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Nhé Ban Lé Thanh Trang

(Viét theo 16i ké va emails ciia Lé Thanh Trang)

Hinh Lé Thanh Trang nam 1957

Nam 1956 Téng Théng Diém mubn cé
thém Ky Sw Céng Chanh dé thuc thi nhirng
chwong trinh kién thiét do Téng Théng muén
lam nén da ra |énh bd Céng Chanh va bd
Quéc Gia Gido Duc m& thém mét I16p dac biét
dao tao Ky sw Cong Chanh. Téi luc d6 dang
theo lop MPC (Toan Ly Hbéa) bén ndp don va
dwoc trang tuyén. Truwéng hoc luc d6 tam nhe
tru s& trwudng Ky Thuat Hoc Nghé (Centre
d’Apprentissage) & dwdng Héng Thap Tw. Khi
ma&i nhap hoc thi co trén duwdi 20 sinh vién,
dén cudi ndm thi chi con tro lai chivng 15 try
va khi chuyén qua Trung Tam Ky Thuat Phu
Tho m&i khanh thanh thi con lai chirng 12 trw.
Trang, Ng... va tdi la b ba choi v&i nhau than
nht, di dau clng coé ba dwa cho dén khi ra
tredng dau nam 1959 (?). Trang duoc bd
nhiém di lam Phé Truwéong Ty Céng Chanh
(khéng nh¢& tinh nao) con tui thi di du hoc &
Montreal, Canada réi khi vé VN thi lam viéc tai
Sai Gon.

(1) NGi hoi lac dé. Ndm 1980 tui lam ky sw c6 vén tai
thanh phé Alexandria, Ai Cdp va c6 mét trong nhiéu
nhiém vu la dwa cdc Ky Sw Ai Cdp qua My tim hiéu thém
vé nganh cung cdp nuwdc. Trong chuyén di dodan ching
téi ghé Helsinki, Findland (Phén Lan) dé néi chuyén vdi
cdc ky sw ¢6 védn Phén Lan. Sau mét hoéi thdo luén, 6ng
KS Phén Lan xin 16i di ra ngoai dé dién thogi vién lién véi
mét vién chirc ndo dé & mét thanh phé xa Helsinki trén

Dong St Khiém

MAy anh em ké tir ngay ra trwdng rat it
c6 dip gap nhau vi céng vy, dwdng sa xa xoi
va hé thdng dién thoai gilia cac tinh rat hiém cé
dé dung (1). Chang téi chi gap nhau khi Trang
vi céng vu phai vé& Sai Gon hop hanh gi dé tai
bé Céng Chanh. Téi chi biét 1a Trang ting lam
Trwdng Ty Cong Chanh ba Lat, va Ba Ria ma
& do anh cé dip lam viéc v&i quan déi Hoang
Gia Uc doéng quan tai Nui D4t (khéng ai co thé
ng® 1a sau do6 anh ta cé dip nh& sw quen biét
4y ma thoat nan). Tui cling nghe tin anh 4y c6
thé dwoc thdng chirc 1&n lam Trwédng Khu
Céng Chanh. Thé rb6i chién cudc tiép tuc leo
thang cho dén thang Tw ‘den’ ma Trang viét
cho t6i nhw sau:

“Tao (2) rdat may man khi chay nan Céng
San. Pau thang Tw (4 1975) thdy dén di tén Pa
Né&ng chay trbi chét trén Quéc Lo 1 vao Nam,
tau néi véi ba xa, “néu mubn chay thi chay
ngay bay gio, ché néu dé gior chét ma chay
loan lac nhuw vy, 1 mét con, tha tao & lai”. Sau
khi ba x4 OK chay, tao lién lac toa dai str Uc
cho gia dinh tao di dan sang Uc. Nh¢ luc lam &
Ba Ria, tao quen rat nhiéu si quan Uc déng &
Nui Péat. Pai twéng Tham muu truéng Quén
luc Hoang Gia Uc, dién cho toa Pai sir Uc tich
cuc gitp cho gia dinh tao di cw sang Uc. Toa
dai str Uc cho dai ta tuy vién quan sw ché gia
dinh tao vao Téan Son Nhut, giao cho dai uy My
phu trach di tan nhén vién toa dai str My, dwa
gia dinh tao ra tan may bay cét cénh ngay 25
théng 4. Gia dinh tao dén Guam sau may gio
bay. O d6 mot tuén, khdng thdy may bay Uc
don, tao ghi tén vao My roi tinh sau.

100 cdy sé (60 miles). Khi trd lgi phong hop thi mt KS
Ai Cap hdi dién thoai c6 hoat déng khéng? O KS Phan
Lan trg Ioi la “Yes, it worked’. Thi ra Ai Cép luc dd ciing
nhw VN, dién thoai vién lién tuy c6 ma khéng vi goi it khi
dwoc!). (2) Xin 16i cdc ban doc. Trang dung danh tir coi
c6 vé dao bua nhw ‘may, tau, tao, thdng’, nhuwng anh chi
diing vdi cdc ban rét thdn ma théi. Tui bat budc phdi
thay chi¥ ‘thdng’ bang ‘6ng’ hodc ‘anh’ dé trdnh céu vén
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co vé ‘dao to bua lon’
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Tao dén trai ty nan & Florida vao dau
thang 5, va sau do xin téi New Orleans dinh
cw lubn téi by gio. Tao rat may man da gé
ctra dung chd. Nam 75, tir trai dinh cw & Eglin
Air Force base of Florida dwa vé New Orleans
tao bat dau lam cho Catholic Charities,
sponsor cho nguoi Viét ty nan. Tao coi bao dé
tim viéc lam. Tao dén Consulting Engineers
Waldermar & Nelson xin viéc. Sau khi nguoi
giam déc nhéan vién tro chuyén va coi resume,
né néi kinh nghiém cda tao vé duong sa ma
hédng cua 6ng ta lai chuyén mén lam gian
khoan dau nén hang éng ta khéng tuyén tao
duwoc. Tuy nhién 6ng ta gidi thiéu tao qua City
of New Orleans vi éng ta biét & day dang céan
engineer. Tao qua City, gdp ngay 6ng Giam
Péc Departmeni of Streets. Ong ta tiép tao rét
niém nd. Sau khi noi chuyén, coi resume, 6ng
ta hdi tao specifications lam dwong cua My.
Tao tra loi phong phéc vi nho bén nha lam viéc
v6i Téng Cuébc Kiéu L6 xai specifications cua
USAID. Ong ta moi tao di an lunch, trwde khi
chia tay, 6ng ta néi véi tao la éng rét hai long
véi kinh nghiém cta tao vé construction va
maintenance duong sa. Ong néi luén la néu
tao mudn di lam cho City, thi thir Hai nhan viéc,
Iwong $1,500 mét thang, cép xe hoi cho di, dé
xdng libre. Tao mirng qué, tao nhén lién.

Tao bat dau vé lam véi cép bac CE I,
on probation, trong vong 6 thang, tao phai c6
EIT, tao md&i duwoc vo ngach classified engineer.
Tao vé lam thang July. Ong Giam Déc rat hai
Iong, 6ng tdm tinh véi tao, sé di 6ng ta gilp tao
la vi néu gdp trvong hop ¢é bién c6 nao ma
bng phéi chay qua xwr khac véi gia dinh nhuw
tao, 6ng ta khé ma lam duoc nhw tao. Ong léy
tién City trd cho university cho tao di hoc thi
EIT. Théng 11 ‘ché tap phéi rudi’, tao déu EIT,
duoc vé ngach, ké tiép éng khuyén tao hoc thi
PE Iuén vi khéng ¢6 PE, néu cé di noi khéc, thi
chi vé6i EIT khéng, chuwa phai la engineer. Ong
ta lai tiép tuc cho tao di hoc va thi dau PE vao
thang 4, 1976 trwdc sw ngac nhién cua dam
PE My cung s6. (Cht thich cia DSK: KSCC Phu
Tho du stc dau PE vi nhu‘tui cling da thi qua thi cac bai
hoéi cé tinh cach nha nghé khong kho khan chi, va lai
cugc thi nay thudc loai Open book khéng phai nhu ky thi
& truong CDCC Pha Tho!).

Tao bat dau lam cho Department of
Streets, City of New Orleans, vao thang 7,1975,
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va vé hwu non thang 8.1988, sau 13 ndm lam
viéc. M&i vo, lam & cép béc E I, Design
Engineer on probation, sau khi ddu EIT thang
11, 1975, dwoc v classified employee; tiép tuc
hoc, dau Master nam 1977, Ién senior design
engineer, ndm 1982 d4u Ph.D. tiép tuc vira lam
cho City, vewa di day School of Civil
Engineering, Louisiana State University, cho
dén 1988 vé huu non, 1ap Le CE Consulting
Engineers, Inc.

Trong thoi gian 13 nédm, tao da co dip
gitp cé thdy 13 Ky Sw VN , trong dé c6 4 thang
khoa tui minh (3), vao lam viéc voi City of New
Orleans va cac héng Consulting My tai thanh
phé New Orleans va phu cén.”

Do la chwa ké anh da dem kinh nghiém
ctia minh khi 1am viéc tu bé bao tri duwéng sa &
mién Tay VN qua ap dung cho duwéng sa TP
New Orleans vi & day mat dat cling nhw mién
Tay la mat dwdng nhwa bang hay thdp hon
mat nwéc ngoai bién.

Mac dau céng viéc da doan va kho khan
trong giai doan thr thach cia mét ky sw di cw
m&i chan wdét chan rao vo lam viéc véi mot
City kha Ion, Trang cing khéng quén toi
nhirng ban ddng mén; cung véi AH Lé Khac
Thi hai anh da lam ra La Thw Ai Horu Céng
Chanh v&i muc dich lam gach ndi cho tat ca
cac ky sw, ky thuat gia va than hiru moi thoat
nan Cong San va di cw qua My lap lai cubc
doi. Ngoai ra anh con cdng tac véi mét linh
muc Thién Chua Giao (La M&) ti luc dinh cw
tai New Orleans cho dén luc v& hwu dé nubi
sbng t& bao “Day Ngoc Lan” (New Orleans).

Vé&i tw cach la Consulting Engineer khi
lap van phong ¢ van sau khi vé hwu, Trang da
gilp d& cac ngw phi VN & trong ving vé gidy
t& bang Anh ng va khai thué loi tire vi Trang
c6 chirng chi hanh nghé do co quan thué vu
IRS cung cp sau mét khéa huén luyén.

Trang da bd anh em dé ra di mét minh
vé bén kia thé gi¢i vo6 hinh ngay 8 thang 5,
2023 (Trang sinh thang 6/1934) sau hon mot

(3 )Trang chédc la hai 1dng vi dd hodic sé gdp 12
trong s6 13 ban déng khéa hodc déng mén bén kia thé
gidi vé hinh vi 12 ban dé dé ra di (chét) trwde Trang.)
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nam chc“')ng cw v&i binh ung thw ac tinh, huwéng
dai tho 89 tubi!

Nghe tin anh méat ching t6i rat budn,
nhwng suy nghf lai thi lai thdy “mcrng” cho anh
4y vi: tudi dai tho, dworc dirt no tran gian va hét
bi day xé vi dau dén bdi binh ung thw. Anh 4y
khéng mudn 1am phién ba con, ban bé va céng
sw vién, nén da nhan nha cho gia dinh [am mot
|& tién biét don so sau khi than xac da dwoc
hda thiéu véi tro cbt dé trong hi sanh. Ban bé,
nhirtng ngu®i nhé on anh ké luén ca cac ban
ddng nghiép cla Street Department cia TP
New Orleans da dén dong du dw dam tang, ké
lubn 3 linh muc ma anh da céng tac lam viéc
thién v&i Catholic Charities.

Chua B6 P& & New Orleans sau khi
Trang that 16¢c da tw ddong lam I& ciu siéu cho
Trang vi anh &y, trong cac nam 1985-87, khi
con lam véi thanh phd New Orleans, da tan
tinh gitp d& chua trong céng tac xay cét chua.

Ban bé, ban dong nghiép va cdc linh muc dén lam
le tien dwa Trang vé céi vinh hang.

% CAO PHO %
Gia dinh chiing con v6 cting dau budn, kinh béo tin cung than bang
/ quyén thudc va ban hiru xa g?m: Cha, Ong cua chung con la:

tién S LE THANH TRANG Ph..

~ z , Sinh ngay 16 thang 06 ndam 1934 tai Saigon
Hinh Trang, hii sanh dung cét cia Trang T trdn ngay 08 thang 05 nam 2023 tai New Orleans

3 2 7 HUONG THO 89 Tudi
va con trat cia Trang CHUONG TRiNH'L]:f AN TANG
Vio luc 10 gio sang Thir Nam ngay 18/05/2023

Trang cling con lo cong tac xa hoi. Anh e

Greenwood Funeral Home Cemetery&Mausoleum
da teng giup Soeur Ngé Bich Hoa trong cong S0 Ginal Blyg. New Dilents, EATTO24
tac twr thién giup d& cac tré em mo cbdi bang * Sau Tang L& xin kinh moi ding com tai Nha hing
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an bai & casino ma sau khi vé hwu thi tuan nao TANG GIA BONG KHAP BAO
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