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Bai Tho Trong Vién Dwong Lao

rong moét vién duwéng ldo & nwéc Uc, cu 6ng

Mak Filiser, 86 tudi, khéng c6 than nhan nao
tham viéng trong nhiéu nam. Khi cu qua d&i co y
ta4 don dep cdn phong cla cu va bat ngd kham
pha ra mét manh gidy nhau nat véi nhirvng dong
chi¥ viét nguéch ngoac. D6 la mét bai tho' ctia cu
va do 1a tai san duy nhat, 1a cai von liéng quy gia
nhat cho tudi gia c6 don cla cu. Trong bai tho
cu ghi lai nhitng ky niém gia dinh, nhirtng nbi
nh& vé quang doi minh da trai qua va nhan nhd
véi nguoi & lai. Bai tho khién bao nguwdi cam
dong. Bai tho cé tiéu dé 1a “Cranky Old Man” (It
was a poem written by Filiser. The poem
“Cranky Old Man” is the only thing that has
survived the old man after he left this world).

Khi cac co y ta phd bién bai tho 18n mang
xa hoi thoi tac phdm nay da lan truyén khap
nuwdc Uc va sau dé nhanh chéng tré thanh mot

CRANKY OLD MAN

What do you see nurses?
What do you see?
What are you thinking...
when you're looking at me?
A cranky old man...

not very wise, sk
Uncertain of habit...

with faraway eyes?
striWho dribbles his food...
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hién twong toan ciu. Khéng phai vi nghé thuat
ngdn tlr cGa tho ma chinh yéu 1a vi trai tim cla
cu gia cao nién da ky gt trong tirng chir, tirng
van diéu cla bai tho, glri gdm c& moét ‘kho bauw’
tam hon vo gia. Mét trai tim day Itra, van mubn
séng hét minh v&i cudc doi. Bai tho da lam thirc
tinh trai tim cda hang triéu ngudi trén thé giéi. ..

Bai tho thoat tién la nhirng |&i nhén nha
clia cu Mak dén nhitng cd y ta phuc vu trong
vién dwdng lao. Bwng chi nhin cu nhv mét cu
gia ng® ngan va ldam cam, dirng chi mai tat bat
cham lo va quén rang th& ho can hon 1a mot
ngwdi ban dé cung chia sé nhirng diéu tam suw.
Néu hoi hot va thoang qua ta sé& chi thay bé
ngoai kh&c khé va gia nua. Phai dén khi thAm
trng cau, tirng chir ta méi thdy dwoc kho bau
tam hon vé gia nam an sau bén trong cu Mak.

Bai tho cung danh dong dén chi “Hiéu”,
dén sw quan tam cua con cai ddi voi cha me gia
|30. C6 1& van dé lam tron trach nhiém va bdn
phan cua nguwoi con khéng don gian chi la g
song than vao vién dudng lao ma thdéi ma hay
co gang ¢ bén song than va cham soc tan tinh.
Vi rat cé thé mot ngay nao dé chung ta muén
ndi 161 yéu thuwong voi cha me minh thi than Oi
da qua mudn mét roi..

ONG GIA LAM CAM

Cdc 6 y td thdy chi?

Nhin t6i c6 c6 nghi gi hay khong?

Ong gia lim cim, la ling,

Khéng con minh man, lirng khimg, 16i thoi
Miit nhin lo ddng xa x6i?

An thoi vung vdi, miéng thoi ling cam.
Khi c6 16n tiéng khuyén rdan

“Ong o0i hdy c6 uéng in dang hoang!”
Duong nhw 6ng ldo ching mang
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When you say in a loud voice...
"I do wish you'd try!”
Who seems not to notice...
the things that you do.is!
And forever is losing...
A sock or shoe?
striWho, resisting or not...
lets you do as you will, sk}
With bathing and feeding...
The long day to fill?
strils that what you're thinking?
Is that what you see?str
Then open your eyes, nurse...
you're not looking at me.
stal 11 tell you who I am...
As I sit here so still st
As Ido at your bidding...
as I eat at your will.isk;
I'm a small child of Ten...
with a father and mother,ist
Brothers and sisters...
who love one another
striA young boy of Sixteen...
with wings on his feetisk;
Dreaming that soon now...
a lover he'll meet.
striA groom soon at Twenty...
my heart gives a leap.ist!

and makes no reply.sk;

(Lo

Remembering, the vows..

that I promised to keep.hs_e_p,
At Twenty-Five, now..

I have young of my 0WN.iskp,
Who need me to guide...

And a secure happy home.is!
A man of Thirty...

My young now grown fast, st
Bound to each other...
At Forty, my young somns...

have grown and are gone, sk,
But my woman is beside me...

SEP;
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Chang luu tam t6i c6 dang lam gi.
Ong lubn dé'thdt lac di

V6 con mgt chiéc, gidy thi 1é d6i?
Khi dn, khi tdm chao 6i

Suét ngdy oéng cu ny doi ndo yén?
Phai chding c6 nghi nhw trén?

Qua hinh dnh d6 c6 nhin thdy t6i?
Nay, ndy co y ta oi!

Hay givong to mit nhin toi ddy nay
R6i c6 nhin biét téi ngay

Khi t6i tinh ling, noi ddy yén ngoi
Luon lam theo v co thoi

Ca khi dn uéng theo 1oi cé6 khuyén.

000

Té6i Muoi tudi, méi 1én lén

C6 cha c6 me ké bén thiam tinh

Anh chi em cung vdy quanh

Yéu thuong trong mdi gia dinh bén nhau.
Khi téi Muoi Sdu tudi dau

Déi chin bay nhay, trudc sau mo mang
Mo minh sém gap duwoc nang

Nguwoi yéu lyj tuong diu dang xinh tuoi.
Lam chii vé tudi Hai Muoi

Nhip tim thon thitc tif thoi khon nguoi
Nhé 107 chung thity thé béi

Long minh ty hita chung doi bén liu.
Gio Hai Muoi Lim tudi dau

Toi sinh con, phai day sao nén nguoi
Dung xdy mdi dm vui tuoi

Gia dinh hanh phiic, séng doi binh yén.
T6i Ba Muoi tudi gia thém

Thoi con toi da tro nén truong thanh
Soi day rang budc gia dinh

Mai luén viing chdc két tinh dai lau.
Khi t6i Bon Chuc tudi dau

Cdc con déu 16n, theo nhau di roi

Chi con vg quij canh thoi

Dt sao ciing ching khién t6i mudn siu.
R6i Nam Muoi tudi t6i mau

Quanh chdn t6i tré cung nhau vui viy
Nay con, nday chdu mot biy
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At Fifty, once more,...

Babies play 'round my knee, st

Again, we know children...
My loved one and me.is;

Dark days are upon me...
My wife is now dead.

‘el look at the future

For my young are all rearing...
young of their own.istsi

And I think of the years...

And the love that I've known.

‘el 'm now an old man...
and nature is cruel.
stellt’s jest to make old age...
look like a fool.ist!
The body, it crumbles...
grace and vigor, depurt.ks_e_pd
There is now a stone..
But inside this old carcass.
A young man still dwells, sk,
And now and again...
my battered heart swells
strll remember the joys...
I remember the pam.Ls_s_pJ

And I'm loving and living...
life over again.ists:

I think of the years, all too few...

gone too fast.ist!

(Ll

And accept the stark fact
that nothing can last.isk;

R

So open your eyes, people...
open and see.isp!

Not a cranky old man.
‘tLook closer... see... ME !!
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To6i cing than quyén noi diy két doan.
000

Thé'réi téi nhitng ngdy budn

Vo t6i nay dd céi trin lia xa.

Nhin tuong lai thdy nhat nhoa

Long toi rung dong thdt la hoang kinh
Vi con to6i khi truong thanh

Phadi lo nuéi ndang gia dinh riéng théi
Mic t6i lé bong don coi

Nhé ndam thang cii, nhé nguoi thwong yéu.
Gio téi gia lao di nhiéu

Hod céng tan bao, tiéu diéu ra tay
Biy tro bién déi gia nay

Thanh nhw mot ke dém ngay khing dién.
Téam than tan ta mdi thém

Con diu sinh lyc, nét duyén hét roi
Trdi tim néng dm mot thoi

Gio ddy chai dd nhin doi budn thay.
Nhung trong thin xdc gia nday

M@t trai tré van nwong ddy dn tang
Coi long nay lai dang tran

Con tim trbi ddy nhip nhang xiét bao.
Nh6 niém vui mot thud nao

Nh6 luén nhiing néi kho dau du diéu
Va t6i dang song, dang yéu

Cudc doi nhu chot mij miéu hoi sinh
Nghi vé ndm thing doi minh

Thdy sao qud it lai danh tréi mau
Nhdn chan thuc té'ti lau

V6 thuong sy vdt co6 dau mdi con.
Moi ngudi hidy mé mit luon

Dé'nhin cho thdu, dé'con thay ra.

Té6i ddu ldm cam tudi gia

T6i gin... nhin kij dé'ma thdy... TOI !!

Tam Minh Ngé Tang Giao - (chuyén dich)




