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Khi viét dén phan nay t6i moi nhan ra 13 c6 18
dinh ménh da an bai d€ cho ‘béo’ tir tir trdi vé
cOi géc. ‘L4 rung vé ¢di, nude chay vé nguén’
nho hién tugng boc hoi va may, mua. That vay
phan beéo boc cua téi cling rra. Tu VN qua My
1975, dem ‘chuong’ di danh ¢ cac xit Nam My,
Trung Pong rdi Vién Poéng (1982: Phi Luat
Tan, 1985: Taiwan, 1992 -1995: Indonesia) va
VN (1995 - 1) 1a cir diém cubi cing khép kin
vong di tha hwong ctia con ngudi mét xir me!

Tinh tir 1979 cho dén 1991 t6i di “ta tuc’ & Ai
Cap trén 4 nam rudi. MOt ndm rudi &
Alexandria, trén Ba nam & Cairo con lai & cac
tinh 1¢ nhu El Fayoum, Beni Suef, El Minya, ba
(3) tinh doc theo kénh dao Suez (Suez, Ismailia
va Port Said). Ba vog cua toi thuong noi: “dan
ong nhw anh ma di mot minh o cac noi do danh
chét ciing ¢6 con roi con rét! Mai mot ma c6
di tan khoi nwoc My nhw da tung lam nam 1975
anh tha h6 ma c6 con dé bdo lanh!” Oan ong
Dja, oan thi Kinh cho t6i qua. San phdm ma toi
dé lai chi 1a nhitng nha may nudc, hé thong
cung cip va phat nuéc ma théi. Con chuyén
con roi con rot thi ‘em cha, em cha’ dinh vao
cac co theo dao Hoi thi ctr ké nhu cudc doi tan
vi bay gio ciing khong ai can dung hoan quan
ma di xin viéc! Tinh ra t6i da dé lai tai Ai Cap
6 (sau) nha may nudc udng, hoan chinh mét (1)
nha mdy nudc & Cairo va tham gia vao du an
thiét ké 3 (ba) nha may bién ché nudc cong.
Cac may moc thiét bj mua cho nhitng nha may
nude udng déu do toi xét duyét va chap thuan
trude khi ching dugc dua 1én tau chuyén cho
qua dén noi str dung. Néu tinh thanh tién thi xin
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xin ciing gan hon mot ty My Kim. Trong thoi
gian tr 1979 dén 1991 t6i di vé Ai Cap dém
khong biét bao nhiéu lan va lan cudi cung la
vao nam 1991.

Vao nam 1991 hang t6i phuc vu lai trang thau
cung cip chuyén gia thiét ké va giam sat xay
cat cho hé théng chuyén tai nuéc udng cho
thanh phé Cairo, mot du an do USAID tai tro.
Hinh nhu t61 c6 n6i qua mdt bai trudc day My
vién tro cho Ai Cap dé nudc nay dimg giy han
v6i Israel. Vi vay ma USAID Ai Cép cling 16n
nhu USAID & VN dao nao. Nhu noi trén, hé
thong chuyén tai (primary grid) gdm c6 ong bé-
tong nong thép (PCCP) tién ap (Prestressed
Concrete Cylinder Pipe), cac dai nudc cling l1a
loai bé-tong tién ap. Pung la nghé cua chang vi
day 1a hé thong twong tu nhu hé thong Pong
Nai ma t61 da cé dip phuc vu trudc ngay di tan
4/75. Chac an quéa rodi nhung ai c6 hoc duoc
chit ‘ngd’. Trung tuéng Tong Giam Déc
khong con ¢ Thuy cuc nhung nhimg ngudi
trong dia vi chi huy van con dy va ho con nhé
to1 thoi cuc thinh cia to6i khi con dugc long
Trung tuéng. Rua 1a t6i mic dau day da kha
ning dé gitp ho nhung ho khéng quén mén ng
cii nén t6i bi rét dai! Thé 1a mic dau qua Cairo
an dam & dé gan hai tuan toi phai khin goi tro
vé My. Ket thay, thoi gian nay 1a thoi gian Iraq
Sadam Hussein dang bi thé gi6i 1én an vi xam
chiém Kuwait va 6ng Bush cha (Tong thong
My luc d6) dang dy tri danh Iraq bat Hussein
rit quan vé bén nay bién giéi. Iraq ciing gan
nén hoa tién ban bay diy troi va cac hing may
bay dan sy rét khong dam bay dén Cairo. Rua
13 t6i mudn vé ciing khong vé duoc vi khong co
may bay. Cach duy nhat 1a di xe vé hudng
Tripoli, Libya (luc d6 dang con nam trong danh
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sach cac nuéc dung tang khung bd) rdi Tunis,
Tunisia va bay vé Paris, Phap. Giai phap nay
khong hép din chat nao vi duong bd qua gian
nan va di qua Libya véi thong hanh My 1a diéu
khong dugc lam rua 1a t61 ket ¢ Cairo va tam
trang lic do cing gin nhu luc & Saigon vao
cudi thang Tu 1975. May mot cai la t01 cO ban
dong nghiép & Cairo va
chuyén r0i thanh phd nay chi
la vin & thoi gian. May
thay, bén ngdy sau TWA
tuyén bd s& tam thoi bay qua
Cairo va t6i 1a ngudi dau tién
dén phi trudng Cairo dé quén
di ky niém kinh hoang cua
cudc di tan 1975. Chuyén
bay tir Cairo dén Frankfurt,
Germany khong co gi dang
néi mic dau trong bung toi
cling kha hoi hop clr so hoa
tién dia-khong cua Sadam
Hussein! Khi sip 1én may
bay tir Frankfurt vé My thi t6i méi bi mo “d...’
lan dau tién. S6 1a khi kiém soat Boarding Pass
thi don vi an ninh phi truong biét 1a toi di tir
Cairo qua. Rura 1a khi dén gio 1én may bay, toi
dugc dic biét moi xudng tang dudi lau va nhan
vién an ninh vudt ca than minh t6i dé kham vii
khi. Sau d6 ho vuét kham cai cip gidy cua toi,
tim xem c6 day thr nhi khong? Sau d6 ho méi
cho t6i 1én lau va may hanh khach khong quen
biét choc qué toi va noi la t6i duoc special
treatment ctia dan khing b Red Brigade Nhat
Ban!!

Thoi thi tam thoi “adios” Egypt va hen ngay tai
ngd néu co dip.

The Philippines. Nam 1982 ‘Béo’ lai troi dat
vé thu d6 Manila cta Phi Luat Tan (PLT). Dai
PLT tbi ndo ciing nhic di nhic lai ‘the City of
Man’ 14 thanh ph Manila. Nhin 1én ban do thé
gi6i thi Manila ndm & phia Tay cua dao Luzon
va chi cach chua diy mot gang tay thanh phd
Hué cia qué me va qué huong ma toi da bo di
tir 7 ndm truée. Mic diu 7 nam di troi qua
nhung cai nhé qué huong khong khi nao quén
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nén c mdi chiéu Chud nhat t6i lai bd ra bod
bién Manila nhin theo mat troi lan dé tam tu
theo mat troi troi vé ‘qué Me¢ dé rudt dau chin
chiéu’ (ca dao VN). Qué huong chi cach c6
chua day mot gang tay ma ‘v6i khong toi’ va &
thoi budi d6 ké nhu khong co ngay thay lai qué
huong!

Phi Luat Tan (PLT) 1a mot quan dao gdbm 7107
dao 16n nho (theo tai liéu CIA!). Céc ban cui
tuong twong PLT lic xa xwa 1a mot miéng dat
16n rdi bi mot hodc nhiéu tran dong dat long
troi 10 dat 1am miéng dat v& tung ra thanh
nhitng miéng dit (dao) nho. Hai ddo 16n nhat
ciia quan dao PLT 1a Luzon & phia Bic va
Mindanao ¢ phia cuc Nam.

Thi @6 Manila nim & ddo Luzon. Dan Phi &
dao Luzon da dé twong dbi tring tréo khong
nhu dan cac dao mién Nam ma phan 16n da den
thui. Cac ¢ da tring ma lai TAy Ban Nha thi
dep vo cung. Vi bi Tay Ban Nha (TBN) d6 ho
kha 1au nén dan Phi phan 1én iy tén Tay ban
Nha. Tap trung tai Manila va cac d6 thi 16n la
ngudi Hoa di cu tir Trung Qudc dudi cac triéu
dai loan lac (nhat 13 thoi Minh chuyén tiép qua
Man Thanh) hoac d6i kém bén d6. Nhing
nguoi Hoa nay ma phan 16n 1a dan Phic Kién
va Hai Nam voi mot sd rat it Triéu Chau kiém
soat gan nhu hoan toan kinh té thuong mai cua
Phi Luat Tan. Nhimg ngudi Hoa di cu vé mién
Nam cua PLT di dem mét nét doc ddo dén cho
cac dao nay. Khi mdi dén dat méi ho 1at up
chiéc thuyén ho dung dé di cu 1am thanh néc
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nha tra 4n va tir 46 cac nha méi ho xay sau nay
déu co noc nha hinh chiéc thuyén Gp xubng'.
Mot diéu dang nhan xét 1a noi ho cu ngu &
Manila ciing lup xup, kha do ban nhu khu Cho
Lon cua ta. Trong thoi gian Marcos tap trung
quyén hanh TT Marcos ciing nhu TT Suharto &
Indonesia da lam nhu TT Diém nghia 1a tim
cach dep bot hinh anh cia nguoi Hoa trén qudc
gia ho dang séng, mot trong bién phap d6 1a Phi
hoa tén nguoi Hoa!!

Vi la mot quﬁn déo su lién lac bi bién ca ngan
cach nén PLT c6 rat nhiéu thd ngit ma nhimng
thd ngit chinh 1a Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano,
Hiligaynon (Ilonggo) va Bico. Sau khi danh
duge doc 1ap vao nim 1946 (July 4)* Anh ngit
va Filipino (dua trén tiéng Tagalog) trd thanh
hai ngén ngir chinh thirc cua PLT. Anh hudng
tram trong ctia TBN khi d6 ho PLT la di dua
dén cho dan & day dao Thién Chua (Roman).
Néu tinh ludn ca cac dao thién chia khac (Tin
Lanh) th1 gan nhu trén 92% dan PLT theo céc
s R : dao nay. Chi
c6 vao 1di
5% theo dao
Hoi va phan
l6n ho tap
trung tai dao
Mindanao.

Manila  bi
nan ket xe
trién  mién.
Khoi xe toa
mu troi. Hai
thu Xe
chuyén chd
binh dan la
‘Jeepney’ va
Jeepney la xe Jeep thoi D¢ II Thé

‘Tuktuk’.
chién bién cai. Pau may xe git nguyén con

' G Manila c6 mot khu vuon trién 1am cac nét dic thu
cuia cac dao chinh cta Phi Luét Tan va du khach c6 thé
thdy cac nha voi mai nha ngd nghinh nay.

2 Phi Luat Tan bi dé qudc Tay Ban Nha (TBN) d6 ho vao
thé ky 16. Nam 1898 sau chién tranh My-TBN PLT tr&
nén mot chu hau ciia My va dén 1946 thi dugc giao
quyén tu tri. Nam 1942 PLT lai bi Nhat xam chiém cai
tri mai dén 1946 maoi that sy danh lai doc lap.
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than xe thi kéo dai ra dé chd dugc nhiéu ngudi
(trén 10 nguoi) va hanh ly. Nguoi Phi va mau
me cho nén céac xe jeepney son mau lo¢ let vé
hinh son thuy tuy nhién vi may cti sira di sura lai
nhiéu 1an nén 6 nhiém Ve khoi xe ciing rat cao.
Loai xe tuktuk ciing gidng nhu xe Lam bén nha
vao thoi trude 1975. N6 bé nho chi chd duoc
hai hodc ba ngudi nhung n6 len 16i khip hang
cung ngd hém nén rit dugc wa chudng.

Vi Manila ndm gﬁn vinh Subic, mot can cur hai
quan kha 16n cia B¢ VII Ham D61 Thai Binh
Duong cua My nén Manila cling 1a mt thanh
phé R&R cua linh My va du khach M§ nhit 1a
du khach loai Sex tourists. Khu Makati tuy la
khu thuong mai tai chanh cua PLT nhung ciing
1a khu cta dan an choi. Quan nhiu nam day
day khong khac gi khu phd duong Tu Do cua
Sai Gon dao nao. O cac quan nhiu nay cac cd
gai & qué, nhiéu ¢6 coi con vi thanh nién, theo
tiéng goi cua dong tién dé kiém di hang dém
dén d6 nhay moa udn éo, than thé gin nhu
khong c6 gi che ddu, mong gip khach mua cho
vai ly ruou chac 1a cling loai Saigon Tea kiém
tién ‘com’ giri vé lang xd nudi cha me hodc an
choi thoa thich.

Phi Lut Tan ndm ¢ ving Vong Dai Lira Thai
Binh Duong (Fire Belt of the Pacific Rim) cho
nén c6 kha nhiéu nui lira. Mot trong nhitng nui
lira nay 14 nai Taal ndm & ngoai 6 Manila. Nui
lra nay tam thoi ¢ trong giai doan ‘ngu’
(dormant) va chi phun khoéi ¢ nhiéu noi trong
vanh miéng nui (crater). Thinh thodng t61 bo
lén d6 ngdi nhin khéi phun ciing khd ngoan
muc gilp t6i quén di canh nhd nha.

Phi Luat Tan vi 1 quan dao nén hai san rat
nhiéu va dan Phi an mim cé ciing khong thua
gi dan mién Trung chung ta. Nuéc mam ciia ho
goi 1a Patis khiu vi khong giéng nhu nudc
mam VN nén khong c6 thi dn d& ma thoi. Thoi
ky t6i qua phuc vu (1982) van con TT Marcos
va nguoi dep Imelda. C6 mét diéu dang phan
nan 1a hinh nhu nan an cudp vat va bét coc kha
thinh hanh nén cic quan hang ban 1¢ déu co
song sit bao vé. Mdi gian hang déu c6 an ninh
co sung gac!
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Cong ty chung t61 cung lam chung véi mot
cong ty ‘me’ phuc vu cho chuong trinh MWSS
(Manila Water & Sewerage System) mot du an
du tro s& do Ngan Hang Phat Trién Thé Gioi
(World Bank) tai trg. Chung t6i thudc toan
chuyén vién 1ap du &n nha may nudc. Nha may
nay du tri s& co6 cong xuat 3 modules, mdi
module 14 350000 m*/ngay. Nudc ldy tir mot
dap thuy dién cling dang trong giai doan lap du
an nén t0i hang ngay phai di cong truong lay
mau nudc gop chung vao mot thung 16n dé tao
nén mot loai nude gidng nhu nude ton trir sau
dap thuy dién trudc khi thir bién ché.

Noi cho ngay trudc khi qua phuc vu tai PLT va
sau khi chAm dirt nhiém vu tai qudc gia nay hau
hét cac may moéc vat liéu mua tai My cho céc
thanh phd 16n° cua PLT déu qua tay toi kiém
soat trude khi duge dong hang chd qua PLT.

T61 thué phong cua mot dai phu gia nguoi Hoa.
Ong nay viét san cho to6i miy cai bua va dan
khi nao di an & céc nha hang ngudi Hoa lam
chu ctr dua ‘bua’ ra 1a s€ dugc phuc vu chu dao
v6i gia bang hiru. Téi c6 dip thir su linh nghiém
cac 1a bua nay. Hom d6 t6i vao mét nha hang
Hoa nhung noi day dang phuc vu cho mdt dam
cudi ddy khach khong co chd ngdi. Toi dua la
bua ra rira 1a chu tiém ‘hau 16” ra 1énh cho nhan
vién ké thém mot ban riéng cho t6i ngdi an coi
khong gidng ai vi t6i ngdi mot minh mot ban
tron trong luc d6 thuc khach an ddm cudi chen
chic nhau ngdi 12 ngudi mot ban!

Trong thoi gian phuc vu ¢ day toi tap choi
bowling va bi trat tay. Pi BS My may ky lam
xoa bop chinh xwong ma khéng thuyén giam,
t6i dén dau nhtc ngi khong dugc. Ong ban
dong nghiép nguoi Phi goc Hoa cua toi thdy
vay dé nghi t6i nén di thay Tau va toi da nghe
101 anh ta. Anh ta dua t6i t6i mot khu phd Tau
lup xup & Manila gap mot ong thﬁy Tau. Ong
ndy xi x6 xi xa voi ban cua toi roi ra dang sau
bep x40 nau mot lat. Sau do ong dem lén mat
miéng cao va dan 1én noi chd dau cia toi roi
ldy 5 d6. DPung 1a thudc thanh vi toi d6 t6i hét
dau va khi di kham lai BS M¥ thi ong ta xac

? Tloilo, Bacolod, Cébu, Leyte, Cagayan de Oro,
Zamboanga va Davao.
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nhan 13 vét thuong da lanh!! Ping 1a thudc da
trat ré ré, chic 1a thude nay c6 mat géu. Toi chi
tén co 5 d6 ma hét dau trong luc d6 di BS My
t6n hon 300 d6 ma khong lanh!

Cong dong ngudi Viét tai Manila vao thoi gian
d6 qua it phan 16n 13 nhitng ngudi Viét phuc vu
tai st quan, cac ba vo nhan vién USAID va céc
ba So. Céc ba nay thudc phai khong mac 4o
dong va chi chuyén lo cong tac xa hgi. Céc so
c6 m¢ mot tiém phd gy quy cho nha dong va
t61 hau nhu moi Chaa Nhat déu dén day thuong
thirc huong vi qué huong. Noi cho ngay so voi
phd & My thi phd Manila khong glong ai nhung
c¢6 con hon khong va dén noi nay dé nghe tiéng
Viét ciing khoai ci 16 tai!

Trong thoi gian phuc vu & Manila t6i cling lam
don xin ra hai dao gitip cac ba con thuyén nhan
nhung than 6i don bi ngdm dam khong hdi 4m
ma khong biét Iy do. Tha tuc ‘dau tién’ ching?
An ninh?

Sau mot thoi gian phyc vu trén 9 thang va sau
khi hoan tat giai doan 1ap du an téng quat toi vi
ly do gia dinh phai tr¢ vé My va giao lai phan
1ap du 4n chi tiét cho ngudi khac.

Dai Loan (1985). Noi dén dao nay tuéng
khong can phai noéi nhiéu vi ai ciing biét va
nghe nhiéu vé vi tri chién luogc va chinh tri cua
dao nay'. Ong ban ‘ddng minh thio chay’’
trude ap luc cua Trung Cong ludn ludn cho
qudc gia nay thiy 1a My sé& bao vé Taiwan bang
moi gid va nhét 13 sy luu thong khong can tré
qua eo bién Pai Loan.

To61 1a truong doan cia mot toan chuyén vién lo
lap du an xay cit nha may bién ché nuéc cong
loai k¥ nghé cho ba khu k¥ ngh¢ ¢ Pai Trung
va Dai Nam. Noi cho ngay t6i chi lo giai quyét
van dé chung va phan coéng chanh cia dyu an
con viée khir nuéc cong ki nghé da co chuyén

* Xem “Téi di Dai Loan ciia AH TH Tam trong LT
AHCC s0 86.

> Nhai theo tén cudn sach ‘Khi DPdng Minh Thao Chay’
cua TS N.T. Hung c0 van déc biét cua TT Thi¢u.
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vién trong doan lo liéu. Sau khi lap du an tong
quat xong, doan cong tac giao lai dy an cho k¥
su Co van dia phuong lo vé du an chi tiét.

Tiéng néi chinh thirc & Pai Loan 13 quan thoai
mic dau ¢ day c6 rat nhiéu dan noi tiéng Phic
Kién, Quang Pong v.v. thudc nhitng nguoi da
theo chan 6ng Tuong Gidi Thach rat ra hai dao
sau khi bi Mao Trach Pong lat d6. Trong thoi
gian phuc vu ¢ day t6i con nhé ba ky niém dé
doi. Do 1a: “We’, Bao Tang Vién va Hém Rin
(Snake alley).

‘Weé’: Ctr mbi 14n toi goi dién thoai ndi chuyén
v6i anh k¥ su lién lac thi anh ta bat may 1én va
noi: ‘We’. Toi ctr tuong do 1a tén than mat cua
anh ta nén cu ndi cau xa giao: “W¢, how are
you?” Céc anh ky su Dai Loan cing ngdi trong
phong tim tim cudi nhung khong néi gi. Sau
vai lan nhu vay toi méi hoi ong Giam dbc Dy
an thi ong
ta cudi noi:
Weé la Yes
chu khong
phai la tén
cia nguoi
ddi  thoai
qua duong
day  dién
thoai. Qué
mot cuc!!

Truée  khi
cb TT
Tudéng Gidi IR ol

Thach va doan tuy tung rut ra kh01 Trung Hoa
luc dja, mot sb lén co vat qui bau cua Trung
Qudc di dugc dong thung va chuyén qua Dai
Loan. Khi dang cam qyuén o déy ong da cho
xdy dung mot bao tang vién dé trung bay cac
co vat. Nhimg mon nay c6 cai xua may ngan
nim va chimg minh mot cach hing hon sy vin
minh cta Trung Hoa cd miy ngan nim trudc
duong lich. No6i dén “Hém Rin (Snake alley)”
thi phai nhé dén céu noéi bat hi cua nguoi Pai
Loan khi ho phé binh dan Quang Pong: “Tui
n6 an bét ctr cai gi bo hodc cua quay!”. Bi vo
duong hém nay thi chi thay toan 1a rin va dimg
xem ho 10t da rin ma vira khiép dam vira kham

TRANG 17

phuc. Chi mot nhat dao la cd than minh con
ran bi tudt gon 101 thit tréng boc. Toi tinh co lai
thay c6 nha hang ban luén mot da nhan (ourang
outan) thiy ma lom giong va toi nghiép! Noi
dén ran 1am t6i nhd dén quan Tri Ky ¢ Sai Gon.
Nguoi ban hang dem con rin ho ra va choc cho
né phdng mang 1én von lui von téi trude mat
thyc khach. Khi né mét rdi thi ngudi ban hang
liy cai ghim ghi dau né xudng va chit mot cai
bdp rdi doc nguoc con rin 1én dé mau chay vao
chai ruou dé. Anh ta md bung rin lay trai tim
ra va dé 1én dia moi thuong khach. Trai tim
con dap, bop 1én bop xudng!. Nguoi thuong
khach d6 14 toi va 18 tit nhién t6i khong dam
dung t61 va moi 6ng ban ngdi bén canh. Ong
nay khong tur chdi va bdc trai tim 1én bo vao
miéng nudt mot cai ye. Den c4i phan moi rugu
ran rugu nay theo truyén khiu nhan dan thi
“6ng uéng ma ba khen hay” t6i khong biét c6
ding khong
nhung
khong dédm
dung téi
vién ly do
la dang bi
cao  mau.
Hét rugu
mau rin
dén  ruou
mat ran.
Tai mat ran
chi nho
bang 2 hoic
3 hat tiéu
vdy ma ciing dugc ché hoa tan véi nira xi dé.
Hinh nhu ruou nay bé lung bo than gi do!

Pén lac an thit ran, xac banh trang. May cb
nhan vién Thuy cuc mot thanh phdé mién Bic
ngoi canh toi 1am b che mit va 1am bo néi “eo
01 khiép!! em s, em s¢”. To6i bén noi ‘thit ga
bam ddy. Lam gi ma mot con ran bé ti teo ma
du thit dé phuc vu cho gén hon 20 thuc
khach?’. Thé 1a cac c¢o xtic an 40 a0 va ciing bat
chudc dz6 dzo bia nhu nam nhi vay!
(Con tiép. Xem bai viét vé Indonesia)



