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Doi diéu vé tac gia 11
Jules Gabriel Verne

Poi diéu vé dich gia 30
Nguyén Quan

LGi noi dau 38

Phan thu nhat

1. Chuong 1 43
Mot phiéu vat

2. Chuong 2 62
Piéu hon I€ thiét

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn 20.000 ddm duv6i ddy bién (tdp 1)
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3. Chuong 3
Xin tuy y Ong

4. Chuong 4
Né Lang (Ned Lang)

5. Chuong 5
Cudc liéu linh

6. Chuong 6
Dung hét toc luc

7. Chuong 7
Mot loai ca voi chua tiing thay

8. Chuong 8
Chuyén dong trong yéu t6 chuyén
dong

9. Chuong 9
Con gian ctia Né Lang

10. Chuong 10
Con ngudi cua bién ca

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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116
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180

200

219

Vinggmillellieuestsousilesiniersh|

11. Chuong 11 247
Con tau Nam Ti Lty (Nautilus)

12. Chuong 12 266
Hoan toan bang dién luc

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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pOI1 PIEU VE TAC GIA
JULES GABRIEL VERNE

1. D6i diéu vé Jules Verne

Jules Gabriel Verne (sinh ngay 8
thang 2 nam 1828 - mat ngay 24 thang
3 nam 1905) la mdt nha van, nha khoa
hoc, la ngudi di tién phong trong thé
loai ti€u thuyét khoa hoc vién tudng va
dugc cong nhan rong radi la mot trong
nhiing ngudi da khai sinh ra thé loai van
hoc nay. Ong dugc cho 1a mo6t ngudi cé
tam nhin v6 cung rong rai, tién bd va
di trudc thaéi dai trong nganh khoa hoc,

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn 20.000 ddm duv6i ddy bién (tdp 1)
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nhd vay 6ng cé khd ndng tudng tugng
va viét ra nhiing tic phdm van con gia
tri tham khao vé mat khoa hoc dén tin
ngay nay.

Nha van Jules Vernes d€ lai nhiing tac
phdm kinh dién cho nén van hoc Phap

Trong nhiing cuén ti€u thuyét cua
minh, 6ng thudng viét vé cac chu dé
phiéu luu bang may bay, tau ngdm rat
hién dai, hay nhiing chuyén du hanh vao
vil tru bang nhiing cong nghé vd cling

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh|WK;

tién ti€n trudc ca khi con ngudi that sy
phat minh ra dugc ching trong thuc té.
Theo t6 chtic Index Translationum, dng
1a tac gia c6 nhiing tac pham dugc dich
nhiéu tht 3 trén thé gidi, va nhiing dau
truyén ctia Ong ciing da dugc chuyén thé
thanh phim, phim hoat hinh, kich nghé

rat nhiéu lan.

Jules Verne sinh ra & Nantes, Phap,
va la con trai truéng trong s6 5 nguoi
con cua Pierre Verne, moét luat su va ba
Sophie Allote de la Fuje Verne. Vao mua
he, cd nha 6ng song trong mot can nha &
ngoai 6 thanh phd, canh con song Loire.
Canh tau thuyén tdp nap & day da bat dau
cung c6 cho Jules Verne mot tri tudng
tugng vo cung phong phu nhu 6ng da
ghi lai trong cudn truyén ngan «Souve-
nirs denfance et de jeunesse» (Ky ni¢m
thdi nién thiéu).

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Vao ndm 11 tudi, 6ng lén gia dinh
thué mot chd trén mot chiéc thuyén
bubm 3 tang di dén An Do d€ kham pha.
Tuy chuyén di khong thanh cong do bi
cha 6ng phat hién, nhung dam mé phiéu
luu va kham pha van luén chay am i
bén trong 6ng. Khi 16n 1én, 6ng hoc tai
trudng Dai hoc Bach Khoa Paris, khoa
luat, d€ tré thanh mot luat su giong nhu
cha ctia 6ng. Song véi tam hon bay bong
va kha ndng tudng tugng trdi cho cua
minh, 6ng cling da danh nhiéu thoi gian
dé tip tanh viét lach. Khoang thoi gian
dau, ong tap trung vao viét nhiing vé
kich, tho, ong thich viét vé nhiing giac
md, nhiing chuyén phiéu luu kham pha
dé thoa man dam mé ctia minh.

Jules bat dau xuit ban nhiing tac
pham d4u tién cua minh trén t6 Le Mu-
sée de familles, bao gom cac truyén ngan

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniershl W E)

nhu Les Premiers navires de la marine
mexicaine (Nhiing chiéc tau dau tién cua
hai quan Mexico) hay Un Drame dans les
airs (Bi kich gitta khong trung) vao nam
1851. Mot nam sau, 6ng vao lam viéc tai
nha hat Théatre-lyrique, tai day ong da
tham gia sang tac phan 16i cho rat nhiéu
tac pham san khau khac nhau, trong dé
dang chu y nhat l1a vé nhac kich Colin-
Maillard.

Nam 1862, Jules Verne gap nha xuat
ban Pierre-Jules Hetzel, m¢t trong nhiing
nguoi quan trong nhat cta nganh xuat
ban Phap thé ky tha 19, ngudi da tung
phat hanh cac tac pham ctia nhiing nha
van 16n nhu Victor Hugo hay Georges
Sand. Cudn tiéu thuyét dau tién cta Jules
Verne dugc in tai Hetzel la Cing semaines
en ballon (Nam tuan trén khinh khi cau)
vao ndm 1863. La mdt tac pham da tling

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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bi rat nhiéu nha xuat ban tu chéi vi nd
qua “khoa hoc”, Nam tuén trén khinh khi
cau trd thanh mot hién tugng van hoc
lac bay gio, vuot qua ca bién gidi nudc
Phap.

Trong vong 40 ndm, Jules Verne da
sang tac loat truyén Voyages extraordi-
naires (Nhiing cuoc du hanh ky la) bao
gdém nhting ti€u thuyét 1é no6i vé nhiing
cudc phiéu luu mang hoihuéng khoahoc
gia tudng, co6 hon 54 ti€u thuyét da dugc
in thanh sach, trong d6 thanh cong nhat
phai ké dén Voyage au centre de la Terre,
Vingt mille lieues sous les mers va Le tour
du monde en quatre-vingts jours (Tam
muoi ngay vong quanh Thé gi6i).

Sau khi 6ng qua ddi, rat nhiéu tiéu
thuyét méi ctia 6ng van dugc tiép tuc
xuat ban bdi ngudi con trai Michel Verne,
nguoi c¢6 trach nhiém quan ly so lugng

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh| i V4

ban thao khdng 16 lic dng con song.

2. Nhiing tac phadm ndi bat ctia Jules
Verne

Tam muoi ngay vong quanh Thé
gidi (Le tour du monde en 80 jours)

Tac phdm dugc viét khi ban thén tac
gia cling gdp rat nhiéu kho khan vé tai
chinh, ciing nhu cha ctia 6ng viia qua
doi. Nhiing d8i méi cong nghé cta thé
ky thd 19 da gitp cho ngudi ta c6 thé
di tu Chau luc nay dén Chau luc khac
mot cdch nhanh chdng, va di€u nay da
vO cung thdi thuc, mé hodc Verne va
doc giad ctia 6ng. Dac biét, trén thé gidi
via c6 3 dot pha vé cong nghé vao giai
doan 1869-1870 do la hoan thanh tuyén
dudng sat xuyén luc dia dau tién ctia My
(1869), m& ctia kénh dao Suez (1869), va
su lién két cac tuyén duong sit An Do

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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xuyén tiéu luc dia (1870). Viéc nay khoi
ddy ham muén di chuyén cua tit ca moi
nguoi rang bat cu cu ai cling c6 thé ngodi
xuong, lén lich trinh, mua vé va bat dau
chuyén di vong quanh thé gidi. Mot dieu
ma trugc day chi danh cho nhiing nha
tham hiém gan da.

Tac pham Vong quanh thé gidi
trong 80 ngay

Cuén ti€u thuyét bat dau ciu chuyén
tai Luan Don vao ngay 2 thang 10 ndm

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

VingtimillellieuestsousilesiniershlWE

1872. Phineas Fogg la mét ngudi dan
ong giau co, chua lap gia dinh cung
nhiing thdi quen sinh hoat v6 cung binh
thudng. Ly do vi sao 6ng trd nén giau cé
cling khong ai biét va 6ng cling c6 mot
cudc song kha khiém tén tuy cé phan
nguyén tic. Ong da tiing sa thai ngudi
giup viéc trudc day, James Forster vi
dem dén nudc cao rau lanh hon 2 do so
vé6i thuong 1€, va mot nhan vién ci cua
ong cling bi duoi vi don btia sang cho
ong tré hon hang ngay 1 phut. Ong thué
mot ngudi tuy tung ngudi Phdp mdéi tam
khoang 30 tudi tén la Passpartout. Tai
Cau lac bo Cai cach, 6ng tham gia vao
mot cudc tranh cai vé mot bai bao trén
td The Daily Telegraph, la mot t& nhat
bao c6 thét trong lich st, ndi rang véi
viéc mé ra doan dudng sat An D9, con
nguoi ta da co thé di vong quanh thé gidi
trong 80 ngay.

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Ong chdp nhan t6 chiic mot cudc
danh cugctrigia 20.000 Bang Anh vé&i cac
thanh vién trong cau lac bd rang 6ng cé
thé hoan thanh chuyén di trong 80 ngay.
Cung voOi nguoi tuy tung Passepartout,
ong roi khoi Luan Don bang tau hoa vao
8 gid 45 phut t6i ngay 2 thang 10 nam
1872, hen sé quay trd lai cau lac bo sau 80
ngay, d6 1a ngay 21 thang 12. Trén chuyén
di, 6ng da gdp rat nhiéu kho khén, thu
thach nhu ngudi ban dia tdn cong, bi cho
vao tu, ra toa, con tau gip bao...v.v...
Nhiing cudi cung véi long diing cam,
kién cudng, 6ng da hoan thanh chuyén
di.

Hanh trinh vao tam Trai dat (Voyage
au centre de la Terre)

La mot cudn tiéu thuyét khoa hoc
vién tudng dugc xuit ban vao nam 1864.
Pay 1a moét tic phdm tiéu biu khang

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh| 4|

dinh cho cau néi “Thu duy nhat giéi han
chung ta chinh la kha nang tuéng tugng”.
Jules Verne da rat thanh cong trong viéc
phac hoa mot thé gisi dudi long dat vo
cung phong phu, mau sac, cung nhiing
tinh tiét li ky, hap dan, cudn hut ngudsi
doc. Nhung néu nhin ti géc do khoa
hoc, cau chuyén nay khong cé gia tri tudi
tho cao nhu nhiing tic phdm khac cta
ong vi nhiing y tuéng ctia dng ve 16i ctia
Trai Dat déu dan da dugc chiing minh la
khong chinh xac.

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)



22 9 Jdles Verme

Tac phdm Hanh trinh vao tdm trai dat

Tuy vay, diém cong cho tic phidm
nay chinh la niém tin cua Verne, dugc ké
qua quan diém cua nhan vat chinh rdng,
long dat that sy khdc xa so véi nhiing gi
cac nhan vat du doan. M6t diéu doc dao
cta tac phdm nay con viéc gido duc cho
doc gid bang cach dua ra vao nhiing sinh
vat da tuyét ching vao dung thai ky dia
chat cta chung, 6ng da cho ngudi doc
hinh dung vé thé giGi c6 dai tu ky bang
ha cho dén thai ky khung long.

Cau chuyén ké vé mot gido su nguoi
brictén Lidenbrock bat dau nghién ngam
vé cudn sach ma dng viia mua, mot cuon
bién nién st ctia Snorri Sturluson viét vé
cac nha vua ngudi Na Uy tling tri vi xd
Iceland vao thé ky 12, trong dé ong vo
tim tim thdy nhiing ghi chu bang ky tu
0. Sau vai ngay giai ma, ong dich dugc

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh|WX;

doan ghi chd rang hay di xudng miéng
nui lta Sneefellsjokull. Gido su Liden-
brock lap ttc 1én duong dén Iceland dé
khdm phd miéng nui ltia nay. Sau khi
tién sau vao miéng nui lta, doan tham
hiém gém gido su Lidenbrock, cau chau
trai ciia ong Axel, va ngudi dan dudng
Hans da gdp phai rat nhi€u hién tugng
ky la va ca nhiing nguy hiém chét nguoi.

Cang tién sau vao long dat, bon ho
lai dugc chiing kién nhiing thi chua bao
gi® xuadt hién trén mdt dat nhu mot tham
thuc vat vo cung méi mé, hé sinh thai
cua nhiéu loai cay hoda thach va nhiing
cay ndm khong 16, nhiing loai khing
long da bi tuyét chung.

Hanh trinh vao tam Trai Pat con
mang dén nhiing bai hoc nhan van, sau
sac, do la day con ngudi phai biét khat
khao theo dudi ly tudng ctia minh nhu

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)



24 9 Jiles Verme

cach ma Gido su Lidenbrock da lam. Su
diing cdm khong chiin budc trudc nguy
hiém ctia Axel va sy that tha, biét giup
dd moi ngudi nhu Hans. Day cing la
mot tac phdm thich hgp véi lda tudi hoc
sinh vi né giup kich thich sy to mo, sdng
tao va kha nang viét truyén cho lta tudi
nho.

Hai van dam dudi bién (Vingt mille
lieues sous les mers: Tour du monde
sous-marin)

Dugc xuat ban lan dau tu thing 3
ndm 1869 dén thang 6 nam 1870 trong
tap chi dinh ky Magasin d’Education et
de Récréation. Phién ban c6 tranh minh
hoa dugc xuat ban béi Hetzel vao thang
11 ndm 18711 gom 111 tranh minh
hoa ctia hoa si Alphone de Neuville va
Edouard Riou. Diy dugc xem la mot
trong nhiing cuon tiéu thuyét phiéu luu

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh| 4]

mao hiém xuat sic nhat moi thoi dai va
la mét trong nhiing sang tac vi dai nhat
ctia Verne. Ban mo ta va ghi chu con tau
“Nautilus”, con tau ma cac nhan vat chinh
dung dé€ kham pha dudi bién trong tac
phdm, dugc coi la di trudc thai dai, vi nd
mang nhting ddc tinh v6 cung chinh xac
cta tau ngam hién dai, trong khi thai ky
cuon sach dugc viét ra mai chi c6 nhiing
chiéc tau ngam rat so khai.

Tac phdm Hai van ddm dudi bién

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Ngoai ra tiéu dé ctia cuon sach Hai
van ddm, that ra khong phai la d¢ sau
20.000 dam nhu ngudi doc van lam
tudng, ma doé la khodng cach ma tau
Nautilus da di chuyén & duéi bién. Do
sau l6n nhét dugc dé cap trong cuon sach
1a 4050 league (tuong duong 16000km).

Cau chuyén bat dau vao nam 1866,
tau bién cia mdt s6 quoc gia da phat hién
ra nhiing con quai vt bién bi an. Chinh
phu Hoa Ky khéi dong mot cudc tham
hiém trén bién dé€ tim va tiéu diét con
quai vat dd. Gido su Pierre Aronnax, nha
sinh hoc bién, gido su vién bao hang Par-
is cing nguoi cong su Conseil va ngudi
tho sdn ca voi Ned Land da c6 mot cudc
hanh trinh bat dac di khi dét nhién bi
roi vao con tau Nautilus ky la, duéi su
chi huy ctia nguoi thuyén truéng bi an
Nemo.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh| W4

Cudc phiéu luu vao chon dai duong
ménh mong bao la da cho ca doan dugc
chiém nguéng nhiing ky quan da mat
nhu luc dia Atlantis, tham gia vao nhiing
cudc chién dau véi nhiing loai sinh vat
bién to 16n, hung di trong truyén thuyét
va ca nhiing con tau chién ham cta con
nguoi. Sau tat cad chuing ta lai nhén ra,
nhiing loai sinh vét bién dang sg va ky la
nhét hoa ra lai la chinh con ngudi.

G phin cudi chuyén, nhiing cudc
giao tranh va thi¢t hailén con tau da thay
ddi tinh cach cia Nemo, moi ngudi da
dan mat di y chi sinh ton. Sau cung, Ned
Land, Conseil va Aronnex dugc nhiing
ngu dan trén bo bién Na Uy giai ctiu,
con sO phan cua Nautilus cung thuyén
trudng Nemo van sé mai mai la mdt bi
an ngoai dai duong.

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Co6 thé noi rang tri tudng tugng ctia
Jules Verne chinh la kho bau cho ca nhan
loai. Ciing c6 vai ngudi noéi rang ban than
Jules Verne chinh 1a mét “nha tién tri”.
Nhiing tac phdm cta ong hién lén trong
mat ngudi doc that dep va day mau sac,
va né mang dén cho doc gia nhiing phut
gidy dam chim vao thé€ gidi phiéu luu li
ky nhat.

Nguon:

https://jpt.edu.vn/blog/jules-verne-tac-
gia-nguoi-phap-voi-nhung-cau-chuyen-
khoa-hoc-gia-tuong

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh| WY

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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POI PIEU VE DICH GIA
NGUYEN QUAN
(1923 - 2011)

Mong Binh Son la mdt nha vén, dich
gid ngudi Viét Nam. Trong su nghiép
van chuong ctia minh, 6ng st dung
nhiéu but danh nhu Phan Canh, Phan
Canh Trung, Phan Hong Trung, Hong
Trung, Nguyén Quan, Phan Quan va
tham gia trén cdc linh vuc sdng tac vin
hoc nghé thuat, phé binh, khao ctiu, bién
soan, suu tam, dich thuat.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniershl KD

Dich gia Mong Binh Son - Phan Canh
(hinh chup thang 6 - 1993)

Tiéu su:

Dich gia Mong Binh Son, tén that la
Phan Canh, sinh nam 1923 tai x6m Tho

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Son, Thon Tho Loc, xa Nhon Tho, thi
x4 An Nhon, tinh Binh Dinh. Ong 14 con
thu 13 cua mét gia dinh chuc sac thai
Bao Dai, hoc dén trung hoc, nhung thi
ta tai Tay khong dau, anh hudng nhiéu
bdi nén Tay hoc, giao du va quan hé véi
ngudi Phap nhiéu nén 6ng ranh tiéng
Phéap hon tiéng Han.

Nam 1946, o6ng dugc theo hoc
16p dao tao Tu Phép tai Bong Son, roi
dugc bo vao lam thdm phan tai Toa an
tinh Pha Yén (Chinh pht quoc gia mién
nam Viét Nam - thoi Béiu Loc). Thoi tré,
ong con co tai st dung Violon, hoa chéan
dung va... rat dao hoa v6i nti gidi; chinh
vi thé ma cudc doi O6ng ludn lao dao va
chon chan vi nhiing ngudi phu nd.

Co ngudi noi rang, ti khi vuéng vao
moi duyén véi “Nhi Kiéu” nam 1967,
cudc ddi 6ng quanh quan trong nha, va

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh|IKX;

chi c6 sang tac va sang tac, moi moi quan
hé bén ngoai hau nhu ngung tré. Nhat la
thoi diém sau nam 1975, dén ndi nhiéu
tac pham cua ong bi doi tén, thay tac gia,
xuat ban ldu o6ng cling khong hé biét,
tham chi khong quan tam.

Ong ta thé vao thang 5 nim 2011,
tho 89 tuoi.

Tac phidm:

La mot nha vén, dich gia noi tiéng,
trong su nghiép van chuong cua minh,
ong tham gia hau hét cac linh vuc siang
tac van hoc nghé thuat, phé binh, khao
cuu, bién soan, suu tam, dich thuat... Dac
biét, ong dugc coi la ngudi tién phong
khai sinh ra ti€éu thuyét ki€ém hiép Viét
Nam.

Dich thuat:

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Ong néi tiéng véi cdc ban dich tiéu
thuyét lich st Trung Hoa, tiéu thuyét
phiéu luu Phap nhu:

1. Han S& Tranh Hung (tén Han
Viét la «Tay Han Chi») (48 hoi) — Nha
xuat ban Tré TP HO6 Chi Minh (nam
1989)

2. Tai Sanh Duyén (con goi la «Su
tich Manh Lé Quan») (74 hoi)

3. Thuyét Dudng (27 hoi)

4. Van Hué Lau Dién Nghia (47 hoi)
— Nha xuét ban Van hoc (nam 2000)

5. Nhac Phi Dién Nghia

6. Xuan Thu Chién Qudc

7. Diép Gia Kiém

8. Phong Thin Dién Nghia (b6 04

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh|IKR)
tdp) - Nha xuat ban Téng hgp Kién
Giang (nam 1989)

9. Chung V6 Diém
10. Tam Quoc Chi Dién Nghia
Phé binh, khao ctiu:

1. On C6 Tri Tan - Nhiing TAm
Guong Phan Chi€éu Mudén Dd&i Trong
Truyén Dong Chau Liét Qudc

2. Tu dién Danh Ngon (Vi Hon
10.000 Cau Danh Ngon Cta Cac Danh
Nhan Tt C6 Chi Kim)

3. Tim hiéu Phong Thé Hoc Qua
Quan Niém Triét Pong (Van Hoa
Phuong Dong)

4. Dién tich chon loc, Nha xuit ban
Thanh phé HO6 Chi Minh, nam 1989:
Sach viét vé cac dién tich Trung Qudc

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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ma tap trung vao cac dién tich thsi Tam
Quoc dua vao taic phdm Tam Quéc dién
nghia

Nguon:

https://vi.wikipedia.org/
wiki/M%E1%BB%99ng_B%C3%ACn-
h_S%C6%A1ln

https://m.facebook.com/nclspage/
posts/4010902585640313/¢comment_
id=4022666264463945

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn 20.000 ddm duv6i ddy bién (tdp 1)
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L07 NOI DAU

Thua cdc ban,

Song giita thdi dai nguyén tu, mady
bay, héa tién kéu rit trong khong trung,
vé tinh dang quay tit trén thuong tiung
khong khi. Tau ngdm ngay dém ré niudc
cdc dai duong, toi tudng gidi thiéu vdi cdc
ban mot by tiéu thuyét khoa hoc nay ciing
khong phdi la vo bo.

Nguoc lai dong thdi gian, 6 vao cudi
thé ky 19, thoi ky ma loai ngudi méi ty
hao cong trinh khoa hoc viia dat divgc
két qua vugt trén nhitng ngon song triing

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

Vingtimillellieuestsousilesiniersh| ke

dvong bang nhiing chiéc tau chay hoi nuée
c6 banh xe chdn vit, thé¢ ma nha van hao
Jules Verne (1828-1905) da tudng tugng
ra mot chiéc tau ldn Nautilus cé thé chay
dudi ddy bién sdu 20.000 ddm bang dién
luc.

Vi Ié dy, chung t6i xin gidi thiéu ban
quyén 20.000 ddam dudi ddy bién.

Diéu ddc biét, khong phdi Jules Verne
tudng tugng theo 16i thdn thogi ma dan
gidi theo khoa hoc, cu thé:

Oc tudng tugng ctia Jules Verne, cin
cti vao Khoa hoc nén phdn nhiéu sy tudng
tugng dy da thanh thuc té: loai ngudi da
lam dugc dugc tau ldn chay dudi bé sau,
va dén bdy gio nhac dén chiéc tau “tudng
tugng Nautilus” ctia Jules Verne ai ciing
ctii dau kham phuc...

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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Tuy nhién con tau “tudng tugng Nau-
tilus” ctia Jules Verne trong quyén 20.000
ddam duGi ddy bién da lam cho thé gidi hoi
do chdn dong nhu thé nao, va con biét bao
nhiéu nhiing cdi huyén bi duéi ddy bién
theo Oc tudng tugng cua Jules Verne ma
khoa hoc ngay nay chua tim thdy, khién
cho cdc ban doc quyén 20.000 ddm duéi
ddy bién thdy say sua hiing thu la thudng.

Cot chuyén nay ngudi ta da dem quay
thanh phim, chiéu khap thé giéi, dau dau
ciing hoan nghinh nhiét liét.

Doc 20.000 ddm dudi ddy bién,
chiing ta cdm thdy hoa minh trong khoa
hoc, hop vdi tinh cdm thuic tai, thiét tudng
ciing co doi phdn bo ich.

Trong quyén 20.000 dam dudi dady
bién, tdc gid da vian dung rdt nhiéu danh
tu khoa hoc dé€ gidng gidi. Nhiing danh tu

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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doé luc phién dich t6i co tinh gidn di héa
cOt lam cho cdc ban dé hiéu, néu co su
khiém khuyét mong cdc ban vui long bé
qua cho.

Saigon, ngay 10-12-1961

Dich gia

20.000 deim dudi ddy bién (tdp 1)
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PHAN THU NHAT

CHUONG 1
MOT PHIEU VAT

Ném 1866 danh dau motbién cola
J lung, mot qudi tugng khoé hiéu,
va ciing khong thé nao hiéu ndi, khién
moi ngudi kho ma quén dugc.

Khong can néi dén nhiing nguodn
du luan lam x6n xao dan ching khap
cac hai cang, lam hoang mang trong 6c
moi ngudi dan sdng gitia luc dia, dang ké
nhat la nhiing ngudi song vé nghé bién,
ai ndy déu nom ndp lo so.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn Chuong 1 - Mét phiéu vat
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Cac nha doanh thuong, cac vi cha
tau, cdc vién thuyén trudng tit Au sang
MY, cac si quan hang hai khap xu, va,
ngoai ho ra, con c6 cac vién Tong Trudng
noi cdc mién ddc biét trén hai luc dia ay,
déu ban tam dén ciu chuyén quai quat
nay.

That vay, tu may luc nay, nhiéu tau
be da gdp trén mat bién rudt vat gi to
tudng, dai thuon thugt, khong ré6 ndi
hinh trang cé luc lai chdi ngdi nhu lan
tinh trong mot vung rong 1én, va lu lu
nhu mot con cd voi khong 16 vay.

Qua céc tin tuc vun vdt, ghi nhan
dugc & cac tau be, ngudi ta xac dinh
rang qudi tugng 4y phai la mot vat, hay
mot con vat gi, cd mot suc lanh le phi
thuong, mot stic manh khong thé tudng
tugng, va song mdt cudc song huing cu
riéng biét.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Néu dé la mét con ca voi, thi con ca
voi nay to 16n bdi phan, ma khoa hoc
chua tliing thay. C4 dén 6ng Cu-Vién
(Cuvier), 6ng La-Si-Bich (Lacépede) 6ng
Dt-Mai-Lién (Dumérie) 6ng Qudch-
Pha (Quatrefages) cling thé, mac dau ho
chua trong thay tuong tan trudc cdp mat
khoa hoc ctia ho, ho van cho do6 la mot
hién tugng ky la.

Lan lan gép nhat cdc ngudn du luan,
nhting ké c6 tanh sg sét, phong dinh vat
ay c6 mot chiéu dai chiing 16i hai tram
buGCc [Pied: mot don vi chiéu dai 0m,328.]: NEUQGC
lai, nhiing ké c6 tanh dai ngon, cho rang
vat phi thuong ay 16n 1én mét ngan dam,
va chiéu dai gap ba lan hon. Thuc I3, con
vat quai g6 a4y da to hon su tc dodn cta
cac nha ngu loai hoc ltic bay gio.

Thé ma né lai xuit hién. Hién tai
trudc mat khong mot ai cd thé choi cai

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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dugc. Ngudi ta biét con vat ky la ay sé
lam chan dong du luan hoan cau, va cac
gidi phap tc dodn lan lan sé vo hiéu.

Qua vay, ngay 20 thang bdy, ndm
1864, con tau Hy-Ly-Son (Govener Hig-
ginson) ctia hdi thuong thuyén Calcutta
- An D6 va Bu-Nec (Burnach) da gap cai
khoi khong 16 biét ctt dong 4y cach phia
dong bo bién Uc-chau chiing ndm hai ly.
Ban dau, thuyén truéng Ba-Ké (Baker)
tuong doé la mot khéi da ngam, nhung
khi thay vat phi thudng ay c6 hai voi nudée
rat 16n phu 1én cao chiing moét tram rudi
budc, phat ra tiéng kéu vun vut, thi 6ng
ta khong con phan dinh dugc vét gi niia
ca.

Néu do la tang da ngam thi it ra tang
da ay cting phai bi phat sinh b&i mot sudi
noéng phut ra, vién thuyén trudng tau Hy-
Ly-Son cho d6 han 1a mdt con vat chua

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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té ctia loai c6 vu, xua nay chua tting thay
phun ra & cac 16 hoi thé bang nhiing voi
nudc tron trong khong khi.

Clng trong nam 4y, vao ngay 23
thang bay, trén mdt Thai binh duong,
con tau Kich-Son-Long (Cristobal Co-
lon) cta hang thuong thuyén mién Tay
An Do va Thai Binh duong, ciing thiy
mot hién tugng y hét nhu theé.

Nhu vay, tic la con thtay quai kia c6
thé di dich ti noi nay sang noi khac véi
mot toc do phi thudng: boi vi, chi cach
nhau trong ba ngay, ma hai chiéc tau Hy-
Ly-Son va Kich-Son-Long cung trong
thay nd 6 hai cti diém cach nhau hon bay
trdm hai ly.

Mudi lam hém sau, cach noi dé
chiing hai ngan dam, con tau Hang-Vi-
Ta ('Helvetia) ctia hang Quéoc Doanh (la

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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Compagnie Nationale) va con tau Sa-
Nong (le Shannon) ctia Hoang Gia Mai
(Royal Mail), cung chay ngugc vao bo
trong vung Dai Tay duong gitia khoang
hai day d4t lién Hiép Chiing Qudc va Au
Chau déu trong thay rd con quai vat ay
cach 42° 15’ vi bac va 60° 35’ vé phia tay
kinh tuyén Greenwich.

V6i su gdp g6 cuing mot luc dy, nguoi
ta uGc lugng con vat c6 vu nay it ra cling
c6 moOt chiéu dai hon ba tram nam muai
budc Anh [khoing 106 mét. Mot foot (feet) = 30,48
em.] vi rdng hai chiéc tau Sa-Nong va
Hang-Vi-Ta mac dau c6 mot chiéu dai
tram thudc, nhung van con thua kém.

O! Nhitng con c4 voikhénglé thudng
xudt hién noi viing lan can cac dao Lé-
Uu-Tién (Aléoutienne), Ca-Lang-Méc
(Kulammak), Ung-Gai-Lién (Umgul-

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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lick) chua bao gi¢ dai qua nam muoai sdu
thudc kia mal!

Nhiing 16i don dai va nhiing tin tuc
nhan xét goi vé tGi tap. Ddc biét 1a 16i
phuc trinh ctia nhiing vién si quan trong
bo tham muu thay chién Phap tai ving
Not-Mang-Di (Normandie), trén con
tau Luc-Ly (Lord-Clyde) lam chan dong
ca du luan.

Trong nhiing ti€u qudc, nguoi ta rat
thich tha: trdi lai, nhiing cudng quoc ky
nghé nhu Anh, My, Dtic lac bay gi¢ ho
rat lo lang.

Khap luc dia, cdu chuyén con “thty
quai” kia dugc dua lén lam dé tai méi mé
nhat.

Ngudi ta tdn duong nd trong cic
quan ca phé! Ngudi ta nhao bang no trén

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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cac bdo chi! Ngudgi ta dién hinh no trong
cac rap hat d€1am tro vui! That [a mét co
hoi tot dé cho nhiing “con vit” cé co hoi
dé tring da mau.

Ngudi ta thay rai rac xuat hién trén
cac bao - bang cach bat chudc vé lai -
nhting con vat cuc ky to tuéng, dua hinh
dang theo 16i tudng tugng. Tham chi
dén noi ngudi ta don rang con vat khong
16 4y c6 thé dung hai cai voi quit mot
con tau chd hang tram tan, dem vui sau
xuong day bién.

Chi mot van dé “con quai vat” cac
hoc gia trong gidi khoa hoc va tri thic
chia lam nhiéu phe chéng déi nhau.

Cac ky gia thudc giéi khoa hoc tranh
ludn rdo ri€t véi cac ky gia thudc gidi tri
thic. Ho d6 ra rat nhiéu muc, va soi néi,
quyét liét hon nita, c6 mot doi ngudi di

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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dén chd d6 mau débao vé lap truong cua
minh.

Sau thang trGi troéi qua, cic cudc
tranh ludn gat gao va thay d6i da moi
chiéu hudng,

Qua cdc bai binh ludn cua Dbia-ly
Hoc-vién xd Ba-tay, cia Hoc vién khoa
hoc Hoang gia Ba-linh, ctia héi thuong
thuyén Anh-quoc, cua vién khao ctu
Hoa-thinh-d6n, va cac loat bai trén
nhiing t6 bdo 16n & nudc Phap va ngoai
quoc ngudi ta thay ho da kich nhau rat
kich liét. Nhiing ngoi but siéu hinh da
16n tiéng két thuc bang mot cau: “Vi tru
khong tao ra nhiing cdi dién rd” Cudi
cung, mot t& bdo trao phung, dugc moi
ngudi ua chudng nhat, gép nhat moi 16i
tranh ludn do, coi nhu la mot hién tugng
quai g, dua ra lam mot tro cudi cho dai

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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da s0 doc gia. Théla phe tri thic da thang
phe khoa hoc.

Vao nhiing thang dau nam 1867, cau
chuyén qudi tugng hinh nhu lan lan bi
lu m&: vi thuc ra mac dau la cau chuyén
quan h¢, song khong ai con mét ly luan
nao dé tic doan ntia. Quai tugng kia trd
thanh moét hon dao, r6i moét khoi da, roi
mot tang dad ngadm, ma la tdng dd ngam
biét di chuyén, rdi gi... gi... niia du thi,
khong ai con nhé noi.

Vao ngay 5 thang ba nam 1867, chiéc
tau Mo-Ra-Vang (Moravian) ctia cong ty
hang hai Moéng Trang (Montreal Ocean
Copany) dang vugt bé trong dém t6i & vi
do6 27°30), va kinh do 72° 15, bong cham
phai mét khoi khong 16 cling nhu da, &
dudi tron tau, ma doan dudng dy trong
cac ban do hang hai khong thay cé ghi

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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mot tré ngai nao ca. La lung lam sao!
Trong lic 4y con tau Mo-Ra-Ving van
luét séng véi toc do bon tram ma luc, va
ché hai tram ba muoi bay hanh khach
trén duong sang Gia-na-dai (Canada).

Tai nan xay ra vao 16i nam gio sang,
gitia lic anh binh minh bat dau 16 mo
trén mat bién.

Cac si quan duong tryc trén tau voi
va chen nhau ra phia sau d€ nhin lai mat
bién. Ho nhin ngam rat k§, nhung khong
trong thay gi ca. Trén madt bién chi thay
gon lén modt vung rong 16n nhu mot
dong nuGc xody, roi ti ti phang ling
nhu thudng, va con tau Moé-Ra-Ving
van tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh, khong thay
bi hu hdng gi rd rét ca.

Nhu thé thi con tau M6-Ra-Viang da
cham phai mdét tang da ngdm, hay mot

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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xac tau hu nao bi dam? Khong mot ai
biét ca.

Lac vé dén bén, ngudi ta kiém soat
lai méi hay luon tau bi b€ ra mot 16 kha
16n.

Tuy cau chuyén kha quan trong thuc,
song ngudi ta cling sé quén di nhu bao
nhiéu cau chuyén truéc, néu cach do ba
tuan, con tau Mo-Ra-Vang khong bi mét
vO tuong tu nhu thé nta.

Chinh nhé¢ 6 cac chuyén di cua con
tau Mo6-Ra-Ving dem vé nhiing tin ttic
dot ngét, khién cho nguon du luan tré
lai soi trao.

Hoéi do, ai cling biét tiéng dng Cu-
Nang (Cunard), mot vi chu tau ngudi
Anh-cét-lgi. Ong ta 1d mét kj nghé gia
rat thong thai. Vao ndm 1840, dng ta lap

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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l1én mot tram thu gitia viing Ly-Van-Béon
(Liverpool) va Ha-Li-Phat (Haligas). Véi
ba con tau bang go, chay bang banh xe,
stic kéo bon tram ngua, va trong tai mot
ngan mot tram sdu muoi hai tan.

Tam ndm sau, h¢i thuong thuyén
ctua Ong ta tang thém bon con tau nia,
v6i stc kéo sdu trdm ndm muci ngya, va
trong tdi mot ngan tdm tram hai muoi
tan. Va, cach dé hai nam sau, hai con
tau ntia dugc dong thém, véi suc kéo va
trong tai gdp boi. V6i da tién trién ay, vao
ndm 1867, hang thuong thuyén ctia 6ng
Cy-Nang c¢6 dén muoi hai chiéc tau: tdm
chiéc chay bang banh xe va bon chiéc
chay bang chong chéng. S6 di toi cAn ndi
rd nhiing chi tiét 1a d€ cac ban thay ro6
tam quan trong cua hoi thuong thuyén
nay trén phuong dién hang hai.

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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Khong c¢6 mot hoi doanh thuong
hang hai nao dugc t6 chiic khéo 1éo nhu
vay. Khong c6 mot cong viéc nao ctia hoi

bi bé tha, u dong.

Hai muoi sdu ndm qua, nhiing con
tau cua hang Cy-Nang da vuogt hon hai
ngan lan trén mdt Dai-Tay-duong, va
khong c6 moét chuyén di nao khiém khu-
yét, khong c6 mot hanh khach hodc mét
bao thu nao bi tré nai, hodc mot kién
hang nao bi mat. Do dd, hanh khach lam
sao khong kén chon cdc con tau ctia hang
Cy-Nang, mdc dau luc ay c6 sy canh tra-
nh rao riét cua ngudi Phap.

Va, ciing vi thé ma khong mot ai
khdi ngac nhién khi nghe trong nhiting
con tau tot nhat ctia hang Cu-Néang bi
ngo nan.

Vao ngay 13 thang tu ndm 1967 mat

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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bién phang ling nhu t¥, gié mia man
mac thoi, con tau Co-Ta (Scotia) hang
Cu-Néng dang vugt bé vao vi do 15° 12
va kinh d¢ 45° 37, v6i toc do mudi ba gut
bon mudi ba, cua stic manh mdt ngan
ma lyc, banh xe quay nudc déu, bong vao
khoang bon gio chiéu, luc hanh khach
dang tu hop dn trua trong phong tau, thi
mot tiéng dong phét qua dudi luon tau:
gan noi banh xe sau. Hanh khach khong
cam thay gi dang sg¢ lam, vi con tau chdo
nhe, tiéng dong lai khong gat 1am. Tuy
nhién, nhiing ngudi gac tau tu trén san
tau hoang hét la roi rit:

— Chung ta bi dam r6i! Chung ta bi
dam roi!

Hanh khdch nghe la déu khiép via.
Vién thuyén truéng An-Dé¢-Son (An-
derson) v0i va chay dén tran tinh moi
nguoi:

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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— Khong sao ca, néu cd tai nan thi tai
nan nay khong phai cap thiét lam.

That thé, con tau Co-Ta bay ngdn,
dau bi thung, nudc cing kho ma vao
dugc mau.

Thuyén truéng An-Dé¢-Son voi va
ra Iénh cho tau dling lai va phai mét tha
thaly lan xuong dé€ xem sy thiét hai viia
roi.

Mot lac sau, ngudi thay thu tré 1én
tau cho biét suon tau bi thing mot 16
chting hai thuéc. Nhung may thay, 10
thung chi sdu do ndm tac, va vay con tau
chua dén no6i nguy hiém lam.

Thuyén trudng ngo ngac, khong ro
vat gi dd dam vao con tau Co-Ta mot
cach nhe nhang va thiét hai nang dén
thé, danh cho 1énh con tau bénh hoan
ctia ong ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Sau ba ngay tré na3i, con tau Co-Ta
mdi lan mé dén Ly-Van-Bon, va cép vao
bén.

Cac nha ky su hay tin voi va dén xem,
ai nay déu sung s6 nhin vét thuong den
ngom cla con tau Co-Ta sd s& trudc mat
lan véi nhiing cai gi hoai nghi, khoé hiéu.

Va, cling ti ngay hom dd, mat bién
hinh nhu bi bao trim ca m¢t bau tang
toc, vi con quai vat ay la dau dé cua tat ca
moi cudc dam tau kinh khung.

Hon ba ngan tau mdy va tau buom
luu thong trén mdt bién cu lan hoi bién
mat, ca ngudi lan tai san, ma vién théng
ké da ghi nhan hon hai trdm chiéc. O!
chi tai con “Thuy qudi” kia! Du dung du
khong chinh sy xuat hién ctia n6 da lam
cho cdc cudc giao thong lién luc dia trd
nén boi phan nguy hiém.

Chuong 1 - Mot phiéu vat
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Dén chung phan uat, va doi hoi, du
vGi gid nao, nhtit quyét phai tri cho dugc
con “thty quai” ay.

x* % ot

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn Chuong 1 - Mét phiéu vat
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CHUONG 2
PIEU HON, LE THIET

Th(‘)’i ky xdy ra bién cd nay, toi
I song & Né-ba-ca (Nebraka) mot
vung héo lanh noi Hiép Chung Qudc.
Vi, sau khi qua khoi chtic vu Gido su phu
khuyét & vién Bac-vat Ba-l¢, Chanh phu
Phap dua toi sang dé dé nghién ctu vé
khoa van vit.

Qua sau thang, t6i roi khdi Né-ba-
ca, mang nhting tai liéu suu tam cuda toi

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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dén Nitu USc d€ chd ngay trd vé nude.
Luc dé vao khoang thang ba, va cudc hoi
huong cta t6i quyét dinh vao ngay mot
thdng nam.

Trong lac cho doi, toi dang thu xép
tai san cua toi: khoang vat, thuc vat, dong
vat, thi cdi tin tau Co-Ta cua hang Cu-
Nang ng0 nan.

Héng ngay t6i van nhéan dugc tin tic
trong cau chuyén nay. Nhung biét phai
lam sao? Ciing nhu moi ngudi khac, toi
doc di, doc lai rat kj cac bao Phap, bao
MY, va roi ciing danh chiu, khong cé
mot gidi phap nao hon. Man bi hiém bao
trum ca su ban khoan, lo lang cua long
toi, khong co cach nao thoat ra dugc.

C6 tim ra mot vc doan, thi moi tc
dodn cua t6i, cudi cung toi tu thay déu
nam trong nghi hodc. Luc t6i budc chan

Chuong 2 - Diéu hon lé thiét
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dén Niu-udc, luong du luan lang soi
ndi, vi vét thuong cua con tau Co-Ta viia
r6i da danh bat cd moi du luan luc bay
gio. Gia thuyét “hon ctilao néi”, “tang da
ngam’, “sudn tau bé” déu liét vao hang
phi ly.

That vay, néu do6 1a mdt “hon cu lao
ndi, hay mot “tang da ngam” thi it ra
trong rudt hai vat ay cting phai c6 mot
b may tinh vi méi c6 thé di chuyén bang
mot toc dd mau le nhu vay duogc.

Cing nhu, néu cho do6 la mot sudn
tau bi dam thilam sao lai c6 thé xuit hién
ttl noi nay sang noi khac trong chép mat
nhu vay dugc?

Chi con c6 hai gid thuyét ctia hai phai
tri thuc dugc moi ngudi chu y: Mot dang
cho do6 la mét con thuy quai khong 10,
c6 mot suc manh phi thudng. Mot dang

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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cho do6 la mdt chiéc tau ngam, c6 mot bo
mady tinh vi.

Trong hai gia thuyét dd, gia thuyét
thu hai dugc moi ngudi theo déi nhiéu
nhut, nhat la cdc cudng qudc & hai luc
dia Au My. Tuy nhién, ngudi ta van thic
mac. Mot cong trinh ky nghé nhu thé
lam sao c6 thé thuc hién mot cach hoan
toan kin ddo dugc? Hon nia, gitia luc
cac cudng quoc dang tranh nhau phat
trién ky nghé chién tranh thi cong trinh
ky nghé nam trong tay Chinh pht, va
dudi tim mat dom ngé cta ngoai bang,
gidu nhem mot cong trinh nhu thé doéi
v6i tu nhan la moét diéu khong thé c6, ma
déi v6i Chinh phu cting khong thé dugc.

Vi vay, sau cudc diéu tra, do dam
& cac nuéc Anh, Phéap, Nga, Duc, Tay-
ban-nha, Y-dai-lgi, My-chau va ci Thé-
nhi-ky nia, thi gid thuyét “tau ngam” ty

Chuong 2 - Diéu hon lé thiét
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nhién khong con dugc chu trong nita.

Con thuy quai kia lai tr§ vé véi bdo
chi, lam tro cudi trudec quan chung, lam
dé tai cho cac cudc cham biém véi thién
hinh van trang theo 16i tuéng tugng.

Viia budc chan dén Niu-udc, toi
dugc nhiéu chinh khach dén phong van
qua van dé con thuy quai. Trudc su bi
hiém nan giai ay 1€ ra t6i c6 thé ti choi,
khong tra 16i. Nhung kho thay, hoi toi
con & Phap, t6i c6 viét ra cuén sach nhan
dé 1a “Nhiing bi hiém dudi day bién”
Quyén sach nay rat dugc gidi doc gia tri
thic tan thudng, mic ddu quyén sach
toi c6 nhiing phan di qua xa vé mon van
vat hoc. Vi vay, trudc cau chuyén nay,
toi thuc kh6 ma im hoi, lang tiéng. Hon
ntia, vién gido su ¢ Vién Bac-hoc Ba-1é
lai gui thu dén Ntiu udc bao t6i cho biét
y kién, thanh thu, t6i phai tuan 16i.
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Toi bay to ly do ma t6i chua 1én tiéng.
Toi kich bac tat ca moi tic dodn vé chinh
tri va khoa hoc, dé cudi cung toi két luan
nhu sau, qua s6 bdo ngay 20 thang tu
trong nam ay:

“Sau khi nghién ctiu cac gia thuyét va
moi 16i tranh ludn, toi thiy diéu dang dé
y la stic manh phi thudng ctia con “thty-
quai’.

Bé sdu cua trung duong chung ta
hoan toan khong biét dugc, va ciing
chua c6 cach gi dé tim hiéu ndi. Nhu
thé thi trong cdi bé sdu thim tham nay
c6 nhiing gi? Cé mot con vat nao c6 thé
song dudi mat bién véi bé sau mudi lam
ddm khong? Néu c6 thi co quan sinh
thuc ctia gidong vat 4y nhu thé nao? o
la diéu ma ching ta kho c6 thé tc doan
dugc.
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bat nhiing cau hoi trén, téi hy vong
gop phan lam sang té cac gia thuyét da
cO.

Th héi ching ta da c6 thé biét dugc
moi sinh vat xa la sdng trén tinh cau
chua?

Néu chung ta chua biét tat cd, néu
vl try con c6 nhiéu cdi huyén bi trong
pham vi ngu loai hoc thi khéng con ¢o
mot tc doan nao khac hon la nhin nhan
con “thuy quai” d6 han la mot gidng c4,
mot gidng ca voi, hay mot giong ddc biét
song ngoai tam do xét cta khoa hoc, va
do mot trudng hgp nao d6 nd noi 1én
trén mat bién.

Ngugc lai, néu chung ta tu cho la
chung ta da biét tat ca moi sinh vat trong
vl try, thi ching ta cling nén xdc dinh
con “thty quai” ay thudc vé loai thay vat
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nao trong bang phan loai ctia chung ta.

Trong trudng hop nay, t6i xin ching
minh mot loai ca nhu loai Doc-giac-ngu
chang han.

Loai Doc-gidc-ngu thudng, cé6 mot
chiéu dai sau chuc budc, néu la loai ca
ddc biét thi chung ta thu gap bdi hinh
vOc va stic manh ctia no lén, chung ta sé
tim thay con vat ma chung ta dang muon
tim thay. Con D{c-giac-ngu cé chiéu dai
tuong duong véi chiéc tau Sa-Nong thi
han né phai c6 mét stic manh ddm thiing
vo tau dugc.

Thuc thé, con Ddc-gidc-ngu c6 mot
cdi sting bang nga bén nhu lugi kiém,
dung lam khi-gi6i ty v¢. Cai sling ay
cing hon thép.

Thinh thodng ngudi ta tim thdy
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né dinh trong minh nhiing con cé voi.
biéu dé ching to6 rang loai Doc-giac-
ngu chién thang rét tai. Va lai, trudc day
nguoi ta ciing thudng nhdt loai sting ay
dudi ludn tau, vuéng vao dé6 nhu mét
cai khoan dui vao mot chiéc thung to-
nd vay. Tai y-khoa bdo tang vién Ba-lé
hién nay ciing c6 gitt mot chiéc sling ctia
loai cd ay, bé dai hai thudc hai muci lam
phén, va gdc sting to dén bon muoi tam
phan.

Viéy thi, ching ta thu tugng tugng
chiéc sting ay to gap mudi lan, va con vat
ay 16n hon mudi lan, véi stic boi 16i tdc
d6 ngan dim mat gid thi hdn nhiing tai
nan chung ta viia vap phai ti bay lau nay
khong phai 1a chuyén khong thé cé.

Can cu theo nhiing tai liéu da thu
thap dugc, riéng toi, t6i cho do la mot
loai Doc-gidc-ngu, ma la loai Doc-giac
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ngu khdng 16, c6 mot thi miii nhon séc
bén nhu nhiing chiéc ngu 16i, va mot stic
manh ngoai stc tuéng tugng.

Tuy nhién, cat nghia mét hién tugng
md ho, khong dt nhiing bdng cti xac
dang, thi do6 cling chi la mdt tic dodn ma
thoi.”

Cau cuodi cung chung té ly luan toi
rat yéu dudi. Song do la su de dit, toi
mudn bao vé lay thanh danh cta t6i nén
c6 chiia mdt 16i thoat, sg ngudi ta ché
cudi, nhat la ngudi My, khi ho da cuoi
thi ho cudi rat doc.

Madc dau vay, bai bao ctia t6i dua lai
mot tiéng vang kha 16n. Sau mot thaoi
gian tranh luan s6i n6i. mot s6 dong hoc
gia diing vé phe t6i d€ ung ho. Va lai, bai
bao cta téi mé rong duong dé cho moi
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ngudi dugc tu do suy ludn, do dé ngudi
ta rat thich thu.

Thoi thudng, bo 6c loai ngudi thich
nhiing cai gi vi dai, siéu pham, ma mat
bién la noi duy nhat, c6 thé chia dung
bao nhiéu diéu bi hiém, la lung, nhiing
con vat khong 16 c¢6 thé ndy nd va phat
sanh noi d6 lam. Trong cai khéi nude bat
tan ay chung ta da trong thay nhiing con
vat co vu to tudng, biét dau no lai con
c6 nhiing con 6c¢ khong 16, nhiing con
tom trong thay rén ngudi, nhiing con
tom hum dai trdm thudc, hodc nhiing
con cua can ndng hang trdm tan. Tai
sao lai khong? Hoi xua, thoi tao thién
lap dia, trén mat dat ciing c6 nhiing con
thu khong 16 nhu loai bon tay, loai bon
chan, loai ran, loai chim, vii tru da tao ra
nhiing con vat to tuéng do, nhung lan
lan bi tiéu diét badi thoi gian, thé thi tai
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sao noi bién ca, trong cai bé sdu bit tan
kia, ngan doi khong thay doi, lai khong
giti dugc nhiing con véit nguyén tuéng
ay? Tai sao no lai khong gitt dugc nhiing
con vat khéng 16 trong liic né van ton tai
mai véi thaoi gian?

Toi mai mé véi y nghi dé. Va, doi
v6i du ludn, cling khong ai choi céi rang
khong phai mét con vat khdng 16 xuat
hién trén mat bién. Cé diéu la ké thi cho
dé la mot bai todn, can phai dung khoa
hoc dé giai quyét, co ké lai dé nghi tim
con vat 4y giét phang di dé cung cb 16i
giao thong trén mat bién.

Cac bao ky nghé va thuong mai néu
van dé nay lén trang nhat, va dong long
treo gidi thudng cho ké nao ddm tham
hiém, trii dugc con thiy quai kia.

Du luan s6i trao. Cac nuéc dua nhau
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tru tinh viéc mao hiém. Hiép-Chung-
Quoc 1én tiéng trudc tién, Tai Niu-udc,
nguoi ta sam stia hanh trang can thiét dé
thuc hién viéc theo duoi con Doc-giac-
ngu. Chiéc tau Lanh-Cong (LAbraham
Lincoln), mét chién ham ngu 16i, c6 mot
toc do siéu vai, dugc trang bi san sang.
Cac xudng dong tau md rong dé cho
vi chi huy Phan-Uc (Farragut) dugc tu
do lya chon nhiing vii khi can thiét cho
chiéc ngu 16i.

Nhung, la lung lam sao! Trong luc
moi ngudi dang x6n xao lo viéc truy tam
con thay quai, thi con thtiy quai khong
thdy xuat hién niia. Trong hai thang tr&i
khong nghe mot ai nhac dén, va ciing
khong c6 mdt chiéc tau nao gap nd niia.
Hinh nhu con DPdc-gidc-ngu la moét linh
vat, biét trudc dugc moi du tinh cta loai
nguoi vay.
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That la mét dip t6t d€ cho nhiing ké
khoi hai ¢6 co hdi trd tai trao phung.

Moi ngudi ban tan x6n xao, trong luc
ay thi chiéc ngu 16i Lanh-Cong san sang
cho cudc vién du, khong biét hudng nao
dé xuat phat. Long ngudi ndng nhu lta
dot.

Bong, vao ngay 2 thiang by, ngudi ta
nghe tin don chiéc tau Tam-Bich (Tam-
pico) chay trén dudng Phing-xi-c6 —
Sang-gai, trudc do ba tuan, c6 thay con
thlly quai xuét hién noi phia bac Thai-
binh-duong.

Tin nay lam cho moi ngudi hoi hop
va sOi noi. Nguoi ta khong chip thudn
1énh hoan lai hai muoi bon tiéng dong ho
ctia vi chi huy Phan-Uc. Luong thuc da
dem xuong tau day da. Than cui & ham
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tau da day nhoc. Doan thuay tha khong
mot ai vang mat. Chi con c6 dot ltia 1én
la con tau Lanh-Cong r&i bén. Ngudi ta
nhat thiét khong chiu dé tré ntia ngay.
V4 lai, vién chi huy Phan-Uc cling da sin
sang cat budc kia ma!

Ba gi¢ trudc khi con tau Lanh Cong
nho neo, t6i nhan dugc buic thu viét nhu
sau:

Ong LONG-DAC (Aronnax)
Gido-su vién Bac-vat Ba-1é
S0 5, dudng Khéch San
NUU UGC
Thua 6ng,

Néu 6ng mudn duy cudc thdm hiém
trén con tau Lanh-Cong, thi chdnh phu
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My sé vui vé tiép ong nhu mot dai dién
ctia nvdc Phdp trong viéc gian nan nay.
Than di
HO SON (Hobson)
Thu ky hang hai
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CHUONG 3
XIN TUY Y ONG

B a gidy dong ho trudc khi nhan
1)) duogc biic thu ctia HS-Son, toi
khong c6 y dinh vugt mién Tay-Bac dé
theo dudi con Ddc-giac-ngu. Nhung, ba
giay dong ho, sau khi nhan dugc btic thu
cta thu ky hang hai téi ty thay muc dich
duy nhat cua doi t6i 1a phai thi hanh su
ménh thiéng liéng, theo dudi con thuy
quai, dé trti mot tai hoa cho nhén quan
xa hoi.
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Mic dau, viia trdi qua mot cudc
hanh trinh gian nan, khd s, chua dugc
nghi ngoi, miac dau dang udc ao dugc
trd vé xu sd, tham viéng qué huong, be
ban nha ctia va vudn cay yéu dau cua toi,
song nhiing cdi dé khong lam cho tdi do
du. Nhiém vu da bao t6i quén tat ca, va
nhdn nha y cta chinh phtt My mét cach
sOt sang.

Va lai, toi ty nghi, trén con dudng
theo dudi con Doc-giac-ngu biét dau toi
sé co dip dén gan bo bién nudc Phap,
biét dau con Doc-gidc-ngu sé bi ha noi
bo bién Au chau: va theo nguyén vong
cla toi, to6i khong muon dem vé cho Vién
Bac-Vat mot chiéc sting khong qua nta
thudec.

Tuy nhién, trong ldc nuéi hy vong
dugc dip tét trén mit bién Au chau, thi
hién nay t6i phai khéi hanh qua mién
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bac Thai-binh-duong dé tim con thuay
quai, con dudng nay doéi véi viéc trg vé
nudc Phap thuc la cach biét.

Thay long rao ruc, toi cat tiéng goi:
— Anh C6n-Son!

Con-Son la nguoi day t6 cta toi, mot
chang trai rat trung thanh va tan tuy, da
ting theo t6i trong cidc cudc vién du.
Anh ta vOn ngudi mién bac nudc Phap,
tanh tram tinh, muc thudc, it noi, song
rat lanh le, khéo 1éo, du stic ddm duong
moi cong viéc khd khan.

Pugc gan giii trong cong viéc nghién
ctiu. Thuc vat hoc, anh ta cling hiéu dugc
doi phan. Toi rat hanh dién nhd tai khéo
léo ctia anh ta sap xép cac loai thyc vt
theo thi bac. Song sy hiéu biét cia anh
ta chi dén thé thoi, suot doi cling chi véi
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cong viéc sap xép. Tuy nhién, anh ta rat
tan tuy va trung hau.

Pa mudi ndm, anh ta theo t6i dan
than trén con dudng nghién ctu khoa
hoc, va chang bao gi¢ phan nan viéc
dudng xa, cuc nhoc. T Trung Hoa sang
Cong-go, qua cac mién ndi non héo lanh,
va cho dén nay, khong mot trd ngai nao
c6 thé 1am nan chi anh ta ca. Con nguoi
manh khoe, bap thit nd nang, cling ran
ay, da thang tat ca cac bénh tat, bat ky
noi nao.

Né&m nay anh ta dugc ba mudai tudi,
so v6i toi thi anh ta trong cd vé tré trung
lam. Duy chi cé mo¢t diéu hoi buc minh
12 anh ta chdng bao gi¢ tré chuyén véi ai
ca,

Khong thdy anh ta dén, toi hap tap
stia soan hanh trang va goi ti€p:

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

0,000 dlfim it iy bk (e 1) T 83

— Anh C6n-Son!

Toéi hiéu r6 long trung truc cta Codn-
Son lam. Moi chuyén di ching bao gi¢
toi héi y ki€n anh ta, nhung lan nay, theo
doi con thuy quai la mot diéu nguy hiém,
c6 thé bd mang mot cach dé dang, vi vay
can phai dé cho anh ta dugc tu do suy
tinh.

Toi goi tiép:
— Anh C6n-Son!

Con-Son cham rai budc vao phong
toi, hoi:

— Thua, 6ng goi toi.

— Phai, anh a! Anh stia soan hanh
trang cho tdi va ca cho anh ntia. Ching
ta sap khoi hanh sau hai tiéng dong ho.

Co6n-Son van binh than dap:
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— Xin tuy y Ong a.

— Khong con thi gi¢ chdm tré niia,
anh sap gon vao ruong toi tat ca cac vat
dung cin thiét dé di dudng: quan do, giay
v3G, dugc bao nhiéu cang tot, nhung phai
gip lam mdi dugc.

Co6n-Son nhin toi, hoi:

— Thua 6ng, con nhiing vat suu tam
ctia Ong?

— Cai do sé tinh sau.

— Thua 6ng, nhiing vat suu tam vé
van vat kia ma?

Thay vé ngo ngac cua Con-Son, toi
mim cudi dap:

— Khong hé chi, cac vat d6 chung ta
gbi lai khach san trong thoi gian vang
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mat. Hay tot hon, t6i cho ga6i vé Phép tat
ca.

Con-Son nghe to6i ndi, cang thém
ngo ngac, hoi:

— Chung ta khong tré vé Ba-1é hay
sao?

T6i n6i mot cach map mo:

— V€ chu.., nhung phai di.. mot
dudng vong.

— Vang, néu duong vong 4y oOng
thich.

- O! duong vong 4y ching c6 gi
la ca! N6 chi la mét con dudng ngodan
ngoéo thé thoi. Chung ta sé di trén con
tau Lanh-Cong.

Con-Son tram ldng nhin t6i dap:
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— Xin tuy y 6ng dinh li¢u.

— Anh a! t6i c4n noéi d€ cho anh biét
la viia roi trén mat bién co xuét hién mot
con thuy quai... con Ddc-giac-ngu khong
16...

Chung ta phai mao hiém dé tiéu tru
ndé!.. Tac gia quyén “Nhiing bi hiém duéi
day bién” khong thé nao tli chéi cudc
mao hiém nay dugc. D6 1a mot st ménh
vinh du... nhung rat nguy hiém!!! Khong
ai 16 minh sé di vé dau, va con thay quai
kia c6 1€ 1a mot con vat phi thudng. Mac
d4u vy, chiing ta nhit quyét ra di. Ong
Phan-Uc, vién chi huy, d6i v6i ching ta
khong lanh dam lam...

— Vang, thua 6ng, 6ng da quyét dinh,
toi xin theo.

— Anh can phdi nghi ky. T6i khong
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muodn giau anh diéu gi ca. Day la mot
trong nhiing chuyén di khong hen ngay
ve.

- Dugc, xin tuy y Ong.

Mudi lam phut sau, hom ruong
chung tdi dugc sap xép gon gang. Tuy chi
trong loang mat, song véi su le lang cta
Con-Son, t6i tin chac hanh trang cua toi
sé€ khong thiéu.

Chiéc thang may tu tu dit chung toi
xuong via he, t6i budc vao phong khach
cua nha hang - noi day lic nao ciing
dong nghet - d€ thanh toén tién tro, va
cho g6i nhiing vat liéu ctia t6i da suu tam
dugc vé Ba-1é. Doan, Con-Son theo toi
budc lén mot chiéc xe ngya.

Poan dudng tu khach san dén bén
tau phdi mat hai muci phat-ling. Xe
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chung t6i chay theo con dudng s6 bon
xuong dén dudng “Vom cay” ré qua
dudng “Cao-Lang” rdi dung lai noi bén
tau thii ba muoi bén'. G déy, c6 mot con
do ché chung t6i, ca ngudi, ca ngua lan
xe, sang Bo-Rut-Lanh (Brooklyn), mét
vung phu can tru phu nhat cta thanh
pho Niiu-udc, nam vé phia ta ngan song
Dong.

Chi trong vai phut sau, chdng toi
da dén bén tau Lanh-Cong, con tau nay
dang chuén bj r&i bén, hai 6ng khéi tau
dua nhau nha ra nhiing ngum khoéi den
cao vut.

Hanh ly t6i dugc dua xudng tau va
hoi thim vién chi huy Phan-Uc. Mot thay
th1 dan tdi sang phong thuyén trudng.

1 Loai bén tau ddc biét danh riéng tling chiéc.
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Via dén noi, t6i thodng thay mot
vién vo quan, mat may vam v§ dua tay
doén toi, hoi:

- Ong Long-Déc?

Toi dap:

— Vang, chinh t6i, va ngai la vi chi
huy Phan-Uc?

— Dung vay. Thua Gido su, can phong
cua ngai dang chd san.

ToOi cui chao, va d€ mac cho vi cha
tau lo viéc diéu khién con tau réi bén, toi
xin phép dugc vé phong riéng cta toi.

Con tau Lanh-Cong la mot con tau
dong theo kiéu méi, gon gang va dep dé.
Do la mot loai chién ham sédn gidc trang
bi bang may moc trii nhiét, co thé chia
bay lan cudng do hoi nudec.
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V6i stc ép ay, con tau Lanh-Cong
trung binh c6 thé chay hon mudi tam
ddm mot gis. Tuy nhién v6i tam thudce
nhé bé 4y khong thé nao chién thang ndi
loai cd voi to tudng dugc.

Nhin 16i trang bi bén trong, ching ta
da thay gia tri cua con tau ay roi.

Can phong cua t6i § dang l14i, trd mat
vé phia cadc phong cta cdc vién si quan.
Toi rat hai long, no6i v6i Con-Son:

— Chung ta & phong nay rat tién lgi.

Con-Son nhin t6i dap:

— Thua 6ng, tién [am! Chac chan hon
mot con sén ndam trong vo Oc.

DPé cho Con-Son tu tién xép dat hanh
ly, t6i budc 1én san tau, xem con tau r&i
bén.
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Gitia lac do, thuyén truéng Phan-Uc
da ra linh nho chiéc d4y neo cudi cung.
Nhu vay ttic la néu t6i tré mudilam phut,
con tau sé roi bén khong co toi, va tdi bi
mat mot co hoi hiém cé: hon nia, cau
chuyén thuc t€ nay sé bi gidam mot doi
phan xac dang.

Thuyén truéng Phan Uc khong
muoén dé mit mdt ngay, mot gic nao ca.
Ong ta néng 1ong cho tau ré nuGc chay
vé hudng con thuy quai da xuat hién lan
cudi cting. Ong ta goi vién ki su dén, hoi:

— Hoi nuéc da da chua?

Vién ky su dap:

— Thua ngai, da roi a!

Thuyén truéng Phan-Uc ho to:

— Cu thang duong, tién.
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Lénh vliaban bo, guong mdy boc hoi,
chuyén dong. Cac thay tha diéu khién
banh xe khéi hanh. Hoi nudc chuyén
vao 10 pit-tong, ddy nhiing cay thanh
chuyén rit 1én ken két. Nhiing canh quat
cti dong va bat dau khudy nudc. Con tau
Lanh-Cong hung hé tu ti rdi bén, tién
gitia hang tram chiéc tau hang & bén,
dang ché day hanh khach.

Bén tau Bo-Rot-Lanh, va mot phan
16n thanh phd Niu-udc doc theo bo
song Dong, déu chua day nhiing bd mat
han hoan. Hang ndm trdm ngan ngudi
ndi 1én hoan hoé mot lugt, hang ngan
chiéc khan phat phdi trén rung ngudi,
chen chic nhau trong khung canh ndo
nhiét. Tiéng reo ho vang doi mai cho
dén lac con tau Lanh-Cong ra dén mii
Huc-Son (Hudson) mdéi théi. Mai Huc-
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Son la mai nhon cta ban dao, tao nén
thanh ph6 Nttu Udc.

Luc by gio con tau chay doc theo
huéng Ghat-xay (Jessaz) lu6t qua cac
day nha lau va cac biét thy san sat & hiiu
ngan song Dong: qua dén cac don linh,
nhiing tiéng sung dai bac chao miing ndi
1én rén vang ca mot goc troi. D€ dap lai
tau Lanh-Cong kéo ba lan c6 hi¢u, ngon
cd My qudc boc ba muoi chin ngdi sao
choi ngdi, phét pho trudc gio.

DPén day, con tau diing bét toc luc dé
tién qua lach séng c6 cam phu tiéu, va
chay vong theo doi cat bao tron & mii
Hoéc (Sandy Hook). Cong chung lai mot
lan ntia hoan ho nhiét liét.

Vao 16i ba gio chiéu, ngudi hoa tiéu
hai cang rdi khoi con tau Lanh-Cong dé
xuong thuyén trg vé bén.
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Con tau dugc dat thém lua, va canh
chong chéong dap nudc moi luc mot
nhanh thém, luét minh vun vut chay dai
theo b bién cit vang va phang phiu ctia
xu Ich-lan (Island).

Tam gid t6i, sau khi anh lua cta
thanh phé Ich-lan dan dan mat hut vé
phia tay bac, con tau Lanh-Cong ma hét
toc luc, vugt trén mit séng den ngom
ctua Dai-tay-duong.
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CHUONG 4
NE-LANG (NED LAND)

Vién chi huy Phan-Uc la mot thay
thu lanh nghé, ddng mdt diéu
khién chiéc ngu 16i chién ham cta 6ng
ta. Con tau véi Ong ta dugc xem nhu
mdt. Ong 1 linh hén clia con tau oanh
liét do. Trudc van dé con thay quai oc
ong ta khong hé ban ron, vi ong tin chac
rang con thuy qudi kia khong thé nao
danh dam con tau 6ng dugc.
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Thuc vay, ong tin tudng diéu do
cling nhu nhiing ngudi dan ba tin & s6
phan vay, bang long tin chi khong phai
bang ly 1é. Ong dy tinh, néu gip con thay
quéi, 6ng sé cho con tau rugt né khap
cac mat bién bat ky dén noi nao. Co diéu
khong ai dodn trudc dugc la ching biét
ong Phan-Uc sé giét dugc con thiy qudi,
hay con thuy qudi sé giét ong Phan-Uc.

Cdc si quan duong truc trén tau déu
gop phan ban tinh cong viéc véi vi chi
huy. Ho tranh ludn nhau, ho néu 1én cac
trudng hop cham tran bat ngd, va udc
lugng bé rong cua trung duong.

Moi ngudi déu ham ho, khong moét
ai c6 moét y nghi hoai cong.

Mit trdi 16 bong. Anh ning méi lic
mot gat gao. Trén san tau 16 nho doan
thty thu, ho van kién nhan dung duéi

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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cac cOt buom ndéng biic. Con tau quat
nudéc tién déu, nhung chua vugt dén
vung “quyét liét” trén mat Thai-binh-
duong.

Ai ndy déu trong mong tim thay con
Doc-gidc-ngu d€ ho co6 dip tro tai dam,
chém. D6i mat moi ngudiluon luén dinh
lién v&i mat bién.

Va lai, thuyén trudng Phan-Uc lai
con tuyén bo treo gidi thudng hai ngan
do la cho bat ky mot ai trén tau, trong
thay con thly quai trudc nhat, do d6 lam
sao doi mat ctia ho khong chdm chu cho
dugc.

Vé phan toi, mdc dau c6 doi y nghi
riéng biét, song t6i khong dé 16 cho moi
ngudi bi€t nhiing cti chi hang ngay cta
toi. Chi c6 Con-Son, vé bat binh ctia anh
ta rd rét, khién cho moi ngudi hoi phaty
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trudc nguyén vong chung ctia ho.

Nhu t6i da ndi, vién chi huy Phan-
Uc trang bi con tau Lanh-Cong rit diy
da: day da nhiing dung cu danh cd ma
mot chiéc tau sdn céd voi cling chua bi
kip. TU nhiing mui lao phdng tay, dén
nhiing vién dan no, dung dé ban vit troi,
dén nhiing mai tén c6 nganh mdi moi
déu chudn bi dau d6 sian sang. Trudc dau
tau c6 dit mot khau sing dai bac kiéu
m&i (1867). Thu vi khi nay do nuéc My
ché ra, c6 thé ban mdt dau dan ndng bon
ki-16, va xa dén mudi sdu cay sO ngan.
Thuc 1a mot thi vii khi dang ké vao thai
bay gid. Tém lai, vé phuong dién trang bi
con tau Lanh Cong khong thi€u gi ca.

Dbéang ké hon niia, trén tau lai c6 tén
Né-Lang, mét tay thién nghé vé moén
ném lao. Nguodi ta goi Né-Lang la “vua”
ném lao.

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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Né-Lang ngudi Gia-na dai, tuy c6
mot tai nang dac biét trong cdi nghé nguy
hiém 4y that, song tri hiéu biét chdng bao
nhiéu. Anh ta chi cé tai lanh le va gan da
dudi theo mot con ca voi hodc mot con
cd nha tang, phong vao chung né nhiing
ngon lao dich dang thé thoi,

Anh ta d6 bon muoi tudi, than hinh
cao 16n vam v@, siic manh doi dao, bap
thit n& nang, d6i mat saing ngdi nhu mot
cdp kinh vién vong, va luc nao cling hang
hai nhu mot nong sing dai bac sap nha
dan vay.

Toi thiét tudng 6ng Phan-Uc dem

anh ta theo trong cudéc mao hiém nay
thuc khon ngoan dao dé.

Tuy it ndi, va it lam ban vdi ai, song
Né-Lang nédi dugc ca tiéng Gia-na-dai
va tiéng Phap, vi gia dinh anh ta goc 6
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Qué-Bac (Québec) mot vung chai ludi
ndi tiéng, trudc kia thudc Phap.

Thét la mét dip tién lgi d€ anh ¢6 co
héi chuyén tro, va t6i cé co hdi nghe lai
giong ndi Ra-Bo-Le (Rabelais) hién nay
chi con rai rac trén mot vai tinh xi Gia-
na dai.

DPoi véi toi, Né-Lang c6 thién cam,
va lan lan chuyén tro than mat. Tuy
nhién, anh ta khong bao gic déy dén cau
chuyén ctia moi ngudi, anh ta chi thich
thu ké lai nhiing cudc sin ca va nhiing
cudc ném lao ctia anh ta ma thoi.

S6 di t6i ndi nhiéu vé Né-Lang, mot
nguoi mai viia quen biét, la vi ching toi
sau nay tré thanh doi ban thiét cot, mot
moi tinh phat sanh va két cau trong mét
canh ngo hai huing. O! Né-Lang! Mot ci
tén bat diét cta long t6i. Téi mudn dugc

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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song thém tram tudi ntia dé€ gid mai
nhting ky niém ctia anh ta vao long.

Va, hién nay, quan niém ctia Né-Lang
nhu thé nao trudc van dé con thuy quai?
To6i xin thd thyc rang anh ta khong tin
cd con Doc-gidc-ngu. Quan niém anh ta
ding ngoai sy tin tudng chung cua dai
da s0. Hon niia, anh ta con c6 y thuc bat
man véi cudc mao hiém nay. Tuy nhién,
mot ngay nao do, toi sé c6 dip ndi dén
viéc nay.

Mot chiéu, vao ngay 30 thang bay,
nghia la sau ngay khdéi hanh cta chung
toi ba tuan 1é, troi yén bé lang, con tau
vugt qua Mai Bach (Cap Blanc) véi toc
do ba muoi dim, qua khoi dong chi
tuyén va eo bé Ma-Do-Lang (Magellan),
chung t6i chi con tdm hom ntia, con tau
Lanh-Cong sé quay nudc trén mat Thai-
binh-duong.
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Ngoi trén san tau, tdi va Né-Lang
dua mat nhin mat bién sdu ngom ma
long moi ngudi nhu dang theo dudi mot
cai gi huyén bi, xa xdi.

Thay vé mat tu ly ctia Né-Lang, t6i
bat dau ggi cau chuyén con thay quai, va
hoi:

— Né-Lang a! Tai sao anh khong tin
cé con qudi vat ma hién chung ta dang
theo du6i? Anh c6 motly1é nao dé ching
minh viéc nghi ngé ay khong?

Né-Lang nhin t6i mét luc, dap ban
tay vao viung tran rong cua anh ta co 1€
theo thdi quen nham d6i mat lai mét luc
hinh nhu d€ suy nghi trudc khi tra 16i:

- Cé6 18! Ong Long-Dic a!
— Anh 1a moét tay ddnh cd nghé ng-

hiép, thudng gan gii véi nhiing loai cd c6

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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VU, tai sao anh lai khong tin rang c6 mét
loai ca khéng 16 xuat hién trong trudng
hop nay.

Né-Lang mim cudi, nhin téi, dap:

— Ong 14m rdi, 6ng Gido su a! Nguoi
ta thuong tudng rang nhiing ngoi sao
choi dic biét co thé vugt qua quang
khong gian, hodc nhiing quai tugng thaoi
c0 sa van con ton tai mai trong long dat:
nhung thuc ra khong mét nha thién van
hoc, hodc m¢t nha dia chat hoc nao cong
nhén viéc hao huyén nhu vay. Doi véi cac
nha sdn cd voi ciing thé. Toi da tling theo
duoi rat nhiéu ca voi, da tting phong lao
giét mot s6 16n: tuy nhién, du ching cé
manh dén dau, hodc c6 nhiing loai sting,
loai gac ctiing dén buc nao cting khong
thé dam thung ndi vo con tau bang kém
dugc.
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— Anh Né-Lang a! Ngudi ta thuong
ké cho tdi nghe nhiing loai Ddc-giac-
ngu cé sting cliing lam, cé thé dam thung
vo tau kia mal!

— Nhiing vd tau bang gb thi c6 thé
dugc. Nhung tdi cling chua trong thay
bao gid. Theo t6i, toi khong tin rang loai
cd voi, ca nha tang, hodc Ddc-gidc-ngu
cd thé gay thiét hai nhu vay.

— Nhung anh hay nghe t6i néi day,
anh Né-Lang...

— Khong, khong, 6ng mudn ndi gi
cling dugc, nhung diing noi véi toi viéc...

— C6 thé 1a mot con muc khong 16
khong?

— Khong. Loai myc con kém thua.
Con muc chi la loai so 6c. Thit né khong
chic, lam sao nd co thé c6 mot bé dai

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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ndm tram budc nhu loai cé xuong song
dugc.

Bang vé mat ngao nghé, Né-Lang
nhin t6i hoi:

— Thé ra 6ng muon nodi con thuy quai
kia la mét cé voi khong 16 ch gi?

— Dung vay, anh Né-Lang a! Cén cu
theo thuc té, téi dinh ninh nhu vdy. Hin
no6 thudc vao loai ca cé vu, cd nhiing
tht tu vé rdn chic, va mot stic manh
phi thudng, nhu loai cd voi, ca nha ting,
hodc cé heo, chang han.

Né-Lang lac diu. V6i vé mdt lanh
lung, anh ta mim cudi budng ra mot
tiéng:

— Hu!!l

Téi van kién nhan ndi tiép:
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— Anh nén biét raing néu qua cé mot
con vat nao do xuat hién trén mat bién,
ma con vat ay la mdt con vat song dudi
mat nudc hai dam, thi co thé con con vat
ay phai ran chac lam.

Né-Lang hai:
— Tai sao lai phai ran chac?

— Vi néu co thé khong ran chac thi
khong lam sao chiu néi stic ép cua bé
day khoi nuée dugec.

Né-Lang nhap nhdy doéi mat nhin
toi, hoi:

— Thuc thé sao?

— Thuc vay. Chi can mdt vai con s0
thi anh nhén thay ngay.

-~ O! Bang con s6! Ngudi ta tim céi
biét ctia ho bang nhiing con s0!

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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— Khong. Né-Lang a! Bang thuc té
chti khéng phai bang con s6. Anh binh
tinh nghe toi ndi day. Chung ta thu lay
stic ép cua khi trdi so sanh bang stic ép
ctia khdi nudc chiéu cao ba muoi hai
budc? - Néu la nude bién thi chiéu cao it
hon vi nudc bién trong lugng nhiéu hon
nudc ngot — Thé thi, ltc anh ldn xudng
nudc, ci bao nhiéu lan ba muoci hai
budc, co thé anh phai chiu bao nhiéu lan
stic ép ngang vdi stic ép cua khi trgi. Cu
thé ma tinh thi ba trdm hai muoi buéc
stic ép bang mudi lan stic ép cua khi trdi,
va mot tram lan stc ép cta khi troi bang
stic ép ctia ba ngan hai tram budc, tiic la
bé sau dd hai dam rudi. Tinh nhu thé dé
anh thay rang néu anh c6 thé 1an xudéng
bién véGi bé sau 4y thi cti mo6i phan vudng
trén co thé anh, anh phai chiu stic ép
mot ngan ki-16. Anh Né-Lang a, anh c6

2 Pied (foot, feet) = 30,48 cm.
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biét trén ngudi anh cé bao nhiéu phan
vuong khong?

— Toi khong biét dugc, 6ng Long-
Pac a!

— b6 chling mudi bay ngan phan
vuong.

— Nhiéu nhu thé nao?

— Va mdi phan vuong, stic ép ctia khi
trdi nang hon mot ki-16-gam. Ngay luc
bay gio ddy, mudi bady ngan phan vudng
trong ngudi anh dang bi stic ép ctia khi
troi la muoi bay ngan ndm trdm sdu
muoi tam ki-10.

— Thé sao t6i khong cam thay gi ca?

— Phai, anh khong cam thay gi ca, va
anh khong bi de dep bai suc ép ay la vi
khong khi dugc vao trong ngudi anh véi
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stc tuong duong. Stic ép bén ngoai va
stic ép bén trong, hai bén quan binh nén
anh khong cam thay mét nhoc gi ca. Tuy
nhién néu anh 1an xuong nudc thi lai la
mot viéc khac.

Né-Lang cht y ng6i nghe, va reo 1én:

— Al Phai! t6i hiéu roi! Béi vi luc
1dn xudng nudc, nudc bao quanh toi, va
khong vao trong ngudi t6i dugc.

- bung roi. Anh Né-Lang oi! Vay
thi ci ba muoi hai budc dudi mat nudc,
anh bi suc ép mudi bay ngan ndm tram
sdau muoi tdm ki-10: va ba trdm hai muoi
budc, stic ép mudi lan hon tic la mot
tram bdy muoi ldm ngan sdu trdm tam
muoi ki-16: va, ba ngan hai trdm budc,
stic ép mot tram lan hon, tic la mudi bay
trdm ndm muoi sdu ngan tdm tram ki-16:
va, ba muoi hai ngan budc, stic ép ngan
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lan hon, tuc la mudi bay triéu ndm tram
sau muoi tam ngan ki-16. Thé nghia la
anh sé bi xep 1ép nhu nhiing chiéc dia
trong may hoi nudc vay.

Né-Lang trgn d6i mat nhin t6i, thé
dai néi:

— Ghé nhi!

— Thé thi, nhiing con vat khong 10
song dudi mat nudc bién, than hinh né
hang triéu phan vudng, phai chiu stc ép
hang ty ki-16, vy b6 xuong va co thé ctia
né phai nhu thé nao méi chiu ndi chu?

Né-Lang néi:

— Co thé nd phai duc bang ton day

do tam long tay nhu nhiing chiéc ngu 16i
ham vay.

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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— That thé, anh Né-Lang a! Néu
khong c6 mot con vat to tudng va stc
manh nhu thé lam sao c6 thé dam thung
vo tau cho dugc.

Né-Lang choang vang trudc nhiing
con sO khdng 16 ay. Tuy nhién khoéng
muon tim hi€éu hon niia, anh ta gat dau
lia lia, noi:

— Phai... thuc ra... cting c6 thé...

— Anh da nhan 16i t6i noi 1a cé ly
chua?

— Nha van-vat-hoc oi! Ong noi cling
c6 ly phan nao thuc, nghia la néu cé mét

con vat nao s6ng dudi day bién thi con
vat ay phai c¢6 stic manh nhu 6ng néi vay.

— Nhung néu con vat ay khong cd, thi
tai nan cua con tau Co-Ta anh cat nghia
lam sao?
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Né-Lang lang tung, noi:

- Coléla...

— Dugc, anh ct noi di, anh Né-Lang!
— Badi vi... viéc d6 khong thé cd!

Né-Lang khong tin sy thuc cé chiéc
tau bi ddm thiing. Nhung d6 chdng qua
1a tanh buéng binh ctia anh ta, thé thoi.
Vét thuong ctia con tau Co-Ta con s&
s& ra do, ai ma choi cai di dau dudgc.
Vét thuong kia khong phai ty nhién ma
cO, ma cling chdng phai do mot tang da
ngam gay nén, hién trang dé phai la mot
th mai nhon nao cua mot vat.

Theo t6i, d6 phai 1a mot gidong vat c6
xuong song, thudc loai c6 vu, va la mot
thu cd chua tling thay.

Chuong 4 - Né Lang (Ned Land)
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Con tau Lanh-Co6ng c6 tim thay con
vat 4y khong, han con chd ¢ sy may rui.
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CHUONG 5
CUOQC LIEU LINH

>ua mot thoi gian vuot bién, con
Qtéu Lanh-Cong khong gidp mot
trd ngai nao ca. Tuy nhién, mot co hoi
dua dén, khién cho moi ngudi cd dip
trong thdy tai nang tuyét voi clia Ne-
Lang.

Ngay 30 thdng sdu, con tau dang &
gitia b€ khoi ving Ma-Liing (Malonnes)
bong gip mot s6 tau danh ca voi cla
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ngudi My. Doan tau nay khong dinh duy
gi vé cong cudc theo dudi con thuy quai.
Nhung thuyén truéng Mong-Ro (Mon-
roe) diéu khién mot trong nhiing con tau
ay, biét Né-Lang hién c6 mat trén chiéc
tau Lanh-Cong, yéu cau gitp suc ha con
cd voi ma Ong ta viia trong thay.

Vién chi huy Phan-Uc muén thit tai
cta Né-Lang nén cho phép anh ta dugc
sang giup con tau cua Mong-RO.

Thé la Né-Lang c6 co hoi dé tro tai.

Hai con cd voi dang vuon minh len
16i theo mdt séng, Né-Lang cAm ngon
lao phong t6i tring ngay qua tim, mot
con gidy danh dach. Va chi trong chéc
lat, anh ta rugt theo ha ti€ép mét con ntia
rat dé dang.

O! Tai phéng lao ctia Né-Lang siéu

Chuong 5 - Cudc liéu linh



118 9| Jodles Vermz

voi thuc! Ai dam bao rang anh ta khong
dam duong dau véi con thuy quai trong
luc cham tran.

Con tau ctia chung t6i lai 1én dudng,
ré nudc tién doc theo huéng dong nam
bd bién My chau.

Ngay 3 thang bay chung t6i qua khoi
eo bién Ma-do-lang (Magellan) va dén
mii Dong-trinh (cap des Vierges).

Cac thuy thu cho rang con thay quai
khong 16 kia khong thé nao vao dugc noi
chat hep nay, nén thuyén truéng Phan-
Uc cho 1énh mé hét t6c do chay vé phia
muai Hon (Horn).

Ngay 6 thang bay, vao khoang ba gi¢
chiéu, con tau Lanh-Cong tién vé hudng
nam, v6i toc do mudilam ddm, vugt qua
nhiing hoang dao, rdi thang dudng ré
sang hudng Tay-Bac.
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Va, ngay hom sau do, con tau Lanh-
Cong ré nudc trén mat Thai-binh-duong.

Cac thuy tht nhao nhé bao nhau:
— Hay nhin cho ky! Hay nhin cho ky!

D o6i mat moi ngudi déu md trao trdo
dinh lién v6i mdt séng. Dém cling nhu
ngay nhiing cdp vién vong kinh dugc
ghim san noi mat. C9 1€ s6 tién thudng
hai ngan d6 la c6 manh lyc lam cho moi
ngudi quén ca nhoc mét di chéng.

Toi, toi khong bi soO tién thudng ay
cam do, song cing khdng lic nao lo
dénh. Trii mét vai phut trong biia an,
va vai gid trong gidc ngl, mdc dau mua
nang, khong bao gio toi roi khoi san tau.
Luc thi dua minh vao lan can truéc mai
tau, lac thi chong tay 6 canh sudn dang
1ai, tr6 mat nhin nhiing bot séng tung
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1én trang xda ngut tdn chan may.

Va, ct thinh thodng, long t6i ron 1én
gitia tiéng On ao clia moi ngudi khi trong
thdy mot con ca voi phoi minh xam ngat
trén mdt song. Moi 1an nhu thé€ san tau
lao nhao, nao thuy thu, nao si quan, tim
ho d4dp manh, mat ho tron xoe, trong
rat thich tha. To6i nhin mai, hai con mat
mudn md di, thé ma Con-Son, lac nao
cting nhu lanh dam, thinh thoang ding
sat vao bén tdi nhac di nhac lai cau noi:

— Néu 6ng khong muon lam nhoc
con mat thi ct dé€ sau nay sé xem.

That vay, nhiing “cudc” hoi hop
khong dem lai mot ich lgi nao ca. Con
tau chuyén minh dudi theo mdt con vat
nao do, thi con vat ay chi 1a mot con cd
voi thudng, hodc modt con cd nha tang,
thudc vao loai nho. Va, chi trong loang
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mat, né vay dudi bién mat gitia nhiing
tiéng nguyén rua clia moi ngudi.

Maic dau vay, nhung vao tiét thang
bdy, noi day khi tr&i thanh bach, mdt
nudc trong xanh, trong rat dep mat.

Né-Lang ludén luén van giti thai do
nghi ngd. Anh ta khong them ngé ngang
dén mat bién, ca nhing phut hoi hop,
nhdn nhip ctia moi ngudi cling thé. Moi
ngay tam tiéng dong ho, anh ta nam mai
trong phong d€ ngt, hodc xem sach.

Thay thé, nhiéu lan t6i phan nan cu
chi ctia anh ta.

Anh ta dap:

~ O! ching c6 quai gi ci, 6ng Long-
bac a! Hon niia, ngudi gap né noi Thai-
binh-duong cach day da hai thang rdi,

néu qua co6 no, thi né cling da di mot noi
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khéac. Chung ta chi lam moét chuyén cau
may ma thoi.

Cau noi cta anh ta chi ly. Toéi khong
biét phai trd 16i lam sao. Thuc ra, ching
toi ngong ngong ngay dém ciing chi 1a
viéc cau may. Nhung biét lam cach nao
hon.

Ngay 20 cho dén ngay 27 thang bay,
con tau chung t6i vugt qua dudng xich
dao & kinh tuyén mot tram phan mudi,
va bat dau chuyén hudng vé phia tay, vao
trung tam 'Thdi-binh-duong. Thuyén
triudng Phan-Uc nghi ring muén gip
con thily quadi can phai mao hiém 6
nhiing vung bé khoi, tranh nhiing giai
dit hién va nhiing hon cu lao ké can. Y
kién dé dugc moi ngudi tan thanh, vivay
con tau chung t6i dugc dot thém lta va
md& rong vé huéng Bo-Mo-Tu, tién vao
Trung-Hai.
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Tuy nhién, con tau viia ra khoi dugc
mdy hom, thi théat la mot tro cudi kho-
ng thé ndi dugc. Ngudi ta bd an, bd ngt.
Moi ngudi déu nao nao lo au. Moi ngay
chting 16i hai muoi lan, ho nhin nhau
tht thi nhiing maéi nguy bién co thé xay
toi.

Pa ba thang troi, con tau Lanh-Coéng
chay khap trén mat Bac-bang-duong qua
dén Thai-binh-duong, dudi theo nhiing
con cda voi thinh thodng xuat hién, lac
nao cling v6i mot toéc do siéu voi; nhu
thé, hién nay néu rai ro bé nao, mdy moc
bi truc trdc, thi s6 ngudi gitia canh bat
ngat bao la xa bd xa bén kia hién cé bao
ton sanh mang dugc khong?

Moi lo au tran ngap ndi long. Va su
nan chi dan dan xam chiém trong 6c¢
moi ngudi. Ho cho la ho da lam mét diéu

Chuong 5 - Cudc liéu linh



124 9| Jbdles Verms

dai dét, theo du6i mot cau chuyén hio
huyén.

May thay, con tau Lanh-Cong khong
phai nhu y tuéng tugng cta ho, luc nao
nd ciing to ra xudt sac va khong dem lai
mot triéu ching nao hu héng ca. Nguon
hy vong lai tré vé v6i moi ngudi. Vién
thuyén truéng Phan Uc hia thém ba
ngay ntia, néu trong ba ngay ma khong
tim ra con thuy qudi 6ng ta sé cho tau
quay vé bo bién Au chau.

Hom dé vao ngay 2 thang mudi mot.
Bat dau tli ngay do su ué oai trong doan
thay tha khong con nita. Ai ndy déu
nhao nhao, d6i mat ha héc, ném xudng
mdt bién nhiing tia hy vong cudi cung dé
dat 1ay muc dich. Nhiing cap vién vong
kinh dugc lau chui trd lai rat cdn than.

Hai ngay tr6i qua, con tau Lanh-

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Cong xa b6t hoi nudc, chay tu ti. Ngudsi
ta dung du cach d€ lam cho moi ngudi
chu y, va ty kich thich nhau bang cach
chuén bi hdn hoi d€ d6i pho véi con thay
quai. Mot s6 16n gido mac dugc sap san,
cac xudng nho trén tau déu chuin bi dé
phong khi chiéc Lanh-Cong bi hong.

Nhung, mai dén chi€u ngay 4 thiang
chap ma van khong tim thdy tam dang
con thuy quai dau ca.

Hom sau, ngay 5 thang chap, ngay
cua thdi han chét. Thuyén truéng Phan-
Uc giit 16i htta, truyén cho thiy tht quay
mi tau vé huéng dong-nam, véi y dinh
dut khoat r6i bo vung Thai-binh-duong.

Luc bay gid con tau chung t6i dang
& vao vi do 31° 15’ vé hudng bac va kinh
dod 136° 42’ vé hubéng dong, cach dat lién
Nhat-ban chting 16i hai trdm ddm.
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Man dém bat dau buéng xuoéng. Mot
vung may xam luét thudt & chan trdi,
phu kin mat trang. Mét bién nhuém mau
xam nhat. Tling dgt sdng, nhap nho ra
vao mii tau trang xoa.

Gitia luc do, toi chong tay trén bao
lon trudc mii tau, Con-Son ding sat
canh tdi, d6i mat mo mang nhin vé phia
trudc. Doan thay tht ngat ngudng dua
lung trén cac day budm, diing ngam
chan trdi dém luc ma, luc té. Cac siquan,
ghé mat vao nhiing chiéc 6ng dom, dang
tram lang trong bong téi xa xdm. Cu
thinh thodng, gitta hai viing may kéo
qua, anh trang nho ra, lam cho mdt bién
d6i mau vang nhaot.

Thay vé mat tu Iy cta Con Son, to6i
doan biét anh ta dang cé diéu gi lo lang.
Va day la lan dau tién, to6i thay anh ta
nghi nggi.
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T6i noi dua:

— Dugc lam! Anh Cén Son! Mét dip
chot dé€ doat hai ngan do la.

Con-Son quay nhin tdi, dap:

— Thua 0ng, t6i chang bao gid nghi
dén so6 tién thudng 4y ca. Dau cho chanh
pht My c¢6 hia dén trdm ngan do la, s
tién ay cling khong mat.

— Anh néi dang ddy! Day chang qua
1a mot viéc hao huyén thé thoi. Trong cau
chuyén nay chung ta thi€éu suy nghi. Mat
thi gio lai thém nhiéu chuyén lo lang ma
khong ich gi! Dang 1€ chung ta vé Phap
da sau thang roi!

— Va song trong ngdi nha xinh dep
ctua 6ng! Trong vién bac-vat ctia 6ng! Toi
da sap xong nhiing chit hoa thach cua
ong!...
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— Phai, thuc lIa so xuit! Theo toi
tudng, viéc nay toi sé bi ngudi ta mai
mia.

Con-Son bui ngui, néi:

— To6i ciing nghi nhu vdy nhung
chang biét c6 ding khong?

- Dbung lam.

— Khi da ¢6 vinh du la mot ké tri thiic
nhu 6ng thi ngudi ta thudng noi dén...

Con-Son ndéi chua dut cdu, bong trén
tau co tiéng la chat chaa. Do la ti€ng cta
Né-Lang:

- O kia! Con thty qudi kia kia, né
dang tién v€ phia ching ta!

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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CHUONG 6
DUNG HET TOC LUC

Nghe tiéng la, moi ngudi hap
tdp d6 x6 vé phia Né-Lang. Tu
thuyén trudng, si quan dén thuy thu,
khong ai con binh tinh dugc niia. Ho
budng ca nhiém vu chay ta dén.

Gitia luc do bdng t6i bao trum ca
mat bién. To6i chang hiéu d6i mat cha
Né-Lang lam thé nao ma trong thay tai
tinh nhu thé. Tim t6i dap thinh thich.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Qua that, Né-Lang khong lam,
Chung t6i trong theo ngon tay anh ta
chi, ai ndy déu nhan ra mot hién tugng
ky la dang xuat hién cach con tau Lanh-
Cong do vai tam. Duéi mat bién, hinh
nhu cé vit gi to tuéng dang quay nudc,
lam cho mat nuéc sang chéi ndi lén mot
vét hinh thuan va dai thuon thuot. Gitia
vung gon nudc bao la dy, mdt vét khoi
vun vut phun lén, tan dan trong khong
khi.

Mot si quan la to:

— Do chi la su két hgp ctia mdt ving
lan tinh lam sang choi trong luc ban dém,
thé thoi.

To1 cai lai:

— Khong phai dau, 6ng a! khong bao
gio chat lan tinh c6 moét stic sang nhu
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thé dugc. Anh sdng 4y phdi 1a thd anh
sang cua di¢n khi... Va lai... Cac 6ng xem
kia! N6 cti dong! N6 c6 thé lui, téi! Va
kia! N6 tién vé phia ching ta!

Moi ngudi trén tau déu that kinh la
1én mot lugt. Thuyén trudng Phan-Uc
ho to:

— Hay im lang! M& may cho con tau
chay lui lai!

Thuay tht nghe 1énh voi va quay tau
lai. Cac chong chdéng tré ngugc chiéu, va
con tau chay quanh nta vong.

Thuyén truéng ho:

— Dua tay 1di vé bén mdt, cho con tau
chay tdi.

Lénh viiaban bo, con tau Lanh-Cong
ma hét tdc luc, co xa rdi con thuy quai.
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Tuy nhién, con tau Lanh-Cong chay
chting nao, thi ngudi ta lai thay con thuy
quai kia moi luc mot gan thém. Toc do
cua con thuy quai gap hai lan toc d¢ cua
con tau.

Chung t6i ai ndy déu lang cam, mat
may len lét, nguc thd hon hén, kinh ngac
nhiéu hon 1a sg sét. Nhung la thay, con
thtry quai kia chi mudn lam mot tré dua
thé thoi. N6 chay quanh con tau Lanh-
Cong mot vong, véi toc dd chling mudi
bon gut, nha dnh sdng bao trum ca mdt
song nhu mot chat bui da quang, r6i ti tu
bién dang, dé€ lai mdt vét dai sing quac,
nhat dan nhu lan khéi ctia mot con tau
toc hanh vay.

Tudéng thé la hét. Chung téi ngo
ngac nhin nhau chua kip néi 16i nao, thi
bong phia chan troi xa, tiép lién véi mat
bién, con thuy quai kia lai xudt hién vion
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minh chay v€ phia con tau Lanh-Cong
bing mot tdéc do phi thuong. Viua dén
noi, cach con tau Lanh-Cong chiing vai
ddm, bong nhién anh sang: cua con thuy
quai tat han di, chi con thidy mot bong
den ngom, lu 1 luét trén mdt nudc.

Trén tau, chuing t6i ai nay déu kinh
khting nghi rang gi¢ phut quyét liét sap
dén, va van mang ching t6i con mat chi
trong choc lat.

Thuyén truéng Phan-Uc, tuy vé mit
van binh than nhu thudng song trong
long khong khéi lo lang. Téi dua mat
nhin 6ng ta héi y kién.

Ong ta dép:

- Ong Long-Déc a! Toi chua biét con
vat khong 16 ay thudc vé loai gi, vi vy
toi khong mudén cho con tau cta t6i mao
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hiém trong dém t6i. Va lai ching ta danh
v6i cai ma chung ta chua bi€t no la vat gi
thi lam sao d€ phong cho dugc. Han dé
ban ngay chung ta sé li¢u.

T6i hoi:

— Thua thuyén trudng, ngai khong
tin d6 la mot con vat hay sao?

— Khong, 6ng a! Toi ciing cho do la
mot giong Ddc-gidc-ngu khong 16 song
1a loai Doc-gidc-ngu co dién luc.

— 'Theo t6i tudng, chung ta khong
nén dén gan nd vi thudng nhiing loai
dién ngu, va nhiing loai ngu 16i déu co
stic manh dang so.

— Dung thé, va trudc nhtt ching ta
nén dé phong.
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Thuyén truéng ndi xong cho 1énh
con tau Lanh-Coéng tranh xa con thuy
qudi, nhung véi toc do binh thudng, vi
ong ta biét rang dau c6 chay mau dén
dau d6i v6i con thay quai kia cling chang
an thua gi.

bang kia, con thiy quai cling tu tu
luét minh dudi theo, khong chay mau,
nhung hinh nhu né cé y dinh quyét
khong bo qua cudc dung do.

Sudt dém, trén con tau, ai ndy déu
16ng nhong, khong dam chgp mat mot
chut nao.

Vao 16i ntia dém, bong con thty quai
kia bién mat - Noi cho dung hon, chung
toi khong con trong thay anh sang cta
noé ntia, thé thoi! - Ma nhu thé tic la né
da sg nén bién di ching? Chac khong
mot ai hy vong nhu vay.
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ROi, vao 161 mdt gid sang, mot tiéng
rit ghé hon ru lén, rao rac nhu tiéng nudc
thoat ra & moét voi nudce 16n.

Thuyén trudéng Phan-Uc, Né-Lang
va toi, luc bay gio dang dung trén san
tau, doi mat dam dam nhin vé€ phia bong
toi day déc ay.

Thuyén trudng Phan-Uc hodi Né-
Lang:

— Né-Lang, c6 bao gid anh nghe loai
cd voi rit lén nhiing tiéng nhu thé khong?

— Thua 6ng, t6i thudng dugc nghe
lam, nhung khong c6 con ca voi nao
giong nhu con ca voi nay. Vi, moi khi toi
trong thiy nd, tlic khac dugc hudng hai
ngan do la.

— Pung ro6i, anh dang dugc hudng so6
tién thudng 4y. Tuy nhién theo sy nhén
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xét cua anh, tiéng rit via rdi c6 giong
nhu tiéng cta loai ca voi phut nudc lén
mat bién khong?

— Thua 6ng, giong lam. Song tiéng
rit nay manh va 16n hon nhiéu. Vi vay,
ching ta c6 thé bi 1am lan...

No6i dén day, Né-Lang ngling lai mot
chut, r6i ngudc mat nhin thuyén trudng,
noi tiép:

— Néu qua la loai ca voi thi ngay mai
ong cho phép t6i n6i chuyén véi nd vai
1oi.

Thuyén truéng ngo ngac hoi:

— Anh c6 thé noéi chuyén véi né, va
né bang long nghe 16i anh noi hay sao?

Né-Lang nhin vai dap véi giong
khung khinh:

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— Thi ct cho t6i dén gan no cach vai
tam, tay toi c6 cam moét mii lao thi tu
nhién no6 phai nghe 16i t6i kho gi!

— Dugc lam, nhung anh c6 can to6i
chuén bi cho anh chiéc xuong c6 trang bj
vl khi danh cd hay khong?

— Thua 6ng, di nhién la phai vay.

— Viéc lam nay rat quan h¢, anh
huéng dén tanh mang cd moi ngudi trén
tau!

— Va ca tdnh mang cua to6i niia.

béap xong, Né-Lang van binh than,
ding nhin mdt bién, khong té6 ra mot
chut gi lo lang trudc nhiém vu trong dai
ctia anh ta ca.

Vao 16i hai gio sang, dnh sang con
thtry quai kia lai xuat hién nhu ci, cach
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con tau Lanh-Cong chling ndm ddm.
Mic dau cach xa nhu vay, médc dau luc ay
gi6 bién thoi dat dao, ngudi ta van nghe
10 ti€éng dap dudi va ti€éng thé hon hén
ctia con thuy qudi. Hinh nhu luc dé, con
thtty quai ngoi lén trén mat bién dé€ lay
hoi. Khong khi cuén vao buong phoi néd
0 at nhu tiéng hoi nudc boc vao nhiing
Ong thut ctia nhiing may hoi nudc khéng
16, hang ngan ma lvc vay.

Moi ngudi thiic trong canh hoéi hop
cho dén sang. Ho chuan bi tac chién!
Nhiing dung cu sdn cd dugc sdp san ra
tridc bao lon tau, nhiing mii lao dai
thuon thugt c6 thé phong xa viat tam
mat: nhiing vién dan ban vit troi, dudi
dai dugc nap san vao nong sung. Neé-
Lang d6i mat sang ngdi, cAm san mii
lao, canh tay day gan gudc.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Vao lic sdu gio sang, anh binh minh
bat dau 16 dang. Mit bién r6 din. Anh
sang con thiy qudi doi ra mau trang nhat
roi bién han.

Bay gi0 sang, madt tréi viia moc,
nhiing tia ltGa d6 tung hong. Lé ra, luc
dé 1a lic mat bién sang hon bao gio hét.
Tuy nhién, hom ay bi mot 16p suong mu
xOng lén, lap ca chan trdi, lam cho mot
moi diu hiu, buon ba.

Nhiing 6ng vién-vong-kinh dugc
mang ra st dung, song ciing khong tai
nao choc thung dugc 16p suong mu ndng
triu ay.

Toi dling mai trén san tau véi doan si
quan duong truc. Tat ca déu chom minh
vé phia truéc mii thuyén, va lung cta
moi ngudi nhu dai thém ra mot chat.
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Vao luc tdm gid, man suong mu 6m
kin cd mdt séng, khong con phan biét
dugc noi nao niia. Tuy nhién, anh sing
mdt troi ré din, nhiing tia nang bat dau
16 dang, va cuoi cung quét sach ca 16p
bui mo.

Bong Né-Lang hét to:

— Kia con thuy quai dang xuat hién
dang sau con tau cta chung ta kia!

Ai ndy vdi va quay dau lai.

Cach con tau Lanh-Cong moét ddm
rudi, mot vat den ngom, dai va xam, ndi
lén trén mat bién bé cao d6 mot thudc,
dang hung ho vay dudi quiy nudc. Toi
chua tling thdy mot vat gi c6 mot suc
manh lam xao dong mit bién nhu thé.
DPang sau con thiy quai, nudc cuon thanh
mot vét dai, nhu mot mii tén khong 106,
bot tung Ién trang xoa.
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0,000 dlfimn it iy bt (e 1) ] 143

Con tau Lanh-Cong tién dan vé€ phia
con thuy quai moéi lic mdt gan. Toi dé€'y
nhdn xét thi thay hai t& phtc trinh cua
hai chiéc tau Sa-Nong va Hing-Vi-Ta
trudc day nhan xét vé tam thudc co hoi
qua sy that. Chiéu dai con thuy quai ay
chi d6 chling mot tram nam mudai budc
thoi. Con bé rong, con thuy qudi kia
khong ndi han 1én trén mait nudc, nén
khé ma dodn dugc. Tuy nhién, theo su
phong dinh ctia t6i thi ciing chi chting
bang modt phan ba ctia bé dai.

Trong luc toéi dang dé€ y cAn nhac vé
hinh tugng, thi con thuy qudi phut 1én
hai voi nudc, bé cao d6 b6n muai thudc,
theo 16i phut nudc ctia nhiing loai ca cé
vu.

Toi quyét dinh: day han la mot loai
vat c¢é xuong song, thudc loai cé vi nhu
loai ca voi, ca kinh, ca nha tang. Moi loai
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chia ra [am nhiéu giong, moéi gidng chia
ra lam nhiéu thd, moéi thé co nhiéu su
bién tuéng khac nhau. Tuy nhién, néu
khong ha dugc con thuy qudi nay thi
thuc kho ma dinh duoc.

Moi ngudi trén tau dang néng long
chd 1énh.

Thuyén trudng, sau khi cham chu
nhin con thiy quai mot luc, roi goi vién
ky su dén hai:

— Chung ta c6 du hoi nudc khong?
Vién ky su dap:
— Thua Thuyén trudng, c6 du a!

— Tot! Thé thi anh cho dot 1ta thém,
va dung hét toc luc!

Ba tiéng hoan ho ndi lén tan thanh
ménh 1énh nay. Gig quyét liét da dén.
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Chi vai phut sau, hai 6ng khoéi tau phut
lén khong trung nhiing ngum khoéi den
ngom, va con tau rung minh luét téi, véi
mot toc do chua tung thay.

Pang kia, con thuy quai trong thay
thé, voi bd chay, nhung né chay bang
mot toc do khong qua toc do ctia con tau
Lanh-Co6ng. Vi vay qua bon muoi lam
phut duoi theo, con tau va con thty quai
kia van gitt mdt khoang cach y nhu ci.

Thuyén trudng Phan-Uc tiic gin,
mat do gay, dua tay 1én vo chom rau cam
ro6i mem, va goi:

— Né-Lang dau?

Né-Lang lap ttic budc dén, noi:

— Thua Thuyén trudng can toi?

— A! Theo y anh phéi lam sao bay
gio?
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— Thua Thuyén trudéng, néu con co
thi dugc nén ting thém toc luc. V€ phan
toi, toi sé ngdi trudc mii tau, lic nao con
tau dudi kip vua tam. Toi sé dung mii
lao phong vao con thuy quai.

— DPugc roi! Anh Né-Lang, anh ct
thi hanh nhiém vu anh di.

Noi xong, Thuyén trudng Phan-Uc
quay lai kéu vién ky su, bao:

— Hay doét thém hoi nudc.

Né-Lang cam mii lao ngdi trudc
muai tau, 10 lta dugc dét thém. Canh
quat xoay bon muai ba vong moi phut,
va dong ho chi toc do 1én dén mudi tam
ddm mat gio.

Tuy nhién, qua mot ti€ng dong ho,
con tau Lanh-Cdéng van khong gan con
thtty quai hon mot chut nao! Long phan
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nd tran ngip ca con tau, ti thay lan thg.
Ho khong tiéc 16i nguyén rtia con thuy
quai, trong lac do, con thuy quai kia van
ngao nghé lu It trén mat séng. Thuyén
triidng Phan-Uc 1an nay khong bt rau
ntia, Ong ta nghién rang, goi vién ky su
hoi:

— Anh da cho hoi nuéc lén dén mitic
toi da chua?

— Thua Thuyén truéng, da dén mtic
toi da roi a!

- Cac nap hoi da day chua?
— Sau lan stic ép cta khi troi.

— Hay thém 1én cho dén mudi lan
suc ép.

- O! Lénh mot Thuyén trudng da
ban b0, cOn ai dam ban tan!
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Toi ghé tai no6i nho véi Con-Son, tén
day té trung thanh dang dung bén t6i:

— Anh c6 biét rang ching ta sap stia
phai nhay xuéng bién khong?

Con-Son dap:
— Tay 6ng dinh li¢u.

Tuy nhién, thuc may man lam sao!
Con tau van binh yén.

Cac nap hoi day nhoc, 16 lua do
biing. T6c d6 con tau vugt hin 1én. Cac
c6t budm rung rinh tan gdc. Ong khéi
tau hinh nhu qua chat, khong da stic nha
nhting ngum khoi den dic nghit.

DPo6i mat vién ky su dinh lién véi cay
kim chi t6c do.

Thuyén trudng Phan-Uc hoi:
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— Toc d6 bao nhiéu?

— Thua thuyén-truéng, mudi chin
ddm mot phén ba.

- Hay dot thém 1a 1én.

Vién ky su tudn 1énh. Kim éap-luc-
ké chi mudi lan stc ép. Tuy nhién, hinh
nhu con thtly quai kia van dang chay véi
toc dd mudi chin ddm mdt phan ba, nén
khoang cach van khong thdy thay ddi
chut nao.

That 1a mot cudc dudi bat ky la!

Va, con la lung hon niia la sau do vai
gi®, cd luc con thay quai kia chay cham
lai. Mdi lan nhu thé c6 tiéng Né-Lang
reo lén:

— Chung ta duoi kip roi!
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R&i, trong lac anh ta chuén bi phong
mi lao thi con thty qudi kia chay vot
t6i toc do ba muoi ddm mot gio, bod con
tau Lanh-Coéng xa lac. Cudi cung, mdc
dau con tau ctia chung t6i dang chay véi
toc do tot buc nhu thé, con thuy quai kia
danh moét vong quanh chiéc tau, xem
nhu chiéc tau ctia chung toi dang diing
nguyén mot cho vay. Moi ngudi trén tau
hodng hot, dong hét 1én mot tiéng.

Thuyén trudng Phan-Uc khong con
nhin nhuc dugc ntia, 1am bam:

— A! Con vat nay chay nhanh hon
con tau Lanh-Cong! Dugc ro6i! may sé
xem thu c6 thoat khéi tam sing cua ta

khong?
Noi xong, quay lai ho:
— Hay nap dan vao sung dai bac, va

bin mau!

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Chiéc dai bac dugc mot vién thay
tht manh mé nhtt nap dan va nham con
thlly quai ban téi. Vién dan khong trung
dich, vugt 1én trén lung con thuy quai
cach vai buéc.

Thuyén truéng Phan-Uc buc boi hét:

— Hay trao cho ngudi nao tai ning
hon! Nam trdm d6 la sé thudng cho ai
ban trang con thay quai ay!

Mot ngudi linh phdo thu gia, ham
rau xam ngat — téi con nhé ré6 doéi mat
tram ldng, guong mat lanh lung, budc
dén bén khiu dai bac, ngam nghia mot
lac, trude khi cho nhd dan. Tiéng sing
viia no, mot trang phao tay noi day, lan
v6i tiéng hoan ho t6 méd. Vién dan bay
dén, dung vao con thuy quai.

Tuy nhién, la lung lam sao! vién dan
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khong ghim vao con thuy quai ma lai
nhay doéi 1én, lust qua mdt sdng, roi mat
hat tdn dang xa, cach do hai dam.

Vién phao thu gia cau may lam bam:

— A! ra con thly qudi ndy minh né
cO boc sat.

Thuyén truéng Phan-Uc hét 1én:
— Con vat khon nan!
Poan 6ng ta quay vé phia t6i ndi:

— Toi dudi theo ndé cho dén lic nao
con tau cta toi v& nét ra ting manh mdi
thoi!

Toi gat dau phu hoa:
- Phai, 6ng noi co ly.

Cudc san duoi lai tiép tuc.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Ngudi ta hy vong con thuy quai sé
dudi stic. Vi, du manh dén dau stic cta
con vat ciing khong thé chiu ndi stic bén
bi cia m¢t mdy hoi nuéec.

Nhung su hy vong ay khong dem
lai mot két qua nao. Subt ca budi chiéu
con tau Lanh-Cong vugt hang ndm tram
cay sO ngan trén mat bién, ma con thuy
quai kia van chay cdm chting, khong to
ra chut gi mét nhoc ca.

Mai cho dén t0i, man dém phut dan
trén mat bién, doan thuay tha ai ndy mét
14 ngudi, thé ma con tau Lanh-Cong van
v6i mot toc do siéu voi khong yéu di mot
may.

Toi nghi tham: “Mic dau con tau
chung t6i tot thuc, song luc nay la luc
con thuy quai r&di bd chung toi, va chung
toi sé€ khong bao gi¢ trong thay no nta.
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Cudc sdn dudi ctia chung t6i chi thé thoi”
Tuy nhién, t6i da lam!

Vao 16i mudi gio ndm muoi phut, anh
dién khi n6i lén mot viing sang ruc, cach
con tau Lanh-Cong khong quéd ba dam.
Anh séng van ryc rd nhu dém trudc.

Co6 diéu la la con thuy quai kia nam
yén khong cu dong nitia. C6 1& no chay
sudt ngay nén mét nhoc, va hién gié né
dang ngt chang? Nhung du sao do ciing
1a mot co hoi tét dé cho Thuyén trudng
Phan-Uc hanh dong.

Ong ta ra lénh cho con tau Lanh-
Cong rén rén di téi, co khong lam nao
dong dé con thuy quai kia khoi thtic day.

Ngudi ta giét nhiing con cd voi dang
ngu gitia bé khoi rit thudng. Chinh Né-
Lang ciing da cé giét mot con nhu vay.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Né-Lang cdm mii lao budc xudng
ngoi noi mii tau. Con tau chung toi tu
tu ti€n tGi, va cach con thuy quai vai tam,
Thuyén trudng ra lénh tat may, chi dé
con tau chay bdng trén ctia né ma thoi.

Ai ndy hinh nhu nin thé. Trén san
tau im phang phac. Chung t6i con cach
con thiy qudi khong qué trdm budc. Anh
sang cua no6 choi ngdi nhu muon 16a mat
moi nguoi.

Gidia luc doé, t6i nghiéng minh vé
dang trudc, nhin xuong mii tau, thay
Né-Lang mdt tay moc vao chiéc nich da,
mot tay cdm mii lao chd san.

Lac con cach con thuy quai chiing
hai muoi budc, Né-Lang vung tay phong
t6i thuc manh. Toi nghe mot tiéng dong
chat chia nhu tiéng hai vat bang sat cham
nhau.
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Bong anh sang con thay quai vut tat,
va hai voi nugc phut 1én, d6 x6i vao san
tau nhu hai dong nudc sudi lam cho moi
nguoi ching toi trén san tau déu té
nghiéng ngta.

K& do, mot tiéng dong manh phat ra
¢ dang 14i, chang biét con tau ching toi
da dung vao vat gi. Va ngay luac dé, toi té
um xuong bién.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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CHUGONG 7

MOT LOAI CA VOI
CHUA TUNG THAY

Mée dau bi té xudng bién mot
cach bat ngd, song toi la mot

tay boi thudc vao hang kha, vi vay toi
van con c6 du binh tinh dé€ suy xét.

Ban dau, t6i chim xudng d¢ hai muoi
budc. Nhung chi trong chéc lat, t6i dung
hai got chan dap manbh, tré6i dau lén khoi
mat nudc.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Poan t6i dua mat nhin bon phia,
cOt tim con tau Lanh-Cong, véi y nghi:
chang biét moi ngudi co trong thdy toi
khong? Chang biét con tau Lanh-Cong
c6 bi ddm khong? Chéng biét Thuyén
trudng Phan-Uc c6 bd xudng bién cho
toi mot chiéc xudng hay khong? Toi co
hy vong dugc ctu thoat hay khong?

Man dém day ddc! Toi thoang thay
mot khoi den ngom chay bién vé hudng
dong, va hai ddu den hiéu 16 mo moi lac
mot xa dan. Thoi! Thé 1a con tau cua toi
da bo toi roi! Toi cdm thdy minh khong
thé nao thoat khoi tay tt than nda.

Toi chéi véi lao minh vé hudéng con
tau, goi to:

— Ctiu t6i vai! Ctu toi véi!

Quan 4o tdi vudng viu, lam cho t6i

cti dong rat mét nhoc.
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Tiéng kéu ctiu cudi cung viia ra khoi
c0, thi miéng t6i day oc nudc, va tay chan
toi khong con vung vay dugc nta. Toi
lan lan chim xudng.

Bong t6i cam thdy nhu cé mdt ban
tay khde manh, nam lay o t6i, 16i t6i 1én
mdt bién, va tai toi nghe giong noéi quen
thuoc:

~ Ong hay vin 14y vai t6i ma boi.
— A! T¢é ra la ti€ng ndéi ctia Con-Son.

Toi nam tay tén day t6 trung thanh
cta t6i, néi hon hén:

— Anh day sao? Anh Con-Son!
Con-Son dap:

— Thua 6ng, chinh t6i day.

— Anh cling bi té xudéng nudc nhu

toi, trong lic con tau bi dung sao?

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— Thua 6ng, khong. Vi t6i la ké phuc
vu cho 6ng nén trong trudng hgp nao toi
cling phai theo 6ng.

O! Chi c6 nhiing ké trung thanh méi
xem nhting hanh dong d6 la thudng su.

Toi hoi tiép:
— Con con tau Lanh-Cong?

Con-Son dua mat nhin quanh, roi

dap:

— To6i tudng chung ta khong con
trong cdy vao con tau ay nia.

— Tai sao thé?

— Vi, ltc t6i sap nhdy xudng bién, t6i
nghe cac thay thu la: “Chong chéng va
banh lai bi gay r6i”

— Gay roi a?
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— Phai, thua 6ng, cd 1é bi cham vao
ham rdng cua con thuy quai.
— Thé thi chung ta nguy mat !
Con-Son tram tinh dap:

— Co 1&! Nhung it ra chung ta ciing
con sdng dugc hai tiéng dong ho niia, va
trong hai gid dong ho ay biét dau sé cé
nhiéu thay doi bat ngg.

Thai d6 can dam va binh tinh cua
Con-Son da trdn an t6i mdt phan nao.
Toi c6 hét stic dé vung vay trén mat nudc.
Nhung 40 quan cua t6i ndng qua, rat khé
ma boi 10i.

Con-Son thay vay noi:

— Ong cu dé€ t6i c6i mad 4o quan cua
ong cho.

Noi xong, Con-Son tho tay vao tui

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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a0, 1y con dao nho, mo mam xéo tling
manh vai, vut di.

Thoat rakhoi may 16p 4o quan, nguoi
toi thady nhe nhang, khoe khoan. Va, dén
lugt toi, toi cling phai lam theo phuong
phép ay dé€ c6i maé cho Con-Son.

DPoan hai chung t6i diu nhau boi trén
mat nudc.

Tuy nhién, hoan cédnh chung toi
khong kém phan hiém nghéo. Vi, theo
161 cia Con-Son, con tau Lanh- Céng da
bi gay bdnh lai va chong chong roi, lam
sao ¢ thé dén ctiu ching t6i dugc nia.
Chung t6i chi con hy vong gap dugc mot
chiéc xuong nao trén con tau Lanh-Cong
thd xudng noi dé ma thoi. Chung toi co
stic kéo dai cai thoi gian hy vong 4y bang
cach vin dung hét stc luc dé chién dau
v6i td than.
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Con-Son va tdi moi ngudi thay phién
nhau nghi dé€ dudng stic khoe. Cii cach
dd ndm sdu phut, moét trong hai chung
toi nam ngua ra, vong tay lén nguc,
chan dubi thang, d€ cho ngudi khac viia
boi, viia ddy di. Va ct thé thay d6i mai.
Nhung, hy vong cta long nguoi khong
bd bén, ma stic con ngudi lai cd han, nén
chi trong vai tiéng dong ho, ching t6i lan
lan kiét stic.

Chiéc tau Lanh-Cong va con thuy
qudi cham nhau vao 16i mudi mot gio
khuya. Toi tinh ra, cho dén sang, t6i phai
boi dén tdm tiéng dong ho. Oi! S6 phan
moéng manh lam sao! Chi c¢6 diéu may
man la mit bién phing ling khong cé
song to. Thinh thoang t6i dua mat nhin
qua man den, anh trang nhu¢m vang cé
mat nudc, tua hd nhu ching t6i dang boi
trong bé nudc vang vay.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Vao khodng mdt gio sang, tay chan
toi cting dg, khong con lam sao cya quay
dugc nita. Con-Son phai d& lay toi va
tanh mang cta hai toi chi con trong cay
vao suc khoe cua Con-Son ma thoi.

Qua mot luc, t6i nghe hoi thd cta
Con-Son don dap vangan dan. Toi hoang
hét, hét 1én:

— Hay budng t6i ra! Hay budng toi
ra! Con-Son!

Co6n Son hén hén noi:

— Buong 6ng ra? Khong doi nao! Néu
cd chét thi toi la ngudi chét trudc ong!

Gitia luc d6, mot viing may xam kéo
vé phia trdi dong, pht kin ca mdt trang,
lam cho long t6i cang thém khting khiép.
Nhung chang bao lau, viing méy luét qua
khéi anh sang té rang nhu thudng. Toi cd
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ngoi dau lén mat nudc nhin quanh boén
phia mot lan chét niia trudc khi tuyét
vong. Bong toi thiy con tau Lanh-Cong,
& cach xa tdi nam dam. Co gang lam, toi
chi trong thdy n6 nhu cham den 16 mo.
Va, xung quanh t6i, tuyét nhién khong
céd mdt chiéc xudng nao ca.

T6i muo6n kéu lén. Nhung kéu délam
gi v6i mot khoang cach ménh mong nhu
thé! Ha miéng ra chi d€ lam cho nuéc dé
chun vao bung ma thoi!

Bong, tdi nghe tiéng Con-Son goi to:

— Ctu chung t6i! Hay ctiu gium
chung t6i!

Toi lang ling nin thd dé€ nghe thu
may ra cé tiéng tra 16i nao chang. Lo
tai toi da bi u, song hinh nhu t6i thodng
nghe c6 tiéng ai dap lai tiéng kéu ctiu cua
Con Son.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Toi hoi:
— Anh cé nghe gi khong?
- Co! cd!

Va, Con-Son gang suc kéu 1én mot
lan nta.

Lan nay, chung t6i qua quyét khong
lam. Mot tiéng ngudi dap lai tiéng kéu
cta Con-Son. Nhung ngudi nao vay? Cé
1€ mot ké nao trén con tau Lanh-Cong da
bi roi xuéng bién nhu ching tdi chiang?
Hay mot chi€éc xuong cua tau Lanh-Cong
cho dén ctu chung t6i?

Con-Son ran suc dé lay vai toi, trong
lac ay to6i co ngoi dau lén khoi nudc,
nhung stc t6i da kiét, khong cat dau lén
ndi niia.

Toi thi thao hoi:
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— Anh c06 trong thay gi khong?

Ciling bang hoi thé thi thao, Con Son
dap lai:

— Toi c6 thay... cé thay... Nhung diing
noi chuyén. Hay git lay stic!

Chang biét Con-Son da trong thdy
gi. Trong y toi c6 cdm gidc nhu con thuy
quai kia trd lai dé két liéu cudc doi bac
mang cta chung toi vay! Nhung to6i lai
nghi: “Khong 1é! Va lai, ti€ng dap lai 16i
kéu ctiu cua Con Son la ti€éng ngudi, kia

'))

ma

Cu thinh thoang Con-Son ngoi dau
1én, nhin vé phia truéc mat kéu ctu. Va
tiéng ngudi dap lai moi luc mdt gan hon.

Tuy nhién, tai téi khong con nghe
dugc gi nifa ca. Stc t6i da dén luc kiét
qué. Tay toi khong nhiing khong con con

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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cii dong dugc, ma cling khong con cé
thé bau vao mdt vat gi dugc ntia. Miéng
toi hd hoc, dé€ mac cho nude bién chun
vao. Khap minh t6i lanh toat. Toéi ngoi
dau 1én lan cuoi cung rdi chim xudng.
Gita luc &y, mot vat gi rat ciing cham vao
nguoi toi, va toi cam thay t6i dugc 16i lén
mat nudc. Lan hoi toi tinh lai, m&d mat
ra, thi thao hoi:

— Con-Son!
Co tiéng Con Son dap:
— Thua 6ng goi t6i?

Anh trang da chénh chéch vé huéng
tay, luong anh sang chiéu xuyén qua
mdt sdng. To6i thoang thay ngudi bén toi
khong phai la Con-Son, ma la Né-Lang,
toi that kinh la hoang:

— Né-Lang!
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Né-Lang dap:
— Thua 6ng, chinh t6i day.

— Anh ciling bi té xuéng bién nhu t6i
sao?

— Phai, va may man hon 6ng, t6i
dugc budc chan 1én trén moét hon cu lao
naoi!

— Hon cu lao ndi a?

— Phai, cdi ma 6ng goi 1a con Doc-

gidac-ngu khdng 16 do!

— Thé€ nao? Anh noi ré cho t6i nghe,
anh Né-Lang.

— Nh¢ vay ma téi méi biét tai sao
mii lao cta téi khong gdim vao minh nd,
ma lai chay trgt ngoai da.

— Tai sao? Né-Lang! Hay noi di!

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— B&i vi con vét nay bang sat!

Cau noi cua Né-Lang lam cho t6i
ngo ngac, hai:

— Thé ra t6i va anh hién dung trén
lung con thuy quai 4y sao?

— Dung vay.
— Con Cbn Son dau!

Con Son nghe hdi dén minh, véi 1én
tiéng:

— Thua 6ng, t6i day a!

Thi ra trong ltic hai ngud6i dang chéi
vGi, sap hién than cho tu than, dugc Né-
Lang trong thay, 16i cd hai, ddt 1én lung

con thuy qudi, noi ma anh ta vua goi la
hon cu lao néi.
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Toi lay chan di manh xudng lung con
thlly quai thi qua ding nhu 161 Né-Lang
da noi, vat d6 bang mot chat cling chu
khong phai mém nhu da thit ctia nhiing
loai c6 vu duéi bién.

Toi tu nghi: “Cé 1€ la mot con vt ¢
vo cung nhu loai rua, loai hén chang?”

Nhung khong, chinh tai t6i con nhé
ro tiéng doi khi Né-Lang ném miii lao
tGi. Tiéng doi ay la tiéng ctia hai vat bang
sat cham nhau kia ma!

Khong con nghi ngd gi nita! Han 1a
mot loai tau ngdm ctia mot ban tay bi
mat nao da sang ché theo hinh tugng
mot con vt khong 16.

Sau mot vai phut suy doan, Né-Lang,
Con-Son va tdi déu nghi nhu thé.

To6i hoi Né-Lang:

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— Thé thi trong rudt ctia vat nay thé
nao cling phai c6 mot bd mdy va mot
doan nguoi dé diéu khién né chi?

Né-Lang dap:

— Chac chan la véy ré6i! Song t6i &

trén lung né da hon hai gio ma van kho-
ng thay dong tinh gi ca.

— Con tau nay no khong chay sao?
— Khong, 6ng Long-Dac a! Toi ¢

thdy mdy canh quat né cu dong, nhung
né van diing nguyén mot cho.

— Thé ma né lai c6 mét toc do phi
thudng nhu ching ta di thdy. O! Vay thi
toc do 4y thé nao ciing phai do mdt bd
mady, va it ra cling phdi do moét hoa tiéu
diéu khién. Han chung ta khoi chét roi!

Né-Lang long van con nghi ngai.
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Gitialuc dd, hinh nhu dé chiing minh
su nhan xét cua tdi la dung, mat tia nudc
noéng phut ra dang sau vt ay, r6i mot vat
gi nhu mot loai chong chong quay manh,
day vat ay tu ti di t6i. Chung t6i hoang
via, méi ngudi ¢ bam vao nhiing cho go
cta vat 4y, ndi lén khdi mat nudc do tam
muoi phan tay.

May thay! N6 khong chay mau lam!!!
Né-Lang ldm bam:

- U! May chay mau dén buc nao,
ching ta cting khong s¢ bang may lan
xuong nudc.

That vay, lac bay gio, tuy la khoi
chét, nhung mang chung toi rait mdng
manh. Can nhat la phai lam sao lién lac
cho dugc véi nhiing ké dang diéu khién
gudng may cta vat khdong 16 4y. Toi c6
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stic tim xem trén mdt vat dy c6 mot canh
ctia nao an thong vao bén trong khong,
nhung tuyét nhién, dau dau cting nhan
thin, khong mot dau vét gi ca.

Va lai, luc d6 trang viia 1dn. Chung
toi diing trudc mot bong tdi day dac khé
ma phan dinh cho noi.

Moi nguoi chung t6i 6m chat vao vt
ma chung t6i goi la tau ngdm, d€ cho trai
sang s€ hay. Khong ai con hy vong con
tau Lanh-Cong dén ctiu minh niia.

Chiéc tau ngadm dua chung t6i vé
huéng tay véi toc do mudi hai ddm
mot gio. Canh quat déu déu quay nudc.
Thinh thoang phut 1én nhiing tia nudc
sang l6ng lanh.

Vao khoang bon gid sang. Chiéc tau
ngam tang thém toc luc 16i chung t6i di
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kha manh, va dong nudc nhu mudn day
ching xuéng bé sdu. May thay Né-Lang
bat gip dugc mot vat may moc gi gan
dinh lién trén vé tau, va chung toi co stc
bau vao day rat chit.

Lé ra, trudc canh tugng ay, 6c toi
phai suy dodn rat nhiéu, nhung vi stic toi
da kiét, sudt dém dé séng d& chét, nén
cing chi nam thu ra dé6 ma thoi. biéu
ma bat tdi phai suy nghi la cai séng hién
tai: Chang biét trong con tau ngdm 4y c6
nhiing giéng ngudi nao? Lam sao d€lién
lac v6i ho? Ho da dung loai mdy moéc gi
dé c6 thé dat dugc mot toc do phi thuong
nhu vay?

Binh minh viia 16 béng. Man suong
mu budi sang bao phti ca mat séng xanh.
Tuy nhién, chi trong choc lat anh mat
troi 1oe 1én thi moi noi déu thanh bach.
Gitia luc t6i d€ y nhan xét phan trén cua
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vO tau — bang mot loai vo sat day — thi
con tau tU tl lan xuong.

Chung t6i ai ndy bién sac, dua mat
nhin nhau, thu hiéu viéc hiém ngheo
sap tdi.

Né-Lang ddm manh chan xudng vo
tau, nguyén raa:

— D6 khon nan! Hay md& ctia ra mau,
quan cudGp bién!

Tuy giong cua Né-Lang hét 1én to
that song bi chim lay gitia nhiing tiéng
xac xao cua nhiing canh quat cta con
tau.

May thay! Con tau bong nhién diing
lai, khong lan sau xudng nia, va bén
trong 16p vo sat dy, co tiéng khua dong,
r6i mot miéng sat dugc gid 1én, cd bong
moét ngudi dan 6ng xuat hién.
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Via trong thay chung t6i, ngudi ay
hét lén mot tiéng kinh khung va chay
bién vao trong.

Vai phut sau, tdm nguoi dan 6ng luc
luéng, mat may trum kin, tién ra noi
canh ctia luc ban nay, bat ching tdi, 16i
vao bén trong cai guong may khong 16
ay.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn Chuong 7 - Mot lodi cd voi chua tiing thdy
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CHUONG 8

CHUYEN PONG TRONG
YEU TO CHUYEN PONG

Bi bat mot cach chép nhoéng,
L)) ching t6i khong c6 thi gid nao
dé xét dinh ca. Toi ching hiéu ho bat
ching t6i vao trong d6 dé lam gi. Tuy
nhién, ca ngudi tdi déu rén oc. Toi dinh
ninh rang ho la nhiing quin cudp bién
thudc giong ngudi man rg nao do.

Chung 16i t6i vao khoi ctia ham thi
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canh ctia da déng sam lai, bon bé t6i mit.
Vi con mat tii ngoai sang vao trong toi,
nén khong trong thay gi ntia ca. Chan toi
phai leo xudng mdt cai thang bang sat.
Né-Lang va Con Son & dang sau ciing
niu lay t6i ma xuong theo.

Xuong dén chan thang, chung mé ra
mot canh ctia gan day, ddy chung téi vao
trong rdi dong lai.

Chung t6i & ddy mot minh. Nhung
day la dau? Toi khong tai nao hiéu noi.
Bon bé den nghit, mét mau den day dic,
ma sau d6 mdy phut dong ho, mat toi
van nhu ngudi mu, khong tim thay dugc
mot tia sang.

Né-Lang cau ¢, la 6i 6ng:

— That la quan khon nan! Chang né
qua la giong an thit nguoi roi!

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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Khong con nghi ngd gi ntia! Song
toi noi chac rang du chung c6 an thit t6i,
toi cing ha da. Con-Son, véi giong tram
tinh, xen vao:

- Hay binh tinh da, anh Né-Lang
oi! Khong nén gian di trudc khi chung
hanh su. Va lai chung ta chua phai dang
& trong moét 1o quay ma!

Né-Lang phi méi, noi:

— Khong dau! dn thit ngudi chung
can gi phai quay. Chung chi nhot trong
cai long nay thoi! A! May thay, 1u6i dao
gam cua toi con day, chua mat. Toi sé st
dung né mot cach xting dang. Thang an
cap nao mé dén minh to6i thi...

Toi voi va ndi véi Né-Lang:
— Khong nén gian di nhu thé, anh

Né-Lang a! Anh ché nén chéng d6i mot
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cach vo ich nhu vay. Biét dau ho s€ nghe
theo chung minh. Trudc nhat, chung ta
phai nhan xét xem chung ta hién & noi
dau da!

No6i xong, toi lan mo budc téi. Di
dugc nam budc, trudc mat toi la mot biic
tuong sat, c6 van vao ddy nhiing con bu
lon kh4 16n.

Toi lui trd lai, cham phai mot chiéc
ban bang gb, xung quanh c6 dé€ nhiéu
ghé ddu. Bén duéi co trdi mot 16p dém
day nén di it nghe tiéng dong. Cac vach
tuong xung quanh déu bang sat va kho-
ng cé dau mot khung ctia hay mét canh
ctia s6 nao. Con-Son di mot vong ngugc
chiéu véi t6i, va gdp tdi & gitia phong.
Theo do, toi phdng dinh can phong ay bé
dai chling hai muoi budc, va bé rong do
mudi buéc. Con chiéu cao mic dau Né-

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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Lang, anh chang cao 1éu nghéu ay ciing
khong véi téi.

D6 ntia gid sau, trong lac can phong
chung toi dang t6i mit, bong nhién, saing
ruc. Mot thi anh sang le 16i dén ndi
ching t6i phai nham mat lai. Qua vai
phut, quen dan, t6i méi mé mat ra dugc,
va trong thay anh sdng 4y phat ra quanh
chiéc tau ngam ma moi ngudi da trong
thay.

Né-Lang la 16n:
— A!l'Tot! Hét t6i roi lai sang.

Miéng néi, ma tay anh van luén luon
cam con dao thu thé.

To6i noi:

— Phdi, sang roi! Nhung s6 phéan
chiing ta con den t6i lam.
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Con-Son dua mat nhin t6i, noi:
— Xin 0ng cu kién nhan dal

Truécludng anh sang dy, trong phong
khong con mdt cai gi che mat ching toi
dugc nita. Gitta phong chi c6 mot cai
ban va ndm chiéc ghé bang gb. Canh ctia
vao ciing bang sat, dong kin mit khong
c6 mdt ké hé. Khong co moi tiéng dong
nao bén ngoai cé thé lot vao tai chung
toi dugc. Va hinh nhu bén ngoai dau day
déu lang im. Chéng biét con tau hién gio
dang chay, dang noi trén mat bién, hay
dang lan xuong bé sau? Thuc kho biét
dugc.

Tuy nhién, chiéc vong ban nguyét
kia buc sang lén, khong 1¢ khong co ly
do.

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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To6i hy vong sé c6 ngudivao hoi chung
toi. Vi, néu ho quén chung t6i, chiéc den
kia khong sang lén lam gi.

Gia thiét, toi khong lam. Bén ngoai
c6 tiéng md khoa, roi canh ctia mo ra,
hai nguoi tién vao. Mot ngudi lun, bap
thit né nang, hai vai rdng, tay chéan luc
ludng, toc den va dai, lan rdu mép day
cum, d6i mat sang quac, to vé thong thai.
Vé6i dang diéu ay t6i doan chiing nhu
mot ngudi Phap. Song t6i cling khé ma
tin chac, vi, ong ta ludn ludn nhin t6i véi
mot cdi nhin b ng6, la lung.

Ngudi tha hai, cd nhiéu nét dic biét
hon: Doi mat den lay lay, véi cai nhin
tram tinh va lanh nhat, té ra mdt ngudi
tu tin — Lan da hoi tdi, biéu 16 mot duc
tanh kién nhan, va trim ling - Bap thit
cta ddi chan may lic nao cling cti dong,
ching to mot stic cuong nghi - Va, hoi
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thé khoan thai, td ra mdt ké nhiéu can
dam.

Ngudi nay do chling bon, ndm muoi
tuoi — rat kho dinh - Kho nguoi cao, tran
rong, mui thang, hai tay thon va dai, néi
chung la hinh dédng ctia mot ké c6 mot
tiém tang va tri thic.

Ca hai nguoi déu doi ma long rai
bién, va di giay da hai cau. Quén do toan
bang loai vai dic biét giup cho viéc cu
dong rat dé dang.

Trong hai ngudi do, ngudi cao hon
c6 1é 12 vi chua tau. Ong ta nhin ching
toi bang con mét do xét, nhung chiang
néi mot 161 nao.

Poan, quay qua ngudi ban trao doi
vai ciu bang thu tiéng riéng, mot tha
tiéng diu dang va trong tréo, ma chung
toi khong mot ai hi€u noi.

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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Qua mot lac, dng ta quay nhin tdi.
Trong cai nhin 4y hinh nhu 6ng ta muén
hoi t6i diéu gi vay.

Bang tiéng Phap, toi tra 15i rang toi
khong hiéu ngdn ngti ctia 6ng ta.

Tuy nhién, vé mdt 6ng ta ngo ngac,
hinh nhu 6ng ta cing khéng hiéu ngén
ngtt cua toi.

That boi r6i lam sao!
Con Son noi:

— Ong nén ké qua hoan cdnh clia
ching ta. Toi doan chac cac ong ay ciing
sé hiéu dugc doi phan. Nghe 16i Con-
Son, t6i tiép tuc ké 1€ nhiing su rai ro
clia chung t6i viia qua, gidi thiéu tén ho
cta moi ngudi ching t6i, va cudi cung
yéu cau ho cho chung t6i biét ho muon
bat ching t6i d€ lam gi.
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Nguoi c6 doi mat sang va trdm ling,
diing cham chu nghe véi cu chi cé vé 1é
dd lam! Tuy nhién, qua nét mat, toi cd
cam giac la 6ng ta khong hi€u t6i ndi gi
ca.

Khi t6i dut 161, 6ng ta khong dap lai
mot ti€ng nao.

QOi! Biét lam sao bay gio! Toi tu nghi:

— “Bay gio chi c¢6 cach dung tiéng
Anbh, vi thu tiéng nay thong dung hon,
may ra c6 lam cho ho hiéu mét doi tiéng
chang. Toi biét tiéng Anh, va ca tiéng Dc
ntia. Nhung veé tiéng Dtic thi chi biét doc
troi chay chi chua c6 thé néi thong suot
dugc. O! dau sao di nita, ciing phai tim
cach lam cho ho hiéu minh cha”

To6i ndi véi Né-Lang:

— Bay gid dén lugt anh, anh dung

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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tiéng Anh noéi véi ho thu, may ra co keét
qua chang?

Né-Lang khong dgi bao dén lan thu
hai, budc dén ndi lai cling véi bao nhiéu
y ctia toi da noi, va cudi cung anh ta phan
nan thém vé viéc doéi khat.

Thuc vay, da trén hai muoi bon tiéng
dong ho, chung t6i khong dugc an udng
gi ca. Ldi phan nan cta Né-Lang ciing la
mot diéu cap thiét.

Nhung, dau cé cdp thiét dén dau ma
ho khong hiéu thi cling khong ich gi. Sau
16i no6i ctia Né-Lang hai nguoi kia van
v6i vé mat lanh lung, khong c6 chut gi
doi khac ca.

Con-Son thay vay noéi véi toi:

— Thua 6ng, xin phép 6ng cho toi

dugc thi nghiém lan cuoi cuing.
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T6i hoi:

— Anh dinh lam sao?

— Toi ndi bang tiéng Duc.
— Anh biét tiéng Duc a?

— Vang, t6i ndi thao nhu mot ngudi
Diic chinh cong.

— Thé thi tot Iam! Anh ct néi di!

Con-Son, véi giong tram tinh, ké lai
lan thu ba hoan cédnh ctia chung t6i viia
xay ra. Va, mac dau giong ndi cua anh ta
co vé hung hon, song cling khong dem
lai mot két qua nao ca.

Con-Son vua dut 161, hai ngudi trao
ddi nhau bang vai tiéng riéng biét, roi bd
ra, Canh ctia phong dong chat tro lai, va
trong phong ngip tran ndi thit vong.

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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Né-Lang hdm huc, chti rta luén
miéng:

— Thuc la khon kiép! Ngudi ta noi
v6i ching noé ca tiéng Phdp, tiéng Anh,
tiéng Dric, thé ma chung né khong hiéu
dugc moét tiéng nao! Quéan ché ma!

Thay Né-Lang qua néng tinh, t6i to y
can gian:

- Hay trdm tinh, Né-Lang! Nong
gian co ich gi dau.

Né-Lang tr6 doi mat saing quac nhu
muén choc thung btic tudng sat, va nhin
toi noi:

— Nhung, nguoi ta bat chung minh
phai chét doi trong cai long nay sao?

Con-Son nhun vai nhin Né-Lang c6
y tréu tuc:
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— O! C4 chét doi cling con lau!
Toi noi:

— Nay cac ban! diung nén voi that
vong. Trong cdi rui ro, biét dau chung ta
c6 thé tim dugc nhiing viéc bat ngd. Cac
ban hay thu cung t6i nhan xét xem vién
Thuyén trudéng va doan tuy tung nay
thudc vé gidng ngudi nao.

Né-Lang biu méi noi:

— Toi da c6 nhén xét roi day. Chung
no6 la nhiing quan moi ro.

- Pugc, nhung moi rg & xt nao?
- O xt moi rg!

— Né-Lang a! Téi tudng ngudn goc
cta hai ngudi nay khé ma hiéu duge. Co
1&¢ ho khong phai la ngudi Anh, ciing
khong phai 1a ngusi Phdp, cling

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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khong phai 1a ngudi Diic. Theo nhédn
xét clia toi vién thuyén trudng han 1a mot
giong ngudi thudc vé mién Nam. Trong
nguodi ctia ho mang it nhiéu tinh chat
ctia nhiing dan toc nhu Tay-ban-nha,
Thé-nhi-ky, A-rap, hoic An-dé ching
han. Tuy nhién, xét vé€ hinh thuc khé ma
quyét dodn dugc. Con vé ngdn ngii thi
khong thé nao hiéu noi.

Con-Son noi:

— Khoéng biét dugc hét cac thu tiéng
thuc la diéu buc minh. Lé ra, trong hoan
cau phai c6 mot ngdn ngti phd thong duy
nhtt mdéi duoc.

Né-Lang cau nhau, cai lai:

— Duy nhtt ma lam gi! Anh khong
biét rang ho dat ra thi tiéng riéng cua ho,
dé ho lam tai ngo, mat diéc, khong chiu
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cho ching ta an uong hay sao? Thu hdi,
khap cac hang cung ngé hém trén mdt
dat nay, chung ta cti ha miéng ra, nhai
ham rang, nhem nhép déi moi, nhu thé
du cho bon da man dén dau cting phai
hiéu rang: “Toi doi! Toi can an! hay cho
toi an!”

Coén-Son mim cudi noi:

— Biét dau trong vii tru con co6 giong
nguoi ngu dét, khong hiéu noi cti chi doi
an cta anh.

Con Son nd vua dut tiéng thi canh
ctia lai maG. Mot tén boi tau budc vao, dua
cho chung t6i miy b 4o quan - theo 16i
y phuc di bién - bang loai vai gi t6i kho-
ng rd dugc.

Chung t6i véi va ti€p lay, mac vao.

Gita luc do, tén bdi tau budc ra

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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ngoai, va dem vao dat trén ban ba bo
muong, nia an.

Vé mit tén boi tau van lam lam, i i
nhu cam nhu diéc, khong noéi ndng gi ca.

Con-Son nhin Né-Lang, néi:

— Kia, anh thdy gi trén ban d6 khong?
Cai d6 mdi la quan hé, va dé thong cam
nhtt.

Né-Lang van cau nhau:

— Hu! anh biét & day ngudi ta an gi
khong? Gan rua, da ca map, bit-tét hai
cau!

CoOn Son cuoi xoa:
— Cti d€ xem rdi sé thiy.

Nhiing dia d6 an lan lugt ddt1én ban,
c6 day nhiing chiéc nap bang bac.
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Chung t6i xum lai ngdi an.

Ca mot sy bat ngé ma chung toi
khong ai dodn trudc dugc. D6 an toan
la nhiing mén cao luong my vi, nau
nuéng rat khéo 1éo. Trong cac thuc dn,
toi chi nhan ra mon cd ham, con ngoai
ra, chang biét thudc vao thic dn gi. Tuyét
nhién khong c6 banh mi va rugu, nhung
lai c6 nudc, mot thi nudc rat trong va
mat - thi nay Né-Lang khong thich. Pén
nhiing d6 dung dé én uéng nhu muong,
nia, cai nao cai nay rat dep, va c6 vé sang
trong. Trén cdn moi thi déu c6 in mot
hang chi noi: “Chuyén dong trong yéu
t0 chuyén dong”.

Cau nay han 13 yéu td trong gudng
mdy ctia chiéc tau ngam nay. Nhung con
¢ gitia hang chii 4y c6 chit N, theo t6i du
doan, chac la tén cta thuyén trudng.

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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Né-Lang va Con Son khong théem
suy nghi gi cd, ct lo dn udng thoi. Va toi,
toi cling khong tai nao cham tré duogc.

Khi bao ti chung t6i da thoa man,
lac bdy gio mdi ngudi ching téi déu cam
thdy budn ngt. Con-Son lén ti€ng trudc
tién:

— Thoi phai ngti mot giac dal

Né-Lang néi tiép:

- U! phai ddy! Ngu thoi!

Hai ban t6i ndi xong nam dai xuéng
tim dém dudi san phong, va ching bao
lau da ngu thiép di.

V€ phan t6i, tuy suét dém mét nhoc,
nhung khong thé nao ngt ngay dugec, vi
trudc mi mat toi hién ra rat nhiéu hinh
anh. Nhiing con &c mdng dén quay ray
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toi. Toi cdm thay con tau dang chui xudng
dudi day bién sau, va & day, mot thé gidi
ky la ma t6i chua bao gi¢ tling thay. Roi
cuoi cung, bd oc t6i nhu bi mét mdi, toi
ngu thi€p di ltic nao khong biét.

Chuong 8 - Chuyén dong trong yéu té chuyén dong
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CHUONG 9
CON GIAN CUA NE-LANG

C/hl'mg toi ngl da bao lau, khong
\_/r0, nhung hinh nhu lau lam Ia
phai, vi khi thuic day, téi cam thay trong
nguoi toi hoan toan khde khoan, khong
con mét nhoc gi niia.

Toi thuc day trudc tién. Hai ban t6i
van con ngu khi.

Qua mot luc, t6i d€ y nhéan xét can
phong. Khong cé gi thay déi ca. Clia van
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déng kin mit. Chi c6 khac la tén boi tau
thiia luc chung t6i ngt, tré vao don dep
cac thiic an va lau ban ghé sach sé. Canh
tugng ay lam cho t6i phat sanh ra moét y
nghi ngai ngling. Chang biét ngudi ta cé
y dinh nho6t mai chung t6i trong cai 1ong
sat nay khong.

Bong tdi cam thay nguc t6i kho thé.
Khong khi trong phong tré nén ndng né.
Midc dau cdn phong rong rai nhung hinh
nhu khong con da duéng khi nita.

Thuc thé, trong nhiing gié qua
chung t6i da dung tat ca dudng khi chua
trong cai long sat dy rdi: vi trung binh
moi ngudi chung t6i modi gio phai tiéu
thu moét tram lit khong khi, va s6 khong
khi trong phong hién gi¢ da thanh than
khi khong thé thé dugc nia.

Viy thi, diéu can yéu la phai lam sao

Chuong 9 - Con gidn ciia Né Lang
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d6i khong khi trong phong chung toi
maéi dugec.

Viéc nay lam cho 6c t6i ndy ra mot
y nghi. Chang biét vién chi huy st dung
con tau ngim ndy bing cich nao? Ong
ta c6 thd mdy mdc nao lam ra dudng
khi chidng? Hay la trong trudng hgp nay
Ong ta lai phai lién lac v6i mat bién dé
thu nhan khi trdi? C6 16 1a vay. Ong ta
phai cho con tau trd 1én mat bién dé€ lay
khong khi nhu loai ca voi chang han.

Tuy nhién, né€u con tau Ong ta su
dung khong khi bang cach d6 thi ciing
phai lam gdp, néu khong, cé thé nguy
hiém dén tainh mang.

Trong luc long nguc t6i dang nhu
muon ngat thg, thi bong mét luong kho-
ng khi bén ngoai thdi vao, lam cho hoi
thd ctia toi nhe nhdm, va téi cam thay
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can phong cua t6i lay dong.

A! Té ra con tau chung t6i dang ngoi
1én mat bién d€ lay khong khi! Trén tran
phong, mot canh ctia hd hoc, thay troi
xanh, va khong khi vao day mat rgi.

Toi ha miéng, dua nguc t6i dang
trudc, tho rat khoan khoai.

Gitia luc 4y Né-Lang va Con-Son
cung thic day mot lac. Hai ngudi dui
mat, nhin t6i.

Véi su 1€ phép thuong 1¢, Con-Son
hoi:

— Thua, 6ng ngt ngon giac chu?

— Kha ngon gidc! Con anh, Né-Lang?

- O! Toi thi t6i nga lu bu! Nhung
hinh nhu ching ta dang thé hoi gié bién?

Chuong 9 - Con gidn ciia Né Lang
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Mot thuay thu c6 bao gid lam dugc
diéu dy. Toi cham rai ké lai cho Né-Lang
nghe nhiing gi da xdy ra trong ltc anh ta
dang ngu.

Né-Lang nhun vai, néi:

— Al Nhu thé thi con tau nay cu thinh
thoang phai ngoi 1én mat bién dé thé! Va
cling vi vay ma chung ta méi bat gap no
trén mat bién.

- bung vay! Né-Lang a!

— Nhung, khong biét bay gis la luc
nao nhi? It ra ciing da 1a gid dn com t6i
roi chu?

— O! phai néila gid an com sang chii!
Vi, chung ta ¢ day it ra cling da hai ngay
roi!

Con-Son nhudéng doi mat, hoi:

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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muoi bon tiéng dong ho sao?
Toi dap:
— Thi t6i cling chi du dodn thé thoi.
Né-Lang néi:

— Com t6i hay com sang gi cling
dugc, mién la tén bdi phong phai mang
dén day ngay.

T6i nhin Né-Lang, mim cudi, noi:

— Chung ta cti kién nhan cho dgi. Toi
doan chac la ho khong bé chung minh
chét doi dau. Cén cu vao biia an via roi
thi biét.

Né-Lang lac dau, biu moi, ndi:

— Thi mudn an thit ngudi, it ra chiing
cling phai nudi con mdi cho map chu!

Chuong 9 - Con gidn ciia Né Lang
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To1 cai lai:

— Khong dau! Nhit dinh ching ta
khong phai roi vao tay bon an thit nguoi.

— Chua chac! mét khi chung ta chua
biét ho la ai thi chua thé nao dinh quyét
dugc.

— Dling nén nghi thé, Né-Lang a!
Nhtt 1a khong nén gay hiém khich véi
ho. Vi, nhu vay khong ich 1gi gi cho hoan
canh chung ta.

Né-Lang ngap mot hoi dai thuon
thugt, noi:

— Muon sao thi muon. Nhung bay
gio toi dang doi, phai cho to6i an da.

— Chung ta can phai phuc tung theo
luat I¢ trén con tau nay cht. Theo y t0i,
c6 1& bao tl chung ta doi dn qua sém.
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Con-Son, v6i giong binh than, xen
Vao:

—- O! cti &€ dén gio in, tu nhién ngusi
ta sé dem dén cho chung ta.

Né-Lang tr6 mat nhin Cén-Son, cai
lai:

— T6i bi€t anh ma! Luc nao anh ciling
diém tinh. Anh liéu tanh diém tinh cta
anh cé thé 1am cho nguoi ta dung tha
anh khong? Hay la phai chét déi trudc
khi van xin ho.

Con-Son hoi:
— Van xin dé lam gi?

— D€ ho dung tha chi d€ 1am gi nta!
To6i ndi chac véi anh, néu bon cudp bién
— Tiéng cudp bién nay toi xin phép dung
theo nghia kinh trong hon d€ khéi mat
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long 6ng Long-Dac da khong bang long
goi chungla quan dn thit ngudi - Néubon
cudp bién tudng rang nhot mai trong cai
16ng sat nghet thé nay ma khong nghe
mot 15i nguyén rua nao cta tdi, thi han
chung da lam! Anh Con-Son! Anh ¢6 tin
rang ching nhot mai chuing ta noi day
khong?

— Thuc tinh ma ndj, thi t6i khong cé
cam gidc nhu anh. Song néu ho nho6t mai
thi anh sé lam gi?

— Sé lam gi a? Toi sé thiia co hdi thuc
hién y dinh cta toi.

Thay Né-Lang qua buc ttc, toi xen
Va0 noi:

— Anh Né-Lang a! Chua biét nguoi
ta sé doi dai véi chung minh nhu thé nao
ma anh néng ndy nhu vy, chang dem lai
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ich loi gi ca. Mot lan niia toi khuyén anh
nén tram tinh mét chut. Pling lam gi ca
khi chua can phai lam.

Né-Lang dap:

— Khong. Ong gido su oi! Toi tidng
trai lai, can phai hanh dong nhu thé nao
cha!

- bélam gi?

- Dé€ giai thoat chung ta.

— Giai thoat mot nguc tu trén dat lién
con khé thay, huong ho la m¢t nha lao
dudi nudc. biéu d6 khong thé nao thuc
hién noi.

Con-Son noi:

— Anh Né-Lang! Tai sao anh lai
chong doi véi ngudi dang buc dan anh
cua minh? Toi tudéng ngudi My khong
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bao gid nén c6 nhiing thai do nhu vay.
Cau noi 4y lam cho Né-Lang im bat.

Mot cudc vugt nguc trong truong
hop dé khong thé nao c6 co hoi duge.
Né-Lang mac dau mot ngudi My lai
Phap, nhung cling cé du thong minh dé
nhén thdy nhu thé.

Do d6, sau vai phut nghi ngoi, Né-
Lang diu giong, quay qua hdi toi:

- Ong Long-Déc, 6ng khong mudn
tim cach d€ vugt nguc sao?

— Khong, anh a!

— Al Néu thé€ thi cling nén thu xép
cach nao dé€ song noi day chd.

Co6n-Son mim cuoi nodi:
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— Con xép dat thé nao nita. O trong
16ng tau nay khong hon & trén mui tau
hodc duéi gam tau sao?

Né-Lang cau may dap:

— Nhung phai khong con nhiing bon
chua nguc, nhiing bon géc ctia kia chu!

— Anh néi sao, anh Né-Lang? Anh
nghi dén viéc chiém doat con tau nay a?

- Dung vay.
— Khong thé dugc.

— Tai sao lai khong thé dugc? Biét
dau chung ta lai chdng c6 mot co hoi
thuan tién dua dén! Néu & trén tau nay
chting d¢ hai muci ngudi, to6i qua quyét
rang hai ngudi Phap, mot nguoi Gia-na-
dai nhu chung minh, du stc thuc hién
du tinh do.
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Muén lam cho Né-Lang an long, toi
thdy can phai nhan 161 dé nghi cta anh
ta hon la phan doi, vi vay, toi nhe giong,
noi:

— Hay ctt dé lac nao cé co hoi thuén
tién da, Né-Lang a! Bay gio t6i yéu ciu
anh cu phai kién nhan da. Nguoi ta thanh
cong trong muu chudc chi khong phai
thanh cong 6 su néng ndy. Anh hay hia
Vvdi toi di, diing bao gid ndng gian niia.

Bang mot giong cd vé binh tinh, Né-
Lang noi:

— Toi hua, v6i 6ng nhu thé, 6ng Long
bac a! Tl nay t6i khong n6i mét 16i nao
budng binh niia, va ciing sé khong co
mot ¢l chi nao néng gidn ntia dau. Dau
ngudi ta bat toi nhin doi, t6i cling nam
im ma chiu vay!
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T6i nhin Né-Lang day vé triu mén,

noi:

— Pugc anh hda nhu thé, t6i khong
con gi sung suéng hon, anh Né-Lang a!

Cau chuyén chung t6i dén day cham
ddt. Mdi ngudi ching t6i theo du6i mot
y nghi riéng.

Vé phan t6i, t6i tha thuc rang, y
tuong ctia Né-Lang khong dem dén cho
toi mot ao anh nao. Toéi khong hy vong &
cai co hoi thuan tién ma Né-Lang viia noi.
Dau sao trong tau nay cling khong thé
vGi mot s6 it ngudi ma diéu khién dugc.
Chong choi v6i ho khong phai la dé. Va
lai, mudn lam gi di niia, trudc nhat phai
dugc ra vao tu do dd, ma chung t6i lam
sao c6 thé tu do ra vao dugc. Khuon ctia
déng kin mit nhu thé kia, vién Thuyén
trudng td y dé phong rit can mat, doi
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nao ong ta lai d€ cho ching tGi c6 co hoi
hanh dong trén con tau nay.

Nhung, bay gid, néu chung t6i kho-
ng bao dong, phuc tung theo ménh 1énh,
thi mdt ngay nao do ho co6 thé chung toi
lén dat lién khong? That khé ma doan
dugc. Bao nhiéu ly ludn cta t6i dua toi
dén cho nan giai.

Chi c6 Né-Lang, trong 6c anh ta tran
tré hy vong tu giai thoat lay minh. Thinh
thodng, t6i nghe nhiing ti€ng nguyén
rtia ldm bam trong c6 hong anh ta, va cti
chi anh ta tré nén hung di. Anh ta dung
day, di rao xung quanh phong, d6i mat
dé ngau nhu mot con thu di nhét trong
ciii sat vay. Cd chéc chdc, anh ta dén, da
vao vach sat.

Hon ntia, thi gio lang 1€ troi qua, con
déi chung t6i moi luc mot tang thém, thé
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ma tén boi phong van khong thiy dén.
Né€u ho la nhiing ké c6 thién y doi véi
chung t6i, thi sao ho lai bo quén chung
toi lau nhu thé dugc.

Né-Lang, vi bao tti ctia anh ta doi hoi
qua manh lam cho anh ta nhu dién nhu
dai, la hét, gao thét vang ca cdn phong,
nhung khong ich gi, Bon vach tudng sat
nhu cam nhu diéc. Bén ngoai khong mét
tiéng dong. Dau d6 im lang, mdt thl im
ldng hai hung.

Hai tiéng dong ho niia troi qua, hai
tiéng dong ho chung toi song trong thap
thom, giay vo. Toéi khong con hy vong
chd doi nita. Y dinh dung thién cam dé
chinh phuc vién Thuyén truéng lan lan
phai mé trong dc¢ toi. Trudc day toi quan
niém vién Thuyén trudng la moét ké cao
thugng, hién tii, quy phai, nhung luc bay
gio nhiing hinh dnh ay tiéu tan dau mat,
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na trudc mat toi trd lai thay ong ta la mot
nguoi doc ac, sau hiém, mot ké nhin doi
bdang con mat oan hon. lanh dam trudc
moi dau thuong, mdt con ngudi diing
ngoai vong nhan tinh thé sy.

Tuy nhién, dau sao di ntia, cai con
nguoi ay lai c6 thé nhan tam, nhot chung
toi vao cai 1ong sat nay, d€ giét chung toi
bang mot cach kinh khung viy sao? Bao
nhiéu y nghi riing rgn xoay mai trong 6¢
toi, gitia luc &y Con-Son van ngodi binh
tinh, va Né-Lang van cti gdm thét khong
ngot.

Bong bén ngoai cé tiéng dong. Tiéng
budc chan don dap trén san sat. Tiéng
chia khéa ron réng. Canh ctia mé, va tén
boi phong budc vao.

Toéi chuakip dé phong thi Né-Lang da
nhay vot tdi, vat tén boi phong deé xudng
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bdp cb. Con-Son va t6i vdi va chay dén
g6 hai ban tay cia Né-Lang ra. Hai ban
tay cua Né-Lang cting nhu sat. Luc g6 ra
dugc thi tén boi phong suyt tat tha.

Bong sau lung t6i c6 mot giong ndi
vang dén, bang tiéng Phap, lam cho
ching tdi ai nay déu kinh ngac:

— Hay binh tinh Né-Lang. Va, 6ng
Gido su, yéu cau ong hay nghe t6i noi
day.
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Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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CHUONG 10
CON NGUOI CUA BIEN CA

C/ hinh vién Thuyén trudng da noi
\_J cau ndi ay.

Né-Lang nghe tiéng voi vang diing
phat ddy. Tén boi tau dugc 1énh cua cha,
ldo ddo budc ra ngoai. Con-Son mac dau
tram tinh dén déau ciing khong khoi ngac
nhién. Con t6i, t6i diing nhin tran troi,
day vé kinh ngac.

Vién Thuyén trudng budc vao, diing
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dua lung noi gdc ban, hai tay vong trudc
nguc, nhin chung t6i, hét ngudi nay dén
ngudi khac, khong ndi gi ca.

Ong ta con chd gi ma khong noi?
Hay 6ng ta dang hoi tiéc ciu ndéi bang
tiéng Phap ma ong ta viia thot ra? Chung
toi doan nhu thé.

Sau mot luc yén ldng, bau khong khi
trong phong nhu nang triu, vién Thuyén
trudng bat ddu ndi bang mot giong tram
tinh va sau sac:

— Céc ngai a! toi no6i dugc ca tiéng
Phap, tiéng Anh va tiéng Duc. Dang 1é
toi ti€p xuc véi cac ngai ngay luc méi gap
nhau ban ddu, song, trudc tién t6i mudn
tim hiéu cac ngai da. Qua cac 16i trinh
bay, toi dugc biét, hoan canh bat ngs da
dua dén cho t6i dugc gdp ong Long-Dac,
Gido su van-vat-hoc & vién Bac-vat Ba-
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1&; Con-Son ngudi day té cua Ong ta va
Né-Lang, ngudi Gia-na-dai, thién nghé
vé mon ném lao, & trén con tau Lanh-
Cong cua Hiép chung quoc.

Ong ta néi dén day diing lai. Toi sé
nghiéng minh té vé cong nhan 16i noéi
ong ta la dang. Thuc ra, néu khong lam
nhu thé, t6i ciing khong biét phai lam gi
hon.

Giong ndi ctia dng ta rat danh thép,
cu phap rat ranh ré, gon gang té ra mot
ké thong thao vé Phép ngii. Tuy nhién toi
khong c6 y nghi 6ng ta la ké dong huong

VOi toi.
Qua mot lac, 6ng ta ndi ti€p:

- Ong Long-Déc a! C6 1é 6ng cdm
thdy rang t6i da bd quén 6ng chang?
Khong. Chi vi téi dugc biét ly lich cua
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ong, va muon can nhac ky ludng xem
can phai d6i xt v6i 6ng nhu thé nao. Toi
rat do du. Diéu lam cho t6i thic mac la
ong da cé nhiing hanh dong pha r6i cudc
sOng cua toi...

Toi voi ngat 161 ndi. Toi dap:

— Thua 0ng, d6 chang qua la mot viée
lam khong co .

Véi giong ndi cé hoi git gong, ong ta
noi tiép:

— Khong c6 y u? Con tau Lanh-Cong
duoi toi khap cac mat bién ma la khong
c6 y u? Ong di trén con tau d6 1a mot
viéc khong c6 y u? Nhiing vién dai bac
ban vao con tau t6i cling la khong cd y u?
Né-Lang phong miii lao vao con tau toi
la cting khong c6 y u?
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Nhiing cau hoi d6 ham chua mot cai
gi gian dii. Nhung dau sao t6i cling phai
tim mot ly 1é dé tra 16i.

Toi dap:

— Thua 6ng, chac 6ng khong r6 rang
hién nay trén hai luc dia Au-My dang x6n
xao v€ chiéc tau ngdm cta 6ng. Nhiing
cudc dung cham vtia roi trén mat bién
do chiéc tau ctia 6ng ma ra, lam cho moi
ngudi khong thé hiéu ndi. Ho c6 kham
pha mot hién tugng ky la, ma chi cé dng
m&i hiéu dugc. Hon niia, 6ng nén nghi
rang, con tau Lanh-Cong di tim khap
tréen mdt Thdi-binh-duong véi y nghi
la diét trii mot giong thiy quai nao dé
dé tién viéc luu thong trén mdt bién ma
thoi.

Vién Thuyén truéng mim moét nu
cuoi, hoi lai:
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- Ong Long-Dic! Ong qud quyét
rang con tau Lanh-Co6ng da ban dai bac
vao chiéc tau t6i v6i y nghi la ban mot
con thuy quai?

Cau hoi nay lam cho t6i lung tung.
Vi, thuc ra, vién Thuyén truéng Phan-
Uc da ndng tinh, dinh giét mot con vat
khong 16 bang thid vi khi dung dé€ tiéu
diét tau be. Do do, kho ma bién bach
dugc. Thay toéi ngap ngling, dng ta ndi
tiép:

~ Ong nén biét ring t6i c6 quyén déi
xu v6i 6ng nhu mot ké thu.

Toi dung ldng thinh, khong them
bién bach. Vi, bién bach d€ lam gi khi
ma stiic manh cé thé dan ap dugc 1€ phai!

Vién Thuyén truéng ndi tiép:

—T6i do dy rat nhiéu! Phai. Khong c6
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gi bat budc t6i phai doi xt tu t€ véi 6ng
cd. Néu can tan nhan véi 6ng, t6i khong
dén day lam gi. Toi bd cac 6ng trd lai trén
mui tau, va cho chiéc tau lan xudng. Thé
1a xong! Toi c6 quyén lam nhu thé chu?

Toi dap:

— Véang, 6ng c6 quyén lam nhu thé
that, song la quyén ctia mot ké tan nhan
chu khong phai quyén ctia mot ké nhan
dao.

Vién Thuyén trudng noi ti€p voi
giong gat gdng:

— Ngai Gido su a! Toi khong phai
la mo6t ké nhan dao! Da tu lau, toi tach
r&i xa hoi loai ngudi véi mot ly do ma
chi long t6i méi cam thong ndi. Toi da
khong song trong xa hdi loai ngudi thi
viéc gi toi phai chiu sy rang budc ctia no.
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Toi yéu cau 6ng dling bao gié noéi dén
nhan dao trudc mat toi.

Sau cau ndi ay, doi mat vién Thuyén
trudng sang quac, chia dung mot cai gi
viia cam hon, viia tu dac. Toi tu nght:

— Han trong cudc s6ng ctia nguoi
nay da trai qua mot di vang phi thudng.
Khong nhiing 6ng ta ty minh tach rdi
luat 1é cua xa hoi, ma con tach roi cd cam
giac thién nhién nta. That thé, mot cude
song hung cu, riéng biét nhu vay cai gi
bat budc ong ta phai 1é thuoc? Co ké
nao dam theo Ong ta xudéng tan day bién
khong? Cé con tau nao ddm duong dau
vGi chi€c tau ngam cua 6ng ta trén madt
bién khong? Han 1a khong! Xa hoi loai
ngudi khong c6 mot quyén luc nao bat
ong ta phai 1¢ thudc. Chi c6 Trai! Va néu
mot luong tdm nao con sot lai trong long
Ong ta thi dé 1a luat 1¢ doi véi dng ta vay.
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Nhiing y nghi ay qua trong 6c toi,
trong luc 6ng ta dung im, vé mdt cé doi
phan tu ly. Qua mdt doi phut tram ldng.
Ong ta nai tiép:

— Phai, t6i do du rat nhiéu! Nhung
cudi cung toi thay can phai c6 mot doi
chut long bac ai cua thién nhién. So6
mang da dua cac o6ng dén day, vay thi, toi
sé cho cac ong dugc ty do ¢ day, mién la
ong tuan theo mdt diéu kién, va 6ng hia
vGi toi luon ludn phuc tong theo diéu
kién ay.

To61 noi:

— Thua 6ng, ct noéi. Toi thiét tudng
diéu kién ay khong khé khan gi doi véi
nhiing ké chan that nhu chung toi.

- Dugc, diéu kién nhu vay: c6 thé
trong mot vai trudng hgp bat ngé nao
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do, budc long toéi phai giti cdc 6ng lai
trong phong nay do vai gid, hodc vai
ngay chiang han. Trong trudng hgp d6
toi mudn cac 6ng khong bao dong, phai
tuyét doi phuc tung. Ngoai ra, toi dé cac
ong dugc hoan toan ty do. Bdi vi, toi
khong muon cho cac 6ng thay nhiing cai
khong c6 quyén thay. biéu kién do cac
ong c6 thoa thudn chang?

Qua 16i ndi cua Ong ta, toi ty nghi:
“Al! té ra trén con tau nay lai cé nhiing cai
bi mat, ma nhiing ké chua tach roi luat 1¢
xa hoi loai ngudi, chua dugc xem. Cai do
han khong phai la cdi khong quan h¢”.

Toi dap:

— Dudgc, chung t6i thoa thuan, song
toi xin phép ong cho t6i hdi moét diéu.

— Dugc, 6ng cu noi.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

0,000 dljim ikt @y Bt (i 1) Y 229

— Ong néi ring chiing tdi sé dugc tu
do trén con tau ctia 6ng?

— Phai, tu do hoan toan.

— Vay thi, t6i xin phép ong cho t6i
biét chung t6i dugc tu do nhu thé nao?

— Puogc tu do di lai, xem xét moi vat,
ké ca nhiing gi xay ra trén tau nay, - Chi
trii mot doi trudng hgp dac biét — hoac
c6 thé tu do tiép xuc véi ban be toi, hay
vGi t0i cling dugc.

To6i noi:

— Nhung, xin 16i ong, td do nhu
vay chang khdc nao nhu nhiing tli nhin
dugc tu do di lai trong nguc that. Chung
toi thay chua du.

— Phai nhu thé nao mdéi la da?
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— Chung t6i khong bao gio dugc trd
veé xU sd, v6i ban be, v6i cha me ching
t0i sao?

— C4 1& nhu vay, 6ng a! Va lai, trg vé
v6i nhiing gdng cim xiéng xich trén mat
dat, ma loai ngudi cho la tu do, thi phdéng
c6 ich gi!

Né-Lang ham huc, xen vao noi:

— Thé thi, chang bao gi¢ ching toi
dugc phép xin x0 diéu gi dé tu giai thoat
chung t6i sao?

Vién Thuyén trudng lanh lung nhin
Né-Lang dap:

— Toi bat chap nhiing 16i xin x0!

Cau néi ay lam cho con ngudi binh
tinh dén dau cting phai ttic buc Téi noi:

— Thua 6ng, 6ng da cay vao dia vi
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ctia 6ng ma ap-buc chung t6i! Nhu thé
qua doc ac!

~ Khong. Ong 1dm! d6 chinh 14 sy
khoan hong! Céac 6ng la nhiing ti nhéan
clia toi, bi toi bat sau mot cudc dau chién.
Toi gili cac ong lai, trong luc t6i chi can
noéi 1én mot ti€ng, cac 6ng phai bod xac
dudi day bién. Cac 6ng da xam pham
dén t6i, cac 6ng da bat ngé dén mdt noi
bi mat, ma khong c6 mot ké nao trén mat
dat c6 thé dén duoc, mot bi mat cua tat
cd doi song toi! Thé ma cac o6ng lai con
hy vong tré vé mat dat, noi ma déi voi
toi, n6 khong con co6 quyén biét dén nita
u? O! khéng bao gi dugc! Toi giit cac
ong noi day khong phai vi cac 6ng, ma
chinh la vi t6i!

Cau ndi cua vién Thuyén trudng co
vé danh thép va quyét dodn, chiia day
cam phan.
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To6i thiy khong con cé thé dung loi 1€
dé cam phuc dugc, nén ndéi:
— Thua 6ng, nhu thé nghia la 6ng chi

cho phép chung t6i lya chon cdi chét va
cai song, thé thoi?

— Vang, chi thé thoi.

To6i quay lai néi v6i Né-Lang va Con-
Son:

— Cdc ban a! Vi 16i doc dodn, chung
ta khong con gi d€ ndi ntia. Tiéc rang
ching ta khong dugc mot 16i nao co6 thé
dung lam sgi day than mat lién két gita
chung ta va vi chu tau.

Vién chu tau mim cudoi, dap:

- Khong phai thé, ong a! It ra cling
¢ mot phan nao chu.
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Ngting mot lat, 6ng ta diu giong noi
tiép:

— Bay gid ong cho phép t6i dugc
noi tat cd nhing gi ma t6i dinh ndi véi
ong. Ong Long-Dic! Toi biét 6ng lam.
Néu khong thi 6ng, hay it ra cing cac
ban 6ng, khong thé nao dugc gan gii
v6i cudc séng cia téi. Ong sé tim thay
trong s6 sach v& to6i dung dé nghién ciu
c6 quyén sach cua ong da viét vé nhiing
bi hiém duédi day bién. Quyén sich iy,
ong da vugt ngoai pham vi khoa hoc
hién htiu trén mat trai dat. Tuy nhién,
dé6 chi la mot san phdm tudng tugng ma
ong chua hé biét, hodc trong thay bao
gig. Toi tin chac rang 6ng sé khong héi
tiéc thoi gian ma dng song trén con tau
toi. Vi 6ng sé dugc xem nhiing noi ky do.
Tu su ngac nhién nay dén sy ngac nhién
khdc sé lam cho tri 6c to0 mo ctia Ong
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thém phan thich thi. Ong sé khong bao
gi¢ chdn ngdn trudc nhiing khung canh
la lung ludn ludn thay déi trudc mat 6ng.
Toi sé t0 chiic mét lan nita, cudc vong
quanh thé gigi duégi day bién, dé€ nghién
ctiu thém nhiing gi t6i chua dugc hiéu
tudng tan, va ong sé la mot ngudi ban
trong cong cudc nghién cliu cta t6i. Bat
dau ti nay, 6ng sé budc vao mot quan
diém mdi. Ong sé trong thdy nhiing cai
ma loai ngudi chua mot ai trong thay. Va,
qua tinh cau ctia chung ta dang &, cling
sé vi toi ma khong thé gidu dugc nhiing
cai huyén bi cua nd niia.

O! nhiing 15i néi ctia vién Thuyén
trudng doi véi toila ca mot hiéu luc tuyét
déi. Ong ta da danh ngay vao nhugc
diém ctia t6i, khéu goi long hiéu ky cua
toi, lam cho t6i khong con nghi dén sy
tu do cua t6i bi mat niia. Va lai, t6i hy

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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vong vao tuong lai. Thoi gian nao dé, toi
sé cd co hoi dé€ chién thang hoan canh
hién tai.

Do dé, t6i vui vé dap:

— Thua 6ng, dau rang 6ng da rdi bo
cudc song cua xa hoi loai ngudi toi van
tin rang long nhan dng khong thé tu bd
dugc. Chung tdi 1a nhiing ké dam tau,
dugc 6ng ctiu vét gitp dd. On 4y chang
bao gid chung t6i ddm quén. V€ phan
toi, néu cong viéc nghién ctiu khoa hoc
cO dem lai cho t6i mot ich lgi nao thi cai
dé han sé dén bu lai su mat tu do clia toi.

V6i ciu ndi 4y, téi dinh ninh rang
vién Thuyén trudng sé budc dén, han
hoan bat tay t6i. Nhung khong! ong ta
van dung im. Déng trach thay!
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Khi con ngudi kho hiéu 4y, sap budc
ra khoi phong, toi voi vang hoi:

— Thua 6ng, t6i con mot 16i cudi cung
nua.

— Ong cti néi.

— Chung t6i dugc phép goi qui danh
1a gi nhi?

— Cdc 6ng cu goi toila Thuyén trudng
Nam-M¢ (Nemo). Va doi véi cac ong,
toi sé xem nhu hanh khdch trén con tau
Nam-Ti-Liy. (Nautilus).

No6i xong, Thuyén truéng Nam Mo
goi tén boi tau vao, va noi vai cau bang
loai ngdén ngi riéng biét ctia Ong ta.
Chung t6i khong hiéu gi ca.

Poan, quay qua phia Né-Lang va
Con-Son, noi:

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— Biia an da sap san trong phong
riéng ctia cac anh. Cac anh hay theo
ngudi nay dén doé dung biia.

Né-Lang gat dau dap:
— Diéu do6 khoi phai tu chéi!
Con-Son va Né-Lang hang hai buéc

ra khoi chiéc 1ong sat da giam giti ho hon
ba muoi ti€éng dong ho.

Poi cho hai ngudi kia di khuat,
Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo¢ ndi véi toi:

~ Ong Long-Dic! Biia an sing clia
ching ta da san sang. Toi xin phép dua
ong dén do.

— Xin tuadn 1énh Thuyén trudng.

Toi budc theo Thuyén trudéng Nam
Mo ra khoéi phong, qua mét day hanh
lang dnh deén dién sdng choéi. Di dd mudi
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hai thudc, mét cdnh ctia phong mé ra, t6i
theo 6ng ta budc vao. Bé la mot phong
an, trang bay véi vé nghiém trang. Hai
dau phong hai cai ké cao bang gb sén c6
cham trd va cdn g6 mun. Trén ké 16ng
lanh nhting chén bat, ly, nia bang sanh,
bang dat su, bang chai, dt loai.

Gilta phong ké mot cai ban. Trén
ban la liét cdc mon an, da duge sap dat
rat chu dao.

Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo chi tay vao
mot chi€c ghé, noi:

— Moi 6ng ngoi day, va cu thuc tinh
an uong, dliing ngai ngung gi ca.

Bita an gom cé nhiéu mon, hau hétla
nhting mon hai vi. Ngoai ra, c6 mot doi
mon thudc vé loai nao téi khong dugc
r0.

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Tha thuc rang d6 an rét thinh soan,
song mui vi ddc biét, tdi chua quen, nén

khong thay ngon.

Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo dé€ y nhin
toi. Toi khong néi gi cd, nhung hinh nhu
Ong ta hiéu y, vdi ndi ngay:

— Nhiing moén dn nay phan nhiéu
ong khong dugc biét. Tuy nhién, 6ng
cu viéc duing, diing e ngai gi ca. Toan la
nhting mon an trong sach va nhiéu chat
bd. Pa tu lau, téi khong thém dung dén
nhiing mén an trén mat dat, thé ma toi
van manh khée nhu thudng. Ca doan
ngudi cua toi § day cling vay, ngudi cling
luc ludng, va ho ciing khong ding mot
thuic an nao khdc hon t6i.

Toi hoi:
—Tatcé cacthicdn naytoanlanhiing

thiic an & dudi bién ca sao?
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- Dung vay! Ong Gido su a! Mit
bién da cung cap cho tdi tat ca moi thu
can dung. Luc thi t6i dung kéo ludi, lac
thi tdi t6 chic nhiing cudc san dudi, cd
lac t6i lai vao trong nhiing khoanh rting
duéi déy bién de bét tha riing. O d6 hinh
nhu moét cai kho vo tdn ma va tru da tao
ra du thu can thiét.

Toi ngac nhién, nhin Thuyén trudng
Nam-M hoi:

— Thua 6ng, t6i biét ring 6ng da dung
du loai lugi dé bat nhiing thi ca ngon
lanh trong biia dn nay nhung toi khong
hiéu tai sao dudgi day bién lai c6 thu riing,
va trong biia an nay lai cd nhiing mén
thit?

— Phai, d6 1a nhiing mon én bang thit,
song toi dd ndi véi Ong rang t6i khong
dung thit ctia nhiing thu vat trén mat dat
kia ma!

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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Toi chi vao mot dia thit con lai may
lat, hoi:

— Thti nay ciing khong phai 1a thit

cac thu vat trén mat dat sao?

— Ong Gido su a! D4 1 thit clia mot
thi rua bién. Ciing nhu mén gan ca nha
tang nay 6ng cd thé lam la thit heo niu
ra-gu. Ngudi dau bép ctia toi rat khéo léo,
c6 thé giii lai dugc cdc mén an tuoi. Ong
cu tht ném du tat cd cac mon an nay di.
Day la mot thi hai sdm, con kia 1a mén
siia tuoi cd voi. Va, dudng ctua chung
ta dang dung day la thu cay rong ma vi
& Nam Hai. Sau hét, 6ng thi dung loai
mtut bach-dau-6ng’ nay, nd cé chat ngot
va thanh chang khic ndo nhu nhiing trdi
cay tuoi vay.

3 Anémones: bach-dau-6ng. mot thi ciy dudi bién, com
ngot, ciing 1a mot vi thude bac.
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Trong luc tdéi dang t6 mo, ném moi
moén dan moi chat d€ phan dinh mui vi,
thi thuyén truéng Nam-M9, ti€p tuc noi:

- Ong Long-Déc a! Khong nhiing
mdt bién da cung cdp cho t6i céc thic
an ma thoi, ma con cung cap cho tdi cac
thic mdc ntia. Thi vai 6ng dang mdc do
la m(f)t thu ty tuc [Bvssus: ty-tac, thi nhya trong
nudc dai cua loai so 6c.] do loai so 6c¢ dét nén,
va toi da suu tam no noi Dia-trung-hai.
Con thu xa bong thom ma 6ng sé dung
dén, d€ tam rua moi budi sang trong
phong riéng ctia 6ng 1a mot chat lay mét
loai cay bién. Giudng nam ctia Ong sé la
mot loai cay mém va déo. Ngoi viét ctia
ong sé dung bang rang ca voi. Néi chung,
tat ca do dung cuta toi hién tai, toan la
nhiing vt do mdt bién cung cép ca.

— O! Thuyén trudng rat thich bé
khoi!

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— Phai! Toi thich n6 lam! Bién la tat
ca cho doi song cua t6i! Bién chiém bay
phan muoi trén mat dia cau. Khong khi
trong lanh va mat mé. No 1a mot bai sa
mac vO tan, tuy nhién, loai ngudi song
v6i n6 khong phdi quanh hiu. N6 tugng
trung cho stc manh va tinh thuong,
chua dung mot stc song doi dao, dung
nhu 16i cdc thi si da noéi. That thé, ong
Gido su a! Vi tru sanh ra ba loai thuc
vat, khodng vat va dong vat. V€ loai dong
vat chia ra lam bon giong dong thuc-vat
(zoophyt), ba giong c6 dot, ndm giong so
0c¢, ba gidng c6 xuong song, c6 vu, bo sat,
va nhi€u loai cd khdc nhau. Ngudi ta tinh
c6 dén mudi ba ngan loai. Nhung doi
v6i nudc ngot chi chia dung mdt phan
mudi, con bao nhiéu thudc vé bién ca.
Ngudi ta khong sg stc 16n lao va manh
bao cua bién ca, nhung thuc ra bién ca
khong dén noéi tan nhan nhu ho tudng.
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Trén mat bién, con ¢ nhiing séng to, gid
di gay tang toc cho loai ngudi, nhung
cach ba muoi budc dudi mat nudc, rat
yén tinh, & day khong con c6 mdt stic
manh nao dang sg, ma chi c6 nhiing cai
t6t lanh. Ong a! Ching ta nén séng trong
long bién! Noi do rat tu do, khong con
phai 1é thudc ai, hoac ban tam dén cudc
song cua loai ngudi nia!

Qua nhiing cau noi ay, vé mdt Thuyén
trudng Nam-M¢ biéu 10 mot han hoan
vO ba bén. Co phai 6ng ta da dé€ 16 chan
tudng thién nhién cua con ngudi ong
khong? C6 phai 6ng ta la mdt ngudi va
noéi khong.

Tuy nhién, chi trong vai phut, nét
madt han hoan 4y lan lan bién mat va khu-
on mat lanh lung lai tr§ vé nhu thudng 1€
v6i con ngudi lanh dam ctia bién ca. Ong
ta nhin t6i, néi:

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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— Bay gid, néu 6ng muon di xem cac

co cdu trén con tau Nam-Ti-Lay toi sé
dua ong di.
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CHUONG 11
CON TAU NAM TI LOY

Thuyén truéng Nam-M¢ dung
day budc di, t6i ndi gét theo sau.

Qua khdi khung ctia cé hai lan khéa,
dén mot can phong ciing rong rai nhu
phong an viia roi. Noi day dé day ca sach
vo. Toi vong quanh theo cdc gia sach
tién vé phia bén trong, thay mot chiéc
di-vang kha rong. Mot bén doé la mot
chiéc ban, trén ban c6 dé vai to bao da
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ci. Ban ghé déu cham tr6 du kiéu. Gitia
phong trén ndc tran, bon chiéc vong ban
nguyét nhé dnh sdng xudng can phong,
thu dnh sdng dén dién le 16i. Toi via dua
mat nhin quanh, day vé luu luyén. Gitia
lac &y Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo budc 1én
nam dai trén di-vang, téi nhin 6ng ta noi:

— O! Thuc 14 mot thu vién day gia tri,
gid tri hon ca nhiing thu vién to tat trén
dat lién. Tuy nhién, diéu dang cha y nhut
la 1am sao Thuyén-trudng lai cd mang
theo xudng day bé dugc!

- Ong nhan thdy noi diy c6 yén tinh
va thanh vang hon cédc thu vién trén mat
dat khong? Noi Vién Bdac-vat cta ong
lam sao cé dugc su thanh tinh nhu vay?

— Thua 6ng, khong bao gid c6. Va lai
vién Bac-vat toi thiét tuéng con ngheo
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nan hon & day. Hinh nhu 6ng c6 dén sdu,
bay ngan quyén sach...

— Khong, dén mudi hai ngan, ong
Long-Dac a! D6 1a mot sgi day lién hé
duy nhat cua t6i d6i v6i xa hi loai ngudi.
Tuy nhién tt ngay con tau Nam-Ti-Lay
cua toi dugc dat xuéng mat bién dén
nay, toi khong con mua thém mot quyén
sach, mot t6 bao nao ntia. Toi coi nhu
loai ngudi khong con viét gi hon nia.
Thu vién nay t6i d€ cho 6ng duogc tu do
st dung, néu ong xét thay can thiét cho
ong.

Toi té 16i cdm on Thuyén trudng
va budc dén xem xét tling chong sach.
Nhiingloaisach vé khoahoc, véluanly, vé
van chuong rat nhiéu, bang du thu tiéng,
nhung t6i khong tim thay mot quyén nao
thudc vé loai kinh t€ hoc. Hinh nhu loai
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sach ay khong thich hgp véi con tau nay.
Dang chu y hon nifa, cac loai sach déu
dé 1on x0n, chling to rang vién Thuyén
trudng nay khong chu trong nghién ctu
loai nao, ma chi lay ra xem theo sy may
rti, gdp quyén nao cling dugc.

Trong cac sach dy, tdi nhan thay cd ca
kim 1an c6, nghia la tii nhiing tac phdm
ctia cac danh nhan duong thdi, qua da
bd mén: Thi tho, tiéu thuyét, khoa hoc,
v.v... Dac biét la loai khoa hoc, chiém da
s0. Loai nay gom c6 nhiing sach vé may
moc, vé thuat xa kich, vé thay dao hoc,
va khi tugng hoc, vé dia ly hoc, vé dia
chat hoc, v.v... ngoai ra con c6 mot so vé
van vat hoc cling khong kém phan quan
trong,

Nhin vao thu vién, t6i cdm dinh
dugc chiéu hudéng va kha nang tri thic
ctia Thuyén trudng. Va, cin ct theo 16i
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ong ta ndi, to6i phong dinh rang con tau
Nam-Ti-Liy viia hoan thanh khong qua
ba ndm, va ong ta tach roi khoi dat lién
ciing khong qua thoi gian dy, vi c6 nhiing
quyén sach xudt ban vao ndm 1865 van
dugc 6ng ta gdp nhat trong ta sach nay.

Tuy biét vay, song viéc ay tdi con co
rdt nhiéu thi gio dé tim hiéu thém. Toi
khong muoén l[am chuyén chdm tré cudc
xem xét trén con tau Nam-Tj-Liy, nén 1é
phép, nghiéng minh, néi:

— Thua Thuyén trudng, ngai cho
phép t6i dugc tu do nghién ctu & thu
vién nay thuc la cd mdt vinh hanh vi day
chinh 1a mot kho tang khoa hoc.

Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo noi:

— Noi day chiang nhiing 1a thu vién,
ma ciling la noi dé€ hut thuoc nia.
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Toi hoi 16n:

— Mot noi d€ hut! Vay, dudi tau nay
cling c6 thuoc hut sao?

- Dung vay.

— Thua 6ng, thé thi téi tudng dng co
lién lac v6i xa Ha-vang (Havane).

— Khong dau, 6ng Long-bac a! Tuy
thuoc hut Ha-vang ngon that, song thuoc
nay khong phai la thuéc Ha-vang ma van
ngon khong kém. Néu 6ng la ngudi sanh
hut, tat ong sé biét.

Via noéi, Thuyén truéng viia moc tui
lay dua cho t6i mot di€u thudc.

Toi ti€p ldy. Diéu thudc nay giong
nhu nhiing di€éu thuéc & Luan Don,
nhung vin bang loai 14 mau vang.

Toi cham Itta dot, va hat vai hoi rat

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn
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thich tha, vi da hon hai ngay, t6i chua
dugc hut.

Sau khi thudng thtic, va phan dinh
mui vi, toi noi:

— Ngon that! song khong phai 1a
thuoc la!

Thuyén trudng dap

: — Khong. Loai thuoc 14 nay khong
phai nhu thudc 14 & Ha-vang ma ciing
khong phai nhu thudc la 6 mién Dong,
né la mdt loai rong bién, chia rat nhiéu
chat ni-co-tin, ddc biét la muon dung
bao nhiéu cting cé. Hut thu nay 6ng co
mo tudng dén thudc la Ha-vang khong?

— Khong. Thua Thuyén trudng tu
nay toi khong con cé thé ca tung thudc
1a Ha-vang niia.
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— Vay thi xin 6ng cu hut loai thudc
ddc biét nay di, va 6ng cling khong can
phai ban tdm tim hiéu ngudn goc cta
né niia. Vi loai thuoc nay khong bi mot
cd quan thuong chanh nao kiém soat va
han ché ca.

Noi xong, Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo
md& canh ctia dn thong qua phong bén
canh.

b6 la mot can phong rong dung lam
vién bdo tang, bé dai d0 mudi thudc, bé
rong do sdu thudc, va bé cao do nam
thugc. Trén tran phong, cham tr6 theo
16i ¢6 A-rdp, cd gang nhiing chiéc dén
dién, anh sang diu dang chiéu xuong lam
tang thém vé trang nghiém va 1ong lay
ctia nhiing vat trung bay theo cac vach
tudng bang st chang khac ndo mot kho
tang cta thién nhién do mot ban tay
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khéo 1éo va mot b 6c toO mo da céd cong
suu tdm va sap xép.

Mot bén, chting 16i ba muoi btic hoa,
déng khung nhu nhau, treo cach khoang
déu nhau trén nhiing tdm kham rat qui
gia. Nhiing 16i hoa &y do cac danh hoa,
thé gidi trinh bay, va da dat dén mot gia
tri kha cao ma t6i da tling thay trong cac
cudc trién 1am dic biét & Au-chau

Nhin qua 16i trung bay va gia tri cua
cdc hoa phdm, toi rit kinh ngac, ching
biét vién Thuyén trudng con tau Nam-
Ti-Lay la ngudi nhu thé nao ca.

Ong ta mim cudi, nhin t6i hoi:

— Su trang bay trong phong nay
khong dugc my thuat lam, xin 6ng hay
nhin né biang d6i mat dé dai cho.

Toi dap:
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— Thua Thuyén trudng, trong luc to6i
chua dugc han hanh tim hiéu 6ng 14 ai,
toi c6 thé quan niém 6ng la mdt nghé si
khong?

— Ong a! t6i chi 1a mot vién cha tau,
va cling chi c6 thé thoi. Trudce kia, hoi
con tré tudi, toi thich suu tam nhiting
cong trinh do tay ngudi sang tac. Toi chi
la mot ké c6 tham vong tim toi, luc loi,
do d6 t6i méi c6 duge mot s it tac phdm
gia tri. DS cling la nhiing ky niém cudi
cung cua toi doi véi mdt dat, va nhiing
ky niém ay hinh nhu hién nay né ciing
da chét mat trong day long cua toi roi.
Trudc mat toi, nhiing nha nghé si hién
thoi tdi xem nhu nhiing ké da qua co,
nhting ké da cach to6i hang ngan thé ky,
doéi voi t6i, ho la nhiing ké khong con
thoi gian.
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Toi ngac nhién, chi vao nhiing nhac
phdm ctia cac nhac si duong thai treo
trén mot khung kham va héi:

— Va cdc nha nhac si nay ciing thé
sao?

Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo¢ néi:

— Céc nhac si 4y t6i van xem nhu
nhiing bac tién boi, bdi vi d6i v6i nhiing
nguoi da chét, khong con thoi gian niia,
ma chinh t6i 1a ké da chét, 6ng a! Cing
nhu nhiing ngudi ban cta 6ng da bi vui
sau dudi ba tac dat vay.

No6i xong, vé mdt Thuyén trudng
nhu lang chim séu trong mdt gidc mong
xa vOi. Ong ta chdng tay trén chiéc ban
kham ngoc, va yén lang. Trong su yén
ling &y t6i cdm thdy nhu 6ng ta khong
con trong thay tdi dung trudc mat nia,
va quén tat ca hién tai.
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Dé€ ton trong nhiing phuat tram tu
mac tudng ay, toi voi budc tranh ra mot
bén, va ti€p tuc xem nhiling vat trung bay
trong phong.

Bén kia, trong mot 6 vudng, toan
la nhiing vat la cta thién nhién gom c6
cac thu cay, cac thi 6c, va ndi chung, la
nhiing san phdm cta bién, ma do chinh
tay thuyén trudng Nam-M¢ da suu tam
lay. Gitia phong, moét voi nudc, anh dién
chiéu, ruc ré phun vao mot cai bé can
bang vé mot con Oc, thi vo ¢ khong 16,
chu vi do sau thudc. Vb 0c nay con to
hon nhiing vo 0c ctia xti cdng hoa Vo-ni
(Venise) dem dang cho vua Phing-Xoa
tht nhut, ma hién nay tai dén Thanh
Sun-Bit (Saint Sulpice) & Ba-1¢ dang duing
lam hai chiéc binh dung nudéc Thanh.

Xung quanh bé can cé 16ng nhiing
khung kinh, va trung bay cac giong vat &
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bé ma con mat ctia cdc nha bac-vat chua
bao gio tling thay,

B mon thuc vat hoc gom c6 nhiing
giong kiéu mau chia ra lam hai loai: loai
thtty mau (Polypes) va loai cuc bi (Echi-
no-dermes).

Bo mon dong vat hoc gdm c6 cac loai
s0 0¢, khong biét bao nhiéu ma keé. Toan
la nhiing vat quy bau cé mot gia tri tuyét
doi.

béicbiéthonnta, trongnhiingkhung
riéng, tiing dong ngoc trai da mau, chéi
ngoi dudi anh sang, nhu hang van ngoi
sao nhap nhay gitia dém thanh. Trong s6
ay c6 nhiéu vién ngoc to bang qua triing
chim b6 ciu. Mdi vién nhu thé trj gia
hon ba triéu dong. N6i tom lai, ca cai kho
tang 4y khong biét phai tri gia bao nhiéu
cho xting dang. Thuyén trudng Nam-Mo
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chang biét da phéi tén kém bao nhiéu dé
dat dugc mot kho tang qui gia vay? Toi
mai dang van vo trong tri nghi, thi bong
cd tiéng ong ta hai:

~ A! Ong dang ngdm nghia cdc con
Oc cua toi dd sao? O6ng Gido su! That ra
cac vat do ciing c6 thé lam cho mét nha
bac vat thich thu phan nao. Tuy nhién,
do6i véi toila cd mot cuc nhoc vi chinh tay
toi da tim toi khap cac viing bién khoi.

— Thua Thuyén trudng, t6i hiéu lam!
Toi thong cadm cd mdt nguon vui gita
dong tai san to tac nay.

Ong chinh 13 ngudi d3a ty minh
gy dung ldy su nghiép, Khip Au chau,
khong c6 mot vién bao tang nao sanh kip
nhiing vat ma 6ng da suu tam trong bién
ca. Nhung, du c6 thich dén dau tdi cling
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khong dam nghi dén, vi téi khong mudn
di sdu vao nhiing cai bi hiém trong cudc
song cta ong. Tuy nhién, toi lai khong
thé nao khong thd nhan rang con tau
Nam-Ti-Liy nay, véi sic manh ctia may
moc, véi stuc cong dung ctia no, da lam
cho tanh to mo cta tdi khong thé nao
chiu n6i. Toéi thdy nhiéu dung cy may
mac gan trén vach tudng, ma to6i khong
hiéu gi ca. Chang biét t6i c6 dic 4n dugc
ong cho biét chut it chang?

Thuyén truéng Nam-M¢ dap:

— Ong Long-Dic, t6i da ndi ong sé
dugc tu do hoan toan trén con tau nay,
thé thi, khong mot bd phan nao ctia con
tau Nam-Ti-Lay ma ong khong cé quyén
xem xét. Toi sé chiéu y ong dua ong di
xem moi thu.
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— Thua Thuyén trudéng! To6i khong
con biét 16i nao d€ cam on 6ng cho xting
dang, chi xin htia rang t6i sé khong bao
gio 1gi dung long tot cta o6ng doi hoi
nhiing viéc qua dang. Trong viéc nay,
néu 6ng cho phép, tdi xin dugc xem qua
mot it co cau bé ngoai cua con tau nay
ma thoi.

— Dugc. Ong ct yén tam! Nhiing
mdy moc gi trong phong t6i, toi chi can
cit nghia so qua cong dung ctia n6 1a 6ng
hiéu ngay. Bay gio t6i dua 6ng qua xem
xét can phong t6i danh riéng cho 6ng
trén con tau nay da.

Toi budc theo Thuyén trudéng Nam-
M9, qua mot cdnh ctia, di thang vé phia
trudc mui tau.
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bay khong phdi la mdt budng tau
nhu & cdc tau thudng, ma la mot cin
phong rat lich sy, du tién nghi, cé ca
phong tam, giudng nam va cac dung cu

bdng go.

Trong lac t6i chua kip t6 16i cdm on,
thi thuyén truéng Nam M6 da mé ra mot
canh ctia, dn thong sang mot phong bén
canh, va noi:

— Phong cua 6ng an thong sang
phong cua tdi, va phong cua tdi an thong
qua can phong ma chung ta vita méi roi

khoi do.

To6i budc vao gian phong cta Thuyén
truong.

Phong nay trong c6 vé trang ng-
hiém hon 14 lich su. M6t bén diat mot
chiéc giudng bang sait mot bén ké mot
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chiéc ban lam viéc va moét it d6 dung riia
mit bing gb. Anh dén dién trong phong
khong sang 1am

Thuyén truéng Nam-M¢ chi mot
chiéc ghé, bao t0i:

— Xin mo&i 6ng ngdi do.

Toi ngdi xuong ghé. Va ong ta bat
dau néi.
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CHUONG XII
HOAN TOAN BANG DIEN LUC

Vﬁa chi tay l1én cac may gan trén
tudng, Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo
viia noi:

- Ong a! Day la nhitng mdy mdc toi
dung dé diéu khién con tau Nam-Ti-
Lay. Nho céc thd ay ma t6i ngdi trong
phong nay biét r6 hién gio con tau dang
& dau, di vé huéng nao. Nhiing bo phan
nay, chac 6ng da biét, nhu: han thi biéu
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dung dé xem xét nhiét do trong con tau.
Phong vii biéu dung dé€ do xét khi hau,
va su thay d6i ctia thoi tiét; Thap-ké-biéu
dung dé biét su kho, uét cua bau troi. Dia
ban dung dé€ biét phuong hudéng. Kinh
luc phan dung dé xem cao d¢ ctia mdt
troi. Kinh vi duing d€ tinh kinh d¢ va cuoi
cung nhung cdp kinh vién vong dém va
ngay dé xem cac vat trén mat bién.

To6i noi:

— D¢ toan la nhiing dung cu can thiét
cua mdt nha hang hai. Toi da dugc biét
cong dung ctia nd rdi. Song, con nhiing
bo phan kia cd 1€ méi la nhiing co quan
trong yé€u ctia con tau Nam-Ti-Liy: vi du
nhu tdm mat dong ho c6 cay kim nhé
dang cti dong do, phai la mot may ap ké
khong?

— Dung vay. D6 la mot may ap ké an
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thong véi nude bién dung dé biét stic ép
bén ngoai, va dong thoi cling d€ biét con
tau dang & vao bé sau bao nhiéu, cach
mat bién.

— Thé thi d6 la mot thad 6ng do, lam
theo kiéu méi?

— Khong, day 1a moét loai 6ng do vé
nhiét ké, ghi nhan tling nhiét do ctia moi
16p nudc.

— Thua 6ng, con nhiing by phén

khac? Toi khong hiéu dugc cong dung
ctia no.
Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo¢ ndi:
— V6i nhiing b6 phédn nay, t6i can co
doi 101 giang giai. Xin 6ng hay d€ y nghe
toi noi.
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Thuyén trudéng ndi dén day ling
thinh mot luc, réi mdi tiép tuc:

- Pay la mot dong luc kha manh,
“@é diéu khién va rat nham le n6 c6 mot
cong dung dac biét, va la cha chot trong
guong may con tau cua toi. Tat ca déu
phai dung dén nd. N¢ la dién khi.

Toi ngac nhién hoi to:
— Dién khi!
— Thua 6ng, dung vay!

— Nhung dién khilam sao lai cé dugc
stic manh phi thuéng nhu thé?

— Ong Long-Dic a! Dién luc cta toi
dung khong phai nhu dién lyc cta loai
nguoi hién co6 trén mat dat. Bé chinh la
diém ma t6i mudn ndi véi Ong vay.

— Thua 6ng, khong phai toi nghi ngs
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ma chinh 1a t6i da ngac nhién trudc stic
cong dung cta nd! Té6i muodn hoi mot
diéu, song s¢ pham vao diéu bi mat ma
ong khong mudn roi.

— Dugc, xin 6ng cu hoi.

— Nhiing nguyén liéu 6ng dung dé
san xudt ra dién luc, toi tudng rang khong
lién lac v6i mat dat, ong khong thé nao
cung cap cho du dugc. Thi du nhu chi
chang han, 6ng tim d4u ra dé€ dung, mdi
khi cin phai d6i méi mot b phan cta
no.

Thuyén truéng Nam-M¢ mim cuoi
dap:

— Néu t6i muon dung nhiing nguyén
liéu ay khong khé gi, vi & duéi bién cé
da cac tht mo chi, sat, bac, vang. Tuy
nhién, & day toi chi dung nhiing phuong
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tién cuia mat bién cé san dé€ lam ra dién
lvic ma thoi.

— Nhiing phuong tién cta mat bién
da c6 san? Vang, thua 6ng, cac phuong
tién ¢ mat bién khong thiéu. Thuc ra,
toi ¢ thé€ dung mot dong dién luc trong
nudc bién, qua cac nhiét do cua tling 16p
nudc, nhung & day toi lai c6 mdt phuong
phap khoa hoc hon.

— Phuong phdp nao vay?

— Ong thita hiéu sy cdu tao ctia nudc
bién. Cti mdt gam nudc bién, ngudi ta lay
ra dugc tdm muoci sau phan rudi nudec,
va hai phéan hai phan ba chat chlorure de
sodium: ngoai ra con c6 mot soO it chat
chlorure de magnésium va potassium,
chat bromure de magnésium, chat suli-
ate va chét carbonate de chaux. Nhu thé,
ong thay rang chat chlorure de sodium
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chiém mot ti 1é dang ké. Chinh t6i da lay
chit sodium 4y & trong nudc bién d€ ché
ra dién khi cta toi.

— Ché ra dién khi bang chat sodium?

— Phai, 6ng a! Pem no tron véi chut
mercure, ndé thanh mét chit hon hgp
thay thé cho chat chi trong nguyén ly
dién tu ctia 6ng Bong-Sen (Bunsens).
Chat mercure khong bao gi¢ hu hao, chi
cO chat sodium la bi tiéu hao di rat nhiéu.
Nhung lai c6 nudc bién, mot kho vo tan
cung cip thu 4y chdng bao gid hét. Toi
c6 thé noi rang loai pin sodium manh
gap hai lan loai pin chi.

— Thua 6ng, t6i khong thong cam
dugc cong dung cua that sodium roi. Va
nudc bién khong thiéu gi thi 4y. Song
toi van thac mac, vi mudn cé chat sodi-
um it ra 6ng cling phai loc nd ra khéi

Dich gid: Nguyén Qudn

0,000 d¥fimn it iy bt (i 1) T 273

nudc bién. Néu téi khong 1am thi su bao
ché ay khong thé nao du cung cip cho
cadc may moc trén con tau Nam-Ti-Luy
dugc.

— Khong phai nhu 6ng nghi dau, 6ng
Gido su a! Toi dau cd loc bang pin, t6i chi
dung stc ndng cua than da ma thai.

— Loai than da lay & cdc mé trén mat
dat?

— Khong. Than da lay & day bién.

~ Ong ¢4 thé khai thac nhiing mé
than da dudi day bién sao?

- Ong Long Dic a! 6ng ngac nhién
la phai. Nhung ro6i 6ng sé thay cong viéc
cua toi lam. Toi chi can ong kién nhan
mot chut, vi 6ng c6 du thi gio dé kién
nhan kia ma! Bay gio, ong chi nén ghi
lay diéu nay: Mdt bién la cua riéng t6i:
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N6 cung cap cho t6i dién luc va dién luc
cung cdp cho con tau Nam-Ti-Lay moi
thu can dung, nhu stc nong, anh sang,
va moi ct dong, v.v... ndi chung la ca
nguon song trén con tau.

— Nhung né khong thé cung cip
dugc khong khi dé thé?

- O! Tbi ¢6 thé 1am ra khong khi dé
dung. Tuy nhién viéc ay chi ton cong vo
ich, vi toi cé thé ndi lén mat bién luc nao
cling dugc. Néu ngay nao do, t6i phai
cho san tau lan xuéng dudi day bé sau,
chiing ay t6i sé tinh.

— Thua Thuyén truéng. Toi rat kham
phuc cong trinh sdng tao clia ngai va toi
thiét tudng cong trinh d6, mot ngay nao,
trén mat dat ngudi ta cling sé tim thay
qua cong dung cua dién luc,
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Thuyén truéng Nam-M¢ lanh lung
dap:

— Toi khong biét ngudi ta cé sé tim
dugc hay khong. Nhung dau sao, dng
cling la ngudi dau tién biét dugc cong
dung cua dién lgc. Chinh nhd né ma t6i
co du stic nong, anh sang, khong can dén
mdt troi. Bay gid, ong xem chi€c dong ho
nay. N6 hoan toan chay bang hoi dién, va
khong khi nao hu héng. Téi chia lam hai
muoi bon gid nhu dong ho & xt Y-dai-
loi, vi doi véi toi, khong cé ngay, khong
cd dém, khong mat trdi, mat trang, chicéd
stc sang cta di¢én khi ma thoi. Kia, 6ng
xem day! Bay gio la luc muoi gio sang.

— Pung la co xdo that.

— Con day. Mdt kim dong ho nay
dung d€ chi toc do ctia con tau. Mot sgi
day dn thong dén canh quat, hé giong
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mdy cti dong bao nhiéu thi cay kim nay
chilén sO cao bay nhiéu. Hién tai con tau
chung ta dang chay mudi l[am ddm mot
gio, v6i toc do binh thuodng.

— Thua Thuyén truéng, t6i da thau ro
tai nang cdi ong. Ong da dung dién luc
thay thé cho ca gio, nudc, va hoi nudc.

— Chua hét, 6ng Long-Dac a! Néu
ong muodn xem tudng tdn hon ong hay
theo tdi ra phia dang lai, con cé nhiéu
may moéc dang ké.

Toi to y hai long. Vi dang trudc
con tau toi da dugc xem tat ca roi. Trén
tau gom c6 mdy phong nhu: phong dn
dai ndm thudc, ngan cach véi phong
doc sach ciing dai nam thudc. Roi dén
phong khach dai 16i ndm thudc noi lién
v6i phong ctia Thuyén truong, dai ndm
thudc, sat véi can phong cua tdi, dai hai
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thudc rudi. Cudi cing mdt phong chia
hoi dai chling ndm thudc rudi. Tat ca cac
vach tuong déu bang sat c6 khoét ctia va
tram kin bang cao su. Do d6, hoi va nude
tti phong nay khong thé sang phong khac
dugc. Cu theo bé dai cua cic can phong
cong lai, toi tinh ra con tau Nam-Ti-Lay
dai chiing ba muoi ldm thuéec.

Toi diing day budc theo Thuyén
trudng Nam-Mo vao gitta gim tau. G dé,
c6 hai phong kin chita nudc. Bén canh ¢c6
mot cai thang bang sat dau moc trén mot
0 vuong, dn thong lén mdt ngoai con tau.

Toi hoi Thuyén trudng cai thang ay
dung dé lam gi. Ong ta dap:

— Thang nay dung dé€ leo qua chiéc

ca-no.

Toi ngac nhién hoi:
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— Ong lai con c6 mot chiéc ca-nd nita
sao’?

— bung vay. Chiéc ca-n6 ay nhe
nhang, chac chan, dung dé ngao du trén
mait bién, hoac dé danh ca.

— Nhung, néu lic nao 6ng muon
dung dén chiéc ca-no, tat nhién 6ng phai
cho con tau nay ndi 1én trén mat nudc da
chu?

— Khong can. Chiéc ca-nd nay dinh
lién véi bo phan bén trén cta vo tau, va
c6 khoét hai cai 16 viia mdt ngudi chun
vao. Luc nao td6i mudn st dung chiéc ca-
no, toi chi can leo qua thang nay, tréo vao
chiéc ca-nd, dung khi ép khoa hai canh
clia ctia chiéc ca-no va chiéc thuyén nay.
DPoan bim nat khaéi hanh, tic thi chiéc
ca-no noi 1én trén mat séng. Luc bay gio
toi truong buom 1én va di dao khap noi.
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lam thé nao trd lai con tau nay?

— T6i khong trd lai, ma chinh con tau
Nam-Ti-Liy phai ndi lén dé rudc toi.

— Theo ménh Iénh ctia 6ng?

— Phai.

— Ong lam thé nao dé truyén 1énh?

— Toi lién lac bang dién. Téi chi cin
danh mot buc dién tin 1a du.

To6i cé 16i khen ngoi:

— O! Nhu thé thi thuc khéng con gi
gian tién hon!

Sau khi qua khoi cdn phong cé dung
chiéc thang sat, chting t6i budc vao mot
can phong bé rong do hai thudc. Con-
Son va Né-Lang dang dan uong & day, ca
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hai mdt may tuci nhu hoa, dang chuyén
tro roi rit.

Thuyén truéng chao qua moi nguoi
r0i v6i tay mé cdnh ctia phia sau cung,
clia nay an thong ra phia can nha bép,
dai d¢ ba thudc. Noi day 1a cho tap trung
dién lyc nhiéu nhat. Cac day dién chang
chit dugc chuyén vao cac chiéc 16 may.
Nguoi ta ndu dn bang dién, ngudi ta
dun nudc bang dién. Noi chung la nguoi
dung moi stic nong hoan toan bang dién.

Sau can phong nha bép la nha tam.
Hai céi voi nuéc to tuéng dugc dat 1én
mot bé can. Mot voi nude lanh va mot
voi nuéc néng luon ludn san sang dé tuy
thich ngudi dung. Bén do6 co6 phong cac
nhan vién thuy tha trén tau. Can phong
nay vi ctia déng nén to6i khong dugc ro,
doan ngudi giup viéc cta 6ng ta § trong
dé do bao nhiéu.
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Cudi cung la phong dit may mdc.
Céanh ctia viia mé&, mat t6i nhu choi loa.
Bao nhiéu anh dién tu bén trong lde
ra huc hé. Phong nay dai d¢ hai muoi
thudc, chia ra lam hai phan. M6t bén 1a
nhiing mdy moc thudc vé dién, mot bén
la cac b phéan cti dong cua con tau.

Viia mdéi budce vao, t6i cam thay khé
chiu, vi trong phong bdc ra thi mui gi
kho thé.

Thuyén truéng Nam-MJ9 hiéu y, noi:

- D6 1a mo6t tht mui hoi cua chat
sodium thodt ra sau khi da st dung.
Nhung dé chi chut it théi. Ctd moi sang
toi cho con tau 1én mat bién d€ thay hoi,
duoi tat ca cac hoi ngat ra ngoai.

To6i dling ngdm cac may moéc. Thuyén
trudng lang yén mot luc roi noi tiép:
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— Ong trong day: Toi dung 16i may
mo6c  theo phuong phdp Bong-Son
(Bunsen) chti khong dung theo phuong
phap Rem-Co (Ruhmkorff). Cac bo
phén nay manh [dm, va it ru6m ra. Va
phan cti dong do dién lyc tao nén. Chinh
nhd & stic dién ma cac cdy don bay nay
clii dong, chuyén vao cac truc banh xe,
quay tron cic canh quat, méi canh quat
dudng kinh hon sdu thudc va moi gidy
dong ho quay hai muoci vong.

— Thé thi tdc-dd ctia con tau moi gio
trung binh d¢ bao nhiéu?
— Nam muoi ddm mot gio.

Nghe Thuyén truéng Nam-M¢ ndi
toi ngo ngac, khong lam sao hiéu ndi. Tai
sao dién luc lai c6 thé cé modt stic manh
phi thudng nhu thé? Chang biét ong ta
c6 mdt bi quyét nao khac hon dé tang
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cudng do cua dién luc 1én dén mot stc
manh tuyét voi khong? Tuy long tdi thic
mac, song tdi khong dam té ra to mo. Toi
hoi:

— Thua Thuyén trudéng mdc dau toi
chua hiéu tudng tdn song trudc con tau
Lanh-Cong t6i da dugc muc kich toc do
cua con tau Nam-Ti-Liy nay rdi. Thuc
t€ khong con choi cdi vao dau nita. Tuy
nhién, dat mot téc do phi thudng chua
du, con phai dat dugc cd muc sti dung cta
né niia. Thuyén trudng lam thé nao dé
diéu khién con tau chay vé€ phia mat, phia
trdi, trén can dudi sau? Thuyén trudng
lam thé nao cho con tau ldn xuong ma
chiu ndi stc ép nang né cta nudc bién?
Thuyén truéng lam thé nao dé€ cho con
tau noi 1én mat s6ng? Va Thuyén trudng
lam thé vao dé giti con tau dliing yén mot
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chd? Chang hay nhiing bi quyét 4y toi c6
thé dugc hiéu chang?

Thuyén truéng Nam-Mo dua mat
nhin t6i. Va qua mét phut do dy, 6ng ta
noi:

— Nhiing cdi d6 khong cé gi 1a bi
hiém ca. Toi c6 thé cho ong biét, vi toi
tin ring chang bao gid 6ng dugc roi khoi
con tau cua toi. Bay gio¢ chung ta trd lai
phong khéch, noi d6 1a cho t6i lam viéc
thudng ngay, va toi sé cho 6ng biét moi
bi quyét trén tau Nam-Ti-Lay.
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