Xudn Ky Hdio

GIOI THIEU HOUSTON

Nguyen Van Do
(tiép theo LT 72)

Thay 161 md dau: Thing néim 1998, ITAHHCC 56 72 dd ditgc chuyén vé Texas dé nhom AHCC Houston
phu trdch. P& véi nhiéu AHCC, Houston khéng 6 gi la, song c6 1é Houston con xa la doi vei nhiing AH
va TH & xa chita bao gicr dén Houston. Thuc ra, ngodi nhiing cao 6¢ n odt troi, nhitng hé thong xa lg chdng
chit va nhitng cdnh ket xe trong gi&r di lam va tan so gidng nhi cdc thanh phd lin khdc trén ddt Hué Ky,
Houston ¢é nhitng diém déc biét ma cdc thanh phd khdc khong ¢o. Chinht nho nhifng diém ddc nay mad
dén s6 Houston 1iép tuc gia tdng trong khi dan s& tai nhiéu thanh phd khdc lai sit giam. Vi wde mong
chia s¢ su hiéu biét ciia t6i vé Houston, mdc diu gidi han, t6i xin giol thiéu Houston vai cac AHCC, ddc
biét véi cde AH va TH chira bao gio ddt chdn ti Houston. Biét ddu khi dpc xong bdi nay sé€ ¢d nhiéu AH

vat THCC dén toi Honston ldp nghiép...
HOUSTON NGAY NAY

Kinh Té

Hién nay nén kinh t€ cfia Houston khong con dua  Houston la noi tap trung nhiing chuyén-vién uu {1

hoan toan trén cin ban diu 1a, nhung 4 mot nén
kinh t&€ da dién (economic diversification). Theo
théng ké clia Houston Center for Public Policy va
Greater Houston Partership, 80 phan tram cong
viée trong nam 1981 lé thudc vao dau llia, sang
nam 1995, con s6 nay giam xudng 56 phan tram,
vii nay chi cdn 33 phéan tram. Trong s6 27 thanh
phé chuyén vé dau lita tai Hue Ky, Houston chiém
34.6 phan tram tdng sé san xuat. Do d6, Houston
van con duge coi Ja Thi d6 nang lyong cla the
¢i6i (World's Energy Capital). Piéu ndy o thé
thay dugc khi di tham khu Pasadena, Laporte, Bay
Town doc xa 16 225, hay vung Channelview. ..

Vi ¢6 nhiéu md khi dét trong ndi dia ciing nhu
ngoai vinh Mexico nén Houston phat trién rit
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manh vé nganh héa hoc dé ché tao vat-ligu oy khi

dot (11 du céc loai vat dung bang plastic). Lai niia,
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vé k¥ thuat tan-ky khoan dau trong dat lién, thi du
ky thuat khoan ngang (horizontal drilling) va ky
thuit khoan dau ngoai khoi (deep sea drilling),
ky-thuat déng dan khoan dau ngoai khoi (offshore
drilling platform}, do dé nhiing cong tac thigt-ke,
lap do 4n xay cit nha mdy loc dau, nha médy hoa
hoc, dit & trong nudc hay ngoai nudc My, deu
dugc thuc hién tai Houston.

V6i nhitng cong ty ché tao mdy dién toan nhu
Compaq dat co-s¢ chinh & Houston, va irén 1000
cong ty viet ahu licu dién todn (computer soft-
ware). lam mdy dién-thoai, va 180 cong ty vién
thong (telecommunication), k& todn dién tir, Hous-
ton di trd lén mot thanh pho K§-Thuat tién tién
(high-tcch) clia th& ky thid 20 vi 21, Theo tai ligu
nghién cifu vé nhitng thanh pho 16n trén Hué-Ky
cha Federal Reserved Bank, thi Houston la mét



trong nhing thinh phd chuyén mon nhét sau De-
troit, Washington D.C. va NewYork.

Houston duoc goi la Thanh Phé Khong Gian v&i
co s& kiém soat, digu hanh vi yém trg cde phi vu
tham hi€ém khéng gian, rdp nél tram khang gian
(space station Jink) thude Co-quan Quoc Gia Hang
Khong va Khong Gian (NASA) dat tai Clear Lake.
Co quan ndy dd déng gép vio kinh t& Houston
trén 1.3 t my kim moi nam lién tiép trong ba
chuc nam qua.

Nhimng k§ nghé quan trong khdc cua Houston la
nganh y-khoa, y-khoa sinh-vat (biomedical), ky-
thuét sinh-vat (biotechnology). ky nghé diéu ché
va sdn xuat thudc tay (pharmaceutical drugs and
products). Riéng tai Houston, ¢ trén mat tram
¢ong ty vé k¥ thudt sinh vt véi wén 1000 nhan
vién. Trung tam Y-Khoa Texas ndi tiéng vé y-hoc
va cic dich vu y-khoa nén da 16i cudn rit nhigu
ngud trén thé gidi t6i hoc hot va chiia bénh. Trong
niam (5) nim qua trung tdm nay da dugc cap trén
2 ty My Kim danh cho cic cong tac nghién cuu y
hoc.

Vé chuyén van, Houston c¢6 xe bus thanh phé
(Metro) chay trén cdc dudng chinh noi trung tam
Downtown tdi cdc viing ngoai 6. Mac dau vay, da
s& dan Houston thich dimg phuong tién riéng dé
di chuyén, gay ra canh ket xe ddng ké trong nhiing

gidr di 1am vit tan sd.

Houston ¢é hai phi trudng 16a: Hobby Airport
danh cho nhiing phi vu trong nude va phi triong
quéc & George Bush (Houston International Air-
port} danh cho nhiing phi vy trong nudc va quéc
t&. Nam 1996, phi trudng George Bush duge x&p
vio hing thi sdu trén thé gidi vé dich vu chuyén
van hanh khach.

Thuong c¢ing Houston (Ship Channel} duge xép
hang thit hai trong nhiing thwong cing i6n nhat
trén toan quoc va ding hang thi tdm trén the gidi
vé 6 luong hang héa van chuyén. Thuong cing
Houston dii dong gop vao kinh 1€ Houston vao
khodng 3 ty m§ kim moi nam.

Xét v& mic gidu ¢6 cua dan Houston, bio For-
tune 500 liét ké 16 cong ty thudc Houston. Dé do
mic do kinh t€ clia Houston, hang nam Nhat Bdo
Houston Chronicle lim kiém ké nhimg thinh qua

di dat duoc trong mot ndm cla tat ca cdc xi nghiép
hoat dong tat Houston va cong bd thanh qlia tot
nhét cta 100 Cong Ty din dau trong ban danh
sdch kiém ké. Két qua kiém ké clia nam 1997 cho
thay 10 cong ty diing dau vé loi tic (11 My Kim)
Ia: Compag (24.5), Enron (20.3), Sysco (17.8).
NGC (13.4), USX-Maraton (12.9) The
Coastal(9.6), American Corp. (8.9), EOTT Energy
Parters (7.6), Continental Airlines(7.2) va Hous-
ton Industries (6.8).

Dién Tich va Dan S8

Nam 1993, dién tich cia Houston 12 596 dam
vubng. Nhiing nam gan day, Houston sidt nhap
thém nhiéu ving lan can nén dién tich taing thém
nhiéu. Hién nay dan s6 cia thi tran Houston (met-
ropolitan area) ude do 1.7 riéu nguoi (3.3 trieu
ké ci vling 1an) va con ting. Trong s0 nay, 40.6%
1a da tring, 27% la da den, 27.3% Mé Tay Co
{hispanic), 4% Ia da vang vi 0.2% la cdc giong
khac. Trong so nhiing ngudi da ving, nguoi Vit
Nam dong hon ca, thd dén Trung Hoa, An o,
Hoi (Pakistan) va ngudi Phi (Phillipine). Hién nay
Houston dang phai duong dau vai van dé sé ngudi
di i 181 Houston cang ngay cang ting, va ngudi
da tring lo ngai s& tr& thanh thiéu s6. Theo du
dodn, trong mot tuong lai rit gan, ngudi ME tay
Co sé dan ddu vé din $6. V& ngdn ngil, ngoai Anh
ngil (English) v& Tay Ban Nha (Spanish) con co
161 60 ngon ngi khac nhau duge noi tal day.

Houston la mat trong nam thanh phd trén Hué-Ky
c6 nhidu gidng ngudi khac nhau cu ngu, va din
Houston cfing chip nhan su chung séng hiép ching
nay. Digu niy dugc thé hién qua viéc bau ong Lee
Brown, ngudi da den dau tién, Jam Thi-Trudng
nam 1997 va su duy tri chuong trinh Affirmative
Action tam dich 12 Chuong Trinh Néang Do Thiéu
S6 cha thanh pho Houston. Di nhién van con nhiéu
trudng hop hanh hung hay an mang giy ra do suf
thit nghich (hate crimes) vi khac biét chung toc,
hay vi bi tranh danh cong viéc cia nhilng ngusi
da tring bao thi vi qud khich. Noi chung, din
Houston dé co cam tinh, gidu 1ong bac di (theo
Houston Image Group, riéng quan Harris da déng
26p 11.5% tong sO gity vao viéc thién nguyén toan
qudc), nhung dé néng ndy, thiBu kién nhan nhu lai
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xe qua dén vang, vugt dén do, déi fen (lane) qua
mat khong bat dén hiéu, bop cdi phan doi tai xé&
xe truge mit khi xe nay di cham, hay doi khi con
¢é hanh dong cuc doan hon nhu rit sung ban nguoi
khic khi bi phin d6i! Téi nghi & di ho (thidu s6
ma thoi) hanh déng nhu vay, mot phan vi anh
huéng cla khi hiu, va phin khdac do giong mau
clia ho van con chut it tinh chat cao boi.

Van beé Giao Duc

Houston ¢é nhiéu trudng dai-hoc thich hop cho
moi sinh vién. vi hién nay c6 trén 237,000 sinh
vién ghi danh vao chwong trinh Pai hoc. Theo
théng ké, hai muoi phan trim (209%) dan s Hous-
ton di hoan tat chuong trinh bon nam bac Dai
Hoc. Cac truong Dai Hoc lén gom:

Baylor College of Medecine

University of Houston

Houston Baptist University

Rice University

University of Saint Thomas

Texas Southern University

Bates College of Law

UH South Texas College of Law

Pai-hoc Cong Dong Houston (Houston Commu-
nity College)

Céc trudng Y-Khoa (Medical related schools) nam
trong khu Trung Tam Y-Khoa Texas (Texas Medi-
cal Centers) gon:

The University of Texas Health Center

Prairie View Nursing School

Texas Woman's University

Trong cac trudng dai-hoc trén, tu-thuc Bayior
College of Medecine 1a mét trong mudi ruong
dimg dau toan quoc; trudng tu-thyc Rice noi tieng
vé chuong trinh khoa-hoc va Ky thuat; bai-hoc
Houston ndi tiéng vé chuong trinh Khong gian
(Space Engineering}, ky-thuét dau hoi (Petroleum
Engineering) vi dién todn (Computer Technology
and Computer Science). Sinh vién tot nghicp rai
day rit dé dang kiém viéc. Rat dong nguol Viét
theo hoc tai Prai-hoc Houston va Dai-hoc Cong-
Pang Houston. Hoc phi cla cac truong Dai hoe
lai Houston dimg hang thi ndm trén toan quoc
vao loai thap nhat.

S
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Céng Viéc (Jobs)

Vi 1a mdt nén kinh té da-dién, nén Houston ¢6 rat
nhieu cong viée khac nhau thich hop véi kha nang
clia moi ngudi.

1.2 Thi Po Ning Luong Thé Gidi, ky-thuat dau
ho# rat noi tieng va luon ludn duge cii tién theo
da phat trién cha khoa hoc. Mit khac, phan 1dn
cong tic thiét k& va lap do an cho cdc cong trinh
lien quan dén nang lugng cua nudc ngoal cung
duoc thuc hién tai Houston nén nhu cau chuyén
moén vé ky thuat, dién todn, co-khi, hoa-hoc va
nhét 1a k¥ su dudng 6ng (piping engineers) kha
cao véi luong béng hiu. Tuy nhién, cong véc doi
hoi dng vien phii co trinh 4o vé k¥ thuat cao va
kinh nghié¢m. Rat nhiéu chuyén vién ngudi Viét,
trong d6 ¢6 cdc AHCC, lam viée cho cic hing ¢8
vin k¥ thuat 16n tai Houston.

L4 mot thanh phd k¥ thuat tién tién, nén nhu cau
chuyén mén vé dién t0, dién todn va cac nganh
quéng cdo (marketing), bdn hing (sales). va trg ta
k§ thuit {engineering support) rit cao. Trong nam
1998, riéng tai Houston hiing Compact xU dung
trén 14,000 nhan vién. Véi sy sat nhip thém hang
Digital Equipment, vao nam 2000, s6 nhan vién
cla Compact s& 1én t6i 20,000. Mac dau vay, mot
s§ nhan vién ¢l s& phai bdi viée hay 1&y huu tri
non vi su cdt giam nhan vién do viéc sil nhap
nay.

Trung Tam Quodc Gia Hang Khong va Khong Gian
(NASA} tai Clear Lake xU dung rat nhiéu chuyén
vién, dac biét nganh khong gian, co-khi va vién
thong. Co s& nay di thu dung tgi 11,000 nhin
vién khé ude v vio khodng 3,300 nhan vién Lién
Bang. vdi 64% la chuyén vién Khoa hoc va K¥
thuat. R4t nhicu ngudi Viét 1am viéc tai day.

Nhu ciu nhan vién vé duge si, y ta (nursing) tai
Trung tam Y-khoa Texas va cdc nha thuong, phong
khém bénh tuf cling rat cao. Theo ban kiém ké clia
nhat bdo Houston Chronicle xuat bdn ngay 5-17-
98, chi riéng 20 bénh vién I6n tai Houston da ding
trén 13,700 y si va 13,800 y ta (nurse).

Vi Houston li mot thanh phd ning lugng nén da
x4 ra rit nhidu cin ba ¢d chifa chit 6 nhiém. do dé
Housten Ta mot thanh pho tién phong vé vin dé
chéng 6 nhiém. Rat nhigu cong ty c6 van va thiét



ké& cdc cong tic méi sinh (Environmental) ndi tieng
hoat dong tai Houston vdi nhiig k¥ thuat 161 tan
nhit. Nhu c¢iu nhin vién vé méi sinh (environ-
mental), hoa hec, cong-chanh (public work) va
loc nude rit cao. Nhiéu nguoi Viét, trong do co
mét s6 AHCC, lam viée trong nganh nay cho cdc
hiing ¢0 van k¥ thuit va cho thanh pho Houston.

Ve nganh ¢ van ky thuit, thiét k& va xay cat
(Engineering and construction), Houston ¢6 nhiing
hang 1on nhu Bechtel, Flour Daniel, M.W. Kellogg,
Halliburton, ABB Lummus Global, Jacobs Engi-
neering Group, Stone & Webster, S&B Engineers
and Constructors va Mustang Engineering... Vé
xay cat ¢6 Brown & Root va Williams Brothers
Construction Co... Hang Wiliams Brothers xay
cat hau hét nhiling dudng 16 trong quén Harris va
trong thanh phé Houston. Vi nghé xay cat dudong
16 doi hoi nhidu siic manh, chiu dung mua nang
khong thich hop véi ngudi Viét Nam nén toi khéng
thdy nguoi Viét lam nghé nay.

Ngh¢ tu-do tai Houston rat dugc phon thinh. Pa
s0 kiéu dan hanh nghé nay, dic biét 1a ngudi Vit
Nam va nguoi Trung Hoea. Rat nhigu nguoi Viét
mé phong kham bénh, khiam riang, ké todn, bio
hi¢m, uén téc, chap phé, siia xe va tiém an. Tai
Houston ¢6 mot 6 ngudi Viét thanh cong trong
dich vy 1iém an nhu Kim-Son, Fukim, Phd Cong
Ly. Nhiing tiém ké trén duoc ci khéch Viét 1an
My chiéu ¢6 rat dong ddo. Riéng ngudi Trung
Hoa, trude khi nhugng dia Hong Kong
dugce tra lai cho Hoa Luc, mot s dan
kinh doanh Hong Kong di di cu sang
day, mang theo tién bac va kinh nghiém
dé tiép tuc cong tac dau tu. Tai Hous-
ton, ho dd md mang nhiéu khu thuong
mai, diac biét doc theo dai 16 Bellaire,
mét Hong Kong Mall dang dugc xay
cat rat qui mo.

N6i chung, ti ¢ thit nghiép clia dan
Houston trong may nam vita qua luon
luén & dudi midc nam phian triam (5%)
do d6 Houstou dugce coi 1a thanh phd cé

nhigu cong viée nhat.

Nha Cua

Houston la mot trong nhitng thanh pho dong duc
va mo mang nhanh nhit, Houston khong cé sic
tudt chia vung (zoning ordinance) phan biét khu
thuong mai va gia cu nén viéc diéu hanh sy mo
mang xdy cat trong thanh phé chi dua trén luat
xdy cat (building code) va chuong trinh thiét k&
thanh phé (city planning department). Tai cac phan
khu gia cu (subdivisions), su xay cat va tu ba duoc
diéu hanh bing ching thu dia éc (deed restric-
tion) va uy ban Kiém Soat Xién Tric (Architec-
tural Control Committee) thudc phan khu gia cu.
Vi khong ¢é sic luit vé gia cu va thuong mai do
dé khu thuong mai thuémg xen k& véi khu gia cu,
gay nén nhilng vu tranh tung vé an ninh gia cu rat
phién phiic. Nha cita tai Houston tuong doéi ha
nhat trong toan qudc, vi chi can 18 phén tram so
hiong cho nha clta, ngoai trit khu sang trong. Phi
ton vé tién nghi (utilities) nhu dién, nudc ciing ha
hon cac noi khac.

Khi Hau

Khi hau Houston giong khi hau clia mién ban nhiét
dai (subtropical). Khi hau trung binh hiang nam Ia
67.8 F (20 C, thing bdy va tdm 1a nhiing thdng
néng nhat véi nhiét do trung binh vao khodng 82
F (28 C. Maa déng thap nhat ghi duoc ta 5F (-15
C,. Trong nam 1998, vi anh hudng cla El Nind,
va rat ¢o thé vi tinh trang tang do néng toin ciu
{global warming), nhiét dé trén 100 F (38 C da
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dugc ghi nhan trong nhiing thing Bay, Tam, Chin
va Mudi vita qua.

Pat Houston bang phing, dudng xd va nha cla
xay cit trén nhing khu dat thip thudng bi nglp
lut. Qui ban chac dd duge thay cinh lut 161 xay ra
tai Houston va vung phu cén trén Tivi, cling nhu
nhiing tin tdc vé thiét hai do nan lut gay ra, dugc
ding tai trén bio chi trong thoi gian via qua. Vi
viy. khi mua nhi nén d¢ ¥ t6i mue nude lut cha
khu do, dac biét muc ude nudc lut 50 nam. Tuy
theo khu, chii nhi thudng phii mua bdo hiém vé
bio lut, nhung khéng phai mua bio hiém vé 1éc
xody (tornada).

Du lich va Giai Tri

Nhitng noi du lich tai Houston va vung phu ciin
duge ghi trén cudn Texas TourBook. Nhiing nei
dang tham viéng khi téi Houston gém co:

- Trung Tam Khang Gian (Space Center) tat
Clear Lake cach Housten vio khodng 23 miles
trén dudng NASA Rd. 45 Scuth.

- Port of Houston Turning Basin, 7300 Clinton
Rd.

- Museum of Health & Medical Science, 2228
Calumet St.

- The Museum of the Fine Arts Houston, 1001
Bissonnet.

- Holocaust Museum Houston, 288 South
Moore/Calumet St

- Houston Museum of Natural Science, 1
Hermann Circle.

- San Jacinto Battleground State Historical
Complex tai 5500 Park Road, La Porte ¢6
Battleship Texas. San Jacinto Monument (Xin
xem hinh bia LT s& 72) va Museum of History.
- Mé hinh Cam Thanh (Forbidden City) cha
Trung Quoc khu Katy trén I-10.

Ban nén tdi tham Houston vao mua nao?

-Thing 3, 4, 9 va 10 1a nhitng thang mét mé, thang
6. 7 va 8 1a nhiing thang ndng bic. Tuy nhién néu
ban mudn coi Houston Livestock Show and Ro-
deo tal Astrodome (Kirby va 610 S) thi ban nén
161 Houston vao trung tuan thdng hai dén déu thang
Ba. Nam nay Rodeo kéo dai tit 16 thang Hai dén 7
thing Ba, vé vho clia thudng duge ban trudc ca
thang. Ngoai man trinh dién cudi ngya, cudi bo

clia nhiing dan cowboy Texas ndi tigng, con cd
nhac Pong Qué Hoa-Ky (Country Music) do nhiing
nhac s ird danh nhu Reba McEntire, Hank Will-
iams Jr., Neal McCoy, Clint Black. Wynonna,
Lionel Richie... va Enrique Iglesia thudc Nam My.
Vio trung tudn thing Ba, Houston ¢ vong du-
lich di tham hoa AZALEA (Azalea Tour) tai khu
River Qak. mot khu sang trong clia Houston,

-Vio thang Ba v thang Tu, hoa dai va hoa Blue-
bennet (xin xem hinh bia LTCC 6 72) nd rd hai
bén xa 1o Texas 71va U.S. 290 wr Austin to1 Hous-
tor. Ban ¢é the ngung lai ngam hoa, thudng thikc
mii thom hoa dai, nhung ché c¢d hai hoa vi ban ¢é
thé ianh phat néu bi bt gdp. Néu ban tdi Houston
vao cudi thang Tu, ban s& duge chdng kién min
trinh dién tran chién quyét dinh gilta quin Texas
clia tuéng Sam Houston vi quan Meé-Tay-Co cla
tudng Santa Ana, véi canh tan sit quan Mé-Tay-
Co va cudc bat séng Santa Ana cla quin Texas.

“Néu ban thich danh ca ngua, ban ¢ thé 16i truéng
dua ngua Sam Houston Race Park; néu muén xem
dua choé xin tdi treong dua chd Gulf Greyhound
Park gin Lamarque; néu ban thich am nhac cb
dién hay nhac dong qué Hoa-Ky, ban c¢6 the tdi
Worthham Center, Alley Theater, Jones Hall hay
Music Hall; néu ban thich nghe nhac Viét hay
binh tho thi ban ¢é thé 161 Quén Vin dudng Anita
(An Loc). Chli quan Vian 1a luat su Nguyén Ngoc
HAi, mot ca si tai tif nhung rdt tai hoa cia Hous-

ton,

Nguoi Viét 6 Houston

Tong s6 ngudi Viét Nam & Houston ude ching
150,000 & rai rdac quanh Houston. Nhiing khu gia
cu dong ngudi Viét Nam nhat 1a viing tady nam
(Southwest) hay Alief, Highway 6, Beilaire, vung
Poéng nam {(South East} hay South Belt va Clear
Lake. Khu thuong mai xam uit nhit clia nguoi
Viét duge tap trung vao ba khu quan trong: trung
tam thanh phd (Downtown), Bellaire-Gessner va
khu NASA.

Vin phong Pai Dién Cong Dong ngudi Viét dat
tai tru s& & 8282 dudng Bellaire. Noi day ciing la
noi hop mat cta Ho1 Cao Nién tai Houston. Vi
Dai Dién Cong Déng Viét Nam khong phai 1a
ngudi xa la véi cac AHCC Houston, do la ong



Nguyén Cao My, cuu sinh vién trugmg K§ Thuit
Cao Thing & Saigon.

Houston co ba dat phat thanh vi mot dai truyén
hinh phat thanth bang tiéng Viér. Ba dai phdt thanh

qon:

o]
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« Little Saigon Radio phat thanh trén bing fin
1070 méi ngay 0 thi Hai dén tha Sdu w7 gidy
sing dén 4 gid chiéu: Chi Nhat wr 8 git 161 dén
12 gid dém.

» Dai Radro Vietnam Houston phat thanh trén bang
tan 1080 méi ngay i thit Hai dén thd Sau tir |1
gid sdng dén sau gio chidu; thit Bdy tir 9 gios sdng
dén 1 gid chiéu.

» Pai VOVN phdt thanh trén bang tin 1070 mdi
ngay tif tha Hai dén thid Sau 1 4 gior chigu dén 9
Zio ol

Pii truyén hinh gom: = P truyén hinh VSTAR,
tén ¢l 1a Vietnam Vision of America Netwaork,
phdt hinh méi nglly vio budi i ti 9 dén 10 gi¢s
dém trén bang tan 54 cua hé thong Cable Warner.
Tai thang Hai nam 1999, dai VSTAR s¢ phat hinh
trén vé tinh (sarellite) hé thdng digital.

Houston ¢é rit nhigu Hoi doan, song cac hoi doan
nay déu sinh hoat riégng r&. Ping ké nhat 1a Héi
Vin Hod va Khoa Hoc, mét t6 chic bit vu lgi
nham bdo t6n Vin Hod Viét Nam, dia chi lién
lac: HO1 Van Hoed va Khea Hoc P.O.Box 741301
Houston. Texas 77274, Dién thoai (2811847-3396.

MGl to chifc khic khd quan trong 13 Hai Chuyén
Gia va Ky thuat Gia Viét Nam. Thing 10 via
qua, Hoi Chuyén Gia va K§ Thuat Gia VN ¢6 8
chic hai ngay hoi thao tai trudng Rice Houston.
V61 su thong minh va c¢dn cl sdn ¢6, phin dong
ngudi Viét ¢ Houston rit thanh cong vé phuong
dién c4 nhan; vé& tip thé, Cong Péng Viét Nam
chua ¢6 maot tiéng néi manh mé khién nha cam
guyén thianh phd hay cdc t6 chde chinh tri duong
thdt phdi né vi. Tuy vay su déng gdp clia cong
dong Viét Nam vio kinh 1€ clia thinh pha Hous-
ton that dédng ké. do dé Hoi Pong thanh pha Hous-
ton dd chdp thuan dat én 14 dudng trong thanh
ph& (khu Downtown) bang tiéng Viét song song
v ten My, thi du dudng Mé Linh (Milam), dudng
Tu Do (Travis), duong Hung Vuong (Holman),

duong Phan Thanh Gian (Francis)... Vai nhiing
tién trién (6t dep trén, Cong Dong ngudi Viet hy
vong s&€ c6 dai dién trong Hoi Dong Thanh Pho
mot ngdy gan day.

Houston cé mot trung tam nham gidp dd ngudi ty
nan Dong Duong cu ngu tai Houston, dé Ia Trung
Tam Van Héa Bong Duong hay ICC (Indochinese
Culture Center 30tC) da: tru sd & 3333 Fannin.
dién thoat (713)522-7799. Trung tim nidy cd ba
chuong trinh:

I. Chuong Trinh thuc phim danh cho cao nién
trén 62 tudi {Food Program for Seniors 62 and
over) do thanh phé Houston bao trg. Chuong trinh
nay cung cap mat bita an trua cho quy vi cao nién
t 62 tro 1én.

2. Chuong Trinh chim séc ngudi gia trén 62 tudi
do Tiéu Bang Texas bdo tro. Chuong trinh niy
cung cap phuong tién di chuyén, noi hoi hop, hoc
dao, gidi tri, an trua va cac I6p hoc Anh Ngir ESL
{(English as Second Language) d¢ d6i thoai hay
thi viio quéc tich Hoa-Ky.

3. Chuong trinh day cdt tée, udn tée va slia mong
tay (cosmetology) do Pell Grant dai tho. Hoc phi
cua tron chuong trinh ta $4.500 véi thai gian hoc
1,500 gig. Dieu kién nhap hoc dé dang vi (ng
vién chi can ¢é trinh do I16p bdy 1a di. Thong
thudng hoc vién chi phai ra $100 ma thoi phin
con lai Pell Grant tra hét.

Puge héi cam nghi thé nao vé Trung Tam Van
Hoa Dong Duong, mar cu gia ma (0i di gap tai
Trung tim Van Hoéa Déng Duong tra loi: “Toéi
sang ddy dd hon nam (5) nam, chinh nhd noi nay
ma t&1 dugce gip nhidu ban, dd cam thay ¢ don,
do d6 con chdu khot phai sian séc 161, va dac bict
nho hoc & diy ma méi day toi da thi dau vao cong
dan Hoa-Ky”. Rit nhiéu nguoi Viét Nam cé tiém
cdt thefudn tée hay sia mong tay da tot nghiép t
Trung Tam nay.

Tuong Lai Cua Houston Ra Sao?

Ba muoi ba phan tram kinh t& ¢da Houston dua
trén can ban nang luong, do d6 tuong lai cla Hous-
ton sé tiép tuc phu thude vao k¥ nghé nang lugng
va cdce dich vy lién hé t6i ning lugng trong va

ngoat nudc.
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NHO SAIGON

Saigon phd chy dwong xia

Ra di ap 4 nang mita nant nao

Mong manh mot thodng dat dao
Néng bitng sdng ruc hé chdao pho xifa
Cho dong nguoi sdang dén truu

Chiéu vé khdp ngd dung dua qudn léu
Bdn budn, dn 161, da chiéu

Bot chién, kil tiu, chit Tiéu ndu ngon

La mat thanh phé K§ Thuat Tién Tién (hightech),
k¢ thuit va k¥ nghé dién ti tiép tyc cai tién theo
di 1ién trién cud khoa hoc, do d6 k¥ thuét va ky
nghé dién ti va s€ 1ép tuc dong mot vai rd rél
quan trong cho kinh 1& cua Houston.

Trung Tam Quéc Gia Hang Khong va Khong Gian
(NASA) tai Clear Lake dang thuc hién chuong
trinh rdp ndi tram khéng gian dé lap tram khong
gian hau day manh chuong trinh nghién ciu va
thim hiém khong gian, do d6 kinh t& Houston sé
tiép tuc phat trién nho chuong trinh nay trong
nhidu nam tdi.

Véi dan sé gia tang, s6 bénh nhan duong nhién
cling gia tang. digu nay da giup cho cong tac khio
cifu va chita tri bénh tat ciia nginh y khoa cung k¥
nghé diéu ché thuée (pharmaceutical) tién trién
manh. Do dé nganh y khoa va cdc dich vu lién hé
s€ tiép tuc déng gép vao nén kinh t& Houston mot

cich hiéu gua.

Vi Houston & ngay trén truc giao théng cla du dn

xa 16 NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agree-

70 - LATHU 73

Ngd sdau, ngd bav Saigon

Nguoi vul deu dedy vé con dn khiva
Bao ldn chan buoe dudng kia

D cho ndam thdang cluga lia tinh qué
R&i trdm ndi nhé lai vé

Cho bao nhiéu ngd, dudmg (¢ bao tinh
Mdi dwcmg mot thud doi minh

Thud con di hoc hdng hinht dupnm sau
Thud con dicgng linh tuyén deu

Gid tiv dé thi long sdu ra di

Réi mai néng dep mot khi

Lai vé phd thi udng Iy chanh duong
Saigon gi& ldm doan tridng

Thay tén doi ho nhitng dudng en mang
Nho con didng trude lang thang

Con déau thwa ving ld vang bay bay

Thdi Nguyén
06-11-98

ment} noi lien Mé tay Co va Canada, do d6 Hous-
ton duge thita hudng nhitng ich loi va tién dung
clia chutong trinh nay.

Theo ké qua cla cude tham do di ludn cia dan
Houston méi day thi ngudi Houston to ra rat lac
quan vé thanh phd Houston va doi song clia ho §
day. Pa s& tin rdng s¢ khong con c6 nhitng ngay
vang son ciia nhiing nam 1973-1980, va chic chan
ciing s& khong ¢6 phiing ngay den t6i clia nhiing
nam 1083-1988 nita. Trong s6 nhiing ngudi duge
tham do y kién, c6 75 dén 80 phén tram déng ¥
ring, Houston 14 noi ¢ nhigu co hoi dé tao dung
su nghiép, va néu chiu khé lam viéc thi s€ thanh

cong.

Tai Liéu Tham Khao:

- Houston Iniage Group

- Houston Center for Public Policy

- Greater Houston Partnership 1996-1998

- The Texas Monthly Guide Book by Joanne Harrison

- Houston Chronicle, April 13, 1998 to January 12, 1999



