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Trinh Hao Tam

Paris co gi la khong em?

Mai anh vé em c6 con ngoan
Miia Xudn hoa & vieong ddy ngé
Em c6 tim anh trong canh chim?
(Nguyén Sa)

Paris, London, Venise, Rome... la nhiing dia
danh nghe rit quen thudc nhung t6i chua bao
gid mot 1an dit chan toi va van midi mang giic
mo ngdy nao dén d6 dé nhin thdy thap Eiffel
Paris, nghe tiéng dong hd Big Ben London, ngdi
thuyén Gondola trén song nudc Venice va cham
tay vao dén thanh Phé R6 & Rome.

Ngay 2 Thang Nam nam 2008 gidc mo du
lich Tay Au 4p u bay lau da tro thanh sy that khi
3 ngudi ching t6i (hai vo chdng va dira con gai)
dat chan dén London.
Chung t6i da tham du
Tour du lich Scenic
Europe do héng Trafalgar
to chirc. Chuyen di 15
ngay qua 6 quoc gia: Anh,
Bi, Ptrc, Thuy Si, Y va
Phap. Chuong trinh dau
tién té1 London & 2 ngay,
sau d6 di pha qua eo bién
English Channel rdi thang
to1 Brussels (Bi). Hom sau
qua Pirc viéng nha thy ¢d
¢ Cologne, du ngoan trén
song Rhein va xem théc
Rhein Falls. Nhirng ngay
sau do s€ 1én vung nli cao
Lucern (Thuy Si), xudi
Nam xubng Y Dai Loi dé
dén thanh phd kinh dao
Venice. Téi Rome viéng

Atomium — Biéu tuong clia Bruxelle B1)

Toéa Thanh Vatican, qua tiéu vuong quic
Monaco, dung chan tai Nice (Phap) 2 ngay va
ngdi xe dién tdc hanh TGV tir Lyon dén Paris.
O kinh d6 anh sang Paris hai dém trudc khi tro
vé Los Angeles. Chuyén di tuy voi vd c6 tinh
cach cdi ngua xem hoa nhung lai c6 nhitng bat
ngd tha vi nhu gip nhidu dong huong ngudi
Viét va khi ghé lai Nice 2 dém t6i da tim tham
dugc nguoi thim rudt (vo cua chu toi) sau 43
nam khéng gap. Tuy ¢ Paris chi c6 2 ngay
nhung x6ng xao lidu minh ding xe dién ngam
Métro nén di 1én thap Eiffel, di bo 1én doi
Montmartre nhin xuéng Paris lép lanh anh dén
trong budi hoang hon, viéng nha thd Notre
Dame de Paris, xem bao tang Louvre va tdi
quan 13 an phd Mui trong khu thuong mai Viét
Nam.
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Tb6i da timg tham du nhitng chuyén di cua
cac hang du lich Viét Nam, Trung Hoa, My va
buc nhung chua bao gio thr véi hang nguoi
Anh. Hang Trafalgar tru s¢ chinh & London
(gan ga Victoria) nhung c6 chi nhanh 1a
building rat 16n & sé 801 East Katella Ave.
Anaheim California 92805 dién thoai la 1-800-
854-0103. Nhitng ngudi mua Tour & xa chi can
lién lac qua website www.trafalgar.com va tra
tién béng credit card qua di¢n thoai la du.
Nhung vi mudn gidp mit cho chic an lai khong
xa nha t6i nén khi tra tién t6i hen va t6i dia chi
néi trén & gan Disneyland. Trong website clia
Trafalgar c6 chwong trinh va hinh anh day du

Venise tho mong trit tinh 1 noi chuyén du hanh s& ghé qua

cac Tour du lich khip thé gigi nhung theo toi
thiy hing nay chuyén mon cac Tour du lich Au
Chéau. Khéch san sang trong & ngay trung tam
thanh phé (hing ciing c6 nhitng Tour Au Chau
ré hon thi khach san kém hon), bao cac bra an
hoi it va toan 1a dd Tay, dwa di thim cac danh
thang ciing tam ddy du nhung ho chu trong kiém
thém tién bang cach chiéu du tham du cac
Optional Tour phai tra tién thém. T6i khong
tham du cac Tour nhiém y nay ma danh thoi gio
di choi riéng, tu do, thoai mai lai tiét kiém rat
nhiéu. Thi du nhu & Paris néu mua thém
Optional Tour di xem 2 vién bdo tang Louvre va
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Versailles phai tra 1a 100 Euro (150 USD) mdi
ngudi ma di 2 noi chi ¢6 4 tiéng dong hd khong
tham vao dau. To6i dung xe dién ngam (gia vé
5.6 Euro mdt ngay) di xem bdo tang Louvre chi
phai mua vé 9 Euro mic tinh ma ngidm Mona
Lisa, Venus bao lau cling dugc con Versailles vi
cach Paris kha xa (20 km) nén hen lan sau.

Chuén bj hanh trang

Hang Trafalgar ndi ring xe buyt (coach)
khong dii chd dé hanh 1y nén mdi nguoi chi
duoc mang theo mot va ly 1on khong nang qua
50 pounds (23 kg) va kich thuéc khong hon
30x18x10 inches. Néu mang moén thtr hai hay
mdt moén qud  kich
thuéc mdi ngay phai
trd thém 5 USD. Hanh
ly xach tay (carry-on)
mdi ngudi cling chi
mdt moén voi Kich
thude co thé dé duge
trong hoc ta phia trén
ghé ngdi trén phi co
hay xe buyt. Trong
hanh 1y xach tay nay
t6i dé gidy to quan
trong nhu passport, vé
may bay (nhitng ai
dung eticket khong can
vé may bay), visa
(quéc tich My di Au
Chéu khong can Visa),
credit card, thé rut tién
ngan hang (th¢ ATM &
My c6 thé rat tién &
Au Chau nhung phai goi bao trudc cho ngin
hang minh biét), tién mit (tu trang quy gia nén
dé & nha), thudc men, dd vé sinh, trang diém
(cho phu nir). Ciing cdn mang theo vai by quan
4o dé dé phong truong hop va ly 1on goi may
bay bi thét lac.

Dbi voi toi thich chup hinh con phai mang
theo vai may anh, memory sticks, batteries, dd
sat batteries (khong mang theo laptop computer
vi ndi mang Wi Fi & hotel gia c6 khi tinh phut
rt cao, can check email hay doc tin tic cic béo
Viét nglr thi vao cac tiém Café¢ Internet). Néu
can goi dién thoai khong nén goi & trong Hotel
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hay xai Cellphone vi gia rat dit ma nén goi &
tram dién thoai céng cong. Mua telephone card
¢ cac tiém ngoai duong cling rat may rii nhiéu
khi tra rAt nhiéu tién ma chi goi dugc 10, 15
phut!

Cach tiét kiém khi du lich Au Chau

Vé Tour Scenic Europe ma chung toi tham
du, chuong trinh 15 ngay nhung that ra chi ngu
13 dém ¢ khéch san, 2 dém con lai thi lo Iung
gilta tang mdy. Mdi ngdy an sang buffet tai
khach san va toan chuyén di Tour chi cung cap
6 bita an t6i (4 & khach san va 2 & nha hang tai
Nice va Paris) trong
khi cac Tour do céac
hang Viét Nam hay
nguoi Hoa to chuc
thi bao hét tit ca cac
bira an tdi, thay doi
thuc don c6 com
Tay, com Tau lai c6
khi con c6 canh chua
ca kho t0 (nhu AV
Travel). Thoit ky
kinh t& kho khan,
xing va thyc pham
lén gia, dong d6 la
My mat gia trong
khi déng Euro thi lai
lén (1.5 USD méi
db6i dugc 1 Euro).
Tap chi du lich
khuyén khong nén
dén nhimmg qubc gia
xai doéng Euro. Pi
Au Chau luc nay chang khac nao quing tién qua
ctra s6! Nhung doi cho d6 la phuc hdi gia tri thi
dén bao gio? Khong di thi khong dugce! Nguoi
ta thudong noi “Khéo an thi no, khéo co thi 4m”
chung t6i phai nghi cach “khic phuc”. Mubn tiét
kiém thi phai tinh toan: vo t6i mang theo gin
ntra va li @6 dn nao 1a mi ly, chao to, phd goi,
oatmeal, ca rdt, trai cady kho, thit cha bong
(rudc), miy boc banh phong tom, mit me, mut
glng, vai cai banh chung nho, mdt don cha lya
va toi thi lo kiém mua binh ndu nudc sbi va nén
nhé Au Chau dung dién thé 220 Volts, chiu
cam dién 2 chau tron nén phai dem theo cai doi

Ghé doi Monmartre — Paris xem céac hoa si v€ truyén than
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dién thé va adaptor bién 2 chéu dep cua My
thanh 2 chiu tron. O London lai xai 3 chiu dep
to t6 bé ma toi lai quén mang theo céi adaptor
d6 nhung may la khach san London c6 san binh
niu nudc 501 dé pha ca phé nén thay vi pha ca
phé toi lai nau mi goi! Au Chau céi gi cing rat
dat do, lon Coca Cola phai 2 Euro (3 USD), ly
ca phé 6 USD, khtic banh mi Sandwich 10 USD,
an trua phai ton 16i 25 USD va an t6i khong co
rugu vang hay bia gia choét cling 1a 30 Euro coi
nhu di dong 45 d6 la tién My mdi nguoi! Chung
t6i “khdc phuc” dé du lich trong thoi ky kho
khin bang cach dn sang tai khach san (theo 16i

Buffet), phai an cho no va thu theo cai
Sandwich hay trai cay. Trua xe buyt Tour du
lich thuong ghé cac tram xdng dé an trua. Noi
day c6 quan ca phé, fast food, tiém tap hoa doi
khi c6 thém nha hang nita. Chiing t61 vao quan
fast food mua ca phé, xa lach (t6 16n) va an
sandwiches mang theo nén ciing khong tn kém
nhiéu lim! Bira t6i néu khong can thiét phai in
bén ngoal ‘hay ngan ) Tay, banh mi thi dun
nude sdi nu mi goi, chao goi mang theo rat hop
khau vi lai tiét kiém rat nhiéu. Nude trong voi &
Au Chéu (trir Y Dai Loi khong miy bao dam)
déu vé sinh udng duoc tuy nhién hoi “cimg” va
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c6 mui hoa chat Cloride. Néu mua nudc trong
chai nén mua chai 16n 1 lit (gia thuong 1 Euro)
hodc 2 lit. Str dung nha vé sinh & Au Chau lai
phai tra tién, thuong thi 30, 50 cents c¢6 noi
chém t&i 1 Euro (nhu ¢ Venice bén Y) con
khong thi vao quan ca phé mua 1 tach ca phé
tén khoang 1, 2 Euro (& gan Toa Thanh Vatican
1a 5 Euro) dé sir dung phong vé sinh.

Tir Los Angeles dén London

Chin gio sang ngay 1 Thang Nam 2008 anh
Mén Taxi (c6 ding trong Rao Vit bao Nguoi
Vi¢t) dung xe Sienna 2008 dua chung téi vao
phi truong LAX. Anh ta nhuan nhuyén tay 14i,
khi luu théng bi “tic ach” 13 anh r& ra duong
khac, nén duong nao ciing dén... LAX. Anh ta
lai thudc long hing may bay nio nim &
Terminal ndo nén dén trang phoc khong bao gio
tré gio. Chung t6i khoi hanh bang chuyén bay
United Airlines 934 cat canh luc 13 gid 26 phit
va dy tro ddp xubng phi truong Heathrow &
London (ky hi¢u LHR) lac 7 gio 55 sang ngay
hoém sau. London di trudc Los Angeles 8 tiéng
ddng hd nén thoi gian bay mat khoang 10 tiéng
30 phat. Phi co bay 1a chiéc Boeing 777 mdi
hang 9 ghé voi 2 16i di chd duoc t6i da 368 hanh
khach, trén chuyén bay dugc phuc vu 2 bira n
trua va sang. Cac hang may bay A Chéu cac nir
tiép vién phi hanh déu tre trung xinh dep trong
khi United Airlines nir tiép vién déu 16n tudi, co
ba chéc trén 55 toc bac pho nhung cung cich
phuc vu cling vui vé mém mong véi hanh
khach.

Trén may bay t6i ngdi canh cip vo chong
cao nién nguoi Anh ¢ ngoai 6 London, ong
chdng trude kia 1a k¥ su dién va ba vo 1a gido
vién, ca hai déu vé huu va méi theo Tour du lich
cac tiéu bang mién Tay Hoa Ky trén dudng tro
vé. T6i hoi thaim & London nén di choi nhing
noi nao, phé Viét, phd Tau & dau? Mua do an,
thirc uong, trai cay ¢ dau gia re? Ca hai nguoi
deu rat tir té giai thich tuong tan. Cho biét nén
viéng Trafalgar Square vao ban dém rat vui, phd
Viét thi khong biét nhung phé Tau & Soho
Square phia Bic gan d6. Cac cong vién va cac
vién bao tang & London déu vao ty do mién phi.
Hé théng xe dién ngam dé di va gia twong d6i
ré. Mua thyc pham hay tap héa linh tinh nén vao
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hé théng Tesco. Toi cho biét khach san toi & 2
dém 1a Park Plaza County Hall & Waterloo gan
cau Westminster canh bd song Thames. Ong
cho biét dia dlem do ngay trung tam London, di
choi dau ciing rat gan, mua sam an udng gi cling
tién loi. Trén may bay toi thdy vai nguoi doc tai
liéu Tour du lich cua Trafalgar gibng nhu cua
t6i o, toi twdong rang cing Tour voi chung toi
nén lam quen cho c6 ban dong hanh, d& phai b&
ngd. Nhung hoi thit vong tuy ho ciing di Au
Chéau nhung khong cung Tour véi toi!

Theo ddi ban dd phi trinh thdy phi co bay vé
huéng Ngii HbO & bién giéi My-Canada, qua
ving Newfoundland Canada, bing qua eo bién.
Khi ro1 miii Nam ddo Greenland phi co bi
Turbulance din sbc lac lu dir doi, than phi co
kéu ring ric khién t6i lién tuong dén chiéc ghe
vuot bién ndm xua bi song lon cling kéu rang
ric nhu vay. Tiéng tré con trén may bay kéu
khoc hay dua gign trude d6 bay gio déu im bat!
Ciing may chi vai phat sau hién twong dan sdc
giam dan, phi co bay ém 4i binh thuong tro lai.
Phi co bay vao Anh Qudc va huéng vé thu do
London nim & mién Nam vwong qudc nay. Ha
dan cao d6 cho thidy ving binh nguyén phia
dudi cay cdi xanh tuoi, khong biét trong trot hoa
mau gi ma tung thtra rudng vudng vudng cé
nhiing noi ngép nudc. Nha cira phan nhiéu nha
lau mai ngoéi do rat doc nén chép mai nhon dé
tranh tuyét khong dong day, kién tric tiéu biéu
rat Au Chau canh tri nha ctra rat khac biét voi
canh Cali.

Phi co ha canh xubng phi truong Heathrow
lac 8 gio 10 sang Thir Sau 2 Thang Nam 2008
dudi bau troi ngoai 6 phia TAy London nhiéu
may xam. Anh Qudc 1a mot dao qudc nén hoi
nude bién boc 1én bao trim khap noi khién xir
s& nay co biét danh 1a “xur swong mu”. Pay la
lan dau tién toi dat chan dén Anh Quéc va di
thidy canh miy xam, hoi swong bang bac trén
mot ving dat nhiéu mua, cdy cdi hoa 1a mon
mén xanh tuoi.




