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Uice lim
din tivn

L& Ngoc Minh
Nguoi pham ty truyén

Tang hai ban
Tran-Véin-Hoa (nguyén tai DMJM) va
Ngd-Chi-Thiéng (nguyén tai Santa Fe
Engineering).
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Ngay 24-9-1975, gia-dinh to6i gdm 5
nguoi, hai vg chong, hai con, mot chau tur hai
tudi rudi dén 5 tudi, ciing miy gia-dinh Viét di-
tan xudt trai tam-cu Camp Pendleton, ra dinh-
cu tai Norwalk, California. Sau bon ngdy linh
kinh véi viéc an-cu, ngay thir nam, voi mot mé
kién-thirc rat gidi-han vé doi sbng My, toi ra
khoi nha, thuc ra la ra khoi can chung-cu mot
phong ngu, xan tay ao di tim viéc.

Hoi con trong Fort Chaffee, trong Camp
Pendleton, c6 miy ong ba My hay sinh-vién
tinh-nguyén vao trai néi chuyén vé doi séng
MY, nhu cach di xe bus, mé truong-muc ngan-
hang, lam resumé, cach tim xem noi nao cé
viéc, nhu EDD, phong tim viéc cong cia quan
hat (county), tai van-phong tim viéc tu, rao vat
trén bdo... Trang-bi v6i mé kién-thirc do, toi
thi thém mé ban d6 quan Los Angeles va
Orange, ban dd dudng xe buyt va mot sd dia-
chi van-phong xé tir cudn dién-thoai nién-
giam... sin sang dan than. Toi dén vin-phong
tim viéc EDD khong xa nha ldm, chi khoang 2
cly s6 cudc bd. Noi ddy co yét-thi cac cong
viéc do hing xudng hay van-phong can ngudi,
giri cho quan; quan niém-yét viéc d6 1én ca
may chuc vin-phong EDD trong quan, liét-ké
cac doi hoi cuia chu-nhan, viéc 1am tam thoi hay
thuong-truc, ) luong... va cho mét con s6 thu-
tu, thi du job #96. Néu ban thay thich-hop véi
cong Vviéc nay, dién tén, dia-chi, s dién-thoai
va job # vao mot cai phiéu, bo vao céi rd, roi
cho 5, 10 phuat sau s€ c6 mot 6ng hay ba cong-
chtrc goi tén ban, moi vao van-phong, phong-
van ban so so roi dién-thoai t6i hing xudng do
va dan xép dé ban dén d6 phong-van. Cach
nay, hang xuong thuong tra luong ré hon so
vai viée thué nguoi qua van-phong tu, cling ré
hon thué ngudi bang cach bao nhan-vién trong
héng tim ban bé ¢ kha-ning gidi-thiéu dén 1am
cho hang.

T6i ghé van-phong EDD nay moi tuan ba
lan, vi gan nhu ngay nio ciing co gibp moi.
May ngdy con lai t6i nhay xe buyt hodc cudc
bo dén tan hdng ndo ma toi “nghi” Ia ho s& can
mot cong-nhan ¢ kinh-nghiém nhu t6i : két
qua chi 1a c6 thu-ky nhan don, r6i cho biét 1a

“s& chuyén to1 ong ky-su: truong”, nhiéu khi ho
bao khong can nguoi va tra lai resumé ngay tai
tran. Hodac t6i ngoi nha gui thu xin viéc kem
resumé tdi cac hing ¢ xa, nhung ca 50 thu gui
di, t61 chi nhan dwoc duy-nhat mot buu-thiép in
san cau tra 101, dai khai 14 “Hang da nhan dugc
thu xin vi€c cua ong, s€ luu lai hd-so va tiép-
xic voi ong khi c6 nhu-cau”. Chinh hing
Santa Fe nay, 10 thang sau kéu tdi lai phong-
van, cho viéc va t6i lam viéc cho héng hon 10
nam, 1976-1986 va la hing tra luong bong tot
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nhat, xép ta-té va hao- phéng nhét trong sudt
su-nghiép lam cdng cua toi, tlec rang nam 1986
hang bi ban qua ban lai may lan cho dén khi
rach buom nhu cai mén, nhung d6 lai la cau
chuyén khac.

Khoang 5 tudn sau khi dinh-cu, t6i tim
duogc mot viée trén bang yét-thi cua van-phong
EDD ma tdi nghi la t6i lam dugc : hdng Given
International & Compton cAn mot hoa-vién co-
khi, tra 950 $/thang, mot sb lwong khd thom
thoi béy gi0 cho mot tay ti-nan vua dén My
(Mot chung-cu hai phong ngu & Norwalk thoi
bay gio 1a 160 $, bay gio khoang hon 1.000 $).
T6i dién tén vao phiéu, bo vao cai rd roi phap
phdng ngdi doi. Nam phut sau, mot anh cong-
chirec da mau tén John goi tén tdi, moi vao van-
phong ciia anh, dong cira lai, phong-vén t6i qua
loa rdi quay dién-thoai cho hing Given
International. N&i qua ndi lai v&i bén kia vai
cau, John hoi t61 :

— Ho mudn biét anh c6 kinh-nghiém vé v&
may bay hay hoa-tién khong ?

T6i that-vong tra 10i :

— Khong, tdi chi v€ co-phan may moc thoi !

John tra 1oi phia bén kia nhu vay. Bén kia
ndi gi do, John hoi lai toi :

— Ho muén biét anh da c6 bao gio 1am cho

Mc Donald Douglas, Boeing, Hughes,
Northrop hay Rockwell chua ?
Toitra loi :

— Khong, t6i chua hé bao gio 1am cho cac
héng trén.

John lai tra loi phia bén kia nhu vay. Ho
bao John :

— Gui anh ta lai day !

Sau nay t6i moi hiéu : chién-tranh Viét-
Nam vira chim dut, theo bio Los Angeles
Times, cac hdng ché may bay, hoa-tién sa thai
45 nghin cdng-nhdn mot luot. Hang Given
International ndy muén tim hoa-vién vé& co-
phan may tién, ho khong mudn thué nguoi co
kinh-nghiém vé hang-khong, vé may bay va vé
hoa-tién !

John nhdn vai, khéng biét anh ngac-nhién
hay thit-vong, anh ldy to gidy ghi tén ong
truong phong nhan-vién, dia-chi va s dién-
thoai hdng Given va chi duong cho t6i :

— Anh di thing Pioneer Blvd, téi freeway
91, di 91 O¢ét. Ech-zit dai 16 Santa Fe, queo
trai, di thém ba hodc bon blocks, hang ¢ bén tay
phai. Nh& dén trudc hai gio chidu. Gut lic ! ...
Ma anh c6 xe khong ?

Khi tdi noi t6i khong co xe, toi s& di bang
xe bus thi t6i ¢d thé doc duoc su that-vong hay
chan nan cung cuc trén mat anh chang John.
Anh ta lay tay bung mit, suy nghi mot chut r01
m& cubn dién-thoai nién-giam, 10i huai tim...
ghi mot sb dién-thoai 1én d6, dua cho toi :

— Anh khong thé nao dén dé bang xe bus
dugc dau. Néu anh khong lai duoc, hoic lai
tré, dién-thoai cho ong trudng phong nhan-
vién, cho ong b1et Néu anh gdp rac roi hoac
nguy-hiém, kéu sd nay, day l1a so dién-thoai so
canh-sét thanh phé Compton !

Thoi d6 t6i méi chan w6t chan rao dén ving
nay, dau co biét dén cai “oai danh khiép-dam”
cia thanh phd Compton nén coi cai tén
Compton nhu pha. Téi cam on anh John rdi
budc ra, nhung ciing con Kip thdy cai nhin nira
nhu thuong hai, nta nhu thét-V(_)ng cua anh.
Anh chic t6i mot lan nita “Gut lac”... rdi lac
dau !

Roi t6i ciing dén dwoc hing Given bing xe
bus, dung boong hai gid chiéu. Sau khi néi
chuyén qua loa véi Ong truong phong nhan-
vién, dng dan t6i 1én lau giao cho ong ky-su
truong tén Frank Cinadr (t6i khong viét sai tén
ctia 6ng ta dau !). Ong nay sau khi doc resumé
cua toi, budng xudng ban, ngira ngudi ra lung
ghé, nhin tdi cudi cudi :

— Kinh-nghiém cua anh vé& nganh ndy ngin
quéa, anh lai chuyén nganh vé xay cat ky-nghé
nang. T¢ hon nira, anh lai khong cé chut kinh-
nghiém dia-phuong nao ca! Anh nghi sao?

— T6i hoc 4 nam vé ky-nghé co-khi, toi co 4
nam kinh-nghiém lam viéc, th(n-glan tuy ngan
nhung t6i 1am nhiéu thtr, nhiu loai... Xay cét
k§-nghé nang chi 1a cong viéc tam thoi cia toi,
néu co dip 1am vé k§-nghé co-khi, toi trg lai
ngay (diéu nay toi... phia !). Néu ong cho t6i
bat ctr mot co-phan roi nao d6 trong xudng véi
mot dung-cu do-luong that chinh xéc, to1 s&
bién n6 thanh hoa-dd trong khong bao lau !
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— T6i khen cho long tu tin ctia anh, nhung
lam vay t6n thi gio qua, dé to6i cho anh 1am thir
cai g| glan—d1 hon !

Ong dan t6i sang phong hoa- do gap ong
truong phong tén Meads, d4 gia, Xxam x€o Véi
nhau gi do; ong Meads m& ngan kéo 16i ra hai
t& hoa-dd khd nho ¢ 11x17” sira xanh sira do,
bao t6i theo do6 swra chtra Ién ban chinh. Viéc
do6 toi lam xong trong vong 15 phdt, in rdi dua
cho 6ng trudng phong, 6ng nay dua cho Ong
k§-su truong. Ong Frank bao toi :

— Céi nay gian di qua ! Anh c6 thé tro lai
day 9 gid sang mai khong ? Toi s€ nghi ra cai
gi kho hon dé thir anh.

Sang hdm sau toi trinh-dién Ong trudng
phong hoa-dd luc 9 gio. Ong cho t6i t& hoa-dd
to, D-size, ciing stra xanh stra do, nhung phai
V& thém vao ba bon hinh V& nira va din i cb
gang hoan tat trude 5 gio chiéu. Nhung 11 gioy
tra t6i dd lam xong, in Mot ban, dua cho 6ng
truong phong, con 1& phép chi cho ong thiy c6
hai noi t6i biét 1a sai, ma t6i chi dam néi véi
ong la “Toi ngh1 co dleu gi khong 6n”. Ong lat
hd so cii ra kiém lai, rdi bao 1a t6i dung. Toi
sua lai theo 6ng, in ban khac trao lai cho ong,
ong dua 6ng ky-su truong Frank xem, hai 6ng
Xam xe0 VOi nhau mot chat. Ong ki-su truong
goi t0i vao van-phong ong, dong cura lai roi
nghiém sic mit :

— Anh kha hon t6i nghi, tuy nhién, 50% t0i
muon muén anh, 50% khong. Dé t6i suy nghi
lai rdi s& dién-thoai cho anh sau !

T6i cam on ong da cho ti mot co-hoi, roi
tho thoi han-hoan (!) ra vé. Day 12 lan dau tién
trong doi, t6i duwoc phong-van khi di xin viéc
trén dat My, tuy chua ra ng6 ra khoai gi, nhung
t6i thira biét rang cau noi trén cua dng c6 nghia
la “Vé di, toi khéng mudén muén anh” !

An phan, hoi budn nhung 10ng khéng mot
chut cay déng, toi tha bd doc duong Santa Fe,
qua dudi freeway 91, limg thimg di cho dén khi
gap dai 10 Compton, téi chd xe bus veé
Norwalk, lai con tat qua tiém sach cl ¢
Norwalk xem mot hdi rdi méi vé nha. Via
budc vao nha, nha téi noi :

— Ong Frank & Given kéu lai hoi anh dau,
em n6i anh di anh-teec-viu & Compton, dng noi
anh vé luc 11 gio rdi, em néi chic anh con dang

di xe buyt. Ong hoi thé anh khong c6 xe a?
Em noi khéng. Ong néi 6ng quyét-dinh muén
anh, bao anh sang mai di lam !

T6i that tinh ngac nhién, voi vang cudc bd
xuéng dao-tao Norwalk mua mé dung-cu vé
hoa- d6 (hém éy 1a chiéu thir Ba, may ma thoi
ay & dao-tao ¢d tiém ban dung-cu ky-thuat), hét
khoang 75 $ bac mit. Day 1a mot sy dau-tu
sdng gia vi tdi dung mé dung-cu nay hanh
nghé, kiém tién nuoi ban than va gia-dinh, mua
xe, mua nha, mua may anh, di du-lich day do...
cho dén khi toi vé huu nam 2004, tinh ra la sau
29 niam, mé dung-Cu ndy van con & trong tinh-
trang tot !

Sang hom sau, tha Tu 5-11-1975, tdi co
mat tai tram xe buyt & Norwalk trudc 5 gio
sang. Dung 5 gid sang xe buyt tdi, chay ca rich
ca tang khoang hai tleng rudi, téi Compton, toi
Xuong xe, vira 161 by gan nhu chay, 8 gio toi
cling dén so. Trinh-dién phong hoa- -dd, ong
Meads, truong phong hoa 66 cho biét : 6ng
Frank noi toi khong co xe, ong ¢ Baldwin Park,
ong noi néu toi c6 mat ¢ giao-diém 605 va
Florence Ave ¢ Santa Fe Springs lic 7 gio
séng, 6ng s€ cho tdi ca- pun di lam. Mumng hét
I6n, t6i ctr y ké thi-hanh. Dén ngdy lanh lwong,
t6i dua 6ng 50 $, goi la tién xang nhot, ong
khéng nhan, noi 1a giit ldy d& danh mua qua
Giang-sinh cho con!

Viéc 1am thyc ra dé dang, khong cé gi dang
néi. Thiy t6i 1am can than, 1am nhanh va chi
dep, hai ngay sau khi nhan viéc, 6ng truong
phong bao t6i mdi ngay lam hai gio OT, nhung
ong khong lam, nhu vay c6 nghia 1a tdi khéng
c6 xe vé. Tan s, xe buyt truc-tiép tir Compton
vé Norwalk khong con, tdi phai di xe buyt tir
Compton téi dao-tao Eo-E, xong lay xe buyt
tdc-hanh vé Santa Ana, nira dudng xe ngimng &
Norwalk, xe buyt Norwalk ciing khong con, toi
phai cudc bo tir dao-tao vé& nha, dén nha 1a 9
rudi d8m ! Tuan sau, ong bao toi lam ca ngdy
thir Bay, nhu vdy c6 nghia 1a sang som thir Bay
t6i phai cudc bo tir nhda toi gan dao-tao
Norwalk, [én xe buyt s di dao-tao Eo- E (LA,
tir dao-tao Eo-E liy xe buyt di Compton, cudc
bo mot hodi tdi so, chiéu tan sé di nguoc lai 10-
trinh vé nha, lai 9 rudi dém. Troi California,
thang 11 va thang 12, séng sém va t6i mit di bo
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ngoai du:orng, 40 lanh thi dai khai, lanh thau
xuwong, thau tiy, ring danh lap cap ! Biét 12
cuc, nhung biét than-phan FOB (fresh off the
boat !), danh chiu tran thoi !

Trong so, toi ngdi ngay canh ong trudng
phong, ban t6i chi c6 4 nguoi, tuy la trudng
phong, 6ng ciing van phdi cay nhu dam ngudi
pham ching tdi. Ong cho tdi biét, hdng Given
nidy muon tién cta nha bang Crocker, nhap-
cang may tién tir Au chau vé, sira d6i dé chay
NC (numerical control). Vi hét chién-tranh
Vigt-Nam, may tién khong ban dugc nén nha
bang nim quyén quan-tri, thué Frank Cinadr,
6ng ky-sur truong, tir Michigan xudng dé chinh-
dbn lai. Toi clng Mot ngudi nita duge thué
lam dé chinh lai hd-so ky-thuat cua cac may ci,
ddng-thoi tung ra mot kiéu may méi tan-tién,
dd chinh-xdc cao hon, nhdm chiém lai thi-
truong. Ong ciing héi toi & Viét-Nam 1am g,
t6i ddu nhem viéc lam d6-4n cau, dudng, phi-
truong, doanh-trai... chi k& nhimng cong viéc
thoi dau thap-nién 60 toi lam cho hdng Phap
ASAM (Aux Sept Ateliers de Mécanique) ¢
Sai-Gon nhu tham-dy 1am nhiing thanh-phan
chuyén-van va ché-bién cao-su cho Plantation
des Terre Rouges, Labbé, Liandrat... cho cdng-
ty gidy Cogivina, cho nha may duong Hiép-
Hoa, cho hadng ché-bién ca-phé Rossi & Ban-
Meé-Thuot...

Nho 1am OT lién mién, cai chéch cta toi
map han 1én, ciing bé nhimg ngdy thic khua
day sém. Toi vira chan wdt chan rdo dén day
(dung 1a FOB 1), can dui moi thw, rat can tién va
can mot cai xe. Lam duwoc mot thang 12 ngdy,
mot tudn 18 trudc Giang-Sinh nam 1975, hing
bat thinh linh dong ctra. S6 1a nha bing
Crocker d6i ¥, khong mudn tudn tién ra cho
hang Given chinh-d6n nira, ho liy hét may xiét

no, rdi dem ban ddu gia. 120 cong-nhan thét-
nghi¢p. DI nhién Ia t6i nam trong s6 do, dng
Meads truong phong cing chung so phan.
Chiéu hém dé, tan so, dem thé ra vao cong tra
cd thu-ky Van-phong c6 nhan liy, ném Vao
mét thung glay (t61 thiy day mot thung) roi
trao cho cai chéch chot. Trén dudng vé, 6ng
Meads bao toi :

— T6i that-nghiép nhiéu 1an rdi nén quen di,
khéng budn phién gi ca. Chu may mai 1am céi
giép dau tién lai bi that-nghiép nhu thé ndy nén
d& mat tinh-than Idm ! Khong sao dau, mai mdt
di khai tién that-nghiép di, en-gioi cai Giang-
sinh, thang Giéng di tim viéc khac. That-
nghiép vai lan rdi chu may ciing quen di, khong
budn nira !

Ong cho t6i vé giao-diém 605 va Florence
Ave ¢ thanh phd Santa Fe Springs, Vo vai toi
noi vai 1oi khich-I¢, tha toi xudng rdi noi “Git-
lac 1”.

Thir Hai, t6i di khai linh phy-cap tht-
nghiép, nhd 1am nhidu OT, toi dat diéu-kién
“ba thang vira qua, lgi tirc trén ngan rudi”, toi
duogc 14nh tién that-nghiép, khoang 160 $ mot
tuan. Toi ghé lai van-phong EDD dé tim viéc,
bang céo-thi tréng tron: khong hdng so nao
mudn nguoi khi nam cung thang tan !

HO6m Giang-sinh, 6ng Meads cho con 6ng
lai xe xudng Norwalk chd ca nha tdi lén nha
ong en-gioi I& Giang-sinh, hat may bai vé
Glang -sinh, trong d6 c6 bai khoi dau bang cau
“R6 16 10...”, dng cho qua chung toi va cac
chau nho, ching toi biéu ong chai Cognac.
Théng sau, t6i mua duoc cai xe dau tién trén
dat My (gia 100 ddng !), lai xe 1&n Baldwin
Park tham ong thi éng dd don di dau do, khdng
dé lai dia-chi. Nguoi & tai nha 6ng la nguoi
mai toi thué, khong biét ong 1a ai. Toi vé viét
thu 1én dia-chi cii ctia 6ng hy-vong buu-dién s€
chuyén toi dia-chi méi ciia 6ng, nhung thu bi
tra lai, ong khong khai dia-chi méi dé chuyén
thy. To6i mat lién-lac v6i ong hoan toan. Téi
nay tdi van con cam-kich trudc long tét cua
6ng va biét on ong.

T6i huong 18 Giang-sinh dau tién trén dat
My trong ndi budn that-nghiép, thém tinh-than
bat 6n, lo ngai cho twong-lai, khéng biét ra
Giéng s¢ ra sao...
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Lam viée cho hdng DMJM

Sau I8 Giang-sinh, sau Tét Tay, ngay 16-1-
1976 to61 xin duoc viéc khac, structural drafter
cho hang DMJM, goi tit 1a Dim-Jim. Hang nay
trudc kia cd chi-nhanh tai Viét-Nam, trén
duong Yén-bo, Sai Gon. Khi hang dugc chon
dé huéng-dan cach 1am d6-an duong va xa-1o
tai cuc Cong-Binh QDVNCH tai Pha-Tho, t6i
d4 tung 1am trong ban giang-huan, dong-thoi 1a
truong phong hoa-dd cia DMJIM tai Cuc Cong-
Binh. Nim 1972 t6i nghi 1am, theo 16i du db
cua Ong ky-su truong cua hang Quinton-
Budlong la Greg Chenaur, ra chung véi ong mo
hang lam d6-an... roi sau do dung ra mot minh
lap van-phong Ky—su: Cb-van “The Viet-My
Corporation”.

Vay ma khi dén hing ¢ Wilshire Blvd, dao-
tao Los Angeles cho 6ng ky-su trudng Jack
Meadville anh-tegc-viu, 6ng nay tinh tinh c6 ve
khé chiu... Ong ta ché t6i khdng c6 kinh-
nghiém dia-phuong, ong hoi toi c6 biét gi vé
AISC, vé AIC, vé UBC, vé A-mé-ri-can Si-
tang-da... toi tra 101 co cai co, co cai khong, va
t6i cling noi dé ong biét 1a tdi chi xin 1am hoa-
vién, nhiéu diéu 6ng ta hoi khong lién-quan gi
dén chirc-vu cua t6i. Toi n6i thém :

— Thua o6ng, t6i da tung la trudng phong
hoa-d6 cia DMIM tai Viét-Nam !

Ong van nguoc lai toi :

— Ali biét chuyén d6 ?

— Ong Martin, pho giam- -d6¢c cua Pim-
Jim, trude kia 6ng 13 Giam-déc dd-an
tai Viét-Nam.

— Puoc, t6i s& chéch véi 6ng Martin rdi kéu

anh sau !

HOm sau 6ng ta kéu lai toi, 6p-pho tdi 6.40
$ /gio (1.100 $ /thang). Anh ban cung di véi
t0i, 6ng ta chi tra 2.80 $/gio (485 $ /thang), vi
anh ta cling nhu t6i, khong c6 kinh-nghiém dia-
phuong ! Thoi by gio lwvong tbi-thiéu 1a 2.10
$/gio; anh ban t6i du dad c6 viéc lam ¢ noi khac
cao lwong hon (nhung khong phai 1a vé& do-an,
ky-thuat) cling budc phai nhan cong viéc nay
hau c6 kinh-nghiém dia-phuong vé k§-thuat
VGi nguoi ta; miy thang sau, thdy anh ta 1am
dugc, ma con lam gioi nita 1a khéc, ho tang
luong cho anh ngay.

T6i di lam, nhung khong phai ¢ van-phong
chinh, ma DMJM gt t6i xubng 1am tai vin-
phong phu & El Segundo, gan phi-trudng Los
Angeles. Cong viéc 1a lam dd-4an xay cit King
Khalid Military Academy tai Saudi Arabia.
Téam thang sau hét viéc, hang trim chuyén-vién
bi lay-6p, nhung t6i duoc giir lai, giri vé vin-
phong chinh ¢ Wilshire Blvd, dao-tao Los
Angeles 1am thém mot thang nita... Roi van-
phong chinh ciing can viéc.

T6i biét ngdy tan-sd chic ciing khong xa,
dao dac nhin quanh nhung khong thiy c6 viéc
gi...

(Pon doc ky sau: Toi lam viéc tai Santa Fe

Engineering).

Tho
Vinh nim tudi 72

Tan- Muii ndm tuéi, van thong dong,
Sinh Nhdt bay hai, tw nhi l0ng.

Xa lanh cugc doi mo danh loi,

Kiém vé noi chon méng sdc khong.

Qué cii gio ddy ven noi 10ng.

Cha gia Cdi hac da sang dong.

Vo chong téc bac, dong twong kinh,
Con ch&u sum vay, dat wéc mong.

Tran si Huan
Oxnard 28-10-2003

Mirng sinh nhat 72

Chuc ming Anh vira chan bay hai,
Mai méi truong Xudn, méng woc dai...
Bang hitu, gia dinh ludn gcn bo,

Long son mét tam chang hé phai.

Pat mede xa voi van ngéng tréng,
Tron cau Hiéu dao khdc ghi 1ong.
Tdam tu nuoi duong finh nhan ai,
Tri dikc trao doi mai séng trong.

Tran ba Thuy
30-10-2003



