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Néi Biat Quang, Lam Cam (Thay Loi Twa)

Dét Thing-Long trudc nim 1945, duong di dé
nhu di chg phién, nay da bé tic, va nhic dén Ha-
Noi, ai cling déu nhé tiéc. Toi co6 nguoi ba con, qué &
Soc-Trang, nam 1943 anh c6 chuyén cai va vdi vo,
chiéu hom ay com nudc xong, anh con tirc gian bo ra
bén xe hong mat. Thay xe do sap chay, khong biét cai gi
khién, anh leo 1én ngdi cho xe chay, ra khoi cho c6 gi6
mat, mdi nho lai anh dang mic mot bod dd ba-ba nhut
nhat chon di guéc vong, nhung anh ving bung Vi trong
t0i ¢6 hai tram dong bac (200$00) gom hai to gidy xang
do mot nguorl ban vira tra va anh chua cit vao ta sit.
Anh ngdi ngu ga ngu gat, xe do bén cho Sai-Gon; anh
xubng xe long gidn chua ngudi, anh di ngay lai nha ga,
mua vé 1én chuyén toc-hanh ndm ngi tiép mic cho xe
no chay ra Bic. Dén noi méi nhé lai minh tro trui xau
ho6 qua, bén lai nha may dat gadp mot bd Au-phuc tussor,
sam mot doi giay do theo-ni, x6 chan vao roi leo 1én xe
tré vé Nam, xe dén Sai-Gon, sang xe do chay thang mot
mach vé Séc-Triang, ngd vo cudi giai hoa, trong minh
anh con du méy chuc bac va anh chi Véng nha c6 ba
dém hai ngay. Ngay nay gip t6i anh thuong nhac lai
viéc d6 va cho rang mot giac chiém bao. Thir hoi nhu
hién nay ta c6 mot s6 bac gdp mot ngan lan hon (200 x
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1000) hoi ta c6 dam mao hiém di ra ngoai nd mua sam
lung tung nhu anh gian vg nam trude chang ? Thanh
thr nang luc va gia tri 200.000 dong bac nam 1974 kho-
ng sanh dugc v4i hai to gidy xang nam 1943/44. Nam
1943 mudn di tir Nam chi Bic chi cén coO anh hai trong
tui, ngay nay noi tlen chay cho ra gidy phép cling ticu
ting s6 von kia r6i. Thuo ay, duong di ra dat Bic dé
dang lam vay nén t61 khong voi, nhitng tudng cai banh
dé danh 1a cai banh ngon, ngd dau vi dé 1au qua khong
an duoc nira, banh ngon thanh ra banh tuyét vong.

Lai c6 ngudi khac nhd dat Hué, Hué-d6 tho mong
thi t61 duoc biét. Ai kia nhé Hué, cho t6i nhé cung.
Nhé nhitng cip mat nhung tinh tr, nhd banh khodi cau
bong-Ba, nh¢ chdo 1ong Bo Thanh, ngon thi ngon that
nhung chd ngdi kém hap dan, nhé com Am-phi, nhé
quan ca-ri bé thui, khach dén tré dé bung trong vé nha !
Dao nao ngoai né c6 mdt 6ng mac 4o tu hanh ma ham
lam chuyén thé, toan pha 1au Ngo-mon lay gach xay ho
bit-xinh cho nit-hoc-sinh tim, may thoi thién dao chi
cong, co d6 ngudi em sup d6, ong, chi con sam hdi lan
chudi dn nan.

Hét nhd roi lai tiéc. T6i tiéc bao nhiéu do st quy gia
1an hoéi ngoai Ay ban ra xt ngoai hét, nhirmg co vat dy
khong chi né ciing 1a di vat cta 6ng cha ta dé lai. Nhung
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to1 tu mau thuan lay t61, vi néu khong c6 nguoi ban, lam
sao to1 mua duoc ?

Tro lai nhd, nhé xa khong bang nhd gan. Toi sanh
treong mién qué dat Hau-Giang, t6i chi biét nhd tinh
nha Soc-Trang va hién khi dang ngdi viét t6i nh dao
dé c4i cho nhé Bai-Xau :

«Hoi anh co nho Bai-Xau,
Banh xay chién mo, banh bao thit bamy.

Bii-Xau ngay nay rat phon thinh vi day 1a cho lua
gao trong xu, chd du trit Iha doi du so co ghe chai van
chuyén 1én Cho-Lén xay ra gao cho ching ta in. Lua
mict déng Bung-Xa-Mo, déng Tra-The, déng Ma-Toc,
Giong Co6, déu qui tu vé day. Nhung d6i voi toi, Bai-
Xau la ky niém budi au thoi xa xua, nhiing ngay tam
nang hot ca thia-thia, theo chon c6 bac d& no bat cua
bién, va 10i vé vuon mua mia cay bap riy, khong nira
thi 1én liéng xoai song trén cay, hai trom me chua. C6
ba xu thi mua dudng cat m& ga vé dam trong nudc mam
ngang, xoai thi can gion nghe rép rép, me chua thi an
dén liu ludi hit ha. Ngay nay rang cai dudi chiri cai trén,
con gi ma huong xoai song me chua ? Pic biét nhit cia
cho Bii-Xau 1a hu tiéu xao m&, mdi dia mét déng XU,
dém duoc ba cong he, vai tép md, duy hu tiéu thi mot
dia & hé no bung. Hu tiéu xao md, chan nuéc mam cho
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vira, lua vao miéng, ngon khong thé ta. Ngay nay tién
c6 du nhung tudi ciing theo tién chong chét, cao luong
my vi quen mui, lai bat thém hu tiéu xao md, khong
tom khong thit.

Con mdt thir banh nira 1a banh xay. Bai-Xau nguyén
1a xtr tép tom, nén banh xay ¢ dy chién dé hai con tép
trén mdi banh va chién bang m& heo chd khong chién
bang dau nén cai banh thom ngon (ngay nay md mac
con chién nhu vdy ching ?). Dau chién nhu cii nhung
gia chic d3 1én thang, thi-vi cai banh mat roi.

Banh xay khong biét cua x{r ndo phat minh : Mién,
Chéc hay ta ? Ta biét 4n nhung lam it biét. Va tuy dia
phuong mdi thd dan goi cai banh mot cach khac : Séc-
Trang, Bac-Li€u, Bai-Xau goino la banh Xéy. Khi chién
vo1 bot, nhun gia thi goi banh gid. Nhin hot dau xanh
dé vo, moi goi banh xay.

O Tri-Tén (Chau-Péc) tuc danh 1a Xa-Ton (Mién goi
Xoai-Ton) lai goi banh xa-tin. Lén dén Sai-Gon banh
doi tén 1a banh tom kho chién, d¢ dn kém véi banh cuon
khong nhin ciia may my xam gia ban dao. Thinh thoang
t6i van an nhung khong lém a0 cho to1 quén duogc cai
banh Xay qué hu’ong va mdi lan vé dudi tham nha to
phu mdi sang t6i déu nich vai ba cai banh Xay dé nhé
lai tudi huong tudi xanh. Ma t6i nhd hon hét 1a banh
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xay ctia Chi Nam Boi ban noi san trudng cach nay hon
sau muoi nam cho hoc tro truong tinh Soc-Trang. Lac
ay bon toi ngdi hoc ma tréng cho mau tdi gio ra choi
dé chay cho kip mua gianh mua giut cai banh mot xu,
chan cho ngap nudc mam 6t, khong chan kip thi ctr tha
nguyén cai banh Véo t6 nuéc mam cho nd ce‘tng tham
cang hay, banh cian nong h01 va gion khtru, can mot
miéng nudc mam chay vao c6 ngot xot, nudt téi dau nd
khoai ti d6. Nhurt 1a gip budi troi mua 1am rAm, ba ddc
chan (Mme F. Gros) bat nho ¢é vuon rau, minh sé 1én
nhu hom bi phat, nho dai mét cay cu cai non, khong can
rira rdy, phii so sia bang tay cho sach cat dat, roi cin
chung voi banh xay thi né ngon thau troi, khong banh
Tay banh M nao bang.

Bai-Xau, Soc-Trang hai noi ky niém tuoi tho au.
Ngay nay doi véi to1 da xa xam, biét bao gio co dip trd
lai budi xua, ném cai banh xay nhu Iic chua muoi tudi.

Vé goc tich Bii-Xau, toi biét duoc hai huyén thuyét :

1) Thuyét thir nhirt do mot sai Mién gia ké lai thi vao
doi xua, tai ving nay nguoi thua rimg nhiéu, gan bén
miéu nho thd dng Ba-Thic (than Pra-Sak ctia Mién) co
mot cai hang 16n chtra mot cap ran ho ngua minh 16n
nhu cdt nha, dau c6 méng do choét. Mot budi chiéu no,
c6 mot anh dan qué vao rung mot cui, khong de anh
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gap mot O tring ran, anh nha qué ldy 40 boc hét dem
veé, long mung trang méi to, troi cho 16¢ va khong biét
do6 la trimg ran.

Anh bit lira ndu mot chao dun com cho déng bon di
1am lua. 14t nita vé dn, va bat ndi ludc trimg 1am mén an
dic biét. Mot chip sau, cap xa-tinh hay mat tring, danh
hoi theo tim, hai con ran hd ngua chay con hon ngua,
nhu bdo ddy dun dun cdy cbi ng rap thién hon dia am.
Ca x6m hoang hon manh ai ndy chay, dén ching thay
troi ém giod ling méi dam trd vé. Lic Ay thay troi toi hu
cui ltra tat queo, con cay co thi nat ngau va khong thay
mot trirmg nao. Vé chao dun com thi ltra da tat tir 1au,
com thi sdng nhin nhung ciing phai dé vy ma nudt d&
d6i vi con so ran than trd lai. Dé danh diu mot nan dit
tranh qua, tu éy ho dat tén xom la Srock Bai-xau : xur
an com chua chin. (Srock la x1r, soc; bai 12 com; xau 1a
chua chin). Mic dau biét d6 1a than thoai nhung bang
¢ hién nhién 13 trong x6m Bai-Xau cil, van con mot
tdoa cO miéu tho ong Ba-Thic, ké bén con mot goc co
thu tan che t6i dat, twong truyén day 12 noi xua c6 hang
sdu cdp ran than.

2) Néu thuyét trén duom mau huyén hodc kho tin thi
thuy€t sau day c6 phan thiét thuc hon. Va cling theo
ong gia ba ca thuat lai thi may tram nam trudce lic nguot
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Mién nguoi Viét hai bén tranh gianh dat véi nhau, vao
mot budi chiéu no, phe Mién vira dai bai, dam tan binh
Tho kéo nhau dén day giot gao ndu com in d& doi
(chinh ngay nay ho con gilr tuc an ngay nao giot gao
ngay ay chd khong gid san nhu ta). Com chua kip chin
d3 nghe tin don binh Nam dang ran ran kéo toi, khién
cho binh Mién, mic dau com chua chin, cling phai nhac
ndi xudng, an hdi ha dé chay cho thoat tay ngudi Nam.
Boi an com sbng tai chd ndy, nén nay cai tén con ton tai
- Bon en nau na mo ? (Anh tir dau dén ?). - Pi Bai-xau
mo (Tt Bii-Xau dén).

Bii-Xau c6 mot tén khac rat nén tho 13 lang My-
Xuyén, 1ay tén con séng chay ngang day ndi lién rach
Ba-Xuyén (Soc-Tring) ra bién ca, nhung My-Xuyén
chi 1a danh-tir dung trén mit gidy to goi 1én quan, ché
dan ban xtr van goi Bii-Xau quen miéng. Trong ving
¢6 con chim chao voi co khoen tring noi co6. O dau
dau déu goi chim Ay 1a «chim chao voi», duy miét Soc-
Trang lai goi theo Tau la «chim chut chot». Sang sd6m
va dau hom, chim dtng ngon cdy hat rang : «Chit chot.
Chit chot. B6 lai khut Bai-Xau» (Chit chot ! Chit chot
| khong tién di Bai-Xau !). Chim rimg con nhé giong
ban x{r pha Tau. C6 nhién con nguoi ¢ day tuy dn com
c6 chiia, nhung tdm hon con duom gdc Minh-Huong.
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Sa-Déc, Sep 17, 2015

Nh¢ Ca Chay, Théo-Léo, Mé-Lao La Nho
Hau-Giang Va Nh¢ Soc-Trang

6i ¢ pham mot toi rat 16n doi voi qué nha Soc-

Trang, vi t6i d3 ban phiém du diéu vé Hau-Giang
(Ba-Thac) ma qua ho hitng véi tinh Séc nhau ran. Toi
d3 nhd x6m Choi-Moi ciia tinh Bac-Liéu, nhd bén do
may Cai-Von dat Can-Tho, t6i khong thé quén nhiing
gi tro1 budce véi qué huong tinh Soc, tu theo-1¢o, me-lao
dén con ca chady Vam Tén, Tra On.

To1 nhé tinh Soc-Trang qué cha me, tuy nudc phen
va bui bam, nhung gao ngon com déo va qua banh ré
tién mau no bung tir cai banh xay gion nhiéu tép dau,
t6i t0 bo bun xdo, ma ky réi trong Chon Loc, thay co
sua lai 1a «bun sao» va quén phut t61 1a dan qué mua
mién Nam, khac giong v&i ngudi van vat mién Bic,
cling nhu trong Chon Loc trudc da stra cau van co trong
nay, nhé cau d6i gat mac (Chon Loc sb 36 truong 57)
nguyén vin toi viét theo cau d6i cii 1 :

(bai ddng bao Chon Loc sd 7 dé ngay 26-12-1965,
nay dung thay cho bai tua tap nay).
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«Nuéc chay c... dc ban run bdy bay,
Gio dwa d... di mit giay té téy.

Cau d6i sat tir chit tir tiéng, thay co ngudi mién Bic,
khong biét vo tinh hay c¢d ¥, da doi lai noi vé dudi lam
«trai mit» khién cho cay kéo ba Kiém cho qua trét lot,
dé hom nay toi phai lap lai mot l1an nita 13 «dai» (trai
mit det) cho nén gié dua méi gidy té-té, chd néu nhu
mit trai, thi dau théy co va to1, hi¢p luc ma lic, nd rung
thi c6 chd khong gidy té-té chut nao. Trong céi rii cé
cai may, nho vdy ma cau ddi “néi tuc giang thanh”
duogc 13p lai hai 1an va ciing mong ba Kiém thong qua
cho phen nita ! Tién day xin noi ludén vin t6i viét rat
giong Mién Nam, khi in thanh sach c6 nhiéu chd in sai
nhung t61 cling khong hoi dau ma cai chinh vi e mich
bung thay co cling nhu [am phlen anh tho sap chir. Tudi
gia chong chét, duong xa vang veé X lau ngay, xin cho
t6i la-ca v6i nhitng moén thuan tay mién qué ma ty day
long bong nhé nhung té tai.

Nguyén cho Soc-Tring xdy dung trén mot giong cat
bao la dimg giita nhiéu giong cat khac bua vay tam
huéng khong khac chun cing mot con nhén khong 16
va mdi dau gidng nho ay 1a mot cho bua dic sic co
mdi mon dn hap din, ty nhu cho Vam-Co (Truong-Ké)
co théo-1eo “cat chudt”, chg Bii-Xau cé hu tiéu xao
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top md ré tién, cho Xoai-Ca-Na c6 banh xay bui khong
d4u bi, chg B4-Thao (Thuan-Hoa) c6 bun nudc Ieo nem
bo-hdc, cho Pha-NG c6 moén «me-1ao» lam bang mong
nép mua laa sém mach nha, rudt xop cé ré tre, 16n c&
chon cai, dai gin mot gang tay, ngoai 40 mot 16p me
trang, ma moi lan biét toi vé Soc-Trang, co chi hang
x6m trudc hoc truong Marie Curie thuong gdi tién, dian
to1 mua cho dugc “thr banh céac chu tén gi khong nhd,
tam goi banh c...ac chdm me !!”.

Ngoai ra cho Bang-Long (Giéng Nudc, Long-Phi1)
c6 ¢4 tom va tép bién, nhung hom nay nhut dinh khong
n6i chuyén “cham mé” va xin nhic con ca chay cua
mién Vam Tan (Pai-Ngi).

Theo b Bai-Nam quéc am tu vi cua 6ng Huinh-Tinh
Cua (in nam 1895) thi : “ca chay la mdt thir ca to vay,
nhiéu xuong, cai bung day nhirng trimg”. No6i nhu vay
qua van tat vi d6 1a tu dién; ngoai doi toi xin thém :
“trimg 4y an it thi thay ngon dén thém khao khat, nhung
néu tham an an qua nhiéu thi nhé dem t3 theo ma 16t,
khong thi s& 1am xau doc dudng vi trimg c6 nhiéu chat
dau”. Va toi ciing xin thém Vam Tan do tiéng Mién
Peam Senn ma c6. Tir “Peam” (ctra song 16n) bién ra
Vam, khong c6 trong tir dién Bac-Viét, va tir “Senn”
bién ra “Tién”, trong Nam doc “Tén”, nay Vam Téan da
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hoan toan Viét.

Néu xtr Vinh-Long c6 con c4 thu nhiéu thit it xwong
va rat ngon, thi miét Hau-Giang c6 con ca chay dén
mua gan Tét ¢ nhiéu sa mu thi ca ¢ bién 1én séng Hau-
Giang dé trimg sanh con, chi c6 trong mua gan Tét va
chi c6 nhiéu tir Vam Téan (Pai-Ngai) dén Tra On (Can-
Tho), va miét Cai Con Cai Cau ving Ké-Sach (Soc-
Trang) chd khong 1én xa hon ntra. Ca chay dac biét,
vét 1én khoi nude 1a chét tire khic va lai mau won va
mau tr¢ mui khac hon nhirng ¢4 khac, vi trong bung no
ntc nhirng trimg nén mau sinh, con cé tréng ciing thé,
1én khoi nudce 1a c4 bun thit, phai an cap ky khong thi
mat ngon. Ngay nay nhd udp nudc da va nho cd may
bay chuyén ché mau le, nhung kho ndi bay gid it vét
duoc, chd chau xua con ¢4 quy nay chi in tai chd va
cling khong c6 cach rong chura hay lam cach nao dem
xa dugc, trir phi kho ndu sin 13 hoa may nhung ciing it
ngon r6i. Ca chdy phai dn mot ltra méi thiy huong vi
cua no.

Ma ong tro1 xanh cling ngd : nhu nam nao maoi day
tdi ra bién Viing Tau mua dugc mdt con ca chay tréng,
tuong dugc 1oc tro1 danh, ming hiim, ngd dau khi nudng
dam nudc mam co tron beurre, thé ma thit ca chai ngét,
lat pheo, an khong ngon lanh nhu con ca Hau-Giang.
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Biét duoc, chang qua d6 13 con ca “trai mua”, dang
song trong nudc bién min, nén sin cimg thit, mat mui
béo khong nhu con ca “dung mua” & nudc ngot, dang
khi troi vira rdo mua c6 sa mu day dic mdi budi sang
hay mdi hoang hén, 4y 1a mua ca chay-trimg 1én séng
cai dé sanh dé va chi dé ndi khiic song tir Vam Tan dén
Tra-On, chd khong di xa hon nita. Pic sic nén phan
biét 1a con ca chay & Can-Tho, gio ludi ca va bat ca 1a
chang vang ltic nha nhem t6i vao con nudc dau hom,
khién nén muén an no phai thirc doi dem ca vé va nhu
vay chi nau chao va an goi. Ciing boi thirc cho ca lau
lac nén sanh ra tha phong luu cac-té cam canh hay cha
bai thin cdu sat phat dong tién dé chd con ca. Khac
v6i ca chay vét tai Vam Tan (Soc-Trang) bat vao luc
tang tang sang, troi vira binh minh, nén thoi gio thuan
tién, nhitng ba ngi trg Soc-Trang (Ba-Xuyén) tr¢ bita
dé dang hon cac ba mang phu Can-Tho (Phong-Dinh).
Mua duge ca vé, néu dé 1a ca duc ca tréng thi cu dé
nguyén con cip gap nudng trén ltra than riu-riu, ca gn
chin thoa hai mudng beurre Bretel thtr thiét, xoa vao
vay cho déu trude khi dam ca vao nudc mam (phai kén
dung nuéc mam Hon tire nude mam Phu-Quéc thuong
hao hang), c6 ném 6t toi cay thom tuy thich, ay 1a moén
an doc vi tuyét diéu nhit trén thé gian, va khi an xin
nhd dimg g& vay bo di uong lam, - nhut 13 trong luc
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sinh hoat dit do6 nhu hién nay, - ¢0 bac cur tin t61 nhim
nhi thir vay ¢4 chdy c6 thoa bo khi con trén lira, réi nhip
mot chit rugu nhe (Sauterne ty du), chang nhiing vay
c4 thom ngon béo bd khong con moén son hao hai vi
ngoai qudc nao bi kip, thém duoc khi ta nudt chut it vay
khét vao bung, chét than khi nay tri dugc mo dau cua
trimg ¢4, ctru ta khoi nan dn tham nhiéu trimg ca, “ngoi
dau muén ngdi mot chd, vi né rin khong hay” ! Con ca
nudng idn chua hét, dé vai gio sau ca thim nudc mam cd
t61 Gt, néu san xoai séng bam gia vi vao, thi thoi 1a ngon
dén bung dau. Bita 4y dau bai x4u thua sach tdi, vé nha
cha me 1am nghiém vo con gian 13y, ciing khong phién.
Co-nhon ¢6 néi : “Khi lanh cho nhau an chdy, khi dir
mang nhau cay ndi.” Ma cay ndi that vi da thua hét tién,
nhung com ngudi an véi mot miéng ca du, mat map khi
bung d6i hay mac mot miéng xuong xoc biét lira dimg
cho vudng co 13 mot nghé thuat chi co ngudi thua bai
méi biét thudng thirc ! Ai cuoi to1 tho tuc té1 xin chiu.

Ay 13 khi néi vé con cé chay khong trimg. Khi mua
dugc ca méi ca co trimg thi mén ngon nhirt 1a kho man
mot lira an x0i voi bun 16n cong cta chg Séc-Trang cd
ban, hodc kho nudc dira ném vira miéng dé ham di ham
lai an duogc lau ngay, an cho da thém, hodc kho kho it
nudc dé tién chuyén ché biéu xén ho hang, khi goi Sai-
Gon hodc goi xa ra Hué chang han, néu kip chuyén bay,
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con nhu bay gio diu goi di Tay cling d& nhu choi. Toi
tha that sau nay c6 bé nao toi nhirt dinh khong 1én trén
dau vi xét minh khong xtmg dang, lai nita 1én lam gi dé
ngd mit nhau ma lan chudi hot, budn 1am, tha theo 6ng
theo ba xin duoc vé nam tai xtr ¢4 chay trong rdy mo
nha, ddu khong an vao miéng, nhung ndi cai nhé thém
va in bang tudng tuong ciing du sudng !

Chau xua, tai Soc-Trang, cach nam sau chuc nam vé
trude, duong x4 con 10i thoi nghéo nan, trai da do dat
ham d4 tring ché chua co trang nhwa, xe 6-td chua c6
c4i nao, cach chuyén chd cé chay tir Vam Tan ludi duoc
dem ra chg Soc-Trang ban, mdi co nhiéu tién, thi chi co
hai cach : mot 13 néu thuan con nudc thi dung thuyén
nhe hai nguoi chéo, chéo gap dem vé cho kip budi cho
sang, thir hai nita 14 chay ca bang xe to xe kiéng. Noi
dén xe kiéng xe tO cac ban thanh thiéu nién tan thoi nao
biét d6 1a gi va phai nhu bon gia ¢& tudi chung t6i moi
biét d6 1a tht xe phong luu thud Soc-Trang chua cé
dén dién va con dung dén dau lira va dén manchon thap
xang, khoang 1900 dén 1920.

Neéu cac ban muon biét nép song 16p xa xua ay, xin
phép cho to1 dai dong :

- Xe kiéng 1a mot thtr xe co thoi, c6 tir Tdy méi qua
cho dén luc khai thi chg Sai-Gon (1915 ?). Nay khong
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con sot chiée nao, luc trude tu vién Nha Tring cla cac
ba Phudc con mot chiée danh di cho nay ciing phé thai,
va tai sao vién khao cb khong nghi dén viéc bay mot
vién bao tang chap chira nhitng dung cu chd chuyén tir
cang vong long kiéu xe mui xe kiéng, xe song ma v.v.
ctia cac thé hé ndi tiép cho con em duoc biét ? Xe kiéng
do hai ngua kéo, banh niéng sit ning né, trong thung xe
ngdi duge bon ngudi ddi dién nhau, bén bé sau trude ta
hitu ¢6 ctra 10ng kinh dé che mua gio, vi viy nén goi xe
kiéng (kinh).

- Con xe t0, ¢6 tén lam vay vi trudc khi co 6-t6 cho
tho tir chay duong Pai-Ngai Soc-Trang, nhitng cong van
gidy tO tir Sai-Gon chd bang tau, goi tau Luc-Tinh, ghé
tai cau tau Vam Tén thi tir ddy sang qua xe ngua chuyén
van vé phan phat lai. Xe to (cho gidy to cong van nha
nudc) Phap goi “voiture malabare” vi tén lai xe dung ra
cam cuong ngua, toan 1a bon Cha dong malabare bay
nghé nay tai day trudc tién. May anh danh xe nay, Phap
goi “sais”, sang tiéng Viét thanh “xa-ich” dén nay ciing
khong dung nira. Vai chuc nam vé trudc, mdi sang toi
con thay mot chiéc xe kiéu “trai bi” (xem tu-dién Petit
Larousse c6 hinh), doc ma (mdt ngua kéo) cua cac di
phuéc nha tu Saint Paul & ngang So Thu, mdi ngay ngdi
xe d1 mua thirc an cho cac bénh nhan dudng-duong tir
Angier va cho cac c6 nhi dong Saint Paul, nhung tu
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nam dao chanh 1945, khong thay cac di dung xe nay
nita, c6 1& ngua gia ngua chét, hoac anh danh xe da di
chau chua, hodc nita vi vin minh d& lot thu cira nha
dong, va chiéc 6-t6 gian tién khong tén lua co di cudp
ngdi chiéc xe kiéng “trai bi” ¢6 16 kia roi !

Nhac lai con ca chay nuéc khuya tir Vam Tan chay ra
cho Soc-Trang bay ban nam sau gid sang, thi co may y
méy chi ban c4 tir chg Bi-Xau chg B6-Thao mua si lai
chay vé ban cho kip budi cho trong séc qué cho cac nha
gidu trong ay thudng thirc. Cac chi ngdi xe kiéng hodc
chay xe kéo “ngua nguor’ nhu’ng cac chi budi 4y, cach
nay trén bén nim muoi nim, déu nhu:ong budc khong
thi tai lai véi mot ngudi ban ca gbe nguoi Tridu-Chau
bén Tau qua va chuyén mon lya c budi chg sang roi tir
chg Soéc-Trang chay by ganh hai ganh gio tre nang ca
bdn ndm chuc ky, dem cé chay vé ban chg B6-Thao, ca
con tuoi roi, vi anh c6 tai “phi ma, tiu ma”, thir ngua
6m xe kiéng chay khong lai sitc anh va thud ay nguoi
cho B-Thao déu gianh nhau mua cé cta anh vi tuoi va
som hon khoi doi cho cac me kia con xia thude ngdi 18
doi méch trén xe kleng Vi ¢o tai chay hay hon ngua
nén anh ban ca lot mat xanh ctia mot tiéu tho con mot
ong ba ho viung d6 va nghiém nhién dugc ong ba hod
kén lam ré “sang dong ban ca” chia ruéng cho canh
tac, khong may mua trd nén cu phu roi dan cu 1am dai
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huong-ca lang Thuan-Hoa (B6-Thao) vinh vang Hué-
ha, xay cai mong anh ban c4 cudi con gai nha giau, dén
nay con nhac doi.

To1 con nhé khoang 1946, luc tan cu vao x6m oOng
va lac 4y 6ng da qui tién tir 14u, nhung dén noi dom lai
khuon vién su nghiép ong dé lai, qua 1a hiém hiru, nha
kién cb ba gian xay theo kiéu Triéu-Chau bén Tau, ngoi
phong t6 1an vdi che kin, trong nha xoi tré tir 46 lwong
thanh vong déu son son phét vang nguy nga, con ngoai
tuong thanh, gach hai muoi ¢ chay chi vién bién xinh
xan, ddc biét 1a cai cong ngd bang gd danh mdc cham
xoi k¥ ludng, néu ngdy nay nguoi thira ké ché xua,
khong tu bo giir gin thi that 1a dang tiéc cho my thuat
xt minh d it 6i thém khong c6 ngudi biét bao ton.

Mai ham néi chuyén stc can ci nhan nai cua anh
khach Tau nho chay ca gioi ma cudi duoc vo giau, toi
da vap chung cii 1a qua dai dong ma chua néi xong cau
chuyén. Nay t6i xin dua cac ban trd lai vi tri noi bat
duoc con ca chdy tai Vam Téan dé cung nhau theo dau
nguoi xua, thudng thirc phong canh va tim hiéu nhon
vat Soc-Trang budi c6 thoi 16i ndm sdu chuc nim vé
trudce.
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Trude nam 1920, tai S6c-Trang, con duong quan-10
s0 4 chay 1én Can-Tho chua c6, miét Phung-Hiép (Nga-
Bay) con hoang vu, trai lai con duong di Vam Tan thi d
qua quen qua nhau, con con duong xudng Bac-Liéu thi
tro troi dong khong mong quanh it himg thu, vi nhitng 18
ay nén con dudng tr Vam Tan vé cho Séc-Tring 14 ndo
nhiét nhit. Ngdy nay ta dimg mé séng cai, noi cau tau
cii Pai-Ngai dom qua bén kia song, huéng vé Tra-Vinh
thi ta thy troi nude bao la tim tam mu mu, ngdt ba ciy
s6 ngan nudc trang da, con mat thudng khong phan biét
c6 cay bén kia mé séng duoc. Trudc kia Vam Tan 13
bén nude thinh hanh cta ngudi Mién (Péam Senn) dung
lam ctra bién dua khach thiap phuong (An bo, Trung-
Hoa, Tay-phuong) theo ddy ma 1én Bién H6 Dé Thién
Pé Thich. Trudc kia ddy 1a mot cai don ctia ngudi Mién
co chua Phat chung quanh va dan cu dong dac, nhung
sau d6 gidc Xiém qua tan pha chi con sét lai nhiéu dau
phat va minh phat gay sut ching minh sy xung dot va
tranh gianh giira hai gibng dan Mién-Thai va nay din
ban xt thd 1lam 6ng Ta. Trong ving c6 chua Phat Bén
Mt duoc 1iét ké 1am cb tich Co-me va ltac nhé toi ting
thay dau ddy mot ong Phat da limg chimg gitta than cdy
x0ai that to, goi 6ng Ta Cdt, vi cdy xoai moc va 16n dan
d6i 6ng Phat 1én cao, khong biét ngay nay ¢6 con ching
hay da d6 ngd, nguoi ta 1ay di mat roi?




22 Vwong Hong Sén

Mot diéu nén bict 1a trude khi chon Can-Tho 1am
Tay-d6 thi phu mién Hau-Giang, thi Vam Tan 1a mot
dich thu loi hai cia Can-Tho. Ngay nay viéc van tai
hang hoa tir Sai-Gon xudng Hau-Giang déu dung duong
bd, nén Can-Tho dugc chon 1am Tay-do ciling phai, xe
cd dén day gan hon xudéng Vam Tén, thém Can-Tho ¢6
nha cira phd x4 co ngoi san. Nhung ngay nao doi y chon
duong nudc lam quan trong, c6 tau be thong thuong
ngoai quéc, thi Vam Tan 1a mot cira bién twong lai vi
gan bién, sau rong hon va dong ngay ving san xuat lua
gao miét Ba-Thic, Bac-Liéu. Sau nay néu can mo thém
thuong khau mién Hau-Giang thi twong lai cua Dai-
Ngii khong nho. An vé bén, cira ndo gan bién 1 hon va
thuong khau ndo sau rong van loi hon va dugc chudng,
vi tau bién trong tai 16n vao dugc dé dang. Can-Tho
xa bién hon Pai-Ngii, duy khong biét noi vam, dat
Dai-Ngai c6 du strc cing va du strc chiu dung lau dai
sau nay khi xay dung kinh-té ching. Nhung van dé ay
cling it lo vi nhur d biét, Pai-Ngii 1a dau giéng cat chay
thang vé chg Soc-Trang, tirc nhién nhu dat c6 chuan
dung vay. Néu mo mang duge cho Pai-Ngii sau nay thi
chg Soc-Tring, qué huong mén yéu cia toi cling phon
thinh theo.

Ba bon muoi nam vé trudc, chg Pai-Ngai sung lam.
Luc ay céach vai ngay la c6 tau chay luc tinh phat xuat
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tir Sai-Gon dén day cap bén d6 hang. Va mdi ngay ludn
c6 ghe chai ' chd lua, ghe ca va thuyén bé tap nap.

Puong 10 da tir Pai-Ngii chay vé Séc-Trang dai hai
muoi cdy sO ngan va thang bon nhu day thép kéo, thém
duoc tién loi 1a doc hai bén dudng cay co thu xoai, dau,
trom, tre giéng va dtra, tram, v.v... dua nhau moc, tan
cdy che mat quanh nim. Pay 1a con 16 xua dua ra Hué
tur do1 dang cuu. Ngay xua gitta d§ duong co tuc thay
ngua xe to, vi stc ngua chay muoi cay ) ngan la nhiéu,
phai d6i ngua khéac chay khic dudng con lai, va chd doi
ngua nay sau tré nén mot chg nho rat sung tac. Cai tén
ctia chg médi nghe la tai tudng tuc. Vi tén cii cua nguoi
Mién 13 Phsar Sang-Ke, tanh ctia ching ta lai tranh tiéng
tuc, nén da thi-vi-hoa “Sang-Ke” thanh “Tru’(‘mg-Ké”,
sau cling goi “Van-Co” nghe cang tho mong.

Van-Co hay Truong-Ké 1a bén nude chd mua ban lua
quan trong cta vung nay. Nguoi Trung-Hoa, da so 1a
nguoi Trieu-Chau, dén day tir lau, sinh co l1ap nghiép
nhiéu doi, cudi vo ban xi nguoi Mién nguoi Viét sanh
con dé chau rat déng, thanh mot lang Minh-Huong dong
dic. Xom nay lam ruéng nhung nghé chanh 13 mua ban
1 Vé danh tir ghe chai, pgu’(‘}i Mién goi tuck poc-chaiZ va minh
goi ghe ,chéi. Khong biét nguoi Tau gqi 1érp sao va dén nay toi
chua biét ai muon ai vé daph tur nay. V€ ché tao dong ghe thi c6
nhién 1a nguoi Tau dong roi.
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laa. Phan 16n gitt dugce né nép nho-phong xtimg danh 13
dan lang Van-Co, biét chit, cao co, tho hay, dan gidi.
Binh thuong & day thu tiéu khién gém co6 choi ga an
thua rat 1n, da ca thia thia Va quanh nim t& sic, cdo
hau (ctru hao), cic-té, xay vo, khong dut. Pang khen 1a
trong sy hon thua cung khach & chg Soc hay ¢ xtr xa
dén, ho tranh nhau cao thép, tu nudc co, tu con bai, tu
miii cua, tur con ca nay gidi chiu dung (goi con cé ding
nudc hay hodc con ca do bén, va bén [ring bén]), tai
day cling thi choi bai gion bac nhung khong cé gian
1an diém dang va ludn ludn gitt dugc vaoi khach la niém
hoa khi. Ngudi ¢6 cuu ¢ dy lai gitt duoc tap quan c,
khi 1am an kha thé nao ciing phai mot 1an vé Tau thim
lang cii va chuyén tré vé lam gi cling mot may nhitng
co vat di tich Trung-Hoa dem vé chg Truong-Ké dé luu
giir 1am ky niém qué cha dat t6. Khong hiéu vi nan binh
hoa lién mién trong xr ¢6 lam hai va hu hao nhiing
suu tdp pham tai chg Trudng-Ké nay ching, chd trude
nam dao chanh 1945/46, tai tinh Soc-Trang, khong dau
nhiéu d6 co bang cho Van-Co, tir cai 10 dat Swa-tow
(Son-Pau, Xua-Thdo) c¢6 cham cau dbi lam bang dat
nung rat khéo, cai hop dung tra kho bang chi trang,
kém (thiéc bach), hop vira kin giit tra 1au hu khong
moéc, thém c6 1ién doi hoa hoe rat xinh. Ciing tai day 16i
1946 t6i gdp mot bo tir binh gidy, co but tich cua Phing
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Tuat-Tai 1a mot danh si trao Man-Thanh, cht gia lic ay
khong ban nhung ngay nay c6 con chang ? Lac do tai
Vian-Co, nhan vat hitu danh 1a 6ng Chi Hoach, chuyén
mon d6 bac thanh gia va ong Ca Bung biét choi va c6
nhiéu c6 ngoan. Nhung cai dac biét cua chg Van-Co
la mon theo-Ieo va me-xitrng. Me-xting hay me-thirng
(me la me, thung, xtrng la duong) 1a mot thic an lam
béng mach nha kéo thiét nhuyén lam ra keo, tron véi
dau phong, ngoai 40 mot 16p me trang day. O Hué ¢
hiéu Hong-Thun, Nam-Thuén, Song-Hy lam mé-xiing
ngon va danh tiéng nhat. O Cho-Lén trude khi nhém
Binh-Xuyén Bay Vién ban pha diy phé mé song bén
Lé-Quang-Liém thi ¢6 mot hiéu khac 1a Bon-Lap-Chai
chuyén mén 1am banh in 16t timg 16p rat khéo, vira xop
vira thom ngon khong dau lam khéo bang. Nhung vé
théo-1¢o, tirc 1a hot dau phdng bao phia ngoai mot 16p
keo dudng rac bot trang (¢ tinh ndo nguoi Triéu-Chau
cling c6 bay ban) & Van-Co theéo-1co khong thua cac
noi khac, c6 thua chiang 1a khong biét 1am quang cdo,
chi ban trong tinh va di dé mai-mot mot nghé hay. Pau
phong trong trén giong cat tai chd, lya that k¥, bo hét
nhirng hat sugng, hu 1ép, sau an, dai rang that chin, ao
16p duong that day, 4o thém mdt 16p bot trang tinh, cho
nén théo-1éo Truong-Ké Vin-Co an rat vira miéng, vira
ngot vira bui. Thuc khach ngdy nay quen dung d6 hop
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va banh trai cia My Phap nén ché dé mon theo-1¢o ban
xtt. Théo-1&o ¢6 con ma cua nd, khong an thi thoi, bang
al do thtr an choi vai hot, bd vao miéng nhai la n6 bat
an quén thoi, hot nay roi toi hot kia, gidy lat thay sach
dia, com nudc cling bg, an say mau nga. Ma tai sao ong
ba 16p trude cia nguoi Mién Nam, doc dia 15 miéng, lai
gan cho theo-leo mot cai tén khong thom tho chut nao ?
Mot mon an thanh nha lam vay, khong goi keo theo-1¢o
nhu cdc noi khac, lai goi keo cut chudt, nguoi dep Sai-
Gon moi ban Béc—Trung, nua then nira ngai, cuoi che
nra mi¢ng “moi anh xoi c... chudt I’ (va sao khong goi
“keo trimg chim” nghe nha hon nhiéu).

Nhic lai chau xua, lic xe 6-td chua ra doi, thi con
duong Dai-Ngii, khiic ndi lién cho Soéc-Trang ra tdi
chg Vin-Co 1a dong nguoi lai vang va vui vé nhat.
Puong nay thud iy di duogc trai da xanh bang phang,
hai bén duong trong cay tram 14 xanh lo tho nhu liéu,
mdi con mua tanh huong hoa tram toa ra thom ngiy
ngat nhe nhang, chiéu chiéu ong Tay ba ddm nguoi nao
thé thao thi ty cam cuong xe doc ma thung bang may
dan, nguoi néo dai cac thi chi®m ché ngdi xe song-ma
c6 xa-ich cam cuong troc r01 nat duong. Ho chay t01
d6i ba cay sd ngan thi tro vé vi khong mudn ngya mat
sttc. Con dudng cang tap nap vi di ngang thanh-dudng
dia-hat ma sudt méy chuc nam dai do cha Keller coi séc
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cac con chién, sau thanh duong la dudng-duong tinh
Soc-Trang lic d6 thudc quyén chim nom diéu khién
ctia cac ba so, cAm dau 1a so Félicienne, chon tu nhung
kho tanh, khi ba vé chau chta, lam chic ngdn xin duge
an tang sat ranh nghia dia dé khoi 1am mo phan xinh
dep, t6i n6i ba kho tanh vi dudng dudng nay cé hai 16i
di, nhung ba cam di nga phia sau nha thd vi chd nay ba
nudi tré mo cdi va do ciing 14 truong nha trang, mot noi
cam dia cAm trai to dén gan.

Ciing trén con duong Van-Co, khi con mai dirng quan
noi truong tinh, chung t6i modi sang thtr nim va Chia
nhat, thuong kéo nhau tu hoi noi day, khi ban chim sé
chim dong-doc bang sung hoi, khi thi thoi ban sao sanh
sdo trau bang 6ng dong va dan dat sét phoi kho, khi
khac lai ban xoai séng bang giang thun va ban cua toi
lac do 1a Chau, Quan, Nhac ? va Hoa Michel, con chau
ong Phu Thom chir quan Ké-Sach 1a ngudi bat duoc hai
tudng cudp lirng danh thud do 1a May va Mua, dem lai
an ninh cho x6m lang trong quéan cua ong cai tri. Nghé
ban xo0ai bang giang thun rat thi, nén tré em ngay nay
van tiép tuc choi chua bo, duy trude kia chung toi nan
va phoi dan dat sét c6 cong phu hon va ngdy nay bat
chép lam bé noc ngdi, cac cau ban dan s6i, dan d4 luom
ngoai dudng, cac cau chi ké vui ma khong ké su tai hai

2 Nhac hién ¢ Gia-Dinh va ching t61 thinh thoang con gap.
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cho nhiing ai c6 nha lop ton lop ngoi.

Ké vé hang chu bac thud 4y, c6 my 6ng may thay :
ong huyén, 6ng phu, sap ra ngodi 1am chi quan, nhung
nay ngéi dd tai toa-bd lam chu mot dau s, mot dau
phong : s& dia-bo nhu nay goi so dién dia, s ba-té‘mg,
nay goi s& thué mén bai, ddu phong cong-nho lang,
coi vé thué vu thau xuat trong xa thon. Dudi hang phu
huyén, c6 miy 6ng tho-ky chanh ngach va tho ky dia-
hat. Ngoai ra bén tda an goi niét-ty (d6i v4i phan-ty
1a toa bd), thi c6 thay thong ngon nay goi thong dich
vién, cling nhu bén sé tao tac, goi tru:(‘mg-tién, bén kho
bac (ngan kh), bén gidy thép (buu-dién), miy 6ng may
thay noi cac s ndy, lac d6 déu phong luu va cudc sinh
song cao hon ctia cac chu dién chu phd nhiéu. Phong luu
thud ay 1a sam mdi ngudi mot chiée xe dap banh cao su
dic, dé chiéu chiéu tan 210 1lam viéc, ra s nam gio, dua
nhau 1én dudng Van-Co khoe nhau : ong nay c6 chiéc
xe hi¢u “La Frangaise-Diamant” (phu-ntt Phap dep nhu
kim-cuong), ong khac khong chiu thua, khoe “xe cua
t6i hiéu Saint-Etienne, ché tao tai hang Manufacture
d’armes et cycles de Saint-Etienne 1a hang chuyén duac
sting va lam xe dap danh tiéng nhut thuo iy bén Phap.
T6i com-mang (commande) gan trét nim méi mua
dugc”. Tham ndi 13 lac 4y chua biét lam 16p va sam roi,
va xe banh dic ning né thém duong xau, xe gian, tuy
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chay mau khong thua xe ngua nhung tirc dai dau mong
lam. Duy tai ham c6 xe méi la, dan qué chua co, nén
may 6ng may thay thud 4y phai ran chju. Tudng rang
minh sudng, ngd dau trong lac 4y Ba toi von 1a tho bac
tam thuong, lai sam duoc mét cai xe dap tdt hon va nhe
hon cta may 6ng nay nhiéu thém dugc ém hon vi banh
xe bong rudt. Khong phai hay gioi hon ai nhung nho
may thoi, xe dap ctia Ba t6i mua von ciia mot éng ddc
cong truong-tién vé Phap nén ban lai. (Xem Hon nira
doi hu chuong “Nho song than”). Xe nay hiéu Peugeot,
ché tao 1am xe dua, nén banh cao su bong, niéng banh
bang cay gia-ty ép kep voi niéng sat virng chic, vira nhe
vira xinh dep hon céc xe kia. Ba t6i tuong saim xe dé
dd chon. Ngo dau tai n6 dep va la, nén ai ai biét di xe
dap ciing mudn cdi thir mot phen dé thudng thirc. Ong
nao nhu éng nay déu muon cdi, thiét 1a phién. Mot bira
chiéu no, c6 mot ong vac no trén vai dem vé tra cho Ba
t6i ma rang : “Xe anh Ba di suéng thiét. Nhung nay no
xep 16p xi hoi, t61 bum khong kip !”

Hoi ra thur gi ddng va dang han, thi té ra keo va rudt
chua co6 ban tai chg Soc-Trang, Ba to1 mudn ¢ treo xe
1én gian nha sau dé tranh muon xe mich 10ng. Biét 1am
vay, tha mua xe banh dac nhu moi ngudi con hon.
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Khuc 16 Van-Co gan nha thd Séc-Triang cdé mot toa
nha lau bo phé va trong canh hoang vu c¢6 mot vé cd
tich tho mong la thuong. Lau ndy ctia ong phu Mién tén
1a Son Piép xay cat 16i nam 1900. Tai ddy ong co tiép
mot ong hoang-tir Co-me xudng Séc-Tring san voi, sau
ong hoang tr nay tré nén duc vua Sisowath, ong Son
Diép vinh thing bd trudong trén Nam-Vang va nha lau
giao lai cho con 1a thay ky Sisophane. Mot thoi gian
ong nay ciing theo cha 1én Nam-Vang luon. Lau trd nén
hoang phé. Nguoi ta don nha c6 ma, chung t6i to mo 1én
rinh ngay va dém, qua c6 ma that nhung do la nir-quai
dén day 1am nghé ban dang thuyén quyén cho nhiing
khach Ba Tau ving vo. Khoi nha tho 1a lang Nham-
Ling c6 ngdi chuia Cao-Mién d6 g, ké dén lang Chung-
Pon sam uit, toan nha cao cang ctia nguodi Mién xoay
mat vao vuon va it théy ct xoay mat ra 1o cai, vi thud
ay ho quen song 1¢ loi khong mudn gan véi dong bao ta.
Nhitng nha cao cang nay xen k& v4i thap chiia ndc nhon
va cach khoang xa c6 may béi tha-ma day nhoc md ma,
co thu m6 dat lup xup, m5i nam dén ky Thanh- minh
hoac cu01 thang chap ta gan Tét thuong thiy co gidy
xanh gidy ngu sac ghim vao ma dat bat nhd canh “th01
vang bo rac” trong truyén Kiéu. Lai c6 vai mo kién co
bang voi gach, co dui “ta thanh-long hitu bach-hd”, co
thanh-tri, gia-son, xdy cit theo thuat phong-thiy cta
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Cao-Bién, vi miy 6ng Bang-trudng cyu, chi may ngdi
ma xi-mang ndy, phan dong 1a nha giau Triéu-Chau,
khong dem xac vé Tau duoc, vin mong mudn truyén tir
lru ton kiép kiép, phu truyén tir ké doi doi trén manh
dat sinh séng dé& dang nay. Trén dudng nay qua khoi
nha thd mot doi 1a xom Tiéu (Triéu-Chau) chuyén nghé
lam ray trong bap mia rau cai, va cach d6 khong xa 13
nghia dia Triéu-Chau ma ho goi la “di xu” theo Tiéu

“nhi-ti” theo Quéng Nge‘ly nay khong 1am théng ké
cling khong dip diéu tra dé biét anh em ban hoc cii con
sot lai may ngudi va cd con nhé cai tha tudi mudi lam
mudi sau cho dip thang bay trén nghia dia Triéu-Chau
thiét trai dan cing cau vong cd hon dé co dip 1én trén 4y
nhin trém gai lai dep dang tudi ddy thi va an chao Tiéu
cung xem hat thi ? Lac 4y con nguoi con song nhiéu
bang tin tudng so ma so qui, khong qué vat chat nhu
nay, va trudc ndam Cach mang Tan-hgi (1911), & Soc-
Tring co tuc 1& cing cd hon thang bay rat 16n. Bang
Quang-Pong, bang Phudc-Kién, bang Triéu-Chau déu
tranh nhau tht gian, nhung nghia-dia Triéu-Chau do
bang Luu-Liéu (ngoai goi Bang Ty) diéu khién 1a lam
1& cau hon long trong nhtt. Cr ba nam dao 1€ mat lan,
ho chung cd bat tién tir cho va rudce 1& ¢6 nhac bac-cau
rap rinh dua dén tin nghia-dja Tiéu lam chay ba bira
moi dat.
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Vé cach 1am chay t6i con nhd, 1o béo va keo kiét
nhat 13 bang Phudc-Kién. Bang ndy gdm chin muoi
nguoi chi chanh laa, déu khong mudn chét va chon ¢
day, thém may chuc anh ban & muén nén dém lai khong
bao nhiéu nguoi. Bai dan sb it nén ho chét ciing it va
nghia-dia ciia ho & duong Bai-Xau, khu dai phat thanh,
van xap xé khiém tdn nhut. Ho it cung co hon hodc
cting chiéu 18 1ay c6. Nhung c6 mot ndm no, khong nhé
ky 6ng bang nao, bong cao himg to chitc mot 1& cung
ram thang bay kha 16n. Ngit ndi tho 1am d6 ma Phudc-
Kién & Soc-Trang khong c6 nén phai nhd tho ma cia
Tiéu bong gium mot 6ng Tiéu (Tiéu-dién ma-vuong)
va ong Tiéu cua bang Phudc-Kién nim ay 6m nhom,
co dai thon va cai bung that to. Sau budi 1& c6 ngudi
toc mach hoi vi sao ong Tiéu Phudc-Kién qua tong-
teo, thi 1ao thg ma tra 101 tinh kho : “Cai thu dan giau,
chuyén hut 4-phién, ha tién khong cing c6 hon thudng,
ma khéo doi ong Tiéu mép. Tiéu map an hét co hon va
ma Phuéc-Kién thi con gi ma clng ?”

Noi qua nhi-ty Quang-Dong duong di Bai-Xau cling
vay. May nam cung ram thang bay, cling mdt 1o tho
ma Tiéu bong 3 hinh Tiéu gidy, 130 twong trung ong Tiéu
dan Quang nho tho det nguoi ma cé cai bung 16n khong
thua cai tréng chau, hoi duyén cd, 1do tra 101 : “Quang-

3 Bong : phat gidy 1am ra hinh kia hinh no.
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Pong an md nhiéu nén dra nao dra nay bung 16n chang
bang. Ong Ti€u cuia bon no6 cling 16n bung maoi dung
2 9

‘ngh¢-thuat’.” Qua lao thg ma Ti€u nay la mgt nghé-si
da tai, va chinh & Cho-Ldn cling khong thg nao bang.

Tro lai noi vé tuc tha gian, giut gian va x6 gian, dudi
S6c-Trang nodi xia-gian, nam Bang Tu lam truong bang
Tiéu, that 1a long trong, roi tuan theo chi thi ngﬁm cua
Trung-Hoa, ho dep tuc nay va sau nam 1919, t61 khong
thdy tro lai cing thi gian nita. Trudc ngay ram thang
bay nam ay, sang mudi ba ho to chirc chung ¢ c6 bong
hinh bat tién, hinh ba Quan-Am va dung c§ dao khép
phé cho, c6 ba gian nhac Tiéu, du dai co phén la ken
song-hy giup vui, cac hinh tién Phat déu 1a tré nit bay
tam tudi dn mac theo hat boi va ¢t chit vao cd tron mot
budi bat chap ning mua, va té moi. Co di dén nghia-dia
thi bay ra hai rap hat Tiéu, ganh Thung-Pen (O-1ang) va
ganh Thung-Xanh (Xe-lang) hat 16 thién kinh * tai voi
nhau goi 1a hat siéu-tao.

Hai bén rap hat, chd nao tréng thi dung choi dung
quan ban chao, ban thirc dn ngot, che thung, ca na,
canh chu, kiém-xung-ty, xi muoi khong thiéu mon nao.
Trong nha tir-dudng dit bai vi cia ca ngan nguoi chét,
son son phét vang ruc 1, trude ban 16n ho chung dia

4 Kinh 14 thi dua.
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qua tir (trai cay va banh bao mdi thtr mot dia) va treo
hoa két xanh do rat xom, tur ngoéi chanh mon gitra hai
rap hat 10 thién, du:cn rap vai b thi bong mot éng Tleu
that 16n, minh cao gan ba thudc, ludi I¢ t&i ran, tay cam
co phép, ngd ngay vo chanh dién, trén dau ong Tiéu
c6 dat hinh Phat Quan-Am dé ché ngu ong Tiéu va dé
bop co 6ng Ticu. Ong Tiéu co phan sy 14 dn bét qui dit
ma ciing phai chira lai mot mé dé tri bon qui sdng him
hai dan lanh. P4 néi 6ng Tiéu Triéu-Chau c6 cai bung
vira phai, 6m va cao giénh giang, bo tich hung ton hon
Tiéu Quang-Dong va Phudce-Kién. Toi hoi duyén cd,
130 tho ma cuoi hé hé ma rang : “Pdi nay ma qui 10ng
qua phai c¢6 6ng Tiéu Ticu dé tri. Chung t6i binh sanh 13
chec ray, luon ludn thao vat nén phai that dm that gan
gudc moi cude dat 1am lung sudt ngay khong dau 6m
moi lung hanh nang. Chung t6i ¢6 tanh tu nhién né s¢
va cung chiéu dan ba, nén khi t6i bong hinh ong Tiéu
ctia dan Tiéu, tdi ché ra b tich hung dir lam vay dé che
day cai yéu 6t bén trong !” Qua 1a tm 1y, va nghé thuat
cao siéu. Ngay nay ldo bong hinh gidy da khong con,
t61 mudn hoc khoa triét 1y thi da tré. Mdi hinh Tiéu-dién
ma-vuong, ngudi Tau budi Ay déu cd treo bén trong mot
tién diéu Pong-Tri hodc Quang-Tu noi gan trai tim, dé
thém linh thinh va khi ha gian chay hoa tang hinh Tiéu
thi ho ban dong tién diéu kia rat dat tién. Tién 4y co
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nguoi gianh mua vé cho tré con deo cho ning bong via
it binh hoan, hodc c6 ngudi gan nhu téi mua vé dong
khuén treo 1am suu-tap-pham co tién, nhung dé gi gip
thir thiét treo trong bung 6ng Tiéu, phan nhiéu déu la
tién gia mai duc diy ma ho tién doi xua dé ban gia cat
hong.

Chinh nho di du 18 ciing ¢6 hon thang bay trén nhi-ti
Triéu-Chau nim d6 ma tdi hoc dugc cach dn chéo Tiéu,
néu it tién thi an chao tréng véi hot vit mudi, béng kha
tién thi an chao véi thit vit lugc dé cach dém cho thit
thém réo ré, hodc an voi thit dau heo pha lau, con du
gia thi an chao bao ngu gia vi thém kho ca huong va cai
tan-o tuoi.

Nhung néi gi thi néi, mén chao nhac doi phai la chao
c4 chay & Can-Tho. Cach nay trén ba muoi nim toi lam
viéc tai toa-bo tinh nay va dugc moi qua ding mdt bira
chao cd chay noi xom Van Chai bén kia song ngang
cho. Pa biét hé c4 chay thi xwong nhicu thém cal nan
xuong ca chay c6 nhanh doi, y nhu cdy giam nan hai
clia dan cay dung x6c ma. Lio an va hép top, xuong
cé x6c vao co thi ¢ mon tron mat budng diia kéu troi.
Nhung ¢ xdm Van Chai nam éy ho moi to1 dai mot bira
g0i ¢4 chdy va chao ca chay thinh soan, cho dén nay toi
chua an dugc 1an tht hai ngon nhu vay. Ban dau ho moi
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khai Vi Martel udng véi nudc Perrier, théy ho don rau
song va mam ném, toi ho nghi va ndi thAm trong bung
ca chay xuwong khong, 1am sao an goi chim mam ném
cho dugc ? Ngo dau khi nhap ti€c t61 han hanh dugc co
cht nha tiép diia day cach an ca. Ca chay vira chai duoc
ludc chin nong hoi don ra nguyén con, mdi vi khach 1a
c6 mot con ca don trong dia ban 16n hinh bau duc (trong
Nam goi hinh hot xoai). C6 chu nha dung diia g& vay
cho sach, roi gium hai chiéc diia trén cb con c4, nhan
manh cho diia lut xuéng thit roi kéo manh ddi diia vé
hudng duoi ca. Ttc thi thit ca 1€ ra lam hai, xuong theo
xuong va thit theo thit, bay ra hai duong thit nudc lung
(fillet) trang ndn, khong mot chut xwong dinh theo.
Khach Iira thit nudc ay cip voi banh trang rau song tha
hé thudng thirc moén an dic biét nay ma ho goi 1a goi
ca chay. An so ba miéng thi nha duéi da 1én triét dia
ca xudng, don ca khac 1én, tha hd danh chén. An huy
cua, chi an thit ca phi-1€ 1am vay thi xa xi qua, thdo nao
6 chu nha chang khoe ¢6 cach an ca chay khong mac
xuong. To6i dang raa tham va tiéc cua, té ra trong khi
khach nham nhi moén goéi ca thi nha dudi da dem ca an
mura lic ban ndy xudng rac xuong tia that k§ roi mai
tha thit ca lua éy vao ndi chdo.

C6 ngudi day t6i rang ldy soi chi tring gidng hai tay
ro1 kéo trén thit cd chay lun vun khi nay thi bao nhiéu
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xuong xoc¢ déu dinh theo chi va ta s& ¢o thit hét xuong
tha vao noi chdo, nghe vdy ma toi chua thir nghiém bao
gio. Cling c6 ngudi don mudn ndi ca chay thém ngon,
phai dé mot cuc gach méi trong ndi khi kho ca chay,
nhung t6i khong dam bao : va chi so ndi ca kho c6 mui
gach mai !

Noi chéo chin, lai don ra va to chao nay maéi ngot lam
sao ! Nhung néu nha it tién thi lam sao dai khach mot
cach xa xi thé Ay ? Bita d6 mdi vi khach dugc dii hai
con c4, an thit phi-1& cip rau séng lam goi, va an ca rac
xuong nau chao.

Mua cé chay néu ham ré tién gap thu ca cho trua,
dem vé an, thi khong c6 moén ca nao dé té bang. Cai mui
tanh cua con ca chdy won, khi an mot lan thi ton dén
gid. Mua ndo gip no thi tron mua ay an ca chay khong
con thu vi nira.

Con ndi vé trimg ca chay, theo ¥ toi, trimg ca mubi
dong hdp, mén an dac bit cua nguot Nga, goi caviar,
tuy ngon va rat dat tién, nhung khong sanh bang trimg
c4 chay va khong khoai khau dan Viét dau. Mot khira
ca chay co tring, kho mdt Itra, an va véi bun, 6t xoai
chua voi mot mé gia dau xanh 16t dudi to thi d6i voi
hop caviar toi khong doi. Noi dén trimg ca chay toi bat
thém. T6i nay khong so n nhiéu pha bung va an nhiéu
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ngdi dau trinh dd ! An cho vira phai thi c¢6 1am sao. Toi
duy tiéc thoi budi sung dan chua dat, khong cho phép
anh tho ciu ra séng cai ban dém va gidc khuya dé luéi
c4. Mdi do sa mu heo may gi6 tét, téi budn budn da
méy chuc nam xa xu. Ctr nh¢ cé chay roi mua hot vit
dam nuéc mam lua com nhu vay hoai thi cudc séng that
1a v6 vi. Nghe dau con ca chay ciing ngd. Con chién
chinh mai, c4 chay miét Pai-Ngai Tra-On bién dau mét.
Nhitng nguoi & dé noi voi toi e nay khong luoi duoc
con nao. NoO cho thai binh méi ra mat. Tuy vay toi rang
song, dé chd mot ngay kia hoa binh trd lai, thanh nién ta
b6t ham hoc 1am thay c thay kién va s& hoc nghé nudi
ca chay dé hop va vo hop trimg ca chay ban ra 1am mén
“qubc hon”.

(Chon Loc sb 41 ngay 11-9- 1966)
Viét bat quang 1am cam,

muon chuyén ca chay dé 1am bai tua.
Gia-binh, Van-Buong phu,

ngay 23 thang 10 d.1. nam 1974
(duyét 2-6-78)
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Chung Quanh Nhirng Dia Danh Cua Cua Luc-
Tinh Nam-Ky

(Lui lai thoi gian khai sang Mién Nam)

Chuyén nhom Thién-Dia-hi phuc han Minh,
danh Man-Thanh dwéi co Tay-Son

rong bai vin-té cua dirc Gia-Long té 6ng Ba-Da-

Loc, co cau : “... Nghi lac lung gay budc ngat,
dinh Nam-Vang, bau Tan-li, phiéu luu cho khoi bao
tan; Tuong khi mit G gan phién, troi c6 quoc, bén Hau-
Giang, tim hoi chang tir hiém yéu Cuc dén ndi cha con
khon gilt, go1 gia nhi trao quoc bao, troi Tay- Duong
muon hoc a1 hoai; may vira dau nha nudc maoi ve, dua
au, tr cau luong bang, dat Pong-Phé mot doan vinh
hiéu...”

Va trong mdt van-té khac, tuong truyén do tudng-
quan Nguyén-vin-Thanh té chién-si trin vong ngoai
Bic-Ha, cling hai chir Pong-Phé dugc nhic lai : “Troi
DPong-Phé van ra soc canh, trai bao phen gian hiém méi
cO ngay nay...”

Truy ra, von khong phai chit “Dong” ma that do 1a chir
“Gian”, vi hai chit nay rat giong nhau trong Han-ty, duy
chitr “Dong” c6 mot nét ngang & gilia, con chit “Gian”
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viét y chir “Pong” duy thé hai cham vao nét ngang nén
trong rat dé lam. Va “Gian-phd-trai” 1a danh tir xua do
nguoi Trung-Hoa ding dé goi dat Cao-Mién co ma ho
doc “Kam-put-jai” (phién am ra Viét 1a Gian-pho-trai),
sau nay tré nén “Kampuchia”, rdi “Cambodge” vay.

Ngay nay trén Nam-Vang con mot to bao tén goi “La
ca dot Cam-bu-chia” tirc 1a phién am ba chit Phap “la
gazette cambodgienne” (t0 bao Cao-Mién) chd khong
chi méi la. Biét thi biét vay, nhung khong 18 nay cai
chinh, lai thém ndi gido cho giic von sén tanh tim duyén
cé tranh gianh dat dai.

Ciing nhu néu nay chiu kho 13y sach sir ra doc lai thi
trong b0 Viét-Nam st lugc Tran-Trong-Kim, ban Tan-
Viet, 1949, not truong 329-330, con ghi ranh ranh :

“Nguyén nudc Chan-Lap ¢ vao quang dudi song Mé-
kong, c¢6 1am séng nhiéu ngdi, rudng dat thi nhiéu ma
nudc Nam ta thuong hay mat mua, dan tinh phai doi
kho ludn, va lai vao lac chia Nguyén chua Trinh danh
nhau, cho nén nhiéu nguoi bo vao khan dat, 1am ruong
& No-xoai (Ba-Ria) va & Pong-Nai (nay thudc Bién-
Hoa).

Nam mau-tuat (1658) vua nude Chan-Lap mat roi,
cha chéau tranh nhau, sang cau ctru bén chiia Nguyén.
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Chuia Nguyén bay gio 1a chua Hién sai quan dem 3000
quan sang danh & Modi-xuy (nay thudc huyén Phic-
chanh, tinh Bién-Hoa) bat duoc vua nudc ay 1a Nic-
Ong-Chan dem vé giam & Quang-Binh mot do rdi tha
cho vé nuéde, bit phai triéu cong va phai bénh vire nguoi
An-Nam sang 1am in & bén ay.

Nam giap-dan (1674), nudc Chan-Lap c6 ngudi Nic-
Ong-Pai di cau vién nude Xiém-la dé danh Nic-Ong-
Non.

Nic-Ong-Noén bo chay sang cau ctu & dinh Thai-
Khang (nay 1a Khanh-Hoa). Chia Hién bén sai Cai-
co dao Nha-trang 13 Nguyén-Duong-Lam cung véi
Nguyén-Binh-Phai 1am tham muu dem binh chia ra lam
hai dao sang danh Néc-@ng-f)éi, pha duoc don Sai-Cén
roi tién quan 1én vay thanh Nam-Vang. Nic-Ong-Pai
phai bo thanh chay vao chét trong rimg. Nic-Ong-Thu
ra hang. Nac-Ong-Thu 1a chanh dong con trudng cho
nén lai 1ap 1am chanh qudc-vuong déng & Long-Uk,
dé Néc-@ng-NC)n lam dé-nhi quéc-vucrng, dong ¢ Sai-
Con, bat hang nam phai triéu cong.

Nam ky-vi (1679) c¢6 quan nha Minh 13 tong-binh
tran tha dat Long-Moén (Quang-Tay) Duong-Ngan-
Dich, pho-tuéng Hoang-Tién, tong binh chau Cao, chau
Lo6i va chau Liém (thudc Quang-Tay) la Tran-Thuong-
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Xuyén, pho-tuéng Tran-An-Binh, khong chiu 1am toi
nha Thanh, dem 3000 quin cung 50 chiéc thuyén sang
xin ¢ 1am dan An-Nam. Chua Hién nhan mubn khai
khan dat Chan-Lap, bén cho vao ¢ dat Pong-Phé (tirc
1a dat Gia-Dinh). Bon DPich chia nhau ¢ dat Loc-Da (tirc
la dat Pong Nai thudc Bién-Hoa), & My-Tho (thudc
Dinh-Tuong), & Ban-Lan (nay 1a Bén-Gd (thudc Bién-
Hoa) roi cay rudng 1am nha 1ap ra phudng phd co ngudi
phuong Tay, ngudi Nhat-Ban, ngudi Cha-va dén budn
ban dong lam.

Nam mau-thin (1688), nhirng nguoi khach & My-Tho
lam loan, Hoang-Tién giét Duong-Ngan-Dich, roi dem
quan déng don & Nan-khé, lam tau dtc sung dé chong
nhau véi ngudi Chan-Lap. Vua Chan-Lap 1a Nic-Ong-
Thu ciing dao hao dap liy dé 1am ké c¢6 tha va bo khong
chiu than phuc chua Nguyén nira.

Bay gio chiia Nguyén 1a Nguyén-Phuc-Trin sai quan
dem quan sang danh dep, dung muu giét duoc Hoang-
Tién va bat vua Chan-Lap phai theo 1€ tri€éu cong.

Nam mau-dan (1698), chtia Nguyén 1a Nguyén-Phic-
Chu sai ong Nguyén-Hiru-Canh 1am kinh-lugc dat
Chan-Lap, chia dat Pong-Pho ra lam dinh 1am huyén,
lay xtr Dong-Nai lam huyén Phuc-Long va x{r Sai-Con
lam huyén Tan-Binh. it Tran-Bién-dinh (tirc 1a Bién-
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Hoa) va Phién-Tran dinh (trc 1a Gia-Dinh) sai quan vao
cai tri. Lai chi€u m§ nhiing ké luu dan tor Quang-binh
tré vao dé 1ap ra thon xa va khai khan ruong dat. Con
nhitng ngudi Tau ¢ dat Tran-Bién (Bién-Hoa) thi lap
lam xa Thanh-Ha, nhiing ngudi ¢ dat Phién-Tran (Gia-
Dinh) thi 1ap 1am xa Minh-Huong. Nhitng nguoi dy déu
thudc vé s6 hd nuée ta.

Bay gio lai ¢6 nguoi khach Quang-Pong tén 1a Mac-
Cuu, trong khi nha Thanh cudp ngdi nha Minh bén
Tau, bo sang & Chan-Lap, thiy ¢ phu Sai-Mat c¢6 nhiéu
nguol cac nudc dén budn ban, bén mo song danh bac,
roi lay tién chiéu mo nhitng luu dan 1ap ra bay x4, goi
la Ha-Tién.

Nam mau-ti (1708), Mac-Ctru xin thudc vé chua
Nguyén, chua phong cho lam chirc tong binh, giir dat
Ha-Tién.

Pén khi Mac-Ctru mat, chua Nguyén lai phong cho
con Mac-Curu 1a Mac Thién-T 1am chic dd-ddc, tran
& Ha-Tién. Mac Thién-TG& dap thanh xay liy, mé cho
lam dudng va rude thiy vé day hoc dé khai hoa dat Ha-
Tién.»

Ay 12 nhitng trang sir hién hach, vé viéc khai khan dat
Mién Nam nay, ching t6 then chdt cugoc Nam-tién co
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thé gobm cac co-hoi dac biét 1a :

a) bén Trung-qudc, nha Minh d3 d6, di-than nha Minh
vbn ¢o tuc dé toc dai, va san khong phuc nha Thanh, nén
kéo quan linh qua nudc Viét xin 1am toi chua Nguyeén vi
dan ta van dé toc dai (truong phat) nhu ho;

b) nudc Chan-Lap co su chia ré, gitta anh em vua
tranh gianh ng61 bau, sanh ra canh ndi da xao thit;

c) nguoi Viét ta trudc sai binh tuéng Minh xudng
khai pha dat Thuy-Chan-Lap r6i vi binh tuéng Minh
khong thuan nhau va sat hai lan nhau, khi d6 binh si
ctia chua Nguyén kéo xudng dep an giic loan Tau va
lay duoc dat nay trén tay ngudi Minh, tic 1a sau mot
chién cong han hoi ché nao phai cudp dat cia lan bang
Tén—quéc.

Nhung c6 nhiing chi-tiét nhé trong s khong néu ra
nhung can phai biét m&i mau hi€éu va mau nhé doan st
dac biét nay. bo 1a :

a) tuy cudc Nam-tién da bat ngudn tir lau, nhung
d4t Mién Nam chi bat dau dugc dé y tr nam mau-tut
(1658), khi xay ra cudc tranh ngdi va cudc bat hoa giira
anh em vua Cao-Mién, va nhu vay chi vira duoc ba
tram nam;
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b) dat Ha-Tién co tir ndm mau-ti (1708) tic vira 16
hai trim nim chuc nam. Va ngudi c¢6 cong dau vao Nam
dong thoi voi Mac-Caru va Mac-Thién-Tu 13 Nguyén-
Hitu-Kinh, dem binh vao Nam nim mau-dan (1698)
cling 16i hai trim bay chuc nim day thoi. Vi kiéng huy
tén 6ng ma ludn ludén chung toi dan Mién Nam goi
nguoi 1a ong Chudng (chudng-dinh, chudng-tran), va
goi trai Nguyén-Hiru-Kiéng chd it ai dam goi Nguyén-
Hitu-Canh, ché ding néi chi tén that 1a Nguyén-Hitu-
Kinh;

¢) dén nhu dat Sai-Gon dugc d6i 1am huyén Tan-
Binh thi cling tir nAm mau-dan (1698) trc 161 hai tram
bay chuc ndm ma thai.

Mot chi tiét khac tuy nho nhit nhung rat hé trong 1a
ong Mac-Cuu bay ra song danh bac dé lay tién chiéu
mo dan tur chiéng lap ra chg phé Ha-Tién.

Vé doan nay trong mén canh chung toi con nhac mot
giai thoai dé ty bao chira céi tat ghién a-phién va tat va
thich do bac. Trir ra ong than t6i nguoi triét dé khong
dam r& a phu-dung va chi thinh thoang danh choi vai
chén thinh-cdu, va nhu vay chua phai 1a nguoi si-mé tir
d6 tudng, ngoai ra trong dong ho déu dugce kha nhiéu
nguol tung gop mat trong Thién-Dia-hgi, trong lang
kéo du ban véi phu-dung va trong gidi d6 bac. Vi co
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chut trong hoi kin Thién-Dia-hoi ma ton chi 1a 1at dd
nha Thanh xay dung nha Minh, nén ni to t6i khi mat
vao nim At-ti (1895), mot ban dong chi 12 6ng Huong
Khoa timg khoc bang hai cau diéu :

«Luc bat xudn thu nhan vi thién dia khdch,
Nhut trieu huynh dé phan tan co kim nhony.

Cau lién nay n6i dugce ngudi man phan cé chan trong
Thién-Dia-hoi va tudi tuy 48 nhung & day dung hai chir
«luc bat» mai nghe nhu tudi cao 68 co thira. Thém nita,
ong noi1 to1 boi cam dau, duoc phong lam «tua hiay»
trong hoi, tirc Pai Ca, cho nén cau «huynh dé» co phﬁn
tham thay.

Trong ho lai c6 1am ngudi nghéo vi ham danh me
danh bai va lam nguo1 gi6 thoi gan bay vi rat thao nghé
di may vé gié voi phu-dung tién-nir.

Chinh ngay nay toi con tiéc khong gilr dugc ban dén
chup pha-ly va nhut 1a cay xe-diéu bang trac Ha-Chau,
di-tich ctia 6ng ndi toi dé lai. Nghi cho cung : khi nao
bt duoc tai trin minh 1én dén ¢6 lra, ndm vt chan chit
ngil, phi pha c6 khoi, khi 4y linh doan hay kiém-tuc co
bat c6 phat ciing ung tinh, chd theo toi tuong mot nha
choi dd ¢6 nhu t6i, ddu nay c6 bay binh bd tran giita
dai-thinh-duong ma khong dot dén, thi may ai dam néi,
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ong Do 6ng Toa déu biét toi 1a co-1ét-xi-o-no kia ma !
To6i nghiép, vdy ma nim 6ng ndi t6i mat, ba toi danh
om trum va ky thac cho ngudi dudng t61 ¢ Nhu-Gia gin
giit, nao ong trac Ha-Chau 1én nudc den huyén, nao cai
tau Luong-Hiru-Huong luu truyén tir nhiéu tay, khién
cho ngay nay dau t6i mudn co vai di-vat ching minh
ti nhu trong budi dién-thuyét nhic lai doan sir vé vang
budi Nam-tién xua kia thi cling dd qua mudn. Ci theo
101 t6 tién truyén lai trong nha, tir budi 1a Trung-Hoa
di cu vao Nam, ngudi di-thdn nha Minh, ghét nan dau
that dudi bim theo tuc Man-Thanh (ciing goi dudi bin,
dudi sam, dudi chec, hay that bi-bi) nén déu xin than
phuc chia Nguyén vi dan xtr Viét van dé toc dai va giir
dao Khong-Manh y nhu ho. Phan dong nhirng ngudi
Tau di cu budi ndy déu thudc dan tir chiéng mot phan
vi ghién 4-phién ning, mot phan vi c6 mau mé cd bac
nay mudn d6i khong khi d6i chd ¢ dé mic strc hut danh
bai hdt me cho sudng tay. Khoi ndi van dé chanh 1a
khong than phuc quan Mén-Thanh dé duéi bin. Trong
dam di cu, mgt doan 1én Nam-Vang an than 1ap nghiép,
mét doan & 1an quén vung Sai-Gon Chg-Lén, mot doan
khac lang man hon, chon qua Xiém-La, va c6 doan nira
dong d6 & Can-Vot (Kampot) muon canh bai quén van
nudc va muon thude phién chéng ngan son lam chudng
khi nudc doc rirng thiéng.
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Ba t6i thi nhiit dinh khong tin a-phién va d6 bac ¢o
nang luc hay ho, gitip nguoi ly huong that tho gay du:ng
co-do, nhu’ng rleng to1 thi van tin ba bo mot gia rang
trong bdn ctra tr d6 tu:cmg, cura nao cling an tang mot cai
hay duy minh chua dé ¥ dén : khong nho sic cta Tay-
Thi 1am sao ria duoc cai nhuc vua Viét ném phan vua
Ngb ? Chinh quan tién-quan Nguyén-van-Thanh doi
trude, tuy dudi-truong nirc mui chung dinh cho cling
con suc nhé “khi chén ruou dau ghénh”. Bén phién 6ng
Mac-Cuu khong nho me va bai, lam sao an dugc vo $6
vuon tiéu, vuon diu khau va ciing vi gidu qué so giic
bién giic Xiém cudp boc mdi cd vu di cau di mua chire
tong-binh va xin sy chd che cua chia Nguyén Nam-
triéu. Va guong hién hién 1a cac tho-quan lanh chia
nudc Tau nhu Truong-Tac-Lam, Truong-Phac-Khué va
gan hon nita nhu nhiéu vi dai tudng con sanh tién, 6ng
Tudng 1a mot, van van tri quyét sach va do muu thiét
ké chung quanh ban dén thudc phién lai may cé sao ?
Céc tay giang hd ma thugng doi d6 1ap dugc nhiéu ky
cong bat hu, tir cha con Mac linh-cong gdy dung bo cdi
dat Ha-Tién cho dén nhirng tay hao han duc da pha rimg
dudi voi cop 1ay chd lam rudng, khai hoang miét Hau-
Giang Ba-Thic, déu nho strc phi-dung gitp su déo dai
kho¢ manh va nho chén ba hét me ma giai mudn tiéu
sau, doi d6 thubc men khong du stre va chi co hai thi
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d6 1a du chéng cu véi gidc rét ring gidc kiét ly, giic
binh hoan sanh ra béi son lam chudéng khi va mot tha
gidc giét ngudi khong can guom dao 1a gidic u sdu phién
muon vi that tho ly huong.

Toém lai trong dam lap co do su nghiép to 16n dé lai
cho con chau ngay nay, dung quén cong dan lang bép
va dam hu than vi mé say tir d6 tuong.

Con mot giai thoai, khong dam nhan do 1a mot ky
cong, noi ra ddy c6 ngudi s& hiéu lam 1a 1am nhut nhué
khi ctia binh doi Tay-Son bach chién bach thang, va 6ng
ba chiing toi chi nhac kin budi tra du tiru hdu ma ciing
khong dam hé méi ra ngoai budi trude, vi so tai vach
mach rimg, 12 c¢6 rat nhiéu tay vo nghé thudc Thién-
Dia-hoi nhap tra tron theo binh Tay-Son va néu trong
chién cong vi dai ciia vua Quang-Trung, chi ndi may
ngay ma kéo dao binh than toc ra Thing-Long danh tan
dao binh Man-Thanh khong con manh giap, danh rang
d6 1a chién cong bat hii cua dao binh than nha Tay-Son,
nhung mot phan nao ciing nhd mdt dao binh thir nim
(cinquieme colonne) am trg bén trong cho vua Quang-
Trung, ?iy la dam Thién-Dia-hdi di-than nha Minh, theo
hoi binh Tay-Son danh quan Thanh dé phuc han (st
con nhac nhitng Ly-Tai, Tap-Dinh va nhitng “nguoi
moi to 16n, ai ndy cdi tran ra, d6i khan do cam phang
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deo khién, danh that 13 hung manh” °, 4y d6 1a nhom
Thién-Dia-hoi tra hinh. Vi theo 151 t0 tién toi néi lai
dé du nghe trong nha 1a néu cay siing tre nha-phién ca
thang con ma binh tat ¢at Mién thi chi c6 “gido Tau mai
dam chec” trang phong phéc va chi c6 ngudi Tau voi
nhau moi dé biét chd nhuge ctia nhau, ma danh nhimng
don doc thu va so di mién dugc tra chit thu truyén kiép,
thi toi gi khong «ta 16» ! ¢

(bai nay trudc co ding Chon Loc s6 11 ngay 6-2-
1966)

5 V.N.S.L. Tran-Trong-Kim, tr.347.
6 Ta 16, tieng Quang-Pong, cd nghia 1a “Panh nd” !
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Piat Nam-Ky Khoing Nim Chuc Gan Trim
Nam Vé Truéc

D?m. - Ké chuyén 6ng ba mii e budn. Toi tam gac
chuyén cua Ba t61 va chuyén cua t61 qua chuong
sau, va xin thuat lai nhitng diéu hiéu biét vé vai nhan
vat va phong tuc cii. Tuy cach trinh bay nhu vay khong
dugc “nhit khai quan ha” 7, suéng thang mot 1éo, nhung
lai dugc bdt chan.

Ngudi Trung-Hoa ¢ Mién Nam

Ngudi Tau séng chung véi dan ta tir nhiéu thé ky,
nhung cac ban co6 biét ngudi Triéu-Chau song ra sao ?
Nguoi Quang-Dong song thé nao ? Va nguoi Phudce-
Kién lam an cach nao ?

Mudn biét hay chiu khé theo toi tim hiéu.

Tir ngan xua phuong phap van khong doi. Co doi 1a
doi danh ttr, thay vi goi Tau, Chéc, Khach, thi goi thanh

bai hon 1a “nguoi Viét gbc Hoa”. Ché lam sao d6i duoc
long nguoi ?

7 Trong Nam, “khi” doc khai, va “dai” doc doi. (Nguoi dy khi
khai 1am, ndm canh déi nguyét.)
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Phuong phap ay 1a nudi mong : ban dau 1a mot cai
1éu con & tan mili Ca-Mau xa mu ti-t&, mic cho dia deo
mudi dbt, - tu thiéu thanh da, - cach vai chuc nim sau
doi cai l1éu 1én Chg-Loén bién thanh mot cai lau choc
tro1 ¢ may lanh va c6 nhac lum-tum-xum.

1. Nguwoi Phuée-Kién

C6 vé thanh bai nhiit. Udng tra quau, ma hut nha-
phién cling dam.

Hon Va-Di-Son 1a ctia ho, ma giao thiép dau tién véi
bon budn nha-phién ang-1é & bén Tau ciing 14 ho. O day
ho chuyén nghé mua ltia cha ra gao. O tinh thi 1am chi
chanh lta, & Cho-L6én Binh-Tay thi nha may xay cua ho
1a phan nhiéu. Ngudi ho manh mai, voc cao ma 6m. Gan
hét déu soi dau, khong soi thi dau phai co chdc. Xua ho
dam tu hao : “Khong choc trén dau, chua phai la ngudi
tinh Phude, chua phai con chdu dong vua Minh Thai-
T6, 1én ngdi xung hiéu 1a ‘Hong-Vo’ (1368-1398).

8 Udng tra quau : Nam xua chay tan cu vo lang Chac Pét, Soc-
Trang, budn c6 bao nhiéu tra so gidc Tho cudp thi udng nén lay
ra dai ban be cung canh ngd chay giac. Nhon dip bay ra mot hoi
kin 1y tén 12 hoi U.T.Q. (Udng tra quau). Cudi nim 1946 tro vé
cho, hoi cling ti€u luon.
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Nhung ngay nay tam go1 moi ngay c6 my-nhon xuc
nudc hoa dat tién, lam gi con cai quoc tay “xai thao
Hong Bu” (sai dau Hong-Vao) ?

To61 1a con chau nguoi tinh Phudc, t61 noi ra day xin
ai dirng voi gian. Nhing tanh tot ctia ngudi dat Man du
che tiéu tat, tanh toi wa noi pha ling, gian thi dé bung.
Va lai day 1a tranh cham pha, viéc “khen pho-ma tot
40" ti cho rang thira.

Mon in ctiia ngudi Phudce-Kién gom hai-vi nhiéu hon
1a son-tran, vi ta chd quén xtr cua ho & gan duyén hai.
Ai ¢6 ném “tau hi thai nhu phd-mac” chua ? Ngon vo
cung, an roi nhd mai. Nhung thién nghé nhit 1a thuat
nau d6 chay theo phai minh-su Thiéu-lam-tu va mon
vo thuat tuyét luan vo Thiéu-lam ciling & trong ving
Phudc-Kién. Thém gi01 nghé vE voi, viét chit dai-tu;
cac tiém ban tra trong Cho-Lén, hdp nao cling c6 phong
but do xanh. Hoéi ra déu gbc Phudce-Kién.

No1 nho, ban ve chai lam giau cling hg. Quach Dam
ngay xua la ong vua.

Noi ludn : vi ho ham gan c6 Nha-Phién, hé kh4 thi
hut, nén dan Vi€t ngay xua it ga con cho ho, duy nguoi
Mién lai thich, khen mic dau ghién nhung biét trong
chit tin hon ai. C6 con ga cho bon Phu-Dung, khong
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bi bo x0, thi cling chang nén com chao gi. Co cau vi,
nhung hoi tuc : “D.it nhu chéc”.

2. Nguwoi Quang

Xin ding lam véi dan Ngii Quang ¢ mién Trung.
Quang day la Quang-Dong, xtr cua 6ng Tri¢u-Da.

Nguoi Quang phan déng lam chu cac hiéu cao lau
16n, an md that nhicu, da sé6 déu bung phé (nhu 6ng
Ngb luc con dic thoi), ngay xua dai da so rat thich o
tran phoi ran siu va dic biét néu di dép thi quét sach
san nha con khi di gudc hoic giay dé cung thi ho kéo
ho 1€ ho khua cho that kéu ho moi béng long. Khong tin
ctr vo Cho-Lén gio tan ciné va hay xem thém lat gach
bong da mon thé nao thi biét.

Hinh nhu bai matjong (mi chuwong), bai thin-cau
(thién ciru) déu 1a cua dan Quang sang ché; mudn choi
no, khong phuong nao lot khoi tai thinh cua canh sat va
d6i voi dan Quang, cai gi khong ray-ra khong diéc tai
1a ho khong va. Nhac Quang, ndi cai pheéng la cling du
bit 13 tai, ta ma phai vat gio bo chay. Con cai tréng bac-
cau (bac-cd), khong biét ho dung thir da gi, ludn ca cay
don tam huyén (don tam), mdi lan trong x6 dan khua,
thi 6ng cha mé t6 ludn con ray cling mudn roi 10 tai dé
tan cu noi khac. Nguoi Quang-Dong 1a dan tinh-thanh
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(xén xén) nén thién nghé vé an. Mi, hi tiéu, bo vo vién,
ha hu, 4m-cdi-quay (Tan-Coi qui) kéu trai ra dau-cha-
quay, déu cua ho. D6 vang nit trang, vai lua, d6 gb dd
moc dat tién déu boi ho 1lam. Ho gidi chiu dung, kho
nhoc kho tdm cach méy cling khong n¢ ha. Ban ra mdt
cai tu sat chang han, néu lao cong cu-li hé hui khleng
khong noi, thi a-1& hip, xi-thau chu tiém cdi 4o ra tiép
strc, khong nhu dong bao ta vira da mat bot tai, lam dn
vira khd, thi 1én chun lo sdm 6-t6 hay c6 vo bé. Nguoi
minh, lam chua tiém ma khach vao lam “é may ! € kia !”
thi “may sé& biét tay tao !”

Tién day t61 xin ghi lai mét bai tho ta du manh 161
nguoi Tau :

Chu chéc ban ddau phong rang
Qudn cham khiéu, do lang thang,
Trén dau ddi cdi nén rach,

Pi khap nga quanh dwong tach,
Lang trén xom dwoi rao vang :
Tau phong dang !’

Thiing thiéc treo 1én vai mang,
Nhue bau hoé 16 mau nhiém,
Chira dcfy Nhan nai Can kiém,
Bén chi, hy vong gidu sang :
9 Phai doc “dang” thay vi “rang” mdi ra giong chéc.
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Tau phong dang !

Sém trwa mwa ndng khong mang,
Thiing thiéc nhip lung céc coc.
Con nit tui choi cwoi, khoc,

Vira nghe, dd thdy di ngang :
Tau phong dang !

Nha déng cira, canh hau tan,
O thén qué, trong khodng vang,
Xa xa con nghe vang ving,
Tiéng ngong liu & dau dang :
Tau phong dang !

Cén do quen théi nghinh ngang,
Chiri mang, 1Gt thung, dam da,
Buon phd choi cho ha da,
Khong cu lai, ciing khong than :
Tau phong dang !

Puogc dong xu khéng dé dang,
Co khi ban ddt, khi é,

Noi lo com, phc”in chay thué,
Xu thanh bac, bac thanh vang :
Tau phong dang !
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It nam ¢é6 von ldp tiem,

Bay gio dwoc ty chu da !
Duoc no mat voi nguoi ta,
Anh em réi ciing hiém hiém :
Xi thaua !

Thong tha madi lo cudi vo,
Pdy nam thdy sanh con ra.
Huong chung sung su’0’ng mot nha,
Puoc thém tién ma hét no,

Xithaua!

Cdi giau loi kéo cdi sang,
Pong-bao ciia minh kiéng né.
Xuim nhau bé tham rat dé,
Tir ddy tén tuéi vinh vang :
Ha ong Bang !

Danh co, la gi cua quan,

Minh véan vé ra lam viéc.
Trong tinh thwong moi ddi tiéc,
Cam tay, quan I6n héi han :
Ha ong Bang !

10 Xi-thau, dich tiéng Tau 1a “su dau”, ndm na la “6ng chu
tiém”.




58 Vwong Hong Sén

(trich «Hoa Trai Muay cta Tran-vin-Tan,
nha Puc-Luu-Phuong, xb : 1934, tr. 33, 34, 35.)

Ong Tran-vin-T4n 1a mot déc-phﬁ—sﬁ: kiém mot thi
si coO bi¢t tai hai hudc, ong bi chét trong mot cudc tao
loan ma cho dén nay chua tim ra tong tich ké sat nhon,
ong da vé mot cach vira ngin gon vira tai tinh, hinh
dang mot Chu Ba tir 6m thung thiéc ban dau phong rang
dén trd nén Bang-trudng dugc bat tay quan 16n Chanh
Tinh-truong. Tiéc thay nim xua dua bai cho mot tudn
bao no dang, khong dé y nén stra may chit “dang” ra
“rang” hoa ra bai tho bdt hay, nay méi dugce cai chanh.
Nguoi Tau nguyén an no1 dot dat ngang tang, va day la
mot ty du khac. Khi con lam viéc & Sa-Déc, mdt hom
t61 gip mot dong Bang co vo Viét, hom 4y éng dau tang
4o ché, t6i 1ay lam la, hoi, ong dap tinh bo : “Ha ! Cai
lay dé tang cho no !”

- N6 nao ? - t61 hoi tiép.
-Ha ! me vo dod ma !

Mot khi khac toi cling gip 6ng Bang d6, chuyén nay
mac do 1on, hoéi, ong dap maot cach nghiém trang :

- Ha ! Khong-ttr n6 chét. Bita nay 1am 1& n6é ma !

Phan nhiéu ngudi Quang la vay.
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3. Nguoi Tiéu

Trong tap t6i khong néi dén nguoi Bac-Kinh, nguoi
To-Chau, vi ho qua day rat it, toi khong dam noi can.
T6i xin néu ra mot sac dan dién hinh dé chung dung va
dé dung hoa véi chiing ta, d6 1a nguoi Tiéu.

Tiéu day xin chd 1am 13n véi tiéu phu don cui. Pay 1a
mot cach goi tat, vi lam biéng, ctia dan Mién Nam, nhit
la giong dan Cho-Lén, dé chi dinh nguoi Triéu-Chau,
boi biéng phat am cho du chir va goi nhu thé cho khoi
danh van chir “r”, khoi liu ludi do é rang. Va t6i xin
thuat mot chuyén da xay ra cho t01, tuy mao1 day nhung
dung ta duoc nguoi Tiéu xua nay khong thay doi :

Nam 4y, 1946, toi chay tan cu xuéng Hoa-Ta (Soc-
Trang) roi xudng Bac-Liéu va di lac vao ving rudng
mudi, dong dai theo bd bién, ngd xa mut ti-te toan 1a
mot mau trang phéu nhu ai ldy bong g(‘)n trai ddy mat
dat, va khong c6 mot bong ciy che nang Ma phai blet
vao mua han kho nhu’ vay, ct dém mdi mot ngdy nang
r4o nhu thé nay, mudi trén rudng lot vo tai cac chu sé
bac trc bac tri¢u ch¢ khong choi. Va hé troi Am u khong
nang thi ho rau thui rudt non rudt gia, vi thiéu nang thi
mudi khong thanh mudi. Va la thay cai xa giau mudi
ay lai khan hiém nuéc mua dé udng va nudc mua & day
qui gia hon bac hon vang. Nhac lai 1an nira, toi da noi
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mua kho rédo vo bac triéu cho chu kho mudi, vi hé néng
cang gat thi cang 1am cho nudc min trén rudéng mau
bay hoi, mau khé va tr& thanh mudi hot. Trai lai néu
troi chuyén mua hay 4m u van vii thi nude lau boc hoi,
mudi ty nhién lau thanh hinh. Nguoi phu 1am mudi ¢
Bac-Liéu chuyén di ganh mudi ngoai ruéng phan dong
1a nguoi Tiéu tire 1a ngudi Tau & phu Triéu-Chau, quen
nghé riy béi, qua day vi it von nén budi dau khong lam
nghé budn ban nhu dén Quéng Pong, dan Phudc-Kién,
Va ho lu’a nghe lam ray trong rau, tudi cai, v.v... khong
can c6 von nhiéu.

Ho chiu kho, Xuéng tan Ca-Mau ra dén hai dao cu lao
trong khoai lang roi sim ghe ca-vom chd khoai ban khap
vung Hau-Giang, hic ket nao ciing t6i. Ho trong dua noi
mé bién, phoi tom kho, trong nhin, va néu nghéo 1am
thi nhao vo rudong mudi ganh mudi cho Hoi-dong Trach
(Tran-Trinh-Trach), Hoang-Du-Kia (Huynh-Nhu-Gia),
cong tr Du-Hot (Huynh-Nhu-Phudc) v.v... O rudng
mudi vi it nguoi lai ving, ho dong khd, toi ngay “lu

01”, hodc van quan xa-16n “lic coi” ', ludén ludn ho dé
minh tran nhu nhong, vi ban 40 quan vao hoi mudi bam
rit 1am sao chiu ndi thém 4o quan mau muc rach.

11 Xa-16n hay ta-lon 1a me cua tiéng Phap pantalon. Con 1t coi
va lac coi, cir dé vay ma dung, dich e kiém duy¢t cat dut.
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Nguoi Tiéu ¢ tanh hiéu khach. Khi nao gip ho, xin
ho mot bita com, ho sin long khong tiéc. Néu mudn
an dua tai chd, dn may trai ho ciing vui 1ong va khong
tinh tién, ta vao vuon nhan hai trai n no bung ho ciing
khong hé cu nu, duy phai nhd trai ndo moén niao minh
xach trén tay dem vé thi ho tinh tién ric rac. Tanh ho
hao hiép 1am vay, nhung dén khi minh vao rudng mubi
thir thoi xin ho mét gédo nudc udng giai khat, chinh toi
bita 4y gap mot thang timg con nd tra 1oi lam vay :

“Lir xin mi cai ? Lir xin nudc mua dé€ uong ha ? O day
hoa khong c6 nudc mua dé rora dai, lam sao cd nudce
mua cho 1ir uong ?” 12

(Theo tiéng Tiéu : mi cai 1a giong gi, cai gi. Hoa 1a
to1. Lir la may, anh, ong. “Hoéa An Nam, It khach tr(”
(Hoc Lac). Tung, xung tung : son dong, dwa tré Tau
mdi qua, ta goi con trai. Xi-thau : su dau. Thuong dung
dé goi 6ng chu tiém budn to trong Cho-Ldn. Bang-
truong : ngudi duge cir cam dau mot sac dan : Bang He
(Hakkas), v.v...

Nghe vay gian qua, udc sttc mudn tat cho né mot bop
tai that dau dé sau chura tat an no61 khong lya 101, nhung

12 Cau nay c6 nghia nhu vay : “Anh xin céi gi ? Xin nuéc mua
dé uong ha ? O day ching t6i khong c6 nudc mua dé rira ha bd
(ngoai than), lam sao c6 du dé cho anh uéng ?”
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khi cha nha cat nghia lai thi thwong chu timg con ndy
qua, vi nudc mua dbi véi ho 1a thude tién chd khong
vira. Muia mua cling nhu moi noi, & diy ho hing dé
danh dung qua toi mua han. Ké giau thi xdy ho xi-ming
cot sat that 16n dé chtra bon bé, nhung nudce chira hd
xi-tet ho khong thich may, ché khong ngon ngot bang
nudc mai, nudce lu khong c6 mui xi-mang ciing clirng va
uéng vao mat lanh, - nudc td1 dau mat to1 do, - da khat
con hon uéng nude dira xiém.

Gap mua han kéo dai, nudc chia da can, khi iy dau
bon nam dong bac (bang ca ngan dong ngay nay) gla
m01 thung thiéc dung muoi tam lit, ho ciing khong tiéc
tién va ¢b mua cho dugc dé ma dung. Hién thoi da co
nguodi thiy xa biét ding ghe 16n chd nudc ngot song
Cai Con Cai Cau miét Ké-Sach dem xubng day ban,
goi “d6i nude” (vi tranh chit “ban nudey nghe trai tai).
Nhung cho dén bao gid, ngudi phu 1am mudi van doi
nuéc song dé udng dé an va ludn ludn ho dé danh nudc
mua dé “lam thudc”, va bdi thé méi cé cau trd 161 coc
16¢ ctia chd timg con bén Tau méi qua nay.

S6 1a khi ban ngay phoi lung kéch ra ganh mudi ngoai
néng, hoi nudc mén bde 1én vin vut gip da thit chd nao
c6 mo hoi uét 4t thi bam vao khién nén nhiing noi lat
1éo, nhu nach non, khée mat, khdp cui cho, khép dau
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géi, ket hang, k& ben, déu c6 mudi bam vao, néu khong
téy s¢m thi mudi dn nit da thau thit, dau nhic 1dm, va
cai vi thude trir mudi an khong gi khac hon 12 nude mua
vay.

MGdi trua gid nghi hay chiéu gio vé nha thi phai co
mot chut nudc mua tham bong gon lau nhe nhimg noi
mudi dong, lau cho sach roi thoa dau dira vao 13 ém mat
nhu xua, ma ac nghiét thay phai ding nudc mua rua
m&i hiéu nghiém, khong c6 nudc mua khong 1ay gi thay
thé duoc, dau thudc dan mat hay 1a vaseline, pommade
gi boi vao ciing khong linh tmg bang. Cho nén khi chu
ting no6i : “khong c6 dé rira dai (ngoai than)” 1a 101 noi
chon that chd khong phai né1 danh dau.

Ma ngd : ngudi Tiéu xau xi ay, 1a chi xau xi bé ngoai,
ché bé trong ho c6 nhiéu dirc tanh dé tré nén mot nguoi
chong tot nhut trén thé gian nay. Ho hién tir, gioi gian,
biét nhin nhuc nhat 1a ¢6 nudce gidi chiu cuc hon bat cir
al. Nho vay ma nguoi dan ban xa, nhit 1a ngudi Mién
lai va nguoi Viét qué mua cui lut rat ung ¥ co6 thang ré
Tiéu va hé co con gai gidi thi danh ga cho ho, vi nhu da
n6i hian gi01 chiu dung, dau vo ¢o an hiép ho van cuoi
hé hé, thém ho c6 tanh biét cung dan ba, khong cho vo
lam lung nhiéu so s& xau xi di, va bao nhiéu cong viec
dong ang, ganh phan bon ray, cay cudc, do thung xi ban
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dém, giit rira cho con, thdy thay ho déu “bao s6” cho
nén con gai Mién Tay c6 chit nhan séc, tuy khong noi
ra, chd ga cho Tiéu 1a ho ung lién, cac con trai trong
lang Iam khong lai Chéc.

Ma trdi sanh diém ndy méi la cho ché. B6 1a cha
Tiéu nudc da vang, hinh thu 16n xuong gan nhu tho,
thé ma khi pha v&1 mau me la Tho lai, voc dang nho
con hon Tau, nhung chic da chic thit, - chac nhu cua
bién Bac-Liéu dém tdi troi, - tuy den dtia nhung duyén
dang, nguc phong lung eo, nén khi hai ngudi rap nhau,
hé sanh trai thi tudn ti dep trai, bang sanh gai, thir gai
“dau ga dit vit” éy, thé ma chu choa, miii n6 cao va
ngay nhu treo trai mat (nhai van truyén Tau), nudc da
vang dot va min mang nhu nga lau nam 1én nude. Nguc
nd lung ong, nguoi thon thon dong day, cai dep la mat
nay c6 phan lan ap cac cd gai vuon cta dong bao ta tuy
van dep khong kém chut nao, nhung cac trai lang khong
thich bang vi thudc thanh phan da s6, khong nhu “co gai
dau ga dit vit”, khong ton tién thudc, gip mua gip gio
khong bao gio hé han, dé ca bay ma thit da sin con nhu
gai mgt con. Gai Tau lai ¢ tanh thuy mi kha a1, gioi
nhin chong va khong biét ghen xing. Co c6 cip mat
phuong xién xién, qua 1a phuong nhan ctia Han Chiéu-
Quan, cip phuong nhan 4y lai dong dudi d6i chan may
déu d3n nhu 14 dira méi trd va mdi 1an rém 18, doi ma
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bdng d6 hay hay va do tu nhién chd khong phai vi nang
lira vang cac 10 “sat nhon” sira sic dep. Pung 1a tuyét
thé giai nhan, dep tu nhién chd khong phai nhd phan
son gia tao. Poa hoa la Mién Tay ay, khi cat tiéng 1én
ca hat, - tugng trung la Co6 Bay Phung-Ha4, - 1a nhiing
giong oanh vang cua cac ban hat Tiéu nghe tir lic nho
khi con & Soc-Trang, - vua trong nhu ngoc vira nhe
nhang nhu tiéng hac trén may, mdi chét anh hung cho
chg !

Nhung nay da khac. Nhitng nhan vat toi ké ndy gio
da thudc thé hé ong ba chung toi 16p trudc, ché ngudi
Trung-Hoa & Mién Nam ngay nay, ca nam lan nir da
Viét-hoa rat nhiéu va dang v4i dan ta bat tay 1am ban
doi doi.

Nhon luan vé dan ba, mgt ong ding tudi da ban voi
to1 nhu vay :

- Pan ba dit Béc, trude kia ho chu truong tho chéng
triét dé. Cai canh mot ngudi phu luc ludng nim vech
doc trén xe dé cho ba vo ¢ dudi day 1a canh thuong
thay, vi trude kia ho ap dung cau “chong Chﬁa Vo to1”.
Nhung nay da khong con nira. Luong gi6 song moi thoi
qua, dan ba ho leo trén dau trén co dan 6ng. Budi trua
ho 14 d6a hoa, budi trua ho 1a gai xé, budi chiéu ho cang
dtr ton. Ho danh chéng nhu dn com bita va vang tuc




66 Vwong Hong Sén

turoi1 hot sen.

- Pan ba Mién Trung ciing thay d6i rat nhiéu. C6
ba hang : hang an ¢ theo xua, gioi chiu canh chong
chung, vi sanh trong nha né nép co, thé thiép i khu;
hang ban tan ban cuu, mé déng mé bong, hut thubc 14
Cam-L¢, mic cho chéng di budn ban véi ba nho trong
Nam, nhung choc tirc ba, ba dam “khoda rau 6ng trong
trap” chd khong vira; hang toi tan, danh to-nit, 101 bit-
xinh, 14i xe, 14i ludn cira nha, bat chong lam vu giit em,
nhung phai chung tinh, khong thi cling “d4n nem” trudc
mat.

- Pan ba Mién Nam khon hon. Khi vui bat an dén
map phé, khi ghen tudt xang quet Ira nhu c6 Huong.
Liéu than vat va khong hé than, nhung chong phai tron
dao lam chong. Pan ba Mién Nam khong biét so nghéo
ma ciing khong biét sg sanh con.

Theo 101 6ng ban t6i, mudn ldy vo ghen vira phai va
it ton son phan, nén lya gai Mién Tay, thr “dau ga dit
vit”. Tuc noi : “Cudi vo Tho lai, khoi dau lung”, toi
chua hiéu nghia 1a gi.

(43 dang Chon Loc so 8 ngay 2-1-1966)
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Anh Ban T6t Co-Me O Mién Nam

Néng mua c6 nhau, cuc kho c6 nhau, séng chét co
nhau; 6ng Tro1 cho an com thi an com; 6ng Troi
bat chét kho chét doi thi ciing chét kho chét doi voi
nhau theo ¥ dng Troi 6ng mudn - d6 1a 101 thé dong sanh
dong tir ciia 16p trudc gitra ngudi nong phu Mién va
Viét khi di khai khan dat rimg miét Phudc-Long, trude
kia thudc tinh Rach-Gia, khoang dau thé ky XX nay.

Nhung vé sau ngudi Lang-sa ho dung dtng hai ngudi
ban tbt ndm xua éy dé dé bé cho ho loi dung ma cai tri :
cai hd chia ré& cia nguoi TAy bay ra cho Mién-Viét cang
ngay cang sdu, khi bat bo ti 1a bat anh Viét choi boi,
con mudn ma-ta canh gitr ti lai lya toan nguoi Mién
cuu linh-tap-cli hung ton. Tuy vay lic hai dang déu vé
lang, chut tinh Mién-Viét lai dé hué dam Am hon xua,
dam 4m vi cung mot tiéng chui thé giéng nhau, diy
“D.m...” 46 “chay me !” va cang chui ghét cang khang
khit cang se (cher) nhau va cang thuong nhau dam da
hon trude.

Ké ra ngudi Mién, nay goi Co-me dat Ba-Thac
(Khmer srock Pra-sak) va nguoi Nam di cu vao day tu
nhiéu thé ky da chung canh ngd nhu nhau, da chia ngot
sot bui cho nhau, chen chut véi mot gidng dan khac
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khon lanh can than kim chi hon, d6 14 anh Ba Tau. Chd
nao ¢6 moi lam an kha va song dugc 1a c6 ba giong dan
nay chung nhau dén ¢ : Chéc-Mién-Nam.

Quan ban ruou ba-xi-dé 1a quan Bia Ba Tau. Thuong
ngay mua chiu tir nhitng xi, mua hoai khong biét may
xi ma nhd, dem vé danh chén : rin, rua, cua-dinh, can-
dude, thi khi ndy c6 anh Mién ra tién, khi khac c6 anh
Viét, nhung anh nay thuong thuong 13 mua chiju. Mdi
1an mua mdi 1an chui the. Chii Ba Tau van cudi hé he,
“may chiri tao, tao ban cho may mac hon hom trudc”,
thé 14 hué, khong biét ai khon hon ai ? Duy cach phan
cong thi thi¢t 1a minh bach : dao hang dam ran bat rua
thi d3 c6 anh Mién, vi anh ¢ rimg d3 quen, gioi nghé
dia-1y, nhin dat nhin c6 du biét c6 con gi & dudi, thém
nita anh Mién ndo ciing c6 tiy than nim ba mén thude
gia truyén, lan lung toan bua ngai. Ho tai cao dén ndi
cung di bét ran, mot anh rui bi doc-xa can xui bot mep,
anh kia than nhién lo bat cho duoc ran no, doan cong
anh bi can vé bé nam do, lo thui cao xdo x40, chdo chin,
anh 1am phép doc mot cau than chi, thoi thude cay rang
1a anh kia ngdi ddy tinh bo an chao nhu thudng.

Con dén nghé nau thit rimg xao lin, nudng nghé, gia
treo, x¢ phay, thi giao pho cho anh ban 161 x6m Vi¢t-
Nam ranh ngh¢ hon, vi truy ra néu khong phai dau bép
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vi thua bai nén trén ng, chui vao déng qué nuwong niu
qua ngay, thi anh ciing 13 mot tay du con, mot thay ky
giang hd quen thoi, thut két sat nhon, nay tron day doi
qua nghé méi 1a 1am rudng, khan dat hoang dé “danh
bac v&i tro1”, thir thoi van hoa may 6ng ba phu hd co
kha hon kiép than trau ngya nhitng nim roi : ¢ boi Tay,
linh tron, tho-ky bo so.

“An thit chén dén ngon riét,
Nut hot mit uot ngot dién”.

Hai cau trén thuong duoc nhac nhu khau-hiéu dé lién
lac vo1 nhau.

Nghi cho : an miéng thit rimg v6n 1a khong ton tién
mua, con ndc ba-xi-dé van 1a uéng ruou chiu “té1 mua
s& tra””; boi thé cho nén ruou vao mém méi, ndi chuyén
mai khong dut ma vui ciing hét stc vui, gidn nhau hoai
sao duoc !

T6i tirng biét mot nguoi dan Tho, toi goi bang giwdng
va c0 1€ 1a ba con bén noi to1. Giuong to1 tén Neak Nek,
ngoai goi “Bon Nét”. “Bon” ttrc 1a anh. Nguoi d6 cao
16n giénh giang, sttc manh khong chd néi. Ba téi mua
duoc mot con tran ¢d bap tay, rong nd trong mai dam.
Giuong Nét nc rugu vao va dé thur sirc, 6ng lay hai
ong tre 16n x6 tay vao, roi thoc hai tay vo mai dé bat
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con tran. Tru’(')’c hét 6ng chup cai dudi tran, tha thé cin
chat ca1 dudi 4y vao hai ham ring, xong r01 ong dé cho
tran quan vao hai bap tay. Con tran no quan xong giap
may vong thi né rit minh lai quyet siét cho mém xuong
nat thit. Gia thir nguoi khac thi at da gay lia xuong tay
v6i nd, nhung giuong t6i van dé cho tran rut, xong roi
ong dang than luc bung hai canh tay ra, 6ng tre day c&
mot phan. Tay nd nghe rdp rop, con trin lidu kém strc,
phan thi cai dudi né da bi givdng toi thi thé can trudc,
tran that thé khong chd tua (thuong thudng trin dung
dudi thoc sau vao thit cho c6 thé viing o1 méi rut) cho
nén thinh linh con tran vut thao khoanh ra phong minh
b6 chay. Giudng toi cudi hi hi, bat con trin bo vao mai
dam nhu cii, xem lai hai canh tay c6 lan mop that sau
va d6 bam. T6i thiy ma hét hon, 1t dat hoi, giuong toi
tinh bo ra vé, noi “khong hé gi ma”. Thiét 1a vd dong.
Nhung vy chua 1a may. Tinh coi, bd van gd tht ba
tam, niang duong nao ? C& hai ngudi khiéng mot tam
m&i phi, thé ma givong Nét mot minh khiéng hai tim,
mdi tAm kep vao nach va di khoi khoi, ai thdy ciing le
ludi lac dau khong ngo doi nay ¢6 nguodi manh dén buc
ay (bang bon nguoi).

Thé ma giuong t61 ngheo sat givdong sat chiéu, lam
khong du an, va tho khong qua bon muoi, vi luc tré phi
strc, thém lam rudng vat va ca ngay dang nang hai chon
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dam dudi nudc nén sau bi phu thiing ma bé minh. Ché
phai gap thoi ra dau quan thi cling 1a mdt tay kién tudng
chd chang choi.

Niam 1915, t6i con nhd va van hoc & truong tinh &
Soc-Trang. Giudong Nét t6i dat lai nha mot ong Mién
khac, cao 16n giénh giang khong kém, tén 12 Son May,
ngoai goi Neak May hay la Nac May. Day la tuong
trung cho 16p tién nhan khai pha rimg nhu ta nhd mia.
Ong May khan hoang & ving Phudc Long tinh Rach-
Gi4, nay can tién nén dén ciy Ba toi gitip. Hoi d6, mién
c6 nguoi gidi thiéu nhu givdng Nét day, roi hai dang
tin nhau ma ké cho vay bac, nguoi cé von 1am an, ché
khong can dam béao chi khac, hodc thé chun niy no. Duy
tién 101 thud 4y nang lam. Cho ra mot tram dong bac, -
doi 4y con goi 1a “ddng bac 16n” nghi ra tham phai, va
mot traim dong thoi ay 1a dém du hai ndm bac, ¢t ndm
chuc dong bac 16n, ciing goi bac trang, 1a phong lai 1am
mot phong, tinh ra mdi déng bac nang 27 grammes -
mot tram dong bac nang den hai ky bay tram gram ché
khong Vu:a Mot tram dong Ay man nim von va 101 pha1
tra ran rap mot trim bdn chuc dong. Nhu’ng néu that
mua budn ban 13 13, duoc phép tra 15i bon chuc dong,
sO von doi qua nam sau. Bang nhu qué 16 qua that, con
ng bo tron thi thoi, hué, ké nhu bo. Trong Nam khong
c6 nan cuong hao ac ba, cho vay nang 101 nhung khong
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siét co siét hong. C6 nguoi danh don tam 1y, ham con
no : “khéng tra kiép nay qua kiép sau phai lam than trau
ngua dén bdi”. Boi sg cau do, cho nén cha lam ng rui
chét thi con chau phai lo trd ng cho nhe hon nhe via,
khong tra duogc lién d6 thi bao tin cho chi no rdi khi
nao co bac s€ xin chudc to giéy no dem vé dot cho nhe
vong nguoi qua vang. Luat Gia-Long c6 cau : “Phu trai
tir hoan; tir bat hoan bat hicu”.

Ong May c6 dua dén nha mot nguoi biét chir, goi ong
Bién Tong B, lo viéc 1am gidy to, mdi 1an nhu vay an
cong, vay mot tram an nam céc, vay trén bac tram an
chin mot dong. Gidy no viét xong, 6ng May diém chi,
tirc ghi dau chi tay trén to gidy ay chd 6ng dot khong
biét ky tén.

Picu kién gi 6ng May ciing chiu ciing bang long hét,
va bao nhiéu chuyén dudi day du chirng t6 nguoi Mién
thiét tha lam sao. S6 13 6ng muon cia Ba t6i nim d6

13 Ong Bién Tong, ciling goi 6ng gido Tong, t6i di cb nodi roi
trong cac tap trudc nay chinh toi ciing khong nhd viét trong tap
nao ma dan ra. Trong nhitng tap toi viét, t6i dung nhiéu danh tir
dia-phuong it la tai ngu’m phuong khéc, cling khong con thi gio
dé giai thich. Day 1a hoi-ky ctia mot ngu’m gan xudng 16, xin
ddc gia cham ché. Ky T, U-Minh, Dién Cong Chua, xin chiu
khé doc lai nhiing tap cti chira nhiéu tAm su cua gia nay. Pa ta.
S.
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nam traim dong bac 16n (500$00), 6ng dem vé cho vay
lai va cho tién “laa démg” ™ con du lai 6ng lam von
“d6 hét vao rudng”, dng trang mua to, laa d6 vao vua
khong du chd chira phai 1am “ca-tang” ' dé tam, con
lai bao nhiéu thi phai ban dd ban thao cho chec mua
laa dao, rdi ong s¢ bl cudp danh nha nén 6ng dm bac
ra chg Phudc-Long don tau xa-1tp (chaloupe) ra cho
Soc-Trang, tra cho Ba t6i. Ong du strc tra mot 1an hét
ng, nhung 6ng khong lam nhu thé. Ong dua cho Ba toi
hai tram bac 16n, goi 1a tra tién 101 théi; con s6 von nim
trim, 6ng xin khat lai sang nam, vi éng 13y ¢ 1a “dong
tién ctia Ba t61 mat, d& 1am an”, khong nén phu nghia
ham tra dut va phép ngudi Tho phai nudi bac cho ban
kia d¢ thém 10i c4 hai bén déu c6 loi, Ba t6i dugc co
nguoi “thiéu no tot” ma 6ng May khoi muon tién ngudi
khac, dau gi theo dng May thi Ba t6i hién, c6 dong bac
mat. Nghi cho ngudi Mién 16p xua thiét tha nhu vay,
cho nén ddng bao ta khi & chung dung voi ho lau doi
cling phai “xué x0a” véi ho, va tirc nhién lau ngay chay
thang ciing tr& nén “xap xé dé dii”, moi chuyén déu
“xinh-x4i” thir tha, khong cau chap '¢ thi mudn viéc déu

14 Tién lua dung 13 dua tién khi lta con dting trén rudng, luc
chin s¢€ doi.

15 Ca-tang 1 phén tre dung lam bo dyng lta, ca-ting 1a tiéng
Thé Viét-héa.

16 Xinh-xai 1a tiéng Tau, nhung héi nguoi Quang, nguoi Ticu
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ém. Chi c6 ngay nay, vi c6 ngoai bang doc 1061 nén Viét
va Mién han hoc, trong nén tha 161 cho nhau va tr¢ lai
phuong phap xua, “mdt cau nhin chin cau lanh.”

Ba t6i ¢6 phan tran, san bac du nhiéu, khuyén ong
M4y nén mua vang sim ca-ra dé lam cua phong, khi
ting ngit c¢6 san 1a cam cb khoi vay hoi. Ong May
cudi dap gon “Hia Ba bung tot noi nhu vay t6i cam on.
Nhung sam vang lam chi cho an cudp dén nha ? Va lai
t61 lam cuc nhoc man nam nay ong trdi cho duge bao

'99

nhiéu day, phai dé cho toi choi cho sudng tay cai da !

déu khong biét viét chit y ra sao va déu bi. Xinh-x4i ¢ nghia
rat rong. Mua ban, noéi xinh xai 1a té61 ban cho anh ré do; hoac
néu ngudi mua néi thi cé nghia 13 1an nay anh ban cho toi néi
gia di dé thong cam nhau chd phen khéc. Di 1€ cho quan, ndi
xinh xai thi c6 nghia xin ong chép nhan, ky sau t61 s€ hau ta. Va
con nhleu nghia nira, néu phal cat nghla cho day du thi tap nay
s€ day xap hai, ma hién giay thi mic va ngay gi0 t61 khong con
nhiéu. Nguyén cau 1 “xinh xai bo lai bd khu”, bbn chit sau 1a
“v6 lai vo khu” tiéng Tho. Am cta Tiéu va phai chang “xinh
xai” la tiéng Tiéu ? Mot 1an nira xin cho t6i din : doc vin toi 1a
doc dé choi, khi htng toi viét ma khong cat nghia. Néu trong
mudi tap da ra doi c6 chd nao lap di lap lai 1a tai vo tinh, ché
khong c6 y kéo dai cau chuyén. Bao nhi€u tam su, don dap,
phan anh cua t6i khién ngudi ndo hong lién tuc va doc dit doan
cling 12 van bat dic di.
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Roi d6 6ng mua rugu thit thiét dii ca nha Ba t6i va
sudt may thang rong éng tha vo cac soc kiém song bai
va truong ga vui choi cho dén sach tai. Khi tién d3 can,
ong ghé nha Ba t61 cho hay tu su, miéng cuo1i toe toét,
mat khong chut budn, dn mét bira com muon hai déng
bac roi xudng tau tré vé Phude-Long tiép tuc 1am rudng
nhu cii. Po1 cia ong la vay va hanh phtc cua 6ng la
vay. Nghe ong thuat cach lam rudng ciing di ngan. Ong
May néi ong 1a ngudi khai pha dat hoang ving Phudc-
Long Vinh-Phu (hai lang ndy giap ranh nhau) va ong
thudc nhirg ngudi dau tién dén ving nay khi con ring,
cop va khi du thir. Nhung bon ong 12 ngudi dot luat nén
d3 thua lan, nhém ong tu tay chiém rimg dén cay khai
pha ma khong bao gio biét 1am don ky tén xin phép
quan trén, thanh thir c6 bon nha giau lanh lgi phong tay
trén, ho lo 16t voi ong chil quan va dat nhét cho may
thay ¢ Toa bd Rach-Gia an, nap don khan ké nim mau
nguodi mudi mau roi dé d6. Pén khi rudng hoang thanh
lwong dién, thi bon nha giau vo quan trinh gidy chimng
nhan rang ho c6 don khan dat duong hoang rdi ho thira
linh dudi ca bon ¢6 cong khai pha nhung khéng cé gidy
t& chanh thirc don di, cudp doat cong lao md hoi nude
mét ctia bon nﬁy va bon néy thua dam 1a vay !
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Tuy bi hiép nhung nhitng ngudi nhu ¢ 6ng May
khong 1ay d6 1am phién. Nguoi Mién c6 tanh ngay tho
1am. N6i ém v&i ho mot tiéng la xong. Ho hiéu rat rong
cAu «chim troi ca nudey, bi doat chdn nﬁy thi con chd
khac. Mién biét diéu, biét on bé ho, ting ho mot s6 von
it it dé mua long thi ho tuc khic «dé cai nha da» cia ho
roi rat nhau vo trong rimg sdu trong kia, nai lung kéch
d6n cay pha ring lap lai co d6 méi dé cho vai nam sau
lai b1 lo1 dung phong tay trén nira, khién cho viéc tranh
chap rudng dat Mién Tay hoi thoi Phap thudc 1a mot
cudc boc 16t cong khai oan e diy day. Duy xin mot
diéu 1a ding y gidu lam phéach 1én mit néi xoc ho, 1a
khi 4y ho an thua du, song chét khong sg. Va dimg nghe
«cai nha dd» ma lam tuong nguoi di khan dat hoang
déu giau nén 1am nha bang d4 xanh d4 trang. Nha da
ctia nhom 6ng May 1a tap 1éu xech xac, mién d¢a mot da
cho kha manh 1a du cho né di doi, sap tiém. Nha da cua
bon lao cong man troi chiéu dat 1a vay.

Ong May 1a triét-gia khong hoc ma nén. Ong timg
néi voi Ba toi canh san da nai ring ma thu, séng cho
ong khong thém. Mién sao c6 ¢ chum vo lu tin dé chira
nudc mua, lta gao di di khong can lo, mam mudi, liéu
da chiu dung qua mua sau, con thirc an khong so thiéu
vi sdn tom tép dudi nude, bay ga vit tu n6 kiém an va
sanh san di cung cip mdi khi c6 khach khira hodc di
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chuia, an tét. Tho khong ton kém nhiéu. Ong ké c6 mot
nam no troi vira mua it dam, 6ng dét co don dong, rua
& chung quanh bi khéi bi lira nong bo ra nhiéu khong
biét co man nao ma ké, ong, vo éng va ba dira trai luc
ludng xam lai vi hét vao mot khai rong 16n, 1dy cAy cdm
chung quanh cho rua khéng bo ra dugc. Roi ong dé vay
in man mua khong hét, lop um l&p x¢é phay 16p nu’O’ng
16p ca-ri, ria oi 14 ria. San nghé sa va 6t, ong ché bién
lam ra bin ca-r1 thit rua, 6ng ban cho truong ga, song
bai cao, 6ng an tiéu tron nim khong hét.

Ho6i dén mudi mong 1am sao chdng cu, dng cudi hi-
hi n6i : “To6i da gia quéa da toi chai cling... mudi nod so
nén khong can”. Pia va con vit, nd deo méic nd, mién
gilt sao cho né dimg chun vé6 may chd nhuoc, trén va
am-hg, ngoai ra léy 14 Iua bén cao la nd rot ngay. Co
dém nghe tiéng nai ca-béc (nai kéu) ving vang nhung
khong dam ra vi bat vi ¢6 nai & ddu 1a c¢6 cop lang vang
theo sat bén do, dém tbi ra son sac cop vo chét twoi. Vé
heo rimg thi chung song ca bay trong rimg siu, thinh
thoang kéo ra cin pha laa va khoai. Pén nhu voi tuong
thi nam 1915, canh ddng Rach-Gia khong con may tru,
vi viing rimg ram da thu hep dan, dan khai pha rudng
na qua nén voi kéo di 1én Cao-Mién va rung Xiém-La
yén tinh hon. Mic dau vy, 16i 1915 c6 mot ong dién
chu Tay, tén Bernard, c6 vo ngudi Mién, ban ha dugc
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mot ong bo rat 16n tai ving Phude-Long mai nhiéu nam
sau con nhac. Cap nga 1on 1am, nghe dau dai hon mot
thudc ngoai, nhung 6ng nghi sao nhe cua ra tung khtc
ngan phan chia cho cac ba con bén vo, ké lay lam can
dao n trau, nguoi 1am can méc thong méc vot thiét 1a
qua udng. Cap vo chong Bernard c6 dé lai mot dtra con
lai khong nhin nhan, sau ndy tran chong Phap 1945,
Bernard con danh tra thu lai mau-qubc, nguoi chi co
chdong 1am thanh tra mat tham Phap ¢ du dd ma khong
duoc... V& sau Thach-Bernard (Thach 1a ho me) chét
cho nudc cung véi mot tiéu anh hung khac ciing dan
Soc-Trang 1a Paul G.V. trong tran chong xam lang Phap
nhitng nim 1946-1947, néu sau c6 viét str khang chién,
xin nhé hai vi tiéu anh hung nay.

Ong May ké tiép rang dat rudong Phudc Long chi
tdt va trung duoc méy mua dau roi lun bai 1an, vi dat
“md1” giau phan qua, thanh tha cay lua “phat” qua, 1a
nhiéu hon bdng va hot, cdy lua moc cao hon dau nguoi
ma toan 13 14 ché hot khong duge may. Rudng Phude-
Long thud ay 1 mot canh dong bao la bat ngat, 16n rong
minh mong ma khong c6 bd mau nhu nhitng thira ruong
thanh thuc rdi, khién nén nudc trong ruong dé noi song
rat to va khi c6 gio 16¢ hay con trot day thi ma va lua
bi bmg 1én ca nguyén vang, con trét qua roi thi nhod
sach trui lo khong con bui nao. Khoi nan gid 16¢ lai so
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nan cta chudt chim trich, chiing n6 dap xubng an, dudi
khong kip, ty nhu hom qua laa vang chin thiy ming
chua kip no, hom sau mét bay trich ghé choi 1a trong
phut chéc rudng sach nhin. Khong nhu ngay nay nho
dong ngudi va phuong phap bay gio lam rudng tap thé,
nén dau con chim chudt nhung chiung khong n hai 1on
lao nhu trude kia. Ngoai ra con mdt nan khac niia : $6
1a lna vira tré dong dong (tré bong non) cé loai ca rd
16n bang ban tay xoe, né ¢ tai ban dém nhay dung 1én
cin bong lta ma n, nghe tiéng tap béc bdc ma nong
rudt. Thr ca ré Ay map lam, bat dugc thi khong can co
d6 an khéc, ndi mot con ca nudng cho vang, thoa chut
m& hanh cho thom (néu c6 beurre bretel thi cang tuyét),
giam mot chén nudc mam toi Ot cho vira miéng, ném
mot chut chanh cho thém dam da, ndi con ca r6 nudng
ay, chan nudc mam vao lic ca con ndng, thi toi dam
chiac mot niéu com chua du, phai nau thém niéu khac
va con s¢ khéng du nude mam vira hap vira chan. Tha
vui doi xwa qua that khong mat tién, va thi san di van
hon thu cho.

T6i nhé 6ng May hoi bac cia Ba toi sudt ba mua déu
c6 ra thay gidy ma khong tra dat no. Vi qua 101 qua von,
Ba t61 hoi kho chiu ngo 161 dinh ha bét tién 101, nhung
ong May cudi, cam on ma rang : “Ha 1am khi gi ! Chd
khac con cét ¢6 hon nita ma tui tui con chua sao ! Mién
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dong tién trong sach dimg di dn cudp cua ngudi khac.
Ky du ngudi ta sao thi minh cling vay, lo lam gi ? Hia
bat cho t61 161 to1 cling xai bay hét !”

MGdi lan 6ng gia May ra nha nam vai ngay cho Ba toi
ding “lay bac hoi”, 1a mdi lan t6i duoc thu gido voi mot
ong gi4o su kinh nghiém day khong 1ay tién va chi tinh
vé phong tuc va tap thoi ngudi Mién. Nho gido su May
ké dong dai dém ndy qua dém kia ma toi nay biét kha
ranh, ty nhu :

1) Cac chua Mién cling chinh la trurong hoc. - Noi
day dao tao du khoa, tir chit viét, kinh ké, dén nhiing
mon hoc thuong thirc ludn cac nghé lam an : tho moc,
tho ho, tho v&, va tan thoi nhut 1a tho dic xi- ming thé
gd cham.

Tu theo Tho c6 nhiéu hang : tu tron doi, tu doi ba
nam theo 101 hira nguyén va c6 thi tu tat chi mot ngay
hai muoi bon gid dé tra 18 sinh thanh, bao hiéu cho cha
me van van. Khi tu vao chua, trudc tién cao dau va
cling cao ludn doi chan may cho that nhan trui, vi nguoi
Mién hiéu rang chan may 1a dong 15a, khi nhudng lén
nhuéng xudng 1a du bao hiéu cho dan ba (nheak an
chom, mouvement des soureils, 1a ra dau hiéu béng
chan may). Khi doc kinh trong nha tu gia c6 thiét 1& trai
dan, thi sai Mién c6 mot cay quat béng 14 ke can dai
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che trudc mat luc tung ni¢m, mot 1a dé tranh dom ngo
nguo1 phu nir qui dudi b¢, hai 1a dé dinh than ng6 vao
quat khong lo ra.

2) Ong sii mdi lang 14 6ng cam dau trong lang vé
mit ton gido. - Lang Viét xua c6 hwong chic cam dau,
nay cO Uy ban quan tr1 va tuy thoi dai ma doi tén; trai
la1 ngudi Mién cta mdi sdc van thuong dén van ké va
cau chudc muu chi bao ciia vi si ca ctia ho ma ho rat
trong vong. Tham ch1 trén Nam-Vang, vi sdi-vuong
quyén mudn 1an quyén Mién- -vuong tri-vi. Trudc day
thai-tr ra dudng gap sai vuong van cung kinh qui mop
dé ra mat : vua lay t6i khong phai lay cai xac pham kia
ma lay cai 4o Phat cua ong kia dang mac. Hién & Mién
Nam, khi ngudi con vao chua mac 4o sai, gap cha thi
cha lay con nhu trén kia vua lay sdi vuong ciing dong
mot quan ni¢m éy.

3) Nguoi Mién dat Nam-ky Luc tinh, khi nhim mat
tir tran. Tuy theo phong tuc mdi chd mdi nha, cé khi
ho chon xdc nhu nguoi Viét, khi khac ho hoa-tang. Ho
chon xac 1am ma cho ngudi qua vang la khi nao ho co
chut it mau lai Trung Hoa hay Viét-Nam. Trong khi 4y,
ho ciing cu tang dai hiéu gan nhu ta vi dd nhiém it nhiéu
Nho gido. Nhung phan dong, ho giit tuc hda thiéu, lam
chay siéu do roi hoa tang hai cot, lfiy Itra 1am sach, léy
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tro dung vao hii sanh cat vao chua.

a) Co khi ho thiéu xac tuoi, khi vira chét dugc vai
ngay. Cai thdy ma 4y chua ra, khi d6t bay mui “thit
nuéng”, bao hai nhitng nguoi nhat gan di du 18 vé nha
kiéng mén con sudn chién va bé thui trét thang truong.

Néu thiéu khi con tuoi, doi khi thay ma bi lua tap gia
roi bong bung phinh ra, gan co rut lai, thay thay ma 16m
cOm ngdi day, ha miéng nhan rang, vé nha nham mit 1a
thay lai, khong sao nga duoc, ghé tom vo cung. Nhung
do la vi Ira nong qua, hoi trong bung tuong ra khong
kip hodc gan bj lira d6t nén co quap lai, nhimg khi 4y
ho léy sao tre vat nhon thoc cho ling cai xac cho c6 chd
xi hoi ra; khi khac ho xiim nhau lay sao tre d¢é cai thay
né moi chiu nam ngay cho dét, khong thi nd 10m com
chdi day, nguoi ding xem dau ning bong via cling phai
kinh hon.

b) C6 nha chon xac roi ding doi ba ndm c6 tién kha,
khi dy méi dao xac 1én lam chay trong thé roi lam 18 hoa
thiéu. Nhitng khi 4y nguoi ta khong chting giam sy thay
ma tr& minh ngdi ddy, nhung phai htri mui thiy ma sinh
thai con muoi phan kho chiu hon nira.

c) B61 véi dan ba con gai dan 6ng con trai, nguoi
Mién c6 nhiéu phong tuc kha dic sac, to1 cho 1a rat nén
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tho, va cr ké van tit, nhd phan nao ké ra phan nay, néu
c6 sai sién dam xin nhd chi gido : ngudi Mién dan ong
cling nhu dan ba, déu trong né cai chin van trong minh,
go1 “sampot” (vay). Chinh ndm xua 6ng Truong-Minh-
Giang that bai va ciing khong ép dugc ho bo chan dé
van quan. Ngay nay ta thuong thdy qudc phuc cta ho 1a
dudi van chin, trén mic 4o cd dimg c6 mdt hang nam
hoac sau nut (Phap goi paletot : 4o banh t6). khong khi
nao hoac it khi nao théy ho mac tron Au—phuc du bd
vira quan vira 40. Ong vua Mién ciing van trén mic 4o
banh t6 tring tra nat vang hodc kim cuong, dudi vin
chan to, chudc gidy den bong co doi bit tat to den dai
dén gbi. Vé sau khi Mién-vuong céng du nudc ngoai
méi van tron bd Au-phuc ding nghi 1&, nhung khi vé
x{r van trd lai mic chan ma theo ho méi ding 1a quéc
phuc. Vi vay d c6 nguoi ac miéng khoi hai rang ngudi
Co-me m&i vian minh chi duoc nira phan, - con nhong
hoa tim méi nira khiic trén.

Ciing nén ndi qua dé biét phong tuc la cia dong giéng
con chau nguoi xua kia da tao ra lau dai thanh quach
Pé-Thién : nguoi dan ba, diu 1am gai giang ho van giir
thé théng. Mudn an nam phai ung ¥ dong he, ké nao 14t
dat can budn 1a ho khoa chan phan ddi ngay. «Lat vay»
bat tir khong khi nao ho chiu, thwong nhau phai co su
ung thuan gitra do61 bén, dira nao au xi 1a v phu, khong
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khac nao cudng buc, ai ma chiu.

Da nodi so qua y phuc dan 6ng con trai, nay luan qua 'y
phuc phu nir, thi nén phan biét : nguo1 trinh nit xt Chua
Thap van mic 4o bit bung ngu y «déa hoa ham tiéuy,
40 b6 sat rat tim than tron tria, 40 éy danh goi 4o tam-
vong, khong c6 xé hai bén néach, va phai nhé k¥ :

- khi nao nguoi mAc 40 ay chua c6 chong thi ho may
co ho, co y khoe ngam : «thiép hay con tan khong khac
cai bong bup con cho tay ngoc hai vé thanh vo thanh
chongy.

- khi nao ngud1 mac 4o ay da c6 doi ban, thi co 4o cai
kin lai, t6 rang «thiép nay nhu hoa c6 chu, dam dau dé
mat nguoi la trong vaoy.

- va cai 4o chau xua dau ho Ngo, tirc ba Xuan, phong
ra voi phong trao phu nit lién dai, khong hon khong
kém, von lay kiéu trén Nam-Vang va kiéu 4o dy miét
Soc-Trang da c6 san cai tén rat tuc 1a «4o co khoét 1...
trau.

L& ¢ nhién, nguoi con gai Mién ciing trong né doi
bong tai vang ciia dang trai géi qua 1am 1€ sinh. Ty nhu:
vao 18 hoi, ngudi con gai lic ay khong khac nao «bong
bup chua khai» cho nén bén trai di d61 bong héi vo 1a
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boéng vang dau tron kiéu hoa ham tiéu goi «ddi bong
mu-uy». Khi 1& cudi lai khac, Itic nay co gai khong khac
cai bong sdp nd, cho nén dang trai gai qua nha gai doi
bong hinh «hoa man khai», dau bong gdm chung quanh
mot dudng vién bién «dau hot trimg ca» nhu kiéng hoa,
va ¢ gitta c6 chira mgt mat sang, - giau thi la hat kim
cuong long lanh, - ngheo thi m§t manh guong ‘mong
mai canh cdt tron va gan bang sap, bong tai dy goi
«bong tai mat pha-1€». Vi vay khi ta ra duong gap mot
thiéu phu Mién, nén nhin k¥ d6i hoa tai, néu bup thi do
1a gai chua chong; néu né thi d6 1a hoa c6 chu. Pic biét
nguoi gia nhu hoa xép canh, trd lai duoc deo doi bong
btp nhu thué con con gai. Phong tuc ngudi Co-me van
theo ché d6 mau hé, trong nir khinh nam, cho nén nha
nao sanh nhiéu gai 1a mot diém lanh, vi mdi lan ga con
lay chong, dang trai di 1€ sinh rat trong hau. Ctr mdi lan
ga con 1a dang gai c6 mot vudng nha cao cang mai, do
chang ré di 1& cau hén.

Ciing bé1i tuc 1€ cudi vo qua tdn hao cho nén nguoi
trai nghéo mubn ¢6 vo dep lai bay cach khac, khoi tén
tién cheo tién cudi tién cat nha cho bd vo qua tén. May
chuc nim vé trudc, nguoi Mién mién Luc-tinh Nam-
ky c6 1€ trai to luan phién nhau di véc, di cong con gai
nha giau trong lang van coéng véi nhau vé giao cho ban
lay 1am vo khoi tén, duy phai néi, ho vac cong duoc 1a
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cling do «nang tuy bi bat nhung da tham ung thuan véi
changy» tir trude. Bdi 1€ doi qua ngit nén bay tro vac
chay roi s& thu phat sau. Khi khac nita thi do «chang
di hoi ma nang khong ungy», nhung vi muén qua danh
dung phép bao, thira mot budi ndo nang di xa nha gip
khuc Véng vé ho xim nhau bét dai, hé nhau véc chay,
dén chirng “van da dong thuyén” thi khi ay s& dwa nhau
trd vé tha ti va chiu phat va, thé nao diéu kién cling
dé dii hon. Viéc «vac chay» truy ra rat xua, vi kinh
nghiém cho thay vo chong cé cudi hoi, vi qua ton kém,
it khi & doi 1au dai va vo chong “vac chay” tuy tién dam
hau tht, nhung nho it ton, nén vo chong bén bi hon.

Theo tuc 18, ho dé y tir chuat, - nguoi ban trai vac
chay la vac vo gium cho ban, khong dugc xtic pham,
nén phai cong nguoc, 1at ngira nang ma vac nén “tuy
dung ma khong c6 cham”, sau rot dén phién anh chang
“chong twong lai” thi nai lung kéch muén cdng ngudi
cling cach nao ciing xong, vi vén anh ta 1 sé hitu chu
nén tha ho. Ngit mot ndi, luat phap lang-sa khong
nghién ciru k§ phong tuc ban xt, ngudi Phap vén trong
dan ba, cho nén ho hiéu 1am khong nhin nhan su cuoi
VO béng cach vac chay va mdi lan xay ra, ho giai ra dai
hinh va kéu 4n may anh trai “lam viéc khong cong” dy
rat nang, c¢6 khi bi an ti nhiéu ndm kho sai. Nghi ciing
tirc cho ngudi trong cudc vi trude sau, do 1a phong tuc
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cO truyén cua ngudi Mién, duy bon da trang vi dot nén:
goi la da man va kéu an nang.

Nguoi ban Mién ngay nay c6 tanh hién nhu ctru, d6
1a 1ac binh thuong. Hai thay khi ndc ba xu rugu dé vao,
con curu éy trd nén hung hang, con dir hon cop doi,
n6i theo xua, 1a dit hon voi s6 duc (voi duc rudng cai).
Khi thi nhin nhuc hét nude noi, dia tré churi cling cudi
roi bo qua. Khi thi chém giét mot cach khong kip suy
nghi, nhu cdc trdn “cap dudng” thinh thoang xay ra
hoai, va hai nhat van c6 thang theo dbc 16i cho nguoi
Mién nguoi Viét twong tan 1an nhau. Tiéng “cap dudng”
nhiéu nguoi da cat nghia nhung t6i van giit gdc tich theo
su hiéu biét cua t6i : cap la tiéng Mién, nghia 1a chit,
chém. Dudng 12 Vuong (cling 12 ho cua toi), 1 “An-
Nam qudc-vuong” vi xua hai nudc danh nhau, bén chir
“An-Nam qudc-vuong” ho thau gon “dudng” danh véi
bon dudng bon dudng. Ngon ngir ngudi Mién van khac
tuy dia phuong. Nguoi trén Nam-Vang c6 giong rd rét
pha nhiéu chir “R”, nén nghe gion. Ngudi & Nam-ky it
dung chir “R” va c6 giong qué mua.
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Sa-Déc, Sep 17, 2015

Nguwoi Viét Goc Mién Tinh Séc-Triing Tin-
Nguong Va Bua Ngai

(tiep theo Hicu-co ddc-san s6 6 «Cudn so tay cua
nguoi choi ¢6 ngoany, bai noi vé “Hii dung ngai Cao-
Mién”, ti truong 204)

(Bai nay t6i viét nam 1966 cho bao “MOI” ctia anh
Binh-Nguyén-Loc [«Mdi» so 7 ngay 7-6-1966]. Tién
nhuan bat nim 4y 13 600 dong, nhung nghia trong hon
vang, vi lic d6 toi dang that nghiép. Nay lay ra in vao
tap nay cho duoc vinh vién. Néu c6 trung doi chd véi
bai «Hii dung ngai» ké trén, xin chu quan luong thu.
T6i van in vi mudn cho thay dién tién cta cac loai bai
nay. To6i khong can thanh minh néu t6i 1a Ngoc-Giau,
Bach-Tuyét, Thanh-Nga, vi cac ¢ qua cac cho van ca
mot bai ma thinh gia lai may ngay nga ?)

hi nhic dén nguoi Viét gdc Mién & tinh Soc, tat

hién t6i nhé lai nhirng ky niém ém dém budi bé

tho : t6 bin nudc 1éo hai xu chan mam bo beo-béo va
bo déy l1a bo-hoc (prahoch) chd khong phai thit bo lam
mam; cai banh Xay mot xu co con tép to tu’Ung, ma trén
nay goi «banh cong» vi chién trong cai cong ro rang; toi
cling nhé dén 6ng ba co bac chau xwa ma khi gip nhau
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n6i chuyén toi thAm méc c& vi sg anh em ngo thay sé
cho minh c¢6 than nhon khac giéng, nay cac dng ba co
bac t6i déu quay dau vé nui, toi co tri khon hon lac do,
nghi gian va tiéc cho t6i c6 quan niém xau ho khong
nham chd. Téi dinh bung 16n 1én s& viét mot tap noi lai
nhing gi hiéu biét vé tinh Soc 1a noi nhau ran mén yéu.
Té ra vi qua k¥ ludng ma viéc bat thanh, nay diu mudn
dem s¢ vong cii ra thuc hanh thi d@ mudn. Lam sao, voi
tinh trang hién tai, tr& lai cac soc cac xO6m xa xam dé
diéu tra va gan hoéi nhiing chi tiét vit vanh da chén vui
theo cac cb 140, ddu c6 16t da séng doi.

Hoém r6i, nhon 1ay tap ho so tai liéu thau thap tir bé ra
xem thi ¢6 nhiéu to gidy ndt (note) da nat ra trg manh
vun, nghi tiéc qua. Ly do 1a ndm 1946, lac tan cu vao
ving Bung Sa-Mo, Chic-Pét, La-Banh, chang nhiing
Nong-dan dot gidy to can thiét cta toi, nhung t6i cling
qua dai, nghe 161 don thanh-nién cach-mang xét va thu
tiéu nhing ai con luu trir gidy ma 4o quan két chi xanh
chi d6 hodc in mau “tam sic” nhu c& Phap, 1an d& vi s¢
vo ly, t61 tu cho vao ltra mot sach vo td1, nhu tron bo
Viét-Nam hon, tron bo tap san Indochine cua thoi ky
Decoux... nay néu con ban ra 13 vang. La sao, nay méi
thay, au cling 1a duyén han mic, nén trong lic hoa thiéu
sach vo, toi dé sot lai ban vi-bang ndy, bay gio toi xin
chép y nguyén van, va giit dang chanh ta, dé cung co
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bac anh em cung thudng thuec :
To vi-bang mdt vu thé :

Tinh Soc-Trang. - Tong Nhiéu-Hoa. - Lang Tham-
Don

Vang trat quan 16n Luc-su Soc-Trang “khong c6 s6”
dé ngay 22 Mai 1933, nén hoi sém mai ngay 31 Mai
1933, t61 1a Htra Xe, huong chu lang Tham-Do6n (Soc-
Trang) c6 dat hai dang 1a tién cao Pao Khuong va bi cdo
Duong Lat, ca hai déu ¢ lang Tham-Pén dén tai chua
Cao-Mién Prasath-kong, noi trudc miéu 6ng Ta va co
mit S3i ca Son Om, chu chuia ching kién. Lic sam du
1& vat theo phép thi c6 mdt cap bong, mdt cai chom va
nhang dén, roi thi tén Pao Khuong tién cdo dung ngay
ban trong miéu 1én nhang dén, lay va thé rang : «Toi
thiét c6 cho tén Duong Lat vay bac 1.000 dong (mudi
tam gidy cent) hoi nim mo6-mi-1930 - phai chiu 250
dong bac 101, qua téi noi thang hai 1931 c6 tra cho toi
duoc 100 dong, nén con phai thiéu t6i von 1oi 1a 1.150
dong, néu toi thé gian doi thi téi phai chét.» Sau khi noi
may 101 thé roi tén Pao Khuong van bit ¢6 1 con ga,
nat huyét 1 cai roi liéng xa. Duong Lat chua vira 1ong
ding ra kéu nai. T6i 1a huong chu maé1 lugm duge con
ga ay lai mot 1an nita cho Pao Khuong udng huyét va
né néi ga nay phai dén bao cing kiép ngudi nao gian.
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Luc hién tai, c6 mat hai dang ti€én céo va bi cao, to1
v6i sdi ca chu chua dong nghe cac 10i thé va cac 18
vat da sam du diéu theo phép va khi thé xong thi ciing
khong ai ra nai rang con so sot su chi hét. Nén chiing toi
dong dung lap to nay ky tén du co cung dén cau chimg
lam chéc va cac cudc dd méan viée hdi 9 gi0 sém mai.

Tham-DPon le 31 Mai 1931.

Tién cdo : Pao Khuong (signé)
Bi cdo : Duong Lat (signe)

Nay to vi-bang

Huong chu : Hira Xe (signé)

Sai ca chu chua : Son Om (signé)

T6i doc k¥ to vi bang mot lan nita, va giut minh vi 161
hanh van nham lang xa Viét viét khong hon. Chinh chua
Prasath-kong nay t6i lic nhé c6 dén hanh huong mot
lan. Nguoi Viét ta goi 1a chuia Tac-Gong, bon bé thanh
u, phai canh tu hanh lam. Tbi timg muc kich nhiéu buoi
thé nhu vay khi cha bac va con vay khong dong ¥ vé sd
bac con thiéu v.v. Su linh ung co ai chét theo ga bi van
co chua thi toi chua thay, duy lic d6 mdi lan co viée
khuc mac thi toa Phap thuong trat vé lang day 1ap cudc
thé trudc chiia Mién roi méi ra phan linh. Nguoi nao
khong dam vin co ga thi ké nhu that kién.
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T6i timg thay miat 6ng sii ca chua Tac-Gong, ¢o 18 1a
vi tru tri trude 6ng Son Om, va khi toi biét thi ong da
cao nién lam, c6 ngudi nodi dng duge mot trim tudi, don
rang ong nghe duoc tiéng chim, biét vi lai qua khu, va
ong c6 sic phong cua Mién-vuong trén Nam-Vang.

Nguoi thud d6 goi 6ng 1a “ong luc ca Tac-Gong” va
ong ¢ uy-tin 1lam. Khi 6ng c6 viéc quan, hodc ra cho,
thi c6 bdn trai to khiéng ong trén chiéc vong cap diéu,
c6 dlra cam quat chay theo hau, va di dén dau, nguoi
Mién gia tré 16n bé, nam phy 3o au déu mop lay ludn
ca nguo1 minh ¢ soc cling mop theo to vé kinh trong vo
cung. Nguoi Viét gbe Mién thud d6 con mdc mac chat
phac hién nhu dat cuc. Co viéc chi dai sy 1dm, tranh
nhau nhu dam kién no ké trén thi s& dua nhau ra tda xin
phén xir va toa ludn ludn déu pha trat vé lang day bé co
ga nhu da noi hodc thé trude mat Nac Ta (Neack-ta).
Thu¢ ay khong nhu bay gid, ho con tin twong nhiéu noi
su thuong phat cua ngudi khuit mit va cac vi nic-ta
von 14 vi than bon x& caa ho nhu ta cd ong bon canh
thanh hoang noi mdi lang mdi dinh cua ta.

Ong Phat (Preah) chi chirmg minh sy lam lanh lanh
dit. Vé nhiing viéc nho, nhu viéc gia dao, viéc riéng tu,
thi ho cau ké noi Nac-Ta nhu ta ciing véi 6ng Pia hay
Tho-Pia. Nguoi Viét ta goi tat 1a ong Ta, miéu ong Ta,
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Neack-ta co nhiéu cap bac, va trong cach thd phung ta
thay ngudi Mién khong thiéu 6¢ thuc hanh pha do1 chut
cham biém. Tuy cham biém nhung van tin tuong, ty du:

a) C6 ong Ta-than ma ho tho noi goc giuong, ké chd
tho sat mat dat noi nao toi nhit trong budng ngu. Moi
lan xay dong goi 6ng 1én thi 6ng chuyén mon néi tuc,
nguoi Viét ta dugce du thinh, khong khoi nin cudi. La
nhirt 13 6ng wa khai té nhitng gi ma vo chong gidu giém
va biét riéng vo1 nhau. Cé khui ra ¢6 ndéi huych tet ra,
va néu qua dung phong phoc thi ho méi chiu tin va
hoé1 thém viéc nha; béng néi mo & ham hd thi ho cho
thang va ché “lén dong gia, 1én dong khong thiét.” Vi
ta-than nay khong 1d c6 dong mon ddng phai voi may
dam-than ngoai Bac thud xua kia ching, nhung t6i c6
du kién mot 1an rdi thi cling la l1a that. Ho cung vi than
nay toan nhing thtrc an khac thuong, khong ké nhu thit
dau heo ludc thi con co thé 1a ngon néu c6 nude cham
cho trang cach, nhung ho van cing nhiéu thic khong
con goi do an dugc nita, ty du tinh-khi, huyét do dan
ba (khong c6 thi thay thé bang mau g tuoi). Khi ciing
than nay, mon an khong dé nguyén, nhu banh thi cat xé
ra, ga thi xé chit roi, chudi thi khong dé nguyén nai ma
phai an b6t di vai trai, vi vat nao dé nguyén than so c6
tra thudc ddc, nén phai an trude cho than viing bung.
Va lai ho chat van 6ng toan nhirng viéc kin trong phong
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the (ty du ngudi dan 6ng thi hoi 6ng Ta lac di vang co ai
nam chung trén giwdng voi vo minh khong, hodc dan ba
thi hoi c6 ai xAm nhap vao budng riéng ctia minh ching,
v.v.). Cang la thém nira 12 budi xua tai Soc-Trang lam
gi c6 kiém duyét, con viéc hoi han cau ké véi Than
ma dung ngon ngir thanh bai thi hong toet, trai lai phai
dung nhitng danh tir séng suwong nhung thiét thuc : dn
no6i an, ia néi ia (ndi “y” hay “ia” thi than khong tra 1oi,
ngu thi phai néi ngt than mdi hiéu, cat ma noi trd ra
phan, phan thi than lic dau khong dap lai, nhut 13 dén
cai “khoai thr ba” thi can phai néi chanh danh, néu noi
mi ndi tré, ndi chung quanh thi than nhau mot hép ruou
trang roi thang... T6i hoi sao ky cuc vay, thi ho tra 161 co
1& vi ta-than nay kiép truéc von 13 nd-dich ha-tién nén
dung tiéng tuc da quen.

b) C6 vi than Neack-ta khac thi chuyén viéc ciru cap
nguoi bi ran doc can, v.v. Pdi véi vi Neack-ta nﬁy thi
ngudi dé-tir 1a ong thay ran phai giit ba 10i thé doc, néu
giit dugc thi nghé phép sé con hoai va con hiéu nghiém,
bang nhu pham mot trong ba diéu kia thi ding trong
mong gi dugc “To dai”. Ba 10 thé 4y 1a :

1) Phai chiu nghéo suét doi va khong dugce loi dung
nghé “ctiru nhon dg thé” nay ma truc loi, lam giau nguoi
bi ran can khi chita lanh ta on mén nao cling khong
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duoc nhan, diu mot dong xu nho cling khong duogc 1ay;

2) Khong dugc thira dip nguoi bi ngat ngheo ma do
tro dam 6 con bénh;

3) Khong duoc nhan 18 vat khi c6 ngudi dén rude bat
ky dudi hinh thirc nao, va muon cho T6 mau nhap va
tri co ket qua, thi nguoi di rude thay phai choc cho To
gian.

Dicu thtr ba nay 1a khé thyc hanh nhat. Thué nay
nguoi ¢o viée di rude thay, 1& dang phai nho nhoi 18
phép madi phai, dang nay nguot Mién khi ¢ viéc di
rude thay ran thi phai dung cach tho bao budc vao cira
1a 16n tiéng chtri cha mang me 6ng thay, choc tic 6ng
thay cho dén khi nao 130 no khi xung thién, than thé run
chuyén, cip mat dé6 nhu mau muodn trao ra, d6 1a To da
nhap va nhu vay di tri maéi 1a hiéu nghiém. Xét ra co
1€ day la nghé hoc lai cua bon phu-thuy An-DPo Fakir,
hodc ctia mén phai “khat thuc” tirc 1a cua cac nguoi tu
hanh xa than thi mang, khong duoc c¢6 cua va phai di an
xin cho ding nghia hai chit “khat thyc”. Bang ching su
thi mang 1a ho lya nghé rat nguy hiém 1a di bat ran trr
bt dé cru nhon do thé, va chita bénh ma khong duoc
thu nhén 18 vat tién bac. To6i c6 chimg kién mot lan va
dén nay ciling con khong hiéu vi sao cai tai ciia may
ong thay ran nay qua bi mat diu ngay nay khoa hoc di
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tran dong ma van cat nghia chua thong. Lan ay t6i di
gop lua rudng tai canh dong Bung Sa-Mo, thudc lang
Hoa-Tu, tinh Soc-Trang. Co anh “tang-khao” (cai xép
coi viéc rudng) ciing di véi toi dé coi viée bién chép
va mot dira nhé d6 muoi 1am mudi sau tudi dé sai vit.
Anh tang-khao ndy 1a mot ngudi Mién vam v3, vira
trong nom cac ta-dién vira 1a mot bom nhau chiéng va
mot tay nau thit rimg thién nghé. Nghé riéng khac nira
khoi néi doé 1a “tho ky riéng va bi-thu” cua to1, con gai
nha ai va cling biét va va biét trudc nhitng gi toi thém
muén khi tudi ndy b6t di ba chuc. Lic 4y laa chin nam
sat rudng, c6 chd nude con xap xap, va chung quanh
mot mau vang luom mut tan chon troi, lua no hot cho
con git miéng hat ngau ngao tay cit lua ctia mot budi
thanh thoi nha nha no 4m... Ba thay tro di dén mot bo
mau cao c¢6 moc con xanh va nudc 18 dé dudi chan bo
chd sau chd can. Anh tang-khao di dén d6, bdng dung
chon lai, miéng cudi duyén vira néi vua ra linh : “Thua
giwong tu (vi toi 1a em ré cha dién), chd nay t6i chac c6
mot hang ran ho, vay giuong vé trude di, tui o lai bat nd
dem vé giwong nhau choi”. Ti tha lin Vé dén trai chua
kip thay 40 thi thay tang -khao 16t tot v&, tay xach hai
con ran den mun, to bang bap tay t6i, quin quai thing
thang thidy ma lanh minh, va ciing lanh minh that vi trén
lung tang-khao anh dang cdng thang em ban ndy, vi lic
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cic va ham qua nén tho tay vao hang quo mo thé nao
bi ran hd cin dén sdi bot cap, nuéc bot nhéu nhio déy
hai bén ma trong rat thwong tim. Tang-khao vo trai, lai
gan bén bd van, hai tay khong budng hai con ran, lua
thé dé cho thang nho nam xudng, mé mé thiép thiép.
Toi thay vay, khiép so qua, bung thi trong bira nhau
vi vao thit hai con ran den mun nay chac 1a bo lim,
ma cling nhat gan s¢ mac nhon mang, nén vira gia b
rdy trach anh cdp rang tang-khao, vira hdi thuc vo xom
trong kiém thay diéu tri. Nhung toi la t6i noi gi ciing
mac, anh tﬁng—khao ra sau nhot ran roi tré ra mit lanh
nhu dong, hai tay van thudc d6t hut phi pha tinh bo,
miéng n6i nho nho : “Giuong dé d6 cho t6i ma”. Roi tro
v6 1ay noi 16n bat nudce 1am ran, y nhu khong c6 viee gi
X4y ra, ngoai nay trén bd van thing nho nam soéi dom
mac k¢. To1 cang thém s¢ va thém tuc, ¥ mudn lai van
hong tén tang-khao ndy méi dd gian, vi c6 1y ddu em
rudt minh bi ran cén s6i bot mdm, ma minh n& dé vay di
thui ran chat nghe cop cbp roi bo thit ran 1én chao xao
nau diém nhién nhu vay duogc. Tiéng ctia cai “xang” (v
dé xa0) khua vao chao nghe teng teng cang lam cho toi
kho chiu. Luc d6 téi moi biét toi 1a thang khiép nhuoc.
Nghe tiéng xang khua toi cang rd cai mat gia doi cta
to1. To1 dang so méc nhon mang nhu vay lai cling s¢
mat mot bita com thinh soan “thit ran dé nguyén da niu
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ca-ri”, an lai rai nhau ba-xi-dé. Toi dang ban loan tri 6c
chua biét phai 1am sao, té ra ngoai mat tang-khao lam
thinh nhung d3 sai vo 1a mot chi mém loa mép giai, di
truc thdy ran trong xom cung vé, hai ngudi dang lom
xom v cira trai. Vao dén bén trong, tén thay chao so
t6i roi lai g?m bo van liée théng nho mot liée so sai doan
trd ra ctra lay ba xi dé gidu trong cy du dem vo dit 1én
ban... T6i nong rudt giy dau cu chuyén :

- Thay lam on ctru n6 gium. Toi thuong nd ldm, sai
gi dugc ndy. N6 manh thi on thay t61 khong ddm quén.

T6i nghe thay tra 1o mot cau tiéng Mién t6i hiéu
duoc la : “Bat luc, manh ?iy te” (Bém luc, khong sao
dau). Thay t6n toi 1én dén chtrc “luc”. Roi thay bo toi
dtng d6 voi thang nho nam trén van, thay xudéng bép
tram véi tﬁng-khao mot doc tiéng Mién, dai khai tiéng
mat tiéng con, t6i hiéu 1a : “Phai c6 6t mdi ngon. Nha
tao co cay ot hiém. Mﬁy nau thit rin ma thiéu 6t, dé
tao vé tao lay da”. Toi dung trén nay, nghe lam vay noi
xung, bay lau c6 bao nhiéu tiéng Mién toi x0 ra hét, toi
vang tuc doi bo budi com, bo ca thay cong viée, xudng
ghe vé 1ap tuc trén nha, “chd khong & chung mot gidy
mot phut voi bon sat nhon ac dic nhu bon bay”. (Su
that t6i lic d6 dbi qua mat khon va trong ¥ chi mudn rat
du ém dé khoi mac nhon mang thang nhé). Téi vira noi
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chua dut cau, bong thay 140 thay ran rung minh, té ra
ndy gid va chd cau xoc dy. Thoat tién, va budc lai bén
bd van, moc trong day nit da ra mot cuc thudc mbe moc
den den, dua cho vo téng—khao din mai cuc thude trong
ruou tring dé ngon nip khap, xong rdi va liy rugu sét-
sét ay nhdi véi mot cay co la lac lui dui ay toi quén hoi
tén va cho dén nay ciing khong nhd rd d6 1a ¢o gi, nhoi
xong va cay miéng thang nho, nhét thuc vao d6 thém
mot hép rugu va ép thang nho nudt.

Trong khi 4 ay 130 thay ldy mot cay | dén sap méi, moi
Itra cho chay roi 14y cay dén c6 ngon ay quo qua quo lai
trude mit thang nho, vira quo vira doc 1am rAm mot cau
than chd c6 ca c6 ké nghe rit ém tai, doan 130 théy chup
chung ruou ndc sach ngdm vao miéng va phun ngay
mit thang nho. Ciy dén sap ldo thay chan ngay giot
ruQu phun vira tét nghe mot cai “x¢o0”, thi la qua thang
nho 16m com ngdi day y nhu vira ngti mot giac say, roi
dé ca nha rdn rip don chdo moi té1 an, chu té hy hung
nhu khong c6 viéc gi xay ra... Toi vira hip chao, chao
htp té1 dau ngot to1 do ngon la ngon lung, trong bung
to1 suy nghi lung tung :

- Tai sao t6i 1a chu dién co6 hoc thire, xuét than truong
Tay c6 bang cap cua chanh phu ban cho, thé ma dot dia
du dot dia ly, thua xa thang tang-khao vo hoc, no liéc
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so bo mau co cay ¢é moc thé nao, ro1 biét co ran lam
hang ?

- Tai sao than-chd, ruou tréng va vai thtr co quén, thé
ma ctru dugc mdt nguoi bi ran cin dang s61 bot mép ?
C6 than luc gi gitp ma tén binh chdi ddy ngdi hup chao
ngon lanh va an thit lai con vat thu da toan cudép mang
minh béng mét chat noc doc bi hiém cho dén nay khoa
hoc chua kham pha cung tan ?

- Tai sao thay ran, nghéo va vi tha thi nghé con hiéu
nghiém; bang nhu sanh long tham, muu cau duc 1o1 thi
vong mang bi ran can chét co ngay ?

Trong bita tiéc, anh thay ran c6 cat nghia so rang anh
chan cho hoan dai khi ndy 1a mot ké duc binh choc toi
gian, chui raa cho T6 mau nhap. Anh con méc hong dan
thang nho bi ran can ding cam on anh ma phai cam on
t61 vi toi chui tiéng Mién gioi qua chirng ching.

Tré lai van dé Neack-ta, c6 mét vi thi ba 13 cac ong
c6 miéu thd noi mdi ngd tu ngd ba duong cai, - trach
nhiém va dia vi ciia may 6ng nay gan nhu tho-dia cia
ta. T6i con nhd trong mot budi 1én ddng trong mot sdc
no ¢ Soc-Trang, t61 c6 hoi 6ng Ta dang lén mot cau
nhu vay : “Néu 6ng linh tmg, tai sao dng khong bé co
may thing Tay doc 4c, ong lai danh 1ong hai con hai
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chau von cing 6ng mot gibng mot dong ?”. Pap rang :
“Tai T4y n6 co di giay, n6 khong di chan dudi dat, nén
khong lam gi ching n6 dugc ! Tay la manh, thugc bon
chién thang. Luc song da thua chung nén nay chét roi
van con so oai n6 nén khong hai noé dugc”. “Va lai”, vi
Ta lén dong tiép, “ké nao c6 toi thi toi mdi bat dau 6m
dé trimg phat, nhitng ngudi ngay thang cang truc toi
nao dam ro 1” “Ta bat cam chanh” 13 vay. To6i con hoi
nita nhung Ta da thang.

Mot sy trang khac chimg to Neack-ta chang qua 1a
luong tam, 13 ¥ tuong vé thién ac ciia mdi con nguoi.
Tuong truyén c6 mot lang no & gan giap gidi Mién-Viét,
cling khong rd at thudc Ha-Tién hay Chau-Ddc, ngay
xua ¢c6 mot vi Ta rat linh, noi trude cira miéu co bay la
liét nhitng vong vang ca-ra bong tai bang vang that va
v sb bac tring, bac that chd khong phai tién gidy, tién
ma, vi do cac thién nam tin nit cau Ta duogc viée va dap
dén nhu thé. Nhitng dong bac 4y gd nghe tiéng bon bon
khong diéc va nhitng vong vang dy dé do6 thang nay qua
nam kia van khong den khong 6, tirc dd 1am dong 1ong
tham cua thiéu chi nguoi trong x6m, nhung khong mot
thang trom thang diém nao dam mo tay lay 1én cua Ta
mot déng bac hay mdt mon vang nhd nao, vi mé dén 1a
tire thoi Ta bé o moc hong gidy chét sic mili sic mom
chét khong kip tréi chdi khong vira. Lau ngay tich ty, ai
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di ngang thay cta ciing ngdt va cang dé tam s Ta qua
linh thiéng md&i dugce vay.

Bdong mot hom Ta dap dong din ba tanh cam triét dé
Ba Tau khéng duoc dén dat coa Ta cai tri. Ly do linh
cam nay, Ta 1én dong thuat lai nhu sau. S6 14 mot bita
no c6 mot tén chéc khach lai trerdc mat ban tho thép
nhang moi Ta giai budn, bang cach no luc lic cho Ta
dat; khong ngd né lam hot gia an gian, né thau doat
hét bac vang tién cia Ta ma Ta khong lam gi nd dugc.
Ban dau n(') danh that tha, an thi n6 hot vira, thua thi no
chung du 6. Ta thay Vu1 tudng that, té ra sau do no thira
dip Ta so y né trdo moi gian nod trao hot, nay Ta tham
mat gian lay hét thay chéc khach tir thang thim cin co
dé trong x{r t6i thang xung-tig (son dong) bén Tau
mdi qua.

- Bon bay tinh coi, 101 Ta ndi, n6 ban dau léy hai
déng bac trong miéu dit danh mot cra nao do, goi danh
gitm cho T4, r6i né lac hot. Ra dung cira ay, Ta tring,
tie thi nd chung vén 10 1a tdm dong bac (hai déng von
va sau dong 10i, vi mot dong an ba). Ta cling ham nén

99 ¢¢

17 Xung-timg dich ra 1 “son dong” “thang déng-nhi & nti méi
dén” cling nhu “thon danh” 1a “Pudng-nhan” tirc ngudi nudc
Dai buong mdi qua. Hai danh tir nay ngudi Tau dung luc trudce
dé xung tén nhu vay va nay it dung, hoic ho dung véi nhau nén
it nguoi biét.
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tin n6 r6i no loi dung long tin ay an sach tién cua vang
bac cua Ta ma Ta khong trach n6 dugc vi luat co bac la
vay. Ta twong no choi that tha, nay Ta biét dugc thi nd
d3 cao bay xa chay. Ta khong sao bat hon no dugc, nén
nay can dan bon bay trong vung ran chan duong dung
cho thang Tau nao khac budc chon dén, khong thi Ta
khong yén véi ching.

To1 tudng day la chuyén khoi hai, nhung theo 101
ngudi ban Mién da thuat voi tdi, y van dinh ninh ngdi
miéu nay trude day co that va va co dén may lan. Anh
ban Mién tiép rang diu Neack-ta ciing van ham vui va
cudc bai bac kia qua co6 xay ra. Ttrc cuo1 anh diém Chéc
nao doé khéo danh don tam ly bay ra cudc dé bac gian
1an vét hét tién ciia Ta ma Ta khong dam dung dén chin
16ng, Ta nhé ba thang tin-d6 Tho tho ngay Ta an hiép
bat d¢on khong cho Ba Tau lai vang. Ta hdm vin hong
ngudi ban xur, nhung chéc van kéo téi cang ngay cang
dong.

Khong phai Neack-ta ndo cling déu chanh truc. Lai
cO vi Ta chuyén gitp bon c¢o ta tam : bo bua cho gai mé,
gilp nguoi co bac thém van do, va hai nguot vo cd sanh
dau 6m binh hoan, hé duoc cung kiéng, vi hé c6 cung
thi Ta c6 loi vi dugc ¢ nguoi thd vai, ma bén thay ciing
thay bua ciing nho oai Ta ma c6 x6i che, dau heo ludc
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va rugu trang nguyén chai.

Viét dén day to61 nhd lai mot chuyén cli xay ra vao
nam 1926. Nam éy t6i ra lam viéc r6i, 1am tho ky noi
Truong May, nay 1a truong co khi Huynh-Thic-Khang.
Luc ay toi dang 1am ré rap ranh cudi con gai riéng ba
Phan Kinh, va mudn cho bén vo chua cudi phuc tai
biét tiéng Mién, nén toi theo gia dinh ndy xubng tin
Xa-Toén (Tri-Ton, Chau-Péc) rude mot 1do thiy ngai
Mién 1én nudi trong nha dé 1do v& bua 1am phép. Theo
101 130 néi, khi c6 bua nay giat tai o trén, thi ndi gi ai
cling mé, mudn gi ai ciing cho. Va d6 dung 13 s& cau s
nguyén ctia gia dinh nay, vi thua cd bac qua, dinh vay
bac Cha xa-tri (chetty) va phai c6 bua nhu vady méi noi
xiéu long thang Cha, hau vay duoc nhiéu hon moi khi.
Chuoc bua, chudc ngai, toé1 da c6 nhung tay : hu chua ?

T6i khong néi vi sao gia dinh nay 1a mot gia dinh tan
tién, “hét strc van minh” thé ma phai dung mot chudc
cua thir dan lac hau “bo bua vay bac”. P6 1a chuyén
khac, t61 s€ ndi sau. To1 nay chi ndi vi mudn ¢ vo dep,
t61 da xin phép nghi viéc mot tuan dé di rude thay bua
Xa-Tén. Rude dugce thay roi dem 1én Sai-Gon, dé nuoi
trong nha dai dang mot buc voi chu, an cao luf(mg my
Vi, nam giuong Hong kong c6 ném ém mung trang. Lo
bat 6ng nhac sau nay cua téi mua cho dugc nudc hoa dat
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tién thir chanh hiéu Coty ché tai Paris, dem nguyén chai
vé cho 140 v6 budng 1am phép. Lao thu phu niém chi va
cting to cua ldo thé nao va doi cho duoc mdi ngay mot
g6i hai chyc diéu thudc thom Craven A, ruou trang, hoa
tuoi, khong sot bita nao; riéng phan ldo ga vit tom cang
phai nhay soi s6i va trua chiéu hai ly 16n khai vi rugu
rhum Saint-James udéng v&i nudc Perrier sui bot moi
nghe. Cang nhu cang trang htimg nhu himg hoa, thé ma
chai ddu thom ctia 130 1am phép van vo hiéu nghiém.
Tbn cho 130 bac ngan thau dugc mdt chai dau nho, léy
d6 thoa moi c6 nong dot rat rat thi cd, ma khong thiy
thém duyén chut ndo va Cha xa-tri vin khong nghe. Hét
sttc thoa moi néi khong linh tg, roi day qua ké khac.

Trude khi vé xt, thay & lai vai ngay din thoa sin dau
thom trong 1ong ban tay, dén nha Cha, lam bd dua gion
vO1 nd, thura dip thoa trén toc no6 thi nd s€ mé lién. Ac
hai thay thang Cha nay so6i, dau tron nhu gao dira, c6
1& vi d6 dau khong chd bam, nan ni cach may né ciing
tro tro. Thét roi chiu phép, dua thay it trim, tong khar
thay ngai Mién vé Xa-Tén cho d& ton com tén ruou.
Nhung trude khi cho vé, ép thay biéu dién vai bua phép
cho dang dong tién va nho vay t6i muc kich duoc phép
gong chém khong dut thit. Khong phai chi c6 mot minh
t6i dy kién ma c6 ngudi s& ngd toi bi l3o thdy nay am
thi. C6 nhiéu nguoi cung thay 13o thay khoe c6 gong, va
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khi gong roi 140 s& 1ay dao phay tu chit vao bap thit ma
thit khong dut. Trong s6 ngudi ching kién, ¢6 nhiéu nha
tai mat nay da tén ghi sir sach, d6 1a 6ng Duong-vin-
Gido, luat-su, cau vo cli nay da xa nhau, va ba Andrée
Violis, mdt nit van-si Phap ua binh vuc ké yéu, va ca
hai ltc 4y déu chdng chanh phu thuc dan Phép ra mit.
Lo thay khi nghe bon ndy mudn xem biéu dién, 130
du du tra 101 rang thay chuyen mon lam ngdi mé ngai
thuong, nay muon xem phép gong thi hay trao cay dao
phay cho thay ctng to va xin phép trude vi nghe gong,
khi xuét ky bt y thi hitu hiéu hoa may, nay ldy ra lam
tro thi phai xin t6 cho phép cai d. Va ldo din bon nay
hom sau s€ nhom tai nha 6ng via t61 y nhu hom nay va
phai nhé gitt minh cho tinh khiét kéo 6 ué, toi 1y dén
thay ! Thay dan mua cho thay vai géi kim may thr con
tinh hao, ludn dip ngay mai thay nuét kim v6 bung cho
xem. Toi 1anh viéc mua kim va trude tién t6i xudng bép
1y con dao phay goi thay nhu 101 thay din. Bita sau, té
tuu du mat, 1ao thﬁy Mién léy mot ly nudc lanh we mdt
hoi goi 14 «rtra rudty, doan ldo 14y may goi kim boc dé
trén ban tay, roi chum kim tir chum bé vao miéng nhai
nghe réu réu y nhu ta nhai xuong ga xuong vit, ca thay
xem déu théy lanh minh. Nhai roi rot mot ly nuéce lanh,
doc than cht lam ram r6i uéng nude ay vao khong con
mot giot. Viéc to1 ndi ndy gio nghe lau hodc, su that
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thay 1am le nhu chép va trude mat moi nguoi, thap muc
so thi déu chimg kién, chd khong phai mot minh toi
ma goi bi thdy ma con mat. Gidy phut sau thay dua bap
tay bap chudi, dua con chudt ctia hai canh tay cho quan
khach s& md, qua chinh t61 khi bop “con chuot” tay mat
qua nghe nhu c6 nhiéu cay kim chay qua chay lai trong
thd thit, may nguoi kia ai bop thir déu c6 cam giac nhu
thé, va dén khi thay bop nin 1ay cho chiing t6i xem thi
r0 rang miii kim trong thit 101 ra khéi da theo chan I6ng,
thay nho kim ra nhu ta nho gai ddm ma khong thay thay
dau dén chi ca. Tat ca quan khach déu khen am ring
c6 phép la, rang khong ai bi thdy 4m anh hay ma con
mat. Duy dudng nhu ba Andrée Violis va trang-su Giao
déu ngd nhau to vé hoai nghi nhung khong nd noi ra s
mich 1ong thay.

Tro lai phép bua mé vay tién khong linh tng va viéc
tén Cha xa-tri bji xtc dau thom khong tdn tién mua va
van khong cho vay xu nhé xu 16n nao, khi y t6i nghe
méy chu béc t6i tram tiéng Tay véi nhau xi-x0, ké cho
rang * ‘g1d”, ngu’0’1 khac n6i1 o 1a ta thuat di doan, nhung
tiéng dung nhét 13 “truqué” do 6ng Gido nodi v4i ba
Violis. Khi thay lui vo phong rdi, 1ay con dao phay ra
xem lai thi thay 130 thay Xa-Tdon d3 ca cai ludi phang
Iy nhu con dao ctin mon cua tré con choi, dau biét cling
18 61, dAu gian thi nudi thay ciing dd map, mai nay thay
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dang son tré vé nai Tri-Tén luyén phép, diu sao thay
cling da qua mat dugc hai nha 1ao luyén, hai nha cach
mang tién boi D.V.G va ba A.V dugc roi.

Bua thu da trau. - Lai c6 thtr bua thu lam cho da trau
biét thau nho va teo lai bang con rudi rdi bay vo bung
ngudinao bi thu, khi nguoi Ay 1am sai 101 thé hoic khong
giir 101 giao ude, khi ay thay 1am phép khién da trau no
banh ra 16n tré nén binh “cd truéng” hodc cod nguoi
khi chét dem thay ra thiéu thay mot chum toc rdi trong
bung. Co ¢b gai da co chong dudng hoang lai bé chong
theo thang trai x4u xi, c6 ngudi thi chong chét dé gia
tai lai, néu mudn tai gia khong thiéu chi ngudi lai danh
b6 hét cua tién nuoi thang duc khong dang mit xach
gidy, nhitng ngudi ay déu bi buia mé va ngai thuong ctia
hai tén trai y. C6 khi ho thu phu phép khién dang lanh
manh bong dau binh dm o gy mon, chay thudc chay
thay khong dat, bdng duoc tin tim tén thay bo bua, né
ldy bua ra thi binh dut ngay, v.v... Nhitng viéc huyén
hoic Ay ngay nay nghe ké lai van it ai khimg tin, nhung
nim ba muoi nim vé trude tai tinh Soc-Tring, trong
gidi nguoi Mién déu dinh ninh 14 ¢6 that va do cac phap
su luyén Thién-linh-cai.
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Thién-linh-cai. - Thud d6 c6 nhiéu thay ké tu trén Ta-
Lon (Phnom Kuleng, trén Cam-bu-chia), ké hoc dao
noi That-Son Bay Nui miét Chau-Péc, phan nhiéu déu
c6 phép thuat cao cudng, tét hon 13 nén xa lanh ho hon
1a khinh dé ho#c choc ho giin ma sanh tai hoa c6 ngay.
Ho c¢6 thién-linh-cai. - Thién-linh-c4i, c6 thi 1a dau 1au
(cai 1a du, 1ong, hiéu rong 1a dau) nguoi con gai chét
con long trinh, hodc cai so kho ciia mot thiéu phu chét
vi bao binh, dé non chét siy, bon phu thuy ddo ma cat
dau 1au dem vé luyén phép; Thién-linh-cai khac nira 1a
cai bao thai dtra tré, bat luan trai hodc gai, vira dugc ba
bbn thang con nam trong bung me, va vi ngudi me qué
ngay tho, trét lam vo tén thay phu thiy cho dén tho thai,
roi bita no nd mon tron gia yéu duong “mot hai doi xin
dtra con trong bung kia cho dugc”. Nguoi dan ba nhe
1ong tra 161 “Ua thi cho ! Con minh chd con ai!”. Thé 1a
nguoi dan ba Ay tu kéu an tir hinh cho minh ma khéng
deé, vi phép luyén thién-linh-cai ndy phai co su ung
thuan cia nguoi me, va mdt ngay nao do6 dung gio dung
luc, tén phu thuy tham doc gat vo 1€n nai vo rung, tréi
tay mo bung lay “dtra con da cho nd” ra, luyén phép.
N6 dem vé phoi kho tim thudc, di dau ciing giat bén
minh, va con ma chét yéu 4y linh 1am, dudng nhu theo
101 don ndm xua tén cudp khét tiéng trén Bién H6, danh
goi Pon-Hung-Tin, c6 luyén thtr ma ndy, va cho dén
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khi pham tdi va hét linh, Pon-Hung-Tin may nim lam
mua lam gié miét Bién H6 va Hau-Giang, khong co bot
nao bat dugc vi con ma méch tin trude cho nd, va ngudi
ta d6n Hung-Tin biét dén phép tang hinh. '8

18 Chuyén tudng cudp Pon-Hung-Tin 1a ¢6 that. Chuyén ly ky
kho ta, e viét nhiéu lam lac dé nén t6i xin tom tit ndi chuyén toi
dugc ching kién. Nam 1928 toi d6i vé lam tho ky quyén coi do
phat mai tai tinh Sa-Péc, vi tinh nhd nén khong c6 toa an va s¢
phu-dé (fourriére) thudc toi coi soc. Ong Phan Phai, nguoi trude
t6i, khi doi di, co giao lai cho t6i mot ho so va mot chiéc ghe
ca-vom neo ngoai mé song phia Vong Thoan, din phai ban dau
gia, 1y tién nhap kho, vi chiéc ghe nay 1a ghe hoang trdi tir hat
Mg§-Tho tap vao hat Sa-Péc, nén Sa-Déc tron quyén phat mai.
Ong Phan Phai dinh gia chiéc ghe mot trim nam chuc bac
(150$00) rao ban may lan ma khong c6 ngudi mua, quan tham
bién chu tinh can nhan mai. Pén luot t6i, may qua dén ngay
ban, ¢4 nguoi tra 1én hai trim bac (200$00) va mua dugc chiéc
ghe ca-vom troi giat, chéo di mat tich. Toi rat ming vi moi doi
lai ma 1ap duoc chiit cong dem tién vao kho. Viéc ngudi ngoai
khong con ai nhéc nira, bong nira nim sau, nhon an tiéc nha
thay cai Kinh ¢ Tan-Qui-Tay, giira tiéc c6 nguoi noéi nho toi
nghe duoc thi chiéc ghe ca-vom kia von ctia Pon-Hung-Tin bi
ban chet trén dia phan My-Tho, ghe troi vé Sa-Déc, may thang
nay co tén Pho dang hoi tham tim ghe chudc lai ma khong ra
manh mdi. T6i nin thinh dén ngay nay méi viét bai ndy vi nghe
dau chiéc ghe c6 hai day va chira trong day kin rat nhiéu vang
bac nang tram nén tén Pho dang ra cong tim mai. T61 mung cho
t6i khong toc mach xem chiéc ghe, vi néu thiy déng long tham
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Ngay nay xét lai, ta da it nghe nhitng chuyén mé tin
rung ron nhu vay, nhung t6i dam chac nhiing tuc di
doan nay thé nao ciing ton tai khong nhiéu thi it cac noi
héo lanh trén rimg Cao-Mién-Thuong, hodc dudi dau
ganh cudi bii ving Ca-Mau, hodc noi cic soc xa Bac-
Liéu, Soc-Trang. Mot bang chimg toi biét chic 1a 16i
nam 1946/47, trong dam linh bat-ty-zan da den & Soc-
Tring, theo dém &n tan, theo linh Tay giét hai dong bao
Mién-Viét, co tén cai no trudc cd lam huong quan, ac
hét strc n6i va giét nguodi nhu dn com bita. Chinh miéng
n6 khoe tai mot quan nudc & nga tu duong Dai-Ngai
tinh Soc, rang nd c¢6 mot chai keo dung ddy mat song
ctia nhirng nguoi nd da ha tha trong budi hanh quan va
cho khi ndao né dém du mot trim cai mat ngudi trong
keo, no s& 1én nui tim thay luyén Thién-linh-cai va s&
dung “mat du s traim” nay lam thudc “trudng sanh bat
tu”. Cling may sao tén sat nhon ngoai vong phap luat
ay da chét. N6 chét trong mot dém say nhu tir, nd nam
trén mui ghe réi nga quén réi lan dung xubng song cai,
thay vi an mat nguoi dé song trim nim nd da 1am moi
cho miéng c4. Sat nhon thi dén toi, 18 troi chi cong. Tén
Tho 4c doc nay tén Keo. Khi nd chét trong keo c6 hon
40 tra1 mat.

e ngay nay khong thong tha ngdi viét sach.
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Soi toc hda ma. - Viéc nay toi khong biét ¢ that cling
chang, nhung ngudi ban Mién da thuat cho t61 nghe cac
chuyén nhu trén ¢6 néi rang con nhiéu ta thuét nira, ty
du bon phu thiy an cap toc ctia phu nit chét treo giau
lai. Khi nao né6 mubén ma hién noi nha nao, né 1én léy
toc Ay gidu nhét hay treo noi cot cai nha 4y. Pém lai
nguorl trong nha s€ nam mo thay cO ngudi treo 1én tuodt
xuodng noi cot va khoc rAm ra rAm rit. Phai tim no va
cho n6 tién bac 1& mé, né lai cung, g& toc 1a hét chuyén.

Nhitng d6 do nhu mau huyét dan ba, bon ching ciing
tim cach ldy dé lam ngai nay ngai no. Toi xin doc gia
xem lai “Cudn s6 tay ctia ngudi choi cdi-ngoan”, bai vé
“ht dyng ngai” va bai “thay Ta-Lon”.

Cau chuyén vé tin ngudng ctia dong bao Viét goc
Mién cho ta thay trong khoang ba bon chuc nim trd lai
day, nhut la tir ndm ddo chanh 1945/46, tam tanh nguoi
Tho & Séc-Tring da tién hoa rat nhiéu. Cac tuc mé tin
d3 bo 1an lan. Nhiing trang thd 6ng ta d dep gan hét.
Pau di bac-si chd khong xay A-Ric nira.

Tro lai to vi bang no1 noi dau bai, té1 thay van viét
vlra gon va sang sua lam. Tudng t61 viét khong hon. Vi
bang c6 nhiéu danh tir nghe la tai, t61 xin giai thich :
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“Chom”. - Ty-dién Mién-Phap “Dictionnaire
Cambodgien-Francais J.B. Bernard (Hong-kong, 1902)
c6 ghi : “chéam” = plat, plateau. Theo toi, “chom” it do
chéam doc trai, va c6 nghia la dia 16n, mam. Mam trai
cdy hoa qua. Néu gip nguoi khac, chic d3 néi “chéam”,
“chom” bién ra “chén” cta ta. Nhung t6i khong dam sa
da.

“Nam mo-mi 1930”. - Nguo1 Mién tinh ngay thang
theo con trang va cling dung am-lich va muoi hai con
giap nhu ta. Tra tu-dién da dan, thi : momé = année de
la chévre. Nam mo-mi 1930, theo lich ta, vira 1a nam
canh-ngo trong mudi mot thang dau, va bude qua thang
chap ta 13 tAin-mui ndm dé, tic année de la chévre roi
vay.

Nhung cling xin dirng tin toi 1am, vi tiéng Mién cia
to1 la tleng mién qué cua xir S6c-Trang, c6 khac chut it
v6i tiéng Mién trén Nam-Vang, khong khac nao tiéng
Viét ta ¢ tiéng kinh cua ngudi ké cho va tiéng qué cua
mdi dia phuong.

Nhu d3 néi, ngdy nay, ngudi Viét goc Mién & Soc-
Trang ciing nhu nhiig ngudi Mién & cac tinh Mién Tay
khac, d3 tién bo rat nhicu. D6 1a nhiing ban t6t rudt ra
ctia nhitng xr gidu tdm c4, mot doi chon chat thiét tha
cui lut Iam an. Khi ta léy gan rudt ma xu vo1 ho thi ho
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phoi gan trai mat ma xi thé tra lai minh. Nhung rai néu
ta choc ho gian thi ho tré nén nong tanh con hon con
hum di bi vi. Bang nhu khi 4y ta biét ¥ dd ngot nhin
16i thi ho tré lai hién nhu “tu diém pham thu” ! Khi hién
nhu But, khi ditr nhu Neack-ta.

Thuat xir thé cua nguoi Viét chung ta d6i véi ngudi
Viét goc Mién, bi quyét nam trong cau d6. Vé “tu diém”,
theo t61 ¢6 hai nghia : tu diém la anh ban mubi 14u, khi
sa co bi nam thop thi “muén gi cling dugc”; nhung theo
mot sach t61 da doc nay quén tén, thi “tu di€ém” 1a mot
con thu rimg c6 dic tinh khi nao bi nguoi lay tay v
nhe vao dau thi né riu riu di theo, bao gi ciing dugc.
Nhung xin dirng hoi toi ¢6 ai thay con thil ndy chua, vi
that tinh toi khong biét va cling chua thay, diu hinh vé
cling chua.

Riéng t6i, t6i van ning tinh cung ngudi Mién tinh
Séc, vi khi viét bai nay t6i chi mudn nhic lai nhiing gi
t61 hiéu biét, va long hing nhd dén chd nhau rin mén
yéu. Chinh t61 mau da pha che, v nuoi t61 lai 1a nguoi
Tho, t6i thich an bo-héc, va da dn com tinh Séc mon
rang. No6i ty himg ma choi, cho dén nay bac-si cam toi
an mudi vi bénh dam bach, nhung t61 dam chic sb mudi
t61 d4 an c6 thé con niang can hon sb gao an cta nhicu
ban tré doc bai nay.
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Trong bai t6i khong néi dén van dé tu chon chinh
theo Phat-gido Mién vi t61 khong ranh. Toi chi 1a ludt
phong but thuat lai nhitng gi toi ting nghe noi vé vai
mon ta-dao, co thé con nhiéu sai sot va mong ngudi cao
minh chi giao. To6i chi hoc ngoai duong ngoai s, it hoc
trong trudng, va chi muén hoc thém.

(viét 1an dau ngay 9-8-1966; viét lai 30-7-1974)
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Nép Song Ciia Ngoai Kiéu Sinh Song Tai
Mién Nam

Phong tuc nguwoi xa-tri

6i da no6i vé chu Ba Tau va anh Mién. Nay xin ¢

mot bai nhd vé anh Bay xa-tri luon thé. Goi 1a
cho du 18. T6i chi mudn tim hiéu thiét tha nhimg nguoi
la dén day lam an chung cha véi chung t6i. Lé thuong
t6i ghét ting boc khong nham 16i nén ciing it chiu khen
ai thira, va trong khi chim ph4 to6 dam vé& phac hoa, néu
¢ nét nao so sot 1a ngoai ¥ mudn, xin biét cho nhau.
Ong ba ching ta chau xua rat ngd nghinh : khong timg
di ra x{r ngoai, ciing chua ga ban di xa, thé ma ba con
du thar, ding 1a “t hai giai huynh-d¢” va phan ra giai
cap that budn cudi : Ong Tay, Cht Chéc... dén luot Cha
den thi than mat hon nén sip vao hang thi tic : Anh
Bay Cha.

Ké vé nguoi da den, von c6 nhiéu dong gidng : ngudi
nao theo dao Ki-t6 dugc sudng mi¢ng hon, vi an tha
clra ndo md heo, bit-tét bo, ra-gu triru con lai bao nhiéu
dong khac phﬁn dong thi ctr kiéng, ctr thit heo cu thit
bo, dn rong rit ca bién chim ga, nhut 13 rat hao ga mai
kéu 0, ma danh tir ho dit 1a «con ga con gai», cling nhu
anh Quang-Dong chuyén mon xyc md nén chi nhéd va
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dat tén «ga mai dauy.

Nghi cho cac ngoai kiéu vo day lam giau rat mau ma
choi gdc minh qud, ngay xua Tay n6 cai tri minh, nén
goi n6 bang “6ng”. i chéc ma con cha ? P xam ma
con thim ? Cha chéc, thim xam, thé 1a thura, nhung da
quen miéng cho quen ludn. Duy tai sao anh Bay ? Xét
ra tuy den nhung ho qua khon : tra ty-dién, «bey» 13
chtrc quan to, si-quan cao cip cua dao binh Hoi-Hoi,
chu hau cii ciia vua nuéc Hoi-giao. Nay nguoi da den
tu phong minh lam cac chirc éy, nén bit minh goi ho la
«anh bay». Thoi thi cling anh bay luon cling khong can
hé gi.

Léy theo danh tor ma luan, chit «java» xua dich la
«qua-oa», nay viét «Cha-va». Lép xua lai c6 nguoi tir
xtr Ha-Chau 1én day, nén dich ra Nom 1a «nguoi mién
dudi», lau ngay cac cd cac ba goi trai la «ngudi binh
dudi», va goi cach nao ciing hiéu do6 1a nguoi da den
nhu ¢t nha chay, chuyén mon cho vay, dat ng, ban vai
nuodi dé ban sira, v.v...

Co6 nguoi goc «malaisy nén goi «map-1€», ro1 «ba-
lap» 101 «ba-lai-duy.

Ngoai ra, tiy theo ddc sac ma dat tén :
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- Cha chép vi dau no chira chops;

- Cha gach mat, vi mat n6 c6 theo co van (dungrala
rach mat, [am cho rach da mat) (sénégalais);

- Cha toc do, vi toc rau nhu rau bap, rau ngo;

- Cha toc quan, Cha nay tho hdt toc ngan nhit vi hot
mai toc van sat ran;

- Cha Chau-Giang, von la ngudi Cham di cu vé mién
Hau-Giang va dong do tai cu-lao “Chau-Giang” ngang
chg Chau-bBoc trén dong song cai;

- Cha hach, day 1a bon nguoi chuyén mon thirc dém
gilr ctra va canh gac hang budn. Nguyén lai ho tir xr
A-Rap dén, nhung vi ong ba ta khong ranh dia du, van
thay danh tanh cua ho déu viét chit Hadj dtng dau, bén
dit luon mot céi tén rat kéu nhung goi rira khong ra, va
doé 1a «hach géc ctran, v.v...

Mot gidng nita 1a ngudi An-Do. Qua day rat lau doi,
phan dong chuyén nghé ban vai, ban lua cach-so-mia
(cachemire). C6 ngudi da tring nhu ngd, in md nhu
Chéc Quang-bong, truy ra ho da theo dao co-ddc,
khong con ton thd Nandin (than bo) va khong kiéng
thit heo. C6 mdt nhoém gitr dao Hoi-Hdi, sém chiéu lay
mat tro1 va ¢ ngoi chua 16n (mosquee) tai duong Thai-
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Lap-Thanh (Sai-Gon). Phan sot lai theo dao Phat va co
chua riéng ¢ duong Truong-Cong-Dinh. Vi than chua
nay thudc phai nit, nén chua nay ciling goi «Chua Bay,
va di ¢6 1an ho dinh muu thinh tuong Phat Ba trén nli
Tay-Ninh rudc vé chia ndy dé du tin do ban xtr thém
dong, nhung muu 4y bat thanh, va tir nim dao chanh
1945 16n xOn tuong Phat Ba Pen trén Tay-Ninh khong
biét vi 1& ndo ciing vang thy hinh trong hang da.

Mot nhém thtr ba tuy it nguoi nhung déu giau co,
va d6 1a nhom Cha xa-tri & duong Ton-That-Thiép. Ho
¢ chua rat 16n, thd mét nit-than nén cling goi “Chua
Ba” (cling nhu c6 mdt nhém thir tu cd chua & duong
Cong-Ly, ciing goi “Chua Ba” nhung khong dd so va
gidu bang chua Ba duong Ton-That-Thiép). Nhimng
nam trudc dao chanh 1945, chua xa-tri ¢6 1& moi ngay
ram thang giéng am lich, dém dén ho dua tuong Phat
Ba bang bac di dao cung khap duong phd, 18 dy goi «cd
chay, vui va nao nhiét vo cung, vi c6 dot phéo bong va
c6 1én ddng. Pong-nhon 13 hai anh Cha dé minh tran,
miéng x6 mot cdy sit to bang chiéc diia, bén ndy thau
qua bén kia go ma, goi «xién quai», tuy ma dam ling
ma khong thdy mau chay, va sau khi 1én ddng, man cudc
rt cdy sat kia ra thit biét khép miéng lién tron, chi c6
mot vét theo nho thoi. Chinh hai déng—nhon nﬁy kéo xe,
¢ xe cho Ba di, va chiéc ¢ nang né to tuéng van moc
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bang hai moc sit vo da lung hai dong nhon ma khong
biét dau va van kéo cd di giap cac duong phd ma khong
biét mét. Mot chiée ¢d khac dan duong thi do hai con
bo luc ludng kéo, bo nay 1a bo cd mua tir Mién Dudi
(An-Do) dem qua va nudi dudng toan bang thirc bo :
dira kho, dau xanh nu chdo, la tot va cé tuoi. Tir ndm
dao chanh, lai thém tinh trang trong d6 thanh khong da
dam bdo nén “cod cha” tam dep. Hom nay t61 mudn nhac
cac tin-do cua chua duong Ton-That-Thiép nay, von c6
cong 16n nhit ddi voi nghé canh nong mién Hau-Giang
Ba-Thic giap 1én rdy mia Binh-Duong, v.v... Tiéng noi
cua ho thi liu-lo va gion khau, thoat nghe toan 1a “oanh
ri ng, thuong cay lam-vo, ha cay bo-dé” va tén cua ho
thi dai soc, kho doc cho khoéi dat hoi : Ramassamy-
chettiar, Somasoundirame-chettiar, v.v.... va co I€ do
hai chir du6i chettiar ma ra chir chetty, t61 doc ra “xa-
tr1”, “Cha-xa-tri”, con anh ban than cua t61, nha hoc-gia
Lé-Ngoc-Truy, giao su Viét-van cac truong DPai-hoc Sai-
Gon, van ghi vao cudn Viét-ngit chanh ta tu vi 1a “sét-
ty” (trudng 532 ban in 1an nhi ndm 1973, trudng 407
ban nhut nam 1959). Sach cua anh Lé-Ngoc-Tru 1a co
uy tin nhut, da duoc giai thudng van chuong toan qudc
nam 1961 va duoc BO van hoa tro cép nam 1967, von
1a sach dé dau nam cua t6i va rat can thiét cho nhitng
ngudi mudn viét chit Viét cho diing chanh ta. Nhung toi
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sanh & So6c-Trang va goi “xa-tri” da quen mi¢ng, nén
xin mot phen cdi linh Thay. Viéc dau con do, sét-ty hay
xa-tri, doi dé “xa-chi” nhu cac ba cac ¢d & tinh Soéc ting
goi cling 13 cac anh. Nay tdi xin ké lai day nhiing gi toi
nhd chung quanh nhitng ngudi Cha toi timg quen biét,
cling bao nhi€u nhon vat éy, khi ho & Sai-Gon khi ho ¢
Long-Xuyén hodc Séc-Triang va van 1a Cha xi-tri may
mit 4y thoi.

Trén sau chuc nim vé trude, tdi con 1a mot thanh nién
& dudi quyén cha me, & chung nha voi Ba t6i tai thanh
phé Soc-Triang, va nha Ba toi van ¢ khit vach mot tiém
xa-tri cho vay bac; cho nén toi c6 du thi gio gan giii 1am
quen, trudc 1an la sau do hoi. Mot lan toi théy tAn mat
trong san tiém giita gid nang ngo, ho dang tam cho mot
Cha-va xa-tri con. Nguoi duoc tim, tuy vao hang tré
tho, - lac d6 vao do mudi 1am mudi sau tudi, - nhung
thudc hang chu-nhon-6ng, nén va nam song suot dudi
gach noi miéng giéng, than dep nhu hinh nhon bang
dong van che mot chut xiu chd do, va miéng vai che
khong 16n hon mét 14 nho. Ngudi ra cong tim cho chi,
von thudc hang nd bdc, nén phai qui ma lam viéc “tay
tran” cho gia-chil. X6i nudc vao minh chu timg “om”
nuéc nho. Om 1a cai 6 bang dong 16n c¢& gdo dira va
dung dung nudc, vat quen dung cia ngudi Thd nguoi
Cha. X6i nudc t6i dau, ky mai t6i d6, ky mai xong lai
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x61 nude cho sach cho mat, roi ky mai nita cho dén khi
nao chu da them théy chan, ra linh mé&i duoc thdi. Tam
roi lay khan lau sach nudc, y 1a thuong 16. Duy la nhit
1a phen 4y, lau kho rdi toi thdy ho 1ay mot thir dau thoa
ctng khap chau than, vira thoa vira bop nhu sin soc mot
vo si trén vo-dai, hoi dau gi, ho néi “dau me”, va do
1a “tdm dau”, thao nao thit ho khong san, da ho khong
tham nhu huyén, va khi ho ra mua, nwdéc mua truot trén
da nhu truot trén 14 mon 14 sen. Tam dau 1am cho nguoi
khoe manh thém, va ¢ thém mot 16p che than, chéng
duoc cam mao phong swong, mua gid bat ky. Anh chil
tiém nho, Cha-va xa-tri con éy, tén anh 1a Schelliar, roi
tré nén ban than cua toi, - t6i goi no 1a thang Xe-lia, nd
goi t6i 1a thang Sén, va ngdy nay n6 nghiém nhién 13
chu tiém 16n & duong Ton-That-Thiép, nay ciing di toc
bac trang nhu t6i. Chinh n6 da day toi hiéu biét kha veé
cach an thoi ¢ va phong tuc, thoi quen cia nguoi chetty.
Nhitng cha bac no, toan 1a chu tiém, cho vay bac, déu
co tén dai thon kho goi nén trong tinh dit lai cho dé
kéu : Cha Om, Cha Map, Tau-ké trang, Tau-ké-rang-
stun van van, dau goi nhu vay trude mit, ho ciing khong
gian mién tién bac song phang thi thoi.

Tau-ké 1a tiéng Tau, 1a “dau gia” tic chii nha. My
Tau-ké 1a tu-ba, nhung Cha duoc goi tau-ké thi khoai.
Khi ho & xr ho qua day, ban dau vao ¢ lam tho cong




An Com Méi No6i Chuyén Cii 123

cho céc tiém 16n, danh dum dwoc mét s tien kha khé
thi ra, ddu gia lanh gop tién chd ban hang ban chg va
goi nghé gop tién chd. Kha hon chit nita, xut tién cho
ching muon r6i gop 1an hoi vira von vira 101 1a nghé
cho tién gop. Khi giau roi ngdi nha chd chiing dén vay-
muon-hdéi-muon xanh-xit-dit-dudi thi la Cha-va cho
vay. Vay khong tra noi thi kién ra toa dp rudng tich thu
phat mai. Va khong ket hoc nao ma Cha cho vay khong
dé chan dén. i dau ciing xach cay du, hoi xach du lam
chi, tra 101 : “So con chd nd can”. Canh khuya tinh mich
to1 gap mat 1ao Cha tur trong x6m chi em budc ra, hoi
“anh cling di 1am cai Ay nita sao”, tra 1oi : “khong ma,
di doi ng” hoi : “di doi no sao lva gio khuya”, tra 101 :
“phai chd va ly tirc thi, dé dén sang con gi ma lay !”.
That tinh Cha khong di choi diém, chi di gop tién dau
tién dit thoi, dung nghi oan to1 nghiép.

Nhac lai thud con nwong nau & Séc-Trang, khi ndo
ngudi chu tiém Cha co viée di vang, nhu di doi no trong
soc xa hay 1én Sai-Gon tai bac dem vé, nhimng khi 4y
t6i thira dip qua nha. Schelliar an dam nam d¢, bat chap
mau da, thiét tha than mat véi nhau con hon rudt thit.
Anh von du tién nén hang tro gitip toi nhiéu cach. Véi
tién Ay chung toi mudn xe dap tip cudi, mua bip riy
mia cdy dé nhoi, nhung khi mua cic banh ta, cai nao
c6 md heo, anh ta lic dau le ludi, ép nai cach may anh
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cling chdi tir dau ddi thi chiu, khong dam ném miéng
nao. O méi trong tiém Cha, toi biét an com theo Cha
ranh r& nhu ngudi Mién Duéi. Khong co ghé ban chi
ca, chu va khach déu ngoi trén sap gd, trudc nhit phai
tap ngdi cho vén khéo, lung that thang, vé gbi xép that
tron, tay trai chong nanh cho thém uy nghi, t6i hoi in
com tay trai duoc khong, Schelliar cudi va noi dbi véi
nguoi nudc anh, tay trai chi dung lam viéc do ué (day 1a
t6i stra lai cho thanh, chd Schelliar ding han chir “rira
dit” va noi tinh bo khong nguong). Anh ta tiép : “Tay
mat lam viéc sach, tay trai lam viéc do” va nguoi nudc
anh mdi lan di tiéu di dai déu 1y nudc 1am sach, khong
biét dung gidy vé sinh, ma mdi lan tiéu phai rira, khong
nén dé nudce dai dinh chan ma tdi v6i Phat. '

19 Phong tuc rira ddu mao mdi lan tiéu, toi xin chiu rang rat hop
v€ sinh, cling nhu viéc “cit da dau am cua nhirng tré sanh ra
“con cu nam ndp” (tuc cua ngudi Hoi), nay cac nudc Au-My
déu ap dung, cling that 1a c6 ich va giup dua tré tranh dugc
nhiéu binh kin chi do vi tring bam vao chd nhugc gy nén; duy
cai tuc khong dung gidy vé sinh va chi biét dung nudc lam sach,
cling c6 doi diéu bat tién. Toi khong biét ngay nay ngudi da den
da biét sy ich loi cua gidy vé sinh chua, chd nghe dau trong ky
dé nhu thé - chién cac cau tiéu cong cong. phan déng déu bi
nghet ma khong biét nguyén do. Sau truy ra ay 1a, tal phan dong
linh da den, vi khong nudc khong gidy sin trong cau, ho gip g1
quo nay, rit cuc da khi cuc cdy, nén nghet 1a phai. Thuong chd
nao thiéu nuéc nhu ¢ sa-mac, ho 1§y cat lam sach va goi do la
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Hai dura to1 ngéi d6i dién nhau trén sap, an bai roi thi
co ngu’m t& bép lay hai to 14 chubi nguyen tau ra tral
mdi dira mot miéng trude mat, 14 chudi Ay vira 13 nip
ban ma cling la di fa an. Xong roi y lay va bang 50 dura
xtc com tlr trong ndi dong xuc ra d6 trude mat moi dira
mot dong nhod vira mét td com cua ta. Toi chua biét
lam cach nao thi Schelliar day toi hay coi va lam roi
bat chudc 1am theo, va tap lan thi s& dn com theo Cha
gon gh&. Ban dau va ldy mu ban tay mit dé 1én dong
com rdi xoe tron cho c¢6 mot 16 triing & gitra kha sau,
doan béc mdt véc com roi cam sén trén tay, nhoi nhoi
vbc com cho thém tron thém dé dat. Khi ngudi t& muc
cot (nude s6t) ca-ri do vao triing, chd ndo pha, nudc
sOt chay toan ra ngoai, thi 1ap trc sin com trén tay d6
minh phai liéng cho khéo va ngay noi chd pha nudc,
va tire nhién nudc sbt bi chan lai khong chay vay va ra
ngoai, viéc ndy bat toi nhé anh tho né nhoi ba hd t6 ho
xay va anh tho nao khéo thi ba ho tron vin, cling nhu dn
com theo Cha, ngudi nao khong lam do to 14 chudi, lac
nhap tiéc cling nhu ltc an roi ma 14 chubi nhu con méi,
1a nguoi ay lich su va biét ranh xa giao 16i xa-tri vay.
Bita com dau tién toi lam chwa quen tay nén com va
nudc d6 thao vay va tim lum xem khong thAm my chut
nao. Anh ban t6i cudi an x4, day thay 14 chudi va tap

“tam cat”.
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ti tron com lai cho va xem, 1an hoi toi bit chuée duoc
phuong phap, khéo tay khong thua nguoi chanh gbe va
t0i da bit tu bo va 0-bé cho ba com thém xinh xan tron
tria nhu cua ngudi xa-tri chanh hiéu, va khong do day
khé coi nhu budi ban so. Tap tanh dugc mat nghé moi
1a budc thém mot budc vao dudng hu, ma toi ndo biét
xau ho, hanh dién nira 1a khac. Thit ga nau ca-ri [a moén
an thuong nhut ctia ho, van dé riéng trén 14 chudi, va
phai 14y hai ngon tay tro va giira, xé cho vira phai, roi
dua ngay vao miéng. Ciing may ho nau thit vira chin
mém, khong ruc nhir khong rd bay, nhung khong bao
gi0 dai gion nhu tai heo lugc hay gan sun pho bo. T61
néi “dua ngay vao miéng” nghe thi dé, su that con kho
tap hon cam nia dao Ty va an com theo Tay. Cai khéo
1a phai 1am cach nao cho miéng thit dirng dung moéi 1a
ving “quéc cam ctia Cha”. Phai ngdm miéng thit trong
miéng ma nhai, va nguodi Cha khong bao gid biét cai
lac-tht gim chi-quach 2 hay ngau nghién cai cang ga
“ké-can” nhu bom nhau Bén-Nghé, Pong-Nai ta viy.
Vé uong nudce ciing thé, cAm udng ma dung moi. Va chi
c6 cach rot nude vao hong nhu ta rot dau vao chai vao
hit. Kho 1am ma !

20 Nho vay ma ring ho it hu, dep va déu nhu hot bap va khong
ton tién nha-si. Ciing khong ton tién mua ban chai rang, vi ho
quen dung cong rau dura thay theé.
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Nhung ciing hianh dién ldm, vi khi udng giot nudc
khong vay va khong chay bay udt ma uét co 1a da nhap
tich Cha r6i d6 ! Nudc uéng dyng trong om miéng tim,
lau chui that sach, bong lang thdy mat, tir trén cao cam
om rot xudng, giot nudc khong dung ring, chay tot vao
hong, nghi ciing tai tinh. Nghiém ra 6ng T6 cua ho khi
bay ra phuong phap nay c¢6 thim-y lam cho ngudi nao
ap dung n6 khong thé udng ruou dugce, vi chit ruou cay
néng, ngam ma ndat ma con sac sua, néu rot tir trén cao
thi chét cay nong huc 1én chiu sao cho ndi. Miéng com
cling vay, ho dung bia ngdn tro, vét com khong rét mat
hot, vét nudc ca-ri khong sot chat nao trén la chudi,
nhdi nhoi cho ba com duge tron roi thay phoc vo mom.
Khéo that, nhung ngudi phuong Tay néu thdy sé& biu
m6i tham ché 1a “quan 4n bdc I” Nhung ngudi Viét ta
van khong cudi va khong lay lam la vi tr 6ng cha, da
quen thr “an com mam x¢&” va “an com ngu01 bbc véi
mam song”. Tap lau mai ciing quen, sau ndy tdi an dau
rang, van an theo Cha, cAm mot nam trong tay, lua mot
hot roi tir xa trén ba tic liéng phong vao miéng, mudi
hot lot tdm vao mom khong rét roi hot nao. Ca-ri ném
vira an, va mubén man thém thi ¢6 sin mudi hot mubi
dam 6t dé bén ma thit ga, nhung phai ran ma nubt luc
dau, vi ho ndu ca-ri cay xé miéng, vira an vira nudc mat
nudc mii tudn rong rong nhu khoc 6ng cha chét di ba
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doi, nhung tdp an va quen roi, khi nudt khoi c¢6 thom
ngon vo cung, khong an it 1au bat nhd, tuy in bita nay
qua bira sau “dit” ra khoéi va tdo bon khac moi bira, cho
nén da c6 cau “Cha-va la ciit de”.

Nghi ciing la thay. Vé phuong dién nao toi khong biét
ché vé phuong am-thyc nguoi Viét ta qua khong thiéu
tu-do : pho-mat Tay hoi thai thé ndo ta ciing ran nin
mili 4n cho dén ghién; bo-hodc ctia Cao-Mién, ban dau
ché, sau kiém xin dn khong c6 va c6 ngudi mu mat dé
danh nim nay qua nam kia; 1én Léo dn mam Léo; choi
v6i dong bao Thuong, tdp an mam thian-lin mam gian
h6i mam dé nhui. Con noi gi ca-ri Cha, khong phai chi
chung ta tir Bic chi Nam, nhung Tay-M§-Chéc-Nhut
chi chi déu hoan nghinh hét rdo : ca-ri 14 mén an qudc-
té, tré lot 1ong ciing hau xuc ca-ri | Nhu da ndi ngudi
xa-tri chi ding nudc lanh dé udng, khong dung tra ciing
khong dung ruou, nhit 1a ruou manh thi 1a moén ciAm
ky, dao gi6i day ctr kiéng triét dé. Khi ndo c6 hoi hé,
ho dai nhau sita tuoi, sira chua (yaourt) va sang lam 13
nuéc dira Xiém. Vé banh trai ciing gia vi toan 1a 6t cay;
khong can khuon cho khéo, vo lon lon cho vo chao dau
hoac khoanh lai goi 1a banh ré, cling chién. Dau vi cii
md, banh nao cling c6 Gt va banh nao an cling “say mau
nga”, mudn nhai mai khong thoi, vira gion khau vira bui
bui nhai khong da miéng !
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Mubn an dua hau, ho luén ludn mua nguyén trai, dem
vé dé vay lay nudc rira cu-tro cu-trat, vi nguyén tac cia
ho 1a 14y nudc lam sach, rira xong khong 1ay dao dé bo
ma dap trai dua cho nut tét ra roi ciing dung tay bdc
rudt an chd khong cin vao moi. Ho khong biét cai tha
va cai khoai tra cap dua nguyén trai hay nguyén miéng,
cai thii vira cap ngdm ngoam vira cho miéng dua cham
vao hai mé cho thém mat.

T6i hoi Schelliar sao khong 14y dao x¢é dua cho gon,
va nude ho c6 dao mac gi khong, gian nhau c6 dam
chém nhau khong ? Schelliar tra 161 dua x¢ thi lud1 dao
d3 cham vao rudt dua mat tinh khiét, sao bang dap cho
bé 13 tu nhién hon, va lac gian 1y gy dap cho dau 13
du, rai co chét ciing toan thay thi.

Schelliar dua t61 vo bép chi cay dao cha, thi troi o1,
khong giong dao mac cua ta chut ndo. Do 1a mot ludi
thép 16n ban, dau uén cong vong cho khong nhon khong
dam duoc ai hay gidng gi, con than dao thi tra chit vao
mot tht gb that 16n va that nang, dao khong thé lay roi
ra khoi thot duoc tham chi muén cit co con ga con de
cling phai kéo c6 con thu dén tan tim thét va khira co
no6 vao ludi dao, qua that voi con dao bé bon dinh lién
v6i thot ndy, dan xa-tri ding 1 mot dan hiéu hoa, khong
lam gidc khong xudng duong cling khong biét dam ai
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cho d6 méau ! Va lai ho khong 1ay huyét con vat dé an,
vi dao cam an huyét tha. Bo cdu hay chim choc thi ho
bop miii hay dap dau. Tha l('m nhu chim nhang sen la
ho thich nhtt, hoac ga V1t ngong va 1on ntra la dé to,
thi ho khtra ¢6 vao dao nay, r6i treo con thi 1én tran
nha hay nhanh cay, dau trat nguoc, chd cho mau tuoi ra
sach thi tudt vira da vira 16ng bo, khong biét 1am 16ng,
nhd cao, thui hay danh vay chi chi ca, - tuy khong c6
phung phi vi ai lai khong biét ngudi xa-tri 1a bién 1an
keo kiét nhut trén doi, nhung bdi vi dao cAm rang da
c6 dung cham nén khong sach. To1 nghiép ho mét thém
mot khoai tra nita, ty nhu mat an da heo sita quay gion
an vao1 banh bao dac rudt, hodc da bé thui da heo rung
xa0 lan cua bom nhau lang ta.

Ha sat mdt con dé dé€ nau ca-ri gan nhu la mot “qudc-
gia dai-su”, mot toi-dai van de, ?' ho chi dam an to xai

21 Téi-dai van dé, bén chit ndy 13 ciia 6ng Ton-Dat-Tién (Sun
Yat-sen) nam xua viét dai-tu tang cho mot chui quan com trong
Cho-Lon 1a hiéu Buc-Loi trudc & duong Pén Nam Ngon. Vi
ong Sun Yat-sen khen ong chu quan biét diéu dam ting ong mot
s6 tién kha 16n dé ong 1am quéc sy 1a dd tén 6ng ban com nay
ngang hang véi 6ng, vi ong lam qudc-su 1a mot “tdi-dai van dé”
ma ong biét lo miéng com miéng canh cho thé gian lai ciing 13
mot “t6i dai van dé&” khac nira. Toi thich tAm bién c6 bon chit
ctia Ton vi-nhan nay 1am, theo coi chirng hoai, nhung khi hiéu
Prc-Loi thoi budn ban, tam bién 6ng chu quan dem dé lai tay
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16n nhu thé khi c6 hoi he cac tau-ké tiém 16n tir Sai-Gon
hoic céac tinh khac xudéng Soc-Triang dé gap nhau hoi
nghi. Thit dé an khong hét, ludn ca xwong xau khong
an duoc, thi ho ca-ri uép kho va treo ca xau nhu ta phoi
lap xuong roi dem treo dau gian bép dé danh in man
nam lam thtrc ném, lay gia vi d6 cho vao ndi ca-ri budi
ha tién tién cho ma mudn c6 mot ndi ca-ri dic biét, tuy
dam bac it tién nhung béo bd vi véo khong thua noi ca-
ri dé thir thiét. Ho ¢6 nhiéu moén ca-ri ngon tuyét nhu
loai nau kho le-le mo-nhat, chang nghich, dc-cau, dé
dem theo di duong cho tién, hoic dem ra dong ngao
du hoanh n¢ cung ban tac, (hoanh ne¢ la cau mo dau
khi noi chuyén, cdu ndo ciing nghe hai tiéng d6 chém
vao nhung khong hiéu nghia 1a gi, hay 1a tiéng chiri
thé chiang ?). C6 tht ca-ri ndu nhiéu nudc dé chan nhu
canh, c6 thi niu sét-sét thom phtrc vi udp ca-ri that
nhiéu. Ngay thuong an sang thi niu “ga mai con gai”,
“vit dit s¢, vit d¢”, “ngdng to”, “chim co”, “chim diéc”,
va an xoang xinh thi ca dao ca dudi (ho an toan ca bién
khong an ca dong vi nude ho khong c6 loai ca ndy, va
theo nguyén tac ho chi an thit con tht nao do tay ho giét
ché ho gém an thit thu da 1am roi). (Tuy ndi vay chd toi
van théy co diéc do nguoi thiéu ng dem cho ho van an

pham phu nhu t61, vi 6ng dau biét nghe¢ lvong mdt doi xua
trong nudc khong cho xuat ngoai cling 1a mot “tdi-dai van de”.
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nhu thu:ong vi khong t6n tién mua). (Va c6 mot anh Xa-
tri dén nha doi no, thay toi rot co-nhéac, né cling ubng
bang mdi nhu minh, vi n6 da pha gidi). Mot diéu khac
nita 1a ho khong dung dao chat khira, va ho thuong tach
con ga con chim roi ra tung canh, dui, ¢, hong, va cai
hong ga uép ca-ri nau kho 1a ngon nhurt thé gian.

Tur 16p xura, c6 1€ tir ngay c6 ngan hang Pong-Duong,
chi nhitng nim 1930, 1931, ngudi xa-tri 1am n rat phan
chan. Ho biét hdi bac nha bang, tién i rat nhe (46 3%,
4%, tirc ba phan bén phan mdi nim), rdi dem vé Chua
Cha dudng Ton-That-Thiép 14 6 cai, phan phat ra cac
tiém luc tinh cho nha nong Viét-Mién vay lai léy 161 ran
rat bon muoi tm phan (48%) mdi nim muoi hai thang,
cho nén cé thé noi 1oi gdp mudi, nén mau phat tai, dau
bi con no giyt ciing nhiéu, nhung ho van giau. Duy bat
dau khoang 1931-1932, kinh té khiing hoang cang ngay
cang lam, con ng khéng tra n6i, Cha giao trang-su kién
phat mai dat rudng ran ran nhung ciing khong lay von
lai duoc, thanh thir nhiéu tiém Cha & cac tinh Mién Nam
phal tra ba-ting (bai sanh-y), dong cira tra phd rat lui
vé Sai-Gon qui tu tai duforng Ton-That-Thiép dong nhu
bo-cau ho nudi trén noc pho. Tai Soc-Trang, con nhéc
chuyén mdt anh tai-pht Cha & mdt day vdoi nha cua Ba
t6i d4 tu ai vi mat tién. Nguyén bira do, troi chang vang
t6i, anh dang ngdi tinh s6 sach noi hang ba, dé trudc
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mit mot cai ban lun c6 ngin kéo, gidng cai an-thu cua
cac thay d6 ta viét lién, trong ngin la ca mot gia tai, nao
gidy ng nao khé udc vay tién cta thip-phuong bé tanh.
Ngo dau ké gian manh da 1ap tdm tir trude biét y anh
Cha ngdy nao ciing tinh s6 noi hang ba. N6 rinh sin tir
lau, thinh linh thira dip ngoai dudng vang nguoi di, né
a-than-phu nhay vao, x6 anh tai-phu té ngira, dap cho
mot dap, roi le nhu chdp 6m ludn ca cai ban lun chay
v6 x0m trong 10i qua song mat dang, bao hai anh Bay
xd-tri kéu la rat vong, khoc 16¢ tham thwong roi vai
hém sau treo ¢ trén xa nha, bao hai budi ay dau dau
hom con den to1 cling khong dam di ngang tiém Cha
vi sg con ma xa-tri n6 nhat. Mot chuyén khac tuong
tu nhung Xay ra tai Sai-Gon. Phen nay ké trom la mot
ong Tay da trang, va ban dong song véi t61 anh nao con
song it con biét va nhé dng nay, nguyén 1a thay gac 16p
truong Chasseloup (surveillant d’études); anh c6 tanh
dé chiu it phat bay, tui t6i mudn lam gi anh ciing khong
no6i hoic gia bo khong thiy. Sau d6 anh thoi gac 16p, ra
lam viéc cho hing xe 6-t6, anh 1ai xe dua chay khip nii
rung va toan giut giai quan quan chay 0-t6 theo duong
bo ndi lién Sai-Gon sang Paris, trong khi cau cong phan
nhiéu 1am tam bang gd, 1én déo xudng ai, dudong xuyén
nui cao rung ram trai qua b lac an thit nguoi va khong
c6 chi 1a dam bao. Anh cu bi tdn tién nhiéu, sau rot viée
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bat thanh, chi con lai ng. Anh héi bac Cha theo diéu tién
gop dung 1a xanh-xit-dit-dudi. My phen trudc anh tra
song phang, mdi dau thang anh dem tién tdi tin nha va
khong dg1 doi hoi. Cha khoai qué, huyt gi6 ca ban “T61
c6 hai 4i tinh” (bang tiéng Cha). Phen chét hoi mot s6
bac 16n ding xay mong ndi lién duong bd xuyén luc-
dia A-Té-A qua Tay-phuong (rallye automobile Asie-
Europe). Gop duoc vai thang dau vo su, mdi lan tra tién
Cha mo ti sat lay gidy no ra cho 6ng Tay tu minh ghi
sau lung s6 bac di gop, dén mot thang no 6ng Tay 1ap
tam san, trao tién roi dén khi anh Cha dwa to gidy no ra,
ong chup le, vo va nudt nhai mat tich. Thué Ay dau thua
t6i cO bot rang ¢ thang Tay an gidy, thi ciing khong co
bot nao tin, vi TAy van binh Ty, ma tang tich dau con
hong kién thua ra toa bay gio ? Banh oanh-céi-ni-ne ma
trur !

Tuy Cha cho vay c6 cit ¢d moc hong that, nhung
hoi ra it ai gian oan, va Cha con dé lai nhiéu cam tinh
hon hai hing “dia dc ngan hang” (Crédit Foncier va
Compagnie Immobiliére). Hai hing ndy bac vén cia
Phéap ra, sau khi Cha dep ti€m thi ho tranh nhau xué)ng
Hau-Giang thay thé va cho dja chu muon bac khai
hoang canh tac. Lo1 1ai nhe hon, nhung diéu kién rat
nhiéu va rat bo budc, so say tra khong song phang thi
hang kién ban rudng ban vuon lay dat dudi di. Vi vay
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cac tay dia chu bi thi hanh, sat nghi¢p, da co6 cau hat an
ui : “Choi vo1 qua, qua md dau; choi véi co, cd mo dui
hai mat” ! (Qua 16ng den day 1a Cha; co 16ng trang 13
Tay lam nghé cho vay bac).

Trudc nam 1945, nguoi xa-tri tr xr ho qua day, co
1& dtng ba nam thi trd vé xt nghi vai thang tham nha
duc con roi trd qua, vi thé ho thay ldy vo nguoi ban x@
1a khong can kiép. Nhung tir khi binh Nhut phong toa
duong bién trong tran d¢ nhi chién tranh, lac éy duong
hang khong chua c6, va luc ay khong phai chi ket cho
ho va ket cho dit mit di mau da. Vi van dé sinh-1y nan
giai, ho danh chdm mut véi gai dia-phuong va dé con
pha mau ca-phé sira. Tuy vay ho van chudng gai Mién
hon 14 gai mai Viét, vi chic da chac thit, thém kinh
nghiém day dan ba C6-me it dau lung. Mudn hiéu sao
thi hiéu.

Xét ra xa-tri 1a mot gidng thiéu so co tanh ich ky nhut
trén doi. Ho ¢ day ngdt tram nam hodc hon nira, ma
may ai tu hao d 1am tinh hay cudi gai xd-tri lam vg ?
Ho ich ky cho dén doi nhu laa n ciing ludc trude (cho
khong lay giéng duoc) roi méi dem qua diy xay gid
mic tinh. Toi néi lam vay hoi oan va toi xin 16i, vi hoi
ra lta ludc dé danh duoc 1au hon luc thudng.
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Céch dn mdc cua ho cling la doi : khong may khong
v4, vai lya dé nguyén miéng che vai che nguc, roi dung
mot khiic vai lya khac ciing nguyén doan dé che than
dudi; tuy vay dan ba giau sang thi lay lua nhiéu mau
dap 1én minh va khi ra du’(mg, mau sac sac s& voc minh
tha thu6t dep tuyét tran, bat nhd dén thién kim my nhan
trong truyén “Mot ngan 1é mot dém”. Song miii cao,
ham rang khit, tir ngay ho bo tam vai che mit, cp mat
bd cau cang thém udt, tuy da den nhung that da tinh.

An min va an that cay, dung nhiéu hu’O’ng ligu trong
thire an, dé kich thich; sanh trong Vung gan mat troi
noéng birc, ma thug dé bat ho thu tiét ba nim maoi cho
vé x{r x0 nut, that cling khét khe. Cho nén su déng tinh
luyén ai va viéc thit ddm kho tranh. Xin ai dimg hoi toi
cach trai gai xa-tri to tinh cung nhau, vi to61 da n61 doan
trén 1a cAm dung moi1. Ban ba da den c6 tuc 1€ x0 chan
song miii dé deo chau ngoc va kim-cuong, dy 1a mot
di-tich vé su nd 1é banh trudng rat sau xa va co 18 d6
cling 13 cach cac 6ng chong cdm “hit bang mii” 1a mot
cach hun (hon) cta nguoi phuong Pong phuong An, 6i
ghen dén thé 1a cung !

Nh¢ lai nguot xa-tri van chan nén khong chay nhay
tu do nhu ching minh, tham chi khi ho “da beo”, doi
xan vén cho gon thi beo da troi xa, con gi ma da ? Tu
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nam 1945, khong mua hang vai bén xtr ho dugc nén ho
tur dé giai va duoc phép n van Au-phuc, nhung ho mac
40 so-mi ludn luén dé ngoai, khong nhét trong quan.
D3 khong biét may va, nén it dung kim chi. Hay 1a x@
ho ngh¢o sit, nén rat it xai dao ? P4 an trén 14 chudi,
thi noi chi 1a my thuat lam do gom, do st xwa ? C4i om
ubng nudc van bang dong, nén ho lam nghé tho bac
rat khéo, va dung cu hanh nghé rat giong cta ta, khong
biét ho hay minh, ai biét trudc, va chic ho di trude ta
la ding hon, vi tir ngan xua, trong sach da-dam, dan ba
nudc An cé nhiéu chiu ngoc va nir-trang va giau hon
cac nuoc khac ba boi, hay van boi.

Nha khong ban ghé, tron ngdy cha 1ét trén van gd
va nha ndo gidu c6 1a chung don van nhiéu. Ho ciing
khong biét cua van, chir vac 1an cho bét 10 xui roéi nho
nam ngdi cha 1ét mai ma van tré nén tron bong. Pém
thdy c6 giing mung, khong biét bén xtr ho co gidng
ching ? Duy chiéu thi khong dung, ngua trén van cho
van mau lén nudc. Mot tau-ké di dau cling ke ke cai
vong cao-su thir con nit dung dé tap 16i. Hoi ra anh dau
bénh thoat giang. Khi dau dm it ding thudc men. An
ca-ri qua noéng, thi ho nghi an, day qua ubng sira bo
tuoi thé com, udng nuéc me cho mat rudt va an yaourt
cho nhuan truong. Ho thich dung banh mi, nhung d6
an Y-nam ho khong dung, mi, chido long bo, xiu mai,




138 Vwong Hﬁng Sén

x4 xiu : ho déu cir. Thud nho di ngang nha, t6i liéng vo
mot cuc xuong mong céng heo, ho ruot nhu ruot bat ké
sat nhon, bat dugc kéo vo nha bat lugm miéng xuwong
ri tha, thiét 1a mot giéng dan ky di.

(bai dang trong bao Chon Loc s6 13
ngay 27-2-1966, 1-8-1974, duyét 2-VI-78)
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Nguwoi Phap, Nhut, My Theo Y-Kién Riéng
Ciia Toi

hung ta mua van-minh v6i mot gia kha dat. Dan

ta da trai qua mot thu-thach, mot &c-mong dai
hon tAm muoi nim bi Phap d6 ho, boi thém may nam bi
Nhut chiém déng, - cing thang nhut 13 tir thang 3 dén
thang 8, nam 1945, - kéo thém miy chuc nim chdong
M7, két qua bat nho dén con chim Phénix trong than
thoai, sach néi, sau khi bi hoa tang, chim ndy c6 phép
than thong song lai trong déng tro tan. Nudc Viét van 13
nude Viét mudn nadm. DAu bi 6 nhuc, gidy xéo, x40 tron,
nhung van truong ton. Chung dung voi Phap, Nhut,
My, hét con dong bao, thém virng manh, thém hoc thirc,
cang tung trai mui doi, giau kinh nghiém.

- Tay qua déy trudc, ra di con dé hau. May anh qua
chat chua nhu ruou vang xtr anh, uéng quen cang thay
ngon, vang udng thdy ghién. Thii nhu pho-mat that,
nhung nhin 1au bat thém. Anh ¢ riéng ting nguoi thiy
t6t, biét 1ay long dai 1ong. Nhung van dé ca nhon dé
riéng, song chung v4i nhau tdm chuc nim méi rd anh
13 mot giéng thuc dan “mau qudc vi tién”. Trudc day
d3 c6 nguoi ¢ bén ndy mang chiri anh nhu tat nudce vao
mat, kip khi that thé chay qua bén, chay qua bao nhiéu
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anh cling chira, mién co6 tién, anh la quan tu hay la con
di?

Tay cii c6 Ty hoc thirc nhur Aubaret, Luro, hiéu tiéng
Viét, thong chit Nho. Lép ké, luc ban so chiu khé hoc
hoi 1a dam hoc tro cac 6ng Truong-Vinh-Ky, Truong-
Minh-Ky, Huinh-Tinh-Cta; nhung khi trong nudc da
binh, bon tiép theo thoi hoc chir Han chi chuyén mot
may, thém tat ki€u hanh. Tay hu 1a tr do.

Lo6p cii tan, sau tran giac 1914-1918, sanh ra 16p Tay
moi, chanh sach cai tri cang siét chit, thay vi hoc chir
va tiéng noi ban xu, cic anh bat dan bi tri hoc tiéng
va chit cia nguoi cai tri, nhirt 1a cac anh y lai vao stc
manh cta sung Ong va ving tin noi mot canh thai binh
gia tao, cac anh chuyén ru ngu dan ban xr, mdt mat gia
nhén nghia lap trudng cao dang dao tao dam liém giay
boi Tay, mot mat cai tri béng sit mau, bo bom, dan ap.

Pam qua sau nita méi 1a phirc tap. Phan nhiéu 13 dan
cot (Corse), c6 mdt anh muon hoai cua to1 bd Larousse,
t61 hoi vi sao, anh dap “Tao néu gioi thi dau co qua bén
nay !”. Au d6 1a triéu chig céac anh sé mat thude dia.
Hén hay khong khi ¢ trong ring nghe binh Nhut la da
bo stung ra hang ? Hang roi mdi thay binh Nhut c6 may
ngoe ma bat cac anh ca x4u ca tot.
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- Nhic dén Nhut, kho quén. O day ké ludn tir khi
d6 bo 1én Pong-Duong dé xdy mong Pai Pong-A, tinh
dén nam 1945, von ven co6 sau bay nim, ma gieo hoa
dén nay con chua dut. Khen anh nghiém quan linh, bat
duoc an cap vit 1a chit bo canh tay ban tay an cap,
thanh thtr quan gian doi anh khong dam tré mat. Anh
tiét kiém, tir tudng ta dén hang quan si, khau phan gan
nhu nhau, nhung anh c6 t01 gieo cai ngh¢o doi cung
khap, ké tir trén Ha-No6i com chdo khong c6 an dén chét
doi ca triéu ngudi, con noi chi trong Nam ba ngudi dan
ba lang Hoa-TG ma chi ¢6 hai cai quan ! Anh di chinh
phuc ma rat dé vé van dé kinh-té, dé cho dan chung
t61 thiéu an thiéu mic. Anh da muu hay da trd ? Khi
chiém Sai-Gon, Nam-Vang, v61 vai tram con chién ma,
anh dua 18n trén r6i O trén dat xudng, tiép tuc khong
nging. Ban dém phan ngoai dudng dén thap 1ét leo
phong khong thu dong, phan nam trong budng toi nghe
tiéng 461 mong ngua 16p 16p trén duong nhya, tuong
chirng anh c6 muén ngan con tuin-ma. Tai dung binh
cua anh cang hu hu thiét thiét 1a anh chi ndi cai la 6 ma
Tay trong ring khiép via ra hang. Anh x6 nga tuong dat
thang T4y, tuong hét linh, nude toi nay doc-1ap. Nhung
anh 13 phuong ich ky hai nhon. Anh kho tranh tiéng lam
gidu trén xuwong mau ké khac, anh tré nén cudng quc
dé ching t6i chiu kho va cling mot phan nhd My. My
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gitp anh phuong tién lam giau.

- Nhé t6i My, My an xai nhu nude, bat chung xai 16n
theo. Day khon cling c6, day khéo cling c6, nhung day
hu cling nhiéu. Day dé téc dai, day nhiéu di thoa. Day
nhai keo déo, day cudp giut ngoai duong. Day tanh cao
boi, day con cai bét tuan 101 cha me. Khi xua hat thude
phién doc cd mot, nay thém xi-ke va bach phién, con
doc bang muoi. Khi xua gidn nhau ¢dam chém lay theo
la cung; tor ngay c6 anh, gian rat sing luc thanh toan
nhau hodc liéng luyu dan chét ca dam, mang nguoi thua
mang ché. Nhung nay anh da di roi.

Tay xau, Nhut xau, My xau, t6i bo qua khong ké.
T6i mudn nhic vai nhon vat toi ting biét dé cho thay
chung t6i dau phai 1a nguoi vong an. Song nhu Pasteur,
Calmette, Yersin, chét dé tén lai trén bang duong Sai-
Gon. Song nhu bac-si Biaille de Langibaudiére, chét
tén con gan trén bia da duong duong do-thanh. Bac-si
nay, tuc quen goi «ong Vay», rat tét va hién. Khi & Soc-
Trang, mdi 1an dng di bo ra pho, van phat keo banh cho
tré nho, trong sé c¢o toéi. Chinh nho 6ng, 16i 1910, t6i
biét trai cu-lac ma ngoai Bac goi qua dé tirc marron cua
Phap.
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Nay t6i xin ké vai ba tich dién hinh, goi phong bt :

1) T6i c6 mot ngudi ban dong nghiép nay qua & bén
Phép. Lbi 1940-1943, Ngan va t6i cung 1am tho ky noi
dinh Thong-d6c Nam-ky. Ng. c6 thuat cho toi nghe mot
chuyén vi sao khong ghét dugc nguoi Phap.

Ng. tir ra truong, ¢c6 mot binh kinh nién la dau bung.
Chay chira du thay TAy Tau Mién Nam, nhung binh van
hoan binh. Luc manh thi khong c6 gi, van cudi gidon
nhu thuong, dén khi dau 1a mudi phan nguy kich. Ng.
d3 c6 1én Nam-Vang chiu cho thay Mién d6t theo khoa
cham ctru, khi Ng. ¢di tran noi chung quanh ran con
ba céi theo bang dau ngoén tay thay ma ghé. Khi Ng.
cudi vo & Sa-Pée, co dem thudce té vo vién theo dé dé
phong. Ng. gidu goi thuéc dudi gdi trén dau nam. Ng.
ra ngoai tiép khach dai rugu thi trong budng tan hon,
cd dau bat gip goi thube, tuong giap chong nghién, gian
quang bo, may sao nhd mung c6 vo mdi, binh khong
hanh. Léy nhau dugc vai nam, gia-dinh dam am, sanh
con dé cai roi Ng. xin doi vé tung su dinh Théng-dbc,
bong mot hom binh phat dau dit hon moi lan. Chuyén
nay mic dau s¢ mo, nhung ciing phai chd Ng. VO du70’ng
duong Cho-Ray ché khong con noi nao tri ndi. Luc ay
phuong phép roi kiéng con so sai, bac-si diéu tri noi
v6i ong giam-doc binh vién Cho-Ray luc d6 1a bac-si
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trer danh Lalung-Bonnaire, va két luan tinh trang binh
nhan khac la, c6 1& Ng. dau noi bong dai, va Cho-Ray
khong du phuong tién diéu tri. Bac-si Lalung-Bonnaire
von 1a nguoi dao dirc, thém gan dén ngay huu nén dong
long tric an, bén ky tho goi Ng. qua binh vién Grall
va bon than qua hoi kién voi 6ng vién-truong, chinh 1a
bac-si Grall, hai nguoi dich than kham va roi kiéng that
ky. Lan nay ciing y lan trudc, thiy bong dai cua Ng. co
mot nhanh nhu céi tui nhd, chinh cai tui nay khi chira
chat do khd nhiéu thi sanh chting dau bung, va néu cat
bo cai tai hoa may khoi binh. Ngit ndi bong dai cat mo
thi duoc nhung s¢ kho lanh... Tuy vay, hoi Ng. thi Ng.
bang 10ng, nén hai dng bac-si vi tha nhit dinh dua Ng.
qua phong mo. Cudc giai phau dugc an toan, nhung nén
nhé 1a thud ay thude tru sinh chua c6. M6 xong khiéng
Ng. vé phong thi phét ra bién chimg va c6 cit sét. Binh
mudi phan nguy kich. Ba so, nit y-t4, nga 10ng néi nho
v6i ba Ng. nén lo viéc hau sy cho chéng. Ba Ng. 1a
nguoi dan ba can dam, quyét tranh song véi ta-than,
nén bon ba chay tudt vo Cho-Ray, khoc 16¢ ni non 4o
ong Lalung-Bonnaire. Thud doé lai chua c6 ngan hang
mau va cach sang mau ciing “cau may”, khong phan
biét mau “O” hay mau gi, mién c6 ngudi tinh nguyén
thi ndi mach mau sang ngay tir ngudi cho mau qua binh
nhon... nén nay hai canh tay ctia Ng. con vét theo chang
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chit. Rt lai nho hai anh son-da, mét anh Tay tréng, mot
anh Tay den, bang 1ong cho mau, nén Ng. duogc ctu
thoat. T6i quén no6i khi chd Ng. vo Grall, khong biét
sap Ng. nam hang ndo. Grall 12 binh vién danh cho nha
binh. Thay Ng. lam viéc noi dinh Théng-déc (ciing goi
dinh Pho6-so4i), nén ho cho Ng. nam chung mot trai voi
cac vO quan cao cap, vi vay ma Ng. c¢6 hai linh lang-sa
phuc su han hoi.

Khi g?m manh, Ng. bat dau néi chuyén duoc, nén to
long cdm on hai anh.

Hai anh no1

- Chung tao dau biét may 1a ai, nhung mién sao may
manh la chiing tao du murng. Du’ng n01 chuyen on nghia
vi hlen hai tao dn phan n ctia may, uong phan rugu cua
may, nhu vdy 1a du ha hé. Nhu may biét diéu, thi hay
ran gitr sao cho ndi dém nay dirng 1én con s6t ma mai
chung tao bi bac-si quo, nhu vy la du tra on roi. Hai
tao dinh toi nay leo rao ra chg tham bo va xem hat. Ran
liéu hon va hiy ngoan dimg s6t nhé. O-ro-voa !

Manh roi ranha thu:cmg, Ng. tim O ong Lalung-Bonnaire
tai nha, 6ng bac-si tiép dai niém nd. Ong nodi :
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- T61 1a bac-si c6 phan su ctru nguoi1. Nhu anh nhé on
t61 thi hiy ning viét tho cho tin tirc tinh trang strc khoé
ctia anh 1a du, vi toi sap vé huu day. A, ma nhu anh that
muén dang qua cho 61, thi san dira trai t6i nim tudi nd
ddi nuoi vit, vay xin anh ra chg mua cho né hai con vit
nho thr vira mé1 nd dem lai day cho n6, n6 vui thi vo
chong t6i da ming !

Ciing vi thé, Ng. tiép 101 ndi véi toi, cling vi thé cho
nén khi nim 1945, ai nay xudng duong tim Ty lam
kho d&; toi tir chdi khong di. Mudn giét toi thi giét, Ng.
noi, day hai tay t61 con theo sang mau, va Tay vdi toi,
on thi ¢c6 chd nhi ngad vo thu !

Néu hét thay déu nhu vay thi dau c6 chuyén Phap va
Viét mat niém hoa khi. Va day 1a mot chuyén nho, thuat
lai nghe choi, va chuyén sau nﬁy da 1am hoen 6 it nhiéu
nghé vi tha ctia T6 nghé thudc 13 6ng Esculape.

2) Chuyén mét 6ng Tay x4u

Niam 1942 t6i dau vo nam nha thwong Can-Tho, co
muc kich mgt tham trang kha bi tham. C6 mot dira gai
dd muoi hai muoi ba tudi, con mot nguoi boi lam cho
Tay, dugc ché v nha thuong bang mot xe nha choi
long. N6 dau bung dit doi, vi né cé kinh nguyét lan
dau, va vi nd con trinh-nit, tim mang trinh che bit huyét
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khong ra duoc nén dau. L& dang ong lay dao nho chich
rach tAm trinh 13 con nho ra vé tirc khic, nhung vi éng
thiy né di xe sang trong nén co ¥ nhdng tién, cd ngd
dau né 1a con mot anh bdi, vi théy no lan Ion dau khoc,
vi chi nhan néng rudt cho xe nha dua v6 nha thuong
nén méi ra co su Ay. Mot vai hom sau gi d6, mau @ thét
lam rach tdm trinh, con nho hét binh khoi tri. C)ng bac-
sT tirc minh kiém chuyén ray éng phu ta va nghi 6ng da
phong tay trén.

Vi bac-si trudng nay (tén L.), gbc gic nguoi cu-lao
{le de la Réunion, trudc goi ile Bourbon nén ta goi tho
dan 1a nguoi “Bon-bon”. Bon nay da ngdm ngam den
mau ca-phé sita, va von 1a nguoi mat géc ma khong
hay. Cu-lao Réunion thudc A-phi-lgi-chau va nam trén
bién An-Do-duong. Bi Tay chiém tir nim 1642 va ho
xung la Tay cti. Cu-lao dugc dung lam khu vuc hanh-
chanh thiét tho cua Phap-qudc (département) tir nim
1946, nhung trude d6 ho di ké ho khong phai Cha, va
ho 1a Tay mau (Frangais de couleur). Ho mé phd-mat,
mudn 1am Tay thiét. Tanh ho chi biét vo vét ham 1am
giau, 6 danh da c6 nudc Phap ganh chiu.

3) Ong D.V.G va C. déu 1 luat su cing chung mot
van phong. Ngay thuong c¢6 Bay la tinh nhan cua D.V.G.
nén nang lui téi noi van phong, khong ngo C. chip dé
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bung vi nhan sic ctia c6 Bay 13 1ong lac nhit nhi trong
hang hué khoi duong thoi : 1a C6 Ba Tra, C6 Tu Nhi, Co
Sau Huong (em cong-tir Bich Tra-Vinh), C6 Hai Thoi,
Co6 Ba Pho, C6 Lucie Bandeau, C6 Ba Cu-la, va con
nita, néu t6i khong ké dugc 1a di quén tén chd khong
phai vo tinh.

Ong D.V.G. ra lam chanh tri, tuy c6 Phap-tich nhung
quyét chéng ché do thuc dan Phap. Gap canh nghich
6ng tam lanh nan sang Xiém-La-qudc, bén nay co Bay
¢ lai bo vo. Thira dip C. dén to tinh va hai nguoi tré nén
chong vo rat 1a tuong dac.

Kip nim 1945 c6 cudc dao chanh, Phap mat chanh
quyén, Nhut chiém Sai-Gon, Tay rat lui. C. bi bit trong
Kham 1én. C. ¢ binh hat ning, nén may ngay bi giam
& Kham, 4-phién hanh kho sé vo ta.

Mot thot gian troi qua, khong biét 1a bao 1au, c6 mot
quan vién Nhut dén xin dugc c¢6 Bay tiép. Nhung co
Bay mot hai khong khimng tiép. N6 1a hang da tinh thém
quen thoi bdc roi, nay mot gai lang choi nhu ¢d Bay ma
dam tir ch6i phai nhin nhan 14 c¢6 gan that. Nhung n6
khong 14y thé 1a nhuc, né bi lan sét ai tinh nén khong
biét xau ho, quyét ldn vo lam tinh v&i cd Bay cho dugc
méi nghe. N6 danh nudc 1y, hang ngay van lui téi noi
nha. N6 ¢6 nai ni. Thiét roi c6 dua diéu kién
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- Chéng to1 1a luat-su C. bi ket trong Kham Lon, va
c6 binh hut. Ong dem 4-phién vo gium.

Qua no kiém chudc dem vo dugc, nhung c6 Bay trong
long Van khong yéu, va san ba Song Thu cdy mdt viéc
thudc vé qudc su véi co Bay, nén cb lay d6 ban véiné :

- T6i chua thuong. Ong ran mot chuyén nira.
- Chuyén gi ?

- Ong ran dem gium ong T. 1én Sai-Gon. T61 mudn
ctu ong T.

- Hién 6ng T. dang ¢ dau ?
- Bi giam trong kham My-Tho.

- Nhu vay la to1 lam khong duge vi M§-Tho ¢ ngoai
pham vi cua to61 xem xét.

- Néu ong khong ctru duoc 6ng T. thi xin 6ng dimng
té1 day nira.

Phen nay kho qua vi ngoai pham vi quyén hanh cua
mot dong-1y van-phong thay thé dong-1y van-phong
ctia chanh-phu Nam-ky thoi Phap thudc (Directeur des
Bureaux du Gouvernement de la Cochinchine). Va dé
1a chirc vi cua “nd”, ma toi khong mudn noi ra ndy gio.
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Nhung khong c¢6 viéc gi ma khong lam duoc dbi véi
mot ké da 1am vi tinh nhu “nd”. Anh ta nghi ra mot ké
va gia chude xuéng kham My-Tho xem xét tinh trang
nhitng nguoi bi bat bi giam. Xudng dén noi nd xét tir
truong hop va xét dén chiéu gan t6i nhung chua dén
phién 6ng T. Lic ay anh ta gia bo than nhién ra linh con
lai bao nhiéu pham nhon chua kip xét phai giai hét 1én
Sai-Gon dai linh anh ta. Thé 1a né da ctru duoc ong T.,
noi cach khac sd ong T. chua hét, ché néu ong T. mic
ket & kham My-Tho thi thé ndo ciing chét voi cai an “toi
lam ¢ quan Cai Léy ma dan lérn cach-mang & d6 van
cho ngay nu6t song. Cho hay mudn viéc tai troi. Riéng
to1, t61 van tin noi thuyet sO mang.

Ctru dugc 6ng T. dem vé Sai-Gon, cd Bay hét phuong
tir ch6i va phai nhan “né” 1am tinh nhon. Luc ay trudce
nha c6 Bay “ngua xe nhu nudc”, va nuc cuoi thay cho
hai chit “Loi-Danh” n6 lam mod mat va lam mat pham
gia xiét bao nhan vat ngdy nay con nhon nhd trén dat
Sai-Gon luc Ay van 1on cai dudi tron co6 Bay dé nho
viéc nay viéc no. Nhut cir nhat dong 1a chay lai niu 4o
niu lung ¢6 Bay ! Ong cha quan mudn doi di chd khac
no hon, hay mudn 1én 1am tinh-truéng, cr dén dang 18
cho ¢6 Bay, co nodi v6i “nd” mot tiéng 1a duoc ngay.
Ong Huyén ong Phu nao bi 16, ctr néi voi Co Bay, co
che cho 1a binh an nhu ngdi dudi long. Ong nao mudn
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gi hé khéo noi1 véi ¢6 1a dugce, khen cho khan yém ma
hon can quac anh hung !

Nhung dén thang 9 nim 1945, trai bom Hiroshima
d6i dén Sai-Gon noi riéng di lam sup d6 co d6 cua
«nod». Lai mot phen tro co. Lich str 1at qua trang khéc.
Nhut thua, dau hang. Dén phién “nd” bi bat va bi giam
vo Kham Lon. Luat-su Phap, ong C. nghiém nhién duoc
ra, phuc hdi tu-do va danh-du. C6 Bay no6i voi1 luat-su
Xin ctru “no”.

- N¢ la ké thu, C. néi, vira cia nude Phap vira cua to1,
vi nd toan cudp thudc dia, va lay vo toi, to1 khong thé
ctru “n6”. To1 khong hai n6 1a may !

Co Bay thang than noi :

- Toi 1a gai giang-hd nhu anh d3 biét. T6i da thi than
v6i “nd” dé ctru anh, nay anh phai dimg ké chi-tiét nho
mo1 phai mat ngudi rong luong. Anh ghen va khong
bang 10ng ctru “nd” thi anh chua dang 1a nguoi cla toi
chon Iya. Xin cho toi tu gia.

- Em céan suy nghi lai. T6i c¢6 lam chuc ngon san,
c¢6 doan noi “ngudi nao song sét huong hét gia tai cla
nguoi van s6”. Anh nay di gia, Bay sau huong tron.
Xin dirng thoi nhau, vi téi yéu Bay nhiéu.
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- Té1 khong mang an gia tai cua anh. Toi la gai lang
choi, t61 chi muon lang man, muodn song theo y toi.

- Xin Bay nghi lai cho k¥, t61 khong n& ro1 Bay. Roi
Bay t61 kho lam.

- To1 s€ tim cho anh mot nguoi vo vira xinh dep hon
ti, vira c6 hoc thirc hon t6i, tdi 1a mot con dot nat, con
ngudi ndy noi tiéng Tay tiéng Anh déu trdi chay, lai lich
su hon t6i nhiéu.

Ay 16i C. ¢6 vo khac. Co Bay di tu, khoac 40 nau
song va hién nay kinh k¢ sém chiéu trong mgt am thanh
trén Thu-Ptrc it nguoi bict.

Duong-van-G., C. ¢ mat. N6 tirc Sato, biét tich. Co
Bay va ba kia van con. Nhung man da ha.

Trong chuyén vira ké, ta thay :

a) mot luat-su Viét, khong mang dia vi cao sang, ra
1am chanh tri & bi Phap budc t6i phan qudc, vi 6ng c6
Phép-tich. Sau ong gia binh v6 nim nha thuong Pon
Dit, va mic dau linh T4y canh gac rat k¥, theo sat bén
minh, nhung ong trén dugc theo ngd noi dudng Hai Ba
Trung (nay di lap), leo 1én xe camion Nhut, thay y phuc
vO quan Nhut va sang lanh nan bén Xiém nhu da noi.
b6 la 6ng Duong-van-Giao.
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b) mot ong Nhut rat hao hoa, noi tiéng Phap rét troi
chay, an choi nhu con buém trong mot mua, tung lam
mua 1am gi6 tai Mién Nam mat lc, roi biét tich giang
ho, song chét nay khong biét. Do 1a Sato.

¢) mot lut-su Phap co 16i song dic biét rit A-Dong.
Hai lan léy vo Viét. An com Viét, diém tam sang cling
theo Viét. Ong 1a mot luat su danh tiéng, co dao duec,
khong dé tiéng xau lai day. Ong hut 4-phién. Ong c6
mot bd mon d6 gébm Thanh-Hoa rat qui gia, ai khen ong
van cudi ma rang chua sang chua qui bang “my-nhan
qué ¢ Thanh-Ho6a” cua 6ng. T61 nhd nhu 6ng sanh nam
1888, nhu 6ng tirng n61 vo1 to1. Hién ong da tir-tran, tho
trén tam muoi ngoai tudi. Ong 1a mot van si va do 1a
luat su Phap B. Couget.

d) phu-nhon ctia 6ng nay con, von dong thé phiét, cha
la chua Thai trén xt Thai trang Thanh-Hoa. Phu-nhon
ho Ha.

e) nhung dic biét nhat 1a C6 Bay. Sanh trong nha han
vi, thué nho it hoc, song lic nhé bang nghé ban phan,
thé 12 xau, nhung c6 mot tim hon thanh cao it ai co.
Qua 1a mot hoa sen vo nhiém moc trong bun. Tén ¢0 la
Co Bay Hot Diéu.
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4) Mot chuyén chot, t61 khong du tai li¢u nén khong
viét dugc ranh. D6 1a chuyén luat su Phap Jacquemart,
ong vira tir tran may nam gan day, dé lai trong chuc
ngdn xin hoa tang thi thé 1ay tro dé vao hii kin goi xudng
dong nudc song Sai-Gon. Cur chi ay toi cho rang dep,
tiéc vi toi khong xin sao luc dugc to chiic ngdn kia nén
chi n6i phong uéc. Tuy vy tén tudi 6ng Jacquemart
dang ghi lai dé doi.

Ngoai ra thiéu chi gwong xau nhu luat su Phap, tring
c6 den co, chuyén lanh kién ng phat mai phan tan gia
tai clia ngudi nong dan vo c¢é chi mot toi 1am an that
bai khong tién tra ng. Chinh x3 hoi ngay trudc bi xdo
tron nhiéu cling vi bon luat su théy cai khong mdi men,
chuyén xai giuc con kién cha, vg kién chéng, anh em
kién nhau dé ho an tién cii gidng.

Néu nude Phap chi goi qua day toan gido su, bac si,
luat su co luong tm va c6 thuc tai, thi dau nén ndi.
Ac té 1a trong dam tdt xen nhiéu dam that xau, da bat
tai thém vo6 hanh : bon Tay doan, phan nhiéu dan dao
Corse ma chinh Tay cling khong ua, chuyén phao vu
bat ruou 1au; bon Ty sé mat tham phai danh dap thay
mau méi vira 1ong; bon Tay co Tay san-dam, lay xau
bai xau gai diém; bon Tay thuc dan, chu vuon cao su,
cht rudng 16n, t6i mua hot cia song chét mic by, va
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thiéu chi bon khac, ndi lam sao xiét ? Nhung néu ho
khong xau, dan ta dau c6 tinh giac va at mang ach do
ho do1 doi kiép kiep.

Nhitng dan khac Phi, Han, Nhut, My gico ric tai hai
khong vira, nhung da rat vé, tuéng khong nén nhac.
Chung t61 chi mudn nh¢ nhitng on dau may mun.

Viéc da qua ro1, nén murng khong nén gian; hudng chi
ta chua dat tanh quan-tir Tau : “dau 1a ngd y con vuong
to long”.

7-8-1974
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Canh Pong Ca-Mau, Vua Ca Mim Thién
Nhién Cua Troi Danh Cho Dan Viét

Con song lon My-Cong (Mékong) tr Tay-Tang
chay su6t trén bén ngan ciy sd bé dai, nhu con
rong chin khuc (Ciru-Long-giang), xuyén qua Tay-
Tang, Trung-Hoa, Lao-qudc, Cam-bu-chia va Viét-
Nam. Khi nhap vao dat Nam, né chia 1am hai nhanh
con soéng Tién va con séng Hau, va déo thém hai cai
“t0i that 16n” chua giit nude du 6i 14 ving Thap-Mudi
vé song Tién va ving Ca-Mau vé song Hau. Nho hai tai
nay du sttc chira nude thing du vao mua nude dd6 ma
Mién Nam khoi nan lut nhu Mién Béc d4 bi con song
Nhi-Ha lam kho mdi nam. Nghi troi sanh ciing ngd :
sanh ra song dit thi c6 dat hién, bu qua ché lai. Trén
Mién Bic, dé boc song va khi dé v thi ca ving ngap lut
chét choc. Trai lai @ Cam-bu-chia nhd ¢6 Bién Ho (Ton-
1é-sap), mdi ndm chira nudc tir cao-nguyén chay xudng,
bao nhiéu ciing rat vé day réi s& chay di nira. Bién HO
12 cai tai “16c troi” danh san : ca tom lac-nhuc kéo 1én,
nudi da mot dan tdc. S& di ngdy xua DE-Thién Dé-Thich
duoc xay dung 13 nho nguoi Cao-Mién co di biét lya vi
tri gan ho ca tom Tonlé-sap.
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Nho lai cau hat xua :

«Nam-Vang di de, kho vé,
Dan ong co vo, dan ba co con.»

Cau nay c6 dén hai nghia : nghia thir nhait, vi x(t dé
lam an, c4 tom ré mat cho nén dan 6ng lay vo, dan ba
lay chong roi ¢ ludn trén ay. Nghia thir hai 1a ngu ¥ dan
ong trai trang dat Viét 1én Nam-Vang xt Tho, thuong
di lam c4 mam trén Bién HO cuc nhoc vo ngan va boi
lay vo tai chd, sanh phuong lap nghiép dinh goc dinh
ré ludn trén ay. (Trir phi ngay nay chién chinh chanh tri
khong cho phép, ché truée kia cach nay vai chuc nam
Sai-Gon va Nam-Vang c6 xe do chay lién lién hang bira,
ngudi dan c6 mot gidy thong hanh tuy than 1a 1én xudng
thong tha, khong doi phép tac gi).

Nguoi dan Viét & Nam-Vang thud Ay van duoc kinh
trong va chiém nhiéu dia vi quan trong trong chanh
phu cling nhu trong nhiéu nganh k§-nghé, trir c6 nganh
thuong mai 13 luon ludn van & trong tay ngudi Trung-
Hoa nam gir.

Con ndi gi dan ba con gai Viét, lam gi nude da cling
trang va voc giat cling thanh hon gai Tho, cho nén dimg
1én dat Nam-Vang thi thoi, chd budce chan 16n r6i 1a kho
c6 duong vé, dau té cling dugc cham ngay, roi sanh con
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dé chau, chang chit day tinh, lam sao n6i ra ma vé dat
Nam lai ntra ?

Mic dau van dé chanh tri ngdy nay chia cach ché
trong xa hoi binh dan, nguoi Mién va nguoi Viét khong
qua chia cach nhu nhiéu ngudi lam tuéng. Su dong hoa
va su giéng nhau rat gﬁn, nhut 1a & dat Hau-Giang, ké tur
Chau- Déc xuéng tan miii Ca-Mau, ngudi Mién, nguoi
Viét van song chung dung VO’l nhau tir nhiéu doi va it
kh1 6 xay ra chuyén rac roi. Nguoi Mlen c6 tanh hay
méc ¢& va it noi, cho nén biét tanh ho roi thi nguoi Viét
& chung v6i ho 1au nam ciing tap tanh it néi va bat chude
sut s¢ nhu ho cho dé 1am dn dé thu tac vang lai. Duy khi
nao co tiru nhap tam, ¢ vai ngum ba-xi-dé “khai khau”,
thi khi éy mac tinh cho d61 bén “pha thach”, cud1 noi
nhu bap rang, va hét sut sé. Nghi ciling ngd céi cau lién
lac 1am cho hai dan toc cang thém khéng khit nhau lai
la tiéng chiri thé : B.m qua, d.m lai, thé ma khong gian.
Va ¢6 18 vi it n6i nhung gioi thuc hanh, nén thét ra tiéng
nao 1a co két qua tiéng d6. Cho nén ding lay 1am la sao
gidng Viét lai Mién va Mién lai Viét ngay nay qua dong
dao nhu vay.

Nghi cho hai giéng dan, mot dang chiu nhiéu van hoa

An, 4y 13 nguoi dang Tho, va mot dang hap thu nhiéu
van hoa Tau, ay la nguoi Viét, thé ma hai giong nay
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hop nhau déo dé va rat thich nhau vi xét ra van ¢6 nhiéu
tiéu tat va nhiéu duc tanh nhu nhau. Co thé noi khong
c6 dan nao c6 mau mé co bac va mé ruou tra hon nguoi
Mién va nguoi Viét Mién Nam.

Ho ngheo sat giuong sat chiéu, co khi gia tai chi con
mot cai ndp 2 lam sy nghiép duy nhit, ban dém trai ra,
chun vao d6 ma ngu vira tranh mudi d6t mudi thiéu, vira
duoc 4am ép khoi tén chin mén bé bdi, va mat tién Ban
ngay cuon lai quay 1én vai vo1 ba mé 4o quan khong
dang may dong tién, than lam “con gat” ndi troi, dén
mua lGa chin, tor Tan-Anh Viing Gu, tir Vinh-Long, Ba
Cang, quiy nop tha bd xudng git mudn va cit laa chin
cho cac cht dién 16n miét Hau-Giang, S6c-Trang, Bac-
Liéu. Thé 1a trong doan lam gi cling c6 mot vai anh tai-
tr, vai quay ndp, tay xach ludi hai, con tay kia 6m trum
trum mot con ga noi da d. Po 1a : con vat cung nhut
trong doan, vura 1a anh quan canh trung tin danh thirc
giéc budi rang dong, vira la 14 co dai dién ctia nhoém dan
ngheo, dén x1r la cap va d4 v6i ga Mién. Thua thi dong

22 Nop. Pém may bit bong, chira mot phia cho ngudi ta chun
vao ma ngti cho khoi mudi cin; cai mung gia ctia ban chéo ghe
(H.T.Ctra). C6 1& ndp 1a tiéng Tho ta muon (sau toi tra ty dién
Mién Bernard, qua dting. Kontil np 1a natte en jonc cousue en
forme de sac; les voyageurs s’en servent en guise de mousti-
quaire).
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thua tién, hun goép chut it mua vui, con noi gi thang thi
hy ha h4 hé ca dam. Co khi ho dem 6ng tiéu 6ng séo
theo, va khi 4y mic strc xuy tiéu va don ca hat ho.

Nguoi Mién cling c6 con gat cua ho va cay ludi hai
Mién van c6 vé my-thuat va lam cong phu hon cay ludi
hai cua ta nhiéu. Cay ludi hai Viét 1a mot chang hai c6
hai nhanh, thuong 1a cua cdy 0i hay cay dudi, cat cua
roi tra ludi thép bén 1 xong. D6 14 khi cu ctia nha ndng
ta ding ma cat lua gon gang tir nhiéu doi luu truyén lai.

Cay ludi hai ctia ngudi Mién van khéo hon nhiéu.
Ho lya cho duge mot nhanh 6i gia vira tay cam, phai ¢6
hinh cong chit “S”, ho cua ding c¢&, dem vé cao got tron
bén, thui Itra rom cho cay mau lén nudc va cay mau co
mau den lang bong, noi hai dau nhon ho lai khic sau
hinh éc sén cho thém vé my-thuét, xong xudi réi moi
tra ludi thép, co khi ho lai bit bac noi khic giita chd
cam tay, va cay ludi hai ay ho truyén tir luu ton nhiéu
doi tran trong nhu mot gia-bao. Pén mua thi lay xudng
dung, man mua thi vat vach thoa dau dira dé gan bép ¢o
khoi x6ng cho khoi méi mot an.

Con ga nodi Mién ciing khac vé tanh tinh va kha ning.
Ga Vi¢t lanh le chém dit nhung d& chiu don. Ga Mién
tuy cham chap it chém nhung da don chac nich, thém
gioi tai chiu dung, khong bao gio bo chay bay, va co
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nhiéu do khi da dén nuéc khuya, con ga chém dir bi
danh dau thim don rdi bo chay ém, trong khi 4y con ga
1& dang thua nho gan 1y gioi dung chiu don, thét rdi con
ga kia it gan Iy hon bong vut b chay va con ga dang
thua lai dugc cudc, “phan do 1a vay.

Nguoi Mién va nguoi Viét cui lut 1am &n da biet du
nhau nhiing tiéu tat ciia minh nén cang gan nhau cang
dé tha th cho nhau va da tham 1én d6i bén mua giong
ctia nhau rdi gdy duc lai gidng méi. Ga Mién mai pha
ga noi tréng Viét hoac ga noi Mién cap véi mai Viét
sanh ra giéng noi lai ma dai dién tr&r danh 14 ga noi
d4t Cao-Lanh, vira chém nhay, cua, vira gi61 chiu don.
T6i néu khong hu, thi da khong sa da két thic dot ngot
sanh ngudi véi tha va luan réng xua nay ‘“nhon vat dao
dong”, va nguoi Viét cling nhu nguoi Mién ¢o loi ma
tuong than tuong trg nhau hon 1 nghe 161 dé tam nhon
roi ciu xé, chia r& nhau.

Tai Mién Nam con sé6t nhiéu cau hat khéu goi, nguot
nao biét an trau gam s€ thay tham thay vo cung :

“Ai dua Song Truoc thi dua,

Séng Sau c6 miéu tho vua thi dirng”.

Pay 1a cAu hat nhic lai cong lao vua Cao Hoang
Nguyén Anh d6i v6i dan chung miét Hau-Giang.
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Con nhu cau :

“Den nao cao bang den Chdu-Doc,
Gio nao doc bang gio Nam-Vang”.

(ciing hat : “Dat nao doc bang dat Nam-Vang”)

“Ngon gio thoi sang lac vo xa chong,
Nam dém nghi lai nuwoc mat rong-rong tuon”.

Cau nay hiéu theo dja-du thi doi dang cuu tai Chau-
Déc xua co dén va cd “Thi-ngl” lam linh, con dat Cao-
Mién van cao rao va doc han hon Mién Ba-Thic dong
bang. Hiéu mot cach khac thi 1a 16i ty himg 4am chi mot
d6i vo chong nao d6 vi sinh ké chia tay nhau, ké 1én
Cao-Mién tim s¢ lam roi & ludn trén d6 lap gia dao moi,
khién cho nguoi dan ba bi bo roi than than trach phan,
nghe ma nao nuot.

Tré lai dé tai “Vung Ca-Mau la vua cé mam thién
nhién”, thi c¢6 1& xt Hau-Giang qua ding la Phat-dia.
M4y niam trudc ca mam khong biét 1am sao cho hét.
Mua nude do tom cang xi¢ Sa-Péc nhiéu cho dén doi
lay thung thiéc dong ma ban va nam 1927-1928, lac
t61 con lam viéc & d6 toi tirng mua mot ddng bac dén
bbn thung thiéc tom tuoi, thir thung mudi tam lit. Con
bap trai trén cdy bé xudng ban mdi trim 13 hai cac bac
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(0$20) thiét 1a ré mat. Mudn an tom cang tuoi nudng
lra 10, chi can sam du d6 gia vi va rugu ngon roi dé hué
cing nim ba ban tri 4m xudng tam ban chéng ra rudng
nudc ngap mua thang tam thang chin san dém thanh
glo mat trang nu’oc day thuyen mac tinh vira ca hat vua
chdng chéo luia may chiée xudng cu gidng ciia may chi
mudi [Am mudi siu tudi, tra ndm ba xu cao 1am 1a mét
cac mot hao roi trat hét ca gio tom cang, tha hd nhau
nhet.

Lo san lra sdn vira 4m vira vui, tay nudng tom tay
nang chén ruou, tom chin bé dau vat bo cuc den den
con lai gach tdm chan mot mudng nudc mim ngon,
ké miéng hup gach vo ti ddu béo téi do, thiét 1a khoai
khéu, khoai tan may xanh. An xong dau tom, léy mot
miéng banh trang (banh da), v4i lay con tom 16t vo bo
duoi kep may cong rau thom roi cham hét vao t6 nudc
mam, cudi noi gion tan, canh cang khuya tring cang
td, ruou cang thém hung chi, quén hét sy doi. Thiét
rat khac véi canh ngay nay, ban dém khong ddm néi ra
khoi mung ma con so tai hoa tir dau bay dén. Tinh coi
nam 1928, & Sa-Péc, bon thung thiéc tdm gia mot dong
bac, con nay mdt con tom udp lanh tra ba tram bac,
khong ban, nén ngay nay cai thir an tom cang nudng chi
con trén gidy tring, va trong tri nhd.
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Theo con nudc d6, xudng nira 13 t&i Cho Vang (Vinh-
Long), c6 c4 thu ca hong con thi kho ruc (nhtr) con thi
nau man ngon lanh. Xudng thém chit nita va gip mua
gid bc lai rai ¢6 sa mu nhiéu, 4y 12 mua ca chay cua
vung Tra-On, Cau-ké chay dai xuéng Vam Tan (Pai-
Ngai, Soc-Trang) *. Pay la con ca diac biét va ngon
nhit ciia xtr Hau-Giang, xua khong tién vua duogc vi
chai 1én khoi nudc 1a ca da chét khong rong khong dé
danh duoc phtt nao. Nhung mét con ca chay tuoi, muoi
¢d com Tau Cho-Lén khong doi. Ca chdy xuong rat
nhiéu, thém xuong c6 chang hai rat dé xéc vao miéng
vao mom, nhitng ké lau tau 1a biét voi nd. Duy thit cd
tuoi thi ngon ngot vo cung, va khong biét mua gip cé
bun thi nudt khong vo. Ca chay tréng, An nudng nguyén
con dam nuéc mam Hon 13 dn quén thoi, néu cé chat
bo thoa vao 1a ngon tuyét. Ca chay mai, dén mua dé lén
sanh trén song Hau khuc Tra-On, Pai-Ngii, bung tring
6¢ nde, khi vt 1én duoc, hodc niu chéo 1a ngon dao dé,
hoac kho mot Itra véi nudce dira, an véi bin thi va khong
kip dém, hodc dn véi com thi com béi quén thoéi. Nhung
to1 xin dan nho, dung vi la miéng ma an qua chén, nhut
1a ltra trmg an nhiéu, qua bita sau ngdi dau rin do, nho

23 Vam la ctra khau, miéng song. Tiéng ndy muon clia nguoi
Mién, do tiéng Péam ma ra. Vam Tan 1a bién thé cta danh tir
Mién “Péam Senn”. T6i dinh tiéng “Vam” c6 tir doi chia
Nguyén, rat thong dung trong Nam (Vam Nao, Vam Céng...).
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dém ta theo ma 16t ! Trimg cé chay c6 rat nhiéu dau, nén
béo ngon 1a phai. Tiéc thay tir ngay c6 binh lira, ca nay
bién mat trén con song Hau, ké thi néi vi gio thiét quan
luat quéa nghiém, nguoi chai ludi khong ra dung g16 nén
khong bat duoc ca, ké khac, khoa hoc hon, thi cho réng
khuc song tir Pai-Ngii 1én Tra-On bi tau chay xa dau
qua nhiéu, nudc bi 6-nhiém, ca chay séng khoéng duoc
nén da di-cu noi khéac. Con ca chay ¢ Viing Tau, mot
doi khi cling c6 ban, nhung thit cling khong ngot, co 1€
vi ca nay ¢ bién min, khong bi con ca chay & Tra-On
song lau ngay trong nudc ngot nén thit co khac.

Xuéng thém nira thi t&1 miét Bac-Li€u, tom 16ng va
tép bac kéo 1én day song, dn tuoi khong hét phai phoi
kho, con vo tom thi 1y lam phan bon trong dwa hau ban
tét va trong rau cai. Xt Bac-Liéu c6 rat nhiéu ca chét
va mot thi-si v danh nao da dé lai mot cau hat doc dia

«Bac-Liéu nudc chay lo do,
Duoi song ca chot, trén bo Tieu-Chauy.

Lay c4 chot 1a loai an ban an do dem so voi ngudi
Tiéu, tirc nguoi Trung-Hoa sanh truéng ¢ huyén Triéu-
Chau, thi 4c miéng that. Néu tac gia cAu nay ting thay
gai Tau goc Tiéu lai Mién, thi at khong sang tac cau hat
ac doc kia.
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Tir Bac-Liéu di mot d6i gip mot canh dong thap phi
nhiéu v6 cing, nhung dic biét 1a nudc song rach déu
mot mau den thAm gén nhu muc xa. Tiéng Cao-Mién
goi «srock tirc khmauy, dich “séc nudc den”. Ong ba
chung ta Vi¢t-hoa thanh Ca-Mau, ché khong phai “Ca-
M4u” nhu nhiéu dong bao thudng viét va doc.

Nhu da no1, Ca-Mau la vua ca thién nhién cua troi
danh cho con dan dat Viét. Nam 1946, nhon chay tan
cu dén xtr nay, mot budi trua ding bong, toi dang ngdi
di dudi lim dim trén thuyén, trong 1ong khong tudng
gi khac hon 1a mau thay tam yén dé chéng ghe vé xu,
bdng t6i thay bén dira nho tran truéng dang 16i doc
theo bai sinh sat bén thuyén, hai dira di sau day mot cai
thing that 16n trong c¢6 nudc 1ap xap chtra ddy ca, con
hai dira di trudce thi chuyén viéc bat ca cho vao thung.
Ma ché chi chung né bat mot cach khd nhoc thi cling
danh, dang nay chung n6 lam nhu gidn ngo, bat dé ot
ma c4 ¢ dau dé ching bat dugc qua nhiéu. Nhiéu that
nhiéu chd khong choi. Tinh coi chiing né lay tay vét
so dudi bai mot 10 trimg tron tron nhu long chao, vira
bang mot cai 10 tret tret, chung bé SQ hai 14 dura nudc
che lup-xup cho mat céi trimg, xong roi mot dira 1ay tay
bbc mdt boc cam ric so-sai noi mleng trimg. - Toi viét
chua hét cau, - thé ma khong biét ca & dau thoat tudng
vao “nghe mot cai 0”, ca day nhoc 15 trimg va toan ca
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01 1a c4, Iac-nhlic nhay soi-so1, ching no6 chi con xuc
qua thiing roi day cai 16 t6i trude, tiép tuc cai viéc bat
c4 dé nhu tro choi ma cé an thiét. Thiét 1a qua strc tudng
tuong. Tuy vay, cai xt ca day thung nay, nudc van duc
va den ngom, truy ra vi do la nuédc r dong tir [au nam
trong nhitng géc muc cua ring dira-nudc quanh nim
chay thang 14 dira va be dira-nudc muc nat hét di va tiét
ra mot chat mu den lam cho nude dudi chun rimg dira
cling den theo, chdy 160-do quanh di 10n lai, cling hoan
chd cii. Nuéde nﬁy xem lai chtra dung rat nhiéu sinh-vat,
dac biét nhit 1a con ba-khia, tirc moét loai cua cong nho
con, t&i mua no leo 1én cdy khong biét co man nao ma
ké. Nguoi tho-dan bat ba-khia cho mudi vao lam ra tht
mam dé an quanh ndm va dan nha giau Ba-Thic khong
né-ha dai khach sang bang mim ba-khia khi ném chanh
6t cho diu, vi ba-khia d¢ danh 1au “an rat bat com”.
Ngoai ra trong nudc con chtra loai ca nuéc man va vo
sO tom tép cua rua, v.v...

Nudc y tuy den vi 1a nude tram thuy, nhung khong
doc. Nguoi xtt Ca-Mau van dung dé dn dé udng va
pha tra, duy nguoi la dén day thdy van ngd-ngo nhuat
ubng. Coi vy ma d6 1a nudc mua pha 14 dira-nudc,
ubng khong sanh bénh tat duy mau kho coi, khf)ng nhu:
nudc noi rung khac thay trong veo dep mat ma udng
doc bat ngd. Cing ving Ca-Mau c¢6 giéng tram muc
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lwu-lai nhiéu doi, 14 rung cay ngd giit nudc dong lai roi
nat thanh bun, bién ra mot chit “than da non” “né-than”
(tourbe); xan vudng-van phoi cho kho, chum rét tét. D6
12 mot ngudn hoa loi rat 16n vé twong lai ma nudc ta
chua khai thac vay.

(Chon Loc sb 10 ngay 30-1-1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Sa-Deéc, Sep 17, 2015
San Chim Va Lang U-Minh

hung ta ngiy nay da quen in x06i ¢ thi, chét nay

chét mai chua biét bira ndo, nén can biét chi viéc
xua ? Nhiac dén San Chim, mudi ngudi hét tam chin
déu lac dau chiu la khong biét. Hoi toi Lang U-Minh &
vung nao ? Lai cang kho tra 101 cho thong. Chi con ba
thir gia nhu chiing toi, 1am cam tim hiéu va ghi lai kéo
khong s& quén hét di-tich co cia Mién Nam nay.

Goi rang “lang” 1a mot ving nudc lai-lang va can
can, tiy chd dat thap dat triing dya mé bién mili Ca-
Mau thoi cd, khi thdy nudc ménh mong khong bo bén
roi ty cdy co moc noi d6 ma dat tén : Lang Tranh,
Lang Dé, Lang Sac, c6 khi ngay nay khong con nira va
dat da 16i cao, nhung khi xwa nhitng chd 4y moc loan xi
toan co tranh cé dé, nén léy d6 dit tén dé doi, con “sac”

29 ¢¢

la “sac rac”, “can sac”, va day la “lang da gan can”.

Trong khi 4y, thir tra tu-dién lai thay chir Viét ta that
la rac ro1, nhu :

Vam Lan (khong g), theo b Chanh ta Viét-ngir Lé
Ngoc-Tru.
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Vam Lang (c6 g), theo Viét-Nam tu-dién Lé-van-
buc c6 Lé-Ngoc-Tru hi¢u dinh (tr.1742).

Nhu vay roi mudn viét cho diing, phai theo ong nao?
Noi ¢6 sach méch co ching, t61 nghi ¢4 hai chua dat
chua vao dit néy, thudc dia phan tinh Bac Li€u qué t61,
nhung dién nao ciing ¢6 1y

Lan : vua; ty du : lan chira than; va nhu vay Vam Lan
la vam c6 nhi€u vua; (Chanh ta Viét-nglr Lé- Ngoc Tru,
tr.342).

Lang : nudc hoi tran vao; ty du : nudc lang mat bai
(sach di dan, L.N.T,, tr.342).

Bay gio biét thi biét vay, ché viét “lan” c6 g hay
khong g, to1 xin chtra cho cac hoc gid. Nay thur hoi choi:
“Vam” c6 phai chinh tiéng Viét ta ching ? Pa danh ai
ai cling hiéu, “vam” 1a miéng, chd ra vao ctia song rach,
nh}mg xuat x{r ciia chit nay, chua chic thay déu hiéu
biét.

Tai Séc-Trang, qué t61, cd6 chg Pai-Ngai, xua goi
Cho Vam Tan, 1a dau mdi con duong Cai Quan, bat tir
chg Soc-Trang chay ra day trén xe ngua cho glay to tu
trat goi “xe t0”, dén Vam Tén sang xudng thuyen dua
ra Hué hodc len Nam-Vang hoac Ha-Tién Céan- Vot. C6
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a1 d¢ “Vam Tan” 1a Viét-hoa hai chir Tho “Péam Senn”,
Péam doi1 ra “Vam”, con Senn doi ra “Tan”.

Ngay xua doi ong Cao-Hoang tau quoc chd khong
lau, Mién Luc-tinh Nam-ky con dé lai rat nhiéu Vam,
ty nhu :

- Vam Tuong, thudc Bién-Hoa, do voi tugng cay
thanh viing thanh vam;

- Vam Nao, vi di ngang qua day, thay song sau nudc
chay, ai ai cling nao nao tam long;

- Vam Tan, da noi 161, nay con di tich phat da da gay
dau rai rac nhi€u noi, dan ban xr gom lai dat vao micu
tho goi Ong ta 4-rac,

- Vam Cé, chiara Vam Co Bong va Vam Co Tay, doc
tréo mom tréo miéng, nén Ty viét ra Vai-co va phan ra
Vai-co oriental, Vai-co occidental, nghe Tay qua c¢& va
lam diéc con ray va lac ong Bon chd khong choi.

D3 noi tiéng “vam” 1a tiéng muon cta Mién, nhung
trong Nam chung t6i di dé ra khong biét bao nhiéu
thanh ngtr rat Viét :

- VO vam : vao trong ctra song rach. Con hiéu mot
nghia nira 1a da budc vao vong. Vo vam ba con.
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- Ra vam : tr6 ra ngoai song ngoai rach, da ra ngoai
bién, khong con ¢ trong song rach dat lién nira. Thuyén
ra vam phai coi chirng song gio.

- Con ¢ ngoai vam : con & ngoai vong chua dinh an
dinh thua, chua c6 viéc gi. Danh tir ndy thuong noi vé
viéc cudi hoi. Ty du :

Pam thang A di hoi con B, di vo vam chua ? (Pi
xong xudi chua ?)

Chua. Van ¢ ngoai vam.

- N61 khong nham vam : no1 khong vao d€, con an
trot ra ngoai.

- N61 khong ra vam : néi khong ra vi, n61 khong thong.

Con mdt thanh ngir nira, theo to1 1a ngd nghinh nht,
nhung cat nghia huych-tet ra day, e d6 mat ba con; do
1a “mutia v vam”. Cai nghia ngdy tho hon hét 1a ta dira
nhd bu v me, ndé ngdm mém day miéng cai dau nhil
hoa. Nhung con mdt nghia khac, kho cit nghia va ctr
dé hiéu ngam, nhu vay cho khoi bi cay kéo cua mu gia
kiém duyét.

Mang no6i sa-da ma quén phut vo deé 1a “san chim™.
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Tinh Rach-Gia (vi chung quanh cé nhiéu cay gia,
tirc mot loai tram), nay dodi tén lai goi “Kién-Giang”,
c6 mot con song 16n chay ngang c6 tén rat ném na 1a
“song Cai Lon”. Noi vam, song rong cd dén hai cdy s6
ngan, trong mut mat, chd buc trung d6 hai trim thudc,
con chd vira vira nho nhut ciing do duoc tdm chin chuc
thudc Tay; con bé sdu trung binh c6 dén chin muoi sai
tay, thi€t 1a mgt con song tro1 sanh mach mau cua khu
rimg ndy. Lac nho 16i nim 1917, t6i theo Ba t6i di tir
Tra-Bang qua Rach-Gi4, ntra chung tau hu may sang
qua ghe 16n chéo thang thét mot ngay rong rd ma dau
chang t6i dau, quanh qua 10n lai ciing thdy miy ngon
ban va ngon gia xanh om tuoi tét va vo sd khi con khi
me nhay nhot khot khet trén cdy. Song nay tro cia tai
Rach-Gia, noi vam, khi con nuéc 16n thuong c6 song
than cao do ba bon thudc 1am trd ngai va nguy hiém cho
su luu thong khong it. Song dai trén nam sau chuc hai-
ly, va gobm nhiéu nhanh téa ra nhu canh quat, bat dém
tir Bac xudng Nam, dai khai c6 : song Cai Bé, rach Cai
Nhut, song Cai Lon, rach Nudc Trong, rach Ngan Drra,
rach Chanh va rach Canh Dén. Mét con song nira nho
hon d6 nuéc ra bién gan vam Cai Lon 14 rach Gidng
Riéng chia nhau dem nudc tudi rudng cia cac chi dién
canh dong Rach-Gia. Nhung déng ké 12 ngon song Cai
L&n ndy, chd goi rach Chic Bau, 4y d6 1a san chim da
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c6 tir doi Pang cuu dé lai. Xudng mot do nira 13 giap
song Canh Dén, gan vung Ca-Mau.

Canh Dén c6 cai tén kha khéu goi, va co ngudi trude
day da cat nghia canh dén 1a ¢ gan dén, o bén canh cai
dén, 1ay tich chua Nguyén, trong budc mong tran, dén
day c6 day dap mot cai nén nha cho mot ba cong chia
em gai cua ngai. Nhung cat nghia lam vay 1a “au”, vi
dén cong chua néi ddy von & ving séng Cai Tau thude
xa Khanh An (Ca-Mau), va d6 la mot cai md cua mot
ba cong chua vo phudc tir tran trong budi luu vong ché
khong phai nén nha dé 6.

Riéng t6i, t6i nhé 1o tiéng Mién c6 danh tir “trdy
canh-denn”, tirc 1a “con ca tré”, thit nuéng va kho voi
14 glrng an rat ngon va rat béo. Tray 1a con c4, va canh-
denn 13 tén cta loai ca tré goi theo Tho. Va day chang
qua la suy luan cua t61, khong c6 chi dam bao. Nhung
tha that, nguoi ndo c6 timg dat chon noi chon nay, phai
nhin nhan c4 tré c4 chét va dia trdu dia mén cling nhu
con vat, khong xtr ndo nhiéu bang Ngudi Mién 1a mot
gidng dan séng bang nhiéu tho mong, thuong dat tén xir
bang nhimng gi tuong trung dic sic va ta thuong nuong
theo tén Tho cii ma goi nhitng x1 4y, cho hai sic din dé
hiéu va dé nhin nhan véi nhau. Cai cau toi da nhac do
nao va ngdy nay pho bién ai ai ciing thuéc nam long 14 :
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“P1 dau cling nho Canh Bén”, hodc 1a “Ho1 anh con
nhé Canh Dén ?”,

“Mudi kéu nhu séo thoi, dia 1én nhu banh canh !”

b6 la canh tugng cua budi so khai khi Canh Pén con
la noi rirng sau dia vat, chd ngay nay Canh Bén da thanh
dién va c¢6 nhiéu nha ¢, hét rung ron roi.

San chim, doi trude chua bién ra rudng lta phi nhiéu,
van 1a noi moc toan c¢é lup xup chen véi cay rung sac
minh mong, rat hop cho chim choc dén 1am 6 sanh sanh
dé dé, va déu thudc loai chim 16n con cua thoi thuong
o xa xdm con sot lai, va nay vi dan dong on ao nén da
rit lui gan mat dang.

1) chim thang bé, goi lam vay vi to con 16ng nhiéu,
khi dap xuodng nudc, van virng nhu mot chiéc be, Phap
goi pélican, nay con lai rat it, gan tiét giong.

2) chim gia soi, cling goi chim 16ng 6. V4 lai nguoi
Mién Nam von ¢ rat xa triéu dinh vua chua, dn n6i khong
gitt mom giit mép, vén gdec ngudi bi do bi luu, trude kia
di lap don dién, than tro troi khong duoc dan dit vo con
theo, nén theo t61, co 1€ phén nao vi thiéu dan ba phuni
ké bén, vi “thiéu cai d6” nén trong ngdn ngit nodi ning,
khong can dé dat lai con c¢d ¥ 1a khac, thuong pha dam




176 Vwong Hﬁng Sén

thanh ngir khéu goi, tuy tuc ma giang thanh. *

Boi ¢ xa triéu dinh nén 161 n6éi moc mac qué mua, cir
thdy con chim nay dic sic co bo 16ng den thi goi con
chim 10ng 6, va cling vi thdy dau chim s6i soi, nén goi
do6 1a con chim gia soi, hodc cling goi con chim gia day,
vi di gia ma ché, thém noi c6 co kém mat céi tai deo
10ng thong nhong nhanh noi can ¢6 trui lai 16ng, trong
di hom nhu 130 thay ria deo bau trén san khau hét boi.
Cai ddy 4y, n6i ma thuong, chim danh dung c4 dé chiéu
dem vé 6 nudi con. Phap goi le marabout, danh tir nay
muon tir dan A-rap cling c6 nghia ldo thay phu thuy kho
hanh thuat phéap cao cuong, thuong dong mot chan nam
nay qua thang no, y nhu chim gia day khi chd bat ca
dudi rudng cling co mot gid, mat lim dim khong khac.

__Tbi con nhé 16i ndm 1958, duge ra Hué di chung voi
24 Viét dén day lai nhd nim xua lac con lam & vién bao tang
trong S& Thu, ngay ngay ra vo thdy thé bang kém treo than cay
trong trudc vién ba chir to tudng “cdy nhac ngua”, thiét 1a
chuéng mit ma khong dam noéi. Nguyén ciy nay thud nay trong
Nam goi 1a “cady dai ngua”, vi trai cua né dong danh tren canh
ton ten y nhu ngoai than con ngua, cling tron tron moc moc
khong khac. Khong ngd mot hom no éng tong-thdng ho Ngo
xach gdy v vuon bach thao thay ciy la mat hoi ciy gi, nhan
vién trd 101 d6 1a “cay dai ngua”, ngai dé mat va qud. Nhan vién
so qua treo bang d6i tén. Thiét 1a ngd ngan va bo dit khong
nham chd.
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phai doan cac 6ng gido su va cac ong cu co cu tan khoa
bai hoc Van khoa Sai-Gon. Luc Viéng nha cu Ngo-
Dinh-Kha, t6i 1am tai khong cat nghia cho cac co cac
cdu rang con chim nudi trong san nha ndy va nhu da
thay trudc mat luc bay gio, co cai ddy mang trude nguc,
nén tén né 1a con “gia day”. Bat ngd 6ng Ngo-Pinh-Can
& sau lung t6i hoi ndo ma toi khong hay, khi nghe t6i cat
nghia do6 1a con chim “gia day” tirc thi 6ng nat t61 mot
tiéng 16n va cai chinh lai : Ht ! khong phai chim gia
day ! P6 1a chim ong 1do (Ngo-Dinh-Can dixi) (T6i xin
man phép dung tiéng la-tinh noi day, va dixi c¢6 nghia
1a “J’ai dit”, tirc ong Can noi vay). Me 0i, thé 13 toi bita
d6 da gip ong C6 Trau, nén toi 1am sao dam cai ? Toi
lam thinh chiu tran, nhung trong tham tam t61 néi du té1
nghe : “A | Té ra cting mot con chim s6i dau, dbi voi
t61 1a dira hdn hao, ngudi rimg r sanh tai Mién Nam xa
vua chiia, n6 1a con gia ddy, hodc con gia so6i; con d6i
v6i dong thi-1& danh-gia & kinh ky nhu 6ng C6 Trau, né
dich thi 1a chim 6ng 1ao d6 chtr I” Long dan long, dan
con dan chau, ra day phai li¢u 161 ma néi, khong thi...

3) Con chim thir ba 1 con “choé dong”, tén nghe la 15
tai, tuy van la mdt loai “long 6” “gia s61”, nhung “ché
dong” nho con hon thém c6 tanh thich an bay do6 do do6

thai y hét nhitng ché hoang ngoai dong khong khac.
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4) Con chim thtr tu 1a chim cu dén, ma mot do nao,
161 nam 1923-1924, luc di cudi vo & Tra-Cudn (Soc-
Trang) (lang Lich tra, Tho goi Preck Tra-Cuon), éng
nhac gia t61 ddm bo ra mot tram déng bac 16n (100500)
dé mua mot con chim cu dén vé nudi, va danh tir “dong
bac 16n” khong phai do t61 bay dat, ky that bac luc do
16n thiét chd khong choi, gid tri bang mot ngan dong
ngay nay hodc hon nita (bac nim 1974). Ong nhac gia
td6i mua chim cu dén méc tién, vi tin 1on ddn mau tuoi
chim néy tr1 duoc bénh lao phéi.

5) Tiép theo 1a chim bd néng, tirc loai thang bé nho
con. Theo sach ké lai, vao khoang dau triéu Nguyén doi
hai vua Gia-Long va Minh-Mang, thi san chim ¢ vung
Pong-Lac, trén ngon song Cai Nude va song Thu Nhat,
nhung vao cudi doi Tu-Dtic va budi dau nhimg nim
thudc Phap, san chim doi vé & ngon rach Chic Bau, dau
nguodn song Cai Ldn, noi lang goi “Vinh-Khanh”, vi &
bong-Lac, bi nguoi pha phéach sat hai qua nén chim ¢
khong duogc phai doi di. Chung qui cling con & vung
rung tinh Rach-Gia cii.

Séng Thu Nhat 1a song nao ? Trén dia do ctia nguoi
Phap khong thay vé€, hay la da bi lap can bién thanh
dién roi chang ? Vung rung nay vao thoi dang cuu, bon
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mua 2 dé sdy va co6 hoang moc day tim-lum, moc trong
nudc xap xap ran rit & khong dugc, cop beo ciing khong
6, nén d& bé chim tu tap dé tring, lam 6 tu do, khi
tring nd ra con thi chim con dé tap 16i tap bat ca nudi
than va tha ho triing gidn nd dua. Ctr vao thang muoi
ta, khong biét tir dau trung trung diép diép chim bay vé
day 1am 6 dé trang. Pén thang mudi mot thi chim mai
dé xong, dén luot chim trong va chim mai luan phién
ap, dén ching trimg nd chim con du 16ng du canh biét
bay sap san, thi ca doan, vira cha me¢ vg con ca gia dinh
chim bén dua nhau bay vé miét Bién Ho trén dat Cam-
bu-chia ma sanh séng dé dén mua xudng San Chim
sanh d¢ nfra.

25 Ba tiéng : tu, tu bén, trong Nam ngoai Bic dung khong
gidng nhau. P may lan t6i viét “tu b&”, “tu mua”, goi xuéng
nha in, déu bi cac thay co va tho sap chit ngu:(n Bic, sira cua toi
lai 12 “t&r b&”, “tr muia” cho nén phen ndy t6i doi lai noi “bdn
mua” xem cac bac c6 sua nira khong. Nhung nam 1944, t61 noi
“mot ngan chin tram bdn muoi bén”, cac bac lai ndi “mot ngan
chin traim b6n muoi tu” ? Thé 13 ngoai 4y c6 chir “tu” nhung it
xai va quen xai chit “tir”. O gan nha c¢6 quan cha L, nguoi Hai-
Nam. Vo anh éy thir tu, cho nén ai goi anh Tu Lu thi anh chiu,
goi Bon Lu anh ray. Toi cong nhan Tu Lu nghe thanh va B.L.
nghe ky qua.
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C)ng Mac Linh-Cong (Ha-Tién) c6 dé 1ai mot bai tho
ta rat dung :

Chau Nham lac 1§

Biét cho ma nuong ay méi khén

Bay vé dam cii mdy miwoi mudn.

Da glang chir nhut dai tram truong,

Lai sdp ban vdy trdang mdy non.

Ngay giita ba thu ngdn phén vé, (phan vay)
Pém truong chin ha tuyét swong con.

Quen cay chim thé ngum quen chua,

Dé doi ngan can mot tam son.

(Theo Qudc-am thi hiép tuyén cua Lé-Quang-Chiéu,
1903)

T6i da trot muon bai Chau Nham lac 10 d€ noi vé san
chim Chac Bau. Ngay xua ham néi chit, nén goi san
chim 1a “diéu dinh”, va d6 1 canh ddc biét cua dat Ha-
Tién va Rach-Gia, nay khong con nira, tiéc vay thay.
Xua nhing noi dy qui tu cac loai chim 16n dén day sanh
song trong vung tu do tro1 nudc, mdc tinh sanh dé va
tha ho an c4 tom so dc.

Bai tho trén day, toi1 thich nhut 1a cap trang :
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“Da giang chit nhuet dai tram truong,

Lai sdp ban vdy trdang mdy non”.

Va phai tung di miét rirng sdc Rach Gia nhiing nam
xua, khi vao chiéu sap tdi, théy dan co dan di¢c bay vé
6, xép thanh mot vét chit “nhirt” dai ndi lién hai phuong
troi tdy dong, va ngé téi ngé lui chung quanh chd dung,
chd ngdi, nhitng doan chim trang phéu bd dai b ngang
y nhu sdp mot ban cd vy ma tring diém nét ngang
doc 13 16ng co, trong khi 1ong lang lang goi hig bong
nghe trén may thét 1én may tiéng dai ctia bay nhan kéu
suong, ai sao toi khong biét ché riéng to1, nam 1946
dang tan cur, t01 thoat nhd khong rd to tién ta 4t co phai
gidng rong giéng tién sanh trong boc traim trang, hay co
18, phai hon, dting hon, 1a con chau loai chim hong chim
hdc, chim lac hay loai “oroc” trong than thoai, hodc gia
nhimg con than diéu Mién Nam ma tuong trung gan
hon hét 1a nhimg gia soi, gia ddy, thang be, cho dong
ma troi khién con sot lai, vao nhitng ngay linh thinh bay
ting bé ting 1, canh che t6i mot goc troi, va ngoai kia
v6i long kinh can da goi “chim 6ng 130” va cu Sao-Nam
khi lua biét-hiéu, dd c6 tham y 1lam vay.

Trong Nam van c6 dung chit “l30” trong danh tir
Quang-bong : “co Ir” (cao-120) va “chi-1t” (phi 1ao0) va
van hon xugc tanh tro1 khong bo : thang cao, thang map.
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Nhic dén san chim, xin cho tdi tan rong thém, mac dau
trung diép véi viée dd co néi roi, 1a canh rimg Chic-Bau
(Rach-Gia) khoang trén bon nim chuc nim vé trudc,
khong c6 noi nao thuan tién hon cho chim dén 1am 6 dé
tring va ong ba ta da dat tén Ia “san chim” tham phai.
Con noi ndo thuan tién cho bang ving Chic-Bau nhing
niam 4y ! (va toan 1a nhitng danh tir Mién con sét lai :
Chac-Dét, Chic- Bang, Chic Ca-DPao, V.V...). Chic-Bau
tu bé rimg cdy sac lap xtp hoang vu, chon ngudi it di
lai, toan day may co lac, nudc ngap 1é-dé du lam cho
loai ran loai cop dir khong & duogc, thém co6 nudc ngot
chtra sdn quanh nam, cho nén tha hd chim co dén day
ma 1ap tiéu giang san cta loai diéu-cam, mdi nim tdi
d06 thu tan troi bét mua gia, 16i dau thang mudi ta, 1a c6
chim bay tir miét Bién Ho song 16n, dén ddy ma sanh
con dé chau. Dan dau 1a loai bd nong.

B6-nong di tién phuong, dén Chac-Bau don du’O’ng,
lay mo bén 1am binh khi, can co lac nga rap xubng, roi
lay chon d¢ nhep, doan dung mo can dan, két thanh mot
cai 6 bang phang dé chd “bo-néng phu- nhan” dén goi
trimg va ap. Bo-nong lang-quan dang 1a mot kién-tric-
su cO kinh nghiém chd khong vira. Truéce khi khot cong
lam 0, tuy chon dugc chd thuan tién roi, nhung k§-su
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nha ta con thd mo xudng do thir muc nude. Néu gip chd
dat qua sau, so e sau trang gip am thap uét at sé thuai
s& ung khong no duoc, thi 130 khong tiéc gi chat cong,
bo noi d6 bay tim noi khac. Poi khi nao gip chd hap v,
cao rao, nudc vira du xap xap 1am cho cop ran khong
& dugce, khi Ay bo-ndng lang-quan s& don 6 nhu di noi
ban ndy. Lai mot phen trd tai, vira can than can tir cong
co tha vé roi 1ay d6 két dan thanh mot cai 6 that khéo,
vira giam dap chd co bi can don mét vai viing nudc
trong dé sau ndy chim con vira ra 16ng canh dén day tap
161 tap 1an va triing gidn cho mau 16n. Qua thang muoi-
mot ta bo-ndng phu-nhon s& tir Bién H6 bay mot mach
dén Chac-Bau dé du ba trimg vira trong trong cd trimg
ngdng ta, roi v chong rap nhau dé hué luan phién ap
trimg, chim nao chua t&i phién 4p thi ¢6 phéan su di bat
c4 tha mdi vé nudi ban. Tring nd ro1, phan su chim cha
chim me cling chua hét, vi vin con phai doi chim con
du 16ng du canh dé vé sau khi ndo minh én chim con
buon chai dugc voi doi, khi Ay ca gia dinh sé& roi Chac-
Bau dé di sinh séng noi ving Bién Ho song cai. Nhitng
lac chim mai con non ngay va chim con con yéu dudi
thi b6 nong trong lo vé lwong thue va di kiém an rat xa,
nguoi ta biét chic duge nhu vy 1a nho chimg nghiém
cho thay loai ca do chim tréng tha vé toan 1 c4 miét
Ba-Thic, Mékong, ving Chac-Bau van khong sinh san
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ra gidng 4y. Nghi cho thién dao that 13 chi cong. Sanh
thang beé gia ddy déu cho déo thém cai tai da noi can
co, phong khi bit dugc ca mubdn dem vé cho thé nhi,
thi hiy khoan nudt vao hong va ctr nhét tam vao day dé
d6 cho khi chiéu toi bay vé 6 s& mta 6i ra ca sdng chia
cho chim mai 1am moi dat cho chim con an. it 1au sau
khi chim con da kha trong thi chim cha chim me c6 thé
cung bay di kiém moi va htt hy vo chong man ngay dén
chiéu t6i méi vé 6. Nhitng luc 4y chim con vi d6i nén la
day rimg. Va ciing vi thé ma cac tay 1am nghé 13y 16ng
chim biét duoc 1a di téi mua. Ho lay 16ng vé 1lam quat
1am non 13 hai mén noi tiéng vao thoi d6 va da timg lam
vat cong pham dang 1én vua quan x@ Hué, thinh hanh
nhut tir doi Gia-Long dén Ty Puc va dén doi Thanh-
Thai, Duy-Tan van con lam. Néu khong dén kip ngay
kip budi, chim con bay dugc thi con c6 nudc hdt vo
tring dem vé lam thudc ! Bang dén kip thi mot cudc sat
sanh tan nhan lai dién ra, thiét con nguoi 1a gidng doc
dir khong ai bang. Cho dén ngay nay chim bo dut ving
Chac-Bau khong vé dy 1am 6 nira 13 cling vi dong bao
ta thud éy, an trai dén géc, an chao dai bat, va co tat 1on
biét an ma khong biét dudng moén 1oc trdi danh cho.

Va chang chim bo-nong thi lam 6 dudi dat say dat
lac, trai lai chim thang-be, 16ng-6, chd dong thi lam 6
trén cay, cir moi cay ban cay dudc cay gid la dém ca
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chuc cé trdm 6, toan dan két bang ré cdy va nhanh kho
dan bén rat khéo va rat chic, mua gi6 khong rot. Trude
day, ving Vinh-Héo (rimg Thay Quon) giita song Cai
Nitra va song Cai Nude, c6 rat nhiéu 6 chim 16n khong
biét co man nao ma ké. Nghiét mot ndi la bon loai chim
16n 4y lai khong biét dum boc va két canh voi nhau, trai
lai lai thu nghich 1an nhau va khong khung dung tha
cho nhau, mdi 1an gip mit 13 can danh giét hai 13n nhau
ma chét mon chét lun rat nhiéu. Nhung tai hai hon ca
1a tho 14y 16ng giét choc khong nuong tay. Boi thé rimg
Ca-Mau, Rach-Gia nay gan tiét giong, that 1 dang tiéc.
Trong bdn gidng chim nay thi loai bo- nong va thing-
bé, thi hién hau va biét thuong con, duy c6 loai gia diy
va cho-ddéng, ¥ minh voc 16n thém quen nét luoi biéng,
nén cao-bdi s6 dach ! Hai giébng cho dong va gia diy
bay qua 6 chim bd nong vach miéng chim me cudp
song ¢4 nguyén con dem vé nudi con minh, trude khi
ngdn nghién gianh giut ca ctia bd néng cho no bung cai
d3. Toi nghiép bo- néng vi yéu thé, nho con hon, nén ca
vo 1an chong cu khong lai va thuong bi cudp miéng ca
miéng moi khi chua kip nudt vao hong hodc chua kip
phan phat cho con.

Va day dtng 1a luat “16n an hiép nho™, chim an hiép
chim, dién tai rirng xanh trudc khi dem ra dién noi thanh
thi cho bua !
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CACH LAY LONG CHIM :

Vao doi dang cuu, nghia 1a trude khi vao tay Tay
chiém déng, c6 18 nap vua ngoai Hué, thué phong ngan,
tirc hoa loi vé mat ong sap trang, va thué 1ong chim,
cling déu 13 hoa loi thién nhién rimg gia Ca-Mau va
Rach-Gia.

Nay néi vé cach lay 16ng chim. Lic ay, khi chim vira
vé ring 16t 6 thi dd c6 bon nha nghé dau nau t6 chirc sai
nguoi di hot trimg va di nho 16ng chim. Tuc xua thud
éy, sanh hoat con ré, cho nén gia mudn nay nhac lai
tuong chung kho tin lam thiét :

1) Trudc hét c6 nhom 1am cong, danh goi 1a “ban gii
san”, c6 phan sy canh gac nhitng 6 chim ctia minh vao
rimg thay va khan trude. Vira giilt san, ho vira gitt tring
va chim non, cho khoi bi ké khac 1én dén cudp doat. Ctr
muoi nguol hi¢p nhau [am mot nhém, 1anh cong véi
chu, cir mdi mua ké tir dau thang mudi-mot ta cho dén
ra giéng, an cong ba thang 1a mot trim quan tién 26 va c6
phan sy vao san chim xép dit cong viée cho nguoi khac
vao bat chim nhd léy long canh. Trude tién, ho don mot

26 Lic t6i con nho, 16i ndm 1905-1910, con nghe dng ba noi
“mot dong bac dn bay quan tién k&m” va mdi quan 13 1 chudi
x6 600 tién kém. 10 dong k&m x6i an no bung hon 50 bac xdi
ngay nay (nam 1974).




An Com Méi No6i Chuyén Cii 187

con dudng dan tr mé nudc mé rach cho dén tan chd
chim lam 0, phai phat c¢6 don sach ciy cdi cho kha bang
phang tron tru, va don sin mot cai bod dé chira nh6t chim
va don hai hang rao lam bang cha nhanh dé khi dudi thi
chim s& chay trong vong rao ngay vo bo khong thoat
sdy con nao dugc. Cir cai vong rao thir nhat dai d6 nam
sau thudc moi bén 1a co rao thém mot hang nhanh cay
cho khit do hai thuéc bé cao, cbt dé lua chim ¢ theo
con duong vach sdn ma chay ngay vao bo, khong sot lot
ra ngoai. Trong vong rao ndy 1 cai “khai” vi bén trong
va d6 mdi 1a chd sat sanh giét chim khong mot chut
nuong tay, va nghi ra 16p xua, cach khai thac that 1a tan
bao, ac khong chd néi. Va qua béo hién nhién 1a ngay
nay con chau chiing ta bi truat mat an 16c “san chim”
cling 1 vira. (Néu ngay nay con khai thac cach nay, at
bi hoi bao vé thi vat khiéu nai hoidc ngan can roi). Nhic
lai cai khai hay 16p vong rao thir nhi bén trong vong rao
thtr nht, ngay lua va bat chim, cai khai 4y sé& bi dep bo
va san trong c6 ¢o va cay moc lup xup cling dugc don
lai sach s& bang phang dé “ha” cac chim khong cho sot
méng nao ! Bat dau thang giéng ta thi chim con di du
16ng du canh, cho nén ciing di dén ky thay tay, giao cho
nguoi khac. Pén day muoi nguodi cia nhom “ban gitr
san” trao san cho cha mudn, lanh sb tién céng 1a mot
ngan quan sé& chia lai cho mudi nguodi, moi nguoi 1anh
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mot tram quan la cong lam ba thang tron tir thang mudi
mot nam cli dén thang giéng nam mai.

2) Tiép theo viéc gitt san, nay dén viéc ha sat chim.
Viéc ndy giao cho 16i hai chuc ngu:(‘yi lanh lam dudi
danh tir Ia ¢ ban giét”. Bon nay phan dong la nhung tay
mo, méi tuyén dung va c6 khi cling gdbm mot sO ban gilt
san nay lanh tién roi, thoa thuén véi chu, & lai tlep tuc
lam thém va an thém mot sb tién cong khac nira. Tién
cong nay da co 1é sin tinh 1dy bo dong 12 bang mot phan
mudi cua sb tién ban chim minh ha sat dugc.

Tui “ban giét” nay s& lua mot dém tdi troi dé khoi
cong. Ho cho dén canh hai, cho chim me chim cha roi
6 bay di kiém moi, va cho cho cac chim con d3 an uéng
no né va dang say ngu, khi ay hai chuc nguoi “ban giét”
s& phan ra tir top, moi ngudi dem theo mot cay choi cha
va hai cdy dudc. Ho dot dude sang ruc mot khu rimng,
roi ho ho hét la 6 dudi hét cac chim tir vong bao ngoai
khién cho chim hot hoang chay vao san trong, noi day
da c6 khai vi san. Mot phan vi ltra chay do dong va
tiéng hét tiéng la day troi lam cho chim kinh so tuéng
chay vao khai nhu nuéc v& bd, mot phan vi chua timg
gip nan la ling nhu vay, nén toi nghiép thay cho nhiing
chim con vo0 td1 da dua nhau chay va gianh nhau chay
troi chét vao khai gﬁn hét rao. Pa vay ma m¢ ban giét,
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con tiép tay nhau chay don chay déo va tiép lta nhitng
chim ndo sot tré cho lot vao khai vao bd ca dam, vira lua
vira la hét nhung ciing vira quo chdi cha danh dudi bay
bu-mat va bay mat co, mat diéc bay timg dam nhu cat
bui, bu can dbt tung birng. Bu mét va mat chim tra thu
cho chim cén nhtrc nhéi, nhung vi ham tién, bon ban
giét nao ¢o so.

Khi chim chéc di sa vao bd vao khai r6i, thi bon sat
nhon goi 1a “ban giét”, s¢ danh mo vao khai va chia
nhau ra tay bat chim vo toi bé ¢ quing lam mot dong
that 16n, khong chit gém tay. Con nao thiy chua du
16ng du canh con non nét qua thi tha cho, “chd nita may
16m s¢€ hay !”.

Cuoc tan sat nﬁy bat dau tur khuya dén mat troi moc
thi nghi. To1 nghi€p cho cac chim cha chim me, trua va
chiéu hom sau khi bay vé 6, dem moi vé cho con bong
khong thay con va 6 dau mat, nén bay liéng trén cao
tiéng la hét tudng dén dong troi. Ca hai ba ngay lién,
cac chim mat con van tim toi mai va khi biét han “van
s huu hy”, khi dy chiing méi chiu lia dat Mién Nam rut
lui vé dat Bién HO, c6 1& hién hon va khoan lugng dung
tha hon. Tai vi vay ma khi chim thay 16ng va 16n 1én, thi
mé 10c¢ troi kia dd vé bon Mién Bién Hb an tron, hudng
thé dam dan Mién Nam qué tan 4c, khién cho ong troi
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da truat 16¢ di phan nao.

M&i dém giét chim, tinh bo ddng mdi noi c6 dén mudi
ngan con bi ha sat. Va biét may trim may ngan noi nhu
vay. Va dau phai mot ky ma thoi. Lai con tai tam tai ti,
ba bdn luot nira mai chiu ngung tay, vi vao thang hai,
thang ba am lich, van con ldy 16ng ky nhi va ky ba tirc
ky chot.

3) Ban giét lam cong viéc bé co chim xong thi rat lui,
nhuong chd cho mot tép khac, danh goi “ban nho 16ng”
tirc 12 bon an céng lam muén chuyén nghé nhé 16ng
canh chim da chét. Ho an cong dém dau chim ma tinh
tién, dém timg bo 16ng tét va xau, va nhiéu khi ciing
mot nhon-cong 4y dang s6 mot ky lam “ban giir san”,
ky nhi lam “ban giét” roi ky ba lam “ban nhé long”,
thanh thir trong nam thang, ho kiém dugc mdi nguoi
ngoét nam bay trim quan tién voi mot nghé khong cuc
kho chi lam.

4) Theo sau bon nho 16ng chanh thirc, c6 mot tép
khac goi 1a bon “can ho61” tuc 1a bon an ké an bon, di
mot 1ong chim cua bon trudc ché bo, va mot ludn mé
thit va xac chim dé nau, thang lay md 1au dau dung thap
den.
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Mbdi bo 16ng chim dém ra c6 ba muoi hai hoic ba
muoi sau 16ng tot ban dit tién va do chimg ba muoi
16ng ngan hon, sau nay dung dé két tui két tua nhitng
kiéng quat 16n nha quan.

Dang tiéc nhut va xa xi nhit 1a vao thoi budi 4y khong
biét mét mé thit chim wép mudi phoi lam khé hodc 1am
mam hodc dong hop dé danh duoc 1au ngay. Ho an thit
chim qué nén ngan nguoc dén phat én, va thira thai qua
nén hiy hoai khong tiéc, bo lai giita rimg cho dan kén-
kén qua qua mot may mac tinh.

Nhitng chim nga dat nhu bo-nong thi lua thi vi. Con
nhitng chim 1am 6 trén cdy nhu thang-be, gia soi, cho-
dong thi lai ¢6 cach khac. Ban ngay ho chia nhau di tim
chd chim lam 6, 1am d4u cho nhé rdi dém dén ho leo
1én bat vin hong quing xubng cho nguoi ¢ dudi chuc
san nho 16ng két bo cho vao thi vao bao, roi di qua chd
khac lam nhu vay nira. Thit gia-day, nhang-sen ngay
nay ta lay 1am qui, thit @6 nhu thit bo, nau ca-ri chién
bit-tét ngon thdu may xanh, nhung thoi d6 ho bo khong
tiéc chut nao.

Poi d6, nhirng 16ng chim tot ban dén mot quan tién
moi bd. Long chim thang beé dai 16n thi mac tién hon va
khi tring mua thau dugc nhiéu, g0p lai can ban ta ban
ki cho chéc khach chd vé Tau, va mdi ta long chim tinh
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dén ba tram quan tién kém.

Tiéc thay vi hity hoai khong biét dudng, khong biét
trtt liéu lo hau vé sau, phan thi mot 16p lay 1ong giét
chim khoéng chira tring mén, phan thi mot 16p lo 1am
giau cach khac 1a khan ring khai pha d6n cay sat dat
bién rung thanh rudng trong lua, chim khong con chd
yén than dé 1am 6 nén ngay nay diéu-dinh hay san chim
nhu thud trude, chi nghe nhic tiéc chd khong con nita.

Vo nam 1946, t6i tan cu vao rung, thuyén chéo lan
di téi miét Ca-Mau, Canh-Dén ma khong hay biét. Mot
bu01 nhiéu kia, thuyen t6i di lac dén mot cum rung tbi
vang bong ngudi ¢, bdng thay mot doan ghe 16n ¢ nho
cO tyu chum nhum lai, t61 mon men bao chéo thuyén
lai gan, md&i hay day 13 mot “cho nodi” chuyén ban chim
diéc ra rang, thuyén dong- ken 1a vi khach tan cu tur
xtr la nghe don nén dén day thuéng thire. Ho chién sin
nhung con néng hoi, ctr ba con chim vang khé 1a mot
déng bac, t01 mua an thur, vira bung déi vura la miéng,
ngon qua, téi mua sau con chia nhau trong thuyén, mot
minh t6i d4 nudt hai con ! Nham lai bo-cdu ra rang
trong hiéu cao lau danh tiéng 0 Cho-Lén nhu Thoai-
Quynh-Lam hoic Ngoc-Lan-Pinh, cling khong chic gi
ngon hon. Hoi ra chim ay “luom” trong san chim nho ¢
Canh- Pén. Nhung nay giéng chim 16n con nhu thang-
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be, gia-day thi hiém lam, nay chi con di¢c-mde co-ma
dién dién, le-le ma thoi.

Ngay nay ngdi cim cui danh may ba truong hoi- ky
nay nhd lai canh tri xua trdi nuéc binh bong, mot con
thuyén vo dinh, mé tudi bén muoi da di ddu mat. Dau
thém an chim diéc ra rang ba con mot dong, cling chang
nhé 16 chd nao ma tim. Khong biét bay gid noi ving
x0i dau hoang vu 4y, ho con chién chim nita hay thoi ?
Khach tan cu Sai Gon da vé hét, cai ving khi ho co gay
kia, ho V?ln gilr gia ba con mot dong hay da leo thang
1én dén may ngan ? Gi4 thir san chim sin md, dufng 1én
mot quan mo coi1 trong DPéng Ong C9, hoc nghe chu
quan chlen chim, chang 1a su:omg gip may cai nghé nao
¢ viét chuyén bang quo nhu vay.

Va tiée thay mot hoa lgi thién nhién do san chim troi
danh ma vi khong khéo bao ton dung dudng nén ngay
nay di mat. Mat tai minh ché khong phai tai 6ng troi
doan 10c.

Mot dip khac nhac ludn lai day. Luc nho 16i nam
1915, t6i ham di ban chim bang gian thun va sung hoi
(carabine a air comprime¢), c6 blra anh em vui chon di
qua xa, vao té1 mot chua Mién goi Xa-Lon (Wat Xa-
Lon) cach chg Soc Trang trén muodi cdy sd trén con
duong xubéng Bac-Liéu, toi gip noi ddy mot bay diéc-
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mdc, dén nwong nau noi vudn dau cia cac nha su Tho.
Dudi dat 1a mot ngdi chua d6 s trang nghiém noc do
au, trén kia 1a ngon dau gdc to may 6m xen véi cay diép
c6 thu nhanh nhéc ngdng ngoéo va rop trdi 1a 6 chim
diéc trung trung diép diép dém c6 s6 mudn sd we, phan
chim tich tu dudi gdc cay day trén thudc Tay. La nhut
1a phong tuc ngudi Co- me xuat than vao chiia mic 4o
vang tung kinh Phat. Ho khong sat sanh, nhung khi di
khat thuc, ai cho gi an ndy, néu co ra-gu bit-tét ciing
khong chira, nhut 13 ho biét du gip mon an lam bang
thit co thit diéc, thi ho du hiéu thit chim ay 1a cta sin
chtia minh nuéi do nguoi trong x6m bat 1én dem vé xao
x40 thém 6t thém do gia vi r6i dung 1én cho ong sii,
thé ma ong sdi dau troc van dn ngon lanh, ciing khong
ngom miéng chut nao. Tham chi xin dugc dem vé dang
1én Sai-ca “luc-cy”, thi Sdi-ca cling chirng-miéng thanh
thue, khong tir chdi miéng nao ! Toi 14y lam la, hoi thi
ho dép tinh bo “To6i ngudi lam, nguoi Ay sat sinh ngudi
ay chiu. Chiing toi 1a nguoi di khat thyc ma !”. Cho nén
trong doi néu c6 di tu nén lua lam éng cha sang ndc mot
t6 ca-phé sita to bang to cung nude, bang khong thi nén
lam sai Mién.

Nam 1915, to1 c6 xin ta tic noi chua Xa Lén mot
dém, tiéng chim bay vé bay di va tiéng chim con réo
me nghe diéc tai diéc 6c ma thay sao cac sii van ngt
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ngay pho-pho. La mot diéu 1a sang hom sau, vira tinh
suong va dé co yén tinh budi kinh mai, mot sdi con mic
40 vang, lay cdy sdo tre c6 ché ngon kep mot cuc gach
nho, chu sii lic ngon sao khua nhau nghe 16p-cop, lic
duoc mot hoi thé 14 ra hiéu linh cho chim nin, va la thay
tirc khic bay chim vo trat tu kia ling thinh khong nghe
mot tiéng nho khua dong ho-hé gi. Va khi thoi kinh vira
dut, o bong 4o vang thudt tha dudi san co, 1a chim biét
ngay budi kinh ké d chdm dut roi, va tirc khic chim lai
lam 6n nhu cii. That 13 la qua !

Céc sdi Mién nho o chua ndy c6 phan sy mdi budi
sang ra lwom chim con tir trén 6 rét xudng dat dé dua
tra 1én 0. Ho lam viéc nay xem dé dang qua ! Ho dung
mot cay sao trén dau c6 1am mot 6 tam dan so sai roi
dat chim con 1€n do, xong roi dua dau sao 1én cao, tic
nhién chim me khi thay sao dua 1én ngang tam mo, thi
tho mo ra gap con chim sang qua 6, cong viéc dé dang
va con gon hon anh lo xe do nhan lanh goé1 hang cua
khach bo hanh géi 1én mui xe !

C6 mét gian chim sd6 muodn sd e gan bén nha, thay
chung trén cdy tiu-tit liu-lo tinh mau tir ciing 1a tha lam,
ngit mot ndi & gan may try, mat chim qua nhiéu va cit
chim tanh héi chiu khong n6i. Dau muén lam tién & gan
hac ciing khong duoc lau bén.
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Nhiing canh ndy nay c6 con ching ? San chim Ca-
Mau, Rach-Giad da khong con. Canh chua Xa-Lon tho
mong nam xua, cO 1€ nay cling lui vao di vang. Cai
diém chim mét 6 méy chuc nim vé truéc d3 hién ra
nhiéu noi. Chinh tai khu vuc toa b6 va dinh quanh
chanh bd & Séc-Trang, vao 16i nam 1930-1931, khong
biét chim diéc dong 6 tir dau bay lai lam 6 déng db trén
may cay dai tho chung quanh dinh 6ng chanh tham bién
Esquivillon den nghit, mot ving d6. Ong luc ong sii va
cac huong chtrc Mién don rum 1én rang d6 1a diém lanh,
ong 16n 1a minh quan nén ddi di dau chim theo t6i do.
Quan ta nghe duoc, bui tai, ra linh cAm bin ph4 chim
diéc néy. DPuoc mot thot gian mat chim bay vao dinh
vao toa bd can dét lung tung, quan ta hoang hon hét tin
chuyén chim linh va ra linh dudi chim di chd khac. Bon
than quan cam sang ban chi thién truyén linh chim di,
chim khong di, quan sai san-dam dem linh ma-ta dén
va cho phép bat chim an thit. Mot mét goi linh tap dem
kén Tay dén thoi ban hoi-quan. C6 18 chim khong biét
nghe nhac Phap nhung ghét nguoi ta bat minh an thit,
nén kéo nhau bay di mat dang. Ttr d6 6ng Esquivillon
khong can nguoi ting minh 13 minh quan, va khi doi vé
tdoa-bd Sa-Péc van con giir tuc d6t dong un trong vin
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phong gitra ban ngay vi 6ng van s¢ bu mat, mat chim va
muoi den. Thud ay thude ky muodi chua co.

(Chon Loc s 33 ng. 17-7-1966
va s6 34 ngay 24-7-1966)
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Cam Tuwéng Riéng Vé Vung Ca-Mau : Thio-
Moc Thu Rurng Va Nhan-Vat

(cop - khi - sdu - ky da Ca-Mau)

Mét ngudi co chut 6c quan sat, khi lac 16i vao
rung Ca-Mau, ty nhién c6 cdm giac minh dang
& mot ving khong nhu miét dong-bang Ciru-Long, hoic
miét cao nguyén rimg nti Pong-Nai, Binh-Pinh, Khanh
Hoa nita. Phai mot cudn sach day hoa may ma1 noi du,
va day toi chi cham pha so-luoc vay thoi.

Ty nhu vé thao moc, nhan xét théy dat Ca-Mau c6
hai mua riéng biét, khong gibng cac ving khac, mot
mula mua cé nudc ngot thi cdy ¢ xanh um va phat trién
binh thuong nhu cac noi khac, va mot mua han, cay
co khung lai, phai c6 nang tudi nudc ngot thi maoi chiu
dung n6i chd muia mua sau, khong thi 14 vang hodc héo
hoic kho rung, va cdy co s& chét. Trir phi nhitng ving
dat giong, dat gan mé bién hodc pha cat c6 vo phan
nhiéu, goi dat thuodc, thi méi tréng trot duoc. Trai lai
trong rung, cay co thién nhién thi thudc loai ring sac,
c6 dic tinh rat khac cac giéng moc noi dat tot : cdy moc
dat tot thi ré dam sau goi 1é con chudt hoic thai 1ai trén
mit dat, duy cdy co ving Ca-Mau thi hodc c6 ré rat
nhiéu va moc tir than cAy moc ra goi ré bat dinh, tuong
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trung 13 cdy dude (1), cdy ban (thuy liéu) (2) va nhu ciy
o6-10, 14 c6 gai, co rang 14 rat day dung lam chéi duoc
va co lac, nude ngap toi dau déu vuot 1én cao va dung
dan chiéu rat bén va rat vé sinh vi chiéu lac rat mo hoi
khong nhu chiéu nilon tuy tron sach nhung khong ruat
nude. Trir phi ngdy nay trong duoc cdy an trai chd trude
kia chi c6 hai giéng cay chiu dung duogc va moc duogc
& Ca-Mau, d6 1a cdy chudt hot va cAdy mang-cau xiém.

(1) C6 nguoi lua cay duge ré nhiéu, don dem vé, trong
dung ngugc noi phong khach bién thanh mot cdy moc
a0 mdc non moc du trong rat my-thuat, vi ré di hinh.

(2) Cay ban la tuong trung cho cay nguoc doi cua
mot ngao man ré tro ngay sudn dudt c6 dau nhon va co
gbc long 1éo dong dua theo dong nude, gioi chiu dung
noi mot vung dat khong chun, hay 16 hay troi. Mot cau
tho xua tuy tuc nhung do ai doi duge chit nao, ding
1a khau khi cua nhan-vat ving nay, biét t& khon pho
nguy giup chia Nguyén ma khong ké cong, doi doi bat
khuat chudng séng tu-do, va co giong noi cing ciing
anh huong cua nude dén, nude phen, tuy vay ma khong
doc :

“Nuoc chay cac ban run bay bay,
Gio dwa dai mit gidy té té”.
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Vé nhéan vat, vi anh hudng phong tho nhat 1a nudc
ubng, ngudi sanh truong ving nidy nudc da den-xanh
nhu “binh ma khong phai binh”, nho thé nguoi gan nhu
det ma gan li va ban linh nhu mang-cau xiém va chubi
hét, an chic bung thém nhuén trudng, con tiéng ndi thi
khong van hoa, cing 16 1o nhu nudc don, trir nguoi ra
tinh 1én Sai Gon c6 an hoc, phan dong khong noi dugc

€C_99 (Y]

chir “r”, va thuong 1am 16n chir “r” nay véi “g”, ty du :
- song rach, cai r6 may thi no1 song gach, cai gd may.

- rung cay, gach ndng thi lai nd1 nguge ngao : gung
cay, cuc rach nang !

T6i khong noéi nhiéu vi ddy khong phai bai nghién
ctru vé cach phat 4m va cac ban ndo muén tim hiéu xin
Xuéng & thir vai nam dat Ca-Mau thi biét. Puoc mét cai
la dat Ca-Mau tuy vay ma rat hién va thuong dai nguoi
méi, dan Ca-Mau trudc ddy khong dai khach bang tra
vi khong c6 nudc ngon dé pha, va dé thay thé tra, van
cO rugu ngot va rugu sam-banh chanh hi¢u (trudc nam
1974).

Luéan veé tha rung, t61 xin so luoc :

Voi, tir rimng Xiém-La, di lan xuong miii Ca-Mau dé
tranh nang, vira dé thudng thuc 10c tro1 danh, hét mua
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hoa trai thi di lan tro 1én rimg Co-me va Xiém, nay vi bat
an nén khong xudng nita chd khong phai 1a tiét gidng.
Trudc day cach ba bon chuc nim con nghe voi pha ray
pha vuon va ruong lta mi¢t Phudce-Long (Rach-Gid) va
xua hon nira voi dap pha cac tugng da Cao-Mién ¢ Dai
Ngii (Soc-Tring), (nhung theo toi hiéu, day 1 voi nha
ctia binh Xiém day pha di-tich c0 va my-thuat Co-me
chd khong dung 1a voi pha phach).

Ky-da, tric, rua, 1o noéi va khi, nay van con gap ;

Heo rung c6 kha nhiéu, van tiép tuc pha hoai hoa
mau. Co thir heo duc gia, thich co da vao géc dau cho
dau dinh khan vao lung 1am thanh mét giap cing khong
so mong cop, va c6 nanh that bén, moi lan duong cu voi
ho, ltra thé dya lung vao gdc cay cho khoi cop vé phia
sau va cho cop so ho dung nanh doi cop nhay to1 rach
bung cop 10i phéo 10i rudt chét nhian nanh. D6 1a heo
lan chai, chi nghe ndi lai, ché nguo1 Ca-Mau chua tung
thay tan mit.

Nai va ca-tong, rirng Ca-Mau lén t1 Soc-Trang, ngay
xua c6 nhiéu. Pay 1a loai thi rimg nhd n ¢o va 14 cay
nén van 1on con nhu ¢ cac rimg khac. Nguoi tho dan
thich di san lay thit va lam tha tiéu khién lanh manh cta
buoi khai hoang thai binh. Binh khi loang Xoang, nam
ba cAy mac can dai, siéu-dao, mac thong, roi bang gdc
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may gia hodc bang cdy ké tm dau that déo dai, nhung
day la dip pho truong vo nghé va tai thdo vac. Khong
nhu ngdy nay di san tha dit bang tryc thing, bang sung
manh, bom hay lyu dan, to ra 1a mdt cudc sat sanh co
t6 chirc; ngdy xua di sdn c6 nhiéu ¥ nghia, vi thi tai
cung tha, ai manh ai gioi thi thang, ai cham lut yéu st
thi thua, c6 khi lo linh lup chup, trau bang heo chém
rach rudt hay cop vé 1a thuong su, sanh nghé ttr nghiép
khong ai trach ai.

Dit bay can vot, ddo ham gai chong, dung tén c6 tim
thudc ddc, hodc cho khi n com rugu cho say té¢ dun-
cuc di nga xiéu nga t6, bat rat dé cling chua 4c doc bang
ngay nay mubn dn mot con c4, liéng mot trai lyu dan
chét ca mot khuc song vira trimg vira mén, mudn in
thit nai ria mot loat chét gan hét ca bay. Toi thong qua
nhitng thirc dn dic biét mién rimg, nhu ong non, dudn
béo, t6i mudn chira bai viét tap nap khong sap dit nay
dé ndi vé cop rung sac. Cop vung nudc man, nhu Ca-
Mau hodc Gia BPinh (trudc kia ¢cé rat nhiéu cop, tham
chi ¢ tong tén 1a “tong an thit”) miét Can-Gio ring
sac, van nhd con hon cop ¢ ntii & rimg cao. Cop tir rimg
Cao-Mién Xiém-La thi to 16n vi chuyén an thit ring no
du. Pén khi xubng Ca-Mau va nhitng ving nudc min
néi day, khi sinh con dé chau, van khong duoc to con
nita, vi thirc an d3 doi thay rat nhiéu. Nai, heo rimg da
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thudc s6 it, cop ring sac phai bat cua bat cong dé 16t da,
lau ngay quen di va voc giat cling thau nho lai.

Thiét 1a anh hung dén budc mat 10, long van vén chd
vang khé chd den muét, nay nhuong chd cho mau lude
lac vang do trang mdc, den chang ra den. Gan da cia
chaa son lam ciling dé lai phuong xa, cop Ca-Mau, bon
chdt dudn cha la lam tinh 1a mot, da cong duodi chay qua
chd khac. Tuy vay khi d6i 1am liéu, van quen tai nhay
vO chuéng ga, bat trom, can tha heo cho va 16i ¢o trau
ngua 1¢ loi.

To61 con nhd nam 1916 hay 1917, miét Ké-Séach, Phu-
N6 (Séc-Tring), lang chay to 1én quan trén béo tin co
cop loan rimg, vé pha hai x6m lang. Vién san-dam Tay
duoc linh dan linh ma-ta di trir, nhung 130 ta lo linh thé
nao nén tuy cop bi ha nhung con du stre luc dé tra thu
quao 140 ta tét da dut thit thau xuong. Vé nam diéu tri
tai duong duong dia hat, vi lac do chua co thudc tru
sinh va cach diéu tri con qua so sai, nén ldo ta chét cong.

Vi day 1a hoi ky, xin cho tdi noi bat quang vai chuyén
vun vat man dam. Nhé nam xua, lic con lam viéc noi
dinh pho soai, lac binh Nhut vira do bo 1én dat Pong-
Duong, t61 coi vé cong van mat, nén c6 doc mot cau
chuyén kha 1y thi vé cop rimg sac. Co mot vién dai
iy Phap dugc bo nhiém cai quan hon Con-Son. Anh
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ta bay mot ké doc ddo dé trir nan tu- nhon tron. Ké éy
1a d& nghi mua nim con cop vung rimg sac tha 1én nii
ring Con-dao. Trong to phic bam, anh ta budc phai
cop ruirng sac vi an it va boi vi Con-Son khong co tha
rimg nhiéu, du cung cip cho miéng dng hd, mién co oai
danh ong 1 du cho tu khong dam trén 18n ring lam be
va cu bi luong thuc dé tha be di trén 13 duge. Nao ngo
thién bat dung gian, ké nghe huyén diéu nhung khi thuc
hanh, vin hoan toan thit bai. Méy con cop dugc tha vao
rimg hon Con-Nén, ban dau con séng lay 14t tam qua
ngay véi thire an nghéo nan nhung con cd, nhu chon,
chuét, doi qua, chim chéc, v.v... nhung chay ngay thét
roi nhitng thu nho 4y ciing khong bt duoc, cop ta doi
qua 16p chét kho, 16p bung déi chin phai bo, cop bén di
kiém #n tam ngoai bai xa, ngay qua ngay, khong may
nudce 1on chay 1én khong kip déu di chau Long-vuong
hét rao, cai ké dung cop rimg sac ngin chan tu tron, dé
cop tu luc canh sinh, khong chon thi cua cong ca tom,
nghe thi hay ma khong thanh tyu. Td nhon van trén
duge nhu ci, va la mot diéu 1a be tha tr Cén-Son, néu
thuan gi6 thuan dong thi déu tap vé mili Ca-Mau khong
sai chay, trir phi gap gié nghich, com kho da can nudc
ubng ciing hét, bé troi qua vinh Xiém-La thi danh mat
tu do thém mot 1an nita.
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L3o quan ba Ty ndy qua la mot tén chiia nguc ¢o
nhiéu thu doan. Nguyén tai hon, gidi céng-chtc, tho-
ky va ma-ta, co nhiéu thi gid nhan rdi, nén thuong tu
tap dém nay qua ngay kia, sat phat bai bac voi nhau, va
két qua 1a tham nhiing va héi 10. Dé bai trir, 130 ta cAm
cht quan chéc mua bai t&r sic dem ra hon, nhung khi
ghién bai ho ché bién 1am 14 bai bang thiéc nhdm mong
tuy khong bi 14 bai gidy, nhung ciing giai mudn y nhu
trudc.

Cling dé tranh nan dn cua dut, it nira biét duoc sb tién
danh du bang cach gian tham, 130 nghi ra mot ké kha
mau. Thay vi phat lwong cong chuc trong dao bang gidy
bac nha bing, 1o day ky qui cat 1én hét va thay vao
d6 13o phat mot so tién tuong duong bang nit khoén
(jeton) 1am bang thiéc nhom. Tién nay tai hon c6 gia trj
y nhu bac thiét, mua ban trao d6i déu dung nut khoén,
chi trir khi nguoi 1am cha s6 tién tam ay (tho-ky, ma-ta,
cai nguc) man han tro vé Sai- Gon, khi ay sé doi lay bac
nha bang va nhu vay 3o ¢ dip biét 1, to hao khong
lot, ai c6 tién nhiéu va tién Ay do hdi 16, dn bac an bai,
hay cho vay cat c0, 140 déu biét ranh va c6 phwong phap
bai tru.
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O Con-Son ngay xua c6 mdt chuyén ngd, toi xin ké
ra day luon tuy khong dinh dap chi dén xt Ca-Mau,
nhung t6i mudn cho thdy quan niém la cua 16i quan Tay
doi d6. Chuyén cling khong 1au va xay ra vai nam trudc
khi quéan linh Nhut do bo 1én dat nay. Ngoai Con-Son
thud nay phai bat budc cong chirc nao ¢ dat lién ma co
phot (faute) tire 16i 1am trong luc thira hanh cong vy, ra
ngoai ay lam viéc goi dé doai cong chudc toi. Thudng
1¢ 1a ra ngodi mudi tam thang lau 1am 13 hai nam thi
duoc vé dat lién, dé chd lai ngudi khac. Thé ma c6 mot
anh tho-ky tré bo trai, hao hoa phong nha, tung ra hoc
Ha-Noi nhung nira chimg tré vé, thi vao ngach tho ky
soai phu, vi anh ta néi hoc ngoai dy lau qua budn qua
lai cling van lam moi cho Tay khong hon gi, nén tha ra
som lam viéc dé huong cai tudi xuan ! Pang 1am trén
dinh Thugng-tho ngon lanh, bong anh ta lam don xin
tinh nguyén ra phuc vu ngoai kham-duong Con-Son.
Tc nhién trén nhon -ty- ph(‘)ng (bureau du Personnel)
phuc lan, 1am gidy cho di lién, vi ho so tot hanh klern
tbt, it co cong chirc ndo tin tuy va s6t sing nhu Vay
Nhung mét thoi gian sau, viéc d6 bé ra thi da 15 : P. dan
gai vi thanh nién Tay lai ra ngoai, dudi danh tir “vo tré
chua kip lam hon thu™” ! Trong to tap- na, co6 la con gai
ctia ong sép bot & Cho-Lén, tirc mot cong-chirc cao cap
nganh canh sat pha-lang-sa. Nguoi cha Tay thua P. vé
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t61 du dd din dat gai vi thanh nién, c6 thé dua ra cua
toa dai-hinh ché khong choi. Nhung ng6 1a viéc trinh
1én pho soai lac d6 1a 6ng Pag., 140 ¢6 mau dé noi tiéng
va ¢6 thé lam nhitng viéc nhu P. d3 1am, nén 130 phé
mot cau nhu sau va xt chim xuong rang : “Viéc doi tu
cua mot vién tho-ky dang do xuan thi, khong nén quan
trong hoa. Hoi dtra gai nhur n6 khong khiéu nai, thi nén
cat ho so ké nhu xong. Pham ga mai thi phai gitr kin
trong chudng. Dé siy ra ngoai, trach ai ? Khong bat toi
d3 13 nhiéu. Tén tho ky da ra t6i Con-Son, thi con chd
nao doi né di xa hon nita ?”

Tu nhién vao doi1 d6 lam sao ¢6 cudoc hon nhon gitra
ngudi cai tri va nguoi bi tri. C6 gai duoc ngudi cha bat
vé. Muoi tam thang sau, P. ciing vé, binh an vo sy. Duy
tir d6 chanh phu can than hon, nén dé ra mét thong tu
rang tr ray vé sau, v chanh thitc ¢6 hon tht méi dugce
theo chong ra lam viéc ngoai Coén-dao. Cau chuyén
chua dut, vi tai co diéu-18 nay, nén chuyén sau, khi anh
P. trd vé dat lién thi c6 anh K.V.B. tinh nguyén xin ra
thay thé. Sb 1a B. bj mdt ¢6 nhan tinh birc hiép lam eo-
xach qua, chiu khong ndi, nén xin doi ra dao. Trude khi
di, anh cho hét d6 dac ban ghé din ho hay ban 1y tién
r0i ra ngoai dy s& sam vat khac. Chi Muoi toc d6 nghe
khoai qua, ctr ¢¢ K.V.B. 1én dudng, chi ta & lai, tra pho
ban hét giuong ném va dd thap vat té nhuyén, an choi
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da : doi roi kéu xe kéo kéo lai cau tau mua vé ra Con-
Son theo chong. Nhung di c¢6 linh, khong c¢6 hon thu,
khong cho di. Nho vay anh K.V.B tranh dugc mot su tir
Ha PBong va c6 dip lam lai cuoc doi moi.

(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Ba-Thic, Hiu-Giang, Nim Muwoi Nim Vé
Trwoc

N(’)i chuyén nam muoi nam vé trude, thoat nghe
tudng ching 13 xa xo6i lam, gan trét mot doi
nguoi; nhung khi gm lai thi cling gan day thoi, chi 16i
nam 1915 ché khong xa lic gi.

Nam 1915, x@r ai nay &, tiéng ai nay noi. Tiéng Hué
va giong Béc, trong Nam chua tirmg quen nghe va ciing
it ai hiéu ranh. Bao Nam-Phong, ngdy nay suu tap du
bd gid bac triéu, thé ma khi xuit ban vao nam 1917, gia
ban tron nién ba dong, mdi sb 1& ba hao, phai ép lang
x4 mua giup, va ngudi Mién Nam nao doc mot cdu ma
hiéu dugc phan ntra, nguoi ay da 1a tai 1am roi. Thuo
d6 mudn ra Bic phai di tau, dai song may ngay. Puong
xe ltra xuyén Viét thi chua giap nhau, cau ky chic chin
bang bé-tong chua co du chd. Xe 6-t6 toan hiéu Phap,
nhirng Peugeot, Renault, Delahaye, De Dion Bouton,
sang hon hét 1a hiéu Delage, ndi Sai-Gon chi ¢6 chung
nim ba trim chiéc hoéc cua Chanh phﬁ - xe Thong-
doc Nam- ky mang 50 20, - hodc phai méy tay nha giau
géc mbi sam ndi, ty nhu ong Lé-Phat-An 1 cu cia
ba Nam-Phuong, chu Hoéa, chu hang tau Nam-Long,
chu nha may xay Nam-Hai, hodc cua ba Tam Doi, ba
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nay gidu, c6 vuon cao-su va lam chi mot ganh hat boi
l6n ¢ trong Cho-Lén tuc goi ganh hat va rap hat co
Tam. Nhung nhu da noi, sém xe hoi dé khoe thé lyc ché
khong chay dau xa, vi bac cau khong kip, chi chay lan
quan quay quan chung quanh Sai Gon : Lang To (Lang
Tho) 1én t61 Lang Cha Ca v6 Cho- Lon 161 tro vé theo
con duong mé song, va luc do xe song ma, tuy khong
sang bang 6-t0, nhung nhiéu nguoi dung hon va da 1a
sang trong 1am roi. Toi con nhé ba Phit An & Soc-Tring
(1a ba nd1 ciia ngudi ban tram nam trude cua toéi nhung
ntra doi chia tay), ba c6 sim mdt chiéc xe hiéu Delage,
mudn dem vé xtr phai mudn tiu ché tir bén Sai-Gon
xubng dén bén Pai-Ngii, r6i tir d6 méi co6 dudng lién
chay vé thanh phé. Xe nay khong c6 cira, mui xe bang
vai ¢6 day cing thang xubng hai bén ve, cim xe lam
bang cdy gia ti, co chira chd trong hai bén thung xe dé
leo 1én leo xudng va chd chira nay khong co canh dé
dong kin cho nén t61 goi la xe khong ¢ ctra. Luc do
xe chay bang mot thtr xang khi khoi xit ra ¢ mui thom
nhu mui nhin chin, khién cho tré nit & chau thanh da
quen vo1 xe nén thich chay ra sau khi xe chay ngang
nha, dé d6n hiri mui nhan thom; con néi gi cho lang qué
va may nguoi din moc mac trong lang xa x6i thud nay
chua ting thiy xe gi chay ma khong c6 ngua kéo, mdi
lan gip 6-t0, van chay quinh quiu trudc dau xe khong
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biét tranh, chay mai trudc xe cho dén khi mét qua xiu té
xuong duong, xe phai lach qua mdt bén, khong thi can
chét.

Mién Ba-Thic, tic 1a Srock Bassac theo cach doc cta
nguoi Co-me, gf)m céc tinh tru phtt miét Hau Giang, ké
tor Chau- Doc (Tho goi Moat- chrut co nghla la ¢ mieng
heo”) xudng dén mili Ca-Mau, may tinh ndy muén giao
thong v4i Sai-Gon, thi c6 tau sit goi xa-lap (chaloupe)
lién lac chay déu déu - mot chiéc chay duong Rach-Gia
vé My-Tho, ghé qua céc tinh va cho Long-Xuyén, Nui
Sap; mot chiéc khac chay duong Soc Trang 1én My-Tho
xuyén qua cac chg Phung-Hiép, Tra-On, Can-Tho theo
rach Mang-thit di ngang chg Ba-ke, kinh Cho Gao roi
dén My-Tho. Pén diy khach bo hanh Rach-Gia ciing
nhu Soc-Tring, sé sang xe lta 1én thang Sai-Gon. Bo
hanh mi¢t Vinh- Long, Sa-Béc da c6 tau 16n goi tau
Luc-tinh chuyén van. Con by hanh ty nhu & Bac Liéu
mudn di Sai- Gon thi phai tén ngét hai ngay duong :
xubng tau nho tir chg Bac-Liéu chay ngang Hoa-Tu,
Bai-Xau khi té1 chg Soc-Trang phai mudn phong hay
tim nha quen ta tac chd dén khuya méi xudng tau Soc-
Trang di My-Tho 1a tau da néi ban ndy. Tinh ra mot
doan duong chua téi ba trim cdy s6 ngan, phai phi hai
ngdy va mot dém rong rd, bira nay trua xudng tau o
Bac-Liéu, cho tau & Soc-Trang, thic sdng dém cho dén
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trra hdm sau méi téi My-Tho rdi phai leo 1én xe lira
chay hi huc sudt ba bon gio nita dén sap toi méi t6i
Sai-Gon. Nhu vdy ma vui, tha ho muén ghé bd ngoi
trén bong tau tinh ty, néu co tién nhiéu, dit cho dau bép
dudi tau don mot bira com Téy thi la tuyét ngay gio
nao c6 ké chi, va mic cho chiéc tau binh bong chay tO’l
dau Vao gid ndo va dau co tré cling chang sao, vi miy
nam 4y trang mua, dan Luc- tinh an vui trong canh thai
binh, thich 1én Sai-Gon dé sidm vang mua dd dac, con
khach bo hanh di hang ba, d3 san com nuéc ctia chi tau
dai tho, va trai chiéu nam trén bong tau xem trang moc
cling suong chan.

To1 con nhd nam 1919, duoc 1én hoc truong 16n (goi
lam vay vi lac d6 1a 16n hon hét) 1a trudng Chasseloup-
Laubat (nay 1a trung-tdm Lé-Qui-Don). Muo1 mot gio
khuya, tir gid cha me¢, mudn xe kéo tay, cho va-ly sach
VO xué)ng cau tau. Tién xe la mét cic bac ma tiéc hui
hui (may nam kinh té sut gla mdi cude con nim xu,
khong nhu ngay nay moi cudc tra nguyén mot tram bac
ma con ky kéo ché niang chd nhiéu). O bén tau, da co
chung ban trang lra chuc sdn vi ho tir cac lang cac soc
xa x0i nén phai tyu sém cho kip chuyén tau. Néu c6 anh
nao rap ranh da co nhon tinh thi cling khong c6 cudc
tién dua ric roi, vi déng bac ctia cha me cho, khong dé
gi kiém ra, lai nita trai va gai doi d6 yéu nhau 1 tham
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Ién chd khong dam cong khai nhu thanh nién doi nay
xai bac ngan khong biét ngan. Hom 4y tau tir Can-Tho
xudng tré, con 1au mai cap bén, sin bao tir ctia ltra mudi
sdu muoi bay tudi dau, budi com chiéu di xoay tiéu
tir 1au, nay doi bung, toi dé nghi bay tiéc chao ga trén
cau tau cho ra phét hoc sanh truong 16n. Ngay tai cau
trén bo ¢6 quan ban ca-phé va thirc an ngudi, ban sang
dém cho khach lang choi va chu quan la mgt 6ng gia
vui vé, ong xung la con nha giau thudé nho mudn ngudi
di hoc thé, va ngay nay tién bac do cha me dé lai 6ng
d3 tiéu pha hét, nén mdi tré nén 130 quan ban d6 nguodi
& bén tau. Ong c6 ké tén ngudi 6ng mudn di hoc thé,
nghiém nhién luc nghe ong thuat chuyén va theo 16i
ong noi, 1a quan 16n Di¢p-van-Cuong, gido-su Vi€t van
truong Chasseloup, trudc kia day vua Pong-Khanh &
Hué, nhung tin nay khong lay chi 1am chic, nay ghi lai
cho biét vay thoi.

Chung t61 goi mot dia ban, tron mdt con ga gio xé
phay tron véi bap chudi hot, mot dia vun chin, chéo
néng moi dira hai td, hiip ngot lim, nhai xuong ga nghe
rop-rop, nudt chua kip thi dia ga di sach bach !

Nhé lai ngay nay muodn an ga xé phay, ma khong khi
nao dugc an mot bira ngon lanh va con them mai nhu
budi an trén cau tau SOc¢ Trang luc nho. Khong phai vi
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dau bép nay ddé hon xura, ciing khong phai con ga ngay
nay lai giong qua nén mat ngon. Su that vi tudi thanh
xuan di khong con, ham ring xéu méu va bao tir nay
sinh mai dau, nhtt 13 tai may ong ddc-to cai gi cling
cAm ! Tron bép chudi hot n6i cham tiéu, an thit ga ong
d6 thira c6 phong, va nudt sao vo khi 6ng khuyén nén
dung tau hu va ca thit khong ném mudi !

An mot con ga luén va phao ciu va cip gid gion
khéu, chém may chuc toi chdo dan bung thay doi dang
1én huong, dua ra mot dong bac tra, 6ng cha quan thoi
lai hai céc, rang “em lay tién nay lat nita mua mia bap
nhai choi d& budn ngi 1”. Bira tiéc 4y, nay ¢ hai ngan
déng trong tui, co 1€ chua dam kéu don, vi ndi con ga
khong ciing da t6i gia d6 roi !

Tau chay duong Soc-Trang qua M$-Tho la cuia hang
Tay go1 “les messageries fluviales” (cong ty tau thuy
chay song rach) dé d6i chiéu v6i hiang tau chay duong
bién tir Sai-Gon sang Phap ghé bén Marseilles, ¢ tén 1a
les messageries maritimes (cong ty hang hai).

Tén tau cuia hang néy déu lya tén chim ban x ma dit.
Toi1 con nhé tau chay doc duong Bac-Liéu 1én chg Soc-
Trang c6 hai chiéc thay nhau, chiéc 1én chiéc xudng thi
Ira tén : Cigogne (chim diéc) va Ibis (con cd quam).
Hai chiéc nay vira nho vira nhoi song, va toi lic nho co
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nhiéu thanh kién xau, nhon mét dip di Bac-Liéu, xuéng
tau tré vé Soc-Tring, tra tién tiu c6 nim cic bac ma van
tham vai cho tau chim bo ghét, vi an mic qud, xudng
tau khong co ghé ngdi, chii hing ha tién cho ngdi bang
cay dau dit !

Trong long t6i thich nhitng tau chay duong Sbc- Trang
M§-Tho, m6i ndm di may chuyén dé€ 1én tyu truong va
nay to1 con nh¢ ky tur tén ky-ni¢m :

- chiéc Sarcelle (chim le-le) chay ém, déu déu, khong
mau ciing khong cham, va chay rat ding gio; - chiéc
Cormoran (chim cdng coc), tén khéo lyra, vi tau khi chay
nhay cong nhay coc, Xéc x40, lam cho khach bé hanh
mét du, con mét hon ng01 lung trau co, hodc ngdi lu:ng
VOl mic dau g01 la “ ng01 trén thot”. Nhung ca hai chiée
van khong bang chiéc Pélican (chim thang-bé). Khi dat
tén, y cia hang chac 1a cau chuc cho tau virng nhu chiée
bé gd viing vang, nhung khi dong vo tho lam sao khong
r0 ma may rap vo khong tuwong xtng, co6 I€ tau cut don
qua khong vira véi sttc may manh hon, khién nén khach
bd hanh di tau Pélican nguoi ndo ngudi nay bi nhoi 1én
nhodi xudng tudng nhu mic kinh phong hay dong vai
théng chéng lui khoai nong vo quﬁn vi so vo di chg vé
thdy minh an tham, khoai néng qua gan vudt da nén
phai nhay cho b4t nong. Trong chuyén giai budén 6ng
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Truong-Vinh-Ky néi 1am vay nhung khong biét 6ng da
ting di tau Pélican ndy chua ? O dudi tau, khi tau mo
may chay, khach dimg nhu khach ngdi déu thdy minh
nhay ca thot ca thot, chiéc va-ly cling nhay, chiéc gio
may dung sach ciing nhay, nhay hét tir trén xudng dudi,
tir dng nhac oai nghiém dén ba gia bé-vé, dén c6 dau tan
cht ré moi, dén bon hoc tro qui chung t6i 13 bat cir cai
gi cling cudi. Toi thich chiéc Pélican 1a vi vay.

Téi luc ay con di hoc ma biét gi dén nhac gia twong
lai va chuyén c¢6 dau di tiéu ngdi nhay trong cau tam!
Nhung no6i ma toi 16 miéng, chuyén di hom dé ong doc
truong tinh Soc Trang c6 goi hai co tiéu tho di hoc
truong 4o tim (nir trung-hoc Gia-Long), dng doc Poan
thud nay nghiém nghi c6 tiéng, hoc tro ai ai ciing kiéng
oai né mat, nay minh c6 dip thay hai ai nit ong déc cling
ca-thot nhu minh, nén minh bang 10ng.

Tién tau di hang ba nhu ching t6i tir S6c-Trang 1én
cho M§-Tho 14 hai dong chin cic (2$890) c6 cho an mot
bita com trua khoi tién. khong ai dam di hang nhi va
cling khong biét gia 12 bao nhiéu duy thay phong don
khang trang c6 chd nam 16t ném 16t drap trang phéu, c6
ban c6 ghé sach s& nén s¢. Nghe noi khach bo hanh di
vé hang nhi dugc tau dai mot bira com Tay, an chung
v6i dng co tau nén mudn 1am. Phai doi bdn ndm sau khi
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thi ddu bd lam tho ky soai-phu bira 1én duong dén noi
b6 nhiém 1a Truong Mdy ¢ Sai-Gon, vé tau vé xe lira
déu di hang nhi, méi ném dugc va dén nay con nhd.
O hay ! Cong mudi ndm dén sach, on vii 16 dau khong
thay ! Phan nudc v& may chi co bay nhiéu !

Mén chiéu va va-li ching t6i dem xudng tau, nhom
hoc tro ching t61 gianh chodn trén bong tau noi phia
sau it gi6 va am, chiing toi dat gio xach may va d6 hanh
Iy xay thanh modt vanh tron ¢ mot khoang tréng kha
rong O gitta, vira trai chiéu ém tham xong 13 hai c6 nit
sinh vién ¢ Bac-Li€u lén va rap vdi hai ¢ con gai xinh
xan ctia 6ng ddc-hoc Soc-Tring chen vo ngdi gon bang,
bao hai hoc trd con trai chung t6i danh xay t6 cho chim
mai va cam phéan lam chim tréng, ngdi trén bing cay
hai bén hong tau, mac cho gi6 mua rét lanh. Mot lan
thir nhit hoc di chung voi nguoi dep, va lan tha nhut
tap ninh dam.

May co gai doi d6 khong biét do cha me day, hay tu
may cd kém ham ban than, ma c6 ndo cd nay nghiém
trang hon cac co tan thoi rat nhiéu. Tham chi nhu:ng
viéc tu nhién do troi dat dit dé, ma cac co clng co ép,
guong chiéu theo y cac co : mic tiéu mac tiéu cung

“nhin” - va tron mdt dém va ntra ngay sang hom sau,
cac co khong may khi dung dén phong vé sinh ! Toi
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nghiép cac co nay qua ! Chung qui ciing vi 18 phép theo
xua bo budc nhicu bé.

Riéng cac cdu con trai nhu ching t6i, may thud thoat
khoi sy kém ché cua gia dinh cha me nhu hom nay, nén
tha ho chay gidn, néi ma toi, khong khac may “cau” st
xiéng !

Trong thi t61, Xxoc xach dém duoc nam chuc déng bac
(50$00) 1a mot s6 tién to tat khong thé tuong tugng doi
v6i t0i, ngay nay gia tri khong biét lay ddu ma so sanh,
c6 thé n6i bang nam chuc ngan bac doi bay gid, ma nghi
lai v6i nam chuc ngan ngay nay chua at mua duoc mot
s6 vat dung béng mua vo1 nam chuc bac nam 1919, cho
nén to6i ndi khong biét sao ma so sanh. S6 tién ay phai
danh ba muoi ba dong (33$00) dé dong tién truong tam
ca nguyét, [néu hoc bang lang-sa duoc in bit-tét la-gu
va banh mi thay com, b6 hon khoai hon, goi “an com
Tay”, thi dong hai chuc déng mdi thang, nhung d6 1a
bang danh cho con 6ng chau cha va Tay-lai, Cha-lai, ché
bon chung t61 dugc hoc truong Chasseloup 1a du banh
roi, goi quartier indigéne (bang ban xt) goi “4n com
trong” dé phan biét v4i bon kia goi quartier européen
(bang Au-Tay) va phan biét voi bon sinh vién ¢ nha cha
me chu bac khong an com trudng, tirc 1a bon hoc ngoai
(externe)]. Trir di ba muoi ba dong tién trudng, con lai
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mudi bay dong (17$00) 1a tién tii danh mua gidy but
va chi tiéu 14t vit trong ba thang, khong ké vira xai mot
dong noi cau tau Séc-Tring dii tiéc chdo ga. Mudi sau
mudi bay dong trong ti khién t6i khong nga duge va
ctr chi dau tién khi budc chan 1én dat Sai-Gon 1a chay di
mua & Cho Cii hai ong khoa dong, trot nam dong bac,
hiéu dng-18, nay van con, phong ho khoa ta trén lau noi
phong ngu va ti dudi 16p hoc, khoi bi mat trom.

Tau Pélican c6 1€, ding mot gio kém muoi lam khuya
1a 1dy neo thoi stp-18 ba tiéng roi chay mot mach theo
kinh xang Phung-Hiép (nay di can). Pén cho Nga Bay
(Phung-Hiép) do ba gio khuya, ghé trao tho tu, rudc
thém bd hanh roi chay thang 1én Can-Tho. Bén Phung
Hiép thud ay c6 tiéng 13 nhiéu mudi, vi chung quanh
con rung khai hoang chua hét, kh1 noi chuyen mu01 bay
vao mi¢ng Vao mom, va khoi can dép, 1ay tay vudt trén
mat cling g1et choi choi duge vai chuc con, con mudi
vang khe va 1o do vi quéa doi, va khi chich dugc mau
ngudi, don rang mudi Phung-Hiép 10n bang ga méi dé !

Ngoai nan mudi nhiéu, Phung Hiép con c6 danh 1a
khach bd hanh dén diy phai phong bi bon bdi dudi
song. Ching no6 gia l[am khach qua giang, xuong tau tu
cho Soc-Trang, khi dén gan Phyung Hiép tau tép may
chay cham cham dang cap bén, thira dip bo- hanh so y,
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tén bdi chon mot xach tay hay mdot va-li nao dinh trang
moi réi nd6 6m nd nhay um xudng nudc 16i 1én bo di
thang vao rimg, ngudi chu xach tay hay chu va-li chi
con nudc phan bua roi ran chju. Con mét thi bdi loi hai
khong kém. Chung né sam mot cai ruong tréng bong
khong co day, lac ¢ cho Séc-Triang xudng tau, ching
gia khiéng hai tay mot cach ning nhoc dem xuéng tau
chung dit gan mot cai ruong nhoé khac cua khach bo
hanh ma ching da lva trude dé “an hang”, va chd dip
lo d@&nh cua ngudi chi. Ching di tiéu di tiéu hodc tha
choi rong chd khac, nhitng b hanh kia déu lim dim ngt
ga ngt gat hodc ai lo phan ndy, khong dé y dén chung,
chung thira co hoi thudn tién 1ay cai ruong khong day
chup 18n céi ruong nho kia, réi ngdi tinh bo than nhién
v6 su, mic cho ngudi mat ruong tim kiém pho 10, cho
cho tau cap bén Phung Hiép, chung khé né 6m ruong
va bo sat cai ruong n cap kia, budc théng 1én bo hoan
toan vo sy, khi ching cao bay xa chay roi méi hay, hoi
01 da rnuon | Ay d6 1a cach 1am an cta bon bdi Nga
Bay nay, rat khac v6i mot nhém béi nita co danh khong
kém & miét Cho-bém, hat Chg-Lon, chuyén nghé cho
dém to6i, ghe thuyén dau khuc séng Ba Cum ngii mé,
chung Ién leo 1én thuyén an trom vat, 1at tai, cat rudt
ngua dung tién cua my chi dan ba, hay 1a 1at hau bao
(day dung tién cua dan 6ng doi trudc), chung 1am in
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khéo 1éo dén d6i nguoi bi mat trom dén sang mai hay
thi chi kéu troi thAm-tham, néi 16n ra s¢ chong hay vo
can nhan sao chi c6 mé an mé nga ! Ngay nay cac tay
bom c6 18 cling da giai nghé, vi bd hanh déu di xe 6-t0
hoic di may bay, danh tir “bdi Nga Bay”, “b6i Ba Cum”
chi con lai trong tri 6¢ va dudi ngoi viét ctia bon ba- hoa
nhu gia nay !

Nhic lai, tdu dén Can-Tho 13 trdi vira bimg-tung qua
bén sang, ghé bén cho bo-hanh 1én bo r6i tau trd kia
song lay thém cuai chum, va dén bay gio dung s& roi
cau tau Can-Tho tryc chi chg M§-Tho. Khach bo- hanh
mudn nghi lung thi nam trén bong tau, ai c6 dem chiéu
theo thi mic strc lya chd ndo ung ¥ ciing duoc, con ai
khong dem chiéu theo thi mudn lai ciia ban lam cong
dudi tau, nhé ching tién mudn chiéu tron mot chuyen
di, tirc mot dém va nira ngdy thang thét 1a mot cac bac,
ma c6 18 chiéu mudn dudi tau thi dugce wu tién gianh
chd tot, vi ban dudi tau lo trai chiéu trude khi tau ghé
bén, va khach chi con chd tréng du cua ban tau chira lai.
Vi cac ¢d 4y nén khach it dem chiéu theo, vira ton tién
vira bi ban tau kiém chuyén dudi xua. Khach nao sang
hon, s& muén vong treo san dudi ham tau, ban dém khi
tau chay thi vira 4m vira nghe may n6 ém tai, nhung ban
ngay ma nam vong dudi ham thiy ti ting khong duoc
xem phong canh nhu nam ghé b pho-toi (fauteuil) dit
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trén bong (pont). Vong mudn hai cic, ghé bd mac hon,
tinh bdn cic bac, nhung dang dong tién vi ban ngay
nam véch déc, 4o quan duoc thang thom khong giy
pli, thém duoc thanh thoi ngam tau ré séng rach dudng
trong 14 dura nudce, thi dua suc chay véi dan chim co bay
theo hai bén tau, cai canh xé dich bang tau nhu vay toi
cho 1 tuyét diéu, biét bao gid co tro lai nita ? Loi muoi
mot gio trua, tau don mdi mam cho bdn nguoi ding,
c6 ca man “ham-dzi”, c6 canh cai be xanh trong c6 tha
mot hot vit ngon lanh, thém mdt dia gia xao véi huyét
heo va thit ba roi, bao nhi€u bd hanh tirng toan bon
nguodi mudn lya mam nao ngdi cling duogc, ban dau con
cau n¢, khach ngd nhau y chung té ra minh khong phai
la hang ngudi an com thi, nhung vura bung doi, viura
nghi lai day 1a quyén ctia minh khi tra hai dong chin
bac (2$90) mua vé tau, nén khi thdy ai nidy déu xam
nhau cam diia thi ciing bat chudc ngdi vao mam, té ra
in ngon miéng qua, thirc an tuy tim thudng nhung nho
cach trinh bay sach s€, nho gi6 mat, nho la miéng, lai
phong ho “dn ludn dan bung bita com chiéu”, khién nén
ai nay déu xuc com khong kip, khong biét may chén ma
dém ! Ma co kho, d6 1a com gao lit, khong nau bang
né)i o chi ¢4, chi xtic gao cho Véo thung sit, cling khong
can Vo, gao vO thung xong roi thi kéo voi nudc nong
tir cai ong xa hoi ndi xti-de xit qua, trong gidy 1at com
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chin da khong so khé khét thém c6 mui dac biét cua
com tau Tay, ngay nay dau gao Nang Huong hay Nanh
Chon cling khong ngon bi.

Trong khi ay bon ¢6 ti€u tho truong 4o tim, vi e 1€
hoac vi lam kiéu vdi1 bon t61, ngoi tai chd gam banh mi
1én, an khong cho thay rang, va mé1 khong nhtic nhich.

Thuo dy khong thi nao hon xé dich bang tau trén
song Tién song Hau, khong nhu by gio mdi khi 6 viéc
di duong nudc trén song rach gitra thanh thién bach
nhut, ma con s¢ bon cudp tay co6 sung don duong. Tu
Can-Tho tau chay qua Tra-On, theo rach Mang-Thit di
ngang cho Tra-Ludc, cho Ba-Ke¢, chg Cai-Nhum, roi
Cho Lach, kinh Chg-Gao, khuc chot tau theo vam song
Cai My-Cong (Mékong) dé dén bén M§-Tho.

(dang lan tht nhitt bdo Chon Loc
s6 35 ngay 31-7-1966).

ok ok
Ba-Thic, dat Ba-Thic, 1a miét Hau-Giang. Nguyén

do tiéng Co-me srock Bassac, nay con dung dé goi mot
tinh 16n trén Cao-Mién.
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Tai chg cii Bai-Xau tinh Soc Trang, nay con mot ngoi
co-micu tho ong ta Ba-Thac, trudc mi€u con di tich la
may goc dura goc da ¢6 thu gia cd trén may tram nam.

Nguoi Mién khi xua dinh cu tai noi ngay nay goi xém
Hoc-Kién (Phuéc-Kién), thudoc Bai-Xau cii, nhung vi
banh trudng thuong trudng lta gao nén cho bua vé sau
doi ra bén Bii-Xau nhu nay da thiy, va tén Ba-Thic
bao trum canh dong rong 16n bao la chay tir Chau Péc
dén miii Ca-Mau, ca ving chay dai theo song Hau nay
déu goi theo Mién 14 srock Bassac hét thay. Loi nhiing
nam 1915-1925 1a miy nam hét bac. Trong khi ching
to1 duoc goi 1én hoc truong 1on & Sai-Gon, thi cha me
chung t6i lam 1i chon 14m tay bun tranh du véi con ma
binh va bat ké do sach, chen 14n va 1am an chung cha
v6i nguoi Mién nguoi Tho miét Hau-Giang, vui chung
vui, séng chung song, khoc cudi cuc khod ¢o nhau voi
ho vay.

Phai nhd mot diém quan trong ndy. S6 1a gdc gac
ching t61, nguoi1 Hau-Giang, khong phai 1a dong “de”
(doc do) tirc dong qui phai cua lang-sa, hodc gia dong
danh gia vong toc dat ngan nim vin vat Thing Long
hay dat Than-kinh Hué-d6 gi ca. C6 18 to-tién chung toi
1a nguoi chién bai cii, néu khong phai gbc Trung-Hoa
ly huong vi nan Méan Thanh cudp ngdi Minh-triéu, thi
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cling ngudi tir chiéng miét Ngii Quang tu lai ddy sanh
co lép nghiép, hoac vi di chén quén chan linh luu tha
lan héi va khi dén ving nay thiy ngon com ngot canh
r0i cudi vo ban xtr sanh con dé chau moc goc moc ré
dinh luén noi nay, hodc gia, ndi phai néi cho hét, mot
phan nao, can gi phai gidu, 1a nguoi co t6i da bi vua
quan ngoai ay luu d6 vao Nam dé 1ap “don dién”, khai
pha dé mo rong bo ¢di, rui co chét thi dén toi di lam,
may duoc song thi nho tdm than va dai cong thuc toi.
Nhung nhing ai timg dit chan 1én dat Hau-Giang roi
méi biét, khong xr nao hién va dé lam an bang mién
Hau- Giang va khong xt nao nhon tinh dé dai bang
nguoi Hau-Giang. C6 cAu vi “dat cii dii ngudi moi”,
néu ap dung vao dat Hau-Giang thi tring phong phoc.
Nhitng nim 1915-1925 ¢ day con xai dau lira, nha nao
sang lam thi d6t bang dén khi da (carbure) ma qui hon
hét 1a dén hiéu Tito-Landi, d6t dau xdng chay xe co
bom hoi va ¢6 mang-xong (manchon) ngon chdy sang
trang. Troi néng nuc thud dy chua co quat dién, phai
lam quat 16n bang vai cang trén tran nha co ro-ré, va co
mot dira nho kéo day cho quat phat qua phat lai, nguyén
ctia thuc dan bay va goi theo tiéng Phap 1a quat panka.
Ay, ban dém thi [t mi ma ban ngay méi thiy cai xa hoa
clia Xt gidu méi. Tiéng ddn rang trong nhimg nam do,
xtr Ca-Mau khong dung tra Tau vi nudc mua khé kiém
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va nudc trong vung pha tra khong ngon, va mdi khi
c6 ban be than thiét dén nha, nhit 1a dan Sai-Gon kho
tanh, van khui sim- banh dai khach, tiéng nat ving nd
nghe bop-bdp vui tai thé ndo. Tra Tau ngon dé gi kiém,
con trai lai ruou Champagne gia rat hoi : thtr chanh hiéu
Mumm cordon blanc (c6 chai trang) chua t6i nim dong
bac mot chai 16n uéng duogc sau nguoi, moi ngudi mot
ctp day noi bot thom bat-ngat, thir nita 1 hiéu Veuve
Cliquot 16i ba hay bon dong mét chai tuy thir c6 d6 mac
tién hay thir ¢6 trang ré hon, con néi gi ruegu sim-banh
xoang-xoang hiéu Veuve Amiot chi c6 mot dong tam
cic bac mdt chai, va rugu Veuve Amiot c6 nhiéu nha
khui uéng thé cho nuéc va cho rugu vang mdi bira com
lén-xen khong sang khong ha tién.

Ma trai lai xt Ca-Mau nudc mua méi 1a qui hiém
vo cung ! Boi d6 chua biét lam ho chira nude bang xi-
miang c6t sat. Nha giau 16n chira nudc bang mai dam,
lu, kiéu va choée dat. nhirng lu nhiing kiéu 4y ciing 13
bi mat vo cung. Pung nudc mua dé danh udéng quanh
nim d3 danh roi. C6 nhiéu nha du udng khong hét va
dé tranh tiéng “ban nudc” van nhuong ra véi danh tir
nghe la tai 1 “d6i nuéc” chung qui cling 1a 130 nha
giau rit chua, du cuia ban chd khong cho ! Cé khi budce
vao nha mot dién chu, thdy lu mai chira day mot vudng
nha 16n ba cin hodc dé giap vong 1am lta, lam hai hay




An Com Méi No6i Chuyén Cii 227

1a ba 16p. Nhitng nha giau cb cuyu ay dung mam mudi,
laa giéng cling trong lu, thim chi c6 mot nha gidu no &
Bung-Pron (ta goi lang Tai-Van, Soc-Tring), nha nay
c6 mot 1an bi an cudp viéng. Ching kéo lai trén hai
muoi dua lyc ludng voi dao to baa 16n, khao chu nha
d3 doi roi budm ém khong lay duge vat gi dang gia, vi
chu nha d3 dé phong, tu sit chi chira vai chuc bac “dan
kho”, quan 4o tot dd goi noi chuia Tho hodc gdi cho ba
con cat gitr trén phé cho, 1y khong duoc tién ma & lau
s¢ lang kéo binh to1 bat nén danh rat ém ca bon. Sau 1o
lai 130 chii nha quai quat da tién liéu, cat gidu bac tring
trong lu mam, khong ai biét dugc. Ctr hé mua nay ong
ban 1aa thi 6ng 1én chanh doi cac chu phai tra tién cho
ong bang bac trang nha bang, 6ng 1én dem vé nha dé &
ngoai mot s6 bac du xai mét nam, con lai bao nhiéu ong
cho dén toi, ban bé nga hét, mot minh 6ng ldy bac ra
chén vao lu mam, ¢ mdi lu 6ng dé vai tram dong 16t
dit, phia trén 6ng gai mam nguyén con 1én va d6 nude
mudi day ngap, c6 ong troi ma biét ! Di nhién, nhiing
lu mam 4y chi c6 dich thi hién thé, chanh thi ba vién
ngoai mai dugce do léy, thi ¢6 con ma nao thau dugc bi
mat trong nha ! Ba vién ngoai doi d6é khong nhu ba xa
ngay nay, an chic mic day, song toan bang mam dong
va com gid tay bang cdi mu-u, khong ngdi 1& déi mach
cling khong danh doi danh do, nén ké ctia 6ng, chi c6
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mot minh 6ng va toi biét, va hom nay toi khui ra day
thi 6ng da chau troi, dau c6 1au su. Cac chu dién 16n
thuo 4y déu & xa lang xa xom, va lai thud iy khong
dé gi xin sam sung, nhung cac chu dién can than da c6
thién muu bach ké dé dé phong trém cudp. Ho dung da
trau phoi kho cing trén gac bac gan mai nha thé cho la
phéng, trén 16t van day dudi cang da ctng, trén gac nay
ho chira san vé&i bot tréng, ve chai bé, tén nhon, na lay,
v.v... ¢t mdi 1an c6 ké cudp viéng nha, thi ban bé toi t&
chia nhau ra, 16p ¢ dudi danh thung thiéc, khua trong,
la lang, con chu nha va ban trai gan da da l¢ lang treéo
1én gac thuong, xa thi ho ban n4 lay, gan thi ho thut voi
ndéng va liéng miéng chai bé, doc dia khong thua lyu
dan, hodc liéng ve chai chira day nuéde, vira quing duge
xa va khi n6 tai hai nhu bom ¢& nho, ho cam cy nhu vay
cho lang tiép ctru, hodc c6 khi bon cudp thay ngan da
rat lui budm ém, trude khi ¢ binh ctru vién dén tiép.
Cai da trau phoi kho cang thang coi vdy ma bén chic vo
cung, nhirng stng 16i thoi doi d6 ban khong hé han va
d3 ctru cac dién cha nhiéu phen nhu vdy. Mot ong dién
chu khac, tén goi Son- May, gdc ngudi Tho, lai ¢6 diéu
ké hon nita. Trong nha 6ng chi 16t givong tre vac nira
lang cot, khong sdm ban ghé dat tién, cling khong ti ké
chi c4, khach vao nha ngbi trén vac néi chuyén khao roi
di, khong tra ciing khong thude hit. Con chau trong nha
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phai tu tac theo 6ng, nha khéng di ChG kh()ng tén tién
cling khong mua sam gi hét. Mam mudi san day lu, ga
vit dé trong san du dat, gao ngon com tring san sang,
thira duoc bao nhiéu tién, vo con kéo neo vang, kéo ca-
ra va khau vang, 6ng cho phép, ngay tir ngay tét ngdy
nao di cung chua dang huong cho Phat thi duogc iy ra
deo 10e-loet ba bira v&i thé-gian, deo dién da doi roi
khi vé nha manh ai ndy cat giau, vo chong cha con rudt
thit ciing khong biét chd nao. Ong chu dién nay giau
ntt d6 d6 vach, giau nhit trong ving, va c6 mot tanh
la 12 binh sanh 6ng khong ung xai bac gidy nha bing
cho dén tron doi. Sanh binh ong chi ua thich bac nén,
vang y hiéu Pong- Thanh, mac cach may 6ng ciing luu
trir d& danh va bac xai thi 6ng chi xai déng bac trang
thir hai muoi bay ca-ram cta nha bang. Ong c6 1& moi
nam 6ng doi gia laa 1én cao, ong ban hét lua mua trudc,
duoc bao nhiéu, miy ngan may mudn, ong déu doi ra
bac tring dem vé, ong tinh tron nim phai chi dung bao
nhiéu thi 6ng liy nhon ra da s6 4y dem gdi tit ca cho
ong luc ca chua lang 6ng la chua Bung Pron lang Tai-
Vin, thinh thoang 6ng dén choi an nho 16¢ chiia mot
bita com rdi 1anh chut it vé xai, con dam bao hon ngay
nay ta goi Tan-Doi Pham-Sanh, khong ai cay g& cua
ong duge mot dong xu, lac quyén qudc trai hay vay tién
diéu “rong Nam phun bac” 6ng déu tir khude do thira
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tién bac da gdi cling vao chua khéng con cic ndo, co
mdt 1an tham bién lam gia qua, ong chiu xuit nam chuc
ngan dong cho nha nudc vay trong mot cudc quoc-trai,
v6i diéu kién phai cho phép 6ng sam mot cy sing hai
10ng dé phong thi trém cudp, tham bién lai hira ban cho
ong chuc ham tri-huyén, vi 6ng c6 cong 16n lac quyén
sO tién 16n hon hét trong ving, ngay ong khai bang ong
kéu sdi Mién lai sdt-mon (doc kinh cau an), chi tén c6
bbn ddng bac tién cot tay cho hai éng sii, va hoi ra ong
d3 ban vé qudc trai ctia 6ng cho nha biang Pong-Phap ¢
Can-Tho lay lai du s6 50 ngan chi ra cho tham bién Tay
d6i 14y mot bang tri-huyén va mot cdy stng, khong tén
mot xu ten tien hdi 10 ! Tién ban lta du lai bao nhiéu,
ong khong xai dén mot cac, vi d6 1a bac tring gian kéu
bon-bon khong so muc nat, nén 6ng dao mot 16 sau giita
1Am la 16n ciia 6ng va chon hét vao do. Ong ¢b v tu
minh ddo 14y vira khoan thai vira chdm ri, c6t cho ban
bé ng6 thay, roi bao nhiéu vang bac ctia du sam dugc
trong mua 6ng déu dit hét vao long dat va lap dat lai
that bang phang, chirng Ay 6ng sai toi té mau mau ganh
laa méi tir rudng gop vé do vao 1am day nhoc dén noc,
ching sang nam gap gia ong s¢ kéu chéc khach ban lta
thi khi 4y sé& thay tién bac cia cai mot lan nita. Cai ké
ctia 6ng that 1a tuyét diéu, vi 13m cua 6ng 13 to nhut trong
lang, dén nam cdn vudng virc mdi cin hai thude rudi
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kinh-tdm, mdi bé nam can do 16i muoi hai thude ngoai
bé ngang, ltia 6 cao dén tan ndc 1a c6 ba bodn thude bé
ding, mudn xac mudn ldy lta ra doi di chd khac ciing
phai ton hai ba ngay cong bén nim thang vira xtic vira
ganh, cho nén khi c6 cudp danh nha 6ng, 6ng chi ton
cong dtng cat nghia tu su rang 6ng chon cua gitra 1am,
bon cudp chi con nude lac dau nhiée chay nhiéc min
nam ba cdu bang tiéng Tho roi nhd sdo budm ém, vi 1a
in cudp thud dy van con nhon dao, chung da tinh k¥,
néu d6t 1dm cho bo ghét thi vo ich cho hai dang, bang
doi xuc laa ra cho thdy mit may ngan dong bac tring
thi da du thi gio cho huong quan trong lang hodc ong
co & Soc-Trang dén bat cong dau & ti ca dam. Budm di
1am #n chd khéc 1a phai 1y hon.

Nhu da n6i mot 1an rdi, nuée mua & Hau Giang, tu
Bac-Liéu ruong mudi dén mii Ca-Mau, van qui gia
khong thua lta gao. Miét Can-Tho, Sa-Déc song siu
nudc chay cho nén chua thiy gia tri clia giot nudc mua
troi danh cho dan it von ¢ Hau-Giang Ba-Thic. Nudc
ubng noi mai ngdi nha gidu va noi méi chia cta ong
luc, néu khong nudi chim bo cau, thi dugc sach sé& tinh
khiét. Nudc himg mai nha 14 thi vang khé nhu bi xong
khoi, mau giéng nudc tra noi cac tiém nudc 1o héo. Ay
vay ma & Ca-Mau van qui, vi dom lai dudi viing va song
rach, thir nudc xting danh 1a tuk khmau (tuk 1a nuédc,
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khmau la den) kia méi that la la lung. Nudc gi mau do
duc nhu nude voi nude ché Hué cua hang binh dan,
nguoi khach vién phuong lic dau thiy sg khong dam
ubng ngay, khong ngd mau tuy ngd ngo la mat, nhung
tanh hién vo cing, udng vo hai. D6 13 nudc rimg tram
bi dat sup boi tir doi ong Coc ba Pé nao khong biét, c6
1€ trén ngan nam, tram chon vui dudi sau, nhanh 14 va
cdy déu muc nat nhir di, bién thanh dat, 16p con trén mat
chd sau thanh triing va viing ao, noi day moc 1én mot
cdy troi sanh cho xtr nay goi cdy dira nudc, khién nén
nudc mua dong lai dudi 16p 14 tram khi tro1 mua gia,
chay tran mit dat dung hoa véi nuée « dong dudi chon
dira nudc, do be dura nwdc muc xa ra, thao nao nudc
khong bién mau den den d6 do, sim nhu tra Hué tra Tau
O-long ! Tuy vay khi xét cho k¥, t6i ddm néi nudc nay
“hién”, khi udng vo bung quen roi thi khong sao, lai
con nén thude, vi dua theo khoa hoc, trong nudc co chat
chat cua cay dura nude cling mot loai tannin (ta- nanh, vi
thudc) pha véi dau “khuynh-diép” ctia cay tram 14 tram,
thi udng vo hai; duy nguoi la c6 thanh kién va so san thi
ubng mat ngon. Rui ubng v6 dau bung lai d6 thira.

Miét Ba-Thic ciing nhu ving Rung Sac nudc min
O-Cap, Viing Tau, troi sanh sin hai loai cdy “n nhan”
ctia thd dan x&r Pong-Nai ma it ai biét on. Hai gidng
cdy ndy la cdy ban va ciy dira nudc, cua ving nudc




An Com Méi No6i Chuyén Cii 233

min lam cho dét boi thém va khong 16. Cay ban, chir
goi “thity liéu” (danh tir nay c6 ngudi noi ¢6 1& do chua
Nguyén dat), 14 xanh tuo1 mudt & xa tréng rat gidng
loai lidu nhanh rii dom nudce (chiéu thuy) rat nen tho.
bac biét la re ban. Lép tua tia dam rat sau xudng dat
gan chit xudng dudi, 16p che beé trai ra thai 1ai va bam
sat vao mit dat khién cho cay ban dau bi gi6 lay van
khong nga. Lai c6 mot 16p ré thir ba, hon hao khong
chd noéi, 1a moc ddm ngugc ngay bon 1én troi ! Nguoi
Mién Nam chung t6i rat it 1am tho, nhung thiy cay gi
ngao man hon xuoc dam dam ré chi thién, bén dit tén,
xin 161 ¢6 hoi tuc, loai ré nay 1a “cdc ban”, thuong dung
1am nat ve va dung cham dau chui lu rat mau bong. Tén
tuy tuc, nhung giang lai thanh, va nhu d3 c6 ghi roi, nay
nhéc lai nira :

“Nuwée chay cdc ban run bdy bay,
Gio dwa dadi mit giay té té”.

Nam xua dang bao Chon Loc, thﬁy co théy tuc qua,
1am tai khon stra lai 13 “trai mit” cho dé nghe, khong dé
pham mot 161 ning, vi cau vin mét hay, chir doi khong
xtng, va bao hai nhiéu ngudi viét tho toi phai cai chinh
long vong. Toi db ai d6i duge chir nao khéac cho tuyét
diéu hon, toi nguyén dang mot ngdy cong tién danh
may.
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Cay tht nhi, nhu da néi, 13 ciy dira nudc, 1a dén vé
dung lop nha rat bén va d6 1a mot méi hoa loi to cua
ving nay, thud xua c6 danh thué goi thué “gia-diép”
hay “da diép”, ca hai déu khong co trong tu-dién va can
héi lai ché toi chua dam chac. Cay nay dic biét 1a moc
dudi nudc, ré rat nhiéu, co dat viing vang hay dét long
lay khong chun, van déu moc duoc. So khéi, trai dira
nudc gia, ¢ trong riung, nguyén chum to nhu trai chuy
cua tudng Ly-Nguyén-Ba, khong ai hai, beén rdt tir trai
va rung xudng nudc, troi dat do theo con nuéde, vira troi
vira moc mong. Kip mot budi nao do6 thuén tién hoic bj
gié rac gié co can lai, hodc giap mot chat dat dudi nudce
161 18n, trai dira nude tho ré con bam vao, & lai do, dau
mua 16n ciing khong troc khong trdi, hodc gia co troi
mong nay thi con mong khac tiép tuc bam vao sinh non
dat lun, cho dén mot ngay nao khach co 6c quan sat trd
lai trong ring, thi mot canh than tién di bay ra trudc
mit : m&i ngdy nao chd nay la nudc kha sau, bun non
budce 1an chan gan bi sa lay, chd nay ma oc bat cua nim
ngoai, nay da 16 nhd nao cay dira nude, lon con lo tho
vai 14 xanh um tréng rat dé& thuong, ké lai c6 cay ban
moc ké theo 161 dén luot cay dugc cay da, v.v... Md&i
ngay nao chd nay 16i nghe 16m bom, nay da can can,
va thinh thoang con nudc rong, da thiy mit dat va mot
cu-lao nho, mot gidong cat 10 1o hién ra. Ngay nay c6
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nguoi dd mua trai dira nudc moc mong nay dem cam
noi nhitng “cu-lao mé1 moc ngoai song cai” va vai chuc
nam sau 1a 1am cha dugc mét cu-lao tréng cay an trai
duoc roi. Va cai cau “thuong hai bién tang dién”, khong
can di dau xa, cr xudng miét Hau-Giang noi Soéng Céi,
ving Ba- Thiac va Ca-Mau thi at gap. Phu-sa song My-
Cong (Mékong) do xudng, gip ré ban ré dudc va ré dira
nudce bam lai, niu lai, rdi 1an 1an mét ngay mot dé€ dat
thém, trudc con sinh non, sau la dat xép da thanh hinh.
RO 1au ngay d6 1a ring nude ngdp dé cho ngay to tién
ta xubng don cdy don dat bon thanh rudng tot, trong ciy
lta duge. Va cha me t6i, ong ba toi, da timg udng nudc
vang vang ngai ngai nay, da tirng chia mubi sét com, do
mo hoi pha nudc mat, chan 1am tay bun trén dat c6 6ng
Ta tho (neack-ta) thiéng liéng nay.

Ngay nay ca viung Hau-Giang ddu dau ciing c6 nha
clra san sat, rudong dong minh méng, hdi ai an com
trang Hau- Giang, xin chd quén on nhﬁ:ng nguoi tién
nhon tirng du01 cop hodc bi cop an thit dé glanh tir tc
dat, san voi giét thi dit, dé c6 ngay nay. Pat ndy vi ngay
mdt ndi 1én cao, hén chi Trung-Hoa xua dat tén 1a dat
Phu-Nam (phu 13 n6i, nam 13 hudng nam), t6i thi hiéu
lam vay, nhung cac nha thong thai trudng Vién-Dong
Bac-Co, nhu 6ng G. Coedés lai cat nghia Phu-Nam do
chir Phan “Phnom” noi trai ra lam vay. Chir nghia nhiéu
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qua lam dién dau, toi xin chép hét ra ddy chd hau ciu.
Ngay nay nguoi Phu-Nam da tiéu di¢t theo thoi gian, va
nguoi Co- me ¢ van c6 khi ho nhin nhén ho 1a nguoi
Phu- Nam cting khong ai cai 1€ dugc.

Xét cho k¥, toi cho ngudi Co-me & day 1a tién hién,
con ong cha ching ta tir Ngli Quang hay tir Trung-Hoa
tu tap tai day roi pha dong mau vo61 nhau, lai nhau tai
day, d6 1a 16p hau hién. Xin ai ngdy nay dung tranh
gianh vo ich, mau Viét-Nam di chay nhiéu noi day, va
bién po‘i day lam dat Huong hoa cta chung ta tir nhiéu
doi roi.

(dang Chon Loc s 36 ngay 7-8-1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Ba-Thic, Hiu-Giang Bon Chuc Nim Vé
Trudc

a1 xur Hau-Giang cach do bon chuc nam vé trudc,

tire 12 161 ndam 1925 dén nam 1935, t6i chia lam
hai khoang : nim nim sung thanh, tir 1925 dén 1930 va
nam nam kinh té khing hoang, tir 1931 dén 1935. Nam
nam dau, con trai chu dién Hau Giang di Tay du hoc,
dém khong xiét, nha gidu cho con di da danh, nhiéu nha
lam vtra khé vira ¢c6 mau mat cling sinh tai vay bac hoi
tién gop g01 con sang Phap dé “kinh” 2’ d¢ tranh véi 16i
x6m. Khién nim nam sau lta mat gia, cha dién nhiéu
ong tung thiéu, cac co cac cdu di Ty phai bo do viée
hoc, that nghiép song vat va bén Phap hoic tré vé xi
lam nguoi bat dic chi bé tha 1éu 16ng, nhung dau chi
cling dem vé dugce mot cai hay 1a da dem lai mot khong
khi méi, bat phyc ting Phép, “hét sg Tay”, va dam an
dém noi ddm viét ddm lam.

Tran-van-Giau, lac do chua ai biét 1a ai, khi ra toa,
quan toa Phap hoi :

- Quelle est votre profession ? (Anh 1am nghé gi ?)

27 Kinh dong nghia véi thi dua, chdng bang.
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- Communiste ! Giau tra 101 gon 16n : “T61 lam cOng
san !”

Cong-san 12 mot cai nghé : trude d6 hoi ai dam v
nguc ndi ciu nay, nhung xét ra 1a mot cau bach ting
néi lidu, mot cau tra 161 ndt ciia mot nguol cung dau
cling nhu ciia mot dtra con nit bt phyc tung, ché khong
hon. Phép minh 1a nguoi 16n 1€ nao danh mot dra con
nit nhé yéu hon minh bao gio | Nhung phuong phap cai
trj thoi d6 rat 1a xao quyét, ho khong chiu nhu vy, van
phat ning va tri lai ho dung ting cd bac dang-diém 1a
khac vi mé sa thtr ndy thi khong lam chanh tri chong
d6i ho nita. Thoi budi nay sanh ra gidi ky-nit hué-khoi
nhu ¢6 Ba Tra (nay da chét nghéo), co Hai Nhi, ¢6 Hai
Tho1, c6 Ba Pho, ¢c6 Lucie Bandeau, vi c6 theo noi tran
bit cai bang che theo ma thanh ra tén, v.v... thay déu nhu
budm, séng bay nhay mdt thoi roi 13n mat, con mét co
goi c6 Bay H.D. nay tu niém yén than trén Thu- Puc.
Pé nudi cac co dao an choi nay, chay tién cho ho tung
vao song bai va noi tra dinh tiru diém (luc ay chua co
dancing va khiéu vii chua thinh), da c6 cac cau cong
tu, xung lam vay cho nghe rom chd trong Nam lam gi
c6 ong hoang dng quan, va cong tir day la con nha giau
hoc théi hu than an xai phung phi nhu céc cong tir bot
thdy trén san khau hat Tieu hat boi, dai khai co may mét
nay :
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- mot cau géc con mot doc phu & My-Tho, c6 hoc bén
Tay tro vé, biét diéu c6 hoc thirc, cu xtr voi anh em rat
khéo, & voi chi em rat ngot, vira hao hoa phong nhi, vira
co tay huong vén, mot tay bi hoa khoi hai sat nghiép
nhung ciling hai lai mdt ¢6 nhay xe tu tur vi tinh. Co 1ap
mot ganh hat cai luong, sau bi bo roi va chét nghéo. Vi
nudc da trang tréo, nén nguoi doi ting 1 Bach cong tir
va do6 la cau Tu P.G. (Phudc Georges).

- moQt cau géc con nha dai phu gia & Bac-Li€u, cha
¢6 rudng mudi, 1am hoi-dong quan hat, chuyén phé gia
cang nhitng gia dinh tré nghéo ma ham dua doi, c6 tién
mua sim xe hoi dé ché gai, doat vo nguoi ta, léy cO bac
1am nghé sanh nhai, xdu xi den da ma mudn tranh giai
nhut véi T.P. tring, nén nhom lang choi ban cho tén 13
Hic cong tir va vi thit ba nén goi cau B.H. (Ba Huy).

- mQt cau qué ¢ Tra-Vinh, biét cAm vot danh to-nét,
nhung vi hit qua thanh con nguoi hu than, nho tudi hon
hét trong hang céng tir ma co 1& da sém hon ai trd thanh
cat bui, con danh lai la cong tir Bich. Em 1a ¢6 Sau H.
8 dep ma c6 hoc, nhung budc sdém vao dang hu va mé
duong cho cac co tan thoi, nhon vat nﬁy to1 da no1 doan
trén voi cau “tu tir vi tinh”.

28 Cb Sau Huong.
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- mot cong tir 16n tudi va thude 16p trude toi ké lai
day 1a bat chip thoi gian va co 16i véi phuong phap
chép truyén. b6 1a cong tor Du-Hoc, ho Huynh. Cau
Nhu-Phudc 1a con mot nha gidu chu rudng mubi. Khi
cau lanh gia tai, cAu 4n to xai 16n, va dé bat chudc cong
tor con quan dang cuu, mot hom & Sai-Gon cau mudn
hét cac xe kéo tay va phat cho mdi xe chd mot mon vat
dung cua ciu di dao d6 thanh, xe ndy chd non, xe kia
cay du, xe khac cay gay can, V.v... cling la mdt cach
quang c4o vé su quing tién qua ctra s6. Cha me phat
mau qua va thiéu dtrc, nén sanh con hoang phi vii tién
mua tiéng hio. Xin noi luén ngudi anh 1a Du-Kia (Nhu-
Gia) kim chi hon va chi lo canh tac 1am giau, nhung rot
cudc lai bi ta dién sat hai, t6i s& ndi sau va au cling mot
nghiép chudng tién khién.

Trong khi ay va trudc nam 1920, chanh phu Phap
khai thong ving Rach-Gia Ca-Mau bang nhiéu con
kinh xang muc, xan canh déng Phudc-Long/Vinh- Phu
(Rach-Gia), d6 nudc phén va nudc o dong tuk khmau
ra bién ca va dua nudc ngot séng Cai tir Phung-Hiép
(Can-Tho) vao triing Ca-Mau.

Ma luét troi sanh ciing ngd : ty nhu ngoai Bac con
song Hong c6 dé gilr nudc can than nhung moi khi dé
v0 1a thién tai bi tham v6 ngan. Con trai lai dat dong
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bang ving Nam-ky luc tinh von khong biét dap dé
ngan nudc 13 gi va troi sanh ving Nam c6 san ba cai tai
khong-16 dé chtra nude du cua con song Mékong nho
do tranh cho dan Co-me va Viét-Nam khoi canh ngap
lut hang nién. Ba cai ti chira nude thién nhién to rong
ay 1a : 1) Bién Ho6 (Tonlé-sap) trén dat Cao - Mién; 2)
DPong Thap Muoi hay triing Thap Muoi gitt nude thing
du ctia song Tién-giang (Mé-kong) va 3) Pong Ca-Mau
hay triing Ba-Thic (srock tuk khmau) chtra nudc thira
thai song Hau (Bassac).

Cir mdi mua nudc 16n, mua ngap tran thi nudc Mé-
kong chay doi vao Bién HO va ngudi tién bdi nao lua
tén “Ho lai lang nhu Bién nude ngot” (sap 1a nude ngot)
that 1a ding va khéo lya. Mua 4y nudc dang 1én ngap
ludn ca mot khu rimg cay chi con 16-d¢ thdy nhimg ngon
va nhirng nhadnh nao cao khoi mat nudc, ky du duong
sa cau ky déu chon sau dudi ngon thiy triéu. Pay la
mua ca 1én rimg dé trimg sanh con va khi bay cé rong
rong 4y 16n 1én thi d3 c6 san 14 cay, trang kién, siu bo
]am moi nudi mau 16n va khi t&i mua nude giut, lui vé
song 16n, thi ca kia cling vira trong du stc chiu dung
v6i song sau nude chay. Cai ludt gitr cai chi thira trir dé
phan phat ra lac thiéu hut 4y, luat troi van ban hanh y
mot thé thie vira cho vung Tién-giang va Pong Thap
Mudi, vira cho ving Hau-Giang va dong Ca-Mau y hét.
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Thuo 4y, nguoi Viét ta da biét 1én Bién HO khai thac
nghé danh c4 va phoi kho lam mam. Mot tién boi da
qua vang nhung danh con dé lai 1a ong Lai Tiéng. Va
cling nén nhac luén mot tay giang hdo mi thuong xur
Bién Ho nita 1a Ba Tin, cling xung Pon-Hung-Tin ma
16p bon t61 con biét hodc con nghe nhéc lai rat nhiéu.
Ba Tin rat khi khai. S& di va chon nghé tuéng cudp
bién HO 1a vi gdp buodi thai binh, khong dat dung vo thi
nhitng tay vo nghé cao cudng ¢& Tin, néu co lya nghé
luc 1am ctling 1a tham phai. Phai n61 cho cong binh, Tin
co thoi quen cudp cua cua nhitng ké tham 6, lam giau
ac durc, va san long tro giup nhiing ngudi nghéo kho, ai
ai song 16p do6 trén Nam-Vang di ting biét danh. Nghe
n6i mot dém kia, Tin dat anh em dong bon di dn hang,
bon chung dén danh nha mot troc phu léy duoc cua cai
rat nhiéu, xong roi kéo nhau trd vé sao huyét, luc ay troi
con som d§ muoi gid hay muoi mot gio khuya, nhon
chéo ghe 16n di ngang nha san cat doc theo bo Ho, thay
nha no dén thap sang trung, Tin dinh 1am thém mot mé
nita roi s& vé trai nghi ngoi. Khong dé khi vo nha thi
m&i biét nha nay dang mung tiéc cudi. Cha nha ciing 13
mot tay sach doi lich duyét, thay vi té vé s¢ sét, lai danh
bao 1am gan, chinh y khin 16n 4o dai, kéo hét ho hang
va ¢ dau cha ré ra lay ming va rude Tin va dong bon
nhap ti¢c cudi “hy ha cho vui !I”. Pem rugu ra dai, hoi
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tré gidi thém thuc an, stra tiéc chinh t& dua c6 dau chu
ré ra lay ho. Tin dinh bung vao day 1a dé an cudp, sé
bao c6 dau va ho hang 16t hét nit trang va d6 qui gia nap
cho minh. Ngo& dau chu nha lam tinh, mot muc sai dau
con tra rugu kinh can ra lay Tin va goi gim sanh mang
cho khach anh hung Bién H6. Tin htng chi vi ruou va
thay ctr chi dang hoang quan tir ctia chil nha nén doi ¥,
gia 1a cudi 16n chiu 1lam cha d& dau cho hai tré, chup
ly reou 16n nde mot hoi can day va sai phé dang 13y ra
mot doi vang mot lugng va mot ngan bac mat vira cudp
khi ndy dé 1én mam trau rang 1& mung cta Tin cot tay
hai tré, chuc cau hanh phuc réi kéo nhau xuéng thuyén
di thang, chii nha mimg dugc mot phen thoat nan, ha
via. Vi cir chi tudng cudp niy ma thuong nhu vdy nén
khi Tin di lam an bi dong, thi linh trang khong khi nao
bat dugc Tin vi nhon tdm thu dic, dan che ché cho Tin
kha nhiéu. Va ciing vi Tin khong bi linh bat, cho nén
c6 ngudi dén va cd chude Thién-linh-céi cta thay ngai
Ta-Lon. Mii l4u sau tin bi tay em phan dang va to giac
nén Tin bi ban chét trén mot khic song thudc hat My-
Tho, thi hai dugc gido nghi¢ém dung la xac cua tudng
cudp ling danh Pon Hung Tin. Ca bon déu rat lui bo
chay tir tan. Con lai mot chiéc ghe ca- vom 16n, ciia phe
Tin, tr61 giat vé dia phan tinh Sa-Déc va dugc lang xa
giai giao vé chu tinh. Vi 1a do vat khong ai nhin nén
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dung mot nam co linh cho phat mii. Luc ay ké viét bai
nay vira chan u6t chan rao doi lai toa-bd Sa-Déc, 1am
chtrc ky luc phat bac va c6 phan su tiép tuc cong vigc
bo do cua vién ky luc trude tén Phai, 1a viéc phat mai
chiéc ghe bo hoang khong ai nhin nhan nay. Nguyén lai
doi ky luc trude di dem ra ban dau gia mot 1an nhung
khong ai tra toi gia nén con lai day. Pén phién toi, ciing
may khi 1én dén du gia c6 ngudi tra hai trim bac dung
gia nén khi dén tat ching t6i lam thu tuc nhan tién dong
vao kho va cho phép ngudi mua chong chiéc ghe ra
khoi phi-de chéo chong di méat dang. Cong viéc nguodi
ngoai lau hoac bong mot hom nhon di dn tiéc cudi nha
mot ong cai-tong & Tan-Qui-dong toi 16ng nghe ban ké
bén c6 ngudi ban luan vé chiée ghe ca-vom ban hai ba
trim bac (va do toi ban) nguyén 1a chiéc ghe cua Ba
Tin, vén 1am hai ddy, trong khoang gitta hai day nay c6
1am mot ngidn kin, va ngudi mua duoc chiée ghe nay 1a
mot d6 dang cua Tin, ho biét duoc trong ngan co chtra
Vang bac cua cudp dinh ching 1én ti s6 muédn sb van.
Vé sau c6 tén pho dang man ti theo tim chiéc ghe thi
cong viéc ghe co vang méi do bé ra. Toi vo can ma
cling dinh liu xa x6i t6i tiéu str Pon-Hung Tin anh hiing
tuéng cudp Bién Ho, va viéc ban ghe xay ra nam 1928.
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T6i d ndi dan dau den mau d6 miét Hau Giang van
c6 6c lang man lang bang va phan dong déu thich doc
truyén Tau nhut 1a truyén Thuyét Puong Phan Puong,
trong 4y c6 néi nhiéu vé Pon-Hung-Tin va nhom anh
hung Ngod-Cang-Trai. Néu cho phép tdi tan rong thi
cong rau tic dat va con ca dudi song Hau-Giang ciing
dong mot tam tanh ! Nhung c6 ngudi s& cudi toi va to
vé khong tin. Nhung cac ngudi cir xem cho ky, con ca
nuéce ngot Can-Tho, 16i dén Nga Bay (Phung Hiép) gip
nudc pha ché 10 1o khong ngot khong min thi thoi bo tire
khic. N6 séng khong duogc trong nude ndy. Tham chi
va trai lai, cAy 6-r6 cay ban (thuy-liéu) quen véi nude
man, lai chi séng va moc vung nudc man, va khong
song chd khac, vi bat hap thuy thd. Néu mot ngay nao
t61 c6 phiic duoc lam 10n, t6i sé lwa cdy ban lam tuong
trung cho khi tiét ca toi. Khi tiét gi ? Xin thua khi tiét
mot cdy mang tén 1a ban, mic dau vay 14 ludn ludn
xanh, co6 trai nudi duoc béy khi tu do va c6 ré moc chi
thién nhu t6i dd viét hai 1an, va nay con viét lai nira.
Cay ay, dugc cai tén rat nho nha 1a “thay-liéu”, cling
nhu hai chit “Vuong-Hong” cua toi khong ai ché, duy
tén cung com thi khac ! C4i tén ndm cta cay thuy lidu
cling dong mot thé.
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M4y chuc nam vé trudc chanh phu lang-sa 1am song
tan, bay ra ké dan thuy nhap dién, lam bimg chan nude
ngot va dap bo ngin nude bién khong cho 1én. Ho tinh
gilt nuéc Mékong d6 xudng cho miét Sdc-Tring c6 nudc
ngot; va dap dap chan nudc khic song C6 Co Du-Tho,
chay tir bién 1én, khong cho nudc mian vé téi Bii-Xau,
ngo dau y Tay la vay y Troi lai khac, va lam sao qua
mit duoc ong Troi gia, khién cho sau khi bay cudc din
thity nhap dién, nudc khic séng chay ngang ving Soc-
Trang, nhu dd nodi, né khong ngot nhu ¥ mudn, ciing
khong man nhu tho troi sép dat, no la nudc 1o 1o, danh
tir chuyén mén 13 nude pha ché. Va la thay may con cé
dudi séng va may cdy rau moc hai bén séng dudng nhu
c6 linh tanh biét & nudc pha ché sdong khong duge nén
déu rat lui co trat tu ! C4 nude man bo vung Soc-Trang
vé tu tai Bac-Liéu, Lang Dai. C4 nudc ngot ty nhu con
c4 chay thi 1an quan ¢ ving Tra-On Cai- Von va khong
lai vang t6i ving Nga Bay Phung Hiép. Trong khi ay
cdy ban ru 1a chét queo, ciy 6- rd xép 14 xa nhanh va
nga quep. Con tép con tom ciing bién mat ! Bao hai dan
sanh song tron mot dong Soc-Trang khong c6 ca tom an
ma khong biét duyén ¢4 tai vi sao va 13i tai vi ai. Pén
sau khi cac dap chan nudc kia vi thoi cude khong ai tu
bd tu né hu bé di, nude théng thuong lai nhu cil, tirc
khic ca tom va cay ban cdy 6-rd bat bén trd vé chd cil
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sinh song nhu xua, nghi cling la !

Mang no6i dong dai quen tanh, t6i xuyt sa dé va quén
tré lai van dé chanh 1a cach khai khan dat hoang va
cach 1am rudng cua ong ba chung t6i may chuc nam vé
trudec.

Nhic lai nha nudc Phép sai ddo con kinh Vinh Phu
dan nudc ngot tir kinh Phung Hiép vo ving Rach-Gia.
Con kinh vin mtc bang xang may, cho nén thiang bon
nhu soi day thép kéo. Pat xtic 1én, xang do ra hai bén
va thoc mang d6 dai sau vo téi rudng hau béi. Va day 1a
mot dip cho dan xang, tlr cdp-rang cho téi Tay coi xang
lam tién. Chd nao sdu, trong mong cho né do dat cho
vun 1én dé thanh rudng thi né nhong tién hodc khong
d6 dat. Trai lai n6 nhé chd xom dong dao dan cu tap
nap, né lai tra mang do cho bun ngap nha ngip phd, va
van su chi u tién, mudn ém thi nhét vao tay no vai to
con voi (gidy 100 bac xua), hodc biét né thich rugu thi
dang cho né la dugc vira y. Kinh dao chua xong la da
c6 dan ciii lut tir x(t dén khai hoang lam rudng. Néi rang
cti lut chd that sy 1a dan tir chiéng, da that bai tai qué
nha, M¥-Tho, Chg Bung, Bién Hoa, nay nghe don c6
dat ma&i bén dua vo con dén thir thoi van véi van mang,
ma tiéng quen thudc “lam rudng 1a danh bac véi troi”.
Ho chiu cuc kho di quen. Co gia dinh chi séng quanh
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nam hip nudc mam ngang ma da thit ho ctng ran nhu
sat nhu dong. Ho dn mai com rau va nudc mam do, thét
roi ho quen mi¢ng, mot do1 khi ra chg, don an vi veo
ma ho cling doi ¢6 nudc mam déng ho méi nuét com
v6 | C6 nguoi song kham kho cho dén ddi may nam
kinh té kho khin, mét cap vo chéng no & Hoa-Tu, gia
tai chi c6 mot cai quén cut va mot cai khin ran ma ho
goi theo Triéu-Chau 14 cai “ich bau”. Chong di cho thi
muon khian muon khd, vo & nha thi phai dong cura tho
chu nghia khoa than ! Dén khi ngudi vo 6 viée can dén
hai biru bdi kia (quan xa 16n va khan) thi anh chéng co
nudc tram mai dudi song, d6 thira sira cai cau sang hay
tai vi tiét troi qua nong nuc. Thé thi cai dich ¢&i trudng
chua phai cua My dat bay. Nhung ho ngay nay ram rat
vi qua du tién, con vo chong anh nay 13 vi quin bach
va vi x4 hoi bé quén, nén c6 khac. Lic nay néu anh
chong khong muén & dudi nude mii, chi con cé cach
tron trong 1éu bé moén thu phan, gia sur co trat toa doi
cling v6 phuong tuan linh, doi ba x3 vé tra khd va khian
s€ hay.

Cai khan ran nay, ho goi theo Ticu la ich-bau * von
san xuat tai Nam-Vang dem xudng ban khap noi va do la

29 Ich-bau : Ich 13 dyc (tdm); bau 14 bd, vai. Ich-bau 1a khan vai
dét ran den tring, ¢& 1m80 x 0m60, dung choang che than khi
tam 16 thién.
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mot vat toi can thiét cho bac nong phu Hau-Giang tam
16 thién thi lay d6 che than, 1dy nudc 1am sach khong can
xa phong, di dau bét than co ai cho chut it qua vat, mé
61 xau banh, ciing 1ay ich- bau dum goi dem vé rat tién,
troi nang gat qua thi lay che dau, troi lanh qua thi khoac
trén minh, sang sém lau mat cling nd, trua chiéu dip
ngu ciing xong, nhitng khach kinh thanh xin ché lay do
lam chudng mat, va mdi khi thiy ngudi ndo minh tran
cui cui, chiéc ich bau quang trén cd, dy d6 1a dong bao
to1 xur Hau-Giang, nhitng kién tudng danh vat véi troi
cho c6 hot lta cho dan thi thanh an, song chang can ai
biét minh, chét khéng mot tiéng than van. Toi nghiép,
chiu cuc chiu khd lam vay ma quanh nam khong mot
dong xu dinh tai. Lam ra bao nhiéu mii lo tra ng chi
dién, dong bén dong rudi thué than, mua cy du cho vo,
cai 4o cho con, nam nao trang mua vura xoc xach vai
dong bac trong thi thi thiéu chi thir cam d : thit dau heo
ludc cham mam bo-hdc giam sa ot cho that cay, thém
man nim ma chua duoc ném, thém cai thang bong vu
ri ré. Cai mau co bac c6 thé néi 1a manh nhut gifra dan
Hau-Giang, khong tién thi thoi, ¢6 tién thi mau cd bac
sO1 tr¢ lai. Bai cao ba 14, dra tré chan trau cling thao,
chu dién thi ¢6 t sic, cic-té, gia-dach, dan phen thém
cu-di, danh vd; va ca hai cha nhu ta, déu say mé me di
xi-ming (tt-mén), me ngdi (ra mot mit lién tiép), nhirt
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1a x6 dé, tir dé ba muoi sau con dén x6 sd hai dudi ngay
nay, vét dan qué sat nghi€p. Ngoai cai co bac, ho khong
cho 14 nan va van xem nhu mot thu tiéu khién giai sau,
theo ho, cling can thiét nhu com an nudc udng, cai nan
chung va von 1a mot bat cong cua xa hdi, 1a ho van bi
“nguoi & cho” boc 16t nhidu bé. “Ngudi ¢ cho” theo ho
day, hoan toan khong phai la nguoi thanh thi ma bao
gom tat ca nhirng ké lanh loi khong biét ¢ tir dau, duy
biét mot diéu 1a khi d6t ring, ngin bo mau, dap dap
gianh tir chut dat véi nude man véi song céi thi khong
thay mat ho gid nao, ma khi ruéng da thanh khoanh co
hoa lgi viing chic thi ho 16i mat “dia” ho ra, ho trinh
bang khoan gianh phan lam chu c6 quan cho phép. Thi
ra ho khon lanh 1a vay. Ho quen v&i may thay Toa BO,
ho ning di lai voi Nha Ty coi vé viéc khan dat, hé nghe
c6 cu-lao nao méi moc, ¢ kinh xang nao mo1 muc, thi
ho di 1am don nap quan xin khan, ho dua kinh 1y di
do dac cim noc cam phong-tiéu ma bac ndéng phu cuc
mich nao ¢ biét quan hé 14 sao, dén ching dat phat, co
gia tri, thi ho dén trinh lang c6 gidy to lam chimg, ho
ngang nhién dudi bac nong phu d& nha di khong kip.
Bac nong phu pha rimg bién ra rudng 16p xua iy, tén
goi la Xa Thoan, huyén Phat, huyén Phong, ba Phu An,
Cu-cong Nhan (cu 1a cdu, cong la ong. Cu-cong Nhan
la 6ng cau Nhan) toan la nhirng tién-hién, hau hién c6
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cong khai pha dat hoang tir ngay Tdy moéi qua day, va
ngay nay hoi tham lai dat dién con chau da d6i qua tay
khac hodc hoang phi ban dat tiéu xai hodc di bi truat
hiru hét roi, thi cling nhu khong. Pung thiy céc tén nay
cO gan chirc huyén chirc phit ma tudng ho 1a quan chire
trao T4y, ky trung ho 1a dan cti lut tién phong, nay vé
lang Hoa-Tu, Bang Xa-Mo, con nghe dan bon tho kéu
xach mé : dién pho- xa Thoan, dién xa Phat, con kinh
Thay Phong, dién thang Ty lac, dién x4 Nhan (cu-cong
Nhan). Churc éy la chirc ham cua nha nudc tang cho ho
dé nh¢ cong ho khai hoang, khai pha son 1am.

Con kinh Vinh-Phu dugc khai thong thanh khoanh
roi, ndm sau Toa B Rach-Gia dem dit rudng hai bén
bo kinh dau gia (nam 1918 16i d6). Rudng nay da cé
bang khoan tam (concession provisoire : dat khau tam),
nay c6 linh phat mai ban cong khai dé cip bang khoan
vinh vién (litre de propriété définitive). Lé ban dau gia,
ai tham gia déu duoc, ai tra gia cao thi dugc, mdi tiéng
tra gia 1a d6t mot ngon sap nho, gia chot dét dén ba cay
dén lién tiép, cy thr ba tit ma khong ai tra gia 1én nita
thi nguoi d6 duoc tuyén b, ké 1a cha mua cong khai.
Tuy viy quan can than, mdi 1an c6 nguoi mua, dén gia
chot, quan hoi 1a1 ngudi khan dat xin cho y kién, vi
nguoi ndy co quyen uu tién tién mai; néu y bang long
thi mua theo gia dau nay, bang y tir khudc, khi y quan
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s& tuyén bd ban dat cho ngudi tra gia chot. Mdi sé rudng
khi 4y cat ra ting 16 mudi mau Tay (10 ha), bé ngang
doc theo mé kinh 1a 100 thudc, bé sau v trong 1a 1.000
thudc, - phia siu nita 1a dat hau boi. Gia trung binh
mdi 16 10 ha tir 508 dén 1.000$ 13 cao nhut (bac 1918).
Nhitng 16 gia thap nam chuc dong bac 1a dat ket, & trong
héc hodc dat chua thanh thuc. La mét ngan déng la dat
gan cho bua hodc dat cua hai chu dién tranh gianh thu
nghich nhau, nén dau 1én cao lam giau cho Tay ! Phan
nhiéu chil dat vi nghéo hay bat cap khong séin tién, dén
day lay mat ngé dat minh sang tay ké khac. Thém nita,
vi nan dét luat khong xin béng khoan tam nén vé sau
bi “ngudi & cho™ cudp tay trén nén méi sanh ra sy bat
binh ngdm ngam, di dén bo nghé rudng qua nghé cudp
giut va nghe 101 cho chia rudng khong tién.

Ngay xua dat rudng kinh Vinh-Pht d3 16t hét bao
nhiéu mo hoi nude mit va cong lao cuc khd cua nguoi
dan cui lut. Tuy vay rudng bi nguoi khac doat con chua
tirc my, vi dau sao cling con cudc ban dau gia che mat
cong binh. Cai bat cong hién hién nhirt vao doi dy 1a vu
an Pong Noc Nan.

Canh dong nay c6 cai tén nghe la tai, vi la dat riung

vira khai pha xong, va la dat Tho. Dat tot vo song, moi
nam lua tring hon cac dong khac. Mgt budi sang nam
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no, khoang 193..., bon ta dién duoc trudng toa cam
gidy vo duoi di chd khac rang dat Noc-Nan c6 chi thiét
tho 14 quan phu H., 6ng vira 1a cong chtic cao cip noi
pht Toan Quyén & Ha-Noi, vira vé lam hoi dong quan
hat (conseiller coloniar) duong thoi. Ta-dién tc long
qua, khong chiu don di, nhung thud iy nao biét lién
doan hop tac la cai chi chi, khi nong thuong lam bay
va thém vudng chan vudng cang véi luat phap. Dan
tirc quéa chong cu lai voi truong toa va huong-quan, vi
vay xdy ra an mang. Giai ra toa dem xur dai hinh, nhung
tda cling ngan ngo, biét rang dan oan tinh, nhung dang
kia, 6ng Huan, lam dung luat nén khong biét lam sao
ma xur. Cong viéc kéo dai, bao chi n61 mai, ong phu H.
budn rau chét mét, duy su tich vu an D@)ng Noc Nan con
dugc nhic hoai.

Dan Hau-Giang van con chan ché so sét nhitng ai
an mic t6t, di xe hoi bong lang, ma chi chuyén gianh
rudng cudp dat nguoi ta. Ho lai thich nhitng ai chon
chét that tha, it dn it noi, biét lo 1am an, khong se sua va
gidi chiu dung biét ¢ chung & cha va d& dai véi ho.

Vi 1& 4y 6ng ba chiing t6i & chung thét rdi quen tanh,
cling dé dai dot dat, noi1 tieng Viét cling ciing va cling
do day nhu ho.
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Ngay nay mét phan tanh nguoi Mién Nam, ua “xap
x¢”, it chiu chung don, thich “dn ngon hon la mac tbt”,
biét xinh-x4i, ** thich gan ngudi chat phac lanh xa ngudi
ham loe loet kinh ki¢u, au cling 1a mot nét doc dao cua
dan Ba-Thiac Hau-Giang, con chau nhiéu dong, néi
nhiéu tht tiéng va “an mudi nhiéu hon dn com”.

(ddng Chon Loc lan dau, s 37 ra ngay 14-8-1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)

30 Toi quen dung nhiéu tir dia phuong, c6 18 1a tai cac ban Bac
va Trung, nhung toi khong viét khac duoc. Nhu hai chir “xap
x&”, khé cit nghia : trong ndy thudng pha tron tiéng Tiéu (Triéu-
Chau) va tiéng Quang (Quang-Dong) trong 10 noi. Xap 1a thap,
giong Quang. P6 xap-ky-nin, noéi theo Nho, dich hay chuyén
am 1a “dd cii da thap ky nién”, thap du nién. Con nhu : xap-x¢é,
xap-xinh, xap xui, toi khong biét cat nghia. Hai chit “xinh x4i”
chinh nguoi Tau ciling bdi réi. Co6 ngudi cat nghia d6 1a “thanh
xai (thai)”, nhung 6ng Tau khac khong chiu va noi d6 1a tho 4m
ctia Tiéu, khong viét ra chit dugc. Nhu vay méi lam sao ?
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Ba-Thic, Hiu-Giang Ba Mwoi Nim Veé Truéc

(Nhé va thém banh xay, bin nudc 1éo bo-hdc, bo bun
banh hoi Soc-Trang)

Céc ban Mién Trung va Mién Bic, tir ngay di cu
vao dat Sai-Gon, it nita cling da tha mot vong
Xuéng tan mii Ca-Mau, dé cho biét dat dai dan tinh.
Néu ché xa dudng, khong dam xudng xu ba khia y, va
vi so mudi miét dudi doc 1am, thi it nao cac ong cling
timg ghé dat hién Soc-Trang hay Ba-Xuyén la qué
huong mén yéu cua toi.

Ca-Mau 1a dat twong lai don va than non cua Lang
U-Minh.

Bac-Li€u giau vé mudi, gao vado laxur 1am bac nhiéu
tién, an choi khong tiéc. Nhung cling vi mudi va phén,
ma nudc da nguoi ban xit van den khong den, trang
khong trang, vang khong vang, vira men mét ngim
ngam. Nang con gai x& Bac giét ngudi bang cap mat rat
xinh va bang vi tién rat day. Con trai x&r Bac sanh nhiéu
cong tu, trudc da co6 noi nay xin noi lai nira. C6 mot
cau nay da gia cup ham thiéc, chd trude day 1a tay an
choi khét tiéng, mot tay hai biét may canh thién huong.
Map map nguoi, s¢ truong gioi lai 6-t6 thir danh chay
dua (xe sport) nhung cau dua chi cho mét, cau s¢ chét
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udng mang, cau lai xe di lung gai, chuyén mén chim
con nha nghéo, chd di d6i cai tan 1ay cai quan, mot chai
dau thom di mua mot doi con gai. Cau song dém nhu
ngay, khong noi trac tdng thi gitta canh bac song bai.
Boi da dong cii 1én nudce nira sac nén danh xung “Hic
cong-tr”. Ba co6 Hac thi phai c6 Bach, hai cong tir nay
twong khic nhau ting ctr chi. Mot anh dam xai véi gai
ma keo kiét 1 ban tanh, 1am rét mot to gidy “con céng”
(glay nam doéng c6 in hinh khong tu:oc) rot duoi cho
ngoi, gitra rap hat, cau haot hai ng01 xuong mo ngam.
Cau kia, Bach cong tir, khi khai d6t mot to gidy hoanh
(hai chuc bac) lam dudc cho ho Hic théy duong. Hai ctr
chi du thiy tdm tanh hai ngudi déu con nha giau budi
dong bac dé kiém.

D3 noi vé chang trai xir Bac, phai noi ludn co gai
Cho1-Moi, Gia-Rai. Cai tén nghe la, nhung nhirng ai
toc d6i mau nhu t6i, at con nhé hai hoa khoi mot ¢o tén
c6 Nam Choi-Moi, da 1am bac dau nhiéu 13o. Con gai
Bac-Liéu khong x4u xi dau. Trai lai nhd phan son va
nguc no, gai Bac Liéu co cai dep quyén rii ciia gai “dau
ga dit vit” va da timg lam mé mét 1am khach anh hung.
Chinh em ¢6 Nam Choi-Mbi da timg 1én Pa-Lat chiém
giai nhiit va da timg hau chin gdi cho chua, nhung cho
dén nay khong ai rd hai ¢6 1a ngudi goc gac xtr Bac hay
tir dau dén. Choi moi 12 mot gibng cay rimg séc, lai co
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cau “choi moi moi moc” va “choi moi xo ro”, nhung tai
sao cO hai dda hoa rung nay sang choi.

Bac Liéu la x an choi. Cac ban khong nhd sao,
chinh diéu “Vong ¢6” du duwong ciing phat sanh tir xr
nay dudi danh hiéu trude 13 “Da c6 hoai lang”. Nhung
Bac-Liéu con nhiéu thd vi khéc : an chéo Tiéu véi hot
vit mudi gidc khuya, lai c6 thir cua trong minh toan 13
gach do, mudi lau ngay an mot miéng ngdm miéng ma
nghe. Thém tha xudng bién an so huyét, ra bii an nhin
trong vuon, va an dua hau x6m Chéc. Dé co dip di xe
cho mat, cong tir n com & xt d6 roi chay xe 1én mudn
phong nghi ngoi & chg Soc-Trang. Thud ay xang chi c¢6
nam xu mot 1it va mot cai xe cét chi hiéu Renault ba chd
ngoi gia chi c6 mot ngan tdm trim bac, mudn ré va bén
thi mua xe hiéu Citroen, ba chd ngdi goi “xi-td ba dau
nang” (noi theo di€u bai cao), xe thuong gia mot ngan
nam tram, xe luxe thi mot ngan sau tram, nhung bac
thud 4y, 16i 1930, kiém do con mat khong ra, mot phu
lao dong & tu 1én tu xudng ciing vi khong co bon dong
ngoai bac dong thué than, va mdi 1an c6 ai d6i mot to
gidy mot trim, goi gidy xang, hay “gidy bo lu” (vi ¢o
v& hinh bo lu) thi ké nay xin coi ké no xin ro, vi nhiéu
nguoi lam lung sudt mot doi ma chua co duge mot tram
ddng bac.
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Luc ndy toi ké chuyén hai cong tir mot den mot trang
dung d6 nhau mot nguoi rét to gidy bac nim dong
khong chiu bo, mot nguoi dot mot to gidy bac gid gap
bdn 1an 14 to gidy hai chuc, c6 mot dng ban gia thiy toi
viét van tat qua khuyén t6i viét lai cho rd rang hon, toi
xin vang 101, tuy van nhé néu viét dai va day du thi sau
nay khong du tién in cudn nay.

S6 1a luc 4y hai cong tir theo may c6 ddo bong sic
cia ganh Huynh-Ky dang dién tai chg Soc-Tring noi
mot rap hat da dd tir 1au va d6 1a rap thay ky Binh. Khoi
n6i Bach cong tir khoi can chay theo dao hat vi chinh
cdu 1a bau ganh, duy 130 den, méi that 1a con ong toan
pha dam. Bira d6 va lai xe vé Bac Liéu lay thém tién
xai, nhung san gip cai luong dién tai day nén ding xe
lai tinh phong tay trén mot ¢6 dao méi ra doi1 c6 bong
sic va ca dién déu hay, do 1a c¢6 Sau Ngoc-Suong, va
mot cd khac 14 ¢6 Thanh Tung hon phan son tré. Thu
that viéc xay ra da qua lau, nay viét lai t6i khong dam
chic 12 ding mot trim phan trim nén di viét phot qua
cho xong chuyén. Khong de¢ ong ban gia kho tanh, mot
hai ép budc, t61 phai chiu y ban, nhung xin no6i ta cling
chang nén biét qua dich xac lam gi, duy nhé lai dém do,
cdu Ba vo rap tim cdu Tu r6i hai nguoi kéo nhau xudng
hang ghé dau ngdi np xéo noi gbc mit cho d& bé han
huyén vi chd 4y ghé con trong va rat tién cho nhiing
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nguoi theo doi dugc tudng hat ma khong ai dé y. La lay
1a ké viét bai nay lai ngo6i noi hang phia sau ma hai cau
khong hay ciing khong thay, vi trong rap dén dudc 16i
thoi, chi sang t6 nodi trén san khau. To6i ¢6 ¥ lanh mat
dé khoi chao, vi ba chiing t6i déu quen nhau, toi din
vo to1 kin miéng, va day la ba trudc da xa nhau tir nam
1947, t61 tuy xem hat, nhung nhut ctr nhirt dong ctia hai
cau khong lot khoéi sy cham chi theo do cua t61. Gio da
khuya va cudc hat cling gan van. Hai ngudi sira soan
tré 1én budng hat dé dua cot v4i dao. Cau den dung day
moc tai ldy thudce ra hit. Rui mot to gidy “con cong”
roi xudng dat, ma quet may quet diém gi cling khong
c6, nén chang ta bat ké giira dam dong, khom lung ngoi
xubng so soang dudi nén gach bong do ddy nhu tho
may mat kim, noi cach khéc, nhu thay boi mo tién vira
loay hoay vua lurn cum budn cudi. Chang cong tir da
trang thdy ma mac ¢ gitm, nén hoi :

- Toa lam cai gi ky cuc vay ?

- Moa kiém to giay con cong ! D.M ! Méi r6t day ma
dau mat ! Nhu c¢6 ma giau !

- Ma ¢6 gi toa khéo bay dat ! Ne, dé mua tiép toa mot
cay duoc !
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Chang cong tir kiém bau ganh vira noi vira dot mot
to gidy hoanh soi xudng dat, dé to rang bac hai chuc
ma toi con khong ké, con anh sa gi to gidy nim dong,
hé kiém khong thay thi théi, toi gi lubng cudng khong
xtng danh cong tir. Tir Ay trong gidi an choi c6 thém
mot giai thoai, da Ia cong tor ma chua bé tanh keo.

Sén duong ké chuyén, nén ké ludn chuyén sau nay
cho thay khi phach va hanh dong cua vai nhon vat trong
hang em 0t theo hau cong-tir.

Ciing tai chg Soc-Trang, m0t nam no, 161 ndm mét
ngan chin trim hai muoi may ba muoi gi do, bong
chang Bach cong -tr Phudc Georges ngd nan mot cach
glan tiép. Long ay cau du:a ganh hat cua cau tu My- Tho
xubdng hat mot vong mién Hau-Giang va do ay ganh
dang dién tai chau thanh tinh Soc cta toi. Vén 1a nguoi
phong luu chiéu hién dii si nén di dén dau cau Tu ciing
dat bo ha em ut di theo dong lam. Trong dam, c6 mot
chang lai, c6 Phap tich, theo lam ho-vé cho cau, nén di
dau ciing deo ke-ke sau mong mdt cay sung luc. Sang
sém hom éy, cau Tu la1 xe dua cac em di dung diém
tam noi quan nudc Hai-Nam ¢ ddy phd ngang nha cua
Ba t6i. Vi chiéc xe dau khong sat 1é duong, nén c6 mot
tén cai phu-lich XAc xugc co tiéng, tén la Cai Nén, théy
vay lai san s1 doi bién phat. Cau Tu 1a con nha nho nha
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nén 18 phép xudng nudc nhan 16i xin bo qua cho, nhung
anh cai ta tanh hach dich da quen, nén nhut quyét doi
bién gidy phat cho duoc mdi nghe. Thay tén cai ndy
1am hoi 16, chang Ty lai nong rudt binh chu 1a cau Tu
nén dung ra can thi€p giai hoa. D¢ dau may mot nam
ma rui trong mot phut ! Chuyén cua cau Tu nay sang
qua chang lai, ganh. Tén cai san so thach d6 :

- May y may 1a Ty c6 stng. May dam ban tao khong?

- T61 khong c6 choc anh, ma néu anh thach toi thi toi
ban ! - Anh lai néi.

- May gidi, - Cai Nén téi sO nén ti€p, - may gid1 may
ban con c... tao day ne !

Mot tiéng stiing n6. Chang lai qua nhién ban ngay chd
ctia Cai Nén chi, va sau tiéng sing, thady Cai Nén nim
cho mot déng. Cau chuyén di dn diém tAm bién ra an
mang. Chang lai xach sung di ngay lai bot trinh Co. Vi-
bang 1ap ra dang hoang, cac nhan chimg ngdi an trong
quan ciing nhu bang quan ¢ hai bén phd déu nhin nhan
c6 su khiéu khich va thach d6 cong khai. C6 nhién hé
sat nhon thi dén mang, chang lai di ti it nim, nhung
mAay nim sau nay toi con gap mait tai Sai-Gon, va hién
nay tai Soc-Trang khach biét chuyén con khen cur chi
anh chang nam 4y. P6 1a anh Maurice Sammarcelli,
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nhitng ndm déo chanh 1945-1946, da tirng 1anh trach
nhiém lam 6ng co tinh Go Cong mot luc.

Ngay nay néu cac ban c6 dip ghé cho Sbc Tring, t6i
xin cac ban, néu gip noi dudng gitta chau thanh danh
goi du’(‘)’ng Hai Ba Trung, trudce kia goi duong Hang Me
roi doi lai du:ong Pai-Ngii, néu cac ban gip noi day
hai can phé 1au mot can lam tiém uén toc mot can lam
ctra vo mot rap chiéu bong, hai cin nha 4y 13 noi nhau
rin cua ké viét bai nay. Va toi xin gidi thiéu : cho Soc-
Trang van y nhu cil, tuy cho thip va cii mém, nhung
chtra biét bao ky niém ém dém cua thoi budi xa xua, va
nhrt 1 con gitt duoc nhiéu thirc 4n la miéng. Sang diém
tam c6 banh bo man an véi thit xa-xiu nong hoi, va ¢6
thtr banh chién nhun dau trén mat c6 tha mot con tép
dé nguyén con, banh nay tén goi nhiéu thtr tiiy noi san
xuat : & Sai-Gon thi d6 1a “banh tom khé chién”, xudng
cho Rach Gia thi d6 1a “banh gid” (vi nhun gia) hoac
“banh dau” (nhun dau), khong nira 1a “banh Xa- Tun”
(theo t6i c6 1& do tiéng Xa-Tén nodi trai, va xét theo d6
phai ching banh niy dau tién ¢ Xa-Tén hay Tri-Ton
(Chéu-Déc) co trude ? Tai chg Soc-Trang va Bac-Liéu,
thi d6 13 cai “banh xay” tén nay toi nghe tir toi con nho
va da xua trén sau bay chuc nam. Theo t61 khong banh
xay dau ngon bang banh 1am ¢ chg Séc-Trang, va moi
day to1 kham phé ra banh lam tai chg lang Pai-Tam




An Com Méi No6i Chuyén Cii 263

(Xoai-Ca-Na cii), lai 1a ngon nhiit. S6c-Trang la xir tom
tép nhiéu va gia ré, cho nén banh chién dugc ngon. Toi
c6 hoi k¥, dau xanh phai dii sao lwa 14y hét nhitng hot
dau sugng, tép phai cho that tuoi, con nhay soi-soi va
dé nguyén va réu va chua cang, hot gao phai xay cho
nhién nhu:ng néu dé gao khong thi cai banh cing va
chai, bi quyét gia truyén ctia mot gia dinh chuyen mon
chién banh ¢ chg Xoai-Ca-Na (Soc-Trang) 13 co dé mot
mo com ngudi pha véi bot trong lic xay, thi banh méi
mém va ngon. Bi-quyét ndy nay t6i viét ra day thi da
hét bi mat, chd gia dinh ndy gidu nghé khong chiu chi
cho ai, va nguoi dan ba niy, mdi sang chi ra cho ngdi
chién vai trim banh, ban dén trua trua thi dep vé ngoi
song, ai dén trua thi nhin. Cai banh & Xoai-Ca-Na, hom
thang r6i (thang sau nam 1974) gia cling nhu ¢ cho Soc-
Tring 1a ba chuc dong bac, nhung dbi voi t6i van khong
ngon bi cai banh hoi trude chi ban mot dong xu (0$01)
mdi cai. Banh xay ngon, khi can, chiéc banh thau trong
mi¢ng nhai vira gion khéu vira thom thom mui tép tuoi
va thom mui m& méi, khi nudt vao khoi co, banh con
dé lai mét du vi min min cay cay cua chén nudc mam
Gt ré tién, khi banh da nudt vo t6i bung téi bao tr ma
chua thiy no va con mudn dn nira nhung banh da thoi
chién, thi khi ay du vi kia that 12 than sau qui khc. Con
nhd nam hoc 16p tu (cours élémentaire) truong Soc-
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Tring, vao gid ra choi, 16i chin gio rudi sang, troi dang
mua lam ram, chay mua gianh mua giut dugc mot cai
banh néng hoi, tha vo t6 nudc mam 6t, banh ngap nude
mam va dinh 6t d6 10m, can v6 miéng may miéng, ngon
lanh, 3n nhin nhin giap vong cai banh, khong dam can
nhiéu sg hét, chira con tép dinh dé choét s& xoi cho khoai
khau, bong thang ban ngdi ké bén tén 1a Chin lai xin an
mot miéng, néu khong cho thi lat nira ra vé no sé& kiém
chuyén danh dap 161 théi, dua banh cho n6 khong dé né
lim mot cai mot va nudt ludn con tép. Trong tai tdi con
mot déng xu, dinh chay mua cai khac thi chi ban banh
da dep va c6 tiéng trong thuc vo 16p. Tir ngdy Ay, toi thu
cai kiéu “an 16t” cta hoc tro 16n an hiép hoc tro nho,
nhung nhé lai nho thang Chin n 16t nhu vdy ma hom
ay toi hiéu duogc chir “ngon” dén tot nghia. Pén nay da
may chuc niam, gan xudng 16, tién bac sin c6 ma nao
mua duge mot bita khodi khau nhu hoi d6. Banh chién
& Sai Gon méi 1a d t&. Muon lam béanh 16n béan ré tién,
nén dau khong dii, bot khong lua, thém chién bang dau
cli : cai banh chai nhu 16p cao-su, ran nhai cho nhir
bdng gip mot hot dau suwong doi vao rang dau thau may
xanh, chém cha cai banh.

Chg So6c-Trang ban chao ca cling ngon dac biét : ca
chém tuoi thai tir miéng 16n treo ling-lang trén ganh,
216 thoi vao kho mat khong won ma thém déo thit ca,
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khi c¢6 nguoi mua, hoi d6 (trude 1930) mdi to hai cic
bac, nguoi Tiéu ban chao léy t6 lau sach, 16t mot 1a cai
xa-lach, muc chdo nong do 18n, xat ca may lat mong tha
vao, thém hai miéng kho ca huong, dé hanh ngo, ric
chut tiéu, t6 chao néng vira ngon vira ngot, viét dén day
mat t61 udt udt va nudc tir ddu thim miéng khong hay.
Muia gan tét co rau tang-6 thi 1y rau ndy thay cho cai
xa-lach. Trén Cho-Lén ciing c6 ban chao nay, goi “chéo
ca huong”. Oi qué huong mén yéu, cai banh xay mot
xu, t6 chdo hai cic bac ma ngon nhut trén doi, va biét
thud nao gap lai.

Budi trua ban 16t da c6 bun nudc léo va bun xao thit
bo. Xin ding 1am véi nude 1o thit ngot va bin bo kiéu
Hué. Nude 1éo day 1a nude ca twoi ném mam bo-hoc
cua nguoi Cao-Mién, thit ca 16c ria ra tur miéng 16n tha
v6 nudc 1éo, mot to ban gébm mot md rau ghém bap
chudi hot hodc gia séng, mot con bun va nudc leo chan
cho ngap, ném nudc mam séng va Gt cho that cay, bun
nudc 180 ndy, ngudi chua biét an thi gdm vi ché 12 “cta
dan Tho”, nhung dung quen miéng roi khi doi di dau
xa van nhd nhu nhd nhon tinh. Ban nude 1¢o biét cach
lam, an quén thdi va mon an ndy rat nhe bung. Méi an
day ma mot gio sau dd thay doi. An khong can nhai, goi
la “lua”, ngudi nao manh an nich ba bon t6 déy, chua
théy no, coi lai cai bung da 6c noc. Giay lat da xep cho
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nén to61 goi 1a nhe tiéu.

Bun bo thud nay ting quen an vai thit bo nuong. Pay
14 bo bun theo kiéu trong Nam, chd khong phai bun bo
kiéu Hué. Nhung bo ban kiéu Séc-Tring ciing c6 khac.
Ngay trudc cach nay bén nim chuc nim c6 mot éng
gia & duong Hang Tram (chay qua Bai-Xau), ong ban
“bo bun va banh hoi thit bo™ ai ai cling khen ngon. Tur
ngay 6ng mat, dan Soc-Trang lam biéng khong nudng
thit va xao theo mot cach khac, an cting co6 mdt 16 ngon
khéc la. Ban dau chi ban ban bit mot cai chao nho hay
cai son (casserole) 1én 10 lra. Tha mot mudng md thém
hai lat hanh cu. Ltra riu riu thoat ra mot khuic nhac ém
ém. C6 khach kén an di qua hang. Chi danh don tam 1y,
tha thém vao chao mdt chut té1 dap giep. Thém mot ty
hanh Tay. Ai sao t6i khong biét chd riéng t6i, lac con
& Soc-Trang, mot tram 1an di ngang qua ganh bun, chi
lam cach éy va chi cau t61 mot cai mot ! Thar nhit 1a gap
bira nao tron nha an lat an chay. To1 ngay nay thu t0i,
dau khong duoc 1én trén ciing khong sao. Mdi dém nao
an com khong c6 thit ca, toi thdy sao trong rudt long
bong qua ching, va mudi dém nhu mot, ¢ ngay ram
va ngay dau thang, t6i khong doi chin gio tdi thi da pha
gidi, hé tai t6i nghe khic nhac cua cht Tac nhip nhip
tre “lac cic cup, lup cup lic cic”, hodc nita hé miii toi
lot dugc hoi mui t6i chién & nga tu duong dau phd, thi
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dém hom ay, lam gi thi 1am, tdi ciing chira trong bao tir
mot chd sin dé chtra t6 mi nudce hai vat hay to bo bun
chién. Nhung bln day la bun & Soc-Trang 16n cong va
bat ting con, khong nhu bin ¢ Sai-Gon, lam nguyén
mot vé, khong xép con va toi cho rang kém my-thuat.
Vé banh hoi ciing vy, mdi chd lam c6 khac vi gao van
khac, gao Séc-Tring ngon com nhung khi liy dé 1am
banh hoi thi nhdo va khong ngon bang banh hoi Sai
Gon.

Vé mi ctia cac chii ban ciing vay. T6 mi trén Sai-Gon,
thud trude chia ra c6 hai giad. To ba xu khong co thit
nhung ciing mot vat mi va nude 1o ngon lanh. Pay 1a
thirc 4n binh dan cta ngudi lao dong it tién nhung trong
khi d6i thi ciing van d6i nhu ai. T6 sau xu hay 1 ba tién
(hai xu ké mot tién), thi ¢6 hai vat mi thém bon miéng
thit x4 xfu xat mong, mot miéng gan heo ludc va mot
miéng bao tir heo ludc. Ngudi nao mudn an mi kho thi
nudc 1éo s& chira trong mot to riéng, khi an roi thi hip
trang miéng cho thém khoai khau. T6 mot vat goi 1a
t6 nho, va to hai vat goi 1a to6 16n. Nhung chua bang to
mdt cic bac, tirc mot giac, mdt hao-giac hay mot hao-
chi mién Trung, chung qui 12 mot phan muoi ctia dong
bac, nhung gia tr1 tuong duong véi mot tram bac hién
thoi (t6 mi hai vat ngay nay, nam 1974, ban 140 bac noi
cac ganh tam thuong hodc 160 bac noi cic quan sang
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hon mot chit, nhung ké vé pham ciing nhu luong van
thua xa t6 mot cac ngay xua). T6 mi & Soc-Tring lai
khac. Vi ca va thit ¢ tinh van méi hon ¢ Sai-Gon, nén
t6 mi Séc-Tring van ré va ngon hon nhiéu lam. Noi day
khong c6 loai t6 mot vt ba xu va td mot vat van ban
sau xu nhung c6 bén miéng xa-xiu, hai miéng gan heo
va mot miéng bao tir ludc. Néu mua to hai cic thi c6 hai
vat mi, thit cling nhiéu hon lai thém c6 mét miéng cha
tom tirc tép lan bot chién dé nguyén con (tir ngay vat
gia leo thang, miéng cha tom di khong con thdy mic
dau t6 mi 1én gia ngot hai trim bac).

Mang néi bat quang ma toi quén trinh bay cho Soc-
Tring ra sao. Nhitng nim sau muoi nam vé trudc, thi
cho Soc-Tring van qué mua nhu cac cho khac va van
ct y mot kiéu nhu nhirng cho Can Tho, Sa-Déc, Vinh-
Long, v.v... Van mot day nha dai va thap, mai 1& té nhung
rong 1om, sanh véi cho Can-Tho, dugc xay cat lai khang
trang hon va dep d€ hon, nhd ¢ sat mé song nén cling
dé gift vé sinh hon, thi chg Séc-Trang cho dén ngay
nay van khong thay doi chit ndo. Tuy c6 cat thém cho
thit cho ca noi gén d6 nhung vuong cho cii, noi danh
ban hang xén, chién banh xay ban banh bo man v.v...
van y nhu truée. Vé tinh hinh budn ban (nay goi tinh
hinh kinh-té) trong tinh, thi 16i ndm 1919-1920 vé sau,
tire khi gidc Au chau dai chién ky nhut (1914-1918)
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da dut, thi khap miét Hau-Giang bat dau sum mau va
budc vao mét thoi-dai moi. Qua dén 16i nim 1930 thi
d6 1a budi tién rimg bac bién. Cong cudc sanh nhai dé
tho, nha nha déu 1am an phan chan va du dat. Con cai
cho du hoc phuong Tay, thong thuong la sang Phap.
Cha me & nha con du tién sam thém rudong va do noc
nha cii chong thém lau cho thém rong vi con cai ciing
thém déng. Lua ban duoc gia, lac iy mdi ta lta ban tai
Bii Xau trom trém trén ba dong bac, gao ban 1¢ mdi lit
nam xu 1én dén chin xu mot cic thién ha da kéu troi. Vé
vang y can dung mot luong la 37 grammes ngoai, hi¢u
Pong-Thanh 1a tt nhat, van giit gia khong 1én xudng
14 ndm muoi dong mdi luong. Gia vang nhitng nam 16i
1933, 1a muoi chin dong mot luong va d6 1a gia thap
nhut tir xwa dén nay.

C6 ngo dau bat dau tir nam 1932, kinh té khung hoang,
khong phai chi c6 S6c-Trang bi ndng ma cac tinh Nam-
ky déu chiu anh huong chung : cao-su ban khong chay,
cac chu don dién Tay déu mac no hoic sat nghiép. Con
lta nha nao ciing chira day bd ma cac chanh khong mua
hodc tra gia cang ngdy cang thap. Mot bo y phuc Tay
bang b trang, chi c6 nim dong rudi mot bo khéo va
chac, nhung khong ai dat may. Xe hoi cac chu dién Hau
Giang phai moi may thay hoic nhitng ngudi quen, cho
ho muon chay, hon la dé nam u trong ga-ra, vo Xe mau
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muc va binh hoi mau hét dién. Dién hinh nhtt 1a mot
chu dién no & Soc-Trang khong vay bac Cha x4 tri ché
tién 141 nang, va hoi bac hing dia 6c Tay, cd tat ca rudng
va sy nghiép tri gia trén ba trim ngan dong, vay duogc
mot trim ngan dong, tién 101 tam ly, tic 8% mdi nam.
Tudng rang cao ké, vi 13i nhe, ngd dau tinh gia ra non,
néu hoi bac cha, tién 101 tuy kha ning nhung nhiing
nam kinh té Cha ung lay chut it tién 10i va cho hen no
sang nam khéc, dang nay hiang Tay ct theo giao kéo ma
thi hanh, ngudi chu dién khong tién tra ng, tirc sai 10i
htra, hang giao ho so cho ludt su kién ra toa ddu gia phat
mai van khong ai mua. Mot trim mau rudng tot (100ha)
ra gia mot trim nim chuc dong bac (150$00), dén tat
d3 ba 1an ma khong mot ai tra gia thém, khién nén hing
mua s rudng dé trir no, rot cudc chu dién mat rudng,
tiéu tan su nghiép, pha san ma van con thiéu hang Tay
: 100.0008$ - 150% = 99.850% (chin muoi chin ngan tdm
trim nim chuc doéng) va chua ké tién 161 va tién kién
tung va an phi. Piéu kién ning nhut 13 trong twong lai
néu nguoi ch dién nay co su nghiép nao khac, thi sé
con bi tich thu ban déu gia nita dé trir ng cii. Nén kinh
té dd kiét qué téi mic do, khién nén sinh vién du hoc
Tay phuong déu duge cha me goi vé, ké nao tu tic
duoc ¢ lai bén Phap lam cong 1am bdi rira chén rira dia
dé kiém tién tiép tuc hoc nira thi mic y. Thi dau ta-tai
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Phap vé Nam-ky xin vao chon tho ky chanh phu, luong
tap-su hai muoi 1am dong (25$00) mdi thang. Nhung
phai 14y cong binh ma noi, mtc luong 25 dong ay chi
dung khong dén ndi doi, vi tién cho ty nhu nha toi ndm
1932-1933, bén miéng dn di cho ba cic mdi ngdy ma
van c6 thit ga heo hang bira, tién phd tim dong mét cin
phd trét & Sa-Péc du tién nghi c¢6 16t gach bong, mot
cube xe kéo chi c6 nam xu, va khi cao himg nhay du di
vo1 chi em do ba déng bac ma da moi son ma phén va
nhut 1a sach s€, khong lay binh.

T6i noi dai dong va quang cao qua nhiéu cho qué cha
me la chg Séc-Trang. Bit dau tir nam 1932 méi khi su
c6 xe hoi dua do chay duong Soéc-Trang lén tan Sai-
Gon. Do 1a xe ctia 6ng Ba Hué Nguyén-van-Luu, chay
tor sang som sau gic‘r thang thét dén troi sap té)i sdu bay
gid xe mGi dén bén & Cho Méi Sai-Gon. Luca ay xe chay
khong mau ciing c6, @6 bon chuc cay s6 ngan mdi gio,
ma su that duong sa con nho hep, nhiéu doan chi trai
da do va khiic dudng tir bén do My-Thuén 1én chg Cai-
Lay, hai bén duong cé lau co sdy moc sat 1& khi xe chay
nhanh 14 quat thung xe gan trang mat khach bo-hanh.
Hai chiéc béc tirc hai chiéc do dwa bang sit goi 1a bac
C4i-Von (Can-Tho) va bic My-Thuan (Vinh-Long) déu
nho nhit x4u xi va von khong phai ¢ ngay vi tri bay gio.
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Bén do bac My-Thuan doi khong xa may, duy chiéc
bac sang song Hau ¢ Can Tho trudc ddy van & sat
hang rao dinh quan Tham bién tinh truéng. Thud ay tai
Phong-Dinh c6 mdt nha kinh doanh nguo1 Nam chuyén
sam xe do chay duong Can-Tho/Sai-Gon va sau d6 co
1ap mot ganh hat cai lvong dao tao rat nhiéu nghé si
danh tiéng va nay cac nghé si con séng sot ciing toc tron
mau mudi tiéu nhu t6i. Luc 4y chanh phu dia phuong
thiy 6ng Tran-Dac Nghia 1a nguoi tan tién biét kinh
doanh tranh dau, nén modi 6ng nhan lanh bao thau cac
do may dua qua lai bén bac Can-Tho Cai-Von. Loi giao
két ong s& ky nhan bon chiéc dd may dang chay, lanh
coi soc cac dung cu may moc va bén do, v.v... duy phai
tu minh chay cho du nhién liéu xiang nhét can dung
va tra tién mudén nhon cong song phang, va “1oi an 16
chiu”. Tién sang song tir ca nhan luc 4y do lay hai xu
mdi ngudi, con tién mdi chiée xe do 16m t6i khong nhé
rd 12 bao nhiéu, ciing nhu gia thué mudn hang nim cudc
khai thac vi dai ay (xin nghe k¥ va nhé cho 18) 1a MOT
DONG BAC (1$00) mdi nam tirc chanh phu thau mot
dong bac tuong trung Va mién thué. Ay Vay ma ong gai
tai gai dau xin dugc vé nha tinh toan lai roi s& tra 1oi
sau. Va buc tho tra 101, vadi 101 1€ cung kinh dac biét cua
nguodi Mién Nam 1a 6ng khong dam nhan khai thac viéc
dua do bén bac Can-Tho Cai-Von véi gia MOT PONG
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BAC MOI NAM vi s khong du sé phi ! Toi moi céc
ban khong tin, xin hoéi lai cac buc lao thanh con séng
sot & Phong- Dinh thi biét. S& di ong khong nhén 101 1a
vi lac Ay “6ng mot minh mot cho™, biét rang khong ai
tranh gianh, nén 6ng con mudn chic an doi cho duge
chanh phu trg cép thém mét sb tién vién trg nam ba
ngan nira cho thém khoe, nao ngo tinh gia ra non, con
c4 kia d3 say, ngan nam mot thud biét khi nao gip lai.
Cai ming (mon) qua can than dén nhut nhat lam mat
mot co hoi tot, dang 14 ban tanh chan chd cua ngudi
Mién Nam ching toi vay.

(d3ng ky nhut trong bao Chon Loc s6 39 ngay 28-8-
1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Cach Lam Giau Ciia Nguoi Lép Trude O
Soc-Trang

gdy nay céi 16i thong thuong cta 16p nho chiing

ta 12 mang toi bat kinh. Bat kinh d6i véi ngudi
tién nhon ma chiing ta khong chiu kho tim hiéu, ¥ minh
van minh, nén quo diia ca ndm, chua chi lai trach nguoi
xura dn & 10i thoi, bai vi ong ba 16p trude khong dn &
nhu ta ngdy nay. Ngdy nay ta ngdi xe sang, xe dich
bang may bay chdp nhoang le lang, réi quén canh ong
ba di bo, an udng kham kho, méi danh dum va dé cua
lai cho con chau ngdy nay toa hudng. Néu t6i nhac
guong mot ngudi Tau chanh céng chuyén nghé ban ca
chay, nho tai giéi chay bd va khéo bai budi chiu cuc,
ganh ¢4 mua tir cho Soc- Triang chay mot hoi sudt tam
chin cay s6 ngan, ganh ca ning trén vai, dé kip ban budi
chg nhém ¢ Bo- Thao (lang Hoa-thuan), thé ma ca chua
won thit ca chua bun, gop dugc bao nhiéu tién thit lung
budc bung dé danh, vé sau c6 mot nha giau nghe tiéng
d6n, kéu vé ga con, chia rudng cho lam va nghiém nhién
da trd nén sau do l1a 6ng dai huong-cé trong lang, duoc
an trén ngodi trude (troc), dy do thir néu toi nhac lai cai
guong chi thu lam an éy trudc mat cac con chau vi cuu
huong-ca ban ca chay nay, thi ta s& thdy cac ¢ cdu (co
tiéu-tho co goc lao dong, cdu cong-tir chdu nha hang c4,
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cac cd cdu ay s& do mit tia tai vo 1y va s& ho then khong
phai lac, vi chung ho sg ngudi ngoai biét cai tién tich
han vi ctia ho. Ma ¢6 chi dau hd then ? L& dang nén
hanh dién la khac. Nhu cha to1 lam nghé tho bac, to1
van lay d6 lam vinh. Chi so cho ti ngdy nay, it nita nhu
vay cling tam goi c6 vai vé trong lang biét chir; thé ma
con t6i thi dbt nat di lam cu-1i do nhut, nhu vay moi la
xau ho tong mon.

Nhé lai khi t6i xuat than lam nghé cao gidy, toi an
com thang noi nha bac t61 6ng Cao-van-Hy ¢ duong
Bonard (Lé-Loi ngay nay) s nha 108, nim ay 1924-
1927, bac t6i mudn mot cin phd hai ting lau mot ting
trét, gia chi c6 mot tram sau chuc déng mdi thang, 1a
mot sd tién to tat lim vao thoi ay, ting ba trén chot
khong dung té1, bac t61 nhugng lai cho nha ngti Nam-
Pong-Phat mdi thang hai chuc dong, con ting trét bac
t6i dé cho gia quyén & md hang ban vong vang 1am sin
va ban chén dia Noi-Phu ky kiéu, con lai tang giita 13
lau mot ngay nay, bac cho chiing toi bon du’a O tro, vura
tién com vira tién ngu, mu:0°1 lam dong moi thang, the
ma ching toi co dira van hen cu 1an va tra khong noi
mét 1an, thim chi thang nao cling hut hat, phai héi bac
gai muon khi nam dong khi ba dong dé chd lanh luong
thang sau sé& thanh toan mot luot. Nhu vay du thiy chau
xua gia tri dong bac 16n dén byc nao. Budi ay toi co
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quen v6i mot ba cu qué & Bén-Tre, c6 ngudi con trai
dau ky-su nghé dét, tén ong N. Khic-Truong, mo hang
ban lya l¢o va lanh den nd1 héa, & cung con duong va
cung mot day nha vo1 bac t61. Nguoi dau cua ba 1a mdt
c6 dam chinh cong, nhu mi 1& phép, khéng nhu cac co
gai lang-sa khac nhung hom nay toi nhac lai day khong
phai vi cai song miii cao va cip mat duc cua cd, nhung
vi mot cau noi cua ba cu. Ba cu thuong dén choi nha
bac 61, thuong trach yéu toi 1a dn to xai 16n khong biét
tiéc bac tién. Ba cu noi tinh kho : “Cac chau xai khong
biét tiéc ctia. Coi vay ma dong bac né c6 ong than giir
nd. Biét trong thi nd & véi minh 1au dai. Bang khinh khi
no thi nd ra di le le. Qua day gia mot doi, con qua la
thang Truong van lam ra tién dé dang ma qua dau dam
xai vi nhé lai thud nho qua cuc tran ai lai khi méi kiém
ra tién 1”

Bén chit “tran ai lai khi” toi nghe ba cu thdt ra va nhé
mai cho dén hom nay, tuy ltic thanh xun lai hiéu 1am ba
nay néi tuc; va mdi khi cé dip van thich choc cho ba lip
lai cau n61 moc mac qué mua éy dé 1én cudi choi. Nhung
bao nhiéu con duong rdt cudc ciing dua ta vé thanh La-
Mai. Ching t6i cudi ba cy ndy vi cau ndi ma ching toi
chua hiéu hét ¥ nghia, cling nhu ngay nay, da c6 ngudi
dugc cam can cd phat trong tay, lai nd thod ma ngudi
16p trude, dén khi hiru sy van sa lay boi rdi nhu ai. Khi
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ay hau sanh khong con «kha Gy» dang so nira, va hau
sanh mo1 nhd lai phai di cung mot con duong voi nhitng
nguoi 16p trude khong khac. Thud Ay bac t6i thich dn
banh «pia» cia téi mua tai chg Phi-No (Soc-Trang), va
mot d6i thang khi toi vé qué thim gia-nghiém, 1am sao
t61 ciing phai ghé tat vao cho «Phaoy» ndy dé mua chut
it banh khoai mon va banh pia 1am qua cho bac. Ma dau
khong mua banh, budi Ay toi dd co théi quen ghé cho
nay roi, vi day 1a x{r ctia cac nang hué-khoi toi thich,
cac cO «dau ga dit vity. Phu-No 13 «phua bat v& thanh
tiéngy», «giau kéu nhu phao», do tiéng Mién «Phaoy,
tirc 13 giong cat. Pung ra phai viét «phniur» nhu trong
tu-dién Mién-Phap Dictionnaire cambodgien-francais
cua J.B. Bernard va dich ra Phap-ngtt la Phnur : tombe,
sépulcre, tombeau. Cai dia-danh & S6c-Trang «Phnaur
Khsach», Phap dich «dune, monticule de sable» ta da
thi-vi hoa ra hai dia danh Phu-No6 va Ké-Sach, nhu ngay
nay da thidy. Ma ngay nay hoi ai con an & theo tu-dién
nita ? Trong quyén «Viét-ngit chanh ta ty vi» cta anh
ban than Lé-Ngoc-Tru (ban Khai-Tri, 1973) tdi tra thay:
NO 1a bat v& thanh tiéng (tr.423), nghe thong thai qua
va bat toi nhd dén cai kia, khi 15 khong kém nin duoc,
cling «bat v& thanh tiéng» vdy, ma tai sao khong cho
goi 12 «nd» ? Va t6i cang mang toi bat kinh nhiéu hon
nita 13 tiéng “nd” da khién t6i lién tudng dén mot ong
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no c6 cai tén rat kéu va kéu rat 16n 1a Nguyén-Choat,
16t chir Pich ¢ gitra. Rui thoi, 6ng sanh trong Nam, gap
ong gitt ho tich troi danh, viét quc-ngir khong theo
sach ong Tru, va viét vao bo theo cach phat 4m trong
ndy 1a Nguyén D...it Chat, thi con c6 nudc mang cdi tén
kém thom 4y sudt mot doi, hoi c6 kho cho chua, troi hi
troi??? Tha hang bét nhu t6i, dich khong can nghi dén
dau xa : “Phu-No” 13 “giau kéu nhu phdo” nhu viy ma
khi viét khoi lo so viét 1am chit va sai nghia, mat thanh.
Viét dén day t61 nh¢ lai ma an nan thi da mudn, vi nam
xua, budi sanh tién, 6ng ban dan anh cua ching toi 1a
ong Poan-Quan-Tan, mdt nha van vira mot nhan si ¢6
hang, c6 Bo-truong Vian-hoa gido-duc doi 6ng Tran-
van-Hiru, 6ng Tan nhon doc trén bao thiy tén mot 6ng
danh nho Biac-Ha, cir-nhon Han-hoc qua doi tir nhitng
nam trudc va ndm 4y cac bao nhic nhé va xin lam 18
truy di¢u. Nha chi si nay khong ai khac hon 1a 6ng Ng6
Thuc-Dich. Nhung 6ng Tan von 15i thoi vé mon chanh
ta, ong day qua t61 va hoi tinh bo : “Tén gi ac vay ?”.
Toi cling tinh bo dap lai : “Da thua bo trudng, thiic mdot
cai, 1t mot cai, co chila ac !”

Ngay nay viét lai cau chuyén vé chanh ta ndy, toi xin
kinh cén ta 15i cting vong linh nguoi quéa vang, duy toi
mudn chirng minh madt 14n nira, nhu vay tén to1 chua
x4u bang.
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Nhé lai qua toi 14 mot dira hu, khong ra gi, da bat
kinh cung c6 nhan, thé¢ ma dam Ién hong ca ché ngudi
khac.

Cai dia danh Phu-No bao hai toi lac dé qué xa, nay
tré lai xin noéi tiép, cho Phu-Nd 4y, thud d6 va cho dén
nay van con, 1a lam banh Trung-thu theo 16i Tiéu ngon
hon banh lam & Cho-Lén, ty nhu banh in bdt dau xanh
vira déo vura Xép, khuén in sdc sao, khéo 1éo, théy cai
banh bit thém, dn vao banh thau trong miéng, an hoai
khong biét ngan. Nhurt 1a vao mua thang bay thang tam
ta, chec ray Tiéu pha gidng trong hoa qua khac va khoai
moén ho dao léy ¢, mua vé nau chin chim duong cat
trang an ngon tuyét. Nhitng cu khoai t6t va 16n ho dém
mao cho thg lam banh thang tdm. Tai chg nay c6 mot
gia dinh gbc Tiéu lai, hoc dugc nghé gia truyén lam
banh pia khoai-mon thom ngon khong noi nao sanh kip.

Cai banh cua nha nay, ngoai 16p 4o bang bot mi mong
khi nudng chin rat gion, dung dén dau 1a ra rét timg 16p,
do d6 ta co thé biét duoc hé cai banh nao con nguyén
la banh mai ra 10, banh nao v& 4o rach teng-beng o1
thay nhun khoai 14 banh cii d3 bi voc lra nhiéu phen. Vi
vy banh mua vé da cii va huong vi da kém di phan nao
tuy van ngon hon banh 1am cac noi khac. Mudn an that
ngon khong gi bang ltc con tudi ddi muoi bat rat ddi vo
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moi t6i, dap xe dap tir cho Soc vo ddy ngot muoi, mudi-
hai cdy s6 ngan, tuy vay cip gio khong biét moi, da
vay kién can bung tir sang som, phan tién trong tai thi
khong dugc nhiéu, khi dén cira tiém banh, xia ra 1an hoi
dém tir nAm dong xu mua céi banh, hai tay v6i dua tién
cho ¢b gai con 6ng chil tiém, roi ciing hai tay nang cai
banh nong nong tu: ban tay non nuot cua coO gai chuyen
h01 am ap qua, roi ding ludn tai quay, miéng can mot
miéng banh, mat ngd trn trin mit ¢ ban banh, lién
tudng tai sao mit ¢d 4y no tron, cip chang may 14 lidu,
d6i mat Tau lai xéch nguoc dang dudi, cai mat tron,
cai banh tron, can dén miéng chét, 1an tai ldy nam xu
ra mua cai banh khac, dé duoc dip cham vao do6i ban
tay ngoc ctia ngudi dep, rdi an roi nudt, roi ngd mat
nhau, ¢6 cudi ma toi tu nhién thay mimg vui trong da,
t61 cling cudi ma do co biét bung t6i mudn gi, khi thd
tay nhan cai banh thtr tu, thi trong tii xu ten khong con
mot dong, roi liéc cudi véi nhau khong can néi 161 nao,
cd vao trong budng ra ban cho mot chén tra O-long
nong hoi, 6i nd khoai lam sao ! Roi xach xe, dap muoi
hai cay sb tré vé, dém ay thé nao ciing chiém bao. Oi !
Cai thanh xuan bat tai | Nay nhé lai, “hong hong tuyét
tuyét”, day di bac phat; con ¢ Tau lai ban banh pia cho
Phu-N6, hdi ¢d c6 con va da ba ndi ba ngoai gi chua ?
Hay 13 c6 d3 an gidc ngan thu ? Xin c¢6 hiy doi véi !
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C6 thtr banh nhun dau xanh, gid dén bay chiém tay
(0$70), vi gitra rudt c6 chém mat trong dé hot vit mudi.
T6i khong thich banh nay vi qua mac tién, mdi khi co
moi, toi vi bung ran dn cho cb bang long, nhung riéng
t61 bita Ay thdy it vui, vi s6 tién hai cic bac ctia Ba toi
phat mdi ngdy van khong thém bét, nay an vi bung cai
banh bay xu, da linh-binh vi hdt vit mudi cham tiéu,
thém cai da day tudi doi muoi quen chém bon banh nay
chi 16t bung c6 ba, da chua no lai trong tai chi con e
loi ba xu, thanh thir bai toan khong dugc chan ma gio
phut dugc ngd mit co lai ngan bét, thiét 13 qua udng.
Hoc dugc ba tiéng Tiéu ¢6 day, nay con nhd rd : Hia
1a anh, Ché 1a chi, Ct, Cu la cau, Y, Y la di. Nhung c6
mot tiéng c¢6 day ma khong ngo miéng, co 18 vi cd bé
bong ngay tho, con gia dich 1a t61, lai gia bo cling tai
xin co 1ap di 1ap lai may lan, d6 1a tiéng “Némg” dé goi
anh ré. *!

- Nhu t61 day lam a-ntirng cta c6 dugc khong ?

- Pau c6 duoc ! Anh 13 hia cta tdi ma ! Mic dich hia
vay ha ?

31 Ntng la nhon, trong tiéng «trudng nhony». Trudng qua tiéng
Viét bién ra “giugng”, tirc chong cua c6 hoac cua di. No6i tat con
“anung”.
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Noi vé théo 1éo, tire 1a dau phung 16t vo lan bot ngao
duong, & Phu-N§ 1am cling ngon 1am, vi & ddy dat gidng,
dau phung tré)ng rat chiu, thém nguoi thg chiu kho lya
bo nhimg dau suong dau hu, khong tiéc. Nhung ngon
hon tat ca 1a mé-l4o san xuat tai ddy, co 1& xop khong
thua mé-1ao dat Van-Co Truong-Ké (Soc-Tring). Banh
meé-lao néu 1am khong khéo thi an suwong suong chai
ngit, mat ngon. Banh mdi, 1am bang mach nha dau
mua, trong rudt banh, mach nha két doanh thanh timg
soi chi tring tya nhu ré tre dan, hang doc hang ngang
trong rat my thuat, khi cin banh mém ngot thau trong
mi¢ng, khi nhai rdng va cham vao hot me bui bui thom,
vira mém, béo, ngon, khoai tra vo cung. Cai banh dai c¢&
mot tac tiy, bé ngang do ba ngoén tay, hinh tron tron nhur
mot long mia, thé ma c6 mét hué-khoi cyu sinh vién
truong dam Marie Curie, d3 ban cho banh ndy mot cai
tén toi phai xin 16i ¢ bac trude roi méi dam ndi ra. Vi
cai banh me-1ao 1a mot banh lan bot ma gidp vong, nén
mot hom chi ndy can din toi, khi biét toi vé thim qué
nha : “Anh nhd mua cho t61 mot ky thir banh gi t61 quén
tén roi, ma giong nhu c. chim mé” !

Nhon vat dat Pha-N§ ciing ngon nhu banh san xuat
tai xtr ndy. Pung nhu ciu “trai thanh gai lich”, dan ong
¢ day toan la Minh-Huong lai Trleu Chau, nguoi dong
day dé coi, ngudi ndo ngudi niy déu cao réo giénh
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giang khi con it tudi va cang vé gia bung cang phé va to
con nhung van khong 1ét bét, vi vay nhitng nim xua doi
Phap thudc thudng bi tuyén lam linh tap vi tot tudng va
manh dan. Con néi gi con géi lai xir Phi-N0, cha Tau
me Mién, - ¢6 ban banh pia 1a ngudi miu, thiy déu lung
ong that day, nhung bao nhiéu viéc nhoc trong nha déu
quan xuyén, mﬁi doc dira, moi lﬁn bi chong ray oan la
doi 6 hai bén song, thay ma mudn can, da ngdm ngarn
nga nga chic da chic thit, khong so ning mua, mat thi
mat phung gium lai va xién xién nhung khong phai 1¢,
dang dudi mat treo 1én, mdi khi liéc, trong den nghiéng
va trong trang chdp c6 sao. Vay ma tanh hién nhu bot
lam banh ! Nguoi ta ndi gai ¢ diy bén va khong lam
cho co6 binh dau lung, t61 chua thir nghiém nén khong
dam chic. Nhung van thdy nhiéu nguoi gia ma con xinh
va van lanh le nhu khi nhé. Trai doi nay nén tim gai
Pht-NG ma két duyén.

Con giéng Phu-Nb chay thang vé cho Soc- -Trang, mot
phan nam trén du’O’ng Soc- Trang/ Can-Tho, phan con lai
1a khiic xwong séng cua cai gidng nay chay vé Phu-
NO. Xua c6 thay phong-thity Tau khen Soc-Tring cé
tam con rong chau va quay dau vé thanh ph6 Soc-Trang
va d6 1a tam cai gibng cat bua ra tam hudng : Phu-
NO, B6-Thao (Thuan-Hoa), Xoai-Ca-Na (Pai-Tam),
Tham-Pon (Bai-Xau), Bang-Long (Giéng Nudc), Van-
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Co (Truong-Ké), Bac-Ta-Ky (Sung-Dinh) va Linh-Kia
(Long-Tu-Cuong).

Cai giong sau chot c¢6 cai tén xinh xinh khiéu goi:
Long-Tir-Cuong. Trong cudén Phong luwu cii méi, toi ¢o
noi ca thia-thia hdt tai giéng nay co ky trén lung do
choi goi 1a ky son, vi déu lai v6i ca Xiém gidng do, va
thay déu hay. Vi vy gidi choi ca, dit tén 1a ca Triéu-
Tu, dé nhic tai hay cua vién ho-tudng doi Tam Quéc
theo pho Luu Bi. Nhung dén Soc-Tring ma hoi tham
giéng Long-Tu-Cuong thi khéng ai biét ddu ma chﬁ:i
vi giong nay do ngu:0’1 Triéu-Chau dén day sanh song
trudc tién, trong ray lam vuon va dat tén luon. Tén ay
doc theo giong Tiéu 1a “linh-kia”, vi linh 14 long va kia
1a ttr. Viét dén day nén cham dut 1a vira va xin qui doc
gia Trung-Bac dung bat t6i dich hay phién 4m hai chir
ndy ra giong Quang-Dong vi ngai miéng va tuc tiéu
lam. No6i mé va nhic chimg nhu sau ddy ma con sg
kiém-duyét khong bang 1ong. Nguyén giong Quang doc
chir “ti” 1a “chay”, con “long” ho doc ac 1am, dau ngo
cai tén tot nhu thé ma ho doc ky cuc qud, nhung 4 ma
thoi, néu noi ra khong duoc thi viét lai day dé cac ban
biét choi rdi bo qua : d6 1a chir bo chit dau cho bét tuc :
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“...0n”, muon viét dua chir phai co chir “L” dung trudc.

(dang mot ky bao Chon Loc s6 43 ngay 25-9-1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Sa-Déc, Sep 17, 2015

Canh Vit Chg Phé Séc-Tring May Chuc
Nam Ve Truéc

ai ham noi vé co gai lai ban banh pia va cho

Phu-N9, noi dong noi tdy du thr ma chua noi
dén phé cho Soc-Trang, bao nhi€u canh vat cli va chau
thanh nhu t6i da biét, cach méy chuc nim vé trudc.
Nhitng ngudi ¢d cuu va ly huong vi hoan canh nhu toi,
moi 1an c6 dip tré vé xr cii, khong khoi boi hoi chon tac
da. Gian vi khong biét 1am tho nén khong thé noi hét
nhiing gi an nau ty day 10ng, nhung ai ciing nhu nay,
tuy nhin nhan chg Séc-Trang ngay nay vui hon trudc,
nao nhiét phén thinh hon, nhung dugc cai nﬁy mat cai
kia va khung canh nén tho “16i xdm nhu ba con mét nha
ctia thud trude”, qua nay da mat. Ngay nay nha ai nay &
va viéc ail néy lo, khac hon trudc hé & mot xom véi
nhau, mién mot nha cé viéc thi ca xém chung lo, va nha
nay nha kia qua lai v6i nhau than thién hon ba con mot
ho. Ma cling khong trach ai bay gio. Xua I¢o beo dan it
nguoi thua nén than nhau la 1€ thuong. Ngay nay dong
duc khién phai liéu com gap mam, ché néu an & theo da
cll, thu tuc vang lai nhu kiéu trudc, léy dau cho du ma
an ? Nghi cling ngd : tir bi cai nan binh ltra dang dai
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trong hoai khong thay dut, dan trong tinh di leo thang
1én miy buc ma khong ngo. Dan trong soc trong lang
qué doi ra chg ¢, dan tinh thanh thi chay 1én Sai-Gon,
va nhitng ké nao di 1lam duong, qua hong hach thi 16i
lanh di xa, so vudng chian vudng cang, ké nio co thé
luc san tién thi bay tudt sang Phap, ké ndo it bé thé thi
manh ai ndy tron chui nap ¢ d& dau d6 tam thoi, séng
qua ngay thang cho thanh binh tro lai. To1 khf)ng co t6i
gi ma V1 s¢ va lay, cling chay len Si-Gon r0i dinh gbc
dinh ré trén nay, ngay vé xt van con xa lac.

Ngay nay nhitng ngudi ¢b cuu tinh Soc da khong con
may : 16p thi gia c¢di chét 1an mon, 16p theo con chau tan
lac x1r khac... Nhitng ngudi 16p maoi, hodc tir soc qué ra
cho nhu da noi trén, hodc do l1a cong chire, s quan, binh
nhon tir xa doi lai, nén mdi 1an vé tinh, tr dan nhau ran
t6i tré' thanh dan tha phuong, va cho dén cai xom cii, bd
mit ngdy nay nhin cling da la hoac. Ty nhu cay cau sat
ndi lién phé cho qua xo6m hanh chénh thi nay da tri¢t ha,
khuc séng 1ap bang, cay “cau bon” (pont) ndy khong
con nita. Con dudng Cai ndi lién hai cau sit, mot cau do
b6 mot cau kia goi “cau quay” nay xem ciing qua cii k¥,
con duong ndy 1a mach séng trong chau thanh va quan
trong nao nhiét nhit trong tinh thi cling phé hung may
d6 thay tén my lan : 16p Ba toi song noi day trén tam
muoi sau nim thi biét n6 duéi danh tir “duong Hang




288 Vwong Hﬁng Sén

Me”, kip dén t6i ¢ tai ddy trén ndm muoi nim trudce khi
doi vé Gia-Dinh, thi d6 1 con dudng Pai-Ngii, qua 16p
hai em t6i tiép tuc ¢ y chd cii thi d6i lai 1a duong Hai Ba
Trung hodc duong Nhi Trung, hai danh tir ndy dén nay
to1 cling chua rd cai nao la dang. Luc bé tho, to1 nghe
Ba t6i ké lai 1a duong 4y c6 tén duong Hang Me, vi doc
theo hai bén 1& c6 trong hai hang me gdc that to, tir doi
dang cuu dé lai. Dip bdo nim giap-thin (1904), me bi
gi6 troc goc ng la liét, nén thira dip ay néi duong thém
rong ra hai bén, me bi don hét va thé vao 1a hai hang
sao, ma chinh toi thy tir nho dén 16n, song song hai
hang, yém mat ndi lién hai cau sat. Tir tran bao don me
cling d6i tén duong 1a duong Pai-Ngii, vi néu ct con 16
nay chay thang hoai thi s& dén xtr ca chay Vam Tan tirc
lang Pai-Ngai Véy Trudce nam 1920, con dudng nay chi
180 béo hai day phd trét, trudce pho cO mai hién lop bang
thiéc lap xap, c6 hai hang cot gb kénh cang dd mai ay,
thém c6 hai hang muong gach cho nudc thong thuong
nhung rat bat tién vira do day vira gan trd qua lai, nhung
lac ay nho chua co 6-t0 va chi c6 xe kiéng va xe kéo
lru thong nén con dudng chua thay chi 1a chat hep. Ban
dém vi chua c6 dién nén mdi nha phai treo va thiap mot
deén 16ng trude cira cho sang, trong 16ng kiéng c6 chong
mot ngon dén dau hoa; nhung ac nghiét thay, dan hai
bén pho lai hiéu 1am ¥ nghia cia su soi dudng vi loi ich
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chung va thi nhau sam dén loai “con coc”, tim dén that
nho dé it ton dau, mién sao gié thoi ma dén diung tat 1a
duoc, vi dén tat thi linh phu-lit bat phat séu cic toi vi
canh cling nhu: muong trudce nha do hay san nha co rac
gidy vun van, mdi moi deu c6 dip tot cho ma-ta pha-lit
1ap bién ban, phat sau cic khong ai phan nan, chi phan
nan phai cong di hau co bot sudt budi mét tri. 32 Co khi
muén choi 4c, linh ty thoi dén roi kéu ctra 1ap vi bang,
d6 méi 1a hét nude noi.

Noi mdi ngd tu duong cai thi co trong bdn ciy cot
g0, trén dau c6 cim mot 1ong dén 16n, mdi budi chiéu
sap tOi c6 mot ngudi phu dem thang leo 18n thap dén va
mdi sang ciing ngudi phu ay dén thoi tit. Gan nam dé
nht thé chién bén Au-chau, 16i nim 1914, tai chg Soc-
Trang thay hét dén dau lira noi ng tu dudng, trong cot
xi-mang c6t sit treo dén c6 manchon di sang hon trude
nhiéu thém it bé bon vi cot dén bt lai, bon cdy dén dau
hoa dtng tr try, nay con lai hai ciy cot dé giang day

32 Hoi Tay méi qua, tinh theo gia bac quan, thi mdi dong bac
an hai quan rudi (1300 = 2fr50), sau d6i lai mot dong dn nim
quan (1$00 = 5fr) nén phat vi canh ba quan 13 sau cic. Sau nita
bac dimg mot chd an mudi quan sudt nhiéu nam dai, dé 1én t6i
gia tot byuc 1a mot dong bac an mudi bay quan (1300 = 17fr), luc
nay di hoc bén Tay rat dit. Ngay nay bac quan doi lai 1 franc an
100 franc cii va dong bac ha gia, nay phai trén 130$ ddi 1 franc.
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sat treo dén mang-xong ling lang & gitra ngay trung tim
16. Tuy thanh phé khong sang sua nhu hién gio nhung
riéng t6i, toi thdy canh tri 16p xua dang tho mong hon
vi nho dén kém sdng nén con trang ram thay dep, nay
dau dau cling c6 dén dién dén néon, con mat dan ching
d3 qua quen, nén khong con biét thuong thuic tiée vui
trung-thu v&i nhiéu dén gidy. Duy ching t6i lac nho,
nao khéc con thiéu than thay lira, chi trong mau t6i mau
sang dén Tét dang reo mung trude stc sang cua ciy
deén dau hoa hai tim. (c6 cAu hat vi : “Vo anh x4u méau
hay ghen, anh ding lap limg choi dén hai tim”), hoic
dé bu chung quanh nhitng cay dén ba muoi Hué-ky (vi
héng dén ghi sé 30), hodc dén hiéu Tito-Bandi, thip
mang-xong, sang trang choat. T6i con nhd nha chi Sau
Lau, chu 10 tho bac, ban than ¢ ngang nha cua Ba t061,
mét nim Tét no, cht di Gia-Dinh chuyén vé ché dem
vé chung mot cay dén hinh cay mai gia lam bang éng
déng do tho Ba-son han that khéo, gbc cdy va nhanh
nhoc déu rong ruot moi trong y nhu cdy mai kiéng, dén
t61 ba muoi, chtl cim goc mai gia nay trén luc binh c0,
dé khi da (carbure) va d6 nudc vao binh, chén nhét ki
cang roi cham ltra vao ngon dén, tirc nhitng bong mai
nhoé nd roi hay con bip va tie thi nhimg bong iy sang
ruc 1én nhu sao trén troi, thud nay t6i chua thay dén nao
sang va ngd mat bang. Trén nhanh mai bao nhiéu hoa 13
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c6 bao nhiéu ngon ltra nhé sang hodc xi ra, tuy lai gan
dén khi d4 tiét ra mot mui thum thim. Tét nim 4y cac
cht 10 mot diy duong Pai-Ngai déu nhuong chi Sau
Lau an giai nhit vé cay dén “ngii diém mai” dic biét
nay. Vé sau c6 dién roi khong ai dung thtr dén khi da
nay nita vi nguy hiém, khi nao nghet hoi c6 thé nd hu
binh gay tai hoa.

Nha Ba t61 ¢6 ba ban tho va ba bd lu dat lam tir Cho
Quan hay la Cho Gao, lu cd sau tac bé cao thi ¢6 la gi
va nha tho bac ndo thud 4y lai khong c6. Duy lu nha Ba
t6i nho khéo biét trau gidi, ctir mdi tét bao hai toi chui lu
nhé lai con ngan, va lu nao lu ndy bong ngdi nhu guong,
dé au nhu vang muoi, khong mot chut ty va khong mot
chd sot nao khong chui sach. Thud iy may 16 tho bac
déu tu tai con duong Pai-Ngai, vi day la con duong
dong dao nhut, nhu 16 cha Sdu Lau, 16 cht Ba Vi, 160 bac
Nam R0, va 1o cua Ba to1. Con vai 10 nira ¢ gﬁn chot thit
nhu 10 cht Tu Khanh, 16 chu Nam Mai, 16 bac Tu Chir;
10 bac Nam Cai thi & gan chua 6ng Bon va 10 bac Tho
Dot ciing ¢ khiic dudng nay. Ca thay déu don & nhitng
noi c6 bd-hanh qua lai nhiéu, nhit 1a nguoi O trong soc
ra gip 10 ndo gan 1a vo dat 1am va ho thuong dé dai it
kén. Mot chg nho xiu, ty nhu cho Go-Vap ngdy nay ma
¢ dén chin 10 tho bac, du hiéu thud ay dan cu dé kiém
duogc tién va ham sim vang dén buc nao, khong ké noi
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nhitng chg nho nhu Nhu-Gia, Bai-Xau, Ké-Sach con
nhiéu 10 khac nira. Nhung luc ay khong c6 canh tranh,
khach hang vo 10 nao dit hang thi niy nho, chi 10 va
tho lam cling cu xur véi nhau rat 1a than thién va d tao
1ap chung mot ngdi miéu thd to-su 1a ba Lé-Chau, miéu
nay & duong di Can-Tho, gan con kinh xang Phung-
Hiép, nay van con khoi hwong khong ngét. May 16 cha
bac toi qua lai rat than, d6 nghé muon 1an nhau ma
dung, nhu Ba t61 ¢6 mot cai ban can vang thi cac chua
bac déu lai can nho va nha nao co viéc co tiée tung déu
thom thao mo1 moe nhau khong bao gio bo sét. Ma ngo,
cac chi bac dy, nguoi ndo cling gidi nghé ndu nudng va
mdi ngudi déu chuyén mot mén an ngon dic biét. Nha
Ba t61 lam lu nhat, nho ¢6 chat ruong huong hoa nén
nudi duge mot bay vit sen 16ng trang va con nao con
nay 16n va map thay bat thém. Mi lan c6 cing gid hay
ctng via, nht 1 dip 1& Thanh-minh, 1dm dén bén nim
con, thdy ma ngot, 1op ndu bat tran, 16p nau xdo ban,
16p ludc an chAm nudc mam gimg. Theo t6i, con vit 13
mot con diéu cim quen séng dudi nudce, nén khi lam
moén an, chi 1dy nudc ma tri nd thi méi phai thé. Con
thu gi ma ha hi nhau cling & dudi nudc, vit trong dé vit
mai dau ngdm dudi nude ca giod ca canh ma khong thay
chi mai la lang ! Con vit Tau, thit it va xwong nhiéu, thi
an quay an tiém bat trAn moi thay ngon. Con vit Hué
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2101 bay vi nhe minh thém xuong cimg qua, phai chat
tirng miéng nho, nau xao theo diéu Hué in tiét kiém,
d6 gia vi nhiéu hon thit, hodc nuéi 1ay trimg vi ca hai
gidng déu dé sai va nudi ca bay ngoai dong, ching tur
tic bat ca ria tép khoi can thic dn bao ché. Trai lai con
vit rudng, goi “vit sen” 16ng trang, nudi ton kém nhiéu
an toan laa lua va tép tom nd kiém dugc dudi rudng
thi khong nén chd di dau xa ma vit hoi 16ng va phai
hiéu cach, ludc nd ma xoi tai chd, thi 1a tuyét. Vit sen
16n bang hai vit Tau va vit Hué. Mot miéng hanh ludc
dé nguyeén cudn lai cho gon, cap vo1 mot miéng thit vit
sen, chAm vao nudc mam dam gimg cho vira miéng, thi
chu choa, khi viét t6i hang nay thi khong rd nudc dai
tir du tiét ra diy miéng, t6i nhd va thém vit ludc Soc-
Trang ma di doi cong tu luyén an lat tir may bita ray boi
nghe 101 bac si bat cit man.

Vit ludc khi nhiéu qua, nhu gap tiét Thanh-minh cing
mdi ngdi mo 12 mot con, trong ngay di tao mo trén con
duong ganh ganh trd vé nha, trong thing vit luoc dém
du chuc c6 dau. Khi ay tha ho vira di theo Ba toi vira bé
va gdm cang vit tlr trén nghia dia Truong Pua vé dén
nha ¢ duong Dai-Ngai, roi ndo dui vit dn trir com cho
dén no bung, nao thit vit chidm te‘lu-vi-yéu tré bita chim
nudc mam ging, con lai bao nhiéu di toi bat chao 1én
“ram”, trc 12 chién nguyén miéng 16n trong m& méi
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thang, miéng thit da ludc nay chién lai dén vang luom,
vot ra lan trong ba hot mudi so-so vira di man, dé vao
lién 10n, treo 1én gian bép, vi thué d6 chua biét ding
ta lanh frigidaire qua mac tién, dé chd khuya kién cin
bung, Ién bdc mot miéng thit vit ram :?iy roi luc com
ngudi, tim mot chd khuét, cling khong can co dén, in
tham, ndi theo tiéng Mién 1a “xi day” tic an bang tay
(dn boc) khong can diia, md vit twom day ban tay thim
vao com nguoi, thit can miéng 16m, troi dat oi, dén lac
nay t6i méi thiy 1am con dan nudc Viét 1a sudéng hon
tién thanh trén doi, vi tién dung toan dao man va trai
cdy thay com, Phat chi nhim x6i cung ba trai chudi,
ong Thanh dang dao khong nghe dung thuc an gi, trai
lai nguoi dan Viét biét dinh dudng nam 1974, luc com
ngudi, xi-day va uéng mot ngum nudce lanh, thi 13 tuyét
voi. Thit vit ram c6 thira thai, budi sang mua banh mi
moi ra 10, an véi vit ram thi con cai ngon nao dam bi ?
Ring cho tét, banh cho noéng, can nghe gion rum, nhai
ludn xuong vit vi vit sen xuong rit mém, thém bi chién
v6i m& nén gion ddo dé, nhai kéu rop rdp, an nhu vy
thi tha vi that, nhung phai an “tai gia” trong bita vang
nguoi vang khach, chd di an tiéc moi hay di an chung
v6i ngoai kiéu, e ho phé binh nghe khong dep. Theo
to1, blra com ngon khong phai la btra com dai noi sang
trong, cai than tam thudc go bo trong bd qudc phuc
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nhut 1 khi chit khian dong trén dau, ndi cai khin du
tuong trung cho su boé budc, hodc gia van au-phuc dung
mét ¢6 ca vat thit cd, thi con gi 1a thoai mai ! Bita com
ngon d6i véi t6i 14 bira com an trong budi gia dinh doan
tu va coi mé khong nghe tiéng bac tiéng chu, hodc sung
sudng hon hét 1a bita com minh tran van chin, an trén
mui ghe, trén bd miu rudng, hay an boc kiéu xi-day
ma khong ai chtng kién, nhirng bita com vui vé ca nha
khong nghe gian chén chém thét thi dau hiip nude mam
ot cling du ngon !

Trong khi bén nha Ba t6i ndu an tAm thudng thi toi
nhd nha cha Sau Lau & trude mit, nau nuong theo di¢u
Ba Chiéu, G(‘)—Vép, Ho6c-Mon, sao to1 théy ngon la hon
bita com nha ! Hay 1a tai s6 kiép t6i 1a thang an chuc ?
Ty nhu bita nao t6i an com cua Ba ti d no r6i, nhung
lac 4y tudi vira 1én bay 1én tam, nao biét thé dién 1a gi,
to1 xach chén com qua nha chu Sau, dugc ¢6 Mudi, em
cua chu, chan cho mdt chut xiu nudc ca kho thit kho
thira bén ay, néi thiét, t6i con lua com dugce hai chén
nita nhu choi ! Hén chi thdy tudng khen toi ¢6 sd n
com b4 tanh, nhung Ba toi nghe vay cudi téi “May ¢o
sO an may !”. Mdi lan t6i 4n com khan nhu vay, khi vé
to1 thuong trach tai sao & nha khong biét kho thit kho ca.
To1 nghiép me t61 khong noé1 mdt 161, vi ban tinh diém
dam, thuong léy chit lam thinh lam von. Mot hém, me
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to1 phat cho toi1 hai xu dé danh di hoc va bdi thém mot
dia x6i nha thom phurc. Toi dé dia x6i y nguyén khong
dong to1, chay ra nga tu mua mot goi1 x0i cua chi ban
hang dao tra hai xu, vé ngoi noi ngach cua ngon nghién
ngon lanh khong bo s6t mot hot nép. Ba toi thay rd rang
nhung khong noéi 161 nao. Vay ma me t61 con binh con :
“Xo6i cho ngon hon com nép nha !” Nay me toi dd mat
tir 1au, va Ba tdi cling quay dau vé nui. Bay gid ai cho
gi an ndy nho cai ngdy khen thit kho hang x6m ma tu
biét 1ay minh.

Nhung néi gi thi néi, dau ai cuoi toi hay 1y chuyén
nha ra ké 1¢ thé, t6i cling cam. Duy tai sao nguoi Gia-
Dinh Ba-Chiéu ndu nuéng d& chiu ngon hon ngu’0’1 o
Soc-Trang ? Toi nhd hoai cho dén ngay vao nam trong
vén-vén riang : khi minh qua giir vé sinh, mdi mdi déu
nhd va s con vi trung, thi ¢6 18 minh an s& mat ngon.
T6 phd té6 mi tai quan nao c6 sach gi, ma sao an cdm
thdy ngon miéng hon mi phd 1am tai nha, van dé thit
nhiéu ma nudc 1éo ciing ddm da c6 tdom hum va xuong
chi-quach ? Ay chang qua vi “x6i cho ngon hon com
nép nha !” O nha an thira bu’a den 6n sao bang 0 quan
an chua no ngat ban qua mat mudn n nita SQ tén tlen
ngon la vi vay. T61 oan ghét nhut 1a trong nha c6 chi em
6 bac 1am banh trai; banh khéo cho 16i x6m, banh khét
banh suong bt con chau an ma nudt sao vo ?
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Nhé dén ong Nam Ho, 6ng than ctia cha Sau, ong ndi
ctia Lam, ban hoc nam xua tinh Soc. Nha ong ¢ truoc
mit nha Ba t6i. Ong ngudi goc gac & Gia-Dinh, theo
con xudng Séc mé 10 tho bac. Ong dé toc dai, toc rung
dén s6i, bui toc nho bang cu téi Ha-Chau, nhung bo
rau ong that tot, hoa ram, dai xudng che khip ca nguc.
To1 con nhé k¥, ong c6 mang mot cai day ha-bao x¢-x¢
duéi rén, trong ha-bao nao thude hit ndo trau cau, hop
quet khong thiéu moén nao. Pic biét ong dé du muoi
ngon tay mong dai va day cui, den ngom va chira day
nhitng gi to6i xin mién néi. Nhung ong s trudng lam
lap xuong theo Tiéu va lam ddi nudng theo kiéu ban
v6i chao 1ong va d6 nhau. Lap xudng 6ng khong bao
gid 1am nhiéu an khéng hét dén moc meo. Hay nhut
la blra nao anh em cyu ca chu 10 ¢6 dip tu hdi va danh
choi mot vai chén thun cau, thé nao sau canh bai ciing
c6 mot bira danh chén. Panh thién ciru phai c6 da bon
tay; may chil bac toi tu tu da bén ngudi thi gly song
va danh co khi dén sang dém va c6 mot ngudi thr nim
ngdi ngoai dé thay tay néu can va ban tan nudc bai cho
vui. Nhung 16p xua can than 1am, k§ hon 16p bay gio
vé viéc tién bac. Tién dau chén ludn ludn gop trude, tuy
khong bao nhiéu, danh 16n 1dm 1a ndm dong mot chén,
thé ma trude khi vao song mdi ngudi phai dua du phan
minh 12 ndm dong roi giao cho Ba t6i 1a chii nha cét vao
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t0 sit xong xudi réi mGi cha bai. Panh rdi chén nao 1a
tinh so tinh tién chung tra song phang. Xong roi s& gop
tién lai nita dau chén khac. Khong ai muon cua ai déng
nao ma cling khong ai cho ma muon. Panh thiéu chiu
nhu Véy qua la kh()ng duoc 161, khi ne‘lo cO mot tay bai
hét tién thi xén tirc khic, chia tay ra vé, khong ai gian ai
va phién trach ai. Ay, xua dn chic mic day va an ngay
& that 1a vay d6. Tai thuong phan minh chon quan tir
1a vay. An ¢ theo saich ma ! Panh bai nha Ba t6i nhung
vé com nudc thi bén chu Sau dai tho roi sé chia tién
xau lay du tién com sau. Nhung bita nao hdi nhau danh
ngay tai nha chil Sdu mai 1a dac biét. Tuy nha chat choi
nhung canh nha bép con thira chd don ban danh thién
cuu dugc. Bai dang mé cudc thi md khoi bay vao miii
thom phirc. Ong Nam dang nuéng d6i dé 1at nita nhau.
Khoi néi d6 1a mot bira com vi véo tuy khong ton kém
nhiéu, nhung ngon vo cung. Téi ciing ké duoc it miéng
d6i nudng ctia 6ng Nam Ho, dén nay nhic lai con thém
chay nudc miéng ! Nhiéu ba ndi tro 161 x6m mudn in
cip nghé cua 6ng Nam nhung khong bao gid duge. Mi
lan 6ng lam mon an, 6ng khong bao gid cho ai xudng
bép phu tiép gi ca, va 6ng lam mdi mon rat it, cd thé
n6i dém duoc tfmg miéng mot. Khace doi nudng trén l(‘)
liy ra con nong hoi, ong xat le don 1én, vira du lam mdi
ngudi mot miéng, coi lai cai dia da sach bach. Gioi lam
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t61 moi duge hudng mot miéng ma khéng moc 1ong co
bac. Va ndi ban phai cho nudng thém va goi dia khac.
Cai thoi 4n thiéu an chd ndé méi hap dan 1am sao ! Trong
khi ay rugu ba-xi-dé ctr danh chén kha nghe “trdc tréc”
va cau chuyén tiéu-1am cta bac Tu Khanh ké nghe gion
nhu bap rang. Bac Tu Khanh c6 tai choc cudi co duyén
dao dé. Trong khi ay cac thim va bac gai t6i cir 1am le
mudn an cip nghé ma khong biét 1am sao... Sau do,
nhon mot bita gy song, c6 mot bac, vi bai xau qua,
muon nguodi khac thay tay danh gium, bac xin nghi xa
hoi gidy lat. Bac rira tay ngdi hat thude phi pha, thira co
héi bac bat duoc cach thirc 6ng Nam Ho udp thit va don
thit lam doi. Cha me 6i ! Rudt heo mua & chg vé, ong
Nam chi rtra so so khong khur sa cling khong cha manh
nhu céac chi 1am dbi thud nay quen lam. Noi may mong
tay ctia 6ng, nhd lai ma lanh xuwong séng ! Ong Nam
nhoi thit, bop tron, boc thit trong t6 nhét don vao rudt,
ong lam coi gon ban, khong nhiéu nhio rdt roi miéng
nao, nhung cang nhdi, cang bop, ban tay ong cl trang
d6 ra va may mong tay ong cang bdt cai den den ! Té
ra tur thud g1o lap xudng cua 6ng thom ngon cling nho
vay, doi heo nudng c6 mui dic biét, béo va khoai khau
cling nho vay. Va lap xudng cling nhu doi do 6ng Nam
ché bién, an khong bao gid tring thuc, cling nho vay !
T6i ting nghe my ong bac si théng thai ndi rang ngi
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tang con heo rat gibng ngil tang loai ngudi. Rudt heo
rira khong cho sach 13 mot bi quyét ciia 6ng Nam. Hén
gi khi nhai vao miéng, c6 mot mui dac biét ma cac chi
dau bép thién nghé nao biét ! An rudt heo con nguyén
chat nén dé tiéu !

(dang mot ky trong Chon Loc s6 44 ngay 2-10-
1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Phwong Phap Lam Giau Ciia Vai Ong Chii
Dién Lop Truéce

Téi xin mién noi tén hai ong chu dién nay ra day,
vi e but may dong rimg, con chau cua ho sé& phién
t6i chang ? Toi xin noi so rang cach bén muoi ngoai
nim vé trude, dat dién & Phung-Hiép khong ai may
ham. Luc 4y con kinh Bay Ngan (Can-Tho) vira khoi
dao xong va da hai khong biét bao nhiéu dién chu Can-
Tho c6 ma & cac tinh khéc lai dy 1ap nghiép ciing co,
may 6ng ndy ham lam giau gip, khan dat vira khai
hoang nén bi sat nghiép ciing vi rudng dat méi doc theo
con kinh dai bay cdy s6 ngan nay. Tinh coi, chang la dat
triing, nudc phén & dong nhiéu doi, nay con kinh xo ra
chua hét, dat chua sach phén, cho nén ciy ltia bao nhiéu
déu tim lun hét, bao hai chu dién hét von khong gao nau
com, gia dinh phai dao dat kiém ré cdy d& da. Vai nim
sau, hai anh hang x6m, trudc & Bay Ngan bi pha san,
bdng gip nhau trén dat Sai-Gon, kéo nhau vo nha hang
Quéng-Hap & chd ngan hang Tay noi Chg Méi, duong
Lé-Thanh-Téon ngay nay, kéu hai cai cong-xiom-
maxiong Cognacq Martell-Perrier, thud dy c6 tam cic
mdt cde by x0n c6 nudec da mat lanh. Anh em mung
ngay doan tu. Ruou vao mét anh chua chat ngam nho-
nho giong Tu Ut nhai bai Con Ca Vang ngoai Bac :
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“Hoi anh con nhé Bay Ngan ?
Cu co lai voi cu bang thé com ?”

Anh kia cling cao hung khong chiu thua, ngdm déap
lai :

“Cu co an voi cu bang,
Bac tién sach bach, ho hang bo roi !

Dat Ngi Bay (Phung-Hiép, Can-Tho) ciing mot thé.
Hai khong biét bao nhiéu anh hung bo cua, bo strc khoé
tai day Nhung c6 may ai s¢ ? P ndi “c6 gan 1am giau”,
16p nay mat lop khac tlep tuc Xuat tién mua ré ruong
ctia anh trudc, bat tay khai pha nita, chirng nao hét von
s¢ hay. Phung-Hiép co6 con kinh xang chay ngang, dua
nudc ngot Song Cai Hau-Giang xudng tdn Soéc-Tring
chay xudng tudt tan Ca-Mau va vi tai Phung-Hiép giap
moi bay con kinh x4dng ddo, nén goi Nga Bay. Vi tri
cua cho Phung-Hiép la nam trén con kinh chay théng
xu6ng Ca-Mau va ring Lang U-Minh, cho nén chd nay
thinh thodng bi ma nhat, nhit 1a noi goi dién La-Bach
(Labaste), ho di 1én di xuéng trén duong nudc nay hoai.

Pham chd nao dat mai, con duong trong thoi ky khai
khan, thi chd 4y 12 nhon nhang vui vé nhut. Trude day
bén muoi ngoai nam, Phung-Hiép 1a noi tu tap cua
nguoi t chiéng, chi a thap thanh that bai duong tinh &
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Sai-Gon hay 6 Nam-Vang nay dén ddy tim duyén mdi;
anh bom tinh ngd muén tu than, 6ng chu dién thua chd
khac dén day thur thot van lai. Co bac an hut cong khai
dang vai cau “tha cura, lip ba ga”. Pa ga da ca thia-thia
la thuong, an thua bac chuc bac tram. Puong xe hoi
chua co, mudn dén Phung-Hiép chi c6 dudng thuy, tau
chay co chuyén, va tat nhién, linh ro-xet va linh kin,
mudn bat bai, di bi hoi, c6 nguoi bao tin trude. Chiée
tau Pélican hay chiéc Sarcelle ciing c6 mdt chiéc tau.
Céc chu chay tranh bo hanh, nhung trudc khi ghé bén
déu thoi xtp-1é inh 6i. Cha song bac du thi gio dep
song, chu cai hot me nghe xup-1é ciing dep chén dep
ba dep tién tang, thi c6 con nhitng chi ma hong bt ?
Cho nén linh kin doi ay lai a-y khuc-tung voi chi chira,
tha lam nhu vay ma c6 tién xai. Vo nha tho, chio ong
chu nha, 6ng bit tay trao moét méd li-xi, nhau mot ly sét
(sec) roi xudng tau rat lui vé Can-Tho hodc Séc-Tring,
chay to 1ap-bo (rapport) 1én ong co rang khong cé chi
ma “xin-an-1én” (rien a signaler), thé 1a ludng toan ky
my. Tay chu ciing tin thém trong thi lai ¢6 “xin” (tién).
Ma chu choa, cai xr gi mudi nhiéu qua ! Vén 1a dat co,
dat rimg c6 nude ngap xap xi quanh nam, cho nén mudi
va ling-quing sanh khong biét co-man nao ma ké. Con
mudi ¢ ddy mau vang ludm, chin cang 1éu khéu va bay
rat chAm. Mét khi gap da thit nguot thi bam sat vao
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khong bay di dau ntra. Mu01 doi qua, gap mau nguoi thi
hut cho ha hé cai da, ai mudn dap muén giét bao nhiéu
cling khong so. Tau chay gié thoi vi v thé ma chay
dén Nga Bay giira dém khuya doan mudi Phung-Hiép
nhao ra xung phong tac chlen thdy ma ron ngu:cn Ha
miéng dé noi chuyen mudi bay vO miéng, ngdi an com
vira va mot miéng thi mudi theo com chun vo miéng
roi. Ban dém ngdi ngoai san hoic noi phong khach, mot
1at thi mudi chun vo 16 tai va dau khap minh may. Lay
tay ma vudt, mudi chét 1u khi dém hon tram con, vi
ngan qua mai dit cai chuyén mua cudi : “Mudi Xt ndy
16m hon con ga mai d¢” !

Nghe néi lac di do dat phong con kinh Phung-Hiép,
tir 6ng Tay hoa d6, 6ng ddc cong kinh 1y cho dén may
anh cu-li cam b6ng tiéu dé nham do, thay théy déu co
1é : bon g10 ch1eu 1a thoi lam viéc, thay déu chun v
mung, mudn viét to phac trinh ciing chun vé mung ngdi
Vlet, an com cling trong mung va sang tam gio mat troi
moc cao nghéu mdi ddm chun ra, vi thoi quen day réng

: mudi co hai dao binh, mét dao vao giac chang vang t6i
ra kiém 3 an, va mot dao xung phong giac tro1 gan sang,
ching can mot chap dir do1 dé rdi rat lui vao rung vao
x6 hoc khi ¢6 anh nang mit troi, cho nén & Ngi Bay c6
1¢ thud ay tranh thire khuya va c6 tat nan ngu trua cling
vi so mudi.
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Nhu’ng du:oc mot cai 1a mudi nay khong phal glong
mudi don séc “anophéle” cho nén tuy mudi can nhiéu
ma cling it a1 bi binh rét ring hay rét da vang. Toi con
nhd nam 1919, toi theo Ba toi ghé lai day dé cho sang tau
khéac di Rach-Gia du cudc dau gid phat mai ruong kinh
Vinh-Phu, nhan dip ay Ba t6i va toi phai muén phong
ngu chec ¢ do trong may gi(‘r Tinh coi t6i tan mung ky
1u:0’ng lam ché, thé ma den khuya mudi day mung Vl
mdi 1an chun ra di tiéu mudi dot nhap theo vo ca may
tram con. Tham chi con trau ¢ x nay cling quen ngu
mung, mung chudng trau that 1én may bao khap bon bé,
khong bao gid trau 14y stmg quo rach mung vi né hiéu
vat 4y che cho n6 khoi bi mudi dét. Nha nao khong saim
mung thi phai d6t déng un, un sang dém, nhd khoi xong
nén mudi bay di chd khac, nhung rét lai con trau & Ngi
Bay van 6m va nho con hon triu cac noi khac, phan vi
thiéu nudc ngot dé udng, phan vi nan mudi mong. Trau
Mién Pong c¢6 nhiéu va trau Song Cai quen voi nudc
ngot song trong, mua dem vé Ngi Bay khong chiu dugc
phong thd, hodc 6m di va ning luc ciing kém sut. Tuc
noi “o dau quen d6”, con trau Nga Bay tuy 6m ma déo
dai, thém duogc cai la khong kén c6 kén nudc.

Ruong ¢ Phung-Hiép la ru@ng moi, vira phét chua
1am bo mau klp, dung véi cau “co bay thang kiéng, cho
chay cong dudi”, that 13 bao la bat ngat. Lic ma gieo roi
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hay 1a lac lta da 1én kha cao, mdi lan gi6 thoi 16n, lta
ma don séng xem mé mit, nhung ciling thi dong ruéng
ay, khi vira don co xong, nudc mua day tran, mdi lan
c6 dong giod, khong doi dén cudng phong, mot tran gic')
kha manh cling da long ngon nudc, trén rudong bong
nhién nudc nodi song ran ran, nguoi khach la phu’O’ng
xa chua tirng thay canh nay, cling phai hoang hon simg
sOt twong minh lac 161 dimg trude trudng-giang dai-hai,
mo1 co séng cudn cudn buc nay. T¢é ra chi tai rudng
khong c6 bod mau nén mic strc song gioé tung hoanh.

Thu Ay, trude nam 1930, ddng Rach-Gia va Ca-Mau
d3 c6 nguoi dimg tén xin khan, hodc choan chd va khai
pha gan hét sach. Cho nén mic dau dat triing c6 phén
ma cac tay kinh doanh dén tré ciing do x6 va dua nhau
xin khan, ké thi dat & Pong Thap Muoi, ké thi doc hai
bén bo con kinh Phung-Hiép nay. Luc dy Tay thuc dan
trc nhién ho binh nhau, nén ho Emery thi chiém ving
Co-Po (Can-Tho), con ldo Labaste thi khan dat kinh
Ngi Bay. Labaste chiém mot ving that 1on, 130 lya tén
con gai cua lao ma dat tén cho cai lang hoan toan mat
tram phan trim Viét-Nam nay 13 lang Héléne-ville (d6
thi Hé-Lanh). Trong lang tr huong-ca dén cha trum,
cht t4 dién ta canh déu 1a nhan-vat do 130 dao tao. Ty
nhién 130 mudn phong ai lam chirc gi hay 1a cat chic ai
thi 130 ty quyén chuyén ché. Lao con oai hon 6ng vua
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trong dién ctia 13o. Pira gai con cia ta dién nao dep, tro
mii thay hay hay thi 130 khan. Mudn ¢ lai tiép tuc lam
nghé t6i moi thi phai nham mat chiéu theo ¥ 3o, bang
muén trong chit tiét trinh thi phai dé choi theo cha me
di dién khac sanh séng. Nhung noi chi tinh 130 di gia
nén cai chuyén con heo 1ao cling khong con du suc thuc
hanh. Nam 1935, t61 con lam viéc tai s& Dia-bo tinh
Soc-Trang, ndm ay kinh té khuan bach, Labaste xin vay
tién dai han 15 nim ctia chanh pha 1am trai chi. Muén
vay phai c6 dat dién thé chon, va phai sao luc s6 dat dé
dan ching. Doi voi nhitng chu dién 16n khac thi kho
cho t6i 1am vi phai chép tay trét thang ca may chuc to
sao-luc dia-bo ddi vai méy tram 16 dat ctia ho 1am chu,
phai ghi cho that k§ y nhu trong b chanh nhiing chi tiét
ng cli ng madi, phai hai ra va chép that dung va khong
sai sOt, cong viéc cua tdi con 1a mot cai may chd khong
dung tri 6c nita. Nhung dén phién sao luc su nghiép cua
130 Labaste thi 6, dé qua va gon qua, chi noéi mot ngay
1a xong va chi ndi mot truong gidy duy nhat 1a du :

a) Tén ho chu s¢ dat : Bernard Labaste.

b) Tén lang va tinh : lang Hélene ville (Phung-Hiép,
Can-Tho)

c) S6 dién tich..... : 800 ha (tam trim mAu ty)
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d) Sé dia bo......... 150 1
e) SO ban do......... 10 1
f) Noc ho (chi-tiét vé no cii) : khong co

Noi1 chi dang, Labaste cling khong phai 1a mgt 6ng
Tay thuc dan ac dirc. Nhung 130 séng theo ¥ cta 130, tho
lac quan chil nghia, saim ruou ngon day ham, ruou nay
may nam dao chanh 1945-1946, dan trong dién con moi
duoc ca ngan chai nhung déu tréc nhin vi chon dudi
ham 1au qué. Toan 1a my tiru, chinh toi lic Ay & Soc-
Trang, ho dem xudng ban mdi chai ruou 1a muoi dong
bac, may chai t6i mua toan 1a champagne va Sauterne
mic tién. Lio lai biét thuong thirc hoa biét néi, nhit
14 gai Mién nguc nd lung ong. Lio biét 4n mam va
rau nhu chl’mg ta, 130 thich dén de‘mh riéng mat khoéng
rudng sau dé dudng bong sting va gibng bong sung dién
Labaste tt va dai dén trén hai thudc, non va mém hon
bdng stung ban ngoai cho rat nhiéu.

L3o tu phy 1a tiéu-vuong mién Hau-Giang, 130 co
chdn trong hoi-ddng Quan-Hat (membre du Conseil
Colonial hay 1a conseiller colonial) va sin tanh cang
cuong, 4o xem thong-ddc Nam-ky nhu khong co, ghe
phen pha chanh phu Phép ciing dién dau. Thiéu thué
cong-nho, 130 khong tra, tham-bién chu tinh Can-Tho
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khong dam doi. C6 mot lan 140 c¢6 chuyén xich mich
v6i Pong-Phap ngan-hang, mudn tréu tirc choi, 130 moi
truong-toa di véi 130 dén két (caisse) nha bang trung-
wong Sai-Gon, 130 dan lam bién ban ching kién va phai
thuat trong vin-bang “thdy sao néi vay”, roi ldo dua vo
két mot to gidy bac Nam dong ($5.00) kim-ban-vi, c¢6
ghi ciu chit Phap “tra tién mat cho ngudi cam gidy”
(payable en espéces au porteur), 1do doi doi 1ay so vang
twong dwong. Téc nhién nha bang Pong-Phap khong
thé 1am duoc viée ay, dudi 1y phai xudéng nudce nan ni,
xin diéu dinh ém, dimg 1ap vi-bang va Labaste thang
cudc. Thué khong tra, hai théng-ddc hach nhit Cognacq
va Pages ké tiép déu ngo mit va nin, chiu thua.

Vé van-dé xay hai cdy ciu sit tai bic My-Thuan
(Vinh-Long) va bac Cai-Voén (Can-Tho), thug d6 co
mot cong-ty Phap dd duge chanh-phu chap-thuan cho
hang xay hai cay cau nodi (pont flottant) giao udc khai
thac trong ba muoi ndm s€ giao hoan cho chanh phu
tron quyén 1am chu hai cay cau nay. Cac hoi vién Phap
va Nam trong héi—déng quan-hat, dai da s6 déu c6 nhan
1& mé cta hang tir trudc nén dd dong ¥ chiu cho chanh
phu ky giao kéo, duy c6 mot minh 130 chdng ddi khong
chap thuan, vién 18 néu mudn tron quyén khai thac va
dugc phép thau hoa-loi “thué qua cau” trong ba muoi
nam thi it nra phai xr sy dung theo luwong tam va phai
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lam cau vinh vién c6 coc da dong sau dudi dat xai duoc
doi doi, ché néu 1am cau ndi, tire ciu tam, sau ba muoi
nam, hai cau déu tro nén vO dung, thi xin hoi xir Nam-
ky con huong dugce glong gi ? Rt cudc, lo 16t 130 khong
tap, hang TAy xuét tién nghién ctru va chay chot ciing
d3 bon, danh rat don va bo cudc. O day toi khong phai
khen ninh mot 130 thuc dan da chét tir 14u, nhung noi
cho cong binh, t6i mudn nhic guong nhirng ngudi dau
sao cling c6 cong trong viéc khan hoang va mé mang
rudng dat va xay dung x@ nay.

Ngay nay dan ta da quen dung may cay chay xang va
quen bén phan cho rudng thém tét, theo phuong phap
Au-My. Toi nghiép nhit 1a nhitng ngudi dau tién mua
may cdy rat ning cua Au-chau dinh ap dung va cay dat
qua smh lay ctia Nam- ky, trong khi ngudi dan ban xu it
vbn van con tiép tuc nho trau hay bo cay rudng nhu dong
ba tir ngan xua da lam. Ké ra luc trudce, lam rudng theo
16i xua lai hop voi ngudi dan qué hoi d6 hon, khong can
vbn nhiéu, trong gia dinh «chdng cay vo cdy, dira con
gico may, dén mua lua chin thi muon nguoi 161 x6m
trong ap luan phién tiép tay nhau ma dap lua, khi co
laa vé nha vo chong cha con va con trau s& hé hui gitp
nhau, dé roi dén phién rudong 16i x6m c¢6 can dung nhan
cong, minh s& tra cong va lam gitip 1an nhau lai.
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Pén luot sim may cay, chua chi phai co6 von that
nhiéu, sim nguoi diéu khién biét str dung cai may, thém
mua xdng nhét ton kém... Lai nita lac d6 dan ta ciing
chua quen véi cay may. Mot ong chu dién ¢ Phu-Loc
(Séc-Trang) c6 an hoc kha, lui vé lam rudng va sam
mot cai may cay. Ong ty minh hoc 14i hoc stra may va
bbn than ra cay minh én voi cai may mdi mua. Pang
cdy ngon tron, bong chiée cay dung khung lai mot chd,
lam cach nao ciing khong nhuc nhich. Ong ta dé may
chay r6i nhay xudng dat, ra truéc may dom xem, ong
loay hoay thé nao, khong ngd khuc 1& cay vudng chd
nao d6 bdng troc ra, chiée cay khong con can tré chay
le to1 trude, ong tranh khong kip, bi may cay de can nat
thay chét khong kip tréi.

Nhirng tai nan nhu vy van thu:ong xdy ra, duy bén
Au—My nguoi ta quen voi may qué roi nén it co rui ro.
Thém nita may luc d6 ché cho phuong Tay dung trén
dat cing co tuyét phu, nay dung trén dat Viét sinh lay,
hoa ra may khong hap véi cudc dat, sanh ra nhiéu truc
trac.

Ma ta d3 quén mot viéc tudng nén ghi lai day. SO 1a
ngay nay lam ruéng lam vuon trong cdy an trai déu theo
16i tap thé, ca lang ca xom ap cung khai thac mot luot
va ca xom cung chuyén mot nghé va khoi cong cung
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mot luot, hé cay thi luan phién cay cung khap, dén khi
lta chin cling cung mot lugt gat hai trong mot thoi gian
khit nhau, cho nén tranh dugc cai nan ngay xua di mic.
Pay 1a mot ty du dién hinh :

Trudc day 161 bdn chuc ndm c6 mot ong dai dién chu,
ngudi goc gac & Tan-An, dng gioi chit Nho va hoc tiéng
Phép dén buc Tu-tai. Ong rat sanh vé diéu nghé hat
boi. Ngay 6ng vé nudc, ong co thién chi mudn dem
phuong phap tan tién Au-My ap dung cho xt s6. Nho
ong c6 Phap-tich nén ong xin khan dat kha dé dang.
Ong xudng Phung-Hiép mua lai ctia dién chi khac va
khan thém dat méi, nén ong ¢c6 maot sé rudng lon chua
ai timg 0, 161 mot ngan mau Tay (1.000ha) lién lac mot
khoang vudng virc. Ong cho dot rimg, dt sach co nin,
con lai gbc tram va gdc cd thu chay chua hét thi 6ng co
sam may truc nhd bing tan ré con ré cai, sach tryi nhu
ban cd. Nhung 6ng lam rudng lién tiép may mua déu
hoan toan that bai. Sau rdt lai chung qui ciing vi 6ng di
trude thot gian qua sém, ong c6 mot minh nén khong
1am lai tho Troi Gia. Mudn chién thing luat thién nhién,
it nita phai 4p dung 16i lam rudng tap thé. Chir nhu 6ng
6 than doc moc khai hoang mot ngan mau rudng trong
rung, ¢é cd ram chim choc chudt chu thi lam sao chéng
lai tai hoa thién nhién lién tiép. Nam nao céy lua som
thi chudt dong ca bay ra can lta mong va ma non. Lua
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vira ra 14 xanh tuoi, sing ngdy ra thdy ban dém cua
doéng can nat cé chd khong chira mot cong nho. Ran
giir khoi chuot khoi cua, tranh ca khong an, lac lta trd
dong dong va bat ddu ngdm hot... mimg mot d6i, nim
nay lam gi ciing c6 tién trang trai bot no, ngd dau giic
chiém bao cua chi ban sira hién ra. Ngi mot dém sang
ngay ra rudng thi hdi 6i, bay chim trich va chim mo
nhat va du thir chim pha hoai khac, danh hoi ruong mot
ngan mau cua cdu Hai V. ¢ 1aa chin, khong biét chung
thong tin v4i nhau bang cach nao ma chi ndi mot dém,
kéo nhau lai dn sang ngay khong con mogt hot lua trén
cdy. Vi cdu Hai tién bd qua sém, 1am ruéng khac hon
nguoi ta, y stc c¢6 du tién, trong trit trong mot ving
toan co ram va dat chua khai hoang, khién nén chim
choc va tha rimg dén day cin phd vi ching san doi tir
1au, ché nhu cau Hai chiu 1am theo 16i tap thé, ca déng
laa lam mot luot va tré mot luot, dau bi pha phéach, thi

cling mot nguo1 chiu mot mo¢ va cai hai cling it.
(truéc dang bao Chinh Luén sb 761
ngay 13-10-1966)

% %k sk

Nguyén cau Hai, cha dién, 1a mot nha pha ho, thira

huéng cua phu am dé lai rat 1én, c6 rudong hao hang &
tinh Tan-An moi nam lua l[am duogc hai mua, c6 xuong
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dét 16n & Cau-Kho dét va san xuét hang lanh den danh
tiéng trude hon ai hét ¢ trong Nam. Nhung cau Hai di
hoc bén Phap vé c6 dc tan tién va ham mao hiém, khong
chiu lam giau theo né nép cii ciia 6ng ba dé lai. Cau Hai
xubng Phung-Hiép khan va mua dat, khai hoang, lam
rudng 16n. Khong may niam, cau gip toan 1a that bai nay
qua thét bai khéc, su nghiép gia tai tiéu hao qué nhiéu,
cau thoi chi rat vé Sai-Gon va 1ap ra mdt ganh hat boi
dé giai mudn. Ma san tanh phong luu, cdu bat tay vao
viéc gi cling mudn lam cho dén noi dén chon. Ganh hat
ctia cau Hai co trat ty 1am : tudng phai hoc cho thudc,
hat phai dung vd61 nguyén van khong dugc “cuong”,
khi dau 6m, muén di bac-si hay mudn udng thude thay
Doéng-y, thi xach so di diéu-tri, cdu Hai dai tho tat ca chi
phi. Nhung cai nét cong-ttir khong chira, cau chi hat cho
bang hitu xem va khi hat c6 thau tién vao ctra thi s6 ghé
t6t déu danh cho ban tac, thanh thtr sé phi nhiéu hon sd
hoa o1, thém nan dao kép nao gioi déu bi cac ganh khac
tim cach ru ré, mua chudc xin nghi viéc dé qua ganh
ctia ho, 1au ngay cau Hai budn 1ong cho ri ganh. Ranh
tay duoc voi cai nghi¢p mé hat mé don, cau nhd lai
con mot ngan mau tay (1.000ha) ruéng & Phung-Hiép
chua dat khoat. Cau c6 mot phuong phap riéng nhung
ké ra ciing kho thuc hanh. Cau biét ddu tuy s& rudng
nay ngdy nay rat ria ton hao nhiéu, nhung ngay nao do6i
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phuong phap méi thi dat nay s& phat va khong bao 1au,
chi vai mua, léy von lai nhu choi. Cau hé hao ri anh em
Sai-Gon bo vén ra, xuéng Nga Bay khan thém dét nita,
chung strc lam rudng khit bén nhau va khai phé cho
thiét sach nhitng cé dai, d6n hét cdy cao pha rimg, bién
dat bo hoang thanh rudng laa, tirc nhién khi iy khong
con chd trén nbp thi chudt bo s& bdt, van dé cua cong
cling dé tri, vi hé nuéi vit cho nhiéu tha cho né kiém
an ngoai rudng thi bao nhi€u tring cua, cua mén, cua
cong, nhitng con vat pha hoai lta théc s€ chui vao bung
vit, khi nao c6 chim trich mé nhat dén an lta thi ta s& co
sting 6ng that nhiéu xam nhau trj nd, phuong phap lam
rudng tap thé dy néu dem ra thuc hanh thi khong lo gi
that bai. Nghiét mot ndi, cau néi nghe hay qud, nhung
khong ai huong tng theo cau. Cau tim dit moi cach dé
ctru vot sé rudng do cau gay dung. Sau khi nguoi dong
giai cap khong nghe, ciu quay qua ri ngudi di theo cau
tim viéc lam. Cau khuyén may cdu cong tir vo nghé tiy
than, cac con nha giau hoc dé dang va nhiing nguoi 16
tho1 trong lang x6m nén theo cau lam lai cude doi, nhat
1a hoc trod thi rét va nguoi that bai vé dudng tinh.

- Hay xudng d6 véi t6i, 1am “tang-khao” gilt rudng
cho t61. To1 s€ giao cho cay sung hai long gin gitr. Noi
vay ché ban ai ? Bon an cudp nd nghe toi 1a dan Tay
¢ sung manh, no di chay tét. May nguoi kia theo toi




316 Vwong Hong Sén

déu co viéc 1am tuy kha nang. Noi vé ta dién, néu ho co
16i 1am thi giat dat phai chang, cat nghia cho ho nghe,
ché t6i khong xui cac anh ban ma mac dén nhon mang.
Xuéng & duéi roi, cac anh mua heo vé nudi, sdn chudi
cdy, san tim cam va com du com chay, cudi nim cac
anh ban 1ay tién nhu danh tién bo ong. N¢, hiy nudi
thir mot bay vit ta. Toi suyt quén di, anh nuéi vit choi
choi, viy ma tién vo bat ngd. Anh lya trimg tot, bo cho
ga mai ép lam hai ba 6 vai ba chuc hot, trir sb chudt tha
déu xot, it nita ciing con gan hai chuc chan choi. Sang
som chung né danh thirc anh day, dé anh coi soc cho
t61 viéc dong 4ng, anh ciing khong can cho an thudng
thuong vi tui nod, bay vit con van biét di kiém an 1ay.
Ltc nho né an ¢d non, rat tir con tran dat, ria tir con sau
deo laa, c6 ich cho nha nong biét duong nao; 16n 1én vit
16i dudi rudng tha ho kiém vat dn twoi ngon, tép mong,
tring ¢4, nong noc, nhai con. Lén hon nira né xoi1 tom
ca trong ruong. Tinh ra mdi con vit tha dudi rudng cho
t6i 10n, nd an c6 toi gap hai ba 1an gia tién vit ddi voi
c4 rong rong va tom tép bi hao, nhung nao c6 sa gi, boi
tro1 sanh voi sanh co. Cai luat thién nhién l1a nguoi thi
ai 1am duoc niy dn, con thu vat thi con nay nudt con
kia, nho hiép bé, bé 1am moi cho 16n 1a luat thira trir ctia
tao-hoa. Lon 1én vit mai dé tring, anh ban ra, tién e anh
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khong c6 chd ma gidu. Vit c6 16ng theo, * vit trong dau
c6 16ng xanh 1&, anh ban theo gia khac. San laa moét sian
thire an ¢ dudi nude, anh khong ton mot dong xu ten
ma bay vit anh ban ra c6 bac mudn nhu gia ngd. Anh co
& lam chi dat Sai-Gon, gao chau cui qué ?

Nghe néi ém tai, nhung céc cau nho theo xudng Nga
Bay duoc mot hai mua da xin thoi, tro vé Sai-Gon nhu
cli. Hoi duyén cd, tra 161 coc 16¢ : “Budn bo me ! Mudi
qua troi | NhG quan nude thang Lo, nhé con Ba xom
Lach”.

Khong moi duge dan hang cau hang thay, quay qua
khuyén du dan lang, bon that nghiép, dimg bén : “N¢ !
O lam chi dat Sai-Gon, nay thiéu com mai thiéu thudc?
San khong giay thué than, theo toi xuéng dudi Nga Bay,
t61 che chd cho : c6 bot nao dam vo dién dan Ty ma
xét gidy ? Toi s& cho dat tot, t61 cho muédn trau cay, toi
ra von cat nha cho &, lam nim ba nim c6 vén riéng, s¢
xénh xang 4o nhiéu gidy cuom vé lang.

Cﬁu du duoc mot mé dan qué miét Tan-An theo cau
xubng rudng Nga Bay, nhung vura quen quen véi dat
phen la nong na doi vé : “To1 quen uong nudce song Cai,
uong nudc phong-ten, nay uong nudc lg lo man man

33 Long theo : chum 16ng quét moc noi dudi vit tréng gia.
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nay, khong sao chiu noi. Toi quen an com tiém Chéc va
ngodi quan nude Chéc, xa nd bat nhd 1am sao !”

Khong moi ri dugc bang cach 1am an luong thién,
thi con cach nhem thém bang nhiing gi lam mé nhirng
al c6 mau 35 :

- Hay xuéng dudi tha hdo ma lya chon. Tui n(') dong
lam va thiét tha nhu dat cuc. Pau mua, dén ky cdy ma,
nhitng con cay tir miét Nha-Man, Sa-Déc, xubéng miét
dué6i tir Phung-Hiép (Nga Bay) dén Bung Xa-Mo, Hoa-
T (Séc-Trang) dia ndo dira nay trong lam 1i ma déu
gbot do nhu son. Pa néi1 do 1a con gai xt song trong
nudc ngot. Rat ddi loai vit x& d6 ciing van cang do au
khong khac got son cac chi dy, goi la “vit sen”, gidng
16n con gan bang con ngdng to, va thit mém lum, ngon
ngot vo cung. Hét top do, qua mua lta chin, con git tir
X cling xuéng Nga Bay dé cat laa. Ban dém ho 1y troi
lam mung, 14y san phoi laa lam chiéu ngt. Chd nay dot
mot déng rom un 1én cho 4m cho mudi mong bay di
chd khéc va ciing 1ay lira dong un lam dén. Chd khac
cling mot dong un co khoai lang 1ui tro, cu khét cang
thém thom, chd nira khong chiu thua, thém c6 thit chim
nudng an voi mudi hot. Tinh coi chim chang nghich,
chim 6c cau, mua ay 4n lta non lua ngadm sira dd map
i no tron, budi chiéu xam nhau dot lea lua bat duoc,
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con nao manh lanh thi tréi gio dé danh goi ra chg ban
lay tién, con nao gdy canh xé chun thi ctt dé y nguyén
vira 16ng vira 14, 1ay dat sét non bo kin nhu mot cuc dat
liéng vo dong, un gidy lat moi ra, dap cai vo ngoai thi
16ng chim dinh theo khéi 16t, khoi nho 16ng, con lai hai
miéng phi-1& voi cdp dui nong hdi, chAm nudc mam Gt
hay mudi hot cing dam sa 6t, nhai xuwong nghe gion
rum, an mot lat, thich tha vo cung, nudc thit chim vira
ngot vira béo bd. Ngoai troi gio hiu hiu thoi, tring cao
trang d3 vé khuya, ngudi nghéo an thit chim nudng co
kém gi khach 1am tién an bd cu ra rang nhing cao lau
Cho-Lén ?

Nhirng lac éy, néu c6 ai 10 xa, thi trude mot chai ruou
trang, khong can c6 nhan hiéu “Lo chang” hay “Lang
cho” gi ¢4, mién 14 ruou, ring hodc dé, déu tot, rugu
“lau” cang hay, chia nhau mdi nguoi ném mot chut du
am bung va du khéu goi hon tho, mic tinh ai biét hat
biét ho thi tha hd nodi xa ndi gan, ndi bong nodi giod, choc
gheo nhau déu duoc, mién dimg qua sb sang. Mot anh
trai cao htng, cat tiéng 1én hat 16m

“Thén em t6i nghiép vé dau ?
Ngay ngay dang nang, chong phao cau lén troi !




320 Vwong Hong Sén

Mot chi gai noi dong un dang kia, tirc tinh hat dép lai:

“Bdy gio nong vu chi ky,
Néu em khong chong, ldy gi anh an ?”

Thé 1a giy chuyén roi d6. Mot anh no, biét duoc
chuyén hom qua cau con trai l6n cua ong chu dién to y
v6i con cdy, nay san cdu ra chg chua vé, anh hat

‘Ngé 1én dam cdy Cau Hai,
Cay thuwa cqu ghét, cay day cau thuong !”

Nhung ho khéo ¢ chd vira khoi mao cho hiéu 1a dep
chuyén d6 lién, khong quéa nhay di su vao dé nén ciing
it co chuyén hon gian xich mich. DPdi v6i cau Hai thi
cdu déu tha thtr hét, mién cho cau hat phai that c6 duyén
va chira nhiéu nghia thoat. Tui né dé 1am ! Chau xua,
c6 hai dong bac 1a duoc roi. Chun vao dong rom hay
1én trén dong lta cao nghéu nghéu, ai 1én trén ma thay!
Bon gai con cdy con git, chi an com véi rau, dn com
hup nudec mam, thé ma con ndo con ndy chiac nhu cua
ti troi, khong dau bay ba, dan ong gip ho, nguoi ta
don, khoi so dau lung ! Cai gi chd cai do, ddy dam
bao-ké. Duy nén nhd, voi nguot Viét chung ta thi duoc,
ma ding hong ré dén gai Co-me nghen ! Gai Co-me
ngay tho trong sach 1lam. Ai “dé con v6 bung ho roi”
ma khong ra mat “léy ho luon”, 13 ho di t¢i nha, nim va
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trudc ctra cho dén khi nao minh 1am sao cho dtra con
ra khoi bung, va nhin nhan dua nhé éy thi ho mo1 chiu
thoi. Pumg hép tp voi vang, ho ghét 1am. Ho xem cai
doé nhu hop tac cung dét mdt bai tho. Nhut 1a dung qua
nong lat vay 1at chan ma ho da cho bé d...ai ! Ho hiéu
cai viéc “an nam” 1a do do6i bén thoa thuin véi nhau.
Con lat vay khong c6 sy bang long cua ho, tirc 1a hiép
la ham 1a 1am birc. Nay gid néi vong vo tp md, ky trung
t61 mudn nodi theo tiéng Mién, nhu “dé con vo bung”,
tirc 1dy nguoi con gai cho dén c6 con, va “lay con ra
khoi bung”, tirc 1a sanh dé vay.

Ngoai ra ngudi nao thich danh bai, choi ga, thi tha
hé vui theo ¥ mudn. Trong dién Tay, va dan Tay, khong
linh trang nao ddm vo6 xét bao gio. Khong phai ciu xti
chuyén bay, nhung dau co di an trom trau cac dién khac
mién dem vé t6i dién ctia cu thi nhu khéi toi. Chi dién
con ¢6 nude dén nai ni xin chudc tién ché khong dam
thua 1én quan dau ma sg. Con vé viéc com nudc, nhu
chiu xudng dudi lam véi cdu thi khoi lo van dé dy. Com
thi an com gao moi, an gao gia tay, du chat bod. Con
thirc 4n thi khoi ton tién mua, da co sin é hé ngoai dong
ngoai rudng. Ra ao quo mot mé rau cé vé in khong hét.
Lam siéng dan mot cai no, dit mot chd nao ciing co tép
ca r0, mac suc rang mudi dé danh dn com an chéo gi
cling déu ngon.
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Gap mua lua trdé dong dong, tirc 1a mua cé ro ra pha
laa. Ban dém chung n6 & dudi rudng cat minh nhay 1én
tap lGa roi rot xudng va nhay tré 1én nita, tiéng ca nhay
nghe 16m bop sudt dém. May thoi cdu duge con nao,
c4 an lta nén map no tron, con nao con nay 1on ¢& ban
tay xoe va minh Vang, vang luom vi mot mau voi dat
sét ruong. C4 r6 cdp gap tre twoi, nudng bang lra rom,
lira cui kho hay lira than gi, né ciing ngon thau troi. C4
16 rudng, nhd dn lia non, nén map khong chd noi, khi
nudng md chay thay ma tiéc hui hui. Dam nudc mam cd
chat me t61 va ot thi 1a tuyét. V&1 mot con ca rd6 nudng
an hét mot tay cam com gao mdi 1a thudng thay. Nudc
mam vira ngot vira thom, dn chang mudn thoi. Strc nhu
cau day, da quen di mui cao lwong my vi, by lau nay
s¢ di deo dudi theo s¢ rudng Hau-Giang 1 cling vi tai
ham an ¢4 ré ruong nudng céd thoa chut beurre Bretel !
Sau mua ca rd, dén mua nudc ray, nudc 16n, mic stc
bat tdm cua bang no bang bay hay 1a di xom cua, mo
cua gi ciing duoc. Cua bién bat duoc ¢ Ngi Bay van
16n con hon cua ban tai cho cii Sai-Gon rat nhiéu. Noi
hai céi cang, lay thit mot ngudi an du no. Thit chic va
ngon 1 thit nhitng cua bt trong ngay toi tr0'1 vao nhiing
dém khoi sy bang mong (mong mot, mong hai, v.v...)
(nhitng ngay c6 trang thi cua op). Co thir cua bat & Ca-
Mau ché 1én Phung-Hiép ban, thi cua ndy trong minh
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toan gach do, khi bit duoc ho 1ay bo hét cang ngoe
chi chira hai ngoe chét nhu hai cai giam chéo, nho hai
cang ndy ma khi mua biét dugc cua con séng. SO di ho
ldy cang ngoe 1a mudn bat va chd cho duoc nhiéu, téi
mua ho bt nao cua gach, nao cua 10t, vo mém x¢&o, ho
nhét cua trong bao hang, thinh thoang tudi chut nude
cho cua dimg chét, nghi lai phuwong phap ndy ciing 13
tan nhan, biét co tién nhiéu khong toi nghiép than cua.
Nguoi sanh an, thich an cua mubi, hodc an thit cua séng
tron v6i gidm hodc an cua nudng trén ltra; khi nudng
nhu vay thi gach n6 vira man vira déo con ngon hon
trong d6 hot vit mudi may lan. O rudng khoi lo déi an
vi ndo thit ran, thit tran, thit éch nhai va chon dén, v.v...
in méan mua khong hét.

Tai dién cua cdu, mdi 1an cdu mudn an «tap-pin-lu»
3 tirc an nhing gidm, cau dung phuong phap sau day,
c6 thé goi 1a phong kién, nhung ngudi nao duge hudng
cling dang goi 1 phong luu. Cau sai ban bé mo bat tom
bat ca trude rong vao lu mai dé d6 mot dém cho né nha
sach chat bun trong rudt roi qua ngay sau mic tinh bat
ra mudn an thit bop tai lam goi, nhung trong gidm hay
nude 180 séi déu tha vi ca. Cac cau nho dan Sai-Gon
lac 4y, mé 101 cau noi, xudng Nga Bay, ké & vai thang,

34 Tap-pin-Iu, viét ra Han-tu 12 “da-bién-16", danh tiru canh 10
lra.
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nguoi nan dugc tron mua, nhung rot cude déu troi dau
vé Sai-Gon. Thu thi tha that, nhung ho chua dut dugc
chut no thi thanh : ghién xi-n€, hoac gao nha may, nudc
phong-tén v.v...

Thé roi cau Hai ciing danh lui vé Sai-Gon, giao so
rudng cho mot 130 Tay mudn lai. Lo ndy kh4 trung tin,
nguyén la linh dau do «Lé-duongy» giai ngli, co vo lai,
bai thich x{r Viét nén «hoa» dat Cau Hai, tinh & lai day,
nita chon xuwong giéng Ba-Thac. Nhung 140 lam chua
dugc hai mua thi da hét vén. Qua nam thir ba, tir nguoi
hoa dat, tirc 1a mudn rudng xut von ra tu 1am 1dy minh
an nho thua chiu, tir hoa dat tré nén nguoi @ mudn. Va
Tay lé-duong ung & lai lam cong coi rudng cho cau Hai,
mdi ndm 1a mot ngan hai trim bac (1.200$00), tinh ra 1a
mot traim dong mdi thang, ngdy nay xem nhe, ché vao
thu¢ dy bang luwong tri huyén chd khong choi. Nhung
cau Hai khong duoc vira 1ong cho lam. Trom dao cudp
boc tuy khong co that, nhung 1o Tay 1é-duong qua
vung vé, da chi tiéu cia cdu, thém mdi mdi déu mua
sam ton hao, khong biét ché bién nhu cac tay ting-khao
(nguodi coi rudng) khiac. B& mau rudng bi chudt xoi
hang, khong biét phong bi trude, doi tdi nude min tran
vao, rudng hu, dau co sira bo lai kip cling phai doi vai
mua méi “nha” sach nude bién va tat nhién lua khong
t6t va tring bang khéo gin giir cho bd dumg hu.
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Tanh anh Ty ndy qua khong tham lam that : giit gin
cua chu nhu gitt cua riéng. Nhung dirng phai con vo lai,
chi ta bon mot va an lan cha béng du moi cach : cho
bac gop lta gop, chin trude tién cho minh hoic 1ay lua,
xong xudi hét méi dé cho ta dién dong lua cho chi tirc
la cau Hai, va nhu vay, trong Nam goi la chén 1an, tic
d3 mat luong thién thud nay roi. Nhon cung tic bién,
bai 130 16-duwong qua nghéo nén nham mat cho ba vo lai
lam gi thi lam. Thém nita vo chong nudi heo riéng véi
cam thoc trong bo, va nudi mot bﬁy vit trén mot tram
con, dd dé vit an lta dung trong rudng lai dn lta xuc
trong bo va gian hon hét 1a cho vit dn lua phoi ngoai san
ma khong dudi. Hai vo chong cu xir ngdy mdt t&, cho
nén man mua do, cau Hai cho nghi viéc va cho thém
sau thang tién luong theo ludt lao dong. Nhu vay 1a tir
té 1am r6i, ché 18 dang cau thua ra Toa thi vo chong 1o
1é-duong kho thoat tdi boi tin.

T6i nghiép cau Hai, lam 4n thi that bai, cho hoa dat
thi 16 14 dén phai cham tién nha méi du dong thue, sau
rot mic dau biét so rudng 1a qu1 dla nhung khong thé
theo dudi mai, né s& rat ria hét vén, cho nén cau Hai
danh rao bang va dang bao tim nguoi ban rudng :

- mot s& dat nguyén miéng, dién tich mot ngan mau
Tay (1.000 ha) tr1 gia tdm chuc ngan dong bac 16n
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(80.000$00) (80$ mdi mau), rudng tot gan chg Phung-
Hi¢p, trén quoc-10 s6 4 duong Can-Tho - Soéc-Trang
(Hoi 6ng L.P.V. nha s0... duong mé song Cau-Kho (Sai-
Gon).

Luc 4y trong x& dang bi nan kinh té khing hoang,
mot tram déng bac con kiém khong ra, c6 ai dau du dén
80.000 dong hau mua dat ? S¢ dat nay qui gia vi vudng
virc nhu mot ban cd khong cat xén. Cau Hai dang bang
rao ban rdi van 1én 1én xudng xudng, cr vai thang vé
Sai-Gon coi soc sy nghiép hang dét 1anh ¢ Cau-Kho, va
mot tudn hay nira thang thi cdu xuéng Soc-Trang vi tién
loi va gan duong hon Can-Tho, cdu mudn phong ngi
Viét-Nam chd khong mudn phong Bang-ga-16, ché gan
Tay ta, cau nhong trong nguoi hoi mua rugng nhung
cho hoai dd moi mon con mat.

(ddng bao Chinh-Luén s6 762 ngay 14-10-1966)
(duyét 2-VI-78)
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Manh Léi Pé Ban Rudng Va Chuyén Mt A
An Swong O Séc-Tring

Bén muoi nam vé trude, vao khoang 1935-36,
nhitng nguol nhu t61 tung ¢ chau-thanh Soc-
Trang, déu biét mit biét danh c¢6 Sau C. Néu noéi 12 hoa-
khoi thi hoi quéa dang, vi ¢6 c6 di dau sac dep véi ai bao
gio, nhung nhiing trai tuy c¢6 vo rdi nhung 10ng con
khao khat mon la, va ludén luon “x6i chg van ngon hon
com nép nha”, nhitng chang trai sin long hu ay déu
nhin nhan véi toi rang hai ham ring c6 Sau that déu va
trang nhu ngd moi, khuon mat c6 khong xinh lam,
nhung nhin lau duong nhu ¢é mot ma-luc khuyén i la
ling, nhat 1a tuéng di nhu moi moc, cap dui éch dinh
sat vao quan lanh den vira lang muét vira no tron, cd
Sau khong to khong bé vira vin theo thé cach con ngudi
minh day, troi oi 1am sao ta dugc, mdi bude mdi khéu
goi bat nhé nhitng gi khac la hon ctia nha, nd xop xep
n6 béo nhéo 1am sao 4y. Nguc cia o, chu choa, nguc
clia ¢d, tuy nam Ay cd di trén hai muoi cai xuin va gio
swong tam gdi da nhiéu, nhung phong dd con ho-hé
con y, hodc ndi cho dung diéu, con né nang “thay bat
thém”, con khuyén rii hon gai tn chua timg trai. Co
Sau noi voi t6i mot cach vo toi rang : “Ngay nao cip
dén pha (nhii hoa) ctia co con, thi co van 1a Con”.




328 Vwong Hong Sén

Cau néi nhiéu ¥ nghia, cd da xung tén roi do, thém
6 di di-dom sanh nguc cd véi cap dén kiéu xe Delage
la hi¢u xe Phap sang va dac dung nhut thoi 1935-36
ay. Tuy it hoc, nhung c6 an néi rat c6 duyén, tuy co
khong dep hon ai, nhung c6 1a nguoi an khach nhut.
Ké vé bung da va cach an & doi, nam dau budi khang
chién, c6 di timg di ban ctru thuong. Lic that co thua
chay, c6 bi Ty bat trong mot chiéc tam ban co dong
hanh cuing hai thanh nién dinh rat lui vé cho Soc-Trang
c6 nhiéu chd an, Tay xudng, xét tam ban, gip mot cay
stng luc ém gidu trong ndi thit kho, ¢ vd nguc nhin
nhén cua ay 1a cua co, va toa Tay phat ba thang tu 6.
Néu c6 khong c6 can dam lam viée 4y thi chi cho khoi
hai thanh nién kia bi xtr ban, vi sanh mang con ngudi
nhtt 13 cia nhitng nguoi khang chién chong Tay con ré
hon béo. Ay con ngudi co Sau, tuy thudc gidi an 1 suong,
nhung vi long thu’cmg gidng noi va nude nha, van xu:ng
dang hon rat nhiéu nguoi khac trong xa hoi chi biét
khang chién mi¢ng, su that nhat hon tho dé va van ninh
Tay. May hang nay t6i viét tir nim 1966, va cho dén
nay van mong gip lai con nguoi gan rudt 1a cd Sau.

Nhic lai khi cau Hai Xuéng cho Soc-Trang tinh toan
viéc ban s dat mot ngan mau & Nga Bay, mdi dém dé
giai sau, cau thuong d6t dén 1am ban voi Phu-Dung. Dé
c6 ngudi d6i bong trude deén, ciu sai boi di moi cd Sau
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ma anh boi gidi thiéu qua muc va cdu mudn 1lam quen.
Co Sau ngdi xe kéo dén, budc vao phong thady mot dng
gid qua tudi “binh diéu,” ** dm gay, mic bd 40 ngt nhuc
nhuc, xem dang “hét xai”, c6 chao hoi ngdi néi nim ba
cau roi xin kiéu vé...

Cau Hai nim nghi thadm mat, gian con nho xem minh
hoi ré, bén sai boi di go1 mot a khac, khong can sic dep,
mién vui tanh va khong biét 1am cao. C6 4 lai, cdu van
lam ban cung ban dén, va ddi voi a, cau khong dong
dén, nhung sang ngdy cdu van y nhu 18 hoi :

- Em mudn may miéng ?

- Nhu dang thi khoi hoi, - ¢6 a dap - Ta-lip cua chung
to1 cO san, sudt dém la hai miéng (c6 hi€u miéng 1a
dong bac giay mot dong thud ay). Con nhu ngot thi hon
d6 bao nhiéu cling tot.

- Cha ! Cha ! Biét sao moi la ngot, - cau tra 10i - Cho
la dang di ! Va hai miéng la vura.

N6i 16i cau do gbi lay ra mot cai hop thiée, tha hop
cli dung banh Tay goi Biscuit Petit Beurre an da hét nay

35 Binh-diéu : Diéu 1a cong viéc 1am xau. Binh diéu thué khoa.
Nhé lai ndm con day ¢ Pai-Hoc Van-khoa Sai-Gon, toi viét ...
mién binh diéu”, cau sinh vién quay ronéo thanh ra “mién binh-
diéu”, nay con giut minh.
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cau tiéc lay cai hop dyng tién. Cau mé nip lay ra hai
miéng trao tin tay co 4, cudi tinh dua tay ning cam co
gai 161 dua co ra ctra phong. Co a khong tin nhung co
1am 1i khong hoi 101 gi 1én xe kéo vé thang, chirng xem
lai hai miéng 4y 1a hai trim dong bac hai miéng gidy bo
lu tirc gidy xdng (cent piastres), gia tri ngay nay dang
hai chuc ngan hay hai trim ngan, cling khong biét sao
ma do.

Co6 a mung qua do1 mung, voi va chay mot mach tim
cO Sau, khoe rang : “Lao gia rat ngot, di vo1 1ao mdt
dém, lao cho do xang !”

Co6 Sau cuo1 guong, nhung khong noi gi.

Qua dém sau, cau Hai sai mo1 nita. Goi cho duoc a
dém trudc, va dén dém thtr ba, ciu van doi co6 mot a y,
van khong d4 dong gi t6i va van moi sang, bé hai to “y
ta-lip” cua cau. Ba dém dém du sau trim bac. Co6 4 vo
danh, tir 4y duoc ting cai tén ngd nghinh la c6 Hai Xit
Xang (six cents piastres) va noi danh ludn tir ay. Ai ai
& cho Soc-Tring cling muén 1am quen cho biét co cam
ngai Xiém hay Lao, ngdi Mién hay Mién-Pién ma rut
dugc cua 6ng gia Ca Kiét dén sau tram dong bac ngon
lanh, trong khi di & do & muon mot thang kiém sau
dong khong ra.
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C6 Sau hay dugc tu su, trong long tiéc héi 1am, nhung
ngoai miéng, van ndi ctng : “N6 duoc thi né nho, riéng
toi, t6i thu that, ddu dem than di ban, cling phai lua
nguoi, chd thir gia ndu ay toi thwong khong vé 1. Tuy
n6i lam vy chd cb timg thi nhan véi toi rang ldo gia
ay coi vy ma doc dia, va sau trim bac 130 quang ra, co
lanh du nhu sau ngon ddc cudce cua phai Thiéu-Lam.

Tién trong hop banh mi ngot “P6 ty bo™ vbn 14 tién
cdu Hai ban s¢ rudng Ngi Bay. Ban ciing cam go 1am
chd khong vira. D4 may lan, cdu Hai rao may vong tham
sudt cac nguoil c6 mau mat tur cho Can-Tho, Bac-Liéu
dén Soc-Trang, tim nhitng nha gidu gdc dé moi sang
tén, cau ban so rudng tuy chua sanh hoa lgi nhung do la
dat twong lai s& hot bac nhiéu. Nhung di dén dau ciing
déu gip mot “muing” * 1a tiéc ting khong ngdt, tiép dai
niém né sdm banh com Tau khong thiéu, nhung & dau
va ai ai ciing lac dau noi khéo, ma bang cd hién nhién 13
kinh té khing hoang, lta ban khong chay, cac chu dién,
ong nao nhu O6ng nay, muon thau gon sy nghi¢p lai nho,
chd khong 1ong ndo mudn banh trudng kinh doanh gi
nira.

36 Mimg, tiéng trong Nam dung theo Tiéu, phién 4m ra Viét I3
“mén” (cua). Ty du : Anh 1am cai ming 4y (cai mén) dy, coi
khong dugc. Mung, c¢6 khi doc mung : Me di xi mung : Me di
tir mon, me di bén cira.
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Sau rot c6 mot ngudi mo hoi mudn mua nhung con
giuc gidc chua quyét dinh. Ngudi d6 1a mot nguoi Minh-
Huong, cha Tiéu lai mot doi, von 1a tay lam rudng 16n,
da c6 rudng mudi & Bac-Liéu do cha me dé lai, thém c6
mdt s& rudng thudc trén mudi ngan mau tai lang Chau-
Hung (Séc-Tring), nay muén sam rudng & Phung-Hiép
(Can-Tho) dé 1én xuéng tham chimng cac con hoc trudng
16n. Ong von 1a dé tr ctia Phu-Dung tién nit, nén lam
viéc gi cling suy di nghi lai cho chin chian méi chiu bat
tay, khong d¢ nay khong nhin cau Hai cling vi mot 101
n6i khich. Ong co ké mudn bét hai chuc ngan, tra mot
ngan mau ruéong Phung-Hiép ctia ciu Hai 13 sau chuc
ngan bac thoi, thay gi gid ra la tdm chuc ngan, cau Hai
nghe vay nén co6 nodi : “Chua dang mat nha dai tu-ban,
chua phai 1a tay lam an 16n, kinh doanh 1y tai, v.v...”.
Nhung khich thi gian, ma rdt cudc cdu Hai van khong
thang duoc 6ng kia mdi 1an nim can ban dén 1a xin suy
nghi va xin nan lai, vi 6ng con du du vé s6 von xuét ra
lac nay. Ap-phién tai hai that, nhung ¢ day da gitp ong
din long khong hao thing nhu ké khac.

Di don thang thin khong xong, cau Hai tré qua ding
ké doc. Cau tro vé Sai-Gon im hoi ling tiéng, sudt ba
thang trudng... trong khi 4y, ong chu dién sau khi cu
Hai tur gia vé Sai-Gon, do chirng mét thang sau, mot
budi trua dang nam ht, bdng c6 mot ong Tay di xe hicu
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Alpha Roméo ghé trude nha, sai tré dem danh thiép vo
Xin ra mat :

Jean Crémieux

Représentant de la Société Rizicole du transbassac
c/o Hotel Continental (Saigon)

Siége social N... boulevard Haussmann, Paris

Dich 1a : 6ng Jean Crémieux, dai 1y hang ruong Hau-
Giang, ngu nha hang Luc-DPia ¢ Sai-Gon, tru s chanh
nha s0... dai 10 Haussmann, Paris.

Ong chii Ch. duoc thiép, bdn than ra tiép khach, lay
rugu ngon ra dai, va trong chuyén tam tinh, khach to6 bay
minh la dai dién mot cong ty tu ban Phap, nay cong ty
mudn xuit mot s6 von 1én mua rudong mi¢t Hau-Giang
nay, tinh viéc 1ap mot don dién to tat, hom trudc day
thay dang bao cau Hai & Cau Kho mudn ban sé rudng o
Phung-Hiép, bon than ong ¢ ghé tan nha tiép xtc voi
cau Hai dé xem rudng va ban chuyén gia ca, nhung cau
Hai tra 101 rang s dat ni chuyén dé cau Hai da thuong
lugng v61 chinh Ong 1a nguoi to1 dang han hanh gidp
mat day, va cau Hai day t61 lam sao ciling phai ran hoi
ong ¥ dinh nhat quyét ctia ong ra thé nao roi cau Hai moi
c6 thé noi chuyén ban budn cho nguoi khéc, 1a toi vay.
Khach lai n6i tiép may nho cau Hai cho biét dia chi nén
hém nay 6ng méi d6 dudong xudng day, va nhu ong chil
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san 1ong nhuong quyén dé hang Phap mua lai so rudng
Phung-Hiép cta cau Hai, thi hién nay ong san sang ky
lién mot ngan phiéu muoi ngan déng (10.000$00) goi
tién thé chun, giao hang ung mua mot ngan mau rudng
ay gia 1a mot tram ngan dong bac (100.000$00) va giao
trong ky han sau chuc ngdy ong s& xudng ky tén mua
dat thiét tho, bang nhu ding hai thang 6ng khéng co
mat dé ky tén thi s6 bac coc 10.000$00 nay ké nhu mat.

N6i dit 161 khach ky mot ngan phiéu mudi ngan dé
lai noi ban, bat tay cha nha tir gia 1én xe di thang. Ong
cht Ch. vo nam lai ban dén nghi ngoi, sang sdm bita
sau, Ong 1ay xe nha truc chi 1én Can-Tho ghé chi nhanh
Pong-Phap ngan hang trinh tim ngan phiéu, lanh du
mudi ngan bac, chuyén vé 6ng day tai xé ghé s¢ buu-
dién ong danh gidy thép moi cdu Hai xudng gip mit ong
dut khoat viéc mua ban. Ong chi Ch. thud nay khong
phai 1a nguoi phiéu luu, mdi viéc ong lam 6ng déu co
can nhac suy nghi trude, va néu ong thire khuya véi chi
a Phu-Dung 14 dé lo muu dinh ké.

Cau Hai Cau-Kho dugc gidy thép, xudng Soc-Tring,
& may ngay tai nha ngt Ba Num, chd vo phong luc su
tda an lam to thuan mai theo luat, ky tén nhan tién. Sau
viéc tan phong a tir thoi tén maéi goi “Xit xang™, cau Om
hop banh day nhoc gidy bac vé Sai-Gon, trong khi ong
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chi Ch. nam nha tréng mai, d3 man ky hai thang ma
khong thay 130 Tay di xe Alpha Roméo dén viéng. Té
ra mic ké cdu Hai gai by : 140 Tay d6 1a cua cdu Hai
sam ra, phong cho cai chirc dai 1y hing Phap ma, chiéc
xe cling 1a xe mudn, con tién coc mudi ngan thi ciing
vi nhu tién ho trong canh bac, ¢6 thir so tién d6 mai
thau duogc sb tién kéch xu nay, bu qua sét lai, tién ban
80.000 chiu mat 10.000, con lai 70.000 cling con hon
ban thang cho 6ng chi Ch. gia 60.000 nhu d3 tra.

Chuyén roi biét lai, ai cling tuong 6ng chii Ch. tuy da
muu, nhung da 1am ké nha giau dan Sai-Gon, von lanh
loi qui quai hon. Nhung ddi voi ban than, ong Ch. da
ting tho 16 : «Toi von trong nha ¢ sin bén chyc ngan
doéng (40.000$00). Toi nhan cua thang Ty troi danh
mudi ngan dong (10.000$00), t6i hoi bac bang vi chi ba
chuc ngan thém vai chuc ngan s& phi dong bach phan
va chuéng—khé, to1 dau c6 sg. Troi cho to1 trang mua,
ndi trong ba ndm t61 du strc trd ng nha bang va c6 thém
s0 rudng Nga Bay nay ma t6i ao udc da lau chd khong
phai t61 b1 ai luong gat ca ! Va lai toi da tinh k¥ : hién
nay so dan thuy nhap dién dang thuc hién ké hoach x6
nudc min canh dong Ngi Bay. Ching ndo may con
kinh xang muc xong va hoan thanh cong viéc, cling do
hai ndm nita 1a r6i, thi khi 4y sé rudng toi nho nudc
ngot song Hau-Giang rira nudc phén ma may hoi ? Do
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ba mua nita thi toi an chic ! Khong phai t6i 1am ké ciu
Hai. Chang qua troi khién cau Hai ¢6 ctia qui ma khong
biét giir va khién so rudng tot lién lac nhu ban co dy vé
tay toi. Qui vat tim qui nhon 1a vay ! Dé ri cac ngudi
s& thay, nay noi trude ich gi !

Ma qua that. Ong chu Ch. 1a tay kinh nghiém c6 thira.
Mua dat xong r6i, ong dat dai doi binh ma cta 6ng vo,
toan 1a nguoi trung tin va thanh thao vé viéc khai thac
dat moi. Thay vi dé rudng ménh mong, 6ng day ta dién
chia cit ra nhu mat ban co, 16p 1én be, 16p lam bo mau,
rong va ving chic. Lén be dé tranh song 1am trdc cay
laa, bd mau dung cho trau cd laa vé san va dé dé viée
di canh di tuan, néu c6 ngya thi ngua chay cang ém vo.
Doc theo bo bao ngan la nhiing muong thao nudc ra vo,
khi han han mudn chin gilt nude lai thi tha tam bling
van ngan nudc trong rudng khong cho chay ra ngoai,
béng nhu nuéce du thira so di dong lam hu laa, thi s€
kéo tAm birng van kia 18n, tic thi nudc chay ra dé nhu
an banh !

C4 tom tép mong dng bit cling nhiéu hon, vi khi trudc
rudng linh lang qua kho bat. Vé lta rudng thau, nho ong
khéo xép dit cach canh phong nén ciing it hao it bi mat
cap. Bao nhiéu dudng nudc muong khai déu quay dau
do ra trude trai rudng cua ong ¢. Chiéu chiéu ong bac
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ghé bd nam uéng ruou khai vi, trude nha c6 mot cai
cong nho ¢ tra bitng chin nudc, TAy goi dalot, mdi ta
dién di cdu hay di 1am vé, déu chéo xudng qua day roi
méi vé xom nha riéng dugc. Gap ca tom cua, con nao
ngon con nao 16n, déu phai hoi ong trude roi méi dem
vé sau. HE ca tom thay vira ¥ 12 6ng chin lai va mua
lién, mua co tra tién song phang ché khong bao gid bat
ngang. Ong lai mua véi gia noi hon gia ban ngoai cho
nita 1a khac. Con ca tom nao ong khong can dung, ong
déu cho hét, ong khong nhu cac chu dién khac kiém
chuyén tich thu, nén ai ndy déu bang long. T4 dién cua
ong khi dau 6m mudn udng thudc Tay thi dng cho ra chg
Phung-Hiép cam s6 dua cho lwong y nha thuong diéu-
tri, mudn nam dudng bénh noi d6 ciing duoc nhung
khong duoc tu v di kham bénh no1 bac si tu, ¢ nhién
cudi thang theo cudn s6 6ng tra tién thang cho luong y,
nguoi bénh khong nhoc lo dén, bang mudn dung thude
Poéng-y thi cling sin s6 va thay gioi Pong-y diéu tri,
dén thang s& tinh tién cho ong tra hét.

Sau ba nam can cu, ong trd dat ng nha bang. To1
nghiép thay va phai ching day 13 s phan chung khong ai
trach ai dugc, rudng Ngi Bay ciing nhu sé rudng to-phu
dé lai & Bac-Liéu va & Soc-Trang, 6ng chit Ch. khong
dugc huong hoa 191 lau bén vi kip ndm ddo chanh 1945
va nhitng nam tiép theo, rudng bi truat hitu, gia dinh ly
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tan, miéng dat Phung-Hiép tré nén mot chd mat an ninh
«ban ngay mudn ghé thim trong nim ba gio con lo sg
va hoi hop» chd dung nodi chi dén & d6 man nim lam
mua. Ong budn 1ong ma khong néi ra, y éng mudn lam
1ay cho ha hoi, ong goi hét cac tang-khao trung tin, timg
gitip ich va hét long véi ong, 6ng cho hét nhitng gidy no
cii cho dut khoat khong ai thiéu ai. Ong dinh chia ruong
va ban theo gia ha cho ho tra gop. Nhung thay déu tur
chdi. Hoi thiét ho khai thiét : “Rudng ctia Ong, ngay
nao chang to1 lam thi ching t61 an hoa lgi. Bay gio 6ng
khong thau lta mudi nhu nhimg nim xua, chung to1
lai khoi dong thué. Nhu vay 1a sudng ctra tién roi con
gi ? Néu ngay nay 6ng thuong tinh cho chung t6i mua
gop, d6 1a mot ndi khd méi cho chung toi chd khong
phai mot hanh phic. Vi 1a néu chiing t6i mua rudng 1én,
chung toi tro thanh tiéu dién chu; thi “6 day” nguoi ta
khong dung thr cho ching toi dau. Tha dé vay, rudng
ong dimg tén ma chung toi 1am kiém an, ma nguoi ta
khong néi gi”.

Sau d6 ong chi Ch. von 1a ngudi thdy xa, nén ban

ruong truoc...

(ddng mot ky trong bao Chinh Luén s6 763 dé ngay
15-10-1966. Bai nay viét dat nam 1966 va to1 cO y
rieng tang nhitng ngudi t6i dd man phép nhac tich lai
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day, mot lan nira toi xin thanh minh t6i khong cé ac
y. Nhitng nguoi 4y 1a C6 Sau Con, 6ng Lé Phat Vinh,
ong Huynh Nhu-Gia, ngoai goi cau Du-Kia hay la 6ng
cht Cha. Choét hét toi khong quén nhitng ngudi ban di
cho tdi ta tac khi tan cu vo Hoa-Tu 13 Tran-Tan-Loi
(Chti Ly), Tran-DPac-Chuong va Tran-Ké-Vinh, nhirt 13
anh Chu Ly va Cau Hai Vinh, da tir tran, on trong kho
quén).
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