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Néu vuon cta ban bi nhitng con gophers
hay moles dong d6 thi ban c6 thé thué mot
cong ty chuyén vé pest control dé giai quyét.
Hoac la ban c6 the theo phuong phép trong
bai nay, dung mot sO vt lidu ré tién c6 ban tai
céc tiém vat liu xay dyng va lam vuon nhu
Home Depot, OSH, Lowe’s ... Bai nay viét ra
c¢6 muc dich chia xé véi cdc ban mét kinh
nghiém ban than trong viéc danh dudi mot
con gdf, voi nhitng hiéu biét tham khao trén
Internet va sach chi dan lam vuon. Cubi bai s&
c6 mot bang tinh chi phi lién quan dén van dé
nay. _

TINH TRANG CUA VUON.

Mot bubi sdng dep troi, t6i ra vudn dang
sau nha tinh xem cdy budi da ra hoa chua thi
thay ciy dy bi bat gbc glong nhu bi nhd ca
gbc 1én. Sau nay moi biét la dat phia dudi cay
bi con gopher (trong bai nay t6i goi la con gof
cho ngdn gon) dao hé lam cay budi bi d6
xuong Cay budi duoc trong sét ria mot tham
c6 dé ciing dugc tudi nude voi co trong hé
thong phun. Sau d6 vai bira lai thdy ngay trén
tham co c6 4 chd duong kinh khoang 10cm
dén 15 cm, mdi chd cdch nhau ching Im, co
dang xanh tuoi ty nhién bién mat. Thay vao
d6 1a mot 16p dat khong cao lam, ching 1-
2cm thoi, nhu duge dua tir dudi 1én mat dat.
Nghi ngd ¢ mot con vat nao d6 & dudi long
dat thinh thoang 1én kiém an trén mat dat vao
ban dém, toi léy mdt cdy tre nhé choc moét 16
vao 16p dat méi dao d6 va ding voi nude xit
thang vao. Chéng thdy con ndo chay ra ca, toi
xit thém thudc trir sdu cung khong thay dong
tinh gi. Vai bira sau, lai thdy vai chd nhu thé,
tong cong lai ¢ téi hon chuc hd. Tuy goi 1a
hd nhung con vét (hay nhitng con vat) qudi dc

Al HOU cONG CHANH

CON “GOPHER”
TRONG VUON

Nguyén Si-Tuat

kia mdi khi dao hang dudi dat thi day dat 1én
thanh thir bit luén ca miéng hd, N6 bién mdi
chd né dio dang l1a coé tuoi trd thanh mot
miéng dat kho, duong kinh khoang 10-15cm.
Tham co, do d6, trong loang 16 x4u han di. Va
day mdy cat co cting bi kh6 khan hon.

Hoi mot sd lang giéng thi dwoc biét ho
cling bi van d& nay tir ca ndm trude, chi c6
diéu la 12 sao biy gio' nha tdi méi bi ? Ho con
néi diia rang c6 18 may con vat kia bi ho tiéu
trir, hét dit 1am 4n, nén chay qua sin sau nha
t6i ! Hién tuong nay thudng thdy tai nhiing
noi nao dat rong, hodc canh nhirng cong vién,
sin golf, c6 nhiu cdy co, 1a moi trudng sinh
song cho nhiing con moles, gophers (c6 tu
dién Anh-Viét dich chung la chudt chii
nhung khong ding vi con gbf khong thudc
gidng chudt, chi séng dudi dat va chi in co,
14, dot non, va ré cdy). Phai c6 du thic an,
nghia 14 dat trong cdy co phai nhiéu hon dat
xdy nha, vi nhitng con ndy rit hdu in mdi
ngdy cin in mot lwong thirc dn I6n. Trung
binh c6 chiéu dai tir 12cm t6i 25¢m, 16ng mau
den, ndu, tiy ving. Ching thuong song &
nhitng noi c6 nhidu ciy co va dét tot — chinh
la nhung noi ching ta hay vun bén chdm s6c
cho cy co duoc tdt tuoi !!

Bai nay chu yéu viét vé con gbf, dya trén
kinh nghiém ban than, ¢ tham khao thém tai
liéu trén Internet, dac biét tai liCu cua cic
truong Dai Hoc Nong Nghiép My, va céc
sich viét vé gardening nhu cubn Sunset
Western Garden Book 7" edition. Con vé con
mole, tai liéu trén Internet rat nhiéu, Xin tim
kiém bang cdch ddnh chit mole control vao
chd address ctia Internet browser, s& c6 hang
tram tai liéu d€ tham khéo.
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NHUNG PHUONG PHAP TONG KHU
CON GOF.

Dung ra, trén phuong dién moi sinh, con
géf va con mole rat t6t cho viéc quéan binh hé
thong moi sinh. N6 1am ting su thong thoang
cua dat va gitp dat luu chuyén dé dang tir
tang 16p trén xudng dudi va nguoc lai.

C6 nhiéu céch dé trur bon ching, m{t dya
trén viéc giam bt thic 4n cua ching dé
chiing “don nha” di chd khic, mot dua trén
viéc danh bay, giét chét hay rai nhirng chat
chiing “ghét” nhu castor oil 1a mot loai thudc
nhuan truong cé ban trong nhiing tiém thudc
tay.

1 GIAM BOT THUC AN CUA
CHUNG. “Tim cédch giam b6t nhitng cay
nio c6 thé cung cap thirc an cho ching
nhu tiéu di€t co dai, hodc tim cach thay
d6i cic cay trong.

2. TIEU DIET Dung bay thii c6
ban tai cac tiém nhu OSH, Wal-Mart,
Home Depot. Nhitng biy ndy phai dit
ding trong cic duong hang hé cua ching.
Hoic dung thubc doc. Hodc ding nhiing
thoi gas nhu The super gasser giant
destroyer cua hang Atlas chemical corp.
khi dot s& phun khéi sulfur va sodium
nitrate vao cac hang hé. Nhirng thtr nay
déu c6 thé mua tai cdc tiém vira néi hoic
tai cac tiem ban nhirng dung cu lam vuon.

3. XUA PUOI RA KHOI VUON
. Cho vdi nudc xit nudc that nhiéu dé gbf
ngdp phai chay ra. Mot sb tic gia dé nghi
mot s6 nhitng dung cu phét ra siéu 4m
hodc mot sé mui vi nhung viéc dp dung
chwa duoc phd bién vi két qua chua dugc
kiém chimg rong rii. Hodc c6 thé dung
nhitng cong thirc sau day, lay tor nhitng vat
lidu sin c6 trong nha hay dé mua tai tiém:

A. Formula by: Jerry Baker, "The
Garden Time" program Jerry Baker
Formula:

o 1 cup castor oil 2 teaspoons

Alum

o 1 cup liquid dish soap

o 1 cup human urine

Put in 20 gallon hose end sprayer,
sprayer dose ratio, water evaporates.
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B. Cong thuc cua Ohio State University -
College of Food, Agriculture  and
Environmental Sciences, The University of
Georgia College of Agricultural and
Environmental, cling tuong tu:

o 3 oz. of castor oil

o 3 tablespoons liquid detergent
Place in blender and blend until frothy.

Add 8 tablespoons of water and blend again
till frothy

Using a 15 gal. Ortho hose end sprayer, put
15 tablespoons of castor oil mix in jar. Fill
remainder of jar with water. Attach sprayer to
your hose and spray castor oil solution to the
entire lawn and garden area. Apply while
walking at a slow pace.

Castor oil 12 thudc nhuan truong ban tai
céc tiém thudc tay.

Cong thuc trén d4p dung cho nhitng con
moles nhung t6i thiy con gof ciing so nurdc xa
bong (loai dishwashing liquid nhidu bot).
Thuc ra, theo td1, con thd nao cling s¢ uéng
nude xabdng va thudc nhudn truong !

THUC TE AP DUNG.

T6i da dung nhirng phuong phdp sau:

1. Liic dau, khong muon sat sinh,
theo ding phu:ong cham “sdng va dé moi
vat (cung) song” (chung cho vui), t6i da
thtr xit nudc xuong cdc 16 con vat méi
dao. Nhung chang biét ching ¢6 bi ngop
hay khong ma chang thdy ngoe nio nhiy
ra ! T6i hom san ¢ moi dung cu ndo ging
tay, nao gdy, phong hd né nhdy Ién thi
dung gy dap dap chung quanh cho ching
s0... nhung tiéc qua chang c6 dip dung
tdi. Sau do, t61 toi Wal-Mart mua mot so
nhang dbt 1én, rdi dung mdy xéy téc muon
cua ba xa, thdm chi huy dong ca mdy
blower thdi (14) hi vong n6 bi ngdp nhung
cling chang thay vat nao bo lén. Toi mirc
toi bat dau nghi ngo rang dudi déat chang
¢6 con vat ndo ca; dat c6 thé da dugc vat
nao do6 dun tur bén canh qua!

2. Tiép theo mdt tuan, thdy mot
s6 hd méi, t6i danh phai mua loai super
gasser, giant destroyer, vira n6i & trén,
mdi hé t6i ddt thir 1 thoi gas dai chimng
12cm. Hi vong néu khong tan diét thi
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cling lam ching hodng s¢ va don nha di

noi khic. Pé luong tdm khoi can rut,

trude khi d6t, toi khan tham “rang thi 12,

cuc ching da, méi phai ding ha sich da

man nay xin quy vi thong cam” ! Dbt cho

4 hé céch nhau 3 ngay ma ap tai vao dat

ling nghe ciing ching thiy “né” bi ho hen

hay nghen thd - va ciing ching biét ¢

“né” khong ? Dot thoi dau thiy hdi hop

“d& so” nhu dbt phdo dung, lo rang thoi

gas tu nhién nd danh ding mot céi c6 khi

ric r0i to. Nhat Ia nha san xuét chi cam
doan c6 5 gidy sau khi d6t ngoi, dé...chay.

May qua, sau 5 gidy, qua nhién né chi xi

ra nhu phdo xi vay thdi. Lic d6 t6i mon

men lai 14p ngay h6, nén khéi khong xi

trén mat dat nhiéu. Mui sulfur c6 _phang

phat dau day nhung khong dén ndi lam
phién hang x6m ling giéng.

3. Coi bo gas chang ‘an anh”,
quay tré vé phuong phdp s6 3, lan nay ap
dung cOng thiac B cua Ohio State
University da néi ¢ trén, chua ddm dung
cong thirc A cua Jerry Baker vi né c6 vé
ban “khai” thé nao Ay !

KET QUA THUC TIEN

Sau khi dung dung dich soap/castor oil
n6i ¢ doan 3 trén day xit vao 16 méi ddo
dugc khoang 1 phit thi dot nhi€n mdt con
vat dai chung 20cm nhdy vot 1€n khoi miéng
hé 1di chay ra ngoai sin cd. Sdn c6 vdi xit
nude t6i lien hudng din vdi nudc ¢ ca xa
bong va castor oil vao né nhung khdng
tring; né tiép tuc chay trén Ién suon ddi.

Sau mot vai gidy sirng s& ding ngén to te,
t6i bo vdi nudc xudng va hing huc dudi
theo, bao dan thém nhd dang di gidy. Con
g6f chay tuong do1 chdm c6 thé vi da bi xa
bong 1am cay mét va di udng thube “nhuin
truong’ castor oil kha no bung. N6 chay trén
phan dat ching t6i dang trong hoa ¢6 nhiéu
chd rong dé tréng chua trong trot, nghia la
t6i con nhidu co may dé “thanh toan”. Pudi
theo trén 10m thi toi bét kip chi con cdch xa
né Im. N6 ngung lai quay nhin t6i va nhe
ham rang ra, thay khiép ! Dung lic d6 tdi lai
khdm phé thém mot diéu la trong tay khong
c6 mot tic sit, va ching c6 ging bao vé !
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Thé 12 da gio chan 1én tinh dap n6 (cho nat
nhur ra) t6i lai tur tor ha cang xuong de quay
tré lai hd cii luom céi xéng xuc dat roi hung
diing tro lai chién truong. Dau xéng nay nho
bang ban tay, chi can xoay mot chit 12 c6 thé
thao ra khoi cdi can gd mot cich dé dang.

N6 chua chay xa, nén toi lai gan n6 khong
khé khin lim. Pung lan ngudi xuong trong
thé chuén bi t6i vung xéng 1én nhim vao dau
no, chang ngo bi hut. N6 cam thay nguy
hiém hon trudc nén lai co gid chay nira. Toi
vOi vang dudi theo sét. Lan nhi, nham that k¥
va vut that manh, déng thoi nhi thAim chéng
1€ trdi banh golf nho hon né ma con dinh
tring sao muc ti€u nay 16n hon ma lai trat
dugc. Qua ding nhu vay, “véo” mot cdi, tdi
thiy mot vat nho bay di xa ca vai chuc
thudc. Mt khac, lai cam thay tay hoi nhe di,
nhin k§ hoa ra la vat bay di la cdi dau xéng
nho con tay minh chi cam cai cdn go !

Céch xa t61 hon 2m hoi xéo vé€ phia trdi,
mot vat den xi nam théng céng, do6 la con
gbf.

KET LUAN TAM THOL

Nhiing loai gophers, moles c6 thé tri dugc
nhung mudn ching khoi quay riy ta nita, can
co su kién nhan va nhét 1a phai c6 nhiing
hanh dong tiép theo. Nhur khi da “ha” xong
con gbf, can xem xét hang ngay thiy c6 dong
dat nao kha nghi méi dugc dao, thi phai tiép
tuc truy lang va tryc xuat nhirng con vat quai
ac do di.

CHI PHI THUC TE

1. Thué pest control companies.

Mot lan, bao dam trong mot thang: 135
USD

Néu ky hop dong hing nim, gdm ludn ca
viée diét trir kién, sdu bo, gidn v..v..:
35$/thang + tién vat lidu (néu phai diét trir
nhiéu gophers/moles/voles s& tinh phu phi)

2. Lam lay:

Mua tong cong $30.0 (dung dugc 8 1an)

o 2 g6i gasser (8 thoi gas): 13.0
o 4 chai4oz. castor oil 14.0
o 1 chai dishwashing liquid 3.0
o Mua thém néu chua c6: 1 15-gal.
sprayer: 6.5
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