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CON COP RUNG XUA

Con trau niam Stu ra di
vi cop di nim chd trude
{hém pim méi. Trong 12 §
con Gidp, cop la con vat
diing manh va oai hung hon [
hét nhung ciing rat hung- §
ton, dii ding va mang nhiéu
bi-in. Bi-an bdt nguon tu
o1 rimg sdu cop sinh s6ng
cho dén cach sat hai loai
ngudi mot cach le-lang va
ém-thim. Cop la con vat
nhu thé nao? Co6 that su
hung-dif, chuyén an thit
ngudi nhiu nguoi fa tudng
hay khong? Dong-déi,
than-thé xudt than t dau?
BAn-tinh va cudc song riéng
tf ra sao? D6 Ja nhitng diém, :
nhin nam cop sip veé, tim hiéu cling khong kém
phan thi-vi.
+ DONG-DOI XUAT-THAN

Cop hay hé 1a mot gidng vit to 16n, than minh
dai v6i bo 1ong mau ving dam diém nhiing soc rin
mau den hay miu xdam tit dau cho dén tin dubi.
Cop ¢6 tén khoa-hoc 14 Panthera Tigris thudc dong
ho Meo (Felidae), bao gom cac loai nhu su-tir, beo
(bdo) vd méo. Trong dong ho Meo co dén hang
chuc giong vat nhung chi ¢6 cop k& dén 14 su-tir 14
giong vat to 16n nhdt va meo nha 13 loai vt bd nho
nhit. Cop khic véi su-ti la & mau sdc bo long. Cop
¢é soc rin nhung su-tlf thi khong. Trai lai su-ti co
bom long dai trén dau va ¢6 phil xudng hai vai. Su-
t di san moi ¢6 dbi nhung cop thi sdn don-doc mot
mink. Hai giong vat nay rit giong nhau, cho nén
véi mot b xuong kho, céc nha van-vat phan-biét
bing xuong séng mii V1 Xuong mii cta cop nhd
cao hon. Cop 12 gidng vat thuin-tdy A-Dong. Chi
c6 A-Chau 13 luc-dia duy-nhdt ma cop sinh-séng.
Ngubi ta khong thé tim thdy cop hoang & céc lue-
dia khdc. Trong rung gia Phi-Chiu ¢6 rat nhiéu
loai thi dif nhu su-1r va beo, nhung van khong
thdy bong dang cop.

« TRINH HAO TAM

C'op xudt phat tit mién Bic Trung-Hoa vio thoi
{ien-sit cich nay khodng 2 triéu ndm trudc loai
ngudi rit lau va cing thdi gian voi nhiéu loai thu
ben chin khic. Cop sinh s6i va lan dan xudng
ving Déng-Nam—A, ké ci Viét-Nam ching ta, cho
t6i cic dio nhu Sumatra, Java, Bali. Cang xudng
phia nam, giéng cop cang nhé di. Cop phat trién vé
huéng Bic dén tin Mong-Cé va mién bong cha
Tay-Bd-Lgi-A (Siberia). V& huéng Tay, cop sinb-
s6ng dong dio nhit & An-Do cho t6i tin fran va
Tho-Nhi-K¥.

Cang vé phia Bic, gidng cop cang 16n va long
dai hon dé chéng choi vi khi-hau lanh-1€o. Cop
Siberia v cop Royal Bengal & An-Do 1a hai giong
cop néi tiéng to 16n ma ching ta thuong thiy dugc
nudi trong cic sd-thd. Cop duc Bengal cAn nang
dén 500 pounds (230 kg) va thin dai dén 10 feet
(3 mét) néu ké ludn cdi dudi 3 fét (1 méd). Vi dan
s§ gia-tdng, cdc khu ritng nguyén-sinh (con
‘nguyén-si’ chua bi loai ngudi dim nat) ngay cang
thu hep, nén ngay nay cop trén da nguy-co tuyét
chiing. Vi vay cop dugc x&p vao loai thi higm-quy
cin phai duge bio-vé. Ngay nay mot vai viing con
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cop sinh séng dong dio la ﬁ;n—DQ, Nepal va Ma-lai
véi 10ng-s6 cop hoang udc-luong ti 4,500 dén
6,000 con. Trude dé vai chuc nam, vao thip-nién
1930, s6 cop sinh song khodng 100 ngin. Rung
Viét-Nam miic du bi thn pha bdi chién tranh va nan
khai-thdc ritng blia-bdi vin con mot s6 cop sinh
song lrong ving Trudng-Son cho dén nhiing ddy
nii phia Béc tiép gidp v6i Trung-Quoc. Qua tin tic
trén bao-chi, thinh-thoing cop vd voi md xudng
lang giét hai dong bao. Hinh-ddng va cdch sinh-
hoat

V& hinh déng va than thé, cop cé cai dau hoi
nhé so vdéi thin minh kha dai véi bon chian thap va
rén chic., Cudi cing Ia cdi dudi dai khoang mot
phin ba than minh. Cop c6 mot bo long luyet dep,
day va min mau vang xim hay da cam, diém trén
d6 1a nhitng ldn soc ran den hay nau xdm. Mot s6
méo nha ciing ¢6 loai soc twong tu. Phia dudi bung
cop ¢6 miu vang nhac hay trang. Cop cling ¢6 loai
{ong trang véi soc rin den nhu biy cop cita Casino
The Mirage & Las Vegas nhung loai nay rit hiém.
Da-si bach-hé ngdy nay déu do ngudi nudi va giy
giong. Tuengit ¢é chu: “‘Cop chél dé da, ngudi chét
dé tigng,” nhim néi 1én cai dep quy-phdi cia b
léng cop. Cop ¢6 hai tai déng thing va nhon Hic
nio cing huéng vé phia trude. Doi tai cop khong
thé xoay chiéu nhu lodi ché, nén moi khi cin nghe
ngéng tinh hinh, cop phai xoay ludn ca cdi dau.
Pong tdc nly g,lup cop vita nghe vira nhin ctng
mat lic. Cop ¢d 18 tai rit thinh, c¢6 thé nghe duge
nhitng am thanh mé lodi ngudi khong nghe dugc.
Gidng nhu lodi ngudi, phan trong 16 tai cop cé6 mot
ranh hinh bin nguyét chia thiy-dich, co-quan nay
gitip cho cop gilf duge thang bing. Clng nhi meo,
khi bi roi tir trén cao xudng, cop ludn ding vimg
bing bon chin khi cham ddt. Ngudi ta nghi rang
nhd dudi, cop gilt duge thing bing khi roi nhung
that ra 12 nhés 16 tai. Mt cop tuy nhd nhung rat sing
va hudng thing vé phia trude nhu mat loal ngud,
trong, khi nhiing dong vat bén chan khic nhu voi,
ngua, dé, triu bd doi mat cich xa ra vd & vé mot
bén cua diun nén mdi mit chi nhin dugc mdt phia
mit thoi. Khi cé nhiéu dnh sdng, con nguoi trong
mit cop s& thu hep lai thanh nlot dudmg thang
dving, nhung trong bong toi nd st né tron ra dé thu
nhan thém anh sing. Vi vay trong dém 161, mat cop
nhin thiy 16 moi vit nhit 1a phing vat dang di
dong. Tuy nhién, véi béng dém hoan toan day dic
khong chidt trdang sac, cop cing chang nhin thay
duge git Mat cop hon mdt lodi ngudi trong béng toi
nhung ngoali 4nh sing no vAn khong trong rd bang

mdt loal ngudi va chi nhin thay moi vat vdi mét
mau den tring, nhung mit no vin sang hon cic
dong vat khic chi thua chim ¢ va loai khi vuon ma
thoi. Trong dém 16i néu ta soi dén dung nham mit
cop thi hai con nguai clia n6 s€ phin chi€u nhu hai
ngon dén. Chép mbi cha cop 14 mot miéng da
thudng thi den nhung ¢ khi dé hodc hong, lic nao
ciing mat va uon uét. Cop rit thinh hoi, nod co6 thé
hudi duge mui ciia ngudsi hay nhiing dong vat khéac
& xa hiang chuc thudc. Hai bén mép thude moi trén,
méi bén cop ¢6 4 hang rau tring dnh, dai va thang.
Nhiing soi rau nay cé chdc-nang xdc-gidc, khi cop
co vio mdt vit, cop s€ biét duoc vat d6 cing hay
mém, ndng hay lanh. Mleng cop kha rong, cé thé
ha to d&n 10 inches dé ngoam ldy nhimg con moi
xdu s6. Bo rang ctia cop 1a vii-khi lgi hat hon la
diing dé nhai thiic an. Cop ¢6 30 cdi rang, trong do
4 ring nanh vita manh, vita dii (2 inches), viia
cong, vila nhon nhu nhitng i dao gam dé dam
vio ¢b va gigt chét con moi. Nhitng rang cita thi
nhd, khong ¢6 nhiém-vu cit thiic-dn ma chi ding
dé bit chay ran, 1am sach 16ng cop ma thoi. Trai lai
céc rang ham bén trong thi dung dé cit thic-an,
thay vi dé nghién nhu nhiing thi vat khdc. Doi véi
cop, cop chi ‘an iwoi nudt song’ ma khong can
nghién gia cho b ra. Céc dich-tyy trong bao i cop
s& lam nhiém vu dé. Ludi cop thi sin-sii nhu to
gidy nhdm vi ¢6 hing ngan muc gai nho moc trén
ludi. Cop ding ludi dé liém sach léng nén nhing
gai niy c0 cong dung nhif nhing cii rang cha mot
chiée luge. Ngoai ra ludi con duge dung dé tich
thit con méi ra khéi xong. Quai ham cha cop ngan
nhUng rdt manh, né cé thé nghién nit xuong xiu
cla nhung con mdi. Ham trén thi ¢d dinh con ham
dudi clia cop chi cit dong thang ding, lén xudng
ma thoi chd khong ¢6 dua ngang qua lai dé nhai
nghién thic an nhu nhy nhung loai thd khac. Cop
¢é thé dién-12 tam-trang cla minh qua tiéng rong
vang doi cA mét gée ring hay chi gam gu trong ch
hong nu ‘néi khong nén 18i°. Ngudi ta van khong
bhiét duge dich xdc nhiing tiéng kéu cla cop vdi
nhitng dung ¥ gi? Biéu-dwuong quyén-luc hay tiéng
kéu tinh-di, boc 16 niém phin khdi, vui tuoi hay
dau dén, vui tuoi hay dau-dén, thit vong? Su-tlf
rong nhieu hon cop.

Chan cop ngin vi manh. Khi cop rdo buode,
than minh nd vdéi nhitng bip-thit uén lugn nhu
nhitng dot séng nhip nhang gidng vi cong trong
mot diéu luan-vi. Via dep mit, via man-dai
nhing ciing khong kém oai-nghi, hing dung. Hai
chan trude clia cop mabi chan ¢6 5 ngdn va hai chan
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sau mébi chan c6 4 ngén. Moi dau ngén chian 12 mot
mong nhon, cong va cung bing chat sing. Diéu
dic-biat ma it loai thd ndo ¢6 la méng cop cb thé
dua ra hay thut vao trong ngén chin theo ¥ mudn
cfia cop. Khi leo tréo hay chup con moi mong s€
duoc dua ra. Baing khong thi méng thut vao trong
cdi vo boc da ditge bao phil bang 16ng. Vo boc ndy
chhe chd cho méng nhon khéi sit gy hay mon fta.
Lép sing bén ngodi méng lau lau cling duoc thay
bing mot 16p méi nén moéng lic ndo ciing béng
ling, ben nhon. Méng cop duge dan A-Chau deo
vio ¢é nhu mot thid blia ho-mang. Vi thin-hinh
nang né nén it khi cop leo tréo nhUng né ¢6 thé leo
dé san dudi mot con moi hay dé muu-sinh thodt-
hiém, tranh 10 Jut khi nudc ti trén nii dd xuéng.
Cop leo khong thién-nghé bing anh em ho hang
¢ha né 1a beo. Khic véi nhﬁng loai khac trong
dong ho meo, cop 161 rit gidi, nd cd thé 161 xudng
song dé bit cd nhitng khi khéng ¢ gi dé dn. Nhiing
ngay hé& oi-biic né ciing thich ngdm minh dudi sudi
dé hudng thi ‘Lén non tam mat ngon song Pao’.
Cop c6 thé s6ng & nhiu ving vdi khi hau khic
phau. T ring dam Ay ngap nudc voi tre nia, lan
say & Dong-Nam- A cho dén nhimg didy ndi trén
cao-do 10,000 feet (3,000 mét) day tuyét phu clia
ving Siberia. Cop song don-ddc mot minh trong
linh-thd rieng ma ching dinh diu bing mui nudc
tidu nhu gidéng ché thudng lim v khong mudn
mot con cop nao khic xém-pham Va0 glang -50n
cua minh. Cén tuc- ngﬂ ‘Rirng nio cop ndy’ noi
lén ban tinh dodc- quyen s&-hitn vé linh-thé mi
khong mudn ‘hoa-gidi, hoa-hop,’ ‘sOng chung
hoa-binh’ véi bt cd ai. Giang-son chia cop tuy
theo giong loai, c6 thé rong i 75 dén 1,200 dam
vudng (square m1les) tuong duong 200 dén 3,000
ciy-s6 vuong. Ché & cha cop ¢o thé dudi mot than
cdy ngd, mot hdc ndi hay hang sian. Trong gian-
son rong 16n cla cop né 6 nhidu chd & khic nhau.

« CACH THUC SAN MOI

Cop 12 loai thd dn thit song. Ching thich nhiing
con moi to 16n, ‘Gim-¢d’ nhu heo rimg, trdw bod
riing, nai mén. Ving Min-Chau va Siberia ching
con dn ludn cic loai gau niu va den rat to lon.
Nhitng lic khong ¢é gi dé in, cop ciing khong Tit-
chéi ca th “tép riu’ nhu chim, cd, Ech nhii. Cop 4n
rat nhidu thit, dé giit mét siic-khde tét, mot con cop
cin (i dén 9 ki-16 thit mot ngay. Mot con nai to chi
dd cho cop an trong moét tudn. ‘An nhu hé d6i,
‘Nam thuc nhit hd, nif thue nhy miéu’ 12 nhiing ciu
néi lén su an nhidu cha cop. ‘Cop an bu-mdt’ 4m
chi viéc cung-cdp khong dit s8, khong thdm thip

vio dau nhu di xe Cadillac mi chi dé c6 mot dong
xang!

Cop thudng mon men tim moi & bén by sudi
vio nhiing dém khong tring, ndm yén trong nhing
bui cdy, chd heo rung, nai mén tim dén sudi uong
nude. Khi con mdi xuat hién & bd sudi, bang nhilng
bude chin am thim, cop ron-rén tién vé phia con
moi. Méng vuét con nam trong boc, nén budc chin
clia cop rit ém 4i. Cop tién 1én & phia sau lung dé
con mdi khong nhin thiy va hudng nguge chiéu
gié dé con mo6i khong ddnh duge hoi la. Cop c6
kha-nang nhiy rdt xa dén 30 feet (10 mét), nhung
cop ¢O tién cing gan cing tot. T6i vi-tri gan con
moi nhdt mi cop thdy khong thé tién hon duoc nifa
vi con moi s& phat hién ra cop. Cop nim sat xudng
d#t nhung dau nging cao va hai cip mat chaim-chd
theo d&i tiing cli-dong cla con mdi. Cho cho con
mdi cudi xubng vad mii-mé uéng mide, cop phong
minh t6i vdi tat ca siic ning chup l1én lung con moi.
Miéng cop ha rong, ngoam chat lay c6 con moi
bing nhitng rang nanh dai vi nhon trong ldc chan
cop biu nhiing méng nhon vao da thit con m01
Mic con moi ving-vdy, cop cdn chat va gill 6 cho
161 khi con moi kiét sdc vi mit mau va ngd quy
xudng. Cho cho con vat xdu s¢ bt dong hét con
cua qudy, ving viy thi cop mdi bat dau an. Cop
thudng chira lai cdi dau vi bén chan, lam qua cho
1ii kén-kén, didu qua. C6 nhitng con moi may mén
vi cop vb hut hay ving vay chay thoat duoc thi cgp
rugt theo. Cop chay rat nhanh cé thé dat 161 van toc
40 dam mot gidy nhung khong dai stic. Ruot khodng
100 dén 200 thude, cop thim mét v danh bo cude.
Uéc Tuong trong mudi fn di san moi, hit chin lin
13 cop thét-bai, ra vé v6i tay Khong va cdi byng ddi
dhi mot lan 1a vo duge thit. Cop doi né ciing khong
ché nhiing xdc thi-vat hay tranh &n v6i nhitng bay
s6i do-ddy.

Vi stfc manh phi-thudmg va nhiing nanh vuot
ioi hai, cop khong khit-phuc trudc bat ky mot
gidng vt nio nén duge ton Jam chia son-lam, vua
rimg thim. thmg d6i véi voi thi cop phii né mat,
trinh khong mudn cham tran. Xem phim tai-liéu
cia hoi National Geographic Society cho thay trén
dudng di-chuyén, voi gap cop, voi vin cf [am-1ii
tién dén coi nhu khong ¢6 gi. Cop phai trdnh ra
nhuong cho voi di. “Tranh voi khong Xdu mat
cop,” cdu tuc-ngi dé an-bi nhumg anh-hiing hao-
kiét thic-thési doi khi cling phai An-mit, chém d&
trudc nhitng d6i thé ndng can hon.

&



