Ngoc Lan

tinh lam anh oi

PaDeTs

Cau ndy trich trong toé bdo biéu o
New-Orleans goi 1la: "DAY NGOC LAN". Ngoc
-Lan khong phdi con ky-lan bdng ngoc ma
14 mot loal phién am la 461 cua déhg bao
ta & day dé chi New Orleans.

Ngoc-Lan tinh ra sao téi khéng du
tai d& dién ta,
kha glohg Mién Nam ndéc ta vi ¢ cudl mot
con sdéng 1lon: mdt bén cd tén 14 9 con
réng (CUD LONG) mdt bén cd tén dai 1@
tha MISSISSIPI. Ngoal nhung ciy céi moc
¢’ ving nudc 16 géh gidng canh Vﬁng Tau,
ddbng =4, nha cda lam theo kiéu Phap
cing rat glong Salgon. Nhit 14 con dudng
St. Charles cay c01 um tum, nha cda cao
1on phang phat gigng canh duong THONG
NHAT, LE LOI, NGUYEN HUE... ¢ Saigon ta.
Vi vay md ba con ta mén nd, nhih nd cho
d¢" nhd’ qué hudng, mdc ddu no cdng co
nhiéu khia canh bé bai lam, New Orleans
hay Ngoc-Léan doi voi dohg bdo ta cing
nhd dda con hoang nda Phap nia My nhung
ne lai glong mot ngidi than cd nen ba
con ta dat tén Vlet lung tung xéng ching
biét dau ma ms.
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chi’ biét rang phong tho

Ngoc-Lan nhd hinh "trang 1iém” (cai
tén Crescent city do do md ra) udn minh
theo cdi eo cua song Mississipi ¢' phia
nam vd co cai hé Pontchartrain rong to
b& dn vé phia bac.

Bat ngang séng Mississipi cd modt
cay cadu 1dn ma ba con ta ddt cho cai tén
binh dan 1a "cau con C6" vi trén cau cd
treo hinh mdt con Bé Néng giva 4 ngoi
sao tudng trung cho Louisiana The Peli-
can State,

Dddng sd da sd tén Phap nhuing khi
doc phal uén theo glong My neu khong dan
ban xd sé nhin ban vdi cép mat... "mat
than" (vi khéng hiéu) : Dddhg U.S.90
doan qua Ngoc Ldn co tén khd ngd nghinh
la "CHEF MENTEUR HIGHWAY", Véng, ding 1a
tleng Phap, nhung yéu cau cac ban uén
1doi theo 161 My véi toéi: MSEP MEN NUA"
thi My local hiéu ngay. Vay do. Tén thl
khoai 1ay tén Phap nhung doc dung tleng
Phap th1 d... hiéu. M6t hém toi 14i xe
cia so6 Kiéu Lo di _cong trdong lac vao
mét khu, khong nhﬂng ddéng tén Phap ma
c6n chéi 1udn ca chd Rue thay cho chi
Street: RUE COLETTE, RUE MONIQUE, RUE
DELPHINE...

Toi mdi dén Ngoc Lén khong ré tai
sao lai cd tén Chef Menteur ky quai nhd
vay? Day 14 141 giai thich cuda A.H,
Ng.v. Banh: Luc ngudi Phap dén day cd
mot Tyd trddng Da Bo noi ddoc qud sa nén
méi dat 1la Chef n01 doc. Con chang Da Do
do co dlnh dap gi’dén con dddng thi
chang ai rd.

Cdch d4ay mot nam,truoc mua Mardi-
Gras co dien thoal keu dén S8 Kiéu Lo b6
Thanh Ngoc Lan yéu cau cho mot ngﬁ01 My
goc Viét den l1au 1 dé thong dich cho mgt
s& ngudi goc Vlet. S&n co toi ho nho
thong dich cho cac ba Viét Nam xin giay
phep ban hdng 1& Mardi- Gras. bay 14
cudc @61 thoai song ngi:

- Thia Ba, Ba cho blet xin ban o
chd ndo dé& cd ndy ghi vdo giay phép.

-~ Da ché” J gdc dudng Ca-Nen vd
dudng BINH-BONG,



DﬂOng Ca-nen la Canal Street con
ﬂuong 1dn nhat Ngoc Lan thi biét to6i con
d_Ngoc Lan cd com ddéng nao ma co ten
BINU-BONG ca? T01 via héi lai ba gla via
nham doc tat ca com Hddng tu~ French
Quarter dadm ra Canal Street: RAMPART,
BURGUNDY, DAUPHINE, BOURBON, ROYAL...
Roi. co le BOURBON roi.

~ Vang a, dudng Binh Bong éng biét
roi ma... \

- Tréi dat,..?

Tuy vay _toi van thua cdc ba Viét
Nam 3 day nhd ho khong bao glé hoc qua
tleng Phap nén bo dau sdc dau huyen rat
ding gout" cua My, My hleu ho dé” hén
toi vi téi bi qua trinh noi t1eng Phdp
cu’ thay 14 doc theo Phap lién bi My ché
ngay khéng thém hiéu.

M6t hoém nghe mot ban dong nghiép
cap cull vdo bénh vién t01 muon di tham
nén héi co thi ky cung sd:
bénh vién ndo vay?

- "Ho~Ten Du"

Tod chaﬁg hiéu nhd cd ta viét ra.

DS cdc ban biét 1a cai bénh vién gi? Deﬂ

18m. "Hotel Dieu". Cdc ban ranh tleng
Phap doc ngay 14 "O-Ten Di-0" thi cé thd
ky lai ngan to-te va cddi nhu ndc né:

"Ho-Ten Du md doc gi ky vayl???". Ban
chi’ Edn nddc chdl thé trong bung "Du
M.“"'
cua toi qua ddy khong nhdng khong xu
dung dQudéc md lai thanh mét trd ngai lon
vé truyén théng.

Vidt qua hd Pontchartrain thi co
nhiéu cau: Interstate 10, U.S 90, U.S
11, nhdng cdi cau tru danh nhat lai ld
cdy cau Causeway ma déng bao ta thudng
goi la cdu 24 Miles. Nd chdng co gi déc
sdc cang 14 d3 tién ap, vai giong nhau
nhing lai dai le the...
38 kms.

Ngoc Lan ¢ dddi mde nddc bién nén
phai c¢d d& diéu bao boc dé tranh ngép
nioc. Nuoc mia phai tong ra ho hay soug
bang cal may bdm khong 16, Nhin vao ban
46 dat nha tdi dang ¢’ thi® con ddéng
tridc mat nha toi cao 46 la -6 nghla 4]

Lester nam ¢

Cho nén qua triah hoc tiéng Phap

24 miles hay 1la

feet dudi mit nudc biénm.

Té6i chia séng ¢ mién Bac Viét Nam
nhéng doc sach thay cdng cé dé diéu nhd
vay.

O Ngoc Lan ﬂdng xai cac chd Dong,
Tay, Nam, Bac vdi ngudi ban xu' Ho d&
khong hiéu ma cho minh chda biét phong
tuc ngon ngd dia phddng.

Cai thdnh pho hinh vong nguyet
phidng huong thay ddi lung tung . Ho co
mét cach néi rat chinh xac la dda theo
con song Mississipi va cai ho Pontchar—
train: Phia ho (lake side), ph1a song
(river side), phia thudng ldu song (up-
town), phia ha 1du song (downtown).

Hoi téi mwoi dén lam vide ¢’ S6™ Kidl
lo Ngoc Lan dng Giam Déc 1lai xe chi cho
toi noi theo dan dia phddng:

~ Anh nhin thay cai dén luu théng
bén kia héng. T6i kéu radio vé cho Sd
Hiéu Bao. Cé gdang nghe:

"Trén dudhg Poydras di vé hudng HS,
co cay den 1ldu thdéng o goc dudng Claybo-
rne, goc thddng ldu ho  (uptown-lake
corner) hong. Yeu cau cho chia ngay.

NGOC LAN VAN VAT

Ngoc Lan gém nhidu sic dan nhdng
chinh van 14 Trdang voi Pen. A" Chdu vd
Viét Nam chi 14 Thidu S6. Trdng mudn
tranh Den ldp ra nhiéu quan khac goi 1la
Parish (td chu Paroisse cua Phdp md ra
vi® da so ddn Céng Gido). Con lai quan
Orleans thanh ra Den chiém da s& cho nén
dd 3 nhiém ky D6 Trdong 1a Den. Co mot
qua khi ‘nang vé ky thi ching toc, nay
van khong got ria ﬁﬂdc, khong thé céng
khai nhdng cing ngim ngam.

Co mdt ngddi My trang hoi mot anh
ban téi: "O'bén nddc anh co ngudl Da BPen
khong”" Ban téi that tinh n01 khong. Ong
ta co ve thém 1dm: "Chac ong khdng bidt
nudc 6ng cd diém phuc nhd thé ndo.” (you
do not know how lucky you are. ). Poi vdl
Viét Nam ta ho cung co nhiéd thanh kién
sai 1d4m nhiéu ludn diéu xuyén tac. Theo
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kinh nghlem toi thay chi’ co cach la phét
tinh ang—le vi g1a1 thich cing v6 ich ma
théi, Vi’ du ho n01' "Viet Nam qua day
dda ndo cung boc cua cai theo nén glau.
Co nhd co xe mau chong. Chinh phi My lai
ﬁu d4i cho trg cap nhiéq, khong phai
dong thué, Hoc hdnh thi sao cung ddoce
chinh phu cap bang khong kh01 phal thi.
Vi vay ma dda ndo mdi qua cing co E.I.T
va P.E. Di nhién chung ta blet thaa 14
sai, nhdng ho khong mudn hiéu khde thi
lam sao dugc.? Nhiéu td bdo dia phudng,
do nhing ngudl My hiéu r6 ta viet dé&
gigi thich tai sao ngwdi Viéet Nam dinh
cd & day mau khd, chiu khé 1lam viéc,
chung suc véi nhau,tdng tién chi tiéu.
Nhung kho danh tan dudc thanh kién vi ho
cu’ nghi” ta khéng 1am sao tai gidi hdn
ho,

Vﬁa r01 tren td nhat bao duy nhat &
day cac vien chdc giao duc My da tuyén
ho:

., "Trddng chung tdi co da sd hoc sinh
goc Viadt, Néu nhd tht ca gia dinh Viet
Nam co du tidu chuan lanh tién trg cap
x4 hoi d4 nap d4é6n xin thi trdohg chung
toi khdng mat trd cip cda Chinh Phé Lién
Bang. Tiéc thay cac gia dinhh Viét nam cd
mdc c¢am lanh tién welfare nhd 14 ngda
tay xin nhuc nhd nén d4a khong xin chi’ lo
ldm viéc va nhd " bd con gidp dd, Vi~ vay
mé tong 56 hoc sinh gia dinh lanh wel-
fare 1t qua khong dd tiéu chuan hﬂong
tré cap cda Lién Bang." Do 13 My noi.
Cde trudng hoc & d4y thi da sb con em
Viét Nam dan dai. Vi vay ho bic minh tim
cdach ha gla bang nhing 1uan diéu Xuyén
tac cho dd” tic.

Néu ta hidng cdu chuyén vé& khia
ranh doi song nghe nghiép thi d46i khi ho
cung vui vé tiéu 1dm ldm. Sau day la vai
mau chuyén vui trong nghé do cac dong
nghlep My ké& cho tdi nghe trong luc lam
viée v8i nhau:

- May co biét tai sao dan & ady
khong thich ddbng trang nhia khong?
- Cd 1€ vi"ho cho bé-tdng tot hdn,
- Dau phai, Vi be—tong mau trang,
nhua mau den:
s et

Ho s¢ mat gid khu ho o
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— May c6 bao gid thay ngudi ta dem
cho d1i xin "Food stamp” chia?
- 2

- Co thang My trang thu My den lam
moi dem con chd nd dén ' 'apply" xin Food
stamp, Nhan vién thda hdnh bdo:

- Dau co6 dddc. Food stamp d&' cho
ngudi, cho khong di tiéu chuan.

- Sao khong du: Nay. N¢ cing "den",
ca ngay no chang lam gi” hét, cu sda bay,
khong did tiéu chuan 14 gi?

- Tang ndy. Nhih ca khu ndy bi lun
qua sd. Tat cd "manhole" deh 16i 1lén
khoi mat a&bng, dung vao dam gdy nhip xe
lam, O... mdy biét tal sao goi 1a "man-—
hole" mad khéng goi 14 "womanhole™ nhi’.?
Thdo ndo cu 181 1én. Day 14 mdt si ky
thi nam nd “vi pham luat tram trong.

~- Tdng di. Tao sd cdi driveway nhd
thdu nd lam cao qud xe leo 1én bi cd
dit.

- Lam sao ca duidc. May ddm cd vdi
tao khong: "50 cents an mot dollar."

- Tao ca’ dn chd' khéng cd thua. Mdy
co biet chuyén thang cha ddnh c4 véi ong
chu nha bang chua?

Co mét thdng cha ngay nac ding budi
trda vao mot nhd bang 1én "deposit"
$500. Khdng ngay ndo sot, trd ngay nha
bang dong cda. Ong Chu Tlch nha bang 1y
lam ky, mdi chd gap chang ng, 1é" phép
hoi:

- Vlec nday khong can hé g1 dén t6i
nhdng ong cho phep toi h01 dé’ thoa tdanh
to md cua t6i. Vay chd ong lam nghé’ g1
md deu déu mbi ngay c6 $500 deposit vao
trucng muc nhi thé?

, =~ Tdi danh cd bac, ddnh cd dn thua
day ma.

- Xin 161 o6ng, d4 goi 1a danh ca &n
thua thi'phéi co khi dn khi thua, c¢d 1€
ngay ndo cung an cid sao? Xin ong cho
biet bi’ quyét?

-~ Bi quyet nha nghé cua ai nay glu,
lam sao chi’ dddc. Nhung nélt dng mudn
ddnh ca vdi tdi thi téi bdng long hdnh
nghé vdi ong.



