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Xuén Ky Mo

NAM NGAY DU NGOAN
VUNG DAT DAY HOA:
SEATTLE—VICTORIA—VANCOUVER

Trinh Hdo Tdm
(tiép theo LT 72)

Vancouver, thé-gigi trong mét thanh-pho
Sang thit hai 5-5-97, ching t61 dem hanh-1y ra
khoi khdch-san Ramada vi hom nay sau mot ngay
tham cdc thiang canh cta Vancouver ching 61 sé
vé lai Sea-Tac. Biang qudc-1é s0 1 ching 16i di
Vancouver va dudng ket xe vi sang thif hai. Dén
China Town hdy cén sém va troi lat phat mua.
China Town Vancouver 1a khu phé Tau 16n tha
nhi cia Chau My, chi sau San Francisco ma thoi.
Miy nam nay ngudi Tau Hong-Kéng 6 at di-dan
qua Vancouver vi Toronto vi khong mudn song
duéi ché do Cong-San sau khi Trung-Cong tiép
thu Hong-Kong vao 30-6-97 nay. Vancouver trong
hai thap nién 1980 va 1990 via qua kinh-t& rat
phat-trién vi giao thuong vdi cac nude vung Pa-
cific Rim nhu Trung-Qudc, Nhit-Bin, Dai-Loan,
Dai-Han vi Vancouver cé hdi-cang khd siu tiép
nhan duoc cdc tau 1én vi fa hai-cang duy nhit &
mign Tay Canada. Canada xufit cing lda mi, go,
kim khi, hdi-sdn qua cdc nuée A-Chau déu phéi
qua hii-céng Vancouver. Vancouver la noi dat lanh
chim dau. Ngoai ngudi Tau, con ¢ nhiing sac dan
A-Chau khic di dan vé day nhu An-do, Nhat, Dai-
Han, Viét-nam. Théi-lan v nguol Sikhs tit Nga.
Ngudi Au sang diy tr 1au la Anh va Phéap. Do do
Vancouver i thanh-phé quy-tu ¢0 mot nén van-
héa thé-gidi va din Canada rit phéng-khodng trong
viée chap-nhin di dan dén dinh-cu.

Nguge dong lich-sti thi dan da d6 da c6 mit 0 day
tr 400 truée Chiia Gidng Sinh. Dai-Uy hai-quan
Hoang-gia Anh George Vapcouver da do bo lén
viing nay i nam 1792 va sau nay khi thanh-pho
thinh-1ap tén chia dng ta duge ding dé dat tén cho
thanh-pho. Ngusi da wrang ti Au-Chau t6i day
dong nhat 1a khoang 1860. Nam 1886 cong-dong
Vancouver dugc thinh-hinh véi 2500 dan song
trong 300 can nha gd. Thang 6 nam do mot tran

hoa-hoan dii-déi thiéu-ryi hiu hét s6 nha go nay,
nhung Vancouver da hoi sinh mét cach nhanh
chéng. Nhiing ngéi nha choc trdi hién nay duge
bit dau xay trong thap-nién 1960. Nam 1986
Vancouver té-chiic hoi-chg quic-té gan trung-1am
thanh-phé va cic kién-tric cho héi-chg nhu day
nha née nhon mau tring va trai cau Science World
vén con. Nam 1991 khu dat hoi-cho nay ban cho
tap-doan xay-cat Li Ka Sing ciia Hong-Kdng. Ngay
nay Vancouver 12 thanh-phd 16n thit 3 clia Canada,
sau Toronto va Montreal. Theo théng-ké Nam
1991, Vancouver c6 nifa tricu dan va | triéu 6 &
ngoai-thanh. Thanh-phé ¢6 dén 130 cong-vién va
Stanley Park Ia cong-vién 16n nhat rong 1000 acres
{400 hec-ta) gan trung-tam thanh-phd. Khi-hau lai
on-hda vi dnh hudng Am-dp cua Thdi-Binh-Duong,
mila déng khoang 40 do F va he 60 do.

Gian China Town 1 khu Gastown, mot khu pho
dau tién cha Vancouver. Ngay nay khu nay duge
bao-ton véi 161 kién-tric 1880. Tai day ¢ mot
chiéc dong ho ¢d chay bing hoi nude. Ching toi
dén dé dudi con mua, sau khi chup hinh canh tru
dong ho thi vio qudn ca-phé canh do. Co ngudi
thi di mua sim nhiing d6 ky-niém duge bay bin
sudt pha.

Dén Stanley Park dau xe canh nhiing tru go diéu-
khic nhidu mau cla dan da-do (Totem Poles). Tu
bén bé nay nhin vé khu downtown v6i nhiing toa
cao-0c do-s6 1a mot bic tranh dep. Vancouver
ciing ¢6 mdt ngon thip nhu Seattle va Toronto
nhung vi ngon thip cdt trén mét cao-Oc nén mat
di nér siing-sting mot minh. Tiép tuc cudc hanh-
trinh 13 vugt cau Lions Gate dé 1én viing Capilano.
Chu ¢é tén nhu vay 14 vi ¢ diu cau cd tuong 2 con
su-tif nam. Cau Lions Gate ciing 12 chu treo gidng
nhu Golden Gate & San Francisco vi cling mot
nhi thiét-ké nhung nho va don-gian hon. Diém k&
tiép la cau treo Capilano (Capilano Suspension



Bridge). Noi nay phai mua vé vao cta, Cau day
nay danh cho ngudi di bo, 16t vin g6 véi chidu
ngang hep chitng 4 feet. Cau nguyén-thiy dugc
bic nam 1889 vi treo bang day gai. Gan day la
Grouse Mountain vdi nhiing xe treo dua du-khach
lén dinh nii dé nhin bao qudt xudng thianh-phd.
Pay cfing 1a noi choi tuyét vao miua Dong. Sau daé
chiing to1 dén trai cd gidng salmon nam k& cin
dong sudi Capilano River. Miia mua nudc chay
Xi8t, bén bd 1 rime thong gid an hién trong suong
mé.

Tré vé downtown Vancouver, tour guide Danny
chd chiing toi dén mot hang ban nhiing dic-san
chia Vancouver. Khich duoc méi vao ghé nghe ¢d
ban hang ngudi Dai-Loan gidi thiéu nhing san-
pham nhu ¢4 salmon nuéng khéi, pa-té salmon, vi
ca, sun cd mép, dau ca la nhimg loai dinh-dudng
tri-liéu ma ngudi Tau rat thich. Gi4 kha dat, khach
muén mua thi dién phiéu dat hang va sdn-phim
s& chege gbi 161 nha sau. Trong lic ching tai ngdi
nghe gidi-thiéu cdc mar hang thi Danny xudng
pho Tau mua com hop vi khong 6 thi giv dé di
in. Chiing to1 phdi trd vé phi-truong Sea-Tac truée
6 git chigu vi ong khich Ma-Lai va hal me con
ba & San Francisco da hét chuyén di 3 ngay 2 dém
phai dap may bay vé nha. Ti Vancouver chiing
td1 vé dén phi-truong Sea-Tac lic 5 gid. Sau khi
chia tay v6i nhiing nguoi vé trude, ching toi vé
khach-san Holiday Inn Express ¢ gan phi-trusng.
Ngay cubl cling cua chuyén du-lich, chung t6i di
tham Vién-Bdo-Tang Hang-Khong & gan hing
Boeing nhung khong thuéc hing nay ma thugce
nha-nuée. Sau dé xudng phia Nam bang xa-16 5
dé dén ngon nii 1da St. Helens nam gan Portland
chia tiu bang Oregon. Cang xuéng phia Nam
phong canh khong dep bang 1én huéng Bic, co 1€
vi mua it hon. Chiing toi ghé lai Olympia thi-pht
cha bang Washington dé viéng toa nha Capital.

" Washington State Capital ciing ¢é kiéu kién-triic
nhu nhiing tod Capttal khic cua Hoa-Ky va dugc
hoian thanh nim 1928. Toa nha uy-nghi trang-1€
nim trén khu dat rong 30 acres canh mot ¢di hé.
Chiing to1 an trua tai cafeteria dudi ting ham cia
tod nha, thidc an ngon, gid lai re. Néu té1 khong
fam thi ¢é hai nghé si tai-hoa chon thanh-phé ém
dém nay dé dinh-cu dé 1a thi-si Nhat-Tuin vi
nhac-sT Ngb-Thuy-Mién.

Rt xa-16 5 ré vio dudng 504 dé di vao ngon nii

I{a St. Helens nim huéng Poéng. Con dudng nho
doc theo con song Toutle, ddy chd ¢d nhing ao
dam ggi 161 nhd con duong 1én cao nguyén nude
ta. Lic & gicr 32 phiil sang ngay 18-5-1980 sau
mdt con dia-chin ¢ap 5, ngon nai St. Helens da
bung-né-dii-ddi sau 140 nam ngu yén. Chi trong
vat phut, dit d4 trén ngon dé xudng, khoi béc cao,
dung-nham tran ra thiéu hiy ving thung-ling
Toutle, 57 ngusi mat tich va hang triéu dong vit
bi chon vt hay nhiém-doc. 17 nam tréi qua, thong
xanh dd moc (r6 lai, chim troi di cit lieng hat va
nai ritng tho-than rong choi trén canh déng xanh.
Ding & Forest Learning Visitor Center trén cao-
do 2,650 feet nhin l1én ngon St. Helens tuyét tring
khuat sau nhitlng dam may xdm tao ra mot canh
tuong am-u, huyén-bi. Lic d6 mai thdy con nguai
ching ta nho-nhoi ching ¢6 nghia 1y gl so véi
thién-nhién hliing-vi.

Tuan-trang-mét nao di nong-chay dén dau cling
phai téi hoi cham didt, cude vai nao ciing téi hic
phai két thic. Danny dua chiing t6i trd vé phi-
trudng Sea-Tac lic 6 giv chiéu. Ching 101 tang
tién “tip” cho Danny véi tidu-chuin $5 méi ngudi
mdi ngay. Dit Danny khong ranh dudng, doi ldc
bi fac phdi hdi t6i, nhung anh chang da phuc-vu
hét minh. Ciing thong cam cho Danny vi anh chang
mdi vo nghé hudng-dan-vién chua day mot thang.
Mii t6i § gid téi mdy-bay 61 méi cit cdnh nén
chiing 6i ¢6 thi-gid ngdi noi quan an trén [Au ngdm
nhin mdy bay lén xuéng. Phi-co trd vé Ontario rit
tréng chd, ching toi di-chuyén 1én gh€ trén ngdi.
Tl gid Seattle khi dnh hoang-hén chua tat ma con
luyén-tiéc, hen ¢6 ngay tré lai & lan hon. Ngon St
Helens nhu cdi phéu bi siit vanh hién ra dudi anh
niing chitu vang nhat. Sao chdi khéng nhin thay &
Cali nhung trén cao thay rat ré. Ngang vimg Cuu-
Kim-Son nhiing diy dén ldp ldnh tan chan troi.
Mot e sau thl phia trude hign ra mot vung day
anh sang dé 1a Los Angeles va phu-can, qué-huong
liu-vong cha chiing t61. May bay nghiéng trdi va
ha dan cao 6. TH1 nhan ra hal con dudng chianh
clia thanh-phé Fontana ma toi dang §, ban ngay
no6 coi 161 thoi mi toi rit ghét méi khi phéi 161 d¢
mua sim, nhung ban dém, trén cao nhin xudng
ciing ruc-rd dén mau, khéng kém nhiing noi khac.
Thanh-phd o1 cling dep nhung thiy hang ngay
ddm ra nhim chin chang? P&i la vay, hoa nha
hang x6m bao gio ciing thom hon hoa vuén nha.

Fontana, 3 June 97
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