodc cho mo
tom dudi thty phu ; tuy rang ghé ron
nhung tat I6n khoé chtia, t6i van 1én lut
ghi chép duy gidu nhét kj hon va bao gis
toi van dai, gion véi than chét ma khong
hay biét. Nhon nhit la ndm 1946, t6i tan
cu vo rudng bén ngudi vo cii, hét nup
tron xém Biling Xa-mo (Bong Thmo),
roi qua nau nuong lang Thé ¢ tén tién
dinh “Chat-bét» (Chac bi dét), (Thd goi
Ma chat, ma dott, vi cad tom qua nhiéu,
xudng song vua lui (ma chat), viia x4 ca
vao day lat (ma dott), cing khong hét).

Thay loi twa
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Hét tan cu dén hoi cu, sach vé van con,
lai dum dé ché vé mai nha cua Ba toi &
dudng Pai Ngai Chau thanh, S6c Trang
(nay la duong Hai Ba Trung). Cac tap so
con nguyeén.

Ntia ndm 1947, tinh hinh trong tinh
cang thing qud, bén nay nhu bén kia déu
ép minh phdi ra cong tac, t6i cdo binh véi
hai dang, do6i rang “di uéng thudc”, roi
tay goi tay xach chay lén Sai Gon. Ciing
tudng di it thang rdi tré vé, ngd dau tu
dé dinh goc dinh ré & ludn trén nay. Nay
dac dia, c6 nha cd ctia trong Gia Dinh,
hoa chang ngay nao theo 6ng ba, ngay ay
sé keén trong rinh rang vé trot thé.

Gig day tuoi da x€ chiéu, dom lai cdp
ho sotailiéu da day com. Mot dieu nhélai
con ti€cla cé mot xap ungy nhtit, nguyén
viét dé tréu may ong chu s& bat tai, khi
con ket 8 Hoa Tu, bi cac cht hoc tro Pao

Thay loi twa
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Chich thay minh qud trong mang ke ke
trong ndp deo sau lung, dinh chling do 1a
gidy “bo lu” (gidy xdng 100$) khién nén
mot hom no linh Tay bo rap sung ban
bum bum, tdi sg qua bo chay quén chiéc
nép trén bo van, may cha thiia dip bdc
chiéc ndp ra, thay toan la gidy vo dung,
nan long ho dét lam dudc roi nha dé luc
lao tim qua vat khdc, bay gié nhd lai toi
dau long con hon ho doét giay bac nha
bing. Nay d€ an ui, t6i dinh chiling hoac
s6 ki€p may ong chu s§ kia khong dang
dugc ghi danh trong tap ndy, hodc gid
toi con s6 do, khong béu riéu ai thi khoi
sanh oan thu. Tai hai khong kém la vao
ndm M4du than (1968), miéng roc-két roi
mai nha lam lung ngdi, mébi dun 6 trong
tu sach, lya ngay tap ho so hoi ky an tiéu
ngon lanh. Nay viét lai, chdp ndi nhiing
khoang mai an rat kho, nhung khong dai
gi ma chd moi an lan ntta. Con lai bao

Thay loi twa
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nhiéu tai liéu moi bd sot, o bé tré nén tap
ty thudt nay.

Bu qua sé6t lai, chi ton con mot chi
“HU” to tudng !

— HU tui lic nho, xa cha xa me khong
nguoi kém thuc, tién san trong tay mac
sic tung hoanh, da khong s6m tu than
lai va diu dai du bon mat vach : ttu-sac
tai-khi déu c6 cham chut, khac nao con
doi mudi nhét trong phong t6i sdp sin
bay, thay cta khong lo thoat, nhe tudng
voi dap canh vao.

— HU, vi hai 14n td minh lam d6 vo
gia dinh, hai 1an ra toa ly di, chdng qua
vi tdi mé d6 ¢ thiét hon mé con dan ba
thi€u thanh that.

— HU, vi cho dén bay gid, van chua
bo tat ich ky : c6 bao nhiéu tién ke ke

Thay loi twa
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bén tui, trong thi ép vg ép con an kham
mac mot, ngoai thi tiéu pha dan dam,
hoi hot v6i ngudi dung. Chung ban béi
khong r6 nén thudng khen 1a thanh thao
1a chuyén mon, ché ré dugc roi, nao de
ting tudi ny con mé giong tro tre cla
mu gia ban c6 ngoan chét chong kia, tin
161 mu mua cdi t6 cai chén 6m vé nha,
khéu den xem k¥ lai, céi kéu cach cach,
cai nut dudng, bay gio noi ra chi cho khoi
ba xa sam sét ngdy nga, thoi thi 1én ém
nhem dut nhét vao ket ta d€ mét minh
minh biét, 1a gia doi con mac lua tiéng
dong dua ctia my Hué. Nhé lai budi sing
dat vg dat con di ngang dudng Gia Long,
mui phd, mui ca phé chi Mai bay thom
phung phtic ma bat nhin ; di ngang rap
Casino, con xin tién mot chau ciné cling
danh long tti chéi ; nay san tién mua cua
bd dem vé, nhu vay ma dam nhan la lich
duyét, 1a 1ao luyén, la dn dut thé gian.

Thay loi twa
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— HU, vi ngay chay lat, rim va mong
mot, nhiing ngay 4y lai la ngay bong
b6t nht, rdm rat nén nao thém muodn
chuyén ta, nhiing ngay 4y xét ra toi 16i
cd 1€ lai nhiéu hon nhiing ngay thudng,
khong ai ép budc minh tu, va minh ép
lay minh, chi thém t6i doi long doéi Phit.

K& vé cai hu cta toi, at khong sao
noi cho hét, nhung biét dau chiing, cé
nguoi con hu té hon minh nhiéu nhung
ho khong khting noéi ; khong nhu minh,
tu xét “noi ra la hét t6i”, va nhiing cai hu
viia vlia, nhiing cai ngoai xem tudng nhu
hu, nhung “bén trong van con xai dugc’,
nhting thu hu ay, trudc luong tam dugc
tha thd ngay, va dugc mién t6 ; hu ma
dam noi, xét cho k¥, chua dung lua hu,
va co & la mot 16i bién minh c6 hoi ky
quac.

Thay loi twa
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Nay trong tap nay, toi rut tia dugc
bao nhiéu cai hai cia dai, xin két lam mot
xau chudi 1an “sam hoi”, mot xau trang
hat ! Bu6n vui dau khd an nan 1an 10n.
Nhiing nhan vat cd tén trong tép, xin ai
kia khi doc tip nay, dling thdi long tim
vét, nhiing nhan vat ay, nhiéu vi da danh
dau thoi dai, nay da lui vao di vang, xin
dling c6 moi ra ntia. Duy nhiing nét tot
duc lanh, ciing nhu nhiing tat xau thoéi
nho, tiéng thom ti€ng lanh, toi co git y
nhu da nghe thay-va-dugc-biét, va xin
chép lai dung su that, goi ghi dau mét
thoi budi da qua, dé€ lam guong cho hiu
thé. Xin diing lam tudng t6i cé y béu
ri€u hodc thiia dip néi xdu mot ngudi
nao. Toi xin thua t6i chi mudn ton trong
su that, va hoan toan khong acy. Xin doc
gia dling tim hi€u xa hon nhiing gi toi
muodn noi va da viét.

Thay loi twa
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Ké& vé cung mang theo s6 tu vi, 6ng
ban qua c6 Phan Vin Vinh nam 1958,
ciing nhu 6ng T6 Nguyén Nguyén Tho
Duc nam 1976, da cham, thi t6i san co ;

— Thién hu, t6i hiéu theo toi, 1a tdnh
troi hu san ;

— Tué pha, t6i dich riéng cho t6i, la
tanh an xai 16n;

— Liém trinh, (phai chang t6i c6 tanh
noéng, nhung biét git duc do ?)

— Tham lang, phai chang la ban tanh

ham thich ctia ngon va ua noi sa da.

Toi khong thém bdét, ndi bao nhiéu
ay nghiém ra déu triang phong phéc. Ban
Vinh va 6ng Tho Duc nay déu rt nhau
xuong dudi dy, vay toi xin hen khi nao
gdp nhau sé dang mot tiéng khen. Cai hu
cua toi phai chdng la tién dinh ?

Thay loi twa
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Nh¢ lai, luc trude téi thi 1én ngach
trén dén bay lan, ma lan nao hé quan lay
sau thi toi dau thu bay, néu lay bon thi
toi dau thu nam. Cho hay d6 ciing la tién
dinh, vi néu dau thi nay néu khong bi
mo tom, at cling sach v& gidy ma bi mat,
bi tich ; cdi r6t cua toi la vay may so troi.
Va ciing la m¢t trong nhiing chuyén “Tai
ong thit ma”. “Canh buo6m bé hoan ménh
mang, Cai phong ba khéo cgt phudng
lgi danh”. Céu tho cti &y deo dudi toi gan
hon nua ki€p ngudi. Nay da thoat vong
loi danh, hoi tudng lai toat mo hoi lanh
| Xuat than lam tho ky cho Tay, tai hoi
dau vé huu van mot tho ky khong hon
khong kém, moét thong phan gia dé nhi
hang, nghi lai hoa tiic cudi : «dng chang
ra Ong, thing chang thing». May nhg thi
khong d4u, ma khoi pham 16i 16n. Lam
mot phan gia quét bu-r6 chua phai la toi
trong, va con dugc viét ldng nhang, ai

Thay loi twa
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dam goi hé thi rét [a vo phude ? Xét ra
lac trude toi cat dau khong 1én, va van bi
chung ém, dé dau gianh chd, mét phan
cling vi c6 tanh hay chong chéi véi ké bé
trén, va cho dén gia van con tanh ciing
c0i, ua cy nu va it biét phuc tung, nhtt la
khi ké bé trén & dn bat chanh thi toi day
it chiu gidu gitim.

Duy nhé sanh ndm cop (Nham dan :
1902) va sanh vao gi¢ dan (bon gio rudi
sang), thay s6 cho rang nhd vy, nén it ai
hai ndi.

Tuc thudng vi : “tot khoe, xau che”
Va khong ai dai khui cdi hu cdi xau cta
minh ra cho thé gian ché nhao. V& chang
tdm than bé mon, néu néi theo nha Phit,
vi v6i hot cat nho song Hang cling chua
dugc, ha tat hon ai ma ddm lén mdt thay

Thay loi twa
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doi ? Tuy vay nho song lau 1én lao lang,
trot ngoi chi€éu nén phai an noi theo
cho ngoi. Toi thay nhiéu ngudi tré vé
gia thudng viét hoi ky béu thom. Toi lai
muon riéng béu xau. Trudc khi vac da
liéng ngudi, xin xét ky, néu qua khong
nho bon, thi xin ci choi.

Poc sach doc truyén, thudng thay
lay tram nam lam han. T6i cho nhu vay
la vugt buc va qua tham. Song dugc dén
tudi nay, da la nhiéu, va néu thém dugc
ngay nao xin cd ké do 1a 1ai caa troi cho.
Va lai, dudng di cling chua biét dén dau
la cung tot thi t0i gi phai that cong dém
ngay dém nam.

Tap chuyén viét xong, ban dau lya
nhan la “M¢t kiép ngugi’, sau do doi
“Anh Vuong ty thudt”, nhung tat ca déu

Thay loi twa
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chua viia y. Sau x6a hét, va chon : “Hon
nua doi hu”

Viét tai Gia Dinh, Van Dudng Phu,
ngay 10-07-1974

(21 thang 5 nam Gidp dan).

Xem lai thang 5 nam 1992

Vuong Hong Sén cin tu.

Thay loi twa
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1. HON NUA POI HU

Hiéu theo trong Nam Hon ntia d&i
hu, cé nghia 1a hon phan nua
doi ngudi, chua lam gi nén than. Giong
hang tom, giam mam mudi, ré rang hon
; da qua nua doi ngudi, hdng nén than gi
rao troi!

Hon ntia doi, biét lam sao ma dinh ¢
Bén muci nam mudi cling dugc, qua sau
bay muoi cling biét dau chting ¢ Thoi thi
dé do, khi dap nap quan sé hiéu.

1. Hon nira doi hw



34 | Vwong Hong Sén

Chuyén t6i viét, bat dau tti nam sanh
(1902) dén nam di day hoc 6 Hué vé
(1967), thay nhdn qua nén & nha, ché du
stic hoat dong. Con dudng da trdi, cling
dai kha bdn, ké tu6i dau cho dén nay da
trén bdy muoi, nhu vay 1é ddng nén goi,
néu mai nay chét, 1a “tron mot dsi hu’
mdi phai.

Nhu con bac trang mot canh bai vé
khuya, da g6 von 16i, vi “nén” dugc vao
may ngay chot vay xin cho t6i ghi “Hon
nta doi hu” lam nhan sach.

Tudng “viét d€ lai cho con la Bao”
nhung nay in thanh siach cé nhiéu mat
cung xem, nhu vdy “Hon ntia doi hu” la
phai.

Ngoai troi mua, dém van lanh. Gié
mudt ti té, mat gia mi udt. Toéi chuoc doi
hai nhung, mdc thém mot 16p 4o am, lai
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ngoi ban viét :
Dém nay gio bac mua dam,

Dén khuya mot bong, bong lam véi dém

Dudi Mai Tay, ngon den dién cu reo
vui v6i may con thiéu than ty sat. Song
clia m§ suong che mat khu phé may
ting cao.

Con méo tam thé di an vung bi hang
x0m chém tét méng chan trudc, dang
nam rén hi hi trén dau ta sdch. Via viét
dén day, t6i doc 16n. Con meéo nhudng
mat tudng to6i ngod 16i an Gi, nén hoa
am may tiéng hu hu, tg chiéc am gan
so0i. Bong t6i doi sang giong 16n, khong
may ém tai, tdi thay vanh tai con miéu
dang xu lai vanh lén, trdn con miéu nhédn
nhdn, tam thé tya ho bung bao da: “Lao
Vuong nay chudng, chung cho vé huu
cling phai ; Lao lai nhai nhiing gi rong
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tuéch, chang bu méa Nam, n6i nhiing 15i
dang gia, hta cho an thi no bung dén
phat ach, ham danh don thu nhti ti nén
than ; Biia nay lao viét giong gi niia day,
chi hai ton giay ?”

Ay &6, trén bay muoi ma con bi
ché méo xai xé, héi phai hu chua ? Lac
nho vi mé doc van Anatole France nén
vudng cai nghiép cua lao gia Ba Tri nay.
Tuy khong hi€u hét nhiing cau sau sac
cta lao, nhung lai thich cdi giong trich
thugng ntia dua nua that, hoi cay mot
ti thoi, vita nhe viia tham, hiéu duogc
md& nao, tham y danh dui céi chat ? Thu
vi nhut, doc mai khong chén la b “Le
crime de Sylvestre Bonnard”, va doan ly
ky nhtt trong sach 1a ché dién ta cach
bdo an ddp nghia cua chi a hué khoi, ntia
doi tai sac trudc ngheo xo xac dén nodi
phai tru ngu trén gac thugng ctia lao han
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lam nay, r6i sau dung mdt 6ng hoang
giau sang khong may hoi, truc nhé on
xua ldo han tdng mdt chén xup khi doi
lanh, nay biét lao ham sach bén sai con
om dén nha dém No-en dang cho lao
mot cudn sach qui dung trong bong mot
khuc g6 cti chuyén doc that la khoai tra.
Chuong trong sach tya la “La buche de
Noel’, ai mudn thudng thiic hay tim ma
doc. Nay t6i mugn y viét tdp nay mé dau
truyén “Anh Vuong tu thuat”

*

Drting chén ngodnh lai trdi non niidc,
Mot mdnh tinh riéng : ta vdi ta.

(Tho Ba huyén Thanh Quan “Qua Déo
Ngang”)

1. Hon nira doi hw



38 | Vwong Hong Sén

Pém nay, c¢6 sao hai cau tho trén
nhu thoéi mién t6i, nhu viong van tam
hon, ngam di ngam lai mai khong biét
chan. Bu6i dau hom dn miing sinh nhut,
1€ trung tho that thap tam tué, Nam dang
chén rugu mung khién cam dong, doc
giong con cay. Néu doi quen lay tram
ndm lam han, thi ki€p s6ng minh ké da
hon ntia d6 dudng, trdi cho thém dugc
ngay nao, k€ nhu la 1di. Phan con lai,
khong nén tham nhiéu. O hay ! Lén chéi
dinh tu hoi nao ? Va sé lan doc xudng
trién dugc bao lau nita ¢ That 1a khong
sao nhd xiét Va xiét bao boi hoi. Lén dén
chot dinh tat da dang cao. Lén cao roi
phai ha. Mai nay cat budc do lan dudng
xuong. Tuc nhién cau tho tic canh Deo
Ngang ba Thanh Quan lam san ma né
pht hop v6i canh ngd ctia minh lam sao
¢ Am anh la phai.
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bém da veé khuya, tu bé ldng 1€ ; rat
phdi dip cho minh chiém nghiém viéc
daéi. Thi bd ban toan tinh s6 : 16 hay 104,
trudc gid gac dau vé nui, ta phai biét dé
ma lo liéu.

Nha hién thoi dang &, truyén dén toi
da hon ba doi. Thé ma minh van tudng
la mot dich dinh tam, diing chén dém
nay dé mai ndy trdy budc. Noi phong
bén canh, me con chiing dang ngon giac.
Hoi thé déu déu cta mdt mé toéc bong
ctia ngudi hién phu va lan moi son cua
tré. Nhé dén tré, cuc mau tham tinh
duy nhit, da con mudn mang ma ciing
la cai moc an chiu véi doi cua toi. Bao
nhiéu tinh yéu budi thanh xuan da nhu
giot suong budi sing bao nhiéu ngudi
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thuong ci da rét roi hodc nam yén noi
bén kia trién doc : me to6i mat nam 1913,
toi biét khoc ti€c ngudi hién mau khi
tudi dd vita mudoi mot. Nam tan cu 1946
khi hoi cu v€ nha thi chiu tang cau toi.
Nhung chua tham bang nam 4y mat dda
em trai mudi chin tudi, Vuong Hién
Vinh, tuy khac me nhung xem dudng
rut thit. Lam thanh nién tién phong,
lanh gidc Tay rut chan theo dong chi,
dang cti rét hanh, tron linh Tay nhay vao
bui 6 ro, Tay di mat la tu than vdi dén,
Vinh thé hoi cudi ciing, nay nam xuong
lac loai con vui dau dé noi cu lao Dung
lanh 1éo0, chua dugc mang vé. Thai gian
mai nhu vay, khi hét chién tranh, dé gi
tim thay xac.

Ba tdi tam muoai sau tudi, mat nam
1961, la ngudi than yéu khod tam cudn
s6 nay. Hon Me c6 linh, phach Ba dau
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hién, lai v6i may di va muoi dtia em trai
sanh chua kip ddt tén da tré vé am canh,
bao nhiéu ay la c6t nhuc tinh tham nay
gom lai lam mu¢i may nim md nam lap
xup trén dat nha ¢ S6c Trang, xin hay
vé cung tdi dém nay nhdp chén miing
trung tho. Nhung xin dung lam dong
gidc ngu ngay tho phong bén canh. Hién
thé va Bdo con, hay ngt cho ngon, mai
ndy ching minh sé trady mot khuc dudng
mdéi la con dai lam.

Toi khodc thém do am, kéo ghé tranh
boéng den, dém nay nguyén thtic viét cho
that nhiéu, kélai cudc doi da qua, luu lai
cho vo hién con tho dugc biét.

O ho ? Tubi chéng cho ta...

Toi nghe nhiéu ngudi phan nan, cho
rang khong hoi dau nhac lai chuyén ca.

1. Hon nira doi hw



42 | Vwong Hong Sén

Cai gi da qua, hay dé cho n6é qua. Hay
nhin téi tuong lai méi phai.

Tuong lai ! Tuong lai ! Cach nay
ba chuc nam, tdi cling say mé vé tuong
lai, vé ngay mai sé dén. Nhung trdi qua
nhiéu bién co, ti ndm 1945 cho dén nay,
tu6i mon chong chit, tuy chua dén dé
chon chan moi goi, tuy van con di b
hang cay s6 khong mét, ngdi ddnh may
sudt ngay khong dau lung, nhung quay
dau ngo lai budi da qua, mdi thay cai hay
cta di vang.

Dbadi van khong cay nghiét gi vai toi.
Toi phai biét ghi 4n ring doi da danh
riéng cho t6i khd nhiéu hanh phuc.
Nhung khi ai kia nhac dén buoi tuong
lai, bong khién tdi lai bui ngui lo sg. Bat
gidc toi lai hoi tudng téi chuyén dau dau.
Toi da hét trong cay vao tuong lai, va néu
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phai uéc mong, hoa la g&i hét vao cai dau
non va mé toéc xanh cua tré dang say giac
nong bén canh.

Xin on trén ban t6i thém vai tudi, co
thi gid du thay dua tré nén nguoi.

Lao Vuong trén Quy Phi sang

1. Ho'n niwra doi hw
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2. KIENG HQ VUONG
O SOC TRANG

I. Lai lich

Ho Vuong ctia chung t6i, chi & Soc
Trang, von xudt than ti tay trang.

Xét cho kf, khong lam gi co6 gia pha
dé lai. Su dy cting dé hiéu :

a) Ong t6 clia chiing tdi, — chi biét
dugc dén doi dng so, tiic khong hon nam
doi - ti Trung Quoc sang dat Mién roi
dat Viét mot khi tach budc ra di trén con

2. Kiéng ho Vwong & Séc Trdang
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dudng vo dinh - noéi ra khong sg xau da
dan than trén dudng luu lac, phiéu luu,
di tha huong cau thuc, di dé tim lé séng
ma tai noi nhau rin khong sao tim thay,
noi thang ra, di hoang lam vay, thi cin gi
dem theo gia pha ? Giat lung cai t& tdc
phéi 4y chi thém béan chin vudng cing,
ich gi ? Va thuong thay cho nhiing ngudi
lang thang trén budc giang ho.

b) Pén dsi 6ng nodi chung toi, san
tanh ban bach kiéu nhan, dam dung lam
tua-hia (dai ca) ctia chi nhanh Thién Dia
Hoi tai S6c Trang, thi cang khong nén
cat gili gia pha trong nha. Noi xut la qué
ngudi, thu nhiéu ban it, da quyét chi
chong triéu dinh Man Thanh, thi dau cé
bao nhiéu gia pha cling phai tht tiéu, dé
tranh lién luy gia dinh the tu.

c) Ho Vuong, tiéng rang sang, kéu
lam, gidon lam, nhung cé giau chang
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la giau hai chi@ “thanh ban”. TU 6ng so
xuong dén o6ng cod, lang bat ky ho, lam
mién du an la d& miing, déo bong chi cai
gia pha, ching cudi : “sang khong phai

X3

chod’,

d) Thué do, truéc day mot thé ky,
song trén dat la, viing Soc Trang viia méi
phat, viéc khai hoang chua hoan thanh, &
chung dung véi ngudi Mién ngudi Tho,
ho quen dung bua ngai ta thuat, khi thu
da trau v6 day bung ma chét, khi tru éo
dung thién linh cai bat hon, dé tranh cac
tai hoa di kia, muon song yén lanh vo
sy, tat nhién phai giau tén giau ho, mai
danh an tich la hon. Cho nén néi chung,
tai Mién Nam chung t6i khong cé tuc lap
gia pha, vi xét rang td toc phai c6 ghi tén
ho ndm sanh ndm ti cta 6ng ba dé€ lai
rui lot vao tay ké thit mudn hai minh thi
qua la lgi it hai nhiéu, nén khong lap. T
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gia pha xét ky ra, chi danh cho cac dong
ho 16n nao song noi thai binh yén dinh,
khong gdp canh loan ly.

Tuy vay khong phdi ngudi mién Nam
khong biét quy trong td tién, duy khong
chép ra thanh sich. Ngudi toc trudng
ctia mdt ho thuong thudc nam long dé
truyén khiu gitia con chau hoac ky hon,
dung thé giti kin ghi nhiing ngay ky hay
gid quai, va it khi bang long lay ra cho
nguoi ngoai toc xem.

Sau day, toi xin tom tat nhiing gi toi
tiing nghe phu than t6i thuat lai vé chi
ho Vuong 6 S6¢ Trang, dong 6ng Vuong
Thoai la 6ng c6 ctia chung t6i.

— Kévé childn, thi dugce biét van 6 tai
Phudc Kién (Trung Hoa), va cé thé noi,
gom trong mudi lam chi : “Phudc Kién
tinh, Tuyén Chau phu, Pong An huyén,
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Lam Mé thén, Quan Khdo ly”. Nhu vy,
khong phéi bat cti ngudi nao hé sanh
tai Phudc Kién va cuing mét ho Vuong
1a mot dong véi chiang toi. Phai sanh tu
Lam Mé thon, tti Quan Khao ly méi du
diéu kién.

Bay gio thd hoi : Mot ngudi nhu
t6i, mau Hoa pha mau Viét da bon dai,
khong ndi dugc tiéng Phudc Kién, gid
tht cé dip qua bén 4y, vay ché c6 nhin
dong tong dong tanh véi ngudi bén ay
dugc ching ? Gidy td chiing minh khong
€O, nOi miéng tai ai tin ?

Va lai nhin ba con & xa mut bén
Tau dé€ lam gi ? Khi da xa cach nhau
suot nhiéu doi, dau tinh dam clng hoéa
lot ; thém van dé ngdn ngit bat dong,
phong tuc cach an thoéi & khong giong,
“y dn xi-dau, t6i hup nudc mam’, lai niia
tinh Phudc Kién la dat tiém nhiém lau
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nam cha nghia khéc véi t6i. Vuong nay
Vuong kia, t6i tuéng gap nhau e khong
dam ngdé ngay mat ché ding noéi chi
chuyén bat tay nhau nhin mét ho mot
dong. Gdp nhau, cau thi Hoc Lac ngam

sudng : “Héa An-nam, lit khdch trii”... ri
hué. Khong néi thém dugc ntia 16i.

Khong phai cot y dé khoe khoang,
nhung Ba t6i c6 thuét lai rang xua kia
kiéng ho Vuong ¢ Phudéc Kién vén cé
dia vi kha. Gita triéu Thanh dang thinh
cling khong bi bac dai. Mot chi tiét nhé
: Thud ay, cdp 1ong dén gidy treo trudc
ctia, dugc phép ké mot chit Vuong duy
nhat, thay vi cac ho khac phai viét kem
chit “pht”, ty du Pham pht, Tran phu,
Quach phu, v.v... Va d6 la déc an duong
nhu do ba Tay Thai Hau ban ra, vi ba cho
rang hé Vuong thi ¢ phti la ¢6 nhién, ha
tat viét du chi “pha”. Mot giai thoai khac
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thuét luon la cling ba Tay Hau khi sap
hang nhiing mudi tam tinh danglé khanh
tho cho ba, thi tinh Phuéc Kién dugc sap
ding dau vi chi “Phuéc” khong thé sap
sau chit khac.

M6t dac an khac danh cho chi ho
Vuong quan & Quan Khao ly, 1a dugc
dung bon chi “Khai Man dé nhut” la
bién treo nha, vi tuong truyén ho nay
xua kia cé cong khai phda mé mang dat
Maén (Phudc Kién), bién hoang dia thanh
luong dién. N6i d€ nghe choi ché khong
dam vé vién nhiéu, bang sac dau c6 hong
chung minh, khodc lac la toi. Khong nén
“thdy ngudi sang, bat quang lam ho’,

— Nay noéi v€ chi thad 1a chi xuat
duong, von cung mét dau 6ng so. Hién
biét c6 ba chi & ba chd khac nhau : chi
Nam Vang, chi Gia Dinh, chi S6c Trang.
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Nhung da tan lac, chua thay ngay trung
phung.

1) Ong s0 ( 2- ?). Khuyét danh, khu-
yét ngay sanh, ngay tl. Gié chung véi ba
so, huy nhut : ngay hai muoi 1dm thdng
chap am lich.

Theo Ba t6i ké lai, ban dau 6ng sang
ngu dat Nam Vang, nhung ké ti nam
nao khong rd. V€ sau, chi ndy tach ra
moét nhanh xuéng dinh cu & dat Gia
Dbinh. Hién chi nay 6 dau ¢ Khi lén viéng
Sai Gon d6 nam 1901, Ba t6i c6 gap, hai
dang nhin nhau mung mung tai tai roi
cling chia tay tu dé roi bat vo am tin,
ciing khong biét dia chi dé€ lién lac, nay
ké nhu thét lac, mit con ching hay. Tu
ngay toi 1én & Gia Dinh, tdi c6 gang hdi
tham nhung chua gap mot ai chi bao.

Ong so ching t6i 8 Nam Vang mot
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thoi gian khong biét bao nhiéu lau, bong
nhé chén com luu lac dong gbt giang ho,
lai mot gbi mot xach, mot than mot minh,
cat budc lén dudng mot phen niia. Co
1€ nghe 161 don dai nén chuyén nay, ong
xuéng Mién Ba Thac (nay c6 miéu ths &
Chg Cii Bai Xau), Tho goi Sroc Bassac,
hodc sroc khléang, la tén cti xt Soc Tring
(nay la Khanh Hung, Ba Xuyén'). Thué
dé, viia hon mot thé ky, vung ndy la mot
dong rudéng ménh mong, ngudi thua
riing nhiéu, dat t6t “lam khong hét” ca
tom, thit ring khéi mua manh ai nay
bat, d&i song dé dai nhu canh thién dang,
khién ong lua gét lai day, lap thém mot
gia dinh nifa v6i ba so chung t6i. G nhu
vay bao lau khong biét, ro6i dén luc tuoi
gia suc yéu, biét da gan ngay quay dau vé
nui, 6ng ben “qui c6 huong” roi mat ludn
bén ay. C4 nén trach 6ng hai lan tao lap

1 Ba Xuyén : tén goi thoi VNCH, nay la S6c Trang.
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gia dinh r6i bo vé chét & bén Tau khong
¢ Xin dap rang khong. Ong va ching 1a
nguidi Phudc Kién. Thap canh bay xa dé
th stc, khi stc kiét thi bay vé 6 cii. “Phu
quy khong vé lang thi khdc ndao do gam
mdc dém”. Ngudi Au khi xua di lap Tan
thé giGi cling thé. Néu da trét dé lai hai
noi hai giot mau tuoi, thi may thay troi
sanh troi dudng, hai giot ay hoa dom két
trai chdu chit n6i dong, bon phan ké sau
phai nhé cau “mdc bon thuy nguyén”
Dau t6i qud hu, ciing khong dam budc
toi ong, duy dam hdi “Sao 6ng khong
noéi cting khong d€lai dau tich nao ?” Ho
tén d€ khuyét, vay xin gid dng chung véi
ba. M 6ng 6 bén Tau, c6 con hay da san
bang 14y cho trong rau cd ? Mo ¢ nguoi
gili gin am cung hay da xiéu lac mo ho-
ang ? Ong hiy yén gidc ngan thu. Tai S6¢
Trang, ching t6i van giti nhang khaéi déu
déu va gi6 quai khong so sét.
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Ba so ( ?- ?) - Ciang khong biét ho
tén va khong biét luén ndm sanh nam
tt, duy nghe dén lai ngay gio la ngay hai
muoi lam thang chap. Nhd mot chi tiét
nhod cé thé truy nguyén nim mat 13 Ba
toi c6 ndi ba tli tran ddang ndm 6ng noi
ching téi dugc mudi ldm tuoi dau. Va
chang 6ng noi todi sanh nam 1848. Cong
thém mudi [am ndam nia la ndm 1863.
Ba t6i ké lai lich st ctia ba chi cé chay
giac : hét gidac Tho day dén giac Tay qua
lay nudc. Viéc nay trung hgp, vi ndm
Tay xdm chiém ba tinh Mién Tay dung
la nam 1862. Toi nghiép ba chay mai tho
chua hét mét, ké ba gap mot tran bao to
boi ti€p. Than gia stic mon, tai nao chiu
ndi ¢ Phan thi lanh, phan thi sg, phan
thiéu thuoc men, thi€u san soc, nén ba
sd chung to6i tat hoi thé trong canh hai
hung, duy ba khoéi thdy nudc nha mat
doc lap, lot vao tay Tay.
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Chi em ba ca thay bon ngudi : ba 1a
chi ca, ké 1a me vg 6ng Chau Duc, ké niia
l1a me 6ng Luu Hy, va ut chét la me vo xa
Soc.

Con ctia SOc¢ la xa Kdln, ngudi nay co
lap mot ganh hat du ké tuc hat cai luong
Khmer. Nhu vay chi ngoai nay cé mot
nhanh tr§ vé nguon, tré lai Khmer. D6
la nhiing gi Ba t6i thuat lai v€ bon chi em
cua ba so chung t6i, con ho tén la gi, Ba
toi cting khong biét.

Nay md cua ba van nam 1én s& dat
ctia me vg 6ng Chau Dric. Cudc dat giong
(cuong) ndy, Tho goi s6¢ Phno Tin, cach
xa chg S6¢ Trang do bay tam cdy s6 ngan.
Phai chiang day 1a vi tri xém xua ba & ?
Phai chang day la qué ngoai ctia 6ng noéi
chung t6i ?

Ném trudc day, nhon dip 1€ Thanh
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Minh, t6i cd vé tdo md thi thay thi thay
cudc dat nay da thay doi cht. Con chau
ong Chau Dic da sang nhugng cho mot
Hué kiéu tén 1a Xiéu (Thiéu). Ong ndy
lap noi day mot sanh phan vi dai, may
sao ngdi mo lup xup cta ba so chung toi
khong an, nén dugc chu dat méi dé nam
yén cho6 cti. Khong nhu cac mo t6 tién
khéc chon noi Trudng dua, von 1a dat ng-
hia dia thi, nhung dén nam 1964, chanh
quyén can mé& rong san phi trudng va ra
linh sung cong, budc long ching toi phai
hét cot dem vé dit nha noi miéng ray
sau chua ba Tu Dinh, dudng ct di Bac
Liéu, an tang lai. Phen ndy cau xin nam
d6 dugce vinh vién.

2) Ong c6 ( 2-1882) — Huy la Thoai
(Thuy), mat tai Soc Tring ngay mong
ndm thang mudi nam Nham ngo (1882).
Van khong ro na ai sanh, chi biét khi mat
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tudi x4p xi bay muoi. Vé dat st ctia 6ng,
van khong biét nhiéu, chi biét khi ong
biét minh sap lia doi, thi vi m¢ cha & bén
Tau nén 6ng ciing vé Tau cho chét. Bao
nhiéu cta cdi lam ra, 6ng chia lai mé
nhim dé€ bén ndy, con tién mit danh
dum, (Ba t6i ndi khong nhiéu chi d¢ vai
bangan), ong c6 t6i 6m hét xudng thuyén
truc chi c6 huong. Khi vé téi xu s&, Ong
tim nha quen xin & tam va gaéi tron so
tién cho chu nha cat giti. Tai hoa dau xay
dén thinh linh. C6 mét dda chau ho goi
ong bdng béc, nd biét 6ng co tién, nén
muu meo long tréo th€ nao ma ngudi
cht nha dua hét cho né. Thé 1a 6ng da bi
cudp sach tién, roi lam sao khi 6ng mat
lay gi lam ma chay tong tdng ¢? Ngudi chu
nha mudn cho ém chuyén va ciing dong
long trac 4n, thuong ngudi ngay mac
nan, mot phan 16i tai minh nhe da, nén
sau d6 tang 16 phi khuyén ong kip tré ve
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dat Nam, bé gi cling con con con chau.

Thud 4y di duong bién hét stc gian
nan. Tau sit viing chai chua cd. Tu Ao
mon (Phudéc Kién) muon sang Nam dia,
chuyén di chuyén vé déu tuy mua gio6
thuan. Moéi 14n vuot bién la vai van Troi
Phat, ché thuyén gbé chay buém, mang
khong qua ba phan, viéc may rti khong
sao ludng trudc. Xuong thuyén khong ai
dam ndi mot 16 bat kinh va luon luon lay
dtc tin va tin nguéng lam stic manh ché
che. Tai nha t6i hién nay con git hai vat
ky niém cua 6ng, do 1a mdt buc tugng
Quan D¢ vé thiy mac?, va mdt tugng
Phat Quan am ngy trén toa sen, tugng
ndy voc nhoé bang vo hop quet diém va
lam bédng g6 tram dung trong hdp tram,
tuong truyén moi lan 6ng c6 toi vé Tau
déu mang theo noi c6, qua téi xd, tim

2 Xin xem trd lai cuén S6 tay ngudi choi c6 ngoan, truong
355... v€ buc tranh nay.
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dén dong sudi O chui (6 thiy) nhtng
vao ldy hén (hung) va quy trong nhu bau
vat do mang cé nhiéu phép la. Chuyén
trd vé Nam may qua dugc binh yén vo
su va khi thuyén cdp bén noi Chg Ci
Bdi Xau, thi 6ng co t6i gugng 1én bs vao
xin ¢ ddu noi nha 6ng Xa Bién la mot
tay giau c6 16n, 6 xd6m Hoc Kién (Phudc
Kién). Xdm ndy con chdu lai khach van
con ¢ dong dac tuy khong sum mau
bang xua, va bén ddu thuyén buom nay
con gdp di tich, vi ndm trudc day khi
d& nha ba ngoai téi & x6m nay, khi dao
xuong sau con gap vo s6 da cuodi 16t nén
to bang cai thung cai cbi va nguyén la da
khi xua dung dé neo tau buom hoac dé
dan luon cho dé luét song khi tau ché
qua nhe. Ba ngoai t6i mdt lai dung lam
nén nha thi viing chic vo cung. Ong noi
chung t6i dugc tin lat dat vong rudc cod
toi v€ nha, luc ay 6 trén dat mudn, vi tri
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nay la goc dudng Champeau cit xém nha
ong Xuong Ha dung véi day pho trét cua
cha s ho Soc Trang luc ay. Ruéc duge
ong c6 t6i vé, ong ndi toi da tung lai cang
tung thém ; nha sach tién, cé bao nhiéu
khong dt chay thudc chay thay cho c6
toi, da vay thém 6ng ndi td6i mang binh
hat 16n. Nhung Ba t6i ké lai a phién hoi
dé ré ré. Mdi lan Ba t6i di mua, mdt ngao
16n bang vo so dung day thudc. Ba toi lac
chuyén van khong chay giot nao vi thudc
ddc sét, that ngon ma gid chi cé may xu
chua day mot cac bac (0$10), trong khi
cac tién 6ng ngay nay mua lén mua lut
mot ky 16 gia trén bac triéu ma con gép
thudc pha thudc long. (Mua mac ma con
bi an gian, thém nguy hiém vi linh bat
dugc thi thuoc tién déu mat).

Khi ay 6ng noi t6i nhé lai c6 htin véi
ong huong hao Tho ca hai chung von lap
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mdt trai hang, ban hom (quan tai). Ong
Tho nay sau khuat, ngudi vg tai gia tré
nén ba chu Hu, van lam chu trai hang
X6m Lo Heo & mé kinh nhé sau nha ba
Pha An. Luc bé tho khi con & S6c Trang
toi c6 dén x6m nay va tling biét mdt ca
hai ba (ba Phi An va ba cha Ha). Vi
ngheo qud khong tién mua tho cho cha,
nén Ong ndi toi xin rd hun, tdi nghiép,
phéan htin chia von ven dugc mot cd quan
tai kiéu mang c4 g6 danh moc. Ong c6
toi hay dugc rat mling long vi trudc sau
ong van muon dugc chon theo nghi thiic
Trung Hoa. Toi nghié¢p chut hy vong nhé
buoi doi tan suyt tiéu theo may khoi, vi
hom da hia ban cho moét hiéu buén & 16i
x6m, mua dé€ danh cho ngudi than. May
sao nhd khéo noi, nén hi¢u bBuc Phong
cho thinh vé dé mai tang 6ng c6 chung
toi.
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Nhung s6 6ng con lan dan chua dut.
Tam muoi hai ndm sau, ndm 1964, nha
nudc sung cong dit chd ong nam dé néi
rong phi truong. Khi dao sau xudng do
hai thugc Tay, thi gap nap quan tai. Don
rang hom danh moc chiu no6i thién nién,
nhung day van da hu muc mdng lan cé
cho da lang, cé 1é cho do la dac ché cho
nao 16i thi con lanh 1€, ché tht thi g6 con
vang lu6m, dung la huynh dan hay sao
da méi bén va chiu dung dudng dy. Than
6i ! Van hom tuy con, nhung xuong cot
da muc nat tii bao gig, tan ra chi con lai
trong hom nhiing cuc dat mau den den.
Khi 1ay c6t phai can than tu chat, hot
lugm that ky nhiing cuc dat den, dugc
bao nhiéu dung vao quiach nho bang gb
sao son 16p trong mau do, roi kinh cian
doi vé an tang noi dit mo nha. O ho !
Thud sanh tién tranh danh doat lgi lam
gi ¢ Danh ma chi ? Lgi ma chi ? Khi nam
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xudng, dat cuc trd vé dat cuc.

Trudc sau chua day tram nam ! (Nam
chon 1882, ndm lay cot 1964).

Bao nhiéu viéc ké trén day cho phép
toi néi gia dinh ching t6i budi ban so rat
la chat vat, han vi co cuc dén thé la cuing,
vé Soc Trang, ong cd toi ha sanh dugc
bon ngudi con, hai trai hai gai :

— Pau long la ba Vuong Thi Chi ;

— Trudéng nam la 6ng ndi t6i, Ong
Vuong Bién ;

— Thti nam la Vuong La, tén khac la
Vuong Bau ;

— Ngudi gai ut 1a ba Vuong Thi Cudi
(Vuong Thi Qué).

Chi 6ng Vuong La, con chdu con
dong, van cé nha ctia noi ray t6 phu gan
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s& ray mo ctia gia dinh chung t6i, nhung
thay déu chuong nghé nong va sinh séng
hoan toan theo ngudi Minh Huong,
chuyén viéc trong cai trong rau, khong
ngudi nao theo nghé nghién but. Tuy
hai chi khong xich mich, nhung chi 6ng
Vuong La it [én xudng véi chi ching t6i :
an phan tha thudng, com ai nay an, nha
ai nay 0, su lanh lung, néu c6, phat sanh
c6 1é tli khi 6ng c6 t6i nam xudéng ma chi
c6 mot minh chi 16n lo viéc hiéu.

Ong Vuong La sanh 6ng Vuong Hu
va Hu sanh c6 Hai Chin.

Vé6i ba k€ that, 6ng Vuong La sanh
hai gai : ba Vuong Thi Xung 6 Rach Goi
(S6c Trang) va ba Vuong Thi Chia, 6
trén ray.

Ong Vuong La dugc c6 toi cung
nhiit, cho ding bd 1am chu ray vuon, vi
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khen : “Biét chi tha lam &n”, khong nhu
ong noéi chung t6i, tuy lam cha 16 thg
bac, c6 vg c6 con dang hoang, nhung hut
a phién va ham mé c6 bac”. Khong de khi
ong co téi lam chung, chinh ngudi con
khoéng tin cay, “hut va c6 bac” ay, dung
ra chon cat.

Va nhu véy, khi gdn nham mét, 6ng
cd t6i con vai viéc chua toai nguyén :

— Dtia chau bén Tau phén bdi, cudp
doat tién Ong,

— Dtia con viia long bén nay, van biét
an ctia ma khong git tron hiéu dao.

Mot niém an i chét gan nhu bat
ngd, s6 ong khong dugc chon bén Tau
thé ma tot phudc, vi chon & dat Viét nhu
vdy ma am cung, con chung toi git viéc

khéi nhang.
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Ba c6 ( ?— 1875) — Ba c6 dé tén lai :
Diép Thi Canh.

B4 mit trudc 6ng, vao nim At Hoi
(1875). Huy nhut : mong ba thang chin.
Nim At Hgi nha ho Vuong c6 1& dé tha
hon trudc, cho nén ba dugc chon trong
quan tai danh moc kiéu mang ca. Mo cua
ba khi con nam trén cudc dat Trudng
DPua, tuy m6 bang dat nhung dap nam
that cao va that 16n. M¢ nay hai lan bj
dung cham :

Lan dau, khong r6 ndm nao. Nguyén
khi tang, vi tin 16i thay dia ly Tau, nén
chon theo bon gdéc hom bon cai hoa 1o
bdang dat, tin rang nhd stic nong cha
“lta”, con chau sé phat dat sém. Sau dgi
mai khong thay hiéu nghiém, trdi lai thay
trong ho c6 nhiéu ndng x4t xao xdo, nén
bdn toc hai lai, va dong y cay lay bon cai
hoa 16 ra. Ciing khong dung md bia noi
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dau mo nhu trudc nia.

DPay ciing vi tin 16i thay dia ly ban
: “Dét Ba Thac nguyén la phu sa né dia
khong cé chun, va chang chon dat nui
thi nén dung bia, con noi day dat bun, bia
da chi thém ndng né, con chdu bi dé nén
cham phat”. Cai bia da dy, sau cé ngudi
tiéc, mot lai dem cdm bén mo 1an can va
d6 1a mo cua than nhon ba Ba Tho. Nam
1964, m¢ bia nay ai doi dau mat.

Lan hai va lan chot, xdy ra nam 1964,
khi néi rong phi trudng. Vi mo nam bén
trong vong rao kém gai nén phai co linh
quan méi dugc vao trong lay cot. Gia
tht binh thudng chung téi khong bao
gi6 dam cai tdng vi s¢ “dong mo dong
ma, con chdu lam an khong kha”. Nhung
day la nho cd linh ctia chanh phu, nén
khong xay ra viéc gi. Cling nhd cai tang,
chung t6i tim thay hai di tich ctia ba co.
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Mot dang khac niia hai vat nay ching to
trong nam ba mat (1875), trong nha da
thoi théi hon luc trude. Hai di vat ay la

Mot chiéc ca-ra “hong ma nao” do
au vi chon lau doi, tr6 mét nhuyt” ciing
e CC_©\ /4 4 A__D ¢ A A
goi “ca-rd mdt yéu” thay trén dau quan
tai chac xua ddt trong miéng.

Mo6t chiéc nhan thd hai kiéu mat
vong, (cling goi miéng chd), cling bang
ma ndo do, thay gitia quan tai, co 1é xua
deo trong tay.

Ca hai chiéc, voc that nho, con chau
deo thu khong viia, nhu viy voc ba at
nho thé lam.

Van hom con thom, gé con vang,
nap sup xudng lung chting. Xuong cot
bién thanh dat den y nhu noi m¢ 6ng co.

TU ngay tang dén ngay di tang, dém
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dugc 1964 -1875 = 89 nam.

3) Ong noi, 6bng Vuong Bién (1848-
1895)

Sanh nam Maéu Than (1848). (Tu
Duc thu I, Dao Quang ndm tht 28) ;

M4t nam At Mi (1895), (Thanh Thai
ndm thd 7, Quang Ty thu 21).

Huy nhut : moéng boén thdng chin,
gio Dan.

Ong 12 ngudi c6 ban linh hon hai
ong trudc.

Ong so0, 6ng c6 khong dé lai gi cho
toi than tdc. Trai lai t6i muodn noi guong
ong noi chung t6i, cd nhiéu nghé si tinh,
lich duyét va tling trai viéc doi nhiéu.

Cho d@n nam hai muci chin tudi,
ong chua cé mot nghé tuy than. Cha me

2. Kiéng ho Vwong & Soc Trdng



70 | Vwong Hong Sén

cho hoc chit Han véi thdy Tau. Ong néi
dugc ba thu tiéng : Tiéng Viét ranh ré,
tiéng Quang Dong, Phudc Kién trdi chay
va 6ng noi dugc tiéng Mién dé nhu 1a 14t
rau v6i da manh khde cao thap pha tro
da giong.

Ong c6 tdnh ham vui ham choi that,
nluung ong ciing bi€t dung nhiéu thi gic
dé di do di day ; vo rting di sdn, chau luu
giao thiép, thau nhan kién thic méi la.
Viham vui 6ng vuéng nhiéu tat ; tat hut,
tat co bac, ong thao dt hot me c6 dé bai
bac. Anh em ban ctia 6ng rat nhiéu va
thady déu cé cam tinh tot doi v6i ong.
Trén budc giang ho, 6ng quen véi nhiéu
tay hdo hén, trong s6 c6 du mdt ngudsi
Tau, ngudéi Minh Huong, ngudi Nam,
ngudi Tho. Trong s6 c6 mot 6ng ciing
goc Minh Huong xuét than di ban cheo
chong ghe chai, sau c¢6 con dn hoc thanh
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tai, lam dén chuc tri huyén kiém hoc gid
va do la dong 6ng Duc Van Tran Quang
Thu4n. Ong Thuan 13 noi t6 ctia kép Hitu
Phudc.

Ong so 6ng c6 chung téi déu an
com Viét ma moét long con tuéng nhé
Tau. Ong ndi t6i thi nhé Tau bang cach
quyén chong lai ché d6 dan ap doc tai
ctia nha “Man Thanh” Vi vdy 6ng lam
tua-hia Thién DPia Hoi, tic thu linh cta
hoéi kin ay. Nguyén hoi Tay méi qua, goi
1a “doi dang cyu’, tai S6c Trang, trong
dam Minh Huong, c6 ba dang Thién Dia
Hoi :

— Pang & B6 Thao (Thudn Hoa) va
dang 6 Bai Xau (My Xuyén) nhdp mdt,
xung “Nghia Hoa doan’,

— Pang & chau thanh S6c Trang la
“Nghia Hung doan” do 6ng Tran Phuéc
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Hai lam tha hia. Sau 6ng nay ra giup
chanh phu Phép, 1an 14n 1én dén cai tong
tong Nhiéu Khanh, vé gia cao lao, Tay
phong ham Tri phu.

— Mot dang ntia do Nghia Hung doan
tach ra xung Luong Hiiu Hoi. Cam dau
12 hai 6ng : 6ng Ong Hung Ky va 6ng Sép
(chef) Sam. Sau hai 6ng déu ra mat lam
viéc cho Tay, 6ng Ky lam dén cai tong
tong Nhiéu Khanh, thé cho 6ng Phu Haj,
va khi mat dugc thang Tri huyén ham,
nén goi 6ng Ham Ky ; 6ng Sam ra lam
huong quan lang s§ tai la lang Khanh
Hung. Tay phong chtic chef de la police
communale, nén ciing goi 6ng Xap Sam
Béi dd, chuc tua hia hai ngudi nhudng
lai cho 6ng noi toi.

Lac khéi su, Thién Dia Hoi 1a hoi
kin 13p ra v6i muc dich xum nhau lai
quyén tién gai sang Tau giap viéc 1at do
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nha Thanh, khdéi phuc nha Minh. Nhung
vé lau, cht nghia léch lac bién lan ra hoi
ai httu Phuc thién, chuyén té trg anh
em trong hoi luc hiu sy, dé€ roi suy doi
thém modt cap nia, trd nén “hdi danh
160", chuyén gianh quyén cuép cta hiép
dap lan nhau, va lan hoi phe nay t6 cao
phe kia. Tay thua dip bat hét, ké bi day,
ngudi ngdi tu, thdn mén Thién Dia Hoi
tinh SOc Trang cting nhu & cac tinh khac
déu tan lui dan. (Nén nhé nam Tan Hoi
(1911) 6ng Ton Dat Tién nhd c6 Thién
Dia Hoi tro luc, 14t 36 duge nha Thanh,
thé l1a cac hoi kin nay déu khong phai la
vO ich).

Dau tich ctia budc giang ho, ray day
mai dd, 6ng noi toi con d€ lai cho t6i [am
ky niém va hién gii tai Gia Dinh, la mét
chiéc ruong c6t go thong ngoai boc da
heo thu¢c va son lang (laqué). Ruong
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ndy dai do hon sdu tic Tay (0,6 m), nap
cao do mudi lam phan (0,15m), khi ddt
xuong dat hay trén bd van, cai ruong sé
bién thanh gbi nam va nhd da cé don ni
nén rat ém ai va khen ai khéo ché mot
vat dung tuyét diéu. Trong ruong cd chia
lam hai tling : tling dudi dung 4o quan
va d6 té nhuyén di duong, tiing trén cé
cai ngan l4y ra dugc bang gb thong viia
nhe viia gon, khi di thi chia cay doc tau,
ban dén, khi dinh bd bay ra, lay ngan lam
mam hut thi 1a tuyét xdo. Huat xong thu
x€ép do “binh khi”, thu gon vao ruong,
khoa lai, ké dau trén nap lam goi, thi bao
nhiéu dao chich trén thé gian déu tro tay
thua tri dng tién ghién. Rang ngay, lay
cai khdn goi “ich bau”[1ch bau : tiéng Triéu Chau,
tic duc b6, khan vai dé tim.] (Khdn nay con dét
va con ban 6 Sai Gon do Nam Vang dua
xuong) cot hai dau khan vao dau ruong
c6 lam san hai cdi quai dong chac chan,
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x0 khén 1én vai thé la c6 cd mot gia tai
“luu dong” dau di téi tdn chan troi cling
khong mdi va khong s¢g mat. Cai khan
ay viia dung d€ che than khi tam, dé lau
mat lau mo hoi, khi khéc lay che dau, khi
giat tréo, khi doi trtum, khi chtia hai moi,
vua la 4m hiéu ctia cdc nhom Thién Dia
Hoi, d6 tham td, do linh kin ludn ca 6ng
Troi, d6 ai biét dugc. Mot ba tién dé€ hot
me, mot mam hut ly tudng, mot vai bo
quan 4o can thiét van tué ngudi giang
ho 16p trude ! Tiéc thay, ruong nay nay
khong thay ban, gam ra tién 1gi vo song,
tén ruong la “hom phu siu”, “Sau” ta doc
“tht” 1a “tay”. “Phu” la ndi trén mat nudc,
cing nhu “phu gia phi€m trach” la nha
ndi nha beé. Phu tha, doc “pht sdu®” méi
dung diéu va do 1a ruong nhe xach trén

3 Hom phu s&u nay da dugc tram nam, vi mua trudc luc duge
30 tudi, 16i 1878 va con mdi lau lau. Nhan hiéu van con, doc
: “Duong Giang, Pang Phung Nguy6en”. Duong Giang la
Quang Dong.
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tay, 0i tuyét diéu thay cdi ruong da cta
noi toi dé lai.

Ong noi t6i c6 ké lai cho Ba t6i nghe
nhiéu dat st vé Thién Dia Hoi. (xin xem
lai Sai Gon ndm xua, truong 45). Tién
day t6i tom tat cho nhiing nguoi khong
c6 san bd sach nay dudi tay :

Theo 6ng ndi to6i thuat, sy khai pha
mién Nam, nhdt la ving Ha Tién, odi
oam thay, lai nhd hai tha “tai va khi”
trong ti d6 tudng.

Ong Mac Ctiu va dong bon, nh¢ hut
ma khoi cdc binh do son lam chuéng khi
két thanh, ty nhu binh rét riing, kiét ly
va di tiéu chay... Cac binh hiém nghéo
ndy ngay xua déu tri bang thudc phién.
Réi lai nho cd bac, hot me dé€ giai sdu ma
Mac Ctiu va dong bon trd nén giau co
16n. Cac ngudi ban xt Thé Mién luc &y,
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cac cha vuon tiéu vuon dau khau thua
bai déu c6 vuon ban rudéng cho 6ng Mac
Ctiu. Bén khi 6ng trd nén chu gan tron
vung Ha Tién. Mac Ctiu dam ra sg nan
quan Xiém qua cuép dat cua 6ng cho
nén 6ng chay ra Hué xin vua minh phong
cho 6ng lam tong binh tran tht Ha Tién
dé dng du stic chdng ngan giac Tiém La.
Viéc ndi nghe dé qua, nhung dung su
that hay khong, t6i khong dam bao.

Theo 6ng noi tdi, Tap Dinh va Ly Tai
(chuong 345 Viét Nam St Lugc- Tran
Trong Kim) déu la ngudi trong Thién
Dia Hoi, va duy Tau Minh (Thién Dia
Hoi) méi biét du manh 16i va tri dugc
bon Tau Thanh la quan Man Chau, dai
thu dich cua di than nha Minh. Thanh
ngl “giao Tau dam Chét” con do. Toi viét
ra nhu vy la d€ nhé ong ndi chung t6i,
con viéc quan ta ca thang quan Thanh
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dudi 14 c6 vua Quang Trung, thi st sach
da c6 ghi (Chuyén t6i ké day chi [a mot
chi tiét nho khong du lam hoen 6 tran
chién cong bat hu kia).

Ném hai muoi chin tudi 6ng t6i con
l1éu long. Nam ba muoi (tam thép nhi
lap) 6ng t6i mdi tru than va chon nghé
thg bac. Ong t6i hoc du cdc mon dé sau
truyén gido lai Ba t6i. Nghi cling nuc cuoi
cho cai nghé nay, khong biét dén chiling
nao mdi dugc goi cho danh chanh ngdn
thuan. Xua kia thglam nhiéu do nii trang
biang bac hon lam bang vang, nén xung
khiém ton “thg bac”.

Ngay nay, hai giéi thg bac va hat
boi*, déu ngan chi “bac” va chi “boi”
cho nén ho déi lai: n6i “hat by” thay vi

4 Cau tho ctia Ct Tri vinh hat boi : “Hen chi chung néi boi
1a bac / B6i mat danh nhau cu lai thoi”; hai cau nay du chiing

minh ty thud nao van ndi “hat boi” ché khong phai “hat by”
Danh tti “hat bd” 1a do nhém hau snah méi dat day thoi.
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“hat boi", dé tranh chii “boi” va noi: “tho
kim hoan” thay vi “thg bac” d€ tranh chii
“bac”. Nhung c6 tranh hin dugc khong,
vi toi xin héi : “Hat nao lai khong ra bo
¢ Va chi lam kim hoan khong thoi sao ?”.
Tuy vay, néu goi “thg vang” thi nghe né
chudng tai.

Cai nghiép hut va cd bac da lam cho
ong co6 toi gian, nhung cho tdi minh oan
: “Phéi chdang dé 1a hai btic binh phong
khéo che diy nhiing buoi tu tap bat hgp
phép vé Thién Dia Hoi ¢°

Nhung “choi dao c6 ngay dut tay”
Hut thuoc phién khong biét chan va cam
cay bai khong biét moéi, mot ngay nao dé
vudng tat khong g6 dugc, dén phai mé
sa ghién ngap, cd bac khong thoi, thi via
co hai cho stic khoe viia c6 hai cho than
danh.
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Co 1€ mot phan nao vi hai nghiép do
ma 6ng ndi toi tudi khong dugc tho. Ong
thi tho chua hét tai nang thi da voi tach
doi ra di. Viéc ndy c6 anh hudng nhiéu
dén dudng hoc van cta t6i. Nam 1923,
Ba t0i dugc bdn muoi tam tudi, toi ndm
do viia thi dau ra truong trung hoc. Y
con muon bay nhady muon ra Ha Noi hoc
trudng Cao dang, nhung Ba tdi khuyén
nghi hoc, “Vi may cé bang thanh chung
cling la da, con Ba nay da gia va thay so
coi Ba khong quda ndm muoi”. Toi voi
vang 1oi Ba t6i d€ dugc chii Hiéu, thém
nia toi ty xét toi da cling dau san khong
ra hoc Ha N¢i khong may bi du6i vé con
thém d& dang, lai ntta mot 1€ khé noéi ra
1a toi da biét doi vg. Con Ba t6i, 6ng thay
s6 nao do ndi trat 1at, vi dén nam Canh
Ty (1961), Ba t6i mdi tu tran, 1én dén
thugng tho, tam mudai sau tuoi. Bay gio,
to6i hoc dau chang t6i dau, then minh
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“thién bat dao, dia bat chi”, khong dam
trach Ba t6i cho tho6i hoc sém chi gian
muon vg sém mdi ra ndi ndy. (Toi da ndi
toi 1a thang hu).

Nam At Vi (Mui) (1895), ong noi toi
lam binh roi tu tran, tudi viia bo6n muoi
tam. Trong lang cé 6ng huong su Khoa,
ndi tiéng la ngudi hay chd, von ngudi
dong mot hdi va choi nhau rat than, khoc
ong noi toi bang hai cau diéu :

“Luc bdt xuan thu, nhan vi thién dia
khdch,

Nhait triéu huynh dé, phdn tdc c6 kim

A

nhan’.

Cau nay y vi, ndi ra dugc 6ng toi
cd chan trong hoi kin “Thién Dia’, viia
la mot ngudi Tau lai (khach) ; mot sém
anh em con thdy nhau, dén chiéu da
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phan tach ké kim nguadi c6. Khéo nhut la
hai ch@ “luc bat”, mudn hiéu 68 tudi hoac
hiéu 48 (6x8) déu duoc.

Co khd ! Luc 6ng téi mat, Ba toi viia
hai muci méi tubi dau, don chiéc thiét
tha, dang khéc cha nao biét 6ng van si
Khoa (khuyét ho), muén ndi gi trong hai
cau diéu ? Ba t6i nghe 16i c6 bac va cu
theo tuc 1é nén cudc tudi 6ng t6i thém ba
tudi, thanh ra trén tdm gia triéu viét “tu
nam 51 tudi’ khién 6ng huong su can
nhan, cau do6i mat hay.

Ong Khoa, t6i c6 biét mit, vi nim
1913 khi me t6i mat chinh 6ng dén giup
viéc tdm liém tdi con nhé cach ong doc
than chu luc d4y nap quan tai, mdi lan
g6 bua lén dau cay dinh déu c6 mot cau
chu riéng biét. D¢ la dung theo sach Tho
Mai Gia Lé va nhiing ngudi nhu 6ng nay
con rat it.
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Ong noi toi, theo tap tuc cd truyén
va vi la con truéng nam, nén lap gia
dinh rat sém, - mudi lam tudi cudi vo,
— mudi chin tudi sanh mot gai dau long,
tén Diép, (méit tu bé tho).

Nédm 6ng hai muoi mét tuoi, sanh ba
Hiém (1869), tuc toi goi “Co Hai’, ba nay
mat nam Dinh Dau (1897).

Qua hai muoi bay tuoi, sanh Ba tdi la
ong Vuong Kim Hung (1875).

Tam nam sau, nam Qui Mui (1883),
sanh ba Vuong Thi Khoc Khia, (mat lac
dugc tam hay chin tudi).

Ong ndi téi c6 mot ba ké that, khong
biét tén ho, sanh ra ba Vuong Thi Chui
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(1877). Ba nay la em khac me ctia Ba toi
nay con con chau & Nga Tu (S6c¢ Trang),
cd mdt ngudi trudc day lam nghé hot
toc.

Ong noi t6i 1dy gidy ngudi Minh
Huong d€ tranh khoi di linh cho chanh
phu Phap, khong nhu Ba t6i, lay gidy thué
than theo ngudi ban xd, nén sau khi bi
phién phtic, mac vong lao ly vi mot toi
khong chanh ddng, t0i danh bac thudc
veé tiéu hinh ma doi do phai vao t.

Ngoai chiéc hom phu sau, ong toi
con dé€ lai cho t6i :

1. M6t chiéc ca rd ma nao kiéu “mat
chit nhit” (sau téi lam bé) ;

2. M6t dia sanh Tam Thai, vé ba

mau xanh dé hudng, dang nhu quat xoe,
nguyén la mdt bd phéan cta bd dia chin
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canh sen dung dung mut banh, nghe néi
trudc kia ctia 6ng Ba Ho Non (Truong
Ngoc Loan) & Vinh Long (s6 muc luc
22).

3. Mot ci coi sdn bang sling nai (sO
muc luc 22-bis)

4. Mot cai ruong that16n bang go cay
dau gi6, moi lan mé nap la huong thom
ngao ngat, cd cai 6 khoa va 6ng khoéa that
to va that my thuat. Day la ruong lam &
Ha Chéau (Singapore) sau bi moi mot én,
néu con la mot suu tdp phdm cod gia tri
(ruong Ang-1é thé ky 19).

Ngoai ra cé hai di vat that lac nam
1946 luc tan cu vo Thanh Théi An va
d¢ la hai 6ng dot d€ hat thudc lam bang
hai nanh heo rting, 6ng t6i xoi 16 va bit
vang that khéo. Hai 6ng dét nay vi dung
lau doi, nhua thu6c lam cho nanh 1én
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nudc chd vang ch6 tham den, trong rat
dep. Nay & dudng Pham Nga Lao trudc
chg Bén Thanh, thinh thodng cé thay
ban nhung khong khéo bang. (Hdi may
ngudi ban da thudc gau cop, mat gau,
gan nai v.v.., cd ban).

Hién t6i cd rat nhiéu tat xau, phai
chang t6i giong 6ng t6i. Duy 6ng noi toi
1a ngudi tai ti thém cé nghé viing chac.
Toi trot nua doi chilam nghé tho ky quét
van phong, qua that do hu.

Mot di€u nay toi ndi ra chi cho khoi
c6 ngudi phan doi, ché rang bét thiic thoi
VU, cuoi con luyén tiéc thii d6 qudc cam.
Nhung trong tham tam t6i con ti€c mai
bd ban den cua 6ng noéi téi. BO nay gom :

— M6t mam hut 16n bang g6 trac qui,
rat thanh nha, va qua la mot ky cong
khéo 1éo ctia mot tay thg moc khuyét
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danh xua. Da g6 tron tru, bong ngdi thay
mat. Chay chi ngay bon, rdp canh khit
khao khong hé mot sgi toc. Mam hut
ndy sau Ba t6i dung lam trang thdg, gan
1én vach d€ thg 6ng Ta. Ngay ma toi tu
tran tat ca ban thd mam hut déu bi hoa
thiéu dot luon véi 6ng Ta, nhu vay goi
trii tiét dau tich moét di doan. Nhung gia
thtt cdi mam nay con : toi dung lam mam
dung vat dung vian phong chdng la tuyét
thu. Xét lai an thua noi minh biét dung
cho dung cho ché dau phai vat do la mot
di tich xau nao.

- Mot dén dau phong, chup bang
pha 1é rat dep. Néu con, thi c6 den doc
sach nao “mat con mat” bang ?

— Mot 6ng hut 16n bing cudm tay
nguoi l6n. Doc tdu nay lam bang tre Ha
Chau tuyét dep, hai dau c6 hai khuc nga
1én nudc do6 au. Néu con t6i khong dung
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lam 6ng hut nita nhung dé vao ta qui thi
dé la mot suu tap phdm co gia tri. Khong
1€ linh bai trti ma tiy vao nha danh tich
thu vi ai ai cling biét t6i la nha choi ky
trdn c6 ngoan va nha chaoi sach hoan
toan chua pham mét 16i nao.

Nhung ngay 6ng ndi to6i mat, Ba to6i
da ky thac dén 6ng cho 6ng Tram Ch¢
& Nhu Gia, nay van thanh di vat ctia ho
ndy. Khi t6i 16n khon van tiéc mai hai vat
ay, nhung Ba t6i n6i : “Sg dé lai nha, bi
cam do, rii may lay ra dung thi tao biét
lam sao ?” Au cling danh vang 16i Ba toi,
nhung hu van hoan hu, t6i khong nam
nha thi di nam cho khac. Vi t6i chua
chtia cai thu nam noéi chuyén lién mién
canh ban dén, ai dot ai phi pha mac ai,
toi ¢t chuyén doi xua toi ké.

Khong cho dung, khong 1€ cdm luon
nhic lai danh hiéu cii ? Ong hut c6 thu
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nao hon 6ng lam bang truc Ha Chau
(nhu cua 6ng ndi t6i) cho dau bang go
tram, gb cay 6t hiém ciing khéng bi. Ong
bang nga voi, khéo chd khong thom 1a
hut khong ngon. No6i huat ¢6 hiéu “Dam
Nguyén Ky”, “Truc Phong’, “Luong Hiiu
Huong” nay da bi ché hodac doét ciing
phai ghi lai cho biét, ch6 khong cé tuyén
truyén bai tuc.

Ba néi ctia chung t6i, Lam Thi Xu
(1849 - 1905). (Tho ndm muaci sau tudi)
Sanh nam Ky Dau (1849), Tu Duc nam
thi 2, Dao Quang ndm thu 29) ; Tt : ndm
At Ty (1905). Thanh Thai thi 17, Quang
Tu nam thu 31.

Huy nhut : mong tdm thang tu, td
nham gid Mao.

Ba t6i khong noi ba sanh tai dau, t6
tién cha me la ai, sinh tién ba la ngudi
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khiém ton, dén luc nham mat ba di ém
khong d€ lai mot ky niém gi. Ba dang la
mot ngudi nhu thuan.

Toi dugc biét mat ba noi téi. Ba nguoi
cao va Om, nuéc da ngdm ngam, it noi it
cudi, la mot diéu 1a toi khong thay ba ra
khoi nha va cting khong nhé cé ba con
than quyén cta ba dén nha tham viéng.
Ba tanh rat hién, gioéi chiéu nuong...
Ubng thay t6i chi la mdt dda trac mat
nét, y cha me cung, moi lan ba dut com,
toi nhong nhéo dgi khi cé ti€ng ba toi
can nhdan t6i méi chiu an. Ba ludn ludn
nhin nhuc : khong tra 16i, long thuong
chau that vd b bén. Hoi ba con, ba am
toi suot ngay vi chi co tdi la chdu noi trai
: chdu dich ton dé pho gia triéu.

Nam ba mat (1905) 1a nam buodn ba
nhtt. Nha viia qua khoi tran bao 16n nam
Giap Thin (1904), bu6i nham mat, Ba toi
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khong thidy madt me, vi than mac trong
vong lao ly, ngay man han ra khoéi kham
1a ngay lam tuan that that (49 ngay) cta
ba noi t6i. Hoi tdi gi ? Xin thua ching
qua t0i cd bac, 1&€ dang phat tién vi thudc
tiéu hinh ché khong dén néi phat tu. Oi
khat khe thay ché d¢ ban xui cua chanh
phu doé ho Phap (régime de 'indigénat).

Toi nay con nhé khi bi ket 6 kham,
ma toi lam com bung r6 dem don noi
cho tu dap da 16t dudng & khu ba Han
gan S& vong thoan : Ba t6i 4o xanh quan
cut khoi goi, an com chan nudc mat, toi
cling khoc theo.

Néam ba maét, t6i viia bon tudi ta ma
ba tuoi Tay, dugc mac do tang, dugc dau
bit bich can, mi bac day rom, dugc pho
gdy vong ngdi trén gid triéu budi cat dam,
lai t6 ra hanh dién. May c6 cdu rudt toi
theo gitt chiing nung d& khong thi da té
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gdy c0 roi doi. Nay tiéc thuong thi ba da
khong con.

Chi cta ba t6i, C6 Hai Vuong Thi
Hiém (1869-1897), hudéng duong 27
tudi. Sanh nam Ky Ty (1869), mit nam
Dinh Dau (1897), huy nhat : 5 thang 11
ta.

CoO Hai t6i la ngudi c6 cong nhiéu
nhtt doi véi gia dinh. Mot minh quén
xuyén, tdo tan thuc khuya déy sém, cuc
nhoc vat va khong ké than. Gai dau long
nén sém phai ddm duong viéc nha.

Nha khong du tién an, phai bién ra
mot nghé : sdng sém co té6i ganh mot
ganh rat nang, nao bun, banh hdi, rau
song, thit quay, bo nudng, roi chay bo vo
x0m Xoai Ca Na (nay la lang Dai Tam),
ban noi dong déo, truong ga, cho quay s
(mot 161 danh bac véi con quay sau mit),
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song tu sac, v.v... Khi nao méi mét, ganh
khong ndi, thi qua giang xe kiéng tic loai
xe hai ngua kéo : c¢6 thung g6 ngoi dugc
bon ngudi, khi mua gid c¢6 canh cta long
kinh che d6 mua nang. Nhung c6 Hai t6i
nao dam xa xi dong tién kiém ra, va phan
nhiéu la chay bd, di bd cho that mau dé
kip ban cho khéach c& bac da s6 1a cau ky
nong tinh. Xoai Ca Na, tén goi lam vay
vi x0m nay khi xua c6 trong rat nhiéu
xo0ai va ai ai dén day khi tré vé€ nha déu
mang theo ca gio, ca na xoai. Tiéng Tho
goi lang nay la Xai chum (Xoai chrum)
phién am ra Viét ngli d6i Minh Mang la
lang Tai Sum, vé sau hai lang ké can Tai
Sum va Tra Tam (Xa Tim) sat nhap lai va
lay lén mdi la Dai Tam nhu ngay nay da
biét.

Nho ¢6 Hai t6i nang vO ban trong
sO nay, do la va xem y tu ky, nén vé nha
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tram trd v4i ba noi toi vé nhan sic va nét
na cua me t6i va mudn cudi cho ba toi
lam vg. Ban dau nghe cudi vg trong so
Tho, Ba tdi c6 y ché va td vé khong bang
long, nhung khi thay mdt mdi la vui chiu.
Thuong thay, trong nha van khong tién,
mang nan na ma khi dang sinh lé thi Co6
Hai t6i da ra nguoi than co.

Néu khong c6 Co Hai toi vé Xoai Ca
Na thi lam sao Ba va M4 t6i nén duyén
chong vo va lam sao sanh ra t6i ¢ On
ay, lam sao dda chdu bat hiéu nay ddm
quén. Hon Co ¢6 linh xin phtu h¢ chung
toi, viéc huong hoa phung ty, ching t6i
van tho Co6 y nhu thd cha me. Budi sanh
tién ba to6i it nhac ba con, duy doi véi Co
Hai, Ba t6i thudng ngay van ké guong tot
cho con chdu nhd, va can ddn phai ton
thé dong mot buc.
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Cai tdng nam 1964. O Mién Nam,
khong ai muon doi chd mo ma ong ba,
vi tin rang 6ng ba nam & dau thi ci dé
yén noi do, doi di dé lai, xay ma voi ma
da, néu may vo sy thi khong ndi gi, bang
chang may xay ra viéc xui xéo “dong mo
dong md’, sg cho con chau lam an khong
kha, hodc sé 6m dau binh tat, hao tai tang
mang thi qua la khong nén. Tri phi c6 1¢
ngudi Tau ho rat trong cau “phu quy bat
huon huong nhu y cadm da hanh’, cho
nén dau ngheo giau gi ho van c6 tuc lay
cot dem vé Tau an tang lai. Ngay nay luc
dia Trung-hoa cdm nhap khiu nén ho
khong lam theo y muén dugc, ché trude
day, doi v6i ngudi ngheo vo phuong cai
tang, ho van giao cho moi bang trudng
c6 phén sy ldy c6t nhiing m¢ chon trén
ndm nam, gui hai c6t vé Trung Hoa, bén
ay c6 dai dién Quang Dong, Triéu Chau,
hodc Phuéc Kién v.v..., lanh mé xuong
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kho ay dua vé lang chon cat lai tu té, nhu
vay dang cho & bén nay, cdc nghia dia
moi bang sé c6 du dét va rong chd chon
nguoi 16p mai.

O S6c Trang nim 1964, c6linh nhiing
mo chon noi dat thi cta lang tai vung
Trudong Dua ngya ndm xua, déu phai lay
cot doi di dé dat néi rong phi truong. Vi
1a viéc cong, can thiét va khong tri hoan
dugc, nén nam mo cua dng ba chung to6i
phai doi di. Chung toéi chon ngay kiét
nhut la ngay hai muoi thang tdm Giap
Thin (25-9-1964) lo viéc cai tdng. Em t6i
sam san nam cai quach nho dong bang
g0 sao chac chan, trong quach 16t mot
16p son dau mau dé cho thém bén, va
dua dén noi mdt 6ng thay tung kinh siéu
dd va dan phu dén dao mo lay cot.

Mo 6ng c6 chon nam 1882, mo ba co
chon nam 1875, quan tai bang danh mdc
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g6 hom con chiu dung. Ong ndi tdi tdng
ndm 1895 quan tai bang gb vén vén nén
da muc nat thanh dat. Ba n6i t6i chon
hom cay dau (tdng ndm 1905) va hom
Co Hai cting bang d4u (ndm 1897) déu
khong con chi ca. Trong bon m¢ chi thay
toan la dat den, duy noi m¢ Co6 Hai con
thay dugc chut it xuong nhd c& ngon
tay at. Nhu vay c6 thé két ludn dat & S6c
Trang 4m thap uét at thém cé phén nén
g0 hom mau hu nat khong dugc bén lau
nhu dat vung Gia Dinh, Bién Hoa von la
dat chun nui.

Ong noi, ba nodi, Cé6 Hai déu chon
hom tap chun ngang du thay chung toi
trudc van nghéo (Xem thém Sai Gon
nam xua trang 175-178, cudc lay cot &
Hoa Hung ndm 1953).
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3. PHUOC LOC NHI

’hoi au tho nhu da noi roi trong
I bai tua, t6i sanh nam Nham Dan
(1902), ngay 27 thang 9 ta, nhung trong
khai sanh chanh thtc cling nhu trén
gidy t0 nap quan lai dé sanh ngay 4-1-
1904, ttic nam Giap Thin (1904). Nay da
vé huu, gia biét kiép trau cay cong chiic,
xin trd lai tudi thiét ndm Dan, dé dé do
tham 1a s6 Tu vi, va gid quai theo ngay
ndy mdi phai.

Nguyén nha ctia Ba t6i von & tai
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Chau Thanh Soc Trang, nhung khi sanh,
me toi lai vé qué sanh tdi tai lang Xoai
Ca Na.

Cdi tén Soc Triang von la do tiéng
Giéng hai chi “Srock-Khléang” noi trai.
Srock la xu, c6i. Khléang 1a kho vua Tho,
cho chtia bac vang. Srock-Khléang la x
cO kho chtia bac nha vua.

V€ sau, am ra Tiéng Viét, trudc
kia viét Soc-kha-ling, sau niia viét Soc
Trang. Qua triéu vua Minh Mang, doi lai
tén chit la “Nguyét Giang tinh”, “Nhiéu
Khéanh tong, Khanh Hung x&’, ti “s6c”
bién thanh “song” (Song trang : Nguyét
Giang) dén doi 6ng Diém, lai goi tinh Ba
Xuyeén va chau thanh Khdanh Hung.

Xin hay trd lai cdi lang con con, qué
bén me. Lang nay ndm na la lang Xoai
Ca Na. Nay muon hoéi thdm, xin héi lang
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bai Tam méi duge. Tén ct da mai mot
lui vao di vang hodc theo bon tdi chay
lén Sai Gon hay di xa hon niia mat hét
roi. Puing hoi ngudi mdi theo 1én cii, ho
khong biét dau. Lén 1én t6i truy tam lau
1am mdi biét. Chinh mat t6i thiy 16i nam
1908, trong lang hai bén 10 quan, con
nhiéu go xoai ¢ thy, mo6i mua trai rat
sai. L6p me t6i ngudi nao & chg ¢ thanh
vO day, thé nao ban vé€ cling mang xoai
vé nha cho con chdu. Ma thué ay, nguoi
trong xu phan dong la con chau khach,
vg chtic, y bang (vg bang trudng), nén
ho khong biét cam bép dam nhu cac cod
tan thoi, di dén dau ho chi dung cai na,
cai na, tuc la cai gié xach tay, dang tron
duong dat bang vo tre gia, trén c6 nap
day, ngoai na c6 phét mot 16p son bang
ddu trong cho mua diing tham va cé
vé hoa hoe bong mau don xanh dé dep
mat, na 4y dung xoai diy 6c nhoc, nén
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goi xU “xoai cd nd” goi thét, noi liu lai 1a
“Xoai nd” roi “Xai nd” la cling do tiéng
Mién bién thé€ niia. am ra tiéng Viét la
“Tai Sum”, Mién goi “Xoai chrum’, bién
ra Xoai Chum, roi Tai Sum ? Gan day vi
chinh trang huong thon, lang Tai Sum
sap nhap v6i lang Tra Tam (do Xa Tim,
Tra Tim bién ra) va hoan toan Viét hoa
vdi tén mdi la lang Dai Tam.

Trong lang Tai Sum ci, cach bén
ndm muoi ndm vé trudc, con gai trong
lang cung mot trang lda dau c6 nhan sac
dé coi. Theo 161 Ba toi thuat lai, hoi dé
ai ai cling tin trong lang nay c6 phong
thuy. Thud dy trudc chg lang c6 mét ranh
nudc con chady ngang, luc ay c6 mot lao
xinh xe (tién sanh) Tau, qua quyét cudc
dat dé dia thé con cua, tuc la dat linh co
my nhan, quy nhan xuat hién. Ngay nay
vi m& rong dudng pho, trdi da cao rdo,
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nén ranh con cua da tac nghet, gai lang
dua doi theo gai chg, mailo lam dang bat
chuéc phan son ma mét vé thién nhién
“doa hoa st cai do tam vong®” da bét thay.

Me tdi sanh t6i tai nha ba ngoai. It
ngay sau cO bac hoi lai lya tén ddt gitim.
Ban dau, dugng tdi 1a 6ng Tram Chuic,
bang truéng Phuéc Kién & Nhu Gia dé
nghi : Wong Xi Dén (Vuong Tt Thanh)
ngu y dia tré vé€ sau sé giau sang, c6 bon
thanh tri che ché. Nhung D1 ut t6i nghe
dén chi “xi” thay dong am véi chi “td”
la chii ciing doc “x1”, nén voi xin lya chi
khac. Dugng t6i von tham Nho nhung
khong néi dugc tiéng Viét, ben doi tén
toi thanh “Thanh” (Sén) va cho chii 16t 1a
“Hong” dé doi chiéu vdéi chit 16t ctia Ba
5 4o tdm vdng = 4o dai dan ba Mién, c6 khoét d€ khoe nguc,
khi c6 chong thi gai nut lai, y néi hoa da c6 chu. Than dudi do
may bit bung va bé sat khoe véc minh. Khi mac phai trong tu

dau trong xudng. Ba Nhu bat chudc kiéu 4o ndy. Dan ghét goi
1a kiéu 4o 16n trau.
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toi 1a “Kim” (Vuong Kim Hung) (Hung
do6i v6i Thanh). Dugng t6i ndi phai dung
chi® Hong (viét bo thuy) vi bam s6, mang
toi thi€u nudc, nén phai ti€p té bang cach
nay. Lua chon xong roi, dugng tdi viét ba
chit Han vao gidy hong don, gap lai, giao
cho Ba t6i di lam khai sanh. Ba t6i dén
lang Tai Sum, thi lang chi qua nha luc bo.
Qua nha nay thi dng cht nha, tic 6ng luc
b6, dang mic ket. Ong bi bén 6ng tuéng
hanh t6i va vay ong trong mot song “xi
xét” (td sac) mot dong xu mot 1én, tiic
bing ndm chuc hay mot tram déng bac
mot 1én ngay nay, chd khong phai nhd.
Nudc hai 6ng dang xui, 6ng thay Ba toi
dén nho viéc, dinh bat Ba toi g& nén doi
cho c6 sdu cac bac (0$60) 1i xi. Ba toi da
ghét san hoi té lang Khanh Hung ngoai
chg, nay vo lang qué nay lai gap luc bd
Tho doi tién tra nudc. Ba toi khong tra
161, trao tam gidy do c6 bién danh tanh
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va ngay thang sanh bang chii Nho, buéc
qua ban gidy ky le vao ba cudén sé bo doi,
ro6i bo ra vé, con t¢ danh tanh da duoc
ong luc bd nhét gon vao tui sgi day nit
da dung ca xap tai liéu thd nay, vi ong luc
bd c6 1€ mot tudn 1€ chan ong méi trut
day nit chép vao s6 cai moét lan, chanh ta
khong mang trung trat (su that 6ng ghi
sai ho Vuong ra ho Duong), va san cai
thl xin sdu cac khong cho, 6ng dé ludn
tén toi theo giong Tau, mdi sudng tai
sudng nhi cho dén nay.

Ma t6i khong trach 6ng chuat nao vi
viéc da qua. Trinh d¢ hoc thic 6ng thap
kém, 6ng viét sai ho Vuong ra Duong, la
viéc khac.

Pang trach la to6i day. Nam 1915, Ba
toi dinh lam khai sanh lai trudc toa, tai
sao tO6i khong thua dip 4y ma doi ra tén
Viét ¢ Khong, Ba toi hdi y kién toi luc ay,
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toi nhtit dinh khong d6i. Tén cha me dit
lam sao, t6i xin dé€ y lam vay. Me tdi biét
toi v6i tén nay, thi xin dé vay dé dé nhin
dudi Huynh tuyén.

Ngudi ta tot phudc cé cdi tén rong
tén phugng, minh gdp tén nhu vay lai
may c6 sao ¢ Bay gid vé gia toi lai cang
thich né mdt phan nao, vi tén dac biét
khong trung véi ai, va buu phiéu, ngan
phiéu lanh trét lot. Khong ai mao tén ma
lanh cta t6i dugc (Duy mdi day, lan dau
toi gdp trd ngai la thay tén toi cé vé Ba
Tau, c6 mdt ngudi chan mot ngan phiéu
do b Gido Duc tra tién cho tdi, nhung
nay toi da lanh roi, tuy co treé).

Theo tdi, tén xau hay tot, thanh hay
khong thanh, no cling la ctia cha me c6
bac lya chon dit cho, von 1a mot ky niém
khong phai minh c6 quyén chéi tu hay
chi trich, ché bai.
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Noi nha téi ¢céd mdt cudn sach nhan
l1a “Thanh ngiti bién luc do 6ng Truong
Minh Bién, gido su day chii Nho tai
truong Nguyén Xich Hong (ban in ndm
1918 tai nha in Joseph Viét, Sai Gon),
noi chuong 69 co6 ghi rang :

“Danh tti gia : bat di Quan Qudc, bat
di Nhiit Nguyét, bt di Son xuyén, bat di
An Tat” Nghia la : Dt tén con chang nén
dung chit Quan chit Qudc ; ching nén
dung cht Nhtit chit Nguyét ; ching nén
dung cht Son chit Xuyén ; chang nén
dung chit An Tat.

Quan Quéc 1a Vua, Nuéc ; Nhu
Nguyét la mdt tr6i, mat trang ; Son,
Xuyén la Nui, Song. Con An Tit 1a méy
cho kin trong than minh (tuc tiu). Ngudgi
xua giti theo 1&€ cam, khong ddt lén con
nhu may chi da ndi.
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That 1a chi ly, vi e rdi sau nay con
minh khong xting dang thi c6 toi véi dat
trdi. Nhung ngay nay nhiing tén ay thay
tran dong. Xét ra 16p trudc khong phai
khong biét chon tén toét ma ddt cho con,
nhung vi ky huy rat nhiéu, thém ntia vi
di doan kiéng nhiing danh tu xinh dep,
sg quy than ganh ghét theo bat hon dta
tré.

Phong tuc ngay trudc trong Nam do
ngudi Tau truyén sang, nhiing nha cé
mau mat chd boéi Tu vi tinh toan theo
ngay gio sanh dé, thiéu thuy thiéu hoa
ma gia giam thém that : Vuong Kim,
Vuong Hong, Huynh Thuy Lé, Khuc
Kim Thd, v.v...

Mot 16p khac khong quan tronghloa
su ddt tén, va vudéng it nhiéu mé tin, cho
rang tén xau song dai, nén dat nhiéu tén
quai ac : Khu, Cu va con tuc hon niia ca.
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C6 mot nha con ca bay, tii 16n dén nhéd
: Thang X4 Xiu, thang Xiu Mai, thang
Lap Xudng, dua chot hét von la gai : con
Banh Mi. That la da bo.

Con thiéu gi tén 1é nghia nhung
van tho : Nguyén Dich Chodi, Pai Vin
Duong.

Cai tén Lé Binh Tich, lam sao choc
gai ¢ (Binh Tich viét s6 nhiéu, phai thém
chii “s” noi sau hay khong ? Les Binh
Tichs ¢

Mot tén Huynh Kim Long thay trong
bd dién tinh Soc Trang, nghe rat thanh,
thay la doi cho giap mat thi té ra la mot
dong bao ngudi Mién, den nhu cuc than
ham ma van xung Rong Vang choi loi.

Anh Téng Nhac Phi hoc 16p chét,
thay kéu 1én danh ba roi, stia lai Tong
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Cao Phi, chang 1a nghe hay va it hdn hon
nhiéu.

Bai kiéng huy lam, nén khong viét
trang chii va noi trai ra :

Thiéng Dudc thay vi Thanh Duc, vi
cti tén 6ng Nguyén Van Thanh va 6ng
Nguyén Huynh btic ! Vang Ludng thay
vi Vinh Long vi huy hiéu vua Gia Long
va tudc 6ng Vinh lai qudc cong.

Chit Nghia trong Nam it noi, vi khi
ngam nga kéo dai, nghe tuc. Do6i lai Ngai
(nhu Dai Ngai), Ngoi (nhu thay thuoc
Ng6i) nghe thanh hon. Chii Nghia hat
I6n 1én nhu diéu hat boi tré nén
“nghi.i..a", kéo daintia thi biét!

Duy ti ngay Bac Nam thong thuong,
tiéu thuyét ban chay cung khap, thi tén
ho cling van minh theo, nhtt la phai dep,
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thich c6 tén nhu nhan vat trong truyén
kiém hiép : T6 Tam, Lé Thuy, Ngoc Anh,
Ngoc Suong. Pen nhu lo xua la “Bach
Tuyét”, trang dé coi ma goi “Huyén Tran”

Anh ban qua c6 Chiém Hai Yén, tac
gia bai “Theo Véan Tién tim D6 Chiéu”
trong tap ky yéu hdi Khuyén Hoc, ciing
cd tén tu la Hai Dudng.

Anh Tran Ha Thanh, ban c trudng
Soc Trang c6 tén trung véi tén thay, la
ong Nguyén Trung Thanh, nén 6ng doéi
la Tran Ha Thanh, nhung lén Sai Gon
anh lay lai tén ct va chon thém biét tu
“Hai Yén” (CO cht nhan sang lap hang
dau Cao Thién).

Mot nha tho bac 6 tinh Soc Tring
ndm xua, tiing ném cay dang mui doi,
khi lam d@n tin phat, sanh con dit : Phu,
Quy, Da, Nhon, Hoi. Nhung dén chi Hoi
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van chua thoi va con sanh ntta. Khong
ly tiép cau sau : Ban cung than thich ly.
Vi vay chi Hdi tré nén chi Hoi. Va cé gia
dinh ngay nay viia trai vua gai la : Phu,
Quy, Da, Nhon, Hoi, Ty, Stu, Dan.

Khong dugc nhu nha kia c6 1€ biét
mdy han ché€ sanh dé, nén ngling kip
lac. Ngudi cha tén Cong, sanh con dit :
Thanh, Danh, Toai, Phi, Chi, Nam, Nhi,
Bia, Truyén, Tac, Dé. Thiét la mot nha
hanh phuc, biét dugc may trai.

Mot nha khac dong con khong kém
nhung khong biét tu luong.

DPén c6 gai thi muoi, hai ongba tham
mét, mudén chim dut nén khai vao bd
doi : Nguyén Thi Ut. Dé dau long ngudi
mudn vay ma trdi nao cho. Cai may sanh
van con tot va dén ndm dao chanh 1945,
Phu ni tién phong tinh nha van c6 bon
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chi em cung mdt cha mdt me gia nhap
khang chién chéng giic Phap : Ut On, Ut
Do, Ut Toa ; Ut Cit.

Thud gan day, chii qudc ngii chua
thong nhtit, manh ai ndy viét theo y riéng
ctua minh, nén c6 nhiéu tén x6n mat :

Nguyén Thi Lon (thay vi Loan).

Hinh Thdi Thong thay vi Huynh ttic
ho Hoang ngoai Bac.

Mot nha no, ngudi cha von la nha
gido, nén viét theo 10i chanh ta riéng :
Siéu viét Sheou ; Déan viét Yann.

Huong chu lang Tai Sum la ngudi
Viét g6c Mién. Ong ho La, vi t6 tién 1a
ngudi Tau. Thay vi dit tén cho con la
Cao Thang, 6ng ghi vao b la La Mong
Té (la monter) ngu y chtic con dang cao
mai mai, va ong ndi : dit tén theo Tau
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dugc, tai sao khong cho dit theo Tay, vi
mong-té 1a monter 1a lén c6i, treo leo,
tic dong nghia v6i Cao Thang ché gi ¢
Da ranh tiéng Phap thém dugc cao vong
tan thoi. Thang lén mai mai, con mudn
gihon ¢

Dé két luan tén toi van hoan nhu ci
“Vuong Hong Sén” khong doi.

Con Phudc Loc Nhi la gi ¢ Xin thua
doé la tén tang cho to6i cua thim dong ho
16i x6m. Luc t6i dugc hai ba tudi, thim
thuong qua nha am choi. Thim khong
con, von la ngudi Quang Dong, khong
noéi dugc tiéng Viét, thay toi tron tria,
goi choi la thang “Foc 16c Chay” thét roi
trong nha cing goi Féc Léc Chay theo.
L&u lam t6i méi biét ba chii Quang 4y c6
nghia la Phuéc Loc Nhi. Thud dé trong
gidi nguoi Tau thudng dat tén con Thang
Heo (a Tu Kia) thing Ché (a Cao Kia).
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Day la giong Tiéu (Triéu Chau). Thim
dong ho, chong la 6ng Luc béang, nodi
theo giong Quang la Lau Tting.

Chang Vuong cau hon (1923)
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4. NHO SONG THAN

Hita Thi Hiia - Sanh nam Mau Dan
(1878) ngay 19 thang 8 gid dan. (Tu bric
ndm thd 31 - Quang Ty nam tht 4).

Tt nam Quy Stu (1913) ngay 17
thang 2 gi6 Dan. (Duy Tan ndm thua 7.
Trung Hoa dan qudc nam tht 2).

Me tO6i mat sém nén tdi nhé me toi
nhiéu. Luc dy t6i viia dugc mudi mot tudi
dau. Me con hu hi quyén luyén khong
roi. Bong me mat. BPong xu miéng banh
nay phai héi Ba t6i, 6ng von c6 tanh ng-
hiém binh sanh t6i sg 1am lét. Thét roi
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cling quen, nhung trong tham tam hinh
dang ngudi me khong thay thé cang in
sau vao, khong bao gio¢ quén.

Me t6i géc gac ngudi lang Tai Sum,
tuc danh lang Xoai Ca N3, nay la lang
Pai Tam. Lang ndy nay da cai tién, cd
nha gach, sdn ndc bé-tdong bang phang,
van minh qué, nhung lam sao d6i dugc
may gian nha 14 duédi bong xoai c6 thuy,
tiing che chd tudi xanh vo tu ly, choi
gion dudi bong nay, long chua bgn chut
tran ai.

Khi lay chong thi Ba chung t6i dugc
hai muoi lam tudi, me t6i hai muoi hai
tudi ndm 4y la nam 1900.

Lé sinh. Ba t6i noi lai gom :

— Mot cay kiéng ¢ hdng vang tron
mot lugng ndm chi ;
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— Mot doi vang cham bat tién ky thu,
ké bén mdi o6ng tién c6 mdt hang chi
; (nay con giti dugc mot chiéc lam dau
tich) ;

— Mot bo ca rd vang nam chi ;
— Mot doi bong dau, mot chi vang ;

va bac mat dé€lo liéu dam cuéi va dai
tiéc : “mat tram dong bac 16n” (100 d).

Nhiing d6 ni trang nay déu do Ba
toi tu tay sang ché.

Me t6i nam bép ca thay bay lan, co6
mot 1an song thai, néu con song du la
tam mat con, déu la trai, nhung chi t6i
con sdng sot, nén dugc cung nhiéu.

1. Vuong Cam, sanh ndm Canh Ty
(1900) ;
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2. Mot trai sanh nam Tan Stu
(1901) ;

3. Vuong Hong Sén, sanh nam
Nham Dan, 27 thdng 9 ta, gi6 Dan (bon
gi® rudi sang).

4. Mot trai sanh ngay mong 6 thang
8 ndm Mau Than (1908).

5. Vuong Tuyén, sanh ngay mong 7
thang 11 gié Than nam Ky Dau (1909).
Khong ddm nudi & nha nén géi cho mot
ngudi Tho 6 Xa Lon nudi, ngudi va doé
tén Thock, nén goi Tuyén 1a “con nic
Thock” (con 6ng Thock). Nu6i manh
san sdn, toi tiing thay chad nay, rat s sia.
DPugc ba tuoi bong dau roi chét, theo toi
vi luc dé khong biét cach nudi hai nhi
nhu ngay nay.

6. Mot ky tiéu san. Toi con nhé nam
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ay, duong vady quanh mam com budi
sang, 16i chin gid ban mai, me t6i mét,
bd dia vo giudng nam. Chua kip kiém
ba mu hay mu dén chua kip thi sdo, lam
mét, trong nha lang xang. Khong biét lam
cach nao cho ngudi mét dé thd, chi co
cach ho ltia xoa bop tay chan. Cé ngudi
ban ki€ém mai rua dot xong cho c6 khoi
thi mau thay khoe. B&i khong c6 san mai
ruia nén trong lic bai roi Ba t6i lay cai xe
cat ctia toi choi hang bita, dap nat cho
vao 10, ma cdi xe ay von la mai con can
dudc la gidong rua that 16n ; nhé dé me
toi thoat con nguy. Toi khong tiéc cai xe
do tay Ba tdi ché, c6 tra bon banh cay
va chd cat dugc nhiéu, choi rat tha, duy
nhdé mai tich ndy, cho dén nay t6i chua
thdy moén do choi tré con nao ngd bang
cai xe mai can dudc nay.
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7. Lan sau rét, nam 1913, nhon sanh
roi me to6i dau kiét. Thué do thudc men
16i thoi, ngudi sanh ma dau binh nay la
rat kho tri.

Thém trong nha con tin nhiéu dj
doan. Chi rudc 6ng thay dan tho la Cu
Lén® dén doc kinh lam phép gidi ta. Udng
thudc Tau roi thudc ta, khong gap thudc
nén me toi tu tran.

Me t6i chi c6 mot lan 1én Sai Gon
di mot chuyén véi Ba t6i. Ky dé cé sam
dugc mot cdi qua xach bon ngin bang
tre dan, son den chay chi vang, nay toi
con giti ky, d€ trén ban tho lam ky niém.
Ky di ndy trudc nam sanh toi, at 16i nam
1901 gi d6. Thé la cai qua dén nay, da trén
bay muoi nam.

6 V& Cu Lén, xem lai bai “Hi dung ngai Cao Mién” trong tap
6 Cudn “SO tay ctia ngudi choi ¢6 ngoan” tu trang 204 dén
trang 226.
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Me t6i, nudc da trang. Nhiing nguoi
ban gai sau nay noi lai véi toi “ma chau
lich sy’ nguoi lam”. Ngudi dang xinh
xinh khong cao khong thap, khong map
cling khong gay, toc den va dai chi got.
Ra chg két duyén véi Ba t6i khong day
mot ndm ma noéi tiéng Viét rat ranh, pha
thém nhiing thanh ngt Mién dich lai cho
nén 16i n6i cd mot hinh dung la tai, cacyy,
cac ba cung x6m déu thich va mong két
lam chi em ban. C6 1é mdt phan nao to6i
giong me t6i v€ cach an ndi, ché Ba t6i it
cudi it ndi, co tanh nghiém va ngao tham
nén cau chuyén cé hoi budn té. Me toi
rat gioi vé khoa nau nuéng hang doi biia
vGi cac diéu Mién Viét va Tau di chg it
tién, ma mon an la miéng. Co6 tanh khéo
chiéu chudng chong, con doéi véi t6i thi
cung dao dé. Mot ty du nhé la me t6i lya

7 Loi néi ctia y Nam Duong Thi Ky va cia me xa Chung Hiéu
Qui (yla di)
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ca 16n miéng cho t6i dn ma khong day
cach thic an cd c6 xuong nhiéu, cho nén
ngay nay toi khong biét lua xuong ca. Me
toi biét toi cd tanh thich nhiing gi goi la
c6 dién cho nén thuong hay gheo. Tham
chi m6n mam l6c chung nguyén con véi
thit bAm nhd la mén toi ghét va it khi mé
daa vao. MOt hom me toi don trén mam
moén d6 va néi nho véi Ba toi 1a mam la
cua ba Pht An biéu, mam ct dé danh
da trén muoi nam roi. Toi nghe lam vay
rang nin thé an mam chung dén quen
mui, toi biét an mam ti d6 ; nhung ciing
tti d6 moi 1an don mam lén mam la me
to6i moi lan nhao t6i tat ham do co.

Me tdi vé tuéng di¢n khong phai la
ngudiyéu s, nhung khong biét visao tho
chi c6 ba muoi lam tu6i. Khi me t6i mét,
trong nha cudc lam an dang phan chan
bong bi ngung tré, trong nha vang bong
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ngudi quan xuyén, budn ba vo cung. Toi
vi mé say ti€u thuyét truyén Tau, lai co y
nghi vién vong muon ty ti d€ theo me !

Cai budn vu vo ndy sanh tu day.

Can binh khéi nguyén tii sanh san,
rdi trong lic nam bép, binh bién ra
chung kiét. Néu ngay nhu bay gi¢ thi
mot la khong lam binh kiét, vi én udng
day du, khong nam ltta néng nuc thi at
binh khong sanh ; hai la v6i khoa y hoc
toi tin, binh di cach may cling dé trt.
Hai thay, thoi budi ay, thudc Tay khong
may ai tin dung vi chua du ddm bdo. Ban
dau me t6i dau so sai, uéng thuoc thay
Tau khong thay bdt, tai hai nhit la bén
ngoai t6i mot hai ép theo phuong phap
c6 truyén trong Xoai Ca Na rudc thay
Mién la Cy Lén, dua dén nha mdi ngay
hai bia com tuom tat c6 moén nhau ngon
lanh, dé thay trua va t6i lam phép, doc
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than chd, bat me t6i ngdi trén bd van
vach tran lung cho thay vé bua, phun
nudc phép va cung bong hoa den sap...
Lam nhu vdy ma mudn con ma binh rat
lui. Chi ton ga gio, dau heo ludc, cho
sudéng miéng thay nhau. Binh mot ngay
mot nang. Nam ltia néng qua dén 16
lung phai 16t 14 chu6i ma nam. Cu Lén
da chay, day qua rudc con cua lao, lai ton
thém rugu trang, com ngon.

Gan Tét, me t6i con ran ngdi day
may cho Ba tdi mét bo 4o quan luc soan
den, noi pha lting “e cho chua ki€m dugc
nguoi méi” de dau do la 16i troi trang
dé vinh biét. R6i con gugng an Tét mua
cam Tau hong kho, ra giéng thi nam
liét. Me toi goi to6i dén bén giudng, cian
ddn du diéu, phai cham hoc, coi trong
coi ngoai, nd trang dé€ lai ran git d€ ntia
cudi vg, no6i vdéi toi rat nhiéu, nay mdi
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biét dé la 1oi tu gia, luc ay toi chi biét
khdc. Ngay mudi bay thang hai nam Ay,
Qui Stiu (1913), me toi tu tran. Ba toi la
nguoi chat da, toi khong bao gio thay Ba
toi chay nudc mat, thé ma tdéi con nhé
Ba t6i ding bén giudng, khoc 16n khi me
toi tat hoi : “Minh 6i ! Minh bo t6i ma di,
sao minh ¢” Nhé dén ma dut rudt.

Me t6i dugc tdm liém trong mot cai
hom béng g6 sao, gia sau, chuc bac, mot
sO tién kha quan trong vao thdi ay, cho
nén ngay nay con danh tu thuong thay
ma khong udéc lugng gid tri va nghia
dung ctia né la “dong bac 161’

Khi liém t6i c6 y khdc cho roi nuédc
mat vao xac me tudng mong me sé vé
bdo mong cho minh thdy trong giac
chiém bao, nhung nao thay hinh dang
me lan nao ? Khi dong quan, t6i nam
hom, tlic nam dai xuéng dit cho khiéng
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quan tai di ngang qua than thé, goi rang
bao hiéu theo tuc xua. R6i pho gay tang,
moét nhanh vong nho suén dudt khong
c6 mat, tugng trung cho tinh me thuong
con vO bd bén. Me t6i dugc an tdng trong
ray nha, noi ndy c6 ngudi &, khong dam
chon ngoai dong vi s¢ quan phu thuay
trom dao luyén thién linh cdi. Ma chay
lam theo tuc ¢6 giti dung theo Tho mai
gia 1€, nhung ndm t6i dugc mudi hai tudi
(1914), nhon dip bai truéng, bén ngoai
toi dua toi lén chtia Xa Lon, gan Xoai Ca
N4, xudng toc cao ludn chon may?®, cho
madc bd do vang cua sdi Mién, quy trudc
ban Phat, c6 mét dng luc Tho qui ké bén,
ong ndi ti€ng nao to6i nhai lai tiéng nay,
ay la phép tung kinh sdm hoi, cau cho
vong hon me dugc sém siéu thang. Tuc
ay la tuc tu tat, chi c6 hai muoi bon gic

8 Phong tuc Thd thdy sai phai cao chon may, vi nhuéng may
1én xudng la mot cach ra dau hiéu choc gai.
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ké mot ngo, trai giGi tinh tac, 1€ ciu siéu
theo phép Thé. Bao hai khi nhép truong,
16t n6n chao thay, cai vanh ndn 6 lai trén
dau vi téc moc chua kip can vanh nén
lai nhu c6 kim gut cai hay dinh déng
chat. Mién hon me dudgc siéu sinh tinh
dd, may chi em ban gai thay to6i troc dau,
nhao cudi toi nao ké sa gv’.

Me t6i rat thich truyén Tau. T6i nao,
trong lic t6i hoc bai noi bo van, Ba toi
doc Tam Quéc hay Kim c6 ky quan trong
nguyén van chi Han, rdi dich lai cho gia
dinh nghe, cdnh dam am nay, khi me t6i
chét thi khong con nia.

Vé sau me t0i chat mét mua truyén
Tau phién am ra qudc ngl, gia moi
cuoén bén cac bac, lac dy chi ¢6 ban &

9 Doan noi vé phong canh chuia Xa Lon, xin xem trong tap
Hau Giang Ba Thac noi chuong ndi vé chim diéc lam 6 chung
quanh chua va nin lang khi sai lung kinh sang, (chuong san
chim Rach Gid)
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Soc Trang tai nha thim bang Quang Sen
(Tchoan-seng) mua ti Sai Gon vé. Me
toi tap doc véi thay la Ba toi, va rat sang
da, khong bao lau doc dugc truyén quoc
ngli. Ngay nay nhiing bd truyén nay toi
con cat git trong tu sach, dong bia tu té
nhung git ludn to gidy bia ci c¢é in nam
xudt ban, nhd vay biét dugc truyén Tau
dich ra quoc ngti, trong Nam ¢ trudc
hon ngoai Bac.

To6i nhé lai me t6i la ngudi cé tay do
bac, danh bac it khi thua, va c6 linh tanh,
btia nao trong long hoi hop thi ai moi
cach may ciing khong di va btia 4y néu
guong di thi thua la cai chac. Nhung me
toi rat kinh né€ chong, khi nao Ba t6i cho
phép, me t6i méi dam di choi bai, khi
thi nha Ba Phu An (1a ba noi sau nay cta
cd Tu Tuyét, ngudi vg toi da ly di), khi
khac nha 6ng Bang Tu (Luu Liéu). Toi

4. Nhé song than



130 | Vwong Hong Sén

con nhé mot hdém me t6i di choi nha ba
Pht An vé, cam cho t6i ndm ba trdi bon
bon, khi khac nam ba trdi buén quén
(chii goi ngd quén), khi khac nita mot
thé s6-co-la hiéu Nestlé trong c6 nhéan
hot diéu hat dé, toan 1a nhiing thuc an
ngon me 1én gidu dem vé cho con, khac
v6i guong Luc Tich trong Tam Quoc la
con dem vé cho me.

Me t6i mat, Ba toi thu tang ké ba nam
(hai muoi bay thang) r6i mdéi tuc huyén.
Trén cta cai, luc tang khd, c6 dan bon
chii Han gidy xanh ké chi phan “Tam
nién tha 1€

Toi tuy hu nhiéu nhung t6t s6. Me
toi chi danh t61 mot lan hai roi nhe, vi toi
lam biéng & do, khong chiu tam. Toi co
ca thay ba ngudoi di ndi ti€p nang khan
stia tui cho Ba t6i, nhung khong co di,
nao noi nang toéi mot tiéng chd dling
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noi chi la ddnh dap. Vay ma, me t6i lo sg
nhiit lic lam chung 1a d€ con lai e nguoi
sau hanh ha.

Do nit trang ctia me t6i, trén mudi
lugng vang, déu do Ba tdi tu tay ché tao.
Vé sau Ba toi déu c6 trao lai téi da so. Toi
lay do6 cudi ba Tuyét. Khong phai téi noi
xau, nhung 6ng nhac t6i day t6i phong
luu td d6 tudng.

Nhac mau t6i mat nam 1928, toi
dugc doéi vé toa bo Sa Déc. Lay cha vg
xin lanh ctia hdi m6n mudi lugng vang
ve, la cdi hop khong. Co bac thua cam
c6 hét. Trao cho tbi ba cai gidy cam do
ma toi lam sao mdéi ra doi, co tién dé
chudc ? May thoi sét lai mot chiéc sau
chi Tuyét deo trong tay nay da tra vé toi.
Lac dyung nha tai Gia Pinh, miy phen
dem cam chiéc vang nay noi ti¢ém nhung
dau nghéo tang thi€u hut dén dau, ciing
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ran chay tién chudc vé vi la di tich duy
nhtt cua me, cdc mén vang kia da bi bén
vg trudc cdm ban danh bac hét roi.

Ngay nay troi cho dugc khac. Tién
tai ma chi ? Sang giau ma chi ¢ Cta cai
sam mdi chia day nha thé€ ma may chiéc
vang ctia me chuc ngon dé lai khong gin
giti dugc.

Mai cho dén ngay nham mat lia doi,
me toi khong biét cay son hop phan la
gi. Cho dén nhiép anh chup hinh luc dé
cling kiéng vi s¢ mdy danh hép hon. Bai
vay me toi khong luu anh dé lai. Véi céi
dep dung di ty nhién cta hoa moc ngoai
trdi, sanh noi thon da, me t6i khong sg
dam suong dang nang. Chét sém that
la tic t6i. Me toi mat, tho ba muoi lam
tudi. Con trong tudi Nhan Hoi (ba muai
ba), nén tuc 1é cuGc thém ba tudi (mot
tudi vua cho, moét tudi lang xa cho, mot
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tudi do 6ng ba cho), trén gia triéu dé tho
tam thap bat tuc’, khong phai cé y doi
trdi, that su cau chic con chau khoi nan
yéu soO.

To6i nghiép, tiéng me t6i goi day la
dé viét vao sach. Khi sanh tién, t6i goi
me t6i bang c6. Vi nha cé nuoi hai anh
hoc trd hoc nghé thg bac véi ba t6i, anh
Diép Hui (Hué) va anh Hua Siéu, von la
chau goi me t6i la cd rudt, toi bat chude
goi theo. Gan day nap quan, t6i khoc
ke, huyén thién, cling réo “Co oi! Co
hai!” “Con ma khéng goi me bang me,
chti Hi€éu dé dau ?”. Qua that t6ila do hu.

Vuong Kim Hung - Sanh nim At
Hoi (1875), ngay 21-11, gi6 Stiu (Tu Dtic
nam thu 28 - Quang Ty nguyén nién).

Tt : ndm Canh Ty (1961), mong hai
thang chap (18-1-1961).
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An tang trong ray nha, gin md me
toi, ngay mong sau (22-1 ndm 1961).

Dan - Tiéu st cua Ba, t6i viét luc Ba
con sanh tién, ndm Ky Hgi 1959 luc dy Ba
t6i da tdm muoi lam tudi, da an bat tuin
cach bén nam trudc, va van con du tri
nhd, minh man va sang su6t, ké chuyén
xua tich cli ¢6 mach lac khong lan quén
chut nao.

Chiing con muing riéng c6 hanh phtc
16n cua tréi danh lai, con cha gia khuong
kién, va con xin phép Ba cho con viét cam
tudng ctia con dé nhd Ba doc va xem lai,
nhu cé chd nao chua diang su that, sé chi
day cho con diéu chinh lai, trong luc Ba
con du minh man xét doan.

Con c0 y rdn viét dung nhu con dugc
nghe thay Ba tli nho, khong té diém van
hoa, hoa chang cdc em cac chdu trong gia
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dinh, khi doc chuong nay, sé biét thém
lich st mot ngudi cha, mdt 6ng nodi, mot
nguoi trong €ho Vuong dang ton dang
kinh.

Cin Tu

Sén

Nhdc lai :

Khi 6ng néi chung t6i con sanh tién,
ong c¢6 mua dugc mot miéng dat tho
trach toa lac dudng Dai Ngai, gid ba tram
dong bac I6n. SG dat nay dién tich 16i ba
tram thudc vuong, hién co xay hai cdn
phd mot ting lau do gia dinh em chung
toi la Vuong Minh Quan dang 6. Dat
nay thudc quy dia vi & ngay trung tam
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chau thanh trén mot con dudng thi tu,
thé ma vai ndm sau ngudi ké cdn nai ban
mot s& dat y nhu vay & sat s¢ dat dng ndi
toi, cling dinh gid ba tram bac y nhu s&
no, nhung 6ng noi téi khong ham mua
nhiéu vién 1€ rang chanh pht c6 1é bo
tu ngudi thi€éu thué, s¢g khi mua rui hut
tién tra thué vao tu la oan udng qua. S&
dat ndy ché chi mua lac d6 thi néi rong
miéng dat kia ra xap hai, (va nay da tré
nén hai can pho lau, mot la quan nudc,
hai la nha cho vay bac chetty nay ban lai
cho mo6t Hué kiéu).

Luac mua dat, thi ba t6i chua truéng
thanh, cho nén 6ng t6i khai cudc tudi Ba
toi 1én mudi tam dé c6 quyén ding bd
lam cha dat.

Viéc lam nay c6 ba y nghia : moét la
ong t6i thuong Ba t6i la con trai truéng
nam ; hai 1a 6ng t6i tranh ding tén, e
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ngay sau co viéc tranh tung long dong
gitia hai dong con chdnh va thu ; ba la
ong tdi da co linh ting khong tho, nén
tha d€ Ba t6i lam chu 1a mot cach lo xa.

Ba ndm sau, 6ng t6i mat. Ba toi xiét
bao bdi roi, vi tudi hai muci moét con
qua tho, lam sao hiéu hét viéc doi. Thém
td co6 vo than, khong ba con ho hang,
khong ngudi chi dan. Gitia luc 4y lai gép
nan bi chta dat dudi nha doi dat lai. Dat
ndy cua ong Xuong Ha la than phu ba
Nam Ky, ban ctia me t6i, vi tri § nga tu
dudng trudng toa Xavary, nay la day pho
cha s& ho dao. Tang cha con mang nang
trén dau, vi khong cho & nén Ba t6i phai
cuong ra xay cat ba cdn nha trét trén s6
dat ctia 6ng noi toi délai. Ba can nha ngodi
nay, toi tling & tli lac au tho cho dén nam
di hoc truong 16n Sai Gon, ngdt hai muoi
ndm truong. Néu khong xay ra nan lam
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dep thanh pho, d& pho trét xay pho lau,
thi dén nay ba cdn nay van con ton tai va
trd nén mot co tich vi rat kién c6, it ntia
da tiing che chd cho ba anh em chung
toi, t6i va em Quan em Canh, vui song
nhting ndm dai vo tu ly dudi mai ngodi
tuy thap nhung am ap va hanh phtc nay.

Nam Ba t6i cat nha la ndam Ky Dau
(1897). Nam 4ay trong tinh S6c Trang
dang bi nan that mua va doéi kém. Budn
ban € nhé khd khén. Vi tinh thé nhu vay,
cho nén 6ng bang Sdo, tén thiét la Nham
A Sao, via la bang truéng bang Quang
Dong, viia cht mot nha hang ban com
Téay va rugu Tay rat dong khach, vua la
cht métlo gach, 6ng bang Sdo ay ung ban
chiu vat liéu xay cat nha cho Ba tdi, chi
trd trudc mé nham con lai 1an hoi chting
nao c6 thi tra ciing dugc. Lai may thai lac
ay c6 mot nhom thg Triéu Chau tu bén
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Tau sang qua Soc Trang cat chua va hién
dang lam canh khong cong that nghiép,
toan la tay thg mdc thg ho chuyén mon,
nhém nay dén lanh lam an cong viia ho
viia moc, viia xay gach lgp noc vua bao
dd moc ctia néo hét thay ma chi cé mot
tram mudi hai dong bac 16n, thi du biét
vao doi dé dong bac trang can ndng hai
muoi bay ca ram qua 16n va ndng dén
buc nao. Ba tdi cat nghia cho t6i nghe,
trong 16i giao két v6i thg : néu tra mot
traim dong bac tién cong (100$00) thi
thg khoi phong t6 trén ndc ngoi, bang tra
da s6 mot tram mudi hai dong (112$00)
thi ngoi trén ndc phai phong t6 ldn tron
nhu 6ng, y nhu noc cac chua Tau Chg
Lén ludn cd con luon trén néc ciing phai
phong t6 chay chi khéo léo.

S6 di doan nay tdi noi dai dong la
mudn cho thay bac tién khodng 1897
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rat cé gia tri, cong tao tac 112%00 luc
dé cling vi bang bac triéu ngay nay ché
chdng choi.

Ba cdn nha trét ki€u Tau nay rat kién
c6 va rat dep, theo y tudng cua t6i. Moi
long cén cé ba thudc ba tdc bé ngang, bé
sau gan hai chuc thudc. Mat tién nha, gan
muoi thudc Tay, c6 mot hang song cay
biang g6 ddu viia dua anh sang vao nha
viia ton vé dep ; udng cho mot vudng nha
xua nhu vdy cling nhu cac nha c6, 16p
trudc, nay khong con cai nao dé€ nhac lai
di vang chg Soc Trang cta dau thé ky 20.

Via cit xong, qua tran bdo to nam
Giap Thin (1904), nha cta Ba t6i chiu
ndi khong hé han gi. Pau hom mua rat
16n, r6i gié thdi mot ngay mdt manh,
cang vé khuya gié cang to va chuyén
huéng, thdi qua lai, dén nodi goc me to
trong noi lé dudng trudc nha troc goc va
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nga ludn viia tan viia nhanh 14, nam gon
trén ndc, mua cang l6n hot, gi6 thdi vu
vu, nha kéu rang rac, Ba tdi va me t6i déu
thic, me tdi 6m toi vao long, dén dudc
toi thui, ba noi t6i 6m cai mén trum
hét minh mady ma con rén lanh, ca nha
khong dam néi di dau, ngoéi mot ché ma
chiu tran, vi ngoai dudng mua gi6 cang
ghé ron hon niia. May canh cta thong
nhu muon téc ra khoéi ngach ; cac chét
cay dap qua dap lai, gié chen ké khe vach
ctia, thoi lon vao nha tiéng kéu ken ket
nghe nhu ai rén ri va nghién rang. May
sao khi trdi gan sang, gio diu b6t roi ém
luén. Gan trua mo cua ra thi nha khong
sao ca, nhung ngoai duong cay c6i nam
la liét, noc thi€c, mai hién hai day pho
bay td tung. Trdn bao ndm Thin dén nay
con nhac. Ca nha xim nhau muing vi tai
qua han.
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Mot ng6i nha chac chan nhu thé, von
xay cat dong mdt kiéu vai toa cong s&
Quang Dong va toa cong s& Triéu Chau
cung 6 mot con dudng Dai Ngai, nhung
¢ khong dugc sudt mot doi nguoi.

L6i nam 1918-1919, c¢6 tham bién
lang-sa tén Antoine Bon, 6ng nay thanh
liém va tt t€ nhu tén da ddt, cung di véi
mot Uy ban ra thanh phd xem xét tiing
day nha va ra linh tron pho hai bén con
dudng Dai Ngai va duong tro ra chg thit,
phai triét ha tat ca d€ thay thé bang pho
cd lau, goi chinh trang thanh pho. Nay
xin noéi ra dé thay sy vi than vi ky cta
thoi dai nao cting cé. Nguyén trén dudng
di ra chg c6 ba can nha trét cia mot ong
huyén vé€ huu, 6ng nay lai c6 ngudi con
gdi dau long g cho mot ong ky su Viét',
goc ngudi 6 Sa Déc Luc dy ong Trudng

10 Ong Luu Vin Lang ki su cong chénh va cha vg 1a Tran
Quang Thuan.
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tién ¢ SOc Trang, tén Noncet, cd y tan
on quan thay minh la 6ng ky su, nén dé
nghi chtia lai khoi triét ha ba can nha
ong huyén, lay ¢4 6ng la cyu cong chiic,
thanh bach nén khong tién xay cat nha
lai mdi, va tinh canh dang nén ctiu giap.
Nhung khong ly n¢i thanh pho chi chtia
cd ba can nha ay. B&i thé, nén tham bién
Antoine Bon, khi xét dén ba can nha cta
Ba t6i, thay con chac chan va méi, nén dé
nghi chiia luén ba cdn nay khoi triét ha
lap tic va dugc trién han thém ba ndm
niia, nhu vdy d€ tranh 16i di nghi, va dé
cting la cong binh vi nha Ba tdi con chac
chan va kha dep. Ky thét Ba t6i khong c6
van dong va xin x4 v&i ong nao ca. Nhung
madc dau dugc trién han, dén 16i ndm
1920-1921, trong luc tdi 1én hoc trudng
Chasseloup, Sai Gon, thi Ba t6i dé nha va
cat lai hai can pho lau bang xi mang co6t
sat. Hai cdn nha nay, moi can bon thuéc
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hai bé ngang, hai chuc thuéc bé dai, luc
xay dung, chi ton c6 tam ngan dong bac
(8.000$00 va nay mang s6 hiéu 31 va 33
duong Hai Ba Trung. Vé&i gia hién thoi,
hai can nha nay tri gid phong dudi hai
chuc triéu (bac nam 1974). Nhung nam
1920-1921, nhu da noi, s& phi xay cat
chi cé tdm ngan bac (8.000$00) vi luc ay
sat chi c6 nam xu mot ki va xi mang ban
trong thung cdy moét tram ki, hiéu Port-
lanh, sdn xuat tai Hai Phong, chi cé ndm
dong bac ngoai mdi thung. Thg moc thg
h6 lanh nghé, lanh méi ngay cong mot
dong nam cac (1$50) va nhon cong tay
ngang ttc cu-li thi trd nam cac bac mot
ngay cong. Nhung phai néi mot dong bac
thud ay 16n 1am, nén c6 cau “mot dong
bac xai mot ngay khong hét”, va cé ngudsi
ti nho dén gia, chét xuong 16, van chua
thay mdt to gidy mot tram.
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Nam Ba t6i cat nha day la nam 1895.
Luc d6 Ba t6i dugc hai muoi hai tudi, ké
vao tudi 4y ma da c6 nha, ty minh bay
nhdy véi canh 16ng ctia minh, thi ciing
la hanh phuc. Nhung qua ndm hai muoi
bon tudi thi cd6 Hai, ngudi chi x8¢ vac
ganh gong lai qui tién, bé Ba t6i mot
minh bo vo khong ai gitp d&. Nam hai
mudi lam tudi thi Ba toi cudi me toi.

Nay tré lai, nha cat xong, khi don vo
&, d€ an tan gia, thi Ba toi chi con von ven
bon dong bac trang. Khong dam moi ai
dé dai ding. Vé6i bon dong bac nay, Ba
toi ké lai, thi Ba noi toi ddn lay ra mot
dong mua mot nan sap trang Ca Mau dé
xe cdp den lé Phat ; mot dong mua mot
mam gao trang cing Phat ; con lai hai
dong thi sam 1€ vét rudc ba 6ng Sai trén
chtia Nham Lang dén tung kinh cau an
theo phong tuc Tho cho trong nha trong
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ctia dugc mat mé ém am, goi la 1€ “sott
monn”. Goi la sam sanh 1é vat, nhung
khdi ton vi ldy cua nha da cé. Duy khi
1€ cau an tung xong, sing ngay ta cong
dic ba 6ng su Mién, kiéng 6ng sdi nhi
chtt ddm mdt dong bac va kiéng hai 6ng
sai nho theo phu sy, modi 6ng nam cac
bac, thé 1a sau khi rudc thay vé lam phép
cau 1€ binh yén trong nha roi 1a hét sach,
khong con dong bac nao sot lai trong
ruong. (Mdi dugc sdi nhi vi sdi ca git
chua it di lam dam).

Tuy vay troi sanh tr6i duéng. Nho
Ba t6i lam nghé thg bac dugc nhiéu tin
cdy nén dong ra dong vao ciing du chi
tiéu. Ba toi thuat tiép rang dip Tét ndm
do, trong nha con hai phong xu dong
moi phong dém dugc mot tram dong xu,
tic ca thay la hai dong bac. Ba t6i dinh
bung sé xuit ra hai phong dé rudc mot
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ganh hat chdp Triéu Chau vao nha hat
choi mot chau thi ciing chua sao, vua
cau hy cho nam mdi, vliia mua vui dau
ndm, vua trut hét nhiing khoé cuc uu tu
nam cl trong chau hat nay. Ng& dau tang
tang sang biia mong mot, ctia nha viia
hé md& thi da c6 mot ganh hat chap vao
chao chia''. Ba t6i d€ bon ndy vao, chung
viia leo 1én bd van go bén tay mdt trong
nha, ngéi don chua ddt mot ban, thi
bong déu cé mot ganh khac nghe trong
nay cé tiéng don, chung né lam nhu cao
cao an lua, ching x6 ctia khép ra vao va
leo 1én bd van bén tay trai ngoi déi dién
v6i ganh kia khong dgi mai va cling bay
don bay trong ra viia ca viia héat viia chdo
chia, vlia chiic mting ndm mdi cho cha

11 Mdy chuc nam vé trudc, tai Soc Trang c6 mot ganh phat
Tiéu, vi thung dung y phuc ctia ho son den nén goi la ganh
thung den (6 lang). M6i dip Tét ho t6 chiic nhiéu t6p di hat
dao, goi hat chap va noéi theo tiéng Tiéu la hat chao chia. Hai
tiéng nay dich ra la “tdu thuc’, tlc hat chay gao, hat cho mau
cho le r6i chay di ch6 khac hat niia, d6 la chao chia
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gia cau tdn xuén da thang sy..”

Hai ganh hat chdp hat xong, Ba toi
thudng moi ginh mot phong mot tram
dong xu goi bang gidy do goi tién li xi
(va day mdéi dung nghia hai chii nay, tuc
la tién thudng cong hat ; ngoai ra déu loi
dung va li xi c6 nghiala h6ilg). Hai ganh
hat viia lui ra khdi ctia, Ba t6i lat dat gai
song déng kin lai, vi hai dong bac (hai
phong xu) dé danh an Tét da xai hét ca
hai r6i. Trong nha khong con mot dong
mot chii nao, néu ctia khong déng, rui
c6 moét ganh nao dén chao chia, tién dau
ma li xi, chdng 1a ddu ndm gip xui quiy !

Chuyén tuy ti ti€u, nhung t6i muén
nhac lai d€ cho thay doi nay haoi hot tién
ngan bac van chudc lay mot tiéng cudsi
khong tiéc tay, toi an han cho téi mua
do6 c6 qua nhiéu tién, t6i x6t thuong doi
trudc c6 nhan va ong ba toi qua chat vit.
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Nhacviécba can nha cii, nay tdi thAm
tiéc vi néu khong cé viéc kién thiét canh
tan, thi at dén nay van con ton tai vi xay
cat ky luéng chac chan lam. Mot viéc vat
nho xin ldy lam guong dé€ chiing té long
hi€u hoa va c6 tranh viéc tranh tung cta
Ba t0i, la khi d& nha ct dé€ xay nha mdi,
vao nam 1920-1921, khi dao dat nén dé
dé bit-ton noi vach sit can pho tiém hét
toc ctia Xung (Tudng), vi dao sau hon
bén kia thém bo trong, chua kip do xa
ban bit-ton, gitia luc ay bi mua dai sudi
dém dat tham uét, thém vach pho cha
khong lam nén du stic khién nén vach
ph6 cua Xtng bong ran nit tuy chua
de chét ai nhung sang ngay chu pho va
ngudi & pho xin doi tién thiét hai va ham
he doi kién Ba toi ra toa.

Nhung Ba t6i chiu diéu dinh, va
khong dgi kién thua, day thg pha vach
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ntt xay lai vach mdi, s ton hét bay tram
dong bac. Ba t6i ndi tha chiu ton cho
ém chuyén giti dugc niém hoa khi véi
lang giéng va khoi dinh tré viéc tao tac.
Tanh Ba t6i gioi nhin nhuc, “théi nhut
b tu nhién an’, khong chiu cai 1é kéo
dai, khong trong mong noi su thua kién
16i thoi c6 khi xt hoa. Tanh Ba t6i ngay
thang va khong thich sy tranh tung. Bay
gio toi xin ké lai doan ti€u st ndy dé cac
em va cac con chau ho Vuong biét rod
va thém kinh mén cha chung t6i la 6ng
Vuong Kim Hung.

NHG BA TOI

Ba tdi tén la Vuong Kim Hung,
ngoai ra con goi “anh Ba Kim Hén’, vi
thud dy thich xen tiéng Tau va xung ho
theo giong Tau. Tanh ngudi rat hién
nhung cdc. It dn it ndi. R4t 1a cuong truc
va hé nghe ai an noi phach 16i thi ghét ra
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mdt. Ciing vi cdc, khong dan dugc tanh
nong thém mau gidn gitii, mau budn
phién nén Ba t6i cé nhi€éu moi lo khong
dang, cling vi san tanh da sau da cam.
Va cé 1€ t6i cling lay mdi vu tu vo cin
cu nay cho nén khong biét tan hudng
hanh phtc tréi danh. Lo nhiéu vui it, khi
c6 viéc thi sdu mudn lay minh, thém cé
tanh quan trong hoa chuyén vit, khién
cho tim hon it dugc tho théi. Trat doi
ra lam chiing da mat én mat ngu ca dém
ngay. (Cing nhu to6i viia roi c6 gidy to
canh sat mién Dong doi dén diéu tra ly
lich vé viéc toi gia nhap hoi Dong Duong
hiéu cd (Société des Etudes Indochinois-
es), khi nhan dugc gidy moi, toi tudng
tugng du thu trong 6c va long chi toan
muon tron hon 13 di trinh dién !).

Vé hao phu thé Ba t6i c6 dén bon doi
vg. Khi me t6i mat thi Ba tdi tuc huyén.
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Khi me cua hai em t6i lIa Quan va Canh
qua doi thi Ba t6i cudi me ctia em Vinh.
Hai ngudi ké mau niy déu biét lo lam
an va giup ich cho gia dinh chung t6i rat
nhiéu. Dén khi me cta Vinh dau binh
ma mat, thi Ba t6i chap ndi v6i me cta
Phat (da tu tran) ; ba nay tuy hién tu va
biét nau an khéo léo duy phai mat tat la
ham bai bac, ddnh nho thodi chi cau vui,
nhung du lam cho Ba t6i buon phién
lac tudi gia. Sy that Ba toi c6 bon doi vg
nhung déu ti€p ndi nhau va khong ai lam
1€ ai.

Ban tanh cua Ba t6i khong ua su
lai vang ban be. Ai dén nha thi ti€p dai
trd chuyén niém néd, nhung Ba tdi it khi
t6i lui noi nha ngudi khac. Trong hang
anh em dong nghiép, duy co chu Ba Vi
la ngudi thudng dén nha Ba t6i nhiéu
nhtit. Cti moi 1an chu di danh bai, cé khi
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ca tudn 1é mai vé€ nha. Nha cha & trudce
mat nha Ba t6i, von mo{t can phd nhd
hep, nén chu Ba thudng qua nha Ba toi
muon ghé trudng ky noi gian gitia lam
ch6 danh mét gidc tru bi, khi thi chi nga
tron cd ngay bé com nudc. Khi khac cha
ngl nhu vdy ca ngay lan dém, khong thay
chu com nudc hay di tiéu, di tiéu.

Ngoai chu Ba V6 Thé Vi thi c6 bac
Tu Chit va chu Tu Khanh cling thudng
dén nha dam dao véi Ba t6i, noi tiéu
lam pha lung pha tré cudi noéi gion gia
vang nha, nhung ciing khong thay ton
tra rugu banh trai chi ca. Bac Tu Chi,
tén that la Ty, nhung vi hay vua Ty Dric
nén anh em goi bac la Chi. Tuy Mién
Nam da bi Phdp chiém, ma long dan con
tudng ni€m vua va trung véi vua khong

doi.
Mot diém toi cho 1a dac biét 1a binh
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sanh Ba t6i thudng ddn con ddn chau
diing du chtic hoi té va riéng Ba toi thi rat
so lam huong chtic lang. Ba t6i ¢6 quan
niém la lam lang 1am tong c6 hai nhiéu
hon c6 1gi. Khong phéi Ba t6i c6 y khinh
khi huong chtc lang va thud dé dau ddm
ndi la lam lang lam tong tuc lam viéc
cho Tay ! Ba t6i la ngudi thiét tha, khong
chiu néi céi giong chanh tri xu thoi dé
dau. Dau cho néi nhu vay, ngay nay sé
dé cao rang biét yéu nudc. Sy that Ba toi
cé kinh nghiém va quan niém riéng la
huong chuc lang la ngudi, vi nghé nghiép
va chtic vi, phai phi ton nhiéu thi gio tai
nha lang nha vudng, néu minh la ngudi
c6 luong tam va hi€u biét trach nhiém,
va nhu vay thi con thi gid dau lo viéc gia
dinh, tic nhién pham cai t¢i bo phé gia
cang ma khong biét. Thém niia lam lang
kho tranh tat rugu che, chén chu chén
anh, ma hét rugu thi con dudng dang
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diém di thda khong xa, cd bac ng nan,
huat xach, chi cho khoi chay ngay vudng
binh kin, lam ng, vay bac cha, thi€éu thué
quan, hé it thi lam khé cho vg con, khi
qua nhiéu thi di dén tiéu tan thanh danh
su nghiép. Bao nhiéu ay cing vi ham lam
quan, dng lang va chang 1a mét 6ng quan
nho trong lang chu gi ?

B&i c6 y nghi nhu vay cho nén Ba t6i
rat s¢g dugc cti hay goi ralflang. Tham noi
thoi ay huong chiic lang Khanh Hung,
biét dugc chd yéu cta Ba t6i la sg lam
lang, lai cang doa bgm, thudong diém chi
vGi tong, quén, quyét 16i kéo ép ra phu
su v6i ho trong viéc lang, vi ho thay toan
nhting loi riéng cho ho. Ba t6i c6 dién
san dé giap ho di hdi di vay bac, mdi khi
trong lang thi€éu hut thué ma bac cong
nho ; Ba t6i lai la ngudi thiét tha dn néi
it oi, dé cam do, dé hing hiép Gia thu
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& vao doi bay gio thi khong dé gi ai ép
budc ai. Nhung vao dau thé ky 20, xa hoi
ta con kém mo& mang, nhiing ngudi cé
mau mat ma khong c6 ngudi che ché rat
1a kh6 tdm véi nan bé dang trong lang.
Ba t6i c6 mdt cach lam cho khoi duogc
bau cti ra lam lang ma khong bao gid co
ai suy nghi dén hodc dau suy nghi dén
cling khé dem ké &y ra dé thuc hanh, s6
la may 6ng may thay c6 vg dén lam vang
v6i Ba tdi chi nudc 1én rang hé nguoi
nao c6 ho so ca nhan khong ddng tét, ti
nhu cd an tu, thi khong dugc lam huong
chtic lang. Vi Ba t6i nhé nhu viy nén rap
tam lam cho c6 an tiét xau xa dé€ biloai ra
khoihdi té lang xa. Ban tanh cia Ba toila
lo Iam an nuoi vg nudi con va rat ghét co
bac. Thé ma 16i nam 1905, sau tran bao
ndm Gidp Thin, ngudi ta thay Ba t6i ngoi
song bac danh cong khai dé cho bi bat bj
giam va bi phat. Nhung toa chi phat va
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ti€u hinh ndm ngay ti va mudi lam quan
tién va vi md6i pham lan dau. Khi nghe
c6 nguoi bdo an nhe nhu vay thi chua
da diéu kién “dugc ché khong cho vu tat
viéc lang”. Nghe lam vay Ba t6i lap tam
tim cach vo6 ngay nha bép quan tham
bién chu tinh, dé€ danh me do moét chu
cai ngudi Tau hot, d€ roi bi bat va bi giai
ra tda mot phen niia, hai phen cach nhau
khong day may thang. Quan toa, cd 1é 1a
ong Grimaud, sau thang chudng ly toa
thugng tham Sai Gon, 14y lam la nén ra
linh cho thong ngon hoi Ba t6i “duyén cé
nao, viia bi phat méi day cting vi ham mé
cd bac, nay lai tat ctt khong chua, ddm
tai pham mot 1an ntia nhu vay ¢~ Ba toi
danh tha that muén c6 an tu dé€ khoi lam
lang. Quan toa ben kéu dn phen nay la
muoi lam ngay tu 6 vi tdi pham, cOng véi
phen trudc ndm ngay an treo, ca thay la
hai muoi ngay tu chan.
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Xin héi may ai trén doi nay lai mudn
mac vong lao Iy do noi y mudn ctia minh
nhu Ba t6i vay chiang ? (Va cau hoi ttc
phai cd cau trd 16i : chinh t6i ngay nay
van cé y nghi vién vong thinh thoang
muon lam khac hon thién ha, dé€ giong
Ba t6i, va luén ludn tii cong chiic dén doi
tu, t6i van lam hu cling vi thé).

Vé Ba tdi, cach d6 ba ndm thi van
chua thodt khdéi nan lam lang. Mot lan
ong huong cha Tran Htu Phuong, sai
moi Ba toi lai nha lang khuyén nhu Ba
toi nén nhan mot chic nho trong lang
dé lam tron phan sy céng dén, vi cdi an
kia khong ké va ai ai cung biét Ba toi
khong phai la ngudi bé tha bai bac. Mot
phen ntia 1a 6ng cai tdng 6ng Hung Ky,
la hang anh cd cua 6ng ndi t6i, trudc kia
cling ngudi trong Thién Dia Hoéi, doi Ba
toi dén cong s lang, phu uy va ép budc
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phdi nhan mot chic viéc v6i ngudi ta.
Phen nay hét phuong chay chdi, nén Ba
toi nhan lam huong tuan (tuy lam huong
tuan la bat dac di va ai muon Ba t6i gian,
cl goi “Huong tudn Hén” 1a Ba t6i do6
quau lién) la chtic lang nho nhtit dé co6
tiéng khong cai 1énh trén va dé khoi ba
cho Ba t6i s¢g nhtit la lam xa trudng, hodc
huong hao hay 1a huong than 1a ba chic
quan trong lo vé thu€ vu. Thudng thudng
ba vi nay di chung nhau, ky chung nhau
gidy to lang mac, thau thué ciing ba 6ng
ma bat linh bat lam cong suu (x4u) sanh
ra thil odn cling ba 6ng, va cling ba 6ng,
dé bi cam do, sa nga, khong ngoi tu vi
tham lam bac cong nho, thi ciing sat ng-
hiép, vi boi thudong thué thau khong da
s0, khong ké ghién gap vg doi vg ba, bai
bac, dang diém va binh tat du thu.

Luc Ba t6i ket trong kham, t6i viia

4. Nhé song than



160 | Vwong Hong Sén

dugc bon tudi ta ba tudi Tay, nhung toi
con nhé rang rang nhu chuyén viia xay
ra ngay hom qua, 1a t6i c6 tling theo chan
me t6i dén tai ché P4 Han, dudng ngd
ngay qua sG vong thoan, dé dang com
cho Ba tdi an va dé chiing kién Ba ndn
toi 4o xanh quan cut, di chan khong, dap
da va day xe rua, ttic loai xe thung sat rat
ndng, chay trén dudng ray sat, thi Phap
goi matériel Decauville, ngay nay tu kho
sai cling khong lam cong viéc lao luc va
nguy hiém nay. Ma hdi vi t0i tinh gi ?
Thua khong t6i gi khac hon la tdi mudn
gili tron phan su lam cha t6t lam chong
ngoan, muon nuoi con nuodi vg dugc am
no, khong mudn bd bé gia dinh, mudn
lam tron phan sy con dan vi biét phan
minh la thdp hen, nhut la khong muén
lam tro khi d6i mao, tudng minh & trén
dau trén c6 dong bao, ngay thudng an
x6i an bét cua dan, va khi vo ctia quan
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thi vang vang da da, khum nam lay tu
Tay mii 16 dén lon-ton (planton) toa bd
¢ Biét dau chiing nho Ba chiu kho ném
mui ti ma ngay nay con chau khoi mac
no va cé nha che than c6 com no da.

Tham nhut 1a ngay Ba t6i man tu ra
vé la trong nha dang lam tuan that that
(bon muoi chin ngay) cho ba néi t6i va
nhu vay cling vi tranh nan lam lang ma
Ba t6i khong tron chit Hiéu. Ba toi rat
lanh nghé thg bac, c6 thé noi trong tinh
khong ai gioi hon.

Ngay nay ngudi cht 10 chi biét nau
vang, théi vang cho chay ra cuc, rdi cin
va giao cho thg con tr6 ra mén do ban
lay tién, bi€t bao nhiéu &y da xung la cha
hiéu kim hoan. Doi véi 16p xua, nhit la
do6i véi Ba toi thi khac :

1. Lam do6 ngang, ttic la d6 nii trang
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tron béng, ti nhu kiéng vang tron hay
c6 cham, hoac nhu vong tron deo c6 tay
hay c6 cang, thi Ba toi lam thét tron bén,
khéo 1éo, khong san sugng, va néu cé
cham thi khong ling 16 nhung nét cham
phai that sau va tinh vi mdi goi la khéo.

2. Vé do vang cham, ngay nay chi
c6 thg Bac va thg Hué con giti dugc co
truyén. Hai thay vi it ngudi biét thudng
thic nén nghé cham ngay cang mai mot,
thém an tién cong mac lam nén it ai dam
ddt lam. Ba t6i tho gido v6i nhiing ngudi
thg c6 danh 16p trude do dng ndi toi rude
vé day, cho nén ndi S6¢ Trang thg cham
déu chay mat Ba tdi, ké vé nghé nghiép.
Hién toi con gilt mot chiéc vang sdu chi
cham kiéu bat tién ky thu nhit thi nhit
hoa, duéi mdi 6ng tién déu cé mot hang
ndm chi nho giai thich, thiét la mdot ky
cong xao tha. Chiéc vang nay la ky ni¢ém
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duy nhtt cia mé nid trang trén mudi
lugng ctia me t6i d€ lai.

3. V€ do dau, tic la vang dau bong
dau trdi nhu tram cai tdc, nia cai dau,
moc tai, hoa tai, do trang stic nay thudc
doé nhd, dau vang, két chi vang thanh
chim phung hay bong tai, cai trén dau
modi budc mdi rung rinh, linh dong,
nhung nay dan ba phu ni cat téc ngan,
khong thay dung nita. Xua Ba t6i hoc du
nghé do dau va do nghiéng. (Nghiéng la
vang cat khtia tli sgi ra hinh con cuén
chiéu, v.v... Vang nghiéng nguyén miéng
khac véi vang dau do nhiéu miéng ghép
va dau vao).

4. Nghé lam do dat, do bit, Ba toi déu
khéo. Ngay nay thg Hué bit t6 xua theo

kiéu “la he” “ba l8”, “giam trong”, “bit tam
khf”.
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Nhiing danh ti nay thudc chuyén
mon it ai hiéu. Bit 14 he 1a gidng 14 he
cong he ; bit ba la thi y nhu ba 14 ghép lai
c6 canh vudng van sac sao ; bi giam trong
thi tron nhu vanh trong ; (may nghé nay
& Hué thg con git dugc co truyén). Bit
tam khi, chuyén moén ctia thg Bac, la bit
moén do6 bang ba kim khi khac nhau, mot
16p dong do, mot 16p bac, mdt 16p thau
Ngay xua 16i 1900, & Sa Déc c¢6 thg Vinh
bit khéo, ting g6i nit trang qua du dau
x30 bén Phap. Mon chuyén mon la bit
chan voi cit thanh 6ng dé€ giat but, giat
quat v.v...

5. Nghé van neo dic kiéu chi ngd,
kiéu duoi chéc, v.v,, lai c6 thi neo bong,
bén trong c6 d6 dé cho dling mop (dé
la da ca ra cat min). Nghé van neo, Ba
toi lam rat khéo va rat mau. Mdi cay neo
tién cong 1a ndm dong bac, lam rong ra
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mot ngay la xong, tinh ra an sudng tién
hon lam nghé thay thong thay ky, luong
thang khong hon hai chuc dong (khong

ké tién tra nudc).

Ba t0i rat sdng, lai cé hoa tay, nhiing
moén do gi ki€u la, mién thdy mdt lan
la nhai lai y hét. Ba toi rat than trong,
vang cua ai dem lai ddt lam mon khac
thi khong khi nao trao doi, tudi vang nao
gili y tudi do, con s6 can so lugng thi cé
cham khac vao mén do khong sai chay ly
nao. Thué dé nhiing 16 kia nhu caa chu
Sau Lau, cha Ba Vi, bac nam Cai. Bac Thg
bot, chi Tu Khanh, van thudng cho vg
con di cac nha quen vg may thay hay y
bang (vg cdac bang trudng), may ba chu
tiém hang xén, lanh d6 vé lam. Ba toi rat
ghét sy ay, va mot doi khi me t6i vi bung
chi em ban tay bai lanh do dat 1am dem
veé déu bi Ba toi trach ct. Ky that Ba toi
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ghét sy quang cdo, theo y Ba tdi, hé nghé
minh hay khéo thi tu nhién tiéng lanh
don xa, “hiiu xa Iy nhién huong”, ha tat
phai dilanh moi tling nha cho ching kh-
inh.

Nha cii cta Ba t6i, nhu da noi, co
ba cdn mat mé. Can gitia c6 16t bo ghé
truong ky ddt lam tai Vinh Long. Tran
tan cu v6 Thanh Théi An bi cudp Thd
doat di moét thai gian sau chudc vé (nay
to6i dem vé nha t6i ¢ Gia Pinh). Hai can
hai bén thi bén ta dé bo van go ba tam
that day ké moét ta do go va sat vach
budng la ban tho 6ng ba, té tién. Cin
htu trudc hét c6 modt ban ké sat vach
trén dé nhiing 6ng goé dung do6 nghé thg
bac (bua, gifia, v.v...) k€ dé 1a bd van ba
g6 sting bong thay mdt, bén trong la ban
thd me t6i, dua vach budng day mit tién
ra trudc. Trén dau bo van sting cé dé
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mot may can vang do Ba t6i mua lai ctia
héi dong Thai Van Bon. Ban can nay dng
B6n mua tan Marseille trong mot cudc
dau xdo tht cong nghé. Ban lai Ba to6i gia
mot tram bac. Ban can nay viia nhe, can
vang rat khoe, hai 6ng thép trui rat ky,
sang ngdi ; xai miy chuc nam ma van
con nhu mdi, khong hé han, nhiing 10
khac van mua mdy cén tan thoi nhung
khong sanh bang, tiéc thay ndm tan cu
v0 Thanh Théi An bi gidc cup ctia Quan
Keo chiém doat!?.

Vi nha Ba t6i rong rdi va mat mé,
thém cé hai bo vdn bang phang, nén
12 Ciing mat luon trong ky chay gidc ndy: mét bap trdm nga
trudc mua ctia cha Chau Giang tén Tang Khao Keo, mdt nga
ung t6i ¢4, mdt nanh heo ddc, mot nanh cop bong, moét nanh
sau dac va mot sling nai ung lam can dao an trau, nhiing mén
ndy nay ké ra nghe budn cudi, nhung dé 1a diu tich ky niém
gia bao trong gia dinh ching tdi riéng quy trong. Chinh tén
thd Keo trude lam huong quan dén nam dao chanh ra mét an
cudp lam khé cho dong bao ta moét lue, chinh né chiém doat
nhiing vat ndy, xin chudc lai khong dugc. Sau tén Keo ciing
bi tha tiéu vi tan ac qua.
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nhom cha chetty cho vay bac lai lam
quen va trda nao ho ciing kéo nhau lai
day nam nghénh ngang nhu trau nudc,
sau khi cha 1ét thi ng6i an trau, moi lan
dn mot hoi mudi may 14 trau ché khong
nhu ta mot miéng la mét 14, roi cham véi
nhau nghe tran “hoach ne ne ?” Khong
maot ai hiéu noi. Budi ban so vi tot bung
Ba t6i khong ndi nang gi, nhung vé lau
Ba t6i tham mét, nhé lai bon nay la bon
cho vay cat ¢6, minh vén khong thiéu ng
no, nay ha cé chung tu tdp nha minh chi
cho khoéi chom xém di nghi, va ti ay Ba
toi ti choi khong ti€p ho ntta. Cé mot
lan lao tao ké map nai ni muodn ban chiu
cho Ba toi mot s& dat tho trach toa lac
lai Bau Voi doc bd kinh xdng, luc d6 viia
md&i dao xong. Gap ngudi khéc thi day 1a
mot hoa lgi to vé tuong lai va mot co hoi
it c6. Nhung d6i v6i Ba toi la ngudi s¢
ng va an chiac mac day, nén Ba t6i khong
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khing mua liéu linh nhu vay.

Vao khoang nam 1917-1918, t6i co
theo Ba t6i qua tinh Rach Gia du cudc
ban dau gia, cling goi ban phdi mai,
ruong lang Phudéc Long, doc theo kinh
xang méi dao. Mai 16 dat thudc ra gia
ndm chuc dong bac, va trung binh ban
dugc tt bdn tram dén nam tram, moi sG
ruéng mudi mau Tay (10 ha). Ba t6i c6
mua dugc mot 16 sau tram bac, vi la dat
tot, ctia Ong gia May khai khén va chiu
nhuong quyén tién mai cho Ba toi. Vai
nam sau Ba to6i ban s& dit nay, vi moi
nam di thau lda rudng xa x6i qua. Ba toi
c6 xin xam noi chtia 6ng Bon tai Chéau
Thanh S&c¢ Trang, cay xam c6 cdu rang :

“Van hoanh Tan lanh gia ha tai,

Tuyét ting Lam quan ma bat tién”.
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béy la dan tich 6ng Han D vi can
vua nén bi day qua déat Triéu Chau, Ba
toi cho la diéu khong tot nén ban rudng
khong tiéc.

TRO LAI BA TOI

Ba t6i thoi lam nghé thg bac rat sém,
lac chua hon bén muoi lam tudi. Ciing
tai chanh phti bay ra s6 bién chép phién
phtic, mdi ba thang phai ém s6 di trinh
co bot duyét ky, chd dgi 16i thoi. Lai thém
mon bai tang hoai ché khong bat.

Ba t6i tanh khong ua cau thuc, ben
tra quach ba-ting (patente) va ciing vi
nam 1919, khi dua to6i lén Sai Gon hoc
trudng Chasseluop, Ba t6i dem tién theo
mua nam chuc lugng vang hi¢éu Dong
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Thanh c6 dong dau ndi con ngua, 1a vang
tot hon hét théi dé. S& di mua 50 lugng
vang la vi hang budn ban ra vang mua
1¢ thi géi gidy bach, con mua 50 lugng
thi cho thém mot hop dung bang trac
khéo lam. Moi lugng mua tai Chg Lén
dudng Quang Tong Cai (Quang Dong
Nhai nay la Triéu Quang Phuc) gia ndm
chuc dong bac. Pem vé S6c Trang ban lai
ndm muoi mot dong, 161 moi lugng mot
dong. Nhung 16i dau khong thay, tu ngay
mua vé gid vang cu sut mai, thét roi téi
nam kinh té khing hoang 16i 1933, gid
vang chi con mudi chin dong mot lugng,
Ba t6i lai khong biét phuong phap mua
nhoi theo, giti dung s6 nam chuc lugng
mac dau trdi sut, thanh thi von mot ngay
mot hao mon, Ba t6i khong thoi chi va
dep nghé lam sao dugc.

Ba t6i c6 nhd ngudi sang Trung Hoa

4. Nhé song than
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14y s6 Tt vivald s6 doan Ba toi tudi khong
qua nam muoi. Lac do Ba t6i dugc bon
muoi hai, b6n muoai ba tudi, béi tin noi
14 s6 nén day t6i nghi hoc va ra lam tho
ky. Ng& dau Ba t6i tho dén ndm nay la
tam muoai ldm tudi gidn sach so trat, lay
ra xem lai, thi trong Tt vi c6 phé cau hé:

“Phu quy song toan, hiém tho doan,
Pa hanh thién sy chuyén thién co”

Gidn sdch khong xong, chi nén miing
Ba t6i dugc tho, va cai thuyét “an phan
tuy duyén” la hay nhit.

*

Toém lai, Ba t6i cang cung t6i nhiéu,
vi cho dén nam 1915, t6i la trai nhut duy
nhat :
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1. Luc t6i nho, lam xe cat c6 banh xe
chay dugc bang mai con can dudc cho
toi chd cat chay choi trong nha ;

2. Khi t6i da trong con nach toi di
xem hat ;

3. Khi t6i truéng thanh, ra lam viéc,
toi co tanh thich choi do c6 Ba t6i khong
né ha cyc nhoc, ra cong bit vang bit bac va
bién ché nhiéu mon xdo thu khong ai co.
Madc diu trai qua nhiéu canh thiéu thon,
toi khong dam ban ra vaxin dan con chau
nén gitt lam ky niém : moét thd 16n thg
Thiéu (xem su tich noi trang 177 cudn
“SO tay clia ngudi choi c6 ngoan”), nhiéu
binh véi ¢6 nap bang vang nam ngoc,
chinh nguoi di cta toi, me cia Vuong
Tan Phat (da mat), mac dau khong tién
cling ran mua cho t6i nhiéu moén la toi
phai giti gin cho xting on ngudi ké mau
hién.

4. Nhé song than
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4. Mot ky niém khac 1a khi t6i viia ra
truong lam viéc noi trudng may duong
D6 Hiiu Vi, méi 14n Ba tdi 1én tham,
mudén phong géi hanh ly roi dén trudng
trao danh thi€p cho ngudi tuy phdi cam
vao cho t6i. Thua Ba, con dau phai 6ng
16n nao dau ma Ba trinh trong thé, ngay
nay nhd lai con cadm dong lam sao.

5. Nhiing btic tho ctia Ba t6i viét va
gdi cho toi tu khi con di hoc Chasseloup
trai qua cdc tinh t6i da lam tho ky muén.
(Sa Déc, Can Tho, Sai Gon) déu dugm
nhuan moét giong yéu thuong, vitdila con
trai trudng, toi hudng nhiéu tinh thuong
va an hué cua Ba t6i hon cac em Quan,
Canh, Hanh, Vinh va Phat. Nhiing tho
nay toi két thanh mot tap, sau nay sé trao
lai cho con t6i, la Bao.

Tiéc thay toi la mot dua bat hanh
bat tai. Hai phen trudc cudi vg déu gap

4. Nho song thdn



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 175

ngudi chdng chung tinh. Mot chi viia
chin thang da ho tan keo ra, khong phai
16i vé t6i. MOt chi sau, thé thot da diéu,
¢ v6i nhau mudi chin ndm trudng roi
cling budc sang thuyén khac. Toi qua 1a
hu. Phen thu ba khong lam hon thu, chi
lam tdi cho ngudi tinh that.

Ngay nay Ba t6i da gia, tdi biét thuong
thi qua muon. Chién tranh kéo dai, toi
khong & dugc tinh nha d€ than tinh mé
khang, tram su déu trong cay vao Quan,
toi lanh phan bat hiéu. (Tu Nhé Ba toi
dén doan nay, viét trudc ngay 14-7-1959
1a ngay géi tap ndy cho Quan cam tay vé
cho Ba duyét lai nhung sau r6 ra Ba toi
khong doc dugc vi ban chép tay, mat gia
doc nhtic mat, nén khong doc)

Qua ngay 20-2-1961 (moOng sau
thang giéng Tan Stu) viét tiép :

4. Nhé song than
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Ngay 1-1-1961 (ram thang chap
Canh Ty), nhan dugc nghi 1é Tét tay,
vg chong ching t6i va Bao, dong vé Soc
Trdng, dugc thay mat Ba luc con khde
manh. Day 1a vi nhé thuong ma vé ché
khong c6 tho bdo trudc, ngé dau do
la mudi bay ngay trudc khi Ba t6i lam
chung, cha con thady mat nhau lan nay
roi vinh biét. Luc & nha tai Gia Pinh, toi
thdy trong long x6n xang bt rit nhu cd
linh tanh bdo diém. Vé nha thay Ba toi
Om hon ky viéng tham may thang trudc,
khi di ding lung thdy khom hon ngay
thudng. Toi dé nghi rudc bac si, nhung
Ba tdi noi : “Thay thudc rudc cling vo ich.
Ho ciing l1a ngudi ho cing chét va khong
cai troi dugce. Chi ton tién cho con chau.
Ba nay nhu den hét dau, chling nao tat
ct dé cho no tat, vay thoi !”.

Toi hen ngay hai muoi ba thang chap
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s€ v€, hay dau ngay mong mdt thing
chap, Ba dung trén cau thang dinh budc
xuong tung dudi nhung khong dugc,
chot cod dda chau noi di 1én, Ba nhin
bao “Quan lén Ba biéu”, nhung nha deén
tat, Quan la em toi stia dugc rdi chay 1én
mdi hay lic ndy trong minh Ba thay mét,
dinh danh day thép goi t6i v€, nhung nay
da khode va Ba t6i dbi y kién sg goi toi
ve ma khong c6 viéc gi thi ton hao nén
khong mudn. Quan thuat lai luc ay thay
Ba khoe mat ué6t trong. Dém mong mot
rang mong hai, Ba ho suét dém khong
ngu. Ba t6i noi véi Quan biia do la ngay
dai han, nén tréi lanh hon moi khi. Sdng
mong hai dung bdy gi6 rudi, § duédi pho
tiéng nhac chao qudc ky trdi vang, noi
phong thong tin thi trén lau Ba t6i thé
hoi cudi cung. Chi cé médt Quan bén goi.
Moi lan Quan d& Ba nam dya lung vao
goi. Ba déu day mdt ngé vé hudng ban
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tho t6 tién. Quan hoi xin giat mung, Ba
con gdc dau ung chiu. Quan hoi thém
: “Trong minh Ba cé khoe ching ¢” Ba
cling gac dau, nhung rang danh bo cap
nhiéu. Mat Ba d6 ghén, Quan l4dy khin
am lau mat cho Ba, ké Ba tat tha.

Lac gan 1am chung, vg Quan hoéi Ba
co tréi lai gi khong, thi Ba lac dau, keé
mot lat ran néi : “Cac con ran lo ma tra
ng !I” Quan tiép, hoi thi Ba con nhan ro :
“Trong ruong Ba con ba ngan bdy tram
dong ctia Sén cho, hay lay lén cét ky, lo
viéc tong tang, kéo mat’”.

Loi ndi chi tinh t6 ra cho dén phut
chot Ba khong lan 16n, van minh man
sang suot cho dén khi tat hoi. Tién nay
toi ding da nhiéu nam, té ra Ba toi
khong dam st dung, va van lay ra c6 ba
trdm xai vdt cho chac may dua chau noi
thudng niu do xin tién an banh. Ba toi
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cé tanh ky ludng, trong ruong nhiing
manh gidy con dé ghim x4p bac, Ba toi
cling khong danh bo ra. Bac Ba d€ trong
0 thau la vat duy nht sot lai caa céi gia
tai Ba mat tron trong dién Xa Lén, anh
vg cua Quan, trong lang Thanh Théi An,
nam tan cu 1946, sau tim lai dugc mé
nham va cai 6 thau nay.

Tam gid sang, Quan dén s& buu dién
danh day thép 1én t6i, mudi mot gid toi
nhan dugc tin di tai Vién bao tang. Lat
dat viét tho dé trén ban xin phép nghi vai
ngay tang ché. V€ nha lady mé y phuc, dat
vg con chay ra bén xe, thoi may chuyén
xe chdt vé S6c Trang, xe Nhon Hoa viia
sap chay. Hai muoi gid xe t6i S6¢ Trang.

Hai muoci gid bon muoi 1am vé téi
nha, 1én 1au qui d6 khan day mat thi mat
Ba nham hi hi, khong khit. Khoéc, lay, lay
tay vuot mi : “Xin Ba nham mat yén long,
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va diing nudi Canh, lic dy con trong lao
tu & Pha Loi” Vai roi qui lay. D6 hai chuc
phut sau khi d& khan dap mdt lan cudi
cung dé tu gia gio phut choét thi mat Ba
nham khit rit, 6i thiéng liéng thay. Mat
Ba tuci nhu ngudi ngu, da tré lai hong
hong, khong tai mét nhu btia hoi ngd
mot thang giéng Tay. Miéng Ba né mot
nu cudi, bang long. Mudi mét gis khuya
tan liém. Quan linh ciu ndm ngay. Cai
tho bang cay trai sam san tu lau. Ngay
mong sau thang giéng tay 1961, dua linh
cliu vé an tang trong ray nha gan bén mo
t0 tién va gdn ma ctia me toi.

Suot mot daoi léu 16ng, chi lam kho
tam cho cha gia, xa thi nhé thuong, khi
dén gan thi cdi 1, xung khac cha tudi hgi
con tudi dan, Ba nam yén noi déy, c6 tha
t0i hu ctia con chang ?
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5. NHO TUOI HONG, TUOI XANH

Fock-lock-chay, luc 4u tho rat dugc
cha me nudng chiéu. Muoén gi dugc nay
vi nd la dda con sdng sét trong mot la
con chét sdy tu lac bé khong nudi dugc
dda nao. Ba t6i cho dén hai muoi tam
tudi méi sanh ra toi, vao thoi dé nhu vay
da goi l1a canh cha gia con mon.

Nhiing tudi ém dém tho mdng khé
quén la nhiing tu6i hong tudi xanh : tudi
hong ké ti 1én bdén lén nam via hiéu
biét chut it cho dén tudi cap sach vao
trudng tam su hoc dao, 1én bay lén tam ;
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tudi xanh la tli I6p nhut trudng tinh 1én
trudng trung hoc ngay trudc, mudi sdu
dén doi muoi. D6 la nhiing budi “toan
hudng’, vo tu I séng nhd com cha 4o
me ; nung duc bdi nha trudng.

Khi dén tudi biét muén vo - cb
nguoi xdu mau téc diém vai sgi chi bac
lac ay, toi doi lai goi la tudi thanh xuan
hay la thanh nién Phép c6 cau: “il a vingt
ans, et cest le printemps’, phai noi chi
nguyén cau Phdp vin ché khong ndom
nia, va cau nay toi dich thoat : “No tudi
d6i muoi, ngoai kia ho hé mua xuan”

Toi c6 tén Fock-lock-chdy trong
budi tudi hong tuoi xanh ; dén khi nap
khai sanh thi ti€éu hoc buéc vd doi véi
mé tudi thanh xuén, lac ay t6i méi cé
tén thiét tho “di khong doi, ngoi khong
déi la Vuong Hong Sén”
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Cing khong ai goi t6i 1a Phudc Loc
Nhi theo Viét, t6i dich thi la Fock-lock-
chay, vi thué 4y con xau hay la “thang
Chd” (a Cao kia) hay thing Heo (& Tu
kia), ch6é khong goi khac dugc.

Fock-lock, con trai ma chung dién
nhu géi. Ao 1anh den may tui 14 liéu thon
day vu 6 va hon bi ; quan lanh den lung
van ché khong cé day rut ; khi nao 1€ tét
me may cho d6 méi, quan lanh di d6i véi
ao banh t6 cin-xa"” mau khoi nhang, tui
trén ling lang c6 sgi day chuyén vang va
cai dong ho nho nhé. Nhung néi nhu vay
chua du, phai dé€ toi ké 1€ dai dong. Fo-
ck-lock-chay dugc cha me cung khong
cho ndi. Tl lot long cho dén bon tuoi.
Fock-lock ua nhay cudi va rat yéu doi,

13 Hang ctn-x4 ciing nhu hang Bac thao la hang lua xuét
xt ¢ Thugng Hai, Bac Kinh, viia chac vita day via dep, khi
Trung Qudc con giao thiép, van ban qua day, ré tién ma chiu
dung x4p hai l4n hang tan thdi vi dét bang to tam nguyén
chat.
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moi lan thiy cidc thim, thim dong ho,
thim ban & phién, hodc cac co ky, c6 phu
16i x6m, lién nhoén mié¢ng cudi, choang
tay xin am xin bong. Nho vay ciing dé
tay cho me t6i, con phaéi vo gao thdi lta,
lam ca dung t6i ngay méi da nudi sdng
mot gia dinh, von con nha thg bac, tay
lam ham nhai, chat vat. Ngay nay t6i con
nhé thud ay noi day pho ngang nha cé
cd Muoi Ut, sau t6i c6 gip lai 6 Gia Dinh
thi c6 da trén bay chuc tudi dau lac toi
con nho bé, o6 da tling bong am dat com
dd ngu, nay c6 da mat ti 14u, hai t6i co
lam chi dé€ bao dén c6 chua nghi téi that
la i ngai.

Lép xua ¢& toi va chung ban dong
tué, khong vdn minh nhu céc tré ngay
nay. Pa la con nha thg bac, chi “cong”
ding sau chi “si” cha me t6i cung con
that nhung lam gi ddm xa xi vi con. Me
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toi may cho t6i mdt quan yém khoét day
véilanh du cua bd y phuc dudng gia cua
ba ndi thém che than trén bang mot 4o
vai bong c6 kem cai xay trudc nguc dé
phong phéu nhédo. Ngay tét, ngay 1€, me
t6i mac cho td6i mot cdi 4o cAm x4 (cun
xa) mau khoéi nhang, dom nam nut bang
vang that, va moét cai quan luc soan mdi
tinh khoi, moéi khi di khi chay nghe sot
sat quan bao tin trudc ba lang cling biét.
Cing vi lé &y, vé sau khi 16n khon lam
ong nay thay kia, t6i van thich médc do
cli lam 1@ hon 1a mac y phuc méi, da buc
bdi thém mat vé tu nhién. Ban do mdi
do tot, véi cdi tudi con chtia chép ham
cha 1€t chi c6 nudc lam 4o quan mau do
mau rach rudc roi don khong niia ciing
bi ray ra, nén toi ghét qua. Cai do khoi
nhang 4y lai c6 may hai cai tai that 16n,
miéng khoét diing theo hai bén hong,
nay khong con thay niia. Toi chiu thu
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tai “la liéu” nady lam vi thon khan mii
va bao nhiéu do choi, tui cling dung noi
: bong vu 6, dan ban danh né, ba hot luc
lac, dong xu 14 bai dé choi, dong xu dng-
1é that day, tui déu du stic chua, that la,
via tién viia gon, chi phai tai phi ra kho
coi, va moi khi chay cho kip lugm hot
diép hay trai xoai chin vta bi gié thoi
rét, khi 4y cai tdi 14 liéu méi thiy ndng
né lam sao.

Mot thang mdt ky, ding ngay ram tot
ngay, me toi sai di tiém hét toc cho thay
hu chuc cao ddu moé6t lan, va moi lan cao
dau la moi 1lan nudc mat tudn roi. Mudn
dd ton kém, ha tién dugc hai dong xu,
me toi khong cho vao tiém 16n mac tién,
va ép toi phai cao noi tiém chu Hia map,
tién cong chu lay co6 ba xu, thay vi tiém
16n nam xu, hodc mot cac (mudi xu) khi
cao cho ngudi 16n va c6 vay tai. Véi ba
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xu, tOi phai ton bao nhiéu nudc mat, vi
chu Hia, vé&i gia ay, cao véi dao cii, khong
bén lam, t6i phai chiu viia dau, viia rat,
hit ha 1én hit ha xudng khong biét may
lan, tuy vay cling phai ran chiu, vi con
hon cao & nha véi con dao lut nhay, moi
lan, me cao, pham dao thi c6 thudc tri la
dau duia va khi nao vét pham kha I6n thi
lai cling van d4u dtia c6 pha thém chut lo
nghe chdo d€ cAm mdu nhu cac nha su.

Toi dén tdm tudi méi 6m cap vao
truong, cling vi Ba t6i sg nho tudi di hoc
bi ban 16n hung hiép, té ra vi hoc tré cho
nén sau nay phai stia khai sanh sut tudi
dé dugc thau vao trudng Chasseloup
Laubat, nhung dé la viéc khac sau nay sé
thuat. Tt ndm tam tudi dén ndm 1én hoc
16p nhi, dugc mudi bon tudi, da nhé gio
cao chong ngong cai dau, ma me t6i van
bat di cho thay hu cao dau.

5. Nhé tudi hong, tudi xanh
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Nh¢ nan ni lam, ndn ni thang nay
qua thang kia me t6i méi cho phép tay
sach ba cai v4, tra lai nha chua, va dugc
thay hui cao sach. Thay hu la danh tii xua,
goi cac thg hét toc cao rau dao. Co 1é vi
thué do, chung quanh nhiing ndm 16i
mot ngan chin tram mudi may, moi lan
cao dau hay hét téc cho tré con, chung
tré thuong khoc la khong ung cho cao
hét, khién cho thg phai hu phai doa,
lau ngay thanh tuc, hé nhé dén thg hét
toc thi nhé lao hay hu hay doa dam, réi
thanh danh ludn : “thay ht”. Nhung cho
dén bao gio, tré nit van con khoc la va,
thg hét téc cling ba hoa chich choe, noi
ludon miéng trong khi lam viéc, va noéi
thét can dé phai xoay qua ddt diéu noi
doi, thanh thi ngay nay con sot lai thanh
ngl “noi doc nhu thay hu”. Thém niia, cd
nhiéu thg d& qua, moi lan vay tai moc
cuc ray, ngudi bi méc dau thau trdi xanh,
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va muon phi tang ndi bat tai cua minh,
thg viia rut méc ra, viia théi “ht” mot
cai vao 10 lai, “hu ! htt”, théi hai lan khi
nao troi xanh chua thau, va nhu vay ho
mang tén thay hu ciing ddng. Nhu da noi
vi it tién vi tudi nho, cho nén thay hu doi
dé van xem thudng xem ré bon chung
toi, hang cao dau ba xu, nhung nay t6i da
16n, da dugc mudi bon mudi lam tudi,
da ding bang cha Hia, vi chi map u lun
xun, thé ma chu van xem tdi khong mac
thém chut nao.
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6. NHO TRUONG CU PRIMAIRE
SOC TRANG - NHO BAN HQC XUA
- NHO THAY CU

Dé’n day, t6i khong viét theo thu
ty, van viét lan 1on nhé thuong
nhé thay va nhé ban tiy hon dao dong
khi khéc, khi hing tuy trdi tim dap
manh, xin nguoi doc thong cam.

*

6. Nhé trwong cii Primaire Séc Trdang
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— Nhé Nguyén Vian Sam'* — Nhiing
ngudi 16p trudc t6i hay dong chan véi
toi, néu la dan cd cyu tinh Soc, at con
nhé anh Nguyén Van Sam, ngudi cao
1éu khéu nghéu nghéu, sau nay than lam
chanh tri ma khoéng nha & d€ phai di 6
dau, mac 4o nhin, xai tién cta anh em
trg giip mdc dau bén vg Sam la ty pha
nhung 6ng nhtt dinh khong nhd nhdi,
va sau nay ong bat dac ky tu, chét bji am
sat oan udng trén chiéc xe buyt chay
dudng gitia Sai Gon - Chg Lén, va phai
nhd anh em chon cat hd. Sam chét vi
bung t6t, mai tin ngudi nhu tin minh, va
vi ¢6 quan niém hé tron doi khong nho
bon va tron doi biét chia kho s6t ngheo
v6i anh em lao dong thi da cé anh em
lam hau thuan va at khong ai ghét dé giét
minh lam chi. Xuat than & trudng Cong

14 V& ti€u st cdc nhan vat nay tham khao Tl diénnhan vat
lich st Viét Nam, NXBKHXH, 1992.
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chanh Ha N¢i, dong moét 16p v6i nhiing
Chéu Quang Phudc, Nguyén Van Vui, va
vai ba o6ng tién boi 10i lac Tay ddc phong
dao 10 can sy vién (agent voyer) ké vé
tai tuy cé kém ky su kiéu 16 Phap (in-
génieur des ponts ét chaussées) nhung
tuc ngll noi : “O xt bon mu, dich co
ngan (doc nhan) lam vua”. Nguyén Van
Sam lia boé quan trudng trong luc dudng
may dang nhe budc, dan than vao chanh
tri, vi€t bai Phap van tranh luan cho bao
La Tribune Indigéne (Dién dan ban xu)
cta 6ng Nguyén Phu Khai, va cho bao
Pudc Nha Nam ctia dang Lap Hién do
ong Bui Quang Chiéu lam lanh ty, Sam
sau ra tranh va dac ct Hoi dong Quan
Hat d€ r6i vao ng6i tu vi toi lam tha lanh
héi bao chi (AJAC) chong chanh phu
do ho Phap, tiép theo bi bat luu trq, tdc
giam 1ong tai Chau Thanh S6c Tring.
Noi day Sam an nh6 ¢ dau nha ban hoc
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cli la Luong Cu Cudng, trudc la cong
su vién ctia Ong Nguyén Phan Long, ké
dén Sdm lam Khéam sai chanh phu Tran
Trong Kim quyén coi hét dat Nam Ky dé
roi nghéo sac mau, bi dm sat trén xe buyt
ma cho dén nay ho so an mang van nam
ém khong tim ra thtt pham. Su nghiép
cua Sam chi ton con lai moét tén cho con
dudng Sai Gon va mot ciy cau Ba Cang
gan nha anh vg cii trong Chg Lén. Khi
nguoi vo trudc ctia Sam mat, 6ng Sam bi
luu tra & S6c Trang va céd mot vg tré theo
phung su. Nam 1967 t6i ra Hué, trong
mot dam gid toi dugc trinh dién v6i mot
mang phu xung qua phu Nguyén Van
Sam. Toi chi nhé Sam dé lai chiéc cau bé-
tong cot sat dudong Phung Hung, néi lién
ba nga trén con kinh ba nhénh, goi cau
Ba Cang, xe c0 khong di dugc vi ciu toan
nac thang danh cho khach b hanh qua
lai, nay con kinh da lap di mét phan, cay
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cau con dung mién cudng phin ntia thoi,
va day la tugng trung cudc doi ctia Sam,
dé dang nhung khong thay thé dugc,
y nhu chiéc cau, khéo v6 song nhung
néu ngay kia mé rong khuc dudng nay
thi chiéc cau cd con ton tai mai chang ?
Sam la ngudi tinh Séc, qué 6 Bang Long
(Giéng nudc) lac nho hoc trudng tinh
Soc Trang cé tiéng la hoc gidi. Loi ndm
1913, c6 thg nhiép anh Phép tén Crespin,
xuong chup hinh chung hoc tro va thay
gido cung ong doc hoc que tén Francois
Gros.

Nhé nha trudng cii. — Luc t6i hoc,
trudng tinh 1a mot thanh son da sta lai.
Lo c6t nay do Tay xay cat dé chong cu
vé6i binh cyu trao doi trudc, khi Tay rat
di hét thi thanh tré nén trudng hoc tinh.

Truong cé mot tung lau. Tlung trét
vach day ca thudc Tay, tung trén ctia sO
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hai I6p va vach day, ching t6i diing nup
trén bé ctia con dugc, day do cling c6 ba
tac. Khi bién lam trudng hoc thi xay vach
ngan lai, moi 16p hoc khd rong c6 bdn
clia s6 va mot clia cai, bat dau ti trong
ké ra 1a hai 16p tu, mot 16p nam, ké mot
can chtia lam thang lau xay bang gach rat
rong roi téi hai 16p danh lam trudng nt
hoc tam. Phia trén thang lau c6 treo mot
cai tréng 16n dé ra hiéu linh cho hoc tro,
khi tyu, vo 16p, hay tan hoc. Tu trong ké
ra thi c6 16p ba nhi, ba nhut ké dén mét
phong chtia dung cu vian phong do 6ng
déc H6 Van Doan lam quan tha, roi dén
thang lau khéi thang la 16p nhtit va 16p
nhi.
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Can chot day mat ra con 16 Bac Liéu,
huéng mdt trdi moc thi don lam phong
ngu ctia 6ng doc Tay tén Francois Gros.
Tuy nha ctia 6ng van c6 ndi san trudng
va giao cho ba coi séc. Ba nay day trudng
nt va lén Odonie. Chung t6i goi ba la
Ba Chdng" vi qua thét ba d nhu chang
tinh. Vén lau lam bang gob gia ti rit bén.
Chung quanh vach thi van lau lam r6i ra
va lay 1én dugc phong khi bi binh dich
bao vay thi quan linh dung trén ban
xuong. Chung t6i 1¢i dung vi tri ndy ma
moi ky bai trudng van chia nhau choi

15 Mot budi sang, toi vo hoc tré, thoi xui via di t6i 16p con
gai thi dung dau ba tu trong 16p di ra. Ba ho to: “a genoux”
(qui gbi xuong). Toi ngd lai thay ngay ctia 16p nii, trong 16p
c6 con B9, con Hai, con Thu, con DPugc, minh la hoc tro 16p
nhi ma qui truéc mat gai quen thi con gi thé dién, cho nén
toi nép bén vach dé€ tranh b6t méy cdp mat toc mach, nhung
ba chang trd lai kéo tdi ra qui ngay gitia ctia thiét la man dién
ham tu, T6i nhé mai cdi nhuc ndy. Sau do ba chang bat t6i
qua vuon rau nhd co roi tha. Ba quén vuon co trong cai cu,
va hom dy t6i hoc duge mot mén dn la ngay nay tran tu my vi
khong bi 1a nhd ct cai ctia ba chdng dn cdp voi banh x4y vao
gio ra choi. Khong nén rtia vi rliia mat ngon.
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tro danh gidc ban nhau bang dan gidy vo
vién. Chung quanh trudng la mdt vuong
dat rong 16n trong toan cay bong su ma
xen ké véi mot cay dau dai tho va mot
cay trom luu lai thoi dang cuu, géc hai
cay ndy to dén mdy 6m. Mot nha banh
€ch ngd ngay mdt trudng la nha riéng
quan doc hoc.

Ong ndy bai xui, di dau cé chdng
hai cay gay, nén chung t6i 1én goi 6ng la
ong d6c qué. Ong ténh nghiém va néng,
day hoc trd6 mau gioi, thém hai cay gay
ctia 6ng la hai 6ng thay thiét thuc hiéu
nghiém hon 6ng nhiéu. Khong khin dau
thi danh sau ban toa mot cach bat ngo,
chit Tay dau khé nhé cich may ciing
ran nhé dé khoi bi don. Méi 1an 6ng di
viéng 16p thi mot dda hoc tro phai xach
gh€ theo sau lung, khi 6ng diing lai thi
dat ghé cho 6ng ngodi, dat tré hay dut
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sai khong ngay mong ong, 6ng lay gay
ngoéo c6 thudng cho vai ciy dé duing
lo dang ntia. Nam ddo chanh 1945,
trudng bi dot chay rui noc, thay vi sta
chiia lai, truong bi pha vé nhuong cho
cho mot dai 10 ngd ngay mdt toa hanh
chanh tinh ly va nhuong ché cho mot
san rong dé khi bi€u tinh hay ngay dai
1€ ¢ noi nhém hop. Trudng tu lau da la
mot chudng ngai vat che mat toa hanh
chdnh nén khi cé dip, thi may ong gidi
san bang hon x4y dung, san quyén trong
tay, dd pha quach ngdi trudng co tich,
don ludn cay dau cay trém di tich trao
xua, d€ cac ong ngd mat con mat. May
ong thay cfi, may ban hoc dong 16p nam
xua nay con lai khong miy nguoi. Moi
lan c6 dip vé qué tham nha, di ngang qua
nén truong cd, long nhu se lai, boi hoi.
Mot chung tich doc nhat con lai la mot
cai giéng rat to va rat sau, nudc rat ngon
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da tiing cung cdp nudc ngot cho khap
chau thanh trudc khi cé ddt nudc may,
dé 1a mot thé gisi thay phu t6i rat kiéng
sg tl lac au tho va ti luc say mé truyén
Tau, say chuyén Thuy Liém dong cua Té
Thién dai thanh va chuyén Thuy Hu trai
ctia moét trdm 1é tam vi anh hung Luong
son bac. Khong biét vi sao, luc chin mudi
tudi dau may phut trudc khi vao 16p hoc,
nhu c6 gi quyén ra, t6i ua lai gan miéng
giéng, moc cay du vao c6 can than, kim
cdp sach vao tay that chac, ngén chéan cai
ngoéo vao thém gach cho dung té, roi
thi ddu dom xudng mat nudc, dinh ninh
ché chi cham danh trong ra linh vao 16p,
c6 1€ gi¢ phut nay 6ng Ton Ngo Khong
sé xuat hi¢n duéi dong Thuy Liém, hay
1a 1at ntia 1ao Ly Quy sé€ xuong giéng kho
om oOng Sai Tan 1én, hodc 6ng Gido Kim
trong Thuyét Dudng, sé xuong giéng tim
cta bau, réi lay cay c6 nam duéi dat cho
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cd dung day, roi dugc anh em ton 1én lam
vua gitta ddm luc lam, vinh vang nhut
thoi, suéng qua ! Tudi giau tho mdng ay
nay khong con niia ; da ra di mat dang
bao nhiéu tudi hong tudi xanh. Chi céi
gia vo dung con lai !

*

NHG VO THE NGAN - VA THAY
NGUYEN TRUNG THANH - NHO
AN SU TRAN TAN CHUC

Néam 1909, tyu truong, Ba toi dat toi
vao trinh thay gido Tran Vdn Vin, xin
ghi tén hoc 16p dong au, thud ay goi 16p
nim. Ong vén quen biét v4i Ba tdi, va
khong cin géi gdim. Ong la nguoi hién
lanh va khong c6 tdnh danh dap hoc tro.
Duy 16p quéa dong, dén gan nam chuc
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dia, 6ng day khong xiét nén trudng
cap cho 6ng mot phu ta la 6ng Nguyén
Trung Thanh, ngoai goi “0ng thay Hu¢’,
va cling goi “Thay mo-ranh’, vi 6ng lanh
day phong hoéa (morale) cho cac 16p
trén. Ong nay tinh thong chit Nho, lam
tho bat ci mau le ¢ by Nong c6 min
dam ndm 1904 con chua dung nhiéu
bai clia 6ng dang dé doi. Ong Thanh rat
hién nhung coc. Ong khong biét phuong
phéap day do tré em, va thuong lam bd
di@ cho hoc tro thém sg. Sap hang khong
ngay thang thi 6ng 14y bua ciy go dau
dén u ca cuc. VO 16p ndi chuyén bat
dugc, ong cho quy gobi ; con tai pham
ong viia bat dung viia ndm hai chot tai
va nhun 1én nhun xudng, ra géi ma ong
chua tha. Biia nao 6ng thé 6ng gido Van,
thi chuing t6i sg that thanh. Ong khong
biét day, ong ndi khd nghe qua, thay tro
khong dong ngon ngii thét roi 6ng nga
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long chi gac 16p cho hoc tro tap do. Khi
nao cao hing 6ng day thi ca thay lan tro
déu khé. Ong khong phat am dugc chii
“r”, ong day con ca r6, 6ng doc con ca go,
chung t6i nhdi lai y, 6ng thudng cho mot
ct roi may. Ca tré, ong doc ca té, dua nao
sén sac noi y hét thay, ong ciing cho an
don. Thét roi, vo 16p 6ng bao chung toi
lay tap do ra tap viét con 6ng ong lay hop
phan lam gbi xudng ghé trong ki€m cho
nam. D€ dé phong d6ng doc queé bat gap,
ong can than sai mot dda chung t6i gac
ctia xem chiing. Vi thé ma t6i biét dugc
tai thdo vat cia mot ban cung l6p la Vo
Thé Ngon, con chu Ba Vi. Ngon véi toi
khong xa la vi & pho do6i dién nhau trén
con dudng Dai Ngai. Ngon lanh lgi tu
lac bé, cho dén nay da hon nua thé ky,
toi chua quén anh hoc tré con khon ¢6
cai xody trau noi tran, la Ngon. Luc nhd
khon lanh hon chang téi nhiéu, tai sao
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con ngudi tinh ranh ay lai khong tho, da
chét yéu lic 1én hoc trudng trung hoc
My Tho. Va tai sao, ci d€ y xem, dtia nao
khon lanh lic nhé, qua quat hon ai, thi
16n 1én dan lai, cai khon kia kém di, hay
1a c6 mot luat bu tru ?

Thay Hué€ sai Ngon giti ctia. Ngon
thua dip ra san, lay gach choi khé, may
thoi ba chdng di chg, 6ng déc khong
céd mit & bu-rd, khong vay con gi thay
mo-ranh ?

Toi thudng bi Ngon hung hi€p. Mua
banh xay phai chiia Ngon con tép, an
banh qua phai cho Ngoén can mét chut
xiu mé&i nghe, nhung t6i van 1ét dau theo
choi v6i Ngon vi Ngon cé nhiéu thao
lugc trong day.

Thay Nguyén Trung Thanh & doc
than trong mdt can pho nhé noi dudng
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B6 Dé tr6 ra duong Dai Ngii la con
dudng chanh hoc tro nang lui téi. Chiéu
nao thay ciing ra dén hoc tro gid tan
hoc, bat xau, dia thi sai quét don, dda
thi mua dau cham den cho thay ve van
chi Phu Dung. Thay t6i hut thudc phién.
Mot budi chiéu kia tan hoc, Ngon va toi
lon ton 6m cdp vé. Con mot tram budc
nta thi téi nha, téi ndn vé gap vi nhd lai
lac trua di hoc quén day nap ve, s¢ than
lin thtia dip cau mit con ca thia thia.
Bong c6 thay mo-ranh chan duong goi
lai :

— Sén, may dé€ cai cdp lai do, qua trai
thg moc hét cho tao mét mé dam bao.

— Con may la thang Ngon, hai xu va
chai dau day. bi mua cho thay dau phong.

Toi thud nay chua ting giao thiép
v6i ngudi nao khac hon la véi me dé
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xin xu, véi Ba d€ di an mi va véi nam ba
dtia ban hoc mét xdm. Thay mo-ranh sai
nhu vay t6i lay lam ngai ngiing, nhung
vi né€ s¢ nén hoda ra dan, thay sai t6i rac
rac vang 16i, dugc linh di hét dim bao,
toi lay thung chay mdt hoi lai nha cha
thg moc Quang Dong hot lay hot dé€ mot
thung day dam thu tot, ém lai chdt ché
doéi vé dem nap thay déi lay cai cdp sach
Oom vé. Con sO phan thing Ngon ra sao
toi khong biét. Nhung Ngon van khong
chiu bi ludng cong nhu vay, Ngéon néd
khon hon ma khong néi ra.

Sang hom sau Ngon khong di hoc
va qua ngay ké dé Ngon ciing nghi hoc
luén. Bédo hai thay mo-ranh v6 16p ché
khong dudgc, phai sai t6i ki€ém Ngon va
truc Ngon vo 16p.

— Sao tro hom trudc thay sai di mua
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dau phong roi khong dem dau vé cho
thay ¢

— B4m thay, blia 4y con mua dau vé
nhung vi lat dat con chay va té bé chai.
Con s¢ thay danh nén khong ddm lai
cho thay hay !

— May ndi lao ! Roi hai xu cua thay
dau ?

— Da, con dua cho cac chu ban dau
10i !

— Con cai chai cta thay dau ¢

— Da, n6 bé r6i ma ? Thay khong tin,
dé€ mai con dem tra cdi c6 chai cho thay.

Tra 161 xudi rét, thay gidn &m &ach,
nhd lai vi chd n6é ma ghién suot may gio,
muon danh no it roi ma sg cha me ndé mét
ong doc khoé long. Roi Ngon vé, xin phép
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nghi hoc thém hai biia vi nha c6 chuyén.
Hai bia 4y, Ngon an can hoi tham téi tin
tic vé ong thay Hué, tham chling muén
biét 6ng cd dau 6m gi ching, c6 & nha
nghi phép gi ching ? Nhung t6i van tra
161 6ng manh gidi, khong thay dau 6m gi
va 6ng van di day nhu thudng.

Hét hai btia xin nghi, Ngén 6m cap
v0 16p, cai mat héo queo khong bang hai
ngon tay tréo. Lai gan tdi, Ngon ndi nho:

— Hai biia ray tao xé tap do lam tau,
tao tha hinh thay mo-ranh cho thay tréi
ra song cai chét chim nhung nay thay
chua chét cé 1€ chiéc tau cta tao con ket
dudi cong chua trdi ra song chang ?

Toi nghe lam vay sg qua vi thay dau
dang t6i chét troi, ma giac dat lam sao
dugc véi Ngon ¢ Me toi cho t6i moi biia
hai dong xu dé mua banh an, ma Ngon
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khong cho Ngon xu nao, vi vay Ngon
thudng an khin an 16t cua t6i. Téi mua
mot gdi x6i mot xu thi Ngon dn nta goi
; tOi mua mot cdi banh xay, t6i chiu lép
an bot va dau con con tép chién la ngon
nhtt thi phai chita cho Ngén ma c6 khi
né con chua via long, thudng lam mat
gian mdt hon. Biét té6i nhe bdng via,
Ngon cang lam t6i, va theo nhat toi :

— Bia nao tao ra ngoai dong moéc dat
sét tao nan hinh 6ng thay Hué dem chon
hinh trong hoc cat, tui bay nhé nudc
miéng vao dé sé lam cho thay Hué chét
ngdt ¢ Khong thoi tao bong hinh giay dé
ngoai dudng cho xe ngua can lén thi thay
Hué thé nao cling chét.

Sau roét, toi noi doi, xin me dugc nam
xu, dua hét cho Ngon va nan ni né rang :

— Thoi tha cho thay Hué di. Cho tao
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xin tdi. Ndm xu day tao cho may do. Ma
cho tao hdi may c6 that da té va lam bé
chai dau hom no khong ?

— Dau c6 ? Tao dap bé chai, d€ danh
cai ¢ chai cho thay coi va 14y hai xu mua
luc tau chuc (cheé dau xanh) an hét roi. Ai
dai gi cho 6ng ludng cong sai khia minh
moi ngay lam vay.

Té ra chi c6 toi ngu, dau ctu dugc
mang séng cua thay, nhung khong du
chudc t0i, toi dut 16t lo héi 16 ti nho, toi
doi me gat lay nam xu.

Ngon day t6i nhiéu manh 16i : phai
tdp an Gt cay, vi mdén nao ctia chu bac
nhdu déu c6 ném 6t ; phdi tap udng
nudc tra Tau, vi trua nao may chu thg di
quanh xti [Quanh xai: nusesoi] (uONg tra giac
tria) minh thdp ting an banh bao sudéng
lam ; phai biét an cua dut, khoi xin tién
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me (viéc ndy t6i lam khong dugc) ; va
khi nao bi thay danh, dling nam xa tring
ngon roi rat lam, ct lan xa vé 6m chan
thay, ngon roi trung ra ngoai gach hét va
roi phé6t chut it nén it dau. Nht la phai
khoc la cho 16n dé thay thoi danh.

Hoc dugc gan hét nam, 6ng gido Van
day bon tdi thugc long mot cau tiéng Tay
“Monsieur, permettez-moi daller au cab-
inet” dé€ xin phép di tiéu, di ti€u. Chi c6
Ngon lam phach khong hoc nén khong
thudéc nhung Ngon da cé thung cay danh
cho hoc tro nhé nudc miéng va Ngon bat
chap vé sinh chung.

May cho t6i, Ngon hoc it nam roi
dugc gdi lén nha ba con & My Tho hoc
tiép ; nho vay t6i cham hu. Ay, con ngusi
nhu Ngon, cling xuat than truong tinh
Soc Trang cling dugc dao tao mot 10 véi
Nguyén Vin Sdm, ké thi l6n 1én gan da
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hy sinh cho xa hoi, ké thi ldu c4, gioi tai
an cua 16t, Ngon chét sém, khong thi
chua biét ra sao.

Ong Nguyén Trung Thanh 1a mot thi
gia c6 hang, khong biét dung tai hoc chii
Han ctia 6ng va bat dng chan tré nit, 6ng
tré nén nguoi bat dac chi cling phai. Sau
ong dau binh thién thoi, da dem 6ng vao
nha xdc nhung 6ng gugng lai song thém
mady chuc ndm niia.

Trong cuon sach Phap “La Co-
chinchine” cua P. Gastaldy, Sai Gon 1931,
trang 12 c6 anh cta 6ng Nguyén Trung
Thanh chup chung véi 6ng Ly Ni va Tran
Chudng, duéi anh chua cau “Evolution
— les trois ages 1890-1920- 1930 (Tién
hoa : ba thé hé) va do la ba dai thay gido,
hai 6ng kia déu hoc tro cii ctia 6ng.

6. Nho trwong cii Primaire Séc Trdng



212 | Vwong Hong Sén

NHG ONG TRAN TAN CHUC
~ THAY CU DAY LOP NHI TRONG
NHIEU THE HE O SOC TRANG.

Toi c6 tat va ndi xau ngudi khac. Hoi
toi c6 tat x4u gi nita khong ? Nhiéu lam,
nhung t6i chua khai ngay ra bay gio va
xin chiu kho doc hét cuon nay thi biét.
T6i hoc dén 16p nhi (1914-1915). Sg 1én
16p nhut hoc khong lai chung ban sé bi
don nhiéu, nén tuy hoc khd ma t6i tinh &
hoc thém 16p nhi m¢t ndm niia.

Nam d6 t6i da thudc bai, lam bai viét
sudn sé, premier trong 16p nén dugc thay
thuong, thuong sailam viéc vt ; dem tho
vé cho thim gido, xin thim pha cho thay
mot t6 tra Hué néng, bung t6 ay vo cho
thay. Mo6i 1an nhu véy toéi déu lam viia y
thay nén thay ghi mdt diém “dit bon” ran
rat. Mot sang thu hai no, thay vo 16p cdp
mat dé chach, dua t6i mdt cac bac day ra
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quan mua cho thdy mét 6 banh mi bon
xu, con lai mua mot td ca phé sau xu cho
ngon va cho dac biét. Tanh thay t6i ua
su tinh khiét va t6i van biét y thay hon
ai : banh mi phai goi giay that sach sé, va
to ca phé phai that sach nhut la khong
c6 bon ddéng trén miéng trén vanh. TU
dau chi cudi déu lam tron. Duy cdi tanh
cta tdi ky ludng cho dén nay van con
nén t6i da lam nhu vay va xin cdc ban
ct lay cong tam ma phé phan : Toi chay
mot mach ra tiém cha Xau ban banh mi
cung cdp cho cac quan Tay, lua mot 6
banh that ngon, vang luém gia bon xu
y nhu 16i thay dan, xin thém mot miéng
gidy nhut trinh 16n, nhung thay vi goi cai
banh e lat nita mo hoi tay lam uét gidy
thay ché, t6i bén x€p va thon tam giay
vao tui 4o, kep nach 6 banh mi con néng
hdi, vé nha lay t6 ctia Ba t6i dung, lau
that sach, chay lai tiém “Cim Dudng”
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cé tiéng la ban va pha ca phé ngon nhut,
mua sau xu ca phé sitta gan day t6i mé,
roi hai tay bung td, nach kep 6 banh, toi
di cham cham dém budc mét, tii quan ca
phé dudng Dai Ngai truc chi vo trudng,
khong khac Tiét Dinh San bung khay
trau rucu di cau Phan Lé Hué budi Dai
Pudong. Mdi budce di la cai té ca phé mdi
chao dong, thé la t6i phai dling lai, dgi
hét chao hét lac t6i méi budc thém budc
khac. Di nhu vay dugc mot khuc dudng,
ké phai qua cau bon (pont) ; nhung dén
day gi6 song thoi hiu hiu, hai ca phé siia
néng bay vao mii thom phung phic,
thiét 1a kho chiu ! Viia di viia nghi trong
bung : Khong nén ! Cha nay la ctia thay
minh ! Toi chét ! Di dugec mot doi thi tGi
nha day thép, roi t6i bang-ga-16 (bunga-
low), con khong day mot tram budc niia
thi t6i cong truong. Nhung chiu khong
ndi ntia. Trong bung né s6i rét rot. Trong
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miéng bao nhiéu nudc dai cd tudn ra :
nudc & ket ring nudc & dudi ludi, nudc
& doc giong, nudc 6 dau khong biét, bita
nay nhiéu qua, ct chay ra hoai. Con mat
ciing thém, 16 mai 1a thém nhat. Ngé
quanh ngé quét khong cé6 moét ai di trén
dudng. Thay k¢, lam dai, ké miéng vo
to hup mot miéng ca phé ; trdi dat oi,
nd ngon lam sao. Nhin khoéng néi niia,
toi hup thém mot miéng kha 16n, roi
mot ngum to to. T6i khuc quanh vo ctia
trudng sat cong cé mot day nha canh lup
xup che khuat cac 16p hoc bén trong. Toi
ngoi bep xudng doé dat td ca phé trén bé
gach do, lat vat 4o chui miéng chui mém
li€fm moi liém mép that sach, ciing lay
tuon vat 4o lau miéng to, ky mai that ky
khong con moét vét hoen doan rut t& giay
trong tui 4o ra phong kin 6 banh, ding
thang ngudi 1én, rdi tay mit bung to, tay
trdi cam goi banh, chdam cham di ém ru
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vO 16p. Thay cho mudi diém, t6i xuong
cho ngoi, luong tdm chua nd, cai tudi
muoi bon trinh bach nhu guong.

Thua thay, ngay nay con da thu toi
r6i, thay c6 tha khong. Mdc diu 16i ndng,
that 1& véi thay, nhung canh canh bén
long deo dang trén nam chuc nam du,
thay cling nén an xa.

Binh sanh thay lam on cho nhiéu
thé hé tré, dao tao thdy déu nén nguoi.
Co dua nao hup 1én ca phé ctia thay ntia
khong ¢ Hoc trd cung cua thay ndm xua
dn ¢ nhu vay do. Lai con mot t0i, 6 tha
thi tha ludén. Mét budi chiéu tht nam,
qua nha thay dé thay day phép lam luan
vin, thiy bdo quét nha. Thing An quét
nha trudc, & tran van chan do, to6i quét
nha sau ; quét roi hai dia choi cuat bat,
t6i bit dugc An dong n6é mot thoi trén
lung, day lai té ra la thay vi thay cling van
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chdn dé va cling & tran. Toi nhu vay thay
con tha thay ! On duic thay that rong. Sau
ndm ddo chanh 1945 thay nghe tiéng
goi long xuat si ra lam chu quan Bang
Long ; mdng giup nudc khong thanh,
thay xuét gia vé 4n noi chua dudong di
B6 Thdo. Nam ay dén tham thay, cung
di v6i Nguyén Hoai Trang, thiy thay tuy
yéu nhung quac thudc, thiy ndi chuyén
hdng say, miing thay truéng tho. De dau
ndm sau thay dau ma khong vé€ tham
dugc. Roi thay mat, cling khong vé dua
dugc moét tac dudng. Cé nhiing luc vé
Soc Trang con kho di hon sang Phap !

Sam hai thi da mudn. Cai kié€p ngay
nay phai viét lach méi du song, phai
ching phat nguyén tu téi bat kinh doi
v6i an su TRAN TAN CHUC.
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NHO PHAN MINH THAP -
(TUONG NIEM AN SU TRAN VAN
DIEN, THAY DAY LOP NHUT)

Cai gi minh khong ua van 1éo déo lan
ban chung quanh, trudc sau gi rdi cling
vudng, “lam cho khéc hai chang qua vi

* 1)

gia’.

Ghét rang gia, gdp rdng gia, ghét ba
ton, gdp ba ton. Bong nhé nhiing viéc
ndm sau chuc ndm xua tuéng chling nhu
mdi xdy ra hom qua hom kia day, khong
biét tai thoi gian tréi qua mau, hay tai
nhé dai, cdi mdy anh trong tri 6c chua
nhoa.

Nhé 1an 16n, cdi nam Tan Hoi (1911)
minh dugc chin tu6i, cac chu cat bi bi
[B‘l bi téc gidc dudi sam binm bim = téc danh tréo tra cta
ngusi Tau doi Man Thanh.] Xung Trung Hoa dan
quoc.
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Nhé cay sao chdi mang tén ngudi
tim ra goi sao chdi Halley, nhé ma khong
biét moc ndm nao, duy nhé sau doé thi
c6 tran gidc Au chau dé nhut thé chién
(1914-1918). Nua dém dang ngt ngon,
cha me goi thiic ddy, nhudng mat khong
1én, ra trudc nha thay mot chom sao dai
gan giap vong tli Dong sang Bac, m¢ mo
sang sang, vd ngu lai, nay mdi nhé do 1a
sao chdi !

Nhé ba can nha trét ctia t6 phy, lgp
ngoi am duong, thap la da nhung che am
biét bao tinh thuong : tinh me hién van
s0, tinh ba hy sinh nhiéu cho chung con.

Nh6 con 10 mé kinh chay ra Bai Xau,
tuy trdi d4 do nhung di ém chon, thud
nhd qua nha 6ng Nhit Dong dé thim
Truyén va K¢, tudng l1a xa [am nay dom
lai non cay s6 ngan. Xua cudc b, nay di
xe nén thdy gan. Mdy lan 16i qua miéu
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Tién su sau trai linh ma ta d€ xem ngam
con linh : Cuy. Hai. at, Mudi, may luc ay
that 1a xa lai thdy gin, chang qua vi ¢
hoi gai.

Lac ay di choi ma khong biét moi.
Nay di xe lai thay dau lung. Cai gia da
chiém ban than mat roi.

Dan tinh budi d6 qué mua chit phac,
khong nhu nay tranh dau chup giut.
Song tam thudng mai roi khong biét do
1a hanh phtic d€ ma tdn huéng. Nay sdng
qua chat vat cling diing than van.

Cdc anh nao cé lam on cho tdi, lay
da rat hét roi biét sao ma tra ?

Nhé H6 Van Lam, sau goi Mau, roi
goi Tién. Luc nhd la ban choi va danh
ddo. Lam da mat.

Nhé Nguyén Vin Tién, con 6ng Phu
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Tay. Sang Phdp dau bdc si vé khong may
ndm, tai chua thi tho, ké ti tran.

Nhé anh Buii Vin Khd, 16n budi hon
toi, ké nhu thay. On chua dén, anh dau
rudt du, bac si bat tai dé€ cho chét.

Nhé béc si Nguyén Vin Sang, dong
huong va dong song. Khi chay lén Sai
Gon mdt minh anh san séc con thém
giup tién bac, giap xe dap d€ di lam xa.
Sau anh di tu theo khat si, anh mat nam
bién lta Mau Than (1968) xac hda tang
ma téi khong hay dé khoéc tiéc ngudi
quan tu.

Ro6i nhé lai Phan Minh Thdn va nhé
mot buoi du kién Son Dong nho rang,
anh dién tuong, t6i la khan gia hoi hop
lo cho anh tu phuat. Chuyén ay nhu vay :

Khodng ndm 1914, gidc ddnh bén
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Tay, Tay thua xiéng liéng tr6i ké. O bén
ndy, to6i da dén tuoi nhd gio, bé tiéng,
noéi tiéng mai, tiéng trong. Toi 1én 16p
nhtt, hoc da dugc ntia nam c6 hon. Luc
ay chuong trinh hoc gobm nhiéu gi¢ day
tiéng Phap. Ong Tran Van Dién, trudc
hoc véi dng gido su Nguyén Van Duyén,
day c6 phuong phdp, chung t6i tién rat
mau, cong ong day toi trét ba ndm ngoi
mot, 16p nhtt, t6i chua ddp dén. Nay
ong da vé chau Chua. Tién day xin khan
ong mot nén huong long. Tha that budi
ay doc nhiéu hon ndi, viét dang meo
luat duy noi chua thanh cau, vi tit mac
cd miéng, khién cho khi lén trung hoc
gdp gido su Phap, doi dap ludng cudng
ngugng nghiu, moi lan tim dugc ¥, nghi
ra cau, dich lai ro6i mdi trd 161, thanh thu
cham di may lan. Bai v6 thay chon va
cho lam da cao, tuy hoc 16p nhtt cudi
ndm thi tiéu hoc, nhung trinh d6 phép
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van gan nhu ban trung hoc ngay nay.
Moi dém bdp tran ma hoc thudc long,
don chit cho nhiéu thic khuya déy sém
con s¢ hoc dé lam budn long cha me.

Nh¢ lai ma thuong Ba t6i nhin an
nhin mdc, mudén cho con sau nay vao
buc trung luu thoi, lam thay thong thay
ky “cam but cam viét v6i ngudi ta’, Ba
toi da chan nghé lam thu cong thudng bi
hiép dap, lam xau, dong thué chudc cong
suu ndng né. Muén cho con boc nhiéu
t6i Ha No¢i lai e khong du stc.

Mot bita chiéu thd nam, co6 1¢ nghi
tron ngay, § nha lam bai v& vlia xong,
do bon gid chiéu, t6i lai ra ban hoc cung
x0m, Phan Minh Thén, thd mot vong
chg cho d& tu chen. Dén san trong gan
chg thit, thady mot chu Son Dong mai vo
dang bay hang chiéu khach. Mot minh
chu viia danh trong viia g phéngla nghe
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cling ram ddm. Hai da t6i chen vo hang
dau d€ xem cho man nhan.

Mot ba gia trdu ma sung hap, bong
ra gitia san nhd lao Son Dong xem thu
c6 nhé dugc mdt cdi rang ctia, may dng
thay kia déu chay va khuyén dé hét nhtc
sé hay. Lo ra gia trudc nhu thudc long :
“Nho mot cai rang phai hai dong bac” Ba
viia U chiu, lao biéu hd miéng ldo xem.
Lao r6 manh chiéc ring, ba gia bum
miéng la “0di” mot tiéng 16n va xo6 tay lao
Son Bong khong cho dung dén cdi rang
dau. Nhung lao nay, miéngla “Khong sao
I Khong sao ! Dung s¢ ! Dling s¢ !, tay
trat lo lay mot chut thudc cho vao mot
to gidy suc I6n cd ban tay, cuon tron giay
lai nhu di€u thudc va nhét vao chan rang
cho ba gia ngdm. Poan ldo xach phéngla
biéu dién hai vong, pho truong tai nghé,
nao nho rang khong biét dau, c6 thudc
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tién gia truyén v.v,, 1ao di gidp mot vong
tron dén trudc mdt ba lao, dua phéng la
t6i trudc nhu d€ hing vat gi, roi lao ra
linh cho ba gia : “Ba ting hiang di ! Ba
tang hang cho manh hon niia di I” Qua
tiéng thu hai thi bong nhién cai rang cé
gidy suc bao lai luc nay da r6t ludn ca giay
va rang vao pheéng la. Mot chut nuéc dai
dinh theo do d6, vi mau va c6 triu pha
16n. Cti toa va khan gia ding day vo tay
khen rum, té raluc ba gia la u ¢ 1a luc lao
thay gia bd xem rang nhung da nho roi
ma chdng ai hay biét. That ra ti ba gia
dau nhtic dén khan gia khdi ton tién bao
chung quanh sin khong mét ai tin lao
nho rang tai tinh dén thé. Ma khan gia
kham phuc nhiéu hon hét c6 1é la ban
cua toi, anh Phan Minh Than. Than ding
day vtia vo tay cO vo via nhe hai ham
rang xéu xdo moc khong déu. Lao thay
Son Dong dé y tu nay gi¢ nhung khong
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noi, lao xit lai gan, lat ngtia mat Than 1én,
lay tay chi cai rang 16i xi viia néi :

— Rédng nay xau lam, d€ vay lau ngay
né moc dai ddm ling mo6i may. Cé hai
déng bac khong, tao nhé cho ?

Thén xy mat té vé thit vong, viia tra
161 1€ phép nhu van lon :

— Chu 6i ? Toi khong c6 tién. Chua
lam phudc nhd ring thi gium t6i, di chu.

Lao Son Dong nhdn madt khi nghe
noéi Than khong cé tién, nhung lao nghi
ra moOt ké, d6i budn lam vui va noi ntia
dua nua that :

— May néi may khong tién a. Tao chiu
nhd thi nhung bu lai may phai giap tao
tron budi ndy, chiu khong ? Ciing chiang
khé chi dau, tao hat may danh pheng la,
lay cong thé tién ma.
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B&i muodn khong con cdi rang 16i xi
xau xi va boi khong lién, nén Than ung
chiu. Ttc thoi Than lia chd ngoi, ra xach
phéng la gd nhip theo 16i lao Son Dong
chi bdo. Nam phut sau, Than nghiém
nhién tré nén mot ti€u cong thuidn thuc.
Lao Son Dong budc vong quay thi Than
budc vong quay, lao dung lai thi Théan
cling dling theo, lao ngo6i Than ngoi, lao
mua Than mua, hai thay tro ra b6 gidong
nhau nhu hét, duy lao tht vai chanh
thiét tho con Than 1a kép va nhtt thoi.
T6i 6m bung cudi lan chiéng bong nghe
lao thay hét lén mot ti€éng 16n, mot tay
bét an, mot tay vé bua giia thinh khong,
va bao Than quy xudng ngay gilia san.
Lao la mot kép lanh nghé, lao ché giéu,
nao & do, nao khong biét dung ban chai
rang, miéng noi lam xam, tay lao mo
trong miéng Than.
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Than la 4 6 y nhu mu gia ban nay, ké
lao cling lay giay suc va thudc goi mot
g6i cuon kén nhét va moém bao Than quy
mot ché cho cho thudc tham. Bay gio toi
thay lao vdi lay cai pheéng la, ty tay viia
g6 keng keng vilia rdo chan chao hang...
bi dung hai vong lao dung lai ché Than
quy, bao Théin ting hang y nhu ba gia
ban nay. Thiét la mau nhiém ! Cai rdng
16i xi dai nhang ctua Than, gia thu ngay
nay dén cac bac si nha y cling phai tran
ai mGi nhé dugc, thé ma lac 4y van theo
goi gidy suc do rét tdom vao pheng la nhu
y mudn cta lao Son Pong y nhu ¢6 ta
thuét yém trg.

Than mung qud, vlia cdm on via
chay vé€ ch6 ng6i ké bén toi, tudng da
hét chuyén. Nhung ldo thiay ha dé budng
tha. Lao kéo tay Than ra san hat, cudi ma
rang :
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— Chay ng ha may ? Con hat thi tra
tién nho rang niia ché !

No6i roi 1ao bat Than nam dai gitia
san gach lao trum dau va than thé Than
che kin mit bang mot cai mén do lom.
Poan lao lay trong ruong ra moét cay dao
bang to'°.

Bang to : couteau (Phap that 16n, thi
cac cha ban thit bo thit heo chat va sa
thit). Lao vua liéc 1udi dao xudéng nén
gach tiéng kéu st soat, bong ngdi lanh
minh, miéng khong ngé6t rao hang :

— Anh em c6 bac hay xem cho k¥.
Cay dao ndy lat niia sé hanh hinh thang
nho nay chat né dut lam hai khuc. Roi
toi sé lay thudc dén gia truyén chanh goc
Thiéu Lam Tu cua toi cé san, toi dan chod
bi thuong, gidy lat s€ lién lac nhu cii, cho

16 Dao bang t6 = dao Tau to ban I6n hon dao phay dao
bau.
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cd bac thay mot mon thudc than.

Than nam trong mén nghe lao ham
chat diat lam hai khuc thi cuc cua, dinh
chting n6 hoang hon toan chay trén, lac
ay toi ngdi ngoai nay nghe ldo ndi qua
quyét thi tudng that, viia hoéi hop danh
trong bung lo cho Than, viia boi roi
khong biét phai lam gi dé giai vay cho
thang ban 14m nguy khong khéo luc
ndy ra di cd cdp, va lat nita vé khong cé
Than biét tra 16i lanh sao cho ¢6 bac né
vi Than 1a hoc tro nghéo & nhd nha 6ng
Quach Sén sau dén & nha 6ng Kinh Lich
Cu, nudi cho an hoc va khong nghe néi
Than cé cha me & chau thanh. Gita luc
lao Son Dong cam dao liéc sot soat cang
cang thang ndi lo s¢ cha t6i va khich
hang quen, bong lao tay trai dé dau Than
khong cho nhuc nhich, tay mét 140 hoi
dao chat phup ngay hong Than, mau tu
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lugi dao phun tée uGt cai mén do thém
nhiéu vét d6 sam bam. Toi thay rd rang
luGi dao to 16n cam lat ngdp mat nta
vanh 6m sat than hinh bé ti cia Than
trong cdi mén dd, mat t6i khong con mot
chtit mau, thoi réi con gi thang ban mai
ngay di hoc va cung choi gion véi nhau.
Toi 6m mat khoc 16n, khong ké mac c6
chay lai niu 40 lao thay mot hai doi dén
mang. Ma thu that ca bang quan khéan
gid ai ai cing xanh mat va déu nin thé
v6i lao thay, sg co khi mac lam ching
mot an mang bat ngo.

Trong khi 4y 140 Son Dong van binh
than nhu thudng, gé tii miéng thudc lya
mot miéng 16n 1on tay vao mén dan vao
minh Than, ro6i diing day doc mot cau
than chu r6i dé téc mén ra, va 6 may
qud, thang Than cta t6i séng nhan ding
phat day theo cai mén, miéng cudi 1én
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1én, mat hét moét cai rdng, ma cé vé sung
suéng. Khi ay t6i mling qua, buong ao
lao thay, 14t d4t nam tay Than chay mot
mach vé€ nha, viia mting cho thing ban
thodat chét vlia nin thinh khong dam hé
hé nua 161, mdt la sg cha me hay biia nay
minh di choi qua lay, hai 1a s¢g cha me
biét minh ddm giao thiép vdi lao thay
Son Dong ta thuat. Trong long t6i luc ay
bi kich thich dén tot 30, d¢m ndm mo
khong hi€éu Than bi chém that va nho
thudc dan tri lanh hodc nhd mot tro
thuat ma con mat thé gian. Sau nhd ¢6
bac day lai cay dao kia von bdng rudt
trong c6 10 xo va cd chua huyét heo tuoi
day day. Khi chém ludi dao biét xép lai
Om sat than thé€ ngudi bi chém va nguoi
ay tuc nhién khong hé han chut nao. Cé
chut tro6 ma gido nhu vay ma hai minh
lic nhé hét hon.
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Duy c¢6 phuong phap nhd rang bang
tay khong la c6 that. Khong biét ngay nay
con duy tri hay khong, nhung thus doé
qua chinh mat tdéi ngé thdy. Theo nhiéu
ngudi ludn, Son Dong luyén nghé nhé
rang bang tay mot cach t cong phu. Ban
dau ho tap nhd dinh hai phan dong trén
miéng gdo mém. Sau dbi va dong dinh hai
phan trén gob cting hon. Khi nao cay dinh
déng lut con chita mot chut dau ngd thay
ma tay khong nho dugc thi khi 4y ho
md&i hanh nghé nhd rang thiét tho. Ho
ly luan rang ring hu ring dau déu muc
gion va dé nat, dé v4 theo kém bang thép
cliing, cho nén nhd bang tay co6 1é “ém”
hon nhiéu.

Chi téi mot diéu, cac cha Son Dong
nhé rang khong cé hoc khoa giai phau
vé rang miéng, ho bat chap vé sinh, ho
khong dung thudc té cho ngudi binh bt
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dau, ho nhé can biia chang qua vi ham
tién, ba dau nho do, rang sét chun, rang
bé chi con chut chun ket trong xuong
ham, sau lam doc, ra huyét dén chét
ngudi, déu do thay Son Dong nhd rang
dao.

Vé sau, Than di hoc truéng Su pham
Sai Gon, ntda chiling bd, ra thi dau lam
thong ngon toa dn, dén nam 1945-1946
bi ngd sat sau cudc dao chanh.

Noi doan dau, t6i c6 nhac 6ng Tran
Véan Dién, day 16p nhut trudng tinh Séc
Trang trong nhiéu nam ké ti€p. Khoang
ndm 1912-1919, 6ng lay sach nha lam
phan thuong phat cho hoc trd c6 kha
ndng, viluc ay sach khan hiém lam vi nan
chién tranh Phdp khong géi qua. Trong
nhiing dta dugc 4n sting c6 Nguyén Vian
Cong sau lam noi hang Denis Freres Sai
Gon va toi. Khi ching t6i lén hoc trudng
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16n, 6ng Dién thoi day noi trudng tinh
dé ra ké tiép ong Nguyén Tich Thién,
diéu khién mot trudng tu thuc réi it nam
sau ong lam hoi truéng hoi canh ndng
tuong t€ (Syndicat Agricole) tai Soc
Trang Ong cling khong & lau trong chtic
vu nay va ong thoi vé, an phan tuy duyén
véi gia dinh trong mot canh khong sung
tuc 1am, nhung nhd ngudi noi trg la ba
Nguyén Thi V6 trudc hoc cung 16p véi
chung tdi, khéo dam duong va hy sinh,
nén con déu thanh tai va hién lam cong
chtic cao cap.

Ong Dién c6 mdt sé hoc Phép vin
rit ving chac, ong viét chi Tay rat
“cling”, ding meo luat, nhung tiéc thay
ong khong gdp thoi. Su két cudc cta dng
khong xan lan vinh quang bang hai thay
cii ctia chung t6i khac la dng Nguyén Van
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Duong (anh vg ctia 6ng) va 6ng Tran Tan
Chuc.

NHG CAC THAY CU NGUYEN
VAN DUGONG, CAO PAC LY, PHAN
THANH VIEN.

Khéc thdy - Thay toi tén Nguyén
Van Duong, con 6ng Nhut Nguyén
Van Dong, la thay ct 16p xua dong liéu
v6i ong HO Van DPoan sau lam doc hoc
trudng tinh, thay cho 6ng doc Tay Fran-
cois Gros vé huu va la 6ng doc Nam
trudc tién trong tinh. Ong Déng trudc
day 16p nhut nén goi 6ng Nhit Ddng
va 6ng Doan trudc day l6p nhi goi 6ng
Nhi Doan. Ong Duong day t6i ba nim
mot 16p, 1a 16p ba nhi (cours élémentaire
B), va l6p ba nhut (cours élémentaire
A) tai truong tinh S6c Trang vao nam
1912-1913-1914 cua mé6t doi da lui vao
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di vang tu 1au. S& di téi hoc hai nam mét
16p tu nhut, tuy téi hoc thudc hang uu,
hang gioi trong 16p, mot la vi thud ay
khong cé bon chon nhu ngay nay, ciing
khong biét tiéc thi gio cho lam, va mot
1é khac, xin néi nho cho cac ban tré doi
nay diing ché toi ga ri, la vi toi c6 tat nhat
don, va cling ndi nho, thus ay thay danh
hoc tro dt cach va dua thé. Cé 1é nho vay
ma hoc tro thud trudéc nén nhiéu nhung
dé la viéc khac. Toi thay mat thay 16p nhi
oai qua, dang dang sat khi, nén téi xin &
lai lay cai ngao dau “premier” 16p ba méi
1én ngoi ghé 16p nhi véi 6ng gidao Chiic
ma t6i da khoéc tiéc trong mot bai noi
doan trudc.

Thay t6i, ong gido Duong, todi con
nho rd nhu méi hdm qua, cling goi thay
Hai Duong hay thay Ba Nhi ké do6 goi
thay Ba Nhut, khi thay lén day 16p trén
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16p Ba Nhtit ctia trudng tinh S6c¢ Trang.

Noi cho cé vong linh thay lam chting,
thay toi da ti tran ngdt mdt ndm nay,
trong khi dua hoc tro cua thay la t6i da
dugc sau muoi lam tudi dau va trong khi
thay, von 16n hon t6i tii tam dén mudi
tudi, nhu vay da dém bay muoi ba hay
bay muoi lam cdi thu suong dong lanh,
cai ti€c hoi nhu vay ciing khong nhiéu
lam dau, phai khong thay ? Bay gio doi té
bac lam thay 6i. Tu6i nhu con ma c6 ké
da rta sao khong mau chét dé tranh cho
cho ho 1én ngoi, 1én thay thé. Huong chi
nhiing ngudi that thap di thugng nhu
thay. Ho ac dtic lam thay 6i ! Bon gia nhu
minh di phai lam. T6i cing mudn di nhu
thay phtt, hiém vi phan su chua rdi, con
cai chua an phan nén di chua danh ay
thoi.
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Nh¢ lai thud nao thay la ngudi hién
tt nhit trong cac nha day do. Bay gio cac
thay da yén gidc dudi co xanh. Néi chi
riéng, thuong thi dé€ bung, tdi xin chép
lai chut it moi t¢, chat it thoéi, goi danh
ddu mot thé hé da qua va néi dung sy
that va theo t6i hiéu, c6 hai bén vai vac
ching minh.

Ong Tran Vin Van - Niam 1909 to6i
vO0 hoc v6 long 16p ndm véi 6ng gido
Tran Vin Van. Ong ban 4o banh t6 sau
nut bg tring, hién hau. It danh hoc tro.
Gioi tAm ly va c6 tinh hay dé ngot ma
dan x€p moi viéc déu khoa hoc tro nho
rat mén thay va déu muon dugc chinh
tay thay day do. Toi vo 16p thay, 6m theo
tap Méthode de lecture illustrée tac gid la
ong J. C. Boscq da ban cho t6i nhiéu bo
sach ngay nay vo gid, nay tap sach Boscq
da mat rdch nhiéu trang vi da chuyén
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tay qua cac em t6i hoc thém mot thé hé
ntia roi mdi tré vé ta sach nha. Tuy hu
rach nhung tdi gitt ky ludng nhu vat ky
niém budi 4u tho. Thua thay, bay gio ¢
cai nan khinh ré nhting gi da xua. Nghe
dau bén Tau, ho dang dap pha miéu 6ng
Khéng Tt. Tin ay cé dung chédng, dau
sao khi nghe t6i ti€c qua vi udng cong
miéu dugc gin gitt da nhiéu doi tdi co
hinh &nh truéc mit day, néu vi mot cha
nghia méi roi ha bé cdi ct dén ngay nao
doi y, kiém cai ctt mudn o bé lai thi cai cit
da tiéu mat di doi nha ma, dau con niia
ma o vGi bé, phai vay hay khong, thua
thay ¢

Ngay xua & bén Phap, c6 mot 16i c6
ngon ddn khéo : “Hay dot nhiing gi nguoci
ton thd va hay ton thd nhiing gi nguoi da
dot”. (Brile ce que tu as adoré et adore ce
que tu as briilé.)
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boi bay gio tiéng Tay bi bo roi, toi
ciing quén lan va nay nhé thay, muoén
nhac y nguyén van ma khong tai nao
nhd noi, ty thay then then bén long. Ché
chi t6i con di hoc, chac phai luc hét bén
nam ta sach tai nha dé tim cho ra moét
cau Phap vén ; nhung thay da mét, dau
tim dugc, doc 1én thay dau con nita ma

nghe ?

Ong Cao Dic Ly (Lgi) - Nam 1910
toi chi thudc ctiu chuong dugc c6 mot
bang “nhan cho 5” thé ma thay t6i ong
Véan, cing cho 1én I6p tu nhi (cours
préparatoire), doi xua hoc tro da it thém
dugc thay thuong, nghi lai may qua !

Toi con nhé 1én hoc 16p tu, thay gido
1a ong Cao Dac Ly, sau 1én huyén ham,
roi dugc cti lam huong chu lang Khanh
Hung la lang s6 tai tinh Soc Trang ké tu
khi Tay trd lai sau nam 1945, 6ng dugc
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chon lam nghi vién c6 van, d€ ro6i mot
dém t0i trdi, vo trat ty, nhiing ai dau day
1én kéo vé d6t pha thanh pho Soc Trang
va giét thay Nhtt Ly ctia ching t6i, nghi
that ngdm ngui thay cho con ngudi sanh
doi ly loan.

Ong theo dao Phat, tu tai gia hon hai
muoi ndm vé trudc. Ong khong cé long a
dua ninh bg ai, 6ng d6t moi thang khong
biét bao nhiéu gidy tién vang bac géi vé
am ty cho vao 4m khd. To6i nghi d6t uéng
phi tién ma khong ddm ndi ra 16i nao
ban bac khuyén thay luc con sanh tién.

Nhung khi nghe thay nhédn chtc
nghi vién ctia Tay dé cu, toi co ndi rd :

— Thay nhéan e c6 viéc khong lanh.
Toi bi€t tanh thay hién luong, nhung
thay cting cdi it che gidu sy that va thay
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hay ray la ké dudi tay, e co dda n6 thu
vat.

Thay ra lam huong chu, cdi chtc
khong danh vong gi, t6i cé noi véi thay
xa xOi :

— Ddi bay gio, phai du con ra lam
lang thi ddm du c6n méi sg. Coi chling
thay hién, bi bon bd ha né ban ding,
nguy lam !

To6ibao gan lay guong mot su cu § My
Tho lam ty du cho thay cudi choi. S6 laba
muoi ngoai nam vé trudc, 6 My Tho vao
nhting ndm kinh té khiing hoadng nhut,
cé mot anh xe kéo rat la vong nganh.
Dudng chay ti chg My Tho v6 xém Xoai
Hot, 16i mudi ngoai cay so ngan. Theo ta
lip (treo gia hoi dé mai cudc la hai cac
bac (0$20), nhung vi thién ha hét tién
nén it ai di. Thét roi anh kéo xe bay ra
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mot ké va van thanh céng la anh rao mai
nai ni tting ngudi bo hanh quen biét, ha
gia mudi lam xu mdi cudc, ngudi nao
sén sac ham ré, leo 1én xe ngodi cho anh
kéo, dén ntia d¢ dudng, anh ha hai gong
xe xudng, doi ti€p mot cac rudi khong
di nta, bdo hai bo hanh cudc budc moi
chan choi, bang ai s¢g mdi, mugn cha phai
tra da hai cic bac anh mdéi chiu kéo dén
chg Xoai Hot nhu 161 giao két. Dén luot
mot bita no, vo quit day gap mdng tay
nhon, anh xe kéo gian huing dung dau su
cu chuia Xoai Hot. Su cu ra chg My Tho
cd viéc can, roi su cu gap anh xe kéo dang
kiém moi, y miing ctt mdi ai di Xoai Hot
mot cac rudi bac thi di. Mai su, su dap
: “Noi thiét, toi chi con di mot cic rudi
thoi, nhung t6i khong long nao lgi dung
mot ngudi lao dong nhu chi em. Thoi
tha di bo ma khoi mich long ai cd”
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Nhung anh xe tudng gdp moi b, cu
kéo xe ré ré ép nai su cy, dinh ninh di
xe mau le hon va qua quyét bang long
chay dén noi dén chon véi gid mudi lam
xu nhu giao két. Su cy thay anh gan bé
qué nén danh 1én xe ngoi cho anh kéo.
Nhung chay dugc nua phan dudng,
anh xe dn quen may ky trudc nén kiém
chuyén quyét doi tién mudi lam xu la
chay t6i d6 ché khong chay ntia, su cu
xuong xe, Xan tay 4o bén mat, 10i ra mot
canh tay gan gudc trén da c6 xdm mot
con hé gién véi rong va mot hang chi
Nho li ti, doan vén tay do trdi, bay ra mot
cai theo to gan giap canh tay. Su cu cudi
gdn :

— M6 Phat ! Trudc khi vao chua an
com cua Phat, t6i da ting an com Kham
Lén Sai Gon va tting an mam muc Con
Non, vi t0i sat nhon, em a ! Vay em hoi
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tht hai cdnh tay nay xem cd chiu di nita
hay khong ¢

Anh kéo xe riu riu tra 16i :
— Thoi ! Toi biét roi. Moi thay lén !

Nhung khi dén chua su cu vo lay
thém nam chiém nhdp v6 mot cac rudi
cho du hai cac, tra cho anh xe viia cuoi,
vua khuyén :

— L4y hai cac day cho thiy nha chua
khong ludng cong ai cd, nhung tu hau
dling vay niia.

Toi ndi t6i day, thay tdi, ong ho Cao,
cudi va qud tdi sao dam bia ddt, trong
khi thay bi am sat, méi thay hién khong
khong du, tu khong ciing chua da, phai
gia kinh nghiém, tting dap Itia ldn chai,
néu ham lam chtc no chtc kia, rui thiéu
kinh nghiém bj ké ti€u nhon bd ha xd
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mii lam bay thi cling bi hai lay do thay
0i. Lam lang hay lam bd trudng, tong
trudng cling cung mot thé ay.

Ong Phan Thanh Vién - Nam 1911,
t6i1én 16p tu nhit, gdp mot dng gido. Ong
goc ngudi Bén Tre, ho Phan. Mugn tién
Ba t6i khong dugc, quat t6i may roi cd
ldn, chiéu me tam ky lung thiy vét phai
nan ni Ba toi bang long xa-nhe (signer)
ky tén cho thay vay bac Chetty nam chuc
dong (ma sau thay doéi vé xti khong tra
va Ba toi phai ganh chiu nén chudc gidy
ng vé nay toi con gii).

C¢ ky tén bao lanh ng, thay mdéi chiu
tha don. Khong phai hom nay t6i khai
té, on thay mdt ngay day do ciing la on,
nhung néu thay con song nghi lai coi,
ngay nay hoc tro phan thay khong tuéng
niém cung kinh nhu xua khong phai la
khong duyén cé.
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Ong bi héa hoan chdy nha. Téi doi
mot thau gao xadch moét xau kho ca 1dc tai
nha khong ddm an, dén bi€u thay thay
khong nhan, t6i phai d¢i gao vé, ndng ché
phai choi. Can nhan véi me sang khong
dam di hoc, me t6i do, 1én nhét mot to
gidy “ndm dong bac 16n cua thud iy,
nhét vao tui 4o la liéu cta t6i, dan dung
lam r6t va nhé vo 16p dua cho thay. Thay
cudi no6i gon 16n “vé€ ndi cdm on anh Ba
va chi Ba”. Té ra xau ca 16c va thau gao kia
la dé kiéng cac cu do chii Nho doi xua,
ché tli khi cé chit quoc ngi, stic buc “con
ga ctia Tu Xuong con biét an bac” huéng
ho thay la ngudi tuy day rat gidi nhung
tanh ham bai bac. Téi néi hoi nang 16i,
xin thay tha 16i, khong phai mot minh
thay. Doi nay, ga va gai, ai ai lai khong
théem thudéng do6 xanh, do dd, 6 to dep,
mdy truyén hinh, ta uép lanh mdéi dugc,
chéG 1é mé it 6i, bon nod lam cao bat toi ra
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toa dé€ chiing minh trong sach.

Toi noi dén day cling viia khong noi
ntia. Tai toi gia chuyén, chd hom nay toi
chi muon thanh that khéc thay ca cta
toi la 6ng gido Nguyén Van Duong.

Vé nét xau ai lai khong c6, nhon vo
thap toan. Thay Duong cd cai tat nhu
dan ba, ua ngat véo. Thay sam mot roi
may nho xiu rat dai, khi viét dit-té (dm
ta), thay ding sau lung thay 16i, thay
quat nhe thoi nhung dau diéng, dau mot
cach kho chiu vi thay chi quat trén lung,
gitia xuong song, gai trén vai gai xudng
thi gai khong téi, con lon tay xudng tu
nach gai 1én, cling van khong voi t6i cho
bi don, thay danh thién nghé, lan roi can
ngay xuong song, chi cé nudc la “ui cha
I” va hit ha cho d& rat. Nhung chung toi
khong gian va nghi lai rat thuong thay.
Thay tanh von hién, nghe la thi thoéi quat,
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ngung lai cat nghia va nhd ¢6 an roi nén
lau quén.

Thay cling ua ngat con chudt, thay
lay hai moéng tay bam vao da non dau
diéng hay thay véo 16 tai. Nay thay da
khong con, muén dugc hudng cai lac
thu “bi ngat con chuot” kia nao dugc ?
Ngoai ra thay cé nhiéu nét tot : khong
tho cua hoi, khong mugn hoi tién bac
cha me hoc tro. Thiy day rat can, ching
kém ai, lai dugc thay it ddnh nht ti nhu
cac thay 16p khac. Hoc tro thay dao tao
nay thanh danh rat nhiéu hang nhu t6i
khong ké.

Thay da xe hac vé troi. Lugt bac si
Nguyén Van Sang, anh Ph., anh Tr, va
cling gin sap dén lugt toi. Mai ny toi bay
ra Hué€ day hoc. Mudn viét “lén duong”
thi trat 1at, thém cdi moét “lén dudng
xuong dudng” ngay nay ngan qua. Ngay
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mai tdi di vang vai ngay, thé ma hom nay
con ¢6 dip ti€p ba hoc tro cti Van Khoa
dén bdo tin chang lanh thay da qui tién,
toi voi vi€t gap may hang nay vinh biét.
Thay dao tao toi, toi may man gap noi
Dai hoc Van Khoa nam trudc, moét sinh
vién goc Soc Trang, té ra dé la Nguyén
Danbh Si, con cua thay.

Thay mat ma danh ton tai, téi muon
dugc nhu thay. Huy luy kinh diéu.

*

(Sau day mot t& vay bac nam 1911 dé
thay mdt ching tich vay bac cha).

Soctrang le 3 octobre 1911
B.P.$60.00

Bén hong cé dan moét con niém 5
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xu dé : “timbre proportionnel” Effets de
commerce 100$ ét au dessous.

Nous soussignés, paierons solidaire-
ment a lordre de Monsieur Sina-Ana-
Sina-Sinnachetty, banquier indien, la
somme de SOIXANTE PIASTRES, val-
eur recue comptant, en CINQ termes
mensuels et égaux, a compter de ce jour.
Faute de paiement d'un terme échu, ou
bien en cas de départ de la colonie, la
créance entiere deviendra exigible avec
un intérét de. p.% par mois ; mais elle
ne pourra étre remoursee, par anticipa-
tion avant lexpiration des termes ci-des-
sus fixes, et sans le consentement dudit
créancier.

Pour lexécution des présentes, les
parties déclarent élire domicile a Soc-
trang.
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Ky tén : Ph. th. V, instituteur.

Ky tén: V. K. H

Dich :
Soc Trang ngay 3 thang 10 ndm 1911
T6 vay bac : 60$00

Chung t6i ky tén nhu duéi day, lién
déi ung hoan cho 6ng Sina-Ana-Sina-
Sinnachetty, ngudi cho vay bac qudc tich
An Do, mot s6 da nhan da s6, 16i giao tra
lam ndm thang bang nhau, la bat dau ké
ti ngay nay la ngay ky giay nay. Néu qua
han mot ky da qua ma chua tra, hodc gia
vi (chu ra bac) phai r6i thudc dia nay, thi
tron s6 ng c6 thé doi lam mot 1an mot
vGi bac lai cuoi thang la... %.

SO bac vay nay khong dugc boi hoan
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trude ky hen, néu khong cd sy ung thudn
cta ngudi chu ng. C4 hai dang, chu ra
bac va ngudi vay bac déu khai chon Soc
Trdng lam noi cu tra chanh thc

Ky tén : P. th. V., Gido chtc.
Ky tén : VK.H (Vuong Kim Hung)
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7.1923-1927. VAI KY NIEM RIENG

POI VOI CAC NHAN VAT PA GHI

THANH DANH VAO SU: NGUYEN
AN NINH, PHAN VAN HUM, HO
VAN NGA, TRAN VAN THACH...

Nhéc lai ndm 1923, nay m&i thay
J dé 1a mot nam dinh mang vé s6
phdn cua minh. Chung t6i la hoc sinh
truong Chasseloup-Laubat, nhiing ndm
1919 dén 1923. Hai anh H6 Vén Nga va
Tran Véan Thach déu cung hoc véi chung
toi trong ba ndm dau tii 1919 dén 1922,
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nhung hai anh nay c6 nang khi€u hon
nhiéu, cu6i nam 1922, déu thi dau Bre-
vet Elémentaire, nén nam 1923 dudc
nhay 16p hoc nam Nhit ban tu tai ban
xu (classe denseignement secondaire lo-
cal), tuy van con dn chung mot phong,
ngt chung mot lau va cung choi mot san
trudng nhu nhau.

Ct dao 1é cudi mdi nam, trudng
ndy c6 t6 chic hai ky thi ra truong dé
phat cidp bang man hoc thanh tai va lac
ay chi cé hoc sinh truong Taberd du thi
goi candidat libre, t6i dich cho dé hiéu la
hoc sinh trudng tu, con Can Tho va cac
tinh 16n khéc chua cé trudng trung hoc.
Hai khoa thila:

1) Khoa thi danh cho hoc sinh quoc
tich Phap va Nam cung thi, 14y bang Bre-
vet Elémentaire (vin bang cip so ding)
nda ra lam thay gido day tiéu hoc nhung
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ddc biét la cho dén nam 1922, Cé bang
nay an luong cao hon gido vién dau
diplome (gido diplome lanh sau chuc
bac, gido co brevet tdam chuc). Tuy ca hai
cung hoc mét chuong trinh, nhung dé
thi brevet ¢ phan git hon va thién vé
Phap vdn nhi€u hon. TU ndm 1923 veé
sau, stia ddi lai va c6 hai van bang mot
lugt cling van lanh luong 16i sau chuc
bac ma thoi, vi ké ttt ndm 1923, hoc sinh
da dong hon trudc, va nha nha dua nhau
cho con di hoc chii Tay ché khong tranh
né guong gao nhu thud trudc dé nhit
thé chién Au chau 1914-1918.

Nam 1922, man nam dé tam, t6i thi
thu Brevet élémentaire khda ngay 6-1-
1922. Thay bdi danh tiéng Vi Kinh Trang
an nam cac bac tién qué, doan t6i ndm ay
thi hai khoa thi ddu mot. Nhung t6i da cé
dau 6c “cai thay”, nén t6i bo thi diplome
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cho thay boi Chg Lén nay noi trat choi,
viéc 4y nén hay hu, tdi xin mién tra 1oi.

Pbén khoa 18-6-1923, thi thi dau
Brevet élémentaire cung moét lugt véi
cac anh va chi khéc, ngay nay néu chua
xuong 16 thi ciing da lam 6ng ndi ong
ngoai, con chau dum de.

Vé Tran Vian Giau, c6 tén trong ban
danh sach si tu thi ddu diplome ndam
1923. (Khong phai tac gia “Giai cap cong
nhéan Viét Nam” hién nay). - Anh nay, lac
hoc chung véi toi noi trudng tinh & Séc
Trang van tén la Chau Van Dédng. Anh
nho tudi hon hét va hoc sang hon ai, gia
dinh anh théat dang thuong, vi cha anh
van nau bép cho mot 6ng trang su Viét
c6 vg Phép la 6ng Poan Vinh Thuan.
Chinh 6ng Thuan xuat tién cho Dang an
hoc, vi bidng c6 danh hoc giéi. Khong
may la Ddng khong cé khai sanh, khién
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cho dén ngay nap don xin thi ti€u hoc,
trong khi gap rut, ting qua Dang tim ra
mot khai sanh nap cho doc hoc trudng,
roi thi dau, dugc tuyén hoc noi trudng
trung hoc Chasseloup, nhung khong
hiéu vi sao ndm hoc 4y hoc sinh trudng
ndy déu bi dua qua hoc truong S& Cop
(Ecole Normale) gan S6 Thu, hoc da bon
ndm, khi thi ra trudng, Dang thi dé du
hai bang Brevet élémentaire va Diplome,
nhung ché mai khong dugc bé nhiém
lam gido vién.

DPéng tic khi di thi khéa tuyén tho
ky S& Ngan kho, Ddng thi dau niia, va
cac ban hiiu tot s6 déu dugc goi tén cho
s& lam, duy Pang van khong dugc goi.
Ttc long, Ddng kéu nai, khi ay mdéi biét
vi trung tén véi 6ng khét tiéng, tac gid bo
sach “Giai cap cong nhan Viét Nam’, la
ong Tran Van Giau.
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Con nha han vi, trong mong thi dau
c6 cho lam, gitup d6 cha me, khong ngo
vi chanh phu thoi dé ngu t6i, khién cho
mot ngudi hoc tro tot la anh Chéau Van
Dang, tc long, di theo Lam Hiép Chau,
lam cach mang, r6i ti &y mat tich luon,
c6 lé ndi oan dy anh Ddng da mang xuéng
chon Diém dai roi. Nhung doi ai xudng
do6i nai véi anh bay gio ?

Nhiing anh em da dau ky thi viét
nhung qua hach miéng bi danh rét thiét
1a rai ro vi thoi buodi ay khong c6 1é cho
dau vét ma ciing khong ai dam kéu nai,
thiét la Tay n6 oai qua. Nhung khong can
bang cdp, nhiéu nguoi da thanh danh
con r§ rang hon ngudi thi d6 nhu ban
cti Bui Htu Tung, (6ng D6c Mai thay tén
la, hoéi Tung nghia la gi ?” dap “Tung veut
dire tung tung” bi 6ng doc Mai qud va
cat nghia “tung 1a tung hoanh”. Qua thiét
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Tung nhé mai vé sau sanh con dat tén Bui
Hitiu Hoanh dé nhé thay ; nhung Tung la
con nguoi qua quat, vi von dan Vinh Hoéi
(Sai Gon) nén dam tréu 6ng doc M., mot
hoém anh ta 1én lay tdm danh thi€p cta
ong dé san :

NGUYEN VAN MAI

Professeur de langue annamite au
college de jeunes filles indigenes et au
college Chasseloup-Laubat,

Officier dAcadémie, Chevalier
de la Légion d Honneur

NC... Quai de la Marne / Khanh Hoéi

Anh ta viét tay thém may hang nay
dudéi hang chit in “Marchand de day
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ludc, day chac et de nuéc mam hon,
maison Quynh MY, rue Amiral Courbet
a Chg Méi (Sai Gon)”. Ong M, bét dugc
tdm thiép, gian doi dudi, Tung nan ni,
ong run lén roi cing bd qua vi do la sy
that. Tung biét r6 vi la ngudi hang xom,
con mot 6ng quan s6 thué thuong chanh
xom Nha Rong (Messageries Maritimes).
Tinh thay tro 16p xua, nghiém thi cd, ma
ac thi khong, va hoc tro budi nao ciing
ua pha thay d€ xting danh ding hang
thu ba chi thua ma va quy.

Maéng ca ké ma suyt lac dé. Tu khi thi
dau, anh em chia tay vé nha ky bai truéng
ndm chot 1923, nhiing anh tuong dac
va gioi vé mon todn nhu Truong Déng
Khoa, Tran Quan Vién, Tran Van Cua,
déu lya va xin hoc trudng tao tac Ha
Noi dé tré nén sau nay ky su c6 thuc tai,
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nguoi lam thau khodn nhu Khoa, ngudi
1én t&i tong trudng cong chanh nhu Cua,
nhung khi phach nhtt c6 1€ 1a Vién, vé
gia khong lam gi hét, di dau chi xdch cay
du vai den xé dich dé day rong xe lam
xe buyt, an phan thu thudng va cing
coi nhu lac con hoc trong trudng khong
khac. Dén nhu anh Nguyén Vin Tho va
Dinh Cang Nguyén, von s& truéng Phap
van, nén chon trudng Cao dang su pham,
vé sau déu la nha mo6 pham dua chan tai.
Riéng anh Nguyén Van Chi, nguoi tinh
Tan An dang dugc ghi mot diém son 16n.
Anh lya trudng Canh nong, sau vé lam
dén Giam doc sé thay 1am, va vé ddc sac
cta anh la anh khéo day con.

Tay xach va-li chia tay noi cdng
trudng, cac anh hoi t6i da lya trudng nao
chua, t6i lac dau néi chi ham hoc trudng
doi, dd@ muon vg qud, ra hoc ngoai ay,
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khong khéo cting dau bi dudi chang la
thém 16 lang cong danh. “Cing khong
muon dau toi ndi, cac anh cu di di, sau
ndy chung minh sé gap”

Bai trudng vé nha ¢ Soc Trang, nghi
chua thay khde ké hay tin ngay 1 thang 8
nam dy 1923, c6 mé khoa thi tuyén muoi
1dm tho ky chanh pht. To6i xin du va dén
ngay, may thoi dau vao so6 3, hai anh
dau trén la cdc anh Lé Van Qui (s6 1) va
Nguyén Ngoc Thach (s6 2), vén hoc 16p
tu tai ban x4, nén toi lam khong lai.

Anh Lé Van Qui dugc b6 vao tdoa bo
Gia Dinh, suéng mot ctia vi viia gan Sai
Gon via la ¢ tinh, mac stic hoc thém noi
tho vién do thanh va noi s& lam. Anh
Nguyén Ngoc Thach dugc sai xuéng lanh
viécnoitdoabd tinh Tra Vinh laxd giaulua
gao, nén mac suc tdm bd. Nhung khong
hiéu vi duyén c& nao hodc c6 diéu gi bat
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déc chi, it nam sau anh Thach xin nghi
viéc va toi da gap anh mdy nam gan day;,
nghiém nhién la mdt dai doanh thuong
tu cht ldy minh, mét cha hi¢u budn may
anh va phim anh, xuat phat bac mudn
bac triéu, suéng gap may lan than lam
toi moi, tho ky thi sai. Riéng t0i, trong y
mung tham, nay dau s6 3, at sé dugc cho
tot, toi uGc ao nhtt 1a dugce lam noi dinh
pho sodi (Cabinel du Gouverneur) dugc
gan mdt trdi, mau thang chuc, thd nhi la
mudn lam & dinh thugng tho (Direction
des bureaux du Gouvernement), chd bo
kinh t€ ngay nay, 1a noi tu thud nao van
cd phu ni tré dep lai vang, chay ép phe
hodc khoe minh gién bong, lac ay mac
cho tdi tap hut thuoc phi pha, chung dién
banh bao, an choi phi chi. Cai mong thu
ba la dugc dbi di “luc tinh”, lam viéc noi
toa bo, nay goi t20a hanh chanh, viia dé
kiém vg giau vg dep, viia dé kiém chac,
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tién li xi, ndi huych tet la tién hoi 19, vi
thu that luc nhé so 1am tdi chi muén hu,
mudn dugc y nhu cac dan anh da vach
dudng di trudc : “T6i rugu sam banh,
sang stia bo” “sém vac 6 di chiéu vac ve,
“an choi cho sudng, mién co tién trong
tai, xai hoai con hoai”, mac cho ddi vi
nudc da lot vao tay thang Tay d4u con gi
1a hy vong doat lai, than lam cong chic
nhu hoét cat song Hang, thai thi ct hiéu
nhu quan niém tu xta tt xua d€ lai, “chi
bong di kem chit 16¢”, 16c 1a 10¢ troi cho,
ai giéi lugm thi no long, dan né cho thi
cu lay : Va lai an cua héi mdt dong ma
lam xong viéc d& cho anh nha qué biét
may : Gidy t6 ky tén xong, xach du di vé
nha, con hon cong chuc lam mdt thanh
khiét ma bat dan cho doi ba biia, nao tién
phong ngu, tién dn xai, bi€t dau chuing sa
vao 6 nhén bi diém lay binh dem vé bao
hai vg con, cai hai bang mudi bang tram.
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Mién diing nhu ca xa cd mip an bam that
nhiéu méi dung la tham nhing, ché may
doi long tong ca chot, rut tia tha du thia
cta thién ha nao thay chét ai ! Nhung so
toi, nhu nay cho thay, long mu6n hu ma
trdi chdng cho hu. BG&i con trong sach
nén mdéi manh miéng néi dua, ché tha
that hon nta doi ngudi, “y muodn lam
di, ngit n6i x4u ma doi qua mic nén
khong ai them kéu di khach’, con trinh
gi boi Da xoa ! Toi luc ra truong khong
khdc chi chi Bé Rét trong bai ngu ngon,
dau doi hi stta ma long xay mong Dang
vuong, thi dau trong mau b6 nhiém cho
kha kha ma kiém chéc... Té ra may anh
kia hodc nho thdi van dé hoac nhd khon
khéo c6 cha chu chi dudng va gioi nghé
chay chot nén déu dugc cho xting y viia
long. Dén phién t6i, con sét lai hai cho
dung 1a cuc xuong kho bo xuong dat ché
khong them gam ! Cho thud nhut la tho
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ky Khdm Lén Sai Gon. Luc dy 1é dang
cho ndy vé t6i, vi trén phong nhon ty
(Bureau de Personnel) thuc t6i kip nap
khai sanh dé€ tién bd nhiém, t6i c6 chut
linh tdnh giuc hudén cau muu, trén kia
dgi khong dugc nén lam gidy b6 anh déu
s6 4 tram cho dé va vi vay anh Nguyén
Van Lac thé t6i vao lam tho ky cho lao
Agostini, chuia nguc xép 6 Kham Lén.
Tudng da thoat nan ngd dau con cai bay
s0 hai. Ai biét ddu ma tranh. Cling cting
ngat chai kho khong kém, tuy danh goi
it ghé t6m hon, dé la tho ky Trudng may
dudng D6 Hiu Vi, nay la truong trung
hoc co khi dudng Huynh Thuc Khang.
Toi ho co hay 1a téi s6, xin sao luc duge
t& khai sanh dem nap. Vé nha cho cho ca
an cau té ra ca ngon dau khong thay, dén
chting gidy bo nhiém dén tay, mé ra doc,
ta hoa tam tinh.
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[11 Nguyén vén chi du b6 nhiém:
N° 2334 Le Gouverneur de la Cochinchine
Commandeur de la Légion d Honneur

Vu le décret du 20 octobre 1911 Fixant les pouvoirs du
Gouverneur de la Chochinchine et des Résidents Supérieurs
en Indochine,

Vu larrété du 17 aott 1923 portant nomination de
quatre secrétaires stagiaires des bureaux du Gouvernement
et des Provinces de la Cochinchine; Vu les besoins du service,

ARRETE
Article primier. - Sont désignés pour servir :

3) sous les ordres du Directeur de I'Ecole des Mécani-
ciens Asiatiques, en remplacement du secétaire Pham Cong
Nghiep en congé

Le secrétaire VUONG HONG SEN, nouvellement
nommé.

Article 2. - Les Administrateurs chefs de province in-
téressés, TAdministrateur Chef de Cabinet et le Directeur de
I'Ecole pratique des mécaniciens asiatiques et le Directeur de
la Prison Centrale de Saigon sont chargés, chacun en ce qui
le concerne, de lexécution du présent arrété.

Saigon le 17 aotit 1923.
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Signé: COGNACQ

Pour copie conforme.

Le Chef du Bureau du Personnel
Signé: MERLE

PCC

Le Directeur de 'Ecole des Mécaniciens,
Signé : EMMANUEL ROSEL ]

Troi dat o1, con gi 1a cai mong dep
duogc lam s& t6t d€ hoc khon hoc khéo,
ntia thong thao nghé hanh chéanh, vé sau
thi dau 1én ngach cao cap 6ng huyén ong
phu, dn trén ngoi tréc ! Thoi rdi cai mo
udc an van banh tén, mac 4o u-oe cd that
day ca-ra-odach, hinh mii lén mat véi chi
em ¢ Trudce khi vao nhan viéc ngay 27-
8-1923, t6i cin thén chay hoi tham cac
thay lam viéc noi s6 thi cac 6ng can ddn
muodn vo lam dugc lau dai thi phai nhap
gia tuy tuc, phai lam guong cho hoc tro
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bat chudc, ttic nhién phai bd hét com-1é
ca vat, phai an mdc khiém ton nhu dan
thg, a0 banh-t6 (paletot) bang bo trang
c6 cao che kin nguc va khong bao gio
nén mac 4o tha nguc that no den do hay
ca-vat nhiéu mau. Nhu vay c6 chdn chua
¢ Nhung biét lam sao chay choi vi da qua
tré, mua xudng tau di hoc Ha N¢i da
qua tu lau, udng ti€c da mudn cai cong
an hoc bon ndm, d6 dugc ba bang trong
may thang ?

Khi v6 lanh viéc lai cang thém budn
ba chan uét chan rdo chua chi 6ng chu
trudng la quan ndm ky su Rosel lai ché toi
mudi chin tudi la qua bé tho chua biét gi
e khong kham trong trach. Sau nhg trén
phong nhon ty tra 16i rang tdi d4u s6 cao
va hién khong cé nhan vién trong tudi,
ong mdi bang long thau nhan. Vi budi
dau tién vua bat tay vao viéc la co cai
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nhap cdi chép do, nén to6i sanh nga long
va cai tat bat man ua cy nu lai cang c6 c6
dé boc phat thém. Néi chi miéng va cé
nguoi dong thdi con song lam ching, toi
nga long thoi chi cling phai, vi ai doi c6
bao nhiéu s hoc thau thap bay lau, khi
vao la ai noi Trudng Mdy nay déu khong
dung dén. Hang ngay phén su cua toi
la [am coOm-mang mua vét liéu, do anh
Nam Vi, nay con manh va hién nghe
dau & miét Chau Thdéi (Bién Hoa), anh
¢ dudi xudng thay thi€u thon mon gi
thi lén bu-rd ndi cho la viét mua. Ma co
kho ché chianh doc cho viét toan nhiing
danh tl tao nha ém tai ting nghe tling
hoc & trudng thi cling con khuay lang
lam vui, dang nay tt ddu ndm dén cuoi
nidm déu giap nhing tiéng nao bu-lon,
16ng-dén, nao cu-lat (culasse), ma-ni-
huénh (manivelle), nhtit la nhiing danh
ttt hoc bua khong cé day trong trudng
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xach-lu (Chasseloup), va nay ra doi, toi
dam chac, trti Trudng May ndy, chd khac
chua bao gi¢ thay mat chii, ty du nhu :

— Lam cOm mang mua gap muoi ldm
cai sg-mi bang dong (commande urgen-
te de quinze chemises de bronze), héi ra
khong phai d€ phat cho hoc tréo mac lot
mo hoi nhung dich thi dé 1a mét bo phan
trong mdy tau, va phai viét tho géi kiéu
ddtlam riéng noi xuéng Ba-son (arsenal)
mdi thao ché tac. Mot hdm dén phién toi
truc, gac bu-r6 ngay chua nhut, c6 nhién
khong c6 ai ranh nghé phu gitp, bong
c6 mot anh s6p-phao dinh thong doc, hét
ho hét hai chay dam sam 1én yéu cau toi
ndi v6i dng chu trudng rang phai mua
tic toc dé€ thay cho kip dua quan sodi ra
Viing Tau cho dung budi an trua vi xe
ctia anh da hu, “cai dau thay chua da gay”
| Toi boi roi khong biét dich ra tiéng gi
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cho dung, t6i noi giang quay tiéng Phap
co tiéng “téte de bonze”, thé ma dng Rosel
cudi va hiéu ngay do la “téte de bielle’,
tic la dau cay chuyén stic van dong cho
b may. T6i vita mac cG viia tiic toi vi hoc
chua téi noi téi chon, dét ngay dudi ! -
mot ky niia, boi réi khong nho, lai ciing
nham mot ngay truc, nhiing nguoi co
kinh nghiém va thanh thao déu nghi xa
hoi, riéng t6i v6 ngdi bu-r6 canh té-le-
phon va ngu guc. C6 anh cai chum lua
tau danh 10n thua nén 1én mét : “Té6i &
dudi tui dum, n6 dn hi€p véi danh toi
sac mau mai”. Toi chua hiéu tui dum la
gi, dich tinh bo : “Il dit tui dum ?” Thé
ma ong chu Tay lai gioi tiéng Viét hon
toi, tim tim cuoi va cat nghia do 1a “trou
dombre”, cai 6ng thong hoi dan gi6 lam
cho mat dudi ham tau.

Néu cu cai da nay mai thi chit Tay
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toi s€ quén hét va n6i con dién dugc qua
¢ Nhung ciing tu do t6i thay b6t tanh
ty kiéu, y gioéi. Minh nghi mdt minbh, lai
tdc cudi tham, khong biét ai khéo dat
chtt “tho ky thi sai” dé dich chi Phép
“secrétaire stagiaire”, that la thi sai : sai
thi. Ngay nay dich “thu ky tap su” tuy
sat nghia nhung khong khdi hai béang.
Khi gi4n ty cho minh la “thang cao gidy”,
nhung tham mat vé lau la hai cht “thi
sai’, dungla 4n com nha mac 4o me, sanh
ra d€ cho ngudi doi sai thi !

Tuy 1am tho ky & Khdm Lén va &
Truong May 1a hai chd bac béo, nhung
dugc an 1i 1a mau thang chtic. Chung
toi & trong canh tho ky tap sy ding mot
nam thi cé gidy chay cho hay dugc 1én
tho ky thiét tho hang 6 (sdu) cing mét
lac véi cac ban sau day va cung mot chi
du, ghi lai duéi day lam ky niém.
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[Nguyén van chi du bang Phap van:

S6 3263 Le Gouverneur p.i.de la Cochinchine, Cheva-
lier de la Légion d Honneur,

Vu le décret du 20 octobre 1911 fixant les pouvoirs du
Gouverneur de la Cochinchine et des Résidents Supérieurs
en Indochine;

Vu 1 arrété du 16 septembre 1920 portant réorganisa-
tion du personnel indigéne des Bureaux Gouvernement et
des provinces de la Cochinchine;

Vu les arrétés des 17, 24, 29 aot et 12 septembre 1923
portant nomination des secrétaires stagiaires Le Van Qui,
Nguyén Ngoc Thach, Vu ong Hong Sen, Nguyén Van Lac,
Nguyén Van Moi, Tran Chi Lau, Tran Van Chi, et Lim Van
Tho;

ARRETE:

Article ler. Sont titularisés a | emploi de secrétaires de
6¢ classe des bureaux du Gouvernement et des provinces de
la Cochinchine, pour compter du:

20 aot 1924, le secrétaire stagiaire Nguyén Van Lac, N.
Mle 434 (Maison Centrale).

22 aot 1924, Le Van Qui, N. Mie 435 (Gia Dmh)

27 aot 1924, Mécaniciens). Vuong Hong Sén, N.Mle
436 (Ecole des
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28 aot 1924, Nguyén Van Moi, N.Mle 437 (Bien Hoa)
ler septembre 1924 Nguyén Ngoc Thach, N.MlIe (Ba Ria) 13
septembre 1924 - Lam Van Tho, N.Mle 440 (3¢ bureau) 15
septembre 1924 - Tran Van Chi, N.MlIe 441 (ler bureau)

Article 2. L Administrateur, Chef de Cabinet, est char-
gé de | exécution du présent arrété.

Saigon le 19 septembre 1924

Signé: Tholance Visé au Controle Financier le 18 sep-
tembre 1924 N.2598

Pour copie conforme le Chef du Bureau du Personnel
du Gouvernement de la Cochinchine

Signé: Merle P.C.C

Le Chef du Service de 1 Enseignement Signé: Grand
jean
Pour copie conforme Le Directeur de | Ecole des Méca-

niciens Signé: Rosel]

Tuonglaiveé sau cho biét trong s6 tam
tho ky ké trén, riéng anh Lé Van Qui, toi
mat ddu khong ré anh di vé dau, duy vé
anh Nguyén Ngoc Thach, anh sém rut lui
trong hang cong chiic va tréd nén mot nha
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kinh doanh c6 hang, thanh cong trong
giGi thuong truong. Vé anh Nguyén Vin
MGi, ban hoc bon ndm trudng Xach-Lu,
anh vOn ngudi vam v& map tron, nhung
khong hiéu vi sao lai sém mat trudc nam
dao chanh 1945, lam chung t6i mat mot
anh ban hay cudi hay giéu, trong 16p
thuong goi Mdi Ca Nang, dén nay ciing
chua biét danh tii nay nghia la gi. Cai
anh Tran Chi Liu mdi la c4n thin nht.
bi thi tho ky anh tam tro chung phong
vGi toi tai nha ngt Luc Tinh khdach lau,
c6é mdt cd an suong cuu hoc sinh Trudng
ao tim gheo anh ma anh khong dam tra
161, nay cé giay lam thiét tho tho ky rdi,
anh beén xin di hoc thém noi trudng cao
dang thu y ngoai Ha Noi, thanh tai rdi
trd vé lam cong chtic suét ba chuc ndm
vO sy, va nay ti€p tuc mé phong thu y tu,
an nhan khong tai tiéng, trong tran gian
ai dé biét ai. Anh LAm Van Tho (da tu
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tran) va anh Tran Van Chi vé sau ca hai
ddu huyén réi 1én dén doc phu s, con
dudng cong danh di dén do6 da 1a man
nguyeén.

Trong hang anh em tiing nhai gao
ltic, an mai saing mot hdt vit giam nude
mam ngang cua tén Xi-Cu-Lai (Nicolai)
& Xach Lu va cung dau mot khoa tho ky,
c6 anh Nguyén Van Lac va tdi, khac doi
chut vé6i cac ban dong song, viia lan dan
via tam thudng dé xting danh la nhiing
tén cong boc tam thudng vo thudng vo
phat, néu khong néi la v6 danh tiéu tot.

Anh Lac vé Go Cong ti€p tuc lam
tho ky hay néi chi ddng vé gia 1én lao lam
thong phan (secrétaire principal) va mat
am tham véi chic khiém ton “0ng Phan
Lac gia toa bd”. Toi nghe néi lai luc lam 6
Kham Lén, anh véi 6ng Pha Hiéu, la hai
nguoi trong sach thudng giap dd nhiing
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ngudi vo phuc mac vao long lao ly. Khi
lui vé xt s&, anh Lac lam ban véi ve chai
va chét vi binh rugu, t6i két luan 1a khi
mot ai giti dugc tinh khiét khong an cta
héi, thi ngudi di lo du d6 qua dudng xo6i
thit tiéc tung dn uong, va anh Lac chét
vi sach véi tién ma nhiém doc vi Martel,
Whisky ttc la vi tdinh ham nhau nhet.

S6 ditoi mia maianh Laclavithuong
ti€éc mot ban tling chia ngot xé bui, mot
ban dong binh, anh da chét va tdi bi phat
sudt doi ci mdn, con gap may lan cay
nghiét hon luc cing nhau la-ve ct ki¢u
quan Draguy chg Md&i ndm xua, mudn
udng niia ma trong tui da can tién.

Toi cudi anh Lac ma cé hon gi Lac
? Toi dau rat s6m khoa kién thiic phé
thong (examen de culture générale) (dau
ndm 1927 vua dugc bén nam tho ky) la
khoa thi m& dudng khi lay chic huyén
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sau khi do ky thi chuyén nghiép bay lan
déu rét du bay lan (s€ noi sau), va ndm
1943 t6i xin vé huu ty 1¢, qua nam 1947
lai tré ra trong cd cai gong cong chiic
trung dung cong nhut, ndm 1963 duogc
cong du hai thang ¢ Phap va mudi lam
ngay 6 Hong Kong, Pai Bac va Nhut
Ban, thi¢t ciing hoc hoi thém nhiéu va
phan nudc vé may doi chat. Nhung hoc
nhiéu lam chi khi nam 1964 bi lao rau
x¢ Khanh' va rau thép Ky cho vé huu
thiét tho va bat giao viéc cho ngudi méi,
ngay 11-9-1964. Mudi bay nam lam tai
Vién bao tang khong cho truy lanh vao
phan huu bdng, céi chic Giam doc hay
Quan thu Vién bao tang von la chiic lau,
cai danh giang vién truéng Dai Hoc von
1a danh héo, chung qui cdi chiic khong ai
tranh gianh cta t6i dung la mét phan gia,

17 Ttic tudng Nguyén Khanh lac 4y cdm dau chinh quyén Sai
Gon, sau bi dao chanh va luu vong & Phap.
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khac gi anh Lac ? Nay xin khai thiét, cai
cau ham rugu trong moét tiéc ndm 1930
noi trong tap Hoa trai mua, cua 6ng Tran
Vén Téan, xuat ban ndm 1940, trang 21 :

“Lau cao leo méi mot tung,

Ong Huyén ntia chiing xem thdy ma
thuong..”

bich thi la am chi hai t6i, 6ng Mai
Tho Truyén'® va ké nay, luc ay déu c6 ntia
miéng giat lung, 6ng Mai tot phudc sau
lam da bo va lén dén tot buc la-phong,
toi mai 1é de treo lén tudt xuong va tho
ky van hoan tho ky. Hu hay khong mot
minh toi biét.

Nhung mai than van rén xiét chi lam
chung ghét, xin tr& lai nhiing gi thiét thuc
hon. Nam 1924, khi dugc b6 nhiém thuc

18 Ong Mai Tho Truyén c6 ldc lam Quéc vy khanh dic trach
van héa thdi VNCH.
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thu tho ky hang 6, thé la toi khoi sg bi sa
thai vo ly do, va toi cang budng lung tha
rong choi dao pho hon la cam cui ngodi
bu-rd lam viéc dung gio, va cai viéc dén
tré vé sém cua t6i da qua hién nhién dén
cac chu Tay déu nham mat gia do khong
hay biét. Duy cong viéc va phan sy cta
t6i déu song phang, khong khi nao bé tré,
thém tdnh tdi ngay thdng, khong dn héi
16 nén 6ng Rosel mén chudng nhu con
cai nha 6ng dé mac t6i tu tung tu tac, cac
dau phong va xép xudng thay vay cling
1am ngo ludn. Ong Rosel s¢ néu rdy qud
toi, toi sé xin d6i di cho khac, mat di mot
tho ky co vé thiét tha ma co kho ong cé
biét dau tai Trudng Mdy ma lam gi dn
héi 16 duge v6i com-méang do sat hang
Tay va ga-ra cling Tay, con vé cti chum
tau, mua moi thang ca may chuc ngan va
xang nhét thi da c6 anh cdp rang an hét
trudc toi roi, dén nhu nhiing viéc khac
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mua nay mua no, déu giao thiép véi bon
Tay ma tham nhiing sao v6 ? Luc dy xang
chi c6 hai cac ngoai mot lit, va 6ng Phé
chuc la gidm thi chanh, tén la Favier,
moi thang bo tii may tram bac, tién ban
thuing thiéc khong xai, va bién vao s6
dudi chuong muc do phé thai ban lay
tién chi tiéu vdt vanh. Anh cai linh thay
tén Laot, 1én truong day thé duc cho hoc
tro, tién xé dich 10 phi moi ngay tu trai
linh thtiy noi mé song lén trudng, dinh
1a hai cac bac, anh lam mang-da lanh ran
rat sau dong, cho thang ba muci ngay
va sau dong hai cho cdc thang ba muoi
mot ngay, dén ba ndm sau bo thanh tra
tai chanh bén Phdp mdéi géi ho so va tho
khién trach doi anh cai phai trd bén cac
bac tién lanh du, va nhiing viéc dy ciing
khong thay bi khép vao t6i ha lam. Trong
khi ay, t6i lia s& xdch mot tap ho so nhé
theo ra dudng rong choi ca budi, lai cd
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cong 1a di hoi thim gia ca d€ lam com-
mang khoi bi s& kiém duyét ngin quy
lam khé dé, ai dam néi t6i 1y ¢ rong
choi, 3¢ vao nam vdi chi em ! C6 mot
nam kia trén Bién Hoa bi lut 16n, xe lta
chay khong dugc, t6i theo thay Tu Xuéan
cung lam mot s& lén trén & choi hai ngay
da doi roi vé ciing khong nghe ai trach
bo nhiém s& trong gio thiia hanh phan
su. Ong Rosel ra linh biéu t6i thau vét
cac s tién Ung trudc cho cac tinh vé
viéc stia tau stia xe, da qua nién qua han
nay phai ghi vao ngan sach méi dé€ rong
duodng chi dung, danh tt chuyén moén
goi “recettes dexercice clos’, toi ngan qua
khong biét d6 1a gi, toi bén chon luén ho
sd vao & moéi, mot mat 1én thugng tho
toa nhi (2¢ Bureau) o b€ xin dling doi
hoéi vé vu nay, lam viéc bé tha nhu vay
thé ma cudi nam dugc thang chuc ciing
nhu ai. Cing nam 1924, 6ng thong doc
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Cognacq c6 tiéng la hach mot cay, mua
ga My v€ nudi, chi thi cho truéng lam
chudng, t6i lanh viéc mua sat chi V va
thiéc Cao Bang lam va lgp chudng, ndm
ay toi dugc dac biét vinh thang tho ky
hang 5, vlia ding mudi tdm thang cong
nghiép, ma xin dung noéi 16n vi cong ng-
hiép lam chudng ga cho dinh Phé Sodi !

Tl nam 1924, t6i cudi vo roi ly di véi
nguoi ndy an & v6i nhau chua nat chiéc
chiéu tan hon, viia dung chin thang dua
nhau ra toa xin ly di, 16i vé€ ngudi dan ba
theo mat ludt ma dung ra 16i vé ngudi
dan 6ng ham mua sach va mé doc sach
dén quén ngudi vg tré nam ké bén ! Tién
hé dam cudi dugc sau tram bac la mot
s0 tién kéch xt, tién 6ng nhac cung cap
moi thang khong phai nho, cdng véi
sau bay chuc bac luong, chi véo trong
may thang, két quad ta sach khong con
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cho dé ma ai tinh da nhe got ra di. Ai
chiu noi véi thang chong hu nhu vay,
nang cé doc ciing xin tha thia ! Thoéi vg
roi, toi thay can phd qua réng nén ban
quach hét do dac, mot minh chd sach ra
xin ¢ dn com thdng noi nha anh Chi 1a
ban hoc bén Not-manh ; mudi lam dong
moi thang ma cé khi dong khi hut tién
trd lan hoi, nay nhac lai ma tham. Tu dé
toi cang hoang dang hon trudc, Ba t6i &
Soc Trang khong buon goi tho cho toi
nta. Toi tap hut thudc 14, tap udng la-
ve, tap danh bai cat-té, cang dan dam va
tiéu hoang hon trudc, vi toi lam rat ra
tién va lam ra tién rat luong thién, anh
em cung s& cung nha tro déu 1é mat véi
toi. Ngay nay tdi cdn ndng trén sau chuc
ky, thé ma thud dy can nao tét chi lén
dén s6 42 kilos 1a cuing, 4y la can tai nha
thudc dé ludn y phuc, bit-tat va doi giay
via s¢-men da cting. Nhung ké vé tién bo
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tui thi toi xai hoi hot van con du, vi toi &
ddc thén, lanh luong mai thang trén sau
muoi dong, thém cé tién xup, 1a toi lanh
day ba 6ng Tay dau s&, mot ong thuong
tin cudc tén Rigaud, mdt ong ky su tén
Aton va m¢t 6ng nha y si tén Brodard,
moi 6ng tra toi hai chuc bac, day moi
tuan hai gio, cé thém la-ve hodc Whisky
thinh thodng, vi chi moi thang t6i c6 mot
tram hai chuc bac, tuong duong luong
tri phtt hang ba ché khong choi ¢ Luc ay
toi hoc cling dit va mua sach cting nhiéu,
duy vé ngén an choi thi khét tiéng. Ma
tham y cta to6i, budng lung lam véy la dé
cho ong Rosel chan ché ma cho t6i d6i di
cho khac, mac tinh an dién hu hong, ngs
dau 6ng cha gia niy, gat gao v6i ngudi
khac ma van nhdm mat d€ giti chan t6i &
lai v6i 6ng noi Trudng May.

Toi dem to la Cloche félée (Cai
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Chuéng re) cua Nguyén An Ninh, trai
che bé trén ban va doc tai s3, cac anh em
ban déu tranh t6i nhu tranh binh hui,
thé ma 6ng Rosel, cd nguoi hoc lai, van
khong noi gi. Ngay nay téi nhé lai cang
thuong Ong thi d& mudn. Thét rdi toi
trd ching cang lam gia va tré nén kho
thuong khong ché noi.

Budi 4y may 6ng mdy thiy lam viéc
trong chanh pht déu rat sg bi tinh nghi
minh lam chanh tri, néi theo doi do6 la
lam cach mang, vi s¢ bé n6i com, vg nheo
con doi. Tru phi nhiing nguoi tuong lai
da hong, hiu van dau tot nét cing khong
ra gi, thi van lam liéu, dé€ chudc tiéng g6
gac. Toikhong dung tronghang d6 nhung
toi it tudi chua biét sg, cd tudng minh
an hoi 10 1a dugc, va téi c6 chu tam lam
nu dé€ dugc thuyén chuyén di cho khac,
mot tay mot xach, cho nao ciing suéng

7.1923-1927



290 | Vwong Hong Sén

hon & miét noi Trudng Mdy lu mon hét
s& hoc bay lau. Noi cho dung, toi chi vi
bat man nho vat co tat danh liéu bdi con
cung va cling vi xét suy nodng can, cu
tudng rang hé minh khong lam di thi sg
gi thu linh kiém tuc c6c nhai ! Trong khi
ay, phan dong nhiing ngudi hudng ting
hodc tham gia nhiing cugc tng hd hoi
kin, lac quyén 1én, hay la nhang tay that
su vao viéc bao dong nay no dinh dap
vGi vu Phan Chau Trinh, Phan B6i Chau,
Nguyén An Ninh, nhiing nguoi dy déu
la cht dién cé mau mdt, nha giau c6 dau
6c tu chic, cong chic, tuy an com Tao
ma chang phuc Tao, béi tiic mot diéu gi
khd néi ra ciing c6, hodc vi nhiét tam va
thanh thuc yéu nudc cling cd, ma vi hdo
danh tung vai tién ra cho ching lam coi
choi cling co.
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TOI BIET GI VE NHUNG NGUOI
NAY

Toi choi véi HO Van Nga va Tran Vin
Thach® vi tinh ban dong song cung thay
tuy khac 16p, suét ba ndm dau trudng
Xach-lu (1919-1922). Téi mén Nga vi
hoc gi6i hon t6i va ¢6 tdnh ngay thang.
Sau khi ra trudng, c6 mot lan toi gép Nga
ngay qudn sach Albert Portail (nay la
nha sach Xuan Thu). Nga cho t6i hay sap
sang Phdp hoc thém. Toi khen Nga tot
s0. Nga dap gon bang : “Tao di véi tién
bén vg cho, ma sudéng gi may !”

Con Tran Van Thach, sau khi ra lam
Hoi dong thanh pho, gép toi trén xe buyt,
toi bat tay chao, Thach cudi : “E, bo may
khong sg mat chiic sao ?” Toi tra 16i : “Co

19 VE tiéu sti nhan vat ndy xem trong Tl dién nhan vat lich
stiViét Nam NXB KHXH, 1992 Ha Noi.
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cai may sg bat tay tao rdi nho tay may ?
Ché tao khong sg giong gi hét. May co
gan lam chéanh tri thay ké may ! Tao cé
gan cua tao la van bat tay mot thiang ban
cli. Néu may khong cho 1a dang khac,
ché tinh tao nhu ci, biét chua ¢” Hai dua
cung cuoi.

Clng nhu Nguyén An Ninh, Phan
Vin Hum, Nguyén Van Sam® t6i déu
co biét va tling tiép xtuc. Nhiing 6ng nay
dé tiéng nhac doi, toi chi hon & cai sdng
thita, gia ma chua chét. Hom nay 6n lai
di vang vat vanh viét lai nhiing gi thuéc
dat st cua may ong ay gép chut tai liéu
nhé cho nhiing ai sau ndy muon viét lai
chanh st hodc muén hiéu thém mot vai
chi tiét that ma chua ai ndi thudc vé tiéu
st cua mdy ngudi gan li da sat da dau
tranh khong ti€c than cho “doc lap” nudc

20 V€ tiéu st nhan vt ndy xem trong Tu dién nhan vét lich
stiViét Nam NXB KHXH, 1992 Ha Noi.
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nha, tudng khong dén nobi 1a vo ich.

NHOLAIQUY CHEHOCNOITRU
TRUONG CHASSELOUP NHUNG
NAM 1919-1923.

Nhiing nam nay, gid hoc noéi tru
trudng nay that la rat ré. So sanh véi gia
thau ngay nay noi cac truong tu Sai Gon
that 1a moét troi mot vuc.

Trudng chia ra hai khu phan biét :

a) Khu danh cho nhom hoc sinh
dan Tay va ngoai tich (cha va khach tru),
goi quartter européen, hoc tro khi hoc
phdi mac do6 Tay di giay, dong phuc khi
ra khoi truong la quan trang, 4o ni mau
tim c6 hai hang nut ma vang, cham chii
néi “C.C.L” (Collége Chasseloup Lou-
bat) nhung hoc tro truéng Taberd cham
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bi€m doc 1a “Con C... 16” ? Trong khi ay,
hoc sinh truong thay dong nay mac sac
phuc ¢6 théu hai chi “I.T” (Institution
Taberd) chung t6i nhao lai goi hoc trd
trudng “ia trin’, “ia trin” tuy khong chua
cay bang nhung ciing véi vat bét nhuc,
va day khong phai noéi tuc, ky that la
mudn ghi lai tdm ly nhém hoc sinh bao
gio cling lién thoang va chi trich nhau
mot cach vo hai.

Tién hoc bong hang nién 1a 180 dong
tron nam noi tru hay 1a 90 dong néu dn
chi mot budi com trua va t6i duge vé nha
¢ xa goi demi-pension. Hoc néi tru, phai
sam du y phuc thay do6i va dung cu can
thiét (trousseau) déu cé khac chii cham
tén va khi vo trudng, gidam thi xét thay
chua du thi khong cho nhap noi.

— Ndm dé nhtit (1919-1920) gdp 6ng
Ourgaud lam gidm déc. Ong ngudi cao
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16n, va gdm gl nhu di tgn lam, ky trung
ong dung phuong phép ban tay sat boc
bao nhung : tr6 nao pham quy luat, 6ng
doi lén van phong, quat mdy chay vu v,
mot cay gay to tudng dé€ trén ban, nhung
dung gid thi cho xudng va hoc trdo pham
16i it khi thdy mdt 6ng, vi ong c6 tinh doa
cho khiép ma khong danh dap. Chi mot
14n no 6ng dudi vai anh vi pham 16i ndng
1én rinh ctia s6 ngam xem dung nhan ba
doc !

Nédm dé nhtt ndy, 6ng tong giam thi
Nicolai, d6t khong cé mot bang xét-ty-
phi—ca, nhung ndi tiéng Tay gion nhu
bap rang va chui nghe rat suéng tai, ong
kiém chtic économe (quan ly xuat nap),
nhung chung tdi dat tén riéng la thang
ndu com thang biét danh 1a Xich Cu Lai.
Ong ta ha tién da cach, cho an rit cuc
: moOi sang diém tam bon hot vit gidm
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nudc nam ngang an chung bon dda lam
mot ca-ré, ngay nao clng vay, tri ngay
chua nhat va ngay 1€ dugc moi dda nta
chén ca phé den va mot khiic banh mi
dd ntia gang tay. Com trua va to6i ba mén
: canh duc ngli quo diia mo khong thay
ca tom ; mot dia thit bo dai nhach nhu
cao su, méOt to thit kho ma 1én, nhut la
it ngay tai dién mdn gan bo niu ra-gu,
Xich Cu Lai day rang dn gan tdm bg,
nhung n6 ngan va chi dugc cai ré tién.
Com nau bang chdo dun, gao ltic vo
ngay phong-tén trong gid tre can x¢é va
dap bang chan, khi anh cu-li rat chon ra,
toi thady nhiing mut ghé c¢6 chan dé au va
sach mat nhiing may ghé (t6i thé khong
noi gian vi bia &y man gio ra choi, toi da
banh roi khat nudc, xach lon thiéc xuéng
nha bép kiém tra, bong bat tai trdn anh
cdp rang coc-cach-1tia 1am cong viéc ac
On nay, gian hdi, anh tinh bo : “Gao ca
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can x¢é vo tay lam sao sach, va cti tin di én
c6 chét ai dau ?” Ma qua that, sudt bon
ndm an uodng thé nay chung t6i tré nén
mdp manh hon ldc an com trang ca tuci
ctua cha me & nha, va tuy do day, nham
mat ma an van khong thay truyén nhiém.
Xich Cu Lai lam tong giam thi lanh n4u
com thang nudi hoc tro, nén may dua
hoc tro ludi va thudng bi phat van cam
on va binh vuc cho lao gian tham ay, vi
moi lan lao xach s§ diém danh hoc tro bi
phat & lai ngay chaa nhut, lao s¢ ton com
nén thudng cho ra trudng khoi bi cam
tuc cong-xinh (consigne).

Cac gido su nam dé nhtit gom co6 :

— Phap van : Motais de Narbonne,
sau xuong day My Tho. Tu tai day khong
hay. C6 biét danh la “Thang Co6i”, vi dng
ua nhac Nhi Ha ma 6ng goi la Song Coi.

7.1923-1927



298 | Vwong Hong Sén

— Su dia : Eaton, gdc ang-1é nhap
Phap tich. Ong néi tiéng nhd, thud dy
chua c6 6ngloa phong thanh, nén chung
toi hudng thu 16i 6ng day rat it. Thay cho
ong la gido su Bénard lai con t6i hon,
voO 16p chi bat hoc tro mua san dudong
thé, 6ng goi chocolat annamite va ong
udng tra Hué nhai hét cuc dudng roi noi
chuyén khdo ché khong day. Téi thang
lanh luong !

~ Viét vin : Ong Nguyén Vin Mai,
lac ay da gia, mdc do dai khan dong, di
giay mo vit, deo kinh pince-nez, 6ng ua
noéi cau ntia Phap ntia Viét “Si je trouve
quelquun qui noéi dét, je lui colle tout
de suite un zéro Sudt bon nam chung
toi khong linh héi nhiéu nhung rat kinh
ong vé phan dao duc.

— Khoa hoc : Mille Merle, cti nhan
khoa hoc, xdu ma ham dién. Than goi
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Chi Met. Trudc chi Merle cé 6ng Solse,
ngudi Cha nhung néi tiéng Tay rat cu.
(V€ hai 6ng Bénard va Solse, t6i khong at
day nam dé nhut hay dé nhi, cac ban c
néu doc bai nay xin dinh chanh gium).

— Toan va Ky ha hoc (Hinh hoc) :
Venturini, ngudi Corse, biét danh “Ong
biéu”, vi 6ng hut diéu c6i va phu dung.
Chuyén ép hoc ctiu chuong dén 20x20.
Miéng rat hoi !

~ Vé : Ong Nguyén Van Ciing dugc
cung kinh vi 6ng la ngudi Viét.

— Khoa viét chti khéo (écriture) :
Ong Nam, ho Cao Pinh, ludén lu6n 4o
dai den, dau chit khan dau riu. Tro nao
thiéu diém lén noi véi Ong, 6ng cho tot
diém vét vat lai khoi bi cdm tuc (consig-
ne). Poi on thay.
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Nam dé nhi (1920-1912), thay vi A,
B nay doi lai goi 2¢ année X va Y do y
ong doc hoc von la dai ta chuyén khoa
todn phap la 6ng Colonel Limandoux. Vi
c6 cudc xudng dudng ctia chung toi nén
ong bi thay thé, va dng Sentenac tu My
Tho 1én lam déc truong. Ong ndy ngudi
lun x0n, khi dung gan 6ng gido su Bou-
rotte cao 1 thudc 90, thi 6ng ding chua
toi vu. C)ng Sentenac c6 mot tat, nay nhac
lai con rung minh noi 6¢ la mdi lan dng
ho, thdy miéng 6ng nhai nhai ma khong
thay ong khac do6m nhét ra, c6 1é d6ng da
phi tang vao bao td.

Tong giam thi trao Limandoux la
Thomas, cti nhan toan, vi hoi 10 bi déi.

Cdc gido su 16p dé nhi nay con anh
hudng tai nan tran gidc 1914-1918, nén
thi€u ngudi cd thuc tai, tuyén chon
khong dong déu gom c6 :

7.1923-1927



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 301

~ Phép vin : Ong Lallemand, ngudi
bon bon (Bourbonnais), nhd cé chién
cong nén dugc bd lam gido su, khi giang
vé bai “con rudi va anh danh xe” (la
mouche el le coche ctia La Fontaine), 6ng
nham hip mat lai va néi : “La mouche fait
commeca:Zi!Zi!Zit!” (con rudi lam
nhu vay : zi zi zit), dén chiing 6ng hoi
bai, khong dda nao cat nghia cho xudi,
biang dda nao theo y 6ng nhai lai hét la
“La mouche fait zi ! zi ! zit I” tudng dang
diém 16n, té ra 6ng cho an tring vit zéro
bit 16i sao dam nhao thay ! Ong Laue-
mand doi di, 6ng Louis lai thé, 6ng nay
chuyén mon thdm nudc miéng vuodt rau
ngach tré cho that giong cu au, dén phién
ong Doumaud vo6 thé, day cting khong
hon gi, ca ba da hai chung t6i mat mot
ndm hoc Phdp vian nhu y muon. Thay
khong du kha ndng hai hoc tréo khong

tién b6 la mot toi.
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~ St dia : Ong Bernard Bourotte,
cii nhan van chuong. Khoi néi 6ng nay
day vé mon nay thi khong ai giéi hon.
Hoc tro rat mén nhung s¢ 6ng nhu sg
cop. Tanh 6ng ndng nhu lua, tra 16i hay
ong cho tot diém 9/10, néi thém mot cau
that 14t ong stia lién thanh maot hot vit to
tudng ¢ Hoc sanh Taberd vo thi, 6ng hoi
dtia nao khong dap dugc, d6ng day qua
hoi 6ng thay dong ngodi nghe, bdo hai cac
su huynh mdc do dai den bo phong khao
thi chay c6 co !

— Khoa hoc : Ciing chi Merle nhu ci,
sau 1ay chong tré nén ba Saint-Marty.

— Toan phap : Ong Bulliard, brevet
supérieur, nhung du stc day. Ong tdnh
ndéng, moi lan hoc tro khong tra 16i dugc,
ong 6m dau but 6c. C6 motlan gio day ky
ha, 6ng dua l6p t6i ra san banh vudn ong
Thuong lam thuc tap, lan ay 6ng rugot toi
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chay gan giap ntia san. Ong thi chay tay
khong, con t6i lai khong ddm budng cay
hoa tiéu s¢g gdy mac dén, r6t cudc dua
tram thudc bat ngd, phan thang vé tré
dudi hai muoi, 6ng ngung lai cudi xoa
bd cudc. Nay nhé lai thay da tram tudi,
dda dudi hai muoi nay ciing bac dau.

~ Viét van : Ong Nguyén Van Mai
nhu cii. Ong bét t6i doc Kiéu va tudng
hat bdi cho dén man gio ma khong giang
nghia.

— Day vé : Gido su Maire, ngudi tot
bung va day dung phuong phdp, mau
phat.

— Tap viét chi cho dep (écriture) :
Ong Cao Dinh Nam nhu miy nim trudc.

Nam dé tam d6i lai lam 3éme année
X danh cho payants va 3éme année Y
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cho boursiers, doi di doi lai hoai khong
hiéu vi sao. Déc hoc 1a 6ng Mathieu,
thém dau thanh ra Ma Thiéu. Tong giam
thi 1a 6ng Victori, 6ng kiém ludn chic
quan ly xuat nap économe, nhung 6ng
liém chinh va thudng biita chaim nom
thic dn nudc udng cho hoc tro. Bén dsi
ong c6 tra néng chda nguyén thung cho
hoc sinh tha ho gidi khat. Ong dugc cti
giti hai chuic vu trén cho dén nam sau, va
khi 6ng vé huu, nha triéu phu, nay la ty
phui Hui Bon Hoa (Chi Hoa), von ¢é con
chéau hoc v6i 6ng bén khu vic Phap nhé
dén tién an, ben rudc 6ng vé nha giao
cho lam tong quan ly.., coi s6c vé€ pho xa
thau gop tién pho, mdt doi sung man an
nhan, rat xiing cdng thudng ngudi co
luong tam, tdn tuy vé nghé gido, cuong
truc thanh liém va man can. Mot dat su
vat dé cho thdy téi hu dén buc nao va
ndi d€ bo qua cho. Nhiing nam 1922-
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1923, 6ng lam tong gidm thi Xach Lu va
ong don cho & trén lau thugng ngay goéc
Cong Ly va Tran Quy Cap ngay nay. Mot
biia no vao chiéu trdi nhd nhem, t6i lang
vang moOt minh lai géc d6 noi dudi lau dé
kiém chat tra d& khat. Cho niy cé mot
cau thang c6 lu6t sat ngan lai an thong
v6inha tru. Toi di téi d6 bong nghe tiéng
gudc gb non dung dung trén nic thang
cay toi dung lai ngo ngody 1én thang. Troi
dat 0i, t6i chét diéng chan budc khong
dugc ! Mot cai mong tron trang phéu
dang tui tu xé dich 1én lau, 16 16 mdt dong
thit c6 ché mot dudng gitia ndn na nén
nudt. Luc ay t6i sting s& ding chét tran
quén khat. Thoat cai mong trang di t6i
khac quanh, huy ba Victori, ta quén cai
mong trang phéu, dung lai, X6 mot trang
tiéng Tay. Toi nghe that 16n : “ce n est pas
assez comme ca ¢~ (bao nhiéu ay chua
viia sao ?), t6i hoan hon, quén viéc di
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udng nudc, ba chan bdn cang, vét gio 1én
c0, chay mdt hoi vé phong tu tap, thay
thay Chin troc dang nhd rau, t6i budc
vao cho6 ngoi tinh tudng nhu khong cé
su gi, nhung lac ay ai biét s t6i sé thay
trong chién danh gan bé nguc. Suot mot
tuan roi nda thdng, r6i mot thang tron
toi méi ddm thé manh. Toi ty lay lam
xau hg, sg bi dudi nhu trao 6ng Ourgaud
lay nho dén cha me, nhung thu that trai
day may, dém nao t6i cing nam mo thay
cai mat sau cuia gai Tay phuong, né trang
lam sao la trang ¢ Khoi ndi tu d6 tdi bo
tat khat tra khong phai luc, va mai vé
lau to6i khong ddm bén mang t6i géc lau
nay. Ciing may ba Victori khong hoc lai
v6i chong. Quén ndi biia &y may hu ba
xuong tam lau dudi, bao hai t6i du Thién
Thai cuéng bach suyt bi duoi.

Cdac gido su ndm dé tam 3¢ année X,
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nién khod 1921-1922, gdbm c6 :

— Phép vin : Ong Nguyén Van Duyén
cd brevet supérieur, nhung hoc luc rat
cao. Ngay nay chung 16i s6ng sot con nhé
cong on day do. Lac d6 khong dida nao
dam hoén déi véi ong (trti anh Nguyén
Van Hod, Tay Ninh, sau lam gido su 6
My Tho, dam tutoyer v6i Ong, nhung
chung t6i goi Hod khuing ciing khong la).
Ong Duyén c6 biét tai, chi day cho chiung
to6i nhiing 161 ma ngudi Viét thudng hay
lam vap khi noéi va viét tiéng va chii Tay.
Hoc vé6i 6ng nam nay kéo lai thi gio da
mat v6i ki€u gido su nham mat ra bd ma
khong cho tro nhai lai.

— St dia : Lao Salmon, xua cé ta
tai, nhung khi truéng hoi xin ban sao
luc gép vao ho so, lao dd thiia da chim
mat dudi bién trong cudc dam tau budi
chién tranh da qua. Su6t mot nam rong
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ra chang t6i khong hoc dugc mét chi
nao véi ong gia chuyén mon ngam keo
Valda nay, duy thudng nghe 6ng khen
ninh phao tay dan Viét trang hon phao
tay dan cha, dan bon bon, ttic xting dang
ding gan 6ng hon nhiing bon kia !

- Khoa hoc : Ong Truong Vin Tuén,
tu tai khoa hoc 6 Ha No¢i vé 6ng noi tiéng
Phap tréi chay, thudc gan tron cudn sci-
ences cua tac gid Bazin, nhung 6ng khong
day khoa thuc hanh nén ngay nay chi
nghia tra lai thay, toi khong biét chut gi
vé mon khoa hoc. Thinh thodng t6i con
gap va tinh su nghia d¢ chua quén, va ha
ddam quén. Luc day 6ng thudng mac tron
bd com 1é bang hang tussor sang trong,
tay deo chiéc nhan xoan gan mudi ly
chép nhoéng.

— Toan phap va Ky ha hoc : Van 6ng
Bulliard, gido su lao thanh tan tuy véi
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nghé nghiép. Viét vin : Ong Nguyén Vin
Mai, khong thay déi.

— Vévdi: ChiGioan, ratdep, c6 chong
day todn 16p.trén, dta nao chi thay cham
chi hoc, chi thudng khom lung trén dau
dé day chdm pha, rai dau hoc tro dung
cham vao nguc chi, chi khong néi gi, bsi
thé ching thudng lam cho dung dé roi
gia bd xin 16i. Than mat chung tbi goi chi
1a chi Gian. Hién nha t6i con gitt mot btic
chan dung cta chi d€ lam ky niém mot
ba thay di chiing nghia nang kho6 quén.

— Day viét chit cho khéo : Cao Dinh
Nam (Toi chua biét dich écriture ra danh
ti nao cho gon).

Nam d¢ td, goi 4¢ année X, nién khoa
1922-1923.

Doc hoc : Bouault, thac si st hoc.
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Toéng giam thi, cling 6ng Victori, y nhu
nam roi, rat dugc trong dung vi hoc tro
mén phuc va nhéan vién kinh vi. Khong
an x4i an b6t com hoc tro.

Cac gido su day nam chot ctia ching
toi ndm 1922-1923, gdm ;

— Phép van : ban dau Tullier, r6i Ro
bin, vdn chuong ct nhan, thay déu co
chan tai, rat hét long va day rat dé hiéu
va mau linh hoi.

~ St dia : Ong Bernard Bourotte, van
goi bing 6ng dé t6 long kinh trong. Ong
vua la thay day hoc viia 1a ban, mai dén
ndm 1968 trudc khi 6ng mat, chung toi
thudng tho tii qua lai va nam 1963 t6i c6
ghé nha nghi mot dém tai Lisieux, dot
den khuay chi Phu dung thuoc rat ngon
gout indien.
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~ Khoa hoc : Ong Franchini, vén 1a
anh ctia chu nha hang Dai Luc dudng Ty
Do, nghe nhu hién duéng nhan tai Nice
bén Phap quéc.

— Todn phap va kj ha hoc : Ong Lé
Van Kiém, gido su cti nhéan, goc ngudi
Bén Tre, hién va rat tot véi hoc tro, dda
nao ciing mén. Nhung téi khong hiéu
hét nhiing gi 6ng day, 16i tai t6i d& toan.

— Viét van : Nguyén Van Mai.
— V& v&i : Ba Gioan, cling la chi Gian.

— Day viét chit cho khéo (écriture) :
Cao Dinh Nam. Dén gi¢ 6ng chung toi
tu do dugc lam theo y mudn, vi 6ng noi
chung tdi nao phai tré con ma day tap
do.

Cac thay gac phong tu tap, coi an
coi ngt. Mai biéu Chinh, Poan Hung
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Tuodng, Pao Van Lan, Tran Van Phan,
Nguyén Ba Tai, Sersot, Dumoulin, D6
Vin Ngo, quén tén vai ong.. Thinh
thodng c6 6ng Tran Vdn Chiéu xudng
day khoa da ty (ddnh may chit), cling c6
khi dng gac 16p vai gio, 6ng Lé DPinh Duc
(1é) coi vé phat mandat dai dién lanh tién
thé cho hoc tro, va 6ng Manh (quén ho)
goi lén la Truong Tac Lam, danh ti nay
do cac anh 16n dé€ lai va t6i khong hiéu
goc tich.

Ba dam coi séc y phuc tén Mong, c6
may chi phu giup, thi nam nao téi gic
phat 4o quan mdi, chung téi déu chen
nhau goi réo : “Chi lay t6i, chi’, tiéng goi
tat da quen thay vi néi “xin chi lay gium
y phuc cho t6i”, qua dai. Va chi van tuoi
cudi khong thay ché ray dda nao vi dua
nao cung trai td nheo nhéo.

Tay phai chay gidy dem tho la
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Thuong. Cu-li don dep khd nhiéu, déu
la goc gac mién Trung, nhut 1a Thanh
Nghé, nén goi chung la coc cach Itra, phai
chang 1a vi ho lo v€ tat den tat quat, sta
dién va van nudc cho hoc tro tdm. Ghét
16p nao cac 6ng chd cho xat xa phong
thi khoa nuéc, nén khong dam choc cho
ghét.

Anh cdp rang c6 rau dai, tinh tinh
khé thuong, dugc tang la Dé Tham !
Ngudi chiu kho, sai gi ciing dugc tu lay
do dibé gidat dén mua mot cdp lap xudng,
dem nudc tra 1én lau, cay com chay dé
hoc khuya, vé tré anh md ctia cho 1én
ngt khong thua géi vé6i thay gac, do la
anh Hai Tan, nhé lai thi at da ra nguoi
thién co. Van tué Hai Tan !

Cho dén nam 1918, bai trudng 16n
hai thang vao thang chap Tay tu 1€ No-
en. T nam 1919 vé sau, bai trudng l6n
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vao thang bay, 1€ chanh chung (14 juil-
let). Cling vi vdy ma cac anh Nguyén Van
Cang (Pai Ngii), Phuong (Can Tho),
Chau (Bac Liéu) v6 trudng Xach Lu nam
1918 hoc tat c6 sau thang roi khi nhép
trudng cho 1én 16p dé nhi (deuxieme
année). Nam 1919, khi chung téi vao
trudng, hoc nam dé nhut thi tén 16p dat
la premiére année, chia ra A danh cho
nhém c6 hoc béng (boursiers) va 16p B
danh cho bon c6 ddéng lién (payants).
Nhung ndm 1920, 6ng doc Ourgaud
nhudong ch6 cho dng quan nam nha binh
la Colonel Limandoux, 6ng nay la nha
toan hoc nén doi lai goi deuxiéme année
Xvay.

Ong it tanh ky thi, chinh 6ng dua
sinh vién Nguyén Vin Kiéu (nha y si
Dr. Kiéu) vao hoi thé thao Phap (Cercle
Sporlif Saigonais) la héi danh riéng cho

7.1923-1927



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 315

Tay choi, 6ng dong tién cho Kiéu duot
to-nit chung véi bon Phép, vi Kiéu co
khiéu vé moén ndy. Ong & dn ti t€ nhu
vay nhung 6ng bi lao tong giam thi
Thomas x6 mii r6i Thomas lam bay,
hoc tré phan doéi bd trudong khong hoc
xuong duong lan nhut ¢ Nam ky vao
ndm 1920, 6ng cung bi doi, d€ dng sen-
tenac & My Tho lén thay, chling 6ng nay
vé huu thi c6 6ng Mathieu (Ma Thi¢u)
1én lam giam déc. Nhung giam doc 16i
lac nhut la 6ng Bouault, thac si st hoc
thé cho Ma Thiéu, nam 1923, khi chung
t6i hoc 16p dé td. Ong ndy say mé vé sti
va thudc hang Tay tét. Mot hom, gido su
day st 16p t6i mac viéc riéng khong dén
day. Déc hoc Bouault xuong thay thé, hoi
chung t6i hoc dén doan nao. Tra 16i doan
noéi vé cudc cach mang bén Phap tlii nam
1789. Ong cudi, xoa tay day cat hét gidy
nét, can ddn khong cho ghi chép nhiing
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gi ong ndi ra, doan sudt mot gid rong
ra, 6ng thao thao bét tuyét dién giang
con ranh rot hon trong sach, nhiing chi
ti€t vdt vanh luén vé nam thang xay ra,
nghe mé nhu mat rdi vao tai doan Ong
xach nén budc ra ctia, chao va két luan :
“Chung em con nhd, sau nay néu muodn
doc lap, thi phai tranh dau cho dén ky
cung. Mac cho ching né 1a bon cali trj sé
khong bang long, ché nha gido cé luong
tam nhu chung to6i, va lai toi thudc dang
xa hoi (socialistes), chung t6i khong co
quyén che giau sy that va chi muén cé
su cong bang”. That la mot 16i ndi vang
ngoc va chi tinh, dang ghi vao phé phu.

Nhé HO VAN NGA - Hé Vin Nga
c6 da ngam den, mat xuong mat sang,
miéng rong, cd cai cudi rat cdi ma. Nha
ngheo, Nga rat chdm hoc, gi¢ choi ludn
ludn & lai trong 16p, tay cam cuc phan,
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hoc riéng khong can thay. Nga c6 hoa
tay, viét dugc ca tay trai, va khi vé vong
tron trén bang, Nga cdm phan quay mot
vong tron con hon vé cd cong-pa tuc cai
qui. Tuy nghéo ma rat gan da, chuyén gi
dau trai, nhu bo trudng, cit nghia Nga
nghe phai tai thi hudng ting ra theo, bat
chap hau qua. Thay ong gido su Duyén
chit viét that dep, Nga tap theo va chang
bao lau Nga c6 tuong chit y nhu chii ctia
ong Duyén khong khac. Cho dén nam d¢
tam, Nga hoc ngang 16p vd6i toi. Toi hon
Nga mon thé duc va mén tip doc nhac
pho (solfege), nhung chi hon trong hai
ndm dau, dén nam tht ba, Nga giut ludn
quan quan hai giai nay, bo t6i xa lac. Nga
thay t6i yéu vé khoa hoc va toan, Nga
6 tinh chi bao moi cach nhung t6i van
hoan t6i. Nhé lai nam 1921, v6 hoc nam
dé nhi ma khong sao hoc yén than. Lao
Thomas cho an cuc qud, nuot khong vo.
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Thém nta lao thau nap hoc tro trudng
Nguyén Xich Hong dang hoi 16 cho lao
roi lao nhan btia cho v6 hoc cing chung
toi, Phat, Thiét, Cung, may anh nay rat
tot nhung stc kém qua khong theo kip,
thay phai mat nhiéu thi gid ma chung
toi lai thiét thoi hon thay nhiéu, thém
c6 nhiéu ly do khdc, khién cho chung
toi, nhom hoc tro khu ban xu, tu dé tu
dén dé nhit, dong long thta dip chiéu
tht nam thay dat ra dao chaoi ngoai pho
(promenade) rdi bo ludn khong tré vé
trudng, phan doi tdng giam thi Thomas
bat cong nhiéu noi. Ngay sau la ngay thd
sau, dinh kéo lén thong déc nap don kéu
nai, nhung linh dén giai tdn. Mot nhém
khong hudéng tng & lai hoc, chung t6i
goi “mdy thang lac” (lache), mai vé sau
ra ddi roi cling con gian va it giao thiép.
Nhung cudc lam reo (greve) bai hoc nay,
lan hoi dua vao that bai. Chung t6i khong
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du bi, van dé an va cho ¢ lam cho ludng
cuong. bém dau cé tién di xem ciné rdi
an mi thé com. Ngut thi chen nhau nam
sap nam chong sip 16p trong mot phong
tro toi tdm. May hom sau, can tién phai
song bang vién trg, dung hon 1a bé thi
ctia may thay hang tu, ké muoci dong,
ngudi hdo tam hon cd la ndm muoi
dong, lam sao du cho hon hai tram dua
nheo nhéc phan doéi phan dugc tho cha
me tuan 16i doc hoc khuyén ran lam mat
hét tinh than. Chua dugc mot tuin Ié,
toi ti€ép dugc moét tho bao dam cua Ba
toi ti S6¢ Trang goi lén trong dy c6 kem
mot buu phi€u mudi dong bac, phai vo
trudng nhd thay Duc trén van phong
lanh hd mdéi xong.

Luc ay t6i chi &n mot 6 banh mi bon
xu trti com moi ngay va da hai hém nhu
vay nén x6t rudt qua. Ve cho tro, thi nho
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anh Tran Quan Vién, dua vé § trén duong
Barbet (nay la Ly Tran Qudn), ngu btia
dudi gach, via roi cé dip di ngang qua
day, thay cai thap hoa thugng ngay sat
bén 19 da bi san bang, long khién boi hoi
nhd lai ndm chuc ndm tréi qua mau qua.
Hoém vo trinh dién d€ lanh tién, td6i muc
kich mot canh dédng thuong tam va ciing
dang ké lai day. HoOm d¢ tai van phong,
toi thay Nga bi linh nghiém thén ti Tan
An bat trdi hai tay dan tré vo trudng ra
mat doc hoc Limandoux. Gitia 6ng Tay
quan nam nha binh va mot 6ng gia c6
hoc BDong phuong, cé 6ng gido Duc dung
lam thong ngon. Nga hai tay bi tréi bang
day lugc ding sat vach. Toi, véi mot bo
dd ba ba nhuc nhuc ca tuan chua thay,
diing bén Nga, v6 tinh tréd nén mot nhan
ching bat dac di.

— Con ctia 6ng — Limandoux ndi -
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da khong nghe 16i chi bao va ng6 nghich
bd trudng ra theo bon mat day, 6ng la
cha, 16i &y vé ong.

— Thua quan doc hoc - than phu ctia
Nga néi - quan doc néi nhu vay toi la
dan qué dot nat, xin d& 16i. Nga, ltc con
& nha toi, rat ngoan, t6i noéi gi, Nga nghe
ndy. Luc dy, “tu bat gido, phu chi qud”
quan doc trach toi la phai. Nhung lac dé
Nga biét nghe 16i cha me. Chi tt khi 1én
day an hoc 6 trong trudng va dugc quan
d6c day do, ti 4y Nga trd nén ngd ng-
hich. Hé “gido bat nghiém, su chi doa’,
thua quan doc, vay 16i dy vé ai ?

Ong Limandoux nghe 6ng gido Duc
dich xong, 14t dat ding déy xin 16i, bat
tay 6ng gia nha qué, ma rang :

— Con 6ng hoc rat gidi, dung dau
trong 16p. Toi khong n& dudi may dda
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nhu vay. L&i 0ng ndi rat chi ly. Nay ong
hay bao Nga vo6 hoc lai.

Nhung Nga khoanh tay cung kinh
déap béng tiéng Phép :

— Thua 6ng Doc, t6i khong thé vo hoc
moét minh. Néu Ong ép toi cling nhay rao
trd ra. Chling nao 6ng tha tdi tat ca anh
em chung toi, thi t6i mdéi chiu vang 16i.

Nga mat hoc bong, cac anh kia t6i
nhé Ty (I6p dé tam cam dau) va St (Can
Tho) bi duoi. Ching t6i trd vo tiép tuc
hoc, cudc xuong dudng tan nhu bot xa
bong. Ong Limandoux, 6ng Duc, hai cha
con Nga déu ra ngudi thién c¢d, chi con
toi ghi lai 161 ndy, cting khong con nhan
chung nao khic, vai nam sau khi ti gia
Xach Lu, c6 mot lan t6i gap Nga trudc
quan sach Albert Portail (nha Xuan Thu
dudng Tu Do ngay nay), Nga cho t6i hay
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sap sang Phdp hoc thém. To6i khen Nga
tot sO, Nga dap : “Di vdi tién bén vg ma
sudng cai gi, may !” (Cau nay noi trudc
toi co k€ roi).

Sang Phap hoc trudng cao hoc vé ky
nghé va my thuat, mét dip Tét Nga gdi
cho t6i mdt danh thi€p von ven cé may
hang nay : “HO Van Nga S.M.N.X". Toi
gdap HO6 Hiu Tudng lay ra hoi, Tuong
cting khong hiéu boén chi kin 4y nghia
gl.

Khi hay tin Nga bi duoi, ky su Luu
Vin Lang noéi : “Ubng qua, tdi c6 hoc
trudng ay, nhung téi khong lam major
(dung dau trong 16p) sudt ba nam nhu
Nga. Lam major, khi ra trudng tuong lai
16n 1am. U6ng qua ! Udng qud”

Toi gap lai Nga lan choét tai Soc
Tring, Nga lam chdnh van phong cho
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ong Nguyén Vin Sdm chtic [a Kham sai
cua dic Bao Dai. K€ nghe ddo chanh,
roi nghe Nga bi bat, dan di xuéng miét
Ca Mau, doc dudng bi thu tiéu, sau nam
1945, 161 1946 gi dé.

Nhé TRAN VAN THACH : - Anh
Tran Van Thach la hoc sinh ngoai tru
(externe) nén chd giao thiép khong méin
moi v6i chung toila hoc sinh néi tru, tting
nuot may tram hoi vit giam nudc mam
ndm lére année va nhai bit-tét gié rach
cta lao Xich Cu Lai rong ra nhiing thang
dai. TrAn Van Thach la hoc tro xuat sic
truong Phu Lam, khi vao nam d¢ nhtt
Xach Lu thi voc nhé ngudi nho con hon
hét bén ban A (boursiers), ciing nhu cha
T Van Thiét sau nay tot nghiép hang
Renault ky su dao tao bén Phap chinh
cdng ma qua bén nay vd hang Renault
Sai Gon, Tay n6 x€p dudi hang gidm doc
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van khong cé bang ky su nhung la Tay
thd thiét nén gianh lam chu, thiét khi
vO trudng tu Cai Be lan hoc chung mot
16p vé6i anh la TU Van Chén, van chiém
gidi thi nhat bé con nhut bén ban B
(payants) vay.

Tran Van Thach can thi tti nho, vo 16p
v6i hai go md no tron, mdt rat tré trung
bé choat nhung da 1én bd nghiém trang
dao mao v6i nhén kinh gong sat xi kén
y mot kiéu véi dic giam quoc Phap cé
hinh vé trong ti€u tu dién Petit Larousse
l1a 6ng Adolphe Thiers. Thach bé ngoai
cé vé phdach, khinh ngudi, nhung bé
trong la mdt ban tot nhu banh mi Tay
khong c6 pha bot gao. Duy Thach kén
nguoi dé giao thiép va suét may nam hoc
chung trudng Xdach Lu, Thach chi thich
cap ke véi ong gido su day Phap van cta
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16p Thach la 6ng Paul Baudet®' c6 tiéng
la day gidi nhung rat nghiém nén ching
t0i rit sg. Ong Baudet ciing khic hon
nguoi, lam gido su ma it giao thiép véi
cac gido su khac, dudi mat tdi luc ay hai
ngudi deo nhu sam la Paul Baudet va
Tran Véan Thach, cti moéi sang dén giG vo
16p la thay hai ngudi lu 1u tli cdng vo sén,
tti san vo hanh lang chd gio vo 16p hoc la
hai ngudi cdp ke, mot gido su gia Tay, mot
sinh vién tré ta, khiang khit khong r&i va
tram cung nhau tiéng Tay khong ngét.
Ong Baudet thdy Thach cé khiéu nén
thuong, con Thach 1gi dung tinh thay tro
dé hoc tiéng Phap. Chung t6i khong hiéu
at giap gi, diing ngoai xét can da ban cho

21 Vé 6ng PBaudet. Ong day k§ nhu 6ng Duyén nén hoc
tro rit mén. Ong c6 lam téng gidm thi mot thoi gian thay
cho ong Victori vé nghi bén Phap. Anh ban qua c6 Nguyén
Thanh Phat (hoi dong Phat) c6 biét tai nhai chi ky ctia 6ng y
hét, anh gac ctia nhin lam hoai, vi vay bon bi phat 1gi dung,
phat lam gidy cho ra roi t6i chtia nhut Phat thau lai, dén nay
toi n6i mdi biét.
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Thach 1a “con lao B6 D¢, may lan than
thién chung t6i trach Thach qua ham noi
tiéng Tay, Thach cu lai rang : “Chung bay
ngu lam ! V6 day hoc chii Tay, tiéng Tay
thi phdi nang vi€t nhut la nang ndi thi
méi gidi dugc ché ? Con noédi rang ham
noi tiéng Tay sé bt thuong nudc, thi sau
nay sé biét”.

Co dtia 4c y thay Thach giong ong
gido Duc trén van phong, vi cling 1€ va
map tron chac da chac thit nhu nhau thi
ddt tén btia Ia “Con lao Dyc” nhung chi
noéi lén ché Thach hay dugc at danh bé
dau. Thach c6 biéu t6i mot cuén mdng
“Manon Lescaut” ctia Abbé Prévost va tu
sach tdi c6 chiia mot cudn mong khac
“Le francais correct” cua Thach soan khi
lam gido su trudng tu tai Sai Gon, chua
dung bao nhiéu s dac vé van pham Phap
ma Thach da thau thap dugc tt nhd. Tuy

7.1923-1927



328 | Vwong Hong Sén

mong ma dang lugng vang.

TU ngay ra trudng, t6i khong gdp
Thach. Vang tin nhau may nam dai,
Thach sang Phdp du hoc ngay nao toi
khong hay, Thach nhiém tu tudng méi
hoi nao t6i khong r6, mot hom tdi gap
Thach trén xe buyt duong di Ba Chiéu,
lac nay Thach la héi vién Hoi dong thanh
pho, con t6i thi giap viéc trén dinh pho
soai Nam Ky, t6i xé lai gan va bat tay chao
Thach. Thach cudi 1é xe : “Bé may khong
sg mat chuc hay sao ma dam bat tay tao
¢” 'Toi than nhién dap lai : “Co cai may
lam nghi vién, maylam chanh tri r6i may
sg bat tay mot thang tho ky ma nho tay
may ; ché tao thi khong sg giong gi hét.
Dua nao lam chanh tri thi lam, dda nao
kiém com thi cu viéc ki€ém com, ban hoc
ndm xua gap nhau bat tay chao ma cting
so niia sao ¢~ Hai dua cung cudi nao ngd
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hom ay r6i khong bao gid gép nhau lai
nda.

Trong hang anh em, Nga gioi du
mon, Tan Ham Phuc va t6i gioi Phap van
duy c6 Thach thau ddo dugc van pham
Phdp va c6 tanh cang chanh xay dung,
dam noéi ddm lam, tiéc thay troi khong
cho séng dé thi tho tai nghé, nhung bao
nhiéu kia cting d, mang 4y yéu ma danh
ay tho.

Nhé PHAN VAN HUM - Phan Vin
Hum [Vé ti€u st nhan vat ndy xem trong Tl dién nhan
vat lich siiViét Nam NXB KHXH, 1992 Ha Noi.| da dugc
noéi nhiéu do nhiéu céy viét c6 uy tin ghi
lai. O day toi chi mudn néu ra vai ctt chi
day nghia khi ctua anh. T6i biét Hum 16i
nam 1920-1921, khi anh hoc trudng cao
dang tao tac Ha Noi vé. Toi gap Hum lan
dau tién tai nha ba Phan Man 1a me nuo6i
cta anh Nguyén Tich Thién, c6 cua bac
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si Nguyén Van Sang. Nhac dén hai vi an
nhan nay ma bui ngti vé ciing cam xuc.
Néu noéi nha téi déu nho anh Sang mat
tay tri du thd binh va bat luan gio giac
nao, thi riéng tdi, lai tho on day bac Phan
ti thud con mai diing quan tai trudng
tinh cho mai dén sau moi khi bai truéng
& Xach Lu vé van an chuc thuong thudng
tai nha bac Phén, nhac ma khong then
16 miéng ngay nay. Bac trai mat tu lau,
nhung bac gai mot long thu tiét va moi
ngay déu cung bac trai hai bita com y
nhu luc sanh tién.

Anh Hum ndm dé theo anh Tich
Thién vé S6c Trang tuy qué anh & Bung
(Binh Duong) diing 1am véi chg Bung
& My Tho la cho6 ngay nay hai bén danh
nhau ram ram, 6ng troi can cting khong
ndi. Nguyén Tich Thién hoc truong Cao
dang su pham, ndm 4y thi ra trudng bi
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Tay ghét cting dau nén cho rét. Him ng-
hia hiép chiu bo d& ntia chling viéc hoc,
theo Thién vé t6 chiic v6i nhiéu tay hun
vOon dung nén mot day trudng kha do so
lay tén la “Tich Thi¢én hoc dudng” duéi
bang hi¢u chua thém mot hang chi “Ky
tuc hoc x&” ma ldc 4y toi chua hiéu nghia
la gi. Cong viéc lam an dang phat, Thién
dam ra choi boi, mé mot c6 me Tay ma
quén hét sy nghiép, nhut la khong nghe
161 truc gidn ctia Hum, uat qua Hum xin
trd ra Ha Noi ndm sau hoc lai r6i qua
Phap hoc lai Dai hoc Sorbonne thanh
tai, va do la viéc khac. Nhon lai nha bac
Phan, t6i gdp Hum va tro chuyén doi
ba lan dam ra thich va két lam ban tam
dau. Him hon t6i rat xa vi da biét san
cht@ Han, Him c6 chi cho t6i hoc thém,
nhung man ky bai trudng, hai toi chia
tay va khong thay nhau luén cho dén
ngay Hum bi chét oan sau nay.
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Dudi mat t6i, Him 1a mét ngudi hoc
nhiéu, viét nhiéu nhung tiét kiém tu 16i
noi. bung la mot hoc gid co6 chan tai hoc
ngoai c6 vé cuc mich nhu anh lai go dat
Tha (Thu Dau Moét), bé trong that la mot
vién ngoc dang gid, nhung khong ba hoa
1éo mép nhu thang ndy. Ché chi luc dé
toi biét dugc nhu hom nay xin tho gido
vGi Hum thi da khéi “thién bat dao, dia
bat chi” nhu toi bay gid. Nhiing gi toi noi
ndém na, nhu trudng dn com trong dé
dich chii Internat, thi Him doi lai 1a “ky
tac x4&,, chinh chi Surveillant général,
toi dich “thay gac chanh”, Hum cudi, stia
lai “Tong giam thi” ndi bao nhiéu ay du
thay “chon” va “gia” khac nhau thé nao.
Song lam chi nhu ké hén nay ; boi vay,
bay gid toi nghe ai goi t6i 1a hoc gia, t6i
nhé dén Hum va xin cdi chanh, chi gia
ndy 1a “khong thiét” xin dting hiéu “hoc
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gid” la ngudi co hoc, qua toéi khong xtng
dang.

Hum da ngam ngam den, mdt thit,
minh may ran chac, t6i héi anh Tran
Quan Vién, trudc hoc cuing trudng ngoai
Ha No¢i, Vién cudi néi “No6 c¢6 nghé !” B
tich vam v& dung la béton armé, dé dau
lai chét yéu. Nhu vay ma con c6 ké khong
tin con nguoi c6 s6 mang.

Nhé NGUYEN AN NINH. Téi lam
quen v6i 6ng Ninh nhd mua bao bang
Phép van doilap chong chanh pht duong
thai, goi La Cloche Félée (Cai chuong re)
do 6ng mot minh vtia cht truong, viua
viét bdo, va viia bon than ding ban khap
Sai Gon, minh mac do dai trang, di xe
dap, tay 6m mé nhut trinh, miéng rao
lanh le va chay ban tu so, tu t& cho may
ong may thay, bat chap cach luém ngé

7.1923-1927



334 | Vwong Hong Sén

day ac y va ti€éng ndng nhe cua nhém
thuc dén, ti thang bién cha gac dudng
dén thang Cot (Corse) ngdi nha hang
udng rugu khai vi xung minh la ngudi
cai tri da trang ma stic hoc chua c6 téi
manh xet-ti-phi-ca.

Luac ay Sai Gon hanh dién véi nhiing
nha hang sau day dich thé véi cac nha
hang ban rugu va com Phap : nhu Con-
tinental (Pai Luc) gan nha hat Tay, Ro-
tonde (Vién Dinh) vi gbc tron, & cho nha
Denis Freres dudng Tu Do géc mé sdong
va nha hang Pancrazi noi goc Nguyén
Hué, Nguyén Thiép. Ba nha hang doéi
tht v6i cdc nha Phap thus do la : Quang
Thap (goc Chg Mé6i dudng Lé Thanh
Ton), ch6 ngan hang Phap ngay nay, dau
bép la tay ngu thién cii ctia lao thong soai
hach nhut théi C6 Nhac (Cognacq), nha
nay chuyén mon ban chim moé nhat ro ti
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va moi sang ban diém 1am véi gid hai cac
bac mdt té ca phé den 16n xon mot khuc
banh mi to tuéng con bo lat uép lanh tha
hé muoén quét bao nhiéu thi quét. Nha
thu hai la nha hang Hiéu Hiéu & Chg Ca
dudng Cong Ly, cho lai ving ctia cdc mai
thuong mai chinh, ndu an dugc dugc
nhung khong ngon va sach bang nha thu
ba danh goi Yeng Yeng, & dudng Pasleur,
Chg Cii, ban com Tay ré tién ma ngon
la ngon lung : bit tét Chateaubriand tam
cac dia nguyén, bon cac nta dia, cuc thit
mém va thom, khoai chién bo phong 16n
va tron, bui khong chdé noéi, ngay nay vo
Chg Lén kéu mot dia bit tét nhu vay ton
bac ngan ma ngon khong bang phan ntia
chau xua. Nguyén An Ninh ua ding ban
bdo noi goéc Ty Do va Gia Long va don
gi® ra s6 ndm gid thi thé nao may thay tré
dinh Thugng Tho cling mua tng ho vai
ba chuc s6. Nhung moi luan vao khoang
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thang hai thang ba Tay ndm 1926 cti méi
thu hai va thd ndm 16i bay tam gio toi
khong sot ngay nao, ai mudn gdp Ninh
cu lai truéc nha hang Yeng Yeng thi gép,
khong trat biia nao. Toi thudng lai day
dung biia vi day la noi hdi ngd ctia ddm
gai ntia sac Lucie Bandeau vi dau c6 theo
noi tran, con Muoi Toc Do, Tu Dai, Sau
Ngoc Anh, bon nay khi hét tién thi deo
theo bon cd bac, khi c6 xu soc sach trong
tui thi nha bon c& bac bam chung t6i rut
ria dong luong dau thang, va xuong tay
trai to. Trudc khi gidp mat chi em, toi
thuong mua mot td Chuong Re d€ 14y le.
Nhung 6ng Ninh sau khi ban cho t6i déu
déu, lai lam tudng, cho t6i dung la nha ai
quoc c6 gan, khong nita cing mot tay cu
nao do co san trén dau. Mot doi khi, sau
khi nhin cta to6i mot cic bac tién mua
bdo, dng sang chong bdo qua tay trdi
va chia tay mat bat tay t6i niém nd& nhu
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hai ban tuong tri cdch mat lau ngay. Co
mdy 14n t6i thang thin kéo tay mdi 6ng
v0 dung com Yeng Yeng dung y la minh
dam dong tich dong sang cing nha cach
mang, nhung dng lac dau lia lia x6 mot
doc ti€ng Tay cam on khong ngét, va
to vé cam dong that tinh. Néi cho dung
lac ay ai ai déu ngdn 6ng Ninh va khong
dam giao thi¢p cong khai, vi s¢ lién luy
khong nhd. Riéng t6i, toi lai nghi lai. Luc
bdy gi¢ 6ng Ninh chua ai biét la nha ai
quoc dam hy sinh tdnh mang nhu ngay
nay da ro, luc dé 6ng la ngudi ai cling e
de khong dam lai gan, trit nhitng nguai
cung mdt chti nghia véi dng, Viét Tha, Le
Jean de la Batie, Paul Marchet, van van.
Con t6i t6i van phuc 6ng thét tinh, lai
ntia t6i con nho dai, tham y ngéng cudng
la muon ngdi cung ban, bat qua linh kin
xén, 6ng Rosel hay dugc sé budng to6i ra
doi toi di cho khac thi khoi lam viéc noi
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Truong M4y, cho nén t6i mdéi dan lam
vay. Co ngd dau ké toi bat thanh, va cho
dén nam 1928. nhé may 6ng Tay tdi day
tiéng Viét van dong lam, t6i méi tach rai
ong Rosel, thang canh bay vé toa b Sa
béc duoc.

Theo t6i nhé. 6ng Ninh ngudi chac
da, chac thit, nam thap déu dan nhung
khong dang goi lun, 6ng c6 bé ngang,
mat do hong vi c6 du stc khde. toc den
nhay va that nhiéu, 6ng lang xé mot dé
toc dai xu xu khéi 6t va thanh nién doi
d6 dua nao cé it nhiéu tam su nhu toi
déu bat chudc goi kiéu phi 16 x6p a la
mode de Nguyén An Ninh, cai kiéu hip-
py nhu bay gi¢ dau phai la méi mé. Cap
mat ciia Ong sang c6 sao, doi 1ong may
that ram. Khi 6ng nhiu lai, trong ngudi
oai phong day nghi luc. Thé ma 6ng hién
nhu cuc bot, miéng ludén ludn tuoci cudi
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tha thd, va dn ndi rat cé duyén. Mot con
nha né nép nho phong ma tip dn udng
kham khé khong né ha, trong kham
Ninh thudng nhin lai miéng khoai lang
mo trong td canh dé€ r6i cling la sam la
sét (dessert) nhu ai & ngoai tu, vai khi
con tu do viét bao, médn an thich nhat
ctia Ninh vi ré tién no bung la mén hot
vit 1on ip mé cdp véi rau ram cham mudi
tiéu, chém la-ve cho thém am bung. Ninh
ban dau la mdt ngudi yéu chan ly, y toan
doi da va troi, thanh that muon cho Tay
thuc dan nghe theo 16i 6ng ma néi tay
biét doi xt v6i ngudi bi tri lam sao cho
phai dao, cho dung Rousseau, Voltaire
da viét va ong da doc. Ninh la ngudi hét
stic thiét tha tin noi 1€ phai va tin cho ai
ai cling déu to6t bung nhu 6ng. Ché chi
Tay bi€t nghe 16i va thay chu khong tan
ac thi Ninh dau tré nén ngudi bao dong.
X Soc Trang tuy qué muia nhung rat co6
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duyén ng vé6i khach anh hung ¢ Hum,
Sam, Ninh...

Co6 mot lan Ninh di dam vg & tinh
Soc. Chi nay dang hoc trudng ba phude
s& tai, cd tiéng 1a noi kin cong cao tudng.
Ninh vao trudng dé tham vi hon thé, ma
ba phudc khong c6 1¢é cho trai to tham
nhép chd day do gai. Thé la Ninh phai
gid lam phu nfi, mdc 4o dai choang khéan
écharpe la cai moét thinh hanh thoi 4y, ba
phudc thay lam sao dugc mé téc phi 16
xOp nén cho vao. Néu cdi tin nay khong
phéi chuyén hoang dang va néu t6i day
1a trang su t6i sé€ cai cho Ninh con ngudi
ham vui cgt doi dudng ay, dau phai a con
ngudi lam cdch mang ¢ Chuyén khong
hoang dang va t6i ddm cam doan dung
trdm phan trdm 1a Ninh cudi hoi chi nii
sinh truong ba nay thuc su. Chi nay nay
con séng, ban so hai ngudi dn & véi nhau
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rit dam thim, duyén that bén duyén.
Nhung khi 6ng bat tay lam chanh tri,
ong ldm va si mé dén to duyén do vé.
Com khong lanh canh khong ngot, Ninh
c6 16i ndi nay du thay chi tinh. “Em giao
viéc ly di cho luét su. Bao nhiéu 16i anh
xin ganh hét. D€ em lam lai cudc doi.
Va d€ cho anh ranh tay lo viéc nay cai
da 1” Co khd tai sao qud ha tién 16i néi
va khong noi o viéc nay, dy la viéc quoc
gia dai sy, néu noi ranh muon duoi Tay
vé xu thi ngudi dan ba tré non long, chi
Tu E.P, dau c6 chia tay ? Au ciing 1a s6
kiép hay la hét duyén hét ng. Khi diing
chon tai tinh Soc Trang. Ninh la ngudi
hét stic yéu doi, cudi ndi huyén thuyén,
ua giéu ua choc cudi. Ninh lac dé dau
phdi la danh cho ném da xi mang lanh
1€0, com ti hét Kham Lén dén Con Son,
két cugc chét trong nguc t6i. Nhung chét
trén ném ém d€ sau gioi duc xuong, dau
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c6 bang chét bo chiéu ma danh luu thién
cO.

Moi duyén bat thanh kia, duodng
nhu khdéi dau tai Chiéu Nam Lau, Cho
Cl, noi ma me cua chi nd sinh trudng
ba phudc ghé chon dé gap ngudi co cta
Ninh la chu cua khach san nay.

Nay 6ng Ninh da nam yén ngoai
Con Dao, tiéng nghe dii, nhung ém tinh
hon dat Sai Gon. Cai mo ly tudng cta
nha cach mang nay, theo toi, la nén nam
noi san cé goc Gia Long-Cong Ly, canh
Kham Lén Sai Gon hoi xua. Cai Thu vién
quoc gia, theo t6i, nén ddt tén “Thu vién
Nguyén An Ninh’, méi la chi ly [Bay gio 1a
thu vién Téng hop thanh phs. ].

Luc chanh phu trudc sai pha Kham
Lén, t6i c6 xin 6ng B trudng bd gido
duc can thiép xin chtia lai cai hé nudc,
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ch6 Ninh, Huim dén uong va tam giit,
phai chi nghe t6i thi Thu vién c6 moét di
tich quy ké bén. Nay cho d6 bd khong,
ma lac dy t6i bi qué tai sao ham ganh
ban déc mudén. Bén Phiap ciing khong
sang sudt gi hon. Co cdi cd thanh “Nguc
Bastille” dem pha quach thanh binh dia
trong con néng gian, chi thay do la mot
nguc t6i ché khong phai 1a mét ¢6 tich,
dé lai cho ngudi sau biét va xem canh ap
btc cua ché do quan chu phong kién,
chang la hitu ich hon. Lai thém c6 mén
tién thau vo ctia cing bon ? Biét khon thi
su da roi.

Ngay nay Ninh, Hum, Nga, Thach,
Sam, Théau, Tao v.v,, déu cé tén ghi vao
lich st. Xua tac tugng dong bia da nay
lay tén dat cho duong cho cong vién.
Thiéu chi ngudi luc song ding trén dau
trén c6 nguoi ta, nhung mai lo lam giadu
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vo vét cua cong hodc cam dugc quyén roi
qua long hanh, khi mat dia vi mat thanh
danh, chét lam phéan bdén con chua xting
dang. Da sanh lam ngudi phai biét chon
dudng di, & vao dia vi nao ciing nén biét
phan biét cai thom cai thui.

NHO NGAY 21 THANG 3 NAM
1926

Nhé NGUYEN HAO DANG - Toi
quen v6i Nguyén Hdo Pang tu trong
trudng Chasseloup, Dang hoc trén toi
mot 16p nhung an chung mdt ban nga
chung moét lau. Qué anh & Can Tho,
qué toi 6 S6c Trang, lac d6 moi lan bai
trudng hay nhap truong hai téi thudng
gap di chung mot tau va ngoi chung mét
xe lta trén con dudng Sai Gon di My
Tho bang xe hoa va vé xut bang tau thuy.
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Ngoai ra Dang véi t6i thém céd madi tinh
lién lac thdm kin va kinh mo vi ca hai
déu c6 nhung tay hay noi vin chuong
ting tham gia cugc bo trudng lam reo
(greve) lan thd nhat & Nam Ky khi con
hoc trudng Xach Lu nam 1921.

Pang rat dep trai. Tuy can thi, anh
khéo kiém mot cip nhén kinh kep
pince-nez rat dn véi by mat anh. Moi
son, toc dgn song, cap kinh lam tén vé
dao mao hoc gid non, Dang rat dn khach,
t6i mudn noi cac co do tim déu mé mét
vGi anh chang khao khao giong thd nay.
Day 1a mot nha dan dudng dan dao, mot
chi huy tiéc thay hong bét (un meneur
manqué), vi Dang néi hoc tro nhiéu dua
nghe, lac bai hoc bang dan dau, nhung
rui ro vi chut an 6 ki khong ddm hy sinh,
nén bang két cudc dung ban cho nha
thu6c Bui Van Sach & Can Tho dé chét

7.1923-1927



346 | Vwong Hong Sén

ket ndm 1945 lac trong nudc xdo trdn,
xac vui ¢ dau khong ro.

Anh em chia tay biét tich luc ra
trudng, bong sang biia thu nam 18-3-
1926, t6i di ngang nha in Nguyén Héo
Vinh, 1a anh cua Dang, trén con dudng
Bonard (Lé Lgi), khoang nha sach Khai
Tri ngay nay, bong mot ngudi ti trong
nha in chay ra giui vao tdi t6i mdt manh
gidy mau mau doé lom roi thoat chay tré
v0, d6 1a Dang, anh em chua kip mdt 16i
han huyén hoi tham.

T6i di luon mdt mach vé nha tro la
tiém vang bac Cao Vin Hy, 108 Bonard,
& cing mot day gan Chg Mdi, budc thang
1én lau, méc to gidy ra xem. Day la mot
loai truyén don quéc cdm, rong khd 14 x
25, nay con gili va con nhu mdi tuy xua
trén bon muci tam ndm. Chi nho dep,
in mot mat, nguyén van nhu sau :
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“Dong bao ! Dong bao !

ba bay muoci ndim mac vong nd 1é.
Nay lai dugc nghe cdi chanh phu ép ché
ta tif bay chuc nam nay noéi yéu thuong
ta, dem vdn minh qua cho ta, giup cho
dan ta mau tin hoa, bao ké thang tran
vGi ké that tran nay phai hoa hgp nhau
lam mét nha.

Chanh pht ép ché nay lai néi ra may
cau 4y thi la rdng rai, cao thugng vo
cung. Dau 6ng cha ta trudc vi 4i quoc va
bd minh noi chién trudng, dau trong bay
muoi nam ta bi sy ép ché la nhu hang
ha sa s0, ta cling phai quén chuyén cia
ma diéu hoa v6i chanh phu, yéu thuong
chanh phu.

Nhung ma mudn cé diéu hoa tuong
ai, it ntta chanh phu phai khong dugc
mudn bd tu ai thi bo, phai dé cho ta lam
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bao quoc ngii ty do. Da lap ra cd ludt co
quan toa, thi sao lai con phdi lam ngang
¢ Da bao diéu hoa tuong ai sao lai khong
cho ta cai ddi lai ? Con mudn bo tu ai thi
bo, thi la con ép ché. Khong dugc ngon
ludn ty do thi khong thé diéu hoa tan
héa dugc.

Nay Truong Cao Dong bi chanh phu
bat ngang, mét 1an niia ta phai thua dip
nay ma g6 cai mdt na ctia ké noi ldo. Ké
ndy biét rang nay dung cudng luc ma ép
chét, rut ria cta non song dan su trong
xu ta, thi khé ma lam cht ta lau dai nia.
An Nam ta lam trau ngua cho ngudi hon
bdy muci ndm, nay da c6 y chan roi.

Ta da théy r6 rang rang ta khong thé
lam cho cam tinh dugc ké manh quyén.
Ta da thay ro rang néu ta khong lo cho ta
thi khong c¢6 ai lo cho ta. Ta s6ng nham
trong mot doi khong thé dung giong cam
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tinh, 16i nhon nghia ma doéi véi ngudi
dugc, va lai dng Tagore c6 noi : “A Dong
ta khong phdi ngudi an may theo xin Au
Tay”.

Nay dén ta con yéu nhat, lam chi
khong néi chdnh pht, thi ta héi nhau
lai ma cho chanh phu biét rang dan ta
khong chiu chanh phut ép thém ta nta,
khong bang long cho chanh phu mudn
bat ai thi bat. Bao nhiéu ngudi chi khi
nhiét thanh ctia dan ta phai bi chanh phu
gi€t trdi tinh than hét ; nhu vay thi con
gi dan Nam Viét ? Da bay muci nam nay
nao la gié€t, nao la day, nao la cam ¢, nao
1a pha khudy bié€t bao nhiéu anh hung
cta noi giong ta. Bao nhiéu day khong
da hay sao ?

O dong bao ! G déng bao ! Guc diu
mai ma lam trau ngya hay sao ? Ai dau
la nguoi biét thuong, biét gidn, biét tuc,
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con giti mot chat diing dan lam ngudi.

Xin ngay chda nhyt 21 Mars nay
day, tdm gié sém mai, dén tai miéng dat
cta ba doc phu Nguyén T4n Tai, dudng
Lanzarotte (xom Lach), chd dai tiéc tién
chan 6ng Monin hom trudc.

E. Lejean de la Batie.
Nguyén An Ninh etc, etc, etc.

“Ong Phan Van Trudng, Nguyén
Phan Long, Truong Van Bén, Nguyén
Tan Van, c6 htia sé dén ma dong stic véSi

»

ta.

Imp. XUA NAY, Nguyén Héo Dang,
62-64 Boulevard Bonnard, Saigon.

*
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Ay d6 1a mot t& truyén don véi giong
van, cach dat dé va chanh ta thud do, cach
nay gan dung ntia thé ky. R6 la khiu khi
ctia mot ngudi mién Nam, quen tanh an
sao ndi vay, khong cau ky cling khong
can gioi mai got gifia, mién hiéu dugc
thi thoi, nhut 1a rat it dung chi nho. Cé
1é theo tdi dinh, t& ndy do Nguyén Hao
Vinh [Xem Tit dién nhan vat lich st Viét Nam (Sach da
dan).] hodc em la Nguyén Hdo Dang thao
ra. Chinh 6ng Nguyén Hao Vinh truéc
day c6 goi dang bdo Nam Phong mot
bai n6i nang vua Khai Dinh, va Pham
Quynh luc ay binh vua, khong tiéc 16i xai
x€ ong Vinh, rang giong no6i du con dam
pham thugng khi quan t0i dang chém
dau. Nguyén Hao Dang cling thé von bat
man ti ghé nha trudng, ding trong hang
ngl cam dau bai hoc dé€ phan déi mot vu
bat cong, nay trong nom nha in cho anh,
nén viét giong nay dugc lam.
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Toi doc t6 truyén don roi, hdm sau
toi voi xdch lén dinh thugng thu (nay la
tru s@ b6 kinh té), tim anh em ban hoc
c(i, tui bai hoc ndm xua, d€ ra di nghe
dién thuyét. Cac anh L.M. Tho (sau
lam doc pht chét vi binh). T.H. Phuc,
Nguyén Chi, ca hai lén t&i doc phu roi
bi dm sat nhiing ndm 1945-1946, nhung
anh nao cting kiém c6 thoi thac, ngudi
mac di khdi, ngudi mac viéc nha, miéng
thi hudng ting nhung long van mé say
dudng cong danh, mudén trung thanh dé
dugc diém son va rt sg co tén trong s6
bia den mat thdm ma chdm dudng gia
quan tan tudc. Khong ra ho dugc, toi
v€ rt anh em cuing cho tro. Toi chiia ra
chi nhdé Nguyén Van Lu, t6i goi Lu tién
sinh, vi cha con di hoc minh rt di nghe
viéc qudc su khong nén. Mot ban nay
da ti tran la Cong, hang Denis Freres,
thi chtia nhyt nao ciing phai di xem 1é,
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nén t6i khong ép. Lao Dan lam cho bdo
Trung lap va bdo Impartial, thi khéi mai
né cling du vi phén sy la di lay tin ttc.
Con lai anh Hai Cy thi tht bay nao anh
cling trong man gio, trua vé Cay Cui
tham nha. Anh Cu hta chic chan sé trd
ra sang chtia nhut 21-3-1926 that sém dé
kip di véi toi va can dan doéi ba lan toi
diing di mot minh that vui. Co biét dau
vi giti 161 htta ma x6i cheé déu héng. Noi
cé vong linh bac Nam Hy, cht nha tro,
khi nghc chang t6i ban soan, thi tham
hac hoi :

— Vuon ba déc phu Tai 6 ché nao,
tui bay chi cho tao di vé6i”. Toi thua.

— Da, bac ct goi xe kéo trd né ndm
cac hac, biéu n6 chay lén duong Lanza-

rotte, chd nao cé ngudi ta tu tdp dong la
cho do do.
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Va nhu da ndi, x6i ché hong bét toi
khong du dugc budi dién thuyét ngay
21-3-1926 nay. Sang chua nhut ay, toi
thuc that sém, xuéng an diém tam nha
hang Vinh Logi & gan bén, roi vé nha ngoi
cho anh Hai Cuy. Va chidng vuon ba doc
phu Tai & t6i Lanzarotte (dudng Poan
Cong Buu), xdm Lach, con nha chung
toi ¢ 1a Chg Méi Sai Gon, céi ga xe lta
dién thi & mé nha thuong do thanh,
cho bét Lé Van Ken ngay nay. Dong ho
da go tam tiéng, roi tam tiéng rudi, toi
sOt rudt ra vo ngong chd ma trong hoai
khong thay bong anh Hai Cy. Gan chin
gio sang, anh Cu lu lu ti ga xe dién budc
qua, t6i khong doi anh v nha, lat dat
kéo anh chay ki€ém hai xe kéo nho kéo
le le lén dudng Lanzarotte. Xe chay dén
dau duong d’Arfeuilles (Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu) thi bi chén lai. Thién ha ran ran

tuon vé€ nhu nudc chady vi cudc dién
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thuyét da bi giai tan. Ngoai dudng nguoi
ta dong nghet, 16p thi linh phu lit, 16p
linh ma ta xim nhau héi thuac bd hanh
di cho mau, khong dugc tung tam tu
ngl, gium ndm gium ba, ac nhut la bién
Tay, bién Cha, dua cam roi gan bo, dua
thoi tu-hit, roi nghe vun vut, tiéng sip-
1é¢ hoo6t hodt nghe mudn son dai. Toi lay
mat luoém anh Cy ma khong néi 16i nao,
kéo tay anh c6 chen dam dong budc t6i.
Bong gap anh Nguyén Vian Lac Kham
Lén, thay tdi, anh 16i ngoac lai ma rang :

— Dling v6 nita that cong. Da bi co
bot gidi tan tu nay gio. Ngudi ta dong
qua xa dong, dién gid néi nho qua khong
nghe gi dugc (luc ay chua céd may phong
thanh, cling chua biét dung loa dé néi).
b.M, Tay phach qud, miy thang Cha
dang ghét ct rugt theo dan nao dn mac
lti xt1i ma danh chui hoai.
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Lac, Cuy va toi dat tay nhau tré vé
dudng Catinat, ghé vao quan udng moi
dtia mot cai béc (la-ve) hai cic bac roéi
chia tay, téi va Cu cuing vé nha tro.

Nhu da ndi t6i céd than hd mang.
Pang tiéc budi dién thuyét, bong vai
hoém sau gdp anh Pang, anh trao mét to
truyén don mau la cay dot, kho 14x21,
ban in mdt mat, chi rat dé doc, nay con
dé danh, va nguyén van nhu vay :

CHO CHANH PHU BIET

Ngay 21 Mars 1926, chung tdi la ba
ngan ngudi An Nam hoi tai dat cua ba
déc pht Nguyén Tan Tai duong Lanza-
rotte Sai Gon, ma dong y quyét dinh sau
nay :

Néu Chanh phu that muon Phap
Viét dé hué, thit muén cho dan An Nam
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tan hda, thi it nta phai ra luat viing vang
ma :

1) Bo cac luat dinh vé t6i riéng cua
nguoi ban thé (indigénat), bo cai luat
cho phép ngudi mudén cong dugc xin bo
tu ngudi lam cong ; bo cai luat cho phép
nguoi phép nguoi ban thd va ngudi ngoai
quoc duge xin giam thau nhiing nguoi
ban thé thiéu ng ; budc chanh ph, ngoai
cac toi maluat da dinh, khong dugc dong
dén su ty do cua ngudi dan An Nam va
dinh t6i phat that ndng nhiing ké lam trai
phép. Chanh pht phai trd ngay Truong
Cao Dong cho dat Nam Ky, ding Truong
Cao Dong chong an vé viéc bi bat ngang
va dang lam bang rang Chanh phu khong
con ép ché nhu thé niia.

2) Cho dan An Nam lam bao tu do
nhu lam bdo Tay ;

7.1923-1927



358 | Vwong Hong Sén

3) Cho dan An Nam héi hiép tu do
nhu bén Phép ;

4) Cho dan An Nam lap trudng day
hoc tu do nhu khi trudc;

5) Cho dan An Nam di du hoc va di
lam an ty do & ngoai qudc ;

Bang Chanh pht cti khong chiu cho
dan An Nam cdc di€u can nhut nay thi
chung t6i xin khong tin long tot cta
Chanh pht cung nhau thé nguyén dong
tam hiép luc ma giai thoat cho dan Nam
Viét.

Ba ngan nguoi An Nam.

Imp. Xua NAY, Nguyén Hao Dang,
62-64, bd Bonard, Saigon.

*
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Cai nam 1926 coi vdy ma rat quan
trong. Dan ta m& mat va biét chong doi
doi héi quyén lgi ciing tu day.

Qua ngay 24 thang 3 ndm 1926 nay,
vao 9 gid rudi dém, cé tin cu Phan Chau
Trinh nham mat ti trn, xac dem vé
quan tai day pho dudng Pellerin (nay la
Pasteur) s6 nha 54 noi nha 6ng Huynh
binh Dién, d6i dién khu Truong Tién
va gan bén hong Truong May. Dén ngay
mong 4 thang 4 duong lich, lai mét dip
xuong dudng ém tich, thién ha ran ran
hing mudn hang van sap hang tu hang
nam theo dua dam tang, dong nghet cac
nga dudng. Co bot lai mdt phen ron rip
theo giti trat tu, t6i cling 1én theo, nhung
dé 1a viéc khac sé noi noi doan sau.

Nhu da thay, néu tdi 1a ngudi xem
gidy ma va bao hang ngay xem roi vut bo,
hodc cat giau khong kj, nhat la nhiing
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truyén don duédi théi Phap thudc, so
xét nha, s¢ bi bat bé roi vi vay khong cé
gan d€ danh, thi hom nay ba con c6 bac
khong con doc hai tai liéu gan nhu duy
nhtt ké trén. S& nap ban (dépot 1égal)
nay thu¢c Thu vién quoc gia ciing khong
cd, vi do la tai liéu chong Phap nén sé
Phap co cat lam chi dé€ hong giao lai cho
minh ¢ Cdi nghé suu tdp do ba lap nhu
nhiing gidy t6 lun vun ma t6i quen lam
gan sudt mot doi ngudi, ai cling cuoi toi
hu, coi vay ma ngay nay c6 chd dung roi
dé. Toi noi lam vay la c6 y chi cho cac ban
nhd, xin noéi nghiép t6i, ran suu tap va
giti gin 1@y minh ma lam d6 nghé riéng,
mudn dugc la va khong ai c6 thi tu minh
biét khéo git khéo khai thac, dling trong
cdy vao van khé chung, vi ctia chung thi
ai ai cling xem dugc con gi ma ndi.
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8. HOILO

(Viét ting ngudi ban tri ky Long An
dé nhé hai 6ng Lé Hong Huén va Huynh
Tan Sum).

Hﬁ'i 16 1a moét d6c duogc tham can
c6 dé, moc gbc moc ré ti nhiéu
doi, khong biét Dong c6 trude hay Tay
cd trudc, duy biét nay da tran dong, nudc
nao ciing co, ddi nao cling cd, day dua
thdi binh nhu thoi loan, luc thanh nhu
lac suy.

Trudc day, lac Nam Ky con hoi dong
Quan hat, trong mét phién nhom dai hoi,
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lao De la Chevrotiére la thuc dan hang
ndng, cong kich hang pht huyén va may
ong thong phan toa an, rang ho khong
dn luong bao nhiéu ma 6ng nao ciing
rudng tét nha lau cung khap, trong khi
cac quan toa, quan chanh dn Phap vé huu
nghéo kho. Lao do Xa cu ché dang ngon
nhén, 6ng Nguyén Phan Long ding day
noi c6 mot tiéng ma lao ty nhién ngodi
xuong tro ca mat :

— Xin 16i, danh tli “pot-de-vin” phai

chang ngudi go-loa cé san ? Ché phai
nao ctia dng cha chang t6i bay dat !

Danh tu “pot-de-vin” (hi rugu), tiic
1a hoi 19 theo Phap, y chiling xua da cé
tuc dang rugu nguyén vo, nguyén hi,
nguyén chai, d¢€ mua chudc long ngudi.

Sang qua nudc Thé Nhi Ky 1a xd
san xudt 4 phién ché ra ma tuy, danh tu
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haschich dé ra bakchick, ciing dung dm
chi thi mé hodc long ngudi. Khong meé
bang rugu thi mé bang thu6c hut, hit hay
nu6t hoac thau déu cing mot thé.

Trong cuon day Phdp vdan Cours
Gradué cua 6ng Truong Minh Ky, in nam
1893 doc luc nhd, dudi nhan 1a “Thanh
da van chung’, c6 thuat mot chuyén 6ng
quan thanh liém viéng mot 6ng ban cé
tat dn cua dut, khuyén 6ng nay nay co
con, khong hay kém thtc, e c6 ngay dang
san khuynh gia. Ong quan giau ma tham,
tra 16i mot cau tdi con nhé mai : “Néu
minh lam quan thanh liém, dau lam cho
t6i buc dai than, cling khong hau suc.
Nay t6i lam ra su nghiép nay, thi lam sao
cling khong khoi bac tudc cta dan, tich
lay ctia phi ngai. B&i vay Ong trdi gia tha
noi con t6i, khién cho né pha bang phang
vay thi la “Thién phu bat dao chi gia’, dé
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cho cha con tdi toa hudng ctia phi ngai
hay sao” (Au hoc khai moéng ctia 6ng
Truong Minh Ky soan (Cours Gradué),
nha Imprimerie Nouvelle Sai Gon xuat
ban ndm 1893, trang 303, dudi bai ky tén
ong Paulus Cua).

Co ngudi tron doi khong nhan cta
hoéi, khi tré vé gia tung ban, thay ban
dong liéu tling nhén tién i xi nay vg con
déu am no, bét giac than “néu de minh
cing lam nhu ho !I” Mét 16i noi khién
bao nhiéu tiéng thom trong sach déu troi
song troi bién, vi xa hdi co thé tha thi
mot con diém &n ndn, nhung van khong
dung mdt 6ng quan ua dn vung.

Tich c@t ndi 6ng huyén tudi Stu,
trach vo sao lai ndi minh tué6i Ty, kh-
i€n nén con chuot dan cing nhé xiu sao
bi ndi tudi stiu, con trau to kénh, tich
nay cho thay doi trudc khong dot khoa
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cham biém va ludn ludn tai tham khong
day. Mot tich cay chua khong kém va
tan thoi hon ké rang c6 mot dng ty phu
chuyén san xuat xe tdng thiét gidp dén
thuong lugng v6i mot 6ng bo trudng coi
vé qudc phong, dng ty phu dé nghi ban
mon hang gi€t ngudi ay cho chanh pha,
ong bo truong con du du san dang them
thuoc hut, 6ng ty phu rut vi dang thuoc
trong c6 mot di€u khong phai thudc van
ma la mot ngan phiéu mot triéu cudn
tron. Ong bo trudng xem réi ldc dau noi
binh sanh khong hut thuoc 14 6ng ty phu
hiéu y, hen dang xi-ga ; 6ng bd trudng
chiu lién va ca hai dong ky tén mua ban
thu binh khi sat sanh, s6ng bay nhé chét
béy chiu, mién tién tao bd tui, mot triéu
ché it, muoi triéu, hai chuc triéu U lién.
Tich ndy tham, vi qua mdt sy dom hanh
ta hitu, vi dang thuoc hat khong ai de dé
la dang ngan phiéu.
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Nhung hay khoan mting v6i. Dling
néi “dam bon khoi 16 vo v&, diing tudng
an hoi 10 “qua khoi truong trd boi cho
khai”, an héi 10 khong luon dé nhu vay
dau. Mot doi chat moét an tu cac tu xu
bon tro dai trau, keo nai tii dong, cé mot
ong & Vinh Long - Phan Hgi, ngay xua
dan cho hai chuc dong xin sang bé dat,
ong doi thém cho dugc ndm chuc dong
va lat mét chiéc ca-rd xoan deo noi tay dé
danh gia hang minh la hang by, sau lai
sanh con, con pha san, sanh gai, gdi theo
trai, ctia Tao d6 am ty, chung né pha hét
sach khi 6ng ta nam xuong. Qua la thién
dao chi cong. Khong niia, géi ctia gian
vao nha bang, khong dam ghi tén that,
sau bi lat gong, U 6 khong ndéi dugc thi
cling troi kia ¢ mat ?

Ngudi cong chuc, néu lam dung vai
tuong, déu trdi than giup nudc, nudc doé
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ma cling la xa h¢i do. Nguoi vai 16n lam
viéc 16n, ich quéc lgi dan ; dn trén ngoi
troc du suéng hon ngudi. Ngudi vai nhd
ganh vac viéc nho, anh phu quét dudng,
anh linh ngan gidc ca thay déu gép cong
bao chiia viéc quoc gia, viéc lang xom,
khong mdt bd phan nao thuia, ca thay
chung nhau nhu chiéc may dong ho, lay
ra mdt con Oc thi may kia té liét.

Trong Chuyén doi xua, Truong Vinh
Ky c6 ké chuyén dut sap cho cop an khoi
chét 1a tham thuy nhtt. Chuyén ké lai
thang hat bdi kia nd giéu cdi nay xam
nhiing quan hay an h6ild. N6 ra san khau
noi véi thing ban ctia n6 : “Y cha chd !
Hom trudc toi di an ong vé, gap ong cop,
tudng da xong doi di roi”

Thang kia dap : “Huy ! Vay thi con
gi may”. No trd 16i : “Ma may, tao co vac
mot bo sdp trén vai, tao méi chang hang
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ra, tao dut sap ra dang sau, 6ng chay theo
Ong tap, mac nhai sap, tao chay trugt di
khoi ! Xi hut 1”

Cau chuyén vin xtin ma 4c ldm. An
dang sau ttc an dudi tron. Di lam mot
chuyén gi, ti nhu nay ta di lam 4p-phe,
gia ¢4 goi di dn ong. Quan thi goi Ong nay
ong kia va mudn cho 6ng an ct chang
héng ra, dut cai 4y dudi hang 6ng van tap
nhu thudng. Bay gio thanh ngiti “duat sap”
da qua xua, vi ong riing sap banh tré em
it biét va chi bon gia c& t6i hoa may hiéu
dugc.

Cdi tich 6ng Tam Tang di thinh kinh,
dén Loéi Am Ty, Phat t6 da day phat,
nhung vi khong c6 1é mé nén hai 6ng Ac
Nan Ca Diép phat kinh trang (bach tu)
té ra trén c6i Phat cing biét doi.

*
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Sau day la hai vu an hoi 16 ma toi
day la chanh pham. T6i lay cong tam ma
noéi. Nguoi doc xin ciing lay cong tam xét
gium :

Mot doi toi la ai cong chiic, trudce sau
ba muoi bay ndm cuc tran ai, ngay nay
suc tinh thay minh khong khac mot con
di gia tuy qua tudi nhung con chut trinh
bach. Nghi ra hay gioi, con trinh lam sao
dugc khi da trai than di khach da mat :
Tay, Httu, Diém, Ky ! Con té thi nham
cling chua t¢ may, vi ngét hai muoi ndm
(1923-1943) an luong cua Phap va mudi
bay nam (1947-1964) lam cdng nhut noi
Vién bdo tang, t6i ddm khoe chua nhédn
mot dong xu hoi 16.

Nay vé gia, tay cdm cuon sé huu
bdng ty 1€, nhd lai cai kiép lam trdu ngua
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da mon vai chai ¢4, hdi tuong lai au ciing
la tién can hau ki€p. Ma cing vi hoan
canh bat budc, chay gidc hét tién mugn
cha tr& lai dut dau vao trong cong chiic
dé song. Nhung dén nha ai ndy sang,
chuyén chén com ndi gao, néi nhiéu lam
chi cho tén thém bot oap.

An h6i 16, khong bi bét tai tran, goi la
may man. Nhung su 6 nhuc ty lam hén
phdm gia, ti trong luong tdm 4n tang
doi doi kiép kiép, song d€ bung chét dem
theo, lam sao got rtia chora ?

Khong an hoéi 10 thi nho. Ai tra ai
khao ma hong phanh phui, tu dac ? Chua
chac gi khoi dn, vi ngudi dang c6 nhiéu
hinh thtic :

— Khi nhdn mot bao gao thom dau
mua cua dda tré con nha giau dem biéu
thi thay gido da nhéan cta lé tra hinh ;
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khi khong thé tu choi - tu choi s¢g mich
long - mdt chuc hot ga so cua gia quyén
ngudi binh dang 6ng bac si, c6 nén goi
ong bac sinhan ctia dut hay chang ? Mot
dda tré khac 6m mot gio 6i chin va chudi
ruc dén ting thay ma rang : “Ma tdi sai
toi dem cho thay mé nay, vi 6 nha heo né
cling khong them dn* !” Theo t6i tudng
mot khi heo n6 khong thém én, thi cta
ay, thay gido, néu la toi, to6i khong ché
Vay.

Mot 6ng quan van hay v, nhan mot
vo dan chung trong phong lam chién lgi
phdm tich thu cua dich, hodc mot chuc
budi dip Tét hay mdt chuc xoai dau mua,
mot goi tra thom cta Huong Cang, cta
bai Bac, nhan mét toa thudc gia truyén
tri binh no hoi, déu la nhan hoi 10 ca.

22 Loi cha me & nha ban riéng, rai dda tré nghe dugc, nay
hoc y véi thay.
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Va ching chii “bong” thudng deo chii
“lo¢”. Bong 1oc, hai chit di doi. “Bong” la
tién luong chinh thuc cua quan lai, “16c”
14 16c troi cho, ai dugc ndy hudng. Xanh
xanh trén kia la tr6i, ma thang dan cling
1a troi. y dan la y trdi, long dan 1a long
trdi va cua dan la cua troi. Dan cho dugce
phép hudng, duy ching nén doi. Chi
khé phan biét thé nao la cho va thé nao
la ép budc. Ca hai cach nhau cé mot tdim
mang trinh.

Chi tho ky con dum dé€, chong dilinh
xa, nhan mot chuc hdp stia nudi con ctia
ong cai thau muon gip lanh tién phat
cho cu-li, nhe t6i hon mdt 6ng trudng
trai nudt sdm yén ctia may mu goéa chong
chuyén nghé cho vay cit cé.

Bay gid chuyén gi dem ra ndi ciing
déu s¢ dung cham. Chi bang dem chuyén
cta minh, dau néi khong ai tin, nhung
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néi dé ha hoi ciing tot.

Su that toi ty xét 14y toi, ciing khong
hay gi hon ai va c¢6 phan ciing giong nhu
ai : bung van ghét hoi 19, ai ma khong
ghét ? Nhung néu c6 cach dang nha, goi
ghém, khong dén 10 liéu, ai ché toi at kho
choi tii. Ghét bsi do la viéc xau, ngudi
dang dao thai ; con ua la vi ai cling déu
cd tanh ham tién. Dung lam nhu 6ng kia
(ong doéc phu Tung), binh sanh khong
lay mot cay kim gut hay mot cay viét chi
trong s&, nhung khi gan chét, Thong doc
Nam Ky dén viéng hua cung cap cho ba
chuc mau luong dién trong Chg Lén 6ng
cu6i nham mat di xuo6i.

Trudce khi ché bai viéc ngudi lam.
hay tu xét minh c6 that qua trong sach
khong trudc da, néu that sach mudn phi
nhé vao ngudi thi mdc. Bang nhu van
ciing 1a bon an cua dan, mién diing duc
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khoét 1a dugc roi. Dta rui bi bat thi ngoi
tt bi ché giéu. Dia may chua bi thi ngoi
nha nghi ngo, cudi rudi, thé thoi !

Phan t6i, dén tu6i huu ma chua tap
dugc, t6i khong cho 1a hay. Toi hu trong
bung t6i biét. Co 1é tai kiép tdi la con di
lam cao, doi qua mac nén khong ai them
kéu di khach. B0 mat cua t6i budi do,
toi nhd lai, khong khac mat gai giang ho
lam dang, kip dén gia, chii trinh con day
la vi xau xi khong ai thém. Cho it sg toi
la, cho nhiéu thi ngudi ta tiéc.

*

CHUYEN THU NHUT - PAY CO
NEN GOI LA HOI LO CHANG ?

Nay gi¢ ndi nghe manh miéng, ché
néu cé that dn hoi 16 thi lam sao chay an
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¢ Nhac lai ndam 1923 t6i ra lam tho ky
thi sai noi Trudng Mdy. Nam 1924, toi va
Lac tho ky noi Kham dudng tuc danh la
Kham Lén Sai Gon, ca hai dugcbd nhiém
tho ky thiét tho hang sdu, long mtng
ti day khai bi thi sai sai thi, nén toi di
tim Lac dé chia vui. Cu6i thang chin, t6i
lanh luong gan tram bac trong tai dém
tii dong, xoc xach sdu muoi chin dong
1é may cac, vi ho trti may xu con niém.
Cong v6i mot tram ngoai tién Ba toi cho
lam tién tuy than, thi ca thay dugc gan
hai tram dong, giau hom. Mling mung
tai tai. Mung vi day la bong 16c cha
chanh phu cap cho. Tuoi &y, thai budi &y,
cling chua biét phan biét chanh phu nao
v6i chanh pht nao, duy biét theo 16i van
chuong chdp chiim, thi day cling tam
cho la “phan nudc on vua” (?). Mlng roi
lai tai vi binh sanh muo6n lya nghé thanh
cao, lam luong y ctu nhan d¢ thé, lam
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gido su day do ké dén sau, té ra tré nén
mot tho ky quen cho Tay. Cai s6 diing
dudng, d€ cho ngudi sai, don dua tiép
khéch, khong lam sao tranh dugc. Mac
cho s6 kiép.

Co san tién trong tui, nhé anh dau
s0 4 lot Kham Lén la Lac, ban dong song
ndm trudc & Chasseloup, nén toi di ngay
lai dudng Lagrandiere (Gia Long, cho
Thu vién quéc gia ngay nay). Dén ctia
khdm, thay ngudi ta bu dong nghet noi
bén canh, vi ngay ay la ngay cho viéng
tham tdi nhon. Mot ¢6 thiéu nii Tau an
mdc sang trong, xinh dep nhu hoa, dung
gan mot chiéc 0-t0 Delage bong 10n,
nhung c§ sao mdt may u dot, viia thay
to6i bong sut sé nhu muon bay to chuyén
gi. Toi budce lai gan, c6 cam mot goi do
cd bao t& nhut trinh, tuy chua biét toi
1a ai, nhung da néi tiéng Phap cat nghia
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muodn géi goi ay vo cho cha chong, ngit
c6 chua xin dugc gidy phép. Luc dy toi
vtia hdo thang viia c6 tat ua ninh dan ba,
co lai xinh dep qud, nén t6i lanh mang
dai, vi chuyén chi ché chuyén ganh ban
ddc mudn, ai khong biét, ché t6i 1a so
mot. Bita Ay toi mdc mot bo do tussor méi
may va dién that kéng. Thay bo gié cta
toi va nghe toi tram moét cau tiéng Tay
trong tréo, muon vao tham tho ky Lac
lam viéc noi vdn phong 6ng chanh chaa
nguc Agostini, viéen doi Tay gac ctia lat
dat md ctia cho t6i vao khong xét khong
tra, nhung dén chiing t6i budc qua khoi
ngach, vién d¢i khda ctia lai nghe cairam,
khda hai tua, t6i thay ctia qua day va cai
chia khoa to 16n khéac thuong, trong long
thdy nao nao, dinh thoi bd lui gét thi
vién ddi dudng nhu biét y nhoén miéng
cudi va néi mot cau pha liing : “Khong
sao dau. Anh vo di r6i 1t ntia t6i md cua
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cho ma vé” Yén tam roi, viéc lam dau tién
khi gdp Lac la t6i xin Lac trao goi do tan
tay ngudi thua lanh. D€ cho Lac an can
hon, t6i néi doi d6 la ngudi than bén vg
tuong lai. Lac niém n& bao nhiéu thi to6i
lat dat lui dui bay nhiéu vi long di tham
ban ctia tdi da mat. Toi chi nong bao tin
cho ngudi dep rang si mang da xong va
toi chi s¢g ngudi dep bo vé. Co gai di xe
Delage cam on liu lo bang mot cau tiéng
Tau, nhung t6i nhé mai sau do c6 héi toi
dia chi bang tiéng Phap giong hoc sinh
trudng nt Marie Curie. Khoi ndi toi da
dua danh thiép ctia t6i trong ay c6 ghi rd
dia chi va s6 dudng s& toi lam.

Vai ngay sau, dang gi6 lam viéc mot
buéi chiéu, ¢ ngudi moi toi ra phong
khach truéng may. Do 1a mot bac tai xé
van au phuc chinh té, trao t6i mot btic
tho chit Phap c6 ky tén la chu nhan mot
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dai dugc phong danh tiéng trong Chg
Lén. Trong tho cdm on t6i da giap tan
tinh than nhon y trong khdm dudng hom
trudc va an can mdi toi thd bay tuan sau
thé nao cling dén dung cung y mdét bia
com Tau than mat tai dai ttu lau Dic
loi (Teck-Ly) dudng Quang Dong nay
la dudng Triéu Quang Phuc, trong tho
nhan manh va gach mot hang chit “mai
tat cd quy quyén cung dén du” nguyén
van chii Phap “avec toute votre famille”

Pa noi toi co tanh bép xép va mau
mén trong moi chuyén, cho nén viéc lam
dau tién khi nhan tdm thiép la di réu rao
khoe khoang khap anh em trong sd, lai
con lam tai khon chay lén phong nhi (2¢
Bureau) dinh Thugng tho, m&i moc bao
nhiéu ban bé méi quen cling mdi, vi than
quyén toi trén nay khong c6 : “May anh
muodn dn com Tau khong ton tién, hay
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nhé ra don toi tai ga xe Itia dién dau chg
Bén Thanh, thd bay tuan sau, dung bay
gio toi, bao nhiéu ngudi to6i cling dai tho
ndi”. Co nhién t6i c6 mai Lac va ong Phu
Hiéu ctia Kham Lén.

bung ngay hen, bay gié kém mudi
1dm, t6i ra ga Chg Mdi luc 4y dat tai cho
bot Lé Van Ken [Trudc chg Bén Thanh bay gis, gin
bénh vien D6 Thanh.], tOi thdy mdt nhom “chét
déi” mudi mot ngudi, véi toi la du chuc
muoi hai, viia tré viia son son, ban cinam
xua cling ¢6 ma ban md&i quen trén dinh
Thuogng tho vai try, téi biét toi dd mai
16 thi da mudn. Xe chay, kéo nhau cuoc
bo dén dudng Quang Tong Cai (nay la
Triéu Quang Phuc) chua chi t6i danh 16
to trong bung vi nghe tiéng keén song hy
va tiéng tréng Bac ciu tii trong khach lau
x0 gion diéc tai. Ngd lén cta s6 lau dai
khach dudng tling nhut thay treo mot
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cay cO chii 16n 16 1a liéu ky ctia nha dai
dugc phong N.T.D. Toi r& bép biét chuc
hai trdm bac cua t6i con gan da, nay néu
vi danh dy, vi thé€ dién déng hét cho bon
ma doi nay thi cing danh. T6i manh dan
kéo rdc 1én thang. Dén tling lau nhut,
thay cach don dep sang trong qua, ban
ghé trai ngan nép trang phéu, t6i dém so
cO trén mudi co ban don kiéu bat tién, toi
dam ra sg khan, viia nghi dé la ché danh
dai quan vién tiéc cudi hay tiéc tan quan
khanh ba nao dé via s¢ trong bung néu
an noi day, sang trong lam vay, at ton phi
tinh nhiéu, chi bang kéo ca la 1én tting
lau ba la hang binh dan, may ra hai tram
dong ctia minh cling con lai chut it lay
lat dén cudi thang.

Chung t6i ran ro kéo lén lau nhu
nhém linh bat ti xdng di xét nha. Vua
t6i dau thang thi cé mot cha Ba Tau dn
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van theo thau xang [Thau xéng = du sanh, trusng
bon don ban.]tfiu lau chén lai 1é phép héi di
dau ma dong duong vay. Toi can than rut
thiép mai chia ra va dap di an tiéc do tho
mdi ctia Ong mo.

Chu Ba Tau nhoén miéng cudi bay
ra hai ham rang gia bit vang vang khe,
roi chi tay moi xudéng tting 14u choé cé
treo cay dai ky, méi ngan.

Tam gio g6, kién can bung tu lau,
anh em doi dn nhu gidc, vi may dia dau
phong rang va hot dua do da hét sach
Toi gid 16 lam tinh kéu “mi” cho d6 ton.
Nghe c6 tiéng da ran, gidy lat thau xang
bung lén mudi hai té mi, moi td6 déu céd
don dot gan nai vi ca va gio heo Bac thao.
T6i hup mi ma sg¢ cho hai tram dong bac
cua toi sé bay theo mudi hai t6 nay, nén
nuo6t khong vo. Toi tham trach thau xdng
muodn trdch minh, hé kéu mi thi dem thu
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mi doan thé cong cong, mot t6 xOn xén
tiét kiém cho ngudi ta nho, ai cau vé vién
cach vat, moi ngudi moi to cho thém bao.

bén chin gi¢ cling chua thay ong
chu dai dugc phong dén. Me 6i | Néu
ong khong dén, ttic 6ng khinh ré minh.
Co nén gidn ching ? Gidn lay sdy cui !
Dling gian ma hu viéc. Tham vai giay lat
ong dén thi moi viéc ém xudi, chuyén gi
ma kho tam vo ich.

Pong ho go chin gid mudilam. Anh
em thuc : “An by cdi gi r6i vé, khuya réi”
Chuyén nay t6i kéu ranh ré hai dia com
rang Duong chau hay Cantonnais gi do,
thi ndy &n mau no va chac khong qua s6
tién hai trdm dong minh c6. Com dem
1én an viia dugc nta chiing, bong 6ng
chu cao lau di choi vé, ghé chao khach
quy an tiéc phong sang ong thay chi cé
mudi hai O Nam Danh, tuy vay 6ng niém
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nd bat tay tling ngudi va hoi sao biia tiéc
kém hao hing, c6 phai vi thuc dn kém
ngon chang ¢

Toi to that va phién vi ngudi chu moi
ma khong c6 mat khién khach mat vui.

Ong cht tiém nghe t6i n6i chua dit
cau vyt cudi xoa, sai thau xang mau mau
dep hai dia com rang va cat nghia :

— Theo phong tuc Tau, né (ttic cha
nhan dai dugc phong, ngudi dung ra mai
khach), n6 khong dén dau, dling ché néd
that cong Néu n6 dén, sg c6 mat nd, may
ong an udng khong tan tinh. N6 khong
dén 1a n6 c6 y kinh trong khach do6 ? An
nhiéu thém ntia di ! An chét cha né di
I Kéu doi thém do dn ngon, dn nhiéu
nhiéu di! An it nhu vay, t6i 16 v6n, hé hé,
chét cha di con gi. An nita di ma. An hét
gia tai cia N.'T.D, né cling khong néi, sg
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cai gi. Cac chu dai khach la vay dé ma !

Tuy 161 n6i khong thanh bai nhung
giai dugc ndi long, va mudi hai cai mat
khéach né 16n nhu mudi hai cai dia ban
cd hai tac.

Lac Kham Lén ¢6 rugu da nga nga,
trach to6i dai doi :

— Bay ddt kéu mi, kéu com rang, nay
da canh hong, con nudt sao vo ?

T6i mugn anh Phan Thanh va Nam
Xuén Trudong May chay xudng lau, thoi
ken lap binh (sonner le rappel), chay go
clia tling nha, goi cac ban ci con thig,
dtia nao c6 co ngoi trong pho gan khach
lau, thang Tran Xa Tay nha & duong Tran
Hoang Quan, ky su Hiép, hoi dong Phat,
anh Tu Phudc, dng gido Dong, dédn stc
miéng so 1én déy dn ti€p tay mot biia cho
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ngudi Tau kién oai va cling cho lai gan
ong chta nha thudc 16n cé y khinh doi.
Nhung tréi da khuya, lac &y hon mudi
gi®, nha nha déu ngn, da lam mat gidc,
va goi ngudi nao ciing déu ngdi ngu say
ke, khong ai khing dong vai dao binh
hau tap !

Ong chti cao 1au goi thau x4ng sai ldy
nudc nong c6 udp dau eau de Cologne
cho chung t6i rtia mdt, sai goi gap hai
tén tdm quach ddm lung va bép vai vuét
nguc o bé mudi hai con ga da chong do
khac ! Thiéu mot diéu néi xin 16i. Ong
mudn chung t6i choc oe trd hét mi com,
dé cho bao ti mét lam viéc lai nhu luc
chua dn!

Ong bay bién du phuong phép clia
ong biét, nhung chung t6i an udng ué
0ai, mudi hai dia chia ra ngo6i hai ban
don hai mam vi véo ma thic an con é
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hé khong stit mé phan nao. Cht tiém lac
dau than 16 nhu bong. Roi 6ng sai bung
lén hai mam dén dat trén hai b6 van thu
goi la sap ba thanh danh cho tién 6ng di
may vé gid, ong goi hai & mui dén lam
thudc va moi moc : “Hut choi it diéu cho
mau tiéu”,

Mudi hai gio, chung t6i kéo nhau
xuong lau. Chu tiém con thic cam nén
lai, &y ban todn ra go lac cac tinh tién
roi lac ddu, dua tay moi chung t6i tré
lén phong nhu ct. Chuyén nay ong sai
don lai nap ban mdi, triét hét ly chén, lay
tra thom chén st ra dang khan néng lau
mat lai nita, roi day lay hai ong sanh ra
moi 6ng c6 dé€ san mdt mé thé tre giep
giep mdéng mong y nhu thé xin xam céc
chuia Tau. Toi khong hiéu chuyén chi
con mang chan chd 6ng cat nghia day
la cach mai “hoa khoi biét no6i” vi 4 mui
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qua déong nén phai bay ra cach niy dé
tranh tiéng vi tu vi ky, cac 4 mui ciing
vui ma cac phi pha chdy (con hat) cling
khong cu nuy.

Toi nghe 16i rut tham trung bon c6
mai mai nhu cé tén rat dep : Cti En (Qué
Anh), Duc Nui (Ngoc Nii), A Ngo (Co
Nga) va Hong Hu (Hong Ngu). Giay lat
c6 bon o gai 1én phong, toan dudi tudi
hai muoai, hai ¢6 tay 6m moi ngudoi mot
cay ho diép cam, hai c6 nho tuodi tay cam
quai tay cam khan nhd che miéng lam
duyén. Ngat n6i doi bén ngon ngii bat
dong nén chang c6 thu vi chi ca.

Cac ¢b chao chung t6i r6i ngdéi mot
ban riéng, rdi lén day dan nhu dé€ tra ng
quy than. Hai c6 ca eo éo, chuing t6i nhu
vit nghe sdm. nhu trdu nghe dan. Hét top
nay ké top khac, ca bon c6 cling mudn
thi thé tai nang, nhung phong tuc Tau
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dtia nao di lai G Nam thi ké nhu bi 6
nhiém, bon ho tdy chay lu6n sau niy vo
phuong lam an, nén gai Tau it ddm nhay
du véi con trai Viét. Lac Kham Lén lim
dim ngt ga ngt guc. Th. Truéng May kéo
ong vo roi ldy 4 phién nudéng ddng bo tui
dem vé nha, T6i bi ma men hanh, lai gan
mot & mui viia dung nhe vao ma. Nhung
nhu bi dién giut toi nghi “4i” mot tiéng y
nhu con bup bé c6 10 xo kéu, c6 hét hon,
va toi cling cut hing.

Nhung btia tiéc dau vui dén dau
cting khong thé kéo dai dugc mai. Dén
hai gi6 khuya, mon moéi qua chang toi
xin vé. Ong chii quin phen ndy lic ban
todn, cudi cudi cho hay biia tiéc gia bay
tram sau chuc dong, nén chi dng tang moi
dia chung t6i mdt chai eau de Cologne
hay ai thich thi mdt hop xi ga Corona, dé
tinh chan tam tram véi 6ng chu dai dugc
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phong. Hai tram bac cta t6i van con.

Mbt tuln sau t6i mdi duge biét mat
ong chu nha thudc. Xe ghé trudc cua
Trudng Méy. Ong ngudi con tré, cé vé
rat sang, va tanh tinh nha nhén. Téi trach
ong biia tiéc lam quen hda biia tiéc kh-
inh thudng, ong ta 16i ndi y 161 chu hiéu
cao lau da ndi hom trudc.

Ong thu that trong géi t6i dua vo
khdm c6 chtta mét biic tho quan trong,
on t6i gida dang ngan vang. T6i nghe ma
héthon cho viéclam tac trach hém trudc,
gidn vé6i ltta ma khong ngo. Ong moi toi
dén nha nhung tu dy t6i khong gap 6ng
ntia, béng hong thi da vang bdt tu lau.

Bay gi6 mdi biét vi chuyén vo kham
tham ban hoc ci, t6i da pham hai t6i :
mot t0i dem thag kin con tdi kia xin cho
toi tu bao chita. Toi khong c6 nhan tién
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va viéc khong cé sap dit truge. Theo tdi,
day la 16c tr&i danh mot canh du nhap
Thién Thai tan thoi tiéc thay toi va cac
ban t6i khong c6 s6 dé€ tan hudng. Nang
ti€u tho trudc hoc Marie Curie qua nha
nhan da trda on t6i mot cach qua hau,
nhung thua ti€u tho, mot cai liéc cta co
con hon gap may so6 bac ngan do cha c6

da phi.

CHUYEN THU NHI - MOT VU
HOI LO HOI CAI KIP THOL

Nédm 1929, t6i nghéo tinglam. Trong
nha thiéu trudc hut sau, mac ng ba tram
dong bac théi, ma quanh di quéin lai
thang ndy qua thang kia, van va viu mai
khong trd n6i. Hoi mugn mot tram chd
ndy, cia Khon, Khanh, anh em ban t6t
trong sa, dem dap cho kia, cti quay quan
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nhu viy khong khac dap b dé, chung
qui nudc v4 b van tiép tuc.

Ac nghiét nhit 13 trong tay c6 sdn
tién mdi la nguy hiém, vi tién dy la cua
cong, tién trong két bac toa bo, chanh
phu giao t6i giti v6i chic vu ky luc phat
bac (comptable, agent de paiement).
Chtc nay trudc kia giao phd cho quan
lai lang-sa ding hang thu ba trong tinh
sau vi tinh trudng Phdp goi Chanh Tham
bién (6ng Chanh) va sau vi Pho Tham
bién (6ng Phd). Qua dén thdi binh,
nhiém vu bét gay can, chiic nay méi phé
thidc cho ngudi Nam coi, vi vay con lai
danh tii ndm na goi ky luc phat bac la
ong cong tap.

Thinh thoang trong con gap rut, toi
cé ky bong khi mugn mudi dong lam
von di danh bai, khi khac mugn hai chuc
dé mua do6 xua, nhung tdi can 1am sao s6
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tién mugn khong qua luong toi lanh, co6
bé gi, rti thanh tra xét td, mat mat doi ba
chuc, d6 thiia 1am mat, bat qua thudng
tién ché khong dén nodi bat toi ha lam
thut két.

Cai nam 1929 ay tuy vay ma t6i hanh
phuc nhtt doi duy khong biét d€ ma tan
huéng : ngoai s& chung ban yéu vi, quan
trén trong dung, trong nha cd vg dep, gia
dinh tuy thiéu hut nhung dam am, cai
hoa ngoai tim van chua ndy mam.

Nhung ciing bdi ngheo tung, cho
nén tinh than thudng dao dong. Mit
khéc ban tanh vén ngay thang nho cha
me khéo day tlii nho, rét lai thang dugc
su dao dong xua. Toi xin thudt lai nhu
sau mot vu toan dn hoi 10 may thdi dén
phut chét ngung lai kip.

Nguyén tli 1au, 6ng cai tong cao nién
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trén Cai Tau thugng, L.H.H., lam mat
long tin nhiém ctia 6ng chdnh phu tinh
tén 1a EBartoli. Trugc khi vé nghi bén
Phap, 6ng nay d€ mat thu lai cho 6ng
chdnh ké nhiém la 6ng L. Pech dé nghi
nén giai nhiém ong cai tong, vién cé la
tudi gia, kha nang chéng cong kém. Toi
quén ndi lac &y la lac bat dau c6 nan cdng
san tai Sa Déc, nhutla & Cao Lanh va Cai
Tau thugng, nhung nhe thoi, nhu bay
cho dan khong déng thué, xin bét thué,
van van. Ty tap la 6 ban dém bdi ban
ngay lan mat, d€ cho téi hom sau tuyén
truyén thuyét méi noi moét lang khac. Ho
dung 6t chin két lam trang hoa c¢& do bua
liém tha tr6i song trén be chudi hodc treo
bing-do-ron phan doi noi chd héo lanh
ché chua hé c6 bao dong 16n dén xay ra
an mang. S& di co mat thu cling vi chut tu
th, 6ng cai khong dang 1€ mé nao trong
khi 6ng chanh B. c6 tiéng la ngudi ham
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an cua dut. Tham chi may thay & toa bo,
trit nhiing ngudi c6 kha ndng khong sg bi
hép hon, ché thay nao yéu bong via déu
phai cung kiéng l€ vat méi dugc binh an.
Ong chdnh cii c6 mugn ctia mot thay cai
tong mot con bo stia d€ moi sang co siia
tuoi cho 6ng pha ca phé ; khi 6ng vé xu
moi thay cai dén lanh bo vé, 6ng ciing
tim cach khen thdy cai hao hiép bang
cach ép thay cai mua gitm hai cai xe dap
ctia con Ong thdi dung ; bao nhiéu ay du
thay thu doan cao cudng ctia mdt dng
chan dan cé nhiéu manh khée. Cing vi
thay cai L.H.H. khong chiu dung ké “cho
muon bo 1dy stia” ma bién ra cdi hoa tam
thu dé nghi sa thai ong.

Trong ho so dé lai, 6ng Cai H. da 54
tudi, cting dang tudi vé huu, nhung toi
khong tin noi hd so va cé6 y mudn biét
mdt ong cling nhu mudn biét thém veé
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ong d€ dé bé dinh doat ; nghiét n6i dng
it dén toa bd, mdi thang lanh luong do
tay toi phat, ong ciling it ndng dén lanh
hodc nhd ngudi khac 1anh thé thanh thu
gitia Ong va toi cugc ti€p xuc dudng nhu
khong co.

Cai hoa sau lung 6ng cai va cang cap
bach nguy hiém hon 1a 6ng c6 mot phu
td cong su vién la bang bién pho tdng
H.T.S. rdp ranh gianh chd 6ng ma 6ng
chdng hay biét.

Nay néi vé€ nguyén tac, muodn cho
vé huu mdt vi cai tong thi it nia phai
vién kha nhiéu ly 1€ viing vang, ti nhu
tuoi gia, stc yéu, kha nidng lam viéc thiéu
kém v.v... Trong ho so t6i cam trén tay,
cac ly 1é a4y da hoi gan du : tudi vé huu
theo nguyén tac 1a 55 ma ong da tudi
54 ; 6ng thuong xin nghi viéc d€ di choi
khi Da Lat, khi Viing Tau, nay may giay
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phép sao luc ngd ngd con trong ho so lai
1a nhiing chiling c¢é hung hon rang 6ng
thudng binh hoan, tuy may lan lam quan
chanh dén tong gian dan 6ng déu c6 mat
ting hau, nhung nhiing lan c6 tu tap hay
bao dong chd nao, thuong thay bang
H.T.S. 1anh di thé, ngd dau may viéc vat
ay nay tré thanh cdo trang t6 cdo Ong
cai it hoat dong, khong bang thay pho
x6¢ vac hon. Ong ph6 khong ldnh ning,
Ong cai ua tim nhe. Con mot phan thang
diém ctia 6ng cai gia 1a 6ng cd uy thé,
dan trong tong kinh vi.

Trong khi ay, 6ng bang bién pho
tong tuy tré hon mot chut nhung gia thé
sy nghiép ciing tuong duong chang kém
stt gi dng cai. Cai thua diém ctia 6ng nho
ndy la uy tin khong bang 6ng 16n, ké vé
hanh chanh va kinh nghiém thi 6ng tré
van thua 6ng gia.
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Trong nhiing budi t6i ti€p xuc vai
anh em trong s&, t6i hoi tham kin thi
phan dong cho la 6ng cai c6 tanh kiéu,
hoi kho chiu, thua 6ng bang bién biét dai
boi chiéu chudng dé chiu hon ; dé chiu
v6i kho chiu day tugng trung, sau toi rd
lai, la mot 6ng ua cho trai cay trong vudn
lam qua (thay bang S.) con mot 6ng tanh
san rit lai c6 nho phong, khong muoén
nhd 1€ mé bac ciu giao thiép gy cam
tinh. (0ng cai H.) ; Cai sdy ndy cai ung la
vay.

Mot chi ti€t nho lam toi giut minh la
ca hai déu : mot 6ng S. 1a cha vg cua gido
su ci nhan khoa hoc, anh Cang von cing
toi ngudi dong xu, va ciing dong song,
con O6ng H., von than phu ctia anh Lé
Hong D6, mot ban dong trudng (D6 hoc
ban lang-sa (quartier européen), toi hoc
ban ban xu (quartier indigéne) nhung ca
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hai cung hoc d6n vi cam cung mot thay
1a Sersot ; vé€ diém cam anh dong song,
toi cho ca hai déu cing mét diém khong
ai hon kém.

Can di xét lai, toi thay thay bang chay
chot quyét lam cho Ong cai vé vuon dé
thay 1én thay thé lam cai tong thuc thu.
Ong cai v6 tinh, khong biét minh suyt
mat chtc, viéc gidi nhiém con git kin,
tuy ong khong tim gidp mat toi nhung co
1é sao chiéu mang ctia 6ng con tot khién
nén gdp toi san tanh quan td Tau mudn
hoc doi té€ khon pho nguy hon la trg Tru
trg Kiét, d€ ma vi bao, vi nguogc.

Cho hay ké ¢ tinh rinh ngudi vo v,
trong khi thay cai thu dong, thi trai lai
thay bang tinh khon hon, nén cay ngudi
than tin la anh Tdm Hoai don dudng
trudc bang cach dua thay dén nha t6i,
ban dau nhac lai viéc thay 1a nhac gia ctia
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Cang d€ “nhin ba con” xung ho bac chau
; ké dé thay di ngay vo dé hua xong viéc
sé dang toi ba tram bac mat xai choi, va
sau roi danh mdt don tdm ly that ndng la
dinh ninh viéc roi t6i sé co mdt cap choé
son thuy khong ai cé. D6 roi thay ta su
tich cdp chde lam cho t6i thém mé mén
tam than, nao la nét vé tinh vi dungla c6
vat doi Kién Long, nao la trudc kia cdp
choe von ctia 6ng huyén Dudc la mot
danh si cyu trao dang ta, sau dng Dudc
thiéu ng nén gat ndé qua tay 6ng bang
Sén tic o6ng Thai Viém Thanh, mét hao
truong trong vung.

— Néu thay, ua chau, muon choi choe
thi chi c6 cdp nay la toi nhit hang trong
xt khong ai hon. D€ thiing thinh béc
ranh, bac sé néi véi 6ng Sén nhudng cip
choe lai cho bac thi thé nao né ciing vé
tay chau. Chau chua biét 6ng bang Sén,

8. H6i 16



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 401

dé roi blia nao bac sé rudc chau 1én nha
ong ay choi mot chuyén dé€ lam quen.
Ong Sén c6 céi duyén la lung vé d6 c6 1a
ong thtia hudng, vi gat ng, bao nhiéu cta
suu tap cua 6ng huyén Dudc, ma moi
mon déu c6 cham noi ddy hai chii ti am
“H.D” (Huyén Dudc).

Ong S., va anh TAm Hoai ra vé, t0i
khong hua diéu gi v6i 6ng duy véi anh
Tam t6i da ndi hai tiéng thong day y nghia
1a “d€ coi”. Pai pham long duc vong cta
moi ngudi cé gisi han. Néu bao nhiéu
chua du xiéu, thém cu thém nia thi co
ngay cting dén.

V6i ngudi thudng, mot t6 mi da
da no, nhung giap dta khde, nam ba t6
cling chua vla, cdi da day, cdi bao tu ctia
thang ndy né thun gian khong chting ;
khéo tam ly 1a nguoi cé mat d€ do ludng
cho dung. Cdi tham ctia 6ng bd trudng
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ché hut thuoc 14 thi hay biéu ong xi-ga
nguyén hop. Dla nao tham gdi thi hay
lay sac giuc long.

V6i ké khong ham tién, mot cdp chde
da gieo vao dau déc t6i mot mon thudc
ddc con lgi hai di tgn bang mudi thude
phién. Ai c6 qua cau mdi hay, va ngudi
chua hut xin hay khoan cu6i ngudi ghién
gap. Doi vdi t0i, tién bac t6i khong ham
nhung choé yéu cta tdi la ham d6 c6. Mot
con di khong khac, thap thdo muon di
khach ma chi doi gid cao.

Bu qua ché€ lai, vu nay néu t6i lam
xong tuc cho vé huu mdt 6ng cai ma ho
s da chin mui, va cat nhac 6ng Sum
nay, thi toi vliia c6 tién ba trdm bac tra
ng, thém c6 hai mén vat ao uéc bay lau,
vi tiéng don vé dng huyén Dudc vang
doi trong tri 6c tdi ti thud nho. Noi chi
dang luong tam toi luc do6 da di vang, ndi
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diang hon tdi chua thdy gi 1a can rut, di
nhién lam theo ho so cé san ma tdi va gi.
Toi viia la pham nhon via la quan toa,
toi xu 1y toi, thdo nao to6i khong cho toi
trang an.

Khi 6ng chanh Bartoli r&i tinh Sa
Dbéc thi gidy & Sai Gon géi 6ng chanh
mdi 13 6ng Louis Pech dén thay. Ong
Pech trudc c6 lam chu tinh & S6c Tréng,
ong c6 mot trai ut dén hoc riéng véi dng
doc Gros. Phong cau hoc dn thong véi
16p nhi ctia 6ng gido Chuc ma toéi dang
tiing hoc, va hai dda téi tling quen biét
nhau vi cau thudng qua mugn t6i cuc
tdy muc. Mot hom thay vi tra, cau ran
mat bo vao mom nhai luén cuc tay, va
cho dén nay téi con nhé mai anh Tay
con dn gom tdy muc. Biia ban giao cong
viéc gilia hai 6ng dau tinh ct va méi,
thura dip t6i hoi tham tin tidc cdu am bay
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gid ra sao. Ong Pech c6 thién cam nhiéu
vGi toi ti do, Ong tudi chua dén luc tuan,
ngudi cd phong d¢ quan td, téi chua
gdp ngudi cht nao dn noi hién lanh nha
nhian nhu 6ng ndy. Ong c6 cach lam viéc
cting méi. Thuong 1é cong van moi thay
phai dem lén tan van phong quan chu
tinh dai linh va hau chi ky ; dang nay
ong bén thin sém va chiéu hai budi di
dén ban lam viéc tling ngudi, 6n ton hoi
han roi ky tén tai cho, viéc nao cap bach
may thay dugc lén trinh bay va ong giai
quyét tdc thi, nhé vay ngudi dan khong
cho doi va ca thay déu bang long. Tu
ngay ong dén tran nhdm, ci dung mudi
ldm gid 1a cé 6ng dén phong but todn, t6i
nhuong cho tdi cho dng ngdi, Ong dam
dao véi tdi ngot nua gid roi mdéi lén van
phong 6 trén lau toa bo. Cu chi than mat
ay 1am cho cac ban t6i déu 1é mat né toi,
vi thué nay muon dugc than thién thi
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phai dut sap, chi cé ca to6i nhu nay, chinh
toi cling lay lam la, sau t6i hdi, 6ng cudi
dap : “Thay dong chan® véi con téi nén
toi nhé con ma thuong thay !” Mot biia
no, Ong goi téi lén van phong ndi chuyén
tam tinh va uém 16i moi t6i vo 6 chung
trong dinh. Ong ldy c6 dinh qud rong,
ong song doc than, co binh dau tim, vi
vdy moi lan tu dinh ra toa b6 6ng phai
ghé van phong t6i dé nghi mét, gia dinh
ong déu 6 lai bén Phap, phu nhan da tu
tran, ti€u tho con dang hoc va cau am
ma t6i quen thi dang tudi thi hanh quan
dich. Gdp nguai khac, t6i dam chac, néu
dugc mai nhu véy at da 14p tic nhan 16i
ngay, dé mdc tinh tac oai tac phuc, vi cé
may thud tom dya ctia rong, tho ky quen
mii tet & chung mot dinh v6i quan tham
bién chu tinh. Nhung t6i diém nhién xin
dé vai ngay suy nghi. Trong tham tam

23 Chan : véc giac ga da d¢. bong chan nhu dong mot lua.

8. Hoi 16



406 | Vwong Hong Sén

madc d4u tdi 1a thang hu, nhung luc ay t6i
sang suot va ly ludn tham, cai cho 4y bat
qua la vai tudng day té rudt gam khong
sang trong gi. Thém 1a ai sao dugc tu do
vi lac d6 téi mé lam bai thin cau va dém
nao khong cha bai dém ay to6i ngt1 khong
ngon giac. Vai ngay sau tdi 1én thu that,
mot 1€ quan trong t6i xin nodi va 6ng Pech
cing nhin nhan t6i cé ly 1a tdi con tré
qua, vg to6i con nhoé hon tdi niia, nay hai
dda & chung véi 6ng, d6 ton da danh roi,
nhung sg thién ha dam ti€u di nghi. Ché
chi tdi doc than thi khoi noi. Viéc ong
song co thén, sau do t6i giai quyét bang
cach chon hai ngudi boi trung tin vao
phung sy s6m toi va rat may hai ngudi
ndy khong phu long téi tién dan.

Tl ngay t6i biét dng cht tinh c6 long
ai ddi, toi dan di thém va da tryc ngon
nhiéu lan va t6i noi gi 6ng nghe nay. Mot
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viéc nhu sau, t6i chac khong ai ddm lam
va nay nhac lai t6i con ghé ron cho cai
liéu linh cta tudi tré : Toi chd ong chu
quan chau thanh Sa Déc géi cong van
nhac lai vu cho v€ huu cai tong Cai Tau
thugng vi kém kha nang va gia yéu khi
ay toi lay ho so dng cai H., ra don lai tu
té sap x€p gidy td co6 thu tu phan minh,
xong roi to6i d€ hét tam tu thao ndo tho
dé nghi cho 6ng vé huu y nhu 16i quan
chu quan yéu cau vdéi ly 1& 6n hoa nhung
bo tri danh thép. Toi doc di doc lai nado
tho nhiéu lan, chép lai sach s€ roi 6m hét
1én trinh quan chanh cht tinh. Ong Pech
doc cham chi, phé y khong stia doi chii
nao. Toi miing va hanh dién vé 16i hanh
van dac thé ctia minh, 14t dat dem xuong
qua phong khac bdn than danh may ché
khong gido cho da tu vién vi day la cong
van mat phai git nhem. Chiéu ni ngay
ay toi dang 1én lan chét cho 6ng chanh ky
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tén, xong roi toi 6m xuodng lau thi da bon
gio chiéu, chi con vo s6 danh s6 thi tu
va cho tuy phai dem qua s& buu dién goi
l1én cho quan thong déc chap thuan, ra
chi thi ban hanh quyét dinh gidi nhiém
theo tha tuc hanh chanh la dat khoat vu
ndy. Néu xong t6i sé cd ba tram bac tra
ng va cd moét cap chde, suéng qua.

Nhung thay vi géi di, toi lai d6i y, cat
hét ho so luon buc tho cé mang chi ky
cta ong Pech ky roi vao tu sat, néi doi
v6i thay Gidi noi van phong la cong vin
“ong chanh chua ky tén” r6i bd d6 vé nha.

Pém 4y t6i khong nham mat. Co da
ve tay khong chiu phat lai ddm ra suy
nghi nat oc, trong long mudn doi cudc
thé lai khac, ban tanh t6i thud nay la vay.
Toi tran troc tran xa, lan 1on khong yén
ma ciing khong dam cho vg biét. Tri 6c
r6i loan : mdt dang luong tri buing day,
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bay gid viéc da gan xong, mdi thay viéc
minh lam la 1€u ; mét dang thi long duc
vong xui quay, ba tram bac va cap chée
tuy chua thay no6 ra sao, nhung ct nhay
lung tung trong mat nhu tém tuci dung
trong r8, lan quén tdi cti nhé : ¢6 tién tra
dit ng thém cé vat la d€ choi cling thich,
nhung lam sao quén cha me minh thué
nay chua lam diéu gi qudy, nay sanh ra
minh, cé nén vi chat héild danh chon vui
danh gia dong ho hay ching ? Dau ngudi
ngoai khong biét, nhung con luong tam
ntia chi ? Cai ldm cdm tanh quan tu Tau
toi chua dut khoat.

Kho tam nht la viéc da roi, gidy to
da ky xong, méi lam sao day ? Phai lam
cach nao, phai trinh bay 1ap luén lam sao
cho thudn tai 6ng chdnh, xin huy buc
cong van da ky, doi lai bic phuc trinh
khac dé nghi phan nguogc lai viia khac
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y kién quan cht quén vua trdi mat thu
quan chanh cti Bartoli, nay déi lai xin
cho 6ng cai tong H., dugc ti€p tuc lam
viéc y nhu cii. Bac va chde, tién va do
xua, chung mi la gidong gi hai ta thé nay ?

Qua btia do, vo s6 toi dinh cam ho
so lén 6ng chanh nhung 6ng khong ra
khach tron buoi sang. Trua vé téi nudt
com khong vo.

Lac dé t6i con du thi gis goi buc tho
kia di, mdac cho su viéc tr6i theo dinh
mang, nhung t6i cling khong lam nhu
vay. Chiéu mudi sau gio, ong Pech co
mat, toi danh liéu xach ho so 1én va binh
tinh trinh bay tu sy v6i 6ng nhu vay :

— Thua 6ng, day la ho so 0ng cai tong
H, ma 6ng da xem xét roi. SG di tdi trinh
lai la vi tron dém t6i khong ngu, nghi lai
toi con qua ngay tho e khong dua tu cach
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dé quyét doan vé kha nang 6ng cai H.,
trong khi toi chua tudng tan vé suc khoe
va cach lam viéc ctia dng nay. Thu that
toi chua biét mdt 6ng H, ma chi vdi xin
cho 6ng vé huu chiéu theo giay td trong
ho so. Nay t6i dén yéu cau dng nhon mot
dip mai di gian dan sé dén tdn Cai Tau
thudng 1ay theo kinh nghiém cua ong
san c6 ma coi mdt Ong cai tong va ty 6ng
quyét doan lay viéc nay.

To6i dinh chac dng Pech sau khi nghe
toi noi nhu vay, sé ndi 1én mot tran 16i
dinh va bat téi t6i vi linh ctia ngudi, ngs
dau ong dé€ t6i ndi dit 16i roi 6ng dung
day bat tay toi, vo vai tdi ma rang :

— Toi khen thay d6. Xin thay gid y
tanh nét tot &y ma an & doi. Thay la mot
cong chtc tré tudi ma da c6 mot quyét
dodn nhut la mot can dam khac thudng.
Toi day la mot cong chuc gia da tung bi
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nguoi ta vi phe dang cho t6i vé huu mot
cach oan uc. Toi da bod ra hai nam tranh
tung va nay thang kién méi dugc tré vo
lam sau may nam bi treo gio vo c§. Nho
thay gan da giup toi ngay nay khoi lam
lac va cd dip gidi oan cho mdt cong chiic
cd 1é & trong tinh trang bi ham oan, bi
hiéu 1am nhu t6i thué no. Thay hay dé
ho6 so do lai cho t6i.

Co nhién 6ng H. khéi bi cach chuc,
nhung t6i mat cdp choe va ba tram bac.
Nhung do6i lai trong long toi thiy sang
khodi, dudng nhu céi nhe mot stic ndng
ngan can dé trén tim. V€ sau 6ng S., van
dugc 1én lam cai tong, 6ng H., roi ciing
dung 1é vé huu tham nién vo sy va ca hai
khong ngudi nao biét viéc toi da lam.
Viéc ndy toi chi tam tinh néi lai véi mot
ban qué c6 la anh Lam Vén Khon qué 6
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Binh Thuy (Can Tho). Khon day t6i nhu
vay :

— May 16n gan lam, dam néi di roi
ndi lai v6i ong chu tinh. Rai 6ng bat toi
mdi lam sao g& ¢ May chua biét dé€ tao
noi lai cho nghe. Tai toa bo Sa Béc nhu
hién nay thi :

S6 thué than la ngon nhiit va no da
nhit. Cd tinh moi bai chi (14 thué) thay
Qui xin nam cac thoi, trong tinh moi
nam ty du c6 hai chuc ngan dan dinh
dén tudi chiu thué, trong s6 ké so mudi
ngan dua biét diéu thi Qui so so cling
c6é ndm chuc ngan dong la té nhut, con
su6éng hon lam chu quén ;

S6 sanh y, moi tiém dau ndm di xét
ba ting, khong ké phan ong phé tham
bién lam chu tinh 6ng ta an bao nhiéu,
bam hay nhe, khong can biét tao day tao
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lam tho ky Uy ban, tao kiém ciling c¢ tu
muoi lam dén hai chuc ghim ;

S6 xuat khiu, thué than chiic, véi bay
bang cac chu va cha-va anh Quéi r6i anh
Lé. Anh Qudéi 6m vi it dn, anh Lé map vi
tap di, cing déu c6 moi nam mot s6 hué
lgi suéng hon cht dién, vi may cha Ba
Tau co tiéng la ngot nhut ;

S6 do ludng, mdi chiéc xe hoi thoi
khong ké, chi ké miy ngan chiéc ghe
trong tinh, moi chiéc muén nhap bo déu
c6 1é san, chu Néang rd6i chu Nam map
thay, nhung ho xach thudc di do roi tinh
thué ma khong dugc bao nhiéu khé bi
tui tao lam bai chi thué than va lam sanh
y ba tang ;

S6 giti bo trau bo, cling thé. Thay ky
Co coi vé bd nay co tiéng la ke re cac rac
nén thién ha gan cho thay danh ti “thay
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ky bo trau”, thi da hiéu ; tiéng tuy nghe
xau nhung dugc nhiéu tién ; quanh ndm
c6 mdy tram ngan, d6 dong mdi con mot

dong bac.

S6 cong nho lang thi ai cling biét lang
muon khai bij lam khé dé vi lang ¢6 cach
an cua lang thi cling phai chia lai v6i 6ng
phan Kinh, tuy 6ng la ngudi c6 dao duc,
moi saing moi doc kinh mdi chiéu méi
dap xe di nha tho ;

S6 hanh chanh vé 6ng huyén Hog, la
oai nhut vi tay mdt cta 6ng chanh tuc
gan mat trdi tuy nang tap co khi co6 chiing
nhung tau ra lau v6 cting do 6ng huyén.
Xin gidy sam sung xin vo b dén Tay thi
chai vi déu ngudi bi€t chuyén, nhung
may ong huong chiic mudn dugc vinh
thang huyén ham, pht ham, hodc muén
tién ct lam hoi dong tinh hay cu lam
sung bién, ban bién, pho tong déu phai
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doi mam c6 sap nhiéu bo Iu hodc c6i voi
dén ndi chuyén, lu va voi la gidy bac mot
tram buoi 4y, khong dam dung tiéng 1i xi
sg nhe thé quan, va dung danh tu “dang
banh sap’, nghe nhu lé cung than ;

S6 dién tho goi 1a s& dia bo, ong
huyén Danh cé tiéng la thanh liém,
nhung ciing khong tranh dugc nha giau
ho ty dang qua cap khi gao thom dau
mua, khi khac cam budi, xa-cu-ché hodac
cho muogn xe hoi hay khi 6ng lén chtc di
1€ thing quan that hiu ; 6ng khong doi
nhung tai dan muon, tl choi la that sach
vi e n6i mich long.

Nay may lam nghé phat tién cho linh
va thay gido trong tinh, mat tién thi co,
may lay du tui no6 la lang. Lau lau c6 mot
dip thi huéng, may lai lam cao khong
chiu tap, may thang lam mat thanh liém
1a may thang dai. May tudng may & sach,
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sé co ngudi khen, may khong biét 6ng
Bartoli tdp cé danh, 6ng da up bd cho
rang tu chtt quan dén lon-ton toa bo
déu dn hoi 16. Chinh 6ng chanh Bernard
trudc kia cd vg Viét con an cong khai hon
niia, dng c6 sam mot chiéc tam ban cho
linh cheéo dé danh rudc tu bén song mé
chg nhiing ai mudn sang song qua “nodi
chuyén” v6i ngai thi khoi tén tién do,
va ngai nhan 1€ tai trong dinh cho thém
phan kin ddo, ngai map cho dén mat
ban phai khoét 16 chtia cai bung nudc
leo ngai méi véi ky tén téi mdt giay to,
khi di tiéu phdi dung khan ban long kéo
nhu kéo don co ché tay ngai v6i khong
tGi tron, va khi 1én thang lau phai cd hai
tén tuy phdi d& cdi bung phé nang lén
thi ngai mdi budce lén nac thang dugc, y
nhu trén sin khau luc Bong Trac bude
1én xe loan hay 1én ngai rong. Riéng ong
chanh Le Strat van ngao man, goi may
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thay toa bo la long tong cd chot va goi
may 6ng chu quan la ca xa ca map toan
loai hodc an do hodc an ham. M6t minh
mdy muon sach qua la ngu hét choé noi.
Muo6n sach muén tu thi 1én nai Ta Lon
hay nui Co6 To. O cho phai theo chg va
& dau cting vay luon ludn phai biét tuy
thoi. May muon sach trong ddm do thi
hodc may sé bi ching 4m hai cho 4 khdu,
hodc thét r6i may phai do theo chung thi
mdi dugc yén than.

Khon dut 16i cudi xo0a roi bo qua.
Nghe vay toi nhé lai méi d6 c6 mot
hom, t6i lam tho ky thi su d4u gia cung
cap xang nhdét cho dia hat, c6 6ng bang
Ly Ung thay vi dong vao ngan khé tién
ky quy hai chuc dong, bdi gap qua nén
ong ghim mot t& gidy bac trong bao tho
nhu vay la thap 1€, khi man cudc dau,
ong Ly Ung khong thau dugc nén xudng
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phong but todn doi to gidy bac lai ; toi
trd 161 rang t6i khong thay, 6ng va toi noi
chuyén dang ca roi dua lén 6ng chanh
doi nai, to6i y y khong nhén s6 tién nay,
nhung 6ng Bartoli dua chung t6i trd lai
phong ddu gia, chi gid rac, t6i cui xudng
lugm phong bi Ly tng thi quad trong
bao tho da xé con to gidy 20$ rang rang.
Ong Bartoli cidi budc trd vé phong, viia
noéi : “Je croyais que cétait pour vous ?”
(Tudng day la tién danh cho thay !) Cha
me 6i | Té ra dng lai hiéu tién ay khong
phai la tién ky quy ma von 1a tién lo 16t
cho thay tho ky Uy ban va vi 6ng cé cam
tinh véi t6i nén co 1am nhu khong thay
dé toi co thi gio thau luom lai, néu 6ng
ghét toi thi da dung chiing va lam kho dé
toi luc khui mé bao tho kia roi.

Btic cong vdn xin sa thai, 6ng Pech ky
ngay 23 thang mudi moét, dén cudi nam
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ong con ma tiéc ti€p tan dai sam banh
nhon vién toa bo va chu quan. Nhung
sau tét tdy dng nga binh rdi dot ngdt tu
tran trén dudng dudng Grall ngay 11-2-
1930, vi binh dau tim bdc phat.

Tu d6 t6i dling dung. Téi van hu,
nhung chi muén hu mét minh va khong
mudn kéo 6ng ba cha me hu theo. Nami
1931 t6i dugc an mot phan gia tai ctia ba
Phu An dé€lai. Toi tré nén kha dén du gia
thi con an lic nhuc lam chi ? Téi mudn
an cho dang dn ngdat ndi khong ai cho.
Sau nay muon roi nén tu choi luon ché
cai hu van con chat chiia trong bung.

Nhiing trang trén toi viét vé vai cach
thic nhan héi 1o ctia cudc doi cong chiic
trao Phap thudc. Tai t6i song dai chua
chét, nay nghe tiéng bac tiéng chi cling
dang, nhung ciing phai d€ cho minh
oan, khong phai ca thdy déu hong hét.
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Ngay nay t6i da vé huu, khong khac mét
thang chét dudi dugc ctiu song, cho méc
quan 4o am ngdi dua mé song xem ké
khéc con chdi véi trong cudc ba dao.

Poc lai bai “Lao ky qui y” ctia 6ng
Ton Tho Trudng, toi ldy lam cam xuc véi
hai cau két thuc : “Ngoanh lai lau xanh
thuong nhiing ké, Tram luan chua thoat
ng hong nhan’, bat giac t6i x6t thuong
cho than phén cac can bd quoc gia bay
gi®, qua la cudi dau khdc han. Ngay xua
cong chuc da dén map thay, bo siia tran
tré, luong tuy it nhung nhé dong bac
16n, song con hon dién chu bac trung.
Ngay nay t6i nghiép cho ai, luong may
chuc ngan nghe 16n ma bao gao da hon
hai chuc. X4p ve nhu rép déi ma khi
can, nam dau bat gic phong biu cu,
com nudc ty tac ldy, dong qua ai nudi
cho hét ; dén khi ttic gian, nam dau ra
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chui. Ciing may chtii ddong vi con phong
sau nay xin may mot 14 tham. Ai an bam
& dau no béo thi nhd, cong chic thap
bé gia nhu khong biét va chi biét nghe
chung. Cling may khi chti, n6i dong dén
con Lac chdu Hong, thi dda chii véi dua
nghe cling cing mét dong giong. Toi nay
x6t xa muon hiéu dugc ndi long cua sudt
hon hai trdm ngan cong chuc nho, song
tam t6i tam bg kho cuc khap noi trong
XU, ti anh phu quét dudng, dn saing mot
g6i x6i NAM CHUC DPONG BAC khong
dt nhét ké rang, trua uéng nudc 1a chiéu
vé thon ba hét com ngudi, dén anh kha
hon mot chat, lam viéc noi téoa hanh
chanh hoac dé 1a da tu vién, hoac dé la
tho ky bién chép, dau la tong trudng bd
trudng phuong dién qudc gia, dau la phu
quét san rut nuéc ham cau, ciing déu la
cong bdc cua xa hoi, nhung téi cd cam
tinh nhiéu véi ké thap vi cot ti toi la mot
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tén phan gia véi cudn s6 hoi huu ty 1¢,
nhting chuc t6i kiém nhiém nhu gido su
dai hoc, quan tht Vién bao tang, to6i da
trd hodc cho ng ém trong ho so khong
nhac téi nita. Cac anh néu co bi chtii, ¢
toi nghe vé6i, khong chét chdc ai dau ma
sg, chi thuong hai gium chung cang 16n
hong cang ton duc. Toi da thay gan hét
roi. Dda giut mot 6 banh mi ché ché thi
bi gdi vao trai cai huynh, 6ng bat tham
nhiing ma qua tét day nha, dua hiu dé
thui, budi ngon chit dén thang hai van
con, ga vit day san toan l1a 1é mé ctia mén
sanh dang thay lay thdo. Theo t6i, moi
thudc roi giti ludbn quet may dat tién,
mugn sach rdi quén tra, déu la cach thic
ho6i 16 ma khong cho néi trang tén.

Dboi nay khong thi€éu chi ngudi can
bd trong sach vi bdm sinh ghét dn do
cling c6, hodc vi tanh nhuat nhat “sg 6ng
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cd” cling ¢6, hodc vi tanh “rét-16” ciing
o, nhung thay déu ké chung mét gio ca
me, vi dé gi phan biét nho va sach.

Ngudi nao hét tham lam dugc ngoi
chung véi Phat mdt ban. Nhung Phat
g0 trén ban van khong tranh dugc bon
gian tham lai gan cing vai. Chung tuéng
dang hoa hu¢ trang. hoa lai-don dat tién
r6i che day dugc luong tam. Ddi nay ta
nguy day ddy, Phiat Chua dau thém ngo.
Tu hanh ma dn yén an sam phai dgi ban
tay xinh xinh ctia may ba goa phu tré dut
t6i miéng, tu ma thich tom chua. Cé 6ng
trugc day tot phdm trong hang lai con
doi pham cao hon, mac 4o tia chua chiu
mudn doi mac hong y. MoOm ngam xi-ga,
ong ngoi xe tot ti xui Vang lén day tham
em & trong phu ndi, 6ng qud vang sao
c6 trang tri vuong phong danh cho 6ng
ton trén muoi triéu bac, chung bay hay
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dem ghé bo lai day cho ta ngoi”. Déu la
gia doi ca. Cang ca me dugc thé lai dam
ché ca chot an do. Hay di hoc lai thuyét
nhan vi. Khi mudn xay dung quoc gia,
biét thuong ti€c cua cong, 6ng tudng
v0 cO phan su git gin bd cdi, 6ng quan
van cé trach nhiém dem com no 4o 4m
cho dan, nhung ché quén bét xa xi xuat
duong, b6t ti€p tan lang phi, mot tén cu-
li biét khoa nude chay du va tat den phai
lac ciing da dugc cam on. Nhung ngudi
lam 16n réi ca tung giém pha ma ca va
lap miéng em, quén minh trudc khi hoa
budém van la con sau bo lac ngic. Nhung
phan td tot con lai : mac dau bi 161 ndng
nhe, xin ché nga long ; hay nudt tii quén
buon, trach nhiém véi thé nhi con doé.
Thuong hai thay cho ké nao nay an trén
ngdi troc, quang mat dn tham dé€ gay
tiéng xau mang chung trong gidi quan
truong.
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Lai danh khinh miét ddam nhé dan
cai, gié rach d& nong tay, lai quén rang
trong mot xa hoi khong khac trong mot
cai may dong ho, thi€u mdt con chét nhé
hay la khi banh xe con khong dn khép
v6i banh xe 16n, cd by may tinh vi déu té
liét, dung tuéng minh la kim vang trén
mat dong ho chay dugc minh én.

Stc chiu dung 1a moét diic tanh tot
ctia nguoi cong chic thap hén, quen bi
hi€p, nhung xin ding thdi chi. Vui véi
gia dinh, mot ngay kia trdi lai sang.

Toi binh sanh ghét dao duc gia ma
danh hom nay noi chuyén trié€t ly suong.
Nhung may ai nghe 16i mét cong chiic
gia da vao tudi phé thai.
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9. NEP SONG DAN TA

AN THIT BO GIA TREO O DAT
SET - NHG THAI VIEM LOI (HOI
DONG LY).

Toi nhé c6 nhan thi nay 6ng da
khong con. Toi khong muon viét tén cac
c6 nhan ting quen biét va thich nhau, vi
cd ngudinodi e dung cham téi ngudi song.
Duy téi mu6n nhac nhung an nhan cta
toi, va con ngudi nhu sau bay gic dau dét
duoc van kiém khong ra.
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Néam 1928, tdi dbi vé lam phat ngan
vién tinh Sa Puc. C6 nhan luc ay lam
nghi vién dia hat, Phap goi conseiller
provincial hodc conseiller de province,
khong c6 luong, duy modi nam c6 hoi hai
ky ban cdi s6 cong nho hay viéc gi trong
hé, thi c6 cip tién hién hiiu, moi ngay cé
mdt 1a may chuc dong bac, c6 6ng cho dé
lanh, 6ng khac “ttia kha” (dai ca) cho lai
nhan vién téa bo. Nha 6ng & lang My An
Hung, ndm na goi bat Sét dng la ngudi
Minh Huong nhung néi tiéng Viét rat
sanh, ho Thai, cao 16n dénh dang, dau
hét téc ngan chai dung diing ki€u ban
chai tdim ngua, lam cho voc nguoi thay
thém cao. Luon luén c6 moét nu cudi trén
moi. Khinao xuéng chg Sa DBéc, 6ng ngodi
xe Hotchkiss mui tran, xe [én ciu sat van
déi ram ram tiéng kén xe quen lam cho

9. Nép séng ddn ta



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 429

anh em ctiu cd* trong toa bo miing nhu
tring s6 nho.

Tanh 6ng khi khdi cang cudng ua
t€ khon pho nguy, diéu t6i phuc nhit la
ong giap ai it cho ngudi ay biét. Tanh 6ng
lai rat ngot, em ut dn suong mén Ong va
hdng deo theo 6ng, dlia nao ciing gianh
goi “Ba, ba” ngot x6t. Ong vudt ddu moi
dda, mién cudi véi 6ng la cé tién i xi,
néu ong vudt ma thi li xi cang hau, néu
ong vo, khéu hay dap tay nhe nhe vao cho
ban toa tron tron ctia dda nao thi miéng
ong viia cudi viia xin 16i viia méc bép lay
ra mot t& gidy con cong (nam dong bac
thud dé) dan vao moi va cdm khong cho
cam on mat tiéng nao.

*

24 Anh em ctiu ca la tiéng ndi choi : ca thay chin an hem
(ctiu ca), bat chudce trong truyén Tau “Tiét Nhon Quy chinh
dong” goi nhom chin ngudi Ti€t Nhon Quy, Chau Thanh,
v.v... la bon cua ca.
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Tinh Sa Déc tuy chu vi nho bé hon
cac tinh khdc ctia mién Nam nhung
ddc sac xinh tuoi rat xing véi my danh
ngudi Phap buoi trude da tang “le jardin
de la Cochinchine” (vudn cdy dn trdi ctia
dat Nam ky). Ngay nay vi tri quéan sy va
hanh chanh da bién Sa Déc tré nén mot
quan ly phu thudc hay sap nhap véi tinh
Vinh Long®, hay la da phuc hoi nguyén
vi nhu trudc, viéc nay cling nhu viéc tinh
Bac Liéu ra sao t6i xin mién nghi noi day
vi toi da vé huu va khong theo dai dugc.
Bai nay toi chi mudn xoay vé “nép séng
dén ta va nép phong luu 16i xua ctia mién
Nam may chuc nam vé trudc.”

V6i mét xi vén khéo bao boc bai
con song Tién Giang noi hudéng dong
va song Hau Giang noi hudng tay, bay

25 Béy gio la mot phan cta tinh Dong Thap.
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gio bi xén b6t quan Cao Lanh cii d€ bién
thanh tinh md&i Mdc Hda, thi chu vi Sa
béc cang dugc thu gon lam mot vung
rong rdc mau Viét va dan cu cang it lai
mau Tau mau Mién hon cac tinh Hau
Giang khac.

L6i ndm 1927-1935, Sa Déc ntc
tiéng la mot tinh cing coi ddm dn dam
noéi dan di nhdt & Nam ky. Nhon vat doi
dé trong tinh gom nhiing ngudi doc déo,
stic hoc Phap van rét cao, ti du 6ng Ddc
Trang, 6ng Doéc phu Lé Quang Hién,
nho hoc cé 6ng Ct V6 Hoanh, 6ng Dédng
Thuac Liéng, khi khai xa giao rdng c6 bac
si Pham Vdn Ngdi, dn choi tai t thi co
héi dong H6 Quang Cénh, va 6ng nghi
vién Thai c¢6 nhan ma téi mén tiéc nhac
lai bang bai niy. To6i mién ké nhiing nhan
vat khac nhu 6ng Huynh Thuén sanh ra
cau Huynh Thty Lé, nhu Nguyén Vin
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Théang lam x4 trudng dugc phong huyén
ham, dam an choi va vi ¢6 mot bop phoi
16n hon ctia bat ct ai nén chang t6i tdng
riéng la 6ng huyén “Nop’, cling ngudi
xu Dat Sét. Ddc biét 1a cac nha nay déu
nau an khéo 1éo ; moi nha ngon hay
moi cach. Nhu muon thudng thic mén
heo con dut 16 thi chi cu bi nuéc da roi
ghé 10 gach hdi dong Canh & mé song
cai, dudng 10 Sa Déc xuong bén do My
Thuén. Tinh coi heo cui thud ay gia con
ré hon con ga con vit d&i nay. Mot con
heo stia (cochon de lait), nhic dén bat
thém chay nudc miéng, mdt con viia stic
dn cua ba bén ngudi manh dan ma gia
chua dén ba dong bac (3$00) doi dy, con
nao ngon lanh va da trong gia bon dong
ngoai la cung. Cling thoi dy, mot dia l6n
tai nha hang danh tiéng Sai Gon 1a nha
Yeng Yeng, mot miéng thit heo con bang
ba ngon tay don véi rau cach xon (cres-
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son) va quay theo di¢u ma ni, Phi Luat
Tan goi 1a “la Manille”, ngon hét ¢c6 ma
gia chi c6 bon cac bac (0$40) ! Nhung
ong hoi dong Canh Sa Déc con cé cach
cho minh &n mét mon heo quay con
ngon hon niia. S6 la moéi lan ham rudt 1o
gach, khi dén ky dut chum Itia vi gach da
chin gan lay ra khdi 16 dugc, khi 4y dng
ngoi xe nha Hotchkiss chay lai toa bo ra
anh em ctiu ca bon t6i dén tan 16 gach
thudng thiic mén heo quay ddc biét nay.
Moi lan nhu véy toi biét chac sé cung lot
dudng, sé thua thin cdu it ntia 1a doi ba
chuc bac nhung t6i khong bao gis tiéc
tién d€ phai nhin mot tha an choi khong
con niia. Tuy theo s6 quan khach, 6ng sé
sai gia dinh lam heo stia duc 10 (xin nhé
day 1a 10 gach). Trudc tién 6ng bay tiéc
rugu khai vi, luén ludn sang trong va
dang mot thud ay 1a rugu cognac Mar-
tell pha v6i nuéc cd hoi bot hiéu Perrier,
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ly that dang do mdt coOng-xio-ma-xidng
(consommation), cuc nudc da cho that
trong va that 16n lau tan, nén nhé lac
ay may lanh frigidaire chua cé nhiéu va
cling chua cé dién dé ma xai cho dt. Méi
ban c6 bon thuc khach thi 6ng phong ho
nguyén mot con heo stia, heo cao got
sach 16ng roi, mo bung ldy do long dé
riéng khuya niu chdo, sap heo 1én dia
ban hét xoai (hinh bau duc) dat 1én mam
cay kiéu Tau hinh ch@ Nhut, xong rdi sai
tré lap thé than dung van dé mam heo
1én, cho mam chun tét vao gitia 10 gach
con néng roi dé van va mam lai do, xong
xuoi rdi bit ctia 10 lai thét kin, d€ nhu vay
day qua tro tiéu khién khac. Trong khi
hoi nong con lai caa 10 chd lay gach ra,
“luyén” mdy con heo stia, bién 16p da non
thanh mon dn gion khiu, va bién cac gio
cang mong thanh nhiing mén nham nhi
gion rum va bién thit heo to thanh thuc
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an ngot lim thom phung phtic thom mui
ngt vi huong pha véi mui tau ha dé va
chao do ctia cac chu Ba Tau sanh doi.
Tom da tuci dang nhay soi s6i, con nao
con ndy xach ndng tay, gach day dau, can
vao miéng béo vo song, thém dugc gid
dong thdi lai rai, lai ntia gia ré 6i 1a ré,
ngay nay nhac lai y nhu la néi déc.

Théi c6 nhan mdi dn tom trén rudng
ndi nudc thi phai biét : Blia 1én Dat Sét
chung t6i di hai xe : chat chong gan hai
chuc lang, toan 1a bgm?*® “pha cta” tic
bon manh dn, gidi tai nuot sach dia ma
khong biét nhau, rat thu nghich véi “bom
ve chai” dn thi it ma ndc nhu ha chim,
mang ham ndi ma quén dia va t6 da bi
bon kia vét rdo. Nhu da néi, vi chua an
bo gid tréo, nén Thdi huynh khong dua
ching t6i vé nha, va danh budi viéng

26 dung theo tiéng long 1a “pha moi”.
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Thai gia trang vao moét dip khac.

Hom ay, Thai vién ngoai cho két ba
be ghe tam ban, ct hai chiéc két lam mot
be, trén c6 tha van day rat trong lam lua
hay dung lam mait bé that bing phing
udc suc khiéu va trén ay con dugc, ba
doan ghe dau lam ba diém hinh tam
gidc, doan thu nhut co trdi chiéu danh
cho cac tai ti hoa nhac va ca cac bai cai
luong trt tinh, that du duong ; doan thu
nhi gan doan trudc trén mat van go cd
dé hai ban vudng cé dén khi da treo sang
ruc va day l1a dai ban doanh cua tam tay
thién ctiu mac tinh “tung thién*” hay
“tiéu con sam cay’.

Mot doan tht ba dong dé6 mot noi
khuét tich tuy van tham gia cudc choi
nhau déy la ti€u dia nguc danh cho khach
27 Hai danh tii ndy la tiéng chuyén mon trong diéu choi thin

cdu. Tung thién la di cay bai 16n nhtit va tiéu saim cdy nhu cac
té tiéu cay nho nhit.
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muén “bat cdp” tach roi ra bang xudng
dé tham hiém Thién thai, vi trén hai xe
chiing t6i van cé ni tién Chg Con thap
tung, va doan tam ban thd ba nay ching
toi dat la noi danh 1am thi pha va cho di
tim van kho. Ngoai xa va chung quanh
ba doan ndy, ding dang theo bd mau
rudng, thay lam dom nhting sao, xem ky
lai do6 la doan thuyén con ctia dién phu
bién lam ngu phu, dua nhau ciu tom dé
hién cho chung t6i thudng thic. Thuyén
nao cau dugc kha nhiéu thi danh mot
hoi chuong “thting thiéc” ra hiéu. Chung
thuy tha cua ba be tam ban doan nao le
tay thi chong ghe be lai dé lay tom ve,
doan nao cham lut thi ran ché dip khac.
Trén moi thuyén két be déu co sap dat
san, nao 10 lta d€ nudng tdém, nao rau
song ca mdy ro 16n, nao banh trang,
banh da cd may chong, cé thi dé kho
c6 thi nhing nudéc san dé quan khach
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dung tuy s& thich. V€ nuéc cham c6 da
m4ay thd : thi nudc mam nhi Phu Quéc
goi nuéc mam hon, thi tuong Tau, thi
tuong ta, cai thi tuong ddc biét chuyén
mon ctia nha anh Tdm Hoai trinh bay
ra day, lam bang tuong Tau pha ché véi
chdo niu bang khoai mon dé danh cham
chao tom va nem nudéng, cé thu that cay
va thu khong giam 6t, cho téi ngay nay
toi chua gap mot biia tiéc vui va chu ddo
dén buc nay. Mac khach mac cha dua
nhau gianh giut tdm con nhay soi séi roi
td minh nudng lay ma dn, ngudi nao xau
ching doi thi tu chong thuyén di tranh
dau tom tuci ctia nhiing xudng viia cau
dugc, ké nao lam mat quan tt doi chung
dang t6i miéng thi hay chiu kho ngdi cudi
guong nuodt nudc bot ngd ngudi khac én,
nhung ddi qua ho ciing lam can, thét roi
cling ra tay gianh giut nhu ai méi du no,
quén minh ban nay con la dan chi phu
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mau ma nay trong canh dong vang dém
thanh da 16 nguyén hinh la Tru Bat Gi6i
trong Tay Du dang dua gion, xa ba xa,
v6i may con nhén qué 6 Chg Con va 6
nga ba dudng Vinh Long noi quan mo
c6i Ba Chi! Thiét la mot bita com tap thé
binh dan ran doi : “Lam cach sach ruot
lam chudt no long !”

Toi da ndi ngay nay t6i con mén Sa
Déc vi chdng biét sao tii 4y dén nay toi
an tom nudng da nhiéu noi nhung chua
gdp noi nao ché nuéc mam chdm ngon
nhu & Sa Déc.

T6i da noi téi con nhé mai tinh nho
Sa Déc than yéu, vi t6i c6 cdm tinh nhiéu
vGi xU nay la noi téi dau quan sau khi
lam sdu nam noi Trudng Mdy Sai Gon,
va mot 1€ 1a vi tdnh tham an thtc ngon
ma Sa Déc c6 nhiéu :
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a) Mén la miéng la nem nudng
chay lam bdng chudi chat thé cho thit
heo nhung khi tuong cham that ngon
thi mén nem nuong chay nay cd thua
gi nem nudéng Hué ? Toi tling ném ndén
ndy tai nha thay cai c¢6 dai nhon Lé Van
Kinh cyu cai téng (Ca bé can) An Thanh
ha, va moi lan nhé gia quyén nay la nhé
cac ban ct : Lé Van Chiéu, Truong Tan
Ngan.

b) Mén an dé lam, chi can c¢6 tép that
tuoi thi dd ngon la goi cudn banh trang,
nhung géi cudén nha anh H6 Vin Thong,
ngoai goi anh Nam Chudt, lam x€p quan
doc phu luc 16 Trudng tién nén ciing goi
doc cong Chudt, goi cudn nay thi tuyét.
Anh Nam c6 nhan la ngudi tot, tanh tinh
vui vé, miéng an trau tit toét khi ndi ti€u
lam phun nudc miéng phéo pheo ; nha
anh Ndm & ngay san chg Tan Quy Dong,
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ba cdn trét la noi lu hdi ngay dém cta
bon nay, khi thin cdu khi nhau nhet. Anh
Nam c6 nhan cho t6i mugn tién, giup do
ngat nhung t6i nhé nhu chén com Phiéu
mau,

¢) Mon an dac biétlam bang tom quét
thanh chao bé mia nuéng va mot mon
goi tom goi tom bdp thau?, thi téi ddm
chac, khong dau ngon bang nha anh Ho
Van Hoai, nay con manh khoe nhung da
gia lam, trén tdm muci*’, ngoai goi Phan
Hoai, Tam Hoai thudc vong téc ho Ho 6
Sa Déc ¢cb cuu.

Ba nha nay c6 mét bi quyét sé trudng
l1a mén nudc mam chdm va tuong. Khi
an tom lam chao, goéi cudn hay bop thau,
tron goi véi sua gion, can thiét nht 1a

28 Thau : goi bop gidm ; bop thau = bdép goi, lam goéi ; lam
nham lam thau ; lam nem lam goi. (D.N.Q.A.T.V. Huynh
Tinh Cua)

29 Nam 1978 t6i hay tin Tam Hoai da mat.
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phéi c6 tuong that ngon. Cac ba cac co
& Sa Déc hoc dugc nghé gia truyén ché
tuong cham rat khéo lam bang che déu
nanh hay bang khoai mon nau chin quét
cho nhuyén trén véi tuong Tau dai con
nguyén hot dau tuong, nhung lam sao
biét dugc bi quyét cua thi tuong “d4n mot
miéng dau sa dia nguc” cling danh ay ?

Con toém cang xdi Sa Péc nay van
con nhiéu, nhung cau dém cau khuya
khong dugc vi thiét quan luat, cai thu
an tom nudng trén rudng mua nudc ndi
khong lam sao cho tai dién dugc trong
khi trong nudc chua bai bé linh cam xé
dich va lam viéc ngoai dong ban dém.

Muoén an tom, theo t6i, phai xuong
mién H4u Giang an tom tuoi bat song,
ché tom udp lanh trong nudc dé4, an
khong thay thu.
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Chung t6i v6 nha ngdi viia yén cho,
nudc da viua dua ra nha sau chia nho 1a
da thay rugu Tay da hiéu sang sap bay
la liét day ban va c6c pha 1é thid chanh
hiéu crystal mua & hang Grands Ma-
gasins Charner 16ng lanh chép nhodng
chia ding mdt phan cong-xom-ma-
xiong Martell-Perrier dam mau vang
vui mat. Cha don hot ga 1on trai vai ra
thét khach. Day 1a trung ap tai trai, tu
mua san cd, khong phai cia mua ma sg
pha bung. Ong bay ban vuong noi hang
ba, moi khach ra choi ba song thin cau,
muoi hai tay, cdc quan chu quén va ong
huyén tré vi giti thé thong nén ngoi ban,
tan gau chuyén nang mua, khong danh
bai. Nhung gia chuyén dén dau, noi thét
cling phai chdn, va tiu lugng cao dén
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buc nao, lam hai ly c6i rugu ngon, san
bung déi, cting phai mat d6 hao quang.
Via lac ay nghe tiéng xi xao, do la tam
vi tién ¢d tU mé sdng gidng tran, vi chu
gia cé sang kién dung ghe ban 16ng sai
di rudc tu sing s6m, moi tién ndi & mot
dong riéng va dén sang mai sé lanh moi
vi nam ty (5$00) bac gidy cta nha bang
Dong Phéap. Tién von c6 tanh huén dai
khéc tuc, nén khong voéi chi di phé hoi,
con son phan an qua doc dudng, néu
rudc bang xe thi hao xang lam. Chao hdi
nhau xong, tuc nhiéu hon tién, c6 ong
da nga nga say, hdi chu gia phai chédng
day la biia tiéc Cong Quynh, vi nhdu mai
ma chua thdy don an. Cha nha khong
tra 161, duy moi khach tam xén bai, tién
va khach chiu khé budc theo dng ra sau
hoa vién, noi ti€u giang san ho Thai. Va
day la mot cadnh du nguyét dién kim thai
c6 that, do t6i muc kich ché khong phai

9. Nép séng ddn ta



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 445

thay trong bu6i chiém bao :

Trong mét vudn cam rong 16n dang
tr6 bong, huong cam ntc mii, va sang
nhu ban ngay vi trén diu con trang ram
dang gidn vdi 14 xanh, lap loe lat bac nhu
tam tranh cta tho troi gia pha but, dudi
ndy giang giang trén canh cay treo dai
theo nhiing con 16 dat la nhiing den giay
Nhuyt Ban thi dua dnh sdng v6i nhiing
ngon den Tito-Landi thap mang song
chéi sang ruc noi cac nga thap tu, gan
bén moi cdy cdu nhd. Nay gi¢ tam vi
tién c6 da chia nhau theo 16i vién ngoai
cht xudng, diing tht bon ctia ai tic bon
cdy cau van bac noi lién nhau trén bén
muong cau, moi cau co hai c6 va do chia
tién 1a Mudi Cu cam dau. Trén moi con
16 dat, gitia 1a dudng di hai bén trong
cam vua cao khoi dau va da co trai doc
dai theo, hai bén liép nay la muong cau
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day nudc 1é dé t6i mat li€p, muong nay
dd hai thudc bé ngang van nuoi ca tdom
tha sung tha sen, chd bong trang, chd
bong hong bong tim dua nhau dua téi
dua lui nhu cui dau chao khach. Cau
viing chac, bé dai d¢ hai thudéc c6 hon,
nhung bé ngang cau chi ba tdc mat, lam
bang gb sao day dén nam phéin gém ba
tdm van gac dau nhau theo kiéu tam son
tam cap: hai tdm 16t hai dau cau thi thép,
tdm gitia bac cao hon mot buc dé€ cho
xuong hai mudng va guong sen qua lai
dé dang. Gia thu ngay nao binh thudng
tinh tdo thi cdu ban nho hon ntia chung
toi cling di qua cai moét, chdp nhu an com
btia. Nhung hom nay vi rugu qué ngon,
moi ngudi chung t6i da cé6 mdt hay hai
ly c6i Martell-Perrier 16t bung trong,
cho nén stic chd méi ngudi da kham, ai
sao toi khong ro, riéng phan toi, hai vé
nang dudng “da deo”. Con cdu tuy viing
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tuy ngay, nhung moi 14n budc lén, cdp
gio chan nai d4 chan cheo mdi chuéng !
Khach va chu bung reo trong chién, nga
nga nua say nda tinh, noi ti€p nhau di
trén con 16 dit. Ong vién ngoai vifa cudi
vtia lé phép, xin dugc “tién vi cht” gianh
di trudc dé dan 10, d€ roi “hau vi khach”
chung t6i coi theo dng ma noi got theo
sau. Tu day bat dau cudc thudng thiic bo
gia tréo theo kiéu Hoi dong Ly & My An
Hung, Dat Sét : di tién phuong dan 10 la
Thai Viém Lgi ; va kiéng lao dac trang,
tuan ty theo sau noi dudi nhu bay kién
la : 6ng doc pha Lai Vung, 6ng méc do
dai sa tanh théu bong bac, mang kiéng
gong vang cang lam ting vé hoc gia ra
phét. K€ dén la 6ng cht quéan chau thanh
la ngudi sanh séi da tling ném mon thit
bo nudéng nguyén con nay rodi, thém ong
c6 tanh can thin uong rugu it, nén luén
ludn Ong giti viing dia ban. Tiép theo
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l1a 6ng Dang Thuc Liéng va 6ng Trudng
Van Hanh, déu binh an vo su. K& dén la
ong Phu Cao Lanh nh¢ stic manh nén
tinh than khong doi, ké ntia la 6ng huyén
dau phong 6ng Chanh, méi ngay nao bi
trét nudc hoa trén dau, nay may thoi vo
su, va by do via may tii Ha Noi, tu dau
chi cudi, khong mét chat do, qua 6ng la
ngudi cé ban linh, tuong lai con nhiéu,
Cdi dudi con trudng xa nay la chung toi
goém theo trinhé : H6 Van Thong tu Nam
Chuot, Ho Van Hoai, Lé, Khon, Sén, Tot,
Ning, Nam, Ding, T6t, Chiéu, Quéi, An,
Gioi, Quan Tién, Quan Tap, Doi Huong
va Cai Nhu. Theo cach néi duoi di mot
doc dai nhu con ran lam vay, chung toi
la bon tré lay lam buc, rugu cang tham
gio cang mém chung toi cé diia da tham
trach dai ca vién ngoai hom nay sao tré
ching, choi cai kiéu gi khong binh dan
chut nao... Nhung sau nay khi tan cudc
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vé nha, tham mat mdi nghi ra cdi ngon
sdu sac cua Thai vién ngoai Dat Sét. Hom
ay ong thi ra may chuc chai rugu, va mot
con bé to gia hai chuc bac, ma 6ng mua
tiéng khen nhac doi. Nhu da ndi vudn
cam vla rong viia chltia mot con duong
bao ngan ven bién nhu hinh cht Nhut,
cd liép trong cdy dn trdi va c6 muong cau
dé x6 nudc phén thay nudc pht sa Song
Cai, lay phan bén cho cay mau phat.
Khoang gitia vudn nay la mot miéng dat
kha rong, theo 16i vién ngoai, ché ndm
sau dat dé dat vi dng sé dem trau vé cam
noi day, cho dit mau cliing, nim sau dng
sé cat 1én day mot lam dung lta, mua dé
khong, ong sé dung lam 16p hoc tam cho
con tré trong xdm, vao mua nudc lut va
mot khi lua da ban roi. Nhung do la viéc
hau lai, hi¢n thdi 6ng dit 6 trung tim
mot cai léu bang vai that I6n, lat ntia day
chung ta sé vao day an tiéc chdo long bo
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va thudng trang cho dén sang, thin ciu
va xi phé gi ty y. Tiéc bo gid tréo chinh
thic, ong khong bay noi trai mat nay,
va ong nghi ra cach thuc di vong quanh
theo con dé c6 dia tién giit i noi cac dau
cau va duoi cau cho thém vui. Theo 16i
ong noi, chi cé cach nay la én dugc ngon
miéng, nhi€u va hing khéi, vi tu minh
phuc su cho minh, d4p dung cau "tay lam
ham nhai" va muén néi "tu luc canh
sinh" cling dugc.

Con bé to dugc thui vang luém va
hién dang dugc lan tron trén mot Ong
truc sit quay vong vong trén ltia than
chdy riu riu, hai dau cay truc dét trén bon
cay tre don dat gia tréo hai cay moi dau,
nén goi “bo giad treo” Chat md béo cta
con bé roi xeo xeo xuong than hong lam
chung t6i tinh hon lai. Mui ngti vi huong
va m& khét phat vao mii tling ludng gio6
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lam cho quan khach tinh minh thém, ai
sao minh vay, tuy buéc khong may viing,
nhung thay con bo thui dang ndéng, ké
bén c6 dé san dao thét, thi lam thé nao,
cling phai lét cho t6i dé lam mo{t mach
cho dugc méi nghe ? Ai thich dn séng
cho thém b6, sdng viia viia hay an that
chin thi tuy y cti lya chd nao minh thich,
14y dao théo cat thit tai chd. Nhung chua
an dugc. Kh6 mot diéu la nuéc mam
cham lai d€ noi goc xa dang kia, ai gap
muon ngon thit lat 1€o thi cu viéc ; bang
muon dn man moi thu vi thi lai phai cat
budc di theo dudng do vién ngoai qua
cau khap khiéng va ran di téi chod co
nuéc mam ném tdi 6t hay nuéc mam
hon cé ca cudng chanh thom, hodc nudc
xi dau, muoi tiéu, maggi du thi. Chang
toi khach du tiéc, ké mac au phuc, ké van
quoc phuc, may 6ng quan va cai doi lon
ton toa bo thi mdc quan phuc ka ki vang,
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déu dugc dédn trudc phai gitt lam sao di
cho ngay ngan, nhtit1a git dling té xuéng
nudéc, rui sa chan lot xudng muong cau,
khong dugc bo cudc va phai leo 1én 16 di
trd lai trén con cau thu thach nay, ngudsi
nao bo cudc sé dugc ting la dan ba mac
yém, con thua cac c6 dung gac dau cau,
va mdc y da thua cudc thi hay lam Tu
Ma Y, nhuc nhi lai ng6i chd noi choi bé.
Nhung dai pham da c6 rugu lam nu, thi
c6 ai ma chéng 1én mit anh hung ? Ong
Lai Vung mé dudng dan dao, theo sat
chan vién ngoai la huéng 16 vién. Vién
ngoai ttu lugng co thia, lai nia biéu
dién tai sdn nha, nén may doi lam ké cua
Ong da sap dat.

Ong Lai Vung khoan thai bu6c dén
cay cau thu nhét thay c6 ban nho dé mot
chit “Dong”. K€ bén cau mot cod tré nhtit
trong hang bai tién, dau dé téc ngan nhu
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sinh vién méi ra trudng, nhoén miéng
cudi duyén va lay kep sat gap khan ndng
hap trong nudc hoa thom cung kinh
dang 1én truéc mit. O ! Hay qud ! Mt
dang hting vi rugu, cé san khan néng rut
hoi men ra b6t thi cé gi suéng bang ! Ong
Lai Vung miéng né nu cudi tuoi lai nhu
buoi thanh xuan, chi tiéc bi may cdi rdng
bit vang lam gidm bét cdi nho phong dao
cot. Ong véi 14y khan lau mit lau tay roi
bé v¢ tra khén lai cho gai, cham rai budc
qua cau trét lot. Qua téi dau cau bén kia
hién ra mot nang tién dep khong thua
nang trudc, tay cam tréng nho giong lén
ba tiéng thanh thanh, bao tin cho hai vi
tién noi cau ké dé du bi dén ti€p nhiing
chang Luu Nguyén. C4u nay thiy dé chi
“Bac’, tlc di vong tron tii dong sang bac.
Mot nang hoa khoi duyén dang chuc san
trao cho khach mot ly nhé Cognac sec
thudng cong di ngay ngan, hé miéng cudi
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duyén mdi quan tt can boi. Khong udng
s¢ mat long, ran uéng ma thuyén tinh da
ché day rugu manh. Khach udng roi tién
bén kia thau ly lai trd vé bén nay nhu ct
: miéng chuic cau “Quy nhon thugng 16
binh an”. Thay cach ti€p dai thanh nha
nhu thé chung t6i di dang sau cang non
trong bung, trong mau dén phién minh
khéu mot cai, thudng thic chung rugu
cd gai dep dang dén tan moi. Ong Lai
Vung budéc dén dau cau thu ba chit “tay”
dé trudc mat. Noi day c6 mot co6 tudi do
d6i muoi, c6 tay tron nhugng chi, véi
lya trén ban mot miéng banh trang, mot
md rau thom, 1é phép dang trudc mit,
liéc mat dua tinh nhu md&i moc : “Xin
quan hay di lai gan con bé ! Xin quan ty
lya 1dy miéng nao quan thich, cat lay va
t¢ minh thudéng thuc, chic quan ngon
miéng !” Nhung dn thudng sao dugc vi
chua c6 niéc mdm cham kia ma ! Ong
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Lai Vung san budc dén ai chot la cau
huéng “Nam” noi tran tht ctia c6 Mudi
Cy, ni tién chua dong. Cuy tién cd vi cam
dau nén git phan chu chot, quoc tay la
nudc mam, khong c6 d€ cham thi miéng
thit lat 1éo nuot sao vd ? Nhung khdi lo,
& day nhu da noi, cé dua thu nudc cham
ti mam ném thom ngot dén nudc mam
hon ddc biét. Roi trd lai Dong kiéu so
mot, c6 nudc hoa rta tay, co khan thom
lau miéng, roi qua Bac kiéu lay rugu, qua
tay kiéu nhan thit, qua Nam kiéu cham
vao nudc mam, thudng thiic mén thit bo
gid tréo ! Nhu con ran can duéi, khach va
chu danh tran dang xa dugc ba vong vo
su, ngudi nao ngudi ndy déu han hoan,
cao hing dén tot do, cudi ndi nhu bap
rang, ca thdy déu khen 6ng vién ngoai
céd mdt sang kién méi mé, va dai dn cach
nay, dau c6 té xudng nudc dau bi tién cd
lay nhanh hué thuéng don ciing suéng !
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Viia nghi thdm dén dé, bong nghe mot
tiéng bom, day lai xem, té ra doi hau cén
ong Chanh tén goi Quén Tién, da thao
xai (khoi dau), trugt chan xudng ao sen.
Ca doan déu dung lai cudi rd, chd bac
quan leo 1én, théi bo lai dau cau, co gai,
quén tién cd nho, quy xudng lay khan
sach lau giay, vuot y phuc lai ngay ngan,
ong quan khong 16 vé gian, budc lén cau
di thdng qua bén kia, mot c6 khéc gia
b trach yéu, lay nhanh hué tuoi gat nhe
ban toa 6ng nhu tudng tién quéd so ngudi
vung vé. Ca bon déu cudilan chiéng, 6ng
cling cudi theo, vui vé ca ddm. Nhung
qua khéi cau rdi, 6ng quan khong dugc
thudng ba tiéng trong chuc “thugng 16
binh an’, lai nghe ba ti€ng g6 tang (gd vao
thanh tréng) qua nhién bao tin cé ngudi
bi phat y nhu ttu linh san cé. Trong luc
ay chu va khach déu hling chi hang say vi
rugu khong khac con ga da do, mé tran
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da quén thoi. Nhung dén day ong vién
ngoai la ngudi giau kinh nghiém, khong
kéo nhay cudc vui va dé€ tranh tiéng lan
khan sam s&. Ong mdi quan khéach buéc
vao nhap tiéc noi nha mat. Con bé thui
dugc triét xudng, xéo thai ra nhiéu dia
16n va don chung 1én ban véi moén chdo
long bo dic biét an vé6i guing cay, long
non l& lach, khdn ban xuong sun gan
gion. Ti¢c kéo dai v6i nhiing song thin
cau va xi phe dén ga gay sang chua thoi.

Khachraveé contiéc, quén hét chuyén
ong quan bi don, nhung vé nha rdi ai
ndy déu giau nhem viéc cung tién sdng
pho hoi, duy van, khi gap nhau khen mai
buoi chdo gidilao va con bo gia tréo Thai
Viém Lgi cé tién chu6c rugu.

Tai but — Mai vé€ sau, gap lai Thai co
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nhan, 6ng n6i hom 4y, chung t6i 1a cd
chot long tong, néu cd té xudng nudc
khong xau, vi 1a ngu thuy tuong phung
I Ong chi mong buc dan chi phu mau,
hang cam can ndy muc roi xudng méi
1a khodi. Tuy vay dan médt choi mét chut
cling da, khong nén choc ho gian mich
long. Ong noi trong Nam, khong thiéu
gi tha dn choi ky thd, nhu miét Soéc
Trang, Hoa T4, cd 16c nudng trui, bo dat
sét nguyén con ludn va vay, chim se sé,
chang nghich, 6c cau, d€ nguyén va long,
lay dat sét bé lai, thay vd dong rom dang
chay dé canh laa ban dém, khi rom lun
tan, ldy ra dap vo dat, lay thit kep banh
trang chdm nudc mam an ngot x5t khong
gi thd va ngon bdng.

Ciing nhu thit bo, thit trau, khi nga
an khong hét, d€ nguyén dui vui vao dat
bun sach, chd cé nudc chay manh, ti
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nhu mé song Céi, dau dé miy ngay thit
van tuoi, khi lay ra &n van mém va ngon
khong thua thit uép trong ta lanh.

O miét Binh Duong (Thtt Dau Mot
ci), noi vuén mdng cut, sau riéng, con
mot thu la la treo thit bo nguyén dui hay
nguyén xuc thit phi lé 16n 1én cay c6 kién
vang nhiéu, kién ndy danh hoi thit rdp
lai bu deo, trong choc 1at kién vang chich
noc c6 chat acide formique vao thit,
diing thdy vay ma gém, do nua tiéng
dong ho cuc thit tré nén mém va da chin
tai, cti d€ vay, théo tii miéng nhd an véi
rau séng banh trang mam ném, da thom
ngot thién nhién lai khong cé mui mé
dau lau tiéu nhu cuc bit-tét xe nhan (bi-
fteck saignant) hay thit chién Chateau-
briand, vlia cau ky, viia khé chién cho
dang, khéo va ngon.
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Nhon vat Sa Béc phan dong déu nha
va thao an. Thai c6 nhan la mot. Khi toi
xin vé€ lam viéc tai tinh nha, & Soc Trang,
tuy dugc gan cha me, vui bé than tinh
md khan, nhung long hang gé&i vé tinh
nho than yéu Sa Déc.

Khi t6i d6i vé Sai Gon 16i nam 1938-
1943, t6i c6 gap lai Thai c6 nhan lén tri
binh nudc ti€u c6 dudng. Chiing nay luc
dé6 vo phuong tri. Toi khoc ngay nay van
khdc, tiéc ngudi anh ca phong luu hiém
Co.

9. Nép séng ddn ta
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10. MOT CONG CHUC POI TAY

M 0i thé hé déu sanh ra l6p nguoi
lcfla thé hé dy, xau cd tot cbd
khong nén quo daa cad nam. Coéng chiic
doi Tay, khong phdila hoan toan hu té, lai
toi la ngudi chi ma dam phé binh ngudsi
dong mot thé hé véi toi ?

Duy ké vé bé bdi, toi thay ong ndy c6
lé lam dién hinh duogc :

Ong 1a nguoi duy nhiit & toa bs Sa
Déc ndi tro tre kho nghe, ngudi ta thay

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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ong hut thudc lao ndng, nén nédi o6ng &
Hué vao day, nhung t6i khong r6 cho
l1am, duy biét trudc kia 6ng cé dilinh cho
Phép, c6 sang Phap lam thong dich vién
cho dao binh linh thg khong chuyén
moén, Phdp goi ouvriers non spécialisés,
viét tat O N.§, la vi linh ndy doi cat-két
giong mong chim chao mao, nén dugc
tang 1a linh chao mao ndi danh 1a vo6 ky
luat, gidi tai an quit ndi phét, moi moi
bat chudc linh Tay : giut tién cua gai
lang choi, ma khong c6 cdi gi xau ma ho
chtia, vi y minh ¢6 sy ung hé ngam ctia
quan thay Tay ma ho la t6i trung thanh
tiing giup mot tay lam viéc ndng né nhu
khiéng vac trong tran gidc dé nhut thé
chién bén Au chau (1914-1918), khi dam
gidc ndy tan, ho vo nguc xung da tling
chong gidc Puc giup Phap giti an bo ¢6i.

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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bé thudng cong, ong ndy dugc
cho nhdp ngach tho ky sodi pht Nam
Ky (secrétaires du gouvernement de la
Cochinchine) va b6 nhiém 6ng vé toa bo
Sa Déc, 16i nam 1932. Ong ngudi cao 6m,
trac tu tuan, cd vg la ngudi trong Nam,
ba ndy nhan sac tdm thuong nhung cé
von liéng kha, chuyén nghé cho vay dit
ng, khi dén Sa Déc vg chong mudén pho
ong thay thudc Ng6i, noi dudng Vinh
Phudc, gan chg Tan Phu Dong.

Ong ua hoang hoéc khoe tiing ném
com du ba xtit Nam Trung Bac, gadm banh
mi son-da, va cé cong tra thi mau quoc
ngt véi dam, lam cha Tay ! May ba tiéc
dam rugu vao, 6ng khoe gdi dam khong
kho, co tién cho la dugc, chung ca gan
mao hiém, may ngay linh nghi 1é, chung
di xe dap 6m chan ném ra hanh nghé
ruéc khach dt mau da, bui cay xé héc

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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nha sup do gi cling troi ké mién thu lao
song phang, mot bao thudc 14 hay mot
khuc banh mi ngudi ciing xong ! Va cé
1, hang doi ba thang d€ git vé sinh cho
quan linh, thay déi Tay dua linh tling
é-kip vai chuc dua, cho phép di tham
hiém gai bot dén (bordel), noi day toi tan
lam, xem ngudi nhu suc vat hay nhu cai
may, bat ngdi xép hang hai ngoai cua, téi
phién cé sup-1é (sifflet) la kéo vao, nhay
1én ban cé gai nam chg, mdt tiéng sup-1é
khac 1a nhay xuong, nhu chua x6 nuc kip
va néu san tién, thi ra ngoai lo 16t mua
phién cta thang tung tién dé vao nhay
ky nhi, nhung viéc ti tién ay 6ng ciing da
trai va ké ra khong ngugng miéng.

Ngay thudng ong it giao thiép vdéi
anh em trong s&, nén chung toi ciing it
biét hanh tung ctia 6ng ta. Than chu cta
ong la cac tay bat moi, may huong chtic

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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xau nét, chuyén duc khoét gitia dam dan
tr6i ndi cdn c6 mot bai thué than hgp 1é
dé khoi bi linh trang lam kho, s tién lo
16t ho khong ké la hoi 16 va xem la tién
mua bén mang nhu tién cing ta ma quy
su.

DPéi vé Sa Déc dugc nam sau thang,
mot budi chiéu dng ta mdi t6i vé nha lay
c6 ba phdn von ngudi dong huong qué 6
Soc Trang nhu tdi. Toi vi bung theo 6ng
vé nha, tra nudc tl té, ba phan ra noi
ndm ba cau chuyén bang quo, viéc nhin
ba con xem nhu bat thanh, toi ti gia ra
ve. Dé dau cach ba thiang sau, mdt biia
dau thang toi dang ngodi gan két bac phat
luong cho cac gido chuc tu hoi rat dong,
bong thiy ba phan tay xach du, xdm xdm
budc vao phong but todn, khong chao
khong hoi, néi xan x4 : “Thay hadi tién toi
ma da hai thang khong trd xu nao. Biia

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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nay néu thay khong tra toi sé di thua ong
chanh !”

Troi dat 61! Toi muon tién hoi nao ?
To6i chua biét 4t giap gi, bong 6ng phan
Q., ti van phong pho tham bién chay ra,
16i tay ba phan ra ngoai, noi gi v6i nhau
nho nho, ba ta ra vé. Ong tré vo nin ni
toi rang “viéc khong cé gi quan trong,
xin t6i bd qua cho. Viéc gia dao ctia 6ng,
dé cho 6ng xti I”

Trong luc tuc gian vi mat mat toi l6n
tiéng phan bua, nhung 6ng chiu tdi hét,
phan t6i may lo phat luong nén ciing
tam gac chuyén do6 qua mot bén. Sau r6
lai, bita dua t6i v€ nha la o6ng lap ké doi
vg rang to6i la ngudi di hoi bac gop, cin
vay hai tram sé tra lam mudi thang moi
thang hai muci bon dong, cho ndy chac
an vi thay lam tho ky phat luong, c6 chay
di dau ma sg, ma thay la nguoi hay mac

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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cd, nén khong néi; nhu minh cé tién hay
dua t6i trao lai cho thay, r6i mdi thang toi
chiu khé nhan tién noi thay dem vé cho
minh, trong mudi thang la thu da von
va 10i ran rat hai tram bén chuc dong,
suéng qua ¢

Ba phdn nghe bui tai 16i tién, 6ng
phan ta dem do6 song d6 bién déau khong
biét, thang dau 6ng trao ba hai muci bon
dong y hen, qua hai thang sau khong thay
ntia nén ba xach du di tim téi 1a vi vay.

Manh 16i ay khong biét ngay nay
cac can bo tan thaoi cd biét dung chéng,
ché trudc day cong chiic doi Phap thudc
thinh thodang van mugn dé qua con ting
ngdt, bat chip da pham hai 16i nang ; gat
vg d€ co tién, gat ban va ban ding ban,

khong ké gi chi tin.

Chuyén 6ng muon tdi ké né d€ co

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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tién xai roi cing bo qua. Duy cdi cach
ong bat vg 16n cudi vg bé cho dng mdéi la
xudt quy nhap than :

Ong c6 quen v6i modt c6 nhd hoc tro
16p nhtit trudng tinh, hai ngudi da khing
khit nhau 1dm. Ong muén dem vé cho
thém gan giii va d6 ton, nhung con sg
oai ba xa. MOt hdm chua nhut, an com
r6i 6ng ngoi ghé xich du doc nhuyt trinh,
ba ngdi van ngua dang soan ao quan dé
va. Bong 6ng ndi tinh bo : “O Chg Con
md&i c6 mot Ong thay boi ¢ dau lai, thién
ha dua nhau tranh t6i nho 6ng coi qué,
tiéng n6i nhu con. Nhu minh muon biét
tai, toi dua minh di xem, nhung riéng
toi, tdi cho minh biét trudc la téi khong
bao gio tin 16i thay boi”.

Ba phan nghe ntia up ntia md, san
tanh mé tin, giuc 6ng dua ba dén nha.
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May ngudi ché xem déu nhudng cho hai
ong ba coi trudc.

Lao ta noi cai gi déu trung cdi nay,
nha ba cé gi kin 6ng déu biét, vach ntit
trong budng, cét nha bép cd may cai mat
g0, ong noéi trung phong phuc, ba phuc
lan, khong biét d6 1a do mot sy co may,
dtic phu quan da mach trudc lao boc su.
Heét viéc bdi rdi day qua viéc coi chi tay.
Ong phdn doi vé, vi hién con nhiéu ngudi
cho t6i phién, nhung ba da mé tran va
xin ndn lai coi gium chi tay va gia dao.
Bdc su chup tay dng coi trudc, khen 6ng
cd nguoi vg nhu thudn va riéng ong cé
s6 dao hoa nhung su nghiép ctia 6ng déu
do ba xay dung, tuy vay khong c6 ong
thi su nghiép ay cting khé cam vi 6ng cé
tay giti ctia ¢ Thuan vg thuan chong, tat
bién Dong cling can, nhung dau 6ng lam
phat y ba phai ran nhin nhuc thi tai qua
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nan khéi khong sao. Xem cho 6ng xong
r6i day qua xem cho ba. Béc su khen ba
tudng tét phuc dic song toan, bong dng
chat 1udi noi chi tiéc 1lan sanh dao cua
ba dtic doan, thém lan hao phu thé cta
ong cting dtt, hai ché nay phu hgp, nam
nay thang bay 1a hung nhiéu kiét it, e ba
qua khong khoi. Va thang nay la thang
nam, ba kha dé phong. Noi dén do roi
bdc su xép tay ba lai chat lugi than dai.
Ba nghe s¢ hoi phang bdc su ¢ cach nao
gidi nguy. Boc su ban hay la s6 ba nhu
vay, nén dung cach thé ti, cho 6ng phan
cudGi vg bé, lya tuoi mudi bay tudi than &
hudéng dong nam, con ay vo téi thang do
sé chét thay cho ba va ba sé binh yén vo
su vui hudng dén gia.

Ba day qua do y kién chdong, nhung
ong phan gidy ndy, ray so bdc su rang
khong biét y ba phdn hay ghen, ép ong
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cé vg bé chi cho khoi hu hai gia cang,
mot vg ong con chiu khong ndi, bay chi
vg bé vg mon, song chét c6 mang, hoi
dau lo xa, bdi ra ma quét nha ra rac ?

Ra vé ba phai ndn ni 6ng sudt may
hom, thuc giuc 6ng lam 6ng méi siéu
long sau khi dua diéu kién bat budc ba
khong dugc ghen va ong d€ mac ba trau
cau cdy mai moi cudi con nho tudi than
ma ong da quen tu trudc.

Hét thang bay qua thang tam, roi
tét dén, roi sang xuan, con nho c6 bung,
khong thay ai chét ca, ba kéu tréi ma
khong dam kéu 16n, luc dy toi da doi vé
Soc Trang, noi qué cha me, muc kich
mot ong phan khac cting di Tay vé, chap
nodi v6i ba quan nam Tay ma ong tlng
lam thong ngdén nha 6ng cd treo mot
cay roi may, moi lan ba danh, ong van
la “chét may chua” va 16i x6m déu khen
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ong phan H, rat dit ddm déanh ba tri ba,
moi khi ba ¢6 16i.

Cong chtic 16p xua khong phai déu
nhu hai 6ng nay nhung dién hinh toi
biét hai 6ng dé, 6ng & SOc Tring ho Lé
téen Hué, ong 6 Sa Déc ho 16t chit Thuc,
va 0ng ong cd cdi tén cua hudéng duong,
goi nom la hoa qui.

10. Mét cong chire doi Tay
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11. NAM 1930

Nhé’ ong Cai tong Lé Dinh Quang
J — Mo Oc gao song Tién Giang va
biia rugu cd-nhac Robin tai nha é6ng Cai
Quang.

V6i chuic cong tap toa bo, to6i coi vé
phat luong bong cho cong chitic trong
tinh, néu to6i cd tién san, nghé niy cho
vay déit ng la tuyét vi modi d4u thang chin
luong khi phat, khong ai khat hay giut
ctia minh dugc xu nao. Nhung luc ay cé
bao nhiéu tién t6i mua do6 c6 hét, va tuy

11. Nam 1930
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toi khong ua gitt bac sg that thoat, sg
bi am anh lay tién tu la cé ngay vao tu,
nhung cting nhé nghé nay t6i biét nhiéu
vé nhan vat va dia du tinh Sa Déc dang
yéu nay. Toi kiém nhiém luon chiic di
thau thué va dong ddu can ludng trong
tinh, mo6i nam moi thay con diu, ti du
ndm 1929 con diu khac chi L thi nam
1939 1a chii M, ct thé chuyén dén hét
chii thi trd lai ch@ A v.v... ; sau khi dong
dau rdi thi giao cho co bét di xét va phat
nhiing nha buén ma can hay lit chua cé
déng dau chiu thué.

Trudc khi thtia hanh phan sy, theo
luat t6i phdi xuong tdéa an Vinh Long
tuyén thé vi Sa Déc luc do chua c6 toa,
nhung toa da gian di héa cho phép toi
g6i 16i thé viét, thay vi hién dién di hau,
va sau khi nhén gidy toa dan nhin nhén
toi trd nén chanh thuc thay mat luat di

11. Nam 1930
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xét can luong va dugc tich thau nhiing
lit non, can thiéu, giup d& cho ngudi dan
qué khoi bi gian thuong bdc 10t ludng
thang, trdo dau, dong gia nho dung can
non.

Ké& ra moi khi di nhu vay, ton cong
linh va mat nhi€u thi gio, cong viéc trong
s& bi bé tré ; nhung bu lai may khi dugc
ngao du lang nay qua lang no, luc lao tim
mon do xua trong gio lam viéc khoi bi
qué trach ?

buong gan, nhu tong Chau Thanh
thi gdi trat cho cai tdng chi thi cdc nha
buén trong tong nap can, gia, lit tuu tai
cOng s s tai cho chung t6i dén do6 kiém
xét, dong dau ching nhan va thau thué.
May luc ay chung t6i lam viéc khong hé
tay vi sg con mat toc mach ctia co bot
dom ngo va tau lai cht tinh. Gap dudng
xa nhu lén Cao Lanh hay qua Lai Vung
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thi phai dung xe hoi hodc tau may, khi
14y xe s& cong chanh chay ca rich ca tang
khi nao 6ng chanh vuilong cho mugn xe
tau cta cha tinh thi di mau vé le va khoi
s¢ an banh* doc dudng.

Thué can luong thau vo khong co
la bao, moéi lit thau mot cac mot (0$11)
moi cdy cdn ta can lua goi can ban’! con
mién cudng thau hai dong ngoai bac, vi
chi moi lang thau do hai chuc dén hai
tram bac thué, nhung cé 1é phai ép nha
bu6én dong dau cén ludng dé tranh nan
can thiéu lit non va té doan lam gia nho
khong du ni tic dé gat dan qué trong
viéc mua ban lua, ky that tién thau vo tru
ra tién xdng nhét va tién vang phan cua
chung t6i, goi tién xup (supplément) thi

30 an banh = en panne = hu may.

31 Céan ban : danh tit mugn tiéng Triéu Chau dé goi can duing
can lua gao ké s6 ta sap lén, ngudi Anh c6 pound, cing mot
loai céan.
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khong con lai bao nhiéu. Vé com nudc
doc dudng, khi thi chung t6i bén ngudi :
mot anh cai phu thuyén, anh d6i Lé Kim
DPon trudc hoc trudng may, tai cong tau,
thay ky Lé Van Tot va to6i, hun nhau lai
mua thtc an, khi ga r6-ti khi vit quay, x4
xiu, rugu chat tra ngon, danh chén duéi
tau trén song cai dudi bong mat cay ban,
cdy gua, nhiing lac &y mdéi thay doi cong
chuc 16p d6 c6 nhiéu thu vi, nén nay bi
chi trich cling viia, va cing ddng. Nhung
phan nhiéu, doc dudng van c6 tay nghia
hiép, thay cai tong hay thiy bang bién
dua chung t6i vé nha thét dai, toi riéng
khong chu trong viéc dn nhung c6 y di
tim do c6 va tim hiéu phong tuc moéi noi
nén it choi tu. Luc 4y 6ng chanh Esquiv-
illon viia bi cong tap & Can Tho thut két
roi ty van, khién 6ng bi va lay nay déi vé
Sa Déc thdy tdi cd bd ngay thang nén c6
cam tinh, 6ng duyét sd xang nhét thay
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ton kém qud vi dudng gan ma trua nao
chung t6i cling déu vé nha dn com nudc
roi mdi ra di nita, béi thé mudn cho dé
ton va do nhoc, ong ra chi thi day t6i khi
di xa dudng cu neo xe hay tau lai d6 cho
chiéu xong viéc hay vé cho d& ton xdng,
dugc linh ay khong khac nao 6ng cho
phép chung t6i cung hu va bat dau cho
chung t6i loi dung dung tau di choi tuy
thich lai dugc tiéng 1a biét tiét kiém cta
cong nho !

Nam 1930 chung t6i dung tron thang
nam di xét can ludng, moi ngay di vai
ba lang, nhu hom 22-5-1930 chung t6i
xét lang My An Binh, dén trua ¢ lai dung
com nha 6ng xa trudéng vi 6ng masi moc
qua, nay quén mat tén 6ng d€ ma tudng
niém, du cling la mot phan so sét.

Chiéu xét can lang My Tra cho dén
ndm gié xudng tau ra veé, téi gitia sdong
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14y com ngudi va mam song ra tuy tay
xé mam va boc com én, bat giac ty hoi
cai ki€u an com “xi day’®” nay cua 6ng
ba ta truyén lai hay hé an mam song thi
phéi dung com ngui mdéi thay ngon va
phai boc tay mdi thay thu, va cai mét nay
thinh hanh nhut1a & Cao Mién, Thai Lan
va An Do, tiic modt vin minh “4n béc”
khéc han v6i van minh Trung Hoa, Viét
Nam va Nhut Ban 1a van minh “an daa”

Biia sau la 23-5-1930, tiép tuc dung
canot quan chanh cho mugn di xét can
ludng 6 My Xuong. Chung tdi khéi
hanh that sém, mua theo banh mi néng
va xa xiu mdi ra 10, tau vua chay ching
toi ldy ra dung diém tam, udng ca phé
phin, cudi gién dudi lan gié mat song

32 Nguoi Mién c6 thoi an bdc, xi la an, day la tay. Xi day la
dn bang tay. Ngay xua sang tot buc la vua Mién ¢6, moéi lan
ngu thién, van lam rét com day dat, goi rang an hoi hgt nhu
vay thi than dan Mién méi c6 ma an, vua an vén khéo thi dan
doi.
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cai quén hét ndi cuc nhoc hang ngay, rd
lai cdi hanh phuc thuong theo bén bén
minh chi tai minh khong du thong minh
dé ma tan hudng. G My Xuong chg bta
léo téo, nén xét rat mau, cO mot mu xam
trinh mot cay can va muoi may trai can,
céd mdt cai khong dung can lugng, toi da
cd y dinh tich thau, nhung mu néi mot
cau ngay tho véi c6 gai xinh xinh di theo
: “Tai thang cha may, dong chut ciing lay
“trung dai can” lam bua, déng dinh ciing
no, déng gudc ciing nd, bao hai cuc chi
vang mat, kiém khong ra nay 6ng nay doi
xié€t cai tring dai nay di, vé nha tao lam
sao c6 ma dung ?” Toi khong nhin cudi
dugc va khong danh tich thu “caa qui”
ctia ba, nén nhd anh em thay cuc chi,
can x¢ét lai ki cang dong ddu chiing nhan
va tra trai cin lai cho my, xem mu bang
long lam, chi nhin cdp mat long lanh cta
cd gai tuy tung ciing da biét hai me con
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mung r& dén buc nao, va cdi lam phuc
lam doan khong phai duy cho tién nhiéu
la dugc. Viia chin gid sang, cong viéc da
xong xuodi, ching t6i xudng tau truc chi
ra song cai, mudi gio chang tdi dau tau
lai gitia song noi dudi con, chi gitt moi
ngudi mét y phuc ngan gon dé tam va
mo Oc gao. Day la mot cudc vui khd t,
biét bao gio trd lai ?

Trong doi t6i da muc kich may lan
“con hoda vuc, vuc hoa con”. Tai chg Con,
nam 1930 con 10 da va cau tau, nam 1974
cau tau da roi xudng song va nudc da
khoét con 16 16 mat khong dung duogc
nta, cing nhu mdéi day (1974) bao chi
déng tin chg Ké Sach tron mot day pho
rét tom xuong song khong con thay veét
tich vién gach nao. Hom ay (23-5-1930)
tai noi ndy, toi lai thay canh “con ndi’, tlic
l1a canh “thuong hai bién vi tang dién”
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nhu da doc trong sach truyén dién ta.
Nam 4y (1930) thudc dia phan tinh Sa
béc, viia moc thém ngoai song cai Tién
Giang, hai hon cu lao nhé ding ra la hai
dudi con co tén nhin nhan la Cén Cat*
va Con Cha. Mdi lan ¢6 cu lao n6i nhu
vay, khi nudc viia 1ap xap 101 véi bung t6i
run (do sau bay tac bé sau), dén khi nudc
rong givt udng con 16i téi nua 6ng chan,
cO cho t61 mat ca (dd hai, ba tic siu) céd
cho khac thiy dugc dat 1é dé 1én mat
nudec, tuy cu lao viia ndi lam vdy thé ma
da c6 ngudi dén xin khin noi toa bo roi,
ho 1a nhiing ngudi c6 thé luc, hodc la hoi
dong quan hat hay la tay giau gdc trong
xu, nghe gia nhon di lam rudng vé hay
di thuyén danh luéi noi song cai vé don
c6 con noi, tlc thi ho lam don vo quan
chanh xin khan trudc tién. Cing c6 khi

33 Con c6 cat nhiéu va con c6 gac cha dé€ bat ca. Cha : nhanh
tre, nhanh nhd cdm xudng bai cho ca dén lam 6, tu lai dong,
dé bat.
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chinh nhiing ngudi s& tai biét chuyén,
gioi lo 16t cung lang tong xin dugc gidy
ching nhan dem lén trinh quan va quan
dau tinh rang ho la nguai khai thac tu
nhiéu ndm nhting cudc dat méi nay. Khi
ay tinh bo trat vé quan hoi lai cho c6 1é
roi cap phat mot bién lai tam thé vi bang
khoan dé tranh sy tranh gianh cua ké
khéc. Sau nay hodc vai chuc nam hodclau
hon niia cu lao ndi cao thanh rudng tét,
khi &y sé€ c6 cudc phat mai ma chu tam
dugc quyén uu tién mua véi gia dau cao
nhit va lam chu vinh vién. Trong khi lo
chay gidy 16 hgp 1¢, thi ngudi chu tam lo
boi b cudc dat va giap mot tay véi thg
troi bang cach aranh cho phén biét “dat
cli dat mdéi” va trong cay dua nudc cho
dat phu sa c6 chdé mau két tu thanh dat
boi. Nhiing diia nudc ndy ho mua that ré
cta cac thg lam rung, bon nay ra cong
di vé6t trai dua dd moc mong trong riing
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14 r6i dem vé ban lai cho chu dat, luc ay
moi ciy dua con nho chi d6 mét xu hai
xu mot cay la cung.

V6i nhiing trai diia nuéc moc dugc
doi ba 14 4y, nguoi khian dat cu lao mua
dem vé€ cdy lua thua noi dat con, va do
chting vai ba nam nhting cay 4y da bat ré
tro dot, moc khdi mat nudc cao nghéu.
Nhiing ch6 dat con trong, sau dé ho ciy
thém lac va khi lac bén ré moc nhiéu thi
ho cat 1a phoi kho dét chiéu, tic da cé
mot hoa loi nho nhd an cam canh cho
vai chuc nam sau dat cé chun ding roi
tré nén rudng tot, thém it chuc nam nia
1a trong cay dn trai lap vuon dung nha
trd nén kha gia giau c6 dugc roi. Tinh
ra tii con ndi dén thanh dién, cling phai
mot doi ngudi hodc hai ba doi ché khong
choi. Nhung ngudi dan lay cui luc lam
an, theo ludt “tr6i sanh trdi dudng” dau
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c6 sg chuyén thdi gian lau dai, chi biét
song vui vui niém hy vong cé dat tu tay
minh dao tao. Toi da noi trong bai vé “bo
gia tréo’, vé bén tau Chg Con bi nudc an
dudi chun 16 diat moét khac 16 quan dai
hon ba cay s6 ngan, ngay nay con 16 con
lai bi nuéc khoét duéi chun trong bong,
xe c0 déu khong dam qua lai trén 16 nay
vi sg rti ro, con nha ctia pho x4 hai bén
16 nay déu khong con cdi nao, 16p bi sup
xuong nudc, 16p tu cht nha d& don di
xay dung noi khac, Chg Con nay canh
tiéu sa coi buon khong choé noi, trong khi
ay noi doéi dién cti lao ngang Chg Con lai
dat boi ngay cang thém 16n rong va dan
ta cd theo cau tuc ngii xua “dat boi thi o,
dat 16 thi di”, va cau khac “lua téi dau bo
cau t6i d6” dan ta nay qua cu lao & ngay
cang dong la vay.

Nhac lai ngay 23-5-1930, sau khi
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lam phan sy xét can ludng tai lang My
Xuong xong ca, khi ay troi con sém qua,
do mudi gid sang, nén chua tinh chuyén
com nudéc dan bung gi dugc, va lai dng
cai s§ tai cd 16i dan trudc, nén hom nay
da cho ngudi than quyén don chung toi
va lén canot ctia tinh dan duong dua
chung t6i chay trd ra song cai, dén mot
noi goi la Buoi Con, nhung dén nay khi
thuat lai day, viéc lau doi qua nén khong
biét r6 day 1a con nao ; ngudi nay phat
cho mdi ngudi ching t6i mdt cai thung
thiéc cti va day cach viia tam song viia
mo 6¢ gao. Y phuc chung t6i ¢6i trui va
gdi hét 1én chiéc tau neo ké bén, vi ngudi
dau ctia d6 xin ché quén chung t6i con
sO bac trot ngan tién xét can My Xuong
bu6i sém. Chung t6i moéi dda chi con
mot manh vai che than, déu nhay xudng
song cai lan hup va tam mat ngay dy trén
dong nudc Cliu Long giang. Ngay nay
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Oc gao ta mua vé€ ludc hay an ngoai pho
do cac ngudi mang trong r6 di ban dao,
phan nhiéu déu la loai 6¢ gao nuoi trong
hé dam, khong dugc map béo va khong
ngon bang 6c gao thién nhién sanh va
16n tai sdng cdi, nhut la & viung Sa Déc,
Vinh Long nay. Ngay xua d6 1a mot mén
an la, dugc dang lén vua ngu thién va
dugc cac quan ho tong ché ra tan Hué
duéi danh tu “cong phdm cua Nam ky
luc tinh” Ndm t6i con hoc tai trudng
Chasseloup t6i con giti dugc mot bai thi
xua vé Oc gao, xin sao luc ra day, nhung
khong biét 16 tac gia la ai, vi bai thi nay
do anh em cho mugn tap thi luc, sao di
chép lai van cong, ma khong dé ré danh
tanh ngudi trudc tac :

Bdi hac com nhan thdy rang danh,

Chdu con go dong nhom nén thanh ;
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Xa cut dong tanh ton nhu chu,

Thé mé tring danh cting bang anh ;
Tay chdng phdi thoi nam phdi tiét,
Xudn sang viia nghén ha viia sanh ;
Ham rong ngon ngot bao la dding,
Tuy ciing dong loai khi chdng tanh.
Khuyét Danh (truéc ndm 1919)

Nam nay 1930, chinh minh la mot
tén hoc tro khong quen lan 16i thé ma
dugc du mdt cudc bat 6¢ gitia song cai
thién la mot chuyén bat ngo. Toi chi biét
vui dua vo tu lu. Gié thdi vu vu bén tai,
minh tran trui dam nudc ma khong thay
lanh, ngay thuong van tam nudc néng
va dong dong la ho hen s6 mii nhtic
dau. Troi nang chang chang khong thay
ndng, nudc xam xap tGi ran, va can thin

11. Nam 1930



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 489

khong biét 10i nén khong dai gi ra sau
dé chét chim, ching t6i chim nhum mot
cho, day thung thiéc téi trudc, dung chan
ra ra dudi bun, khi nao dung vat gi la la
dudi chan thi cui xuong tho tay mo va thé
nao cting lugm lén nhung con 6¢ no tron
nhung minh may dinh day buin vi chung
sinh song trong chat ay. Tuy vay, 6c nay
khong nhiém vi trung vi s6ng gitia song
sau nudc chay, va sg nhtit 1a loai 6¢c nudi
trong cho thiéu vé sinh, dn vao thudng
lay binh hiém ngheéo nhu binh thuong
han, trong Nam goi binh ban cua luéi
trang. Theo tht tuc, 6c méng nam thang
ndm la dang lda, vita map va khong cé
con trong bung, tic khi an khong nhai
gip vo 6c nhd mit ngon. An sii mua
hodc gap 6c con 6m hodc gép 6¢ o con,
mat tha, nhut la gap oc chét thi bita com
ay ké nhu bi phat.
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Vo6 6c¢ gao khi dugc nhiéu, ngay xua
dot lay voi dung tém trau thi la tuyét, viia
sang va miéng trau thém ngon. Ngay nay
tuc an trau da bét nhiéu, vo 6¢ chi con
dung 16t duong hodc d€ muc lam phan
bén cho goc kiéng. Chung téi hom ay la
tay ngang thé ma mo dugc kha nhiéu,
dén trua gom gop lai cling dugc trét
nta thung thiéc, va ngudi gia nhan ong
cai tong cat nghia la vi s& dit duodi con
ndy c6 chi, ngudi mo 6c¢ lén khong dam
lai day bat nén 6c c6 nhiéu. Chung toi
mung r& dem vé nhung 6ng cai tong nao
cho an 6¢ m&i mo dugc nay, day rang 6¢
md&i con ngdm bun trong miéng, phai
ngam n6 mot ngay mot dém trong nudc
sach cho n6 nha hét chat bun ra thi an
mdi tha vi. N6éi nhu vay roi ong cai lay
Oc cii ra ludc va bay mot tiéc vi veo dai
khach. An udng dugc ntia chiling, day
qua bay cudc thi uéng rugu goi la danh
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tiu. Chua gia diing diy tha 1€ phan tran
cung cu toa, yéu cau chung t6i la ngudi
yéu rugu nén budc qua ban ké, ti€p tuc
dung bita va nhin xem cdc tay ttu lugng
cao thi nhau ddnh ttiu. N6i dén day, dom
lai tiéc gitia, toi thay chi con ngdi sau 6ng
huong chtic ¢6 tudi, ké ludn 6ng cht nha
1a bdy ngudi. Nhung trong nhém ching
toi dai dién cho toa bo, cd anh Ky Tot, vo
nguc xung minh biét uong rugu “ciing
nhu ai”, va khong chiu lach réi ban gita.
Chu gia an can nhac lai mot 14n niia rang
bay ngudi nay la tay thién chién da quen
biét nhau tii lau nén hom nay mudn biéu
dién mdt tran danh ttu choi, va thay ky
1a khdch mdi, t6t hon nén chiing kién
nhu giam khdo hon la nhap tran rui so
that thi e “ttu luat bat vi than” Nhung
mot hai thay ky khong chiu r6i chd ngoi
va qua quyét “cac ong di t6i dau, to6i theo
t6i do !” Sau hai lan khuyén va giac dat
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khong nghe, bay ngudi kia nhap ti¢c véi
thay ky la tam, da bat tién quan tiau. Thé
la sau khi an toa xong, chu gia diing day
giao két mot lan niia rang cudc vui choi
khongaiép budcai, nhung nay tam nguoi
ndy da nhan la minh biét thudng thtc
rugu ngon, thé thi phai git 16i, thu nhtit
1a moéi ngudi phai di ha nhit thé, udng
bang nhau can boi, thi nhila khong déng
ntia chiing bo cudc, néu vi linh sé chiéu
tiu luat tring phat khong tha. Noi dén
day, chu gia tuoi cudi nhac lai ring lac
ndy con du thi gic d€ suy liéu, néu ngudi
nao bi€t minh bat kham theo déi thi nén
sém tach ra khdi ban nay dé€ cac tién tu
danh chén. Nhung sdu vi kia lu6n anh ky
nha ta la bay, khong ai chiu minh 1a yéu
rugu. Va cudc dau ttiu bat dju. Trudc tién
chu gia sai triét hét nhiing ly rugu thiia,
chi git lai mot ly doc chién, loai cé chun,
nhung 6ng da cin thin bé gay cai chun
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bo di, lam cho chi con mét cach cam ly
trén tay roc rugu udng va chuyén cho
nguoi khac lam y theo minh ma khong
thé nao dat caily uong ban dugc, vi chun
n6 da khong con nita, doan 6ng mé ta
lay ra tam chai rugu mdi toan nhan hiéu
“cognac Robin” 1a thu duong thaéi duge
trong dung va thay déu cong nhéin rang
ngon. Ong khui chai rugu tht nhit, mot
tay cam chai mot tay cam ly, tu rét cho
minh mot ly day, ké miéng danh tréc mot
cai, ha hoi nghe mot tiéng kha sanh diéu,
gap mot con 6¢ chdm nudc mam bo vao
moOm nhai ngon lanh, réi trao chai rugu
va ly cho nguoi ké tiép ciing dién hanh
1€ nham ttiu y nhu 6ng ban nay. Roi dén
lugt nguoi thi ba, thi tu, khi dén ngudsi
tht tam thi dén phién 6ng bat dau lam
lai luan phién nta, va khi chai nay hét thi
khui chai khac tuan tu khong cho thi€u
rugu cling khong bd sét phién cua mot
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ngudi nao. Cugc thi dua udng rugu ti€p
tuc vui vé va cd thu chuyén dé viia néi
viia cudi, tdm ngudi nay uong rugu co-
nhdc cho chung t6i xem khong khac ta
udng nudc tra. Nhung dén chai thu sau,
tiic moi ngudi da c6 hon nta phan chai
lit rugu manh trong da day, tdi ngdi ngoai
nhin ky thi ngudi nao nhu ngudi nay thay
déu bién sac, co ké mat xanh nhu tau 13,
ké khac mdt do phtuing phtling, duy mét
ong cht nha cudi néi hién ngang dung la
mot ngudi tiiu lugng phi thuong. Bong
anh ky toa bo nha ta tuyén b anh khong
udng niia va mac ké ai, bd do di nam dai
trén mot by van. Con lai bay ngudi kia,
ho nao c¢é chiu nghi cho. Ho van dé Tot
ndm yén trén van ngya, nhung hé ho
udng du bay ngudi va téi lugt ctia Tot thi
ho kéo nhau lai cay rang chu chang va
do trut ly rugu day vao mom. Tot khong
nudt cling khong dugc vi néu Tot ngam
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miéng khit lai da cé cai phéu thiéc lay tu
nha bép, thii dung don lap xudng, ho cay
rang nhét phéu va rét rugu nhu ta sang
nudc mam tu tin ndy qua tin khac.

Ubng dugc ndm sdu tuan nhu vay,
bong Tét viung ngodi ddy, dd mdt nhu 1én
dong, vi da say qua d¢ va hét biét nhan
su, Tot vin ghé vin ban 1€t lai chd ngoi, va
noéi I6n : “May ngudi choi khong sudng
I 'T6t da chiu thua, ma may ngudi khong
dung tha. Nay T6t lam nhu vay day, xem
may nguoi co bat chude duge khong ?”

Viia ndi téi do, Tot giut cdi ly khong
chun, can nghe cai rop, cai ly b€ ra mot
miéng 16n, T6t nhai miéng ly nhu ta nhai
banh trang nudng, rdi Tot chup chai
rugu tu mot hoi nhu rong lay nudce ? Ca
mdy ban tiéc déu s¢ hodng xium nhau
kéo tay khong cho Toét uéng nitia, nhung
Tot da nudt miéng ly vd bung hoi nao
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mat di roi ! Bita tiéc hao hiing bao nhiéu
nay budn té bay nhiéu. Dén day bia tiéc
trd thanh moét bi hai kich ntia cudi ntua
méu va ty tan ra. Chung t6i xin nudc ria
mat, cht nha lo lay dau néng danh lung
bat gié cho Tot phé 16. Tuy vy dén mudi
ldam gid chiéu, qua lang My Long, Tot
van dong dau cin ludng y nhu khong cé
viéc gi xay ra. Dén mudi sdu gid, phan su
chung t6i lam xong, con kéo qua nha 6ng
Xa Chinh (khong biét nay con hay mat ?)
ngodi danh cat-té trau cho dén mudi tam
gi0 mdi chia tay ong xa, xudng tau truc
chi Sa Déc Xudng tau van chua thoi, lai
lay 0c gao cta o6ng Cai biéu, roi hét chai
nay qua chai khdc, chung t6i sau ngudi
udng thém hai chai la-ve Larue, mét chai
rugu chat Médoc, mot chai vin du Bour-
don... Bén hai muoi mot gid tau cdp bén
ngay nha ong Tu Hanh gan toa bo, thi ca
thdy déu say mém, nuong nhau vé nha.
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May thoi toi khong quén chiéc cac-
tap tién va khi dén nha t6i d€ ybd y phuc
beo nheo, nga 1én giudng danh mot giac
dén sang, bat chap tiéng don ren cua ai
kia khién trach bén tai.

Biia sau toi van ngay ngat chua tinh,
va qua ngay ké van con It du hai biia lién
tiép t6i ran di lam cho c6 mat nhung c6
tranh khong dam dem gidy t6 cho quan
chdnh ky tén, sg biét minh la bom say thi
khong trong gi 1én chtic !

Tu doé toi linh hoi duge mot bai hoc
khon : dau ttiu la gion véi cdi chét. Khong
tu sat thi cling ty hty hoai suc khde ctia
ban than.

Via roi (nam 1974) to6i dén nha
mot 6ng ban than*, nghe 6ng tu khoe
lac thiéu nién, khi con day hoc tai Tay
Ninh, 6ng da tling dn lién ti€p sau t6 mi
34 Ong Tr. V. H. C6 lic lam phé tdng théng.
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nudc va udng xen ké sdu trai dua Xiém.
Nay 6ng van con manh, nhung 6ng ciing
nhu t6i, song nhd thudéc men va séng
nhd cé bdc si tan tinh, 6ng nghi sao toi
khong biét, ché riéng toi, toi rat tiéc da
phi pham lic nho stic khoe mdt cach
that 1a ngu dai. Chinh ngay nay khi t6i
thady ching ban tranh nhau can ly nay
dén ly khac, va mét khi chai rugu da mé
nut thi quyét cho can dén giot cudi cung,
thiét 1a mot canh chiang ding diing ddng
ti€éc. Nhung may ai khuyén giai dugc dé
ti ctia Ly Bach, Luu Linh ¢ Rugu udng
via phai con thay ngon, uéng qua hép
chi l[am than cht cho bac si va trai hom.

Riéng anh ban T6t, dén nay van
manh va van & Sa Déc, khong nghe ndi
dau bao tu hay rach ruét non ruét gia.
Mot bang chiing ai ham giang mo-ranh
la bay.
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Cii ciing chét, kiéng cting vd hom,
hay la ta an uéng vtia viia va nhé khong

nén noi that véi bac si!

Téi but. - Ong cai tdng An Tinh, c6
nhan Lé Pinh Quang, sau thang huyén
ham, ngay 7-4-1932, khi tdi tu gia doi vé
Soc Trang, c6 biéu t6i mot binh vai st cd
quai, muc luc s6 51, t6i c6 ndi trong tap
sO 8 “Khéo vé do st men lam Hué” tip

ha, chuong néi vé binh vai.

Tot, sau nay toi co gdp trén Sai Gon.
Nhac lai chuyén mo 6¢ gao nam xua,
chang ta cudi, the ludi cho xem va khoe
khong bi miéng chai cat. Héi da hoc dugc
phép gi, Tot cudi thém 16n va noi dé la
phép say. Hdi khong rach rudt sao ? Tot

ngo toi va ndi : “Néu rach thi nay sao Tot
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con dung day. Va bao gid tién Luu Linh

van phu ho bon dé tu trung thanh nhu
Tot !”
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12. CANH BUOM BE HOAN

VI'/h(Ic khuya méi biét dém dai.
I Song dén hoém nay 12-1-1975,
bay muoci ba tudi, con hon mdt thang
niia t&i tét At Mo, 1a da bay muoi tu.
Kiép gia, song thtia, sao chua chét dé
tranh thay nhiing bai ddm ché ong
Truong Vinh Ky. Doc Bach Khoa III
XVII “Truong Vinh Ky trong quy dao
xam ldng van héa Phdp” Roi doc Bach
Khoa R. IV-XVIII “Truong Vinh Ky, bai
hoc cho ké hgp tac”.
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Poc sudt hai bai, lay lam t6i nghiép
cho nha hoc gia tién boi mién Nam. Chét
dugc dung tugng dong’, ma nay co tré
nhoé ddm dén dai dudi géc chan tugng.
Long mudn hdi tac gia hai bai nay, gia
thi gia goi 6ng & trong quy dao Méo, va
tiing hop tac véi Méo ? Co dugc khong ¢
Nhung hoi lam gi mo6t khi ngudi ta mudn
viét nhu vay, va ddm xung hom no & nha
kép Nam Chéu : “la mot nha van” (Chua
nhut 1-12-1974). Thiét la chat tai. Cing
may nhé lai d€ an ui, vita doc noi chuong
46, trong quyén quy gia “Tiéng hat song
Huong” ctia cu Ung Binh Thuc Gia Thi,
do ba Ton N Hy Chuong xudt ban nam
1972, nay mdi gbi biéu. Doc thay hai bai
nhu vay :

1) Véan hao Truong Vinh Ky :

35 Tugng dung trudc dinh Doc Lap, sau 1975 da bi dep bd.
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“Dao diic vin chuong la ong Triong
Vinh Ky

Cé tan thd, cd bdo chi, co tu vi ro rang.
Thanh danh rang giiia dinh hoan.

Hoc xua biét trudc chi dang cho hdu
sinh”

2) Thi gia Ton Tho Tudng :

“Nhd ngoc phun chdu, c¢6 nhiéu cdu
kiét tdc,

Hao doan 16i lac, c6 nhiéu doan danh
ngon.

Mot tay thi si tiéng don,

Cudi doi vua Ty Diic la ong Ton Tho
Tuong”

Thi ra ké khen ngudi ché déu cé, va
gam lai khongly cu Ung Binh 12 con dong
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chéau gidong, hoc luc uyén tham, cu thay
xa hiéu rong hon nhiéu va ké vé thuat xét
ddi cu ha di thua nha hiu sanh dam dai
ngon kia ¢ Lai cudi cho minh ding gitia
hai thé ket : ket gitia thé hé trén nhu cu
Ung Binh uyén bac mot long kinh trong
nguoi xua, ket gitia thé hé dudi ngua con
hau d4, té ra ché khen la quyén thién ha,
chi nuc cudi cho minh la thé hé hén, so
mai : lic nho sg¢ cha me, sg thay, trong
vé gia dugc hét sg, nay tudi gan xuong
10, cai sg cling chua tha : s¢g dam tré chui
thay. Hai 6ng Truong Vinh Ky va Ton Tho
Tudng ma c6 ngudi doi ha bé¢, thi minh
la cai tha gi ? Nhung xét lai trong doi cao
gidy cua minh da trdi,... t6i chua danh
di ki€p ngudi tuy trét da lam toéi moi an
com chdnh phu Tay ngdt hai chuc nam
du, - nén t6i thang thédn tiép tuc chép ra
day khoang doi t6i, nap tai liéu san cho
nguoi kia, mudn chui toi thi chii.
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Nhac lai khi con thudc Phap, ké vé
cong chuc cao cap lam viéc 6 Toa Bo (nay
doi goi toa hanh chanh, va cong chuc doi
goi can b, chung qui danh tu tuy doéi
ché cting mot ki€p ngudi cao gidy kiém
com), lac ay cling nhu bao nhiéu ngudi
di trudc va bao nhiéu ké dong thai, toi
nao phan biét thé nao la thuong nudc, va
tu xét chanh pht nao trén manh dat nay,
cling van cai tri va minh van phai phuc
tung, van cho minh com an do mac. Duy
may cau sanh sau khoi ki€p d6 ho, khong
thuong bon gia nang 16i chi trich, chud
thud ay muon lam Di Té thay hoi kho,
bat tho phan Chau, nhung rau Vilai ciing
moc trén dat nha Chau ché may thu ¢
Thud 4y trong hang boi Tay, moéi thu ky
chdnh ngach déu nudi hy vong tré thanh
huyén pht, méi linh quen déu dp G trong
tui cay gay linh nha dai tuéng (chaque
soldal loge dans sa giberne le baton de
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maréchal). Ai dau t6i khong r6, nudi ac
tam thi ddu lam quan 16n, dé hach dich
béc 16t, “lam dén chi phu mau”, nhung
d6i v6i t6i, ndi ra nay chang hg long, toi
chi mong 1én ngach cao an luong l6n, dé
bé dn xai, nhtt la mua sam do6 xua cho
phi chi. Nhiing ndm khoang trudc 1925,
trudng cao dang day luat va hanh chanh
6 Ha Noi (école supérieure de droit et
d’administration) chua dao tao va cung
cap da ngudi dung, thi chtic huyén ciing
dugc tuyén chon trong hang tho ky soai
pht lau ndm nhung bat budc nhiing
nguoi ndy phai qua hai ky thi d6 1ta :

a) Khoa nhtit goi “examen de culture
générale”, khao vé hoc luc phd thong,
tuong do6i dé ma khd, vi phai c¢6 thuc
tai, viét va noi tiéng Phap that ciing méi
mong trét lot. Tuy vay vi 1a khoa khéo
khi thudng (examen), nén khong nghe
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noi can danh phép. Khoa nay ndm 1927,
toi thi c6 mdt keo, may thoi dugc cham
dau dau. Khong biét nén goi may hay la
rai, vi ngwa mo hdu d4, t6i y tai phach
16i, sau vi tiéc deo dudi theo hoai, qua toi
chua tling thiy bién nén 16i trong rach
ngodi ma tuéng minh la thg gioi.

b) Khoa ké, goi “concours profes-
sionnel’, (khao vé chuyén nghiép va kha
ning) khoa nay thét gat m4u, s6 thi sinh
cang ngay cang nhiéu, so ldy do cang
ngay cang sut, vi vay tli nam 1929 v€ sau,
c6 nan danh phép, nay goi phai nho dic
Thanh Tran’® hé mang, thi méi mong
thoat khdi bua riu giam khao dugc, lam
ngu vugt vO mon, ca chép bién thanh
rong. Néi chi ddng khong nén quo daa
cd nam phao cho hét thay déu vay, va
cling c6 nhiéu ban cdng phu nhiéu, hoc

36 Bac thoi VNCH c6 in hinh “dtic thanh Tran”(Hung Dao
vuong).
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tdn tuy va thi véi thyc tai, van dau ty
nhién, nhung sé ndy rat it. Nay viéc cii
da qua, ban lai v0 ich nhung thiét tuéng
dsi nao cling thé, va lai t6i cé chu tam
muon vach nhiing 16i ¢t cia minh, dau
c6 ngudi chi, toi cling xin cui dau nhan
t0i va sam hoi, nghi nhu vay nén t6i van
chép ra day, cho dung cau : “Hon nta
doi hu” Tai sao toi mu quang, khong bo
cudc tim con dudng khac xuat than. Ro
1a hu, con choi céi gi ntia dugc. Nhung
trong tham tam, luc ay tuong lai van
mang nudc nha con mit mu, viéc lay
lai doc lap nhu nay chua thanh van de,
dudng cong danh cac ban dong boi va
toi déu nghi nhu nhau, lam viéc ki€ém
com d¢ thé nhi, v6i nghé cao gidy, thi
chanh phu nao ciing vay, cing déu mot
thé, dau lam vé&i Phap, mién biét giti
trong sach, khong then véi luong tam,
thi tha t6i lam cho dich ma ctiu vét duoc
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su lam than cho dong bao, con hon lam
cho dugc tiéng sach ma khong c6 chut
cong v6i xa hoi dang trong hong kém do
ho. budng c6 di mdi biét, khoan voi ché
khen tdi 16 miéng. Lai niia tbi co li quyét
thi cho dau, d€ lam guong tri chi c6 ngay
nén cong.

Truéc ndm 1926, ngudi dau khoa
phé thong thudc s6 it, nén ai ddu khoa
ndy thi k€ nhu chiac nam chtic huyén
trong tay. Ngo dau, dén lugt toi, dau roi
nam 1927, bi bat chd dén nam 1929,
ding bon nam trong chuc vu méi dugc
thi va cling ti ndm 1929, gap nan kinh té
khting hodng ma chdg, thém si tii c6 bang
tu tai dugc thi chung véi bon t6i goc thu
ky va xui xéo nhat la s6 tuyén chon han
ché c6 bon ngudi. Qua t6i da qua ngay
tho va ngu muoéi, mai tin noi sy cong
bang cua gidi quan trudng thai do. Ky
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thi tuyén kha nang tu 1929, tiéng rang
thi d€ chon ngudi ranh viéc hanh chanh,
ky trung dé la ctta m& rong cho sy hoi 19,
quan trén an theo dang quan, bop c6 bon
co ke luc chot lay lai phan nao, va quan
dudi tuc tho ky va ta tai, mudn dau duge
b6 huyén hang ba thi phai cé Ié mé, mac
stic va vét va tom gop lai sau. Nhiing con
ga khong ctia va da don tron nhu t6i, stc
may ma thi do, tic an do bao gio ?

Néam 1929, bai t6i la ai kha lam, néu
toi lam nhu ngudi ta, nghia la néu toi
chiu ton moét sO tién nhu ngudi ta doi
hoéi ndi sau day, thi co 1€ t6i c6 hy vong
dugc chdm ddu ciing chua biét chiing.
Nguyén lai s6 diém dau, theo nguyén
tac, it nht 1a phai trén s6 412 diém. Thé
thi s6 diém cta t6i, 1én dén 460 diém ttic
du chung dau. Nhung vi s6 tuyén han
ché chi ldy chi cé bon ngudi, phan ky

12. Cdnh buém bé hoan



Hon nira do’i hw (phdn 1) | 511

thi ndy nhu da néi la thi con cua (con-
cours), nén may anh T6 Van Qua, Tran
Véan Chi, Thai Nguoi Xang va toi cé tén
trong bang vi bang nam 1929, hién toi
con git dugc. Noi thiét ty, néu mot trong
bon dia chung t6i, c6 du tién danh phép
cho that dung chd, thi ciing dam “soan
ngoi” cua anh s6 4 Ngo6 Van Hoéa nao day,
dugc 1dm ché chang khong. Nhung néi
ma choi vay thoi, ché tai nao cai s6, véi
ban gidm khao lang-sa nam ay (1929)
ma chanh cha khao la tham bién Bus-
siere tinh Thi Dau Mot.

Toi con nhé rd, ndm do, sau khi thi
xong cac bai viét, budi chiéu t6i dua vg
toi lac do 1a Tuyét, dén an com Tay nha
hang Yeng Yeng, com ro6i dua nhau vé
phong tro & khach san Tan Hoa dudng
Bonard (nay 1a Lé Lgi). Viia nham mat
dudng stic, vi mai nay con chiu mot tran
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tht 1tia hach miéng, bong nghe c6 tiéng
g6 ctia. Do labac Ndm My, ngudi an nhan
nam xua cho t6i 6 tro an com thang, nay
dén thdm héi han vu thi cti... Bong bac
bdo t6i hay dua cho bac bon ngan dong
(4.000$00), thi sé dau. Ong d6c pht chu
quan Bén Cat (N.X.H) - bac Nam noi -
Ong thay danh séch cé thé chdm dau (ad-
missible) co tén may, nay tao lanh linh di
ki€ém may, may dua bén ngan cho dng thi
Ong noi mot tiéng véi cha khao la quan
thay ctia 6ng, ttic may dugc diu tuc thi.

Luc &y, t6i con tré, san tanh bdc truc
va hdo thang, t6i khinh bi cudi ma dap
rang : “Thua bac, bén ngan khong dé gi
kiém. Néu t6i co, tdi sé mua mot chiéc
xe Citroen ba dau ning (ba chd ngoi),
t6i va vg toi chiéu chiéu hong gi6 chiang
1a khodi hon. Téi khong lo 16t, vi hoi 16
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roi an lai nha nghéo, xau ho va then véi
luong tam.

Biac Nam khuyén t6i khong dugc
nén gian bo ra vé, nhung chua day mot
gio sau thi quay lai, diu giong cat nghia
cho téi nghe dip may ngan nam mdt
thud, phen nay ong déc phu vi thua bai
qua (6ng danh me), chiu b6t con hai
ngan thoi, va cam doan khi nao t6i thay
c6 tén trong bang hd, sé chi tién. “D.m,
nhu vay la tot qua buc, anh Nam hay néi
v6i nd, thud nay cac bac dan anh déu
dung cay cau ay, khuyén n6 diing tuéng
gidi dung cach khac, uéng cong I” Do la
may 161 n6i nang ctia 6ng N.X.H, ndi véi
bac Nam va bao bac néi nhan lai cho tbi
nghe. Nhung ndi va khuyén cach may
cling khong ddng, nén bac bd ra vé va
khong dén tham t6i cho dén ngay thi roi
toi trd vé Sa Déc.
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Sang biia sau tdi vao phong thi hach
miéng, toi céd cam gidc khong khi ngot
ngat nang né. Toi dang ngdi chum nhum
vGi cdc ban si tu, thuat lai cau chuyén
xay ra dém roi, anh em ban ra tan vao
dda thi khong tin, dda thi khen nhe gid
sao toi khong y theo cho an phan, bong
dén phién 6ng chu khao bat tay 1am viéc
va trudc tién ong goi tén toi 1én cho du
thi. Nhung thay vi hach hoi trong pham
vi kha nang, 6ng mdi t6i trinh giay thué
than cho 6ng kham. D¢ la moét viéc bat
thudng va ngoailé, visitu chi cé hai muoi
ba ngudi, va thay déu biét mdt nhau, dau
cd sy trong tréo gia mao gi dugc. Chu
khao doc trén t& thué than (nhu t& can
cudc ngay nay), thay toi sanh ndm 1904,
vao nam 1929 ding hai muoi lam tudi,
ong biu moi nhung khong ndi gi, tra lai
gidy thué€ va moi toi bat tham chon dé tai.
Toi quén noi ky thi nay rat quan trong, si
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ti c6 23 ngudi nén dé tai cau hoi dugc
viét san trén gidy rdi, cuon tron lai va dat
trong long rut chiéc dinh dong, 1a tham
nao boc roi la loai luén, khong dung lai
nia, d€ tranh sy trung diép. D€ tai toi
chon dugc la “Le budget régional” (s6
cong nho dia hat). Téi dang diing dién
giai nghe gion gia, bong 6ng cht khao
ngat ngang va hai tdéi mot cach bat ngo :
“Xin vui long cho biét thay gii chuc viéc
gi tai toa bod va & tinh nao ¢”. Toi thanh
that thua : “Da, toi hién lam viéc & toa bo
tinh Sa Déc va c6 phan sy trong nom vé
cong nho dia hat”. Ong vut v6 ban cudi
16n va phéan bua : “Hen chi anh néi nghe
sudn sé va ranh mach qud ! Nhu vay la
tring tu anh r6i. Nhung day la ky thi vé
kha ndng cong chtic cao cap va Uy ban
chiung t6i c6 trach nhiém tuyén chon
nguoi xting dang, nhit 1a tranh sy may
rai. Vay thi anh hay ndéi qua “cong nho
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tai chinh nhugng dia Quang Chau Loan”
dé xem thuc tai ctia anh ra thé nao, nhu
anh noi dugc toi sé cho diém cao”.

Va tuc nhién vi t6i khinh thudng
khong nghién ctu van dé “Le budget du
Kouang-tchéou-wan” va khong tra 16i
On thoa. (Ma t6i dam chac trong dam si
tu ky thi dé cting déu bi 16i nhu t6i). Va
két qua 1a toi thi rét.

Néam 4ay thi r6i vé tinh Sa Déc, trong
tai tdi cOn vang vang cau khuyén nhiéu y
nghia cta vi cht khdo la tham bién Thu
Dau Mot Bussiere : “Thay con tré qua,
mdi hai muoi lam tudi dau, con du thi
gio dé gia dan thém. Dudng cong danh
thay con dai, va tuong lai hy vong thay
con tran tré. Thay nén nhan nai... Hay
xem may ban dong khoa véi thay ngoi
duéi kia, ngudi nao ciing dau hai thu
toc, ma con lan dan noi trudng 6c. Ké
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trudc t6i ngudi sau cling téi, lo gi ? Theo
toi, thdy nén nhudng ché cho ho, qua
sang nam toi sé nhG dén thay néu t6i con
dugc cti lam chu khdo nhu ndm nay. Hé
hé ! Pham trdi cay, phai doi chin muoi
mdi la trai ngon ¢

Nhu vay, thtt hdi néu dém ro6i toi ung
thuan chiu lo héi 1 cho chim méi la 6ng
Pht Bén Cat, thi biia nay t6i c6 hy vong
gi khoi bi tham bién Thua Dau Mot Bus-
siere hoi cau hoc bua va ctu d6 cho toi
dau khong ?

Tai sao to6i khong sém tinh ngo va
chiu hiéu cau noéi day y nghia cta chu
khdo, ntia dua nua that, ntia khuyén toi
nén biét diéu, ntia day t6i 4n nhan dgi
thoi. Nhung nay viéc roi toi xét lai, chang
qua dé 1a luat nhon qua, dé 1a then chét.
Khong c6 vay, lam sao co chuyén viét
thanh sach “Hon ntia déi hu”
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Pai pham rugu phai uoéng cho dén
can, va toi xin thuét lai day tuong tdn noi
md& am cua toi xin ché trach toi dai dong
va nhu vdy méi thdy nhiing hu hén cta
toi, va ai la khach da qua cau méi biét !

Sudt mudi bén ndm bat tan, tdi ngu
mudi deo duoi theo nghiép khoa ctt hu
danh, tii ndm 1929 dén ndm 1942, ma
chua tinh mong, ct tin thi mai c6 ngay
dau. Ngo dau ngay nay nghiém ra va giac
ngd da tré, thi concours professionnel,
tiéng rang thi chon ngudi cé kha ning
chtc nghiép, ky trung la thi manh khde,
ai gioi chay chot la cé phan may “t6i noi
t6i chon’, ché dé gi ldy tai “tron” ra tng
ct, khac nao con ga da d6 khong cya ma
ddm so tai v6i ga “cda chuodi bén ngdt
nhu dao”, minh thi tai ma ho thi tién thi
minh thua la cai chac.

Tai sao lac d¢ t6i khong bo nghé cao
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gidy, sang qua nghé khac it canh tranh
nhu nghé lam bédo hay viét lach chang la
hon ? Nhung nhu da néi, t6i ngu téi, van
ngdy tho hiéu rang nghé lam tho ky cho
chanh phu van 1a nghé trong sach nhu
muon nghé khac, mién minh & gitia dam
bun lay ma khong nhiém tat xau, héi 16
an cta dut, thi luong tam viing vang.

~ Ky thi tht 2 : mé ngay 1-12-1931.
Si tu 27 ngudi. Chu khao la 6ng Estebe,
tham bién chu tinh Tan An, phu ta cha
khao la 6ng Bunou, dau Phong Nhtit
dinh Thuong Tho (N¢i vu) va gidm thi
ky thi viét 1a 6ng Doc phu Ngbé Vin
Chiéu, ngudi dau tién ti Ha tién dem veé
Sai Gon thuyét xay ghé cau co, ttic ngudn
goc ctia dao Cao Dai sau nay. Két qua co
ndm ngudi dau.

Nam nay t0i thi r6t la dang kiép vi
sudt ndm 1931, t6i mang lo viéc gia tai
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cho Tu la ngudi vg nay da ly di. Nam
ndy c6 mot si ti gdp dip may hiém co la
bai viét ky 3, thao lai btic thu tra 16i mot
van dé nao do, thi ong T, gdp ban gidp
(minute de lettre) bd quén sot lai trong
ho so, 6ng danh lieu chép y rdi thu tieu
ban gidp, bai dugc chdm nhtit hang. Mai
l4u sau 6ng Vo Van Nhiéu méi thuit lai.

Ky thi thi 3 : M& ngay 1-3- 1933 - S§
st quén ghi. C6 ba ngudi dau.

Nam nay, thi roi ho so déu niém lai
khong cho ai biét, két qua tuyén bo rat
tré. Co mot ngudi chi c6 cong do gidy s
cho ba thong doc Krautheimer ma nén
cong danh. Riéng t6i, cong dang hoa may
thang troi, hoc dén xép ve ma van phui
tay khong, tuy chu khao 1a tham bién Le
Strat trudc nham & Sa Déc, cb biét hoc
luc va tanh tinh t6i, nhung khong giup
ich dugc gi.
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Ky thi thti 4 : M& ngay 16-12-1935
— Chu khao, gdp Bussiére lai nita, va ky
ndy ong ciing xét gidy thué than téi ma
khong xét ngudi nao khac : tai sao ?

Phu khdo : Ong Nay de Touris, s
kho bac va 6ng Monvoisin, dinh Thugng
Tho.

Giam thi ky thi viét : Ong d6c pht
Ho6 Biéu Chanh (H6 Vén Trung).

Ky nay, chua cay la rét so6 Mot, khit
nat véi ngudsi doi s6. Gap thay boi tén
Tran Thuc Sanh, coi tay va coi tuéng, néi
minh vé gia tot phuc, ndm nay khong
d4u vi tiéu nhon am hai, muén dau phai
liéu nhu danh bai thua. Nhung minh van
nhtit quyét khong “liéu nhu danh bai’,
chi tu trach con 6¢c mé tin, tin di doan va
van di xem boi.
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Ky thi thii 5 - M& ngy 24-8- 1937 -
Cht khao : Ong Roger.

Phy t4 gidm khao : Ong Nadal dau
phong Ba va ong Josa dau phong Tu,
dinh Thugng Tho.

Cu tt ¢6 hai muoi tdm ngudi, minh
&t sO 28 vi t0i dam cai ly véi giam khao.
SO lay dau la bon ngudi, cling quén bién
danh tinh d¢€ lai, vi budn tai. TU ndm
ndy, van thi di cho lay c6, nhung da that
niém tin va tu chu. Lai ntia, bé thé da déi
thay, gia tu kha hon.trudc, nhd dn gia tai
cta Ba Phu An Soc Trang la ndi t6 nguoi
ban nay da ly di. Tinh thé nay déi doi,
nhung khong ddm quén tri an ngudi da
khuat. Cing tu day, say mé do co, moi
14n thi rét 1a an i mua vé mdt ¢6 ngoan
dang gia, bat ngd nay tré nén mot thanh
cong 16n, con 16n hon budi xua thi dau.
O ho ! Thoi da ? Ménh da ? Ching qua
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vi van thdi, khong nén trach cd vao so
mang va nén ty tin vao stc cta minh tu
tao la hon.

Ky thi thi 6 — M6 lién nam sau, ngay
1-6-1938, nén cac ct ti déu khong du bi
kip. Ong Lariviére, tham bién tinh Bac
Liéulam cht khdo. Phuy td gidam khdo gom
ong Nadal dau phong Ba va 6ng Kresser,
dau phong Tu, dinh Thugng Tho. Ky nay
ddng cdo thi ldy sau ngudi dau, nhung
ong Larivere do cé cdm tinh va tling thay
cach t6i lam viéc tai toa b6 Can Tha, nén
sau khi thi, 6ng khong tuyén bo két qua
ma lap bién ban dé nghi l1én quan théng
déc xin tuyén thém ba nguoi dau s6 7 la
toi, sO 8 1a Trang va s6 9 la dng Hai, vién
cG ca ba déu co s6 diém trén trung binh
va dang dugc cham dédu. Rui cho t6i, luc
dé lai co6 tho roi t6 cdo tdi: a) Lo 16t tién
bac (nam trdm dong) cho mot co-milam
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viéc tai phong nhon ty va biét dau dé bai
thi viét, b) Toi c6 hanh kiém x4u, bo vo
ngheo cuéi vg giau, ¢) Pa mua chudc
tham bién Le Strat ky thi nam 1933 v.v...

Vi vdy, dng Lariviére ndi gidn, thay
to vi bang khac, lai bo t6i ra va chim
ddu tam ngudi. Day la mot bai hoc dau
thuong, vi toi giau c6 nén cé ngudi ganh
ghét am hai, khi t6i kéu oan thi sy da tré,
nén xu chim xu6ng, hua lai ky sau.

Ky thi 7 : M ngay 19-2-1941. Ky
nay c6 dén hai ban giam khao : a) Ban
gidm thi gom ba 6ng : Kerjean, Le Pel-
lisier va Trinh Pinh Quy, coi thi, b) Ban
giam khao thi va cham bai, gom ba 6ng
. Goutcs, tranh bién Chg Lén ; Rolland,
ngach dién thé va Mialin, ddu phong
Nhut, dinh Thugng Tho.
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Ky thi nay c6 mot cai cach la cho thi
tng dap trudc khi thi dm ta. Cu tl ca thay
la hai muoi ngudi nhung qua ky hach
miéng chi con lai c6 tdm ngudi, trong s6
ay c6 toi. Nhung khi thi xong ba bai viét
dén chiéu ngay 22-2-1941, 6ng Rebouil-
lat, chu su phong Nhon ty, da quen véi
toi lic & Can Tho, nay ong cho hay toi
rét niia, va cac s6 diém cta toila:

Ky tung ddp, ndm na goi thi hach
miéng. Hanh chanh (daministralion
générale) 10 ; Tai chinh (régime finan-
cier) 15; Luat (droit) 16 ; St dia (géogra-
phie) 18 ; Hanh chanh dia phuong (ad-
ministration provinciale) 12. Téong = 71.

Thi viét Bai thd nhtt, s6 diém va hé
sO 11 x 5 =55; Bai tht hai 11 x 3 =33 ;
Baithiuba8x5=40;Baithitul1x5=
55; Bai thi nam 11 x 3 = 33. Tong = 216.
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Tong cong =71 + 216 = 287.

Theo nguyén tac phai c6 312 diém la
buc trung méi dau, va toi thiéu 25 diém,
trong s6 do cé ba ngudi dau.

Hom biét dugce két qua, toi phai goi
xe kéo dua vé nha vi qua buon. Hom sau
khong con long nao lam viéc, dinh xin
thoi vé nha vui tha dién vién nhung 6ng
Rebouillat cho hay luc nay tinh hinh ng-
hiém trong, chanh phu khong chap nhan
cho thoi dau ma hong lam don vo ich.
Ong lai cho hay trong mot bai viét t6i co
dung moét cau chit la-tinh ma ban gidm
khao nghila “khéng tu nhién at 6 ta tha
nhon lam bai gitm” nén cho di€m nhd
(8 x 5), vi vay ma rét.

— Ky thi tht 8 va ky chét — Mé hai thi
ngay 21-7-1942. Ban gidm khao gom c6:
Wolf, tham bién chu tinh Tha Dau Mét,
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chanh cht khao va Freyssenge va Beal-
vais, dau phong noi dinh Thugng Tho,
giap at pho chu khéo.

Cu tu 24 ngudi gdbm bon tu tai va 20
tho ky da dau khoa phé thong (culture
générale), trong sO cd cac ban quen cii
1a Nguyén Dinh Hao, Duong Vian Hung,
H6 Van Manh, Nguyén Vian Vang, Duong
Van Ky, Tran Van Hung, v.v...

Nam nay t6i r6t dau nhtit va nhuc
nha nhut vi bi loai vong dau trong ky
hach miéng. Va ky thi cham dau c6 ba
nguoi cling quen biét va khong nhé ro la
ai, nhung trong s6 dé c6 anh Duong Van
Ky. Mot anh ntia la Nguyén Vin Gido
nhung sau cudc ddo chinh duéi trao thu
tuéng Nguyén Van Thinh, anh dugc b6
nhiém lam huyén va lan 1én doc phua dé
la viéc khac.
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Riéng t0i, that bai vé thi ct, ké bay
lan trudc thi long cé budn tiic that vi ¢
thé dau nhung bi ganh ti hodc bi nghi
ngd viéc nay viéc no ma rét. Duy dén ky
thd tdm nay, r6t roi long khong budn tc
ntia ma chi chan ché cho ct nghiép lao
dao lan dan, khi biét minh luén luén bi
dim, bi dé dau xuong thi mong gi dau ?
Viéc lam dau tién la ngay 25-7-1942 6m
m¢ sach hoc thi ca thay tam cu6n, dem
lai hiéu Tin My dudng La Grandiere
ban dugc hai muoi bay dong, chiéu lai
dem tiéu véo trong moét btia com Chg
Lén, tong khi cai gidc mé do ham lam
huyén lam phu, trong khi tai khong cé
ma mi¢ng thé giém pha thi nhiéu. Cai
nghé lam huyén dé€ cai tri din, dau phai
dé danh cho nhting ké dai dot nhu toi
muon trong sach va khong chiu di theo
con dudng vach san, la phai lo lot dé thi
dau roi vo vét mét may g& von lai sau.

12. Cdnh buém bé hoan
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Toi néi day khong c6 y quo diia ca ndm
va xin chtia nhiing anh c¢6 thuc tai, di thi
va ddu do suc riéng, tuc khong cay than
cay thé. Luc do6 toi rat ty tin noi tudi tré
va noi cong lao an hoc, tudng rang “céd
cong mai sat c6 ngay nén kim», nhung
ndi mai nham tai, t6i xin chiu tdi lic nho
duy c¢6 mot chii xting ddng danh dau
cudc doi “phan nta ki€p” cta toi, doé la
chit “Hu” to tudng.

Va cudn sach nay, lay nhan la “Hon
nta doi hu” la vi vay.

Viét dén day, miéng dang luGi kho,
16 khoc 16 cudi, viia nhé viia tham thia
cau bat hu trong Cung Oan :

Canh buém bé hoan ménh mang,

Cai phong ba khéo cgt phudng loi
danh !

12. Canh buém bé hoan
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Con nhiéu cau ntia déu hay va day
doi, nhung minh khong nén ngam, vi
dau cho giong tot cling nén cam miéng
lai, vi r6 la “thang Hu !”

Cam on da dugc thi rét !

12. Cdnh buém bé hoan












