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To6i viét vé

T/P SAN FRANCISCO
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Ta6i bidt tén thanh phd nay lic mdi 1én tam, khi
ciu Golden Gate dwroc khanh thanh mét ndm trudec
d6. Héi d6 ngudi ta 43 ca tung kién tric ndy 1a mét
trong Bdy ky quan cla th& gidi. Cdu chuyén sau diy
lién quan d€n thanh phd nay 1am t6i nhé méi: mot cau
thi sinh vao vn dap ky thi “dip 16m” bj mét gidm khio
hdi vE dja ly: tro hiy k& mgt thanh phd 1én cia M trén
b& That Binh duong, cdu thisinh ling tiing khéng biét
trd 16i sao thidudi 1op co tiéng xi x4o “trdm quan sdu
c6 1€ qud mi oi”. Va k& tit dao 8y t6i 43 mo wdc duogc
d€n tham thanh phd nay. That ra thitéirdt so nhing
chdn phdn hoa d6 hoi, mudn séng binh than & thanh
ph8 Hu& 8m d&m nhung cudc dot dua dy t6i phdirgi
b6 noi chén nhau cét rén d€ di 46 & day tut nam 20
tudi... long nhong khip bdn phuong tréi, ma 13n ra di
sau nay vi bi€n cd t6i da bj troi dat dén day.
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Ciing nhu Hug, Dalat, Saigon, thanh ph8 San
Francisco cling d4 c6 gi 46 1am cho t6i quy€n luyén
khac thudng: gidng Hug vi cdnh vat tho méng, khéng
¢6 tuy8t roi nhung ¢ mua sa gi6 lanh v& mua déng;
gifng Dalat vi ¢ nhidu hd vdi d6i théng swong mu
bao phi; gi6ng Nha Trang vic béi cat trdng x6a tréng
ra Thai Binh Durong xanh biéc; giéng Saigon véicdnh
ndo nhiét cia nhing du khich b8n phrong thim
viéng; gi6ng Chg Lén ¢ Phd Tau ma mdi l4n tan sé
lang thang trén cic dudng phdtéicit tudngnhu dd trd
v€ vdi Cha 1.6n ndm xwa. Nhifng cai 46 83 lam cho
nhitng ké tha huong nhu t6i bét thdy ¢6 don noi xitla
qué ngudi.

Va day xin gidi thiéu thanh phé nay véi quy
AH:

San Francisco ndm gitfa “rn” cla tifu ba
California, trén tdn ciing mdt ban ddo tréng ra Thai
Binh Duong c6 nhigu d6i ndi cao thdp, cao nhit 12
dinh Twin Peak c6 tru &ng ten TV cao ngdt choc thing
“chin tirng may”. Nha cia thi cheo leo trén sudm nii
ma néu c6 ddng d4t manh chic s& bj chudi xudng hé
mét. Dan s3 khodng 713,000 ngur&i (84), da s6 12 ngudi
da tring (60%) ri 4én ngudi da vang (22%), trong s8
nay ¢6 404 ngudi Viét Nam ma trude bién cd 75chicé
Sngudi. Vity sd dan da vang cao nén dan dja phuong
da ft nhiku 14y bénh I¢ phe cda ngudi A d6ng: khéng
qud hdp tdp chay cho kip chuyén métro nhu kifu dan
Paris, hay vin vut 14i xe nhu bay cho kip gid vao sé
nhu ki#u din Chicago, L.os Angeles, New York hay
quay quin nhu con vu nhu kifu dén Tokyo.

Nho ¢6 nhidu thing cdnh dep nén San
Francisco d4 thu hat nhigu du khach khép noi, nhu c6
cdu Golden Gate hung vi viron minh qua eo bién, nhu
cé hé Merced phdng ling va tho méng, nhu c6 cong
vién Golden Gate xanh mat yén tinh € nhiing ai ¢é
chuyén budn bach bé suy tu vE nhitng di ving xa xua,
nhu ¢6 Cu Tau 39 ddp diu tai tid giai nh4n & bén tau
Fishman’s Wharf, nhu ¢6 dinh “Diamond Heights”,
ma tir ddy nhiing d8m trdi trong bi&n 1ing, du khach
c6 th& ding nhin bao quat toan dién thanh phé nhy
mét vién kim cuong vi dai vdi muén ngan dnh dén éng
4nh dd mau; va ciing tai noi 4y nhifng d¢m suong ma
bao phd gié théi ting hdi, dinh “kim cwong” nay bién
thanh dinh “gié hd ma choi”, cai tén ma ngudi Vit
minh 43 dat cho thdng cdnh nay day.

Khi hau J San Francisco rdt 6n hoa: Xudn,
néng nhung mat mé d& chju; Ha, swrong mu vB ban maij
va khong ndng 1dm; Thu, ndng 4m; D6ng, mya nhung
khong 4m 14m. Nhiét 46 thdp nhit trung binh 1A 51 48
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F, nhi¢t 46 cao nhdt trung binh 1a 63 46 F. VE mua
d&ng tuy khéng lanh 14m nhung hé c6 gié thi rdt lanh,
816 bi€n tap trung ludn qua cac khu phd gifa c4c nha
choc troi nén rdt manh, gié bién Manche & La Haye
Hoa Lan did manh nhung khéng manh bdng gié San
Francisco. Quy AH méi 1in ¢&n vi€ng thanh phd nay
cling nén dem theo 40 4m du 13 giFa mua ndng rio.

MGt trdn dong ddt 1én d3 xdy ra vao thang 4
ndm 1906 giy nén hdéa hoan 3 ngay lién ti€p 1am thiéu
rui toan th€ nha cita trong 4 dim vuéng. Tir dao 4y dén
nay khéng thdy cé trin ddng &4t nao lén cd. Khéng
bi€t mady chi Ba xem thiy dja 1y ndo ma bdo tirnay San
Francisco s& khéng cdn bj déng ddt 1¢n niFa vitir ngdy
Caltrans cho x4y ciiu Golden Gate, miéng réng 33 bj
khéa lai nén réng khéng con viing viy nhu trude nia.
No6i d€n “miéng r8ng” t6i lai nhé d&n Ciu Ham Rong
d Thanh Héa: néu thiy Dja Iy néi dung thi ¢6 I8 vi cai
“khdéa miéng réng” cda minh &4 bj giut sdp nén miéng
rong di tir do “1ép nhép khac ra 1#a” khign nudeta ci
bj chién tranh trién mién. Chirng nao con chau chiing
ta trd v& xdy dung lai ciu nay, “ham rdng” sé duoc
khéa lai, rong s& hét viung vdy, qué huong minh s&
duqgc an binh dén ching s&€ dwgc dm no; tin hay khong
chuing ta hiy ch¢ xem...

Dudng sé trong thanh phé vi duge x4y dirng
trén ddi nii cheo leo nén dudémg rdt ddc va quanh co,
d8c cao nhét & dudong Filbert ghn dudng Leaveworth
(31.5%), ngudi Viét cue ngu & khu nay ad tu v d6i tén
duodng ndy 1a dudng L2 Vin Duyat cho d& doc; dudng
ngodn ngheo nhét 14 dudng Lombard cé 8 khiic queo
g4t trong mdt khu phé dai khéng qua 500 ft; dudng
hep nhidt 14 dudng... chi réng cé 4.5 ft danh cho bd
hanh, ¢é I& dudng ndy din ta d8n Ngi Ba... vao Dong
Hoa Dao? Xin quy AH dirng to mo hdi téi vi téi chua
ki€m ra. V€ tén dudng trong thanh phd Sé céng chanh
D6 thanh chi cho gdn tuong trung ma théi, c6 1€ S da
cho rdng dudng s chi danh wu tién cho khach du lich
ma du ljch thi cif ta ta di bach bd, ngdm cdnh ngdm
ngudi va tir tt kidm tén dudng khéng gi phdi hdp tdp.
Muén tim tén dudng du khédch cit nhin xudng goc 1&
dudng s& thiy ngay. Lai ¢ nhing con dwdng ma khi
14i xe 13n d3u du khach cé cdm tudng nhe minh dang
bay trén méi nha nhu dwdng Congo chdng han, vinha
cita hai bén dudng thdp hon mit dudng. Khach
phuong xa dén thim ban bé ¢ khu Twin Peak thé nao
cling bj lac vao con duong Congo nay vi diy 1a duong
ngén nhdt din 1&n 45i Twin Peak. Thudng thudng
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mai l4i xe 1in diu vao thanh phd quy ban s& gip nhidu
buyc minh: trudc hét 141 xe & San Francisco rdt khé n&u
khéng thude dudng, dudng di déc cao lai nodn ngheo,
lai nifa ki€m dugc chd dau xe 1 c¢d mot vin d&, dai
khi chay quanh hang gio khong ki€mra ché d4u khach
thdi chi bén 14i xe quay trd v&. VEtén duongthicd 18 vi
mdi lap quéc nén xu M§ thi€u “anh hung” a€ dit tén
cho 34 con dudng trong thanh phé nén D6 thanh d3
muagn tén cia cidc danh nhin, vin sihay céc dja danh
ngoai bang nhu: Napoléon, Horace, Rousseau,
Lamartine, France, Italy, Paris, London, Congo...,
thidm chi cling 43 muwon luén tén cdc hidu xe Mercedes,
Honda, Corona..., ¢6 I& ho ciing s&€ muon thém luén
tén Toyota hay Suzuki... cho ding nhjp, tap nham
14m.

N6i d&n San Francisco ma khéng néi d&n Phé
Tau 14 mét diéu thigu sét 1én. Ph8 Tau San Francisco
¢é mét su tich djc biét khac khin vdi cac Phé Tau &
New York, Los Angeles hay Phd Tau ¢ Vancouver
BC. Phd Tau San Francisco duoctao dung bdi md héi
nurdc mit cia nhiing Chu Ba ngheo tir gin 150 nim
nay. Theo tai ligu cia nhét bdo SF Chronicle ngay 7-
21-78 thi nguoi Tau diu tién d&€n San Francisco vao
nim 1847. Phin d6ng ho dén MY theo hop d6ng thué
nhin céng ddo vang ¢ Sutters Mill vido nim 1848 v3
sau d6 tham gia vdo cOngtrudng xay cdt dudng xe lita
xuyén M§ cda hdng th3u Central Pacific Rail Road
Co. Vichi dich cia ho 1a tam théi ra di ki#m mét mé
ti&n rdi trd v& t4u nha tdu ca rudng vudn nén ho 4 a8
Vg con & lai, do 46 trong tap th& nguwdi Tau luc bdy gid
dan ba rdt quy vi nan gai thiéu trai thira (mo6t ba cho
nhirng 300 6ng). Nhé dikc tinh cdn ci nhin nhuc, kién
nhéin, doan két gdn b véi nhau ho di giy dung nén
Phd Tau ngay hém nay qua hai thé hé:

(Xem tiép trang 59)
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— The hé thii nhit vao cudi thé kg 1914 théi ky
tranh dfu khé cyc nhdt, ho d3 bj ngudi ban xit khinh
miét ky thi dudi ho ra bai 46 réc thdi tha (bdy gio 14
trung tim Ph8 Tau). Vao nim 1882 Phd Tau chi réng
tt dudng California d€n dwong Broadway, va chidu
ngang tit duong Kearny d€n dudng Stockton bay gic.

— Th& h¢ thit hai b4t diu xay dung lai hoan
todn sau khi tron khu Phé Tau bj thigu rui vitran hda
hoan 1906. D&n nam 1920 Ph8 Tau duqgc néirdng ra
theém d€n dudng Bush v& phia Nam va dén duong
Powell bay gic v& phia TAy do s8 ngudi Trung Hoa tit
Héng Kéng, Macao va Dai Loan di cu d&n kinh doanh
cang ngdy cang d6ng nang mat 46 din Tau trong khu
nay lén dén 885 nguoi trong 1 ‘acre’, 10 in 16n hon
mat d¢ trung binh cda toan thanh ph8 San Francisco
vao nidm [970.

— Du qua bao nim di cur ngudi Tau vin gid
nguyén tdp quan cd truyEn cda ho, vin dung tiéng me
dé trong viéc giao djch budn ban véi nhau tuy vy ho
vin phyc tong ludt 18 dia phwong, con c4i cda ho déu
hoc hanh khd & céc trudng dai hoclén va dd déng gép
nhiu trong lanh vyc xdy dung vung vinh San
Francisco. Lai cé mgt s8 ngudi Tau tuy dd 1a quéc tich
M§$ nhung vai ba nam ho d€u giti con ho tré vé Dai
Loan &€ hoc lich sit va viin héa Trung Hoa. Biét bao
gid ching minh mdéi 1dm dugc nhu ho?

N2u khéng k& d€n nhing té doan x hoima cic
thanh phd Idn nao ciing c¢6 thi thanh phé San
Francisco d4d ¢6 nhifng hdp d&n khac thudng lam cho
du khach quyén luy€n mai mdi 1dn phdi gid t nd. San
Francisco qud thét 13 mét thanh phd tho méng.
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Xin moiquy AH nghe bai hit; “I Left My Heart
in San Francisco™ .... va nhd AH LHH phu hoa:
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The loveliness of Paris
Seems somehow sadly gay.
The glory that was Rome

Is of another day.

I've been terrible alone

And forgotten in Manhattan.
I'm going home

To my City by the bay.

I LEFT MY HEART IN SAN FRANCISCO
High on a hill, it calls to me.

To be where little cable cars

Climb half-way to the stars!

The morning fog may chill the air

I don’t care!

My love waits there in San Francisco,

Above the blue and windy sea.

When I come home to you, San Francisco
Your golden sun will shine for me!

Saigon nhir thud ndm xua
Vién P6ng Hon Ngoc tinh chua xéa mg.
Tim t6i nay d€ noi mé
Noi mé ti€ng goi... San Francisco!
Dudi theo mét dinh 45i cao
Chigc xe cable nhd dudng sao nita véi
Suong md budi sdng tinh mo
Khi troi lanh budt ching lo 1ong nay.
Tinh téi cho doi noi day,
Bi€n xanh gié 16ng bén trén... c6 San Francisco!
Phuong xa v& lai.... véi San Francisco!
Cho téi rang r& anh vang... noi San Francisco!

TON THAT NGQ
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