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Berdkialsonce Vg

hi€u ty nhau dugc hong thiéu
uy?
Tanh héi vi thi€éu uy méi d6i vé don
vi hon ba thang dong thoi la cap chi huy
cta minh. Duong tra 16i lap la lap lting:

— To6i md&i biét uong chut chat... chac
phd moi gioi hon...

Tanh cudi ha ha ndi vuot dudi nhu
c6 lam vui long cap chi huy tré tudi.

— Day la dugc roi thi€u uy... D€ hom
nao toi véi thi€éu uy qua bén kia song. ..
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Ba tiéng “bén kia song” khong biét
c6 gi ddc biét ma lai khién cho Duong
phdi ngudc nhin qua bén kia con song
kha rong. Doi dat dai lo tho xém nha la
chling vai muoi cin cat rai rdc nam lot
thom gitia cdnh dong cé rong. Hang cay
xanh nho lén trdi cling xanh vi dang do
thang ndm. Anh cling da dugc thugng
si Bién, ngudi don phd cua minh néi
sO s0 vé x0m nha bén kia song. Daoi voi
Bién, ho la nhiing ngudi khong tin dugc,
nghia la nhiing ngudi xau. Doi véi ong
thugng si gia do, bat ci ngudi nao khong
diing chung hang ngii v6i 6ng ta thi ho
la nhiing ngudi xdu. N6 da dugc phan
dinh san trong dau ctia ngudi da c6 hon
25 tudi linh. Ong ta néi véi cdp chi huy
cta minh vé x6m bén kia song bang vé
than trong va nghi ky. Trén cuong vi
cua mot cap chi huy, Duong lam nhu
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ton trong 16i nodi ctia 6ng thugng si gia
song trong long anh lai nghi khac. G doi
c6 ngudi tot ngudi xdu. G dau ciing c6
ngudi hién lanh va ti té. G dau cling c6
nguoi gian ac va xau xa. Néu noi cai xdm
bén kia song xau, dan theo quoc gia thi
it ma theo may 6ng mdt tran nhiéu hon
thoi ¢ tai Sai Gon cling vay thoi. Khong
ai bi€t ho & dau, lam gi, chi khi nao dung
chuyén thi méi biét. Ddc cong, giao lién
& day trong thanh pho tu doi nao, khi cé
lénh mai 16 mat ra.

— Bén dé c6 quan nhau a?

Duong hdi cho c6 chuyén. Anh biét
Tanh, du vg con 1t khit ma van thich cip
be cap ban nhiu nhet.

— Quan nhau thi hong cé dau thiéu
uy. Chi céd mot cdi quan tap hda ban rugu
va ddm thém may mon dua cay... Buon
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budn t6i cling hay qua dé choi. Thiéu uy
mudn di a?

Duong gat dau nhe nhe. Thuc ra thi
anh muon qua do lau r6i song cu bi 6ng
dai doi phé can hoai nén du dv chua di
vi khong muon lam mait long 6ng ta. Bay
gio ong thugng si di vang nén “vang xép
gia ga moc dudi tom...”

— Ngay mai minh di thi€u dy... Muén
chic an thi minh kéo mét tiéu doi theo.
Toi bao xap nho canh chiing cho thi€u
uy lai rai d& buon...

— Ong Bién c6 qua dé nhau lan nao
chua?

Duong hdi va Tanh cudi ha ha tra
16i:

— Ong ma qua do nhau... Ong ghét
cai xdm bén kia song d6 lam. Tai vi trén
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quan héng cho, chi néu ho cho phép 6ng
dam dot luon cai x6m dé...

— Ngudi ta lam gi ma 6ng ghét?

— Chéng lam gi hét... Ong ghét vi ho
nga theo phia bén kia...

Duong gat dau, roi nghi sao anh lai
lac dau cudi noi:

— Dan, nguoi ta theo phia bén kia
chua hdn 1a ngudi xdu. Hong chiing ho
bi bat budc phai theo. Ho bi linh bén kia
chia sting bao theo thi ho theo. Toi héi
anh chu bay gi¢ anh bi bén kia chia sing
bdo anh di theo ho, anh di khong?

— Thi€u uy noi gién thiéu uy. Toi c6
sung ma thiéu uy. C6 bé gi la toi dn thua
da véi ho lién...



12 Qo Swllam

Duong moc tui lay goéi Bastos xanh
ra dua moi Tanh. Khong khach sdo Tanh
lay mot diu. Quet diém, anh dot cho cap
chi huy truéc ré6i méi t6i phién minh.
Hit hoi dai, nha khoi ra tu ti, Duong
1én tiéng chdm rai nhu dé giai thich cho
nguodi linh ma anh biét chua nghi sau va
xa hon minh.

— Anh c¢6 sung thi anh méi an thua
dt v6i ho duge. Con dan chung ho tay
khong thilay cai gi d€ an thua du véi linh
cta phe bén kia. Dan yéu dudi nén ai bat
nat ho ciing dugc. Ong Bién, 6ng ghét
ho vi ly do ho theo bén kia thi t6i nghi
ong khong dung. Minh di linh la minh
cé nhiém vu bdo vé dan, ma minh khong
bao vé dugc dan ctia xém bén kia song vi
vay ho mdi theo phe bén kia, thi dé la 16i
ctia minh. Minh da khong chu toan trach
nhiém thi tai sao lai ghét ngudi ta...
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Duong noi hoi dai, nhu néi véi minh,
cho minh nghe hon la néi véi linh. Tanh
ldng thinh vi khong hiéu cap chi huy néi
gi. Véilai anh cting khong mudn ban vao
cai viéc cua hai 6ng don trudéng va don
phd. Anh 1a linh, ai bao sao lam vay thi
mdi yén than dugc.

— Tui ra thiéu uy qua bén d6 ma
thiéu uy lam on lam phudc diing cé noi
v6i 6ng Bién nghen thiéu ay. Ong rdy tui
chét... Véi lai con vg tui ma biét tui la ca
qua bén kia song la... la...

Duong cudi ha ha vi nghe Tanh ap
ung. Anh ciing biét chuyén Tanh bi vg
cam hong cho nhau vi ghen tuéng nhiéu
hon 1a sg ton tién.

— Toi nghe néi 1a vg anh hdng thich
anh nhau?
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Tanh cudi gai gai dau.

— N6 hong thich tui nhiu vi hé nhau
la tui nhiu quac can ciu thanh ra bo bé
n6. N6 néi tui ma xin thi cai d6 mém
€o...

Duong pha lén cudi khi nghe Tanh
noi cau sau cung.

— Thi anh udng chut chut thoi. ..

— Héng dugc... Tui c6 tat hé ngoi
nhdu la phai quac can ciu... Udng suong
suong ba bén ly tui chiu héng dugc...

Cudi hit hoi thudc, Duong néi nhu
tran an linh ciia minh:

-~ Anh diing lo... Anh héng rt
thi t6i ciing hanh quéan qua bén dé. Toi
phai dich than qua dé tham dan cho biét
su tinh...
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Tanh cuoi hang hac khoai chi vé 16i
noéi ctia cap chi huy.

— Phai do6 thiéu uy. Hoi thi€u uy
chtia vé, 6ng Bién Ong ghét cai xdm bén
kia song lam nén &ng lam lo chdng ngé
ngang du bén nay vdi bén kia chi cach
nhau c6 con song nhd... Nhau ba hot
tui cdi 40 101 qua song hoai... Duong gat
dau ra lénh:

— Béy gio anh di lua cho t6i mdt tiéu
doi, lvua anh nao chtia vg...

Tanh bat cudi. Phan Duong ciing
mim cudi véi minh. Méi vé day chiia day
ntia ndm ma anh xem ra minh cé tién
bd vé mdt an nodi giong nhu dan qué &
day. Anh cling mdc ba ba den, ddi nén
14, di chan khong, biét phui phui chan
cho sach bui dat trugc khi leo 1én b van
ngoi lai rai chung rugu dé véi linh hodc
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cac 6ng gia & trong lang nam cach don
hon tram thudc.

- O day ching c6 dita nao chtta vg
hét tron hét troi thi€u uy oi. Tui nd, con
trai mdéi 17 dd mudn vg, con con gai 16
da “mdéng chuong” roi. Di dau trén xém
duédi cai lang nay kiém dau ra thang
chtia vg trt thiéu uy... Khong nhin dugc
Duong cudi hac hac.

— Vay a... thi anh lya miy dta tre tré
cho toi...

Tuén 1énh cap chi huy, Tanh bo di.
Duong con ngdi lai cong sau ctia don
nhin qua bén kia song. Xém nha 14 lua
thua. Co vai cay cao nho 1én. Luc binh
troi cham chdm. Khém dita nuéc nam sat
bd ram rap nhd c6 dan 6 r6 va coc ken.
May cay gi ma anh dodan cay ban nga de
ra song. Con song, dung hon 1a con rach
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16n, t6i ngay cho cd ngdi don lai phinh
rong ra lam cho nudéc chdy cham hon
trii khi nao c6 mua l6n thi nudce tl trong
dong méi tran xuodng song lam cho nude
duc ngau. Binh thudng nudc chay lu du
va trong xanh nhu dugc long phen. Hoi
thdi linh cho anh biét con song nay sé
noi lién véi con kinh gi dé chay tudt luot
vao trong miét bung bién DPong Thap
cho nén phen lan vao lam cho con séng
nudc trong doi khi thay tan day vao mua
kho. Ciing vi c6 phén thanh ra it c6 tom
ca ¢ trt may loai nhu ca lang, cd trén, ca
chach va nhting loai ca chiu nuéc phén
ma anh khong biét tén. Con trao tret tu
dau bay lai dau trén dau cay chong nhon
cam dai dai theo bo song. Cay cau van
nho ra xa c6 budc chiéc ghe ma linh
trong don thudng dung dé qua xém nha
bén kia hay cheo doc theo bd song chai
ludi, cam cau, san chdang nghich, 6¢ cao,
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le le, chu6t, hodac hai diia nudc, ban dem
vé lam moi nhdu khi khong kiém dugc
cac mon khac nhu tom ca, chudét, ran,
rua. Khong gian tich mich va quanh hiu.
Duong nghe dugc tiéng chim cu gu trén
néc cla rang tram bau x€ bén phia trai
ctia don gan véi u sung dai lién 30.

9 giG sang. Nguyén tiéu doi dudi su
chi huy cta Duong, chia lam ba todn lan
lugt ngoi xuong ba la qua x6m nha bén
kia song. C¢ 1€ biét ro tinh hinh ctia xém
nha 14, Tanh da ra linh cho linh trang bi
day du dé€ phong ho. Riéng Duong chi
mang theo khau Colt-45 v6i mot bang
dan thoi. Anh nghi ban ngay chac may
ong du kich cting e dé khong ddm phuc
kich hodc tan cong minh. Con dudng
mon tii ngoai mé song chay lot gitia canh
dong cd cao vaxanh ri. Bi hét con dudng
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mon anh thdy xé6m nha 14 hién ra. Gan
t6i can nha dau tién, di sau lung cap chi
huy Tanh chgt 1én tiéng.

— Thiéu uy chd chut thiéu uy...
Nghe Tanh ndi Duong hoi loi chan.

— Thang Mit v6i thang Xua... Hai
thang bay vao trudc... coi chiing bi ban
sé...

Tanh noi nhu ra lénh. Mit véi Xua di
trude. Tanh v6i Duong ding nhin theo.
Lat sau Tanh 1én tiéng.

— Thang Chiing dan toan 1 boc bén
trai. Thang Mting dan toan 2 ém bén
mdt. D€ tao véi thiéu uy di vao...

Tiéu doi 12 nguoi chia lam 3 toan
cham chap di vao xdm nha ctia dan.
Chting bon, nam chuc can nha cat dai
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dai theo con 16 dat nho. Toan nha la.
Dan chung ngheo xdc ngheo xo. Con nit
cd dua & trudng dua cai bung bu chang
bang nhu mac cam tich. C6 dtia & tran
mac quan cut rach trudc rach sau. Dan
ba nhiéu hon dan 6ng, ma dan 6ng thi
chiing nam chuc tré 1én chi khong thay
trai tré. Co 1€ quen vé6i chuyén linh bén
kia song di qua day nén con nit ding 16
mat nhin. Con ngudi 16n thi im ldng. C6
nguoi gat dau chao. Cing cé ngudi cudi
chao Duong. Chac ho thay anh la mat.

— Minh vao day thiéu uy...

Dting trudc can nha 14 lup xup, Tanh
néi nho. Trén vach 14 treo long chdng
may cai noi dat ci. Chiéc mai va dung
day nuéc mua dat noi goc. Hoi khom
ngudi Duong theo sau Tanh budc vao
ctia. Trong nha hoi t6i mot chat du cé
anh sang lot vao khung ctia s6 kha rong.
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— Chi Tu oi...

Tanh lén tiéng goi chti nha. Thay
Duong con ding x6 rd, anh ta cudi ti€p.

— Thiéu uy ngoi di thi€u uy...

Khong néi gi Duong ngoi xudng cdi
gh€ cay quanh cai ban nho dat gan cua
ra vao. Nghe tiéng chan lep xep anh nhin
vé phia bép. Mot ngudi dan ba budc ra.
Toc bui, di chan khong, bd ba ba bang
vai den giong nhu may ngudi dan ba
khac ¢ xém nay. Goi ba ta ciing khong
diang lam. Tiéng ba danh cho ngudi gia
hodc trong tudi, trong khi ngudi dan ba
nay anh dodn méi ba muci ngoai nén
goi bang chi thoi ding hon. Khi chi téi
gan anh nhan thay cé diéu hoi khang
khac. Da mit chi trang hon so véi nhiing
nguoi dan ba ma anh thdy trong xém
nha la nay. Dan & day dai dau mua véi
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nang thanh ra da mat ctia ho rdm den va
cO nhiéu vét nhan hon dan thi thanh so
cung s0 tuoi véi nhau.

— Chu Tanh uong gi cha Tanh?

Hoi Tanh ma chi cht quan lai nhin
Duong cudi nhu t6 y chao ngudi khach
la ma chi mdéi biét mdt lan dau. Dua tay
chi Duong, Tanh cudi ndi véi chi chu
quan.

- Ong thiéu ay nay la x€p cta tui do
chi... Ong m&i & Sai Gon déi vé day...

Nghe Tanh no6i nhu vay, chi chti quan
hoi c6 vé ngac nhién.

— Da chao thiéu uy... Thi€éu uy uéng
gi thi€u uy?

Duong chua kip tra 161, chi ndi tiép:

— D€ t6i md ctia cho sang...
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Chi kéo hai canh ctia sat vao vach.
Cén nha sang han 1én. Duong git dau
cudi hai long. Ngoi day anh c6 thé nhin
ra dudng dong thoi cling dugc ngam
chi chti quén an mac luém thudém trong
mot cdi quan tap hoa ngheo nan c6 mui
la la nhu mui nudc mam pha tron véi
mui mam, ca kho, tuong va nhiing thu
linh kinh khac ndm trong géc t6i hodc
dugc treo day trén vach 1a. Tuy nhién
anh khong doi hoi gi hon. It ra du ngheo
kho, an mdc lam 13, ngudi dan ba van
1a hinh anh dé nhin nhét so véi nhiing
ngudi cing mac ba ba den mang sing &
trong ving hoang vu va diu hiu nay.

— Toi nghe anh Tanh néi chi cd rugu
va thic an ngon...

Nguoi dan ba mim cudi song im lang
khong noi gi hét. Lat sau ngudc nhin
Duong, chi nhd nhe thua:
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— Cam on thiéu ay... Dé t6i dem
rugu ra cho thi€u ay va chu Tanh thu
trudce roi toi di lam mén nham...

Thém moét diéu ntia cho Duong
dodn ngudi dan ba nay la. D6 la tiéng
“t61” ma chi xung ho véi anh. Dan lang 6
day khong cd xai tiéng t6i ma xung 1a tui.
Chi dung tiéng toéi ttic la hon déan lang.
N6 cho anh biét chi c6 hoc chut dinh
hodc ngudi thi thanh tréi giat téi vung
héo lanh nay. Ngudi dan ba trd ra, tay
cam xi rugu va cai chung nho. Chi 16 ra
vé khong dugc ty nhién lam, cd 1€ vi sy
hién dién cua 6ng x€p don la mat.

— Chu Tanh ngoi lai rai véi thiéu ay
nghen dé t6i di lam d6 nham...

— Chi lam mon gi vay chi?

Duong cudi hdi véi ylam quen. Thay
chi du du chua tra 161, anh cudi tiép.
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— To6i hoi vi to mo théi... Chi ndu gi
toi an do, khong phan nan ma ciing hong
c6 ché dau...

Ngudi dan ba cudi gat dau.

—Da... bétéilam luon um cho thiéu
uy nhau... Tanh gat gu tdc lugi.

— Cha... mén nay nhau bat nghen
thiéu uy...

Duong cudi im ldng hit hoi thudc.
Tréi mua nang néng va ham nhu sap
mua. Khoéi thudc tan loang trong kho-
ng khi ndng va sén sét roi lang 16 theo
ctia bay ra ngoai. May hii keo dat trén cai
quay cao ngang nguc. Muoi cdi noi dat
dua loai. Anh ngtii dugc mui nuéc mam
hoi hoi. Thung dau Itta ddt trong gdc.
Thém vai thu 1at vat to ra quan tap hoa
nay chang ¢4 bay ban gi nhiéu. Chac dan
lang nghéo nén dau co tién ma mua.
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— Do di thiéu uy...

Tanh lén tiéng khi thdy xép tram
ngam chua chiu can chung rugu day.
Pua chung rugu 1én ngam nghia Duong
Uc cdi trdt roi im ling nhu muén lang
nghe cam giac cua vi dang cay ngot cua
rugu dang tu trong miéng ctia minh nhu
dong nudc ndéng chay qua c6 hong roi
troi xuong da day.

— Pa hong thiéu uy?

Tanh héi trong lac rét rugu. Duong
gat dau cudi.

- ba diu luon... Méi uong mot
chung ma tdi thdy ran ran roéi... Chac
anh va linh phai khiéng t6i dia qua...

Tanh cuoi hac hac hoi nga dau do
rugu vao miéng ctia minh.
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— Minh lam san san ba hot cho ba
dem luon um lén...

Noi xong anh thong tha rét rugu vao
chung roi day n6 sang cho cap chi huy.
Duong nglia ¢6 uc mot hoi can chung
rugu ntia. Kha tiéng 16n nhu dé cho hoi
dé cay ndng bay ra xong anh lac lac dau.

— Chac minh phai qua day thuong. ..

Cau noi cua cap chi huy dung vao
diéu ma Tanh dgi song khong ddm noi
ra. Khong bo 16 dip may, anh ta 1én tiéng
lién.

— Thiéu ay néi phai dé thiéu uy...
Minh nén qua day it nhat thang moét lan
goi la “thdm dan cho biét sy tinh...”

Néi xong Tanh cudi hang hac vi
khodi chi khi nhac lai cdu néi cua cép
chi huy. Hoi thap giong xuéng nhu chi
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mudn cho minh va x€p nghe dugc ma
thoi, Tanh thi tham.

— Lay long dan xém nha 1a nay thi
minh d& lam thiéu uy. Khéi lo bi phao
hay bi up mat song...

Duong gat dau dong y véi diéu ma
Tanh vtia noi. Trong tro choi giét ngudi
nay phe nao dugc dan tng ho 1a phe do
dd lo nhiéu thd lam. Chi & day non sau
thang, anh da biét don bi phao kich hoai
ma vi tri dat sung déu xuat phat ti xdm
nha 14 va cac dia diém ven séng. Néu
chiém dugc long dan tic phan nao kiém
soat dugc hoat dong ctia may ong linh
thudc phe bén kia. Pang suy nghi, nghe
tiéng budc chan, Duong ngudc nhin 1én
thay chi chti quan bung mot céi t6 that
16n con boc khdi. Chi di chua t6i gan ma
anh da nghe mui thom lting ctia rau ngo
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om. Dat cdi td6 xudng ban, chi cudi noi
v6i Duong.

— Moi thi€u uy an thu... Chac hong
ngon bang Sai Gon dau...

Duong cudi néi. Giong cta anh rat
that:

— Ngon khong thi chua biét ma toi
ngui mui rau ngd om thom qua... Théem
chdy nudc miéng. ..

Ba chti quan bat 1én tiéng cudi vi cau
noéi ctia 6ng khach qui. Budc ra sau giay
lat chi trd ra véi hai cai chén, hai d6i daa
va dia nudc mam séng c6 nhiing lat Gt
do tuoi.

— Thié€u ay an trudc di thiéu ay. Chi
Tu lam do6 dn ngon c6 ti€éng do6 thiéu

uy...
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Cam lay cdi muong nhya mau nga
nga dua lén dinh muc miéng nudc thd,
nghe Tanh goi chi Tu, Duong ngudc
nhin chi chti quan cudi hoi:

— Chi tu ma tu gi?

Cau hoi nay dudng nhu danh cho chi
cht quan hon la cho Tanh, mac du khi
héi anh lai nhin Tanh. Hiéu y chi cudi
tra 1oi:

— Da chi tu Ty Van...

Ngting lai nhin Duong, chi cudi dua.

— Ty Véan chu hong phai tu van a
nghen... Anh chi em trong nha thudng
goi tat [a Van...

Cusi ha ha, Duong muc muodng
nudc dua lén ném doan gat gu.
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— Ngon tuyét... Téi hong ngs & cai
x0m nha la heo hut nay c6 dau bép Tu
Van ndu dn ngon ma lai an danh...

Van bat cudi. Duong cam thay giong
cudi cta chi nghe that diu dang va than
quen. Ciing chang c6 gi la. Ho 1a nhiing
nguoi vi ly do nao do6 bi bat budc phai
song & day, vi vdy ma dé dang va mau
chdéng cam thong hon. Chi can nghe tén
thoi, Duong biét ba chu quan dn mac
ludm thudm nay khong phai dan sinh ra
va 16n 1én ¢ day. Cling nhu anh, chi la
dan troi giat. Hi€u diéu d6 nén anh kho-
ng can phai héi thém. Ngudi ta mudn
noi thi ho néi. Luc van lam chi cho thém
phién.

Thay Tanh ddy chung ruou day tai
trudc mat minh, Duong cudi yc mdt hoi
can chung dé xong kha tiéng 16n roi lay
tay phay phay ngay miéng ctia minh nhu
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muodn xua hoi néng ctia rugu. Cu chi ctia
anh lam cho VAn bat cudi.

— Nong ha thi€u uy?

Khé gat dau Duong cudi trd 16i cau
héi ctia Tanh.

— Ruogu cay thém canh chua nong va
thom thanh ra ngon tuyét...

No6i xong anh ddy chung rugu qua
cho Tanh. Ro6t day chung anh ta quat cai
trdt roi dung lén.

— Thiéu uy ngoi day nghen... Toi di
rdo mot vong coi may dda tui né lam
gi...

Nhin theo Tanh budc le ra cua,
Duong thay may diia con nit bu theo anh
ta chac xin tién mua keo banh. Thay Tanh
lac dau anh ngoac mot dua dang diung
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gan ctia ngay chd minh ngoéi. Thang nho
nhin anh giay 14t r6i rut re di t6i ma cling
khong dam t6i gan. Duong cudi noi véi
Van.

— Chi lam on kéu may dda nho vao
day phat banh keo cho tui né réi tinh
tién cho toi...

Do du mét chut, Van lam theo 16i
ctia Duong, cho keo dua bé rdi sai n6 di
kéu may dua khac. Lat sau chiing hon
chuc dda con nit bu day trudc ctia quan
chd lanh keo. Sau khi dam con nit di hét,
Vén cudi ndi v6i Duong.

— Cam on thi€u uy... Nh¢ 6ng ma
toi maéi ban hét maé keo ca...

— Khong cd chi... Thay may dia nho
t0i nghiép qua... Toi nhé tdi hoi nho...
ngheo nén them du tha...
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Noi xong Duong cudi im lang nhin
ra con dudng dit nhan thinh vi dugc
nguoi di lai thudng xuyén. Gié dong
thoi vé lam boc 1én chut bui mé. Khong
gian thit im vang, lan trong do6 chut diu
hiu va c6 quanh. Téi ngoi noi chiéc ghé
trong gbc, Van cling nhin ra ngoai dudng.
Thinh thoang chi lai liéc v€ phia 6ng linh
dang ngodi tram ngam. Sy im lang ciing
nhu khudén mét cé chut gi khac khé, mai
mét va khoac khodi ctia 0ng ta la diéu
hi€m thay & viing dat hoang nay. Thudng
nhting ngudi linh bén kia séng khi qua
day déu c6 tao ra sy cach biét doi khi tré
thanh song sugng va trich thugng néu
khong mudn noéi la hong hach. Nhu céi
ong thugng si ma chi con nhé mit. Ong
bat moi ngudi goi 6ng bang cip bac va
do6i xt v6i dan bén nay nhu ti binh hodc
ké thu.
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— Thiéu uy déi vé day lau chua thiéu
uy?
Van lén tiéng nhu muodn pha tan bau
khong khi im lang gitia hai nguoi.
— Gan nuvia nam roi chi...
— O day budn ha thiéu ty?

— Luc méi vé thi buon... Bay gio
cling quen rdi... ma khi quen roi thi t6i
lai thich & day hon...

— Thiéu uy thich ma thich cai gi?

Thay Duong quay nhin minh cudi,
Van voi 1én tiéng nhu mudn lam r6 caiy
trong cau hoi cia minh.

— Téi muodn ndi la ngudi ta, canh vat
vay ma...

Rét day chung rugu roi dua l1én nhap
ngum nhd, Duong cat giong nhe nhang.
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— Toi thich cdi khong khi diu hiu va
c6 quanh 6 day. N6 budn that song t6i lai
cam thay c6 chut gi ém & va quen thudc
nhu qué t6i. Nguoi dan & day cling lam
cho t6i mén. Ho chat phac, that tha va
dung di. Linh trong don c6 noi vé xém
nha 14 nay, bdi vay tdéi muon qua day.
Minh phai thiy bang mat, nghe bang tai
thi minh méi cé thé tin dugc diéu ngudi
ta ndi dung hay sai. Nguoi ta c6 ndi cau
“Tai nghe khong bang mat thay va chi cé
nguoi trong cudc mdi to6 tuong...” Chac
chi biét cau nay?

Duong buong mét cau héi do dudng
nham y muon biét thém vé ngudi dan ba
ctia x6m nha bén kia song nay. Van gat
git dau cudi to ra minh hiéu ciu ndi cua
ong x€p don song lai khong ndi gi hét.
Thay vay Duong tiép lién:
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— Chiva dan & day khac hon 16i thién
ha néi vdi toi...
— Chac ho ndi khong t6t vé xdm nha
nay...

Duong gat dau nhu xac nhéan. Van
nhan ra sy thanh that trong 16i noéi cta
ong x€p don.

— Da... cling cé ngudi ndi tot ma
cling c6 ngudi noéi xadu. Nhu anh Tanh
thi anh noi tot vé xé6m nha bén kia song
nay. Riéng toi thi toi nghi. ..

— Thiéu uy nghi sao?
— Chi la nguoi tot. ..

— Cam on thi€u uy... Thi€u ay mdi
gdp roi thiéu ay noi vay chu...

— Toi no6i that chti khong phai noi dé
lay long chi dau... Chi tot hay xau vdéi



38 | Com Sa liamn

nguoi khéc thi téi khong biét, nhung véi
toi thi chi tot. Hong t6t thi chi dau cé ndu
cho t6i an... ma lai ndu moén ngon nia...
Vé6i lai khi thay chi toi c6 cdi cam giac...
Noi ra thoi kho ma gidi thich song t6i
cd cam gidc nhu gdp lai ngudi quen cua
minh...

No6i xong Duong cat tiéng cudi lam
cho Van cling cudi theo. Nhd vay ma
khong khi gitia ho c¢6 thém chut c6i mé
va than thién hon. Li€c nhanh 6ng linh
may lan sau cung Van mdéi mé miéng
héi.

— Thiéu uy c6 vg con gi chua?

— Chua... T6i chua muon lay vg véi
lai chdng c6 c6 gdi nao mudn ldy toi...

Vi nhin ra dudng trong luc tra 16i,
Duong khong thay dugc Van mim cudi.
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— Thiéu uy phai di lén quan hay lén
tinh thi may ra md&i c6 nguoi. ..

Noi t6i dé Van ngling lai. Nhin ngay
cho khach ngoi chi cuoi tiép.

— ... Xting vdi Ong. ..

Tu rét rugu vao chung xong dua lén
nhdp ngum nhd, Duong lac lac dau.

— Toi ¢6 kén chon gi dau... Ching
qua la khong tim dugc ngudi hgp véi
minh...

— Thiéu uy bao nhiéu tudi?
— Da 24... Chi c6 gia dinh chua?
— C6... hai con...

Nhin ra ngoai dudng, Van noi tiép
giong buon budn.
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— May dua nho xin keo hoi ndy c6
hai da con cua toi...

Dt Van khong noi song Duong cling
tu suy ra chong ctia chi co thé la ngudi
cta phia bén kia. Chi & bén kia song di
nhién chong cling phai 1a nguoi ctia phia
bén kia. Ciing nhu anh & bén nay song
thi phai la ngudi ctia bén nay. Hai ngudi
im lang sau khi tro chuyén t6i d6. Duong
vua lai rai chung rugu dé, hut thuocla va
nhin ra duéng. Con Van ngoi thu hinh
trong goc nha. Duong thé dai tham ldng.
Hinh dnh ctia Van cing chinh la hinh anh
ma anh da gdp trong hon nam ndm linh.
Nhan nhuc va chiu dung. Khong than
van vé s6 phan ham hiu ctia minh ma
cing khong hon trach ngudi nay ngudi
no. Phai chiang song la sy phai chiu dung.
Ai ciing phai chiu dung hét, nhung cé
nguoi lai than van ma cé ngudi lai than
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nhién chap nhan. Than nhién chap nhéan
1a mot thai do tich cuc cia ngudi hiéu
dugc cdi 1€ gian don cua sy song.

Nhin Tanh budc le trén con 16 dat do
ddy, Duong mim cudi. Nhiéu lan anh c6
y nghi dua ngudi linh tré nay 1én thay thé
cho thugng si Bién, mot 6ng linh gia kém
nang dong, song bang nhiing dinh kién
cling ngat va khong chiu thay doi. Cai
chd kém coi ctia nhiing ngudi cé tudi la
kho hoac khong chiu thay doi. Thai gian,
khong gian bién dich nén doi song ciing
vO chiing va con ngudi ciing khong di
ngoai quy luat do thi tai sao ngudi ta lai
khong thay d6i, mot tac dong nhéan sinh
can thiét d€ khong bi dao thai. Ciing nhu
chuyén doéi pho véi x6m nha 14 bén kia
song, ong thugng si khang khang khong
chiu budc chan qua xém nha 14 véi tinh
than thién va su céi mdé ctia mot ngudi



42 9 G Salian

chap nhan cdi x4u va cdi tot va chiu dung
bang thai do than nhién. Néu nghe 16i
thugng si Bién thi lam sao anh biét dugc
x0m nha la cling c¢6 nguoi tot nhu ngudi
dan ba dang ngoi kia. Nghi t6i d6 anh
bong bat 1én cudi I6n.

— Thiéu uy cudi gi vay thi€u uy?

Van 1én ti€éng hoi. Cam xi rugu lén
rét vao chung, Duong noi trong tiéng
CUOi.

— T6i cudi chi...

Cau noi cua anh rat that song doi véi
Van né nhu mot cau no6i dua gién khoi
dong tinh to mo cuta chi.

— Thiéu uy cudi toi... Toi lam gi ma
thiéu ay cudi...

Nghe giong hoi dung dang ctia Vén,
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Duong biét chi hiéu 1am bén thong tha
noéi hét nhiing gi minh nghi sau khi qua
xom nha 14 va dugc gép chi déi xu ti té
va than thién nhu ngudi nha. Nghe xong
Van cuoi hac hac.

— Ngudi ta nghi ngudi ctia xd6m nha
14 xdu ma tdi c6 xau hong?

Van nhan manh tiéng “x4u”. Hiéu
dugc y cua Van, Duong cudi.

— Chi héng c6 xdu chut nao... Néu
chi ma x4u thi chac t6i hong ngoi day...

Cudi cudi anh tiép lién:

— Tuy nhién suy nghi ky thi t6i thay
chi cling co cai xau...

Duong ngting lai. Van héi lién:

— T6i xau cdi gi dau thi€u uy noi nghe
col...
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Hoi mim cudi, anh thong tha quet
diém dot di€u thuoc, hit hoi dai, nha
khdi ra tli tii, cam ly chung rugu lén nhap
ngum nhd r6i mdi trd 16i. Ct chi ctia anh
ti ton va nhu co tinh tri hodn khién cho
Van phai ldam badm céu gi do.

— Toi nghi chi cling c¢6 cai xau... chi
cl keéu tdi la thi€u uy... bd t6i thi€u ng
chi sao ma cd md& miéng la thiéu nay
thiéu no thiéu kia...

Van bat cudi vi cau ndi nhiéu tiéng
thiéu cua Duong. Ran nin cudi chi noi
vé6i giong dut khuc.

— Thi dung la thi€u ng roéi... Thoi
toi khong goi thi€u uy ntia dau... ma toi
hong thich tén Duong cua thiéu...

Thay Duong triing mat, Vin voi stia
lai lién.
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—Toi ddt cho Ong cdi tén mdila Thiéu.
Ong chiu hong?

Di nhién la Duong chiu khong phai
gi tén mdi dep hon tén cli ma chi vi cau
hoéi “0ng chiu hong” ctia Van. Khong tra
161 anh nhin ra ctia thay Tanh vai mang
khau Carbine, quan 4o x¢c xéch, giay
chang cOt day va ddng di khong dugc
binh thuodng.

— Thiéu uy cho toi lau ha thiéu ay?

Tanh hoi ngay khi budc chan vao
ctia. Li€éc nhanh Van dang ding lén,
Thiéu, tén md&i ctia Duong, cudi cudi.

— Hong lau lam ma t6i nhdu gin hét
Xi rugu roi...

— Toéi bi may dua tui no kéo lam xi
nay xi no...
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— Vay ha... Théi minh vé... Bao
nhiéu vay chi Van?

Thiéu moc tai 4o tran. Van cudi nhin
Thiéu.

— Da nam tram rudi...

Pua t6 gidy nam tram va hai trdm
cho Van, Thiéu cudi noi dua.

— Nhu vay la t6i hong c6 thi€u ng chi
nghen... Tién du cho hai dda nhé mua
keo...

Nhin theo hai nguéi linh di trén
dudng, Van cuoi lam bam:

— Ong van con ng toi, dng Thiéu oi...

* %
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Pang ngoi trong ham chi huy, Duong
ngudc lén khi thay thugng si Bién budc
vao kém theo cau hoi:

— Toi nghe ndi thiéu uy dan may dta
nho qua bén kia song ha thiéu uy?
Duong cudi gat dau xac nhan. Ong

dai doéi pho chua kip noéi tiép, anh 1én
tiéng bang giong nghiém nghi.

— Mai mot minh sé qua bén do
thudng hon...
— Thiéu uy...

Bién kéu 1én song ngam miéng lai
lién. Ong ta dt biét Duong 1a ké chi huy,
cd quyén han 6 day va ong ta phai tuan
1énh anh.

— T6i thdy ho chang c6 gi x4u. Chang
qua...
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Duong ngting lai nhu dé€ cho o6ng
thugng si co thi gid suy nghi.

— Ho 1a dan. Nhiém vu cta minh la
bao vé dan khong dé cho ho theo phia
bén kia. S& di ho phai theo bén kia la vi
minh khong bao vé dugc ho...

— To6i nghi dan bén kia song c¢ lién
hé...

Duong gat dau moc tui lay ra goi
thudc dua moi 6ng thugng si. Ong ta lic
dau tu choi. Dot thudc hit hoi dai anh
thong tha lén tiéng:

— Toi biét dan bén kia nhiéu ngudi
cd lién h¢ gia dinh v6i mdt tran. Ban
than to6i cling c6 lién hé gia dinh v6i mat
tran nta. Anh ba con, cdu mg, dugng di
ctia toi lam 1én phia bén kia dd. Cudc
chién nay 1a cudc phan tranh y thuc hé
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gitia cOng san va quoc gia, gitia ty do dan
chu va doc tai dang tri. Tuy nhién nhu
vay khong cé nghia 1a minh bo roi ho.
O trén mit tran tAm ly va chinh tri thi
minh phai ¢6 gang gianh dan, tach dan
ra khéi phe bén kia. Khong cé dan ung
ho la phe bén kia sé gap nhiéu khé khan.
Ong dong y vdi toi vé chuyén nay?

Thuong si Bién lam thinh. Du kho-
ng c6 hoc nhiéu nhu Duong, song xuyén
qua kinh nghiém cua 20 nam linh 6ng ta
cling bié€t 16i cap chi huy ndi dung. Song
tua vao dan ma nay bi tach roi khdi dan
thi phe bén kia sé tan lun vi thiéu sy tng
ho.

— Muon lam cho dan bén kia song
theo minh thi truéc nhat minh phai lo
cho ho, giup dd ho va bao vé ho bang
cach khong cho du kich 1én lat vé...
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Bién gat dau to y hiéu 16i ctia cip chi
huy.

— Bat dau tu ngay mai, minh sé lam
nhu vay. Dai déi ctia minh cé ba trung
doéi, mdi trung dodi c6 4 tiéu doi. Nhu vay
minh c6 12 tiéu doi. Moi ngay toi sé cho
1 tiéu doi sang bén kia song dé git an
ninh va lam cac viéc 1t vat giup dé dan
chung. Ban dém minh sé phuc kich linh
du kich bén kia vé...

— Mét a nghen thiéu uy...

Bién cudi 1én tiéng. Duong gat dau
rit hoi thuoc dai.

— Thi mét... co thé luc ban dau thi
minh sé mét nhiéu hon. Toi, 6ng, dng
Tanh va ba trung ddi trudng sé chia
phién nhau d€ dan linh binh dinh bén
kia song...
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Bién git dau. Van con ngoi trén ghé,
Duong noi ti€p:

— Sang mai t6i 1én chi khu c6 chuyén
cin. Ong & nha xép dit chuyén hanh
quén qua bén kia song d€ ngay mét minh
khéi su. Nhé la phai ti t€ véi ho...

Lanh 1énh Bién budc ra khoi ham.
Duong ngoi lai. Xuyén qua khung ctia s6
hep anh thdy troi that xanh va nang doi
nhiing tia sing vang huc xudng mat con
song hep.

Pang lui cui don dep lai cho ngdn
nap va trat tu hon, nghe tiéng tang hang,
Van khong gidu dugc nét ngac nhién va
vui mung khi thdy 6ng xép don ma chi da
dét cho cdi tén mdi la Thiéu dang budc
Vao clia.

— A... t6i tudng Ong sg thi€u ng nén
tron biét luon...
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Sau cau no6i Van cudi hac hac. Thiéu
cam thay giong cudi cua chi that trong
sang va hon nhién, mot diéu rat hiém
doi v6i nguoi da cé gia dinh.

— Thait ra thi toi cling s¢ thiéu ng lam

song biét tranh hdng dugc nén phai qua
day...

— Ua cha Ténh héng c6 di vé6i ong

— Toi thich di mét minh hon... véi
lai hom nay t6i phién tdi dan linh qua
day tham chi...

Van cudi ¢ 18 hiéu duge cau nédi caa
Thiéu.
— Ong ngoi di... Ong udng gi dé toi

lam cho 6ng...

Pua tay 4o lau mo hoi tran, Thiéu
noéi nho:
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— Biia nay thi t6i khong nhau... Chi
c6 cai gi uong cho da khat hong?
— Toi ¢6 chanh mudi... ma héng cé

nudc da a nghen...

Thiéu gat dau ngdi xuéng chd ci ma
anh da ngoi lan trudc.

— Hong sao... Trua nay t6i chi muon
an com... Chi ndu cdi gi cing dugc...

Van cudi di pha chanh mudi. Mang
ra dit cdi ly nhya ngd mau truéc mat
khach, chi ndi trong khong.

— Thti coi ngon hong...

Thi€u hép ngum nhd rdi tac 1usi
xong ngudc lén cudi véi Van.

— Chanh muéi cuta chi tuy hong c6
nudc da ma lai ngot dam da va man moi
hon...
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Quay mat di d€ gidu nu cudi, Van bo
ra sau bép roi lat sau trd 1én nha trudc.

— T6i ndu canh chua va cd lang chién,
thiéu uy an hong?

Noi téi d6 chi bum miéng cudi vi biét
minh vtia 16 16i goi 6ng linh bédng thiéu
uy. Thiéu chua kip 1én tiéng can nhan,
chi cudi hang hac.

— Thiéu uy thi ngudi ta goi thiéu uy
cht sao. B$ ai ciing la thiéu ay dugc a...

T6i phién Thiéu bat cuoi.

— Thi chi muon goi gi ciing dugc.
Nau mon gi cing dugc... Toi di mot
vong xong tro lai...

Gat dau Van nhin theo ddng di cta
ong linh. Chi chgt nhé téi Nghiém,
nguoi chong 6 trong bung ctia minh. Ca
hai c6 dang di ttia tya nhau.
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Ba thang, tuan lé hai lan, Thiéu tré
thanh ngudi khach quen thudc ctia Van;
quen t6i do ho c6 thé ngdi chuyén tro
mot cach vui vé va lam khi di sdu vao doi
tu ctia nhau. Nho vdy anh mdéi biét ngudi
dan ba ¢ vung dat qué mua nay lai khong
qué mua nhu anh nghi. Ba ma cua Van
& trén tinh, nha kha gia nén Van dugc
di hoc t6i 16p dé tam roi nghi hoc dé 1ap
gia dinh v6i Nghiém ciing & trén tinh.
Nghiém thi xong ta tai 1 thi dot nhién
bod hoc di vao bung. Van khong ngan
ngai noi cho Thi€u nghe nhiéu diéu vé
Nghiém, ngudi chong 6 trong bung ctia
minh. Su thanh thit ctia Vanlam cho anh
hoi kho xt. Trén cuong vi cua mot dng
trudng don, anh khong thé giao ti€p mot
cach than mat véi mot ngudi dan ba co
chong thudc phe déi dich véi minh. Néu
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thuong cdp biét anh sé bi khién trach.
Tuy nhién du biét nhu vay song anh cu
tiép tuc giao du véi Van. O ngudi dan ba
cd chong nay anh tim dugc mot thi ma
anh thi€u vang tu khi t6i day. D¢ la su
dong cam trong y nghi va chi nghia dé
dién dat tu duy ctia minh. Khi hai nguoi
xa la c6 sy dong cam véi nhau thi ho
khong can noéi nhiéu, hodc gia ho cé noi
nhiéu thi cling khong chan chuyén véi
nhau. Ho c6 thé ngoi hang gio, lam khi
cd budi ntia d€ nhac lai thai di hoc, ky
niém cua tuoi tho, thao luin soéi ndi vé
mot bai tho hay ban nhac. Cé mét diéu
ma Thiéu biét la minh khong yéu Van
theo cdi nghia thong thudng, la tinh cam
gitia mot ngudi dan 6ng va mot ngudi
dan ba. Anh chi xem Van nhu mdt ngudi
quen, dung nghia quen, tic c6 mot gidi
han da dugc dinh san. Khi ngudi ta biét
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duogc cai gidi han ctia minh thi moi viéc
sé dé dang va it rac roi hon.

%
10 gi6 dém. Dang mo mang ngu Van

nghe c6 tiéng budc chan sau he roi co
tiéng goi vang nhd noi cta.

— Van... anh day... mé cua cho
anh...

Ngo6i day, béi téc, Van roi giudng ra
m& ctia cho chong. Nghiém budc vao
nha. Khép ctia lai anh héi lién:

— Em manh hong?
Khong tra 16i Van hdi lai chong:
— Da manh... Chling nao anh di?

~Pilién. Anhnhéconnénvéthim...
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Van cudi lang 1€ trong bong t6i. Chi
biét Iy do nao chong lén vé nha mot cach
dot ngdt va ciing voi vang bo di. Cau ca
dao “nhéG con thi it ma nhé cai dit vg
thi nhiéu” rat thuc, tng dung vao tam
trang cua may Ong & trong bung. Nhiéu
khi chi nghi may 6ng kho cuc chién déu
cing chi vi cdi d6 thdi chid chang c6 phai
vi dan vi nudc gi gi hét. Néu khong vi
cdi d6 cta chi thi Nghiém chdng phai
1én lut, 16i nudc bang dong vé day trong
vong mot hai tiéng dong ho roi hoi ha bo

di.
— Anh doi bung khong t6i ¢6 san do
an cho anh...

— Khong... anh viia di viia dn rdi. ..

Hiéuy chong, Van ndm daira giudng.
Chi 16 m¢ thay chong cdi quan do roi
nam 1én ngudi ctia minh. Binh thudng
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chi td dong cdéi quan 4o song hom nay
chang biét nghi sao ma chi cti ndm yén.

-~ Em hong coiraa...

Khong néi tiéng nao, Van tudt quan
minh xudng téi dau goi roi lay ban chan
dap cho chiéc quan tudt khdi chan bén
phai xong nam d6 d€ mac cho chong
mudn lam gi thilam. Khong biét nghi téi
diéu gi ma chi cam thdy budn va mat cay
cay. Chiéc giuong kéu thanh tiéng kéo
ket vi nhiing cti ddng ctia Nghiém. Dua
con trai at ndm canh bén van im lim
say ngt va cha ctia né ciing chang mang
hon hit hay nyng niu né. Muoi phut sau
Nghiém thé hat ra hoi dai r6i nam lan
xuong giuong. Can nha im ling. Tiéng
coc nhai kéu rdi rac.

— Anh di... mai mot anh vé... Em
nhd cai cta...
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Van nam yén, Van nhin chong méc
quan 4o, 1an khiu sing vao lung quén roi
ling 1€ di ra cta. Nghiém dén mau ma
di cing le. Lam bam vai tiéng Van mdc
quan lai r6i ngoi day di lanh quanh trong
can nha t6i. Lat sau chi dot dén 1én. Anh
den le 18i soi bong chi 1én vach 1a. Cai
boéng that cd6 don va buon ba.

*

8 gio sang. Duong lac dadu mot cach
chdn nan khi muon pha ly ca phé ma mé
nap hdp dung ca phé ra méi biét hong
con miéng nao. G day da buén ma budi
sang thém thiéu ly ca phé va diéu thudc
thi cang buon hon. Moi tui 4o tran anh
thiéu diéu budt miéng chui thé vi thuoc
14 cting hét luon.

— Hay 1a minh di uéng ca phé...
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Co6 hai noi d€ anh u6ng ca phé va
mua thudc la. Do la chg lang va quan
tap hoa ctia Van bén kia song. Bon tiéng
“Van bén kia song” bat lén trong dau.
Anh thay minh cé dt ly do dé sang bén
kia song mot minh. Thay quan 4o tran,
lan lung khiu sting ca nhan, anh di ra
cong sau nam sat mé sdng. Thay anh
ngudi linh gac cong cudi.

— Thiéu uy qua bén kia song ha thiéu
uy?

Gat dau, mé day budc, anh cudi noi
vdi linh trong luc budc xudng ghe tam
ban.

— Toi di uéng ca phé... Anh noéi véi
ong Bién qua gap toi...

DPoi v6i anh, cam cay dam vua boi
viia diéu khién cho chiéc ghe tam ban di
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téi ma di thang chi khong c6 dam bén
nay lai bén kia, con kho hon thi tu tai
niia. Phai mat gan thang troi, moi ngay
boi vong vong trén rach anh méi c6 thé
tam goi la bi€t boi xudng. Sdng hém nay,
cam chiéc dam boi nhé nhe anh cam
thay mot diéu that la ma tu nao t6i gio
anh chua biét. Budi sang mat troi 1én doi
chut anh nang xuéng mat nudc xanh sach
tron, bai thuyén va ngam canh dong qué
qua that thu vi. Gié mat, théi nhe du lam
gon mdt nudc. Khong khi trong lanh va
tinh khiét.

— Bay gi¢ ma nhdy xudéng nudc tam
chac da lam...

Thiéu lam bam rdi cudi hac hac. Anh
nhé lai thoi tudi nhd cdi trudng nhay
xuong tam song. Phai ¢ trudng vi s¢ do
quan do vé nha bi ma bat nam dai trén b
van quat vai roi dau quan dit luon. Tiéng
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dong ri ram that cao. Ngudc 1én anh thay
boéng chiéc may bay khuat sau cum may:.
Cap chiéc tam ban vao cay cau van, budc
day cén than anh thong tha di vao xém
nha la.

K& tui khi linh bén nay sdng qua bén
kia moi ngay thi sdu tiéng “bén nay song,
bén kia song” hau nhu khong con. Ngudi
dan ctia x6m nha 14 khong con nhin linh
bén kia song v6i anh mat nghi ky va
thiéu than thién niia. Con nit, nhiing ké
khong biét phan biét da chao don linh
von va va than mat nhu ngudi trong nha.
Doi v6i ong x€p don thi chung con bay
to ct chi thuong mén nhu bat bong bé
hay lam niing d€ xin banh keo. Hai dua
con cuia Van da chiu cho anh bé vao long
trong luc ngoi khé kha chén tra chung
rugu v6i may 6ng gia roi chuyén trong
quan tap hda ctia Van. Nhd Thi€u, quan
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tap hoa luc nao ciing c6 khach ma phan
ntia la linh bén kia song. May ngudi linh
c6 gia dinh nhu Tanh thi thich sang xém
nha 14 nhau vi vg hdng c6 réo hoac tim
ho dugc. Ngay ca thugng si Bién, du it
hon nhiing ngudi khac cing lan mo qua
quan chi Van dn luong um, thit chudt,
rua rang mudi... Co 1€ o6ng ta né 16i moi
ctia cap chi huy. Du sao 6ng ta cling it
c6 dc cam vdi dan bén kia song hon lac
trudc.

Viia m& canh ctia dong bang van so
sai, Van trgn mat vi thdy Thiéu ding lu
1t noi hang ba.

— Trdi 0i... 6ng di dau ma sém vay...
bing lu Iu lam t6i s¢ dung tim tudng an

trom chu...

Cuoi hang hac Thiéu dua.
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— Chi nay thiét tinh hét biét ludn...
Hét ndi t6i thi€u ng bay gio lai noi an
trom...

Van bat 1én tiéng cudi gion tan.

— Ong qua day c6 chuyén gi ma sém
vay?

— Toi ghién ca phé va thuoc la. Nghi
t6i chi nén toi boi xudng qua day...

Van chép mat. Co 1€ chi cdm dong vé
161 néi cua Thiéu.

— Ngoi xuong di... Toi pha cho 6ng
ly ca phé dac biét...

Loay hoay mot lat Van dat trudc mat
Thi€u mot vat ma khi nhin thay anh phai
la nho:

— O d4u ma c6 cai nay vay?
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— Nhd& ngudi quen trén tinh mua. Co
mot thoi vi & day chi c6 minh 6ng mdéi
biét uong cai thi qui nay...

Thiéu cudi hac hac. Van cling cuoi
thot.

— T6i con c6 cdi nay cho Ong...

Ong linh séng con mét 1én khi thay
Van dat trudc mdt minh gdi thudc ld hiéu
Lucky.

— Ca phé phin va thudéc Lucky. Gu
clia 6ng ma...

Thiéu ngudc dau lén nhin ngudi dan
ba dang ding truéc mat minh khi nghe
tiéng “gu” rdi sau d6 mdéi cham chap lén
tiéng:

— Diéu nay t6i thi€u ng chi nhiéu
lam...
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— Toi c6 doi 6ng tra dau ma 6ng sg...
Co ng thi tot chi sao... chi s¢g song ma
khong ng nan thi hoi...

Van ngling néi nhu dé tim 1oi
roi khong biét nghi sao lai im luon.
Khong 1én tiéng hoi, Thiéu im lang
nhin ra dudng. Vai 6ng gia vac cudc trén
vai di ra ray. Dan x6m nha l4 chuyén lam
ray trong cac thi rau cai dé dem ban bén
chg lang hay ban si cho cdc ban hang
xuong mua dem vé trén quan hay tinh
ban lai. Hai dda con ctia Van, chi va em
trai sau khi an uéng xong bat dau tua ra
dudng gion hét véi may dia tré hang
xom.

— Chi hoc t6i 16p may chi Van?

Pang nau com trong bép, nghe Thiéu
hoéi, Van 16 dau ra cudi.
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— L6p dé tam... Co chuyén gi hong?
— Da hong... Toi chi héi cho biét...

Van cudi hac hac trong bép khi nghe
ong linh da thua v6i minh. Nhac lay phin
ca phé bdé vao dia, Thiéu mic mudng
dudng cat trang bo vao tach, quay quay
may lan r6i mdéi hép ngum nho.

— Ubng dugc khong?

O trong bép Vin hoi vong ra. Thiéu
chat lui.

— Hét say luon. Vay la sang nao toi
cling qua day uong ca phé nghen...

— Ong héng sg sao?
- Sg gi?
— Linh ctia 6ng ndéi. ..

— Tai sao t6i phai sg. Toi c6 lam cai gi
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sai quay dau ma sg. Lo cho dan, bao vé
dan la nhiém vu cia mét ngudi linh. Toi
chiu trach nhiém vung dat nay...

Ngam nghi giay lat Thiéu noi véi
giong cham va buon:

— Chi tu té, hién lanh thi t6i giap d&
chi...

- Thé a...

Thi€u ngo6 vé phia bép sau khi nghe
Van néi hai tiéng “Thé a” gon lon.

— Véi lai chi n6i chuyén hap vdéi t6i. ..

—T6i biét... Dan & day dau cé du chi
nghia noi chuyén véi 6ng. Toi theo dng
con mudn hut hoi niia kia...

— Péu can phai c6 chii nghia nhiéu
mdi noi chuyén dugc...
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Van im lang chac vi ban lam cd ngoai
san. Hom qua chéo xudng qua chg chi
mua dugc hai con cd r6 mé nén biia nay
lam mot con, cat lam doéi, khidc dau nau
canh bi dao, khuc dudi kho tiéu. Chi
muon lam cho Thiéu ngac nhién bang
cach moi anh dn com chung v6i minh.
Lau lam roi, tt luc Nghiém bé vao bung,
chi chua hé an bia com cdé mit mot
ngudi dan 6ng. Chi hoan toan khong cé
tinh y gi v6i Thi€u ma chi muoén mdi anh
bita com gia dinh vi biét anh la ngudi
duy nhat khong co gia dinh véi lai anh la
nguoi cd cam tinh va gitp dé chi nhiéu
nhat so v6i ngudi & day.

Budc ra khoi bép, thay Thiéu dang
ngoi tram ngam nhin ra quang dong cé
rong xanh mudét, Van im ldng ra diing
noi ctia canh ban 6ng linh ngoi. Biét anh
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dang ngam minh, chi cé vé khong dugc
tu nhién song van khong chiu bd vao
trong. Thi€u im lang quan sat hinh tugng
dlng trudc mat minh. Co thé noi dan ba
& x6m nha 14 nay hdng c6 ai dep hét tron
hét troi ké ca Van. Tuy nhién ngudi dan
ba dep thuan tay khong phai & ché nhan
sac bdi vi anh da gdp nhiéu ngudi dan
ba dep ma vo duyén tu ct chi, 16i ndi,
dang diéu va cung cach doi xt véi ngudi
khac. Van khong dep song lai c6 duyén,
cai duyén ngam ma phai quen biét thai
gian anh mé&i kham pha ra. Nét dep ctia
Van la nét dep 4n & trong mdt tAm hon
dung di, sy thét tha chat phac va thi tinh
cam rat dam da khong phan biét bén nay
hay bén kia. Van nhu thi bong dong noi
né day noi dong co ngoai kia. No dep
nhung it ai bi€t vi hi€ém nguoi chiu kho
di ra ngoai dé d€ nhin ngam. Phai c6 dip
gi d6 thi ngudi ta méi kham pha ra vé
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dep ctia bong nhan 16ng, bong dién dién
hay bong ctia cay keo, cay ban. Phai co
co duyén. Ma khi néi t6i co duyén thi
khong phai ai cling c¢6 dugc.

— May gid roi ong x€p cua toi?
Van bt lén ti€éng cudi sau khi héi.
- Da 10 gio...

— Ong 6 lai day choi hay vé don?
— Toi phai vé co chut viéc...

— To6i nau canh cd r6 v6i bi dao va ca
kho t6 mdi 6ng an v6i ba me con toi...
Ong an khong?

Thay Van nhin minh nhu chd doi
cau tra 161, Thiéu cudi nhe.

- O day ai moi an cai gi t6i cling
khong tii choi. Chi moi ma toéi khong
nhan 16i thi héa ra téi ngu nhat trén doi.
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Chi thay t6i c6 ngu hong?

Bat 1én tiéng cuoi thanh thoat, Van
lac dau.

- Ong ma ngu thi tdi con ngu tan
mang luon. Trua ong tré lai day nghen.
Toi cho...

Khé gat dau, udng can tach ca phe,
nhét goéi thudc Lucky vao tui do trén,
Thi€u mdc tién ra. Van khoat tay.

- T61 mua tdng 6ng ma...
Thiéu lac dau.

— Toi hong thich thi€u ng ai nhat la
chi. To6i nghéo ma chi con nghéo hon
toi... Toi c6 mot minh ma chi ¢6 hai con
nho thanh ra...

Dtt cau, Thiéu ddt 4 t6 gidy 200 lén
ban, 14y cai tach dan 1én trén roi budc
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nhanh ra dudng. Ding nhin theo béng
ngudi linh di vé phia bo song, Van ldm
bam:

— Nguoi nhu ong ta rat tiéc lai qua
hiém trén doi nay...

Trua hom nay Van cho hai con an
com s6m hon thuong 1¢ vi khong mudn
tui n6 lam ron trong lic Thi€u va chi dn
com trua. Viia do cho hai dda thiu thiu
ngt chi nghe tiéng budc chéan roi Thiéu
budc vao cua.

- Ong dung hen ghé... chic d6ibung
dii lam ha...

Nghe ba cht quan néi dua, Thiéu
cudi nhe dua lai.

— To6i nhin ti sang t6i gio d€ an cho
ngon...
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— T6i nghiép chua. Mdi 6ng ngoi. ..
Ngb6i xudng ghé€ Thi€u cudi hoi:
— Biia nay sao chi khach sdo vay chi?

bét hai cdi chén, hai d6i dia xuong
ban, voi ngudi qua cai ké bung noi com,
to canh bi dao, t6 cd r6 kho tiéu va dia
nudc mam séng xong Van ngoi doi dién
vGi khach. Béi hai chén com dit truée
mat Thiéu mot va minh mot, ba cha
qudn nang chén lén.

~ Moi 6ng... Ong ty nhién nhu
ngudi nha di. ..

— Mdi chi... Ua con hai dtta nho dau?

Van cud6i nhin vé phia nha trong
dugc ngan véi bén ngoai bang btic man
vai da phai mau.

— Téi cho chung né an roi dé khoi
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lam rdn ong...

— Toi dau c6 ngai an chung véi con
nit dau...

~ Ong khong ngai ma t6i lai khong
mudn bi pha ray trong ldc an com vdi
ong...

Hiéu y cht nha Thiéu khong ndi
ntia. Hai ngudi thong tha viia an viia néi
chuyén.

— Ngon qua... Toi c¢6 thé an moén cd
kho cta chi hoai...

Van cudi sung sudng vi biét ong xép
don khen that tinh. Chi chua kip ndi gi
thi Thi€u da 1én tiéng trudc:

— Hay la chi nau com thang cho t6i

di...

— HOm ray 6ng an & dau?
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— An & chg... Dung gi 4n ndy, dung
dau an doé...

— Ong that tinh muén t6i ndu com
thang cho 6ng ha?

Van héi lai bang giong nghiém nghi

trong luc dua tay nhu ra dau cho Thiéu
trao chén cho minh béi thém com.

— Thiét cht... Co chi nau thi t6i do
khéi phai an bay ba. Ngay hai bita thoi...

— Toi sg ong ché...

— Troi dat... chi nay noi ky cuc a

nghen... Linh cu ky nhu t6i ma c6 ngudi
ndu cho dn la mung hum roi...

Pua chén com trang cho Thiéu, Van
cudi nhe.
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— C6 cdi gi toi nau cai do ong chiu

hoéng?

— Chiu... Chi dunglo. Dot lang cham
v6i nudc mam kho quet t6i ciing hong
ché dau... Chi an cdi gi toi an cai do...

Thiéu noi bang giong nan ni khién
cho Van kho ma tu chéi dugc.

— Ngay mai 6ng qua day an thu vai
ngay di roi tinh sau. Ong thich thi 6ng dn
tié€p, toi thich thi toi ndu tiép...

Duong nhu da quyét y nén Thiéu
moc bop lay mot xap tién ra dit 1én ban
ngay trudéc mat cua Van.

— Chi cam di d€ mua sam cai gi chi
can. Néu thi€u cho t6i biét toi sé dua
thém...

Pua ngén tay tro lén chi vao madt
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Vén, Thiéu ndi bang giong nghiém nhu
ra lénh.

— Néu thiéu thi phai bao cdo cho toi
biét nghen. D6 1a linh...

Van cudi hac hac gion bang cau noi:

— Ong nay dii ghé... Ddm xia x6i vo
mat nguoi ta...

No6i xong chi bé tién vao tai do roi
Cuoi tiép.

— Coi b¢ diéu nay thi toi thiéu ng
ong chu ong hét thiéu ng toi rai. ..

Thiéu cudi cudi lap lai cau noi chi
stia hai tiéng thoi.

— Té1 ¢6 doi chi trd dau ma chi sg...
Co ng thi tot chi sao... chi s¢g song ma

khong ng nan thi hoi buon... Phai kho-
ng chi?
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Van gat dau cudi nghi tham. Co
ngudi ndo séng ma khong ng. It nhiéu
gi cling phai ng ai d6. Chi c6 ngudi chét
mdi dit ng. Bai vay dliing lo minh mac
ng nguoi khac ciing nhu khi mac ng
nguoi nao thi dung lo trd ng vi chua tra
hét ng nay minh da mac ng khac. Dang
suy nghi nhin lai thay chén ctia Thiéu
khong con hot nao, chi dua tay ra nhu
c6 y muon béi thém com cho anh. Thiéu
lac dau cuoi.

— To6i no roi...

— Ong dn mdi cd hai chén ma... B
ong s¢ t6i nau khong da cho 6ng an a...

Thiéu lac dau cam ly nudc lanh lén
uéng ngum nho cudi thot:

— Tt khi t6i an téi ba chén... Tai chi
nau viia miéng nén tdi mdi dn nhiéu...
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Bét cudi sung sudéng vi dugc khen
song Van lai ndi gidn mot cau.

— Cht hdng phai 6ng an it dé git eo

Thi€u cudi 16n nhin Van.

— Chi méi can an hon téi... Luc nay
toi thay chi 6m hon trudc... Chi binh a?

— Khong... Toi c6 binh gi dau?

Thi€u gat gat dau.

— Chi ma binh 14 hai dta nhd kho
lam... Ba ching 6 xa...

Van tho dai tham ldng. Chi khong
mong, khong doi gi vé ngudi chong &
trong bung nudi nang hai dua con. Anh
ta dang chay theo cai ma anh ta goi la
” cach mang” nén dau con thi gio dé lo
chuyén khiac. Mé6i dau nghe chong néi
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vé cach mang chi cling bi kich thich va
h&p dan nén tng ho chong di theo cach
mang. Tuy nhién ngay qua ngay, nuéc son
cach mang bi phai nhat 16 ra by mat that
khién chi that vong va lanh nhat dan véi
chong. Chi nghi c6 cdch mang hay khong
c6 cach mang doi song cta chi cling vay
thoi, thi cach mang dé lam gi. Diéu ma
chi nhan thay la cang di theo cdch mang
lau thi khodng cach gitta minh véi ngudi
chong trong bung cang xa ra, xa téi do
thanh la va kho thong cam niia. Doi véi
Nghiém, moi ngudi, trong d6 c6 chi; moi
vat, moi thi déu tré thanh phuong tién
phuc vu cho cach mang. Ngay giay phut
nay Van biét minh khong yéu Thiéu, thu
tinh cdm gitia hai ngudi khac phai. Chi
cam thdy dé chiu khi gap Thiéu, lan la
tro chuyén, thuan miéng noi ra nhiing
y nghi ctia minh mot cach ty nhién va
thanh that. G Thiéu, khong c6 su “néi
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mot dang lam modt néo” ma da ndi thi
phai lam dung nhu 16i minh néi.

— To6i noi diéu gi lam chi budn?

Thay Van 10 ra vé tram tu sau khi
nghe minh noéi, Thi€u hoi nhé. Van cudsi
nhin ngudi linh dang ngoi trudc mit.

— Téi dau c6 gi buén dng dau... Ong
noi sy thuc thi lam sao téi buon ong
dugec...

Sau ciu néi Van bat dau don ban.

— Ong ngdi choi... Minh sé uéng tra
an banh ngot...

Thi€éu mim cudi. Dudng nhu ciling
sém nhan ra minh v6 tinh an néi ¢é hoi
than mat khi xung “minh”, Van bung noi
com ra sau bép dé cho Thiéu khong thay
minh cudi.
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— T6i c6 pha binh tra hoa lai...

Hai tach tra dugc Van roét ra.

— Banh gi vay?

— B6 6ng khong nhén ra banh trung
thu a?

Van héi va Thiéu lac dau.

— Hong biét bao lau roi t6i khong
dugc dan banh trung thu... chac lau
lam... Ua ma hdm nay trung thu a?

— Chua. Con hon tuén 1€ nda... Toi
cho 6ng thudng trung thu sém hon...

Dé y, Thiéu thay Van cat phian banh
trung thu mot miéng 16n mdt miéng nho,
dong thoi miéng 16n lai c6 nhiéu long dé
tring vit hon.

— T6i mudn miéng nho dé doé...

Thiéu chi vao miéng banh trung thu
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nho va it tring hon. Biét y cua Thiéu
muoén choc minh, Van ciing cudi lac dau
noi gion.

— Khong... Miéng d6 ngon cta t6i. ..
Ong 4n miéng nay dé hon...

bay cdi dia dung miéng banh trung
thu 16n t6i trudc mat Thiéu, chi nghiém
giong.

- An di... diing c6 cai 16i t6i... Ong
ma cdi 161 1a chiéu nay t6i cho 6ng an
com trang...

— Com trang v6i nudc mam kho quet
cang ngon...

— Kho quet ciing hong c6 luon...
Khoi cé ca phé phin budi sang niia...

— Diéu nay chac t6i phai dau hang
chi roi...
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Van cudi hiang hac.

— Ong quanh héng lai toi dau... Toi
du c6n lam...

— Mat chi hién kh6 ma néi du con...
T6i hong tin dau...

Hai ngudi uong nudc tra, an banh
trung thu va néi chuyén vu vo. Chuyén
cta ho khong dau khong duoi, lan man
da thu. Téi luc hai da nho thic day,
Thiéu méi ding lén.

Chiéu xudng that cham. Diing sau
nha Van nhin qua bén kia song. Ngoi
don hién 1én map md. Nho Thiéu ra linh
cho linh véi sy giup d& ctia dan, con 1
dat ngay xua day cd moc da dugc phat
hoang thanh ra sach s€ va trong trai hon.
Chiéc cau van cho ghe xuong cdp vao
cling dugc xay mdi, rong, chac chan va
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16n hon gap doéi. Linh, noi guong cap
chi huy da qua lai thudng xuyén, tu té€ va
cling to ra dé chiu hon. Diéu dé khién
cho dan ching 6 x6m nha 13 tin nhiém
va than thién vdéi linh hon. Tinh cdm
gitia linh bén kia song va dan bén nay
song ndy né mot cach tuy cham chap
song c6 dau hi¢u tot dep. Diéu do té6i
tai nhiing ngudi linh & trong bung bién.
Dém qua, Nghiém tré vé tham nha. Trai
v6i 1€ thudng, anh da ¢ lai su6t dém, t6i
t0 md sang mdi voi vang di. Trong cau
chuyén cta Nghiém v6i cac dong chi, chi
biét anh tré vé v6i muc dich quan trong
la do xét, nghe ngdng roi diéu nghién
mot sach luge dé doi pho véi linh bén
kia song.

Chi nghe ho nhiéu lan nhac t6i Thiéu
biang danh ti “thing xép don, trudng
boét, linh nguy...”. Diéu do6 khién chi lo
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au cho Thiéu. C6 chong theo cach mang
song khong hiéu vi sao chi lai lo lang
cho Thiéu. Dudng nhu tan day long chi
sO diéu ma anh muon lam sé bi can tré.
Thi€u, da khong con goi xém nha 14 hay
x0m nha bén kia ma anh goi dua mot
cach than mat la “xém cua chi” Diéu do
lam cho Van cam dong. Chi ngoi nghe
anh noi sé giap cho dan trong xdm cua
chi moi ngudi c6 da dat dai dé trong rau
cai dem lén tinh ban. Cai thién doi song
ngheéo khoé ctia dan la muc dich chinh
ctia Thiéu. Khi doi song ctia dan cé chut
kha gia, Thiéu sé tinh téi chuyén 16n hon
la mé& 16p day hoc cho con nit va anh dé
nghi chi tré thanh “c6 gido lang” “Toi
ma day gi... Toi day téi chua dugc thi
lam sao day ngudi khac...” DU néi nhu
vay song chi biét khé ma ti choi 16i nan
ni cta Thi€u vi biét viéc anh lam mang
lai ich lgi cho con nit trong x6m. Van
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khong hé moéi tiét 10 nhiing du tinh cta
Thiéu cho Nghiém nghe. Chi biét chong
sé phan doi. Chong theo cach mang, chi
khong ung ho thi thoi chu khong dugc
theo phe dich.

Co6 moét diéu ma Van nhan thay va rat
phat long la cach mang chi muo6n ngudi
dan & trong x6m ctia chi ¢t phdi song mai
trong tinh canh ngheo khé va tam téi.
Cai y muon doé rat phan cach mang song
lai dugc Nghiém va cac dong chi ctia anh
hudéng tng ciing nhu tim du moi cach
dé giti nguyén hién trang ban cing xém
cta chi. Ban cung hda nhan dan la mot
diéu rat phan cach mang song lai dugc
cach mang duy tri va ap dung triét dé vi
s¢ néu dan lang dugc sdng sung tuc, cé
chut hiéu biét sé xa roi khi hiéu ré bd
mat that cta cach mang.

Sang hom qua, Thi€u cé ndi cho Van
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biét anh sé€ di phép ba ngay vé tham nha
cting nhu lén trén quan cé chuyén can.
Su vang mat ctia anh khién cho chi cam
thay 1é loi va cam thdy hut hang mot cai
gi, thi€u mat mot cai gi than quen. Chi
va hai dua nho da quen nhiing bita com
trua, chiéu v6i Thiéu. Chi da quen nghe
giong cuoi than thudc cua anh. Hau, dua
con trai ut da quen dm c6 Thiéu di vong
vong trong xé6m. Nho Thiéu ma con
Hanh c6 quan 4o méi khoe véi ban be.
Nho sy giap d& ctia anh va nhiing ngudi
linh bén kia song ma quan mdi dong
khach va chi cé chut tién du dé phong
khi 6m dau.

Hom qua 6ng Biét, ngudi ngheéo nhat
x0m khoe véi chi la sau vu mua gia dinh
ong ta c6 dugc chut dinh tién dé mua
chiéc tam ban cho rau cdi di qua chg lang
moi sang sém. Tu xua téi gio 6ng ta cu
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phdi mugn hodc mudén ghe ctia cac nha
khac. Lam cht mot chiéc ghe la mo uéc
nho nhoi cia ca gia dinh ndm ngudi. Ong
ta con khoe vdéi chi la 6ng xép don hia
sé cho linh khai hoang, phat don sach
sé, cay blia dai dat canh bd song cho dan
lang trong rau cai hodc bat ci thu gi ho
mudn. Van biét, mot khi da hida véi dan
xOm cua chi thoi Thiéu sé thuc hién 161
htia cia minh. Trong boéng t6i ctia ngay
sap hét, chi mo ho thay Thi€u boi xuong
ba 1a ché minh dao choi trén dong song
nudc trong xanh vao budi binh minh
nang sém.

Nghe ti€éng tré con la hét ngoai
dudng, khong biét chuyén gi Van voi 16
dau ra nhin. Trong vong vay cua ddm
con nit la hinh tugng rat quen thudc ma
chi mong dgi may ngay qua. Chiéc nén
luGi trai 1éch trén dau, khuén mat ram
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nang, toc ngan ba phan, 6ng xép don bi
bao quanh bdi ddm con nit, dang viia
xoa dau dda nay, cui xuong bé dua kia
xong lai bong dua ng. Pdm con nit tdn ra
dan dan sau khi dugc phat cho banh keo.
bing gitia con 16 dat, nang trua chiéu
trén dau, Thiéu cudi khi thay Van gio tay
vay vay nhu chao don.

— Sao vang vay chi?

Budc vao thdy khong cé ai trong
quan Thi€u hoéi. Chui hai tay ctia minh
vao chiéc khan vat trén vai, Van cuoi
nhe.

- Ho viia di dé6... Ong ma muén
quan c6 khach hoai hoai la 6ng phai 6
day chay ban cho t6i. May ngay 6ng di,
toi viia ndu dn, ria chén, chay ban, bung
com, rot nudc, mét na tha ludn... Toi
chui vdo muing ngt chang biét trdi trang
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gi...

Van no6i mot cau dai nhu than thd ma
cling dé€ phat tiét ra ngoai sy vui mling
ctila minh.

— Véy a... Chac chi phdi muén nguoi
phu chi r6i...

— Muén ai bay gio?

— Thi mudén dai mot chi, mét ba nao
trong x0m cua chi dé ho phu chi rtia
chén, quét nha, don ban... Giup cho
ngudi nao dé co cong dn viéc lam ciing
tot.... BO chi tinh muén téia...?

Hoi cdu d6 Thiéu cudi hac hac. Van
cling cuoi gion.

— Toi ma muén dugc 6ng x€p don
lam boi thi van hanh cho t6i lam...

Thay Thiéu tay xach chiéc ba 16 nang
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ndng, Van hoi.
— Ong mua gi vay?

— Toi ¢ qua cho chi va hai dita nho
¢ trong ba 10... Bay gid t6i phai vé don
vi con nhiéu chuyén phai lam. Chiéu t6i
qua dn com roi minh noéi chuyén sau...

boi cho Thi€u khuat dang, Van mdi
mé ba 16 ra. Chi tia nuéc mat cam dong
va sung sudng vi mon qua cta ong linh.
May xap vai d mau d€ may quan do cho
chi va hai dia nhd. Hang chuc cuén tap
chi va tiéu thuyét ct c6 méi cd. Muoai cuc
xa bong tdm va gidt quin 4o cung nhiing
tha lat vat nhu viét chi, viét muc, tap vé
hoc tro. Tuy nhién vat ma chi thich nhat
chinh la chi€éc may thu thanh nhé ma chi
ma udc song chua kiém du tién d€ mua.
Co chiéc may thu thanh nay quan cua
chi sé thu hut rat nhi€éu nguoi téi nghe
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tin tic vao moi budi sang, trua va chiéu.
Bay gid nang mdi hi€u ra y dinh tham
kin ctia Thiéu. Ong xép d6n rét khéo léo
va té nhi trong cudc gianh dan lan dat véi
phia ngudi trong bung bang cach 16i kéo
dan lang x6m cua chi vé phe 6ng ta. Lay
long dan bén nay xuyén qua cac hanh
dong thuc té nhu giup dan pha dong ho-
ang lam ray, dao muong dan nudc vao,
xay cau, stia chita nha ctia, choi dua véi
con nit, d6i xu than thién va ngang hang
v6i moi ngudi; ong ta da lam cho dan
bén nay nhin 6ng ta va linh bén kia song
vGi con mat khac.

Nguoi 16n bay gio khong con cé
anh mat nghi ky, cti chi do xét, 16i ndi
dé chiing nhu ngay xua. Ho c6 thé ngdi
trong quan, ndi chuyén véi Thi€u hoac
khé kha chén rugu chén tra véi linh. Tat
ca coi nhau nhu anh em, c6 chi mét nha.
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Ngudi dau tién ma anh 16i kéo chinh la
chi. N6i dang ra thi chi khong bi Thiéu
16i kéo ma dan da nga theo anh luc nao
khong hay, cling nhu dan lang § xdm ctia
chi nay vay. Ho nga theo Thi€u mdt cach
tl ti, lang 1€ va cham chap t6i d6 ching
c6 ai dé y trii nhiing ngudi ¢ trong bung
ma dai dién la Nghiém, chong chi. Lan
vé tham cudi cung cadch day khong lau,
anh 1én tiéng phan nan vé chuyén phai
ve trong lic ban dém, phai ngo trudc ngo
sau vi s¢ bi linh bén kia phuc kich. biéu
dé6 cho chi hiéula anh khong con dugc ty
do di lai nhu truéc nita ma phai 1én lut,
tiic mat di cai quyén kiém soat dan roi.
Chi im ldng lang nghe khong muon néi
va tranh can du vao tro choi ctia nhiing
nguoi cdm sung, gitia Thi€u véi Nghiém,
hai ngudi dan 6ng ma chi khong biét
binh ai bo ai vi cd hai it nhiéu vi cling c6
lién hé tinh cdm véi chi. Nghiém con noi
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bong ndi gid, tuodn ra nhiing 16i hdm doa
mo ho doi véi dan lang nhu “mai mét
mat tran vé roi biét... Toi biét ai theo tui
bén kia... Thang xép don da bi khép toi
ta hinh roi...”.

Chi khong coi nhiing 16i ham doa
clia chong 12 16i n6i xuo6ng. Ong xép dén
trudc bi gi€t chét vi da lam nhiing diéu
ma Thiéu da, dang va sé lam. Nhan danh
cach mang, nhan danh nhan dan, phe
& trong bung sé tiéu diét hét nhiing ai
chong lai ho. Nghi t6i dd chi lo au tham
cho Thiéu, dinh bung sé n6i cho anh biét
va khuyén anh hay can than.

Budc vao quan luc x€ chiéu, Thiéu
nhan ra ngay diéu khac la. Dan lang,
thay vi con lam lung & ngoai ray thi lai
ngo6i day trong quan. Cai quan nhd chi
dé dugc ba cai ban thi bay gid phai ké sat
v6i nhau dé€ 14y chd cho mot ban khac.
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Khach da s6 la may ong gia. Ho ngoi khé
kha tach tra, chung rugu dé, lang nghe
tin tuc dugc phat ra tii chiéc may thu
thanh ma anh mua tidng cho Van.

— Thiéu ty manh ha thiéu uy? Ong
lam véi t6i mot chung nghen?

Bac Tu Thiét 1a ngudi dau tién bat
chuyén vé6i Thi€u. Trong x06m nay ai cling
biét dng ta qua nhiéu ly do. Thi nhét 6ng
ta c6 lién h¢é mat thiét v6i phe trong bung
dong thoi cling cé con di theo phe quoc
gia. Hai thang ré ctia 6ng ta & trong bung
thi ba thang con trai lai di linh, mét &
trén tinh, moét di linh su doan 25 con
mot di nhdy du. Dan & day co rat nhiéu
ngudi nam trong hoan canh cta ong ta.
Du bén pha tra, Van cling thim déy xem
xét hanh dong cua 6ng xép don. Lay cai
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non ludi trai xuong, nd nu cudi than
thién, anh 1én tiéng ndi gidn.

— B6 may 6ng hom nay lam reo véi
may ba hay sao ma gid nay lai ngoi day...

Viia noi anh vua budc téi ban cua
bac Tu Thiét. Dua tay ra bat tay bac véi
chd Nam Chdm, khong dgi mai 1an thu
nhi anh ngo6i xuong chiéc ghé dit canh
cht nam. Tu Thiét rét rugu con Nam
Cham vo vai anh cudi ha ha.

— B¢ thiéu uy vé tham vg hay sao ma
lau qua vay. Tui ndi véi anh Tu chac thi€u
uy bi ba niu chan hdng cho di roi lam tui
nay trong dung trong ngoi chd ong vé lai
rai lau luon... d€1au rau ngo gia hong c6
ngon...

— D6 di thi€éu uy... 6ng lam mdt
chung cho am bung...
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bay chung rugu dé t6i trudc mat
Thiéu, Tu Thiét mdi cudi kha kha 1én
tiéng:

—Tai cdi ra-d6 ctia 6ng do... Hoi trua
tui tui vao nghi mét va udng nudc tra thi
con Van né mé& cho nghe tin ttic. Nghe
hay ma la qua... thé 1a tui tui nghi lam
luén dé nghe ra-d6. Minh lam ca doi roi
thi bay gi¢ c6 nghi mot biia cling hdng
sa0...

Guc git dau Thiéu uc cai trét can
chung rugu dé xong hd miéng ra kha
tiéng 16n. Thay Van dang nhin minh
cudi, anh cling cudi ndi l6n.

— Rugu nay ngot ma néng a nghen...
Bo chi doi thi khac hay sao ma tdi nghe
chay ru¢t chay gan...

Vo6 vai Thiéu, chd Nam Cham cudi
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kha.

— Tui bao con Van né lay rugu cta
ong Nam Binh Binh & trén chg quan.
Viia ngon ma ré hon ba cdi thi cong xi. ..

Chép chép miéng, Thi€u moc tui lay
go6i thudc Lucky ra dua moi Tu Thiét,
Nam Cham va moi ngudi trong quén.

— Thudc 1a My d6é may ong hat cho
biét...

Chtling muci ngudi trong quan, moi
nguodi ldy mot di€u xong dot huat thu
déu khen ngon. Tro chuyén giay lat moi
nguoi déu di hét. Luc do Van méi budc
ra don ban. Nhin Thiéu, chi cudi vui.

— Cdm on 6ng vé cdi ra-do...

Khé gat dau, Thiéu hit hoi thuoc
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nhin ra con 10 dat lo tho may dua con nit
dang choi nhdy co co.

— Chi c¢6 thé nghe nhac dugc. Toi
nhd diia em gdi mua cho chi may cudn
bang nhac. A quén... sdng mai t6i sé dua
thém cho chi may cuc pin...

Van cudi im lang. Khong mé miéng
no6iloi cdm on, chi biét ngudi lam on cho
minh khong can. Véi lai chi ¢ cach khac
dé ta tinh lai Thiéu. D6 1a ndu cho anh
nhiing biia an ngon, tro chuyén véi anh
dé goép vy kién hay néi gion chuyén nay
chuyén no cho qua thoi gis. Thi€u lén
tiéng ndi trong khong.

— Toi biét chi thich nghe nhac...
— Sao Ong biét?

Van ngat 16i. Thiéu quay nhin chi
gidy lat roi quay nhin ra 16 ché may dua
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con nit dang nhay co co.

— Toi nghi nhu thé... véi lai ¢ day
khong thich nghe nhac cting thanh ra
thich... buén ma nghe nhac buon méi
tham thia ndi c6 quanh ctia minh...

— To6i budn it ma cam thay 1é don
nhiéu hon...

Van gép chuyén trong lic ngo6i xudng
chiéc ghé ddt canh quay tinh tién nhin ra
dudng.

— Anh ay c6 vé nha thuong khong
chi?

Van quay nhin Thiéu khi nghe cau
héi d6. Khong bi€t nghi gi ma anh lai
cudi thot nhu cé y gidi thich hodc phan
bua vé cau hédi c6 hoi dudng dot cta
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minh.

— Toi hoi lo cho anh dy... L& ma cé
gi thi chi va hai dia nhé sé bi thiét thoi
nhiéu...

Gat dau toé vé hiéu duogc 16i ndi cua
Thiéu, Van cudi nhe.

— Da anh cing it vé tham hai dta
nho. Anh néi bay gi¢ di lai khé khan...

Rut di€u thuoc ra dong dong lén mat
ban doan quet diém dot, hit hoi dai, nha
khoi ra xong Thiéu méi thong tha va
cham chap thot.

— Toi noi ra diéu nay hi vong chi
hiéu. Mac du anh Nghiém & phia bén kia,
nhung xuyén qua tinh quen biét gitia toi
va chi, toi khong coi anh nhu mot ké doi
dich can phai loai bo. Ban théan t6i ciing
cé anh chi em ba con va ban be & phia
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bén kia. Chang qua vi hoan canh...

Nhin Thi€u véi anh mat hiéu biét va
thong cam, Van nhe nhang thot:

— Toi hiéu... Toi biét Thiéu la nguoi
tot. ..

Lan dau tién Van goi tén ma khong
goi Ong khi tro chuyén vé6i Thi€u. Tram
ngam suy nghi giay lat sau cung chi lén
tiéng:

— Thi€u ciing nén can than khi di
lai... Khong ai bi€t chuyén gi sé xay ra...
To6i khong mudén mat mdt ngudi ban tot
nhu Thiéu...

— Cam on chi... Toéi sé luu tam vé 16i
khuyén ctia chi... Bay gio chi cho t6i dn
com chua... Toi déi roi ne. ..
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Cuoi hac hac Van ding 1én di vao
trong bép rdi lat sau trd ra véi tay cam
tay bung thtic dn. Thay cé mot cai chén
Thiéu hoi.

— Chi khong an a?

- Ong an di... Téi thian ltic ndo cling
dugc...

Trong luc Thi€u dn com, Van thanh
thuc kélailoi ham doa ctia Nghiém danh
cho anh. Thiéu im ldng lang nghe song
ciing khong ndi gi cho téi khi bd dia
xuong ban anh méi hoi mét cau va cau
hoéi ctia anh lam cho Van phai suy nghi.

— Chi ¢6 mudén déi nha qua bén kia

song & khong. Toi cd thé sai linh cat cho
chi can nha & gan don hay & trong lang. ..

Van thé dai nhe nhe. Thiéu im lang
udng tra va hat thuoc. Khi hoi anh ciing
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khong ky vong Van phai trd 16i ngay ttic
khac cau hoi cia minh. That ra cau hoi
ctia anh nhu la mét goi y hon 1a budc
Vén phai tra 16i.

— Toi cling c6 nghi téi diéu do. Tuy
nhién...

Gio tay chao mot ngudi dang di
ngoai 19, chi thap giong.

— Sao ong lai hoi toi cau do. Bo...

Dt chi khong néi hét cau song Thiéu
gat dau nhu hiéu y.

— Chi ct thuing thang suy nghi vé cau
hoi cta t6i di... Tuy tinh hinh x6m cta
chi da dugc cai thién nhung n6 van la cai
xém nim gitfa hai lin dan... G bén kia
song du sao cling an toan hon...

No6i xong Thiéu diing day. Ra t6i cta
anh ngodi dau lai cuoi.
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— Sang mai t6i qua sém uong ca pheé.
Hom ray vé Sai Gon tdi thém ca phé cua
chi qua...

Van cudi hang hac vi cam dong va
sung suong.

— May gi6 0ng qua?
— Chting 8 gio...

Van ngdi im nhin theo béng cua
nguoi linh nga dai trén con 16 dat chay
vé bo song. Giay bot-do-sé lam bun.
Khiu Colt-45 xé bén hong. B tray di ct
va nhan. Chiéc non lugi trai doi chénh
chéch, hinh anh dé hau nhu nang thay
moi ngay nhung hom nay lai c¢6 cai gi
khang khac. Ngudi ta khac la hay chinh
chi dbi khic...
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bang ngu, Van giut minh khi nghe
tiéng sing n6 méi dau con it sau vong
rén khap noi. Dan rit trong khong khi.
Co tiéng n6 am rat gan khién chi sg hai.
Om hai con chui xuéng gdm giudng chi
lang nghe giay lat mé&i biét c6 danh nhau
16n. Doan may 6ng trong bung vé danh
don, chi Idm bam.

— Lay troi dling co ai chét...

Chi khong muoén ai chét bai vi phe
bén nay va phe bén kia déu la ngudi quen
biét cua chi. Bén nay chi cd Nghiém,
bén kia chi c¢6 Thiéu. Hai ngudi do chi
khong binh ai bé ai, khong muoén ai chét
ai song. Chi khong muén ngudi nay cam
sing ban ngudi kia va ngugc lai. Tai sao
ho khong thé néi chuyén dugc véi nhau,
khong coi nhau nhu anh em, ban be.
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Bay gio chi mdéi thay dung khi Thiéu
noi “chila ngudibi ket gitia haildn dan...”
cing nhu dan xém ctia chi dang dting
trong cai thé chong chénh khong biét sé
bi ngd nhao lic nao. Chi ciing nhu ho,
cling nhu cdi x6m nha bién thanh sy tra-
nh gianh ctia phe nay phe kia, bén nay
bén kia, thé luc nay thé luc no. Chi sé 1a
nan nhan cta hai thé lyc doi nghich véi
nhau. Mu6n song con chi phai c6 thai
do, dit khoat chon lua cho minh mot thé
ding trong tinh thé day xdo tron. Tiéng
sing chgt n6 don dép. Du khong phai la
linh song tai da nghe quen tiéng sing, chi
c6 thé nhan ra nhiéu loai tiéng nd khac
nhau nhu sung lién thanh, sung trudng,
phong lyu va mot ché. Diéu do cho chi
biét phe ctia Nghiém c6 dong ngudiva ho
dang c6 gang danh chiém ngoi don dong
ven bo song. Thi€u va linh dang chong
tra. Co tiéng ha rén trong khong khi roi
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sau do tiéng né Am diéc tai. Hai dda nho
ré 1én khoc vi sg. Van 6m con vao trong
long. Chi khong biét lam cach nao khac
hon la lay than hinh ctia minh che ché
cho con. Chi hau nhu bat luc trudc hoan
canh va chi mong cé phép nhiém mau
xay ra. Lat sau ti€éng sung thua dan dan
roi thinh thoang méi co6 tiéng sting no.
D¢ chiing tran danh don dut, chi bong
hai con lén giudng ro6i nam nghi ngoi lan
man sau dé mét moi thi€p dan vao giac
ngu.

— Chi Van oi... sang roi... day di...

Tiéng goi danh thic Vin. Van con
ntia ngu nua thuc, chi lat dat budc ra mé
ctia thay Thi€u ding nhin minh cudi.

— B0 hoi hom 6ng hong ngt hay sao
ma gid nay da réo ngudi ta roi...
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Tuy bi cht quan xi net ma Thiéu lai
cudi hi hi, nheo mat nhin nguoi dang
ding trudc mdt minh. Cai nhin ctia anh
chua nhiéu tinh nghich va xoi méi lam
cho Van phai cti dau xuong mdéi biét
minh vi vdi vang nut do bung ra hé ca
nguc. Do mait, hu tiéng nhd chi quay
nguoi te te di vao trong bép. Cudi cudi
nhin theo bong ngudi dan ba, anh bude
cham vao trong cdn nha sdng m6é md nho
anh nang xuyén qua cac khe hé ctia vach
van. Hon thang trudc, anh ggi y muon
stia lai quan cho bét xap x¢ va rong rai,
bang cach bé tién tui ra mua van roi nho
linh dong vach méi cling nhu ngan lai
budng ngt cua chi cho kin ddo va sach sé
hon la che bang tim man vai da ct. Thoat
dau Van khong chiu, can nhan mai song
anh li ra cu sai linh lam. Té6i khi chuyén
stia lai nha hoan tat thi chi méi biét on
ong xép don da lo lang cho minh. San
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md van ctt cong thém van vun, Thiéu bdo
linh cét thém cho chi cai buong tam kin
dao chu hong phai cai buong tam diing
bang la dtia nudc ho trude trong sau ma
chi chi ddm tim luc ban dém thoi.

Via ngdi xuong ghé, Thiéu cudi khi
thdy Van trd ra v6i 4o quan tuom tat va
mai tédc huyén gon gang phang phat mui
xa bong tam.

— H6i hom...

Thiéu cuoi gat dau nhu da hiéu Van
noi cdi gi. Rut diéu thudc, quet diém dot,
hit hoi dai anh cét giong khan va nhya vi
thtc dém.

— May 0ng trong bung vé dung phai
toi nam kich... Ban nhau mét hoi thi
may Ong rat. ..

— Co ai chét hong?
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Van hoi tréng. Hit hoi thudc niia
Thiéu gat dau.

— C6 mot ngudi chét... Chi c6 hinh
ctia anh Nghiém khong?

Van hoi xanh mat khi nghe Thiéu
hoéi. Budc vao trong buong hoi lau chi
trd ra dua tdm hinh trang den vang 6
cho Thi€u coi. Ngam nghia gidy lat anh
lac dau.

— Khong phai anh Nghiém ctia chi...

Van thidm thé hoi dai nhe nhom.
Nghe nudc sbi chi bdé vao trong lo pha
ca phé cho Thiéu. Chi vua dat ly ca phé
xuong ban, Thi€u cudi ndi trong lic tay
van con cam tadm hinh cua Nghiém.

— Anh trong ciing dep trai ha...

Van cudi im ldng. Doi cho anh uong
vai hép ca phé, chi méi rut re hai.
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- Ong di biét mit chong toi 16i,
néu hai ngudi dung mat 6ng cé ban 6ng
khong?

Nghe cau hdi d6 Thi€u cau may. That
lau anh méi cham chap tra 16i:

— Khong, trii trudng hgp bat budc...
— Tai sao?

— Toi khong muon thay hai dia con
ctia chi bi mod c6i va chi trd thanh goa
bua, du...

Néi t6i do Thiéu ngung lai nhu dé
cho Van mudn nghi sao thi nghi. Udng
ngum ca phé, hit hoi thuoc dai anh noéi
ti€p. Van nghe giong noi cua ngudoi linh
chién c6 chut gi budn ba.

— 'Toi 1a ngudi linh cam sung bao vé
cho nhiing di€u gi ma t6i tin tuéng. Toi
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khong thu ghét ai ké cd anh Nghiém,
chong cua chi mdc du anh va nhiing
nguoi thuoc phe anh tht han va muén
giét toi. Toi nghi sy ban giét nhau sé
khong gidi quyét dugc bat hoa va xung
dot cua con ngudi. Chi dao gi?

— Phat...
Van tra 161 gon. Thi€u cudi tiép.

— Lay oan bdo odn thi odn ay chap
chuing, con lay duc bao odn thi oan ay
tiéu tan...

Van guc git dau nhu hi€u va dong y
ve 101 noi do. Giong noi cua Thi€u vang
rdi rac, cham va buon.

— Toi nghi t6i c6 ban chét chong cua
chi thi cling chdng giai quyét dugc cudc
chién nay. Ciing nhu anh Nghiém c6 ban
toi chét thi cling c6 ngudi khac thay thé
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toi lam nhiing viéc ma t6i da, dang va
sé lam cho cdi x6m cua chi... Phe ngudi
trong bung cuia chi ndi tap thé lam cht ca
nhan, ctu canh bién minh cho phuong
tién... Toi khong nghi nhu vay...

Van ngat 16i Thiéu.

— Ong ndi c6 cho sai...

Hit hoi thuoc Thiéu cudi nhin nguoi
doi thoai.

— To6i ndi sai chd nao?

— Nam tiéng “ngudi trong bung ctia
chi” khong dung. To6i khong theo ho va
ciing khong bao gid tré thanh ngudi
trong bung...

Lan dau tién Van xadc dinh céai thé
ding ctua minh trudc mat 6ng xép don.
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Thi€u cudi im lang.

— Toi c6 chong la ngudi trong bung
song khong cé nghia la téi dong y véi
nhting gi ho lam. Téi ¢ trong vung bi
ho kiém soat nhung diéu d6 khong thé
noi la t6i theo ho. Cling nhu dan chung
& mién bac dang song dudi ché do cong
san song khong cé nghia 1a ho dong y
v6i nhiing gi cdng san lam, ciing khong
c6 nghia ho la cong san...

— Chi néi dang... Téi xin 16i chi...

Van cudi nhin Thiéu nhu thong cdm.
Bay gio chi hiéu thém dugc mot diéu
niia vé Thiéu. Anh cé céi chi thich 1a néu
c6 16i anh san sang nhén 16i ctia minh.
Udng thém hdp ca phé va hit hoi thudc,
Thiéu cudi hai.

— Bifa nay chi cho t6i dn com vdi gi
vay?
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Cuoi hang hac, Van dua nam tay nho
nhan cta minh lén.

— T6i cho 6ng dn cdi nay ne vi toi dng
dam néi t6i la ngudi trong bung...

Ngting lai nhin Thiéu, chi tiép trong
lac dua nam tay cia minh téi ngay mat
anh.

— Ngudi trong bung chi c6 cdi nay ne
cht héng c6 com dau...

Cuodi hi hi Thiéu dua tay gia vé nam
tay va Van rut tay lai vtia kip lac khong
cho 6ng linh nam lay ban tay cia minh.

— Hut roi... l1éu 1éu mac ¢a...

Lan dau tién hai ngudi méi duia gién
mot cach than mat vigt qua muc binh
thuong da dugc dinh san. Dudng nhu

sau khi xac dinh vi thé ctia minh, Van vo
tinh hodc c6 y nghiéng vé phia cua Thiéu



120 v Qs Sellan

va dugc anh han hoan nhin nhan nhu la
mot ngudi cung chién tuyén. Tu do gita
ho nay sinh ra chut tinh cam tham thiét
va than mat hon. Dang ding gan, liéc ra
16 thay céd may ngudi linh di t6i, Van lui
lai roi cudi noi.

— Chac 6ng doéi bung roi... dé toi di
lam cho 6ng dia com tam...

Lat sau, viia uong can ly ca phé,
Thiéu thay Van budc ra trén tay cam dia
com tam c6 miéng thit suén bé ngang
16n bang hai ngdén tay. Ngoai ra con cé
mot miéng tring vit chién nia. Chac
c6 1& doi meo vi thic dém Thiéu khong
khach sdo an sach dia luén. Cam cai dia
1én Van cudi noi gion.

~ Ong ma an nhu vdy thi téi cdm on
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ong lam. Khoi can rua. ..

Cudi ha ha Thiéu dot thudc roi ding
day nhuong cho cho miy ngudi linh
dudi quyén chi huy ctia minh buéc vao
quan udng ca phé va dn sang.

Pangngodi trude ctia nhin hai diia con
choi duia v6i nhau, Van thay mot ngudi
madc ba ba den, mang dép rau va doi trén
dau cdi non vai den sum xup. Tuéng di
thi quen qua song vi khong thady mdt mii
nén chi khong dodn ra ai. Téi ltc that gan
chi mdéi nhan ra d6 1a Thiéu. Mim cudi
chi 14m bam: “Ong nay thiét di hgm. Gia
ai hong gia ma lai di gia m4y 6ng & trong
bung lam minh tuéng...”

Té6i diing trudc mat Van, ldy cdi non
xudng Thiéu cudi noi.

— Nong qua...
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Van dung day.

- Ong ngoi di t6i lam cho ong ly
nudc chanh...

Khi chi dem ra ly nuéc chanh ma lai
cé da khién cho Thiéu ngac nhién phai
kéu lén:

— O d4u ma chi kiém ra dugc cdi thi
xa xi phdm qui nhu vang nay vdy...

— Mua 6 bén lang. Hoi trudc téi gio
toi khong c6 mua vi it ngudi uéng qua.
Bay gi6 qudn dong, may ong linh ho
doi uong nudc da chanh, tra da chanh
duodng, ca phé da, ca phé sita da nén toi
phai mua modi ngay mot cay nudc da.
Cu sang sang toi phai di chd nudc da ve.
Nang muon cyp xuong song luon...

Van viia ndiviia dién ta diéu bo khién
cho Thiéu phai bat cudi. Vi quan moi
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ngay mot dong khach hon nén chi phai
mudén thém chi Ba cling & trong xém
giup d6 moi viéc lat vit nhu rdia chén,
don ban, quét nha, lam ca dé chi cé thai
gié cham chut vao cdc moén an cho ngon
hon va vita miéng khach hon. Ngoai ra
chi con nédu tht cdc moéon méi niia. Ma
quan cua chi dong khéach ciing phai. Vé6i
y dinh chi€ém cam tinh dan x6m cua chi,
Thiéu ra lénh moi ngay moét tiéu doi phai
cé mdt thuodng truc 6 bén kia song.

Ngay nao anh cling qua day it nhat
hai 14n d€ d4n com va kiém soét xem linh
c6 thi hanh dung dan 1énh ctia minh. Mot
ti€u doi linh sang nao ciing kéo téi quan
udng ca phé an sang cong véi dan lang
lam cho cai quan nhé cua Van thanh ra
chat choi. Chi c6 trua va chiéu thi ho thay
phién nhau v€ nha an com. Ban dém cé
mdt ti€u doi ndm phuc kich khong cho
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du kich vé ham doa va thu thué dan lang.
Lam dn kham kha ma khong phai dong
thué cho mat tran, di nhién ngudi dan cé
du tién dn xai rong rai hon. Con nit kho-
ng con & trudng ma 4o quan lanh lan.
Nha nao cling dugc stia sang lai v6i mai
ton, vach van rat khang trang va thoang
mat chi khong con nha la téi tam va am
thap nhu luc truéec.

Ban dém den mang xong sang trung
thay cho dén dau lu mu. Nha nao ciing
c6 may thu thanh dé nghe cai luong, hat
bdi va vong c6. May Ong gia sau gig lam
lung mét nhoc thi cling vao quan udng
tra ban chuyén ruong nuong hay theo
doi tin tic chién su. Dan dan ho tao nén
mot sinh hoat cong dong chu khong phai
song 1¢ loi va sg hai nhu xua.

Tu trong bép budc ra Van thay Thiéu



BeplHosong I 125

dang ngdi im lim suy nghi. Cang gan
ong xép don chiing nao chi cang thém
thuong mén va kinh phuc hon. G Thiéu,
chi thay dugc sy gia ddn va khon ngoan
cta suy nghi, chin chian trong hanh
dong, can trong trong 16i no6i d6i véi moi
ngudi. Anh khong coi ai la ké thu ngay
ca v6i nhiing ngudi thu ghét anh. Béi
vay mdéi dau con lay lam la vé sy thanh
cong cua Thiéu qua hanh dong lay long
dan, roi sau d6 hiéu ra chi méi ddm ra
né va phuc. Diéu ma chi lo s¢ la ngudi
& trong bung sé khong dé€ yén cho Thiéu
chiém dat gianh dan ctia ho. S6m mudn
gi Nghiém, chong ctia nang, dai dién cho
mat tran ciing trd vé dé€ gianh giut lai
nhting gi ho da bi ké dich lay mat trong
s6 do ¢ chi niia.

Mit troi xuong tu ti ngon cay tram
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bau. Van tu tay don biia com chiéu cho
ong linh mdt cach tuom tat véi ba mén
canh, xao va mon man. Biét Thiéu rat
thich an com vé&i canh, nhat la canh chua
nén chi nau du thd canh chua. Chi sin
soc Thiéu mot cach tan tinh va chu dao
vi biét nho sy giup d6 cta anh ma chi
mdi c6 doi song kha gia hon. Hon niia
anh con dem lai cho hai dda con ctia chi
chut tinh cdm ma chung rat can lac con
nho lai phai song xa cha. Tuy nhién cé
moét diéu chi mudn git kin trong long
ctia minh 1a thu tinh cdm md&i mé dang
nhen nhum véi Thiéu.

Khi chiéc xuong ba la con & gita
song, Van da thay Thiéu ding chd noi
cay cau van. Hoi ngac nhién nén xudng
viia dung vao cau chi lén tiéng hoi lién.

— Ong di dau ma sém vay?
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— Khiéng nudc da chi di dau. Dé chi
khiéng cé ngay chi cup xuong song thi
khé chi, kho hai dia nhé va kho luon ca
toi. ..

- Ong lam gi ma khd?
Van cudi hoi trong lic chd Thiéu
budc day vao cay cot.

— AinAu cho toi an. Ailo cho hai diia
nho... chang Ié t6i bo tyi no doi...

Miéng cudi ndi, Thiéu dua tay dé hai
cai r6 dung day cac mon lat vit. Bgi cho
Van leo 1én cau xong anh mdéi noi.

— Chi can m¢t chiéc xudng 16n hon.
Chiéc ba la nay nho qua... Lang quang
cd ngay no chim thi...

Nhu hiéu y ctia Thiéu, Van cudi hac
hac.
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— ... Thi toi réo Ong...

Budc xudng xudng nhac lay cay nuéde
da dugc udp day trau dé€ giti lanh dat lén
cau, Thiéu nhe lac dau.

— To6i dau c6 6 bén chi hoai...

Piing duéi xuong, Thiéu ngudc 1én
nhin thay Van cling dang ctii xuéng nhin
minh. Anh mét ctia chi that buon. Hai
ngudi, mot dung trén cau, mot ding duédi
xuong nhin nhau d€ nhén ra gitta ho van
c6 mot khoang cach, du nhé nhung van
cd su ngan cach. Cuodi cuing Van nhe lén
tiéng hoi.

~ B¢ ong bi d3i di chd khac a?

Thiéu lac dau cudi. Gigong anh budn
Xa vang:

— Bay gid thi chua nhung mai mot
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thi cé thé... Linh ma...

Thiéu leo 1én cau. Vac cay nudc da
1én vai anh theo sau Van.

~ Ong héng s¢ ngudi ta cudi 6ng a?
— Cuoi cai gi?

— Cudi Ong la trung uy x€p don ma
lai di vac nuGc da cho toi...

Thiéu cudi hac hac lam nhu khong
muon nhac t6i chuyén dé bang cach hai
sang chuyén khac.

— Lam sao chi biét t6i 1én trung uy?

— Ong Tanh néi... Ong bao t6i chusn
bi lam vai mén dac biét dé€ ria lon cho
ong...

— Thoi khoi can... Toi tu rta lon tbi
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— Hoi nao?
Van quay lai hoéi vi ngac nhién.

— Téi vac nudc da cho chi trén vai,
nudc da chay xudng uét lon cta toi roi. ..

Bat 1én tiéng cuoi vui khi nghe cau
noéi gién cua Thiéu, Van cliing gidn lai.

— Chua du... con vai bén kia... Vay
sang mai 6ng vac thém mot cay nude da
nda...

— Chi khoi lo... t6i sé vic moi ngay...
Van lap lai cau héi ctia minh.

— Toi hoi thiét 6ng nghen, 6ng hong
sO ngudi ta cudi ong ha?
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— T6i 14 linh ma nhiém vu ctalinh 1a
giup d6 dan, huong chi chi la dan ba ma
lai la ngu6i dan ba dac biét...

bi sau Thi€u khong thay da mat cta
Van ting hong khi nghe anh néi chi la
ngudi dan ba ddc biét.

— T6i ma dac biét...

~ It nhat trong mat toi. ..

— Vay 6ng mat 1é r6i...

No6i xong Van bat cudi. Thi€u cuoi
hac hac diling trudc hang ba chd cho Van
ma& cua.

— Toi mat 1é ma t6i hong c6 dui. Béi
vay toi méi thay chi la ngudi dan ba dac
biét...

-C...4a...m...0...n...
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Van kéo dai hai tiéng cdm on nhu
c6 tinh dua gion d€ lam cho cau ndi cua
Thiéu giam di sy nghiém trong. Dat cay
nudc da vao cdi thung dai chua day trau
xong anh lay trau phu 1én trén mdt. Rta
tay qua loa anh tré ra nha trudc via
diang lic Van pha xong ly ca phé. Nang
bén ngoai viia lén doi nhiing tia sang vao
trong ngo6i nha con toi.

*

Cang gan t6i Tét, sinh hoat binh
thudng ctia dan trong xém hau nhu
cham lai d€ t6i ngay 23 thang chap thi
ngling han. Ho ciing dua ong tdo vé troi
cling dong nghia véi su ngung lam viéc
dong ang rudng ray dé stia soan an mling
Tét Mdau Than. Ngay cé linh bén kia song
cling ndo ntc chd an tét. Nam nao hai
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phe ciing dong tuyén bd nghi ddnh nhau
ba ngay tét dé cho dan valinh trang dugc
muing xuan trong hoa binh du chi la thu
hoa binh gid tao. Ndim nao phe & trong
bung cling 6n ao va huénh hoang tuyén
b6 vi yéu chudng hoa binh nén dé nghi
huu chién trong ba ngay tét.

Dan chung han hoan n6 ntc chuan
bi don xuan réi cling chinh phe dé nghi
ngung ban lai vi pham, lai n6 sing tin
cong trudc. Riét roi chang co ai tin vao
161 hta hen cua ho. Nam nay, dé nghi huu
chién, 161 htda ngung ban trong ba ngay
tét dugc tuyén bo mot cach long trong
song Thiéu khong tin tudng lam. Chuan
bi cho linh va dan an tét ma anh ciing
dé phong phe trong bung that hiia bang
cach ma anh néi véi Tanh 1a “tay mdt an
Tét con tay trai ghim sung...”. Dai ddi cd
ba trung doi. Mdi trung ddi sé dugc nghi
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mot ngay d€ an tét. Dém giao thiia Tanh
sé dan trung doi 1 qua bén kia song nam
an ngli dé cho dan doén giao thiia. Dém
mong mot téi phién anh va Pon, trung
doéi trudng trung doi 2. Con dém mong
2, Chan, trung doéi trudng trung doi 3
sé chi huy trung do6i cia minh qua séng
phuc kich. K& hoach hanh quan da dugc
vé ra chi chd t6i Tét sé dem ra thi hanh.

29 tét. Chiéc xuéng nam 1a kham lu
cham chap cép vao cay cau van. Van leo
1én cau trudc trong luc chi Ba, nguoi giap
viéc lui cui chét nhiing cdi r6, thing 1én
cau. Cang gan tét thi Van lai ban biu hon
vi dan lang mua sam nhiéu hon. Ping
ra thi ho c6 thé boi xudng hodc cheo ghe
qua bén kia sdng téi chg lang mua cling
dugc song vi moét vai ly do riéng ho lai
thich mua & quén tap héa ctia Van.

- D€ do toi phu cho chi...



Bén Msstng 1 135

Nghe tiéng noéi, Van ngudc 1én nhin
thay Thiéu tu trong con duéng mon doc
theo mé song budc ra.

~ Ong lam t6i hét hon... Ong & dau
ma chui ra vay?

Thiéu cudi, budc t6i don cai thing
day nhdc keo banh tu tay ctia Van. Liéc

nhanh thay chi Ba con dang diing & cay
cau van, anh no6i nho véi Van.

— Toi di chdm dia diém dé€ cho linh
ndm an ngt dém 30. Chi ¢ cing 6ng ba
chiéu 30 hong?

— C6 cht... Ndm nao t6i cling cung
hét... Du ngheéo minh ciing phai rudc
ong ba vé an tét chu...

Nghe Van ndi, Thi€u gat dau cudi.

— B&i vay ma toi phdi lo giti an ninh
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cho ba con an tét...

Quay lai nhin Thi€u véi cai nhin biét
on Van cudi.

— Nam nay tdi cing 6ng ba sém...
To6i moi 6ng an tat nién véi tdi... Ong
nhan 16i nghen...

— May gio?

— 6 gid chiéu...

— Gig dé thi dugc...

Van gat dau néi cham va nhé.

— Toi hi€u... Cau trdi nam nay minh
dugc an tét vui vé va binh yén... Ong
thich an banh tét hong?

— Thich... Chi gdi banh tét ha?

— Da... To6i nho 6ng phu canh gium
noi banh tét...
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Hiéu y Van, Thiéu cuoi vui.

— To6i han hanh lam... ma chiing
nao?

~ T6i ba muoi... Ong ranh hong?

— Ranh... M6t minh t6i canh noi
banh ha?

Van quay lai. Thay chi Ba 1éo déo
quay ganh theo sau lung quang xa xa, chi
cudi v6i Thi€u dang di bén canh.

— T6i c6 quen ai dau...

Thiéu cudi chum chim. Anh cadm
thay co chut gi khéac la dang xdy ra trong
long minh. Nhu d6 1a niém vui khi nhé
lai thoi thanh nién, lac con hoc trung
hoc dugc c6 ban gai maoi téi nha cung co
ta ngoi canh ndi banh tét dém ba muoi
tét. Bay tdm nam sau anh lai may man
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dugc mot ngudi dan ba tuy khong han
1a ban nhung lam lic con hon ban. Gitia
anh va Van, chua bao gi¢ vugt qua gidi
han tinh cadm da dugc phan dinh, nhung
lai c6 su thong cam, hiéu biét cin thiét
dé nuong tua vao nhau trong giai doan
kho khéan. Cé thé ndi anh véi Van can
nhau hon ngoai cdi von tinh cdm da cé
v6i nhau.

— Ong Thiéu... Bd 6ng quén nha roi

.QJ;

Van cudi ndi khi thay Thiéu mai suy
nghi chuyén gi d6 nén di thang ludn thay
vi diing lai khi t6i cua.

— To6i mai nghi chuyén dau dau...

Thiéu cudi no6i. Cudi chum chim Van
x0 clia budc vao nha. Bén ngoai nang da
lén. Lac dac vai ngudi di trén dudng.
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Dém thim thidm. Tiéng con trung
kéu hoa nhap vao ti€ng gid lua hang cay
do diia trén b mau sau nha roi tan loang
trong tiéng nhac phat ra tli chi€c mdy thu
thanh. Lua chdy bap bung. Chao nudc
soi sung suc. Thi€u ngui dugc mui banh
tét ngan ngat thom. Bén canh anh, Van
ngoi im lang nhin lua chdy.

— Chi bu6n ngu chua?
— Chua... cOn 6ng?

— Toi quen thic dém roi... véi lai
dém nay giao thta...

Thiéu quay sang nhin Van va bat gap
chi ciing dang nhin minh. Anh mat chi
l6ng lanh. Nu cudi e dp am nhu Itta dang
chay. Hai ngudi nhin nhau cudi r6i moi
nguoi quay mat di cho khac.
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— Hai dtia nhé vé ngoai an tét chling
nao mdai tra lai?

Thiéu pha tan sy im lang bang cau
hoi. Van tra 16i gon:

— Mung 5... Ba mad t6i sé dem xudng

day...
— Chi...

Noi ti€éng “chi” xong Thi€u ngung
bdt roi li€c nhanh sang bén canh. Lan
thu nhi anh bat gap Van cling liéc minh.
Hai ngudi cudi véi nhau. Ho c6 nhiéu
diéu muon ndi song ngan ngii chua biét
ai sé noi trudc hay bat dau céu chuyén
nhu thé nao.

— Ong cudi gi vay?

Thiéu thAm thd hoi dai trudce khi 1én
tiéng.
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— T6i nhé téi may cau hat. ..
— Pau 6ng hat cho toi nghe di...
— T6i ma hat gi... rong thi co...

Van bét 1én tiéng cudi ngan. Quay
qua nhin Thi€u, chi noi trong ti€éng cuoi.

— Toi nghe 6ng Tanh khen 6ng ca
“dong v6 mat va bé c6” mui tdn mang
lubn ma...

T6i phién Thiéu cudi hic hac. Van
nai ni:

— Thoi 6ng hat di ma... hat cho minh
toi nghe...

Tang hang tiéng nhd, Thiéu cui dau
nhin vao 16 ltia dang chay sang. Van nghe
giong cua nguoilinh dang ngoi bén canh
am va rung lén nhu day dan dang cho
chat chat tinh cam: “... Tay em lanh dé
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cho tinh minh am... Méi em mém cho
gidc ngti em thom... Sao giao thiia xanh
trong doi mat ngoan... Troi sap Tét hay
long minh dang Tét...”

bém tinh ldng. Ngudi hat im ldng
sau khi hat va ngudi nghe cling im lang
that lau mdi lén tiéng.

— Ban nhac tén gi vay?
— Anh dén tham em dém ba muoi...
— Toéi thich... Ong hat niia di...

Khé gat dau Thiéu hat cham, dang
hon doc cht khong phai hat va da doéi
mot vai chii trong cau hat: “... Thang
ngay sé troi qua... Tinh sé phoi pha...
Nguoi khuat xa... Chi con chut huong
xua... Roi cling phong ba... Rung cung

bl

mua....
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— Mai mot 6ng kiém cho t6i ban nhac
nay nghen...

— Chi vay?
— Nghe... Téi muon nghe...
— Hét Tét rdi chi nghe lam gi...

— Troi dang tét va long toi luc nao
cling dang tét...

Thiéu cudi im ldng. Dua dong ho 1én
anh thay chi 11 gio rudi.

— May gid roi?

Van héi trong. Thi€u clng tra 16i
giong nhu vay.

- 11 gi0 rudi. ..
— Chi tinh don giao thiia ha?

- Da...
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Nghe ti€éng “da” ctia Van, Thiéu cudi.
Dudng nhu cling cdm nhan ra Thiéu
cudi, chi cling cudi tiéng mém va diju.

~ O “x6m cta chi” hon nim nim
ma nam nay toi méi dugc dn cdi tét co 'y
nghia... May ndm r6i sing nd lién mién
trong ba ngay tét...

— Bé&i vay t6i méi cam on 6ng bang
cach nho 6ng cung t6i canh ndi banh
tet. ..

Thiéu gat dau cudi.

— Cam on chi... Day la cai Tét dac
biét nhat trong doi linh cta tdi... Toi sé
khong bao gio quén. ..

Van stia lai dang ngdi ctia minh cho
ngay ngan. Py khtic cti vao sau trong 10
Itia, chi quay qua nhin Thi€u. Anh thay
madt chi thim tham nhu sao sing trong
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dém ba muoi.

— Toi sé khong dé cho dng quén
dau...

Cui dau nhin vao hang cay so dia
md mo den trong dém, Van noéi nhé ma
nhu hoi.

— Ngudi ta cd can phai yéu nhau méi
nhé nhau khong 6ng?

— Toi nghi khong can. Yéu khac ma
nhd khac...

— Khac nhau ché nao?

- Yéu thi c¢6 thé quén, con nhé thi
khong bao gi¢ quén...

— Vay thi 6ng chon cdi nao?
— Toi chon ca hai...

— Ong tham lam qua...
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Thiéu cudi hac hac. Giong ctia anh
cat 1én buodn.

— Toi chon céi nhé... Khong phai la
toi khong mudn cdi yéu... S& di toi chon
cai nhd vi cdi nhd sé § trong long minh
lau hon...

— Ong dic biét hon t6i nghi...
- Théa...

- Ong ling man nhu t6i nghi vé
ong...

Thi€u im lim. Lat sau Van noi tiép:
— Néu xa nhau t6i sé nhé 6ng hoai. ..
— Con gan nhau?

Quay nhin ngudi bén canh trong luc
ddt cau hoi, Thi€u thay mot ntia khudn
mat cui xuong dugc che bdi mai toc dai.
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Thudng Van hay béi toc 1én cao cho gon
gang dé dé lam viéc. Riéng giao thua
dém nay, khong nhiing dé toc xo6a dai
ma chi lai &n mdc tuom tat hon. Dudng
nhu anh ngui dugc huong téc mém tda
ra tham ldng trong dém. Giong noi cta
Van cét lén mo ho xa xam.

— Toi chua biét... Cé 1€ t6i cling nhé
ong nhu ldac xa ong...

— Nhu vay xa hay gan chi cing nhé. ..
— Chac la vay...

Tiéng sung chgt nodi lén bén kia song
bdo hiéu nam méi bat dau. Van hoéi nho.

— Giao thtia phdi khong?
Thiéu cudi.

— Da... Nam mdi t6i chuc chi dugc
nhting gi chi uéc muon...
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Van hoi cya minh khi Thiéu nam tay
minh. Ho ngo6i nhu thé cho téi khi mat
troi lén.

Pém mong 1 Tét. Dang nam nép
minh sau b& mau cao, Thiéu nghe sung
nd khap noi. Tiéng mot-ché hu 16ng
16ng. Pan dich réo thanh am thanh gion
da hon phdo tét. Anh Itia kém theo tiéng
nd cho anh biét trung doi do minh chi
huy da bi phdo va tan cong cung mot luc.
Dich quan khong biét dong hay it, dinh
tran ngap don vi cia anh dang nam phuc
kich dé lay dudng tién vao xém cua chi.
Mot-ché vai khap noi. Vai ngdi nha chac
bi an phdo bdc chdy sang ruc trong dém
toi. Qua tan so lién lac anh biét ngo6i don
cta minh bén kia song cling dang hiing
phdo. Ddi tan s6 lién lac véi chi khu, anh
dugc vi s quan truc cho biét quan dudng
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cling bi dich tan cong di doi. Ngay ca
ti€u khu cting bi mot luc lugng dong dao
cd cap trung doan cta dich tan cong.
Biét tinh hinh tr& nén bat lgi, anh ra linh
cho linh ¢0 giti viing vi tri chd t6i sang.

Gan sang tiéng sung im dan roi sau
dé dit hdn trude khi mat trdi le 16i noi
huéng dong. Kiém diém lai quan so,
bang bo cho linh bi thuong xong Thiéu
dan linh di vao x6m ctia chi. Nha cta
dé nat, xiéu veo. Xac ngudi chét nam rai
rac. Tiéng con nit khoc. Tiéng ngudi bi
thuong rén ri. Thiéu dung lai noi chiéc
quan cta Vin bi d6 nat tan hoang vi su
tré vé ctia Nghiém, chong ctia chi. Anh
tia nuGc mat khi thdy Van ndm im trén
mgt dat. Ngoi bét xudng canh thi thé
ctua chi, anh cam lay ban tay. Ban tay
nhu con chut hoi &m. Nhin chi nam anh
nhd cau hat: “Toi c6 ngudi yéu via chét



dém qua... Chét that tinh c0, chét chang
hen ho... Khong hin thu nam chét nhu

b

mo....

Chu Sa Lan






