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INonsonggehein g

ON TAM GIG TOI, VAN

KHONG CO MOT TIENG
chuong dién thoai nao, téi danh phai
thay do quan ra khoéi nha tro, di ngugc vé
phia chg pho sau kia dudng xe lua, tim
mot quan com sach sé, vao do, chon mat
moén an day du ca com trang, thit boc
bot chién, tom ludc, tat ca cac tha rau
qué xat nho trinh bay long lay trong mot
dia men trang hinh bau duc, gia khoang
sau tram dong tién Nhat. Toi c¢6 an voi
vang, lay no, khong d€ y gi dén thtc an,
va nhiing gi vay boc xung quanh. Ngoai
kia quan, hinh nhu mdt con mua bui
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viia thoang t&i. Hai hang pho da luc duc
dong ctia sém. Anh dén mot vai noi con
khép ha ctia trudc, hat ra dudng vang vot
diu hiu. Nhiing ngudi dan 6ng di guoc,
mot tay cam du chong cao, moét tay tum
lay dam do quan léch théch, budc nhanh
qua nhiing viing dén vang nhu tron chay
vé mdt noi toi tdm nao dé. Khong mot
bong dang tuci vui, xinh dep nao bén
ngoai. Trong quan, may ngudi dan Ong
con trai lai hui an, an nhu lam mot viéc
gi can thi€t, nang né, thinh thoang hu
lén mot tiéng cudi cé vé kho khan, bat
dac di. Khong mdét chat nhac. Khong
mot anh den mau. Toi bé ngang dia com
ngon va cuong quyét nghi minh khong
thé chAm dut nhiing ngay ngan ngui &
Nhét véi budi toi thé nay. Téi mudn di.
Di liéu téi mot noi nao dé. Mot noi day
ap nhac, ngudi, va khoéi thuéc. D€ coi
dém Nhat Ban thé nao.



INongsonyeheia

Thang nho c6 1€ dua ba tudng kia di
hoéi chg, xong la dn t6i, va khong chiing,
nghe nhac dau d6 nén quén ludn han
phédn sy doi véi ngudi ba con gdp tinh
cd, toi nghi, buc boi. N6 da ndi, thé nao
nam gid chiéu, chdu sé goi dién thoai cho
di, d€ bao trudc la chau sé dén doén, va
sau gio thi minh di. N6 con nédi thém, ba
tuéng s€ moi chan vi mot vong xem hoi
chg, budi téi chac chan sé khong di dau,
né khong phai lam ngudi huéng dan,
sé ranh va sé téi. Chac chan. Vay la ba
tuéng khong moi chan, va di lién mién,
hét hdi chg, dén nha hang én, réi phong
tra ntia khong chiing.

Sau biia an, toi trd vé nha tro, nhim
nhdp may chén tra, hut diéu thudc, viét
vai cai thu véan vo, roi thay kimono va
di ngt. Dén d6 thi chudng dién thoai lai
reo. Diing noi, chau phai dua ba tuéng di
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an com, dua ba ta vé tan khach san vi ba
ta khong thé nhé duong vé, réi di ngugc
qua day, chau xin 161, xin 16i da gap di qua
tré, va xin 16i toi nay lai tré hen. Toi cudi,
xin 16i tré t6i nay thi dugc, con khoéan xin
16i gap tré thithoi cho mién, Diing noi, tai
di khong tin cho chdu biét. Nhung ma di
cd biét Diing & day va sé gap Diing dau.
Diing la con ba chi ho t6i. Ho6i nhé, nha
noé 6 cach nha téi may khoan vuon trong.
Ba chi cho n6 qua Nhat tl lic con nhd.
N6 6 nghién tai Nhat cd mudi may nam,
noi tiéng Nhat loach choach nhu giong.
Diing & trén Tokyo. Tinh ¢, trong thaoi
gian huéng dan ba tuéng ciing ba con
v6i n6 6 Viét Nam mdéi qua di xem hoi
chg, vé ving nay tim choé tro va vi vay
toi tim ra dugc no. Trong né khong khac
chi hoi nhé may. Nhung n6 co6 vé gia va
hu rat nhiéu. Toi hoi, chdu song bang gi
trong lic hoc chua xong nhu vy, chang
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1€ lai nudt chi qua ngay a. Ding khoe,
thiéu gi viéc, mua he thi chau lam phu &
hang mdy bay, ngay thudng thi tim xem
cd dam khach nao tlii ngoai quoc dén,
can ngudi hudéng dan di xem canh va
mua do hay khong. Hoac do nhiing méi
ddi chac ngoai té lat vat, vay la du stic roi,
Toi hoi hudng dan thi stic may ma thu
lao kha. Han néi, vdy ma tuy, ngudi thi
tra on bang mdt moén qua dang gia, nhu
cai dong ho, chiéc lac vang, hay mon gi
tuong ty, hodc bo ludon mot xap tién
vao bi thu cho nd... Téi noi chan hong,
chdu nhd 1a di khong phai ngudi ngoai
qudc, va ciing ching c6 ngoai té, néu
nhan gitm ma géi phu cép sang thém vi
& day dat d6 qua thi con nghe dugc N6
c6 vé kho sd, bo di tudng chau dua di di
mot vong réi an cong a. Thé vi sao, toi
tra gan. NoO noi lting khting, khong vi sao
cd, chau khong biét. Toi nghi ra mot diéu
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va hoi van hdn, chdu 16n ro6i ma, chau co
thuong hay di chai v6i bo khong, chac la
mot ¢6 Nhat that xinh nhu bap bé mau.
Han ngo tdi, gan nhu that vong, gian dd,
té hét stic, cai do thi té hét stc, di dung
c6 hdi, lau rdi, roi han 16i gidy to ra ghi
ghi chép chép, lam bo nhu quén di cdi gi.
Toi nghi sé phai khui cho ra chuyén nay
nghe choi. Co6 céi gi bat thudng va khong
On day. Toi de, tao sé mach ma may cap
tién vién trg, thé la khong hoc dugc niia,
va phai vé, phai di quan dich nia.

Khi ra dén phd, dém da khuya. Pho
nghia la mdt viing nhap nho nguoi qua
lai nhu séng, déen mau giang khap noi, tu
cho thip nhét dén choé cao nhat, va thinh
thoang, nhiing day dén long ruc r&. Toi
hoi tén ving nay. Ding ddp moét trang
tiéng Nhat kho nhd, dai khai, day la cho
an choi vé dém. Xuong xe & mot dau
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dudng ruc rd, hai di chau di bd nguoc
lai mot quang dudng. Diing dling trudc
mot ctia nhu rap hat, hdi nguoi gac cong.
Cudi cuing t6i biét tat ca nhiing nha hang
dn, tiém nhdy, phong tra chi cé nhac
séng va cac man trinh dién trudc muoi
mot gio khuya. TU mudi moét gio tra di,
nhiing noi an choi cong khai, chi con la
cac phong tra, choi nhac may, cho ngudi
ta nhdy, hat xach an udéng, va chuyén tro
tridc khi dem nhau vé viing t6i nao do.
Cing khong can, toi ndi, di chi mudn
nhin qua xem Nhat vé dém nhu thé nao,
va mot phong tra c6 cic man trinh dién
la trung tam cta doi song dém dd, néu
cac man trinh dién da hét va khong con
nhac song, ta ngoi nghe nhac chét cta
may ciing dugc, roi di vé. Toi theo Diing
vao mot phong tra. Bé ngoai, phong tra
cé dang dap do s¢ va kho khan nhu mot
rap hat. Bén trong, qua khoi day hanh
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lang doc nhat, t6i om nhu dia nguc, viia
dt moét ngudi di qua, 1a mot vung rong
thénh thang, tran cong tron va 16i lom,
nhu trdn ctia mdt dong da khong lo.
Trong cai hang da khong 16 do, san khau
& gitia, gan nhéch vé phia cua ra vao, véi
nhting tdm man nhung do da budng va
anh sang do noc cua hang den bén gbc
trai. Dién tich con lai danh cho nhiing
day ban an phu khan trang, xép thanh
hinh vong cung quanh mét khoang trong
nho hep la san nhdy. Bon ngudi dang
nhdy khodng chiing sau cdp. Va chiing
vai chuc ngudi noi cdc ban dn. Diing gidi
thich, nhiing cho6 nay hién nén it khach.
Va lai, gi¢ nay khong ai nhay ntia. Ho di
tim nhiing muc khéc, hop gio giac hon.
Nhiing ngudi dang nhdy ¢ do6 la dan dang
hoang. T6i nhin quanh va nghi, dang
hoang va lai it tién. Bon ho phan dong
la cdc cdp vo chong tré, & gan khu pho,
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dén ki€ém chuat vui tht mudn mang véi
nhau. Mot vai cdp, ban be, trai qua budi
toi, khong buon vui, lting khiing 6 gitia
hai giai doan nhdp cudc va phung pha.
Vai cdp gia, cd vé la nhan tinh nhan ngai,
tron nha di v6i nhau, e dé va ngugng ng-
hiu canh nhiing cdp choai choai dé dang,
gian di, bong bot. Hinh nhu ho khong
muodn nhay, theo nghia vui choi. Ma dang
ru ngu, hay d6 danh nhau. Nhiing buéc
chan ra rdi va nhiing canh tay ué oai. Va
lai, ho viia an viia nhay. La mot cach dé
lam hong ca hai viéc, nhay, va an. Lam
sao nguoi ta cd thé viia nhai mot miéng
bit tét viia nghi dén chuyén yéu duong.
Hodc viia mo mang chuyén yéu duong
viia nghi téi mot miéng bit tét? Toi nghi,
ngudi Nhat qua nhiéu viéc, qua it thi gio,
va khong chiing ho tiét kiém thoi gian
bang cach lam mot lic ndm sau cong viéc
tuong phan nhu thé khong chling. Bang
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cd la ho viia di xe ltGia toc hanh viia nga
viia an banh mi vtia doc bdo. La ho viia
chay viia mua sam vtia ndi chuyén vua
tinh tién trong cac gian hang bach hoa
khong 16. La ho vtia dn nhiing thic dn
lam san trong mét hdp gidy trang hinh
vuong, via sin soc la con 1éo déo chay
theo chan, viita xem hoi chg, viia ké 1€ véi
nhau cong dn viéc lam, viia bay to vai cu
chi than mat 4u yém véi nhau, viia gong
ngudi chen lan chay ram rap & cac 16i ra
vao cua nhiing gian hang ngudi dong
hon kién.

Trén sdn khau, dén bong tat, tim man
kéo lén. Hai c6 gai mac quan cut va do
chén chi che phan nguc, mong dinh nhu
ddi nudc, viia nhay viua hat lam nham.
Toi hoi, da hét gid roi ma. Ding ndi thinh
thodng cd vai c6 nhu vay, & ngay tai nha
hang nay, uén éo lam phong cho vui mat
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khach, khong phai 1a trinh dién chinh
thic. Cac ¢6 nhun tay, nhun chéan, quay
qua udn lai, chén von nhu dang xay lua,
viia xay vla cudi v6i khoang khong, mo
hoi toat ra dam dia khap mat nhu song
nudc la. Xay laa mot hoi, cadc co6 am tham
budc xudéng nhiing bac thang gd ngan,
chuon theo hanh lang t6i ra ngoai.

Toi nghi tham, chdn qud. Nhung vé
phong tro luc dd, chdn hon, ciing khong
con gi dé xem, c6 gi dé mua sam, chi con
cach goi mot mon gi ngdi an ri ra xong la
di ve.

Nhac cang khuya cang ngat ngu
budn ngu. Khoi chién thit xdng mu mot
khoang phong. Nhiéu c6c rugu da do
tran trén mdt ban vi nhiing cdp xoay
nhanh, chen lan cad vao ban an. Toi héi
Diing c6 thudng nhdy khong. Diing noéi
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Ayako cé tap cho Ding nhdy, nhung
Diing chua bao gi¢ nhay.

— Ayako la c6 ay a.

— C0 nao, di.

— C6 ban chau.

— Théi dting nhac.

— Co ta lam dau Diing hay sao.

Diing don khay thtuc an ngudi boi
mang ra, don tliing thu trudc mat toi roi
khoanh tay ng6i nhu ci. Cho dén khi
ngudi boi mang phan an ctia Ding ra
ti€ép theo, Ding thd dai, cui xudng dn
yén lang.

— Khong.

— Chuyén thé nao, vay Diing lam dau
co ta.
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— Chuyén buon. Di diing nghi nhiéu
chuyén khéc. Ayako chi la ban hoc. Ban
thoi. Nguoi ban khong may:.

— Bay gio c6 ta dau?

— Diing khong rd, nhung dodn chét
roi. Chét chi song lam sao dugc, tui nd
cat hét gan chan va vach mat cho thanh
seo.

Ong Ryoichi 1a mot ngudi thu cyu.
Trong gia dinh, ti nép song, cach trang
hoang, cho dén moi nguyén tac an & déu
theo 16i ¢6 truyén cua Nhét, chi trii cé
ba vg. Ong 14 hoa si, ba vg, dau tién, 1a
nguoi mau cung quy nhat cta 6ng. Ba
ta la mot ngudi hoang phi, kiéu hanh,
bé tha bai bac, du cac nét xdu. Hinh nhu
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ba ta da mot doi chong, sinh dugc mot
dda con trai, bo bé va sau nay, khi né
trd thanh mot tén cudp giau co, lam thé
nao ma chinh ba ta ciing lién lac dugc
vGi thang con dé€ 1dy tién danh bac. Ba ta
danh ludn ca gia san ctia 6ng Ryoichi, do
ba dlng tén. Ong chéng khong hay biét
gi, cho dén khi hi€u ra moi diéu thi gia
san cudi cung cling viia bi tich bién, vi ba
ta vd ng. Dén do, chau va Ayako, con ctia
nguoi dan ba va dng Ryoichi, cling mat
hét noi nuong tya. Ong 4y 1a ban than
ctia chu Duc. Vi vay khi ma giao chau
cho chu Duc dem qua hoc Nhat, chu ay
glii gam chau tai nha 6ng ta, dé€ cung di
hoc véi Ayako. Chuyén khéi dau chi méi
vay. Chau & chung va di hoc véi Ayako,
mot trudng, nhiéu ndm, déi dai nhau
nhu anh em, ban be. Khong hon kém. Cé
diéu la Ayako hon chau bon nam tuoi.
Chinh diém nay lam chau nghi Ayako
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dé6i véi chau chi nhu 1a be ban, chi em.
Chu ng ctia ba Ryoichi la mot tay nhiéu
cta va co thé luc. Hin muo6n chiém Aya-
ko lam vg, tri vao khoan ng. Ba ta nhéat
dinh ép budc Ayako bo hoc, 14y han, con
ong cha thi qua that thé, danh phai chiu
theo. Ong muén git lai chut bé ngoai
nao dé chong dg, cho cai thanh danh da
tan hoang vi ngudi vg. Ayako phan doi.
Khong dugc. Diing d6 danh c6 ta cach
gi, ¢ ta cing khoc khong chiu. Chinh
Diing ngac nhién vi sy ti choi quyét liét.
Lay mot ong nha giau lam chong, du kho-
ng thuong yéu, nao phai la chuyén chét
choc chi. Viéc ay xay ra trudc Tét Mau
Thén bén minh chling mot thang, dung
vao luc, cha bic vé tham nha va muon
Diing theo, vi me nhé va nhan qua nhiéu
lan. Chuyén vé da dinh, lai viéc cua Aya-
ko thi khong an thua gi t6i Diing, nén
du sao, Diing cling quyét dinh vé dung
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ngay. Trudc ngay vé chau dan Ayako di
mot vong phd dém. Co ta ndi, thoi dugc
r6i, nghe 16i Diing vay, Ding cu vé, toi
sé bang long 14y 6ng ta, nhung hen lai
mot thang nita, sau khi Diing trd lai. Tét
bén kia xong Diling qua lién, phai khong.
Diing da hdi tai sao lai phai chd Diing
qua, Ayako noi, vi muon Diing thay Aya-
ko chét nhu thé nao khi nhén 16i 1dy mot
ngudi khong thuong. Roi Ayako con ndi,
chiing mot thang nta, to6i sé chd Diing
noi cau nay. Ding biét, néu muon tim
mét ngudi Nhat dé thay thé mot ngudi
Nhat, rat dé. Nhung tim mot nguoi Viét
Nam dé thé mdt ngudi Viét Nam & day
thi la chuyén day bién tim kim. Di coi,
lam sao Diing hiéu cai gi gi trong y nghi
cua co ta, khi chinh Dting khong hé luu
tam gi dén co ta ngoai nhiing doi dai be
ban hang ngay.
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— Vay roi sao.

— C0 ta chd mai khong thdy Diing
qua va lay ong ta.

— Nam d06, Tét ctia Hué chi 1a mot
dam tang. Va Ding & ket lai nha, sau
nhiéu ngay chay tron do6i khat trén nhiing
néc nha va bd ao, dén hai thang sau méi
tim cach qua lai dugc day. Vay la Ding
vang mat dang ba thang. Nha cta 6ng
Ryoichi thu¢c vé chu khac. Ayako mat
tam. Diing nghi 1a hai 6ng ba cht cti don
di noi khac, con Ayako thi ldy 6ng nha
giau, moi chuyén tudng yén, khong nhé
dén nita. Cho dén mot hom gép ¢ ban
than cta Ayako ngoai pho.

— R6i Diing gap lai Ayako.

— Khong. Co6 ban ciing di tim Ayako
ti may thang khong gap. Co ta ru chau
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cung di tim. Khap noi, khong thiy béng
dang c6 ta dau ca. Chi biét...

Ding im ldng, xin t6i mdt coc rugu
thu gi cling dugc. Toi goi, boi dem rugu
cho Diing. Diing s6¢c mdt hoi can va quét
miéng 1én tay 4o, ngat ngli ndi ti€p :

— Mot thang sau, vi Ding bi vu Mau
Than ngoai Hué khong qua dugc, di biét
khong, ca vudn nha ngoai ay nat nhu
cam, ba ngoai don di cho khac, ma bj
thuong va Ding thi tron chui tron nhui,
suyt bi bat tr6i xuéng ham choén. Ca chu
Dtc cung..

— Chu Ptic chét roi...

— Ho x4u day kém vao long ban tay
chu Duc kéo di. Chac chua riia xuong
dudi cac ham xdc roi. Con diéu nay nia,
di khong ngd dau, cha bric yéu Ayako
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lam, chau biét, nhung Ayako thi khong.
Chu néi, vi da qua tudi réi nén khong
thé dim doi Akayo vao doi chu, néu con
tré chu du stc d€ bo tién ra cho mu ay va
cudi nang. Co ¢ biét tai sao chu ay ciing
giau ma khong ctiu gia dinh Ayako? Mu
dan ba ghé gém lam. Dau chu Dtc c¢6 bo
tién ra, mu ta cling ép co ta lay 6ng nha
giau dé€ ruc ria khoan khac, néu chinh
chu buc khong cuédi duge Ayako.

Buoi t6i cling toi tam va budn phién
nhu can phong t6i noi nha tro t6i da co
bo di mot vai gid cudi cung trudc khi doi
Nhat, mai mai khong bao gié con mudn
trd lai mot lan trong doi.

Rugu cat tiéng noi lting khiing budn
ba thay 16i Ding:

— Di biét, chdau va c6 ban cung déu
di tim Ayako, nhiing Ding la mot ké vo
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tam, tlU nhiéu nam, va lac dd, khong biét
gi hét, nhung c6 ban thi rd tit ca moi
diéu xdy téi cho gia dinh Ayako. Ky han
lay 6ng nha giau kia cung thdi gian hen
gap lai chau, nén chau khong qua, Ayako
phai chiu dung su thuc bach di doi cta
ba me va 6ng nha giau.

— Thé 6ng cha khong lam gi dugc

c’iu con sao.

~ Ong ta budn rdu, dau va chét. Ong
ta von yéu phoi tu trudc ma, vi ham vé
qud, ngay dém... dng ta ndi sé vé bang
ca doi song minh lai dugc ca Nhat Ban
cua mot thai xua da mat. Va qua ong ta,
Nhat Ban xua kia sé con lai, mai hoai.
bung ngay cudi. Ayako tron vé dau dudi
Kyoto, tim thang anh lam an cuép.

Thang anh bi truy na td lau, va da
bi bat may tuan lé trudc khi Ayako tdi.
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Dé€ trén ba me va lao nha giau, nang &
tro lai ngay sao huyét ctia bon dan em
tén cudp da bi bat. Ban dau tui né con
va tu té giup d&d cho nang tim viéc lam
dang hoang. Chi la ké ctia tui nd. Chung
am muu chi nang t6i nhiing cho6 chung
da dédn trudc la nén chdi tii nang bat cu
xin viéc gi. Cuoi cung, khong xong, nang
mugn tién cua tui nd lam von ban qua
vat. Muogn tién tui no thi ké nhu tiéu doi
roi, nhung nang khong thé lam gi khac
hon dé nuoi miéng. Co6 ban nodi, Ayako
mudn tim gap Diing nhung khong ddm
trd vé Tokyo s¢ gap lai ba me, thanh thi
quanh quin & Osaka.

— Vo ly, thiéu gi viéc lam cho mot
ngudi con gai, bo cd ta xau xi lam sao.

— Lao nha giau mé, chu bBtic mé, ban
be nta, ai ciing mé Ayako ca thi di biét
la nang dep thé nao. Vay méi nguy véi
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tui cudp, nhung di tuéng kiém viéc dé
dang lam sao. Do, nhiing tén ban bi thu
va viét nguyén ti quanh cic cua trung
tdm bach hoda kia, nhiing thiang ban bdo
va hang rao inh 6éi kia, nhiing c6 ding
trong thang mdy dep nhu bup bé kia dé
bam nut lén 1én xudng xudng cho khach,
nhiing ngudi ban hang trong cac cua tap
héa, nhiing tén bdi ban trang tréo sach
sé€ chay lang xang, va niia hai cdi c6 xinh
dep ding xay qua xay vé€ trén san khau
lac nay, di biét ho la gi khong, toan sinh
vién hodc gi gi khd hon do. Ca mot gia
dinh, ai cing phai kiém an, du cach, ngay
va dém, mdi du tién budc 1én cdi xe kia,
chiéc tau kia, mua mdt vai thic can dung
trong nhiing hang bach hda do s¢ kia...
Tri nhiing nha giau ngat ngudi, thi hang
thudng & day, chi c6 cach la dung song
trong sach mai khoi déi.
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— Di tudng xa hdi nao bay gid ciing
thé.

— Khi vé, roi di sé thay Viét nam la
noi dé thuong va tuong doi con sach sé
nhat, chinh may ngudi di ra déu néi nhu
Vay.

So nhu vay, Viét Nam la noi sach
sé dé thuong nhat, thi thé gidi con la
may tang dia nguc am tham sau kia hau
trudng cua nhiing man kich xa hoa.

— Thé rdi Ayako cua chdu ra sao.

— Doi vi khong ban dugc nhiing thu
hang vit d6. Cang phai chai san lam méi
1an 16i dugc véi giGi budn ban vat, khong
thi nhuc nha thudng xuyén. Ayako thtia
huéng tinh than ctia 6ng cha, nhu mot
canh hoa trang, lam thé nao chiu dung
ndi nhiing va cham cta giéi luu manh
nhiéu mat doé.
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— Kho dén thé, tit nhién co ta phai
nghi t6i luc that thé hon va sa chén, tha
ve tim lai ngudi me, 1y 6ng nha giau.

— Di lai xt nhu vay sao.

— Di thac mac, tai sao 0 ta lai quyét
liét khong lay 6ng nha giau.

— CO ban noi, 1a vi chau. Diéu dé
khong c6 gi chac chan ca, va cling khong
c6 nghia gi niia hét. Cudi cung roi cd
ta tr¢ vé véi tui cudp, va dén luc do thi
bon ching mdi ra tay, tré mat, lia con
mdi ngon vao bay. Tay chin dan em
cta thang tudng cudp bi bat cd nhiéu 6.
Danh bac. An cudp. Budén ban lau moi
thi cam. Va phan con lai, tat nhién 1a
mot 10 ngudi. Chung bat Ayako vao con
dudng cing ma ngudi con gai that thé
daéi khat thudng di. Ayako chdng lai, tim
cach bé tron. Nang di tim gap co ban,
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nhd nhan gium ba me, diing budc nang
phai 14y ngui dan 6ng kia ntia va dé cho
nang vé lai v6i ba. Nhung ba ta da nhu
mot ngudi ntia tang nua dién vi hoi han
va khong biét gi niia hét sau cdi chét cua
ngudi chong. Biét nang nhan ngudi nha
t6i cuiu, bon chung dua nang t6i mot dia
diém khac, xa hon, cat luén gan chan
nang, va hanh hung, rach mit nang, doa
néu con lién lac d€ nha chuc trach khui
ra cho ctia tui chung lam an, Ayako sé bi
gi€t ludn. Tl d6 ching bat nang lam moi
viéc trong nha chia nhu t6i moi. Co6 ban
cta Ayako, lan mo theo dau, tim dugc
tung tich nang, bdo cho nha chtc trach.
Ca bon bi tdm. Nhung Ayako thi tron
mat tu do. Theo 161 khai ctia mu chu thi
nang hinh nhu chiu dung moi cyc hinh,
khong phan doéi gi hét. Nhu mudn ty tt.
Viay ma hom nhd co ban di tim ba me,
nang noi, trudc khi ty td, tao phai gap
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lai Ding mot 1an da, nhuc nhan céch gi
ciing dugc, tao phai gip lai Diing mot
lan.

— Nay di, gap lai mdt lan la mot diéu
can thiét song chét nhu thé sao.

— Chéng lé Dling con tré con dén véy.
Hodc la Diing khong c6 trai tim. Tu dé
Ding khong nghe tin ttic gi cua Ayako
sa0.

— Ding thi nghi nang da chét, vi ddi,
budn, tat nguyén. Khong phai vi ty tu.
Ding tin la nang khong tu ti. Thinh
thoang nhd t6i Ayako, Diing budn buon.
Nhung r6i quén di ngay. Ding té thé,
khong muon nhé lau mot chuyén gi
budn.
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Khong han la nuée Nhat diang chén
dén thé, chi tai minh khong may, gap va
nghe nhiing diéu cing khong may, toi
nghi nhu vay khi ra khoi phong tra, di

tim mot xe taxi d€ trd vé nha.

Phai di b¢ lai dang nay di, dau tién thi
Diing ndi thé. Va tdi c¢d budc nhanh dé
theo kip ddm dong rao rao qua lai xung
quanh. Pa gia ntia dém va khu pho én
choi da bat dau nhép cudc, hay dang mo
toang nhiing canh ctia bi 4n va tran trui
cta no. bén cuodi dudng, t6i ngung lai
vay mot taxi trong. Khong phai mot ma
nhiéu chiéc taxi trong chay téi, vut qua,
khong diing lai. Dling néi phai t6i dang
kia va sap hang cho. Con dudng cang luc
cang dong. Ngudi ti nhiing nha nao méi
mad ctia dém tim téi, ti nhiing quan dn,
nhiing nha hang, nhiing tiém nhay do
x0 ra, ngdp lut. Bién nguoi di dong chdm
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chap, nhu mot dam sau ky di, ndng néc
mui rugu, nudc hoa, va ma hoilan thuoc
14 tao thanh mot khong khi ndng nic,
tanh tudi mudn ndon mua. Nhiing loat
dén mau sang chdi da tat dan di, nhudng
cho cho 16ng deén, trén cao dudi thap
16p 16p hang hang lang ldng nhu nhiing
bup hoa mau hong sang duéi gio, dém
goi mdi pho phat. Nhiing ddm ngudi di
ngugc chiéu tr6 mat nhin chiéc o dai
Viét Nam lac long. Toi di, nhanh nhanh
dan cho dén khi cam thdy phai chay dé
kip ddam dong cung chiéu va thoat khoi
ddam dong ngugc chiéu.

Hét mot quang dudng nay, dén mot
quang dudng khac, tdi chay, mai miét,
quén ca hai ban chan dau nhu trong doi
giay cao, tudng chiing nhu mot rung
nguoi voi tat cd nhiing mui tanh tudi
nong ndc kia, nhiing khuén mat da nhan
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nheo con trat day son phan ctia bon gai
gia, nhiing xiém do ryc rd va nhan nham,
x0c xach, nhiing chiéc vay ngan 1én gan
bung, nhiing khodn nguc tran tro trdo,
nhiing tiéng cudi hing hac kho khan,
va dau do, gitia tiéng 6n ao lao xao cla
cudc choi dém, mot vai tiéng khoc bat
lén, tru tréo, nic nd, nhu dua ma mot
ngudi mai chét. Cai ddm dong kia, con
nudc 1t day rac rudi va bun lay kia, chao
chong, lai qua quanh t6i, nhu khong bao
gio tan bién, khong bao gi¢ cham dut,
cai vang ndi 1énh bénh ghé gém cua noi
ddc dugc phu thuy dang s6i kia, hinh anh
khu an choi ctia Nhat Ban vé dém, bai
hoai, hau truéng ctia mét nén van minh
hao nhodng san khau, cua nhiing tién
bd cap bach bé ngoai. Nhiing tiéng cudi
dudi theo, nhiing tiéng khoc dudi theo.
Ho khong dang cudi hay dang khéc. Ho
dang chim lim trong mot trang thai meé
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man ky di, nhiing biéu 16 phong ra tui vo
thic. Ho khong phan biét gi nita hét. Ho
bdu viu vao nhau, ruc ria va tan pha nhau
duéi dém md mit t6i, dusi nhitng ngon
dén long nhan ching 4&m tham va t6i 16i
trong khi trén cao, xa tit, con 16 mo mot
khoang troi sao trong vat da thuoc vé
qua khu cuta loai nguoi.

— Di sg khong?

— Cdi gi, Dung.

— Bon ngudi xung quanh.
— C6. Ghé khiép qua.

— Cho nay con hién do di.

Bon ngudi nay da bién thanh quy
ma duéi dia nguc, bién ca con dudng di
thanh phong kin riéng tu, t6i nghi tham
va niin thd, chay nhanh hon.
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Mai rdi cling t6i cho cho taxi. Hang
tram nguoi ding bén b dudong, sap hang
mot di vao lan can sat d€ cho phién goi
taxi trong. Bay gid phai chd xong hang
trdm ngudi kia méi t6i lugt minh. Néu
muon goi tat ngoai hang cha kia, di phai
tra gap doi, hodc gap ba la thudng. Mot
quang dudng, tu nha tro ra phd mat bay
trdm, bay gio gap ba, hon hai ngan. Toi
noi, Diing, bao nhiéu cling dugc, tach
khoi hang ngudi dgi xe goi riéng mot
chiéc, mién 1a vé dugc nha sém phut
nao hay phut d6. Diing noéi, nhiéu ngudsi
doi khong dugc xe, hodc c6 ma khong xe
nao chiu di, nam ngoai dudng cho

[thi€u trang 92 va 93]
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tiéng, that thanh. Dudi troi sao khuya
khoat, hai mat ngudi an xin han mé 16n,
di doi, cam hon, nhung ngan ngo, moéng
lung mot néi vui mling ngat ngu ky di.
Diing ding nhu tréi trong trén cau, hai
tay muoi ngédn xoe ra trén khuoén mat
do ban ctia ngudi an may. Roi thi, trong
chép mat, ngudi an may oan nguoi trén
mat cau, nhu mot con coc nhady ngugc,
chong hai tay thoan thoat lui lai sat thanh
cau, bat ngd du lén, budng tay. Ding
phéng minh ra thanh cau, chup hut
xudng khoang khong to6i tam phia dudi
va thét lén that thanh: Ayako, Ayako...

Bon ngudi ma quai da lén t6i gitia
cau. Nghe tiéng kéu, ho ding dung lai,
chi cho, ndi cudi ngdt nghéo, ngudi nay
dya vao nguoi kia, ngd nghiéng, dinh
chum vao nhau thanh moét dam sau bo
lay quay gitia khodng khong md& mit.
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Toi bang minh chay mai miét vé
phia bén kia cau dung lai chd Diing. Bon
nguoi ding lai do, véi Ding bo pho kéu
goi xuéng dong nudc sau, im lang, véi
ddam an may vuon tay niu 4o kéu van rén
ri, nhu da bién thanh mot chat déo, gan
lién vao chiéc cau cong. Nhu ho khong
bao gio qua cau, khong bao gio tim thay
bén bd bén kia song, d€ mudn dsi ding
dé soi béng dang minh dudi kia dong
nudc duc.

Nguyén Thi Hodng









