SO 97 - MUA THU 2011

TOI LAM VIEC TAI
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E&L, EBASCO va RAYTHEON

LE-NGQC-MINH

Tang hai ban Nguyén-Minh-Luan (nay tai
nha may San Onofre) va David Nguyén (nay tai
Cal-Trans), hai nguoi lam chung véi tac gia tai
Ebasco va Raytheon.

Lam viéc tai Xuong loc dau Chevron, d6i
voi i, chi cd tinh-cach giai-doan vi toi la
nhan-cong tam thoi, khéng c6 bao-hiém, bong-
loc gi ca... thanh ra trong khi lam tai do toi van
don dac nhin quanh xem noi nao c6 cong-tac
thuong-truc, ¢6 bong loc, tot dep hon... toi s&
“dong”.

Trong khi lam & Chevron, mét hém toi
dugc biét-phai lam viéc voi mot anh ki-su
ngudi Tho-Nhi-Ky tén 12 Ahmet Aydin. Anh 12
nhan-vién cia hang E&L va duoc gui dén lam
cho Chevron. Mot hom tdi va anh di an trua,
anh ta ké chuyén :

- Nguoi Hoa goi ching té bang cai tén
day khinh-miét 1a Tho-Nhi-Ky, c6
nghia la barbarian!

Anh ta doc chit “Tho-Nhi-Ky” y chang
giong doc Viét-ngix, lam t6i chagi vai! Toi noi
véi anh, theo tdi biét, ngudi Hoa chi chuyén-
am theo giong doc ma khong c6 y nghia khinh-
miét gi dau. Anh noi anh khong tin. R6i anh
hoi t6i nguoi Viét-Nam goi Tho-Nhi-Ky la gi ?
Khéng mudn bi coi nhu 1a ké tiép tay véi
nhitng ké “ky-thi chung-toc”, toi né, toi tra loi
la nguoi Viét chung tdi goi tén nudc anh theo
tiéng Phap 1a “Turkie”. Anh gt g cai dau !

Anh nay 1a mot tay 1am viéc rat thuc-té va
gian-di, cong-tic ndo ma cé nhing chi-tiét
phtrc-tap, chang tréo 1a anh phé-binh lién :

- Minh Iam vé dau hoa, cdng-tac rat don-

gian, minh dau co di-zai Boeing 747!
T6i thdy anh c6 ly. Mot hém anh Ahmet bao
toi :

- Hing E&L vira d6i chi-sy phong

Structural, 6ng nay ngudi Ang-Lé, tén
la lan Stubbs, hién lanh 1am. Ban nay

dang tim ngudi, anh muén di lam nhan-
vién thuc-thu cia E&L thi dua resume
day cho toi.

T61 bén lam don, kém theo resume dua cho
anh. Anh nop cho 6ng truéng-ban, may ngay
sau 6ng lan kéu toi lai phong-van rdi tuyén
ngay. Gia-tir Chevron lan thir hai (ky nay toi
lam cho Chevron khoang 6-7 thang) t6i sang
lam viéc cho E&L. Thoi-gian d6 1a vao khoang
cudi ndm 1988.

E&L la viét tat tén caa hai 6ng cha sang-lap
ra hang da cd 20 ndm, lam & d6 ca 6 ndm ma
cho dén nay t6i cling chang biét tén that hai dng
do6 1a gi, nhung néu c6 ai hoi E&L viét tit cua
chir gi, toi tra 1oi dua d6 1a chir viét tat cua
Elephant & Lion ! Hang nay chuyén lam dd-an
chinh-trang, tan-trang c4c nha may hoda-chat,
dau hoa, 1am an theo kiéu co con, nghia 13 toan
nhitng d6-an nho nho, khong nhu may hang Ién
nhu Fluor, Bechtel, Santa Fe, C.F. Braun...
nhung nhu vay ma lai ¢6 an vi nhirng hang lon
thi overhead nang hon. E&L c6 uy-tin Vvéi
nhirng hang ¢ trung va nho, nhung khong phai
la khong c6 cong-tac véi may xuong loc dau
I6n nhu Shell, ARCO, Mobil, Chevron, Union
76, Ultramar... du la cong-tac nho. Cong viéc
kha nhiéu, ching tdi ban ron quanh nim... Sau
nay may xuong loc dau hay héa-chat nho nhu
Fletcher Oil, Tangerine, Goldenwest, Delta
Chemical va Monsanto Chemical... bi AQMD,
co-quan quan-tri pham-chat khéng-khi cua
tiéu-bang “di” qua, vi 6-nhidm nén ho phai
dong cira, hoic don sang tiéu-bang khac (don
tron mot nha may Ion bang mot block dudng
hoic hon, nhu truong-hop hidng dau
Goldenwest ¢ Santa Fe Springs dai ca 3/ 4 mai)
riéng hdng Monsanto & Wilmington, dong cua
ludn, bo d6 cho co hoang moc.

Trong thoi-gian lam & E&L ¢6 mét cong-
tac ly-ky ma téi tham-dy, va nhd mai mot cach
thi-vi. Sb la E&L bt dugc cong-tac trac-dia
(topographic  survey) nha may hoa-chat
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Monsanto ¢ thanh phé Wilmington. Ong chu-
su phong Do6-an Ian Stubbs tinh thué ngudi
ngoai 1am, nhung t6i, mot anh ban ddng-su goc
Hoa tén Pak Cheung va anh Tho-Nhi-Ky
Ahmet Aydin bao nhau, céng-tac nay nho (1/ 4
nha may, khoang 1/ 4 mot block duong) ma
ciing dé (1), ching t6i dé-nghi 6ng lan giao cho
chang tdi 1am. Ong lan khodi chi-tir, giao lién
Vi ré tién hon, va lai ddi véi ban giam-déc, 6ng
hé@nh-dién la nhan-vién cua 6ng lam dugc moi
viéc. C6 mot diéu ching t6i biét chic chén 1a ca
ba chung t6i chua ai c6 kinh-nghiém thwc-té vé
trac-dia, ngoai trir mg ly-thuyét caa anh Ahmet
Aydin tir thoi... con dén sach bén Tho Nhi-Ky,
cach day ca hon 30 nam! Vi vay chdng t6i bao
nhau lam that k¥, that dang “ly-thuyét”, dong-
thoi vira lam vira hoc. Ra thué chiéc may
digital transit, ching t6i bat
tay vao viéc. Cong-tac tién-
trien tét, vi khong ranh
cdng-tac trac-dia nén ching
toi lam ky, that ky. Sau
gan mot tuan tric-dia,
chung t6i plot ra hoa-do,
chéch di chéch lai, rdi in va
gtri cho khéch hang la hdng
Monsanto ¢ Wilmington,
kém theo field book (s6 ghi
chép tric-dia). Monsanto
giri hoa-dd vé vin-phong
chinh  bén St Louis,
Missouri dé chéch. May tay chéch-co cua
Monsanto bén Missouri ta-hoa tam-tinh khi
thiy ban tric-dia cua ching t6i khéng giong
hoa-dd nha may ho c6 trong hd-so luu, bén
biét-phai hai ky-su cong-chanh céap-téc bay
sang Wilmington kiém-chung lai. Tai hién-
truong, ho thay hoa-dd cua chung t6i dung y-
chang hién-trang nha may, chi-tiét é-hé, vi ca
ba ching tdi lam nghé civil va structural, khi
nao can chi-tiét gi bén tric-dia ching toi déu
biét, do d6 néu minh can c6 nghia 1a nguoi
khac ciing can, nén ching toi phang tat ca chi-
tiét can-thiét vao ban trac-dia khong thiéu cai
gi! Hai tay nay chiu qué, bao-céo Ién cap trén
cua ho, thé l1a Monsanto bén giao cho hang
E&L tric-dia ca nha may, véi mot didu-kién la
ba nguoi di 1am cong-tac trac-dia vira qua phai

A
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lam trong coéng-tdc con lai, khong thay déi,
thém b6t hay thay thé ngudi ndo va ciing mot
phuong-phap 1am viéc! Ong lan Stubbs chic
sudng t€ nguoi (1), con chdng tdi uy-tin 1én nhu
diéu, mdi nguoi con duoc gidy khen thuong ghi
vao hd-so ca-nhan, cho nghi mét ngay c6 lwong
va cudi nam duoc 1én lwong hau hinh.Tai hau-
truong, chung t6i nhin nhau cudi, nhung khong
bao gi¢r ching t6i thém tiét-16 bi-mat qudc-gia,
la ching tdi biét chic chan trudc khi bat tay
vao Vviéc, chung tdi khdng co6 chat kinh-nghiém
thuc-hanh nao vé tric-dia ca!

Lam cho E&L duoc gan bén nam, vao mot
dip loi loi céng viéc, hdng biét-phai tdi sang
hdng Ebasco, tru-s¢ trén duong MacArthur,
Santa Ana lam d6-an nha may phat dién
Cogeneration ¢ thanh phé
El Centro, California, gan
bién-gisi ME.

S6 1a trudc d6 may
nam, Ebasco mua hang
E&L, c6 nghia Ebasco la
“me” ma E&L la “con”.
Mac du vay, khi sang
Ebasco, anh truéng phong
hoa-dd cua Ebasco van
phong-vin t6i nhu mot
tay bach-dinh trudgc khi
nhan tdi lam viéc cho ho.
Budc vao van-phong anh xép tén Abel Guerra,
gdc gac Ecuador, tdi thdy hinh anh ky tén anh
ta treo day phong, ké ca phong khéch, phong
hop, hanh-lang dudgi nha... Khi ngdi ddi-dién
véi anh, t0i hoi anh chup anh ¢ dau, may gi,
6ng kinh gi, phim gi, kinh loc gi, quang-ké gi,
may phong gi, gidy gi, thubc gi... Thé la méu
nhiép-anh cua anh ndi 1én, ching t6i toa-dam
ca tiéng dong ho vé nhiép-anh, anh vui nhu Tét
vi ¢6 nguoi trong nghé gdi anh vao dung chd
ngtra, hoi dung cau hoi vao nhitng chd... thim
kin nhat, vao nhitng chd... hiém hdc nhat cua
nhiép-anh... Roi bong nhién anh ta tinh giac
nam-kha, bao t6i :

- E ! Chiang ta phai anh-teec-viu mot

chat cho!
Va anh hoi tbi :
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- Anh c6 kinh-nghiém lam vé sit, thép
khéng ?

- Do 1a chuyén nghé cua toi, hon 35 nim
nay !

- V& bé-tong cbt sit ?

- Same!

- Anhc6 lam vé civil ?

- Sure, ca vé tric-dia nita ! (trong dau toi
nghi dén cong-tac trac-dia Monsanto ké
trén).

- OK, you’re hired !

Thé 1a xong bita anh-teec-viu. Trong subt
ca su-nghiép lam viéc cua t6i, chua bao gio toi
gap bita anh-teec-viu dé dang, nhanh chéng va
gian-di nhu vay ca !

To6i sang lam cho Ebasco dugc khoang 6
thang thi Ebasco ban hang E&L (hdng gbc cua
toi) cho hdng Wolder. Toi xin ¢ lai lam cho
Ebasco, Abel chay di van-dong cho t6i, nhung
réi anh vé, lic dau ra vé rau i bao tdi riang
Ebasco khong c6 chd cho toi, vi hing khong
con viéc, ti phai sang Wolder dé ho anh-teec-

viu thdi... So-di t6i mudn 1am tai Ebasco vi
Ebasco ¢ lwong huu tri (pension plan), mai
maot vé huu ¢ thém ti tién huu bo vao céi tdi 4o
khi ! Khong duoc thi... thoi !

Thé l1a t6i phai 1& got giang-hd sang hang
Wolder xin viéc. Phong-van t6i & Wolder la
ong department head va 6ng truéng phong hoa-
d6 cua ban Civil & Structural. Phan phong-van
qua that nhanh khéng tro ngai, vi cong viéc
trong nha may loc dau tdi qua quen thudc... ho
con cho biét truge, ho s& gui tdi vao lam trong
xuong loc dau Chevron va khi toi cho ho biét la
t61i da 1am cho Chevron may nam, di tham-du
viéc di-zai nha may Cogeneration, quen biét hét
tidu-chuan k§-thuat cia Chevron, biét moi ngd
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ngéch caa Chevron Refinery va ong xép Tom
Jimenez caa Chevron rat biét-nhan véi toi thi
coi bo ho khodi qua... va ho nhin nhau, rdi 6ng
DH hoi tdi khi nao tdi c6 thé bat dau di lam
duoc ?

Dung lic 4y, mot ngudi ma khong bao gio
t61 nghi rang tdi s& gap tai dy di ngang, toi gio
tay chao 6ng qua khung cira kinh. Thiy toi
dang ngdi trong van-phong dong kin cta voi
hai tay Civil-Structural ciia Wolder, thi 6ng biét
ngay rang hai tay nay dang anh-teec-viu toi,
6ng ma cira bude vao, bit tay toi, xay he-16, roi
chi vao t6i bao hai tay kia :

- Mudn han lién! Muén lién! Céac anh
khéng can phong-van han !
Hai tay kia rit ngac-nhién tron mit nhin toi,
pha ra cuoi, rdi bao toi :

- OK, OK... you’re hired !

Ong nay la Ed Miller, kj-su truong cua
cong-tac GC-25 ma tdi lam véi 6ng bén Santa
Fe Engineering 7 nam trudc kia, thoi 1985-
1986. Hdi d6 may ban khac déu lam éng nhirc
dau khong it, nhung ban structural cta toi rat
thuan budm xudi gio, toi tiét-kiem dén 26 %
ngan-sach cho éng va khi C. F. Braun sang 6-
dit GC-25 thi tdi c6 bang chang hién-nhién 1a
bén Santa Fe khong sai trai, it ra cling la ban
cua toi, 15i la tai C. F. Braun chén ép Santa Fe
qua (nhung khong ai dam ndi ra vi so gay mat
cadi chan ghé). Ngay t6i roi Santa Fe
Engineering, 7-11-1986, tbi t&i pha-ro-oeo 6ng,
ong bat tay tam-biét, chic toi gut-lic va noi
thém :

- Téi ciing khong biét tuong-lai toi o day

roi s& ra sao, nhung néu sau nay, néu co
Kkhi nao bat cir & dau, anh can toi gilp
gi, néu tdi co thé gilp anh thi tdi s&
tuyét-ddi khong ngan ngai !

Va hdém nay, tai day, bay gio, ong la pho
giam-ddc cua hang Wolder. Chéc chin khéng
phai vi quen biét truéc véi 6ng Miller ma toi
dugc Wolder thu nhan, nhung ké lai chuyén
nay t6i chi muén dé-cap dén mot tinh-co ly-tha
trong doi, chi 1au lau xay dén mot lan ma thoi.
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Va toi tré vé Ebasco théng-béo cho ho biét la
hai tuan ntra toi sé sang lam viéc cho Wolder.

Hom sau... Dung, chi ngay hém sau, bong
nhién chuyén doi thay déi 180 d6 : 6ng giam-
dbc cua E&L nay la phd téng gidm-déc cua
Ebasco, goi t6i vao van-phong cua 6ng chu-su
phong va hai 6ng cho t6i biét 12 Ebasco vira bét
dugc cong-tac di-zai ba nha may phat dién
Cogeneration mot luot ¢ vung Imperial Valley,
California va dng muén gitt toi & lai 1am viéc
cho Ebasco vi 6ng biét toi c6 kinh-nghiém lam
dd-4n nha may Cogeneration cho Chevron
truéc day. Ong ciing cho biét Ebasco sé& ting
lwong cho t6i thém 5 $ mot gio. Ong phd bao
toi :

Anh khdng phai noi gi vai Wolder ca. Viéc noi
véi ho dé toi !

Diéu nay that 1a may cho tdi, vi néu toi lai
lé gt giang-hd sang Wolder néi véi éng Ed
Miller ring cam on 6ng da c6 nhi-y mudn toi,
nhung t6i doi ¥, t6i s& khong l1am cho 6ng, toi ¢
lai 1am cho Ebasco, thi chic chian 6ng s& dem
toi di... cAu sau !

Thé 1a t6i chinh-thirc 1am viéc cho Ebasco.
Nhu t6i vira néi, Ebasco c6 luwong huu (pension
plan). Ban thu nhin lai ma xem, ngay nay bao
nhiéu hang trén dat nuéc CO Hoa nay co
pension plan ? Chi dén khi vé huu ban méi
thdy dugc, 1a khong gi quy hon... pension plan !

Cong-tac di-zai ba cai Cogen tién-trién tét
dep... COng-tac nha may Cogen, kho khan va
rac rbi nhit 1a hoa-dd nén mong cua cai may
Cogen, Vi nd troi sut, map md, phinh ra xep
vao, déy nhitng anchor bolts & nhiing chd... vo
ly nhat caa cai méng bé- -tong... phai lam sao
cho chinh-xéc, r6 rang, dé hiéu... Xong céi nén
moéng thi cac chuyén khéc chi 1a... d6 choi.
Lam riét rdi ciing hét ba cai Cogen. D6 la dau
nam 1994. Hang chua c6 viéc mai, toi bén xin
di phép vé Viét-Nam chup anh mot thang. Khi
quay veé, hdng van chua c6 viéc, nhung toi nghe
ndi hang Raytheon da mua xong hang Ebasco
va hang nay cling c6 luong huu tri (pension
plan),. Vay thi cang tot.
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Thang sau, Ebasco gui tdi cung véi anh ban
dong su Nguyén-Minh-Luan, xudng dao-tao
Eo-E, lam viéc trong vian-phong cia MWD
(Los Angeles Metropolitan Water Department,
goi ndm-na la Eo-E Thay-cuc) lam cong-tac di-
zai Domenigoni Reservoir.

S6 1a viing Los Angeles, khong chi L.A. ma
la ca mién Nam California lun ludn thicu
nuéc. Eo-E Thuy-cuc may chuc nam nay Van
ldy nuéc cua may con sudi phia thuong-ngudn
Mono Lake ¢ Truong-Son Dong (Eastern
Sierra), chuyén theo cai muong bé-tdng dai ca
may tram dam theo dudng 395 vé Eo-E, goi la
Los Angeles Aqueduct (tdi dich ném-na la Eo-
E thuy-19).

Mono Lak

Viéc nay lam Mono Lake ca may chuc nam
nay thiéu nudc, may ngon tufa tro 1én trén mat
nu6c, nhitng nguoi tranh- dau cho méi-sinh va
quan ching yéu thién-nhién biéu-tinh, kién
tung Eo-E Thay-cuc tir thap-nién 60-70 va thoi
70 di dén dau ciing thay biéu-ngit “Save Mono
Lake” dén ddy bimg can xe, dan 1én kinh xe..
la vi vay. Gan day Eo-E Thay-cuc trung mua
mat mleng dat rong dén 5-6 ngan mau gan
thanh phé Hemet, cia gia-dinh ho Domenigoni
tir Thuy-Si dén day dinh-cu da lau doi 1a mot
thung-liing c6 ba ngon ndi bao quanh dé lam ho
chta nuéc. CoOng-tac toi dugc gui dén 1am do-
an ba cai dap bang dat sét ndi ba cai ndi lai véi
nhau dé chira nudc. Vi ving Nam California
hay bi dong dat, dap nuéc nay lai & gan duong
nit San Andrea, nén phai 1am bang dat sét, vi
dap dat sét khéng bi nut bat-tir nhu bé-tdng cot
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sit. Cong-tac nay phai 1am bang Micro-Station
va ¢ 25 ky-su va 25 designers va moi thang
ching tdi phai cay sao cho ra trudc 2 ngan, roi
ba ngan, rdi 5 ngan tdm hoa-dd (xin ghi nhan,
day 1a sd-lugng hoa-dd mdi thang !). Trong
thoi-gian do, gia-dinh Domenigoni kién Eo-E
Thay-cuc doi thém tién dat, kién khdng cho Eo-
E Thuy-cuc dung tén Domenigoni, Eo-E Thay-
cuc bén d6i tén cong-tac thanh East Side
Reservoir, rdi sau nay thanh Diamond
Reservoir.

Diamond Reservoir

Quy vi néu chua c6 dip di xem Diamond
Reservoir thi toi xin moi qui vi nén ghé xem dé
thiy mot hd chaa nuée vi-dai khdng nhitng cua
mién Tdy ma con toan nudc My; nén dén dai
quan-sat phia Tay cua ho tir trén dinh mot ngon
nii va dén Visitor Center & phia Pong, c6
chuyén-vién dan gidi, co ca phong trung bay di
tich xwong cua gidng Mammoth khong-16 va
nhiéu loai thti khac nhu su-tir c6 ring nanh...
dao duoc khi xay cat hod chira nuge. Tir bd phia
Pong ta khong nhin thdy bo phia Tay. Hb dai
nhu vay. Néu ving Nam California bi han han,
luong nuée & day co thé cung-ting du nudc cho
ca mién Nam California trong 6 thang va ciing
vi hd nay chuta lai tat ca luong nudc xua nay
van d6 vao Santa Ana River, khién viéc song
Santa Ana bi nudc tran bd ngap lut may thanh
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phd hai bén bd ha-luu nhu Anaheim, Orange,
Santa Ana, Westminster, Garden Grove,
Huntington Beach, Fountain Valley, Costa
Mesa... thanh... chuyén cé-tich va d6 ciing la
ly-do, tir 1999, so-phi bao-hiém lut cua céc cac
nha cta thuoc cac thanh phd ké trén duoc
giam-thiéu tdi-da. Dé muong-tuong cong-tac
I6n ¢& nao, t6i xin dan-cr mot khia canh :
luong dat doi ddi trong cong-tac, néu dung dé
lam dudng, ta co thé xay cat mot xa-16 hai dong
xe, chay giap vong xich-dao! Toi (1) la mot
trong nhirmg nguoi 1am cong-tac do tir dau dén
cubi. Diamond Reservoir toa-lac tai thanh phd
Hemet & phia Bic xa-16 15, duong xudng
Escondido. Xin xem ghi-cht noi cudi bai.

To6i lam day khoang hon hai thang thi co
mot chi-su phong d6-an gbc An-Po, hon 25
nam thadm-nién véi Ebasco, dugc thuyén-
chuyén tir Seattle xudng giir chtc tredng phong
lo hoa-dd. S 1a 6ng ta sap vé huu, hing trén
Seattle hét viéc, khong n& lay-6p ong, hang ben
gui 0ng Xuong Eo-E lam truéng phong hoa-dd,
tac 1a xuong chtc thé-tham, ong ciing phai
nhan, mdi thang hang cho vé tham vo con mot
cai uych-ken. Ong nay rat kho tinh, “di” hét
théng nay dén thang kia, t6i dat tén cho ong la

“gd ca-ri” (the curry guy) va may ong dong-
nghiép cua tdi cling bat chudc goi theo. Toi ghet
ong ta dén ndi trong s khong bao gio bUOn
“b.s.” v4i Ong ta, budi trua nghi, t6i xudng
vuon hoa cua hang ngdi doc sach, thay ong tir
xa di dén 1a t6i di dung day di chd khac... Cho
dén mot hom, tdi mai mé doc mét tap-chi
nhiép-anh, ong dén hoi nao tdi khong biét, nhin
1én, thay 6ng ta thi da qua tré... bén chiu tran.
Ong ngoi xudng canh ti, nhin bia to tap-chi roi
hoi tdi c6 hay chup hinh khdng... va cau chuyén
xoay ra nhiép-anh... ng cho t6i biét ong c6 bod
Canon tri gid khoang 6,000 $, nhung 6ng chi
chup theo 16i quen tay. T6i cho 6ng biét & phia
duong Broadway phia dudi Kia ¢ mot tiém ban
dung-cu nhiép-anh cua M&, ¢6 nhiéu d6 Canon,
Nikon... ré 1am, thé 1a 6ng ta cuoi hoan-hy, bao
toi trura mai dua ong di. Toi con chi cho 6ng ta
biét cho troi nhiép-anh & Sequoia Club, thanh
phd Buena Park, noi mdi thang ngudi ta tyu tap
nhau lai ban cac dung-cu nhiép-anh cii, méi...
gia ca rat ré. Thé 1a tir d6 tro di, toi va ong tro
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thanh do6i ban nhlep -anh, ong hay ghé van-
phong toi ban vé nhlep -anh va tu d6 tro di...
day 1a su that, toi xin thé... So help me God (1),
6ng ta khong con “di” t6i ciing nhu miy tay
ddng-nghiép cua tdi nira ! Thé mai biét cai dep
d&, cai manh-lyc cua nhiép-anh da “cai-tao con
ngudi ca-chén” cua Ong thanh “con nguoi
nhiép-anh dep d&, lwong-thién” nhu thé nao !

Khong 1au sau d6, xép Abel Guerra cua toi,
van con lam véi Ebasco (khi nay hing di mang
tén 14 Raytheon), hét viéc ¢ Santa Ana, bi
Raytheon g 1én Chicago gitta mua dong thang
gia, u6t nhu chudt va lanh thau xwong thau tay.
Anh goi dién thoai hoi t6i, Raytheon dao-tao
Eo-E c6 chd tréng nao cho anh khéng? Toi tra
l6i hién tai thi khéng. Mua
Xuan dén, Chicago bat dau
am lai thi cong-tac trén
Chicago ciing hét, may man
sao codng-tdc & dao-tao Eo-E
can mot tay chéch-co, toi bén
noi vai 6ng ca-ry, dng ca-ry
muén Abel, tdi tré thanh xép
cua anh ta, anh ta khong né ha
gi vé chuyén nho dé, vi duoc
vé 1am gan nha, sang di lam,
t6i vé bang métro, con duoc
hang MWD tra tién di-chuyén
cho, anh ta mung hét Ién, bao
toi :

- Eh! I owe you one, OK?

Thé 1a nhoém nhiép-anh Ebasco nay gém
ong ca-ry, anh Luéan, anh Abel...va toi, Tu do,
nghe loi xUi dai cua toi, hang thang dng ca-ry
di cho troi nhiép-anh ¢ Sequoia Club; hang
tuan vao thir Nam, chii miii vao doc muc mua
ban may anh trong tap-chi rao vat Recycler roi
cuing toi, Abel véi anh Luén ban tan, réi c6 khi
trong gio lam viéc, liy xe hing di mua do...
nhiép-anh. Mot lan 6ng nghe 10i xUi dai cua
t6i, mua tron bo Canon 7s (gibng nhu Leica
M4), gdm than may va 4 4ng kinh hét khoang
2 nghin; cudi tuan ong dem may vé Seattle thr;
sang thir Hai 6ng xudng, miat may tuoi roi,
khoe véi tdi may nay pham-chat tét, chup dé
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dang, chinh-xac va nhanh nhu 6-t6 pho-cat! Va
ong cuoi cho biét :

- Vo t6i nhan qua, noi xudng dudi nay
lam dugc bao nhiéu per diem di mua
méy anh hét hay sao, khong dé danh
chat dinh mai mot con vé huu...

Toi con mua giup 6ng mot bo sach anh cua
Time-Life, 17 cubn c6 17 $, cai may chiéu slide
Kodak Ektra (loai nha nghé) c6 100 $, roi chiéc
may Minox-C c6 80 $. CO mot chuyén thi-vi
vé cai may nay : khi mua roi, Ve S& M4 ra, thiy
trong c6 cudn phim da chup rdi, dng ca-ry bén
dem vé Seattle rira, sau d6 ong cudi mot céch
thich-thu, cho téi xem hinh anh : toan la anh vii
khoa-than trong mot céi bar
ma anh chu ci cua cai may
da chup tir bao gio...

Nhung t61 cling khong
lam cho Ebasco lau. Khi
céng-tac Diamond Reservoir
gan hoan-tat, Ebasco bat dau
lay-6p nguoi thi cling la luc
anh ban Pak Cheung cua toi
0 E&L ngay xua, nay dang
lam viéc cho Jacobs
Engineering di¢n-thoai sang
du tbi sang lam viéc cho
Jacobs, vi Jacobs bt duogc
mot cong-tac duong truong,
di-zai méi hoac tan-trang tt ca cac tram nhan
va chuyén hang cua UPS tron nira mién Tay
nuéc My, tinh ra dén hang tram tram. BUi tai,
t6i tinh nham, néu 1am nhanh 1am thi mot nim
xong 5 tram, can phai 10 nim dé 1am 50 tram
va nhu vay, véi cdng-tac UPS nay toi cd thé vé
huu véi Jacobs. Su that 1a trong sé cac hédng
I6n, Jacobs 1a hing c6 bong 16¢ yéu kém, phai
noi 1a keo-kiét hon bat cir hing do-an nao khac!
Chi can doc tén hang, ban ciing biét 12 vi sao!

Khong lau sau d6, cac ban ddng-sy cua toi
& Ebasco ciing bi lay-6p hét, dong-thoi hang
chinh Raytheon ciing thay d6i ké-hoach, thu
gon cdng-tac, vi Raytheon lam ham-ba-lang-
du-chuyén nhu ché-tao may bay Beechcraft, ti
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lanh hiéu Armana, chu mot nha xuat-ban, mot
trai nudi ca sau bén Louisiana, chu-nhan hing
d6-an Ebasco... va mot m¢ hang xudng, vin-
phong linh-tinh quai-dan gi nira, t6i nh¢ khong
hét | Viéc 6m ddm nay co thé da co thoi dan
Raytheon dén Chapter 11. Nay, Raytheon chi
con 1am céng-tac qubc-phong, bo nhitng cong
viéc khac...

Nam 2004, khi t6i vé huu, t6i nhan dugc
476$ pension mot thang, sau may nam lam viéc
cho Raytheon; néu ké ca Ebasco va E&L, 352%,
cong chung t6i lanh 828 $ pension mot thang !
Pay ciing nhu sb tién ¢ trén troi rét xudng, vi
chi dén khi vé huu, ching ta mai thay sé tién
pension “lén” d&én ¢& nao !

Déi véi t6i, E&L, Ebasco va Raytheon déu
Ia nhirng héng tot, vi ca ba hang nay deu co...
pension plan !

GHI-CHU VE DIAMOND RESERVOIR :

Diamond Reservoir toa-lac tai phia Tay
Nam thanh pho Hemet, cach d6 khoang 4 dam.

Ho chira rong 4 500 mau, dai 4.5 diam, rong
hon 2 dam, s&u tir 160 téi 260 feet, dung luong
269 ti gallon nudc (hoac 800 000 acre-feet, cd
nghia 12 néu ta chtra nudc trong mot cai “thau”,
lugng nudc cao Mot foot thi cai “thau” rong
800 000 mau).

Diamond Reservoir

Ho chira gom ba cai dap bing dét sét : dap
thir nhat, Saddle Dam dai 2 300 bg, cao 130 bo,
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day rong 720 b9, dinh rong 40 bo; dap tha hai,
East Dam dai 10 500 bg, cao 185 bo, day rong
800 bg, dinh rong 40 bo; dap thur ba, West Dam
dai 9 100 bg, cao 285 bo, day rong 1 200 bo,
dinh rong 40 bé.

3 E -
East Dam ( East Slde Reserv0|r)

Ngudn nuéc cung-cap cho Ho chira 1a nuée
tir sdng Colorado chuyén qua San Diego Canal
dén mot ho chira phu, roi tir d6, nude duge bom
vao hd chira chinh; ngudn cung-cap tha nhi la
nudéc tir ho Silverwood duoc chuyén qua duong
6ng tan-lap duong kinh 12 bo dai 45 dam, ndi
véi Eastside Pipeline dai 9 dam; nguon cung-
cap thtr ba tit ca nhitng con sudi tir rang ni
San Bernardino xua nay van d6 xubng Santa
Ana River, de doa ngap lut c4c thanh phé hai
bén bo ha-ngudn, nay duogc ddi hudng dua vao
ho chira hét.

Cong-tac tri gia gan hai ty do-la, dong-thd
nam 1996, hoan-tat cuoi nam 1999.
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