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Bui Dirc Hop

Tu ngay di cu sang My, t61 c6 mot cau hoi
nhung chua tim ra cau trd 101 thoa dang.
Trude day, tat ca chau My 1a thudc dia cua
Phap, Anh, hodc Tay Ban Nha, va dugc doc
1ap trén dudi 200 nim nay ma tai sao Béc
My§ nhu Hoa Ky, Canada, van minh tién bo,
trong khi d6 phan dong cac nuéc Nam
Trung My nhu ME, Columbia, Peru v. v. lai
nghéo nan, tut hau. DPac biét 1a Columbia
(a), mot nudce dat rong
nguoi thua voi nhiéu
tai nguyén thién nhién.
Nhéan dip, Trac, con
t6i, ddi sang day hoc &
Cartagena, Columbia,
t6i bén két hop viée di
tham con, voi viéc di
dé tim ciu giai dap.
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Roi San Jose ngay 15-
10-04, t6i va chau
Hing dap may bay cia
hang hang khong Delta
di Atlanta, GA, r6i Bogota, thu d6 cua
Columbia. Bogota v&i dan s6 7 triéu nim
trén cao nguyén +2600 m, nén thoi tiét mat
lanh nhu Pa lat, 14 d6 C. Chung t6i ¢ lai
Thi P6 1 ngay dé tham quan thanh phd.
Trua hém sau, may bay ndi dia cua hang
Avianca ch¢ chung t6i di Cartagena, d6i nai
chap chung hién ra trong sudt mot gio bay.
Hau hét mién tay bac Columbia I nti non
hiém try, con mot nira nude phia nam 1a
dong lay (Jungle) thudc chau tho song
Amazon. Mic dau gio bay ngin ngui,
Avianca da cho hanh khich an bira trua
thinh soan, c6 x6 sb gitp vui; cha bu véi
Delta, sudt 5 gid bay tir San Jose dén
Atlanta chi cho hanh khach an t6i 1 goi
pretzels nhé xiu, vira kho vira man. Néu lan
to1 phai di hang nay, t6i s€ mang theo com
nam mudi ving!

Ngay dau & Cartagena, toi cam thdy kho
chiu vi nhiét d6 1én t6i 30 d¢, gibng nhu
Saigon; sau d6 giam dan xudng 25 d0, lanh
vé dém, nho nhitng con mua rao va gid bién.
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Cartagena 1a mot ban dao hinh L, ndm trong
vinh Caribbean , v6i dan s 850,000. N6 la
hai cang 16n nhat ctia Columbia, dong thoi
ciing 14 thanh phd du lich ndi tiéng nhat ciia
Nam My. Cartagena gém 2 khu: khu du lich
va khu phé ¢6 (Old Town) .
Khu du lich g6m nhiéu khach san 5 sao,
song bai, nha hang, va nhiing cao b¢ tir 20
tang tro 1én, trai dai theo bo bién
Bocagrande, Castillogrande, Laguito, dd so
khong kém gi Miami. Ca mot bai bién dong
‘ nguoi, nhung
khong co lay
mot nha vé sinh
cong cong. Hoi
ra méi biét, nha
vé sinh cong
cong chi co tai
phi cang, xa
cang, vién bao
tang, va cac

trung tam
thuong mai.
Khu pho co

dugc bao boc
boi thanh liiy kién cd, chi chit nhitng nha
thd, tu vién, dinh thy; nha cira kién tric theo
kiéu Tay Ban Nha vao thé ky tha 16 voi
balcon chia ra, dudong sa quanh co, chat hep.
Co quan UNESCO d4 xép hang Old Town
vao nhirng di tich lich sir thé giéi can duoc
bao ton.
Tbi yéu canh vat caa thanh phd nay vi chd
nao ciing c6 cdy xi, cdy bang 1a d6 nam ké
bén nhau, rat gan véi hinh anh qué huong
t61. Du khach du kho tinh dén dau ciing
phai thira nhan rang phu nit Columbia diu
dang, than hinh thon gon, khong sO s&, n6 1o
nhu phu nir tai mot sO nudce.
Trong nhitng ngay luu lai Cartagena, to61 da
tham du hau hét cac tua nhu city tour, dao
Baru', chudi dao Man coi Rosaria v. v. va
da di hét cac 10 trinh xe bus cong cong dé
tham quan vung ngoai 6 Cartagena 1a noi
dong dan nghéo cu ngu.
Xe bus cii ky, dn 4o vi vin nhac to, khong
loe logt nhu  xe jeepney cua Phi Luat Tan.
Gia vé dong hang 700P (c), bat ké xa gan.
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Tai xé thu va théi tién, khong ban vé, ngimg
xe bat ctr chd nao co khach cho.

Trudce khi di, Trac dén: Bén nay it nguoi noi
dugc tiéng Anh. Téi bén hoc sdn mot sd tir
tiéng Si (Spanish) thong duing nhu: Si = co,
No = khong, Gracia = cam on, Buenas =
chao, Cuentoes = bao nhiéu tién, Cuentos
lejos = bao nhiéu xa v. v.

Roi mot hém troi nang dep, t6i truc chi phia
bic bang xe bus. Thay khong con hanh
khach nao trén xe, lo xe bao toi xubng. Véi
s6 von Si ngir, cong thém body language, t61
khong tai nao dién ta cho lo xe hiéu y dinh
ctia toi 1a mudn di t6i bén (terminal bus), rdi
quay vé diém khoi hanh Centro. Sau mét
h6i miia may, bac tai hiéu y, tha t6i ¢ bén.
T6i sang xe bus khac va trg vé Centro.
Trong 3 tudn di day di d6, t6i ghi nhan mot
sb su kién sau day:

-Luat 1€ luu thong: Tai Cartagena cling nhu
Bogota, tai xé 14n lach, doi khi vuot dén do,
khong ton trong vach bang qua duong danh
cho nguoi di bd. Ong Horacio Del Castillo,
mot k§ nghé gia nguoi Columbia ma td1 méi
quen qua su gi6i thiéu cta Tric, cho biét 1ai
xe & day khong budn nga nhu & MY, vi tai
xé luc nao ciing phai dé cao canh giac, ngod
ngang ngod doc; nho vdy ma bdt tai nan.
Puong c6 thé thay doi mot chiéu thanh hai
chidu trong ngdy hodc nhitng ngdy trong
tuan, ca la mot van nan cho nhiing nguoi li
xe xa la.

-Nguwoi ban nhiéu hon ngwoi mua: Bii
bién, ctra ra vao khach san, hé phé tran ngap
nguoi ban dao. Ho ban du moi tht hang
nhu chudi chién, xoai, vai chai nude ngot,
kinh mat, gidy dép, cho dén lon tom, cua
ludc voi nude chAm Tabasco v. v. Ho lam
du moi thir nghé, tir co ghé, co 18u, co tiém
an, dam bop, bsi toc, son méng tay, do
huyét ap, chup hinh, dan ca, soc bau cua ca
cop bang tién mit v. v. Qudy ray nhat la
ngudi ban rong moi chao dai nhu dia, hét
tép nay lai toi top khac, mic dau chung toi
da lic dau "No, gracia" nhiéu lan. Thiét
tuong cac tay anh chi ding bén, dung bai
trong nudc can dugc guri sang day tu nghiép,
dé hoc thém nhiéu nghé méi.
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Manh mung hon ca 1a bon co da. Biét doi
chat tiéng Anh, ching bu quanh du khach
nudc ngoai, dit mdi téi cac tiém lam ngoc
(emerald) d& an hoa hong (d). Tai Old
Town, chung t61 du dinh thdm tu vién San
Pedro Claver do dong Jesuit 1ap vao thé ky
17. V¢ vao ctra 1a 5000P, chi thém 2000 P
cho huéng dan vién noi tiéng Anh, chuc sin
ngoai ctra. Thay chung t6i do du, mot gi an
mic banh bao, deo thé bai dé nghi chung t6i
sang bén kia duong xem vién bao tang free,
di vong vo mot hoi, rdi cudi cing anh dua
chung t6i td1 tiém lam ngoc!

Vi ham dbi tién voi héi suat cao, mot s6 du
khach bi nhitng tay d6i tién rong ludng gat.
Trudc mat khach, ho diém da 1 x4p gom 10
td gidy 50,000 P, nhanh nhu trdo bai ba 14
ho rat ra 1 to lic nao khong hay! Néu khach
yéu cau dém lai, ho Sorry va tro bip cli cir
vay ma tai dién.

Thém vao d6, sé hanh khat, nhitng ngudi
khong nha da lam gidm di vé thanh tao cua
mot thanh phd du lich.

-An ninh: Vi thiéu an ninh, nha nuéGc
khuyén céo du khach khong nén di ra ngoai
6 vé dém, nhu khu Getsemani, ké bén Old
Town. Cong tu sd, si€u thi, noi nao cling co6
bdo v¢ gac, riéng tai nhirng khach san 16n
nhu Hilton, canh sat gic vong trong, quan
d6i gac vong ngoai. Y 1a du khach Asian,
chung toi cr tinh bo tham quan tir khach san
nay sang khach san khac, nhat 1a Hotel De
Caribe, canh nha Truc, t6i ndo ciing ¢ nhac
song, cudi tuan co trinh dién van nghé. Néu
bao vé hoi, toi tra 1oi bang tiéng Anh, ho
khong hiéu, thé 1a ctr limg ling tién vo!

Khi t6i ngé ¥ mubn di Bogota bang duong
bd, ong Castillo khuyén t61 khong nén, vi
phai mat 20 gio xe, ma con c6 thé bi phién
quan chin dudng bat coc hodc doi tién mai
16.

Bao dong, an cip, an cudp co v trang, hiép
dam 1a nhitng chuyén thuong xiy ra tai
Bogota.

-Kinh té: Columbia c6 nhiéu tai nguyén
thién nhién nhu diu hoa, than da, kén lam
ngoc (50% san lugng thé gidi), xuat cang
dugc pham, nong pham nhu chudi, duong,
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ca phé ( ding tht nhi sau Ba Tay), bach
phién tri gid 6 ty MK hang nim (80% thi
truong thé gi6i), trong khi d6 nguoi thua (45
triéu chi hon phan ntra dan $6 VN), dat rong
( 400,000 sqm rong hon 3 1an dién tich VN).
Thé nhung, qudc gia nay lai no nhu chiia
chdm. Theo théng ké 2002, tién no nudc
ngoai: 39 ty MK, ty 1¢ thit nghiép: 19%
(trén thyuc té, ty 1€ trén con cao hon nhiéu),
tong loi tirc mbi ddu ngudi (per capita GDP)
la 6200 MK, trong khi d6 ctia Hoa Ky la
33,900.

Khi trd chuyén voi nhitng ngudi ban rong
trén bai bién, ho cho biét mdi ngay chi kiém
khoang 5000 P, chat vat lim méi c6 thé nudi
song ca gia dinh! Cang di xa thanh thi, t6i
cang thay su gidu nghéo qua cach biét. Tai
lang danh c& Boquilla, chi cach Cartagena
10 km, dan ching sbéng chen chic trong
nhitng cin nha t6i tan lop bang fibrociment,
tuong bang gach duc so sai, xdy dung trén
bai rac.

Nhiing su ki€n vira trinh bay da noi 1én mot
phan nao tinh hinh bit 6n cta xir s& nay vé
ca ba mit kinh té, chinh tr va xa hoi. Theo
thién y toi, nhitng nguyén nhan sau day da
g6p phan vao tinh trang bat on
noi trén:

-Chiing t¢c: Columbia c6 20%
dan da tring gbc Si, ( tai cac
nuéc Bic My, dan da tring
chiém dai da s6), con lai 1a dan
da den gdc no 1¢, ngudi ban xi
gbc da do va nhitng dan lai 3
dong mau ndéi trén. Dan da
trang thudng 1a chu cac cong ki
nghé, doanh nghiép, don dién,
con dan da mau phin dong di
lam cong cho gidi chu, hoac
lam nhiing nghé ty do nhu lai
taxi, danh ca, trong trot voi loi
tire thap Khoang 60% déan da
mau that hoc, mot sd tré em
khong téi trudng, sinh sdng
bang nghé 4n xin hoic béi rac.
-Phién quéin va phan phién (guerillas and
paramilitaries): Nam 1819, dudi su lanh dao
cua Simon Bolivar, Columbia da danh ddc
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lap tir tay nguoi Tdy Ban Nha. K& tiép la
nodi chién La violencia giita 2 phe Tu Do va
Bao Thu bung nd vao nim 1948 khién
300,000 nguoi chét. Phong trao phlen quan
bit ngudn tir ddy. Chinh pha di ¢ ging
thuong thuyet nhiéu lan nhung thit bai.
Trong s6 thap nhi st quan, nay chi con lai 2
nhom FARC than Cong véi 18,000 tay sung,
va ELN than Cuba véi 5000 tay sung. Bi
mat ca 2 nguén tai trg, ho hoat dong kinh tai
bing cach bat coc, khung bd, budn thube
phién. v. v. Chung chiém c@r nhitng ving
rong 16n (khoang 40% nodng thon), it dan,
duong sa di lai kho khan.

Vi khong du kha ning kiém soat nhiing
ving do phién quin chiém déng, chinh phu
dd 1am ngo dé nhom phan phién chéng lai
phién quan. Nhom nay vé6i 12,000 tay sung
gay ra nhiing vu tham sat thuong dan ma
ching tinh nghi 13 bao che phién quan.
Trong phong khach sang trong c6 cola ( mot
thr nudce ngot dia phuong) va banh ngot, tai
trang trai Balcon cua oOng Castillo, ¢
Turbacco, ti dat vin dé:

-Liéu chinh phu c¢6 kha niang dep phién quan
khong?

Mot cong truong & thi do Bogota

-Khéng, vi chinh phu khéng du luc luong
hanh quan trong nhiing vung doi nui hiém
trd. Ong khang dinh nhu vay.
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-Bing dang nha phién (drug cartels): Pién
hinh 13 t6 chitc The Medellin cartel, 13nh
dao bdi tén trum Pablo Escobar véi tai san
kéch xu 2 ty MK. Nam1982, hin dugc bau
vao Thuong Vién, da bo tién ra xay dung
khu nha méi cho 200 h¢ nghéo tai Medellin.
Ké tir nim 1983, chinh phu quyet tam bai
trir ma tiy; dé kh01 bi truy 6, cac tén tram
dé nghi giup chinh pha ngan khoan 13 ty
MK dé tra hét no nudc ngoai, di nhién la
nha nudc tir chdi.

Sau nhiéu cudc thuong thuyet khong thanh,
bon ching gié tro khing bd nhu nd bom tai
ngan hang, trén may bay Avianca hdi thang
11/89 giét hai 107 hanh khach v. v. Thang
12/93, Escobar bi giét, vao nam 1995 hau
hét cac tén trum bi dua ra toa, nhung tan du
ctia chung gia nhap vao nhimg nhém phién
quan va phan phién. K§ nghé budn 14u nha
phién khong vi thé ma giam sat. Ngoai ra,
phai ké dén mot nguyén nhan phu, do la
nhiém ky cua tong thong

-Nhi¢ém ky ciia Tong Thong: Khi o6ng
Alvaro Uribe, 50 tudi, ung cur vién doc 1ap
duge bau lam Téng Théng nam 2002, toi
nghi rang ong co thé thong nhat giang son
vé mot mdi vi nhimg thanh tich chinh tri lay
limg cta 6ng. Xuét than 1a mot luat gia, tot
nghiép hau dai hoc tai Harvard, Hoa Ky, 6ng
da tung lam thi trudéng tai Medellin, roi
thdng dbc tai Antioquino. Cha 6ng bi phién
quan giét nam 1983, ban than 6ng bi 4m sat
hyt 15 1an!

Cung tan bd trén bai cd xanh, bén canh bui
trac vang day dic, toi hoi thing oOng
Castillo:

-Hai nim qua, Tong Thong Uribe da dat
duogc nhimg thanh tich gi dang ké?

-Khoéng c6 gi dang nai.

-Vay chi con 2 nam choét, liéu Tong thdng c6
dep tan phién quéan nhu di hira.
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-Chéc chén 1a khong!
Theo hién phap Columbia, téng théng ciing
nhu nghi si, dan biéu, chi co moét nhiém ky
duy nhat 4 nam, khong c6 quyen tai ung cu.
Nhu vay rat kho cho mot tong théng hoan
tat chwong trinh hanh dong ciia minh trong
mot nhiém ky! T6i mong rang mot ngdy
kia, hién phap s& duoc tu chinh.
DPiém sau cing ma t6i mudn ghi nhan Ia
Columbia c¢6 nhiéu cai gidng Viét Nam nhur
cay bang la do; cong tu sé dong ctra nghi
trua tr 12-2 gid; mon an thong dung la ca
ran, rau séng, com nau nude dira (c6 18 nudce
dira dugc thang k¥, nén com tréng try thanh
ndu); chu trong doi séng gia dinh v. v. Qua
cac cudc tiép xtc v6i gioi binh dan ciing
nhu truéng gia, t6i thidy ngudi Columbia
hiéu khach. Chang toi dugc nhiéu phu
huynh hoc sinh moi té1 nha, phai chang ho
thAm nhudn ciu mudn con hay chi, thi yéu
khong nhirng thay c6 ma con yéu ca ba ma
ctia thay co.
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Ngay 5/11/04 chung t61 tro vé San Jose
trong sy luyén tiéc, vi con nhiéu thing canh
chua di thdm nhu miéng nti lra Totumo,
cong vién qudc giaTayrona v. v.; chua duoc
ngil vong tap thé co mung dudi choi 1a do
chu nhan nguoi Phap Gilbert cho muén voi
gia rat u 1a binh dan, 4 MK mot dém, trén
bii bién Tring (Plaza de Blanca), bai bién
dep nhit trong ving; khong dugc coi Miss
Columbia, cudc thi hoa hau dugc té chic
vao ngay 11/11 hang ndm tai Cartagena.
Khi phi co bay ngang khong phén Cuba,
may Chleu lang 18 d6i mau, tir trang sang
vang rdi do, nhimg hai dao dan dan hién ra
0 nét. Thiét tuong ché do doc tai hay sir
quan nao cling lam cho nguoi dan 1am than,
diéu dimg. Toi cau mong Columbia sém co
mot trong hai diéu: ndy sinh mot vi anh
hung ¢& Dinh By Linh, dep tan 12 st quan
va théng nhat giang son vé mot mdi hoic
nhiing lanh chia duong thoi biét tir bé danh
vong, quyén luc ma quay vé vdi chinh nghia
qudc gia.



