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Cong ty (Cty) toi dang phuc vu dang trén da
thuong mai hoa, hleu theo nghia xau cua no
nghia la c6 viéc thi ngodi lai, khong viéc thi nhéan
hong thiép (pink slip) di kiém viéc chd khac!
T6i khong mu6n nam trong danh sach tuong lai
ciia nhimg nguoi nhan hong thiép' va vi hét
mudn séng canh lang thang trén thé giéi nén da
xin vi¢c va dugc nhan vao Thuy Cuc cia thanh
phé Anaheim (TCA), California. Tuy luong
khiém nhuong hon nhung hi vong 1a ‘hoanh son
nhat dai...” mic diu & Anaheim ngon ndi duy
nhét 14 nui gia cta Disneyland!

Toi 1am viéc & d6 trén mot ndm va céi s6 lam
viéc cua t6i 1a di ‘chita chdy’ = sua chira nhiing
16i k¥ thuat cta cac vi tién nhiém. That vay
trude hét 1a nghe dan ching chuéi ma khong
dam cai lai. Khi t6i méi vo nhan viéc chuyén
dau tién ma sép din 1a: 1am viéc hay khong lam
viéc khong anh hudng 16n dén chuyén bi sa
thai, nhung néu cai voi dan chang khi ho goi
dién thoai vao than phién s& la nguyén nhén
dua dén sa thai! T6i xin tom tit dudi day ba cai
chuyén chinh ma t6i phai chiu dung trong luc
lam vi¢c voi TCA.

Nghe cac ba phu nir lién doi chuoi. Cac Plan
Reviewers cta thanh phd Anaheim cép gidy
phép (Permit) cho mét cty dia bc dao dat xay
phd thuong mii. Dat dao dudi chan ddi chi
cach chimg 10 ft. mot duong dng dan nudc cao
ap cho thanh phd. Puodng dng nudc dung éng
PCCP (Prestressed Concrete Cylinder Pipe) la
nghé ctia chang nén t6i biét ngay la dit co thé
tryt va lam Ong sit joints. That vay chung 61
ben xin phep cho dao nhing ho tham do dé xem
xét tinh trang cua may 6ng ndi. Nhu dy doan,
nhiéu moi noi co dau hiéu méi bi bong ra va c6
hai mdi ndi c6 co nguy sut ra va c6 thé lam cho
duong 6ng bi xi nudc. Rira 1a t6i dugc giao

! Hong thiép nao ciing bad news hét! Cic AH chiing ta nhdn dirgc hong
thiép bao hy dam cudi ciing nhiéu lan méo mdt roi.
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trong trach (my blg mouth!) thué nha thau
reinforced cac moi ndi bi bong hodc cd thé
bong vi nan dao dét qua gan. Cac mdi ndi duoc
han dinh de khong thé bi sut ra riéng chi c6 mot
mdi ndi can gan Expansion Joint. Le tat nhlen
cac hd dao tham do hodc sira chita mébi ndi déu
dugc che kin bang van thép day sau ngay lam
viéc. Tiéc thay Cty lam Expansion Joint bi
nhan c6ng 1am reo nén nha thau khong nhan
duoc hang dang ky han dé hoan tat cong tac.
Piéu dang noi 1a duong éng nude cao ap chon
nam trong mot con dudng ndi lién khu nha giau
v6i phd thuong mai. Pung la dan nha giau that
vi ho toan di xe BMW, Mercedes, Cadillac v.v
(chua c6 Lexus vao thoi do) va thay vi chay 40
mph nhu luat dinh ho chi toan chay trén 60
mph. MGdi lan xe chay ngang cac tim thép day
1 in day hd tham do thi lai bi vong 1én mic dau
mat duong va mat tim thép day di co mot vién
dbc nghiéng bang asphalt. Trong toan thang
cong tac toi c6 thé 1a nguoi nhan dwoc nhiéu
dién thoai nhat trong TCA! Trong nhiing cu
diép thoai d6 c6 mot ct dién thoai ma t6i cay ca
nhat.

A 10, t6i 1a chu tich hdi cac phu nit...”
”Kinh chao ba” toi dap.

“Tai sao cac 6ng khong chiu 1ap cac hd dio ma
cr dé n6 1am dan hu xe cua tui tui. Ong giai
thich cho rd rang dé rdi ching t6i c6 thé ‘ndi
chuyén’ véi ong thi trudng!”. Trong bung toi
nghi tham: ‘Phu Nit Lién D6i ciia ba Nhu ma
ong con coc sg hudng hd cac ba! Doa nhau chi
ra?’. Tuy nghi vdy nhung ngoai madt t6i phai
xudng giong véi ba Chi Tich:

“Thua ba xin ba thong cam, nha cung cp vt
liéu stra chita dng bi nhan vién 1am reo nén nha
thau khong nhan dwoc hang dé tiép tuc cong
tac. Chung t6i di tim nha cung cép khac nhung
thoi gian giao hang lai cang 1au hon! Chung t61
nghe néi 1a chuyén nhan vién lam reo s& chdm
dut trong hai ngay téi va hang s& dugc chuyén
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cap téc bang may bay dén Anaheim dé chung
t6i hoan tat cong tac. Chung toi rat tiéc vé tinh
trang dang tiéc nay”. Trong bung toi ty noi:
néu céac ba chju kho chay cham mot chut thi hay
biét may. Qua nhién ngay hom sau TCA nhin
duoc giéy d0, lai mau do, mau cua mau! cia
vin phong thi truéng yéu cau giai thich su
cham tré va khiéu nai cia Hoi Phu Nit ...” T6i
lai go lung viét mémo giai thich va sau dé
khong thdy van phong thi truong hoi thém gi
hét. Rira 1a moi chuyén troi chay. Hoan ho tinh
than tw do dan chu!

Cdi Giéng chay 6n! Anaheim ngodi viéc su
dung nguon nuéc cia Co Quan MWD
(Metropolitan Water District of Southern
Cahforma) con bom nudc giéng thing vao
mang Ong nudc phan phéi. Mot trong nhimng
giéng nay nam gan sat phong ngi cua mot chu
nhén cin nha gan d6. Ong nay ngu khong dugc
hay 1a vi nga khong dugc nén muon tom tem
ma ba xi khong cho nén da khiéu nai v6i thanh
phé va TCA. Téi dugc giao nhiém vu lap dy an
giam tiéng dong may dién chay giéng. Khi lap
du 4n xong t61 xin khdo gia (estimate) vi mot
ong thau khoan. Khi t6i lién lac xin khao gia co
n6i la day khong phai 1a mdt Request for
Quotation (RFQ) vi du an con phai qua nhiéu
giai doan chap thuan, wdc chi, chuin chi v.v..
Hai ba thang sau 6ng thau khoan nay hoi tai sao
ong chua nhian dugc Pon Dat Hang! Toi gidi
thich cac giai doan va néi 6ng ta hay rang cho
RFQ. Rua la hom sau chung t61 lai nhan duoc
Hong thiép (!!!) cua Thi truong yéu cau giai
thich va giai quyét khiéu nai! No6i cho ngay vi
tinh than dan cha, nguoi dan c6 thé lién lac truc
tiép v6i vi dan cir (Thi Trudng) nén nhan vién
nhu chiing t61 phai e d¢ khi [am viéc!

Chuyén khé xir véi mét vin phong Ky Suw Co
Vin (KSCV). Ho nwée bi xi sau khi sira chita
theo dw én ciia KSCV. Hb chira nuée duoc xay
dung trong mot khu ddi theo hinh méng ngya.
bpé khép kin, mot dap chan bfmg dat sét nén
dugc xay cat. Theo su hiéu biét cua toi khi
nhan dugc cong tac thi dap dat nay thuong bi

Ve sau s& c6 mot bai vé co quan nay. Dai khai co quan nay lo san
xudt va chuyén tdi cung cap nuée cho cdc thanh vién ciia co' quan nay.
Cic thanh vién la cic thanh phd nhw Anaheim, San Diego v.v.
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trut dat khi mue nudce trong hd chua trut xuéng.
Vin phong KSCV? 1ap dy an va dy tru dit cac
dng drains dé chéng lai pore pressure. Vin
phong KSCV ciing nhan dugc trach nhiém coi
soc cong truong sua chita. Khi cong tac hoan
tat thi TCA nhan thiy 1a s nudc xi cang ngay
cang gia tang!. T61 lai dugc giao trach nhi¢m
tim hiéu nguyén nhan dé 1ap du an sira chita va
qui trach nhi€ém. Toi thué thg 1an c6 may quay
phim dé ghi lai vi tri va bang chimg cic chd
nude rat theo cac chd bi xi. Téi lai co dip hoc
dugc ciia ong tho 13n nay mot tiéu xdo. Thay vi
dung fluorescine hoa chit mau xanh 1a cay dé
ghi nhan cac giong nudc rut thi 6ng ta khuyén
nén dung nudc voi vi voi mau trang phan chiéu
anh sang nhiéu hon va vi ria cac giong nudc
chay s€ hién r6 hon trén bang nhua. Ong ta lan
xudng hd va cho thdy (dong thoi ghi vao bing
nhya) cac giong nudc rat theo chung quanh
vién cua cac ong drains. Day 1a mot diéu dé
hiéu vi duong kinh ctia miéng hut dng drain 16n
hon dudng kinh dng drain. Nha thiu khong thé
nén kin dat chung quanh dng ndi miéng hut véi
dng drain duoc va nude cir theo phan dat khong
nén ky ndy ma thoat ra ngoai dap theo cac dng
drains m&i dit theo thiét ké. Toi & trong mot vi
thé kho xir, néu no6i hét va giai thich nhu t6i néi
so qua trén day thi ké nhu t6i qui trach nhiém
100% cho KSCV! Théi dé nhiém vu nay cho
cac luat su cuia hai bén con t6i chi lam bao cao
‘thdy sao noi vay’ khong thém 10i ban ‘Mao
Tén Cuong’ chi cho thém phién phuc. *

Ai Cap - Cairo

To1 dang ngéi lam viéc & TCA thi dién thoai
reng. Boc may 1én t6i nghe tiéng cua s€p cil.

“K...Chu lam on qua bén Ai cap dum cho qua.
Khong c¢6 Cha thi ké nhu cai job nay hong!
Nhan 10i di, lvong bong ké nhu gip doi luong
chu dang lanh 6 TCA”

T6i noi: “Théi sép oi cho em xin hai chit binh
an. Cty cua sép bay chur cling ndi tiéng vat
chanh bo vé. Chur em nghe 161 duong mat cua

3 Vé sau vao nam 1998 thi tré tréu thay t6i lai tro thanh mot nhan vién
ciia vp nay! Téi chi dwa ra ddy mét phan ciia céng tdc con ‘ha hoi phan
glal thi t6i khong con lam viéc véi City nén khong biét chi tiét.

* T6i khong biét chuyén nay ha hozphan gidi nhir thé ndo vi sau do thi
16i roi TCA va mét lan nita theo tiéng goi ciia Ai Cdp huyén bi!
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sép va ham luong 16n qua bén d6 lam hai nim
r0i khi trd vé s& nhan dwoc hdng thiép out on
the street hodc theo contract thi job s& cham dut
ngay ngay dit chan trén dat My!”

Sép noi: Cht may noéi dung nhung qua s& noi
chuyén véi Executive Vice-President (VP) cua
Cty r61 minh noi chuyén tiép. OK?”

Ngay hom sau sép kéu lai va néi Executive VP
ciia Cty mudn gip toi. T6i bén hen ngay lén
gip sép 16n va sau mot hdi han huyén cong
chuyén sép 16n hira 13 sau khi t6i man nhiém &
Ai Cap, Cty sé tim moi cach giir toi lai trong 5
nim. Rua 13 theo tiéng goi cua lwong cao (1
thang lam viéc tai Egypt bang 1.5 & Anaheim.
D6 1a chua ké dén chuyén to6i khoi bi dan
chung, cac ba lién ddi la ma t6i lai o6 dip la cac
cong su vién & Ai Cap) t6i nhan 101 di Ai Cap.
M4y ngay sau hém t6i nhan 10i di Ai Cap thi
AH VXD’ lai nhan duogc thong bao bd nhiém
vao chiic vu Manager cua City of Anaheim,
Water Engineering 12 noi ma anh 4y va t6i dang
phuc vu. AH VXD c6 vé budn va coi nhu toi vi
mudn tranh canh kho xir nén di ra 4o ra di!
That ra day chi 1a mot unhappy coincidence ma
thoi.

To6i dén Ai Céap va lan nay phuc vu cho Thiy
Cuc Cairo (TCC). Téng Giam Pdc ctia TCC la
mot trung tudng voi gio gide lam viée kho ai
theo kip. May cho t6i vi di lam viéc cd6 mét
minh thanh ra t61 luon ludén & lai van phong lam
viéc vé tré va chuyén do t6i tai ong TGD. Ria
1a ong khoai t6i nén hau nhu nhitng d& nghi cta
t6i ma qua tay ong ta déu dugc chap thuan trot
lot, Iudn ca ky check tra tién cho Cty!

Noéi dén Cairo, tiéng goi theo 16i Au Chau cua
tén A Rap Al Qahira, thi viét dén hang tram
cubn sach ciing khong hét vi Cairo 13 tha d6 cia
Ai Cap mdt x1r co gﬁn trén dudi 6,000 nam van
hién co di tich dé lai chd khong phai nhing
huyén thoai nhu dong giéng Au Lac chung
ta.

5 AH vXbiém la nguoi thanh cong nhdt vé huéng quan triong & My.
Thdt vdy tir mét dia vi khiém nhwong la Chuyén vién phong thi nghiém
khi @én M§ sau ngay ‘tan hang cé gdng’ 30/4/1975, AH di vé hwu ¢
tuoi 62 voi chirc vu Assistant General Manager cua City of Long Beach
(CA) Water Supply. Do la tai vi AH c6 cdi tén khéong phai la William
hay Roberto néu khong AH cé thé vé hwu véi chire General Manager!
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Who Is the Sphinx? Where Is Its Nose?

Noéi dén Cairo phai nhic dén tugng Su Tur Dau
Nguoi (Sphinx) ¢ Giza di tro gan cing tué
nguyét gan trén 45 thé k§ va 3 kim-ty-thap
Cheops v6i bao huyén bi ma dén bay gid cac
nha khao cb van con chua tim hiéu hét ké luon
ca cach ma ngudi xua cach ddy miy ngan nim
d3d dung dé xay dung véi sirc ngudi va dung cu
th6 so mot trong nhitng ky quan cta thé giéi.

i

The Pyramids of Egypt

Nguoi Cairo thuong noi rang: “He who drinks
the water of the Nile is destined to taste its
sweetness again” diéu nay quéa dung véi toi vi
t61 khong con nhé day 13 1an thir mdy ma toi trd
lai Cairo®. Khi dén Cairo chuyén trude tién du
khach nhan thy 1a dan & day c6 2 cach sdng
gan nhu trai nguge nhau. Ho c6 thé ngdi hang
gio tram tu hat thude diéu Shisha ' nhung khi

8 Xin xem Béo Dat May Tréi s6 83 thang 8/2004
7 Xin xem Béo Dat Mdy Tréi s6 86 thang 2/2006
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leo 1én xe 1a ho néng nay rat ua bop coi, ngay
cling nhu dém.

Ké dén 1a cau kinh mdi ngay nam lan. Mdi goc
phé déu c6 may phong thanh, dén gio cau kinh
chuyén gi ciing bo, trai chiéu hudng vé hudng
bong ma lay. Nguoi nao tran c6 mot cuc u tim
bam 1 nguoi md dao vi lay dap tran xubng dat
ngay nay qua thang no.

Sau khi viéng Kim Ty
Théap va Nguoi Su Tu
thi du khach c6 thé di
cho Khan Khalil
Souk. Cho nay ban du
hang hoa tir 40 quan,
vai voc, d6 théu, khic
kham, dén nuéc hoa
(3 chr nay khong
hiéu) va dep nhit Ia
cac gian hang ban gia
vi (spices). Tung bao
ting thing du mau du
sic, do, vang, tring,
den trong do6 6t du loai
va tiéu den di ngang
gian hang cay se¢ se.
Cho khong co6 duong
16i 1o rang, di khong
khéo 1a lac duong

ngay va ngudi dong nhu klen bi souk xong
cling nén tat qua bén kia dudng dé viéng Chua
Hoi giao Ali Mohammed véi kién tric tao bao
kiéu vom cung (dome), mét kién tric tiéu biéu
cua dao Hdi.

Nguoi Ai Cap khéng bao gid biét noi chir
“Vang/Da” ho ludn ludn tra 101 “Moi chuyén
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tuy on Allah” (Insh sha Allah). Vi du khi téi
din anh tai xé ngdy mai dén don t6i di 1am thi
anh ta tra 10i: Insh Sha Allah! va I tat nhién
anh ta t6i tré vi ket xe!l. Cai ma toi thiy
thuong nhit & Cairo 1a su sdng chung ngoai mat
c¢6 vé hién hoa cua 3 dao gido Hoi gido, Co Dde
gido (Coptic Christians) va Do Thai giao
(Jewish). Téi di co dip viéng mot khu phé cua
Cairo ¢6 3 Chua / nha Tho cua 3 dao gido noi
trén nam sat nhau va chua hé nghe ndi c6 viée
chém giét nhau vi khac tin ngudng!

Built from 1830 fo
1848, the Masque
of Mobammed
Al is modeled
on the Blue
Mosque in
Istanbul, Torkey.

Ong TT. TGD TCC thudng khoe véi moi ngudi
gip ong 1a Cairo c6 16 nha may nudc dé phuc
vu cho 16 tri¢u dan. That ra khong ai biét dich
xac dan sd cia Cairo 1a bao nhiéu (cling nhu
Saigon cua ching ta) va cai ma ong ta khong
no6i 1a con sd dan song trong nghia dia, vang
nghia dia, co trén 1 tri¢u!! That vay nguoi Ai
Cap ciing giéng nhu chung ta vé tin ngudng.
Ho tin 1a nguoi chet chi di qua bén kia thé giGi
cho nén ho ciing can c6 nha & tam tri c¢6 ‘hod
khau’. Khi chon cét cha me xong, ho xdy nha
mo rat khang trang cho cha me & va thué nguoi
dén san soc nha mo. Ngudi quét don lic dau
dén san soc nha md sau d6 don vao & cho tién
duong di lai nhat 12 nha ctra khang trang hon
noi ma trudc kia ho &, co thé 1a ¢ nhimg lang
mac heéo lanh! O mot minh ma niu nuong an
ubng bét tién qua nén ho dem vo dén & rdi sinh
san con cai va vi rira ma khu nha md tro thanh
mot thanh phd séng cia ngudi chét
(necropolis). UrTta



