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Gach Bé

Thanh phd Seattle vdi ngon thap Space Needle

Cii hita 180 htta cudi mii vdi ong ban mién Tay Bic
nudc My, t8i cling chara ¢6 dip ghé thim 6ng mot lin. Dl
cho mdi ngdy mdi tudn chiing 16i déu ¢6 doc thd nhau
trén lién mang, va dda nghich nhic nhd di moi chuyén
xa xua, tt gin nira th& ky trude cho dén chuyén gin giii
trong ddi séng thudng ngay. Thé ma vin chua dd, mubn
gip nhau tay bit miat ming mdi duge. Khéng phai chiing
161 ¢6 mau ddng tinh luy&n 4i chiy trong cd thé, bling
ching 13 chiing 161 ¢6 v¢ con, ¢6 gia dinh, vi rit khodi
ngudi khic phii n€u ho div ding, duyén ding, dé thuong.
Chiing t6i khong gap nhau d€ 1am cdi trd “hd quang” lat
1&0. Chic cdc ban con nhd c4i hinh v& “hd quang” trong
sdch vatly thdi trung hoc, hai thanh than to, dau tron, den
ddi chia vio nhau, & gitta cé dién quang tung tée. Cai
hinh niy, gdi cho tri 6¢ non nét clia chiing t8i thdi d6, hinh
anh Au y&m cla nhitng ngudi dan 6ng ddng tinh luyén 4i.
Khéng mudn lam ngudi Léo qua ldu, 16i k&t hgp mdt cude
di choi mién Bic vdi viéc di tham ban, va thim ba chi vg.

A1 HOU CONG CHANH

T6i goi viéc nay 1 ném mdt vién d4, tning ba con chim.
Anh ban ho H cia t6i si¥a cAu néi lai, 13 bin mdt mii
tén, triing ba cdi 14 mén. (Ky iy, phii sita 1a 14 mén). bi
nhy th€ nay, t6i cling khodi vi gip ban, ma vd toi cling vui
Vi giip chi. C6 6ng banndi ring, gip em vy mdi ham, chi
chi vg thi ¢ gi vui. T81 thi chi vg hay em vd gi cling vui
c&. Khong phai vui trong ¥ nghia cla 6ng ban ndi, ma vui
vi chi vg, thi xem nha chi minh, em v¢ thi xem nhy em
minh. B&i viy cho nén déi khi t6i cling bit gip con mit
nghi ngd ciia hai vi nhac gia khi thdy t8i thin mit vdi cic
¢ con gii nhi ho, mi vd t6i thi tinh b vi biét chong
khéng ngu dai, béi “cé 1am di mudi phucng, cling phai
chita mét phuong md 14y chdng”. Téi va vd théa thuln
nhau, t81 vu tién di thim ban, vg t6i vu tién di thim chy,
néu c6 thi gid thi s& di thim ca hai.

Chiing t6i d bi chdm tré mot lan tai phi truding,
nén khong ddm dem vali 16n di theo, mang va li nhd, dé
khi thiy cdi dudi x&p hiing dai, thi mang va li thing lén
mdy bay, khdi phii t6n hai ba gid nhich nhich tiing chit
mo6t d€ gt hinh Iy, D va li da chit, ma do quén can
thiét mang theo chua di, vdg t6i ciing vit bdt mit it 4o
quin ctlia t6i ra, nhét dai vio mot moén qua, dé tdi ting
ban. T6i ciin nhin: “Ban anh khéng cdn qua cdp gi cd, cdi -
gl ho ciing c6 hét. Ban arh chi cdn tinh ban théi” V¢ 161
diin giong: “Dén nha ngudi ta khéng qué cdp gi cd, trin
xi ra khdng ngugng sac?”, Toi th nghi khiac, mang qua
ding gia di cho, thi lam ngudi nhiin 4y ndy, mang qua
khong ding gid i, thi ngudi ta tudng minh bin tién. Mang
qua di ma t6i cling ngwong khi dua ra ting. Ngay xua t6i
¢6 théi quen, mdi 1an it Sai Gon v& Hu€ thi khéng mua
qui cdp chi ci. Khi v& dén Hué, ra chg mua trii ciy vi
qui cap di ting chii béc, ¢ di, th€ 13 khde ruba m. Khong
con ngai ning nhe, gin xa. Médi khi t6i ¢é ban 1 xa dén
thim, ma khaéng c6 qua cap gi ¢d, t61 vui 1Am, tdi nghf la
anh ndy thin tinh, khdng khich sio. N€u cé aitit bén Tay,
bén ti€u bang xa ghé thim dem cho qua, tbi 1am mit vui
khi nhin qui cho ban thda 1ong. Nhung t6i 4i ngai vi cdi
xa x61, cyc khd ma ban phdi mang di, va nghi thém 1a ban
ndy cdn khich sio. Trong kho nha 16, cdn chita rit nhi€u
qua ctia ban bé cho, ¢6 cdi dd md, nhung da s6 déu chura
md ra. Vd t8i 161 bdt 40 quin toi ra, d& nhét vio mén qua,
t61 buc minh ma khdng ddm cii, vi s¢g mét vui trtde khi di
choi. Nhung nghi lai, ¢6 1€ dan ba ho ding hdn minh.

Ban d&n tin phi trudng dén 16i. Gap nhau mitng Em,
vi thiy lai nhau biing da bing thit, chd khong phai thiy
nhau qua “i meo, i miéc”. Hi, 6ng niy vin ding xua,
khéng bung éng dit teo, trdn héi nhu da s8 ban cling hia
tudi, vAn lanh len nhu bdn, nim much nim v€ trudc, vt
vé, vi cudi toét miéng 1am tdi nhd lai nu cudi dé cia ban
gin nita th€ ky trude. Vg t6i 14y phardng ti€n cong cong
v& nhi ba chi cich xa hon mét gid 14i xe. Ban 161 d€ nghi
chd vg té1 d&n nha ba chi, nhung vg t6i ngai dudng xa, va
lai phuong tién cdng cong ciing rat thudn tién. Vg chong
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t61 6m nhau hen gip lai, t8i v& vdi ban, vg t61 vé nha ba
chi. _

T v 6ng ban ho 1S quen nhau tf thdi méi vao dé
thit, 13 18p sdu biy gid. Hoc chung, ching téi thudc loai
lodt choit trong 18p, ngdi nhitng ban diu. Nha ban & trén
con dudng t6i di hoc, sdng chiéu nio ban ciing ddi tbi di
qua, d€ cing di chung d€n tntIng, hai dfa nhdy nhét di
qua cong vién Nguyén Hoang c6 nhitng ciy da rduria um
tiim chiing chit, tin cao che béng mat cho nhitng 6ng thiy
b6i gid ngdi 6m mu raa. C6 nhitng ving ciic van tho vang
né gin nhu quanh nim, mi thdi d6 chiing t6i chua biét
thudng thifc, c6 nhitng swong mi day dic trong nhitng budi
mai trdi mat lanh. Piéu t6i nhd nhdt, 13 ching tdi ¢6 céi
thii cii nhau, v& 30 ci cdc vin dé trén trdi dudi dat, tiv
vin chidng kim c8, d€n khoa hoc, xi hoi, d€n ca lich si
dong tay. C6 1& vi thdi d6, ¢ hai thing nhéc déu 1a nhiing
con siu ghién tiéu thuy&t di loai. Ciinhau, ¢8 tranh thing,
tranh cdiuyén bac, nhung chiing ai thing ai thua, vi ¢ hai
difa c¢é 1€ chi
mdi hi€u 16 md
mét khia canh
nio dé cia cic
vin d¢ théi.
M&t hém buyc
qud, ban bit
chudc ciu thd
cia Nguyén
Céng Trd (Ai
hay hdt va ai
hay nghe hdt)
mi gitlén: “Ai
hay cdi vd ar
hay nghe cdi”
R4i hai dida
cudi xda vdi
nhau vui vé. Cé
nhitng budi truta
ning néng nhut
dot di hoc vé,
e thl khdt,
bung thi d6i, chin thi méi, ban dit téi vao con dudng hém
saunhi, di vio nha may 1am ci rem, 14y cho t8i mot cdy
kem ngot lim, médt dugi, hat difa dn hai cdy va wdi lai
trong ning Hué& d§ 1&¥a budi trua.

Tho4ng mo6t cdi mi da gan 50 nim. Bi€t bao nhidu
13 ddu bién trong cudc déi, Nio [A chién tranh, tang thudng,
dd vé, ti t6i. Cdi thdi tdi tré dep nhit, thi 6m sing di
dudi gidc, vet chan ndi mii rirng hanh quan, treo mang
dau nong sing vién dan. Thai trai tring sung siic thi cin
ring di th khon khé, trd c4i ng ma minh khong vay, phi
pham ca thing ngay dep dé vui tudi. Ngudi mién Nam tin
12 khéng ¢6 han thiy, cdc anh tdn cong chiing tdi, thi chiing
t6i chdng d3, ching 161 khong hén thi thi thdi, sao cic
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anh lai hin thi ching t61? Ngudi mién Bic thi c6 hin thi
chit ngit, vi bon anh dim chdng d3 ching t61, khong thua
sdm di, d€ chiing t6i phai tdn bao nhiéu xvdng méu, bao
nhiéu gian khd mdi khic phuc dudgc cdc anh. Hai triéu
chi€n binh mién Bic phdi xuong ndi chién dia chi ¢6 it
ddu, nha ndo ma khéng ¢6 con em chét trong cude chinh
phuc ndy. Céc anh phai dén 3i chong 48 lai cudc chinh
phuc chia chiing t6i. Cdc anh déu c6 tdi chét, cho c4c anh
dudc sdng 12 nhd khoan hong vd Iudng cha ching t6i. Cude
s&ng chung vdi ngudi anh em mién Bic, mé hodng trong
huy&n modng, 1am ngudi bén phe thua trin ma mit, dJ séng
dd chét.

Ngiy xua, n€u ¢6 gi tién tri ndo, ma ndi ring sau
niy ching bay phai ta t6i ca, phai di qua M§ qua Tay
sOng nifa ddi con lai, thi c6 1& ching t6i cudi cho reo
miéng, vinghi I3 gi thiy b6i ba xao. Thira, chuyén v6 1y
dén dau, cling ¢6 th€ xdy ra trén trai dit ndy. Sau nay,
nim bay chuc nim, khi k€ v& ch& d6 cong san thé gidi,

thi cd 1€ con
chiau khong tin
14 da co6 thai dai
vi 1y, la ling
nhu viy, vi
khéng hiu sao
cha Ong thai dai
Ay cdu an, hén
. nhat, chiu dung
dén mic d6 do
dugc, hay 1a
tién nhin di
nguy tao lich st
chiing.
Ban dua
161 vé phd, vao
mét quin in
Viét Nam, t81
dodn 13 qudn
niy néi ti€ng
nhit vang Tay
Bic. Biy gid
161 mdi bi€t dng ban t6i qua chiu chdi, dim nghi hai ngay
khong hwong A€ ti€p ban. D 13 ¢dng ty clia dng ban dang
dén hdikhé khiin, dang sa thai nhin vién, dang tim khuy&t
di€m clia titng ngudi @€ cho ai nghi viéc trude, cho ai tiép
tuc 1am. Tinh ban, chiu choi nhu thé thi théi chd. Sao khong
cam déng duge? Toi ma bidt tridc nhu thé niy, thi sé dan
x&p ghé thaim it gid thoi, ghé thim khi ban di lam viéc vé,
thi khdi ban khodn trong Iong. T6i tu bao minh, thdi viée
di xong rdi, khéng thic mic bin khodn lAm gi cho mat
vui. R6i v& nha, ban & trén mot ngon d6i ¢d cay cdi xanh
tudi, mat mé. Khu nhi mdi xiy ci't sang trong. Thira, di
d4 bi dim siu xudng tin dit den, nhung véi ning hyc trin
diy, ching ta da lam lai cudc ddindi qué ngudi, di khéng
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hon ai, nhung cling khéng thua ai, va tao dugce miot mife
siing tmng binh trong xa hoi tin ti€n van minh nay. M6t
ddi s6ng vin minh, tu do, vui twdi, hanh phic.

Ban gh¢ tiém rugn, mua mot chai regu Tay, nude
riigu mau nau song sanh, ¢6 gid dt nhit trén quiy hang.
Budi chiéu, thic nhiu biy ra ban & vudn sau, ban mdi
thém médt ban cfi thdi trung hoc, ciing dinh cut tai diy, va
c6 thém mdt ngudi khdch ba con ti mién Oregon ghé la1
Ga vit quay, 10ng xa xin, dua chua diy ban. Bon ngudi cd
cua cho hét chai rugu Tay. To1 thi chi chuyén trj rugu dé
triing, thit that, ¢6 ndng A zero ma thodi, cac thit rugu khic
nhu Martel, Cognac, Bia, nhat mi€ng khoéng chdi dude.
Vay thi t8i ¢6 nhiéu thi gid hon @€ phd mdi tha dan. Ching
161 vui vé ndéi chuyén xua nay, chuyén dong tay, chuyén
thi tru¥ng chitng kho4n, chuyén di tim viéc lam, chuyén
lao dao hdi mdi tdi dinh cvw, chuyén ban bé thdoi xua &
viing mot, viing hai chi&€n thuit, ai mat, ai con, ai vz lac
vé& dau. Hdi thim nhau @4 cdc ban xa gin. Rudu cif rot
tran, thic 3n cf déu déu gdp . Ong khich & Origon chdt
nhic d&€n mdt ngudi ban cil ngdy xua, cho biét bay gid
anh ndy vio ritng § nha san, 14y vd Thugng , di chan dit
déng kh&, vui sOng v4i hoang sd, nii riing. Anh chii nha
ban t61, mit 4 d6 vi hdi men, méc trong vi 16i ra mét 1a
thd x€p nhd va néi: “Thi ddy, 16i vira nhdn dugc the ciia
ong do, con cdt trong tii ddy ndy. H61 xua chiing t6i ciing
hoc chung & Hué, di linh lai gdp nhau & ving hai chién
thudt.” Ban t6i doc 1a tho cho moi ngudi nghe:

“Hb bang hitu than mén,

“Nhén dugc mon tién ciia ban gdi cho, 16i rdt
ngd ngang va xic déng. Khéng ngo ban con thuong
va nhd dén H & tiéu khu Pleiku. R4t cdm on ban. Toi
c6 vé Sai gon vai ldn & nha Sam. Héi, Sdm ndi la gia
dinh ban ¢ Méo va chwa thdy vé thdm. Téi van & xit
thuong, &y vo Thuong, & nha san, khdng cé con va
séng véi mu Viét Céng ndy ciing khd hanh
phiic. Cd hai, tudi gia sic yéu rdi, séng
hdm hiu trong canh xé chiéu. Hang ndm
vao ddu miaa mua cao nguyén, khodng
thing ba duong lich, Sdm thuong lan i
1én tdn cdi nha san bé nho, rdch ndt cia
161 & lai ddm bangay. Cd cdi budn Thuong
ndy déu cdm phuc cdi tinh ban cia tui t61.
Bay gio t6i héa thanh mét “Trudng ldo cdi
bang”. Ban Sdm, thinh thodng goi cho it
tién. Khi vé Hué, vao cita Thugng Tit, di
qua nha ci cia ban Lic nao cing thdy bii
ngul, O Pleiku, ngdi bigt dién, va nhd Sdm
cii, ciing khéng con. Khi nao ban vé tham
qué, ndéi vai Sdm tin cho t6i biét, néu sitc
khie con cho phép, 16i sé vé Sai gon, tui
minh gdp nhau ldn cudi trong doi.

A1 HUU CONG CHANH

T6i gbi loi thdm gia dinh ban. Cdc chdu dd ldp
gia dinh chua, cé may con, va co & gdn ban khong?
Thdn di.” .

Dudi 14 tho ¢6 viét thém vai 18i clia ngudi chuyé&n
tha: “Hé than mén, Ta chuyén tho cia H cho may. Thé' la
gid khodi réi. Sau khi nhin i clia may, gid nhdn thém cia
MVD va NHC dutge 150 dong US. Gid ddm mo vé Dakto
dién thoai vé Satgon cho tao.’

Ban t6i doc xong 14 tho clia mot ké dong trang Ita
bd vio nii séng ddi sd khai, va tim dugc hanh phic, 1am
t61 xtic ddng. C6 cdi gi x4t xa, vi tdi chgt nhé d&€n mot
ngudi ban khdc, sau 1975 anh di c8 ging hét sifc dé hoi
nhap vdi x3 hdi méi, mong goép phin xiy dung lai qué
hudng sau bao nhiéu nim chién tranh d6 ndt. Nhung ciing
khdng dude vi ho qua khit khe, anh vio ritng, khai pha
mdt thung liing hoang sd, sdng tach biét vai xi hoi, vui
ddi e do, nhung cling khong dudc, bi bit bd. Anh vudt
nguc, vd v& sau ¢é ngudi thiy anh trong todn vd trang
chan xe khi qua déo, d€ tuyén truyén v€ mot cudce chién
dau danh tr do. Nhiéu nim t6i dd Gim tin tdc anh nhung
khong ¢6, ¢6 1€ anh di chét 3 mot x6 miii hdc ritng nao
roi.

Chiing t6i dang nhiu thi vd ban t6i di lam v&, chi
chay ra va chio va vui vé ndi: “Cdc anh ngung dn nhdu
di, d€ bung ma dn bin bo, 16i dd@ ndu sdn chd cdc anh.”

T6i vira cAm ddng, vi¥a 4i ngai, vi chi phai lam viéc
mudi miy tiéng ddng hé lién ti€p trong ngdy, chic Ia mét
1Am. M&i v& nha, lai phai ndu nudéng dii ding ban clia
chdng nita, ma véi nu cudi vui vé trén méi, khudn mat
rang rd, chif khéng phdi cau c6 git gong, ciu nhau, than
vin chdng con. T6i nhin ban t6i, va thiy ban 161 phudc
qué, ¢6 v¢ vira gidi vita hién.

Biin bd dudc don ra trong phdng khich, t6 biin bo
mdu sic dep, t6i o nhin vio hai mi€ng chi tém cua nhéi

Canh dep trong VIIEJn anhard & V1ctor1a
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ma mudn in ngay. Chua cim dlia ma 101 dd thudng thic
duge huong thom ciia gia vi quen thude. C6 mii sa, mii
mim rude, miti hanh, tiew ngat mii. Hip mot mi€ng nude
iin bd, t61n6inho nhéd “ngon quai™ khéng damnoildn, s¢
v¢J ban 161 tudng t0 khen xa giao Mui vi biin bd dic bigt
nidy mang iri 6c to1 vé tan Hu€, ngon la ling, chwa bao gid
16 Ain dugc mdt td bin bd nhw the ndy trén dat My T61
dinh n6i 1a bit dén ban td1, vi sau khi 4n 16 ban niy, thi
lam sao mi t5i di in bin bd ngodi tiém dudce nita. Du da
4n nhiu lung ling bung tif chi€u rdi, ma tdi van tin hudng
duge cai hudng vi ngon 1anh cia t6 biin bd do vd banniu.
Gi4 budi chidu ditng in moén nhdu, thi i s€ chdi thém
mét t6 thd hai, cho di
miéng.

An xong thi di hon
mudi mot gid rudi dém, 161
vi ban rangdi phong khich
chuyén trd, han huyén thém
cho d&n khuya. Pdi lam chi .
¢6 nhiéu ngiy vui nhy thé
. nAy, IAm chi cdn ¢6 dip gap
nhau trong khdéng khi yén
vui, fm dp cia tinh ban hon
nifa thé ky. Chuyén khong
dau, nhung trong 16ng vui.

Ban da nhudng phong
chinh cin nha cho t6i ngd,
ban va vg qua phong cic
con. Toi khong chiu, vi dinh
mAit phong cda vg chéng
ban, thi t8i lAm sao mi ngl
dudc dém nay.

Sdang hém sau, ndm
215 ban da thifc diy doc bao.
Nim gi¢f rudi 161 xudng lin
ngdi vdi ban. Cdi dng ban
ndy ciing 13 mdt di nhén,
mdi dém chi ngd nim gid
théi, nim gid 14 du, khéng
hon khong thi€u. ThE ma
khde manh, khong cao max,
khong tiéu dudng, khng
bénh tim, vi lam viéc bén
bi nhu thanh nién, va bdn
phan véi vd cling nhy thai trai tré khéng y&u di chit ndo.

Hom nay, ban dua t6i di chdi khip thanh phd Sealle,
tif phd Tau, qua phé chinh, qua chg trdi, ndi c6 hang ngan
du khéch dang x6n xao dao chdi, xem chd ¢4, chd trdi cay.
6] chg cd, may anhbanca co 18 gocY rao hang inh 01, va
ném cé bi€u dién, ngudi ném, ngudi chup, ldm du khiach
thich thi. Qu4 trwa, ban dua téi ra bd bién ngdi choi trén
gh& d4, dudi béng mdt ting ciy. My c6 My nim nglia
t&nh hénh phdi ning, than thé cing citng, da thit chic nich,
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g0 ngwe che rt it vai, chin thon dai , hai méng day din
che diy don so. May thay, cai chit nong trong 1ong o1
cling da ngudi di nhiéu lam mdi ¢6 thé tim duge thanh
thin cho tim hén khi ngdi diy vdi ban nhin bién xanh
ngit, séng bac diu, bén kia 1a thanh phd chit chdng nha
cao. Khong néi chi nhiéu, nhung chung t61 cung thiy vui,
an binh, Am ap Nhlrng khi nhu thé nay, cung rdt hiém hoi
trong ddi. Budi chiéu trén dudng v&, ban ké cho ti nghe
nhu’ng ngdy gian nan trong chinh chién. K& cho t6i nghe
v& mét dng tudng ma l4u nay t6i tdng dng ta 1a mot ké
tham nhiing, bt tai. Bay gi¢ t6i mdi bi€t dng Ay 12 mot
widng gidi nhung nhiéu tai i€ng.

Ban dua tdi dén thim
anh Nghi, mt ngudi thich
1amthd, anh mdéi dilam viéc
vé, dang tim trong phong.
V¢ anh Nghi thdy ban t&i
vio, mdi ngdi, v dem ra
chai rugu manh cing may
chai soda. Chi xudng bé&p,
nudng mdt dia nem day, cat
thém mdt dia gio cha bung
1én mdi. Ban tdi rét righy, va
t6i ciing cAm diia phd mdi
chdi. Di choi bién 1Am bung
d6i, 161 khdng khach sdo chi
ca, di nha la. Mdt lic sau,
anh Nghi tit phong tim x5
cita budera, ngac nhién noi;
“{Ja, 4&n hdi nao th€?” Va
anh vdi va lau ngudi, ngdi
vio bin, rot thém rugu vao
ly ban tdi, cing cung ly bi
ti. Ban tdi dd ¢d tHi lAm tai
x& néu cin, ct udng cho da,
khong s¢ say. Anh Nghi nghe
n6i t6i chi chuyén tri d&
tring, anh doi mang Vodka
ra cho 161 choi. To1 ciing ché,
Vi Xin rugu tring vdi nong
3% s0 khong ma théi. Khoéng
tra, khéng ruchu, ciing mat di
mdt phan cdi vui va cdi thin
tinh vdi ban bé mdi c. Thdi,
thi trdfi phat, khong cho minh hudng, thi rdn chiu viy. Rugu
viio, mit hai anh di d&i t¥ mau tring ra mau hong. Chi
Nghi dem thém ra mét dia nem day vun khéc nita. Anh
Nghi cao hitng ngam cho chiing t6i nghe bai thd cda anh
sdng tdc trong dip T&t vira qua. Giong ngiin cia anh nhu
ngam si nha nghé. Bii thd néi vé mia xuin, qué huong,
{inh nghia vg chdng, long ké tha hudng. Chai rudu di voi
gin xudng ddy. Ban t6i hoi thim anh Mua, mdt ngudi
ban chung, anh Nghi b8c dién thoai, kéu anh Mua tdi nhdn
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vi hdm nay c6 ban 161, vd mét dng ban mdi, 1 California
1€n chdi. Mot lic sau, anh Mua t8i, v mang theo mét
ngudi ban khic nlta. Moi ngudi gid thiéu nhau, va lai
cung ly, 14n ndy udng bia chai. Anh Nghi mit di do gay,
néi chuyén tich ciia ba vg dng T6 Pong Pha lam con ga
mii dé trifng d€ 6ng dai ban, va bén ciy trim mua ridu
cho chong. C6 1€ chi Nghi ciing hoc duge phin nao phép
chiéu chdng cfia ba T6 ching. Anh Mua bio ring uéng
rudu § nha khong vui, rh moi ngudi ra quan ci phé kara
oke mdi md trong thanh phd cdch ddy may thang. Toi 1ai
xe, viban 161 da thd ra ndng mii rvgu. Quan ciing khong
xa nhi bao nhiéu, budi chidu ving khach, chiing t61 vao
mdtban bén trong. Anh Mua kéu bia, ban t6i d& nghi mén
¢ xdo lin. Anh Mua ép (61 1am mot chai bia, khéng cho
t6i udng d€ tring dac biét. Ep mai khéng dudc, anh cé vé
hoi budn, va n6i ring cudc ddi ngn ngii va di thay mau
14m, d& chi c6 lai dugc mét ngdy hanh phiic nhhém nay,
ma khéng liéu minh lam mdt chai bia vui ban vui bé ? Anh
né1 ding qud di chd. Nhitng ngudi ban mdi ndy, mdi gip
nhau 1an diu, ma di nhy than tinh 6 }au. Khong khich
sdo, khong e de, vui vé, tf nhién, tdi khodi c4i khéng khi
hio sdng niy. Nhut cdi phong cdch clia cdc anh hiing hdo
hin trong truyén Thily H, chi cin nghe tén, chi c¢in gap
nhaumdt 1dn, 12 md rong ca tim 1dong ra ma dii nhau. T5i
1a ban thin cii cda dng HG, thi ho ciing dii tdi than tinh
nht ddi 6ng 10. Nhitng chai bia khong i x&p diy mot
g6c ban. C6 bdi ban bimg ra thém nam chai bia, néi 13
cia dng chti nha hang ddi. M6t Iic sau nita, ¢6 bung ra
thém mdt dia thifc nhm, cling ciia 6ng chii nha hing mJi
khach. Khong khich sdo, chll nha hang mdi thi o nhan,
c udng, va ¢ in, ong ta cdon c¢i kho rugu, ca kho thic in
kia ma. Ching t6i néi chuyén vui vé, vang rin. Ong chi
nha hing ra, va tr gidi thiéu, anh Mua kéo 6ng chii vio
bian ngdi phiu chung ludn.
Chdng t6i hdi tham vé tinh
hinh buén b4n, vé sinh hoat
ca nhac ban dém tai qudn.
Mot lic sau, dng chi qudn
bin viéc b di. Anh Mua cao
hiing, ca ngay tai ban mot bai
ddi t61, ngudi khach phuong
Xa, ngudi ban mdi. Giong anh
Am cling, truyén cam, khong
trach chi truGe kia anh chi huy
bi€t doan van nghé ctia Cuc
Tim Iy chi€n quin d6i. May
ddng chi cdng sin ghét tha
ndy ldm. Bdi viy, ma anh tra
nd méu ca hit bing gin cd
chuc ndm ti. Anh Nghi da
quic cdn cau, di 140 ddo,
kh6ng vitng, mit dé nhw mat
trdi, d6i mit dd d ra, cling

AIHUU CONG CHANH

ngim ting 161 bai tho Han Mic T&. “Sao anh khong vé
chot thdn Vi. Nhin ndng hang caundng mdilén . . .” Rugu
da tran dén thé, ma giong ngdm cdn that 4m va 16 rang.
Dén phién ban t5i, ban néi 1a doc thd théi, chit khong
ngam. Gigng Hu€ cla ban rit truyén cam, va ban doc tho
véi hét cdi tAm tinh, v6i ci tAm 1ong ban gdi vao 13 the.
Pé&nnhitng doan cim ddng, giong ban run run, miéng ban
méo xéch va hai hang nudc mit chdy dim dé. Ban vita
doc thd vita khéc. Anh Nghi tran tinh ban, ci néi “dirng
khéc, dirng khéc”. Déi khi ban t6i dirng lai vai gidy dé
cam sy cAm xiic, d€ cAm cdi nghen ngdo, rdi doc tho tiép,
va nude mit ti€p tuc ranrua trén md, chiy dai, 14 14, ban
dua tay quét nudc mit. Vi tdi, thi cdi hinh 4nh ban t6i
vita doc the vita khéc nie nd dep vo cling, va ling man
thd mdng hon cd cdi hinh 4nh 6ng Giang Chiu Tu Ma
trong Ti B4 Hanh khéc udt ¢4 ti 4o xanh. (Ié ai chan
chita hon nguodi. Giang Chdu Tu M@ diwgm mii do xanh).
T0i cam djng, 1ong 18 ching xuéng. M6t chién nhu thé
ndy Ia tran ddy hanh phic, d& chi tim dudc lai trong ddi.
Mot budi chiéu ndi xif ngudi, xa qué hudng ngan van
dam, trong géc quin ving, nim ngiudi ban, ¢6 rugu, cé
thin tinh hio sdng, ¢6 tho, c6 gidng nwdc mit cdm ddng.
T6i tham cdm on ban di cho 16i gidy phit hanh phiic ndy,
mdt phan trong ¥ nghia cla cuc séng. Cin chi phii so
sanh vdi cac dién tich xwa. Chic chi cdc dién tich xua diy
tinh cdm Iing man, thd mong va dep nhu thé niy. Bantdi
lau khd nwdc mit, 14y lai binh tinh, va ban di diy chai bia
khdng, nhitng chai d4 md 16i, ciing con d6, khdng ai uéng
thém dudc nita. Bon dng ban 5i da say, t51 khong udng
cling say mém vi cdi tinh sing khodi h6m nay, cling lio
ddo rii nhau ra vé.

Cai hao sing, cdi phong cich o xit thin tinh cia
nhifng 6ng ban mdi gap, 1am t61i mang mang nghi d&€n c4i
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khong khi phéng khodng, ngang tang clia nhitng nhin vét
hiohdn giang ho trong truyén Thuy Hi (Iwdng Son Bac)
ngay xua.

Trén dudng vé, 161 141 xe, vi ban da say, khong nén
cAm tay l4i. X la, t6i khdng bi€t dudng, ban 61 s& chi
dudng cho ma 141, ¢6 ngai chi. Nhung t8i nhin qua bén
canh, ban di ngoeo ddu, ngl say, ma cdi mat ban tréng
mét mdi 14m, c¢6 1& vi rudu manh di nhiéy, lai thém miy
chai bia nita. T6i tu§ng ban dang budn ndn vi riugu qui
nhiéu. Nhung ban vin ngt. T6i hdi ban di dudng nio, ban
tr 101 Am o 13 ¢ di thing. Pi thing thi o di, di cho ra
khoi ti€u bang ciing dudc, sg chi. Thiy ban ngi say qud,
cé hoi ciing khong chi ra dudng phai di. T6i hy vong sau
gidc ngl, ban sé khoe lai, vi tinh tdo chi dudng cho tdi.
Viéc chima lo lac dudng. Trdi di x&, béng démdi din da
bao phii thanh phd, tdi bat dén xe, va binh tinh di thing
t8i. Bdng dién thoai cim tay cla ban reo. Ban tinh diy
nghe dién thoai. Toi nghe ban noi: “Ba dang trén dudng
vé ddy. Bu ciing khdng biét dang J noi nao bay gio. Dilac
duong rdi, Ba dang tim dudong vé.” Ban t6i tinh lai, tim
dudng cho 61 d, 161 cling khong tin 1dm, nhung cling vui
vé di theo dudng ban chi. T6i dé nghi ditng lai xem bin
d3, tim dudng di cho mau, ban bdo 12 khong cin. Ci chay
quanh vai ba dudng, thi tim ra ddng 161 vé nha. Toi thd
phao, phuc tri nhd phudng hudng ctia ban, vité1 ma khdng
¢é ban dd, thi di ca thing ciing khdng vé dén nha.

Vé nhi, v ban di niu séin c4 hdp, cua rang ci chua,
don 1&én mdt mAm diy ngon linh, thom ngat. Ban ngdi
vao gh& ma cdn chua tinh. 161 chéng ché& cho ban, néila
ban chi udng vai chai bia théi. Nhung ¢6 1€ vg ciaban di
hiéu tinh chdng, v ciing 13 mot trong nhitng ba v¢ hién,
thudng chong, chiéu chdng, khi nhin cdi hinh ding mét
nhoc d6, thi cling di hi€u ban quit bao nhiéu chai, va
ciing khéng ciin nhiin chi ci, khi nghe ban néi: “Thdi, anh
di ndm nghi chiit dd, ¢d nha dn di” Udng qua, ¢4 ngon thé
niy ma ban khong an, cua ngot thit v chic, véi mii vi
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thAm ludi. BA vd ban
161 thit c6 nang khiéu
nau nudng. Toi khen
chi ndu ngon, muén
khen thit nhiéu ma
khdéng di ngdn ngl
d€ dién 1. My ong
nay, c¢d nhitng ba vy
hién linh, thuong
chong, dim dang va
hiéu khach. T6i nghi
13 nhitng ba T6 PBong
Pha, nhing ba vd
hién trong
chuong, ¢f tich, cling
chi hién thuc dén
mitc niy ma théi.
Nhung cdc 6ng c6 tho hay, khéo viét, khéo néinéncic ba
trd thanh huyén thoai.

Hom sau, ban dua 161 ra phi trudng sém, d€ 161 dén
v¢. Chiing téi di xe 1én Vancouver Canada, § diy hai hém,
di chdi quanh phd, #n irdi ciy rit ré, dii thi trai ciy tudi,
nhét 13 sdu riéng twdi, rit ngon va ngot, in tém Ién, tdm
con nhiy dong dong mé dem nudng. Ching t6i di lén
Alaska chdi thém mdt tudn. Khi vé lai phi tradng Seatle
thi ban lai ra d6n, dua vé nha thudng thitc mén hin bo
chay tuyét vi do v¢ ban bi€n ch€. An 16 biin bd chayniy,
t61 ngac nhién khéng hiu sao ngudi ta ddm nau biin bd
chay dem ban trong cic quin chay ndi thinh phd t6i 8.
Ping 14 biin bd chay v¢ ban t6i n&u, ngon hdn biin bd
min, qui 13i quing cdo clia ban t6i khong sai chiit nao.
T6i chot nhd 14n trudc vo chdng ban ghé nha t6i, t6i him
hé mua biin bd ngon nhit thinh phd diiban. Thitla 1am
chuyén mia riu qua mét thg. An biin bo chinh théng géc
Hu€ clia v¢ ban ndu, mdi thiy thite dn ciia thién ha niu
14 tao lao, chita dat ding mifc, ma cling md tiém, va khach
hang ciing dé dii ma khen tudi. Ngi thém mot dém tai
nhi ban, d8mkhuya hai dita lai n6i chuyén thd vin, chuyén
ban bé, khdng cii nhau nhu cdi thdi con mang xa 16n hdt
tée troc. Tudi gia, hai dia biét cling kha khd nhi€u, v
néi gi cling nghe xudi tai ban ci.

Hém sau, sdng tinh swdng, ban lai chd ra phi trudng.
Chia tay biii ngiii. Nhitng tinh ban cfi, d& thudng, vd lam
nén nhitng gid phiit hanh phiic quy bdu, hanh phic chan
thuc ctta con ngudi trén thé gian. Ngdi trénmdy bay, thiy
61 cudi vo cd, vg tdi héi cudi chuyén chi. T6i noi: “Anh
nghinguot Viét Nam mmh con rét nhidu ba va hién. Khéng
phdi qua My, qua Tay roz déu hung hé ditng lén lam cude
cdch mang tinh cdm, ndm Idy quyén chuyén chinh trong
gia dinh cd ddu. Mot 56 1dn, con gi dugc rdt nhiéu nét
dep A Péng trong tdm hén’

Mt chuyén di xa chdi va thim ban bé wd vé, 16i
thdy vui va yéu ddi hon, 1am viéc hing hii hon.
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