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Pwrc Minh

Hom nay troi bat dau lanh, tuyét roi nhé nhe
trén thanh phé noi tiéng nhiéu bang gia, mién
Téy xtr Canada. Da hon hai muoi nam vat 16n
v6i cude song, gdy (dung lai cudc doi ¢ day, to1
tuong minh co6 thé quen dwoc cai lanh khic
nghiét ndy. C6 nguoi bao, va thoat dau t6i cling
tin 1a & 1au rdi ciing quen dan khi hau ¢ d6, nhu
1a quy luét thich Umg tu nhién, tong quat, va co
ve hoi hot. Thyc té, 61 cam thay trai nguoc,
song O day ciing lau, cang "thdm lanh", c6 thé
khi tudi cang nhiéu, sttc chiju dung cua co thé
dan dan "xubng cap" khéng c6 diéu ma than
nira!

Ngdi trong phong doi cia mot Bac Si quen than,
Ong c6 mot nguodi ban than, cling 1a ban hoc
cung 16p véi t6i ¢ truong Cao Pang Pha Tho.
Anh éy hoc K§¥ Su Dién, tuy nhién, hai ndm
dau, chung t6i hoc chung. Lic kham bénh,
chung t6i ¢o dip chia x¢ nhitng niém vui nho,
khi bdi hoi nhic lai vai ca tinh that tha ma
chung t6i goi "dén muc cu lan ma d& thuong"
ciia anh ban K§ Su ndy, vao thoi chung toi 1a
sinh vién ¢ Saigon.

Phong doi kham binh hom nay c6 hon muoi

bénh nhan ngéi chd nét mat trAm lang, mét moi
va chiu dyng. C6 mdt vai nguoi Viét, con lai la
ngudi Hoa du hang tudi.
Tb6i dang lo mo nghi ngoi, bdng co6 hai phu nit,
dang ngudi A Chau mé cira, budc nhanh vao
phong doi, va ngdi vao hai ghé con tréng, ké
can bén to6i. Mot ba cu do bay muoi, nhung con
giit nét qui phai thoi xua, mot thiéu phu do trén
ba muoi, doi mat linh dong, dang dicu lanh lo1,
dan di ctia mot ngudi sdng ¢ day 1au nam. Mau
da ngam ngam, d6i mét den, toc hoi quin tu
nhién, lam t6i dodan ho 1a nguoi tor x Chua
Thap, thiéu phu quay lai, tir ton, gt dau thay
cho 10i chao, roi khé nhin t6i. Co héi toi bang
tiéng Anh: "xin 15i, Ong néi tiéng Quang
Dong?"

Tbi dap bang tiéng Anh:

"Toi la nguoi Viét Nam"

"Viy Ong & Saigon 2" C6 4y hoi tiép

"Dg" Toi dap

Thiéu phu 1am toi giyt minh, khi nghe c6 noi
tiéng Viét rat chuan

"Viy ¢6 ¢ Nam Vang" Toi goi thiéu phy bing cb
"Ong dodn gan ding, ching t6i qué ¢
Kompongcham, Ong biét Kompongcham chir?"
“T6i biét, Kompongcham la thanh phé thit dep,
khd 16m, nha cira xdy theo kién triic Phdp, bén
bo song Mekong vira dep viea hung vi nita”

Hai phu nit vira ngac nhién, vira xuc dong.
Trong anh mét than thién, thiéu phu héi thém:
"Chdc éng da dén Kompongcham roi chir?"

"T6i ¢6 di qua do, va & lai thanh phé nay vai
ngay, vao khoang 1978, 1979 chi do"

"Troi, lic d6 chién tranh dit déi qud, tan khoc
qud, lam sao ma ong qua do duoc?"
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"Toi gap truwong hop viea dac biét viea tro tréu
c6 a! Téi bi bat theo doan quan Viét Nam, khi
ho tién qudn qua thi tran nay. Lic qua pha
Kompongcham, kho trit lua cua Pol Pot canh
bén pha, bi thiéu hiy thanh dong tro den to,
giong qua doi nhé, con téa khéi nghi ngit, t6i
thdy chanh long qud cé a!"

Thiéu phu va ba me chua hét bang hoang va
chiam chl nhin t6i, nét mat tré nén budn, xa
vang roi cb ging tu ché cam xtic ctia minh

"Ba toi luc cfy lai bi nhitng nguwoi bo doi Viét
Nam bat di va éng mdt tich tir d6. Trudc kia,
ong la Hiéu Truong mot truong trung hoc o
thanh phé Kompongcham, thoi cuu hodng
Sihanook, Ong la nguoi Viét song lau nam tai
Cam bot"

Téi tim 101 an wi: "Chién tranh gieo tang téc,
thong khé, hodc it hodc nhiéu dén ngwoi ddn
Thét bdt ngo, dwoc nghe cdu chuyén qud thirong
tam cia gia dinh ¢é, xin thanh thdt chia buén
cung Bac va Co6”

Sau mét phat im lang, thiéu phu tiép tuc cau
chuyén: "Ma éng néi éng bi bt theo dodn qudn
dé, nhw vdy ho bat éng vdc dan, khiéng tdi
thwong binh, rdt khé sé va nguy hiém nita, phai
khong ong?"

"Puing hon t6i la ti cdi tao bi bdt di lam lao
dong tai chién truong. Vi co hoc va lam viéc
trong nganh Céng Chdnh cia ché dé cii mién
Nam, nén ho bdt téi theo doan Céng Binh ciia
ho dé lam cau dwong, phuc vu chién truong do
thoi"

Nét mat thiéu phu tré nén diu lai va chim vao
sau lang. Toi thi lanh quanh nhd lai mot quing
doi cach nay gan ba muoi nim voi tAm trang
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viua bui ngui vura ray rut cua mot nguoi cé thoi
gian bi lvu day & mot xtr co ning chay da, ngudi
vira kho can, tan nat v& vat chat 1an tinh than!
To6i duoc chuyén trai tr Katum vé Trang Lon
duoc hon mot thang. Cude séng & d6 d vat va
hon céc trai cdi tao vura qua, moi nguodi trong
trai tu nhu la minh sép duoc tha vé véi gia dinh.
Vao mot budi trua, t6i dang lui cui ngat cac dot
rau lang trén luéng dit can cbi dé chudn bi budi
com chiéu cho td, bdng nghe tiéng chan ciia anh
doi truong doi lao cai vira chay ra vuon sau vira
goi toi mot cach khén truong

"Anh Minh, vé 16, thu xé'p do ca nhéan va lén
trinh dién tiéu doan gap"

Thi ra ngudi ta bién ché t6i vé doan Cong Binh
mién Béc, chudn bi chién tranh qui md, vuot
bién gidi sang Cam bét. Diéu d6 sau nay t01 moi
nhan ra, ch qua that t6i chua duoc tha. Ay thé
ma t0i qua "hd hoi" dd dem biéu tat ca do dung
ca nhan cho céc ban cung td cai tao, chi con mot
bd quan 4o mic trén ngudi nhu vay méi kho cho
toi chu!

T6i va mdt sd anh em Coéng Chanh khoa dan
anh, c6 mot ban cung khoa dugc chuyén vé mot
trai cia quan doi cli ¢ Saigon. Sau mot thang
hoc tap chanh sach va duong 16i ctia bo doi, bao
gdm céc 1énh, phai chap hanh triét dé ky luat,
diéu 1¢ ddi véi nguoi dan Cam bét. Ai vi pham
s duat khoat bi nghi€m tri, con cdi tao nhu
chung t6i thi c6 thé bi tir hinh, tirc ban bo!

Vao mot budi sang sém, t6i dugc dua vao dai
doi trinh sat, goi 1a C3 trinh sat (that sd toi den
nhu con rép!). No6i 1a dai doi chir quan sd udc
chimg trung d6i. Di chuyén bang ba xe tai, loai
xe JIL (cta Lién S0) va mot Hoang Ha (cua
Trung Qudc). Cac xe niy twong ty nhau, déu co
sdu banh xe va 1a loai xe tai co ban cua quan doi
khdi Cong San Iic bay gio. Toi dugc trang bi
mot thude gidy loai 25 thude dai, dia ban, gidy
viét can thiét dé lap trac d6 ngang cac song rach
nho, ding dé thiét ke va thi cong cdc cau 2o
nhd, tam dung khi can trén duong tién quan.
DBoan mang theo mot vo dong cur cia quan doi
Trung Qubc. Loai dung dau cian, chuyén dong
clr gb cho cac mau cau quén sy bang gb ring.
Tat ca k¥ thuat lam ciu tam ndy c6 trong sach
gido khoa ctia cong binh Trung Qudc ma ho cho
toi mugn doc trong thang vira qua. Nho trudce
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day, toi c6 theo mdt s6 nha thau lam cau trén
qudc 16, khi 1am phu dé kiém thém mot it loi
tirc, nén c6 mot it kinh nghiém. Trong viéc néy,
d6i v6i toi khong phai 1a khong lo ngai nhung
khong qué s¢ hai. Du sao trong budc dudng
cung ndy so hai cling khong c6 ich chi!

Poan xe bat dau roi thanh phé vao budi sang
som. Thuong uy Luong, ngum mién Nam, ch1
huy doan, ngoi trén xe dan dau. Dang nguol gly
yéu, nudc da tai xanh ctia nguoi bi binh st rét
kinh nién. Mot diéu may mén cho t6i 1a ngudi si
quan nay tuy trAm lang, lai c6 cai nhin va doi
mit khong chat chtra mot chat gi sit mau. Riéng
dbi voi ca nhan toi, khong to vé han thu cua
ngudi di & trong quin ddi ddi nghich ma toi
thuong thdy & cic quan gido khac. C6 thé, phan
nao do, do tir chi dao cua thugng cép, muc dich
tao diéu kién tdm 1y t6t dé hoan thanh cong tac
v6i nang suét cao, hodc va, du & vi tri khac biét
gitra nguodi chi huy va ngudi cai tao, nhung cung
la nguoi trong cung mét nhom. Tat ca chiu
chung mét s0 phén, cling phai vuot qua moi
hiém nguy, rui may dé séng con sau cudc hanh
quan day bat tric ndy.

Doan xe vugt bién gigi do bd ddi VN gac,
xuyén qua thi trin Krek vang tanh va do nat,
qua thi trdn Sudng nha ctra xo xac. Roi dén bén
pha Kompongcham do bo doi VN diéu dong.
Dong song Mekong & day that trang nghiém, ao
at chay gilta hai bo song cao nhu hai con dé
hing vi. Thanh phé Kompongcham véi nhing
dinh thu do Phap xay cit, co vuon cdy, that 1a
hai hoa, soi bong bén dong song. Nhin tir trén
pha, quang canh cia thanh phd dep nhu mét b
tranh. Khi di vao, thi ddy 1a thanh phd chét,
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khong mot bong dan cu, khong xe ¢ ....Chi co
mét s6 nho linh méi ciia chinh pha Kampuchia
do VN moi duyng Ién, quan phuc con méi tinh
nhu tir trong kho vira lay ra, nét mit con ngay
tho khong khac thiéu nhi méi 16n.

Sau khi dung chan tai thi xa hai ngay, hom nay
doan bat dau di vé huéng Komponthom. Pay 1a
vung con danh nhau 4c liét gitta quan chinh qui
VN va quan Khmer do. Tat ca bo doi trén xe
déu khan truong, ¢ tu thé sin sang tac chién.
Tbi thi ngdi trén san xe, bat dong, nhu giao sb
mang minh cho Troi. Néng that git, khi con hoc
tap ¢ vung Katum, nang ¢ do da nong lam 10i,
nhung so v6i cdl nang néng cua xu nay thi
chang tham vao dau ca. Mo hoi uét ca ngudi,
thinh thoang t6i nhin 1én, thy ning chéi chan
nhu 1o thiéu dbt trén da nguoi. Xe chay cham,
dan xb¢ timg con, t0i lang nghe tiéng may xe,
tiéng khua dong cua dinh vit, 16 xo va hdi hop
chd doi tiéng nd chat chia ciia min biy trén
duong.

Bong ¢ sung nd don dap tr canh dong hep vé
duong, bd doi trén xe ban tra lai. Xe chot gdm
1én, vuot nhanh trén duong. Toi nhin lai phia
sau xe c6 chung ba hay bon xe cua bd doi VN bi
chdy. May ma xe chd ching t6i chay thoat,
khong ai trong doi hé han gi. That ra cac b doi
nay chi biét phuc kich xe, chtr chién thuat phan
phuc kich xe thi chic ho chua duge huin luyén,
nén phan tng cta ho ¢ phan tuy tién va vo trat
tu.

Do hai gio sau, xe ngung lai, t6i dugc linh
xubng xe mang d6 ca nhan theo doi, bing qua
canh dong hoang, dat kho chay. By gid t6i thay
dau rat trén mat, chic da mat bj néng nong chay
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r6i! Chung t6i vao mot cin nha san cao bang gd,
thoat tién t6i khong thé doan ai 1a chi nhan cin
nha d6 so nay, va co dung ¥ gi ma cat to nhu
thé? Budi chiéu, sau khi dung com véi nudc
mudi co pha it m& va rau rung ludc, t6i di dao
quanh chd déng quan, cho than kinh minh bét
can thang, toi bat chot gip mot dong gach ngbi
vun to 16n, canh do6 1a xac cua cac xe hoi, xe gén
may, va dd dung bang sit thép....bi dap pha
mop méo nam ngdn ngang.

Thi ra trudc kia ¢ day la ngo6i chua 16n bi dép
pha tan hoang. Con cac d6 kim khi kia 1a do
Khmer d6 tich thu cua dén ching, mang vé day
lam 16 rén ndng cu. Thay vi tlep tuc sir dung cac
loai néng cu thd so nhu cude, cay, liém.. ..dung
dé phuc vu ché do cong san nguyén thiy ma Pol
Pot mubn ap dit 1én dan toc ndy. Piéu d6 trudc
day to1 chi nghe nodi nay dugc nhin tan mit, that
la ngao ngan. Con can nha san to 16n kia, toi
doan, 1a noi danh riéng cho cac su sidi trong
chua 6.

Chiéu dén Thuong Gy Luong tap hop dai doi,
bao cdo tinh hinh quén sy chung quanh. Pugc
biét tan quan Khmer d6 van con kha ning tin
cong 1¢ té. Cac phién truc gac duoc chi thi phai
phong bi nghiém nhit. S6 ngudi con lai dugc
tap trung nghi dém trong ngdi nha san. Toi ngdi
trén nha san, nhin qua céi ctra s, chung quanh
1a vudn ciy co thy, loai sao va dau. Than cay
théng va that cao, tan 14 that rdng, rop bong, lam
cho canh vat luc hoang hon ¢ day thém huyén
bi. Méan dém dan dan Xuéng trén thon xom, tat
ca déu chim _trong sy im lang dén ron nguoi!
Khong c6 tiéng nguoi, tiéng ga hay tiéng ché
sua ....Va tur trong anh sang 16 mo do, hién ra
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mét nhom dong nguoi gbém 6ng ba ldo, dan ba,
tré con rdi dén con trai va dan ong. TAt ca déu
mic y phuc mau den. Ho tir tir di dén chd dong
quan, moi nguoi trong dai doi gén nhu hét
hoang, sung dan san sang. Toi ludng cuong
khong biét minh nén lam gi, sau mot phut ngan
ngir ti voi mang gidy va chay dén nip & mot
g6¢C nha nhm ra ngoai va quan sat tinh hinh.

Bang cach nao cung khong de Khmer do bat, vi
ho sé& giét chét tit ca nhimg nguoi ho gip, ké ca
dan cua ho. Linh gic bén ngoai lam hiéu dudi
xua nhom nguoi dy di, nhung ho cir 1an quan
chung quanh. Pém dén, tinh thé b6t cang thang,
mdt phy ni cAm mot chiéc dén dau nho, chim
cham rut ré di vao. Chi ndy tudi do trén bon
muoi, dang nguoi tidu tuy, xo xac, nhung con
phang phat nét thanh ta va tri thirc. Chi noi tleng
Cam bdt khong ai hiéu, chi chuyen sang tiéng
Phép. May ma ciing hiéu duoc phan 16n ¥ cua
chi muén noi, toi yéu cu chi phat am cham
hon. Chung t6i dugc biét dam déng dan chung
mudn xin dugc ngi dém gan chd dong quan. Ho
so ban dém quan Khmer dé 1én vé sat hai ho, vi
ho cudng lai linh so tan va tu ¥ trd vé lang cil.
Trong luc chua c6 mdt luc luong quan sy nao
duoc t6 chirc dé bao vé ho. Thugng ty Luong
chdc khong tin tuéng nhitng ngudi nay, nén chi
cho phép ho dén mot khoang dat tréng co
khoang cach an toan cho chd dong quan, va bao
ho, néu ¢ sing nd thi chd chay ma cir nam sat
dat, dé phan biét duoc dan va dan Khmer doé.

Long t61 that &i ngai, vi ddu ma mot dan tdc
hién lanh nhu thé lai gap khd nan cung cuc nhu
vay! Pang sdng thanh binh an lanh bdng dot
nhién roi vao vuc tham bao luc qué tan ac, suyt
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bi diét chung. Gio day lai phai dat sinh mang
cia minh ting ngay vao luc lugng cua nudce
lang giéng ma lich str nhic ho phai luon dé dat,
khong nén nhe da, ca tin, gidng nhu truong hop
chang Thach Sanh trong truyén dan gian "Thach
Sanh va Ly Thong". Vay ma ho phai chon lya
nhu thé, mot chon lya cua nhitng nguodi 1am vao
tinh trang tuyét vong. That 1a mia mai va nghich
dao!
Luc thong dich, t6i c6 hoi so qua vé tinh canh
cia chi. Pugc biét, trude kia chi 1a nhan vién
trong thu vién hoang gia & hoang thanh, Chi xin
t6i mot it thudc cam sdt, t6i voi trich ra mot it
thubc trong goi thudc nho ca nhan biéu chi dé
goi la co tam long, chi rat
cam dong va cdo tu, Mot
ndi budn thwong cam dang
1én trong long t61, t6i nhin
dang chi khuit dan trong
bong dém den kit, den nhu
cudc doi cua chi, cua toi
va cua ca dat nude cua chi
nira!
T61 dang chim ngép trong
cac hinh anh dau budn do,
thiéu phu ngdi ké bén toi
lai dat cau hoi, khién toi
tré vé voi khong khi trong
phong kham binh:
"Ong a, 6ng cé xem phim
Killing Fields khong?"
"Da co, phim that hay, phim lam toi nho lai
nhitng ngay gian nan tai Cam bot. Va méi lan
xem xong phim nay, vé dém, t6i thuong co con
dc mong day kinh hdi, ¢é c6 nhdn xét gi vé phim
dy?"
"Chiing t6i ¢é phim ndy ¢ nha, va xem lai nhiéu
lan. Phim hay, khé trung thwe, nhung mirc do
tan dc dién trong phim con thap hon nhitng diéu
thuce sy dd xdy ra trén ddt nuée toi"
"C6 muén néi thuc té con tan bao hon diéu mé
td trong phim?"
"Dung nhu vay"
"T6i dong y véi ¢é diéu ndy, con nam tdi tir dién
anh ngwoi Cam bot dong rdt chinh, rdt noi
tiéng. Nghe néi truée day ong la mot Bdc STY
Khoa va tiép tuc hanh nghé tai Cali nita, ong
Haing Ngor chi do?"
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"Ong lam nhw nhiéu nguoi da lam, nguoi anh
rugt ciia éng Ngor chi theo hoc anh ciia éng roi
thi ldy bang théi, chir khéng phdi la Bac ST tai
Cam bét nhw t6i dugc biét"

"That vdy sao 7"

Thiéu phu chuyén thé ngdi, quay lai phia t6i vé
mat hoi nghi€ém trong.

"Ma t6i xin héi éng mot diéu, ong nghi sao vé
viéc bg doi VN sang danh Khmer do tai Cam bot
luc do?"

Cau hoi lam t6i bdi réi vi chua ¢ suy nghi o
rang vé cudc chién ndy. Hon nita trong tinh
hudng kha té nhi nay t6i khong d& gi tim duoc
cdu tra 101 vira 6n vira 1am cho hai phu nit nay
hoan toan hai long.

"Nguwoi gdy chién thuong tir
khodc 1én minh chiéc do chinh
nghia. Ho bién minh dong co
chién tranh cia minh bang
cach ho hao bao vé an nguy
cua nuoc ho, ché'ng doc tai,
chong dan dp tén gido, chong
vi pham nhdn quyén, chéng
diét chung .... Co va bac day
chiu dung ldu nam trong cudc
chién do, y nghi cia cé sé
chinh xdc hon téi nhiéu"
Thiéu phu lic dau théi thac
nhu che gidu diéu gi vira phin
nd vira vu uit khong ngudi.
C6 tram ngam mot chdc roi co
thé c6 da tim dugc didu gi thay cho cau tra 1oi,
hodc tir mot 1y do nao d6 c6 mudn cham dit
cudc dbi thoai.

"Chdc chiing minh nén quén chuyen dau buén
ci di. Chung minh dang may man duwoc song an
lanh trén dat nuéc thanh binh, dan chi, thinh
vieong Canada ndy ma éng!"

Co y ta goi toi vao phong kham, t6i dung day
lang 1& gat dau chao hai phu nir ma trudc day
chua timg gip. Nay cam thdy quen than, co hd
da gap nhau thué nao. Muong tugng da gap ho
trong doan doi khd dau, doa day, voi nhiing
ngay ning chay trén da thit. Nhitng hinh anh do
hién ra trong tri toi, trong that am dam, hiu hat
nhu trong doan phim trang den cil, 8ol ndi budn
xa X061 va mo hd nhu trong mot gidec mo hay tir
tién kiép.



