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TULHC kA TRIAG TCLERID LA TYMY OGS

Daéi loi thwa truoc,

T6i viét ra ddy nhing sw Kién di xdy ra trong doi t0i bdt dau sau ngay ra trwong Cao Ping Cong
Chanh, Trung Tam Ky Thudt Quac Gia tgi Phu The, Sai Gon cho téi ngay roi xir, ty nan céng san. Sw
may man hiém cé da dén cho doi t0i, va sw giup dé anh em dong nghiép trong nhing thei gian toi lam

cdng chac cho City of New Orleans, Louisiana.

Anh Trang, hinh Chup nim 2013

A- THOI GIAN 16 NAM PHUC VU
CHO BO CONG CHANH.

T6i hoc khoa Pic Biét Ky Su Cong
Chéanh, Trudng Cao Pang Cong Chanh,
Trung Tam K§ Thuat Qudc Gia, tai Phi
Tho, Sai Gon, khéa 1954-1958.

Sau khi ra truong, t6i dugc bd
nhiém vé lam cho Nha Téng Giam Débc
Cong Chanh, do dng Tran Vin Dinh lam
Tong Giam Déc.

Nam 1959, noi dau tién toi lam viéc
lJa Ty Coéng Chanh Can Tho, véi 0ng
Truong Thanh Khan 1a Truéng Ty, 6ng
Tran Van Phong, Trusng Khu Nam Céng
Chanh Can Tho.

Lé Thanh Trang, PhD, PE

Nam 1960-61 to6i dugc Nha Téng
Giam Ddc cho di du hoc tai Ohio State
University, USA véi anh Nguyén Xuan
Phuong, nguoi da vuot bién thang 4 nam
1975 cung gia dinh, nhung chang may
khong dén bo bén.

Toi tré vé Viet Nam niam 1961,
dugc bd nhiém lam Truong Ty Cong
Chanh Chuong Thién, mét tinh méi thanh
lap, giita tinh Can Tho va tinh Kién Giang.

Sau cudc chinh ly cua Pai Tudng
Nguyén Khanh, tdi tinh nguyén 1én Pleiku
lam Truéng Ty Cong Chéanh Pleiku nam
1964, dudi quyén dng Truong Khu Phan
van Lam.

Nim 1965, toi dwoc bd nhiém 1am
Truong Ty Cong Chanh tinh Tuyén Dtrc
va Thi Xa Da Lat duéi quyén dng Nguyén
Xuéan Mong 1a Truong Khu.

Nam 1968 t61 bi dong vién, hoc
treong ST Quan Tru Bi Thu Buc. Sau khi
ra truong voi chac Chuan Uy, t6i duoc
biét phai lam Truong Ty Cong Chéanh
Phudc Tuy, dudi quyén ong Truong Khu
Nguyén Vian Banh, Truong Khu Bac Cong
Chéanh Nam Phan .

Nam 1975, t6i lam Trudng Phén
Khu Kiéu Lo 41, tai Gia BDinh, ong
Nguyén Vin Banh Truéong Khu 4 Kiéu
Lo, Ong Phan Pinh Ting, Téng Cuc
Truong Kiéu Lo
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Vao thang 4, 1975, t6i di cu Vol su
giup do ciaa Toa Pai Str Uc.

T6i roi Sai Gon chiéu ngay 25 thang
4, 1975 theo may bay di tan nhan vién Toa
Dai St M.

Khi toi trai ty nan Orote trén dao
Guam chieu ngay 25 thang 4, trong luc
Quan Boi My dang dung léu Trai dé don
tiep nguoi ty nan.

Trong trai ty nan trén dao Guam, toi
gap rat nhiéu ban bé chung 16p 1am cho
Nha Can Ci Hang Khong nhu Lé Ngoc
Diép, Tran Hitu Tat, Lé mong Hung. Sau
hai tuan cho doi ma khong thay tin tac gi
cia Toa Pai Su Uc, trong lic cac ban bé
Xin v MY, t6i cling xin vd My ludn, toi
MY rdi s& tinh sau. Nam trong trai ty nan,
toi nghe radio Pai Tudéng Duong Vian
Minh dau hang ngay 30-4, tdi bang hoang
khéng cam dugc nudc mat, khéng biét
tuong lai s€ ra sao.

B- NHOUNG NGAY MAY MAN PAU
TIEN TY NAN TREN QUE HUONG
MOl

Gia dinh t61 duoc di chung vai cac
gia dinh khic 1én may bay cho qua My
ngay 23-5.

Khi dén Trai Ty Nan Pendleton &
Cali, mot nhom nguoi dinh cu tai Cali. Gia
dinh t6i duoc cho qua Florida vao Trai Ty
Nan trong Eglin Air Force Base.

Trong thoi gian o trai Ty Nan Eglin
AFB, c6 anh si quan My tén William
Chambless cb van cho toi tai Ty Cong
Chéanh Ba Ria dén thim va ngd y mudn
bao trg cho gia dinh t6i ra & Panama City,
Florida. Anh 1am nghé ban xe moto. Toi
cam on Anh, t6i mudn dinh cu tai Thanh
Phé 16n dé tiép tuc nghé ky su cua toi.

Al HOU CONG CHANH

Toéi duge dua vé New Orleans,
Louisana ngay 15-6 vagi su bao trg cua
Associates Catholic Charities, modt co
quan gitip nguoi ty nan cua Toa Tong
Gidam Muc New Orleans. Gia diinh to6i
duoc tam trd tai khu nha Kingston
Subdivision, thanh phd Marrero, Quan
Jefferson, Louisana. Nho biét tiéng My,
t0i dugc ACC mudn lam théng dich vién
dé dua nguoi Viét ty nan di phong van xin
viéc lam .

Toi viét Resume dé di xin tim viéc
dung nghé k¥ su cong chanh.

Ngay 1 thang 7, to6i doc béo thay
Hang Ky Su C6 Van Waldermar Nelson
can civil engineer. Toi di xe bus xubng
phd tim dén chd nay. Téi dugc gap ong
Jerry Freeman, Vice President cua Hang
nay phong van. Sau khi xem resumé cua
t6i, 6ng Freeman noi 6ng rat tiéc khong
mudn ti vi kinh nghiém cua t6i vé duong
s4, cong ty cua dng ay chuyén ve lap do an
va xay cat gian khoan gleng dau hoa. Tuy
nhién, éng Freeman ndi rang c6 biét mot
nguoi ¢6 thé gidp t6i. Ong cam phone goi,
sau khi cham dut, ong bién ra mleng gidy
nho tén ngudi t6i can gap la Ong Blaise
Carriere, Director of Department of Streets
City of New Orleans. T6i cam on Ong
Freeman va don xe bus dén City of New
Orleans gap ong Giam Péc Blaise
Carrlere Ong nay con rat tré, c& 35 tudi,
tiép toi rat niém no. Sau khi doc Resume
cua t6i, 6ng hoi tdi qua loa vé 1am duong,
vé AASHTO Specifications. Nho t6i 1am
Nha Kiéu L9, nén ciing biét diéu kién sach
ndy, nén toi cling ddi dap dwoc. Sau khi
noi chuyén chung 15 phat, Ong GB moi
t6i di an lunch. Trong khi &n, Ong GD hoi
tham toi vé cong viéc bén Viét Nam, Tong
Cuc Kiéu Lo, va vé hoan canh gia dinh
cua toi. An lunch xong, Ong GD dua toi
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tro lai van phong ¢ City Hall. Trudc khi
chia tay, Ong néi ong rat hai long vei kinh
nghiém cua toi va néu toi chap thuan xong
sé tra cho t6i $2000 USD mot thang vai
chtc vu Civil Engineer 11, dugc cip xe hoi
cia City dé di chuyén, tuin sau di lam
ngay. Diéu kién dé tiép tuc 1am viéc 1a toi
phai thi dau EIT Engineering In Training
trong vong 3 thang.

T6i mung qué, ndi ngay véi Ong
GD t6i sé& téi nhan viéc 1am tuan sau. Toi
bat dau di 1am cong chuc cua City of New
Orleans ngay 8-7-1975.

Ong GP noéi rang, Ong sé& gidp toi
lam lai cudc doi tai My, vi néu Ong gap
hoan canh nhu t61, phai dem gia dinh qua
xtr khac dé 1am lai cudc doi, chiac Ong s&
khong lam dugc nhu t6i.

Ong GP ghi tén cho toi va Tra lubn
phi dé toi hoc thi EIT (Enginering In
Training), bang cap dau bat budc tat ca
sinh vién phai c0, trudc khi dugc phép thi
PE (Professional Engineer) dé thuc su
hanh nghé ky su.

Toi thi dau EIT vao thang 11, 1975,
4 thang sau khi bat d¢au lam cdng chic cho
City of New Orleans va dugc vao chanh
ngach (classified employee).

Ong GP tiép tuc khuyén khich toi
thi PE va ong tiép tuc dong hoc phi cho
to1. To1 dau PE vao thang 4 nam 1976 va
dugc thiang cap CE Il (senior design
engineer).

Tiép tuc hoc va lay Master of
Science in Engineering nam 1977. To1
duoc moi day Delgado Community
College tir naim 1977 dén nam 1982 mon
Soil Mechanics.

Dip may hiém c6 sau d6, Federal
Highway Administration thong bé&o cho
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City biét 1a FHWA c6 cho toan quéc 4 hoc
bong fellowships dé theo hoc chuong trinh
PhD. Ong GP Kiéu L6 xin cho t6i duoc 1
hoc bong trong sé d6. T6i lai phai tiép tuc
hoc va nghién ctu vé cach lam duong trén
d4t mém. Uéc mudn cua toi 12 ngay nao
d6 sé tro vé Viét Nam xay lai hé thong
duong s& trong céc tinh mién Tay Viét
Nam trén ving dat phil sa séng Ciru Long.

Sau 4 nam hoc trong truong dai hoc
va 2 nam nghién ctu vat thu nghiém, toi
qua ky thi sat hach cia Ban Giam Khao
Cao Hoc duyét xét luan an Tién Si cua toi,
t6i duoc cap bang Tién Si Ky Su Xay
Dung niam 1982. To6i khong cam duoc
nudc mat, ngay duoc goi tén 1én khan dai
dé nhan bang Tién Si, vai su hién dién cua
rat dong nguoi tham du, dang Ién vo tay
don rudce tan Tién Si.

D6 1a mot vinh du bat ngo, toi
khong nghi 1a ¢6 mét ngay toi mot ky su
Phi Tho Viét Nam duoc dip nay.

Trong sudt 7 nam trudng sau khi dit
chan 1&n xtt My, khong ngay nao tdi vé
dén nha truéc 11 gio dém, di lam xong 1a
di hoc hoac di day.

T6i lam rat nhiéu nghé: chuyén vién
viét bao hiém nhan tho (Licensed Life
Insurance Agent), Chuyén vién ban nha
ctra (Licensed Real Estate Agent), Thong
dich vién (Professional Translator and
Interpreter), Cong chung vién (Notary
Public), Thau khodn xay cit nha cta va
duong sa (Licensed Building and Highway
Contractor).

Toi dugc truong dai hoc Lousiana
State University of New Orleans maoi day
mon Structure tir nam 1982 t&i nam 1985.

T6i tiép tuc lam cho City dén nim
1988. Sau 13 nam lam cong chuc, t6i xin
vé huu non, d€ ra ngoai lap hang Ky Su
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Cé Van Le Engineering, Inc., Civil
Engineering Consultant.

BPT chic mirng anh Trang dwec nhiéu
may mdn nhdt trong cac AHCC. AH
Trang va AH Thi la 2 ngwoi dau tién lap
La Thu AHCC.

CHTEY AUBTMN

Troi dd cudi dong, ngay ngdn lai,
Ta ngoi thé khéi ngam hoang hon.
Bén kia niti biéc, ménh mong bién,
Hét bién la Em v6i noi buon...

M@y vat ning tan thoi thép doi,
Nika vanh trang sém dé chia tay.
Ta gom ld dot, chiéu thom khoi;
Chot thdy nhw vita dua tién ai...

Biét con ai nita, tién dwa ai?

Mot giai giang son van ddm dai,
Chua du cho nhau tim hanh phiic,
Biét ly v6i, dd ndt vdng phai...

Dbéng nai, chiéu cudi nim
Lé Phwong Nguyén
11/11/2005

Al HOU CONG CHANH

k6 2. THOL GIA!

Chiéu suong khéi toa...
Mo mo dang cay,

Thom thom huong co,
Mady sgi mua gay...

Cho ai ma hiu hit,

Thanh sdu diang nhu may,
Ca bdu troi qudnh ddc,
Vii chdn ta noi nay....

Guwom khong con bén,
Men khong con say?
Dau nguoi tri ky,
Cung ta déem nay?...

Ai mua Thoi gian khong?
Mua dum ta mot mo,

Ta ban ca cho mong

Tra cho doi mon no...?

Lé Phwong Nguyén
Qui nhon 25/7/2005

Ld Thu AHCC chi mong lim_digc vigc hitu ich nhé nhat, it nhat c6 thé durgc
“GIU CHO CON CO NHAU”




