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Pap nudc Hoover Dam cach Las Vegas 30
miles vé huéng Pong Nam va nam trong ving
Black Canyon cta con song Colorado gan bién
gidi Nevada va Arizona. Hoover Dam 1a mdt
cong trinh kién tric vi dai nhim diéu hoa luu
lugng nudc, ngin ngira i lut, din thily nhap
dién tiéu tudi cho hoa mau va quan trong hon
hét 1a cung cép dién ning cho thanh phd séng
vé dém Las Vegas va ca mot ving Nam
California tung bimg stc song nhét 13 trong
giai doan khan hiém dau hoéa nhu hién nay
ding thity dién thay thé nhitng nha may phat
dién chay bang dau hoa.

Trinh Hao Tam

Mot ngdy cudi thang nim, tiét Xuan hiy con
mat mé, gia dinh chiing t61 5 nguoi ru nhau di
Las Vegas vi 1au qua rdi Las Vegas xay nhiéu
Casino méi hoanh trang xa hoa 1ong 1dy ma
chung t6i chwa lam nghia vu... ndp tién dién thi
trong 10ng ciing cam thay “guilty” ai nai.

Ro1 khoi quan Cam trong luc troi vira sang,
Bolsa hiy con ving ling, chung t6i don nhau
trén con trdu gia cua hang Toyota cé tén la
Avalon 1én duong truc chi ra sa mac. Thing
con ut ndm cudi dai hoc lam tai xé chinh, toi
lam tai xé phyu cam tay lai mdi khi thang con
budn ngi. D6 dbc déo vira qua bién gi6i
California va Nevada trong sa mac kho can da
s6i 1a di c6 3 casino roi, lai ¢6 trd choi Ride
cho con nit nita chu! Ching t61 vao mot Casino
an Buffet cho bita trua, noi day gid r& hon Las
Vegas nhung d6 an thi “tién nao cua niy”
khong nhiéu 1am, hai san thi chi c6 tép riu ludc
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chtr khong c6 cang cua Alaska hay King Crab
nhu & Las Vegas. Trong liic cam dia sip hang
chd 1y d6 an, dung canh t6i 1a hai 6ng ba
ngudi ME cao nién, c6 1& cip mat Iém nhém
6ng chong nhé lay chum nho gia lam bang ny
long bo vao dia. Ba vo thdy vdy la ong mot
méch bang tiéng M&, 6ng 1ay chum nho bo vao
chd cii mit may tinh bo khéng thém néi tiéng
nao! Trong Casino rat dong ngudi thoang nhin
nguoi ta tudng la nguoi Mé Tay Co nhung cach
in mic quan 4o mau mé hoi khic, ngudi 6m
hon, khuoén mat khic khd, nudec da xam hon,
nhiéu nguoi dé toc dai bude lam hai cai dudi
ga. b6 1a nhitng nguoi
da dd, ho ¢ nhitng bo
lac dau do vung
Arizona dugc xe buyt
do Casino thué bao ché
dén nhim 1am cho
Casino ting thém phan
x0m ty, dong khach,
thém nira ho ciling choi
kéo may mac du chi 5
xu, 25 xu nhung Casino
cling bon raut duge tién
cua ho duoc trong lgi
tecc 700, 800$% mot
thang nha nudc trg cip
cho nguoi My...chanh
gbc thd dia (Native Americans)!

An trua xong ra xe, thang con tai xé vi no qua
nén lim dim budn ngu va dua chia khoa xe cho
t6i l4i. TOi 1én vo ling vao xa 16 15 thing tap
tan chan tro1, muoi phut sau thi t61 cling khong
hon gi n6: dau lang lang, mit cay x&, cim tay
l4i ma tam hon phiéu du ling ding noi dau?
Nhin dai vao nut radio, cac dai VN ma toi
thuong nghe t6i da “Set” san, noi day khong
phu song ma thay vao do la dai My dia phuong,
giong mot 6ng muc su : “Mdi ngay, mdi mot
gidy phut trong doi séng, quy vi da chuan bi
linh hon dé san sang gap...Chua hay chwa?” T6i
hoang qua nhén qua nat CD thi giong ca tha
thiét muot ma cua Ngoc Lan cat 1én “Triéu
nguoi quen c6 maiy nguoi than? Khi lia doi co
may nguoi dua?” Toi tat luén nhac, ngap vai
c4i va con budn ngu rdi ciing qua nhanh.
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PUONG VAO XEM DAP

Con chimg 15 miles dén Las Vegas thi bén tay
mat c6 ban chi vao “Hoover Dam”. Nghe danh
dap da lau nhung chua c6 dip vao xem cho biét
tan tuong ra sao, 16n nho thé nao? Hom nay
dén day hiy con sém méi 2 gio chiéu nén toi
loan bao cho ca nha biét 1a minh vao xem dap
va queo phai vao con duong c6 té€n Lake Mead
Drive s6 146 di khoang 6 miles dbi qua 215 ri
515 South di Boulder City. T6i thanh phd nho
Boulder City tiép tuc con dudng 93 South chay
khoang 6 miles nita qua nhimg khuc quanh nui,
trén cao nhin xubng s& thidy hd Lake Mead
nude xanh ri va dap Hoover Dam hing vi ndm
chin ngang. Tong cong tir xa 16 15 vao toi dap
khoang 30 miles chi mat hon nira gio 14 xe.

Dap thuy dlen Hoover ngan dong song Colorado nam tren
bién gidi Nevada va Arizona

Om khic quanh d6 dbc ndi s& gip Lookout
Point 14 noi con dudng mé rong ra dé du khach
ding xe lai chup hinh vi noi ddy van con trén
cao nhin xudng dap Hoover hinh vong cung,
con duong 93 chay trén bo dap ciling theo vong
cung, phia Bic 1a Lake Mead va phia Nam dudi
chan dap 1a thac nudc d6 xubng thanh con song
Colorado nudc chay cudén cudn vé phuong
Nam dé d6 ra vinh California bén dit M& Tay
Co. Song Colorado noi day cling 1a bién gidi
ctia hai tiéu bang Nevada va Arizona. Bén hiru
ngan la Nevada, td ngan l1a Arizona quanh nam

khong ddi gio va dung gid Mountains Time,
mua Pong di trudc Cali mot gid nhung He thi
ca hai tiéu bang déu cung gio nhu nhau.

Mudn vao tham quan dap phai dau xe noi
garage 10n c6 459 chd dau gan Tour Center voi
1€ phi la 5§ mo{t ngay. Nha dau xe nay mdi
hoan tit mua hé 2002, truée khi xay phai cho
nd nui, don d4 mai co chd xay nha xe vi noi
day toan 1a nui da den khong co mit bang dé
xdy cat. Khac duong nady mua hé hay cudi tudn
nguoi ta di dong nén ket xe co thé mat gan ca
tiéng dong hod dé di qua dap va néu bai dau xe
da day hay muc d6 an ninh bio dong nguoi ta
s€ budc xe c¢d phai di luén va khong cho tham
quan. Nhitng xe 16n nhu Recreational Vehicle
hay xe kéo Trailer phai dau xe
¢ bai dau phia bén Arizona. To6i
ré tréi vao nha xe rdi ca nha di
bd vé hudng dap noi diy co
thang may va thang cudn
(escalator) dwa xubng ting
dudi, tai day c6 quay ban vé
(10$ nguoi lon va 5% cho tré
con). Khi ddy di mot nhom,
huéng dan vién s& dua di tham
quan xem video lich str va cong
trinh xdy dap, di xem nha may
thiy dién bién stc nuéc do
xuong thanh ngudn dién nang
bang nhimg may turbine khong
16 di xuyén qua cac tang lau.
Hai bén dap phia dudi vuc sau
déu dugc xdy nha may dién
nhiéu tang lau nhung du khach
chi dugc din tham quan nha
may bén phia Nevada ma thdi. Trudc khi vao
nha may tat ca moi nguoi déu phai di qua may
do vii khi, chat n6 nhu & phi truong dé ngin
ngira khing b pha hoai vi may dién ngung
hoat dong 1a ca thanh phd Las Vegas té liét
cling nhu mot s6 ving & Nam California ciing
bi mét dién. Néu dap bi chat n6 lam pha nudc,
nuée tir Lake Mead d6 xudng s& gay ngap lut
mdt vung rong 16n phia Nam.

LICH SU HOOVER DAM
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Song Colorado phat nguyén trén vung nii tuyet
mién Bic tiéu bang Colorado va chay ngodn
ngoeo theo hudng Tay Nam dai hon 1,400
miles qua Grand Canyon rdi d6 nuéc vao hd
Lake Mead, sau khi tran ra khoi ho bang Black
Canyon, song Colorado theo bién gidi gitra
California va Arizona chay ra bién ¢ Vinh
California thudc xit Mé Tay Co. Trudc khi dap
dugc xdy nguyén cd vung Colorado River
Basin phia Nam thuong hay bi “tro1 hanh con
lut mdi nam” nhit 1a mia Xuén tuyét tan trén
day Rocky Mountains chdy vao song gay ngap
lut va tan pha hoa mau. Nam 1921 6ng Herbert
Hoover (sau d6 dic cit Tong Théng tha 31
nhiém ky 1929-1933) c6 y kién 1a xay dép that
cao & Boulder Canyon canh hd Lake Mead dé
chan nudc lai va trir trong Lake Mead dung tiéu
tudi cho cic rudng tréng hoa mau ciing nhu
kiém soat luong nudc ngin ngia 1i Iyt dong
thoi 14y thuy dién tu dap phan phbi cung cap
cho cac thanh pho, tién ban dién sé tra dan cho
chi phi xdy dap va bao tri hang nam. Thang
Giéng 1922 6ng Hoover gip cac théng dbc cua
cac tiéu bang ma song Colorado chay qua nhu
Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah va Wyoming két qua 1a Hiép
Uéc Song Colorado dugc ky két vao ngay 24-
11-1922 chia song thanh hai vung thuong
ngudn va ha ngudn va cac tiéu bang thoa thuan
viéc ngudn nude duge diéu hoa va str dung nhu
thé nao dé khong ai bi thiét thoi. Nhic viéc nay
nhd dén viéc Trung Quéc tu ¥ xdy nhitng dap
trén thuong ngudn séng Ciru Long ma khong
hé ban thao véi cic nudc & phia ha ngudn nhu
Thai Lan, Lao, Cambuchia va Viét Nam! Mua
kho ho gilt nudce lai, 9 cira song & VN can dong
va nudc bién tran vao gy ngdp man lam chét
hoa trai, mua mang va tom cd dang nu6i. Mua
mua 1ii ho thdo nudc ra khién ngap lut ca ving
Pong Thap! Ho ldy 1y do vi khong 1a thanh
vién trong Uy Ban Séng Mé Kong cua Lién
Hiép Qudc nén khong phai tuan thu cac hiép
udc cua uy ban nay!

Nam 1930 d6 an xay dap Boulder Dam dugc
cac tiu bang chip thuan va Tong Théng
Hoover phé chuan va doi dia diém xay dap dén
Black Canyon dé dap c6 do cao hon. Pap duoc
khoi cong xdy ngay 20-4-1931 trong thoi ky
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khung hoang kinh té (Great Depression) nén
nhan coéng rat can viéc lam. Hang chuc ngan
ngudi téi xin viée che 1éu sinh séng ¢ xung
quanh cong trudng xdy dap thoi dy nguoi ta goi
la Ragtown (Lang Gié Rach), vo con cua cong
nhan phai sdng trong canh nghéo nan, thiéu vé
sinh, néng buc, bénh tat. Cé 6 hang tring thau
xdy dap theo hop ddng ho phai xay lang cho
cong nhan ¢ Boulder City nhung cac hing thiu
xay dap chi lo tién hanh xay dap cho kip thoi
han néu khong s& bi phat nén ho chénh mang
viéc xay nha va cong thém diéu kién lam viéc
kha nguy hiém nén cudi cing cong nhan da
phan déi dinh cong vao ngay 8-8-1931. Sau
hang thau x@y dap da phan Ung bang cach goi
luc luong chong dinh cong dén voi sting dng va
ma tric khién cudc dinh cong sém bi dep tan.
Sau cudc dinh cong viéc xay nha tam tra cho
cong nhan ¢ Boulder City mdi ting toc va mua
Xuan 1932 Ragtown dugc giai toa.

Trude khi xdy dap nguoi ta phai dao 4 duong
ham xuyén qua da lam duong cho nuédc chay
thay thé con song thién nhién s& bi ngan lai dé
lam dap. Muén dao duong hdm qua nui da
ngodi cho min nd, ho con ding mot thét xe
truck 16n ¢6 3 ting va trén mdi tang 1a nhing
ngudi thg cAm nhing miii khoan chay bang hoi
ép nhu nhimg khiu sting dai lién. Mua hé trong
vung nay rat nong nhat 13 trong dudng ham lai
thiéu quat gi6 that manh nén nhiing céng nhan
phai quan nhimng boc nudc d4 quanh ngudi cd
lam cho mat nhung cling khong da, hon 100
nguoi da thiét mang trong cong trinh xay dap!

Ngay 1-3-1936 cong trinh xdy dap hoan tat va
nha méay phat dién & Hoover Dam bat diu
chuyén dién trén day cao thé dai 266 miles vé
Los Angeles tir ngay 9-10-1936. Sau do6 nha
may duoc gin thém nhitng may phat dién khac
cho t6i 1961 mai hoan tat. Nha may dién c6 tat
ca 17 may turbines san xudt 2,074 megawatts
dién nang va dugc quan tri bdi co quan Bureau
of Reclamation tryc thugoc BO Noi Vu (US
Department of the Interior).

V& tén cua dap ciling c6 sy tranh chap chanh trj
trong viéc dat tén, tr trudc van goi la Boulder
Dam cho dén ngay 17-9-1930 dudi thoi Tong
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Théng Hoover, téng trudng Noi Vu 1a Ray L.
Wilbur loan bdo tén chinh thirc 1a Hoover Dam.
Nam 1933 Téng Théng Hoover tai tranh cit
nhung thit bai truéc d6i thu 1a Franklin
Roosevelt va tong truong Noi Vu méi la
Harold Ickes ddi tré lai tén cii 12 Boulder Dam.
Cudi cung ngay 30-4-1947 Tong Théng Harry
Truman ky nghi dinh phuc hoi tén Hoover
Dam.

NHUNG SO LIEU:

Phi t6n cho cong trinh xdy ddp 1a 165 tridu
dong.

Dap cao 726.4 feet (221.4 mét) la dap cao tha
nhi & Hoa Ky.

Bé& ddy dudi chan dap 1a 660 feet (200 mét) va
thanh trén 1a 45 feet (15 mét).

Sb luong bé tong xdy 1a 4.36 triéu yard khdi
(3.33 triéu mét khoi).

C6 tit ca 21,000 cong nhan, trung binh mdi
ngay co6 3,500 nguoi lam viéc va khi cao diém
(thang 6/1934) c6 dén 5,218 nguoi.

Tién mdi thang tra lwong cho cong nhan trung
binh 1a 500,0008.

Mobi ngay c6 khoang 13 dén 16 ngan nguoi
ngdi xe qua dap.

MGi nim cé 8 dén 10 triéu du khach viéng
tham dap.

NHUNG PIEU CAN BIET KHI VIENG
DAP:

- Parking Garage: M¢ ctra 8 gio sang va dong
ctra lac 6 gio chiéu, mdi 1an dau 5$ va chi nhan
tién mat.

- Hoover Dam Tour Center: M& cura tir 9 gio
sang dén 5 gio chiéu, quanh nim chi nghi ngay
L& Ta On va Giang Sinh.

- Discovery Tour: gia vé ngudi 16n (17 dén 61
tudi) 108, Cao Nién (trén 62) 8%, Tré Con (7
dén 16 tudi) 58, dudi 6 tudi mién phi.

- Tour hoat dong tir 9 gid sang dén 4 gid 45
chiéu nhung nén to1 trude 3 gio chiéu mai xem
dugc day du. Chi duoc mang theo nudc udng
trong chai, khong dugc mang thic an, soda
trong lon, keo cao su. Mua hé khi hau rat néng
nén mic d6 nhe nhang va doi non. Trong Tour
¢6 16i di cho nguoi tan tat ngdi xe lan.
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Nhu'ng co may turbme khong 16 trong nha
may dudi ddp nhiam cung cip dién ning cho
Las Vegas va Los Angeles

- Xe Truck 18 banh khong dugc luu thong qua
dap. Tét ca moi loai xe khong duogc dung lai
trén dap. Sau khi troi t6i bo hanh khong duoc
di b trén dap.
- Can biét thém chi tiét lién lac s6 dién thoai
702-294-3517.

Vua tham dy Tour, xem video, nghe thuyét
minh vira di choi ty do, uong ca phé, chup hinh
chung t6i mat 2 tiéng dong hod cho chuyén ghé
tham Hoover Dam. Mot cudc Vleng tham hiru
ich nhit 1a cho tré con dé mé mang hiéu biét.
Hoover Dam 1a mét cong trinh xay dung vi dai
noi 1én strc manh va chiu khé ctia ngudi My,
tao cong an viéc lam trong thoi ky khung hoang
kinh té va mang dén mot ngudn loi kinh té bt
tan. Hoover Dam dugc cong nhan la ky quan
lich str ¢6 tim murc qubc gia (National Historic
Landmark) va dugc Hi¢p Hoi Ky Su Cong
Chanh Hoa Ky (American Society of Civil
Engineers) xép hang 1a mét trong 7 cong trinh
hoanh trang nhit nuéc My (Seven Most
Wonder Projects)./.
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