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Nha van Lan Khai
(1906 — 1945)
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Lan Khai (24 thang 6 ndm 1906 -
1945).

Trong lich st van hoc hién dai Viét
Nam trudc nam 1945, Lan Khai duoc
xem la mot cay but sung man, mot nha
van “dudng riing” sang gia. Du & thé loai
nao ngoi bat cta 6ng van thuyét phuc
dugc cdm tinh va ly tinh cua doc gia.
bac sac nhat van 1a & linh vuc sang tac
hién thuc v€ doi séng mién nui.

Moi cac ban doc Tiéu thuyét lich
sti: Chiéc Ngai Vang.
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Chuong 1

K inh d6 Thang Long ngu say mé
ét dudi anh nang trua hé; pho
phudng vang tanh, yén lang ...

Trong Tu Cam thanh, vugt khoi
ngon tuong da ong sau nau sam, nho
1én khoang khong trong vat, nhiing dao,
gudt chénh vénh, nhiing long, phuing
von nhau trén nhiing ndc lau nang triu.

Mot vai hang cau thing tudt; diing
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im nhu nhiing quat va khong 16 dang
che bong xuéng mdt gidc mo vuong gia.

Noi d6 hoi phon hoa, luc dy, chi con
su diu hiu, anh sang, tiéng oanh vang
lanh lanh chen lan tiéng ve sau. Hay;,
ve phia Ngo mon, tiéng don ca thinh
thoang rung dong bau khong khi gion
tan. Vang qua may I6p cdy ram, tudng
day, khuc am nhac nghe la lung, huyén
bi ...

Mot vai dda trong bon nd 1¢ Cham,
dang quay nudc ngoai pho vang, dling
budc lang nghe, quén bang su qud phat
va anh nang chay da. La vi, nhiing tiéng
oan than ay goi ra trong long ké dau kho
biét bao tinh nhé nudc thuong qué va
lam séng lai trong tri nhé ho bao canh
chia lia doan tuyét ...
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Nhung, 4m nhac kia tit dau vang lai,
gitia khi cd mot thanh dang mé mét dudi
nang trua he?

Ta, néu muoén tim, phai vao Ngo
mon, lan theo con dudng quanh co dudi
béng liéu, tién vao nga Phugng Hoang
lau.

Ctia cung nhin ra mot bai dit phang
rong, cd xanh dai nang khong bgn chat
béng ram, Dai tuong da, an hién dudi
16p déy leo hoa ng, nhu cang mot doan
gam dai.

Mot cai Khai Hoan mon sling siing
trén bon cot dong, bién son pho nét chii

vang chdi loi.

Qua cong 16n la mot céi san lat gach
bat trang v6i nhiing voi, ngua da, bay
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song song dudi hai hang cay dai khuc
khuyu, luc liéu thuét tha. Gitia sén, mot
cai bé can, nhiing khém thugc dugc,
mau don, thach lyu, tra mi dua vé tham
tuoi trén nén la biéc. Vai con hac gay,
ngdn ngo nhu dang nhé tiéc nhiing
ngay tu do ngoai khoang rong ...

Khoi san, téi thém dién chinh, hai
bén c6 doi rong da nim chiu. Gita
khoang cdt son ruc 18, nhiing canh réem
xanh budng ru, loc vao phia trong mot
thu anh sang ém dém.

Trong tham cung u tinh, mdét chiéc
long sang ké ap vach, hai cdnh man hong
vat gon, 16 ra mot thiéu nii mo mang.

Trudc giudng dé€ mot an son, trén
bay lo hoa quy tham do, mot tdm guong
dong béng 1ong, miy tap cd thi véi mot
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dinh tram nha khoi ...

Thiéu nt, tudi xudn méi doi tam lan
mai nd, guong mdt buon ém ai dugm
anh m¢& xanh. Cdp mat nang to, den
quang, nhin say dam nhu mai theo cai
anh tuong my miéu. Miéng nho; lan moi
tham rau rau hé méd trudc hang rang
ngoc, phang phat mdt bong hoa tan héo
trugc thoi pho nhuy. C6 nang cao, tron
va trang nhu cuéng hué.

Nang doéi chiéc ma hinh phugng bay;,
hai canh dp xuong thdi duong, nhiing
16ng duoi dat ngoc xoe lai phia sau gay,
mo phugng chau ra trudc tran, ngam tua
vang. Hai mén tédc mai budng x6a noi
han do6i go md hoi cao, thém cho dung
mao nang mat vét buong rat dep.
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Nhiing nép 4o vang diém daa, mém
mai nhu dem mui xa huong G dp cho than
thé nang yéu kiéu thanh quy. Hai chéan
nang di giay théu, dé nhe trén ky bach
dan. Do6i vong tay, trong canh phong tra-
nh t6i tranh sang, 1ap lanh nhu hai manh
mat troi.

Gan bén Chiéu Thanh Cong chua, -
tén thi€u n - moét cung nhan ngdi x€ép
gip trén chiéc ném hoa, trugc mat dé
ngang cdy thap luc huyén. Cung nhan
don khuc:

“Nhat da tuong tu”, dem cd moi sau
xuan u uat chuyén sang mudi sau doan
to dong. Lam khi, d€ gay nhiing tiéng
tai tinh ddc biét, cung nhan phai la han
minh ra phia trudc, nhu mudn boi trén
nhiing lan séng du duong ...
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Cong chta ho hiing lang nghe. Ky
thuc, tdm long to nhip theo diéu don say
dam ma khi khoan khi nhdt, ldc béng lic
chim ... Chéc choc, nang nhe buong mét
tiéng thd dai thi, sau 16p mi nhung, lai
thay chdp chdén ngan 1é.

Tiéng don moi lic mdt ndng nan,
don dap, chiia day nhiing mong doi, nhé
nhung ...

Thét nhién, Cong chuda lac dau, ra
hiéu. Cung nhan v0i ddt nhe hai ban tay
thap but 1én mudi sau dudng day. Khuc
don im bat; trong bau khong khi thoang
huong trAm, chi con hoi ving vang tiéng
to thua.

— Thi nit, nguci khéo dodn biét tam
su cta tay hay sao ma khtc tuong tu no
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khién ta nham tudng chinh long ta 1én
tiéng oan than?

N nhac, giat minh, ngo ngén sg.

— Ta budn, budn lam; thoéi nguoi
diing gay khuc gheo long ta niia!

— Tau Duc Ba, ké toi doi so v, cui xin
D1ic Ba van xa cho.

Chiéu Thanh Coéng chua thé dai:

— Phai, ta ciing biét “Nhat da tuong
tu” la khuc ta va nghe. Nhung ... hinh
nhu hom nay ta méi nhan rd day 1a mot
khuc giét nguoi ...

Poan chting Cong chua mudn giai

bay tam sy, thi nii ngot ngao tau:

— Chang hay duyén c¢ sy thay déi
ay tu dau? Diic Ba, hién nay, xuan xanh
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duong do, nhan sac tuyét tran, Dtic Balai
vuia noi ngoi Ly Triéu Thién Tu, cam dau
van vo tram quan. DPén vang, dién ngoc,
ndm thang tiéu dao: nam, bac, dong, tay,
bon phuong chiéu cling su, sang quy
thuc khong con ai hon nita. Bic Thugng
hoang tuy xuat gia dau Phat, nhung ctia
Khong chang phai xa x6i ngan dam, Dic
Ba ¢6 thé sém viéng chiéu thim. Con
nhiing quan qudéc trong su thi da cé
quan Dbién Tién Chi Huy St Tran Thu
bo trong coi, Dtic Ba ¢ thé yén long
dugc ...

Cong chua lac dau:

— Thugng hoang con khang kién, ta
khong lo gi. Quyén thé, giau sang, tudi
xuan sac dep ta cd ca, nhung ... néu long
ta con phai ao udc thi hanh phuc cua ta
sao da goi dugc la hoan toan? ...
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Ngac nhién, thé ni hoi:

— Ptic Ba chi phan ra mot 16i, thién
ha c6 thé thai binh hay dai loan ngay ttic
khac. Vay 1é nao ngudi udc ao mot sy gi
ma lai chiang dugc viia long?

Cong chua lac déu, to y buc minh vi
tri hiéu biét ctia tén cung nd tam thudng
qud. Nang hé moi toan nodi, nhung nang
bong diling phat day, tién ra gan ctia so.

Thi nt vdi cudén rem chau. Ca mot
khoang cao rong md ra, bat ngat, sang
stia, ruc rd va yén lang ...

Anh sdng ia vao tham cung, cong
chtia cang long lay nhu tién. Vé xuin
tuoi in trén cadp moi tham, luc ay, tuy
vang han nu cudi, diém trén hai ma
phét hong phu lan to min nhu vé dao
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non, l4p lanh trong khoe mat den trong
sudt.

Cong chua ldng yén nhin ra viion
ngy uyén hén hd tram mau, nhin nhiing
chom céy to trang 16p anh vang chéi loi,
va nghe nhiing tiéng chim hdét ve ngam
... Xa xa v€ phia chan trdi, trén nén may
trang dun cao nhu nhiing ngon tuyét
son lap lanh, bédng nhan 1€ loi bay ...

Quay lai, nang tré bao cung nhan:

— Nguoi hay xem, ciing nhu chiéc
nhan ven trdi, long ta lic nay dang gang
bay tim mot 4o mong. Drt 16i sic mat
nang bong nhuém vé hoa dao.

Va, lang yén mot 1at, Cong chua lai

noi:
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— Cung nhan, Tran Canh sao hién
gi® chua thdy vao cung?

— Tau buc Ba, Tran lang vang 1énh
quan Chi Huy St sai di c6 viéc quan
trong.

— Di hoi nao?
— Tt chiéu qua.
- D¢ bao gié méi vé?

— Chung con nghe ndéi Tran lang phai
di xa lam, con ngay chang vé thi chua ai
dugc ro.

Mot vé thoang qua trong cdp mat
Cong chua. Nang khé trach tham:

— Van vo tram quan, sao Tudéng quoc
chang sai ngudi khac di! ...
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ROi, sau moét tiéng tho dai, nang
thung thinh quay vao ngoi truéc an son.
Nang goi lay nghién but doan truyén
cung nhan tam lui.

Hoéi lau, khi quanh minh da vang vé,
khong sg ai thoc mdach niém riéng nia.
Cong chta ng6i thing day, trai t& hoa
tién ra mat long an va cat but dé tho:

Tham cung lanh léo, mot minh em.
Tudng nhd lang quan, da tham phién.
Cdt but dé tho, tho ggi nhd.

Ngd minh nghe nhac, nhac sdu thém!

Nang viét luén bén cau ham tam
chti, moi chi 1a mot tiéng goi thiét tha
cua ai tinh. Ngting but, Cong chua bang
khuang nhin buc khan théu d& dé canh
binh hoa; nang thég dai lai viét:
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Giét sdu, gid dén chi cung kim.

Chi rdi, kim hoen, tranh noi niém.

Biic vé uyén vong théu chua tron.

Bong dau kim gay, chdi tim em.

bén day, cd tam hon Cong chuia rung
dong nhu mot cay don. Ngon but nhu
say sua thodn thoat ghi nhting 16i au yém
nao nung trén mat giay:

Cuobn rém, xa ngam rang mdy chiéu.

Béng nhan in hinh, méi mat theo.

Ngan ddam chang di, chim co thdy.

Cho ta gui vot chut tinh yéu ...

Nang ddt but, ngam lai bai tho ...
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Nhiing 16i ém di du duong cang kh-
ién cho mdéi u tinh thém nung nau. Ngang
dau, Cong chua nhin bang khuang hinh
anh mdt chang thiéu nién anh tuén, moi
lac mot hién ré trudc mit tuong tu ...
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Chuong 2

%u’a lan can “Nhao Thuy” dinh
xay gitia ho ban nguyét, Tran
Thai hau ling ngam vang trang thip
thodng bén kia rdng c6 tung ...

Canh dém he xanh phét, diu dang,
dam am, - trén trdi tinh ta lap lanh, duéi
dat lta dom lap loe trong cum truc gian
hoa. Muén nghi tiéng ve cling ngam
khuc ai an nong tham ...
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Cay cé trong vudn, ban ngay ruc r&
nhu thé, lac dy, chi con la nhiing dam
dem siu thdm, noi ky théc cdi hon bi mat
ctia dém thanh.

Khong khi ngao ngat huong thom,
bdc lén tu nghin van béng hoa 4n khuat

Mit trang 1én cao, chiéu thang xuéng
day lan can da. Nho vay, ta ¢6 thé nhan
16 Thai hau la mot ngudi dan ba cao 16n,
day da, khuon mat tron, hai mat sang,
mai téc con xanh, long xuan chua nhat
phai nhung dung nhan luc nao cling
dot, chan chudng.

La vi, ti khi Hué Ton bd ngoi di tu,
Thai hau da tré nén ngudi qua phu da
sau. Cugc doi nhat nhéo chon tham cung
vdi cdi danh hiéu qua ton nghiém né trai
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han v6i linh hén con tré trung cta Théi
hédu, tdim linh hon nhu dét bang nhiing
mong dep cua tinh yéu.

Bi giam ham vao canh chét trudc khi
chét, Thai hau thuong 0 dot nhu chim
1ong.

Nhin thiang ngay qua, ching khac
bong hoa riia dan tling canh, Thai hau
khong con mong dgi gi nita hay, né6i cho
dung, luc nao cling mong doi mot sy phi
thudng.

Nhiéu phen, ca cdi khi luc trong
ngudi Thai hiu noi phan 1én véi su co
don ép udng. Nhung lan song kinh, rut
lai, danh chiu tan nat truéc nhiing tang
da lé nghi. Su uét tc cang to, cai trd luc
cang viing thi sy sdu khd cang ning né.
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Thai hau tha dai, ngat miy bong hoa
tha xuéng mat ho, nhin mo mong anh
trang tan ...

Gitia luc ay, mot bong ngudng bong
xuat hién gan bén Thai hau, khong biét
1én dén tu bao gio.

— Thai hau thudng trang mot minh,
sao ich ky thé?

Giat minh quay lai, Thai hau khé kéu:

— A! Tudng cong! Ching hay ngudi

Tha Do tra 1oi:

— Toi vao da lau, nhung khong 1én
tiéng vi toi muon bat chgp Thai hau gita
lic mo mang. Con gi dep bang mdt ba
Hoang hau budn tinh!
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Thai hau bén lén nhin quanh; hai tén
cung nd da lang dau mat ca. Thu B¢ hiéu
y:

— Chung né di roi. Cang hay! Toi
mudn noéi chuyén riéng véi Hau.

Cach xung ho khéu goi ay cang lam
cho Thdi hau ngay ngat. Tuy 1a chi em,
Thai hau, trudc sy khéu goi cua Tha D9,
cam thay minh chi la mot ngudi dan ba.

— Tudng cong cé chuyén gi bi mat
thé?

— Chuyén Ly Chiéu Hoang.
— Lam sao?

— Hau doc céi nay xong roi toi sé ké
cho ma nghe.
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Thai hau tiép lay manh hoa tién, gio
ra anh trang, khé doc ...

— Bai tho tuong tu nay cta ...
— Chiéu Hoang.

- O! Chiéu Hoang yéu ai vy?
— Tran Canh.

Thai hau ngan ngo:

— Lai ¢6 chuyén ay sao?

— Hau lay lam la a? Trai gai dén thi,
nao ai la go da?

Théi hau cti nhin mat ho, im lang ...

Tht Do 1an khan:
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— Ngudi ta nao phdi gidong vo tinh,
phai khong Hau?

Thai hau dap ciu hodi bang cap mat
long lanh v6i mot nu cudi. Xung quanh
tiéng ve cang xO6n xao, mui hoa cang
tham thia.

Thai hiu thiy c6 hong nhu that lai,
hai thdi duong dap manh, trdi tim boi
hoéi. Tha Do nhin Thdi hdu moét cach say
sua:

— Chuing n6 yéu nhau, dau duoi chi
tai toi ca.

— Tudng cong noi gi, téi khong hiéu

— Toi dua Tran Canh vao cung dé
han dugc gan gui luon véi Chiéu Hoang.
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Pén khi ltta gan rom bén, t6i cam
tiét khong cho Tran Canh vao chau niia,
tht long c6 gdi ho Ly xem sao thi qua
nhién chim khon da mac luéi hong?

— Ro6i Chiéu Hoang gtii cho Tran
Canh khuc tuong tu nay?

— Khoéng. Con géi hay gid y td lam,
nhat la mot ba Cong chua.

— Thé bai nay, Tuéng cong? ...

— Toéi bao thi ni lay trom ctia Chiéu
Hoang, sao lay con ban chinh thi tra lai
cho cti d€ han khdi ngd vuc.

— Tuéng cong dinh thé nao?

— Toi sé dung bai tho cua Chiéu

Hoang lam sgi to hong xe hai tré véi
nhau.
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Khi Chiéu Hoang da ha gia, tat phai
nhuong ngoi cho chong, cho Tran Cénh,
chdu chung ta! ....

— Nghia 1a ta sé cuép ngoi nha Ly
mot cach ém ai?

— Chu gi!
— Toi e Triéu dinh van vo ...

— Thay ké chung né. Nguoi ta lay
chong, nguoi ta nhudng ngoi cho chong,
tu nhién lam.

— Van biét mat ngoai nhu thé, song
con chd dung y cua Tudng cong, khai
sao c6 ngudi hiéu ro.

~ C6 hiéu r6 cing chang dda nao
dam hé rang. Thién ha la ctia chung, ai
khoén thi dugc, chang phai riéng gi ho Ly.
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— Cai ay tuy Tudng cong thoi, toi thi

— Phai, Hau thi chi la mdt ngudi dan
ba dang ao udc them thuodng ...

Thu Do viia ndi viia tién sat lai gan
Thai hau. Rat cdm dong, nhiing van hinh
nhu sugng sung. Thai hau lui lai phia
sau.

Thta Do cam lay tay va kéo Thai hau
vao long. Hai mdt giap nhau, hai hoi tho
ndng nan phalan ...

— Héu nhi, tt khi Hué Ton di & chua,
Hau mot minh trong chon tham cung

lanh 1€o, chdc bu6n riu ldm?

Thai hau trd 161 nhu moét cdi may:
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— Véang, buon lam! .... Cudc dsi nhat
nhéo vo cung! ...

— Thoi, Hau c6 nén it lau. Khi Tran
Canh dalam vua, ta sé lam thdi su Trugng
phu, bay gid sé don Hau sang huéng pha
dé cung chung phu quy, cung hudng ai
an, vui suéng biét chiing nao!

Cai tuong lai tot dep, ma Thu Do
phac hoa ra bang may 16i ém 4i no khién
cho Thai hau dau long:

— Khong thé! ....

— Khong thé sao dugc! ....

— Chung ta khong c6 quyén lay nhau!

— Tai sao?
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— Tai phong tuc, tai 1€ nghi ...

— Hao huyén ca!

— Lai con tia mat thién ha ....

— Thién ha! Néu cu s¢ thién ha mai
thi ngudi ta con mong gi dugc thda chinh
minh. Ta hién nay cam dau mudn dan,
noi ra la phap ludt, con sg gi nhiing tiéng
nho to ctia phudng chudt bo. Ching noi
gi mai kia ta lay nhau, ngay hién thoi,
néu Hau ung, ta sé dém dém vao cung
ban bé cung Hau, 14y an ai chong véi noi
lanh 1€o can trudng.

— O! Khong! ... Diing lam thé, toi
van! ...

Thta D6 ngd minh vao Théi hau. Vang
trang khuit lan sau may. Trong canh 16
md ngao ngat thom tho cua vudn ngu
uyén, hai ngudi cung nhu ngéiy ngat vi
cai toi ac gém ghé nhung ém 4ai, nhung
say sua ...
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Mot chiéc den long tu ctia vidn tién
vao. Hai ngudi phdi r&i xa nhau maiy
budc, chd. Thi nt bam:

— Phia ngoai c6 mot vién tudéng tu
Quy pht sang day bdo viéc co mat.

Tha D¢ giat minh, dodn c6 sy la, voi
truyén:

— Cho vao.

Vién tuéng no chiing méi phong
ngua tu xa dén vi, duéi anh den, khudn
mdt U6t ddm nhiing mo6 hoéi, ma giap x6

léch.

Quy xudng lam 1é Thai hau xong,
tudng 4y quay lai, ndi:

— Bdm Tudng cong, Tran thu Hong
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Chau Doan Thugng hién da kép cd lam
phan, ty xunglam Dong Hai Vuong. Han
phao ngon sé dem quén vé kinh tng ho
nha Ly.

Thai hau that sac nhin em.

Thu D¢ van diém tinh, tuy trong
khoe mat chang thoang qua mét tia lua
hon gian:

— A! Quan nay gidi! Chau chiu toan
da xe! Dugc, cho nguoi hay lui.

Thai hau hoi:
— Poan Thugng nao? Cé phai vién

thugng tuéng cua Hué Ton, van ndi danh
l1a Hang Vo nu&c Nam?
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— Chinh phai. Han ta qué & lang
Hong Nhi, huyén Dudng Hao tinh Hai
Duong, von c6 stic khoe vo dich. Moi
khi lam tran, han chi mot dao mdt ngua,
tung hoanh nhu vao ch6 vang nguai.

— Néu vay thi dang ngai lam!

Thu D6 vuodt rau, cudi:

— Nhung lam qudi gi nhiing d6 hiiu
diing vd6 muu ay! Ta chi dung mdt meo
nho cling xong.

— Chic dau chi mot minh Doan
Thugng lam phan. Trung than ctia nha
Ly thiéu gi.

— Khong can. Ta bat chap hét! ...

Nghi ngoi mot lat, Thu Do két ludn:
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— Nhung, co sy da thé nay, ta khong
mau cudp ng6i nha Ly khong xong.
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Chuong 3

gué’i toi hom do, canh ho Lang
Bac ruc r& khdc thuong.
Nguoi ta ¢6 thé ndi la mot cudc da hoi
than tién hay mét canh mong 4o cta
tudng tugng.

Sudt quanh bd ho, tu con duodng
Co Ngu qua lang Yén Thai vong lai phia
chuia Ba Panh, cti ndm trudc lai mot tén
Ngu lam, tay phai cap gido, tay trai gio
cao mdt chiéc den 16ng do.
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Ngay cta chua Tran Qudc trong
xuong, nha thuy ta két bang hoa ciing
sang ruc nhu mat toa lau dai két ngoc
da quang. Hang van chiéc dén phao lénh
bénh trén mdt song.

Dudi dat thi thé, trén tréi thém trdng
sao vang vac, gié mat dua huong ...

Nhan dan nd ntc di xem, bat ngan
ca trén bo. Ai ndy tr6 mat nhin nhu nhin
mot hién tugng la. Ma, thuc thé, c6 lai
chua ai thay mot cudc chuong dang nao
16ng lay nhu cudc chuong dang hom Ay.

La hon [a n6 khong nham ngay tét
nao cua dan chang, ciing khong trung
vao moOt khach dién nao cta Triéu dinh.
Cu theo gidy stc ctia phu Binh Chuong
Quan Quoc Su Vu thi cudc vui nay cot
dé miing su thai binh trong nudc, tu
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khi Ly Chiéu Hoang lén ngéi. Nhung,
su thai binh ma cac nha duong chtic co
biéu duong, ca tung kia, quan ching rat
lay 1am ngo. Tin don vé cudc khoi bién
ctia Dong Hai Vuong cung cdi da tam
Tran Tht D6 muoén thoan ngoi nha Ly
hang ngay ching van lam cho nhan tim
phai xao xuyén d6 ru? Du vay, nhiing
cudc vui bao gio cting van la s thich cua
déan chung hiéu ky. Nguoi ta hay gac moi
chuyén quan trong ra, kéo nhau di xem
da, di dé tim lay mot chut tung bling cho
cudc doi té ngat, di dé kiém lay it cam
gidc tan ky.

... Bdng, ving vang tli phia song To
Lich dua lai, tiéng bat &m moi luc mot

gan. Roi, mot doan ba con rong ltia sting
sting ti€én vao ho Lang Bac ...

Mot tiéng phdo hiéu ... Chiing hai
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tram chién thuyén, ti trudc van nip
trong cac bong cay ram ven ho, nhat thoi
ua ra don gia. Nhiing tiéng ho “van tué”
vang vao trong bo, lay sang bach tinh,
am am nhu sam day ...

Chién thuyén giat ra lam hai canh,
kém ba con héa long tién lai nha thuy ta.
Ba quan tau khiac Quan Thiéu.

Khi thuyén rong 4p man, Chiéu
Thanh Cong chua (tic Ly Chiéu Hoang),
van toan sac trang, tha thudt 1én 1au. Bon
tén cung nii xim quanh bung cac ngu
dung va gdnh nhiing d6i lu tram tda khoi
thom tho ...

Tran Tha D9, mdc dai nhung trang,
tién lén sau roi dén may vi lao thanh vin
vO. Nha nhac ct khac Thai binh, Tran
bao hoan ho lai vang liing bon phia ...
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Nghe giong kim sang sang, ngudi ta
nhén ra rang hai doi thty binh kia déu la
cung ni trd hinh.

Tiéng nha nhac, tiéng hoan ho viia
dat, Tha D¢ truyén phat ong 1énh. Ttc
thdi, doan thuyén chién, bén den xanh,
bén den d6, dan thanh tran thé, ham hé
ra khoi ...

Ong 1énh tht hai nd. Cudc thay
chién, hay noi 1a tan tro Triét Giang doat
A D4au, bat dau. Nhiing hoéa hé ban ra
nhu mua ltia, tiéng chiéng trong, tiéng
ho reo v& 16. Médt ho noi séng, nhu phién
xa cl vO nat tan tanh.

Sau mot cudc xung phong di doi,
doan thuyén xanh, quan Dong Ngo, dan
dan thua chay. Binh Han dong thanh ca
khuc Khdi Hoang. Triéu Tu Long bong
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A Diu ra biang rom, kéo si tot vé€ linh
thuéng. Ly Chiéu Hoang bong diung
phat day, trai tim nhuong thoi dap, hai
mat hoa lén ...

Thira Triéu Van, mi vang, gidp vang,
uy nghi lam liét no chinh la Tran Canh,
ngudi ma Ly Chiéu Hoang dang trdm
nhé tham mong.

Thay chang quy xuong lam l¢, Chiéu
Hoang v§i nan chang day. Nang ho then,
liéc mat nhin quanh: Tha D¢ cling céc
quan tuy gia dau ca, bon cung nhan ciing
moi diia mot noi nao. Chiéu Hoang khé
nai:

— Nghe néi Tudéng quan vang lénh
quan Chi Huy St di déu xa c6 viéc c6 sao
lai 6 day?
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Ha than vtia vé thi dugc lénh déng
vai Triéu Van trong cudc dua thuyén dé
Ngu lam. Nghe cau ay, Chiéu Hoang cam
thay ca mot n6i budn man mac khi vang
ngudi yéu. Nang nhin Tran Cénh, thay
chang lam liét nhu mot vi thién than
trong co tich.

— Tudng cong di, phong canh doc
dudng han la vui mat 1dm?

Nhan thay y trach moéc trong cau
ndi, Trin Canh khé nam lay tay Chiéu
Hoang. Nang khong t6 y khang cu, mat
nhin xa, mat biing dé ...

Trudc hai nguoi den Itia sang ruc,
doan thuyén boi lugn nhu mot dam
thay quai hién lén muodn I6p sé6ng mau.
Nhiing cau hat ém dém, ngan nga, dua
lai cho tdam hon nhiing cam gidc say sua.
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Tran Canh ghé vao tai Chiéu Hoang,
cat giong mdt ngudi tinh nhan noi:

— Ta xudng thuyén ra choi gitia ho.

Chiéu Hoang khong tra 16i. Ngac
nhién, Tran Canh nhin nang. Duéi anh
dén hong, chang nhén thay sac mdt nang
tai mét.

Chang nhac:
— Theo toi.

Chang sam nam xuong tau. Chiéu
Hoang van yén khéng nhuc nhich.
Chang khé nam tay Chiéu Hoang kéo di.
Su dung cham khién Chiéu Hoang cam
xuc rat manh.

Chiéc thuyén nhe nhang luét song
ra khoi ...
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Chiéu Hoang thoat tién muodn chay
tron. Tam long trinh bach ctia nang nhu
e ngai mot su nguy hiém. Su gan gui véi
chang, trai lai, khién nang thon thic,
sung suéng moét cach la lung.

Chiéc thuyén thong tha luét trén
mat nudc ...

Chiéu Hoang bang khuang nhu bay
trong cdi mong. Thot nhién, nang giat
minh, nghe tiéng Tran Canh ri tham:

— Nuong nuong tha tdi cho t6i nhé ...
Toi can phai ndi cau nay.

Chiéu Hoang cti mat, ndi qua mot
tiéng thon thuc:

— Chang hay Tudéng cong mudn néi
gi?
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— May hom tdi di xa. Nuong nuong
budn, nhé lam thi phai?

— Sao Tudng cong biét?

— Toi lay long t6i ma doan thi biét.

Nang cuoi:

— Sao Tudéng cong khéo dodn thé?
Vang, may hom t6i qua nhién buén vo
van.

— Nuong nuong cé biét vi sao chang?

Chiéu Hoang mim cud¢i, khong néi.

Nang dep biét chling nao! Duéi anh
den va anh trdng sao, guong mdt nang

lac ay thuc 1a mot bai tho tuyét dep vé
tinh.
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Tran Canh quang tay lén vai Chiéu
Hoang, tha thiét:

— Chiéu Thanh Coéng chua oi! Su
buon nhé vén vo 4y duyén do chinh vi
long ta yéu nhau. Cong chuaa thycla ngon
Thai Son chan ngang trudc mat toi vay.
Vi nang ma tdi 1dm khi chdng thdy mat
troi, nhin khap vi try, téi chi thdy nang,
thay cdi hinh anh ctua nang. Tinh u? Hay
1a sy cuong vong? Chi c6 Troi biét!

Linh hon toi budc chit lay nang cling
nhu canh kia an lién vao cay no. Nang
la tinh ménh cuta t6i; mot 161 ndi, mot
nu cuoi cua nang co6 thé lam cho toi vui
sudng hay kho nao dén chét dugc.

— Tran lang! ...
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— Cong chua oi, tdi yéu Cong chua,
toi dodn rdng d6i véi toi nang cing chang
vo tinh. Sy doan phong nhu thé biét rang
o ...

—... bung lam chang a. Long thiép
cling yéu mén chang biét bao! Mdi khi
gan chang, thi€p s6ng mot cach day du;
xa chang, thiép chi nhiing héo hat vi nhé
mong.

Tran Canh sung suéng, 6m nang sat
vao long. Chiéu Hoang nham mat lai,
quén han cudc ddi ... Mot tiéng hat gin
khién nang tinh mdng. Nang nhin ra thi
dém da khuya, trang da nga, suong trang
da day trdi ...

Vi tru ldc &y nhu l4n tranh, nhu
md nhat tridc Tinh Yéu ... Bong, Chiéu
Hoang khé ndi, giong nhuém buodn:
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— Tran lang! Yéu em, tinh chang c6
bén mai mai dugc chang? Tran Canh
nhin nang, cé vé trach:

— Cong chua ngo t6i?

— Em khong ng6 chang. Em chi lo
nguoi khdc... Mai sau, n€u duyén dén
bé bang thi nhin trang thém then véi chi
Héng trong trang lam!

Dut 161, nang thé dai; hai hat 1€ ngap
ngling lan xuéng ma ...

Tran Canh chua kip dap, bong giat
minh diing phat day. Chiéu Hoang ciing
luéng cudng then thung.

bing trén mii chiéc thuyén chién
Tran Tha Do sting sting hién ra, dot ngot
nhu moét vi hung than.
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— A! Tran Canh to gan, ddm dé cho
thién ha c6 thé ngo vuc cai thanh gia ctua
Nuong nuong! Quéan nay phai tri t6i méi
dugc!

Via noi, Tha Do viia nhdy vot sang
bén thuyén rong, vai chao Chiéu Hoang
doan nam lay Tran Canh va thét vo si
troi chang lai.

Chiéu Hoang dau dén, noi:

— Tudng qudc oi, do la tai thiép! Tran
lang khong c6 t6i gi ca!

— Tau Nuong nuong, Tran Canh dam
dem 161 ta khtic lam réi long vua, khong
tri toi dé lam gi. My van tho trong cung
cam v6i cudc ép gia mao hiém hom nay
da cho han phai roi dau!
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Trudc su dung tam dé hen ctia Thu
D¢, Chiéu Hoang bong noi gian:

— Nha nguoi it ra cling né mat ta chi?
Ta khong ngd nguoci dam thdc mach ca
viéc riéng cua ta dé€ béu xau ta. Nhung,
tinh nam n# yéu nhau la 1é ty nhién cta
trdi, cd gi dang then. Ta thiia biét dungy
clia nguoi ... Tuy vay, ta da yéu Tran lang,
ta cti két nghia phu thé v6i chang. Truyén
cho nguoi s6m mai phai dem viéc ta ha
gia cong b cho dinh than va tram ho
biét.

Tha D6 via sg¢ hai, cui dau, vang da.
Chiéu Hoang vay tay, quat:

— Gio ta cho nguoi hay lui, d€ mic ta
v6i may dia cung nhan la du! ....
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Chuong 4

Mt troi van chua ling, nhung
pho xa da thua ngudi. Lénh
gi6i nghiém tu trong phu Binh Chuong
viia ban ra.

Théan Chién Tranh va than Chét hinh
nhu lang vang dau day, khién cho long
ngudi nom ndp ... Thé ma, trong bau
khong khi ndng né sg hai, moét tiéng rao
hang trong tréo bong cét 1én:
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— Ai mua mat ra mua! ....

Tiéng rao tu phia ctia Nam dua dan
lai. Nhung ngudi théc mach, nhom qua
khe ctia, déu lay lam la khi ho thay mot
cd gai an van qué mua nhung guong mat
rat xinh tuoi, vai ganh doi thung day
nhling man sac vang ng4, tim tham.

Co hang buéc nhanh va déu, viia rao
viia ngan ngo nhin hai bén day pho ...

bén trudc ctia hang com nho kia,
ngoai cé treo hai chiéc dén giay tua dé
lam hiéu, c6 ta diing chén cat tiéng rao
thuc to:

— Man quy ai mua khong? ...

Tam phén tre ngdp ngling hé mé.
Mot cai dau troc tho ra roi con mat doc
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long trén khuon mat vuong chii diéu
nheo lai nhin c6 hang.

Mot phut yén lang, hai bén nhu do
xét nhau.

— Man ban thé nao?
Co a tuoi cuoi:

— Thi 6ng hay xem méi bié€t chi méan
nay tién dugc ...

— C06 dem vao day.

Nhanh nh4u, c¢6 hang ganh man vao
gan cua.

Cht quén giuong mat nhin, gic mot
tay lén xoa dau, miéng cudi tam tim. Co
hang cling nhoén miéng cudi, van lai
vanh khédn nau.



Chitmgiwing | 63

Nhéan dugc am hiéu roi, cht quan
cui xudng gid vé chon qua, miéng khé
noi:

— C6 & Hong Chau lai?

— Phai.

— Cé viéc gi quan trong thé?

— Dai Vuong vtia dugc tin rang cai
luéi hong ma Tha Do cang da lau thi nay

Ly Chiéu Hoang sap mac phai rdi.

— Chinh thé. Trong triéu da ruc rich
ti€p y chi ha gia ctia Ly Nuong nuong.

Co gai qué ra vé lo ngai:

— Thé thi mat k&€ cua bai Vuong, t6i
e cham mat.
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Viia noi, co ta viia rut mdt phong
thu dan kin cé déng d4du son dé choi
giao cho chtl quan va ghé tai noi nho
may cau. Han ta gat dau, khé dap:

— Vang, cd cd an tam vé bAm ménh
v6i Dai Vuong rang: mat ké cua ngudi
sé thi hanh mdt cach khan cép va chu
ddo.

Co6 hang dat ganh 1én vai, chao roi
vui vé budc ra.

Cht quan c6 y ban khodn:
— Ay kia! Troi t6i réi. Khong 1€ c6 lai
vé Hong Chau ngay? ... C6 nghi tam day,

mai di sém co 1é tién hon.

— Cam on Ngai. To6i con ban viéc
khac phai di. Va, ¢ lai day, toi e viéc kin
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sé€ bai 10. Dut 161, c6 hang lai nhi nhanh
budc ra.

— Ai mua man khong nao?

Tiéng dong trong tréo moi ldc mot
xa, mot loang vao cadi ldng 1€ thé luong
bao pht khap kinh thanh.

bédng nay, cht quan voi vang dong
clia cai vang doan cam deén quay vao
trong budng. Muon cin théan, han ta
soi khap cac gdm giudng, gam phan, x6
xinh trong nha r6i méi déng ctia budng
lai, chdng hai tay xuong mat ban, yén
lang ...

Trong vung anh sdng 16 mo cua doi
den dau lac, vé mat cht quan lac ay ng-
hiém nghi, trinh trong nhu nguoi dang
suy tinh mot viéc gi phi thuong. Con
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mat doc long nhan ctia han giong tron
xoe, lic nhin chong choc vao moét goéc
buodng t6i, luc dua day lap loe nhu anh
guom lia.

Hoi lau, chuing viing long vi bon bé
van yén lang, chu quan khé rat phong
thu, nhan dich con dau rbi xé phong bi,
mo to hoa tién ra xem ...

Han nhdm di nhdm lai dén ba bon
lugt, tuy manh giay chi c6 hai dong chit
16n. Doc xong, han cdn thin gap va chdm
btic thu vao ngon dén. Ché cho méanh
gidy va chiéc phong bi chay hét, cht quan
vO nat tan tro, khoanh tay ding nghi ...

Mot tiéng dong phia ngoai vut kh-
ién han ta lang tai nghe, 10ng may cau lai,
mat quac lén, rat di ton.
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Tiéng dong st soat nhu co ai cao
vao phén ctia. Cht quan vdi kéo bac den
cho ngon Itia Iyt han xu6ng, rén rén ma
ctia buong lén ra.

SOt soat ... sOt soat ...

“Quai! Ai dén héi gi ltc nay? Hay c6
hang man? Va ty hoi cau ay, chu quan
thdy hién ngay trong tudng tugng mot
khudn mat xinh tuoi. Han ta mim cudi,
buodng ti€ng hat:

C6 minh ma dé hong hong.

Xudn xanh bao nd, c6 chong hay
chua?

Thdy co, long nhiing ¥éc mo.
Tham toan khdn cu

Trdang gia se duyén.
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— Nay thoi! Pho rén day, chang phai
c6 nao dau ma voi khoe tot giong. Mo
clia ra!

Cht quén cudi 0, viia m& ctia via
noi:

~ A, bac Kiém Hoén. Di dau t6i tim
vay?

— C6 man ngon dem sang lam qua
bac day.

— Tha nhi! M6i bac vao.

Mot cai bong den chui theo cht quan
vao trong budng. Ngon deén lai sang té.

Mot ngudi dan 6ng to 16n, mdt lau
linh, rau x0m, nhin chtt quan mdt cach

ché nhao:

— Anh hay vi von thé, chang trach
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nhiing ¢6 nhu c¢6 hang mén hom nay
khong dam vao tro hang anh la phai!

Cht quan ngac nhién, khé néi:
— Kia, bac ciing gdp c0 ta?

— Phai, ma cling vi thé nén t6i méi
dén day.

-0l ...

— Ly HG (tén chtt quan), sao lai “67?

Chu quan dé mat:

— Toi “6” 1a vi toi ngac nhién ...

— Ngac nhién hay ghen?

— Dua mai! Nay, nhung c6 ta xinh
day chu?
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— Xinh han ch lai!

— Dai Vuong chon ¢6 ta lam ngudi
thong tin thi con ai nghi ngd gi nial

— Cdi ay da danh.
— Con gdi ma gan pham!
Kiém Hon giat minh:

— Xem thé ra bac khong biét co ra la
ai?

— Khong.

— Bactudngla mot co gai tam thudng
ddy han? Mot vi ni anh hung déy.

— Tén o ta la gi?

— Ly Hanh Hoa.
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— Troi! .... Thao nao! Thé vua roi Ly
ti€u thu cling c6 lai bac?

Ghé tai Ly HS, Kiém Hon ndi nho
may cau. Ly H6 vui muing:

— Pugc ca bac giap cho thi con gi
hay bang! Toi dang lo mét minh khong
lam ndi viéc. Thé ta khéi su ngay chii?

— Phai di ngay.

— Trong hoang thanh hién gi¢ canh
phong cidn mat lam. Nhung, v6i ai kia
chu véi ta thi du chdng luéi ta cling vao
lot nhu khong. Y t6i muén trude hét vao
han cim cung, thyc hanh mat ké ctia Dai
Vuong. Luc tré ra, ta ré vao phu Binh
Chuong va néu tién dip, nga phdng gian
tdc la xong.
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— G6m, bac néi nhu Tha Do [a mbt
ké dén hen giét luc nao ciing dugc! May
lai, Pai Vuong la ngudi anh hung, chac
khong ua cdi 16i dm sat ctia bac dau.

— Toi tudng tién viéc la xong.

— Da danh thé, nhung viéc nay ngoai
su uy thdc ctia Dai Vuong, ta khong nén
khinh xuat ty chuyén.

— Bac da ndi thé thi thoi. Nao ta di.

Ly H6 that doan dao vao lung, tat
den roi cung Ki€m Hon 1én ra ngoai.

Troi t6i nhu muc, gié thoi ao ao ...
Hai cdi bong nguoi chi giay phut khong
trong thay dau nia ...
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Chuong 5

udi goc mai nga nga bong, Dai
Gidc thién su bo gbi ngdi tu ly

Canh am thién vao budi qud trua
ém dém tich mich; khong khi nhu ching
mady may bgn chut tran ai. Trén mat sén,
anh nang, xuyén qua Il6p la c6 thu ruém
ra, in loang 16 nhiing vét sang chon von,
linh dong.
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Thinh thoang, chim b6 ciac kéu lao
xao, kéu may tiéng rdi im bang, khién
cho cdi cam giac hiu quanh cang ndng né

Nhung, la thay! Vé mit ctia Dai Giac
thién su ldc 4y sao trdi han véi sy tich
mich xung quanh. Khong phai la vé mdt
tam niém ctla mot nha chan tu tham
thién nhap dinh. Vé mat ay la tam guong
phan chiéu moét cdnh bao tdp trong coi
long.

Nha su ngoi xép gip trén ném co,
hai ban tay ngua x€p gitia long, xa nom
thuc, mudi phan diém tinh. Khi dén gan,
trai lai, ta s€ phai kinh ngac vi, duéi hai
vé long may cau cd, cdp mat nha su chay
ngun ngut nhiing cdm hon.

Tau bé ha,
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Ké hag thdn phdn la bién trdn, nhung
ngay dém luc nao ciing luu tam dén viéc
trong Triéu. Nhiing su Iong quyén cua
gian tdc Tran Thii D6 van khién ha thdn
phdi tham gan tim rudt. Nha Ly ta, tu duic
Thdi T6 vang ménh Troi md chinh thong,
trdi tam doi vua giti nén doc lap cho nudc
Nam, ddanh Tong dep Chiém, uy danh
liing ldy thién ha, dn duc nhudn thdm
tram dan, cé Ié nao nay phdi tiéu diét, vé
tay mot tén mdn muong lam nghé danh
cd 0 xt Nam Ha?

Bé ha bé ngéi dau Phdt, chinh su bon
bé; mot minh Cong chia dam duong sao
chu tat dugc! Vi vay, tdc ddng ngay mot
long hanh, tén miét xa tac ngay mot khu-
ynh nguy,loai dé ché ngay moét xém xao 6
chon thém vang dién ngoc.

Cdi cdnh thuong tam nghich nhdn dy,
ai la chang cam hon. Bé ha né nao ngodnh
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mat lam thinh dé cho cd nghiép nha Ly
suy doi, than vi tién vuong khong dugc
yén on?

Ké ha than, nghi minh chiu dn vua
l6c nuide, da thé cing gidc Tran chang doi
trdi chung. Hién nay mot ddi Hong Chau,
luong nhiéu qudn gidi, ha thdn ngua
mong Bé ha mau mau xa gid gidng lam,
dé hiéu triéu nhiing ké nghia khi, vua toi
mot phen vé Kinh tdo trii loan ddng, dinh
lai triéu cuong, khién cho nén binh tri lai
rvic vé nhu xua thi phuc cho nudc nha va
tram ho biét chiing nao?

Ha thdn da cat hai tudng tam phiic la
Kiém Hon va Ly HO theo hd gid, mong Bé
ha som quyét dinh cho. Ngoai c6i xa x0i
nay, si tot ngay dém mong thdy mdt troi.

Kinh tau.
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Hong Chau Tran tha.
POAN THUONG bdi.

Hai mat nha su cang sang quac.
Nhiing 16i khang khdi trong thu da kh-
ién tdm long ngudi lanh kia bling 1én
nhu lGa. Nha su 1dm bam:

—DPoan Thugng ndi phai. Conghiép
to tién bay dai truyén lai, ta nd nao dé
cho dén noéi tan hoang? Trudc kia vi
dau yéu ludn, trong long chdn nan, ta da
nghe 16i Tha Do bd ngoi di, ta nay mdi
biét d6 la muu gian ctia han nhung hoi
khong kip ntia. Cling may long nguoi
con chua quén nha Ly, lai dugc Doan
Thuong la ké bay t6i trung diing, quyét
vi ta dung lai nén nhat thong, ta nhan
cd hoi nay manh bao khdi su ngay ngod
hau khi chét khong then véi vong hon
cac Tién D€ dudi suodi vang.
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Nha su nghi vdy, vé mdt bong hong
hao, qua quyét. Nhiing ngay vinh quanh
khi trudc lai hién ra trong tri nhé, nhiing
ngay To tién xua danh quan Bac Tong,
thu phuc Chiém Thanh, oanh liét biét
chting nao! ...

Gitia luc ay tiéng trong tu xa tién lai
bong khién nha su lang tai nghe. Mot

chu tiéu chay vao quy bam:

— Bach su t0, c¢6 xa gia Ly Nuong
Nuong lai hau.

Nha su yén lang cau may mot lat maéi
noi:

— Cho vao!

Ly Chiéu Hoang, ngu thudng phuc,
ti trén ngoc lién budc xudng. Nang
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truyén cung nit, thi v¢ dung chuc ngoai
ctia chia r6i mot minh tién thang lai quy
xuong trudc mdt nha su:

— Kinh lay vua cha muén tu6i.

Hué Ton (tuc Dai Gidc thién su) gio
tay mién lé va hoi rang:

— Con lai day cé viéc gi?
Chiéu Hoang do mat, khé tau:

— Lay cha, con lai vin an cha va dé
xin cha mot viéc.

— Cho con ¢t noi.

— Xin cha cho phép con dugc cung
Tran Canh! ....
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Hué Ton bong nghién ring:

— Tran Canh! .... &, con mudn két
duyén cung Tran Canh? ... Con c6 biét
Thu D6 n6 dang muon cudp ngo6i nha Ly
chang? Ho Tran la thu cta ta. Hién nay
cha sap 1én ra Hong Chau, cung Doan
Thugng dem quan vé Thiang Long chu
diét chung nd, lai them két thong gia véi
chung no a?

Chiéu Hoang s¢ hai, cui dau, yén
ldng.

Hué Tén ngudc mat nhin di, bong
Ngai d€ y dén hai con chim ciu dang xu
16ng ria canh cho nhau & trén canh dai.
Nghi dén dtic hiéu sinh cua Tao Hoa,
Hué Ton tu ti quay lai nhin con. Chiéu
Hoang van chap tay cti dau ding yén.
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Nang ding yén nhung hai hang 1¢
van ldng lé tran uGt cap ma dao. Hué Ton
tho dai. Mot moi buon man mac ty dung
tran ngdp linh hon 6ng vua gia that theé,
dap tat moi n6i oan hon khi nay cling cai
tri hoat dong cuong cudng.

Hué Ton nghi tham:

“Ta tudi gia stic yéu roi, lai khong cé
con trai, chdu xa chdu gan cting khong,
chi dugc moét minh Ly Chiéu Hoang
la gai. Chiéu Hoang ndi ngoi ta, trudc
sau thé nao cling xudt gia, ngdi bau sé
nhuong cho chong. Ké kia du la Tran
Canh hay ngudi nao khac niia cling vay
thoi. M3, diéu do biét dau changla dung
y ctia Cao Xanh? ...

“Nay, néu ta ép Chiéu Hoang phai
cu tuyét cing Tran Canh, chang qua chi
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kho long con tré ma vi tat da co ich lgi
gi cho ai. Trong cdi hong tran nay, su
kho nao day ray, ta con tao thém sy khd
nao lam gi?

Hudéng ho ké bi kho nao ay lai chinh
1a con ta! ba danh rang nhan duyén ng-
hiép chuéng, nhung hién nay hai tré yéu
nhau, néu dugc nhu nguyén tit nhién
ching lay lam sung suéng lam. Su sung
sudng ay chi la cdi 4o mong, ké u mé da
lay 1am da thi con noi gi!”.

Roi nhan day, Hué Ton nghi sang
viéc khéi nghia cho Doan Thugng:

“Tran thu Hong Chau trung nghia
dang khen, nhan tam con 4i m¢ nha Ly
dang cam thuc. Tuy vay, xua nay cong
danh phu quy, gidc mdng ké vang. Trang
tron roi phai khuyét, mat trdi 1én cao roi
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phai ta. Thinh suy la 1é nghin doi, ai lam
thé nao tranh dugc! Nudc Nam trai bao
nhiéu ho lam vua, ai da gid mai dugc
quyén cha té. Huéng ho ta tudi gia lai
khong con trai ndi nghiép, phdng thu
dem binh vé Thang Long, giét dugc Thu
Do, gay lay oai quyén khi trudc nhung
sau mot vai nam ta chét di, co nghiép ay
dé cho ai? D€ cho ngudi ho khac. Quanh
quin clng nhu chuyén. Thé ma bong
dung ndi cudc binh dao, lam phi bao
nhiéu mang si tot, dudi theo mot cdi hu
anh dé cho muon dan phai 1am than, t6i
ac ay, ta biét tu may kiép mai du dén boi?

“Thoi thoi, sém tinh ngd di la hon!
Sac sac khong khong, 16i Phat da day,
ta nén ghi lay lam long, tinh giac mé si,
dut vong nghiét chuéng hoa may thodt
khoi kiép luan hoi”.
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Hué Ton nghi vay, trong long thay
khoan khodi, thanh thoi. Su thu oan
tién tan, nhuong chd cho long ti bi
mong ménh bat ngat.

Quay lai, Ngai hoi Chiéu Hoang:

— Cau ta ndi viia roi la do sy tic gian
mot luc, con dling lay lam budn. Viéc
nhan duyén cta con, ta san long tan trg,
chi mong cho con dugc sung suéng ma
thoi.

Chiéu Hoang cam dong, thup xudng
lay. Hu¢ Ton d& nang ding lén, noi:

— Tht D9 long tham, muu cudp nha
Ly, ké thuc dang trach xong ciing lai la y
troi. Nay con két duyén véi Tran Canbh,
roi nhudng ngoi cho chong, long tham
ctia Tha Do da thoa, tat han khong lam
su gi dc nla.
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Ngting mot lat, Hué¢ Ton lai noi:

- Va Tha Do ké ra ciing c6 cong to
vG6i cha. Nay khi loan dang tung hoanh,
ngdi ton nghiém do cha theo Tién Dé
chay xuéng mién Nam. Lic 4y, néu chang
nhd Tha Do cuu giup thi co nghiép nha
Ly khong nhiing tan nat ti lau ma dén
than ta cling khé long toan ven, con dau
cd ngay nay! Thoi, cho con lui vé.

Chiéu Hoang cui dau 1é ta vua cha
doan 1én ngoc lién hoi cung.

Nang vtia di khdi thi, trén tam quan,
chu tiéu bat dau thinh hdi chudéng chiéu
mo. Tiéng dong, lanh lanh bu6n rau nhu
cham may nét cung tan sau sy lién lac
cua Hué Ton véi tran ai khd hanh.
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Chuong 6

Dém hém ay, Chiéu Hoang thuc
rat khuya. Nhiing 16i Hué Ton
noéi vé Tran Canh khién nang dau dén,
tuy vé sau Hué Ton da bang long su thinh
cau cuia nang.

Chiéu Hoang tin chac tim long yéu
cia Tran Canh 1a thuan tuy, thiét tha,
khong bgn mdy may danh lgi, cing nhu
ai tinh cua nang doi véi Tran Canh vay.
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Nhung, Chiéu Hoang khong khoi an
hén sao Tran Céanh lai 1a chau cta Thu
bo.

Nang khong muon cho ai, nhat la
Hué Ton, phu than nang, phai ngd vuc
nguoi nang yéu quy, ngudi ma nang cho
1a hoan toan.

Chiéu Hoang nhé lai vé cdm hon ctia
Hué Ton luc thoat nghe ndi dén tén Tran
Canh va cdi giong ngam ngui ctia Hu¢
Ton lac ung thudn vi¢c hon nhan ctia hai
nguoi.

Nang thé dai, cap mat budng rau mo
mong nhin ngon sap lung lay trudc ngon
gi6 khuya lot ké rém chéau. Tiéng 14 rung
ngoai song, tiéng trung kéu am i nhu
goi tdm hon nang t6i nhiing cdi tudng
tugng mit mu. Nang nga long, nang ngo
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vic, nang khong chic & mai sau niia:
cudc doi mai sau sang tuci rang r& da bi
bong den ctia Tran Thu D¢ che m¢ di.
Nang ngai ngung thay minh phdi song
bén canh moét ngudi nham hiém nhu
thé. Nang cang sg hai vi chinh nguoi ay
cam hanh phuc va van ménh ctia nang.

... Trong lau thong tha diém ba canh.
Con dong t6 bén ngoai cang manh.

Ngon sap vang gan hét, chdy bung
1én r6i chap chon mudn tat. Chiéu Hoang
viia toan truyén thi ni thay ngon khac,
bong thay ctia son khé dong roi mot
ngudi dan ong cao 16n, dit tgn budc san
vao cta phong.

Chiéu Hoang kinh sg¢ that sac, chua
hiéu chuyén gi thi ngudi la da pha phuc
trudc long sang:
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— Nuong nuong van xa cho mat
tuéng da hanh dong t6i Thanh cung ...

Chiéu Hoang hoi viing long, phan
hoi:

— Nguoi 1a ai, dém khuya vao day y
dinh lam gi?

- Tau Nuong nuong, tudéng quan
boan Thugng dang du bi rudc xa gid
Thugng hoang ra Hong Chau dé muu
viéc thdo phat gian tac Tran Thua Do.

Ngudi cé ity cho mac tuéng tau riéng
v6i Nuong nuong hay dinh viéc ha gia
lai.

Khi viéc 16n da thanh cong, Thuong
hoang sé xét néu Tran lang qua la bac
chinh nhan quan td thi, luc 4y, Nuong
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nuong thinh chiéu ha gid ciing chua
mudn, Bang nay hip tip, e r6i nham
chiang! ....

Chiéu Hoang gidn, nghi tham:
“Nha nguoi ché ndi nham, ta khi nao
nham!”

Nang véi ngat 15i vién tudng la:

~ Théanh Y diic Thugng hoang la
khong muon gay viéc binh dao luu huyét
dé tai hai cho muon dan. Ngudi lai da
ung cho ta ha gid cing Tran lang roi. Cac
nguoi, la phan bay toi, khong nén nghich
ménh vua.

Vién tuéng kinh hai nhung cling tau:

~ Thénh Y dtic Thugng hoang, cing
toi van khong dam trai; tim long tu bi
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hi xa ctia dung Thugng hoang, chung t6i
rat cam dong ma nghia vu cta ching t6i,
ching t6i van khong thé quén: cai nghia
vu ay la giét gian than. Co nghiép cta
dtc Thai T6 khong nén dé€ mat vé tay
gian ac bat luong.

— Nguoi noi cling c6 ly, nhung ta e vé
hé khong thanh d€ uéng mang biét bao
nhiéu anh hung trung nghia ma thoi. Cai
cong da trang ay nén thuong biét chling
nao!

— Pugc chét vi vua, vi nudce la su vé
vang cho con nha v6 tudng, thin dang
ha dam tiéc doi! ....

- Van hay rang cac nguci trung
nghia dang khen, nhung ménh troi dé
trai dugc ru? Khong phai 1a ta khong
biét x6t co nghiép T6 Ton dau. Nhung ta
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khong nd& trong thay cdc ngudi khi that
bai.

Vién tuéng chua kip dép, bén ngoai
vut cd tiéng x06 xat, roi tiéng ngudi kéu.
Giat minh, vién tuéng la dung phat day,
noi:

— Kiém Hon nguy mat ro6i! Xin kinh
lay Nuong nuong, mat tuéng di day.

Ly H& (vi chinh han) tu6t guom vtia
toan xong ra ctiu ban thi ctta cung dd mé
toang, Thu Do dan bon diing si tia vao.

Thu D¢ hét:

— Giét cho hét quan phan nghich di!

Ly HS ciing chang viia, dap lai:
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— Chinh may la phan nghich con bao
ai 1a phan nghich, thang kia?

Noi doan, chang mua guom xong lai.
Thu Do truyén cac bo tudng bat séng cho
ky dugc Ly H6. Chang khong nao long,
hang hai cu dich. Thu ha ctia ho Tran bi
chém nga c6 dén bdy tam ngudi. Cudc
danh nhau rat hidng hai!

Chi vi trong cung cam khong tién
dudng thdo lui va stic mot ngudi c6 han
nén dan dan Ly H6 bi ham vao mot thé
rat nguy.

Chiéu Hoang dung nhin hai bén
x0 xat, long lo sg cho Ly H6 khong biét
chiing nao. Thot nhién, nang tdi mdt,
choang vang suyt nga. Thi ra, Ly H6 luc
ay da moi mét lam, biét co khong toan
dugc tinh ménh nta, chang ben kéu to
1én rang:
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— Xin bai biét Nuong nuong tu day.
K¢ ha than luc sdng chua tri dugc giac,
khi chét sé xin thu hon bat via gian ta!

Néi doan, Ly H6 quay miai guom
thich manh vao cudng hong. Bon v6 si
nhdy lai cudp guom khong kip. Chang
nga vat xuong, mau tuci phun ra do
tham ca mat dat.

Tha D¢ tdc gian, truyén quan 1oi
xac Ly Ho ra ngoai doan quay lai néi véi

Chiéu Hoang:

- D& Nuong nuong phai kinh sg, ha
than t0i thuc ddng muon théc.

Chiéu Hoang guong cudi

— Khanh ¢6 t0i gi? Chidng qua tu y cic
ngudi ay tim dén cho chét dé ma thoi.
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Noi dut 161, nang lui sang cung bén
canh, tranh cdi canh tugng thuong tam.
Tha D6 14dm bam:

— Hai thing nay chic han la tay sai
ctia Doan Thugng. Khong biét chung né
muu sy gi v6i nhau? Ay may ma ta sém
biét, n€u khong thi con di ma khoé chiu
vGi chung nd!

Tén nit nhac lac ay ty ngoai chay vao.
Thu D6 mting ré hoi:

— Chung né vao tu bao gio, va sao
may biét?

— Tram lay Tudéng cong, lic ay con
tuc tric & bén phong Ngu. Khong thay
Nuong nuong truyén day viéc gi, con
ngodi buon thiu thiu nga chot nghe tiéng
cia cung dong manh. Thoat tién con
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tudng gio, voi diing 1én dé khép ctialai thi
thoang trong thay mot nguoi quy xudng
trudce long sang dang néi gi ... Con lang
tai nghe mai hay Poan Thugng sai han
ta vé don Hué Ton va xin Chiéu Hoang
dinh viéc ha gi4 ...

— Chiéu Hoang bao sao?

— Nuong nuong bdo y Thugng hoang
khong muon sinh sy nén da cho Nuong
nuong cung Tran lang ...

Thu Do khong chd nghe hét, cau
may, trgn mat:

~ A, ra thé! Hué Ton ma con s6ng
ngay nao la chuot con vin vao han dé
xudn dong ngay 4y. Ta phai sém tru di
mdi xong! ...
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Chuong 7

@rong mot gian phong kin, ba
nguoi dan 6ng xi xao ban tdn
v6i nhau nhiing chuyén gi ghé gém lam
thi phai, vi nét mat ngudi nao cting 1o vé
bi mat khéac thuong.

Ngudi ngdi gitia nho nhan hoi gay;
dau chit khan thién thanh; minh van 4o
voc tia théu rong. Khuén mat quat nhu
hai ngdn tay chéo; nudc da vang xin; cap
moi tham khuét bong trong bd rau ram
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dod véi hai mat dua ddy nhanh nhu chép
tdo ra mot tinh nét gido hoat, tham doc
la Iung. Ngoi bén ta ngudi mdc do tia la
mot vo tudng cao 16m mat vudng, mat
xéch, da den, cti chi rdt dot ngot, trdi han
vdi vi nho si 6 phia hitu lanh lung, it noi
nhung rat dang s¢ vi cdp mat luon trang
da vébi cai cach cudi nu tham thé.

— “Thé nao’, ngudi khan xanh ndi,
<« /4 A * A * A N /4 A A ?,)
cac ong li¢u viéc ay cé nén khong?™.

Vi nho si mat luon cudi nhat:

— Tudéng cong ban giam Hué Ton lai
mot cho, chung t6i e c6 nguy hiém vé
sau. Danh ran khong dap dau la mot viéc
thap co dang trach. Cd y ngu cua chung
toi thi ta giét phdng ngay han di la ém
chuyén.
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- ba danh giét di thi ké khac khong
con vin vao dau ma quay roi dugc niia,
nhung viéc néu khong lam theo, dé€ 16
tiéng tam ra ngoai thi lai cang dé gay
c6ng phan vo cling.

Sau cau 4y, gian phong bong im ling,
cai im lang hai hting ctia su chét. Hoi lau,
nguoi mat luon ngang dau nhin 1én, qua
quyét noi dan tling tiéng mot:

— Khong thé 1 chuyén dugc! Chung
toi c6 mot cach lam cho cau chuyén ay
kin nhu bung ...

Nguoi khan xanh hén hé:

— Cach nao?

— Bam Tudng cong, néu Hué Ton tu
td thi bén ngoai con ai trach ta dugc?
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— To6i khong hiéu!

— Nghiala dém nay chung t6ixin than
hanh vao chtia tham Hu¢ Ton. Chung t6i
sé budc san mot sgi day 1én xa nha, doan
mdi Hué Ton chui dau vao thong long dé
sang c6i doi bén kia.

— Thé ngd han khong chiu? Thé ngo
han kéu ctiu?

Gio hai ban tay xuong xuong ma
cing nhu sat, ngudi mat luon ra hiéu
boép manh mot vat gi rdi via cudi via
ndi rang:

— Chung t6i sé dung hai ban tay nay
chen vao ¢ hong nha su ky cho dén lac
han tat thd bay gio tiéu tudng sé nhac
treo han 1én day.
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Cu toa déu cudi.
Ngudi bén ta noi:

— Ong ban théké ciing da gidi, nhung
viéc tu sat dy cd khoi cho thién ha cti ngo
dugc chang?

— Néu chi c6 thé thi ngudi ta cti ngo
la phdi. Nhung, néu khi chét di, Hué¢ Ton
c6 cht but dé€ lai, néi rang vi chan canh
tran ai kho luy, va khong muon ké khac
14y minh 1am ¢ cho nhiing cuéc d6 méau
sau nay nén sém phai tu tran ...

— C6 10i di chuc 4y thi con gi bang!

— Sao lai khong?

Viia ndi, ngudi mat luon vua lay
ra hai to gidy tradi 1én mdt ban. Mot to
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mau vang, c6 dong dau song, thu but ci
cua Hué Ton Hoang D€ khi con 6 ngoi.
Mot t& mau trang, dai y Hué Ton ké cai
nguyén do sy ty sat ctia minh.

Nguoi khan xanh ngac nhién:
— Hué Ton viét to nay tu bao gio?

Cuoi mot cach dac chi, ngusi mat
luon dap:

— TG nay la ty ching t6i viét ho
dic Hoang dé ta!

Mot tiéng cudi gion dang ti€p theo
cau noi ay thi ctia phong xich mé, mot
vO tudng budc vao quy lay va bAm rang:

— Bam Tudng cong, st gia da tu Hong
Chau tré veé.
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Ngudi khdn xanh, véi noi:

— Cho vao ta hdi, mau!

Vién tudng lui ra, mot lat dan st gia

— Thé nao, tinh hinh Poan Thugng
ra lam sao?

— Badm Tudng cdng, han ta c6 y chan
nan khi dugc tin Ly H6 va Kiém Hon bi
giét, Hué Ton tu choi viéc xuat bon. Gitia
lac ay, tién tot dem thu Tudng cong dén,
han ta xem xong, suy nghi mot lat roi vui
vé nhan 10i.

Quay lai ngudi mat luon, vi quan to
hoéi:

— Poan Thugng nhan 16i giang hoa
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vdi ta, 6ng bdo 1a thuc hay cé y khac?

— Bam Tudéng cong, thuc thi né
khong thuc ma c6 y khac no cting khong
nét. Chdng qua vay canh chét r6i, Hué
Ton lai chang chiu di xa, han thdy minh
c6 doc nén vo phai nhén 16i dé cha dip

khac.

— Ong ndi rat hop sy phong doan
cta toi.

— K& no cling da khon ngoan, nhung
no6 chui dau vao cam ma khong biét.

— Phai, n6 thay minh cau hoa, khoi
sao sinh long kiéu hgm, cho ring minh
sg. Pa kiéu hgm, né chic khong con
phong bi gi niia, ta xuat ky bat y danh
cho mot tran la phai tan.
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Vién tuéng mat vuong dung day, noi:

— Ta nén tru ngay Doan Thuogng vi
nd con s6ng ngay nao, ta con phai lo
ngay dy. Mot dang Tudng cong nén luén
ludn gtii tdng vat cho nd yén long; mot
mdt Tudng cong truyén lénh diéu kh-
ién si tot, cho khi Nguyén Non nay lén
ra mai phuc mdt sau bay gid ta sé cung
khéi cugc danh giét. Ké vo muu ay du c6
canh cling khong bay thoat tay ta.

— Hay, ké dy rat hay! C6 nhiing muu
si nhu cdc nguoi, Thu Do nay lo gi chang
lam nén viéc 16n. Vay, mai sém, nguoi
nén dan mot cach dai quan gia cach di
tuan phong ro6ilé dudng ra phia sau Hong
Chéu mai phuc san. Lé dang quang cua
Tran Canh ct hanh xong, ta sé cat quan
di ngay.
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Nguyén Noén cui diu linh ménh roi
lui ra. Thu D¢ quay laii hoéi Phu Tran:

— Viéc am hai Hué Ton sé thi hanh
vao lac nao?

— Bam Tudng cong, nén lam ngay
dém nay.

— Ta e bat tién. Vi, gdp tang &y, 1€
ddng quang cta chdu ta tat nhién phai
hoan mat.

Ngam nghi mot lat, Phu Tran tra 1oi:

— Hay 1a ta cho t6i khi 1€ dang quang
da cdo thanh?

— Tat phai nhu vay!

Bong, tu sau binh phong, mdt ngusi
dan ba tién ra no6i véi Thu Do:
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— Tuéng codng oi, viéc ay thiép xin
can, vi nd tan nhan qua! Va lai Hué
Ton da tu choi 1oi thinh thac cta Doan
Thugng, té ra khong c6 y gi sinh chuyén
ca.

Nhiing ké toan mugn tiéng Hué Ton
dé gay su cung ta, toi tudng sé phai 6m
dau nin ti€ng hét khi chung thay ta da
danh ta ddng Doan Thugng. Hué Ton gia
yéu vO toi, thi€ép xin Tudéng cong dung
cho séng nét cudc doi thiia!

Tha D6 quac mat nhin Tran Thai
hau:

— Pan ba da khong biét gi lai con
ct hay 16i thoi. Muu viéc 16n ma khong
thang tay thi chi t6 bay tro cudi cho thién
ha.
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Dut 16i, Tha D¢ giti 4o diing day
cung Phu Tran ra ngoai.

Pung tro lai gitta phong. Tran Thai
hau 4m tham sa nudc mat ...
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Chuong 8

Kinh thanh Thang Long nhon
nhip vé€ tin thing trdn cua
Tha Do & Hong Chau dua lai. Khap céc
dudng, cac pho trong thanh, dan chung
nd ndc kéo nhau ra bé song Nhi dén
xem doan quan si khai hoan, dong nhu
nuac chay.

Trén lan trong dam binh dén, mic
thudn sac den hay mau néu sam, ngudi
ta nhat thay nhiing nha su 4o vang ma
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do, viia di viia doc kinh siéu do cho cac
si tot tran vong hay nhiing linh trang 4o
nau non son long tong chay ngudgc chay
xuoi v6i cai dang ta day quan trong lam.

Thinh thodng, nhiing tiéng quat thao,
nhiing tiéng trong khau bao hiéu cé cac
dai than trdy qua. Dan gia x6 nhau tranh
ra hai bén, nhudng 16i cho nhiing vong
gia, nhiing xe ¢, nhiing con ngua thang
yén cuong long lay, trén lung cé cac vo
tuéng ngoi.

Trén mat song lai con ndo nhiét lam:

Thuyén be nhu 14 tre boi san sat doc
hai bén cau phao. Bon thuy thu phai kho
khan chat vat [am méi co thé ti bs bén
nay sang bd bén kia song hang van ngudi
vlia quan vua linh viia dan.
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Mit nudc duc ngau bi dap, khuay, ré
ra bdi nhiing mai chéo, khoang 1én bai
nhiing banh lai, sti bot nhu nuéc bé va
ndi lén muon lan song bap bénh.

BO bén kia cing ching chiu kém
phan dong duc 6n ao. Ty nhiing lan mac
quanh ddy, ngudi ta x6 nhau lai chd xem,
chua ké nhting chuyén thuyén be kham
qua song, moi lic mot do 1én dat bao
nhiéu ké hodc vi phan sy ma dén hoac
bdi tinh to mo.

Cat dudng lam lén nhu ddm suong
mu theo gio bay toéa dudi anh sang choi
loi tu nén may xanh gieo xudng.

Bong, mot tiéng 4m ao vi dai, manh
liét, xa x0i vang lai, 4t han tiéng nhon
nhip cta ddm dong: tya ho tiéng hé gam
lam cho céy coi phai nin bat. Gié luc ay



Chitagdwing | 117

da tat vay ma tu xa mot con 16¢ bui van
1én, 1a 1a tién dén nhu dam méy sac vang
nhat.

Tiéng dong mai lic mdt rd, mot gan,
nhu con giong t6 roi ty dau khuc dudng
cai quan thang tap, tring phau dudi 4nh
nang, nguoi ta bat dau nhan thay bon
quén nhac. Khiac Khai Hoan néi ddy, am
am nhu bao giat sam rén.

Sau dam nhac, bon tu binh 16¢ nhéc
budc nhanh, toc roi bu, mat nhem nhudc,
ao xong ta toi. Ké nay bi trét riét canh
khuyu ra ddng sau, ké kia bi xiéng tting
top mot, co ké gong dong, chéng mang,
ctii dong mot cach dau don, é ché.

Quan canh tu chia lam hai hang di
kém hai bén, tay luén luén danh dap dé
thoi thuc nhiing ké khdn nan kia khong
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dugc khoc than hodc cham chap.

Bon linh cam c¢ ti€p ngay dam ay.
Nao ngd ngt hanh, ¢ tuyét mao, nao
dui dong, pht viéc, ruc r& choi loe.

Quan déan lac ay dung giat ra, yén
phan phac, vtia c6 dang kinh sg viia cé
vé hai hung.

Trong bon cam c&, mot tén vo si cam
loa bdo nhiing tin dac thang cua toan si
tot ban su, co y ca tung cong lao ctia Tha

DO.

Cl mo6i cau noi phat ra tii miéng loa,
dan chung lai ho reo am 1.

Sau cung, Tht D¢ cudi voi tién dén.

Cac nha su x€p hang ra don va cu
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thung thinh di giat lui & trudc dau voi,
tay gio nhiing cai lu tram, khoi thom
nghi ngut boc lén. Thua DY, trudc nhiing
cach ti€p rudc long trong dd, van diém
nhién nhu mdt pho tugng bang dong.
Van vo dinh than kham mang Hoang
D€ Tran Thai Ton (tic Tran Canh da 1én
ngoi) déu phu phuc trén hai hang chiéu
cap do, dang 16i chiic mlng.

Thu Do, dadu d6i mi dau nau dé nam
vang, minh mdc 4o giap bac, ngoai khac
cam bao théu rong, ngo6i chém ché trong
lau voi, mdt tay chong Thanh Long tuyén
bao kiém.

Mat han x6m xoam nhting rau, nhu
mot minh vudn hoang day cé6 moc va
lanh lung khong bao gio thay doi vi mot
xuc cam nao. Lic nao nudc da cling mai
mai, ldc nao hai mat ciing lim dim nhin
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qua khe mi nhu mat meo khi sudi nang.

Mot dan xe ndi sau voi, trén dé cii
giam nhiing tuéng phan nghich va cai
hom gb trong dung thu cdp tudng ho
Doan.

ROi, cac tuy than theo Thu D¢ di
chinh phat Hong Chau lan lugt kéo quan
doan hau. Cudi trén minh nhiing con
ngua dang dep, sic khode, tuéng nao ciing
ra vé nghénh ngang tu dac, coi minh nhu
cac vi ctiu thé anh hiing.

May van binh ram r¢ sau cung ddm
rudc, tuy mét nhoc ma tuoci cudi.

Tiéng trong chiéng, tiéng chan nguoi
chan ngua, tiéng banh xe lan, tiéng guom
gido x0 cham nhau thém cho doan quan
tray &y mot vé oai nghiém lam liét dé kh-
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ién nhting linh hon du cing céi dén dau
cting phai kinh hoang. Nhiing mi vang,
giap sat, nhung mau cd sac 4o dudi anh
nang gay gat nom cang ruc rd.

Ngudi ta cam thay sic manh vo dich
cta toan dai quan c6 thé quét sach moi
su tré ngai nhu con gidong quét nhiing
rom rac trén duong.

Mait dat rung dong 1én nhu chuyén
minh dudi stic manh phi thudng.

Doc hai bén dudng cai, quan tray
dén dau, tiéng dan chung hoan ho theo
dén day. Long ngudi nhu nao ntc, nhu
say sua, nhu diéu cudng lén vi hang hdi,
vi muoén thang doat ca can khon.

Qua cau phao, si tot lan lugt tién vao
thanh.
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Trén ky dai, 6ng 1énh 4m am ng,
chiéng tréng vang lling.

Tran Thai Ton than xuét bach quan
ding & Ngo mon lau ti€p dén. Nhiing
tan vang tan tia sang ruc mot phuong
troi.

Tran Thta D cudi voi di qua, gio hai
tay & Ngo mon lau tiép don. Nhiing tan
vang tan tia sdng ruc mot phuong trai.

Tran Thu D¢ cudi voi di qua, gic hai
tay lén vai ta hoang an, doan han mim
cudi, quay dau nhin td hiiu. Phu Tran,
lac 4y, di kém hau bén canh, khé bam:

— Kinh thua Tuéng quéc, Hoang hau
(tic Ly Chiéu Hoang) vi c6 tang, khong
thé theo vua ra Ngo mén chd don tudng
quoc dugc.
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Mot vé vui mung hién trén guong
madt gian hung; Tha D¢ hoi:

— Thé nao? Viéc Hué Ton xong roi a?

— Bam xong r6i. Bén ngoai khong ai
ngo vuc gi ca.

— Thé con Chiéu Hoang?

— Hoang hau c¢6 y gi khac hay khong,
ti€u tudng khong duogc r6.

— Thé nao han khong nghi ky, c6 diéu
khong dam noi ra do thoi!
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Chuong 9

— Muoén tau Nuong nuong; gio Ngu
thién da gan qua roi! ....

Ly Chiéu Hoang, chot tinh con mo
mong, quay lung lai hoi cung nhan:

— Gid Ngu thién sap qua rdi c¢G sao
Hoang thugng chua xa gia hoi cung?

— Tau Nuong nuong, than thiép
nghe dau Ngai ngu qua du yén bén dinh
Tudéng qudc.
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Chiéu Hoang ngac nhién:

— Hoang thugng ngu quadinh Tudng
quoc, sao khong cho ta hay?

Nhung, nang bong c6 vé buon rau,
1am bdm néi mot minh:

— Than ta hién nay nhu ca ndm troc
thét, song chét khong biét luc nao, ai con
can phai héi han gi dén ta nta ...

Nang tho dai, doan cui dau, yén ldng.
Nhiing cach hanh dong ctia Thu Do tu
trudc cho t6i khi Hué Ton tu tin mot
cach bi mat khién nang thém lo sg. Troi
oi! Co nghi¢p mat, vé thiéng liéng mat,
dén ngay tinh ménh ciing cheo leo! ....

Ngét hai chuc tudi dau, nang c6 ngo
dau cudc doi ma nang chat chiu, yéu
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dau kia lai chi danh cho nang nhiing cai
that vong chua cay nhudng ay? Mot tam
long mon mdén ai an, thiét tha tin cay, khi
khong da bi moét vét thuong dau.

- Hoang thugng di vang, vay xin
thinh Nuong nuong ngu thién vay.

Maiy 16i cung nti nhac khién Chiéu
Hoang thém dau x6t. Trong giay phut,
nang cam thay noéi quanh hiu, don doc
ctua doi minh. Nang, luc &y, c6 thé vi nhu
moét con huou bi bon thg san vay kin,
xunh quanh minh khong con mét su tin
cdy, mot su tua nuong nao niia. Nang
yéu hén, tro troi biét bao nhiéu!

— Thoi, cho nguoi triét bd hét ngu
soan di.

Cung nti cui dau lui ra.
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Chiéu Hoang nhu thoat dugc mot su
am anh. Guc dau bén canh dai guong,
nang mdc cho sudi 1¢ chan hoa. Theo
chudi ngoc chau tdm ta, sy dau kho
khong nhiing khong nhe b6t phan nao,
ma trai lai con tang thém gap bdi. Chiéc
thuyén gay lai gdp tran phong ba, nao
biét d4u la c6i phic ma tim?

Nang moi mét qua, dau nhdc, tim
dau, than thé ra liét. Luc 4y, vi ai dem
cho nang dugc chut nghi ngoi, an i, thi
dé la than Chét, nang cling vui long cam
ta....

Chét! .... Troi oi, chét gitia lac nay
duong say dam cdi thi vi cta tinh yéu? ...

Gitia luc long xuan duong dao dat,
doi v6i cudc doi nang con duong mudn
bam chdt lay nhu ké nga xudng dong sau
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c6 viu lay mot vat n6i lénh bénh? Khong!

Nang chua mudn chét, nang c6 thé
mat hét pham gia, mat hét co nghiép cua
ong cha, mat hét sy vui suéng ctia doi
pht quy ma nang van c6 thé cam long
danh phan, mién sao nang con dugc yéu,
sOng ma yéu ...

~ U, Tran lang, ngudi ma ta yéu
mén, kinh thd, ngudi ma ta lay lam su
tua nuong, che chg, Tran lang con thi hy
vong cua ta con, hanh phuc cta ta con
cht sao? ... Nhung, Tran lang liéu cé yéu
ta nhu 161 chang noi? ...
Y nghi 4y viia dut, Chiéu Hoang
bong thay mot ban tay dé nhe lén vai.
Nang ngang dau thi Tran Thai Ton dang
nhin nang mot cach thuong hai ..
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— Tram vi cd viéc cin phai sang tudng
pht nén, luc di, khong kip bdo tin dé Ai
khanh ro, khién Ai khanh phai bu6n rau,
Tram thuc héi han! ...

Chiéu Hoang dung day, niu lay vai
Thai Ton, khoc ntic no:

— That tién thiép phai budn rau vi
mot s nho mon ma bé ha da hoi han thi
khi thiép chiang may gdp nhiing su hiém
nghéo ghé gém, Bé ha chic hin thuong
tdm lam nhi? ...

Tran Thai Ton nghe néi bong c6 vé
lo so:

~ Ai khanh noi gi, Trim khong hiéu?

— Bé ha oi, thiép tuong Bé ha hiéu
r6 lam roi thi phai! Tinh ménh cua thiép
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hién nay nhu triing dé€ dau dang, khong
biét sém t6i nguy & lic nao. Quanh minh
thiép, tuyén la thu dich ca, trong cay con
mot Bé ha, nhung ching hay ...

Thai Ton, thay Chiéu Hoang ngling
noi, nhin nang hoi lau roi khé noi:

— Aikhanh nghi ngo tram?

— Vang! Thi€p ngo khong biét B¢ ha
c6 thuong yéu thi€p dugc nhu long thiép
kinh thé Bé ha khong? Sg khi giong to
phii phang, B¢ ha khong du cuong quyét
bao ho cho thiép khoi nhiing néi dap vui
day doa, vi Tran Thai su, du sao chang
ntia, doi véi Bé ha cling c6 tinh c6t nhuc
ndng hon nghia phu thé ...

— Aikhanh ché ngd viic ma oan trdm
1dm. TrAm dugc nhu ngay nay déu nho Ai
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khanh cd. Huong ho, ngoai nhiing vinh
hoa phu quy. Ai khanh con cho trdm ca
moét tadm long yéu, thd bdo vat ma hét
thdy kho tang trén thé gian cing khong
do dugc. Tram chac rang khong bao gis
xay ra sy gi d€ phién long Ai khanh.

Ma, vi du van nhat cé diéu gi, néu uy
quyén ctia trim khong dt bdo ho cho Ai
khanh, trdm nguyén sé cting Ai khanh
cling chiu ndi dau kho ay.

— Thiép xin cam on Bé ha. Mdt 16i
chi phan, thuc hon m¢t thang thudc hoi
sinh d6 Bé ha! ....

~ Ai khanh ch¢ lo, cuong thudng
nghia trong, tao khang chi thé bat kha
ha duong. Thai su v6i tram tinh trong
la chu chéau, nhung mat ngoai la vua toi,
chang 1& bay toi lai lam bic vua hay sao?
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— L& phai thi nhu thé, nhung long da
con ngudi lam khi de nén ca 1€ phai.

— Thiép da thd Bé ha, cha thiép da tré
nén ké tu hanh hiéu tinh vay ma rut lai
cha thiép bong dung chét mot cach tham
thé. Ty ti u? Xét ra Phu hoang thiép
khong c6 mot 1é gi dang phai tu tl hét.
GUi minh & chon am may, vui cling cau
kinh, tiéng ké, lai thém mat dugc nhin
canh ré hién con thao, bach tinh an vui,
nhiing 1€ ay phai khién cho Phu hoang
thiép yéu doi thiét séng ch? Chang qua
Thai su sg thién ha lay Phu hoang thiép
ra lam bung sung cho nhiing cudc tranh
chién nén mdéi dang tam tri kht di day
thoi. Da giét cha, Thai su khong 1é dé con
yén, vi s¢ thu odn sau nay ...

Thai Ton, khong ngd Chiéu Hoang
dodn rd ca su thuc, viia sg via thuong,
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v0i d6 nang ngoi xuong long sang va
kiém 16i an ui:

~ Loi Aikhanh doan vi tit da dung sy
that. D€ Tram do xem, Thai su qua thuc
da chuyén quyén lam ac, tram khong khi
nao tha. Con rién phin Ai khanh, trim
thé du phai hy sinh doi tram cting cam
long chi quyét khong khi nao tram dé
Ai khanh phai khé.
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Chuong 10

ran Thu Do, luc ay, dang cung

bon muu si, ban viéc & trong
Tudéng phu thi, mot tén linh hoang hét
chay vao bam rang:

— Tram lai Tuéng cong, duc Hoang
bé ty nhién bd cung dién, mot minh di
dau khong biét! ....

Tai mat, Thu Do ving dung day, hoi
don tén linh:
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— Thé con Hoang hau dau?

- Bdm Hoang hau van con & trong
Chinh cung, dang lo sg khdc 16c tra hoi
bon cung nhan.

— Vua di hoi nao?

— Badm diéu ay khong ai biét ca. Mai
lac ndi giam dang van thi¢n, trong cung
thay thiéu vua, ai nady méi do di tim ...

— Thé vién Ctu Mo6n Dé doc da cat
van bon linh canh chua?

- Bam da. Nhung ban ngay, ctia
thanh md, ngudi ra ké vao cling nhiéu,
bon linh canh vo6 tinh ...

— V6 tinh! Pem chém hét ca ching
noé di cho ta!
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Thu D6 ndi gidn ra cong duong, phat
1énh tu tudng. Giay lat, van vd kéo dén
dong du. Ai nay nhin sic mat Tha Do,
déu hoi hop lo au.

— Bach quan, trong cung viia xay ra
viéc dai bién, bach quan da ai r6 chua?

Vén, v6 nhén nhéc trong nhau, yén

lang.

Tha Do dap ban, thét 16n:

— O hay? Ta hoi cic nguoi cti ngay
ra nhu phong sanh vay? Cac nguoi da ai
biét r6 tin Hoang D€ xuat bon chua?

Cac quan hét hon, dong thanh néi:

— Bdm Tudng cdng, chung tdi chua
ai dugc biét tin di doi dy ca.
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Tht Do cudi nhat:

— HU, cac quan thi con ai biét gi niia!
Nhiing viéc 16n ctia Triéu dinh da quan
hé dau bang nhiing viéc tu & nha!

Cac quan biét Thu D¢, dang luc ttic
gidn, trach mang vo ly, nhung hét thay
déu khong dam cai. Tha Do héi:

— Bay gi¢ lam thé nao?

Mot quan van tién lén dap:

— Trudc hét, xin Tudéng cong giii kin
viéc nay, dung hé cho cong chung biét,
kéo long ngudi xon xao, nhiing quan bat

trac lai nhén co hoi lam can chéng.

Mot mat, Tudng cong truyén cho
bon tham tt di lung khap cac noi, tii nha
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cac dai than dén nha bach tinh, xem Vua
an lanh noi nao.

Thu D6 dam chan xuong dat, nghién
rang:

— Viéc nay, muu mo chaclai chity Ly
Chiéu Hoang. Han doan chung ta muén
hai nén c6 suc quyén rit Vua day.

Bon muu si cling htia theo:

— Tudng cong noi rat phai. Viéc nay
chac chi tu Ly Nuong nuong cling dong
dang ma ra!

— Dong dang? Ly Chiéu Hoang con
rat nhiéu dong dang? Ta tudng bon dong

dang ctia han da bi ta tru luc ca roi?

— B4m Tudng cong, bon trung than
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ctia nha Ly da hét sao dugc. Chung chua
hét thi han con tim du thién phuong
bach ké muu phd cong cudc ta lam.

— Né€u vay thi roi ching né sé chét
khong con mot mong. Céc tudng dau,
mau mau diém linh di suc sao khap noi,
bat ky chd nao c6 thé ngs duge va vao
bat ky ai hé c6 bo dang kha nghi la bat c6
ve day ta hoi.

Cac vo tudng da ran, tic khac moi
nguoi di mot nga, diém linh tim Vua.
Quay lai, Thu D¢ bao bon quan van:

— CoOn cac 6ng niia, cic 6ng hay dé
tam do xét giap ta viéc nay. Va, nhat la
cac ong ldc nao cling nén san sang, hé co
1énh triéu ma ai thiéu sét chim tré, ta sé
tri toi.
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Khi con mo6t minh vé&i bon muu sj,
Tha D¢ té y phan nan:

— Pau dudi chi tai ta lam viéc cip
qua. Ta mu6n phé bo Chiéu Hoang dé
trii moi lo vé sau, thanh thi nai ép Vua
mot cach thai qué mdi nén co sy nay.
Ta da bay to hét cac 1€ lgi hai, khuyén
Vua nén bo Hoang hau, xach lap vo An
Sinh Vuong Liéu 1én ngo6i Chinh cung.
Ngudi ay, tuy 1a chi dau ho vua nhung
c6 dtic 16n, nhan sac doan chinh phuc
hau, dang vi me dén, khong nhu Chiéu
Hoang, tuéng hong nhan bac phan hién
ra ngoai. Chang ngd, Thai Téon chung
tinh, khéong n& phu vg, khong né mat
long anh, nhat dinh phan doi ta kich liét.
Thai Ton lai néi néu ta con nai ép, sé bo
ngoi di tu. Thoat dau, ta cho do chi la 16i
khang khai cta tudi tré, khong ngo Thai
Ton dam cd gan lam thuc! Cai ctt dong
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bang khen vi Thdi Ton la ngudi
chong chung hau, khong quén nhiing on
to ctia Chiéu Hoang da nhudng ngodi cho
minh. Pang gian vi Thai Ton dam khong
nghe 16i ta, lam viéc 16n ma con dé€ cho
tinh nhi ni sai khién néi.

Tha D ldng im mot lat, sau lai néi:

— Xem thé du biét viéc Thai Ton di
tron khong phai tu Ly Chiéu Hoang nhu
ta viia do vay. Ta biét, nhung ta van budc
toi cho Chiéu Hoang, c6t d€ cho moi
nguoi cung ngd vuc han, nhu thé dé cho
cong viéc ta sau nay. K€ ra cling hoi tan
nhan thyc. Lay ngdi ctia ngudi, ép ngudi
cho chdu minh ro6i lai trudt bé nguoi di.
Nhung, thién ha la ctia chung, ai khén
ndy dugc. Nha Tran cuép ngdi nha Ly
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cling nhu nha Ly da cudp ngoi nha Leé,
tro doi chila mot tan tro tranh cuép lgi
danh. Ta truat bé Chiéu Hoang, dinh ga
cho Lé Phu Tran, nhu thé€la con ti té. Ta
ma nhan tdm dem giét di, Chiéu Hoang
cling danh chiu vay, kéu ai?

Mim cudi dac chi, Tha Do tiép:

— Ngudi ta & doi, moét la luu huong
thién c0, hai la di xi van nién. Tha Do
nay du chang dugc tiéng trung nghia véi
nha Ly nhu Quan Van Trudng khi xua
tdn tdm véi nha Han, thi cing dé€ dugc
tiéng v€ sau la ngudi khon ngoan, gido
quyét chang thua chi Tao A Man! Béy gis
cac nguoinén cung ta vao cung kham xét
xem c6 dugc diéu gi hay hon chang? Ta
quyét chi tli gid dén chiéu, bon v tuéng
thé nao cling tim thay Vua. Ké nao dam
4n nac Vua, ta sé tru di tam tdc. Ma néu
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Vua nhat quyét khong vé, ta sé cing van
vO bach quan thiét dai triéu nghi & cho
Vua tru.
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Chuong 11

"/{6 vang, xanh luét dudi dnh
sang hai ngon sdp hong. Chiéu
Thanh Cong chua, ngdi trudce an thu, tay
phai d6 cam, yén lang. Nang yén lang, vé
mdt lanh lung vi long nang da hap hoi,
tri nang da mét nhoai bai dau kho nghi
ngoi. Vién ni nhac, theo 1¢ thudng, 6m
dan lai gin nang va so day khé nan. May
tiéng oan than diu ddt cat 1én trong bau
khong khi ndng né ...
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Cong chua thég dai, ngdng dau, chau
mat. Nang khong du suc to cho ni nhac
cai y muon hay khong muon nghe dan.
Nga long, danh phédn, nang nhu mot
canh béo trén nudc, mic cho lan séng
mudn trdi di téi dau thi di. Gia luc ay
cd ai cudi duia bon cgt bén minh nang,
Chiéu Thanh Coéng chua ciing khong
ngan cam. Dai véi su doi, nang 1a ngudi
chét roi!

Tiéng dan cat 1én, ngdp ngling, dut
noi, roi x6 xat ndo nung. Ma, khuc tuong
tu khi trudc, ngau nhién, lai thon thtc
trén muoi sau doan to dong. Mudi sau
doan to dong thon thiic rung dong, cling
nhu trdi tim nang, da gan thoi dap, con
c6 boi hoi rung dong. Nang nhé lai may
cau tho nang da lam, nhé lai nhiing gi6
dam say mo mdng, i tinh nhu hen udc
vGi nang bao canh ruc r& tham tuoci. Thé
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ma nay, tam than ca chiu chim long, tinh
duyén ngang trdi, hy vong tién tan, trai
tim nang chi con la mét chiéc binh ngoc
chua day huyét 1¢! ....

Tiéng dan van bong tram khoan
nhdt, tinh thtc trong tim nang héo hat
biét bao ndi nhé niém thuong. Nang thé
dai, nga dau xuong lung ghé, cdp mat 16
do xa thdm ...

Gitia luc ay, ti€éng hai hoa di nhe trén
gach lat bong khién nang luu y. R6i, khic
dan ty nhién dut ti€ng, mot ngudi cung
ni ron rén budc vao.

Ngoi thang déy, Chiéu Thdnh Cong
chuia nhin tén cung nt méi vao bang cdp

mat lo ngai. Cung nt quy thua:

— Mu6n tau Dutc Ba, Tran Thai su da
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tim thay Vua r6i. Ngai ngu truyén khong
muon vé Triéu nia va yéu cau Thai su dé
Ngai dugc yén tdm ctia Phat, gac bo su
doi. Thai su khong nghe, bat tram quan
phai sap dai triéu nghi & ngay san chua
dé lam viéc, noi rang:

Vua déu thi triéu dinh & chd néy,
Hoang thugng khong biét lam thé nao,
danh phai xa gid vé cung. Xem y Ngai
budn lam, chang néi nang 16i nao. Théi
su tau doi viéc gi. Ngai chi gat dau. Hién
gio ha than nghe mong manh rang Thai
su duong thao chi€u tudc ngdi Chanh
cung cua DBuc Ba, ép ti€én An Sinh Vuong
Phi lam Hoang hau. Chiéu chi ¢6 1é s6m
mai thi hanh!

Chiéu Thanh Cong chua lang nghe
cung nhéan noéi. Sac mdt dan dan tai nhaot,
nang bong rén 1én mot tiéng va ngat di ...
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Lac nang tinh lai thi mat trang cling
viia soi bong qua khung ctia sd tron,
nhudm nép do lya méng nang mdc mot
mau trang xanh mo to. Nhin mat trang
day dan v6 tinh, Chiéu Thanh Cong chua
thd dai than:

— Troi 6i! Co6 thé nao nhu vay dugc
chang? Chi vi moét chiéc ngai vang ma ké
kia nhan tdm bach hai ta dén thé u? Lgi
danh la gi ma né khién cho loai nguéi
sinh long tham lam doc dia dén bac ay a?
Cudp hét co nghiép ctia Liét Thanh ta.

Tht DO con chua thda, con mudn
cudp not ca hanh phuc cua doi ta nial
Phu quy ta cé ti€c gi, nhung mét ngudi
dan ba khong thé sdng khong tinh yéu.
Tinh yéu cta ta, Tha D¢ sap lam cho tan
nat; han sé giét ta mdt cach tan nhan biét
chting nao!
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Dut 16i, Cong chua guc dau xudng
an, ri rugi nhu canh hoa tan ... Nang
khong khéc duge niia, vi khong con
nudc mat ddu ma khéc nita. Canh tugng
trong cung luc ay lanh lung tham dam
nhu canh mot bai tha ma. Thi ndG nhin
nhau, lac dau, ro 1é. Ching thuong cho
mot ba vua that thé cing c6 ma cang
thuong cho ki€p dan ba hén yéu vo cung

Mit triang van diém nhién tda anh
sang xuong vudng Ngu uyén, nhudém co
hoa mdt vé ao huyén. Lan gié dua huong
van ri rao trong ngan ld cum hoa. Ma,
tiéng triung eo dc canh thiu van cu khuc
nhac nghin van ndm dé ca nggi mot cai
bi mat nao khong r4 ...

Thoi khac qua ...
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Mot cam gidc nang né van dé xuong
trai tim moi ngudi. Thi, xa xa, tréng lau
bong diém canh ba ... Cong chua nging
dau, nhin khap bon cung nhan mét luot
nang bao chiung rang:

— Thoi, dém da khuya roi, cho céac
con di nghi, khong phai chau hau na.
Cac con cé thuong ta thi, tU mai day,
hinh anh ctia ta ¢6 con phang phat Cong
chtia cho tham cung nay, cac con ché dé
cho phai m¢ di la du roi! ...

Bon cung nii sut sti 6m mat khoc.
Chiéu Hoang cui dau, hai ban tay 6m lay
nguc nhu c6 git cho trai tim khoi v& tan
tanh. Tu day long kho héo, hai dong mau
dd bong tran ra hai khde mat, am tham
chay xuéng cdp ma hong phai ...
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Mot tén cung nii ding gan, thay vay,
v0i gio manh khan la ra dén. Thi la thay!
Nhiing giot 1¢ réd xu6ng manh khén 1a ty
nhién ran lai nhu mét chudi ngoc chau

Loi khéu truyén nhu vay phai chang
y ndi 1é kho tinh cua Chiéu Thanh Cong
chia du ngan van ndm van chiang bao
gio rao dugc? ...
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