Thoi xua, cac vua chua ciing dat ra céc khoa thi
cit d& kén chon nhan tai thay vua cai tri dan, goi la
céic quan lai dia phuong. Viée thi ctt ¢6 tit doi nha
Ly, kéo dai ghn 10 thé ky, va chém diit vao cudi doi
nha Nguyé&n. Khoa thi déu tién vao nam At Mio
(1075) ddi vua Ly nhén Tong va khoa thi sau cung
vao nam Ky Mii (1919) doi vua Nguyén Khai Dinh.

Viée hoc hanh va thi it thdsi xa gom c6 2 thi
quan trong b4c nhit, duoc coi nhu 2 cira ai 16n day
gian lao thit thich: d6 1a thi Huong (huong thi) va
thi H6i (hoi thi). Thi Dinh con goi la Dién thi, tic
1a thi tai sin RBng trong hong cung nha vua vanha
vua than hanh hoi bai. Thi Dinh chi € x&p loai cic
ti€n si da 48 & ki thi Hoi mé thoi.

L. VIEC HQC HANH.

Hoc sinh tit 6, 7 tudi da bat dau di hoc goi la So
Hoc. Chc sach phai hoc la Tam Tu Kinh (Kinh 3
chit), T Ty Kinh (Kinh 4 chii--chis Kinh ciing co
nghia 1 sach, cho nén thudng duge goi chung la
Kinh Séch), Ngé Ngon (Vin van 5 chi). Hoc hét
méy quyén séch nay 1a bit dau tdp lam VAN va lam
CAU DOL Lic dau tap d6i 2 chii mot, sau tap d6i
4 chid mot, voi myc dich 1a phan biét duge van bing
va van tric.
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SU HOC HANH
VA THI CU
THOI XUA

LUU VAN QUE

Ngay tir budi diu di hoc, hoc sinh d4 dugc giang
day k§ ludng va DAO pUIC, 1a phai biét 18 phép,
biét kinh trén nhuong dudi, &n 6 thuan hoa voi moi
ngudi, dé sau nay tro thanh ngudi con hiu, ngudi
t6i trung. Thanh ngit phai hoc thude nim long la
*Tién hoc1&, hiu hocvan" (Trudc tién phai hoc phép
t4c, 16 nghi, sau méi hoc van chuong chi nghia).

Chiing 12 tui trd len, phai hoc tiép bo "TU
THU" (T4 thu 13 4 cubn sbch gom Dai hoc, Trung
dung, Luan ngi, va Manh tu). Sau dé hoc tiép bd
"Ngi Kinh" (Nga kinh 13 5 b0 sach gom Kinh thi,
Kinh thu, Kinh dich, Kinh 1& va Kinh Xuan Thu).
Lic nay d4 bat diu tap lam ciu d6i 7 chi goi 12 cau
d6i tho va cau d6i 8 chit hoac hon 8 chit goi la ciu
d4i phi.

Trong pban can ban, ciing phai hoc thém vé kién
thite: St ky thi hoc Bic Su la s Trung qudc. Phai
hoc sut tir doi Ban C8, qua nha Ha, nha Thuong,
nha Chu, nha Tan, nha Tien Han (trudc Tay lich ky
nguyén) va tit nha Hau Han tr6 vé sau goi la Luc
tri¢u can dai gom nha Han, nha Duong, nha Tong,
nha Nguyén, nha Minh va nha Thanh (sau Tay lich
ky nguyén). Lai phai hoc "CHU TU" (c4c danh nhén
tu tuong Trung hoa) va "CUU LUU" (Ciu Luu 1a
chin dong phéi tu tudng cd dai Trung hoa gom: Nho
gia, Dao gia, Am duong gia, Phip gia, Danh gia
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v.v...}. V@ phan lich sit Vi¢t Nam ciing phai hoc tu
doi Hong Bang trd vé sau, qua nha Thyc, nha Ngo,
nha Pinh, nha L&, nha Ly, nha Tréin cho téi nha
Nguyén.

Trung binh phéi 10 nim hoac hon nita méi hoc
xong chuong trinh ndy va lac d6 mdi du kha ning
qua céc ky thi sat hach d€ duge du ky thi Huong.
Thoi gian 10 nim ddi mai kinh s ndy goi la THAP
NIEN DANG HOA (mudi nim dén sach).

11 THE LE THI HUONG

Thoi nha Ly, thé 1€ thi ci chua vao nén nép. Lic
d4u, khodng cich giita 2 ky thi 1a 12 nam, sau dinh
lai 12 7 nim. Pé&n doi nha Le, tir 1435 trd veé sau, sifa
lai 1a 6 nam 1 ky. Nhung dén nim 1466, doi vua L&
Thai Tong stta d6i 1ai 12 3 ndm 1 kj. Thé 1€ nay, duge
thi hanh sudt doi Hau Le, cho t6i cudi doi nha
Nguyén.

Tir d6i vua Tran Thuin Tdng, thi qui dinh ré rét
1a: Mia thu nam trude thi Huong thi mua xun nam
sau thi Hoi va 1ay c4c nim Ty, Ngo, Méo, Dau dé thi
Huong va cdc ndm Thin, Tudt, Stu, Mui dé thi Hoi.

IIL. TRUONG OC VA TRUONG THI

Hoc sinh hoc So hoc 1a hoc tai TRUONG
LANG. Cac trudng lang déu 13 TRUONG TU
THUC ma thiy gito duoc ménh danh 1a thay Po.
Thay D0 do dén lang thinh nguyén gom céc vi, hodc
da hong ky thi Huong, hodc di c4o quan vé lang,
hoic nhiing vi da thi d6 ma khong chiu ra lam quan.
Nha nudc chi md cic truong Huyén, truong Pha, va
trudng Tinh. Vi quan coi viéc gido dyc mét huyén
g0i 1a Hudn Pao, 6 Phu goi la Gido Thy, va & Tinh
goi1a Béc Hoc. O kinh d6 ¢6 trusng Quée Tu Gism,
danh cho con em hoang tdc va con chéu cac quan
theo hoc.

Vi khoang thoi gian méy nim mai t6 chac 1 ky
thi nén gan d€n ngay thi mdi lam trudng. Nhitng nam
dau, moi t8 chiic ky thi, sG thi sinh con it 6i, viée thi
duoc t6 chic ngay trudng Qudc ta Giam. Vé sau, s6
thi sinh nhiéu nén mdi [An thila 1 [in lam trudng.
Truong thi duge cdt trén mot khoang dét rong réi,
biing phing; trudng 1am bing tre, lop méi tranh, rao
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diu mia. Bén trong hang rao, chia lam 3 khu vyc:
khu NOI LIEM danh cho KHAO QUAN (cc quan
chdm thi); khu NGOAI LIEM 1a noi &n 6 cta céc
quan GIAM THI (c4c quan coi thi) va khu vyc thi
3 danh cho c4c thi sinh cing leu chong ngdi lam vin
bai.

Trudng thi lai chia thanh 8 6 vudng, ¢ dudng
chay doc va chay ngang & chinh gifta d€ chia thanh
8 khu d2u nhau goi 12 PUONG THAP DAO
(dudng hinh chit thip). Trung tam dudng thap dao
¢6 dung 1 ngdi nha goi la NHA THAP DAO va 3
chdi canh xung quanh dé cic quan Gidm thi kiém
so4t c4c thisinh 1am bai. Bén ngodi, cé hang rao bing
nita vay kin ca 4 mt, lai c6 linh cOi ngya qua lai canh
gic rdt cin mat.

Thoi nha Le, ca nudc cd 9 truong thi 1a céc
trudng: Hai Duong, Son Nam, Tam Giang, Kinh
Bic, An Bang, Tuyén Quang, Thanh H6a, Ngh¢ An,
va Thuan Héa. Sang thdi nha Nguyén, con lai 7
truong 1a Nghé An, Thanh Hoa (gom ca Ninh Binh),
Kinh Béic (gdm ca Bic Ninh, Bic Giang), Théi
Nguyén (gbm ca Cao Bing, Lang Son), Hai Duong
(gdm ca Quéng Yén), Son Tay (gdm ca Hung Héa)
va Hoai Duc. DPén cudi doi Gia Long, lai mo thém
2 trudng nia 1a Quang Pdc (gom Thira Thién,
Quang Binh, Quéng Tri, Quang Nam, Quéang Ngéi,
Binh Dinh, Phd Yén, Khinh Hoa, va Gia Dinh) va
trudng Ha Néi (cing gbm ca céc ving l4n cin). Dén
doi Minh Mang lai d6i 2 trudng thi mién Béc nhu
sau: trudng thi Ha Noi gdm 10 tinh 1a Ha Néi, Son
Tay, Béc Ninh, Cao Bing, Lang Son, Thai Nguyén,
Tuyén Quang, Hung Héa, Ninh Binh va Thanh
Hoa; truong thi Nam Dinh gdm 5 tinh 1a Nam Dinh,
Hung Yén, Hai Duong, Théi Binh va Quéang Yén.
Thé 12 nay, dugc 4p dung cho dén gin cudi doi vua
Khai Dinh, va cing l4 nhiing k¥ thisau ciing cua Nho
hoc nudc ta.

Iv. NHUNG KHO KHAN
TRUGC KHI PUQC VAO TRUONG THI

Danh sach céc thi sinh duoc du ky thi Huong
phai duoc dia phuong ching thuc Iy lich va gui dén
bd L& trudc ky thi 1 thang. Nhu vy, nhitng nguoi Iy
lich xdu, hodc 1éu 18ng déng dai khong duoc du thi.
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Thoi nha Lé, nhilng ngudi cdn trong quéan ngi, gia
dinh phudng cheo, phudng hat ciing khong ducc du
thi. D&n thoi nha Nguyén, con qui dinh thém la
nhing thi sinh dang chiu dai tang nhu tang b3 me,
tang Ong ndi, d8u khong dugc du thi.

Hang ndm, chc trudng tinh phai t6 chic cic ky
thi s4t hach d& chon nhing thi sinh gidi gui di thi
Huong. Ky thi sat hach nay goila "khao khéa". Khao
khéa gom 3 k¥ thi. Ai dugc chdm dau ca 3 ky duge
goi 13 KHOA SINH.
Kho6a sinh duge mién
phu phen tap dich (di
lam khong cOng) mot
nim dé€ lo hgc hanh
chufin bj di thi. Cach ky
thi Huong khoang 4
thang, céc khoa sinh
phai dy ky thi sat hach
Tan tha 2. Ky sét hach
nay, thé 1& va bai vo
ciing gan gidng nhu 1ky
thi Huong vay.

V. THI HUONG
VA CAC TEN GOI

Thi Huong 12 ky thi
md cho 1 ving hodic 1
lien tinh. Ai d6 ky thi
Huong (Huong thi) moi
duge vao thi Hoi (Hoi
th) va ai d8 ky thi Hoi
mdi dugc vao thi Pinh
(Pinh thi).

Thi sinh phai qua
di 4 ky méi duge chdm
dau goi 1 "Td Trudng". DS ky I m&i dugc du thi ky
1 va ti€p tuc cho dén hét ky IV. Noi dung 4 ky nhu
sau:

_Kyl

Bai thi gdm 5 dé vé Tid Thu va Nga Kinh

Ky I

Thi 1am Chiéu, Ché va Biéu, méi loai 1 bai viét
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theo I6i c6 thé. Thé 1a bai van Ti lyc, hay la vin bién
ngiu hay van xudi nhung c6 2 vé: v& 4 chit va v 6
chit d&u c6 d6i nhau.

- Ky 1T

Lam 1 bai tho va 1 bai phd. Tho lam thé tho
Puong Luat, thit ngon bt ct (7 chi, 8 cau). Phi
cing 1am theo 16i ¢6 thé va phai ti 300 chif tro 1én.

SRy IV

Goi la Vin Séch, dé
t3i rit trong cic kinh,
st1, va phai dai trén 1000
chi.

Nhitng ngudi dd
trong céc ky thi Huong
chia 1am 2 loai. Loai thi
d4u thyc thu va loai dau
vot. Tit tridu nha L& trd
vé trudc, nhimng nguoi
thi dau goi la CONG
CcU, CONG SINH,
CONG S va HUONG
TIEN hay HUONG
CONG; nhiing ngudi
nay dugc dy k¥ thi Hoi
va goi 1a SINH Dbo.
Ngudi dau dau ky thi
Huong goi 1a dau GIAI
NGUYEN.

Pé&n doi Minh
Mang (1820-1840) cii
danh cic c8ng sy hay
huong ¢6ng thanh CU
NHAN va sinh d thanh TU TAIL Nhiing ngudi dau
1 tai ¢6 thé du céc ki thi Huong ké tiép. Ngudi dau
2 khoa T ti goi Ia "Tu kép” hay goi t4t1a "Ongkép”,
3 khoa goi 1a "Td mém" hay "6ng Mém".

V1. THI HOI VA THI BINH

Dy I cita ai tha 2 diy gian kh6 nhung 1a nic
thang tot dinh vé vang cta cdc nho si. Boi vy, thi
Hoi va thi Dinh duoc ménh danh 12 "Bai Ty" (cudc
thi 16n) hay con goi 12 "Dai khoa" (khoa thi 16n) va
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gom c6 2 giai doan thi Hoi va thi Dinh.

Thi Hoi cing c6 4 k¥ nhu thi Huong, ngudi diu
¢4 4 ky goi 1a TIEN SI. Thi Dinh con goi la Dién Thi
(tdc 12 thi tai sin Rdng) va vua than ra hoi bai. Thi
Dinh chi d€ x&p loai cac Tién sT méi thi dau ki thi
Hoi va 2 khoa ndy thuong t6é chdc trong 1 ndm va
ciach nhau khoang 3 hay 4 théing.

Tién st dugc chia 1am 6 bac:

1. TRANG NGUYEN, ngudi diu cao nhdt va
la dau dau

2. BANG NHAN, ngudi ddu tha 2
3. THAM HOA, ngudi dau hang thd 3

Ci 3 bac nay goi Ia "TIEN SI DE NHAT GIAP"
hay con goi 12 "TAM KHOI" ¢6 théi goi 1 "TIEN SI
CAP BE". Thoi nha Nguyén, khong chém diu
Trang nguyén, Bang nhén va Tham hoa ma cai danh
12 Ti¢n s1 d¢ nhit danh, Tién si dé nhi danh, va Tién
s1dé tam danh.

4. HOANH GIAP, nhiing ngudi dau Tién s dé
nhj gidp (chénh bang) c6 thoi con goi la TIEN SI
XUAT THAN.

5. TIEN ST, nhing ngudi dau Tiénsi dé tam giap,
con goi 1a Pong tién sixudt thén.

6. PHO BANG, nhiing ngudi dugc chim dau,
nhung di€m 36 chi thua sit nhitng ngudi dau Tién si
d¢ tam gidp chit it. Hoc vi nay c6 tir doi nha Nguyén
Minh Mang. Tién si dugc vao thi Dinh va duge
hudng quyén "vinh qui bai t3", con Phé bang khéng
dugc thi Dinh va chi duge phép vé thim qué nha.

VIIL THE LE THI HOI VA THI DINH

Ca 2 ky thi Hoi va thi Dinh déu dién ra trong
vong 7 hay 8 théang. Muaa xuéin thi HOi con goi 1a
Xuan thi va d€n mia thu nam 4y thi thi Dinh. Thi
Hbi cling ¢6 4 ky y hét nhu thi Huong, nhung 3 ky
d4u, bailam phai khoang trén 1000 chii. Riéng phan
4 phai trén 1600 chii. Déc biét 1& khoa thi doi nha
H9, vao nam vau Khai Dai thit I11 (1405) lai cho thi
thém ky thit V, hoi vé To4n hoc.
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Khoa thi Pinh no ciing dugc t8 chic ngay tai
di¢n Can Chéanh. Tung thi sinh ducc goi dén truie
Ngu Toa (ché vua ngdi) dé nhéan viin phdng t bao
(gidy, bit, nghién va myc) va vao phong lambai. Vua
than chdm bai, va ngdy tuyén bS két qua duge t6
chdc tai dién Thai Hoa va yét bang tai Phd vin lau
3 ngay lién cho dén ching dén xem. Céc vi Tan khoa
dugc 1anh mi 4o vua ban, duge du tiéc yé&n tai sinh
dudng bd LE, duge hudng din di thim vudn Thuong
uyén va duge cudi ngua di tham phd x4 kinh thanh.
Khi vé lang, dugc dan ching dia phuong, mang cd
bién d6n rudc theo nghi I& "vinh qui bai t6" va tén
tudi dugc trieu dinh cho dung bia, chép sich huu
truyén trong Vin Miéu. Hién Vin Mi€u Ha Noi con
dii 82 bia, bia xua nhat ghi khoa Pai Béo thii 3 (nim
1442). Trai qua gin 600 nim, mua gi6 dai diu, nén
nay mit d4 da phéng Ii va trén mit bia thi chii con,
chit mit.

Khoa cu thoi nao ciing day gian lao vat va, nhung
nguoi xua vdn trong phin 4m dic hon phan cu
nghié¢p, vi vy, nho sinh khi nhép th& cudc phai gii
dd 18 TRUNG DUNG (la tu than, t& gia, tri quéc,
binh thién ha); ma mudn dat dugc 4 muc tiéu nay,
nho sinh phai 14y chit DUC 1am dau. Vi véy, trong
cac ky thi, trude gid mo clng cho nho sinh bude vao
trudng thi, trieu dinh cho phéng loa, tit chdi canh,
trude nha thap dao, khéu hiéu sau nay: "DI OAN
BAO OAN, TIEN NHAP; DI BUC BAO PUC,
THU NHAP; QUAN TRUONG, SY TU, THU
THU NHAP" (Nghia Ia cic oan hdn, udng ti1, co
di¢u oan tdc thi duoc quyén bdo o4n, nén cho vio
trudc tién; sau dén cdc 8m hon c6 an ddc cin phai
trd, dugc vao k€ ti€p; va sau cung 1a quan trudng va
cac s§ tu fan luot duge vao trudng thi” Vi cé su
phong ngua k¥ ludng va chit ché nhu vay, nén trong
ngach quan lai, cing nhu trong viée tri nudc, an dan
it cé nan tham nhiing v b& phéi nhu nhiing nim gin
day.

(Tai li¢u tham khao: Van Héa Viét Nam)

Trang 15



