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¥hi moi ngdél deu blet viec triet thoai qudn doéi va dan chung
tu Cam-Nguyen Ve dong bang auyen hai sau khi Banmmewthuot that thu,
qua nga dudng sd 78 la ca mot that bal dau thudng, keo theo su syp as’
todn dién miéh Nam Viét-Nam ngdy 306-4-75,

, Trong phatm vi bal nay ol thi ghi iwl m6t vai s viég 1i8n hﬁ
dén con dudng dd d& cdc ban doc ciing suy ludn,

Trdéc nét xin ndi qua vé oﬁdng s’ 7B do la cen id%nq 63%
llen TUY—HOA vdl PLEIKU d& khdong dung dén tu 18u vi ¢y do mmL an ni
va cung vi glﬂa Cao-Nguyén vd& Duyén-Hai tai wing rdy co dép 3 4
khdc 1a quoc lo 19, 9L21, va Lié&n Tinh _6 T

Thit ra, trong_ pham vi tinh Phumch tﬁ To nay mang t&n Tir
86 1 chay doc theo o phia Nam song Pa Rann ta Qudn 1y Hidu-Xudng
Cheo-Reo (Phu-Béf). Doc theo bd phla bac séng DA Rang la Lid&n Tinh
88 7 . Do do, 1ltc bay gid” din ching mai goi 187 Tihh 8 1 va dddnng w5
7B
: Trong ndm 1973, udng T.L.1l nay dudc cnu&ﬁgmvrlnh ,BOPT ﬂﬁﬁ ¥ i
phi can d& lai 10 km k& td Quan 1y Hi&u-Xdbng, sac db phai ng gung  lal
vi' m&t an ninh.

\ Thang 16/1974, tdi audc c¢b quan USAID, vung, 2 thong bao dd a;l
sda lai con ddéng ay trong do co cdng tac bac ndt c&uwr tam BAILEY dii
25m qua sdng Da-Rang céch Hleumxaéng 30 km Ve phla thu%ngw?uu,§Xlr?
v % cau Da-Rang & Tuy—Hoa dal 1001Im , v&amua khd thl nude can |, nnuhg
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mua mia thl nddc ngap ménh mdng : nhu vay vanc bac Ccal tam &ww aua JLE
co dung y cho mdt su x’ dyung tam théi ddi ba ngay trong mua nih 51 rach

Thang 12/1974 to1 dﬁbc chi thi cua B@ CongnChanh qua TCEL  thi
hanh viéc tham sat ddéng do' va trinh y xien v& Jlec lam cdu tam noi
tren. Ty Ceng~Chanh Phu-Yen lién lac Vél Tinh xin yeé m trd anmmtnh s
Tinh chuyén idi yéu cau cda Ty dén’ Quan, Quin dia xudng Kﬂ Xa che 1
dan bo di tr&dc toan nhan vién Congmcﬂanh di sau. Min ne : 3 con b
ch&t. T8i baO“CaO 1€n TCKL xin ngdng wige tham sat i ly do thisu an
ninh, That 13 khéi-~hai ( & Viét-Nam ¢o nhidn chuyen nbi khong ai tin

nhing co thﬁt)a

Thang 2/1975, , trong budi hop dau xudn, nham ngay nan@ 7
tru sé Quan dodn 2 6 NhaTrang, duéi su chﬁmvoa cua ThumTvuéng vE kol
b3 Ngi~cdc, ngodl cac vdn de xhéme vifie sud chid ddéng s3 78 lai  dids
A: Tiéaawrﬂéﬁ@ ﬁiﬂmY@ﬁ BEU 18a,, T8I 1%@3 trihh rilng %%g ¥Bhe = iLﬁﬁq@
Cdng Chanh h& 26 vé dudng dé_ voi két lufn vi iy ag thiu &1 ninh v wi
kh8ng chibg minh ddde nhu ciu 1uumthon@ dan su nen Cong~Chanh Phﬁngimu;
hi&n dddec. Sau mdt hdi thio luén, Thu-T udng quyet dinh giac v1@0 Eham
s4t cho Céng-Binh Quan Doidn 2,
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Cung?tronq bu01 hop nay, khi trinh bay, v& tinh hinh an ninh Paj
Ta B., trudng phong 2/0D2 cho hay theo tin tﬁc tinh bao tHl V.Cosé cit
dut 9L 19 & An-Khé, =~ 9L21 & Khanh-Didng vi cd thd tin cdng BanMaThubt
VeVseo trong mét ngay khong xae.
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As the conference at Cam Runh pot under way shortly before noon, Phu
attempted 1o put the military picture perspective for his old comrade in
arms. Enemy forces equal to four divisinns were now deplayed from Pleiku to
Ban Me T suot, he toid Thieu, and al! major roads to the coast were shut down.
With the forces available to him, he continued, ke would be able to defend the
highlands for no more than a month or so, and only if he got additional air
support, munitions and reinforcements.

When Thieu heard that, his eyes seemed to glaze over. Again one of his
subordinates thought he was daydreaming. Finaliy he Jooked over at Phu and
shook his head. None of this, neither reinforcements nor additional equipment,
ol be prvvidad, hie csuphasized. The anmy was afteady atreiched pesilously
thin all across the country and stockpiles had to be kept close to casily defensi-
ble areas. Thus there was no way to shore up the defenses of Kontum and
Pleiku. The oniy course open to thers was to abanden both provinces and use
the forces there to reinforce the coast and to support a counteroffensive against
Ban Me Thuot.

Despiie the stunning import of these words, Phu showed no reaction. He
may have nodded briefly in agreement, but that was sil. Nor did he raise any
questions or pose objections. Now as always he wae the utrerly obliging,
complete.y geferential friend.

Seeing he had made his point, Thieu turned next to an all-imporiant
specific, the selection of a withdrawal route, Although Route 19 across the
center of the region, and Route I4 running south toward MR 3, were both
interdicted, there was a chance the army could puach throuzh, Which road
would Phu prefer to gamble on? Here General Vien interrupted, insisting that
neither could be adequately secureq by the forces Phu had available, That left
only Route 7B, an old iogger’s road extending eastward across the belly of the
region through Phu Bon Province. While parts of it had not been used in years,
Vien observed, there were two advantages to using it. First, it was clear of
enemy forces, as far as anyone knew. Secondly, the Communists wonld not be
€Xpecting any movement along it. When Vien asked Phu what he thought of
this option, the MR 2 commander once again merely nodded.

As the conference was about to wind up, Phu bestirred himself to ask
about a vital point: timing. When should the pullout begin? Thieu brushed the
qusstion aside. That would be lefi o s discretion, he said. Ilis only
stipulation was that the final decision, whatever it was, be kept absolutely
secrel. Not even the terviturial forces or the montagnards in Eontum and -
Pieiku were to be informed of it. To inciude them in the initial plaaning, he
asserted, would only cause complications and increase the risk of betrayal.
Besides, they would undoubtedly make their way out once they realized tha
a withdrawal was in progress.

For callous and slipshod planning, this alrmoss 2usual exchange of ques-
tions and instructions must surely mark s kif¥ o tershed in the history
of the Vietnam war. Thieu hitnself ser e tone for tine proceedings, with his
glancing treatment of such issues as the timing of the withdrawal and his utter
disregard for the fate of the montagnard irreguiars, the backbone of Phu's
army. General Vien must also bear responsibility for what transpired, if only
for acquiescing so readily to Thieu's ommissions and misjudgments. It was
Vien, moreover, who dealt the final blow to the chances for success by p}“cmc—s-"
Ing Route 78 as the avenue of escape without bothering to determine which
parts of it were usable and which were not. Without such advance planning,
Phu's army was set, literally, on the path to its own destraction.,

Before returning to Pleike, Phu conferred briefly with Vien's chief of
operations. As a basic tactical guide they decided to rely on a little-knowa
contingency plan for a logisties drawdown i the highlands, which had been
lying around the headquarters of the Joint General Staff in Saigon for months,
The document scemed adaptable and adequate 16 Phu’s new mission, except
in one particular: it allowed for six months of preparation prior to the start
of the operation.

Phu did not feel he had that long,
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Theo taJ. lidu trén thi chinh ong C.V. Vo aa chon con ddéng so ‘
7B va hau qua 1la hén 100 ngan quan dan da nga guc tham thlidng gan
Cheo-Rec, MGL s& binh si song sét chay v& Tuy~-Hoa tdc t01 dén phat
dién, g8y n3h loan trong, Thi-X8eoes keo theo st sup do toan dién
mieh Nam ndt cdch mau chong ma khong ai cb the ngad" t<31 k& cE V.Cu

. ¥hd vay, viée chuan bi sik lai dudng? 7B tLi’c la 'I'J.nh lo l 3’
Phu-—Yen va viec rut quan theo dddng doé phal chang do mSt su sap dat

trudc hay chi” 13 su trung-phing ngdu nhién ?

TRAN~ST ~HUAN

CAO Lﬁl La Thd AHCC k¥ nay ra qua tre, thanh thidt cdo 101 cung
tAt ca cdc AL Hdu. ThY nhat 13 vi cd sy hidu 13m tromg Vv a n dé&
1%gn lac ydl nha in nén dén gid phut chét nhd in khéng thé danh
may md minh phai tg ddnh 14y; thd hai 13 ngay thdi didm &y giiy
in bdo bi khan hiém, nha in VN khdng the tim mua dude (do dd La
Thu ky ndy in khd giay chidt); thd ba 13 phai 481 nhd in khde -
Sng chu kiém thd in lai bi tai nan ngh& nghigp ket tay trongmay
_n,gay xung ngon tay, va cong viéc nha 1n bi dinh tre. ‘I‘hat la
HOA VO PON CHI! Mdt lan na tharh thit cao 181 cing tit cad cde
£1 Ndu, PHAM NGOC LAN

e rowes

CHiA BUON

Bde tin:
~Ong Do kién Nau, nhac phu cia A| hiiu Pham ngoc L.an

—Ong Tran duc Hoanh nhac phu cla Ar hdu 6 dinh Phuc
—Ba Nguyeén thj Lan, hién the ctia Al huu Dao huy Tai

Ban phu trach va toan the gia dmh Ai huu Cong Chanh co 1di chia buon cung cac
Ai hGu néu trén va cau chuc huéng hén ngubi qua co' sém siéu thoat vé ndi coi yén tinh.
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