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Pay 1a mot cau chuyén bat coc tré xay ra & mot tinh
gan bién gidi Bac ky hoi trude - vao khoang 1881, tirc
1a hoi nguoi Phap chua dit chan dén xr ndy. Gidc Tau
1am nhiéu, thuong bat tré con ta dem hanh ha roi ban
cho nhirng nha giau nuéi 1am day t& va nhiéu khi lai gitr
mdt chd rdi doi tién chudc.

That 1a mot cai tham hoa, ta nén léy lam murng réng
nguoi Phap ¢ tru tiét dugc giap ta.

Théng Hoai sting sinh trong b0 quﬁn ao lua, nhin mot
cach khinh bi thang Huan dang nd gion ¢ ngoai niang
voi mot bon tré con xa-phang . N6 tré moi dan vai, so
sanh bo quan 4o cua thang Huan véi bd quan 4o sang
trong cua no, roi bao me :

- N6 an mac ban thiu Iam mo nhi ? N6 kém con nhi,
mo nhi ?

Ba Loi1-Thinh nhin con mot cach dac chi, ro1 tim-tim
cuoi :

- Thi b6 me né ngh¢o, né bang con thé nao duogc.

Phai, bd me th?mg Huan c6 ngheo that, chir n6 an mac
ban thiu thi khong. Thang Hoai da no1 oan cho no.

1 Mot gidng ngudi ¢ mién rung nai tinh Van-Nam




5 | Gidc Tau Biat Coc Tép 1

Tuy céi 4o ctiia no ¢o6 va, cai quan cua nd ¢d son gau,
nhung nguodi ta khong trong thay mot vét ban, bdi vi
ngay nao no cling thay, va giat rat tir té.

Théy né lam phu gao, me nd di ban mudi, nd lam 520
co quan ao dep bang thang Hoai 1a con mot ong 14i gb
giau c6 tiéng & dat Pho-Lu.

Tuy n6 kém thang Hoai vé an mac, nhung n6 hon
thang Hoai vé thong minh va cham chi.

N6 lai con hon thang Hoai vé sttc manh nita. Nudi
dudi néng, dud1 mua, no an dut thé“mg Hoai la dira duoc
nudi trén nhung, trén gam, & cai than hinh vam-vd va
su lanh len.

Mot khi nd coi 4o ra thi coi suéng mat lam. Long
nguc nd, nhitng bap thit rin chic, 1am da banh mat
«lude» di boi anh sang mit gioi, nhitng co tay tron, thi
nhat 13 cai dau hat vé phia sau, tit ca ¢ nd chtrng t6 mot
cai gi lanh va khoe.

Diap lua 14 vao, thang Hoai ra phét mot cong tir bot.
Nhung mot khi coi 4o ra thi trong né méi tiéu tuy lam
sao ! Nguc 1ép, bung ong, chan tay khang kheo, lai lan
da xanh bong, that 1a gié thoi bay.
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Néu thang Hoai c6 hon thang Huan thi chi hon thing
Huén ¢ dong tién ctia cha me, nghia 1 nhitng cai khong
phai ctia thang Hoai, chtr thing Huédn thi hon thang
Hoai bang nhiéu cai ma thang Huén c6.

Thang Hoai dang vubt ve nhiing ta 40 bong nhu md
mot cach sung-suéng thi vut nghe thiy tiéng thang
Huan hét & ngoai dudng. N6 ngimg dau ddy, nhin thang
Huan dang dudi mot thang Xa phang, r6i lai bdo mo :

- N6 mét day 1am mo nhi ? Con khong bat chude no,
mo nhi ?

Dicu nay thi thang Hoai lai n6i oan cho thang Huan.
N6 rat 18 phép, ngoan ngodn, chi phai céi n6 thich dua
nghich ma thoi. Su dua nghich nay thang Hoai mudn
bat chudc nod cling khong thé duogc, bai choi voi bon
tré con Xa-phang, yéu 6t nhu thang Hoai s& bi chung
né bat nat ngay. Chir nd, nd bat chap dta khoe nhat ¢
Pho-Lu.

Ba Loi-Thinh nghe con néi nhin ra dudng, nhin thang
Huan dang nhay vo lanh len nhu mot con meo ré1 bao
con :

- Ay con ding noi trudc mat nd nhu thé ma né danh
cho.
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- Khong, mo a, n6é khong hay danh nhau.
- Thé thi n6 tét ddy chir ?
- Nhung con cling khong thich choi véi no.

Thang Hoai khong thich choi voi thang Huén chi vi
thay thang Huan nghéo. Mdi 1an vé Ha thanh véi cha
me, thay thay thang Huin mic quan vai niu né van
khinh khinh, va né tudng tuong con mot ngudi nhu thé
khong thé ngang hang véi né.

Moi khi di hoc gap u thang Huan ganh ganh mudi ra
cho, trong mot bd quan 4o nau song, nd nghi ngay dén
vang ngoc ctiia me né deo day minh.

No tu cho no6 1a con nha sang, nén n6 khong thém
choi v6i thang Huéan 14 con nha nghéo, béi trong cai
6¢ ndng nodi va kho dai cuia nd, nd tudng rang vang bac
dinh doat su sang hén & doi.

Vi thé cho nén, n6 chi choi v61 nhitng dira tré con
nha giau. Va no goi sach mé thang Huan 1a : d6 con phu
ga0.

C6 mot 1an, thang Huan nghe tiéng, nhung no ciing
khong noi gi. No khong nghe nhoi xu1 bay cua mot
thang ban ma dén gay su vadi thang Hoai. N6 tu nhu : la
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con phu gao that, tai [am sao n6 lai gian ngudi ta maot
khi nguoi ta bao né la con phu gao ?

Thang Hoai thay né thé lai tuong rang nd so su sang
-trong ctia minh, mot hom gay su voi nd. Hom ay, thang
Hoai c6 mot qua bong rat dep, dang da choi véi con
ong chi bé thi bong ban lai gan chan thang Huan, thang
Huéan lién nhit 1dy d4 bong 1én, 4y thé 1a thang Hoai
chti lien.

Ai ciing tuong thang Huan thé nao ciing danh, va lo
thay cho thang Hoai. Nhung khong. Thang Huan chi lai
nam co ao thang Hoai quay tit mot vong rd1 bao :

- May chui tao thé, dang nhé, tao cho may mdt cai
tat. Nhung may yéu nhu con sén, néu tao danh may thi
nguoi ta lai bao tao y khoe bat nat yéu. Tao tha cho may
lan nay. Lan sau, néu may con déu gia nhu thé nira thi
dung c6 trach.

Lan sau ? Thi thang Huan chang can phai dan. Cai lac
manh-mé Ay d3 din thay cho n6 roi. Thang Hoai khong
con bao gio dam nghi dén su gay chuyén voi né nira.
Va modi 1an qua bong dep ctia nd co bi thang Huan da,
n6 chi dimg xa nhin thang Huan bang doi mat day thu
ghét va kiéu-ky ma thoi.
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Thiang Hoai dang yén tri rang tién bac va quan 4o
dinh doat sy sang heén va gia tri cia con nguoi ta & doi
thi mQt tai nan ghé gom xay dén lam cho né thay doi y
kién.

Hoém 4y dep troi. Chung nd ra nhau ra rimg 1ay mat
ong. Chiing n6 dy 1a mot bon tré con xa-phang. Thang
Huan va thang Hoai thay su 14y mat ong hay hay ciing
theo di.

Chting né di, di vao giira ring vau. Thiang Huan d3
nhiéu lan vao rimg, khong 1am cho né dé y nén su ky
v§ cua rimg ciy khong lam cho nd dé y may, chir thang
Hoai chua duge vao rimg bao gid, thiy cdy cao vt gioi
va vau ntra moc ken vao nhau nhu nhitng bérc thanh,
nhin khong chan mat.

Dén Ao-tam thi chﬁng n6 tim thady mot to ong ruodi.
Ong bay ra bay vao tleng kéu vo vo. Thang Hoal thay
ong ¢t lo limg & trén dau va c6 lam con sa gan xudng
mat dat so ran ca nguoi.

Luc ay, né moéi hoi rang da theo di, mudn quay ve,
nhung n6 s¢ khong ddm di mot minh; va né cling khong
biét duong.
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N6 danh ding nhin, va chd bon tré bat xong thi vé
theo.

Bon tré léy dao chat mot cay ntra dai budc méy chuc
nén huong den vao dau cdy ntra, roi gio 1én gan td ong.
Khoi bbc 1én nghi ngit, sua dudi tit ca dan ong xa to.
Pén khi trong 1én cdy moc diéu khong con mot con ong
nao, mot dira moi tréo Ién.

Cay moc di€u cao, thanh ra nd tréo mai madi 1én toi
noi duoc.

Khi n6 ha duoc to ong Xuéng, ca bon tré reo 1én roi
xum lai, chia nhau mat mat. Ma da mat duoc nhiéu
nhat 13 thang Huan. Khong nhiing thé, nd con chiém
phan dem vé cho em né nita.

Thiang Hoai chi dung nhin ching né mat mat mot
cach ngon lanh, cht khong dy phan gi vao day. N6
khong quen véi sy an song nudt twoi nhu thé cling co.
Va n6 ¢6 mudn chia phan, bon tré cling khong cho né
cling c6. B&1 xua nay no kiéu ky va lam bo, anh em ai
cling ghét.

N6 ding nhin bon tré vira an, vira no gion, nod du.’ng
nhin dnh sang mat gioi tr tir nga xuong ngon cay, 101
thay toi, n6 bdng so hii. Thuong ngay, nd van duge
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nghe nhitng chuyén hd an ngudi, ma giti ngudi do bon
phu lam gb véi thay no ké lai. Bong tbi dén dem tat ca
nhung chuyén hai- hung ay dén, no cudng cuong No6
muon giuc ching n6 vé. Nhung trong bon a ay, chi co
thang Huan 1a ngudi nam, ma né thi khong biét tiéng
xa-phang. Thang Huan v&i no di 1 hai ké thu, khong
thé noi voi thang Huan duogc.

N6 ngdp ngurng, ro1 thi nhin cay cao bong cd, nhin cai
bong dém cr tir tor pht xuong, nd so qua, ndé danh phai
noi chong khong :

- Thoi vé di ch, to1 rou.

Thang Huan biét rdng n6 ndi véi minh, nhung cr 16
di, cr mat mat, va ctr ndi chuyén bang tiéng xa phang
vGi bon tré con xa-phang.

Khoéng lam sao dugc, thang Hoai phai goi tan tén no :
- Vé di cht, Huan, t6i rdi ! Nha tao mong.
Thing Huén quay lai :

- Nha may mong thi may vé trudc di. Chung tao con
¢ day lau, chung tao con lay nhiéu t6 nira.

Thing Hoai bong da khoc :
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- Nhung tao khong biét duong. Tao khong dam vé
mot minh.

Bon tré thdy thang Hoai khoc lién cuoi 6, duy co
thang Huan la khong cuoi.

Tuy n6 ghét thang Hoai, nhung tinh né rat thuong
nguoi, thay thang Hoai khoc, n6 thay dong long thuong.

- O rimg c6 bong ciy che khuat, trong toi thé, chur
con som.

Mot thang xa phang, ban véi thang Huén tro thang
Hoai 161 bao :

- N6 y thay n6 giau, nd chiri may. Sao bay gid may
khong danh cho n6 mét tran cho n6 chura lam bo ?

Thang Huan chua kip gia nhoi thi thang kia lai néi :

- Néu may khong mudn danh né thi dé tao danh cho.
Tao cling ghét n6 lam.

Ca bon nhao nhao :

- Chung tao cling ghét n6 nita. Banh xong, tro1 no vao
gdc cay kia cho ho an.
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Vura noi, ching né vua tién lén. Thang Huan voi-
vang kéo ching no lai :

- Pung lam thé chung may. Tao mudn danh né luc
nao chang dugc, ha cé phai cho né vao day mot minh.
Chung may dung lam thé€. Tao khong thich.

Chiing n6 nodi bang tiéng xa-phang, nén thang Hoai
chang bict gi ca. Gia n6 nghe duogc thi nd s¢ biét chung
nao.

Bon tré con dang mai dn mat thi bong nghe c6 nguoi
quat bang tiéng xa phang :

- Btra nao chay, ban chét !

ROi thi hai tén xa phang luc ludng xong vao | Mic
dau 1a doa ban, bon tré con cling u té chay, duy co6 thang
Hoai khong biét tiéng xa-phang la dung duc ra day.

Thang Huan chay dugc mot quing, nghe tiéng thang
Hoai khoc thét 1én nhu bi ai danh dap, long bat nhan
lién quay lai dé xem van mong.

NO ron rén nap dang sau cac bui cdy ma tién 1én.
Tiéng thang Hoai van khoc nhu xé rudt. No thay long
no nao nao.
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N6 dang ban khoin chua biét 1am cach gi dé giai ctru
dugc cho thang Hoai thi bong bi hai ban tay cirng nhu
sat vo lay n6. Roi1 thi mot ludi dao sdng loang gio 1én :

- May ma kéu, tao dam chét !

Luc ay, n6 méi hoi rang da quay lai, hoi rang da
thuong thang Hoai, nhung da mudn roi1 : nd cling nhu
thang Hoai, bi bat coc roi.

No6 ¢ day da lau, da dugc nghe nhiéu chuyén bat coc,
da rd cai tinh dit ton cuia nguoi xa phang, nén khong
dam giay-giua gi ca. N6 lang-lang di theo.

Thang Hoai van khoc, van kéu, van giay giua, ma tén
tho phi 2 thi vira bit mom, vira danh, danh dau lam.

N6 thay thé lién bao :

- Théi, may dimg kéu nita ma gidc nd giét chét that
day.

Thang Hoai lic nay méi biét 1a bi bat coc, so hii voi
im ngay.

Hai tén tho phi lay vua troi tay hai dira lai véi nhau,
01 lay song dao phang vao dau moi dira mot cai :

2 Giac khach
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- bi, di mau, khong 6ng giét !
- Chu ctr dé chiing t6i di, khong phai danh.
Tén xa-phang tra dao vao vo :

- A, thang nay biét tiéng xa. May bao vdi nd, néu kéu
tao giet.

- T61 da bao no ro.
- Theé bay gio di, di mau.
NoO vira noi, vira cam day keo hai dtra di.

Rurng cay ram, duong hep lai gap ghénh, vua va moc
dam ra tua tua, va chan chung n6 la chan bé con thi theo
lam sao cho kip chan gidc, nén ching n6 ctr nga Ién,
ngad xudng. Ma dira hay nga nhat 1 thang Hoai.

N6 hay ng, vi n6 di gidy tay, lai yéu, lai khong quen
di rirng, lai vi s¢ hai run ca chan tay. Moi lan n6 nga thi
no 161 ludn thang Huan cung bi tro1 vol no nga theo.

MGdi lan, chung n6 ngd nhu thé thi tén tho-phi cam
day lai kéo manh cho chung n6 dung day, chur chang hé
nang do thuong xot.
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Thang Hoai tuy c6 101 din 1a kéu thi bi giét, nhung
mdi 1an bi giat nhu thé, dau qué, cling khong kip nghi
dén 101 dan nira, ctr kéu oi 6i. Ma thay no kéu thi tén tho
phi di sau, lai ddm vao lung né huynh huych :

-Im ! im ! khong 6ng dam !

Théng Hoai lai nin, lai ¢6 di. Tuy sg¢ chét, nhung strc
n6 chi c6 ching. Pi duoc hon mot gio dong ho thi nd
vi mét qua, cr nga ludn ludén. Va luc ?iy, gi01 da t6i mit,
mit n6 khong quen trong toi, ct vudng cay, ct vap da
lu6n ludn.

Tén tho phi muén di mau dé cho khoi bi quan linh
dudi kip, thay thé cang nong rudt, cang danh khoe, danh
dén no1 thang Hoai khoc khong duoc nira.

Thang Huan ciing dau, cling mét, ciing s¢, nhung thiy
thang Hoai nhu thé, Iong n6 thuong qua, va tirc qua. No
liéu chét dimg durng ngay lai bao vdi tén tho phi :

- Néu chu ctr danh chung toi thé nay thi cha ctr giét
phang chung t61 di. Chung t61 bé, khong di rung, di
dém quen, theo cac chi 1am sao cho kip. Chu c6 giét thi
giét di. Cac chit muén cho chung toi di thi cac cha phai
tur tir chur.
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Tén tho phi di sau, rat ngay dao :
- A may mudn chét phai khong ?

Thing Hoai nghe tiéng dao rut danh soat, ri lén,
nhung thang Huan ctr than nhién :

- Vang, dang nao chiing t6i ciing chét. Chu giét chung
to1 trude di cho do kho.

Tén xa phang cudi gan :
- A thang nay gioi !

N6 gio sdng dao toan phang vao dau thing Huan thi
thang di trudc vol noi :

- Thoi, dirng danh chiung n6 nira. N6 noéi co ly, chan
chung n6 lam sao di kip chan chung minh dugc. Tu tur
chu.

Thang Huén lai noi :

- Ma tir tir nhu thé lai nhanh hon. Ching t6i khong
nga, cac chu khong mat thi gio kéo chiing to1 day.

Tén tho phi di sau cuo1 gan :

- A thang nay lau c4 nhi ?
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Khi hai dira di da mét 14, va tay chan mat miii bi sudc
d3 be-bét nhitng mau thi hai tén tho phi ding lai & mot
x6m c6 dim ba néc nha lam ngay ven rimg. Nhin thay
nha, biét sap duoc nghi, thang Huan mung qua, khé ri
tai thang Hoai :

- Thoéi dung... gi nira. Chac chung no6 sap cho ching
minh ngu ¢ day roi.

NO vira noi, vira nam chat lay tay thang Hoai dé an ui.

Nghe tiéng coi thoi, cong md, réi mot tén xa-phang
mat mii dit-ton hon hai tén truge cam dén soi ra. Vira
nhin thdy 4nh dén, tén xa-phang dat hai dtra lién ghé
mom thoi tét di.

- Nay can than.
Quay lai hai dura :
- Chung may n61 mot cau la tao sa ra tram manh.

Chiting n6 dat hai dira vao trong nha, roi thap dén, roi
mot tén tho-phiicudi méo cai mém ca ngio :

- Ngua khong lay duoc, bat duoc hai cai moi nay day,
phat tai hon la ngua.
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Tén chu nha nhin k¥ hai dira, r6i tro thang Hoai :

- A thang nay con nha giau. C6 thé duoc vai ba nghin
day.

Tén tho phi dat hai dra ngdi xudng cai 6 rom trén co
dé mot khay deén thuoc phién, vo lay cai doc tau :

- Vi ba nghin théi a ? It 1a mot van. N6 1a con mot 1ai
nguoi go & Pho-Lu, giau lam, to1 biét.

N6 tiém mot diéu thudce phién, bit miii hut, khong cho
ra mot ti khoi nao, roi lai noi :

- Vi thé, lac t6i di qua rimg thdy né & day 1 toi bao voi
A Séosan thoi viée di an trom ngua. Ngua bao nhiéu !
Bat cc nd thi anh em minh tiéu duwoc may nim. Nhung
phai can than lam. Thé ndo ciing c6 linh nd dudi theo.
R6t n6 ¢ day, roi mai dem n6 sang Tau.

Hai dra dugce c6i troi o1 bi du vao trong mot gian
buong t61 mu. Thang Huan s¢ soang thay mdot chiéc 6
rom lién kéo thang Hoai lai.

- Nam xudng day.

N6 6m thang Hoai vo vo vao lung roi s€ bao :
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- May dumng lo. Chung né bat coc chiing minh dé lay
tién chudc. Thay tao khong co, nhung thay may co, gia
cho chung n¢ tién thi chiung minh dugc vé nha.

Thang Hoai ghi chit 1ay thang Huén :
- Nhung chung n6 ¢6 danh chung minh ntra khong ?

- Ching n6 bao nghe chiung n6 thi ching n6 khong
danh. Thoi ngu di, tao mét 1am roi.

Thang Hoai dat tay vao ma thang Huén

- Nhung tao d6i 1am. Chiing né ¢6 cho ching minh
an khong ?

- Chic 1a ¢6 chu.
- Thé bao gio ?

- Nao tao biét bao gio. Nhung tao chac rang né phai
cho chung minh an.

Chung no 4c 1am. Chiing né dé chung minh chét doi,
bict dau ?

- O, may dung lo. Chiing dé chung minh chét d6i thi
lay dau ra tién chudc.

- Tao chac day la cai t6 cua ching no.
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- Chéc thé.
- May c6 biét day 1a dau khong ?
- Lam sao tao biét duoc.

- Sao tao nghe ching n6 bao may van theo cau may
di nhi€u noi co ma.

- Nhung ai di dén day bao gid. Ma c6 di dén thi tdi
cling khong sao nhan dugc. A tao cling thay doi qua.

Bon tho-phi nghe tiéng hai dira ri ram lién go cira :
- Im. Chting may mudn chét phai khong ?

Hai dtra lai dm nhau lang im. M§t 1at 1au, théng Hoai
lai n61 that nho vao tai thang Huan :

- Chung né bao gi thé ?

- Chiing n6 bao néi chuyén thi chung né giét. Thoi im
di, ngu di.

Thang Hoai tdm tirc khoc :
- Nhung tao doi qua.
Thang Huén voi vang lay tay bit miéng no :

- Im, khong chét v&i ching né.
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Thang Hoai khong dam néi nira, kéo tay thang Hudn
dat 1én cai bung 1¢p kep ctia minh.

Thang Huén lay tay xoa cai bung 4y may vong, roi no
dung day. Thuong thang Hoai, no liéu. N6 qud quang
lai phia cira, r0i n6 gd, roi khi nghe tiéng thét : « cai gi»,
no noi :

- Chung t6i d6i 1am, cac cha cho chung toi an.
- U dugc, con chd thoi. Chung tao ciing doi day.

Thang Huan lai qud quang di vao, cti xudng bao
thang Hoai :

- Tao da xin dugc com an r6i. Nhung con phai cho
thoi.

Cho ? Thi chung n6 khong thé chd duge. Mét qua,
chung n6 da nga thiép ca di. Khi thang Huén tinh day,
thiy mit gioi da ludn thang qua may 16 thung ¢ mai nha
thi n6 biét rang gidi sang da 1au lam roi. Va cé 18 bay
gid da gan trua. N6 4p tai vao vach nghe thi van thay
tiéng bon gidc hut thudc phién kéu vo vo.

Luc ay thi long n6 buon lam. N6 nghi dén cha me,
no6 nghi dén cac em, nd nghi dén sy di choi dai dot cua
minh. R61 bong no rung rung nudc mat.
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N6 khoéc, n6d lang-1€ khoc su 1am-1& cta minh. N6
thay minh 1a dtra con hu di 1am cho cha me budn va lo
s0. U, nha thang Hoai giau thi con co tién chudc, chir
thay u n6 nghéo thi 14y tién dau. Mot vai chuc con kho
chay thay, hudng ho 1a mot vai tram.

N6 dang phan van V01 nhimng ¥ nghi chua x6t 4y thi
thang Hoai cua minh roi goi me. N6 goi hoi to, vi né
tudng la n6 dang & nha.

O ngoai ¢ tiéng nguoi quat. Thang Huan voi vang
bit mom thang Hoai :

- Suyt ! Suyt ! N6 danh chét !

Thang Hoai van chua tinh nga. N6 van u-6. Thang
Huan thoang nghe nhu 1a n6é doi1 uong sira.

Luc ay, Huan cling da doi 14, n6 ngo ngéac nhin chung-
quanh thi thay hai bat ng6 dé ¢ dau cai 6 rom, canh mdt
chau nudc. No lac lac thang Hoai :

- Day an, may.

Thang Hoai u€ oai tr¢ day, ro1 nhin gian budng toi tan
va ho1 ham, né nhé lai sy thuc, né 0a khoc, ré1 nd goi
mg, goi cau.
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Gia 10i tiéng khoc cua no 1a nhiing tiéng cang chan
dap thinh thinh xudng givong ¢ ngoai nha.

Thang Hoai s¢ hét hon, im nhu thoc. Thay nudec mat
gian giya va cai mi¢ng meu xéch cua nd, thang Huan
lién do6 danh :

- Lac nay, may khoc cling vo ich. Chung n6 gian 1én,
ching n6 danh, chi thiét than thoi. Nhung lic nay, phai
can dam mo1 duoc.

Thang Hoai nhin 1én thay mat thang Huan van con do
hoe lién hoi :

- Thé sao may ciing khoc ?

Thang Huan chic ludi roi din vai :

- A, tao khoc khac. Chtr tao khong khoc nhu may.
- Nhung tao nhé mo tao lam.

- A, nhd, nhé thi ciing phai chiu chi.

- Thoéi d6i 1am, chung minh di dn com di. Chac 1a
ching né dem vao cho ching minh lic ching minh ngu.

Nhin thay hai bat ng6 gid nho, Thang Hoai gidy nay :

- Thé khong c6 com & ? Thé chi c6 thé nay thoi & ?
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- Chtr con gi nira. Nguoi xa-phang ¢ vung day, ho
toan an ngo thi lay dau ra com.

- The khong ¢6 do an a ?

- O, lai con do6 an nita. Mu6i vo khoi day. Ching no
cho an thé nay, cling 1a phuc lam roi.

Thang Hoai lai mudn khoc :
- Thé nay thi tao an thé nao duoc, ho may ?

Thang Huin nhin thang Hoai, long tran ngap mot
thuong xot. No thuong thang Hoai dang sung-sudng
bdng gap phai cai canh kho s¢. N6 cam bat com ngd, va
mot miéng to nhai ngau nghién :

- Tuy thé nhung nhai k¥, ngot va bui ddo dé may a.
May thir an ma xem. Tao an la mi¢ng, thay ngon lam.

Do1 qua, khong biét lam thé nao, thang Hoai cling
phai cam lay bat ng6é an. Nhung vi khong an quen va
doi qua, né nuot voi, nuot vang, nén bi nghen 1én, nghen
xuong.

- May nuot cham chtr, uong nudce di.

Thang Hoai nhin chung quanh chi thdy mdt chau
nudc da lvon ma & nha, thang bép nha né van cho ché
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ubng, lién hoi :
- Nudce dau ?
Thiang Huan bé chau nudc, we mot hoi :
- Nudc day, chir con nudce dau nira.
- Thé khong c6 nude cheé a ?

Tuy thang Huan thuong thang Hoai 1am, nhung thay
thang Hoai ctr hé1 do dan mai, n6 cling phat buc :

- Che, che cai gi ? Bay c6 phai la nha may dau.

Thang Hoai thay thé, siu ngay mit xuéng. N6 nam
tay thang Huan, dua 1én mii hit mai :

- May gian tao ddy a ? Bay gid may khong thuong tao
thi con ai thuong tao nira ?

Cau noi1 ay va thir nhat cai vé mat kho sé cua thang
Hoai lam cho thang Huan cam dong, n6 xoa dau thang
Hoai bang cai cr chi nang-dd va yéu mén cua mot nguoi
me :

- Sao tao khong thuong ? Ching minh cung bi bat

nhu nhau. Thoi dirng bu6n nita. Buon cling vo ich co
ma. A mat may va tay may sat ra thé nay, c6 dau khong?
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Thang Hoai ndéi bang cai giong cua dira con ndi voi
nguol me :

- Pau lam.
Thang Huin ngdm-nghi mot 14t :

- Gia chung minh ma khong bi giam ¢ day, thi tao biét
mot thir 14 & ring, tao hai, tao xit cho may thi khoi ngay.
Nhung khong sao, cr an xong di, 101 tao s€ co6 cach.

Ngo hap tuy khong ngon, nhung d6i qua, hai dira
cling an hét sach hai bat to. An xong, thang Huan nhin
k¥ nhitng vét sdy sat & mat, ¢ tay, & dau goi thang Hoai
roi bao :

- Da may non lam, chir khong ran nhu da tao. Néu
khong chiu kho dé tao lay nudc muoi rira cho nhd néd
loét ra thi chang ai chira thuoc cho dau.

Nghe néi dén mubi, thang Hoai rang minh :
- Nhung x6t 1am !

- X6t, nhung n6 khoi. U tao ban mudi, tao biét. Cac
em tao dtra nao dut tay hay bi kep tay, u tao boc mot
nam mudi dip vao, ching né khoc thét 1én mot chéc,
nhung r6i sau khoi lién, chang sung gi ca. May phai
can-dam chtr.
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Thang Hoai gat dau chiu.

- X6t thi can rang nhé. Can riang la khong dau dau.
Hay n6 co6 dau cling chi dau maot ti thoi.

Miéng noi, tay n6 boc mdt dim muodi dé vao long ban
tay, no vt mot chit nudce cho vao, ré1 cho muoi tan, nod
quét 1eén nhitng cho dau ¢ dau goi thang Hoai.

Tay n6 vira cham vao thi thang Hoai da rut voi chan
lai :

- Ui gia, ui gia ! xot lam, tao chiu thoi ! tao lay-may
tram muon van m¢ !

- O, néu thé nhd ban, nd thoi mot cai thi 1am thé nao.
Da may lai non, dé€ thoi lam.

- Nhung x6t chét nguoi di.

- O thé thi may hén, may nhu dan ba, may nhu em géi
tao. DAy nay may trong.

Miéng noi, tay ndé déc nudc muoi vao nhiing vet sit
¢ chan no.

N6 xot tuong chung dut rudt, nhung né khong cua
cay chan, ma nd cling khong nhan mat, n6 chi nghién
chat rang lai. Khi thit da quen v&1 mudi khong x6t nira,
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no «ha» mot cai khoan khoai :
- Pay may xem, c6 lam sao dau ?
- Thé may khong xot a ?

- Sao lai khong xot. Xot dut rudt chir 1i. Nhung xot
cling phai chiu, thé méi 1a con giai. Con giai chi khac
con gai & chd chiu duoc dau. Néu may khong biét chiu
x6t mot ti bay gio thi sau nay né thoi, may con kho so
bang muoi. Ching minh da dai dot dé cho bi bat thé
nay, ching minh lai con dinh dem cai chan sau quang
vé nha nita u ?

Su can dam ciing nhu bénh truyén nhiém, rat hay lay.
Thang Hoai gio chan.

- U, may ctr rira cho tao di. Tao khong kéu nira dau.
Tao cling muon can dam giong may.

Thang Hoai x6t, xot 1am, x6t dén chay ca nudc mat.
Nhung nhin dén cai gwong can dam ctia thang Huan, né
¢d chiu. Nguo1 n6 van di, nhung né khong kéu, no can
rang, ndm chat tay dé chiu. Théng Huan théy thé, cur
théi cho né. N6 gior tay kéo dau thang Huan day :

- Khong can phai thoi. My ctr rira cho tao di.
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Thang Huan nhin n6 bang mot cai nhin bang long, ro1
voc nudc mudi rira, rira ky va manh.

Khi né rira xong, budng tay ra thi thing Hoai tho mot
cai tho dai :

- U may noéi dang. N6 chi x6t mot ti lac dau thoi.
Chiu duoc lan dau roi thi n6 quen di, chang lam sao ca.

Thay n6 can dam nhu the, thang Huan sudng qua, vo
vao lung no :

- May ciing kha day. Trude kia, tao tuéng may... gi.

- A trube kia... trude kia... May dung c6 gian tao vé
nhirng cai trudc kia nhé. Luc ay, tao khong... gi may.

- Khong, tao khong gian.

Thang Hoai ngoi sat lai gan thang Huan :

- Tur gio ching minh 1a anh em nghe khong ?
- Han thé.

- Va néu vé dén Pho-Lu thi ching minh ludn ludn
choi v6i nhau, nghe khong ¢

- Nhung tao s¢ cdu mo may khong bang long ?
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- Puoc, tao bao cau mo tao. Tao bao thi cau mo tao
phai nghe ngay. Tao yéu may thi cau mg tao cling phai
yéu may chtr. Tao chi lo vé dén Ph6-Lu may thich choi
vO1 bon tré con xa-phang ma khong choi voi tao nira
thoi.

- Khong dugc. Tao s€ choi véi tat ca.

Nhung may phai quy tao hon, va choi vdi tao nhiéu
hon co.

- PBuoc r61. Bugc r61. Nhung chiing minh con ¢ day
thi biet bao gio dugc ve.

- Thi r6i chung né ciing phai tha chiing minh vé chu.

- Han thé, nhung nha ching minh ciing phai dem tién
1én chudc thi ré1 chiing ndé ma1 tha chiing minh vé chu.

- Bao gio thi nha chiing minh dem tién 1én chudc nhi?
Nha chiung minh c¢6 biét ching minh ¢ day khong nhi ?

- Lam sao ma biét duoc.
- Thé thi lam sao ma chudc duoc ?

- Tao nghe nguoi ta nd1 chuyén trude thang con ong
Wai-Chhoeng bi bat, giac n6 cho nguoi dén dém vé bao
tan nha, ro1 dem tién sang Tau chudc. Chac bay gio no
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cling bao cho nha chiing minh chu.
- Chic thé.
- Nhung ¢ day da la Tau chua ?

- Chua. Tao nghe ching n6é bao véi nhau, toi nay
chung n6 méi dua minh sang Tau.

Thang Hoai ring minh :

- Thé chung minh lai phai di bo & trong rimg nita a ?
- Chtr sao.

- Tao mét 1am, tao so 1am.

- Mét va sg¢ cling khong dugc. Chung no6 1a giac thi
ching no6 bat, chung minh phai chiu.

- Thé tai lam sao chung né khong cho chiing minh di
ban ngay ?

- O, dé linh tréng thay, ban chét ching né a ?
- Thé chung né con s¢ linh nhi, may nhi !

- Gidc, tai lam sao lai khong s¢ linh ? May héi ky
Jam.

- Thi tao khong biét ma lai.
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Hai dira dang thi thAm n6i chuyén thi mot tén tho phi
vac mot thanh mi tau sang loang day cua budc vao.
Thang Hoai so xanh ca mat, nhung thang Huan biét
r::ing bon ho bat minh chi dé léy tién chudc chrfmg SQ
chut nao.

Tén tho phi gio dao 1én miia mdt vong ro1 gi dao vao
cO hai dua :

- Tao hoi thi chiing may phai néi that, noi doi thi tao
bam ngay.

Thang Huan chua kip gia nhoi thi cira lai mo, ba
tén nita vao. Trong bon d6 c6 mot dng gia dau troc 16c
nhung rau dai lam. Xem sy an mic thi thing Huan doan
1a dau dang.

Ong gia vudt rau, ngodi xudng canh ching no6 roi chi
thanh ma tau :

- No6i sai mdt cau 1a tao sai nd x€o mot mi€ng thit.

Miéng néi, tay y véo manh vao dui thang Hoai. Thang
Hoai s¢ qua, 6m cham lay thang Huan.

- Pung s¢, may. Chung n6 khong giét dau. Chung n6
gi€t chung minh thi 12y dau ra tién chudc. May dung c6
thay chiing n6 hung hang thé ma so.
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Lao gia thay thang Huan no1 chuyén véi thang Hoai
lién dam manh vao nguc n6 mot cai :

- May néi gi v6i nd. Hay may xui n6 noi ddi tao ?

Thing Huan khong so, ding phat ngay day :

- Pay, c6 muoén danh chét thi danh di. Ong muén hoi
thi 6ng phai dé cho to61 n6i chir. Ong ddnh ma to61 noi
duoc a ?

- A thang nay budng.

L3o gia noi xong, giat phat thanh ma tau & tay tén tho
phi r6i gi vao c6 thang Huan. Thang Hoai tuong y chém
ban that, lién tién ngay vao hét thanh m3 tdu rdi ¢t vai
tén tudng gidc lia-lia.

Thang Huan kéo 4o thang Hoai lai :

- Viéc gi may phai lay né. N6 bat coc chung minh dé
lay tién chuoc, chir khong doi nao nd gi€t chiing minh
dau. May nén nhd thé. Pung co so.

Tén tudng gidc thy thang Hoai non gan, lién gio ta
thanh ma tau lai gan mat no.

- Tao ho1, may phai noi that, khong tao xéo thit.
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Nghe 161 thang Huan, thang Hoai ciing khong so nita;
khong hiéu tiéng, nd ¢t chd mat nhin tén tudng giac.

- Thé ndo may phai noi that nhé ?

Thang Huan phui mot con bo ché dot ¢ chan, roi gia
nhoi :

- N6 khong biét tiéng xa phang dau, chi c6 t6i biét
thoi. Ong c6 muon hoi gi, ong cur hoi t61 nay nay. To1
s€ noi that.

Tén tudng gidc nhin hai tén tho-phi da bat hai dia thi
hai tén nay lién noi :

- N6 khong biét tiéng. Chi c6 thang nay biét thoi
Tén tudng giac lai vudt rau, roi tron mat :

- May phai n6i that. Néu tao xét ra may khong noi
that thi tao s€ chat chan chat tay may.

Y néi xong hoa gido chém phap xudng dat 1am cho
hai dra giat minh danh thot mot cai.

- May 1a con ai ? Thang nay 13 con ai ? B6 me may
lam gi ? Co6 nhiéu tién khong ?

- Thay t6i 1a bac cai Xuan lam phu gao & Phd-Lu. Nha
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t61 nghéo 1am. Thay né 13 6ng Loi-Thinh budn ban.

Tén tudng giic quay dau lai hai tén tho phi thi hai
nién nay gat dau.

- Thé thay n6 c6 nhiéu tién khong ?

- Diéu d6 thi t6i khong biét. Toi 1a bé con biét dau
dén vi€c tién nong.

- Thé may c6 may anh em ?
To1 sdu nguoi.

- Thé n6 ?

- N6 chi c6 mdt minh.

Tén tudng giic coi bd dic ¥ gat gat cai dau, roi mim
Cuo1 :
- Tuy may khong biét, nhung may ciing phai c6 nghe

nguoi ta don 1a nha nd giau chir. Tao xem cach an mac
ctia no, tao cling biét. May phai ndi ngay.

Thang Huan tré tén tho phi da bat né :

- Ho6m qua, toi nghe chti nay cht 4y néi chu ay biét
ca. Chir to1 thi con bé, to1 chi biét ¢c6 viéc hoc hanh, to1
khong hi€u gi vé tién nong giau ngheo ca. Ong co giét
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chét to1, to1 cling cha biét thé nao ma gia nhoi.

Tén tho phi nghe n6 noi ¢o6 1y lién bao chu tudng :

- Thoi khong can phai hoi n6 nira, so ti€n chudc ctr
dinh Ia mot van. Bay gio, 10t quan 4o cua chung no dé
gur1 vé lam tin thoi.

Tén tho phi vira noi, vura tién dén dé cdi 4o cua thang
Hoai. Thang Huan vQi vang gio tay can :

- O day gioi rét lam, ma dém 6ng con bat chiang toi
di co ma. Ong 10t 4o thi chung t61 rét chét mat. Néu ong
c6 muon lay mdt do vat cuia chiing to61 dé guri vé nha lam
tin, thi chiing t61 c6 nhi€u thir day. Vira noi, n6 vira moc
tui nd va tui thang Hoai l1ay ra cac thu do choi nhu bi,
quay, tranh anh.

Nhung sau nhin thay ti€c qua n6 lai bao :

- Hay 1a chung t6i biét chit, ching t6i viét thu vé nha
cho ong.

- U thé cang tot.
- Thé 6ng cho chung t6i muon but gidy di.

- Nhung may phai viét vé rang néu khong dem tién
chudc ngay thi chung tao giét day. Ma ching tao gict
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that, néu ntra thang nira, khong c6 tién chudc.

(Con tap thir hai, coi sd toi)




