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Csu TRUONG TIEN

Trong La Thu Af Hiru Cong-Chénh sé 81, trang 10,
ba Pham-Bach-Van, ¢ San Jose,California, Hoa-Ky.
¢6 dua ra ciu hoi : “Cau Trang-Tién sdu vai mudi
hai nhip, hay 1a sdu nhip muoi hai vai ?” va da duoc
Ban Phy-Tréch tra 101 so qua r0i. Tuy nhién vi Ban
Phy-Trach ¢6 yéu ciu ai-hiru nao da tung sdng va
lam viéc nh1eu nam & Hué thi xin bd tic thém, cho
nén toi viét bai nay dé gép mot vai tai lieu ma toi da
¢6 dip suu tim biy lau nay.

Trudc hét, xin dinh chinh tén cau la Trlrong Tién
chor khong pha1 Trang- Tlen con “vay” cau la
khoang céch g1u:a hai try cau (brldge span) chu
khong phai “vai” cau la mot hai cdy cau (some
bridges).

Vé phu:ong dién ky—thuat cau Truong Tién dai
401m10, rong 6m20, gom c6 2 mong cau va 5 try
cau bang béton, 12 da cau st hinh cong (truss), son
mau nhuy bac va 6 san ciu (slab) bang béton cbt st .
Nhu vay moi vay cau (span) c6 mdt san va 2 da.

Céu Truong Tién, ngoa1 tinh chat thyc dung nhu
cdc cau khéc, con c6 dang diap mém mai, uyen
chuyen thanh td, hai hoa voi dong song Huong €m
dém, tho mong va rat thich hop v6i tam hon cua
nguoi dan xu Hué, do d6 qua thoi gian hon mot
tram nam, ciu Tru:ong Tién van lam cho nguoi
dan Hué lién tuong dén bong dang yéu- kleu voi
nhu:ng ta a6 dai tha thudt cua cac nit sinh m1en ndi
Ngu: song Huong. Ho da nhin ciu Trudng-Tién theo
cam nhan, chu khong pha1 nhin dudi khia canh ky
thuat va da thi vi hoa moi cay da sit hinh cong nhu
mot nh1p va xem ‘“san cau” nhu “vay cau” cho
nén moi co nhu:ng cau ho binh dan, tuy khong ding
thyc té nhung van di sdu vao long dén toc , nhu:

“ Cau Truong-Tién sau vay muoi hai nhip

Em di khong kip, toi lim anh oi !

Tha rang khong biét thi thoi

Cho blet roi (ma) moi dwd moéi noi ciing
buon...”

hodc 1a :

TRAN-SI-HUAN

“Cau Truong-Tién sau vay muwoti hai nhip
Em di khong kip t9i ldm anh no...

Nghia tao-khang, ai da som duit

Dém nam tam tire, luy wa day gan...”

“Cau Truong-Tién sau vay muoi hai nhip

Em di khong kip toi lam anh oi !

Bdy ldu ni chiy tieng mang loi

Dau c6 xa nhau di nita, ciing boi tai ong Troi
ma ra...”

Ba cau ho nay bay t6 ndi long cua mdt thon nir
kéu goi ngu:(n yeu dung di qua cau theo gidc Phdp
vi day 1a cy cau dau tién Phdp bit qua song Hu:ong
ndi hai bo Ta Hiou ngan. Co € nguon tinh cam
mlen man rat lang- man kleu Hué nam trong tleng

“cting”. Cai * cung buon rat e-de nhu:ng cling rat
niing-niu ctia cd gai Hué c6 nghia 1a niu kéo, la s€
tuong tu, la hao phéng mdt cich “tinh cho di, ai lay
lai bao gio “. Vo1 hai cau dau, ngu:(n nghe c6 cam
g1ac cau Tru:ong Tién dai mi- mit va sdng Hu:ong
cudn-cudn séng dir, nhung thyc té cAu dd ngin ma
dong song lai hién hoa thi tai 1am sao “di khong
kip” ? Ching qua day la mot cau noi “lay” vi khi
nguoi tinh da di qua cau Truong- Tién roi thi ké nhu
da sang mot ving Troi “Tay Pam” khic.

Nguogc lai, c6 khi chang cling tridch nang :

“Dd’ng‘trén cau Truong-Tién, ngé xuong dudi
cdu, nugce xanh nhu tau ld,

Ngo vé Pdp-Dd, phé xd no nghinh ngang.

Ké tir ngay Tay lai xu ta,

Em ham dong xu, bac gidc, bé nghia chang bo

’»

Vo...

V...

Déi véi nhu:ng ngu:(n c¢6 tAm hon nghé si thi coi nhu
ho dd mang ca cdy cau nay vao long ho, mot chiéc
cau trong tam anh. Néu ai da tung dimg xa xa trén
dong song Hu:ong nhin cau Truong-Tién “soi béng
nude” voi mot cdy cau hién thyc bén trén va mot
ciy cau a6 anh bén dudi nhu quyén vao nhau thanh
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CSu Trudng Tién (Hué, 1995)

mot hinh dnh dep tuyét voi thi s€ cam nhan dugc y
nghia cua cau ho sau day :

“Ng6 xudng nudc, sdu vay muoi hai nhip
Ngoanh trén kho, sdau nhip mwoi hai vay
Song khong sau ma nuoc cu chay hoai.
Bo thi thuong (ma) swong thi ngng...
(cho) cir nho hoai mang rang ? !

Theo Tién Si Tran Kiém-Doan ¢ Sacramento
“Truorng Tién Ia chiéc cau dinh ménh cua Hué.Tinh
yéu chua budc song d6i qua cau 1a tinh yéu chua
chin (chua tron ven). Han thu chua giai quyét duoc
trén cau thi han thu chwa nguéi. Uy vii chua tuyet
10 trén ciu thi chua phén thang bai. Dén Hué ma
chwa ding trén cau Truong Tién la chua vo t&i Hue
chi moi tat qua Hué ma thoi. .. Phai chéng vi the
ma tr ngdy c6 mat, tuy nam yen mot cbi, ciu
Truong- T1en da mang nhitng vét han lich st siu
nang nhit cua mot Xu Hué thing trim theo thé su.
Phong canh trén ciu, ngdy qua thing lai, da trd
thanh “tdm anh” trong long nguoi lon 1€n cung voi
chiéc cau, va khi mot bong dang da tré thanh tdm
anh thi sy hién sinh cua né s€ tr¢ thanh ao
anh...Cling thé, nhirng nguoi xa Hué da mang chiéc
cau trong tam anh ma ra di.”

Gan day toi da tro vé Hué may lan, di trén chlec cau
Xuwa 4y ma van quay quat di tim...Tim chiéc cau
trong tam anh nhu ngay xua...vi ciu méi, tuy duge

“phuc ché” nhung khong lam theo déng dap cll ma
da bi thay d6i kha nhidu : nhirng chd nhd ra
(balcon) dé khach nhan du c6 thé dimg lai phit chéc

thuong ngoan canh troi trang may
nudc, da bi cit bo; thém vao do la
tam ong sat tron gan doc theo hai da
ciu sit 1am cho ciy cau mat hét nét
thanh tao !

V& mat lich-str, theo tai liéu cua Gido
Su Phan Thuan An & Hué thi muc
“Kiéu Lwong” cua Thira- Thién Phu
trong bd sach “Pai Nam Nhét Thong
Chi” bang chir Héan, c6 ghi chép vé
chlec cau noi tiéng nay .bBay la mot
tai liéu gdc, 1au doi nhat, dwoc phién
am va dich nghia nhu sau ;

“Truong-Tién thiét kiéu

Tai kinh thanh chi dong nam.

Ky bdc ngan thuoc Huong Tra huyén, Phi Xudn
tong, Dé nhdt phuong.

Ky nam ngan thuoc B¢ bdt phuong.

Thanh Thdi cuu nién khoi bién.

Kleu luc gian. Méi gian luc thdp luc xich bat

thén ngii phan, hoanh luc xich nhi thon. Thong

truong tr bdch nhdt xich nhat thon.Thdp nhat

nién cong dogn. Thdp luc nién bdt nguyét

nhdt, cu phong phiéu truy tw gian, ton nhi gian.

Thanh-Thdi thdp bdt nién trung tu.”

Tam dich :

“Cgfu sat Truong-Tién.

Cau toq lac tai ph}’a dong nam cua kjnh ghc‘mh.

Bo bdc thuoc dat phwong dé nhat, tong Phii
Xudn, huyén Huong Tra.

Bo nam thugc phuong d¢é bat.

Cau dwoc bat dau xdy dung vao nam Thanh-
Thdi thir 9 (1897).

Cau ¢é 6 vay. Moi vay dai 66m85, rong 6m20.

Toan bg chiéc cau dai 401ml 0. Pén ndm

Thanh-Thdi thir 11 (1899) thi cdu xdy xong.

Nhung vao mot ngay thuoc thcing 8 nam Thanh-

Thdi thir 16 (turc la thang 9 nam 1904), gié bao

thoi sdp bon vay, con lai hai vay. Qua nam

Thanh-Thdi thw 18 (1906), cau duwogc trung tu.”

Nhu vay ciu Truorng Tién dugce xay tr nam 1897
den nam 1899 moi xong, lac dau san cAu ch1 16t van
go Lim v&i hai da cau bang sat hinh cong, 1& duong
va lan-can ¢ bén trong hai da cau (hinh 1). Sau vu
bdo ngay 2 thang 8 ndm Gidp-Thin (trc 1a ngay 11-
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9-1904 dl.) cau bi sap 4 vay va dugc trung-tu vao
nam 1906 véi san cau bang béton cdt sat.

Nam 1937, cau lai duoc sira chura, dua hai 1& cau va
hai day lan-can ra ngoa1 da cau, voi 2 balcon ¢ moi
try cau dé bo hanh c6 thé dimg chin ngim canh
(hinh 2).Nam 1946, dém 19 théng 12, trong cudc
tong noi day ctia dan ta chong Phép, ciu da bi g1u:t
min sap 2 vay phia ta ngan, cho dén nam 1953 moi
t4i-thiét nhu cii. Dén nim M4u-Than (1968), cau lai
bi dat min g1u:t sap mot_ lan nud va sau d6 thi dugc
bat tam mot vay cau go dé tai lap luu thong, mai
cho dén nim 1995 méi “phuc ché” v6i mot vai sita
dbi (hinh 3).

Trong hon mdt thé-ky vira qua, ciu nay ¢6 dén bdn
ten goi khac nhau. Lic dau 1a cau Thanh-Thai
(1899), ké dén 1a cAu Clemenceau (1918), tlep theo
la cau Nguyen Hoang (1945), nhung ba danh xung
trén déu it duoc dung, trdi lai dan ching xua nay
van goi la cau Tru:ong Tién, vi ngay xua o dau cau
phia Ta ngan c6 mot xu:orng dtic tién cua chinh phi
ta. Doc bo song Huong, con ¢6 cédc bén do mang tén
Truong sing, Truong dong, Truong d4,v.v..

Theo ¢ Gido su Phan-Vian-Dét, khi cau hoan thanh,
Hoa Thugng Phic-Hau chua Thién-Mu da nhiét-liét
tdn thudng cong-tac nay nhu sau :

Nam mé Di Phat phudc ha sa,

Cdu st on nguoi tao ldp ra

Do tran chiing sinh khi trdi buoc

Lo duong thién ha lic bang qua .

Tai cao sanh voi non Kim-Phung
Duic trong so tay bé Tuy-Ba.

Long long giva khong trong coéi phiic
Ngan nam dé tiéng nuéc Nam ta.

Duéi tridu vua Duy-Tén, mudn nhic nho ludt di
du:ong cho khéch qua cau so Luc-Lo (Cong Chéanh)
c6 treo ¢ hai ddu cau tdm bang dé hai ciu chit Han
nhu sau:

“Xa ma qud kiéu do hitu chi
Yéu nghi hoan hodn vét nghi tri”

nghid 1a :

“Xe co qua cau di phia phdi
Nén di cham chdm ché di mau”

Mot tim bang khéc viét bang tiéng Phép ciing duoc
treo & hai dau cau :

“Prenez votre droite. Marchez au pas” (Di bén
phai. Buéc cham cham).

Tbc-d6 tdi da phdp dinh qua cau 1a 12km/gio.

Ngoai ra ¢c6 mot sO bai tho, cu ho nhic dén cau
Truong-Tién nhu sau:

Nam 1990, Ba Tu-Di Hoang Thai-Hau dich than
qua Toa Kham st Phap yéu cau chinh quyén Béo
Ho giam thué cho ngudi dan, nguoi Phép da tra 10i
rang :

“Ngay xwa Vua Viét cam quyen “Co sao
khéng bdc Truong- Tién ma qua?
“Trdch Tay hay ddnh thue ra,
“Cau Truong-Tién bdc, Tday khong qua mot
minh !”
Nam 1946, Viét Minh dinh Phdp, g1u:t sip cau
Truong Tlen Cu Ung Binh ¢ Vi Da ¢6 1am 2 céu
ho than tiéc sau day :

Hoi: Cau Truong-Tién bay nhiéu nam qua lai,
Ké tir doi Thanh-Thdi dén nay
Chanh long blet noi ai day
Viéc chi nén néi dang tay giut cau ?

Diép: “ Lam chuyén ly-kp, héi lam chi cho réi da,
Nhip cdu nghiéng ngd, chua la anh oi'!
Pién Can-Chdnh ho ciing dot ho choi
Khéi bay nghi ngiit tdn Troi anh thdy khong?”

Toém lai, day 1a céi 16-gic va cdi phi-16- g1c trong van
chu:ong day tinh sdng tao va trong ngdn nglr dan
gian truyen khau. Céch dién ta nao ciing ding tiy
theo vi tri thoi gian va khong gian, khi thi hién thuc,
khi thi nhin qua tAm anh chi quan cua mdi ngudi ./.

Oxnard, CA. 30-9-2003

Sach bao tham khio :

—T1eng Hat Song Huong,
do Tdc gia Ton Nir Hy-KerO'ng xuat ban (Saigon 1972)

-Huong Sen Hué (Saigon, 2000)
-HUE, Xuan Nham-Ngo (Saigon, 2002)
-Dong Viét so 14 (Cali 2003)
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VE CAU DOUMER

Nguyén S¥ Tin suu tim

Loi gioi thiéu.

Dan San Francisco tu hao v6i cdy cau Golden Gate treo trén Vinh, nguoi dat Than Kinh Hué nhé t6i nhip
cau Truong Tién thanh lich soi béng trén séng Huong trong vat. Mién Nam c6 cau My Thuén tan ky. Con
ngudi Ha Noi dic biét nhé t6i ciy ciu sit dai Doumer (Long Bién bay gid) ndi lién Gia Lam - Ha Noi, 4n
hién trong 16p suong mu ban mai. Ciu Doumer khoi cong ndm Mau Tuét (1897) va khanh thanh ndm Quy
Mio (1902). Dan Ha Thanh c6 1am bai v& md ta cau Doumer va nhic t&i sy tra cong gian 1an cia thyuc dan.
Moi quy 4i hiru thudng thirc bai ve dudi day :

Cau sdt ma bdc ngang song

Chang oi sang tinh ma trong chang lam
Ha Néi bdc sang Gia Lam

Tinh ki - 16 - mét do nam cdy tron

Hoa hinh Tdy Bdc ong nhom

Ngdm di ngam lai xem con cong khong?
Gio vé héi nghi cong dong

Dén nam Mdu Tudt khéi cong bdc cau
M phu khdp ca dau dau

Xay tir Ai M bdt dau xdy ra

Bdc qua con song Nhi Ha

Chia khoang lam nhip, muoi ba cot viea
Ldp muu xdy duoc bady gio

Ché ra cdi chup dé ma vuong lén

Bom hét nude dén bin den

Nguroi chét nhu ra van phdi len minh vao
Vo bom nuoc lai chay vao

Chét thi mdc chét ai nao biét khong

Moi gio thué cé mot dong

Xi mdng véi dd,day dong xudng xdy

k ock ok

Bong pha, dong cot, cam cdy

T trén buong xuong thanh ngay chan cau
Bay gio duc sdt bdc cau

Cot ngang, cot doc, dwong tau song song
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Bdc tir Déc Gach bt sang

Chinh gitta dwong sdt lam dwong tau di
Doi bén nhip sdt chir chi

Bén di, bén lai ché hé gdp nhau

Con hai bén canh ria cau

Sdt chang hoa thi di cau khong kinh
Hai vi den mdy sdng tinh

Ai di dén ddy c6 xinh chang la

Ké di nguoi lai hang ha

Muu kia nao kiét tinh da ciing thong

Bé khodt tau chay bén trong

Khodt vira ba thuoc du diung khong hon
Duong 6 - to chay rdp ron

Ciing khodt thudc rudi dwong tron phang i
Con duong cua An Nam di

Khodt hon nita thuoc vay thi tinh sao
Bay gio ké dén bé cao

Cao hon mudi thude ai ndo biét khong
Lam xong Tay tinh tién cong

Ldp muru, Idp ké trd cong chang ranh
Ché ra gidy bac dau xanh

Trir tién gidy biit hét toanh dam dong
Tién cong chcfng dcing tién cong

Ke con nguoi mat ma long xot thay!
Héi cau nam dy viti vay

Nhé ngay ham mét thang hai, cong hoan.
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Nhé tir thué han vi méi do.
D 61 C6 tén vao “Luc Ly Té Pé”
May nam hoc tdp di ve,
A Cdi mon CoAng’Chcinh, cdi nghé banh bao.
Con g Tri nhitng muon, udc sao dugc dip.
Dem tai kia, xdy dap nuwoc non.
Duong doi nhe bucc chan bon
Ch r nh Khi vui lén Bdc, khi buon xuong Nam.
a Trdi cong viéc khi lam Cau Cong,
Khi Dé Diéu, khi bong Thity Nong,
Lai khi ddp ddp ngan song,
Da Nhim thity dién cé cong hoan thanh.
Trich tho cua Nguyé~n Van Cu Lai nhitng liic gap ghénh Lo Van
Nha moi thanh, ldn ddn doi phen,

“Cang” kia xe chay khdp mién,
“Bang” kia lo cdp ché chuyén trong ngodi




