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Al HO’'U CONG CHANH

Ky Uc Cho Troi Sai Gon Trudc 19%5

Cho troi hay cho gioi la khu chg mé ngoai
troi voi tinh chit tw phdt, noi moi nguwoi dén dé ban
hodc trao déi hang héa. Chy troi thwong khong cé
cdc gian hang cé dinh ma hang héa thwong dwoc
bay trén ban, trii dwéi dat, treo trén gid & ngodi
troi. Hang tai cho troi thwong ré va cé chit lwong
da dang, thwong la do cii, do cé, hodc hing méi
nhung ré tién.

M6t sb cho tréi con la noi ban phim/dia
nhac lau, hang nhai du loai tr quan 4o, giay
dép, tui xach, nwéc hoa, v.v... Mt sé cho con
t6 chirc cac hoat ddng hdi hé, am nhac dé thu
hat khach dén cho. Tai nhiéu nuwéc phuwong
Tay, cho tr&i chi mé vao th bay, di cho troi la
mot trong cac thu tiéu khién ngay cudi tuan tai
nhi*rng nwéc nay.

Trwdc 75, hang hdéa & cho trdi Sai Gon
khéng dwoc chinh thirc nhap cdng ma dén tir
cac ngudn khac nhau, cé ca nhitng mén hang
mé&i hay d6 nguoi ta ting tién mang di cdm ban.
Nhi*ng quay bay ban noi day co6 nhitng gian
hang chinh th&*c va nhirng gian hang khéng
chinh thirc, ngudi qua lai thi déng nhw kién.
Moi ngudi cé thé tim mua dwoc nhivng quyén
tiéu thuyét, sach bao du loai. T loai sach cho
con nit, quyén sach bd tui that dé thwong; dén
nhirng cudn sach dat tién va hiém co.

Thoi do, bao chi méi — cl xen ké nhau
hay dwoc bay ban. C6 thé tim mua trong nhirng
nha sach sang hon: nha sach Khai Tri, hay cac
tiém ban sach nhap cang tr nwéc ngoai vao...
M6t tiém sach Idn 1a Nha Sach Xuan Thu trén
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duong Ty Do (nay la Bong Khéi). Tai rat thich
dén noi nay véi ba ma dé cé nhirxng magazine
nhw Jours de France, Cosmopolitan, c6 hinh
nhirng ¢d minh tinh At dep. Tiém nay rat mat
mé, t6i khéng nhé c6 d& may lanh hay khéng,
nhuwng khéng gian thi mo ao, yén tinh cho
nguwdi ta dwoc tham khao rat thoai mai. Néu dat
chan dén khu nay xong, khi ra vé&, chang ta c6
thé di ngang mot tiém kem dat khach dé roi bi
thu hut ma bwéc chan vao do.

Trwéc ndm 1975, trén dai 16 Lé Loi gan
khu viec Thwong xa Tax, hang hdéa bay ban trén
via hé thwdng la nhirtng moén dwoc ban khong
c6 hoa don, khéng c6 bao hiém thoi han xai
dwoc bao lau. Chung ta vira y thi mua, khong
thi théi. Nhwng thwdng thi hang mua vé rat bén
so v&i bay gi®, hang cang bao hiém thi gan toi
ngay hét bdo hiém la hv ngay, Ngoai ra, co
nhlrng mon ddé an hay d6 xai khéng can ra
ngoai quéc méi mua dwoc. Thube 14 nhap cang
khéng chinh thirc dwgc bay ban vao thoi do,
nguwdi dan van cé tién mua nguyén bao ma hat,
loai Salem, Craven A, dau loc, dai ngan,
cigare... Sau 1975 nay, nguoi ghién thubc sé
khéng bao gi® du tién mua nguyén goi thubc
nira, ma chi mua mot vai diéu, khi hat hét sé
tinh sau.

T6i con nhé trwdc clra trwdng hoc cla
téi thdi d6, cd6 mét ba chuyén ban hang vat,
banh trai du loai. Téi thi chi thich nhét la nhirng
khoanh chocolate noisette géi gidy bac trong
phan &n cla quan déi My. Téi thwéng dan ba
dé danh cho tdi nhitng mén nay vi it tré dé y
dén no. Thirc &n trong mét hop lon nho nhd, né
con co vai cai banh biscuit thom phuc, hay doi
khi la nhirng lon fruit cocktail vira di cho mot
ngudi lam moén dessert.

Goi la “chg den” vi hang chuc gian hang
noi day déu ban “hang PX My” — dwoc tudn ra
[én Gt tr cac clra hang PX (Post Exchange, hé

théng phan phéi hang héa danh cho quén déi

My tai nhiéu tinh thanh mién Nam Viét Nam).
Co6 nhirng ban hang lai bay ban nhirng mon
hang chot c6 bat thwdng ma ho kiém dwoc mbi
quen dé mai hang.
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Téi con nhé, cé khi ba téi mang vé
nguyén mot caisse pomme (téo) rat thom, thoi
doé pomme nhap cang rat dat. Ngudi mudn mua
nhirng trai cay dac biét nay phai ra khu cho Sai
Gon mai cé thr trai cdy nhap cang, dwoc chui
bong loang chwng trén ké. Ngwoc lai voi trai
cay qué minh thi phai loai that tét mé&i duwoc bay
ban noi day. Thoi do, thinh thoang mai co vai
moén hang khong xai dwoce, nhw la xang may
bay, vi né khéng dung dwgc cho cac loai xe
nha hay xe gan may. Dau an cé khi la dau cq,
c6 khi bi pha trén, bay ban Ién lat, khi an cé thé
bi ngd doc. Thoi dd bao chi mét thdi dang am 1
trén trang nhéat cho nén t6i m&i con nhé dén
ngay hom nay.

Nhirng th(r gia mao do6 that it éi so voi
thdi dai bay gidr, dd hét han ho cho vao thung
rac vi hiém ai mua. Th&i d6, hinh nhw chang ai
tiéc vi hang ban rat chay, khach hang co khi tim
mua thém thi khéng cé nira.

D6 dac xai rat it bi hw, nhw néi com dién
nhirng hiéu nhw National, Sanyo ndu com rét
ngon va bén; nhirng chau bang s cla Mién,
nhirng d6 hop thirc &n ctia M§, my pham cla
Nhat, Phap tét v cung. Ngay xwa do, khéng
khi nhitng ngdi cho nay ciing khéng hén don.
Tuy co tén la chg den hay chg tréi nhwng day
la noi trao dbi gitra ngwdi thira d6 va ké chua
bao gi® bwdc chan ra ngoai qubc, c6 duoc
nhirtng moén théng dung hay dwoc ném thir
nhirng mén &n binh dan & x(r ngwdi qua phan
lwong thwc cla quan ddi My hay thwc pham
clru tro clia Caritas.
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