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la tuyét. Rigng d6i véi du-khich VN, dén New Or-
leans dé tim lai hinh-anh qué-huong véi chg chom-
hom, véi thon nit dang tét dnh tring ving dé di.

S6 61 lan-dan, ki€ém hoai khong ra viéc tai New
Orleans. Toi da du-dinh di Richland, Washington,
nhung may thay vao gi chét, hang E.P.G. can mot
Structural Engineer, nén di muén t6i. Lam & day
chirng 6 thang, t6i ndp don xin vo City. Toi cin mot
chd lam &n-dinh d€ ¢6 thi-gid lo nhiéu chuyén khéc
nira:

Nghién-citu: Tham-tho4t, t61 da lam viéc cho City
duge 13 nam. Department 161 cd 8 chuyén-vién Viét.
Hang ngay chiing téi gap nhau tro chuyén, trao-déi
tin-tifc cing nhimg kinh-nghiém, di-nhién toan bing
tiéng Viét; chi khi nao ¢6 mat ngudi My chiing to1
md&i ding ti€ng Anh, tiéng Viét duoc coi nhu sinh-ngiy
thit hai trong viéc digu-hanh cong-vu. Da ¢d mot thoi,
nguodi Viét chi€m 3 trong s6 4 Chief Engineer cla
Department. Ngoai cong-viéc thudng-xuyén & sd, toi
danh tron thi-gi& vio viéc nghién-citu, viét sich
chuyén de, ky-thuit lam duong 6 Louisiana rit phii-
hop v6i ki-thuat 6n-c6 dat sinh thugc dong-biing song
Cilru Long. Toi yén nghe day hoc (t61 bit dau di day
hoc tir nam dau Ti-tai I), cling nhu say-mé viét sdch.
Hbi con & qué nha, toi da viét nhieu sach nhi ky-thuat
lam dudng soi do, du-dn kha-thi ciu dudng. My quoc
vGi day-da sach vo tai-lidu, hoi-nghi chuyén-dé nhu
ACI, ASCI, ASME va phong thi-nghiém t6i-tan da
cho toi nhimg co-hoi bing vang trong viéc nghién-ciu,
giang day sau nay.

Sinh-hoat céng-dong: Vi y-thitec duge ring sy
doan-keét cia hon 2 triéu ngudi Viét hai-ngoai tao nen
mét sitc manh, t6i danh tam nhitng ngay cudi tuin vao
viéc sinh-hoat cgng-déng nhu xay-dung Hoi Cu-tri
Nguoi My g6c Viét tai Louisiana, thanh-14p Ban Dai-
dién Cong-dong, té-chic nhimg 16p luyén thi qudc-
tichTg-chiic cong-ddng dia-phuong duoc 16n manh
nhu ngay nay 1a nhd sy tiép tay cia mot s6 AHCC.

Am trd chira s6i ma ngoanh di ngoéanh lai t6i da

ngoai 60 tudi. Toi phai kéo cay thém 2 nam nita méi

du dieu-kién huu-1iém. Néu trdi cho séng, toi tiép-tuc
con dudng di vach ra V.N.Q.N. ma 6ng ban Sén-mét
cua to1 thuong goi dia 14 con dudng ba xam ba l4p.
Nhung dinh-ménh dd an bai ti khong c¢6 cach nao
lam khdc hon. Téi rat hai-long véi nhiing 16i di da qua
va 1t tin-tudng vao con dudng sé téi.

Xuan Binh Ty
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Thanh Phd
Ngoc Lan
tai Louisiana

LE THANH TRINH

Khi con nho t6i rdt ham xem hdt béng va mot lan
to1 da duoe xem phim “Mardi Gras™ do tai-ta Pat Boone
dong vai chinh. Bdi-canh 13 ngay hoi Mardi Gras tai
thanh-phé New Orleans & bén My. Thud 4y t6i ching
biet gi vé nuéc M¥, ngoai nhimg kién-thiic dia-ly so-
dang da hoc tai trudng Trung-hoc. Nhimg canh dep &
New Orleans ciing nhu sy vui nhon clia cde ddm rudc
trong ngady héi Mardi Gras xem trong phim d3d hap-dan
t6i va tol udc-ao c6 dip dén tai chd dé tham-gia ngay
héi nay.

Gén 50 nam sav, sd phan qudi-dc di dua ddy t6i dén
New Orleans, khong phai véi tu-cdch m6t khach du-lich
di xem hoi ma ma 1a mét dan ti-nan that-nghiép di ki€m
viéc lam. Du sao to1 cling tu an-li 12 da thyc-hién duge
digu mong-uée tir thud xa xua la dén thanh-phd New Or-
leans ¢ My dé tham-dy truc-ti€p ngiy hoi Mardi Gras.

Thanh-phd New Orleans, duge déng-huong diit tén
lai 12 NGOC-LAN cho dé doc, 12 mot trong nhiing thanh-
phé 6 nhigu mau sac tai My. Khi nude My méi bit dau
thanh-hinh & phia déng song Mississipi thi mot ngudi
thdm-hiém thudc quée-tich Phép 1a 6ng De La Salle da
tir vitng Ngii Pai Ho6 xuoi dong song Mississipi d& tim
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dudng ra bié€n. Ong nay tuyén-bé luu-vuc song
Mississipi, gom khoang mdgt phiin ba dién-tich nuée M§
hién nay, 13 thudc-dia clia Phdp véi cdi tén 1a LOUISI-
ANA.

Thanh-phé Louisiana duge thanh-1ap nam 1718 béi
Ong Bienville va dén nam 1722 thi trd thanh Thi-ds cia
thudc-dia Louisiana. Nam 1762, vua Louis XV cta Phap
da ting Louisiana cho ngudi Anh ho 14 vua Charles 11T
ctia Tay-Ban-Nha v do d6 Louisiana da tré-thanh thudc-
dia ctia Tay-Ban-Nha. Nhiing ngudi Phdp & Louisiana
khong dong-y chuyén nay va ho néi lén chéng lai chinh-
quyén va da dudi ong Toan-quyén Antonio De Ulloa ra
khoi thanh-phd nim 1768. Tuy viy, chi mot nim sau
quin TAy-Ban-Nha d3 dugc phdi sang chiém lai New Or-
leans.

Pén nam 1800, Phdp da bi-mat chiém lai New Or-
leans va dem ban lai cho M§ nam 1803 ¢a thudc-dia
Louisiana v6i s& tién 1 80 triéu quan Phdp. Liic 4y My
chi mudn mua thanh-phé New Orleans thdi, nhung vi
Hoang-d&€ Napoléon dang cén tién dé trang-trai cho
nhitng cudc vién-chinh nén dng da dé-nghi ban ré luon
ca thudc-dia nay. Cudc mua ban lich-sit nay, duge goi
la Louisiana Purchase, di 14 m¢t thanh-tich vi-dai cua
Tong-Thong Jefferson.

Nam 1812, Louisiana gia-nhap vao Lién-bang vi
New Orleans da trd-thanh thi-dé cia Tiéu-bang Loui-
siana cho t6i nam 1849 la nam thi-do tiéu-bang doi ve
Baton Rouge. Vao nam 1840 thi New Orleans di 1a
thanh-phé lon thit tr ciia M$ vai dan-so 102,193 ngui.
N6 da thu-hut rat nhigu di-dan dén lap-nghi¢p. Liic nay,
New Orleans da duoc coi 1a Paris cia Chau My,

Trong cuge noi chién 1861-1865, Louisiana da ditng
v& phia Nam dé chong lai phia Bic. Thing tu nam 1862,
mot ham dgi Mién Bac do Pai-td Farragut da tir Vinh
Mexico ngugc dong séng Mississipi 1én tin-cong New
Orleans vi da chiém dugc thanh-phd nay vao ngay 1
thang 5.

New Orleans con dugce goi 14 Crescent City (Thanh-
phd bén nguyét) vi khu-vyre thanh-phd ¢6 - Khu French
Quarter - nim trén mot khdc cong 180 do cua song
Mississipi. Dién-tich thanh-ph&, ma gan phan nira 1a cdc
ho va dam [4y, 1a 943 km2. Thianh-ph& nim giira séng
Mississipi & phia Nam va ho Pontchartrain & phia Bic.
Dia-hinh tai no1 ddy da lam nhic dau nhigu AHCC dang
lam viéc tai day. Dong song Mississipi chay tir Bac
xudng Nam nén khi dinh vi-tri nhitng d4t dai & ven song
thi ngudi My da phan-biét 1a khu DPong ngan (East Bank)
va khu Tay ngan (West Bank) ciia séng. Viéc nay don-
gian néu khic song chay thing... Tuy-nhién ¢ viing chau-

ATHUU CONG CHANH

thé thi song Mississipi lai di ngolin-ngogo. Téi diing
ngay vi-irf thanh-phe thi séng lai di theo mot khiic quanh
180 do va dong nudc tai d6 lai chay tir Nam lén Bic.
Viung downtown thu¢c Poéng Ngan thi lai thay nim &
phia Tay ciia séng trén hoa-do thanh-phé, con viing West
Bank, thudc quin Jefferson déi-dién vii downtown, thi
lai thdy & phia Dong. That 1a 10n-xon. Gid cdc chuyén-
vién My ding cdc danh-tir Ta ngan va Hifu ngan nhu
chiing ta vin thudng lam thi ¢6 tién khéng?

Mot diém rac-16i nita 1a dét & thinh-phé phian nhidu
nim & chd triing, mat dét thip hon muc nude bién, ¢
chd dén hon 2m. Dé tranh cho thanh-phs khéi bi ngap
nudc, nguoi My di ddp nhitng con dé doc theo song
Mississipi va hd Pontchartrain, Chigu dai chung cia hé-
théng dé nay 1a 209km. Vén-de thodt nudc & day da Jam
dau dau AH Hoing Ngoc An dang 1am viéc 0 co-quan
thodt-thuy. Theo luat ty-nhién thi nuée chay theo trong-
lyc, tir cao xudng thap, O New Orleans thi ngugce lai,
nguoi ta da bat nuée mua va cdc nude thai phai chay tir
thap lén cao. Vi vy New Orleans da c¢6 mot h¢-théng
bom nudc manh nhat thé-gidi dé thodt-thiy: 112 c4i bom
¢d 1on c6 thé bom duge 95 triéu m3 nudc trong mot
ngay. Mot s6 cau & New Orleans c¢6 mit cau thip hon
mat nuée nén ciing dat ra nhigu vin-dé ky-thuat cho cdc
chuyén-vién thiét-ké& cau & S& Kigu-16 thanh-phéo. Thay
vi lam lan can thong-thudng & hai bén mat cau thi mot
sO cau tai day lai c6é nhiing bic twomg dac dé giir cho
nudc séng khdi tran vio mit can. Vi mit nude cao hon
mat cau nén c4 phan thugng tang co-sé& cila cau, theo
dinh-luat Archimede, da phai chiu moét st ddy tir dudi
1én trén. Do d6 khi tinh cAu thi ching nhiing phai tinh
stic nén cia céc loai xe va trong-luong cla ciu tir trén
xudng dudi ma con phai tinh thém sitc ddy Archiméde
tr dudri [én trén.

O b song Mississipi ¢ khu phd cé French Quarter
con duge goi la Vieux Carré, véi nhiing cin nha ¢d, thip
va chat-chdi, tréng hoi gidng khu pho ¢6 & Ha Noi véi
nhitng phé Hang Bong, Hang Pao, Hing Bac, Hang
Budm v.v... Ngoai nhiing tiém bédn da céc loai qua ky-
niém, cic tém &n va tiém ch phé danh-tiéng, khu nay
con ¢6 dudng Bourbon c6 nhiéu rap thodt-y-vil véi
nhimg mén thodt-y 100% mé-ly vi ring-ron. Bay 1a noi
ma quy vi dan ong kha-kinh thudng vao nghi chan dé
rira mat, sau khi di chon chan moi géi 161 bo trong Vieux
Carré. Nhiéu vi di xem Ian dau d3 bi mic 16m vi nhiing
hinh qua quyén-ri cia cic vi-nit trung-bay & t kinh
trudc rap. Khi man vii gan cham-diit va vii cong da thdo
g0 tit-cd cdc manh vai trén ngudi thi khdn-gid ding 18
duoc thidy mot ba Eva nhw ho mong dot thi ho lai thdy
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mot ong Adam véi day-dl cdc bo-phan cla mot ngudi
dan ong. Thi ra day 1a mdt chi duc rya gia gdi! Nhigu
vi khan-gid da vang miii tet d& to ra buc-boi vi bi mic
18m nhung cling ¢6 nhiéu vi khic khodi-chi khen 14y
khen dé riing chi ¢ & M§ méi thiy dugc cdc canh nay.

N6i t6i Louisisna thi phai néi téi ngay hoi Mardi
Gras. Ngay hoi nay di duge coi 14 “The Greatest Free
Show on Earth” - man trinh-dién mién-phi vi-dai nhét
thé-gidi - da 16i-cudn hang triéu du-khéch di moi qudc-
tich dén New Orleans va dd-mang lai mét nguon loi
dang ké cho dia-phuong nay.

Ngay hoi Mardi Gras bdt ngudn tir thoi La-Hi
khoang 5000 nam truéc diy. Mdi nam ngudi La ma cé
mot miia héi goi Ia Lupercailis 1au khoéng 30 ngay va
két-thiic vao ngay 25 thang 3 goi la ngay héi voi nhon
(Festival of Joy) Trong ngay nay luat-phdp duoc tha-
16ng va ngudi ta ¢6 thé pham di moi thit (6t ma khong
s¢’ bi k&t dn. Nhilng bac cao sang quyén quy, nhiing
ménh-phu phu-nhan héa-trang, deo mit na r6i ra ngoai
dudng san-sang lam tinh v6i tat-cd moi ngudi. Ngudi
ta vui-dia bing cach hi€p dam phuy-nit, trom cudp, giét
ngudi v.v... trang-tron ngay gitta thanh thién bach nhat.

Ngay hot Mardi Gras ngay nay khong cé nhiing man
dit-dan nhu vay niva nhumg khong khi budng tha ve tinh-
duc thi vin khong thay-déi. Man chinh clia ngay hoi 1a
nhitng dam rudc xe hoa, trang-tri rat 16ng-1y vi nhitng
ngudi o trén xe deo mat na va mic di moi loai quan
4o, tir nhitng thy rét trang-trong cho dén mic gan nhu
la khong mic gi cd. Nhimg ngudi trén xe di co sin
nhitng mén qua dé€ thay cho nhing ngudi ding xem. Qua
la nhitng chudi hat trai gid, nhimg do choi nhd hay
nhiing dong tién gid. Khi xe hoa di qua thi cdc khan-
gia phu-nit, deo mit na dé gitt kin Iy-lich, hét lén “Ong
o1, cho em vé1”. Theo truyén-théng thi mdi khi nhan
duoc qua, ngudi nhin sé vach tran bo nguc ra dé to long
bi€t on. Mot s6 cdc ba cac chi, vi qud hing-say, nén di
phoi-bay luén ca ho-phan dudi cha co-thé ra dé cho
thién-ha chiém-ngudng todn-ven toa thién-nhién cua
minh.

Thanh-phé New Orleans c6 lon 500 ngin dian ma
trén 60% la da den. Ciing nhu nhigy thanh-phé khic &
My, New Orleans c6 mot Thi-trudng da den va ong niy

da c nhimg ngudi cling ching-toc vao cac nhiém-vu -

chi-huy. Mot trong nhiing clt-chi ding yéu cla ong 1a
d4 bd-nhiém mot ba da den 1am Chénh s6 Ki¢u-16 thanh-
pho va ba nay duong nhién trd-thanh x€p clha nhiing
AMCC d3 chon co-quan nay 13m noi dung than. Nan ky-
thi chiing-téc gifra ngudi da trang va ngudi da mau ciing
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nhu gitta nhimg ngudi da mau v6i nhau kha tram-trong
tai New Orleans. Tuy nhién hinh nhir chuyén nay chua
¢ gi ddng ngai & S& Kieu-1o thanh-phd vi theo AH Lé
Thanh Trang truée day di ¢ lam viéc 14u nam tai co-
quan nay, thi cic AHCC ciia chiing ta rat dugc ba Chanh
s0 tin-nhiém va cung chidu. Téi chua cé dip hoi anh
Trang 14 ba dd cung chigu cdc AH dén mic nao roi?

Con rit nhiéu chuyén vé New Orleans mudn néi
thém v&i cdc ban, nhdt 14 nhiing chuyén me-ly vé ngay
hoi Mardi Gras, nhung vi bai nay da kha dai roi nén xin
khat dén dip khéc. Céach hay nhat dé tim hiu New Or-
leans 1a xin moi céc ban ciing di v6i khodng hai triéu
du-khach méi nim dén tham thanh phé nay cho bist
su tinh. Pay 1a lich-trinh nhitng ngay Mardi Gras tr nay
dén nam 2000: 20 Feb. 96, 11 Feb. 97, 24 Feb. 98,
16 Feb. 99 va 7 Feb. 2000.

Cudi cling, dé cudc vui clia c4c ban tai New Orleans
dugc toan-ven, xin nhac quy ban Ia cic tay mdc tii tai
day tai-nghé ching kém gi cdc dong-nghiép cia ho tai
chg Bén-Thanh hay tai chg Pong-Xuan ¢ Viét-Nam.
Nguy-hiém hon nifa 1a nhimg ngudi méc tdi lai 12 cdc
¢6 géi xinh dep, an mic hd-hang. Ho lgi-dung d4m déng
d€ ca ngudi vao cdc than-chii clia ho va Iam cho quy vi
nay mé-man tam than, ching con biét trdi trang chi nira.
Vi vay khi di chai, xin cic ban dé gidy t& va tién nong
& nha, chi mang theo mot s6 nho tien mat ma thoi. Néu
¢6 bi 1y mit trong Iic hon me thi cling ddng dong tign
bat gao.

Rieng d6i vé6i quy nit AH ndo muén xo6ng-xdo viao
ddm dong clia ngay hdi cho biét sy tinh thi xin céc ban
di chung véi it nhat 14 bon bao vé vién to con. Céc bao
vé vién nay s€ ditng chung-quanh ban dé 1am hang rao
che-chd cho ban d6i véi nhing dung cham c6-y cia cic
ong duc rya khit finh thude di moi quéc-tich. Tuy-nhién
ban nao mudn di tim nhitng cam-gidc manh thi xin cdc
ban nai-nit gon-gan ro6i manh-mé& x6ng thing vao trin
tién. Sau khi ddm dong gidi-tan, c6 thé 4o quan ban sé&
nhau ndt, than-thé ban s& mai nhir, nhung ban di cé duge
nhiing kinh-nghiém d€ doi vé ngay héi Mardi Gras tai
thanh phdé Ngoc-Lan.




