BIET TO
CUNG Al

Ngwoi Vién Tay

K2 tir khi vé 1am viéc véi Caltrans, cdng viéc
cta t6i c6 phiin nhan ha va khéng kém phiin hitng th.
Phai néi day 12 mot cong vide mdi clia t6i, tir trudce toi
chi chuyén ve design, ngay ngiy lam ban vdi may tinh
va ban v&, nay thi khac khin, ngdy ngiy rong choi trén
khip néo dudng 8t nude... ngudi. Chic cic Ai Hiu
cting khéng dodn ra drgct6i dang 1am gi. Xin tha thiét
1a khi vao [am cho ti€u bang, chéc 1a thdng t6i cling
khéng dugc théng thao tiéng M§ cho l&m nén midy ong
sép ddy t6i vao 1am viéc cho phong Traffic. Phin vige
ctia phong Traffic bao gdm nhidu thi: ndo 1a stripping,
nao la traffic control, nio 1a chuyén lo mdy c4i dén
xanh, den d6, nao 1a chuyén d4o tung dinh... Chinh
nh¢ cdi phdin cudi ciing ndy ma tai mdi 6 job ddy,
thwa quy Ai Hiu. Téi duoe giao 1dm vige vdi méy ldo
Ong chuyén ve vidc thra kign. U3 ma kién ai dady? Thua
hiu nhu tram vy kién d¥u phat xudt tr nhéing ngudi
x1t dung highway, ho thudng thwra chinh phi tidubang
ra tda d€ bdi thudng cho nhifng thiét hai thuong
thirong do chinh ho giy ra. Néi nhu vy khéng cé
nghia 1a chinh pht luén luén thing dau. Néu nhur ria
thi t6i thdt nghiép lau r8i. Rigng trong tai khéa 1987-
1988, chinh phd ti€u bang, tuy thing dén 909 vu kién,
vin phdi xuft ra 25 trigu 46 la @& bsi thudng cho
nhifng nan nhén cda xa 16 va hién théi cé chirng 2,150
cases kien Caltrans v Caltrans phdi tra chimg 4 t§ 46
la nu nhu Caltrans thua.,

Vao lam viéc véi phong Traffic it 1au, S&p thdy
s\ communication gitfa téi va cic ddng nghidp qua
tuyét vai, nén kéu téi vao phong noirigng 1a t6i k& tui
nay duoc theo tap viec vdi mat 6ng gia sép vE huu
chuyén vé diBu tra tai nan. Nghe duoc tin trén, tdi
khoai nhu dién, vi tir nay t6i khdi phai Iim Iim 1y Iy
khong them néi chuyén bing tay véi tui M§ ni¥a, cling
14m 1 t6i chi im im 1y 1y véi mdt nguoi ma thai, éng
£id ma t8i theo hoc viée. Cai éng gia ndy trude diy 161
it khi thdy mit, 1au lu Ong ghe lai vin phong mét Iic
r8i lai di. Tai bung bdo da, r8i mai nay ta cfing cuong
quygt noi grong nguéi.
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Sau mét thdi gian tip vide, t6i dugc dng gia
d3u bac chi cho hét m4nh trong nghk, nio 14 ché ndo
an ngon, ndo 13 chd ndo udng coffce free, mudn in
banh my chinh géc Phap nudéng hang ngay thi phai di
cong tdc & dau, ngoai ra con nhidu muc linh tinh cic
thit néi ra khong duoc, so cac Ai Hou them. Néi
chung 14 lam viée rdt tu do, chuong trinh do chinh
minh hoach dinh mién sao dirng tring hop véi nhing
budi traffic count cin nhi¥u ngudi 48 thyc hién. Hang
ngay, Report v& tai nan tit khip noi @8 v&, phong
Traffic chi cé nhiém vy luru git¥, d6i ba ngay t6i ghé lai
s6 ching [, 2 gio a8 doc so, chon vai mét s8 report ¢é
tai nan c6 ngudi chét hay bj thuong, phét thio mjt 16
trinh trong nhitng ngay tdi, r8i cit thd mét nguéi, mét
Xe cif the ta 1én duong. M6t tulin ¢6 5 ngay, thi cii 2
ngay danh cho miét Bic, hai ngdy danh cho miét Nam,
ngay con lai thi loanh quanh nhifng ving phu cin &
chd gio... tan s&.

D2 t6i k& mét vai tai nan di#n hinh ma Caitrans
phdi b6i thuong 48 quy Ai Hiu I1dy 46 lam kinh
nghigm, 4€ 1§ sau ndy c6 gi thi ciing biét di kign
Caltrans.

Chi Betty 14i mét xe sport trén xa 18, khi di
ngang qua mot cdi cdu, dung phii mét chit bang 44,
chi lost control va téng vao nhifng hang rao cin, chj
thira Caltrans ra tda ddi b&i thudng vi theo chi, trén
highway khéng ¢6 mét warning sign nao néi v& nude
d4 aong lai ¢ trén cdu trong mia lanh. Caltrans trd &1
1a 44 c6 dung bdng khuy&n cdo rdi, nhung khéng bigt
thing phdi gié nao nhd bang gy di. Két qud, Caltrans
phii b3i thudng 10,000 d la.



BIET TO CUNG AI...

Chuyén thit hai: vao khodng 1:20 trrangay 17-
6-1986, anh Scott 1ai chiéc Toyota 1986 southbound
trén Highway 101 & Santa Barbara thinh linh anh thiy
trrde mit mot xe truck do chi Loe lai dung vio mét
dumptruck cla Caltrans dau bén I8 dudng. DE tranh
tai nan, anh Scott bé tay lai, lost control, téng vao
thanh ciu, va rét xudng hd. Anh Scott kign Caltrans
va chj Loe d6i bdi thudng vdi 1§ do con dudng do
Caltrans design duvdi titu chudn nén anh ta khéng thé
nhin thdy tai nan ¢ phia trude ¢ tranh. Xin qui Ai
Hi¥u nhe cho, dii con dudng nay ¢4 thye hién ti nim
1946 Caltrans vin phai bdi thudng 200,00 46 la.

Chuyén thii ba: vio dém 4-1-1984, anh John
dung BART tir San Francisco vE Qakland sau mot bita
nhdu véiban bé vi méivita lén chitc. Réi BART, anh
John di v& chd anh d4au xe trén mét parking lot do
Caltrans lam chd, tai 34y anh bj mét bon du ding vay
danh bing baseball bats. Anh John bdt tinh nhan su,
ndm nha thurong 6 thang rdi chét. Cha me anh John
thua Caltrans va tui tré vithanh nién, tuditi 11 d&n 17
cung cha me ching ra tda 441 bdi thudng 500,000 46
la. Ly do duoc vién ra @€ thua Caltrans 1a vi Caltrans
1a chi cai Parking lot ma khéng c6 bién phap gi d€ bio
Ve cong cong, nhifng bui rdm quanh 46 tao méi trudng
thudn loi cho k& gian. K&t qua Caltrans phdi bdi
thueong 150,000 d6 la.

Chuyén thit tu: Vio ngay 23-9-1985, chj Mary
mang giay Tennis va mét cai sde dung séch va, di ve xe
clia chi sau khi shopping loanh quanh. Xe cla chj dau
trén dudng Whittier (titc 14 highway 72). Khichj bude
khdi mot cai curb, vdp phdi mot 18 hiing siu chirng 5
inches, chj bi gdy xurong chan. Chi Mary thira Caltrans
ra toa doi bdi thudng 7,500 46 1a titn nim nha thuong
va 50,000 dé la cho sy thiét hai, Cudi cling chi Mary
dugc bsi thudng 8,500 46 la.

N2u ¢6 thi gio, tdi ¢ thé k& hang tram, hang
ngan vu kién khac nhau cho qui AT Htu nghe choi,
nhung 46 khéng phdila chd dich cda bai nay. Chi dich
cla bai nay l1a d€ k& cho cac Ai Hifu nghe mét chuyén
co thét, cling c¢6 lién quan it nhidu d%n tim tu cia
ching ta, nhifng ngudi Vigt bdng dung lang thang
Khip thé gisi.
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Nho dugc dip di ddy di 46, nén h ¢ dip thi
cling ldy vigc conglam viéc tur, nhit ghé cho Viet Nam
mua gittm ba x& vai chai nudc ndm. Ciing cé lic ldy
vigéc cong ma di rong choi cho thda chi giang h& vit.
Ma ciing ¢6 lic di 12u ngheu khong ¢6 muc dich, xuéng
bai b coi mdy ngudi né d4nh Volley, hodclén ndi ndm
dai ma nghi vdn vo. Ciing cé nhiing bubi chidu, khéng
biét di dau, phdi lang thang doc highway 1 d€ doi gio
hanh hiép. T6i khéng néi ngoa dau. Cé nhi¥ng tai nan
xdy ra khodng I [ gi¢r d8m lai vao deém cé swong mi thi
ngudi didu tra vien cling phdi cd tu d4t minh trong tinh
hudng ciia nan nhan xem thi thé nao. Vi phai doi dén
dém, nén t6i phdi lang thang. C6 lic thich lang thang,
cling c6 luc bit budc phdi lang thang. LEn @6 14 13n b4t
budc phdi lang thang, t6i 16 mo di ngurge 1én d%u ngon
sudi, cang nguroc 12n diu ngudn, tidng nudc a4 cang
manh, phong cdnh cang hung vi. S8 13 & noi nay, ldc
trudc dan dia phurong cé thianh lap mét tram thiy dign
nhd, nén d&n bay gio vln con lru lai con durdng mon.

Gida khung cdnh non non nude nude mét minh ta, téi
di vin vo ngim nhiing vac xa lach xon non mon
mon bong nghe tiéng gé 18c cde rdt d¥u din. Lic diu
toi tudng 46 Ia ti€ng g md clia con chim woodpecker.,
nhung ldng nghe k¥ thi khéng phai, t6i voi tién vE
hudng c6 tidng ddng. K& ra dudng di ciing khéng khé
l4m, cAng t&i ghn thi tiéng g6 cang I6n din, t6i thim
nghi trong bung, chic Ia mét thing M7 dien khung gi
nifa ddy. Di qua khdi ddm cay ram rap. trude méit t6i
la mot cai mobile home, tuy cii k¥ nhung vAn con
trom tdt. Ti€ng g6 dBu dBu vang ra tir phia sau cai
mobile home, khéng ngitng duoc té mo, téi di vongra
sau xem thit. Canh tugng hién ra trude mét t6i thit
khdng ngo, mét 6ng ldo mic bs 45 jogging dang ngdi
deo da. Didu lam t6i ngac nhién 1a dang ngdi ciia ong
130 du chi mdi thiy sau lung t8i vAn tuéng nhu dang
ngdi rdt Viét Nam, hai chan chang hdng, 6m tdng da
vao giffa, mot tay cdm cai duc, mot tay cim bua, toi voi
Hi mét ti€ng, ong ldo quay ngudi lai, thira mdt ngudi
A Chau.



Miit 6ng 140 c6 v& ngé ngang khi thdy ngudi
Hi minh, 14 mét nguwdi da vang mii tet, dng ta chi gét
diu. T61 voilen tifng hdi: “Are you Chinese? “No, I'm
nol. 'm Vietnamese”. Troi dit oi, con cai mung nao
hon cAi ming ndy, gita chdn cho vo ma lai gip duoc
mdt ngudi d8ng hoong, mot cude gip g& khong cho
khéng doi, t6i vor ldp bip: “Trod o, chau ciing la
ngudi Viét ddy”. Sing sdt trong gidy lat, ong voi
buéng biia budng dyc, miéng cudi ha ha rdi ndi “that
14 tha huong ngd cd tri”. Ong ding ddy, 1dy tay phii
manh hai dng quiin, réi néi: “Vé day udng nudc 43"
r8i d4t t6i vao trong cdi mobile home.

Bén trong chi cé6 mét cai ban va bdn chidc ghé,
trén ban c6 mot binh thliy va vaiba cdily. Ongldo ngdi
xuéng, rét nwde tir binh thiy rdi ndi: “Udng d&i, kéo
ngudi”. Sau 46 éng ldo mdi hoi toi vao day 1am gi, t6i
cling thua thiét 12 dang di céng tac va thic mic sao t6i
qua lai vidng nay nhidu Iin ma khong gip 6nglio. Ong
140 mdi tit tir gidi thich, ving d4t nay, cai mobile home
nay 1a ciia ngudi sponsor. Néu nhin tir phia xa 16 vao
thi khé thdy vi né khudt sau lum ciy, néu di theo con
dudng nhd & phia Béc con sudi thi vao diy dé dang.
Ciu ¢chuyén bic bac chau chau mot héi, téi dugce bidt
ong Mo 13 ngudi Pa Ning, lanh nan qua diy vdi gia
dinh ngudi con tit 1978. Con ¢ai dBu ¢6 viée 1am, nha

cita dang hoang, nhung dng thich 1n & diy vai thang

trong mua néng d€ sita sang dim ngudi sponsor cai

trai nay. Ong 40 ndi, thit ra lio sponsor it khi 1&n day-

14m, chi hoa hodn mdt nim d6i lin 1én ddy sin bén,
cOn 6ng 1o 1én day thi c6 mucdich riéng. “Cau cé thiy
nhiéng tdng d4 quanh ving nay khéng? No khéng
duac nhu 4 & nii Non Nude nhung vin con tdt chan
d& lam cdi. Tai voi néi: “BAc gia réi thi nghi cho khde,
chit 1lam gi cho mét.” “Gia thi gia, nhwng day 14 céi
nghigp ctia 140. Trudc ddy lio sanh sdng vdi nghe dgo
tuong & Non Nude, nay mit 45 md kém rdi chi dgo
duoc chay va cbi da théi”. “Nhung 130 1am viéckhéng
phai cho 130 dau!!! Lao d€o mdy cai cdi nay d€ ding hd
Khang Chién, chau & dudidé co tin tikc gi mdi khdng?
T6i de dit, nhé lai miy td bado mdidoc, toan 1a nhiing
tin bdt loi cho khang chién khéng 4, ndo 12 KC bip, ndo
1a KC in tién, ndo 1a KC thanh todn nhau... Ngim ngu
mét hic, téi trd 161 hang hai “Da, chau cling c6 nghe,
hinh nhu KC dang gip kho khin néi bd, khdng bi&t
bac & xa, bac ¢6 doc bao VNTP khéng, ho c6 ndi diy
44 v& ndi vu”. Téi nhikng tudng néi thE 38 cé dip 1én
mit thiy d6i ma k& 1€ nhiFng tdi tinh cda KC do bao
VNTP tung ra. Nao ngd 6ng 180 nghe xong, lai cudi
ngit rbi bdo: “Vao day, vio ddy bac cho xem™. Ong ldo
kéo té1 vao gian trong, chl ¢6 mét cdi giudng nhd va

mot td sach dung toan tap chi, nao 12 Khang Chitn,
nao 12 Pdi, nao 1i Vin Hoce... va ¢6 cd mot 16 VNTP.
“C4i tht vui ctia 130 12 doc bdo va theo ddi tin titc vE
Khang Chi¢n”. Ong 130 néi tiép: “Nho doc dd bd
VNTP bac mdi biét tui né néi 140 nhu th€ nao, nhd
doc cic bao khéc Bac mdi phén bigt duwoc gid chén. Ci
cho 1a Khang Chign Quén chi cé cin cit ¢ Théai Lan di,
nhung it ni¥a ciing c6 ngudi lo viéc nudc. Bo chau
tuéng nhiing ngudi nhrr Hoang Co Minh, Le Hong,
V56 Hoang & M§ khéng s8ng ndi sao? Té 1dm ciing
duoc 3.50 46 la mét gio, viy toi gi ma 1dn 161 vE Thai
Lan ma chiju ti¥ng mang 161! N2u ho cé 1am v4y, thi
cfing vi m6t cai gi cao hon 14 lgirigng tu. Concé hola
cdn c6 hy vong, néu khéng c6 nhing nguwdinhu ho, thi
chic 13 Viét Cong #n ngon ngi yén hon. C6 th ho
thanh céng, cé th€ ho that bai, nhung ta khong thé
chdi bd thién chi cia ho. Nhigm vu cla chingta la tiép
tay vdéi ho, dugc ching ndo hay chirng d6. Chi dung
ngdi & M ma chi tay nim ngoén, phdi lam th€ nay, phai
lam thé no. Lio tuy 14 ngudi it hoc, nhungtrudng ddi
130 &3 trdi qua nhitu. Thanh ¢ong nio ching phdi c6
hy sinh. N&u chiing ta cif ng8i vach 14 tim sau, thi bao
gio méi 1am xong duwgc vite. Cd trong vao ti€n si
Pham Kim Vinh thi dd biét. Vi€t thit nhigu sach, tham
gia that nhigu doan thé, rdi cudi cing ciing suy ra 13
n¢u khong cé MY bat dén xanh thi khéng thé ndo c6
Khang Chién, 14 khong thé nao c6 Dai Phat Thanh.

(Xem tiép trang 38)




SONG HY

Ngay Pai Lé xin chiic mung: Song Hy
Rugu tan gia, huong tinh nghia ven toan.
Coi truong xudn an thai ngdp héo quang
On Thuy Vii ddy mét troi phude loe.

*H %k

Duom men quynh, tdn lang twoi nhu ngoc,
Tén giai nhan, hoa cdm-thwong dai trang.
M&i luong duyén tién dinh, phuong gdp hoang,
Nguoi quy tdc, ké anh tai Bdc Viér,
Khéo xe to, tuyér voi tay ba Nguyér,
Rdi réi Tay chung xdy dyng co d0.

*kk

Chidu Thu nay, hiéu diu sdc san hé

Ta xin viét d6i vdn tho luu niém.

Chuc tdn lang, tian giai nhan. quy mén,
Tinh tram ndam hda diém mai nong nan.
Hanh phiic tran ddy dudi mdi tén trang,
Va su nghiép ngay cang thém hoa gam.

\- J

Créteil, chidu thu 29-10-88
HO TRONG KHOI

CUGC CHU:
Mat Ai Hiu Céng Chanh ¢ Phap vira thanh lip gia dinh.
Ong H5 Trong Khéi dd 1am mdy viin tho trén & thdn ting tin lang
vA tin giai nhén.
Xin chitc mitng Chi R€ C6 Dau trim nim hanh phic.
BUU HIEP
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Nghe 1¢i thuy?t cda dng 140 téi cdm thdy tir
then vai long. C6 phdi ldu nay tuy trong 1ong téi ciing
thdy VNTP néi tim bay, nhung cit 1am ngo € c6 co
phii tay véi vigc 16n? Cé phdi t6i tu ru ngd 1y chinh
toi rdng n¥u c6 Khang Chién thit sy thi téi s& sin sang
ti€p tay. Con ngudi that cda t6i ¢6 phadi nhu thé
khéng? Du khdng ndi ra, t6i cling cdm thdy then. Mdi
ddy, nha vin Tudng Niang Tién ¢6 thudt lai mat dip
thdm mét khu chién & gin Thai Lan, TNT ¢é hdi mét
khang chién quan tir hdi ngoai vE chifn d4u xem thit ¢6
hy vong ndo d€ gidi phong qué huvongkhéng? CAutrd
161 cla ngudi ndy 1a mot phai ligu, hai phii ligu. va ba
phdi ligu. Oi, c6 ngudi gid it t4t ca d€ [iBu, con chung
ta chi ciin dwa tay ra gép chut hta ma cling ngéin ngai
sao. Qui Ai Hifu than m&n, xin trd 161 giap téi didm
nay.

Ngwdi Vien Tay
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