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Toi tham-dy vao viéc 1am dd-an khoang
hon 100 cau tai Viét-Nam, chuyén ma bay gio
nghi lai, t6i cam thiy co chit tu-hdo, theo cam
nghi tho-thién cia toi...

S6 1a khoang 1956-1960, hang Capitol
Engineering Corporation van-phong chinh &
tiéu-bang Delaware, bén My, md mot chi-
nhanh tai Sai-Gon, thuc-
hién d6-4n kiéu-16 do
USAID vién-tro cho
Viét-Nam, nhu xa-10
Sai-Gon ~ Bién-Hoa,
qudc-16 19 tir Qui-Nhon
1én Pleiku, quéc—l(f) 21
tu Nha-Trang 1én Ban-

Toi lam
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1am theo CBR bao nhiéu (day la 1an dau tién toi
nghe t6di danh-tr CBR !), cac 16p sub-base,
base, seal coat, tack coat v.v... V& cau, ho
tiéu-chuan-hoa bé dai cac vay ciu (spans), tir
20 ft, 30 ft, 40 ft, 60 ft v.v..., dung loai da bé-
tong duc tai chd, da thép rong mép (wide
flange), (da thép rong mép cd hai loai 1a “san
bé-tong trén da” va “da va san hdén hop
(composite)”, da bé-tong
tién-ap 80 ft (duc tai cong-
truong nti Chau-Théi,
Bién-Hoa, sau nay goi la da
Chau-Thoi); va cling co
mot s6 thiét-dién mau cau
day du ca be day san cau
& bé-tong va cdt st ... Kém

theo 1a méy to hoa—do tiéu

Mg—Thu(_)t v.v... Thoi- A‘

diem d6, van-phong o a“ chda C
Capitol dit tai hang « n A
déng ho Vina, sb 176 Nam 1962 toi nhap-

duong Hai-Ba Trung,
Tan-Dinh. Xong viéc,
hang vé lai My.

Ndm 1961, hang
Capitol tré lai Viét-
Nam, lan nay hang lam
dd-an doanh-trai cho
quan-doi My luc d6 bt
dau sang Viét-Nam.
T6i lam viéc cho hang
Capitol trong giai-doan
2 nay. Mot hom xép toi
can don mot vin-phong
chira day sach vo,
catalogs, ho-so, gidy
to... cua Capitol cli bd
lai, ong bao nhan-vién chung to1 ghe xem, c6 gi
ding duoc thi 1y, néu khong ong ta s€ bo ca
vao thung rac... Toi vao xem, nhat miy cudn
catalogs vé d6 an kién-tric va cubén bao-cao
tong-két cong-tac kiéu-16 ma Capitol da thuc-
hién tai Viét-Nam, trude d6 khong lau.

Trong cubn bao-céo ndy, Capitol trinh bay
quan-diém lap dd-4n cua ho, theo luat AASHO
cia My (thoi d6 chua c6 AASHTO). Vé phén
duong 19, ngoai nhimg bao cdo, nhén xét vé thé
dat tai mot so dia-phuong, la mot s6 thlet dién
mau dudng, gdbm bé rong, d6 dbc, nén duong

Lé Ngoc Minh

ngi, vao binh-ching Cong-
Binh Chién-dau, phuc-vu
tai by Tu-1€nh, dat trong

c “u tf:;}i .Trﬁn-H.ung-D'ao, bo
Tong Tham-muu. Nam

1963, Coéng-binh Kién-tao
va Cong-binh Chién-déu
sat-nhap lam mot va don vé
trai Dao-Duy-Tu, Phu-Tho.
T6i lam trong S¢ Kiéu-19.
Cubi nam 1962 lan dau
tién trong doi to1 v€ mot cai
cdu ma lau qua, t6i quén
mét tén cau. Do 14 cau 3
vay trén quan-khu 2, da sit,
san bé-tong, try dau cau va
tru trung-gian  bé-tdng,
Pay 1a lan dau tién, néu t6i nhé khong lam,
Cong-Binh Viét-Nam bat dau dung da thép
rong mép do My vién-trg. Trude do, néu dung
da sit, ching ta dung da IPN, theo ti€u- chuan
Phap, Xong bd hoa- d6, xép t6i, dai-y Mai-
Kiét- Hu:ng, ky-su cong-chanh, hoi toi ¢6 thé
thém cai phdi-canh (perspective) tru dau cau va
tru trung-gian dugc khong ? Di nhién la duogc.
T6i trinh bay than cdu cat ngang, dudi 13 tru
trung-gian, xa xa 1a tru dau cau. Mau tiéu-1am
noi 1én, toi phang thém may cay réu la da xudi
theo dong nudc chay, thém miy con nghéu, so,
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dc, hén, cua cong... vao day song, lai phia thém
mdy con c4 boi 16 tung ting canh cai tru trung-
gian... Pai-uy Mai-Kiét-Hung xem xong bat
cudi, noéi dua mot cau rdi ky, in, gui di...
Khoang bay tam thang sau, khi t6i khong con
nhd gi vé cai cdu, mot hém mot vi Thiéu-ta to
con, rau hum ham én nghénh ngang budc vao
phong hoa-dd 16n tiéng hoi :

— Anh nao la Lé-Ngoc-Minh dau ? Anh
ha ? Anh v& cai cau XX trén ving 2 d6 ha ?
Anh v cai gi ma khong ai lam duoc !

Ngac-nhién dung thén ra, chua biét noi
sao... toi budc ra léy bd hoa-dd luu-trix, tinh
hoi 6ng xem cai ly do “khéng ai l1am duoc” la
vi dau... Ong Thleu ta to tiéng :

— Bit may con dc, con cua, con ci bo
xubng chan cau 13 né boi di hét, khéng con nao
chiu & xung quanh try cau nhu hoa-do ctia anh
ca...

Roi 6ng cudi, vo vai t6i :

— Noi dua em thoi, hoa-dd dep lim, o
rang, dé hiéu...Cam on em !

Sau d6 to6i moi biét 6ng
1a Thiéu-ta Tran-Van-Bach,
hén-danh 1a Thiéu-t4 Rau,
hodc ong Réu, Lién-doan
trudng Lién-doan 20 Cong-
binh Chién-dau !

S6 1a khi bat dau vé
cAu, t6i m&i chot nhé ra 1a
t6i c6 cudn “Bao-cao Kiéu-
16 cua Capitol Engineering
Corporation”. T6i vé nha
1at ra xem, roi bi-mat theo
cach v€ cua My phang vao
hoa-dd cua ta. Thoi do, tai
Viét-Nam, bd hoa-dd nao
ctia bat cir cong hay tu so
nao ciing c¢6 nhiéu ¢d, Iy-do
gian—di 1a phe ta quen thoi ty-do tir thoi Phép :
xé duge to gidy to thi v& to hoa-dd to, xé dugc
to giéy nho thi v& t& hoa-dd nhé, bd hoa-dd 30
to thi 30 cd khac nhau; khi nhap-ngt, t6i ap-
dung hoa-d6 kiéu My, toan bo hoa-dd chi cé
mot ¢& (bé dai cua to hoa-dd bang chiéu rong
clia cudn gidy in Ozalid), lai con trinh bay kiéu
My (!) c6 thém to bia, nén trong ranh mach,
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sang sta, d& hiéu va dep mat hon... va vi vay né
m&i lot mét xanh cua Thiéu-ta Bach.

Tir @6, t6i dung cudn bao-cao cua Capitol
1am biru-bbi, mdi khi v& cau, t6i lai bi-mat dem
no ra khao-ctru ky-ludng réi bét chudc y chang,
nho vay toi dugc coi la rat “nghé” vé dd-an
cau, dén ndi nhleu khi cac si-quan coO trach-
nhiém 1am d6-an cau dé cho t6i 1am tron do-an
(c6 thé noi 1a Capitol 1am ché khong phai toi 1)
roi sau do ong chi kiém-soat lai. Theo ti dugc
biét, thi chua co cay ciu nao do toi “lam” bi
sap, néu c6 sap chi 1a vi bj ba éng Vi-Xi dem
min dén pha-hoai ma thoi !

Trong s, t6i ngdi gan mot anh ha-si-quan
phu-trach hd-so “Cau Chién-lugc” trén toan-
quoc, c6 nghia la ca 4 Quan-khu, tur Bén- Hai
dén Ca-Mau. Trong cudn hd-so, m01 chiéc cau
chiém mét trang, dai-khai cho biét cau ¢ toa-dod
nao, tén gi, co miy vay, lam bang vat- lidu gi,
trong-tai toi da... Khi nao Vi-Xi pha cau, dia-
phuong béo-cio vé Cuc Cong-binh, bao-céo do

Phong da cau

dua sang S¢ Kiéu-16 va anh ha-si-quan nay co
nhi¢m-vu ghi chi vao dé l1a ngay Vi-Xi pha
hoai, lam hu hai miy vay ciu, vay thir may.
Khi stra xong, dia-phuong lai bao-cao vé Cuc,
anh nay lai ghi tiép vay cau dé sira chita bang
vat-liéu gi, ngay nao v.v... Thuong thuong, vi
nhu-cau giao-thong cap- bach cau pha1 dugc
sira chita cap-toc trong khoang thoi-gian ngan
nhit, dung cau di-chién Eiffel hoic Bailey (cau
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Eiffel hodc Bailey loai gi, dai bao nhiéu, trong-
tai bao nhiéu)... Toi thuong hay 14t hd-so “Cau
Chién-lugc” nay ra xem vi toi théy no ly-tha (!)
va clng vi nhiéu khi khong biét lam gi, xem
cho hét ngay ! Tom lai, toi xem la dé giai tri.
Xem riét, nhiéu cau t6i thudc nam long.

Cudi nam 1967 t6i dugc giai-ngli, Hai
thang sau 13 tran chién Tét Mau-Than nhung
nho t6i1 ¢d trén 5 ndm thdm-nién quan-vy nén
khong phai tai-ngii. Thoi dy toi 1am cho hing
MyV Asia Pac Fargo tai Tan-Dinh, lam nhiing
dd-an cho, truong hoc, bén pha, Quéc-lcf) 4,
Quéc -16 1 va mot sb Lién-tinh-16 tai Ving 3,
Vung 4... cho USAID.

Cudi nim 1968 t6i sang lam cho hing
Quinton-Budlong, van-phong chinh tai Los
Angeles, CA; chi-nhanh Sai-Gon, tai dai-16
Céch-Mang, Phi-Nhuéan. Quinton-Budlong chi
lam dd-an cau ma théi, ky-su truong 1a Greg
Chenaur, phu-t4 1a Charlie Hsu va may vi k§-su
cau, trong d6 co 6ng Garrit Hull va cu Hoang-
Dao-Luogng...

Mot hdm Greg Chenaur di tham-sat mot
dia-diém cau gan Dau Gidy. T6i bén bicu-dién
tri nhd hd-so “Cau Chién-luoc” trude day, bén
bao anh ta, 1a cdu nay do Phép duc tir truéc thé-
chién thir 2, dai-khai “rong 4.8m, gdm ba vay,
moi vay dai 12m, trong -tai t6i- da 18 tan”. Anh
Greg Chenaur cudi cuoi, ghi mAy chi-tiét ba-
lap d6 vao tap gidy ctia anh rdi ra xe di. Sang
hém sau anh ta vao van-phong, budc ngay dén
ban cua t61 ngac-nhién hoi :

- Tai sao anh biét chi-tiét vé& cdy cau nay
nhu vay ?

Mili t6i chic nd bang qua... budi, toi 1iy tay
20 gd vao dau, tra 10i anh ta :

Tat ca cic cau trén toan-qudc déu nim
trong nay !

Anh ta chic ntra tin ntra ngo, phé ra cuoi...
rdi bo di.

M4y tuan sau, trudc khi di thim-sat ba cay
cau trén Qudc-16 11 (dudong Phan- -Rang 1én Da-
Lat), anh ta ghe lai thw t61, hoi tham vé chi- tiét
miy cdy cau Ay. T6i doc cho anh ta, lau lau
nhu thudc long, chi- tiét ting cau anh ta lai ghi
1én tap gidy. MAy hom sau trd vé, anh ta khong
dau dugc su ngac-nhién, lai hoi toi :
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- Tai sao anh biét tuong-tan vé tinh-trang
mdy cdy cau ¢ nhiéu dia-diém nhu vay ?

Tbi giai-thich cho anh ta biét 1a t6i da ting
phuc-vu trong S¢ Kiéu-16, Cuc Coéng-Binh 5
nam, 1 thang 12 ngay... t61 la nguoi thuc sy
nhing tay vao lam nhiing d6-4n cau. Toi con
phia thém la to61 * ‘ndm tron” hd-so “Cau Chién-
luge”, do d6 t6i biét hét (1) v& cAu ! Thuc ra
hdi d6 t6i con tré, chua chia nhiéu b.s. trong
dau nén nhd nhiéu va nhé dai nhu vay, con
ngay nay thi... oh well !

Xay cau ¢ mién Trung

Tur do tré di, anh Greg Chenaur coi t6i nhu
mot tay tin can dugc vé cau, co gi lién-quan
dén Cong-binh Viét-Nam, anh ta déu dén hoi
t61, may lan kéo t6i di hop tai S& Kiéu-16 Cuc
C6ng -Binh vo6i anh ta, d6i khi nho t61 giao viée
va giang giai nhiing khuc mic cia do-an cau
nay, cau no cho may anh ban dong-su cua toi.

Trong ba nam lam viéc tai Quinton, toi
tham-dy 1am khoang 80 — 90 d6-an cau. So di
nhiéu va nhanh nhu vdy boi vi Greg Chenaur
va Charlie Hsu 14 hai kj-su cdu tri-danh, rat
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nhiéu kinh-nghiém. Moi viéc déu tiéu-chudn-
hoa ti da, tir tru dAu cau, tru trung-gian, lan-
can thanh cu, 1& bd-hanh, san ciu v.v... ching
t6i chi can in Sepialar (thoi 4y Sepialar méi ra
doi), stra chira doi chut, hodc ve€ thém chuat dinh
vao la xong mot do- -an cdu mdy chuc tam hoa-
dd; cau nay khac cau kia 1a chi c6 miy tim
hoa-dd vi tri va tong thé va may cay cir d& tru
trung-gian va try dau cau. Moi khi c6 nhimg
kiéu di-zai cAu khac la, t6i muon tap design
computations chay ra in mot ban Xerox, khi
nao ranh, t6i nho cu Hoang-bao-Luong chi cho
biét tai sao ho lai lam thé nay thé no (thoi dy
mdy nha bac-vat con chua
sang-ché ra cai calculator,
ky-su cau con phai dung
thude tinh (slide ruler)
dau da c6 ai biét t6i cai
computer, cai xdp-oe... tron
hay méo, vi Bill Gates hdi
d6 chic con dang mic quan
thing ddy di hoc mau-giao
(1); ca s& co chiéc may tinh
Friden lam tai Thuy—Dién to
bang cai may chir IBM, chi
ban Ké-toan va anh udc
lugng vién su-dung, moi
khi chay kéu xoc xoc xQc
xoc, roi keng, keng nhu
chuong xe dién; mot anh
ky-su cau nguoi Hoa c6 cai
may tinh Curta do Thuy-Si
san-xuat, trong nhu cai cbi
xay ti€u, cao khoiang 4 inches da dugc coi la
van-minh tién-bo 1am r6i !). Nho cy Hoang-
Dao-Lugng chi, dan dan toi biét cach di-zai
cau, di-zai ctr chiu miii hodc cir ma-xat... dé d&
try dau cau hay tru trung-gian... va biét doc ban
béo cao dia chét (Soils Report). Di-nhién dau
c6 ai tin ndi t6i ma dam giao cho toi di-zai cau
! Toi tim hiéu chang qua chi 1 vi to mo ma
thoi.

RoOi Quinton-Budlong dugc USAID giao
cho thiét lap bo hoa-dd mau ciu, dung chung
cho ca Cong-binh VN, Cong-chanh, Cong-binh
My va USAID. Muc dich cia USAID la gian-
di-hoa va tiéu-chuan-héa viéc 1lam do-an cau.
Phan  thuong-ting  kién-trac ciia  ciu

TRANG 53

(superstructure) tir nay tré di khong can phai
tinh toan gi nita, ma 1a ghép 10 da bé-tong tién-
ap dtc tr Chau-Thoi, gdm da Peril-Yee (do
hang Peril-Yee ¢ Hawaii di-zai trudc day, tat ca
déu 1a T-beam, tapered ends), mdi vay dai tir 20
ft, 30 ft, 40 ft, 60 ft va da Chau-Thdi dai 80 ft
(cing la T-beam, nhung square ends), tuy nhu-
cau, phdi- hop mdy vay dai, ngan khac nhau,
sao cho bé dai tong-cong cua cau dai hon bé
rong cua con soéng. Sau d6 dung day cap neo
san cua cac da cau cho chic an, goi 1a post
tensioning. Tru dau cau va tru trung-gian ciing
duogc tiéu-chuin-hoa. That gian-di | Ngudi ky-

Cau xay xong la niém vui cua nguoi ky su cong chanh

su cau chi phai tinh cur cho try dau céu va try
trung-gian va may to hoa- dd vi tri va téng thé
thé 12 xong mot dd-an cau.

Sau cong-tac nay, Cong-Binh My thué
Quinton-Budlong  vao  cuc  Cong-Binh
QDPVNCH td-chtic hai khéa dao-tao chuyén-
vién “Tru-hoach Cau Xa-Lo”. Va toi cling
dugc chon vao ban giang-vién cua hai khoa do,
nim 1971. Coéng-binh VN giri mot sé si-quan
va mot sd ha-si-quan, binh-si tir 4 Quan-khu vé
tham-dyu khoa hoc. Si-quan hoc céach tinh toén,
tru-hoach... ha-si-quan va binh-si hoc cach vé
hoa-do. Huén—luyén viéc tinh-toan, tru-hoach
do Greg Chenaur va Charlie Hsu dam-trach va
t6i phy-trach hudng-dan phan v& hoa-dd cho
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may ong ha-si-quan va binh-si. Thinh-thoang
t6i van bi muon sang lam thong-dich-vién cho
hai vi kj-su cAu ndy dé giup quy vi si-quan
hiéu thdu-dao cac bai hoc hon. Téi van con giir
duoc lién-lac voi vai vi si-quan cua hai khoa
Tru-hoach Cau Xa-Lo nay trén dat My, nhu cac
ong Nguyén Pang Huong, Nguyén Kim Khoét,
Piao Ty Nam, Nguyén Puc Nhuan, Nghiém
Phu Phat...

Sau hai khéa ndy, Quinton-Budlong hét
cong-tac vo1 USAID va gidi-tan van-phong tai
Sai-Gon, trd vé My.
USAID  thu¢é = DMIM
(Daniel, Mann, Johnson &
Mendenhall) vao cuc Cong-
Binh QPVNCH td-chirc hai
khoa “Tru-hoach Xa-L9”,
toi cling dugc hang DMIM
tim va moi vao ban giang-
huin vi qua-khtr kidu-16 va
Cong-binh cua t6i. Nhung
toi khong lam ¢ day lau.

Sau khi gidi-tan
Quinton-Budlong, Greg
Chenaur vé My, thuyét-
phuc dugc 3 hiang My tai-
tro cho anh sang md hang
thiét lap do-an tai Viét-
Nam. Ba thang sau, anh ta
tréd lai Viét-Nam, thué can
nha 138 duong Cong-Ly cta ludt-su Tran Lam
Sanh, nguyén chu-tich Luat-su-doan, ddi-dién
v&i canh phai cua dinh Doc-Lap (nay 1a tiém an
Ngon). Greg du t6i ra chung véi anh ta mé mot
héng thiét 1ap do-an thé 13 t6i bé6 DMJM ra lam
an chung vdi anh ta.

Hbi ndy, nudc My dd vin-minh tién-bo (1),
sang ché ra dugc cai calculator (thoi do goi 1a
may tinh), vi tinh lam an to, t6i nh¢ anh Greg
Chenaur mua gium cai HP-35, céi calculator
tién-bo nhat thoi by gio, 425 dong d6-la xanh
(1), mot sb tién kha 16n thoi dy. Trude khi co
cai calculator, moi khi khai-thac cubn so tric-
dia, t6i van phai lat cubn sach luong-giac day
khoang 5 cm de tim sin, cos, tang, cotang...
phai tra cru cuon log book day khoang mot tac
dé c6 con sb ma cong-tru-nhan-chia... ma
interpolate cho ra s 1¢ (t6i con nhé cudn log
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book ctia Jean Peters, nay ai mudn xem cubn
d6 ra sao chic phai ghé vién Smithsonian &
Washington DC !). Khai-thac xong cudn sb
trac-dja 12 ¢6 md hoi hot va mat vai ba ngay !
Nay nho cai HP-35, cac phep tinh luong-giac,
tim log, cong-tru-nhén-chia phén-s6... chi la
viéc bAm mdy cai nat, ma ciing dugc t01 8 sb
1¢... khoe vo-cung. Toi khoe cai calculator voi
mot vi gido-su & Trung-tam Ky-thuat Phu-Tho,
ong nay con dem hai nguoi ban ghé van-phong
toi dé xem mot vat kho tin nhung c6 that. Cai

” Nhlp cau ndi nhu'ng bo vui

calculator lam dugc nhitng viéc nhu vay ngay
nay chi chung hai chuc bac, nhung thoi d6 da la
mot con quéi-vat khiép-dam 1am roi !

Cong-ty cua t6i va Greg Chenaur, sau sdu
thang lién khong bat duoc viéc tai Viét-Nam,
méy hang bén My cit tai-trg va Greg Chenaur
phai déng cira hang, vé My va khong trd sang
Viét-Nam nita, anh ta hAm-huc 1dm vi anh thich
& Viét-Nam. Vi Greg da tra tién thué nha tron
nam, t6i duoc quyén su-dung Vén-phc‘)ng do
trong 6 thang con lai. Mau tu-1ap noi 1€n, toi di
lanh cong-tac thiét 1ap do an ciia mdy vin-
phong bit dugc cong-tic cua USAID va thué
méy hoa-vién dén lam viéc tai do, khi nao co
nhiéu coéng viéc, t6i moi thém mot s6 ngudi
dén 1am sau gio 1am viéc thong thuong, My goi
12 moon lighting. Cong viéc nhiéu, t6i ban ron
lam viéc t6i-tap.
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Bong mot hom, 6ng Gerrit Hull ghé qua.
Ong nguyén 13 ky-su cdu tai hing Quinton-
Budlong trudc day, sau mot thoi-gian lam tai
Quinton-Budlong, 6ng bi Greg Chenaur ché la
“¢”, sa-thai 6ng. Ong sang 1am cho USAID va
nay ong la Director of Engineering cua USAID,
nguoi quan-tri cac dd-an kiéu-16 cua USAID,
quyén sinh sat, phan-phdi cong-tac cho tit ca
cac hing lam dd-an cau, duong, ké ca hing
Quinton-Budlong, noi ma trudéc day Greg
Chenaur di trét dai sa-thai 6ng. S6 1a t6i hom
doé ong di nhau vé, chan nam da chan xiéu, di
ngang qua van-phong cua toi & 138 Cong-Ly,
khoang 9 gid téi, ding luc t6i dit xe ra vé. Ong
hoi to1 lam gi & day. Toi ndi day la van-phong
clia toi, t6i lam d0-4n cho cac hing thau, va
moi ong vao xem. Thay vin-phong toi trinh
bay c6 vé chuyén-nghiép nhu My (!), c6 12 ban
v&, ong gat gi... thdy may cubn Penthouse trén
ban, 6ng gac chan 1én ban cim 1én xem 1di xin
qua, 6ng nga ngay trén ghé, ngay nhu sim. Toi
md may lanh, dong ctra lai cho 6ng ngu... dan
ba Hai coi nha 1a chimg nao 6éng vé thi mo
cong cho 6ng. My hom sau dng quay lai van-
phong t6i, nho t6i tim mot ky-su cau that gidi,
lam cudn brochure nhu thé nay (6ng dua toi
cubn brochure ctia DMIM) r6i dua lai cho ong,
ong sé& cho t6i cong-tic di-zai truc-tiép, khoi
phai di lanh lai cong-tac ciia may hang khéc.

Mung hét 1on, t6i mdi cu Hoang-bao-
Luong lam ky-su-truong, phy-trach di-zai cau.
Cu la k§-su cong-chanh, nguoi dd qua quen
thudc véi viée di-zai theo tiéu-chuan AASHTO
(khoang 1972, AASHO d6i thanh AASHTO).
Hbi 1956-1959 cu Lugng lam cho Capitol
Engineering (thoi dy t6i chwa quen biét cu), roi
cu lam cho Quinton-Budlong cung thoi voi toi.
Cu d3 v& huu, doi dao vé tai-chanh, nhung cu
van thich lam viéc, ddc-biét 1a do-an cau. Khi
toi mo1i, cu nhan 161 ngay véi nhiéu ngac-nhién,
thich-thi... To6i 1am brochure ndp cho oOng
Gerrit Hull. Tén hang 1a The Viet-My
Corporation. Chi mot tudn sau do, theo 1oi
khuyén-cao (hay chi-thi) ctia 6ng Gerrit Hull,
ong William Keith (ky-su truéng cua
Morrisson-Maierle, tru-s& chinh tai Helena,
Montana c-van Khu 2 Cong-Chanh VNCH,
van-phong dit tai Ba-Lat) ghé tham van-phong
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chung t6i r6i trao cho toi cong-tac di-zai cau
Srépok qua song Ea-Krong, chiéc ciu 16n nhét
thoi d6 trong chuwong-trinh tai-thiét hau-chién
cua Khu 2, trén QL-14 sat ngay phia nam Ban-
Mé-Thuot (khi 1én Ban-Mé-Thudt tham-sat
cau, toi gap lai mot vi si-quan ky-su di ting
qua khoa “Tru-hoach Cau Xa-16” 1a Nguyén-
Dtrc-Nhuan, khi nay da gidi-ngli, lam Trudng
Ty Cong Chanh Ban M¢é Thudt; 6ng NDN hi¢n
nay dang lam cho Cal-Trans tai San
Bernardino, California); r6i di-zai cau Dai-
Quay trén QL-20, cau Ea-Kuang trén ving 2 va
lam dd 4n stra chira mot sd cau linh-tinh khac...
Va chiing t6i ciing bét dugc nhidu cong-tac lam
dd 4n sira chita cac cin-ctr cii cuia My dé
chuyén-giao cho QDPVNCH trong chwong-trinh
Viét-hoa chién-tranh & Bién-Hoa, Long-Binh,
Phan-Rang... Coéng viéc nhiéu, ban mé man...
nhan-vién van-phong 1én t&i khoang 30 nguoi.

Cong viéc ching téi lam tai Viét-My
Corporation rat thoai mai : khi ¢ viéc, ching
t6i cung nhau lam ngay lam dém cho xong, c6
gang 1am cho that t6t dep dé “giir uy-tin” | Khi
khong cé viée, chung to1 “phe” (!) : danh co
tuong, md nhitng pac-ti nho nhod, ca-phé, banh
ngot, thudc 14... va ca nhau nita ! Va cong-tac
1am dd-4n chay ro ro vo cting nhuan nhuyén.

Chung t6i lam nhu vdy cho dén khoang
thang 3-1975, khi Ban-Mé-Thuot that-tha thi
khong con cong-tac méi nira. ROi Morrisson-
Maierle rit lui khoi Da-Lat vé Sai-Gon. Dau
thang 4-1975, t61 guri cai hda-don choét cho
Morrisson-Maierle thi cong-tac hoan toan kiét-
qué. Cong-tac cua USAID cling nhu cong-tac
Viét-héa can kho, t6i cho chuyén-vién nghi gan
hét, ca s& chi con lai méy nguoi thudce thanh-
phan cbt can.

Ngay 22-4-1975 t61 roi Sai-Gon ra Phu-
Quéc, rdi cudi thang 4-1975 di-tan... Su-
nghiép kiu-16 ctia toi coi nhu cham dirt tir d6../.
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