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Xa 1§ xuyén bang s6 5, con dudng huyét mach
chay doc tit Bic xudng Nam tiéu bang California,
da duge xay dung vao nhitng niam thip nién 1950,
liic t61 chua duge sinh ra § Viét Nam, Xa 1§ nay
gdm 3 lanes chay mdi chiéu , lic dau chi dugc dy
trii théa min miic hwu thong cho dén thap nién
1970 ma thoéi. Nay thi chi ¢don 3 niam nifa 13 bude
vao thé ky 21, sd lugng xe cd chay trén xa 10 &
ving Los Angeles da gia tang khing khiép ciing
véi midlc gia tang dan s6. Chi cach Los Angeles 30
miles ( 48 km) vé phia Nam, quin Cam véi Little
Saigon ciing di gia ting dan s6 that maun le. Dong
dan nhét 13 thanh phd Santa Ana nim doc hai bén
xa 1o 5, miic do phat trién di dat viéc md rong xa
19 thanh mot van dé cdp bach.

Cong trinh nay da gip rit nhiéu trd ngai va khé
khan, Lam th& nio dé vira xay cit md rong xa 19,
vita duy tri xe ¢§ huu thong nhy binh thudng trong
mdt khu viue chat hep va dong dan? Trudng hop
nay ciing {wong ty nhu 1Am mot cudc gidi phiu toan
dién vé tim mach cho bénh nhin dang chay dua
viét da (marathon) trong Th€ Van Hoi. Cong trinh
nay lai bi dat vao trong tim cfia du ludn quin
chiing mét cdch bat dic di. Ly do 13 t& bio 16n nhit
quan Cam, t& Orange County Register, v4i s8 phat
hanh hang triéu s6 mbi ngly, c¢b tda soan nim bén
canh xa 18 5 nay. M&i khi tim thdy bat cd mot 16i
Iam nhé nhat nao trong céng tic mG rdng xa 1§ td
b4o nay cho dang ngay lén trang dau ca bai viét lan
hinh anh dé thong bio cho hang tri¢u dan quin
Cam. Do d6, bit cif ai 1am & cong trudng méG rong
5 déu hay bi nhidc diu, budn buc, vé nhi thudng
hay quau co. Tdi nghiép cho nhiing ba xa & nha,
lau 14u thdy dic lang quéan tr cong trudng g ve,
buc bdi vi nhilng chuyén gi khong biét, dam ra git
géng minh mot cAch oan udéng ma ching hiéu vi
$20.

Tuy goi 12 m& rong, nhung that ra day 1a mot
cOng trinh x&y dung hoan toan mdi, bao gdm nhitu
kién tric trong khong gian ba chién chii khong
phdi chi md rong mot chitu ngang ma thdi. Cong
trinh nay con 4p dung moét s6 k§ thudt mGi nhu
deep footing, column dowel cage, step down piles,
pin connection, ..., d¢ chéng dong dit. Vi vay, né
cang thém phin khé khin va phiic tap.

To1 ¢6 s6 khong duoc dé boc ditu nén thudmg
giap nhigu khé khan tedic wrd. HE cdi gi kh6 nudt,
thién ha ai cling ché hoac né tranh 1a y nhu ring t6i
dugc han hanh 13nh 4n tién phong, di mé dudng,
khai son phd thach. Ciing nhu nhitng Hn trude, lan
nay t0i sdn sang nhdn cong tdc tai cong trudmg.

Mot niém an @i 1a nhan vién 1am & cong trudng nay,
dugc coi 14 trong tim ciia Khu 12, California
Department of Transportation, hay Caltrans, dugc
wu tién trong viéc si dung trang thiét bi. Ching t6i
duge cip nhilng cong xa rit mdi, dai 92 hodc méi
hon, v6i nhimg mdy méc, dyng cy, radio cam tay,
pager, ...., loai m&i nhit.

Cong tdc cuc nhoc nhat 13 kiém tra déng va
chian xa 16 v& dém, cho c¢ong nhin nha thiu duge
lam viéc an toan. Lam cong viéc ndy. nhan vién
Caltrans luon ludon bi nhifng tay tai x€ xe van tdi
hang ning bat man, chiti rha om xdm, vi ho phii
mit thi gidy chay vong (detour) qua nhiing 19 trinh
khéc, dai hon, nhiéu khi chat hep va kinic khuyu
khé di, Kinh nghiém cho thdy 14 khi déng xa 19,
nén c6 thém mot xe cha Canh Sat Kiém sodt Xa Lo
(California Highway Patrol hay CHP) di kém. Nhu
thé, ching c¢6 “6ng ndi” nio dim chlti bdi nhan
vién Caltrans, 1¥ do dé hiéu 1 tai x€ xe van tai méi
khi thay xe ¢ctia CHP thi ngoan ngodn nhu cifu non,
chi mong né tranh cho le, néu bi ¢6i hd thi diing 12
“chét clia tii” theo cdch phat biéu ciia AH Nguyén
Hii Bing.

Cit méi in déng hay mdé xa 16 S tai giao diém
vGi cac xa 16 22 va 57, thudng duge goi tit 14 5/22/
57, mdi dém toi phai chay xe khoang 200 miles
(320 km). T6i vira 141 xe vira lién lac bing radio
cam tay véi trung tam kiém sodt luu thong. Noi nay
dua dit kién vio may dién todn va thong bao cic
trung tam kiém soat khic trong tiéu bang. Péng va
md xa 16 déu phai qua thi tuc ndy. Lam viéc ca
dém vao mua dong, ching toi ai cing “th” sin
mot binh ci-phé den thit dam pha sin & nha, dé
chong cdi lanh cdt da va dé b6t budn ngi. Thic
sudt dém nhu vay, dén sing hom sau thi ching téi
déu nhu cdi men rich, ngudi nggm bo phd. Ai niy
chi ao udc duge vé nha dé ngl bit mot gife, quén
di hét tat cd moi viéc trén thé gian nay.

Mot tai nan xdy ra cho toi khi di kiém sodt nha
thau v& son vach dudng (striping) trong mét dém
hé 1995. Hom dé trdi t6i den nhir dém 30, dén
dudng thi 16 md, cong truomg thi vat lidu dé bira
bdi, ngdn ngang. Hon nifa, bui do may cao chi son
thdi tung bay mll mit, 1am cho 16i khé nhin dugc
canh chung quanh. Tuy ¢6 dén roi cim tay, nhung
4nh sdng qud yéu 6t, khong dit dé t6i ¢ thé phan
biét duge cac vat gan ngay canh t6i. Dang di trén
mat dudng toi bdéng budc hut xuéng ranh thodt
nudc (gutter), chi ¢in mot chit chénh léch khoing
nita inch (1.2 cm) d3 lam mét ¢4 chin cui t6i bi
bong gan. Toi dau thau xuong, mit nd dom dém
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nht dém nhiéu ngdi sao trén troi. Lic d6, néu ¢
kéu trdi ciing ching ai nghe, vi vay, toi lang 1€ 1&
do6i chan vé chd dau xe. Toi phdi mit cd thang trdi
md@i binh phuc duoc va tit d6 t&i hiéu tai sao
Caltrans dit vin dé an toan lén hang dau.

Vi chi phi 579 trigu M§-kim chi riéng cho mét
doan 4.5 miles (7.2 km), xa 10 5 md& rong & Santa
Ana tir 6 lanes trd thinh 12 lanes, trong d6 ¢6 2 car-
pool transit way danh riéng cho xe chd nhién
ngudi, duge cdch ngan bdi nhitng thanh chin
(barrier) cao 3 foot (gan 1m). Cong trinh nay ciing
x4y m&i hoan toan hai giao di€m xa 16 5/55 va 5/
22/57, cing vdi 7 dai kién utc cau dudng mdi
bing qua xa 1§. Ngoai ra, con c¢6 2 drop-ramp chay
thdng ra céc dudng Main va Grand, ndi tryc tiép
vGi cdc car-pool lane ma khong phai chay qua
nhiing lane thong thudng khic (xem hinh dinh
kém).

Khong nhilng 14 cdng trinh trong tam, né cdn
12 cong trinh gai géc, khé khan nhét trong ké
hoach m& rong xa 19 5 tai quan Cam. Chi phi téng
cong clia k& hoach 1én dén 1.2 ty M¢-kim, duge cit
tri trong quan Cam b#u chdp thuan viée déng gdp
aqua mot sic thu€ phy thu 0.5 xu/gallon xang
nam 1990. V&i chi phi 16n 1ao nhy vay, céng trinh
mdé rong xa 10 S tai quan Cam duge coi nhu mot
trong nhiing chuong trinh kidu 10 vi dai nhat cla
Hoa Ky, chudn bi cho con dudmg xuyén bang niy
budc vao thé ky 21.

Cong trinh duge khinh thanh ngay 15 thang 4,
nam 1996. DS ciing 14 ngay han chdt mi nguoi dan
¢6 1ot tic tzi Hoa K¥ phai khai thu€ cho nam 1995.
Toi ¢on nhd rd ngay hom d6, nhidu ngusi ra dudng
v&i mat may méo xeo vi phdi ndp thém tién thué
cho chinh phil lién bang hay tiéu bang, nhung
ciing ¢6 nhiéu ngudi 14i xe that thodi mdi trén khic
xa 16 5 d6i mdi nay. Khong con bi ket xe nhu mdi
ngiy, ho cim thiy rit thda man vi ¢é thé ho tif nhi
rang lai x¢ hom nay sao “dd” qui. Ho dau c6 ngd
ring ngdy hom nay ciing 14 ngay cdc vi dan ¢ cua
quin Cam trong dgi tif 1au. Cac vi ndy cling tif nhin
ring da hoan 14t bdn phan d&i vdi clf tri trong
nhiém ky ndy, vi “tién déng thué clia cdc ban di
duge st dung hitu hiéu”, chic chin cic ban s&
“t1€p tuc bo phiéu tin nhiém ching t6i trong nhiém
ky t61”.

*

THO CUA LANG NHAN

(phéng dich tit bai “IF” cha Rudyard Kipling)

Vi con da trdam [dn thi thing
MGt keo thua tay trdng vé khéng,
Ma long lai biét nhi Iong
Co d8 gdy lai, odn kbong mjt li...
VI duimg tinh, xa noi rb dai
Biét nén cuong ma lai nén nha.
Chdng ua con ciing chdng thil,
Bén long trank 23, mién lo viéc minb...
VI c6 ke long mank ¢ dc,
Dem livi con xuyén tac ra ngoai;
Xd chi nhitng miéng dong d,
Riéng con, con vdn mét lii thiy chung.
VI hoa minh ma kbing bé ding,
Ditng lam din, kbuyén gidn quyén mén
Anh em bén bién cho trén,
Tinh riéng ching d¥ thiét han mbt ngus;...
VI lai biét xét coi, hoe hoi
Giong hodi nghi, phd hoai ding nghe
Ubc mo ma chdng sa mé
Nght cho nén vic, ché hé vién véng...
1% iy oai ma khéng nd di,
Biét gan lién, biés bua tdi lui
Biéi ngay thdo véi moi ngudi
Mo kbéng lin mat, day ddi: ta ddy...
VI con biét vink théi lai nhuc,
Cang ching qua i cudc hi truomg.
Biét dem can ddm lam guong,
Giit lang binh thdn, x6n xang mdc ngudi....
VI theo duoe nbuwe Ii ta nhin,
Thi & vieong hiln thinh khéng tly.
Vinh quang, hanh phiic trong tay,
Lai hon dugc cd diéu niy, con vi:
La: con biét dao lam Nguos...




