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du k¥ cua Trinh hao Tam

Lic 4 gio 15 chiéu thd ba
20-7-1993, chiéc DC-10 cha
hang United Airlines da dua toi
dén thanh phé Toronto cua
Canada sau tdng cong hon 5 gio
bay tu phi trusng Ontario 0
mien nam California, cng
thém mot gid d6i may bay o
Chicago.

Tu trén cao, lic méy bay
sip ha céanh, ving ngoai 0
Toronto, vdi nhing ngdi nha
mdi mau rugu chat ndi bat trén
nén cdy ¢d xanh tuoig nhu dang
d0 vao xuan, mac du bay gio
troi da sang ha, khac hin vdi
nhing bai c6 vang vi thiéu
nudc, nhiing cdy c0i xanh den vi
bi 6 nhi€ém boi khéi xe va ky
nghé ctia mién nam Cali ma toi
dang sOng hang ngay. May bay
nghiéng va ha thip cao do, khu
trung tam Toronto, voi nhing
nha cao tAng nim k€ can bd ho
Ontario d4 hién ra rd nét. Ngon
thap c6 tén CN Tower vua
tyong trung cho thanh pho
Toronto vita bi€u hiéu ludn cho
ca Canada ndm soi bong bén bo
ho, ma tu trén cao, mat hd phan
chiéu anh nang, nén lung linh
nhu dat bac.

Phi co ha cénh xufng phi

trudng qudc té Pearson, nim vé
phia tdy bic va cach Toronto
do nia gid xe. Quan thué
Canada rdt dé dang. Néu khong
cO gi can khai bédo thi di qua
ngo "No Claim". Di trd khi thay
thong hanh My la khoét tay di
luén. Nhung dén lugt ve, trd lai
My, thi di trd My ngdi tai phi
truong Perason va doi coi
passport (thong hanh) hoic

-chitng chi qudc tich My hay gidy

khai sinh, néu sinh d¢ tai My.
Lugt vé cung khong nén mang
trai cdy vao nitoc My. Canada,
nhdt 1a tai cac khu chg Tau, bay
bén rat nhiéu trai ciy nhiét ddi:
trai vai tuoi chi vdi gia 79
cents/pound, con cic loai khac
nhu siu riéng, ming ciu, mang
cut va nhan thi dit hon do 3%
Canada/pound. Dién ta hay
mang cac thd nay vé, nén quan
thué ¢ day thuong hay luu ¥.
Trén xa 1§, tit phi truong vé
nha, quan sat dia thé xung
quanh thi Toroto 1la mot ving
bing phang, khong thdy mot
ngon ndi nao du ¢ tan chén troi
xa. Toronto ching khong c6
dong dat nhu California da va
dang ném mui. Bau troi trong
xanh véi may trdng ting cum,
nhiét d¢ hom ay khoang 800F,

vdi nhitng lan gié nhe thit mat.

Tuy giita mua hé nhung 4nh
ning Canada ciing diu dang
khong choi chang, ddt chay da
thjt nhu mién nam Cali. Ngay
hé & day ciing dai hon, mai 9
gi¢ t6i, tré con vin con choi
trong cong vién, vi mat trdi moi
bt d4u 1in dudi chan troi.

Vi mua nhiéu vao mua heé,
nén cdy cdi xanh tuoi, trong rét
méat mat. Doc theo xa 10, thich
nhit 12 nhing con sudi quanh
co udn lugn vdi hai bén bo la
nhitng hang cdy um tum nhu
nhiing khu ring nhé. Cé ¢ day
lic nao cong xanh mudt, ma
ngudi ta cang khong cin gén hé
thdng tudi ty dong.

Hé thong xa 1o Canada hién
gi¢ thi khong bing California,
I& xa 10 danh cho xe ddu khi gip
truong  hgop  bdt  tric
(emergency) hay con trai da
chi chua dugc trang nhya, méi
khi xe dau lai, bui bay mit mu.
Nhiing bang chi din trén xa 1§
ciing khac hon 8 My va dung ca
hai thi tiéng Anh va tiéng
Phap.

Pon vi do luong cua
Canada thi dung ca hai hé
th6ng viia My Anh (standard)
via thip phan (metric), nhu
chiéu dai trén duong thi dung
cidy s0 (kilometer) nhung do
nha dat thi lai ding feet. Don vi
do dung tich nhu xdng thi ban
theo lit nhung véi trong lugng
nhu can trai cay hay thjt ca thi
lai dung pound. C6 1€ d6 1a sy
phdi hop gitta Anh va Phap, la
hai nthém ngudi khdm pha ra
viong dat Canada tu thud xa
xua. Ngon ngi cling v3y, ving
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Ontario va tht do6 Ottawa, ca
hai thanh phd cing ndm trong
tinh Ontario, thi ndi tiéng Anh,
nhung thanh phdé Quebec,
thudc tinh Quebec, thi lai noi
tieng Phap. Phu nit Hoa Ky
thudng c¢6 ding dap diy da,
diém mot chit thd kéch nhung
dan ba Canada thi thon nho
hon, mii cao, mit hoi xéch,
lodng thang nét dong phuonbg
nhu phu nit Phap.

Nha ciia ¢ day, vi phai chiju
dyng sdc ndng caa tuyét vao
mua dong, nén mai déc hon va
tuong bén ngoai dugc xay bing
gach thay vi chi t0 mot ldp
stucco san sui ki€u Mé Tay Co
nhu ¢ Cali. Cuang nhu mién
dong bic Hoa Ky, d Canada
nha nao ctng déu ¢ ting ham
(basement) x3y bing xi mang
chic chin ding lam nén mong
chiu dyng cho cd ngdi nha.
Tang ham thuodng 13 noi dé
chia d6, nhung ngudi Viét
ching ta thuong siia sang lai
thanh mét don vj gia cu, c6 day
d0 bép niic va nha tim. Nhigu
ngudi trangtri ting him thanh
mdt phong nghe nhac vdi san
nhdy bong lang, tudng dugc gin
ki€ng va trén tran 1a gian dén
du mau véi qua cau xoay, khong
khiac gi mot va trudng & nam
Cali.

Karaoke rat duoc dan ta 6
Canada ua chudng, thudng
trong cudc hop miét nhu sinh
nhit cha con nit hay thugng tho
cha ngudi gia, sau tra du t{mu
héu la téi man karaoke. Qui vi
cao ni¢n thi lén ca tan ¢§ giao
duyén "Mau nhugn bai Thugng
Hai" hay "Xuéin nay con khong

vé". Trung nién thi "Mudi nam
tinh ci" hay "Budn vuong mau
&0", Con con nit thi "Saigon dep
1dm, Saigon i, Saigon oi!". That
la m¢t mon gidi tri lanh manh,
thich h¢p cho moi lda tudi.

Gia nha ¢ Toronto thi cing
d4t ngang ngtta vdi quan Cam.
Di€m la 1a nha mdi duge ban
thudng chi ¢ hé thong sudi ma
khong ¢6 hé thdng lanh, va 1di
xe vao ga ra (driveway) chi dé
dét tréng ma khong d6 xi mang,
cé 1 cho cho thé dat dn dinh.
Nguoi mua mha sau do phai
kéu tho dén gan may lanh va d8
nhua trai dudng (asphalt) trén
16i xe vao, khong trang xi ming
duge, vi lanh sé nat. Vi vay,
trén cac bao Vi€t phat hanh tai
Toronto, thuodng noi muc quang
cdo sta chita nhi ctia, c6 thém
cac cong viéc nhu vua noéi hay
nhéan bi€n cai ting him thanh
don vi gia cu hay phong gidi tri.

Dén VN ta 0 Canada, cing
nhu California, budc daun dinh
cu thi mudn apartment & ngay
trung tam thanh phd. Nhung
sau khi doi sdng da én dinh,
cdng an viéc lam kha hon, thi
mua nha & ving ngoai 0, viia
yén tinh lai viia an ninh. Di lam
¢6 xa hon nhung da c6 xe mdi
thilo gi. D6 phai via dilam vua
phap phong, khong biét cai TV
Sony va gidn may Laser disc
Karaoke Pioneer mdi mua co
ban nao muon dd hay khong?
O Santa Ana thi mua nha &
Anaheim Hills hay Laguna
Beach, con é Toronto thi dan ta
tay ti€n vé ving Mississanga.
Cach day 20 nam, Mississanga
chua co tén trén ban do, nhung

ngay nay dia trd thanh mot
thanh phd 16n vdi gan 300,000
dan, gbm da moi sic tdc. Mot
khu thuong x4 Idn, c6 16i kién
truc Trung Hoa, vdi cft to va
mai ngoi do va cOng tam quan
phia ngodi, c6 tén la
Mississanga Chinese Center,
dugc xay cit cach day 4 nam, tai
goc doéng nam ciia hai con
dudng Dundas va Cawthra.
Trong khu phé Tau nay, ¢6 gin
phén nla ciia tiém ma nguoi
mua hang c6 thé dung tiéng
VN. Ngoai ch¢ thuc phdm Tén
Hung, trong khu nay con cd
Phé Hoa, Phd 88 vdi huong vi
phd Mui Tau Pha Lam (Chg
Ldn), cic tién fast food nhu
Dong Khanh, My Lé Hoa va
cac phong udn téc, vidéo, bang
nhac, van phong du lich, luit su,
thudc bac, cham ciy, wv...

Ngoai khu phd Tau nay, chg
va nha hang 4 dong cting nhu
cic co sO thuong mai khac cta
ngudi VN toa lac rai rac nhiéu
nai 6 Mississanga. C6 an tim
xdm 6 diy mdi thdy ring c6 rét
nhi€u moén va ngon hon céc noi
khéc, k€ ca Hong Kong va
Little Saigon. Vi v3y, mdi sang
cudi tuan, thuc khéch phai sap
hang cho doi dai dai. Nha hang
sach s€, trang tri dep mat, nil
ti€p vién mic xudng xam bling
lua, ¢6 ¢0 lai dugc trang bj bang
dién thoai khong day, chic 1a &
cdp quan ly? Nay gid trén
dudng tir phi trudng v& nha, xe
da chay qua nhiing viing ngoai
0 vdi nhitng biét thu xay kién ¢d
theo kién tric Au chau trén
nhing bai ¢6 xanh ri. Bay gio
ching ta hay di vao thanh phd
Toronto.
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Gitta hai cudc thé chién,
Toronto 12 mot thanh phd
bubn, ching c6 gi hdp din du
khach. Ngay thoi thap nién
1950, ngudi dan Toronto, méi
khi mu6n khi mudn du hi, con
phai 1ai xe qua Detroit, cach
Toronto 4 gid 14i 6 vé hudng tay
nam hay Buffalo, 40 phit xe
chay v& hudng nam, qua thac
Niagara.

Ngiy nay tinh thé da ddi
chieu. Toronto khong phaila
thlt d6 cha Canada, nhung la
mot thanh phd 16n, qui tu dén 3
triéu 2 dan va gan 2/3 1a dan tu
cdc noi khac d6 vé. Ngudi dan
da tring noi tiéng Anh, céc
cong dong
thi€u s6 gbm
¢0 dén da den.
Nhom da den
tai didy ngudn
gdc cua ho
khong phai tu
Phi chdu nhu &
hoa Ky, ma lai
dén tu dao
Jamaica, nén
hign hoa, it
hiéu déng hon.
Cong dong thu
nhi nguoi ta
nhin thdy la
cong dong
ngudi Hoa. Vi
trong tuong lai, Hoa Luc sé ti€p
thu Hong kong, nén nguoi dan
Hong Kong tit mdy nim nay c6
khuynh hudng di din sang cdc
nuéc khac, ma dong dio nhit
c6 1€ la sang Canada. Nhom
thi€u s6 k€ ti€p c6 1€ phai kéla
cong dong ngudi An Dg. Trong
cdc khu nha mdi 6 ngoai o,

ngudi ta thudng gap cac phu nit
An D0 trong qudc phuc.

Di€ém da vin héa ndi bit
hon hét khi mot budi sang toi ra
Chinatown thanh phd
Mississanga thi thdy mot gia
dinh nguoi An dang di chg Tau.
ban 6ng An O diy khong lam
bac si hay ky su nhu & Hoa Ky,
ma mot s6 dong lai di 1am tai x€
taxi hay ding ban xang. Mot lan
di 46 xang, téi vao cay xing,
dua tién trudc, thi ngudi dan ba
An D6 coi cay xang néi la tien
dé day, cit ra d6 di, bao nhiéu
thi sé tinh, toi mdi biét ring o
day khong can phai dua tién
trudéc nhu & Cali, va ba béan

xang chic biét 1a toi tt My sang.

Vit gid noi chung & Canada
dit hon California. O VN, lay
gid gao do ludng miec sinh hoat,
O diy ldy gia xang, vi gia xang
tang thi tat cd moi thit déu tang.
Xing ¢ day, trong lac toi sang
choi, duge ban 50 xu Canada
mat lit, thi mot gallon phai 1a 1

dbng 9 tien Canada, tinh ra do
la my la 148 (IUSD =
1.28CAN) trong khi ¢ Cali, néu
dd O Arco va xing unlead chi
phai tra 1.17 tién My. Chg thyc
phdm & Canada thi gidng nhu 8
Mg nhung moi thit d&u dat hon.
Stta tuci thi khong c6 thiung 1
gallon ma phdi mua tung hjp
nhé bing gidy hay bich nylon.
Khi ldy xe ddy trong chg thi
phai bé mot miéng 25 xu vao §
khéa mdi 14y xe ra dugc va khi
tra xe thi 1ay 25 xu tro lai. Co 1€
lam nhu v@y, chi chg khdi phai
ton tién thué nguoi di nhit xe 0
cac khu phd. Dong kim loai 25
xu cia My cong xai duoc O
Canada. M9t dong Canada thi
bang kim loai,
chi hai dong
tré 1én moi
dugc in bing
tien gidy, va tdt

o ca déu c6 in
I hinh nit hoang
e Anh, vi
i = Canada nim
T trong Lién
i Hiégp  Anh.
" Thanh  phé
] Toronto thi
khong x6 bb,

dong dao nhu
New York hay
Tokyo ma ém
dém, thanh
lich gidng nhu San Francisco.
N6 ciing c6 xe dién (streetcar)
chay gilla duong va hé thdng xe
dién ngdm tan ti€n, sach sé,
khong thdy cic chit vé bay
(graffiti) trén cdc toa tau. Phid
nam Toronto 1a hd Ontario, to
nhu bién, nhin khong thdy bo
bén kia, nhung nudc lai ngot va
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rét lanh. Du khich c6 thé xufng
pha, sang dio Toronto choi.
Trén déo 1a cong vien, khong
cho xe chay, ching ta c6 thé
thue xe dap, hai chiéc ghép lai
chd duge ba, b6n ngudi hoic
xudng du thuygn hay tim hoic
phoi ndng trén bai. Nhung an
thi khong nén an 0 ddo, vi cac
nha hang & diy tinh gia kha dit.

Tu dao qua pha tro ve
thanh ph6 Toronto, thi bén pha
0 cudi con dudng Yonge St.
Déy la con dubng chinh cta
Toronto chay tii nam lén bic.
Di b$ doc theo duong Yonge
St, ching ta sé di ngang qua
nhing ngan hang cao ngit
nguong, nhing khu mua sim
ndi tiéng, ¢ xua nhu The Bay
hay tién ti€n nhu Eaton Centre,
toa lac 6 ngd tu Yonge va
Queen St. Queo trai qua dudng
Queen, ching ta sé tdi cong
truong Nathan Phillips, noi day
€0 tOa thj chinh cd va to 16n nhu
Vuong Cung Thénh Dudng, do
nha ki€n tric c6 tén E.J.
Lennox hoan tit viéc xay cit
vao ndm 1899. Bén canh la toa
thi chinh mdi, dudc khanh
thanh vao nam 1965 bai kién
tric su Viljo Revell. Tai cong
trudng nay, cic hoi doan nguoi
Viét tai Toronto thudng t8 chitc
1€ thugng cd.hang nam.

Ti€p tuc di bd trén con
duong Queen St, hudng ve tay,
khach 1ang du sé nhan ra nhiing
nét dgc dao ctia con dudng nay:
nhitng xe ngoai qudc dit tign
dau doc € ditong. Hai diy phé
hai bén dutng rat c6 xua, c6 1é
co trén 100 nim, vdi nhiing
hing ca phé ma dan choi

Canada tu tip tdn déc hay
ngdm nguoi qua lai. Dém xudng
thi con duong nay khoi ché: tha
gi cing c6! Dén nga tu Queen
va Apadian Ave, thi du khach
blng gidt minh, vi tudng da lac
qua Hong Kong, vi con dutng
Spadina tit Queen 3 hudng nam
lén dén College St 6 hudng bic
la trung tdm cta phd Tau
(Chinatown). Phd Tau Toronto
la khu phé Tau I6n nhit 6 Bic
My, vi c6 hon 100,000 ngudi
Hoa sinh s6ng tai Toronto.

‘Trén dudng Spadina nay, co
nhimg si€u thi Tau bdn nam
tang lAu. Nhing thuong xa to
18n va 1ong 13y hon Phioc Loc
Tho 6 Little Saigon. Trai cay
nhiét ddi nhu vai, nhan , X0ai,
mang cut, siu riéng, ming ciu
dugc bay ban diy dudng.
Nhiing mon trang tri, nhig do
ky niém doéng phuong deu
khéng thi€u & day. C6 nhing
hon non bo véi sudi chay roc
rich va khéi suong bang bac
boc 1én ban vdi gai 2,000
Canada.

Ngudi Viét cing xAm nhap
dugc vao Chinatown Toronto.
Co6 khoang 30% cuia hiéu & day
do ngudi Viét hay Viét géc Hoa
lam chd. Ho lam da moi nghe
nhu & nhiing noi khac ¢é déng
ngudi Viét, nhu nha hang in,
quan ca phé véi nhac karaoke,
sach bao, biang nhac, video, kim
hoan, thdm my vién, van phong
du lich, luat su, bac si, nha si,
wv... O v& phia bic Toronto, Ia
khu stta chiia xe hoi thudc cac
thanh phé nhu Weston, North
York, nguoi VN con lam nghé
son sita xe hoi, véi may moc t6i

tan, ky hop dong voi c4c hing
bdo hi€ém va cic hdng ban xe
Canada.

Ngay bén canh phia tay
duong Spadina, ¢6 khu cho tén
la Kensington Market, ma dan
ta quen goi 1a ch¢g Do Thai,
giéng nhu khu Ch¢ ca Ham
Nghi & Saigon, nghia 1a ban
thyc phdm nhu rau cai, ¢4 tom,
s0 dc, ga vit, ph6 mat, gia vj cia
du moi thd nudc trén thé gidi va
nhiing tiém ban quin ao ci
thuoc nhén hi¢u danh tiéng.
Khu nay cung rdt hdp din du
khach ngoai quéc miién tim noi
la vi n6 ¢6 ¢ mau sic, ching
tdc, am thanh, mui vi hén hop
kho tim thiy ¢ nhitng noi khac.

‘Nhung & day, du khéach nén cdn

than, coi chiing bj méc tii. Tuy
nhién, néi chung, 8 Canada, an
ninh t6t hon 8 My va cac nudc
Au chau, vi i 4c rét thdp va it
thdy bong dang canh sat.

Dén Toronto ma khong di
thac Niagara thi qua 12 mot
diéu thiéu sot, vi nd chi cdch c6
hon mot gio xe chay vé hudng
tdy nam, doc theo bd hd
Ontario. Dén day, du khach sé
thidy mot ky quan, sy hing vi
cta thién nhién vdi hai thac vi
dai, cd tén la thac Mong Ngua
va thic My, vi nim bén bién
gidi My, véi chiéc cau bién gidi
nim vat ngang, d€ noi dy du
khéch c6 thé "Ngbi day soi bong
bén dong nude li. Ciu cao
nghiéng d6c trén dong song
sau". D€ rdi: "Trén ciu bién
gidi. Ldng nghe dong dai tu ti
troi!"

Trinh Hio Tam

3/1993



