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Chuyén
tam phao
VE
Louisiana

LE THANH TRINH

([Iho téi ngay toi dén New Or-
leans dé kiém viéc 1am thi t6i vin
chura duoc bigt gi vé Louisiana, ngoai
nhimg cénh vé ngay hoi Mardi Gras
duge thiy trén cdc man anh tai Viét
Nam trudc day.

Cic ban toi khi néi vé Louisiana
thi thudng ché nhiéu hon khen. Dai
khdi tiéu bang nay ngh&o rét mung
tol, nan vi pham t6i dc rdt cao ma lai
réit ky thi ching tdc. Theo thdng ke
thi Louisiana qua ding dau nudc M§
vé té1 ac. Ngay ca & thanh pho Baton
Rouge nhd bé ndy, ching méy ngay
ma khong xdy ra mot vu giét nguoi.

Céch day hon mot ndm, mot em
hoc sinh Nhit qua My theo chuong
trinh trao d6i hoc sinh va dd dén Ba-
ton Rouge vao dip Halloween. Em
nity héa trang rdi dén nha ban My dé
du Party. Chiang may em vao nham
nha va chi nha da chia sing vao em
va ho “FREEZE!”. Em khong hiéu
“Freeze” 12 gi ma lai nghi 1 chil nha
choi tro Halloween nén ¢t manh dan
thing ti€n. Mot phdt sing nd da két
ligu doi em va dong thdn da gay mot
chan déng trong du luan thé€ gidi.
Tiéu bang Louisiana va thanh phd
Baton Rouge ndi danh nhu con sau
Vi nay.

D t6t hay x&u thi bang Louisi-
ana ciing [ noi dang nudi dudng to61
nén toi thay phai néi 1én mot cai gi
dé gos bt tieng x&4u cho né. Tuy vay,
tride khi néi t6t cho Louisiana, xin
cdc ban cho phép toi lac d& mdt chiit
dé ké lai nhiing dién bién di dua toi
dén noi day dé 1am lai cudc ddi. Toi
ciing nhéan dip nay dé cao céi tinh ai
hitu gitta cic AHCC chiing ta, cdi tinh
tuy khong néng bong nhu cic méi
tinh trai gdi, nhung lai x4u xa va tham
thiét ching khic gi tinh yéu queé
huong.

Trong bién cd thing 4/1975, vi
khong duoge cic ban My dén dén di
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di tan nhwr he di hia nén t6i da & lai
trong nudc hoc tap cai tao nhu t61 di
ké v6i cdc ban trong LTCC 56 62. San
khi duoc tha, t6i lai vurot bién nhiéu
fan nhung vi k€ hoach vugt bién cla
téi qua dd nén ching Ian nao thanh
cong. Toi da bi bat vi vuot bién hai
Tan, Ian thit nhit & Viing Tau va lan
thit hai @ Vinh Long. K¥ ¢ Viing Tau,
vi gia dinh t6i khéo thu x&p nén toi
khong bi giam lau, nhung dén ky thit
hai & Vinh Long thi t0i bi giam kha
lau. Ching t6i da kiét qué vé kinh t€,
cic ban than thi ciing ching hon gi,
nén khong thé tinh chuyén thu xép
cho t6i dugc nita. Téi d4 bi giam mét
nam trong khdm Vinh Long rbi sau
dé di lao dong thém mot nam nita tai
nong truong Rach No & mién duyén
hai tinh Tra Vinh.

T6i da nap don xin di M§ theo ca
hai dién: dién doan tu gia dinh, do
anh t61 & Cali bao 1anh va dién ty nan,
vi t0i ¢ hoc tdp cai tao. Toi khong
biét s& duge x€p vao dién nio nén rit
lo lang vi néu di theo dién doan tu
gia dinh thi than nhan cua t6i & My
khong @i kha ndng tai chdnh d€ lo
cho 6 ngudi chiing toi. Bi€t duge viée
nay, mot s0 AHCC di nhan s& dai tho
tien mdy bay cho chung t6i néu can.
Ciing may 13 ching t6i da dugc xép
theo dién ty nan va da 1én mdy bay
ngay 8 thang 12 nam 1989.

Ching t6i tgi Cali ding mia
Giang Sinh. Noi day khi hau t6t lanh,
phong canh hitu tinh, cong dong
ngudi Viét dong dao va khu vire Little
Saigon phon thinh d4 hap dan chiing
toi rat nhiéu trong thai gian dau. Tuy
nhién sau khi s dung gan hét thoi
gian duge hudng trg cdp x3 hoi ma
vin chua ki€m duoc viéc 1am, t6i da
bat dau thdy Cali khéng con hip din
nita. Tt d3 di xin viée & rit nhign noi
nhing khong c6 két qud, ké ca & Bo
Van Tai Cali Caltrans ma 6 da tap
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sif tal Sacramento hoi nam 1959.

T6i dang s6ng nhitng ngay budn
nan tai quan Cam thi nhén dugc dién
thoai cha anh Ai Vian dang lam viéc
cho mét hang K¢ S Cd Van tai Hous-
ton, Texas. Anh cho biét [ di giGi
thiéun toi vai xEp clia anh va 6ng nay
bing ldng danh cho t6i mot bubi
phong vén.

T6i di Houston va da duge nhan
vao lim viéc cho hing Jacobs Engi-
neering Group, Inc. Cong vi¢c ddi véi
t6i that 13 khé khan lic dau vi lién
quan dén cdc du 4n tén tao hodc canh
tin nhimg nha may loc dau va bién
ché cdc san phdm dau hoa, 14 chuyén
ridt méi la do6i vé6i toi. Tinh todn lai
ding mdy tinh dién ta. Trude day &
Viét Nam, dé chufn bi cho cubc song
mdi tai My, t61 da cé theo hoc nhiing
16p vé st dung PC tai tredmg Dai Hoe
Téng Hop thanh phé HCM. Tuy nhién
vintha trudng chi ¢6 3 ¢di PC nén sinh
vién chi ding nhin 6ng thay diing mdy
chit khong dirgc mé vio may.

Puing vao ldc tot bat dau quen voi
cong viéc thi hing cho toi nghi vi Iy
do hét vige. Lan dau tién trong doi,
t6i da duoc ném miii vi cay dang cua
¢di canh di xin tién tro cdp that nghiép.
Téi da khong thé ki€m duge viee 1lam
& Houston di cac AHCC tai ddy da
tin tinh giip d5. Rat may 13 toi da
lién lac duge véi ngudit AHCC doc
nhit & Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Fa anh
C)ng Ngoc Ngoan, ra trudng khéa 67.
Anh Ngoan 13 mot chuyén vién thiét
ké& ciu cna B6 Van Tai va Phat Trién
Louisiana va do sy gii thi¢u ctia anh
ma hién nay toi da 14 cdng chiic clia
tiéu bang Louisiana.

Trong khi coOn & Viét Nam cling
nhu tY ngay ching toi téi My dén nay,
rit nhigu ban AHCC da nang dé tinh
than chiing toi cling nhu gidp do vé
vat chat. T6i rt mudn di gip riéng
timg ban, nhung viéc nay qua khéng
thue hién duge. Toi xin muon LTCC
dé gdi 1oi cdm on ti cdc ban vé nhimg

sur giiip d@ nay. Xin cdc ban nhan &
day su biét on chan thanh cia chiing
toi.

N6i téi Louisiana thi phai ndi téi
anh hudng cia ngudi Phap tai day.
Rit nhiéu dia danh mang tén Phap
nhu céc quin Beauregard, Bienville,
Lafayette, Terrebonne, v.v. ciing nihir
nhigu thanh phé c¢é nhitng dudng
mang tén France, Napoleon, Paris,
Versailles....

Sau khi tim duge chan M¥ thi cac
nuée Au Chau ¢t nhitng doan tham
hiém di tim vang va dong thdi gidnh
nhitng i@nh thé méi cho nha vua.
Ngudi Anh t6i viing Bong Bic nude
M¥ ngay nay va lap ra 13 colonies
sau tré thanh 13 bang dau tién cia
M#¥. Nguoi Tay Ban Nha tdi phia
Nam cua MY, tir Florida qua Texas
tGi California, con ngudi Phap thi dén
viing Acadia ¢ mign Dong Canada,
titc 14 viing Nova Scotia bay gi, roi
tit Acadia qua Québec xudng Ngii Ho
dé€ vao vién Trung Tay cua MF,
Nhimg ngudi Phéip & Acadia duge goi
14 Acadian va danh tir ndy ciing dugc
ding dé chi ti€ng néi cha ho.

Nhimg ngudi Phap thim hiém
mién Tay song Mississippi da thiy
mét viing dét hoang va rong 16n, or
song Mississippi t6i ddy nai Rocky.
Ho tuyén bé viing nay 12 lanh thé cia
Phép va dit tén la Louisiana.

Trong cudc xi phan cic dét dai
mdi tai chn My, cic nu6e Anh, Phap
va Ty Ban Nha thudng tranh gianh
nhau va giy nén nhiéu cudc chién
ddm mau. Cu6c chién Anh-Phdp da
lam Phdp mat nhigu phin dat thuge
Canada ngay nay, ké c4 ving Acadia,
sau nay ddi tén 12 Nova Scotia. D&
ngin ngira sy ndi loan cia ngudi
Acadian géc Phap, ngudi Anh d3 4p
dung chanh sich phén tdn ho di c4c
thudc dia khdc. Nhigu ngudi Acadian
phan ddi chinh sdch nay da di tin dén
mién Nam cia tiéu bang Louisiana
va ho 14 t6 tién cia nhitng ngudi My
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g6c Phap hién nay.

Thanh phd New Orleans, thanh
14p tit nam 1718, da bi d6i cha nhigu
[an gitta nguoi Phap va ngudi Tay Ban
Nha. Khi nude M§ méi 1ap qudc &
phia Pong séng Mississippi, My
khong c6 dudmg thuy dé thong thuong
tr do ra vinh Mexico vi viing ha leu
song Mississippi la dat cia Phép.
Tinh trang ndy khong 6n nén Téng
Théng Jefferson nam 1803 da cir mot
phii doan qua Phép dé diéu dinh mua
hai cang New Orleans. Dai d&€ Napo-
leon lic 4y, vi chi lo danh nhau nén
ngin sich thim thing nang. Vi viy
viéc ban New Orleans cho My thi dng
lai dé nghi ban ré luén ca vong Loui-
siana rong i6n, tir song Mississipi t6i
diy niii Rocky. Hai bén nga gid véi
nhau véi s6 tién 80 triéu quan Phip
cho vung dit rong 885,000 dam
vudng (2,300,000 km2).

Nhitng nguoi Acadian ¢ ving
Louistana con duge goi 1a Cajun va
néi mot thit tiéng Phdp da lac piong,
duge goi la tieng Acadian hay Cajun.
O s& lam cha t6i ¢6 mot dng My véi
céi tén rat Phap. Ong nay thich néi
tiéng Phap nhung néi rat dé. Biét toi
ciing bap be ti€éng Phép, ong thudmg
hay tim dip dé khoe tai néi ti€ng Phép
cua ong. Khi gip nhau, dng doi toi
hoi tham sifc khoe éng trude rot vui
vé tra 10i: “Je suis bon, Mr. L&, je suis
trés bon!”

Ngudi Viét & Louisiana khd dong
va phan nhiéu tap trung & viing New
Orleans. Da s6 dong bio lam nghé
danh ci va 1am an rdt phat dat. Sy
thanh cong cta ho di gay buc titc cho
ngu dan ban xif va sur va cham giita
nhitng nguti méi tdi véi dan dia
phuong da c6 [an gay ra chét chéc.
Mot s6 ngudi Viét séng & gan song
da chiém cir nhimg bdi dét céng &
ngoai biy dé dé trong rau. Chinh quyén
dia phuong cho tdi nay da lam ngo
chuyén nay va dong bao ta vin manh
dan tang gia san xut. Ding trén bd
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dé nhin nhiing ngudi Viét cham séc
cac luéng rau, t6i ¢b cam tudng la
minh dang ditng & bo séng Hong tai
mién Bac Viét Nam vi canh va ngudi
hoan toan giong nhau.

DE c6 chd mua ban cdc nhu yéu
phdm c¢in thiét cho cudc sdng hang
ngay, ngudi Vigt & viimg New Orleans
d3 c6 mot cai chg chvm hém chi hop
vio mdi sdng thit bay. Chg nay bin
rau tuoi, i troi, cdc loai thit séng v
ché bién, va nhigu thit 14t vat khic.
That gidng y hét khu Ngi Ba Ong Ta
& Sai Gon, chi khdc 1a khong c6 thit
ché. Thay vao dé lai ¢é nhitng ba dam
ban x, miit xanh téc vang, dilng ban
hét vit 16n chung véi cdc ba gia tran
Viét. Néu c6 quyeén thi toi sé dit cho
cho nay cdi tén & NEW
NGABAONGTA. Tén nay doc lén
nghe rit My, chéng khéc gi tén thanh
pho SARASOTA & Florida.

Cic AHCC tai Louisiana dd 1am
rang danh cho nguoi Viét rit nhiéu.
Pién hinh 14 AH Lé Thanh Trang.
Anh 14 ngudi k§ su Cong Chanh ty
nan dau tién i Louisiana. Vao lam
viée tai s& Kign Lo thanh pho New
Orleans, anh vira hoc vira lam va da
dau bing tién si, v6i ludn 4n lién he
dén viéc st dung nhimg vai bang soi
nhin tao {geotextile fabric) trong
cong tdc lam dudng x4. Tao dugc uy

tin véi cdc x€p My, anh [an luot dua -

cdc AH vao lam viéc tai day. Tuy anh
Trang khong con lam s& nay nita
nhung cdc AH hién dang giif nhimg
chitc vu chi huy quan trong, ditng dau
ca ba nganh thiét k&€ (engineering),
kién tao (construction), va tu bé
{maintenance). That khong c6 cong
s6 nao & My mi ngudi Viét lai dp
dao v& mat chuyén mén nhu ¢ De-
partment of Streets ctia New Orleans.

Tinh trang kigu 16 & Louisiana
khoéng khad quan 1am néu dem so véi
Cali hay Texas. Digu nay qua 1a diing
khi ta di trén dudng I-10 tit Texas qua
Louisiana. Vira qua khoi ciu Sabine,

ranh gi6i gifta Texas va Louisiana, thi
di thiy sy khdc biét vé chat luong kigu
16 giira hai tiéu bang nay.

Tuy vay nginh Kigu Lo Louisi-
ana ciing ¢6 nhidu wu diém, dac biét
14 vé& cdc cbng tic chu. Day la do dia
1y viing nay: toan bang Louisiana nam
& ha hru song Mississippi. Song thi
rong vi cdc ting dia chit & viing nay
thi lai thugc loai dit sét déo, khong
thich hop d€ 1am méng cho cic cong
trinh. Vi viy méi céy ciu qua séng
Mississippi 1a mot ¢cong trinh vi dai
do1 hoi rit nhigu cong phu thiét k& do
an cling nhu xay cat. Bang Louisiana
c6 tat ca 10 cay chu bac qua song
Mississippi va hién dang xay thém cay
cau thit 11 & Gramercy, trong khodng
gifta Baton Rouge va New Orleans.
Nhin cdc cay cau vi dai nay, t6i cé cai
wdc vong hdo huyeén 1a c6 thé bing 3
ciy ciu dem vé mién Nam Viét Nam
dé dat tai M§ Thuan, Can Tho va Vam
Cong.

Louisiana con ¢é cay cay dai nhéat
My, d6 1a cay cau qua ho Ponchartrain
& New Orleans, dai gan 24 dam (hon
38 km). D4y 14 mdt ciy chu doi, bén
di bén vé, mdi bén rong 2 dudng xe
chay va di duee thue hién 1am hai giai
doan. Mot bén cau hoan tdt nam 1956
san 14 thing thi cong, véi kinh phi
30,677,000 do la, phia bén kia hoan
tit ndm 1967 sau 20 thang thi cong,
vdi kinh phi 29,887,000 d6 la. Phuong
phdp tign ché-tién 4p 4 duoc triét dé
dp dung cho cau nay. Méng cau dung
nhiing cir ong bé tong ¢f 160, goi 1a
Raymond Cylinder, mbi doan diic
trude dai 20 ft (6 m), r61 duoc ndi lai
vGi nhau tai cong trirdng bang phuong
phép hau dp cho d chidu dai cay cir
trieée khi dong xudng dét. Vi cir 16n,
méi tru chi can cé 2 hay 3 i, nén cong
tac 1am tru ciu duge thue hién rit mau.
Cic nhip ciu bé tong ciing duge dic
todn bd trén b o1 dem dat én tru.
Xe ¢d ¢6 thé sit dung duge ciu ngay
sau do.
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Cong ty thi cong la Brown and
Root, Inc., mét nha thay cong chanh
16n ciia M¥ ¢6 tru s& chinh & Hous-
ton, Texas. Cong ty niay khong la gi
v6i dan Cong Chanh chiing ta vi trong
chién tranh Viét Nam, chinh phia M§
da mudn mot t6 hop céc nha than M§
dé thure hién cdc cong tdc cong chanh
tai mién Nam Viét Nam. D6 12 16 hop
RMKBRIJ, tén tit cia Raymond-
Moridson-Knudson-Brown-Root-
Jones. T3 hop nay di ding cdc cir
Raymond cylinder mang tir My qua
dé thuc hién 5 cay ciu lén & ving Sai
Gon. D6 1a cdc cau Héa An (Tinh
Bién Hoa), Binh Triéu va Binh Phuée
(Tinh Gia Binh), Bén Litc v Tan An
(tinh Tan An). V& cdc loai cif nay,
ca nam cau dad hoan thanh chi trong
vong c6 ntta nam. Theo tin dang &
World Highways s6 May/Tune 1994
thi cong ty Brown & Root da duoc
ghi vio bing danh sich nhitng nha
thau tham du nhimg cudc dau thiu
t41 thigt Qudc Lo I tai Viét Nam, dudi
su bao trg tai chdnh coa Ngan Hang
Qudc TE.

Toi qua dd lam dung su dé dai
cua ban phu trdch LTCC dé viét dai
dong vé tiéu bang Louisiana. Udc
mong ring sau khi doc bai nay, ban
doc s& tim dudc mot vai vu diém cua
tiéu bang nay vA mot ngay nao dé cdc
ban sé t¢i Louisiana dé vui nhon véi
déan chiing dia phwrong trong ngay hoi
Mardi Gras tai New Orleans hay di
tham quan nhitng di tich cta ngudi
Phép con lvu lai & viing nay. O3




