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Tiéu Bang Massachusetts (goi
tat 1a Mass. hoac MA) gom trén 120
thanh phd va tinh (498 néu ké ca cic
thi tran nhd), vi mét dan s6 khoang
6 trieu ngudi. Thi pha cha Tiéu
Bang la Boston, ¢6 gin 600,000
dan, noi duge nhiéu gia dinh VN cu
ngu va budn ban. Boston ¢6 danh
() xumg 14 “chigc noi” cia nén dan
chit Hoa K¥. Pudng Dorchester Av-
enue ¢ nhidu tiém VN ban thuc
phéam, sich, video, biang nhac, ... rat
noi tiéng trong cong dong khoang
5,000 ngud VN trong toan Bang.

it thdy bi han ch& vé nudc tuéi cay,
ho boi; tham chi da khach thuong
thdy nhitu nha dé€ nudc tedi cay tu
dong, cay co rat tuoi mat. Rat it khi
céd sdm sét, “con trét” (tornado),
ho#c bio tdp nhu thuong thay xay ra
tai mién Nam va Trung-Tay. Nhung
mua Péng c6 thé cé bio tuyét; nam
1978, mot trin bio tuyét dd tuyét
xudng ca hon 4 ft. bdo chi con nhic
lai $6 nguai thiét mang én ca chue,
mot 86 xe bi ket khong chay dugc
trén xa 16, do tién doéan thoi tiét hoi
do6 chua duge bén nhay nhur bay gio.

Vai giong vé tiéu bang
Massachusetts va
nghé cong chanh

NGUYEN SI TUAT

KHIHAU

Vi ¢ phia Dong Béic nén Massa-
chusetts cé thé lanh téi 0 d6 F ve
mia Pong (lanh nhit cich nay
chiimg 50 nam 1a -20 dé F). Mua hé
¢6 thé néng t6i 90 do F, nhung chi
cin chay mdy lanh trung binh duéi
10 ngay trong mot nam théi. Mua
thuong roi trong dip Xuan va Thu,
khong nhiéu 1am nhung di dé lam
ciy ¢o6 xanh tuol, vi cung cip nude
udng. Nudc day di nén phi tén vé
nudc udng tuong doi ré mbi thing
trung binh 14 $30, néu khéng c6 ho
boi trong nha. Do d6 ca chuc nam rat

Mua Pong nam vira roi, téng so
tuyét roi dat ky luc trong ca theé ky,
nhung chang mang nao bi thiét, nhd
tuyét roi xudng lam nhitu [in, méi
Tan cao nhat ¢6 2 ft. nén khong thay
anh hudng gi lim (cdc AHCC & day
phin 16n tuéi da x& chidu nhimg sau
khi xiic tuyét “mét nghi” - 5 tin tuyét
moi [an - chua nghe thdy ai néi bi
dau limg c6 18 nhd may 3 ma luc tro
giap phén I6n!). Do dé, chua nghe
thiy ai than phién vé khi hau lanh tai
day (thuce ra so véi Canada, Massa-
chusetts hin c¢on kém xa vé lanh).
Mit khdc, dong dét cling rat hiém,
cach nay gan 200 nam tai Cape Ann

c6 dong dit chi s6 Richter 1én
khoang 7. Vi roi ¢6 dong dat nho
khoang 3.1 nhung nhimg ai & gan
Boston chang thdy gi. (Va dip nuée
Wachusett cac 2035 ft. xay trén mot
k& mit coa vo trdi dat (fault) cing
khong thay suy xuyén).

HOC VAN CHO CONEM

Cing vi thai tiét lanh trong
khoang 9 thdng, nén rit thich hop
cho sinh vién di hoc, vi phan 16n &
trong nha khi troi lanh. C6 téi trén
100,000 sinh vién ngodi tiéu bang
hodc ngoai qudc dén hoc tai trén 60
truomg dai hoc, trong dé coé nhitng
trudmg dai hoc 16n va danh tiéng sau
day (con cua cac AHCC ngu tai
Massachusetts va Connecticut déu
da hoac dang theo hoc céc trudng
nay):

— Boston College

— Boston University

— Brandeis University

— Clark University

— Harvard University

— Mass. Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT)

— Northeastern University

— Suffolk University

— Tufts University

— University of Massachusetts

— Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute

— Wellesley College

Ndi tiéng nhét 1a trudng dai hoc
Harvard duoc bdo US News &
World Report trong 6 nam lién tiép
x€p hang nhdt trén téng s6 229
trirong dai hoc cua My c6 thm voc
qudc gia. Thit hang sdp x&p theo tiéu
chudn: s6 diém SAT/ACT, ty lé thu
nhan sinh vién, ty & gido su/sinh
vién, ti€ng tam coa trudng, ... Trong
8 ra ngay 9/18/95, t& bao vita ndi da
sdp hang nhu sau:

1. Harvard (MA)

2. Princeton

3. Yale
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4, Stanford

5. MIT (MA)

6. Duke

7. Cal. Inst. of Tech.

8. Darmouth

9. Brown

10. Johns Hopkins

11. U. of Chicago

12. U. Penn

13. Comell

14. Northwestern

15. Columbia

16. Rice

17. Emory

18. Notre Dame

19. U. of Virginia

20. Washington

21. Georgetown

22. Vanderbilt

23. Carnegie Mellon

24. U. of Michigan @ Ann Har-
bor

25. Tufts (MA)

26. UC @ Berkeley

27. U. No. Carolina @ Chapel
Hill

28. UCLA

29. U. of Rochester

30. Brandeis (MA)

Nhu vay 1a ¢6 tdi 4 trudng thude
bang Massachusetts trong s6 30
truomg duge x€p hang dau coa nude
M. Bon trudng nay déu la truong tur.

Nién hoc 96-97 nay, Harvard thu
nhan 1,985 tan sinh vién trén tong s6
18,190 nap don, va trong téng s6 nap
don co t6i 2,905 valedictorians cua
cic trudng trung hoc toan quéc M.
Hién nay, ¢6 khoang 30 sinh vién
Viét Nam theo hoc tai Harvard, trén
téng s6 13,000 sinh vién, va mot s
xap xi nhu the trén téng 56 11,000
sinh vién tai MIT. Cé 6 chau cna 4
AHCC da tot nghi¢p tai MIT, trong
dé cé toi 2 AHCC c6 con trai va déu,
hoac con gai vi ré, cling t&t nghiép
tai truong nay. Hai chidu khéc cia 2
AHCC da t6t nghi¢p tai Harvard,

mot theo Classical Studies, va moét

Biochemical Sciences v&i hang Ma-
gna Cum Laude va s& hoc tai
Harvard Medical School trong nién
khéa ti (trén tdng s6 hon 5,000 sinh
vién nap don c6 159 nguoi duge
chon). D6 1a chua ké mot s6 chdu
khic hoc 16p ban téi.

D61 v6i cde truong rén toan
quoc bac Cao Hoc trg 1én (Graduate
Schools) cap bang Masters va Ph.D.,
bio US News & World Report xuit
ban mdi day trong maa Xuin 1996
da x&p hang nhu sau (chi don cir mot
s0 nganh):

— Harvard (MA) hang 1:' Y
Khoa, Chinh Tri Hoc, Ki&n Tric
Harvard hang 1 dong hang:
Todn, Vat Ly, Kinh T&, Sinh Hoc
(Biological Sc.), Su Pham

— MIT (MA) hang 1: K§ Thuat

— MIT hang 1 dong hang: Sinh
Hoc, Dién Todn, Toan, Vit Ly, Kinh
TE

Tén phi trung binh hang nam
theo hoc tai nhirng trudng tu tai
Mass. 14 khoang $29,000/nam. Theo
hoc tai cdc trugmg cong nhu U, Mass
ton khodng $13,000, néu sinh vién
crr ngu tai Mass., con néu ngoai ti€u
bang, thém khoang $6,000 nita. Theo
hoc cdp Cao Hoc tai cic truong tu
tén chig $40,000/mam (Y Khoa)
hoac $33,000 (cdc nganh khac), va
tai cdc trudng cong ton khoang
$28,000 (Y) hodc $15,000-$21,000
(cdc nganh khac). Sinh vién ¢6 thé
duoc tro gidp tai chdnh, néu hoi du
dieu kien. Thong thudng, sinh vién
hoc gidi dé duge cdp scholarship
hodc cho vay vai lai suat thap mot
phian, s6 con lai phai vay ngan hang
véi 1ai suat thi trudong.

Riéng 2 trwomg Harvard va MIT
chi xét vé “nhu ciu tai chdnh” chi
khong dua trén “khd ning hoc van”.
C6 1€, hai vién Dai Hoc nay 1Y luin
riing sinh vién hoc tai day da la giot
ca, néu xét theo tiéu chudn hoc gioi,

ai ciing duge hoc bong thé thi lay
tien dau dé trang trai chi phi? Néi
cach khdc, néu gia dinh cé loi tikc
cao {trén $100,000/ndm), thi diu con
hoc gidi ciing khong duge hoc béng,
ma chi dugc hudng rat it trg cap - va
trg cip cua cdc truong dal hoc My
thi nhu AH déu biét, c¢6 thé chi la
vay véi 1ai sudt thap. Nhung nhd xét
trén cédn ban “nhu ciu tai chianh”,
nén khi AH nao vé huu ching han,
2 truomg nay c6 thé cAp grant hodc
scholarship cho cdc chidu mot phan,
cdn lai ¢6 thé duge vay véi lai suat
thép.

PHONG CANH

Cich xa Boston chimg 100 dam
vé phia Pong c6 Cape Cod la mot
noi cé nhiu bii bién rit dep. Cape
Cod rit quen thudc véi cic AHCC
tai Quebec, Canada, thudng hay nghi
he tai d6. Ngoii ra c¢6 nhiéu cong
vién va trung tam cong cong vai gid
v6 cira rat ha dé cdc ban dem gia
dinh va ban bé t@&i hop mat. Cic Park
vi Recreation Departments ctia Mas-
sachusetts, tai cép bac Tiéu Bang,
hay thanh phd, deu hoat dong rat tich
cuc dé phuc vu du khédch. Ve mua
Thu, khi 14 bdt dau déi sidc, néu AH
vira lai xe chay trén xa 10, lai vira mg
mdy nghe Lé Thu hét nhimg bai ca
tung mua Thu thi e rang AH s&

A TLL]

“quén dudng vé

“Anh ¢é nghe maa Thu mua
gidng I do,

Anh ¢é nghe nai vang hat khiic
yéu dwong, va anh...”

(... khi nghe téi day, xin nhé huu
¥ nhin bang “Caution! Deer Cross-
ing!” tai cdc dudng nho gan Quabbin
Reserveir, va chin xin ra vao ban
dap thing vi 6 nai duge bao vé nay
tang rdt nhiéu, c¢6 khi bang ngang
qua dwdmg bét tir! Néu ban may man
thi ¢d co hdi nhin thdy nai vang
dang... hit, hay it nhat clng dang
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gam ¢6 bén [é dudng).

Mim vang ryc r& hay mau vang
chanh cua céc 14, canh cic cay c6 14
sdc tim va do, chay dai ca chuc dam
trén cdc doi ndi doc xa 19, c6 khi
duge tron 14n v6i mau trang cla
tuyét roi sém trén mat dat, 1a mot
trong nhimg canh tuyét voi ciia Mas-
sachusetis.

Néu ban nao mudn tham mot hé
thong hd chifa nuéc mua, tao ra bang
cac dé, dap, cé be mai tong cong 60
sq.mi., chita trén 500,000 MG “nudc
udng dugc” (khoang 2 ty mét khoi)
thi xin moi viéng nhitng dap
Quabbin, Wachusett va Sudbury.
Riéng Quabbin chira khoang 1.6 ty
mét khéi véi dién tich mat ho la 40
sq.mi. Nude Quabbin khéng cén loc,
chi thém mot it chét héa hoc dé khy
trung va ting chat lugng cla nudc
(Chlorine, Ammonia, Fluor, Alka-
line), di cung cip tir 50 nam nay
nudc udng cho mign Boston va phu
can. Theo tai liéu cua Metropolitan
District Commisston (MDC) la co
guan phu trach cic dap nude, dé digu
nay, thi hé nudc Quabbin 1én nhat
nhi nudec My vé dung htong chira
nude an udng khéng phai loc, va
ding hang nhi thé gidi vé su trong
sach so vdi cac ho nudc khic cung
loai! Dung lugng nay, néu ching
may d4p nudc bi sap, c6 thé lam
ngap lut sudt doc con séng Connecti-
cut chay da tir Massachusetts, qua
Connecticut, t6i tin New York, Tuy
nhién cic AH cu ngu gan song Con-
necticut tai New York va Connecti-
cut dimg lo: véi 18 piezometers va
O observation wells, dap nude dai
2,640 ft. cao 170 {t. nay dvoc MDC
thanh tra dinh k¥, va nghién citu gan
day nhat ude leong dap vén con tot!

CHINH TRI
i Pa s8 dan Massachusetts ¢é

truyén théng thién vé phe Dan Chu:
2 Thuong Nghi Si Lién Bang déu la

Dan Chil, ciing nhu da s6 Déan Biéu.
Gan day, khuynh hudéng cé phan
nghiéng vé phe Cong Hoa, nhe anh
hudng cua Thong Boc Weld hién
nay thuoc Dang Cong Hoa, va da
timg thing 2 ky dau phiéu. Théng
Dac nay nay lai mudn tranh chic
Thuong Nghi S1 ciia Kerry (ID). Néu
thing, phe Dan Chu s& bi y&u thé, vi
chi con Thuong Nghi ST Kennedy
(D) con ¢b tén tudi, vi uy tin. Mic
dau khong bao thu cue doan, nhung
duong kim Thong Ddc cia Massa-
chusetts rit hang hai trong phong
trao tu nhan héa moi nganh cla
chinh quyén: mot sé cic Khu Kiéu
Lo bi thau hep quyén han va nhap
lai, giao cho tu nhén quan 1y rat
nhigéu cong tac va dich vy, dac biét
14 cdc cong téc thuoc nganh tu bod
dudng x4, ciu cong, va dinh thu.
Ngay ca viéc kiém sodt nha thau 1a
mot viéc ai cung nghi chi ¢ cong
chirc méi cang dang duge, nay mot
0 dd giao cho tr nhan: mot hang tu
c6 van dugc giao viéc ki€m sodt
cong tic do mot tu nhin khic tring
thau dam trach.

Phong trdo tu nhan hdéa bi
Nghiép Doan K¥ Su va Khoa Hoc
Gia (MOSES) cla cong chitc Mass.
phan déi kich liét, ching minh rang
nghiép doan cong chiic dé tring thau
4 trén tdng s6 6 cong tdc tu bo 16n,
chimg 10 giao cong tac cho tu nhin
khong ré hon. Ngoai ra, MOSES
cling ching minh 12 su tw nhan hoa
nay da gay tham thing ngin quy, vi
chi ¢6 cong chic mdi thiét tha trong
viéc han ché cic “thay déi cong tac”
(change orders) la ngudn géc clia
moi tén phi vuge qud mic han udc
lugng. Thanh thir, viéc tu nhan héa
chua duge hoan toan ap dung tai day.
Mot chitng ¢4 1a trén tong $6 gan 100
k¥ su duoc tuyén hoi nam 1983-84
cho Nha Kigu Lo nay phan 1én vin
con lam tai Nha. Mot s6 khdc doi
sang cac Bo khdc nhung vin 1a cong

chiic ctia Tiéu Bang. Tuy nhién, trén
thiyc t€ tu nhian hoa khong phai 1a
hoan toan d&: néu bét cong viéc lam
cua khu vire cong thi khu vuc tu lai
tang thém mot s6 twong duong.

A A 3

VAN DE DU THAU

AH nio mudn tim hiéu déu thau
nghién ciru, thiét k€, co van, hay
cong tdc tai Massachusetts c6 thé tim
thay nhiéu chi tiét trong ludt cilia
Mass. (Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 39) va thé 1& ddun thau rai rac
trong nhitng van kién chinh thic caa
Tiéu Bang. Trén tong quat, luat 1é
cua Massachusetts ve daun thiu
khong khic mdy cua Phdp va
VNCH, va chic ciing chang khéc cic
Tiéu Bang khéc: ciing khao gid bang
dién thoai duéi mot mitc do nao dé
($10,000), goi thau (t6i thiéu 3 hang,
khéng theo thi tuc dang bido, néu
duéi $25,000), dau thiu (rong rai, cé
théng cdo trong bdo, ¢é hoi dong
chon thau, néu trén $25,000). Ho so
ddu thau cing cé Digu Kién Sdch
Chung (Part 1 - General Conditions),
bién Kién Siach Riéng (Part 2 -
Technical Specifications), Chiét
Tinh (Unit Pricing), Mau Hién Gia
(Proposat Form), Hoa D6 (cé chir ky
va ddu doéng cia P.E., L.S., AIA,
LSP ... thy trudong hop). Riéng triudng
hop nghién ciu, va thiét k&, Hoi
Pong Chon Thau (HDCT - B¢ hoic
Téng Nha nao ciing cd riéng), con
duya trén mot evaluation matrix thit
lap b&i Quan Déc Cong Trinh ddnh
gid kha nang nha thau can ci trén
Request for Proposal (RFP) va Pon
Hién Gid. Thi du RFP yéu cau Hang
Thigt K& phai cé P.E. Structural,
Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, LSP,
kinh nghiém trén 5 nam vé thiét k&
nhitng cong tdc lién he, da hoan tat
cong tac 16n trén 20 tricu, thi matrix
s& téng két cdc yéu t6 nay dé HDCT
ldy quyét dinh, ma quyét dinh nay
khong nhét thiét phai can cit trén gia
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rét bao dam 30 nam sau ciing chang
nhim nho gi ca.

Cong viéc x4y dung Freeway
105 twong d6i dé dang vi 1a mot free-
way mdi tinh nén it gap tré ngai vé
luu thong traffic nhu viéc x4y dung
I-5 widening & Santa Ana, Orange
County (day la chuyén lam dudng
1995 s& viét sau).

- (3 My chi c6 vai dai cong ty mdi
c6 kha nang d4u thau nhitg projects
freeway hang tram triéu dollars ma
thoi, Vi may moc lam thay ngudi
va k¥ thuat tan tién nén cong viéc
lam ciing dé dang va nhe ganh cho
cong nhan xay dimg freeway. o) My
cong nhan xiy dung 1am dudng dwge

tra iwong khd cao, khoang 20 dén 30 -

dollars mot gio va ¢é union bao vé
dang hoang nén ai ndy déu lamviéc
vOi tin than hoan hy, vui vé, cdl mo
va hop tac. Cong tic xay dung free-
way deéu c6 nguyén tac, dau ra do,
méi ngudi mot viéc, phin ai nay lam,
lam viéc 8 tiéng la ximg dang dong
tien bét gao, cdng viéc lam k§
hwdng, khong du bét, an chan nén
quality rat bao dam cham ngon cla
Construction Caltrans 14 lam viéc véi
chét lugng t6t, trong gidi han ngan
sach va hoan rat ding han, Cé ba yé€u
t0 d6 phai di song song mdi duge goi
12 k& hoach tét dep.

Toi da risi Caltrans & Los Ange-
les va chuyén vé lam & Caltrans, Or-
ange County vao cudl nam 1992 nén
khéng di ngay cét biang khanh thanh
xa 16 I-105 nay, nhung qua TV vi
bdo chi, 1ong 16i ciing bodi hoi va xic
dong vi minh ciing da tham dy ci
nam lam viéc ning mua dii dau dé
hoan tat cong trinh xay dung freeway
coa thé ky thit 21 nay. :

Viét xong tai Orange County
5-1996

May cai may ky Ia
(tiép theo trang 118)

da danh 14 nam lién tyc nghién cim
Phat hoc tai Tay Tang dd né1 trong
cudn “Huyén Thuat va Dao 51 Tay
Tang” do Nguyén Phong dich tai
trang 55 nhu sau: “... nhitng bi€n
chuyén dudng nhu tinh co, nhung
trén doi nay 1am gi ¢ chuyén goi 13
tinh c& duge?”

Cho nén bai Tho Tién cta dén
lang Ngoc Ha cho ching toi cach
day trén nura thé ky ma t6i di néi so
qua, lai cho thdy thém sy méu nhiém
clia s0 mang.

Thém nita, cdch day khong lau,
doc cuon “Puong May Qua Xif
Tuyét” ciing do Nguyén Phong dich
cuén sdch cia Lat Ma Anagarika
Govinda, ngudi Bolivia (Nam M)
qua Tich Lan xudt gia, nim 1947 qua
Tay Tang trd thanh mot Lat Ma danh
ti€ng, 6 ndi fai trang 17 nhu sau:
“Pé c¢6 thé hidu dién tién xay ra
trong cudc song, dot khi ching ta

phai quay trd lai di tim nguyén nhén
cta ly do da khién d&i séng cia
chiing ta trd nén nhur the.”

D¢ chinh 1a viéc toi dd lam, mot
phian qua hai bai viét di duoc quy Ai
Him doc qua, nhat 12 bai viét nay,
trong d6 cdi “nguyén nhan” ndi trén
d6i véi toi chi ndm trong hai chir “an
bai” cla mot s& mang t6t ma thoi”
Mot s& mang duge 16 tién che chd,
dwrgc tien ki€p tSt nhap vao than xdc
tir khi so sinh, ¢é thé 1a héa than ctiia
mot Cu Té trong gia dinh, duge
hwéng luat nhan qua, va theo kha
nang rdt hitu han dang ti€p tuc gieo
nhan tot cho kigp sau.

Va tdi cling udc ao ring nhimg
wu Wr clia tél trong viée “‘quay trd lai
di tim nguyén nhan...” ghi trén ducgc
tring hop v6i quy 41 hitu ndo di lam
hoic sdp 1am qua su tim hi¢u thém
vé dao Phit, dem 16t cho mét loi ich
ve tam linh vo cling cén thi€t cho céic
tudi nhit 1 k€ tir tudi x¢& chiéu cua
ching ta.

Ottawa 20 Avril 96

Vai Giong vé Tiéu Bang...
(tiép theo trang 112)

thi ctf), chinh ngach tam thoi (certi-
fied temp tuyén qua ky thi “md
rong” nhung chic vu khong ghi
trong sa do td chic chinh thic), sau
cung la chinh ngach chinb thic (per-
manent, owning the position) dau ky
thi tuyén lén ngach va dugc lya chon
sau khi phong van 3 nguti diu cao
nhit.

Ngoai ra, k¥ su chinh ngach ¢6
quyén xin chuyén tir Bo nay qua Bo
khdc ma vén gilf nguyén ngach tras
va quyen lgi, hodc 1a duoc du ky thi
len ngach (promotional exam) trong
khi cdc cong chitc khdc khong co

digu kién, v.v.... S6 céng chifc chinh
ngach so v6i s6 con lai chi chiém
khodang 30% trén tong s6 tai Massa-
chusetts.

Trén day 1a mot vai nét so [uge
gi6i thiéu Tiéu Bang Massachusetts.
Khé ma c6 thé ta hét nhitng chuyén
hay, d& clia Bang nay, nhat 1a ngudi
viét bai chua di thim duge hét moi
viing trong dia phuong. Nhung van
hy vong 12 bai niy, mic dau c6 nhigu
thi¢u sét, cing sé& dugc coi nhu mdt
161 moi cdc AHCC ghé choi mién
Dong Bac My dé thuong thidc canh
vat dep dé clia Massachusetts, hodc
g0i con em dén hoc tai day, hodc t6i
lam viéc tai noi nay.

NGUYEN ST TUAT
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