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Jéc lam viée nade
(H8i 3)

Trinh Hao Tam

Vi¢c nudce t6i lam ¢ day khong phai la
chuyén kinh bang té thé, tri quéc, binh thién ha
(t61 gio nay t6i con chwa dam té gia noi chi
Ia...binh thién ha) ma nudc t6i 1am 1a nuéce tam
rua, giat quan 40 hodc nau s01 dé pha ca phe,
uong tra. Tudi cua toi la tudi Bat Giai ‘tuong
trung bang con cua nén sb cua t6i ludn gin lién
v6i song nude va mot ong thy tir vi & gin Cau
Chuong Duong tién doan rang cudc doi cua toi
lam nhitng gi lién hé véi nudce thi méi cd co
may thanh cong con khong thi toan 1a di dong
tudt ludt.

O VN sau khi ra truong Cao Pang Cong
Chanh vi ngai cang dau nén t6i khong lam cho
Nha Lo Van ma qua lam Nha Thuy Van, 161
song hay ngdi ghe d& dau cang hon 1a di bg. O
Nha Thiy Van toi lam nghé dam ha ba, t6i
ngay lan 101 & mom song khong phai xuc tép
nudi co (dé cho co 16n co gid co bay!) ma la
tim nhitng chd séng can ma do tén khoa hoc
goi 1a do dac thuy dao, tiéng My goi la
Hydrographic Survey. Cudc doi cua t61 lan
hup, troi ndi theo giong doi, van nudc ndi troi.
Lam médi c6 mot ndm bi chudng khi, nudc doc
hay sao ma téi binh qua, nguoi té1 xanh sao
vang vot nhu tau 1a chudi, sing nong ran, trua
lanh run cAm cap. T6i bo sé lam vé qué Tra
Vinh v6 nim nha thuong tri binh va béc si thir
mAu néi rang toi bi binh st rét. Ngay thang d6
toi lai bi nguoi htra hon tra nhan tir hon, 6m
don sang thuyén khac (carry the guitar to other
boat)! T6i hoan toan thong cam vi ¢6 ai ngu ma
ldy mot nguoi mang binh...hau. Trong cai rui
cling c6 cai may, tha 1a phy truée cho rdi néu
khong dén bay gio chic co ta di bo toi khong
biét bao nhiéu 1an béi tanh khé khan lac hau
cam ram lai Iang man da tinh mac du t61 khong
phai la nha dzang!

Nguoi ta néi “Co tat co tai”. Toi tat thi
nhiéu ma tai dau khong thiy! Mot trong nhiéu
tat cua t6i 1a qia ky ludng tiéng My goi la

“picky”, cai gi cling phai ngay hang thang 16i,
khong song song thi phai thang goc 90 do, do
dac dung cu trong nha thi phai dau vao do6. Buc
tranh treo khong ¢ chinh gitta tuong hay léch
mot goc 2 do tro 1én 1a toi biét ngay! Cai tinh
kho khin nay c6 1& anh hudng tir nghé nghiép
ma nguoi ta goi 14 “méo méd nghé nghiép”,
nghé l4u nim van vao than cling nhu anh tho
stra xe, thay ¢ bu lon nao ciing khoai xiét cho
chac! Toi c6 doc muc go 16i to long trong to
bao My ndi 1én tam sy cua mot nguoi dan ba co
chong 1a k¥ su Cong Chéanh, ba viét thu than
phién 6ng chdng ba kho tanh va qua v k¥ ludng
lai “Truom So6” ha ti¢én qua co khién ba buc
minh chiu khéng néi dinh phai ly di. Ba than
rang 6ng chong doc doan chi ¢ 16i suy nghi
cua ong ta la dung, la tdt, 1a tiét kiém hon hét.
Xing 1én gia mic mo, khi do xidng 6ng ta
khong dam bop manh cho xang bom nhanh vi
so sb tién nhay ma xang vao binh.. khong kip!
Ong ta kéu ba phai rira xe that sach bui bam vi
xe do can gié hao xdng hon. Mua he troi nong
nyc, di xe ong khong cho m¢ may lanh s¢ hao
xang lam ba néng nyc mudn ngdp tho! Chay xe
thi chay tr tr cho d& hao xang, hao thang, moi
lan phai thing xe thi ong lién tuc nhap chan
théng roi nha ra, xe ca dut ca dut khién ba
chong miat qua! Ong noéi thing nhu vdy bd
thang khong néng 1am nén lau mon va ong tu
hao xe Toyota ctia 6ng chay dén 120 ngan
miles ma chua can thay thing! Ngay sinh nhyt
ctia ba ong chi dwa ba dén nha hang 1 dong 99
gan nha cho d& tén xiang! Poc bai bao nay,
“trong ngudi lai nghi dén ta” toi thdy tat cia
minh chua dén mac thuong thira nhu 6ng nay
nhung ciing ¢6 sd phan trim nao d6 1y binh
cua ong chong ba nay. Hom nay to6i that tinh
xam hoi vé tinh tinh qua u tinh toan, ha tién
cling nhu méo mé nghé nghiép dem nhing con
sO can do dong dém vao doi séng tinh cam vén
can phai phong khoang, mé rong, tinh t, lang
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man ma ngudi phu nit ndo ciing mubn cb
nhiing gidy phut d6. Sau khi hat Karaoke bai
“Cat Bui” to61 ngd ra mot diéu: cudc doi ngén
ngti, hoi ddu lo nhimmg chuyén rudi bu dé!
Nhung ngudi ta thuong néi “Bénh con c6 thude
chira, con tat thi v6 phuong!” Xam hdi hom
nay roi ngdy mai lai hoan tanh cii! Bai “Cat

ui” lai hat thanh “Séng trén doi nay ngudi
glau sang...suong hon nguoi ngheo kho!”
Mubn giau, muén sudng thi phai tinh toan can
ki€ém vi c6 nhan c6 cau “Pai pha do thién, tiéu
phu do can”.

Nam nha thuong hon mét thang, rdi toi
ciing b6t binh sét rét ciing 1a lac Nha Dong
Vién goi nhiing cong chuc dugc hoadn dich
trudc dady vi cong vu phai nhdp ngli khoa
1/1970. To61 1én Sai Gon trinh dién s& trude khi
vao Quang Trung nhdp ngii ngay trudc dém
Giang Sinh 1969. Sau 9 tuan thu huin quan su
va trai qua mdt cai Tét & quan truong lam “con
ba phudc” khong ai tham nudi, té1 dugc biét
phéi v& nhiém s¢ cii 1a Nha Thuy Van. Cac 4i
htru dan anh ¢ Nha Thuy Van thdy toi bi binh
sot rét con hanh, ngudi 6m yéu xanh xao nén
khong bt toi di song rach nita ma vé ngdi vin
phong, 1am & phong Giam Thi Giang Thuyén
v6oi AH Bui Hitu Thanh va sau d6 1a AH Luong
Khic Dutc. Cong viée clia phong nay 13 kiém
soat an toan cho ghe tau luu thong trén song c6
trong tai tir 16 tan trd 1én ciing nhu to chic
nhitng ky thi cip bang tai cong va thg may cho
nganh hang giang. Phong giit hd so ding bo
cua nhimg ghe tau luu thong trén sdng co sO bat
dau bang 2 chit HF. O day hang tuan di voi Uy
Ban Giam Thi Giang Thuyén xudng cac bén
song trong Cho Lon xét ghe tau moi dong dé
cap gidy phep luu thong. Ngoai nhimg chu ghe
tryc tiép ndp don xin cip hay gia han gidp phép
luu thong, thoi d6 cé nhiing ngudi chuyén lo
gidy to dé an tién. Nhitng ngudi ndy tu xung la
dai dién thuyén chu, ho v& cac thu tuc cho ric
roi dé cha ghe nan 10ng khong truc tiép lién hé
cong viéc véi ching t6i ma giao cho ho. Nhiing
tay cO nay lai nlp dudi danh nghia 1a Nghi¢p
Poan Van Tai Hang Giang nam dudi truéng
ctia Téng Lién Poan Lao Cong. Nhiing cai thiu
lao dong nay an tién cua chi ghe khién cho
phong chiing t6i mang tiéng. Phong Giam Thi
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Giang Thuyén khong tiép nhimg “dai dién ma
dau” nay nén mat phan lgi, ho nhan danh Tong
Lién Poan Lao Cong thua ching t6i 1én Giam
Sat Vién la chung toi khong tiép Nghiép Doan
Hang Giang ma muén truc tiép voi cac chu ghe
dé dé bé giy kho d&. Giam Sat Vién chuyén
don thua xuéng Bo Cong Chanh dé diéu tra vu
viéc. Bo khong mudn 16i thoi voi Tong Lién
Doan Lao Cong ma nguoi cai thau lao dong
nay nh1eu thé lyc (ciing nhu nhiéu vo) nén giai
quyét van dé cach ém thim bang cach van duy
tri nhitng “dai dién thuyén chi” néu chu ghe
ban khong truc tiép lo gidy to. Thay toi van con
hang hai véi nhiing tay co ding bén nén ¢ AH
Vo Hiru Hién lic d6 lam Chanh Sy Vu So
Hang Ha dua t6i hoc bong Nhat Ban tu nghiép
vé Thuy Pao dé t6i di hoc cho yén bé...song
gio!

Trudc Hoang Cung ¢ Tokyo nam 1974

Tré vé nude thang 11/1974 tinh hinh
chién cudc s6i dong, Ban Mé Thudt mat, mién
Trung di tan va bién ¢b 30-4-1975 ap dén. Toi
lwu dung tré lai va ciing tiép tuc cong tic nganh
Thity Pao. Giai doan sau 75 rat 1a cing thang,
lac dau c6 vai AH dén xin t6i ban d6 hang hai
dé ra di, vai AH nho toi chi cach st dung la
ban, roi lai nho t6i tim mua dum la ban. R6t
cuc toi tré thanh Engineering Consultant vé
vuot bién luc nao khong hay, nhiéu nguoi dén
bén bd an toan lai danh dién tin vé cho than
nhan tim dén gip toi. Thoi Ay ngoai dudng
khong mot bong ngudi ma nha t6i lai nhiéu
ngudi ra vao! C6 mot hom t6i dang ngdi do lai
(trace) ban dd vuot bién thi anh chang coéng an
khu vyc di vao. Luc d6 hang xém thiy t6i 1a
cong nhan vién nén bau t6i 1am t6 phé dan phd
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nén cong an thuong ghé tdi, co thé dé dom ngob
hay don gian chi muon toi dan di ubng ca phe
Thiy cong an vao, tdi van tiép tuc cong viéc,
anh cong an hoi “Anh dang lam gi thé?”. Toi
noi cong tac & co quan nhiu qua phai dem vé
nha 1am tiép! That Ia cing thing, phai noi 1a luc
d6 tién bac rat khAm kha nho ban dd va la ban
1a hai tht rdt quy hiém ma dan mién Nam tim
mua bang moi gia sau khi nghe cdu “Khong gi
quy hon ddc 1ap va tu do”. Khong c6 tu do nén
thién ha phai di tim, muén tim tu do thi phai co
la ban va ban dd. Tién bac ciing khong bang tur
do nén t6i nho mot 6ng gia ngu dan ¢ Ca Mau
dong ghe dum t6i & Can Tho. Ong gia xin gidy
phép di Can Tho stra ghe nhung khong dem
ghe di stra ma t61 va 6ng mua ghe khac loai di
song & Long Xuyén dem vé Can Tho thao banh
ra sira thanh ghe bién va dung gidy ghe ctia 6ng

Ra di voi hai ban tay tréflg
Trai Songkhla (Thai Lan)

gia ma dem ghe ra bién & Ca Mau 1a qué cua
6ng. Sau khi ra cira bién ong tip ghe vao ven
rung dé chung t6i 16i sinh 1én ghe vao ban dém.
Ong gia khéng di, tr gid ching t6i ma mang
gidy ghe v¢ lang, coi nhu khong c6 chuyén gi
xay ra vi ghe cta ong van con do! Dau, nudc
udng va luong kho day du chi thiéu tai cong ma
t01 dd dua vang cho 6ng gia nho tim dum
nhung khong thay tai cong xut hién! Toi quyét
dinh ty 14i ghe 14y véi vai nguoi ban phu luc toi
budn ngu. Sau 3 ngay dém chng choi v61 mua
bdo, may nhd hudng di xudi gié néu khong thi
chic da mat xac cing véi vo , 3 dira con va 39
ngudi khac, ching toi dung dat lién o
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Songkhla, Thai Lan vao rang ngay 7-12-78.
Khong phai toi tai cdn gi ma gi6 bé khong thi
ghe cling t61 Thai Lan chi khong lot di dau
dugc! Chi phai gitr tay lai cho dung hudng va
ghe dung lat.

Qua t61 M¥ cling khong thoat khdi viéc
nude, t6i vao xin viéc ¢ thanh phd Ontario,
cach Los Angeles 40 miles vé ~huéng Doéng la
hudng di Las Vegas. Thanh phé nay co Kkhoang
130,000 déan trong d6 da s6 1a nguoi M&, thanh
phé c6 phi truong 16n nhung khong diéu hanh
ma cho phi truong LAX muén dé thu tién.
Thanh phd ciing ¢6 mot Outlet Mall 16n xay
nim 1990 ¢ ngoai dong trong gan giao 16 giita
xa 10 10 di Arizona va 15 di Las Vegas. Noi
ddy mua Dong gié6 Santa Ana tir sa mac Las
Vegas thoi vé rat manh, nhiéu xe truck ch&
hang 14t trén xa 10. DAt dai con ré hon Los
Angeles va Orange County nén nhiéu cong ty
xay kho hang ¢ day nhu hang xe Toyota xay
kho hang dé chira cdc moén “auto parts” phan
phdi cho ving Nam California. Nhan vién
thanh phd khoang 1,000 ngudi vira canh sat va
ctru héa. Méi vao toi lam & phong Utilities phu
gitip cho mot ngudi Project Engineer, cong viée
cua toi khong can ndi ma chi thlet ké (design)
va v& nhimg ban dd xay dung dng nudc va éng
cdng cho thanh phd ciing nhu trang nhuya sira
lai con dudng sau khi chung t6i dao x6i dé dat
duong 6ng.

Ngay dau di 1am, méi toi bai dau xe, la
nudc, la cai lai so tré gio ngay ngay dau nén toi
gap gap. Co mot ba gia My chay xe nhu ria bo
phia trudce, to61 bop coi “tin, tin” thuc ba chay
nhanh 1én. Ba ngoai c6 nhin ra xem ai bop coi
thic ba. Ngay hom do, sau khi vao lam t61 méi
biét ba 1a...thi truong thanh phé Ontario!

Thé 1a t6i tiép tuc lam viéc nudc. Ngay
ngay toi 1ai xe nha nudc ra ngoai dudong do dac,
ghi chép cac chi tiét dia hinh dé vé vin phong
vé& binh d6 (plan) va trac do doc (profile) cho
cac du an dat cac 6ng dan nudc. Mbi lan thay
xe thanh phd t6i 14 cac ba My chan toi lai than
phién du diéu, ndo 1a xe chay ngang qua nha ba
qua nhanh, bang tén dudng ¢ nga tu bi xe dung
gdy, nudc mua dong thanh viing & trén duong,
duong nut né, don song khong biét bao gid méi
trang nhua lai? Thay t6i cAm thudc diy do dac
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hoi t6i dinh lam gi? Téi ndi 1a thay duong ng
dan nudc méi va 16n hon. Cac 6ng ba lai than
phién vé& nudc yéu va c6 mau vang do hay vin
ra ¢6 mau duc nhu sita twoi! Téi ndi khong han
1a do 6ng nuéc cua thanh phd ma c6 thé 1a do
6ng ngay trong nha lau nim da bi ri sét. Con
nudc mau nhu sira 13 do sui bot dé vai phut s&
trong ngay. Nhiéu ngudi chan t6i lai than phién
ca miy chuc phat lam nhu t6i ¢6 quyén hanh dé
giai quyét tat ca nhimg gi ma dan than phién!
To1 noi 1a quy vi cir goi dién thoai vao
City Hall, nguoi nao viéc ndy, toi ra
day la gip rat 1am coéng viéc cua toi cho
xong. Cac 6ng ba nay khong bang long
noi to1 lanh luong bang tién thué cua
ho, nén tdéi phai lang nghe va giai
quyét. C6 mot ong cAm san may chup
hinh Palaroid, t61 vira t61 1a ké ngay
trudc mat ma chup, toi cling cuoi cho
hinh dep. Mot budi sang tuan sau do,
ong giam doc truong so (City Engineer)
gip t6i noi rang dém hom qua hoi dong
thanh phé hop c6 mot 6ng vao tham du
phan “tiéng dan kéu” (Citizen
Complaining) c¢6 dwa hinh t6i ra noi
rang t6i 12 nhan vién thanh phd ma lan
tranh trach nhiém khong chiu noéi
chuyén véi ong!

Khi t6i phu trach xay dung cong
trinh, c¢6 nhiéu “thugng dé” dan cu goi dién
thoai vao City Manager (Quan Ddc thanh phd)
than phién 1a nhan cong xay dung éng nude
vin radio um sum 16n tiéng, uéng nudc ngot bo
lon trén sdn nha ba va noéi chuyén véi nhau
duing 10 thé 13, tuc tan! Ong Quan Pdc goi cho
Giam Ddc t6i néi tén dwdng noi cong trinh
dang 1am 13 biét ngay cong trinh do t6i phu
trach. Nhirng nhan cong dé 1a dan lao dong lam
cho nha thau, t6i 1am sao c6 trach nhiém quan
Iy 10 an tiéng néi cta ho duoc!

Lai c6 nhiing chuyén nhu dat duong
ong céng moi, o1 ¢o bdn phan phai ndi tit ca
nhimg 6ng cong thoat nudc ting nha (sewer
laterals) vao duong cong moi trude khi bit 6ng
cong cil lai. C6 mdt cin nha nam & goc dudng,
mat cua no xay ra con duong khac, t61 tuong no
khong c6 dinh dang gi dén ong cong toi lam.
Mot thang sau cau tidu va tat ca cac nha tim
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déu nghet, chu nha goi vao City, hoa ra no
thoat nudc do vao ong cong t61 lam ma to1
khong biét nén khong ndi vao ong cong moi!
Ca thang n6 van thoat nuée do vao ong cong cii
da bit kin hai dau! Vu nay City Yard (nhan vién
40 cam) phai t6i dao dudng 1én va ndi vao éng
méi! Ba ngdy moi xong tinh ra ton thém cho
City..15 ngan bac!

Subt gan 21 nim bén My trdi ndi theo
dong doi, lan 16¢ cung viéc nude, & VN cong

Qua téi My ciing lam viéc nudc
Téc gia (bia trai) cung voi ong Thi Truong (dung gitra)
va Engineering Department — City of Ontario

churce 1a bac phu mau chi dan, con bén nay toi bi
dan chudi va xép di! Biét than phan nén toi da
lam don xin huu tri non vao cudi thang 7 nam
2006 nay vé nha dudi ga cho vo véi sd tudi
ding 59 xuan xanh! Vg t61 nghe t6i “Retire” ba
cang ... phat rau vi toi s& 1am kho ba. An khong
ngéi roi, da lac hau ma lai cam ram chiu gi cho
thau. Néu vay chic t6i phai vé VN dai han ma
viét..ky su du lich! Phién cac ai hiru mua giup
dum toi, di ra 3 cudn: Viét Nam, Hoa Ky
(Mién Tay) va Trung Qudc (15 USD mbi
quyén ké ca cudc phi trong nudc My).

Trinh Hao Tam

3683 Hawks Dr.
Brea CA 92823

714-528-1413



