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TIEU SU
NHA VAN TIEU TU

Ho tén: Vo Hoai Nam

Sanh nam: 1930

Nguyén quan: Go Dau Ha (Tay Ninh)

But hiéu: Tiéu T

Ong 14 con trai duy nhit clia gido su Vo
Thanh Cu, cyu gido su trudng trung hoc
Pétrus Truong Vinh Ky, Sai Gon.

— Tot nghiép Ky su, Marseille ndam 1955.

— Day ly hoa trung hoc Petrus Ky: 1955-
1956.
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— Lam viéc cho hang dau SHELL Viét
Nam tii nam thang 10-1956 dén 30/04/1975.

— Vugt bién cudi nam 1978. Dinh cu &
Phap tii dau ndm 1979 dén nay.

— Lam viéc cho hang dudng mia cia Nha
nudc Cote d’ Ivoire (Phi Chau):1979 - 1982.

— Lam viéc cho hang dau SHELL Cote
d’ Ivoire tli nam 1982 dén 1991, vé huu &
Phap.

— Trudc 1975, gitt muc biém vin “Tro
Dgi” cua nhut bao Tién.

— Bat dau viét truyén ngan khi luu vong
qua Cote d’Ivoire.

— Tap truyén “Nhiing Manh Vun” (Lang
Van Toronto xudt ban 2004) la tdp truyén
dau tay.
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@ on ngudi cd cai mat la quan trong
nhtt. That vay, néu lay cai mdt bd
di, tdt ca nhiing gi con lai trén than thé sé
khong duing vao dau dugc hét va cling khong
con ton tai dugc ntia. Khong c6 miii dé tha,
khong c6 miéng dé an... con ngudi khong céd
cai madt 1a ké nhu “tiéu tung”!

Trudc khi “dao sau” cai mat, xin md& dau
ngodc ¢ day dé€ “vinh danh” tiéng Viét: phan
16n nhiing gi nam trén cai mat déu bat dau
bang cht “m’, trén thé gidi chua c6 thu tiéng
nao nhu vay hét!

Day, nhin coi: trén mat c6 mat, mii,
miéng (moém), ma. O “mat” cd may, c6 mi,
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c6 mi mat, r6i mat myp, mat mong nudc,
mat mo mang, mat mo mong, mat mg, mat
mu... Qua téi “mai’, ngoai “mui” ra khong
thay chi “m” nao khac dinh vao. C¢ 1é tai vi
cai mii nd... cing khu, khong.... linh hoat.
Ay vay ma né - cdi mii - va “chan may”
(cting kém linh hoat nhu cdi mai!) lai dugc di
kém véi cai mat dé... ho trg cho tiéng “mat’,
trong ti ngl thong thudng: “mdt mai’, “mat
may’, lam nhu néu ndéi “mat” khong, phat
am nghe... tron lui, nhe héu khong lot 16
tai! Cho nén ngudi ta néi “mat mii bo phd”,
“mdt may hoc hac”, ché it nghe “mat bo pho,
mat h6c hac”,

Bay gio téi “ miéng’, thi cd moi, c6 mép,
r6i mom mép, moi mi€ng, miéng méo, miéng
moém, mim moéi, méu mao, map mady, bu
mdém, mut map... Dén “ma” thi ngoai “mut
mun” chicdé “mi mot cai” la con thay ch “m”
nhe nhe phat pho.... Tiéng Viét hay qua!
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Trd vé véi cai mit. Ong Troi, khi tao ra
con ngudi, ban cho cdi mat 1a mét an hué
16n. Nh6 c6 cdi mdt ma con ngudi nhan ra
nhau, chong nhan ra vg, con nhén ra cha,
biét ai la ban ai 1a thu... v. v... Thu tudng
tugng mot ngay nao dé bong nhién khong ai
con cdi mdt nita. Néu c6 song dugc nhd mot
su nhiém mau nao do, thu héi con ngudsi lay
gi dé€ nhdn dién nhau? Chong vg, cha con,
ban thu gi déu... xa ngau. Vay la loan dut!
Cho nén xua nay, ngudi ta coi trong cdi mat
lam. C6 nguoi con néi:
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— Tha chiu mat mang ché khong bao gis
dé cho mat mat!

Vi vay, rui ¢6 ai 16 161 cham tu 4i mot
ngudi nao thi ngudi do thay bi... mat mat,
lién dua mot nam tay 1én ham he:

— Thang d6, bd n6 gidn mdt tao ha? Tao
phai dan mét né mét lan cho nd biét mit tao.

Roi, bdi vi cai mat nd... nang ky nhu vay
cho nén khi néi vé mdt ngudi nao, ngudi ta
chi nham ngay vao cai mat cua ngudi do dé
ma noéi. Néu ghét thi goi “cdi bang mat” (Cai
mdt ma nhu tam bang thi thiét tinh thay chan
qua! Thudng nghe noi:

— Cai bang mat thiang dé tao coi hdng
vo!”

Néu hoi khinh miét thi goi “cai bd mat”
(“Thang nay c6 bd mat an cudp!”) Con khi
thuong thi cai mat tré thanh “cai guong mat”



Chbands | 13

(“Em c6 guong mat dep nhu trang ram!”)
Chua hét! Khi ndi gidan muodn... hoc mau,
nguoi ta cing chi nham vao cai mat ctia doi
thi ché khong chd nao khac dé “dong mot
dap” hay “cho moét dao” hay “pho mot phat”
hay...“tat mot lon dc-xit”! B&i vay, xua nay
nhling ngudi cé “ng mau” luc nao cling sg bi
“nhin mat tra thu’, va hoéi thoi chong Phap,
nhiing diém chi vién di nhin mat “quéan phan
loan” déu lay bao bo trum dau dé gidu mat!

Con ngudi, khi nhin ngudi khdc, ltic nao
cling bat dau & cai mat. Chi c6 ngudi khong. ..
binh thudng méi nhin nguoi khac bat dau &
cai chan hay cdi bung hay cai lung.

O d6 - & cai mit - ngoai cai dep cdi xau
ra, con hién lén “cai mat bén trong” ctia con
ngudi. Cac nha van goi 1a “nét mat’, nghe ...
triiu tugng nhung suy cho kj no rat dung.
B&i vi chi co cai mat 1a.....vé dugc cai nodi
tam ctia con nguoi that day du. Cho nén méi
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c6 ciu “Xem mat ma bat hinh dong” (hinh
dong & day 1a cai hinh dong gidu kin bén
trong con ngudi) Cho nén, trén song bai, cac
con bac thuong bat gan mat nhau dé doan
nudc bai caa doi thu.

Cho nén may gido su “chiém tinh gia”
lac nao cing li€c so cdi mat cua than chu
trudc khi nang ban tay lén xem chi tay, dé....
dinh mtc coi “thang cha nay no sé tin may
phan tram nhting gi minh n6i!” Thi ra, doi
ngudi khong nam trong long ban tay nhu
may “thay” dé ndi, ma né nam ngay trén nét
mat!

Ciing bdi vi cdi mdt nd... phan dong nhu
vay cho nén cdc “dinh cao tri tué ctia ta” da
ning cao canh gidc, an mdt mot cach... an
toan suodt giai doan dau tranh “chim” va chi
“xuat dau 19 dién” khi toan dan da vung 1én
ndi ddy. Va cac “dong chi vi dai cua ta”... thay
tén doi mat lia chia dé danh lac hudéng ké
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dich, nay dé€ rdu mai thay toc mét cao dau v.
V...

Ho 6m khu khu cai mat dé... quan ly né
tling giay tiing phut, chi sg né dé 1oi ra cai
mat that nhét gidu & bén trong, riét réi nod
x0 cting nhu mat bang dat. Dén noi vao ban
héi nghi quoc té, cac doi tugng khong lam
sao “bat gan mat” dé “di” mot nudc bai cho
ngoan muc! O day, phai néi thém cho r6 la
cho du trong néi bd véi nhau — nghia la gitia
“ta” va “ta” - cdi mat van bi quan ly y chang
nhu vay, bdi vi hanh dong d6 da bién thanh
“ban nang” tu khuya!

Vi vay, dling ngac nhién khi thay, sau
hoéi nghi, méi 6m “hén nhau tham thiét tinh
dong chi” ma trén dudng vé lai khu b cé
can b da bi “bum” hay bi “cho xe roi xuong
h&” mot cach rat... bai ban, dé lai niém “vo
cung thuong tiéc” nam trén vong hoa phing
diéu ctia ngudi da ra linh ha tha ! Co khi,
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chinh “dong chi” nay la ngudi thay mat tap
thé, dung ra... r6t nudc mat doc diéu van!

0] day, ong ba minh ndi: “Phai muoi mat
md6i lam dugc nhu vay”. That 1a chi ly! Cai
mat da muoi roi thi déu con sg... bi thai hay
bi sinh! Ta ct tinh bo thoi!

B&i cdi mdt né phdn anh con ngudi nén
hat béi méi “ddm mat” sao cho dung véi cai
“vai”. D€ khi budc ra san khau, khan gia nhan
ra ngay “thang trung, thang ninh, thang hién,
thang dd... v. v..”
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Ngoai doi, khong c6 ai ddm madt, nhung
van dugc ngudi khac “nhéan dién” la: thang
mat ga mai, thang mdt c6 c6 hoén, thing
mat... met, mat mam, mat thét, mat ham tai,
mat dua dam, mat tru cha hai me, mat...mo
..V V...

Sau thang tu 1975, ngudi dan mién Nam
da dugc Nha Nudc “vé lo bdi hé” thanh
nhiing khuén mat... khong giong ai, d€ dong
vai “nhan dan lam cht” trén san khau cach
mang, trong v4 trudng kich “bDéng lanh dao,
Nha nuéc quan ly, Nhan dan lam chu...”

Trén san khau chanh tri Viét Nam bay
gi®, trong cling nhu ngoai nudc, “dao kép”
tuy khong ddm mdt nhu nghé si hat boi
nhung moi ngudi déu c6 “lan lung” vai céi
mdt na, dé€ tly hoan canh, tuy déi tugng ma
deo 1én cho ngudi ta “thay minh la ai” (di
nhién khong phai la cai mat that ctia minh).
Réi cling “phling mang trgn mat hat ho inh
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0i” mot cach rat... tron vai, lam “ba con
dong bao, dong chi, dong huong” cu thay
nhu thiét! Diém dac biét la 6ng nao ba nao
cing muon thién ha chi nhin thay c6 “cdi mat
ctia minh” trong ddm b mdt dang maa may
quay cudng trén san khau. Vi vay, ho phai
ran bom cho cdi mdt cia minh to bang...
cai nia, dé€ thay ho mdi dung la... “dai dién”!
Chang qua la ho mudn tao thoi co d€ kiém
cho cai... dit cia ho moét cai... ghé! bén day
thi v4 tudng trén san khau dang chuyén sang
16p “ga nha boi mdt dd nhau” ... Cai mdt da
trd thanh “mot van dé”!

b€ cham duat bai nay, va d€ dugc yén
than, xin phép doc gid cho tdi “vac cdi mat
cta toi di chd khac”!
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