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LE NGOC DIEP

1960 -1975:
Ngudi cong chife tinh 1& trong doan nay 1a t6i.

Ra trudng Céng Chinh, 161 dau quin Nha Cin Cit Hing
Khong, phi trudng Tan San Nhit. Cha t6i
ril mifng vi con bi€t nghe 151 cha , khong
di...tinh1é. Cong tac dautién clia 161 1a
xdy cil phi trudng An Long tinh Kién
Phong. Cong trudng cich SaiGon 200 cay
s8, phii di xe vi di tAu méi 161 ndi, mbi
ban di hay vé 1 mat ca ngay troi.

Phi trudng An Long, cach bién gidi Mién
chitng 30 km, mdt dau 13 tai ti ngan s6ng
Citu Long, noi dé 14 x3 An Long cé
khodng 100 nhi 14, ngd6i, thi€c coi ciing
sung tic lim, diu kia ciia phi trudng i
Péng Thap Mudi, trdi d4t ménh mong,
khong c6 cay cao, chi ¢6 ridng hoang (lia
xa) xanh i d€n chin wdi. Chim, ga day,
¢d va chim khong biét tén thi vo s6 ké.
Nhiéu chd ¢6 bong siing moc thinh nhém,
hoa miu ving, miu d6 dep vé ciing. HS
¢4 sau vitdn ctia Nhat Hoiang & Kyoto chic
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ciing phu viy thoi. P&n miia chim nhan v€ bay lugn ci
chuc ngan con, ddy tr&i. Nhan 1ong tring to ¢8 chim bd
ciu. C va mudi thi khéi ché vio dau duge. O xa An Long
lde d6 6 vai gia dinh Viét lai Mién, hdi cu tir Mién, ¢6 1¢
trén d6 khdng ¢ an ninh. G4i Viét lai Mién tring tréo,
khée manh, dan di, mit long lanh than thoai, ndi tiéng Viét
lai theo vin pham Phédp (ibi du: 161 di trudng Mién thay vi
néi t61 di hoc tradng Mién, t6i bi dé d Phom Penh thay vi
t6i dé & Phom Penh) nghe thi la tai nhung c6 vé hoc thite
Iim, téc quin nhe nhang nhy séng nude Cita long (chit
khong quin quia nhf ngudi An): dep tin canh!

Quen mit véi minh hac, xudng mai, ¢ 1¢, 40 dai thudt tha
lai cAm gudm cudi voi nay lai d6i dién v6i sic depniy thit
14 “chéi vdi”. Lic d6 3 Chg Ldn tuy chwa “oui devant Dieu”
nhing da “main dans la main” réi nén t8i danh nuét mide
bot nhim mit 1am ngo.

Nim ngodi (2001) Tam, lic d6 lam gidm thi vdi toi & cong
trudng (gid diy anh lam gidm d6c gi 10n 1im bén nha) cé
ghé thim t8i tai San Francisco. Gip nhau, nhic lai chuyén
xWa, anh ta néi: “chi thua ca si Thanh Lan vi khong c6 niit
rudi & moi trén (né&u d6 1a niit rudi that) va khong hit duge
bii “Que sera sera, what ever will be, will be” chd chic
ch#n 13 khong thua mét ai trong gidi ca si & Sai Gon hoa 18
ciia minh. Liic do’, mic di d3 ¢6 vJ, em vin “muén d€ lai
con tim” & An Long qui nhung dng c6 c4i bing “Bachelor”
to qud (d6c thin) em s¢ dinh khong lai, ma thay trd minh
danh nhau thi ciing ky. T6i phai dap cho d8 nguyng: “chim
troi , c4 nitdec ma anh!” vi thit ra tdi chio thua cii tii nhanh
tay cfia anh 1 1au rdi. _

Song Ciru Long & doan ndy (An Long, Hong Ngu, Tan Chau)
dep 1im. Téi khdng bi€t sé6ng DANUBE dep ¢ ndo ma
dng Pham Duy cho 13 “chét bén dong sdng DANUBE” ciing
swdng nhy séng bén “ngudi dep T6 Chau” (Bén ciu bién
#idi).

Ciy trdi mién Tay trén giong Citn Long
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Vi ludi

T6i nghi 13 ai(?) di titng séng bén
“ngudi dep Té Chau” chdc chin khong
ddéng ¥ vdi 6ng ta v& di€m ndy. Mot
1a0 Ai Hitu (Milpitas-California) n6i vé
cai dep cilia s6ng Cilu Long miét Ha
Lao (thac Khone) khi 6ng 13m viée &
dé: Séng dep dén ndima t5i phai dat
tén hon mau cla tdi 1a Nguyén Long
Giang thi phai bi€t, hon 60 ndm r6i van
con nhd ma khdng chiit dn han.

N6i tom lai § An Long c6 tit ci nhitng
gi ma trai cia hdn ngoc Viéa Dong
chuta bao gid thiy.

Lic dé téi 1am viéc . . . thi ol Iim. Mdi
thi sdu 13 vé SaiGon “trinh dién
Trudng Khu”, mbi thit ba 13 trd xudng
Cong Tradng cho dén thif siu k€ thi
lai trd vé SaiGon. Lic d6 tinh hinh an
ninh tai dia phuong bit dau t6i & 8i,
cdc danh ty nhu Ap Chign Lude, Cong
Phi, Viét Cong mdi dudc dé ra. Ai Hitu
Nguyé&n Thanh Danh (Canada) 13 han
ciing khéa lam Trudng Ty Cong Chanh
Kién Phong va Ai Hiru L& Trung Thu
(Uc) lam Phé Ty d gitip tdi rat nhiéu
trong viéc lién lac hanh chénh dia
phudng, cii mén ma i dot dac. Toi
vAn nhd mbi 1an ba dita chung téi di
“ho bo” tit Cao Linh vio An Long, doc
dudng khéng cé quan an, chi Danh phai

niu cho mét néi thit quay kho véi
hot vit, rau sOng, dita gid banh tring
sao ma ngon qua! Hom nay, mbi sdu
thang phai di thit Cholesterol chic
mdt phén ciing tai cdc ndi thit kho
nay. Hai anh thudng kbuyén toi
khdng nén di di, vé v& thudng xuyén
vi nhin vién Ty Cong Chénh cho
bi&t 13 “tui né” (Viét Cong) dinh
chéin bit t6i. Hai anh c6 k& chuyén
mét dan anh tén Bién (trrde toi vai
khéa) di “ho bo” & Séc Trang(?) bi
Viét Cong chin gidy gitta dong
sOng, gidy cit ngang ngudima chét
(vaokhoadng 1953). Péy chicla dan
Cong Chanh diu tién bi Viét Cong
giét, (Sau 161 vai khéa ¢6 mot anh
tén Podn (khodng 1961} nghe néi
14 em rudt clia anh Pién, khong biét
by gid anh & diu?).

Toi cling gét gii, 4m U cAm dn cho
qua chuyén, van di di, v& v€ vitiéng
£oi con tim van manh hon va . . .
manh lim. May ma khong cé gi. Tién
day, 161 xin cdm on hai Ai Hitu d6 mot
thdi gian dai da gitp dd rat nhiéu cho
toi.

Mot nam rudi sau thi cong tic xong.
Cha t5i khuyén (61 nén vé ki€m chd
nio & S4iGon ma 1am. T6i ciing ddng
¥ v8i Cha 161 vé vi¢éc niy vi di xa hoi
ciing ngan. T6i néi v cha 161 12 Nha
dang dinh xdy mdt phi trudng ¢ Bén
Tranh tai nga ba Trung Lwong, dé con
vi0 s8, xin 1am & diy cho gin nha, gin
qué Ni, qué Ngoai, chiéu chi¢u ranh
11 vot vé& qué Ni, qué Ngoai hoic My
T h o,
S2iGdn
chdi ciing
dudge. Cha
16i chéng
d61 mianh
ligt ¥y kién
ndy, ong

gidng mo-
rale mét
triin tch bdi
hoa 14.

Cha 151 k&
lai chuyén
6ng thq hdt
tée, nhitng

A1 HUU CONG CHANH

gidy phiit cudi ciing cia Buu dién My
Tho kb1 Tay trd lai, chuyén dng dinh
vao bung rdi bi bt trd 1ai ma t6i da
ké trén.
R&i ong k&t ndn:
Viing Bén Tranh vé an ninh ¢6 thé 61
hon & An Long, nhung doi vdi con thi
nguy hiém ldm. Ai ciing bi&t qué Né,
qué Ngoai clia con déu & Bén Tranh.
Ao gim v& ling 13 didu minh phai
tranh, “Con triu den vin ghét thing
4o tring” mic di trong tdi do tring
khong c6 14y mdt xu. LAy thi du ¢6 ai
dd (sau niy t61 nghi 1a 6ng 4m chi 6ng
ciu ti chang?) d&n ra hodc doa, bit
budc con lam mét chuyén gi do thi con
tinh sao? Con c6 di khon khéo dé khoi
bi ket vao nhitng cam by chinh tri ma
Ba nghi 13 trong truGng Céng Chinh
khong c6 day cho con. Con ¢6 mot
nghé k¥ thuit 1am k& sanh nhai 13 may
min qua rdi, ket vao nhitng cam biy
chinh tri khdng ai gd ndi dau.
Tuy ndi tip, n6i md, t6i vin hi€u dng
mudn néi g, tdi chi da da nhung van
khéng tin, van budn vi Cha t6i ludn
Iubén coitdila . .. dda con nit.
Vai ngay sau, chd cha t6i ngudi ngoai
t61 cdi lai: Con gfm 30 wéi rdi, khodng
¢on 13 con nit nita, con gat ngudi ta thi
¢6 chd ai ma gat con ndi, mi gat con
@€ 1am gi chd? Nghé ngdng cé ra gi
dau, hiu bi&t vé& chinh tri thi nhw mot
dita mdi 1€n ndm, an noi thi cd lam,
ci ldp ai ma cin con.
Cha t8i gidn run ngudi 1én: May ding
13 mot thing ngu! Tui né dau ¢6 cin
Hi Tién trong chiéu ta
. . =
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lam phi trudng, lam dudng sa, lam nha
cifa ¢i mi cin ngudi gidi hay dd; May
ong luét su, dude si, kién tric su di
vao 46 nghé nghiép ¢ ra gi dau. Tui
nd chi cin cdi biing cip cha miy dng
thdi, cang ngu, cing ddt cang 151 dé
quing cdo cho Mat Trin clia tind, vi
thing Chi Tich 12 mdt tén dinh xe
ngya (Chi Tich xe ngua) thi néi din
diu c6 nghe.

Con ma vio do, lic ddu thi “4n com
Quéc Gia , thd ma Cdng Sin”, sau do
néu “may” ma dude Qudc Gia bat di
th vainim rdi vé 1am lai cude ddi, con
né&u “rii” m# khong bi bit, § ludn trong
dé, budi déi budi no, tr6n chui trén
nhii, iron vé thi khéng dudce, tién bac
diu ma vd con sOng? Ngay cd thing
dAu s6 Fm Iic ngdi muit cdy viet may
Hong Ha do Bac HO ting ma nhd ciy
kem ESKIMO & Pole Nord (tiém kem
& Sai Gon). C6 thing nio vio dé rdi
v& du e, du con, du chiu vio d6 dau;
todn 12 du ngudi dung khéing thai. Con
6 ngu thi cling ngu virta vifa thdi nhé.
Vio sd 161 ban nhiém vu k€ ti€p cla
t&1 véi anh Tran Ngoc Lam, vi chi huy
truc ti€p (va kha kinh) ciia 161 lic bay
gi¢s. Anh cho biét 14 phi trudng Bén
Tranh s& 12 mot phi trnidng nhd vi anh
bio tdéi nén & Sii Gon phu trich Ty
K§ Thuét thay cho Ai Hitu Nguyén
Vin Ngan (Fremont ,California) vé
lam chuyén vién Phit Tong Thong. The
12 v0 tinh t6i lai dudc ti€ng 1a . . . con
nghe 1&i Cha.

Tot & ddy cho dé&n khi di tdn 1975.
Sau ndy mét ban ddng nghiép di bi

San Francisco va tdi

ket trong gong kém chinh tri, y nhu Cha
tdi lo s¢ cho t6i lic dé, khong thodtra
dugc. May ma gia dinh clla anh toan
14 ngudi qui cdm lai bi€t thudng yéu
nhau, dim dem sanh mang d€ dénh van
bai “tw do hay 1a chét” ma gid day duge
song hanh phic & Nam Cali.

n
Ai bio cong chife tinh 18 13 khé?
1975-1990:

Nguti Céng Chic tinh 1& (& My) day
ciing 12 t61. P&n M§ 1975 61 dugc vio
Iammdt hiang 16n & San Francisco, may
ma con giit dude nghé ci. Bén nim
1986 thi hang hét viéc, tdi rit lo: tién
nha, tién ng xe, tién con cdi hoc Trung
Hoe, Pai Hoc.v.v..thi lam sao diy?
Trong mét budi
hop mit Ai Hitu,
Ai Hiru Bl Hiép
{Sacramento) hoi
161 vé tinh hinh r6p
riét clia hang tdi,
téi ndi: “thdng
ngbi trude mit t6i
c6 gidy liy-6p
cich nay mot tuin,
thing ngdibénirai
cdch nay ba ngiy,
thing ngdi dang
sau cdch nay hai
ngay . .v.v. . .nhu
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Mot canh HHi An nhin tir xa

14 Viét Cong phioc kich viy”. Vaingay
sau d6, Ai Hiru Bira Hiép gii cho tdi
mot théng bao cin tuyén mot Ky Su
nginh Cong Chanh cho County EL
DORADQ cich San Francisco 200
miles v€ phia nidi Sierra.

T61ndp don, di interview va dudc nhén
vao ludng chi con phin mia lnong & S
cii nhung bu lai § diy khong ¢6 (i ngi
“LAY OFP” trong tiéng néi cha nhin
vién.

Pai vdi 161 EL DORADO that 1a mét
thién dudng. County niy chi c¢6 hai
thanh phd, Placerville va South Lake
Tahoe, mot thing canh danh tiéng cla
California.

Né&u San Francisco 12 $2iGon thi Lake
Tahoe 13 PaLat va Placerville 14 Pinh
Quén hay Bao Loc vay.

Cach nay miy trim nim, ngudi ta tim
duge vang & California (Cyu Kim Son),
khi vang tim dugce § E1. DORADO thi
cudc “dd xé6 di tim vang” (GOLD
RUSH) bing né, t¥ Au Chau ngudi
ngudi trin qua d€ dén day tim vang.
Ong Nguyén Hién L& trong quyén
“Con dudng thién 1¥” c6 md td cudc
doi ctia mdt ngudi Viét tén LE KIM
dén diy. Céac dia danh ding trong
quyén sich niy déu cén tai EL
DORADO ngay nay.

Nha 4 phong, 5 acres dat, ¢6 miy lanh,
TV cable, 6 sudi chdy ngang, ¢6 ciu
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cho xe tir dudng céi chay vio, ¢6 10
cidy OAK 60 tudi, gid chi bing mét
apartment xip x& & San Francisco.
Ngdi trong s&, nhin ra cia s§ théng 14
xanh d, cdi xudng vi€t xong cong vin,
nging lén 1a tuyét da phi tring x6a.
“Tinh anh nhy tayét giing diu nai”,
khong biét nha thd ta cé thiy tuyét
chua, chd tuyé&t thi trong tring, cing
Iam, nhung cling lanh Iim, tuy&t vio
mita he thi tan di, tinh yéu thi chiic ciing
th€. Son Nit (American Indian) thi ciing
cudi “khiic khich” nhubén ta, nghe néi
cfing ¢6 nhitng moi tinh “sdn nit  hdi”
vdi cac anh lit khich di HARLEY
DAVIDSON, “ddi nhu cdnh chim
chiéu”. “Nha em bén chi€e ciu soi
mudc” thi thd mdng 1im, nhung khi cAu
cii, hu, cin stta, phai xay ciu lai cho
da sitc d€ xe chita Iita 20 t4n di qua,
khi 1am phai khéng cho dat cit lot
xudng nude, ¢ b€ diu ch&t. Mua ¢4 &
chg tha xudng thay thi County khong

Khu phé doc bJ séng Saigon
chiu.

“Nai ving ngd ngdc” thi diu cling cé.
“Mila 14 vang rdi” thi 14 ngip dén diu
g01."Pudng 1én niii ring” mdi chiéu hai
lanes, xe ¢6 thé chay 65 dim mét gid
nén khéng c6 gi 14 hii hung ca.

Tim trong dién thoai mén gidm (1985)
khong thiy ho Nguyén; c6 mot ngudi
tén la TRAN QUANG, t6i dién thoai
lam quen thi v¢ anh (ngudi M§) néi
anh diing 13 nguth Viét Nam nhving qua
day tit Mic mét tdi (con mudi) nén
khodng néi duge tiéng Viét.

(G Placerville ¢6 hai tiém in Tau rit
dd, khdng c6 Phd, khong ¢6 Bian Bo
Hué. Ciing c¢6 dudng Broadway vdi
mot bar dén xanh, dén do, 161 9 gid 13
tit dén vi h&t khich.

(6 18 vi ngudi khac méu da con qua it
nén van dé ky thi vio hic d6 chua c6.
Nhitng ngudi M§ & thanh phd nhd nghe
“ti€ng Anh . . . b&” (Broken English)

Ddng rudng mién Nam hia vang ménh méng

AL HUU CONG CHANH

rat dd, dé 13 nbi khd tim clia t6i.
Trong mdt bita tiéc t§ chifc tai $& cho
nhén vién va gia dinh, mét ba thu ky
noi voi vo toi: “Ba néi tiéng My dé
nghe qua, t61 lam véi 6ng Diép 3 thang
r0i ma c6 hic tdi khong hidu dng mudn
nol gi”,

Vg t6i néi: “Toi & véi 6ng 30 nim, ma
t6i con khong hiéu dng nita hudng ho
gi bd mdi lam viéc vdi dng c¢6 ba
thang”.

Vg t6i héi ba: “0J day ngudi it, nha thua
thi con c4i 1am sao ¢ bd bich, ¢6 vd,
c6 chéng?”.

Ba ta trd 18 1a: “Khi xua ngudi con it
haon biy gid ma van ¢6 bd bich, c6
chdng nhu dién. Pau 6 théng ké nao
b4o 1 ngudi & ddng qué doc than hay
di tu nhiéu hon ngudi thanh phé diu?”
Toi thi mé ddi s6ng & EL DORADO
1im, vg t6118n 36 vai 1an rdi nhidt dinh
khéng chiu lip nghiép & d6. “Chang
bio chin, thiép ring ching chin. Nghéo
thi ngh&o ¢& niu 1y San Fran-
cisco”.

Do d6, hai nim sau 13 t61 bd
EL DORADO v& lam § San
Francisco.

Ndm Muoi Ném Nhin Lai.

Dai 1 mot chudi ngay dai vdi
nhidu bi€n ¢d vui budn, bac
b&o, 1€ nhi, thd méng, han thi.
v.v. . .. Ty hoan cinh mbi
ngudi phdn ¥ng mdt cdch,
khong ¢6 mdt miu sé chung
nio d€ xac dinh phin tng ding
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hay sai. Hom qua khé qud, nhuc qui
thi than van, chiii déng, chii im 1én
cho suéng miéng. Néu hém nay khd
hon, nhuc han thi héi ti€c cai qud khi
&m depnghy hom qua, c6 thé tiép tuc
chii nita nhung ¢é khi lai phai chii
tham, chii 1én. Pit tay hay d8 rudt
ciing déu c6 mén rdi nhung hai chuyén
hoan toan khac nhau, dirng Ian 16n.
Néu tré con Viét Nam nio ciing nhu
161 Idc nhd, chuwa in xin, chua dinh
gidy, khéng c6 hi tiéu in 1a di thdy
kh& rdi, néu ngudi linh Viét Nam nao
¢ “DAKTO, PONG XOAI, BINH
GIA™ d&u c6 nhitng ndi budn nhe
nhang, ling man nhv cdc Cong Chitc
Tinh L& thi xf Viét Nam ta 14 Thién
Pang 101, ddu c6 ai phai bd x ra di,
tha phudng cau thuc, Ndm Muot Nam
Nhin Lai vin thiy hin thdt va nude
mit.

Tré thd Viét Nam ngh&o doi qua, ngudi
linh Viét Nam Cong Hoa kh& cuc qua.
K¢ lai d6i ho c6 1€ phéi cAn dén hang
ngan La Thu Ai Hite Cong Chanh.
Tai sao c¢é ngudi phai hy sinh cho ta
s6ng dén ngdy hém nay? C6é dam viii
din xuéng cat (nhr da diu sa mac)
ma néi 1a tai ki€p trude né & 4c gid
day né phai kh8, ki€p trude minh &
hién gid diy minh suéng? Néu nghi
dudge nhu vay thi ai déi khé, ai bi day
4i, al chim & bién khdi, ai ¢6 quyén
béc 16t dén, ai ¢6 quyén tham nhiing
déu do tién ki&p cia ho ci. Chen vao,
gitp d3, chdng doi1 déu 13 1im sai lac
c4i thuyét nhin qui hay sao? Thé su.
bd ngoai tai hay sao? Ngu si hudng thai
binh hay sao?

Thém bét, che diu, bdi 16ng tim vét,
chuyén nho x€ ra to, chuyén to ép lai
nho, 13 di khéng nhic1di, d€ dé cao c4
nhin minh, tin ngudng minh, chi
thuy€tminh , d€ ha nhyuc cd nhan ngudi
khdc, tin nguwdng ngudi khdc, chi
thuy€t ngudi khdc. P 14 viéc thudng
tinh cfia ngudi thudng Ginh, khong 1&
d6 13 viéc thudng tinh ciia cic bicsiéu
lanh dao hay sao?

Chic c6 ban di phé binh: “Lai ti€p tuc
sén s1101 d6? hay 1a bi ALZHEIMER
ching? thoingung di cha!, bi&t rdi khd
1&m . . . ndi mai”’'m
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XUAN VONG

Quéc phd son ha tai

Thanh xuin thdo moc thim

Cam thdi hoa tién 1&

Han biét diéu kinh tam

Phong hoa lién tam nguyét

Gia thu dé van kim

Bach diu tac cach doin

Hén duc bit thing tram
D& Phi

e

A

e

Nii song con ngdm hdn vong qudc
Thanh quach xuin vé ngap cd cay
Thé syl Hoa huong buén a &
Tan din! Chim tii sg hon mé
Ba thing trién mién m& binh Ita
Thu nha mdt bdc quy v song
Vudt ddu téc bac lua thua ngin
Rung hét, con diau chd cli trim
Trdn Gidc Hoa phodng dich

I e st

THUG BAN PAU

Nhat ning, vang thu loang hé phé
Ding nhd thon thon nhe budc vé
Mot thodng bang khuang hén lang ti
Men tinh chua nhip ludi budng té
- i Em la ¢6 gido khung trudng nhd

' Chin dit bidy chim 4o tring xanh
Nhiing budi hodng hén anh chd dén
Budng “Thanh” tinb s& ddu chan son
Gié nhe, xuan sang nudc thuin dong
L4 thuyén budng tha gita tinh khong
Vai ké vai nhd thom dong t6¢

Mit bi€c giai nhan hé cia long
“bia bang” ring dep 14 xanh mo.

Béng mait chiéu nao vin ddi chd

Thoang thodng hudng sen hé “Tinh Mijch”.
béi dong tim tuidng mot tinh tha

Ning ha héng 1én m4 th #m xinh

Lung linh séng mdt 1 4n tinh

Run run cinh buém méi hdng udt

Tay si€t vong tay anh goi “Em”!
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